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CONTE^TTS. 

[ A^pihAbetfeal  index  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  each  i»art  or  Tolnme.] 


PARTI. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 
Status,  ohangeB,  and  distribation  of  officers  of  corps,  3. 

THE  BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS j 5 

POST  OF  WUIiETS  POINT,  NEW  YORK.— U.  S.  ENGINEER  SCHOOL.— BAT- 
TALION OF  ENGINEERS.— ENGINEER  DEPOT. 

QmcER  IN  COMMAND,  Maj.  John  G.  D.  Knioht,  Corps  of  Engineers— 

Post  of  Willets  Point,  U.  S.  Engineer  School,  6;  Battalion  of  Engineers,  Engineer 
Depot,  6;  statement  of  fands,  new  appropriations,  7;  estimates,  7,  32. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

Projects,  temporary  defenses,  gun  and  mortar  batteries,  8;  appropriations,  gnns 
and  carriages  provided,  9;  fortress  commander,  dynamite  batteries,  enlistment  of 
electricians,  II;  submarine  mines,  12 ;  preservation  and  repair  of  fortifications,  sea 
walls  and  embankments,  sites,  .13;  temporary  occupation  of  land,  national  defense 
(allotments),  defenses  of  coasts  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire,  14;  Boston,  Mass., 
southeast  coast  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  at  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  and 
Newport,  R.  I.,  16;  eastern  entrance  to  Long  Island  Sound  and  coast  of  Connecti- 
ent,  entrances  to  New  York  Harbor,  18;  eastern  entrance  to  harbor,  southern 
entrance  to  harbor,  on  Long  Island  and  Sandy  Hook,  19:  Delaware  River,  20;  Balti- 
more, Md.,  21 ;  Washington,  D.  C,  22 ;  Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  23 ;  coast  of  North  Caro- 
lina, coast  of  South  Carolina,  24 ;  coast  of  Georgia  and  Cumberland  Sound,  Ga.  and 
Fla.,  25;  east  and  west  coasts  of  Florida,  Key  West,  Fla.,  26;  Pensacola,  Fla.,  27; 
Mobile  and  Mississippi  Sound,  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  28;  Gal- 
▼estou,  Tex.,  lake  ports  in  New  York,  29;  San  Diego,  Cal.,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  SO; 
month  of  Columbia  River,  31;  Puget  8ouud,  estimates  for  1899-1900,  32. 

RIVER  AND  HARBOR  IMPROVEMENTS. 
Gknrual  statement,  32. 

ATLANTIC  COAST  AND  GULF  OF  MEXICO. 

Ik  ths  charge  of  Maj.  R.  L.  Hoxie,  Corps  of  Enoinebrs^ 

JLabeo  Channel,  Me.,  36;  Moosabeo  Bar,  Me.,  37;  Narragnagus  River,  Me.,  break- 
water from  Mount  Desert  to  Porcupine  Island,  Me.,  38;  harbor  at  Sullivan  Falls, 
Me.,  39;  Union  River,  Me.,  Bagaduce  River,  Me.,  40;  Penobscot  River,  Me.^  41; 
Rockland  Harbor,  Me.,  42;  Carvers  Harbor,  Vinalhaven,  Me.,  44;  Georges  River, 
Me.,  Kennebec  River,  Me.,  45;  Susanoa  River,  Me.,  46;  Portland  Harbor,  Me.,  47; 
Saco  River,  Me.,  49;  Cocheco  River,  N.  H.,  50;  harbor  of  refuge  at  Little  Harbor, 
N.  H.,  51 ;  removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  naviga- 
tion, surveys,  52. 

Ik  the  charge  of  Col.  8.  M.  Mansfield,  Corps  of  Engineers— 

Newbnryport  Harbor,  Mass.,  53;  Merrimac  River,  Mass.,  54;  Powow  River,  Mass., 
55;  Essex  River,  Mass.,  harbor  of  refuge,  Sandy  Bay,  Cape  Ann,  Mass.,  56;  har- 
bor at  Oloncester,  Mass.,  57;  harbor  at  Manchester,  Mass.,  58;  harbor  at  Lynn, 
Mass..  59;  Mystic  and  Maiden  rivers,  Mass.,  60;  harbor  at  Boston,  Mass.,  61; 
Town  River,  Mass.,  Weymouth  Kiver,  Mass.,  64;  harbor  at  Scituate,  Mass.,  65; 
Plymouth  Harbor,  Mass.,  67;  harbor  at  Provincetown,  MaHS.,  68;  harbor  at 
Chatham,  Mass.,  removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering 
navigation,  surveys,  69. 
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II  CONTENTS. 

In  thb  chargb  of  Maj.  D.  W.  Lockwood,  Corps  of  Engineers— 

• 

Harbor  of  refnge  at  HvaiHiis,  Mass.,  70;  harbor  of  refage  at  Nantuoket,  Mass.,  71; 
harbor  at  Vineyard  Haven,  Mass.,  72;  Woods  Hole  Channel,  Mass.,  73;  New  bisd- 
ford  Harbor,  Mass.,  Canapitsit  Chaunel,  Mass.,  74;  Taanton  River, 'Mass.,  75; 
Sakonnet  Hiver,  R.  I.,  Pawtaoket  River,  R.  I.,  76;  Providence  River  and  Narra- 
ffansett  Bay,  R.  I.,  77;  Green  Jacket  Shoal,  Providence  River,  R.  I.,  78;  harbor  at 
Wickford,  R.  I.,  Newport  Harbor,  R.  I.,  79;  harbor  of  refuge  at  Point  Judith,  R.  I., 
80;  entrance  to  Point  Judith  Pond,  R.  I.,  81:  harbor  of  refnge  at  Block  Island, 
R.  1.,  82;  Great  Salt  Pond,  Block  Island,  R.  1.,  removing  sui&en  vessels  or  craft 
obstructing  or  endangering  navigation,  83;  examinations  and  survey,  84. 

Ik  the  charge  of  Maj.  Smith  S.  Leach,  Corps  of  Engineers — 

Pawcatuok  River,  R.  I.  and  Conn.,  85;  harbor  of  refuge  at  Stonington,  Conn.,  86; 
Mystic  River,  Conn.,  88;  Thames  River,  Conn.,  89;  Connecticut  River  below  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  91;  harbor  of  refnge  at  Duck  Island  Harbor,  Conn^  94;  New  Haven 
Harbor,  Conn..  95;  breakwaters  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  96;  Housatonic  River, 
Conn.,  97;  Bridgeport  Harbor,  Conn.,  99;  Sangatuck  River  and  Westport  Harbor, 
Conn.,  102;  Nor  walk  Harbor,  Conn.,  104;  Five-mile  River  Harbor,  Conn.,  105; 
Stamford  Harbor,  Conn.,  107;  harbor  at  Cosoob  and  Mianns  River,  Conn.,  108; 
Greenwich  Harbor,  Conn.,  110;  surveys,  111. 

In  the  charge  of  Maj.  H.  M.  Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers — 

Port  Chester  Harbor,  N.  T.,  112;  Mamaroneck  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  East  Chester  Creek, 
N.  Y.,  113;  Bronx  River,  N.  Y.,  114;  Mattituok  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  Port  Jefferson  Har- 
bor, N.  Y.,  115 ;  Huntington  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  116 ;  Glenco ve  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  117 ;  Flush- 
ing Bay,  N.  Y.,  118;  Patchogue  River,  N.  Y.,  Browns  Crsek,  Sayville,  N.  Y.,  119; 
Canarsie  Bay,  N.  Y.,  120;  Bay  Ridge  Channel,  the  triangular  area  between  Bay 
Ridge  and  Red  Hook  channels,  and  Red  Hook  and  Buttermilk  channels,  in  the 
harbor  of  New  York,  121;  Gowanus  Creek  Channel,  New  York  Harbor,  122;  New- 
town Creek,  N.  Y.,  123;  removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endanger- 
ing navigation,  survey,  124. 

In  the  charge  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  Ludlow  (now  Maj.  Gen.),  U.  8.  Volun- 
teers, Lieutenant-Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  of  Maj.  H.  M.  Adams, 
Corps  of  Engineers — 

Harlem  River,  N.  Y.,  124;  East  River  and  Hell  Gate,  N.  Y.,  126;  New  York  Harbor, 
N.  Y.,  127;  removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  naviga- 
tion, 128. 

In  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  A.  M.  Miller,  Corps  of  Engineers — 

Channel  between  North  and  South  Hero  islands,  Lake  Cbamplain,  Vt.,  128;  harbor 
at  Burlington,  Vt.,  129;  Otter  Creek,  Vt.,  Narrows  of  Lake  Cbamplain,  N.  Y.  and 
Vt^  130;  Hudson  River,  N.  Y.,  131;  Saugerties  Harbor.  N.  Y.,  harbor  at  Rondout, 
N.  I.,  134;  harbor  at  Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  Passaic  River,  >i.  J.,  135;  channel  between 
Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey,  136;  Elizabeth  River,  N.  J.,  Raritan  River,  N.  J., 
137;  South  River,  N.  J.,  138;  Karitan  Bay,  N.  J.,  139:  Matawan  Creek, N.  J.,  140; 
Keyport  Harbor,  N.  J.,  Shoal  Harbor  and  Compton  Creek,  N.  J.,  141;  Shrewsbury 
River,  N.  J.,  142;  Manasquan  River,  N.  J.,  143;  removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft 
obstructing  or  endangering  navigation,  144. 

In  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Raymond,  Corps  of  Engineers— 

Delaware  River,  N.  J.  and  Pa.,  144;  harbor  between  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  Camden, 
N.  .1.,  147;  Schuylkill  River,  Pa.,  148;  ice  harbor  at  Marcushook,  Pa.,  149;  iron 
pier  in  Delaware  Bay  near  Lewes,  Del.,  150;  Delaware  Breakwater,  Del.,  151 ;  har- 
bor of  refuge, Delaware  Bay, Del.,  152;  Rancocas  River,  N.  J.,  153;  Alloway  Creek, 
N.  J.,  Cooper  Creek,  N.  J.,  154;  Goshen  Creek,  N.  J.,  155;  removing  sunken  ves- 
sels or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  navigation,  surveys,  156. 

In  the  charge  of  Wm.  F.  Smith,  United  States  Agent,  Major  of  Engineers, 
U.  S.  Army,  retirbb — 

Wilmington  Harbor,  Del.,  159;  ioe  harbor  at  Newcastle,  Del.,  160;  Appoqninimink 
River,  Del.,  161;  Smyrna  River,  Del.,  162;  Mnrderkill  River,  Del.,  163:  Mispillion 
River,  Del.,  164;  Broadkiln  River,  Del.,  inland  waterway  from  Chincoieague  Bay, 
Va.,  to  Delaware  Bay  at  or  near  Lewes,  Del.,  166;  Susquehanna  River  above  and 
below  Havre  de  Grace,  Md.,  Chester  River,  Md.,  from  Crumpton  to  Jones  Landing, 
167;  Choptank  River,  Md.,  168;  La  Trappe  River,  Md.,  Warwick  River,  Md.,  169; 
Broad  Creek  River,  Del.,  170;  Nanticoke  River,  Del.  and  Md..  171:  Wicomico 
River,  Md.,  Manokin  River,  Md.,  172;  Pocomoke  River,  Md.,  173:  Queenstown 
Harbor,  Md.,  Rockhall  Harbor  and  inner  harbor  at  Rockhall,  Md.,  174;  removing 
sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  navigation,  176. 


CONTENTS.  in 

Ih  thx  chargs  ot  Brio.  Gbk.  Prtkr  C.  Hains,  U.  S.  VoLUNTEERSy  Colonel., 
Corps  or  Engineers,  and  of  Lieut.  Charles  W.  KutZ|  Corps  of  Engineers— 

Patapoco  River  and  ohannel  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  175;  channel  to  Curtis  Bay,  in  Patap- 
soo  River,  Baltimore  Harbor,  Md.,  176;  harbor  of  southwest  Baltimore  (Spring 
Garden),  Md.,  removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  naviga- 
tion, 177. 

Ik  thb  charge  of  Likut.  Cpl.  Chas.  J.  Allen,  Corps  of  Engineers — 

Potomac  River  at  Washington,  D.  C,  178;  Occoquan  Creek,  Va.,  180;  Aquia  Creek, 
Va.,  182:  Nomini  Creek,  Va.,  183;  Lower  Maohodoc  Creek,  Va.,  Rappahannock 
River,  Va^  184;  Urbana  Creek,  Va.,  186;  York  River,  Va..  187;  Mattaponi  River 
Va.,  188;  Pamunkey  River,  Va.,  189;  James  River,  Va.,  190;  protection  of  James- 
town Island,  Va.,  191 ;  removing  sunken  vessels  or  cra^t  obstructing  or  endanger- 
ing navigation,  survey,  192. 

In  the  charge  of  Maj.  Thos.  L.  Casbt,  Corps  of  Engineers— 

Harbor  at  Norfolk  and  its  approaches,  Va.,  193;  Western  Branch  of  Elizabeth  River 
Va.,  Nansemond  River,  Va.,  195;  Appomattox  River,  Va.,  196:  harbor  at  Cape 
Charles  City,  Va.,  197:  Nandua  Creek,  Va.,  inland  water  route  irom  Norfolk,  Va., 
to  Albemarle  Sound,  1^.  C.^  through  Currituck  Sound,  198;  Roanoke  River,  N.  C. 
199;  Pas<^uotank  River,  ^.  C,  removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  o 
endangering  navigation,  200. 

Ik  the  charge  of  Capt.  W.  E.  Craighill,  Corps  of  Engineers— 

Ocracoke  Inlet,  N.  C,  201;  Fishing  Creek,  N.  C,  202;  Pamlico  and  Tar  rivers,  ^N.  C. 
203;  Contentnia  Creek,  N.  C,  Trent  River,  N.  C,  204;  Neuse  River,  N.  C,  205 
inland  waterway  between  Newbem  and  Beaufort,  N.  C,  harbor  at  Beaufort,  N.  C, 
206;  inland  waterway  between  Beaufort  Harbor  and  New  River,  N.  C,  207;  New 
River,  N.  C,  Black  River,  N.  C,  208;  North  East  (Cape  Fear)  River,  N.  C.  209; 
Cape  Fear  River  above  Wilmington,  N.  C,  Cape  Fear  River  at  and  below  Wil- 
mington, N.  C,  210. 

In  the  charge  of  Maj.  £.  H.  Ruffner,  Maj.  Frederic  V.  Abbot,  and  Lirut. 
Edwin  R.  Stuart,  Corps  of  Engineers— 

Waccamaw  River,  N.  C.  and  S.  C,  212;  Little  Pedee  River,  S.  C,  Great  Pedee  River, 
8,  C,  213;  Wiuyah  Bay,  S.  C,  214;  Santee  River,  S.  C.,216;  Wateree  River,  S.  C, 
217:  Congaree  kiver,  8.  C,  218;  Charleston  Harbor,  including  Mount  Pleasant 
and  Sullivan  Island  shore,  S.  C,  219 ;  Wappoo  Cut,  S.  C.,  Beaufort  River,  S.  C,  220. 

In  the  charge  of  Caft.  O.  M.  Carter  and  of  Capt.  Cabsius  E.  Gillette,  Corps 
of  Engineers — 

Savannah  Harbor,  Ga.,  221;  Savannah  River,  Ga.,  223;  Savannah  River  above 
Aagusta,  Ga.,  224;  Darien  Harbor,  Ga.,  225;  Altamaha  River,  Ga.,  226;  Oconee 
River,  Ga.,  227;  Ocmnlgee  River,  Ga.,  228;  Brunswick  Harbor,  Ga.,  229;  inside 
water  route  between  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Fern  and  ina,  Fla.,  230;  removing  sunken 
vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  navigation,  231. 

In  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  H.  Bentaurd,  Corps  of  Engineers — 

Cumberland  Sound,  Ga.  and  Fla.,  232;  St.  Johns  River,  Fla.,  234;  Volusia  Bar,  Fla., 
23o;  Ocklawaha,  River,  Fla.,  236;  St.  Augustine  Harbor,  Fla.,  237;  Indian  River, 
Fla.,  Negro  Cut,  Ha.,  238;  Jupiter  Inlet,  Fla.,  Caloosahatchee  River,  Fla.,  239; 
Charlotte  Harbor  and  Pease  Creek,  Fla.,  240;  Sarasota  Bay,  Fla.,  241;  Manatee 
River,  Fla.,  242;  Withlacoochee  River,  Fla.,  243 ;  Snwanee  River,  Fla.,  244 ;  remov- 
ing sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  eudangering  navigation,  surveys,  245. 

In  thk  charge,  of  Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  H.  Benyaurd  and  of  Capt.  Cuarles  H. 
McKiNSTRT,  Corps  of  Engineers — 

Harbor  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  248. 

Ih  THK  charge  of  Maj.  F.  A.  Mahan,  Corps  of  Engineers*- 

Cftrrabelle  Bar  and  Harbor,  Fla.,  249;  Apalachicola  Bay,  Fla.,  250;  Apalachioola-. 
River,  the  Cot-oJBT,  and  lower  Chtpola  River,  Fla.,  Flint  River,  Ga.,  251;  Chatta- 
hoochee River,  Ga.  and  Ala.,  below  Columbus,  252;  Chattahoochee  River,  between 
Weatpoint  and  Franklin,  Ga.,  253;  Choctawhatchee  River,  Fla.  and  Ala.,  har- 
bor of  Pensacola,  Fla.,  S^;  Escambia  and  Conecuh  rivers,  Fla.  and  Ala.,  25o: 
Alabama  River,  Ala.,  256;  improvement  of,  and  operating  and  oare  of  canals  and 
other  works  of  navigation  on,  Coosa  River,  Ga.  and  Ala.,  267, 259;  examination,  259. 


IV  CONTENIU 

In  thb  chabgb  of  Maj.  Wm.  T.  Robsbll,  Corps  of  Engineers—   . 

Mobile  Harbor,  Ala.,  259;  Black  Warrior  River,  Ala.,  260;  operation  and  care  of 
locks  and  dams  on  Black  Warrior  River,  Ala.,  Warrior  and  Toinbigbee  rivera,  Ata. 
and  Miss.^  261;  Tombigbee  River,  from  its  mouth  to  Demopolis,  Ala.,  262;  Tom- 
bigbee  River,  from  Demopolis,  Ala.,  to  Colambns,  Miss.,  263;  Tombigbee  River, 
from  Fnlton  to  Columbns,  Miss.,  and  from  Walkers  Bridge  to  Fnlton,  Miss.,  Noxu- 
bee River,  Miss.,  264;  Pascagoula  River,  Miss.,  Chickasabay  River,  Miss,  265; 
Leaf  River,  Miss.,  Pearl  River,  below  Jaokson,  Miss.,  266;  Pearl  River  between 
Carthage  and  Jackson,  Miss.,  Pearl  River  between  Edinburg  and  Carthage,  Miss., 
267;  Bogae  Chitto,  La.,  268;  surveys,  269. 

In  the  charge  of  Maj.  James  B.  Quinn,  Corps  of  Engineers— 

Inspection  of  the  improvement  of  the  South  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  River,  269; 
Cnefuncte  River  and  Bogiie  Falia,  La.,  Tickfaw  River  and  its  tributaries,  La.,  270; 
Amite  River  and  Bayou  Manchac,  La.,  271;  Bayou  Lafourche,  La  ,  Bayou  Plaque- 
mine,  Grand  River,  and  Pigeon  bavous.  La.,  272;  Bayou  Courtablean,  La.,  Bayou 
Teche,  La.,  274;  channel,  bay,  and  passes  of  Bayou  Vermilion,  La ,  Mermentan 
River  and  tributaries,  La.,  275;  mouth  and  passes  of  Calcasieu  River,  La.,  276; 
harbor  at  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  278:  Sabine  River,  Tex.,  279;  Pass  a  Loutre,  Missis- 
sippi River,  280;  removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering 
navigation,  Homochitto  River,  Miss.,  281. 

In  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  A.  M.  Miller  and  Maj.  James  B.  Quinn,  Corps 
OF  Engineers,  and  Col.  Charles  S.  Rich6,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Captain 
Corps  of  Engineers — 

Galveston  Harbor,  Tex.,  282;  ship  channel  in  Galveston  Bay,  Tex.,  283;  operating 
and  care  of  Morgan  Canal,  Tex.,  channel  in  West  Galveston  Bay,  Tex.,  284 ;  Trinity 
River,  Tex.,  285;  Buffalo  Bayou,  Tex.,  286;  Brazos  River,  Tex.,  surveys,  287. 

WESTERN  RIVERS. 

In  the  charge  of  Maj.  J.  H.  Willard,  Corps  of  Engineers — 

Red  River,  La.  and  Ark.,  289;  Red  River,  above  Fulton,  Ark.,  291;  Cypress  Bayou, 
Tex.  and  La.,  292;  Ouachita  and  Black  rivers.  Ark.  and  La.,  293;  Bayou  Barthol- 
omew, La.  and  Ark.,  Bcenf  River,  La.,  294;  Tensas  River  and  Bayou  Ma^on,  La., 
295;  Yazoo  River,  Miss.,  296;  mouth  of  Yazoo  River  and  harbor  at  Vicksburg, 
Miss.,  297;  Tallahatchie  River,  Miss.,  299;  Big  Sunflower  River,  Miss.,  300;  water 
gauges  on  the  Mississippi  River  and  its  principal  tributaries,  301 ;  survey,  302. 

In  the  charge  of  Capt,  W.  L.  Sibert,  Corps  of  Engineers— 

Removing  obstructions  in  Arkansas  River,  Ark.  and  Kans.,  Arkansas  River,  Ark., 
302;  White  River,  Ark.,  304;  Black  River,  Ark.  and  Mo.,  305;  Current  River,  Ark. 
and  Mo.,  306;  St.  Francis  River,  Ark.,  307;  St.  Francis  River,  Mo.,  surveyn,  308. 

In  the  charge  of  Maj.  Thos.  H.  Handbury,  Corps  of  Engineers — 

Removing  snags  and  wrecks  from  the  Mississippi  River  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Missouri  River,  309;  Mississippi  River  between  Ohio  and  Missouri  rivers,  310; 
harbor  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  312;  preventing  the  Mississippi  River  from  breaking 
through  into  the  Cache  River  at  or  near  a  point  known  as  Beechridge,  a  few 
miles  above  Cairo,  Ul.,  313. 

In  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  W.  R.  King,  Capt.  C.  McD.  Townsend,  and  LiEin. 
Charles  Keller,  Corps  of  Engineers— 

Operating  snag  boats  and  dredge  boats  on  Upper  Mississippi  River,  improving  Mis- 
sissippi River  between  Missouri  River  and  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  314;  operating  and  care 
of  Des  Moines  Rapids  Canal  and  Dry  Dock,  operating  and  care  of  Galena  River 
mprovement,  HI.,  316. 

In  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  W.  A.  Jones  and  of  Maj.  Frederic  Y.  Abbot,  Corps 
OF  Engineers— 

Mississippi  River,  between  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis,  Minn,  (construction  of  Lock 
and  Dam  No.  2),  316;  construction  of  reservoirs  at  head  waters  of  Mississippi  River, 
317;  operating  and  care  of  reservoirs  at  head  waters  of  Mississippi  River,  318; 
Chippewa  River,  including  yellow  banks,  Wis.,  319;  St.  Croix  River,  Wis.  and 
Minn.,  Minnesota  River,  Aiinn.,  Red  River  of  the  North,  Minn,  and  N.  Dak.,  320; 
ganging  Mississippi  River  at  or  near  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  survey,  323. 


CONTENTS.  V 

In  thb  cnAROK  op  Capt.  J.  C.  Sanfobd,  Corps  of  Engineebs^ 

Miaaoori  River  between  Stnbbs  Ferry,  'Mont.,  and  the  lower  limits  of  Sionx  City, 
Iowa,  823;  improving  Upper  MlBSoori  Biver  by  snagging,  Yellowstone  River, 
Mont,  and  N.  Dak.,  8^. 

Ih  thk  charob  of  Maj.  Dan  C.  Kingman,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  of  Likut. 
Col.  John  Biddlb,  U.  S.  Yoluntbebs,  Captain,  Corps  of  Engineers — 

Obion  River,  Tenn.,  330;  Forked  Deer  River,  Tenn.,  331;  North  or  Middle  Fork  of 
Korked  Deer  River,  Tenn.,  from  Dyersburg  to  the  Obion  River  and  thence  to  the 
Mississippi  River,  333;  Cnmberland  River^  Tenn.  and  Ky.,  below  Nashville,  334; 
above  Nashville,  336. 

In  the  charge  of  Maj.  Dan  0.  Kingman,  Corps  of  Engineers^ 

Tennesaee  River  system,  339;  Tennessee  River  above  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  340;  below 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  341;  operating  and  oare  of  Muscle  Shoals  Canal,  Tennessee 
River,  French  Broad  and  Little  Pigeon  rivers,  Tenn.,  344;  Clinch  River,  Tenn.,  346; 
aarveySy  347. 

In  THE  Charge  of  Capt.  J.  0.  Warren,  Corps  of  Engineers — 

Falls  of  the  Ohio  River  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  including  Indiana  Chnte  Falls,  347; 
operating  and  care  of  lA>nisville  and  Portland  Canal,  Ky.,  349;  Wabash  Hiver, 
Ind.  and  111.,  below  Vincennos,  350;  Wabash  River  above  Yincennes,  operating 
and  care  of  lock  and  dam  at  Grand  Rapids,  Wabash  River,  White  River,  Ind.,  351 ; 
Tradewater  River,  Ky.,  Lock  No.  2,  Green  River,  at  Rumsey,  Ky.,  352;  Green  River 
above  mouth  of  Big  Barren  River,  Ky.,  353;  operating  and  oare  of  looks  and  dams 
on  Green  and  Barren  rivers,  Ky.,  Rongh  River,  Ky .,  354 ;  operating  and  care  (»f 
lock  and  dam  in  Rough  River,  Ky.,  Kentucky  River,  Ky.,  355;  operating  and  care 
of  iocka  and  dama  in  Kentucky  River,  Ky.,  356. 

Ix  THE  charge  of  Maj.  W.  H.  Heuer  and  of  Maj.  W.  H.  Bixbt,  Corps  of 

ENG1XRKR8— 

Ohio  River,  356 ;  operating  snag  boats  on  the  Ohio  River,  operating  and  care  of  Davis 
Island  Dam,  Ohio  River,  near  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  358;  movalile  dams  Nos.  2, 3, 4.  5,  and 
6  in  the  Ohio  River.  359;  Muskingnm  Kiver,  Ohio,  operating  and  care  of  locks  and 
dams  on  Mnskingum  River,  Ohio,  361;  Little  Kanawha  River,  W.  Va.,  362;  opera- 
ting and  eare  of  lock  and  dam  in  Little  Kanawha  River,  W.  Va.,  Great  Kanawha 
River,  W.  Va.,  363;  operating  and  keeping  in  repair  the  seven  finished  locks  and 
dams  in  the  Great  Kanawha  River,  W.  Va.,  Elk  River,  W.  Va.,  365;  Ganley  River, 
W.  Va.,  366;  Now  River,  Va.  and  W.  Va.,  367;  Guyandotte  River,  W.  Va.,  368; 
Big  Sandy  River,  W.  Va.,  369;  operating  and  care  of  lock  and  dam  in  Big  Sandy 
River,  370;  Tug  Fork  of  Big  Sandy  River,  W.  Va.  and  Ky.,  Levisa  Fork  of  Big 


ing  I? 
r,  Ky., 


Sandy  River,  Ky.,  371 ;  surveys,  372. 

Iif  THK  charge  of  Maj.  Chab.  F.  Powell,  Corps  of  Engineers— 

Monongahela  River.  W.  Va.,  373;  operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams,  Mononga- 
hela  River,  374;  Allegheny  River,  Pa.,  375;  looks  and  dams  at  Herr  Island,  above 
the  head  of  Six-mile  Island,  and  at  Springdale,  Allegheny  River,  376;  surveys,  377. 

LAKE  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS. 
In  thtc  charge  of  Maj.  Clinton  B.  Sears,  Corps  of  Enginbebs — 


Harbor  at  Grand  Marais,  Minn.,  harbor  at  Agate  Bay,  Minn.,  378;  harbor  at  Dnluth, 
Minn;,  and  Snperior,  Wis.,  379;  harbor  at  Ashland,  Wis.,  380;  harbor  at  Ontona- 

gon,  Mich.,  381;  waterway  across  Keweenaw  Point  from  Keweenaw  Bay  to  Lake 
nperior,  Mioh.,  382 :  operating  and  care  of  waterway  across  Keweenaw  Point  from 
Keweenaw  Bay  to  Lake  Superior,  Mich.,  harbor  at  Marqnette,  Mich.,  harbor  of 
relbge,  Marquette  Bay,  Mich.,  383;  harbor  of  refiige  at  Grand  Marais,  Mich.,  384; 
removing  snnken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  navigation,  886. 


VI  CONTENTS. 

Is  THB  CHARGE  OF  CaPT.  GSO.  A.  ZjKS,  OORPS  OF  ENGIlTinBRS— 

Meoomioee  Harbor,  Micb.  and  Wis.,  Menomibee  Rivei,  Micb.  and  Wis.,  385;  Ooon^o 
Harbor,  Wis..  386;  Pensaukee  Harbor,  Wis.,  Green  Bay  Harbor,  Wis.,  387;  Stnr- 
geon  Bay  and  Lake  Michigan  Ship  Canal,  Wis.,  388;  operating  and  care  of  8tnr. 
geon  Bay  and  Lake  Michigan  Ship  Canal,  Stnrgeon  Bay  Canal  harbor  of  refuge, 
Wis.,  389:  Ahnapee  Harbor,  Wis.,  Kewaunee  Harbor,  Wis.,  390;  Two  Rivers 
Harbor,  Wis.,  391;  Manitowoc  Harbor,  Wis.,  Sheboygan  Harbor,  Wis.,  392;  Port 
Washington  Harbor,  Wis.,  harbor  of  refuge,  Milwaukee,  Wis^  393;  Milwaukee 
Harbor,  Wis.,  394;  South  Milwaukee  Harbor,  Wis.,  Racine  Harbor,  Wis.,  395; 
Kenosha  Harbor.  Wis.,  Waukegan  Harbor,  111.,  396;  Fox  River,  Wis.,  397;  operat- 
ing and  care  of  locks  and  dams  on  Fox  River,  Wis.,  survey,  399. 

In  the  charge  of  Maj.  W.  L.  Marshall,  Corps  of  Enginsbrs — 

Chicago  Harbor,  111.,  400;  Chicago  River,  HI.,  401;  Calumet  Harbor,  111.,  402;  Calu- 
met River,  111.  and  Ind.,  403;  Illinois  River,  Til.,  404;  operating  and  care  of  La 
Grange  and  Kampsville  locks,  Illinois  River,  Illinois  and  Mississippi  Canal,  111., 
406;  operating  and  care  of  Illinois  and  Mississippi  Canal— canal  around  lower 
rapids  of  Rock  River,  at  Milan,  Hi.,  408. 

In  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  G.  J.  Ltdecker  and  of  Capt.  C.  McD.  Townsend, 
Corps  of  Engineers — 

Michigan  City  inner  and  outer  harbors,  Ind.,  409;  St.  Joseph  Harbor,  Mich.,  410;  St, 
Joseph  River,  Mich.,  411 1  South  Haven  Harbor,  Mich.,  412 ;  Saugatuck  Harbor. 
Mich.,  413;  Kalamazoo  River,  Mich.,  Holland  (Black  Lake)  Harbor,  Mich.,  414; 
Grand  Haven  Harbor,  Mich.,  415;  Grand  River,  Mich.,  416;  Muskegon  H&rbor, 
Mich.,  White  Lake  Harbor,  Mich.,  417;  Pentwater  Harbor,  Mich.,  Luaington  Har- 
bor, Mich.,  418;  Manistee  Harbor,  Mich.,  419;  harbor  of  refuge  at  Portage  Lake, 
Manistee  County,  Mich.,  420;  Frankfort  Harbor,  Mich.,  421;  Charlevoix  Harbor, 
Mich.,  422;  Petoskey  Harbor,  Mioh.^  423;  survey,  424. 

In  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  G.  J.  Ltdecker,  Corps  of  Engineers — 

Ship  channel  connecting  waters  of  the  Great  Lakes  between  Chicago,  Dulnth,  and 
Buffalo,  424;  St.  Marys  River  at  the  falls,  Mich.,  426;  operating  und  care  of  St. 
Marys  Falls  Canul,  Mich.,  Hay  Lake  Channel,  St.  Marys  River,  Mich.,  427;  Che- 
boygan Harbor,  Mich.,  429;  Alpena  Harbor  (Thunder  Bay  River),  Mich.,  Saginaw 
River,  Mich.,  430;  Sebewaing  River,  Mich.,  431;  harbor  of  refuge  at  Sandbeach, 
Lake  Huron,  Mich.,  432;  uiouth  of  Black  River,  Mich.,  Black  River  at  Port  Huron, 
Mich,,  433;  Pine  River,  Mich.,  434;  Belle  River,  Mich.,  St.  Clair  Flats  Canal,  Mich., 
435;  operating  and  care  of  St.  Clair  Flats  Canal,  Mich..  Clinton  River,  Mich.,  436; 
Detroit  River,  Mich.,  Rouge  River,  Mich.,  437;  turning  basin  in  Rouge  River, 
Mich.,  438;  surveys,  439. 

In  the  charge  of  Col.  Jared  A.  Smith,  Corps  of  Engineers — 

Monroe  Harbor,  Mich.,  440;  Toledo  Harbor,  Ohio,  441;  Port  Clinton  Harbor,  Ohio, 
Sandusky  Harbor,  Ohio,  443;  Huron  Harbor,  Oiiio,  Vermilion  Harbor,  Ohio,  445; 
Black  River  (Lorain)  Harbor,  Ohio,  446;  Cleveland  Harbor,  Ohio,  447;  Fairport 
Harbor,  Ohio,  449;  Ashtabula  Harbor,  Ohio,  450;  Conneaut  Harbor,  Ohio,  4.51; 
removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  navigation,  surveys, 
452. 

In  the  charge  of  Maj.  Thomas  W.  Symons,  Corps  of  Engineers— 

Erie  Harbor,  Pa.,  455;  harbor  at  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  456;  Buffalo  Harbor,  K.  Y.,  458; 
Tonawanda  Harbor  and  Niagara  River,  N.  Y.,  460;  Niagara  River  from  Tonawauda 
to  Port  Day,  N.  Y.,  461;  Wilson  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  463. 

In  the  charge  op  Maj.  W.  S.  Stanton,  Corps  of  Engineers — 

Harbor  at  Charlotte,  N.  Y.,  463;  harbor  at  Great  Sodus  Bay,  N.  Y.,  harbor  at  Little 
Sodus  Bay,  N.  Y.,  464;  harbor  at  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  465;  harbor  at  Sackettn  Harbor, 
N.  Y.,  harbor  at  Cape  Vincent,  N.  Y.,  46o;  shoals  between  Sister  Islands  and  Cross- 
over Light,  and  between  Ogdensburg  and  the  foot  of  Lake  Ontario,  St.  Lawrence 
River,  467;  harbor  at  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  468. 

In  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  Hiram  M.  Chittenden,  U.  S.  VolunteerSi  Cap- 
tain, Corps  of  Engineers — 

Examination  of  reservoir  sites  in  Wyominf!^  and  Colorado,  469. 


CONTENTS.  VII 

PACIFIC  COAST. 

Ik  thb  chabok  of  Col.  Chas.  R.  Sutbr,  Corps  of  ENGunsEBs— 
Sorvey  of  oertaiD  rooks  in  San  l^^ancisco  Harbor,  Cal.,  469. 

IH  THX  CHABOS  OF  MaJ.  CHAS.  E.   L.   B.   DaVIS,   CORPS  OF  EnGINEBRS — 

San  Diego  Harbor,  Cal.,  deep-water  harbor  at  San  Pedro  Bay,  Cal.,  470;  Wilmington 
Harbor,  Cal.,  471;  San  Lnie  Obispo  Harbor,  Cal.,  472. 

Ik  thk  charob  of  Maj.  W.  H.  Hbuer,  Maj.  Chab.  E.  L.  B.  Davis,  and  Capt. 

CaSSIUS  £.  GiLLBTTE,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS — 

Oakland  Harbor,  Cal.,  San  Joaqnin  River,  Cal..  473;  Mokelamne  River,  Cal.,  Sacra- 
mento and  Feather  rivers,  Cat.,  475;  Napa  River,  Cal.,  476;  Petalnma  Creek,  Cal., 
Hnmboldt  Harbor  and  Bay,  Cal.,  477. 

In  thb  charge  of  Maj.  W.  L.  Fisk,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  of  Lieut.  Cou 
Charles  L.  Potter,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Captain,  Corps  of  Engineers— 

Port  Orford  Harbor,  Oreg.,  479;  Coqaille  River,  Ores,  (general  improvement),  480; 
Coqnille  River,  Oreg.,  between  Coqnille  and  Myrtle  Point,  481;  entrance  to  Coos 
Bay  and  Harbor,  Oreg.,  483 1  harbor  at  Coos  Bay,  Oreg.  (dredging),  484;  Coos 
River,  Oreg.,  485;  Umpqaa  River,  Oreg.,  486;  month  of  Sinslaw  River,  Oreg.,  487; 
Alaea  River,  Oreg.,  488;  Taqnina  Bay,  Oreg.,  489 j  Nestngga  River,  Oreg.,  491; 
Tillamook  Bay  and  Bar,  Oreg.,  492;  Upper  Columbia  and  Snake  rivers,  Oreg.  and 
Wash.,  493 :  Columbia  River  at  Three-mile  Rapids,  and  the  oonstmction  and  equip- 
ment of  a  boat  railway  from  the  foot  of  The  Dalles  Rapids  to  the  head  of  Celilo 
Falls,  Oreg.  and  Wash.,  495;  canal  at  the  Cascades,  Commbia  River,  Oreg.,  496; 
operating  and  care  of  canal  and  locks  at  the  Cascades  of  the  Columbia  River, 
G^g.,  4^;  Columbia  River  between  Vancouver,  Wash.,  and  the  mouth  of  Wil- 
lamette River,  499;  Clearwater  River,  Idaho,  5(X);  examinations  and  surveys,  501. 

In  the  chabgb  of  Maj.  W.  L.  Fisk,  Corps  of  Enoineebs— 

Willamette  River  above  Portland,  and  Tamhill  River,  Oreg.,  504;  Columbia  and 
Lower  Willamette  rivers  below  Portland,  Oreg..  505;  Columbia  River,  Ore||^., 
below  Tongue  Point,  month  of  Columbia  River^  Oreg.  and  Wash^,  507;  Cowlitz 
River,  Wash.,  508; 
tions  and  surveys 


River,  Wasn.,  508;  gauging  waters  of  Columbia  River,  Oreg.  and  Wash.,  ezamina- 

,509. 


In  THE  CHABOE  OF  CaPT.   HaBRT  TaTLOB,  CORPS  OF  ENOINEEBS— 

Willapa  River  and  Harbor,  Wash.,  511;  Grays  Harbor  and  bar  entrance.  Wash., 
512;  Chehalis  River,  Wash.,  Puget  Sound  and  its  tributary  waters,  Wash.,  514; 
harbor  at  Olympia,  Wash.,  waterway  connecting  Puget  Sound  with  lakes  Union 
and  Washington, 516;  Everett  Harbor,  Wash.,  518;  Swinomish  Slough,  Wash., 
519;  Kootenai  River,  Idaho,  between  Bonners  Ferry  and  the  international  bound- 
ary line,  Kootenai  River,  above  Jennings,  Mont.,  521;  Flathead  River,  Mont., 
522;  examinations  and  surveys,  523. 

EXAMINATIONS,  SURVEYS,  AND  CONTINGENCIES  OF   RIVERS  AND  HAR- 
BORS  527 

SUPERVISION  OF  THE  HARBOR  OF  NEW  YORK. 

LiBUT.  Commander  W.  L.  Field.  Lieut.  Commander  N.  J.  K.  Patch,  and  Lieut. 
JouK  F.  Pabkbr,  U.  S.  N.,  Supervisors 527 

MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  COMMISSION 528 

MISSOURI  RIVER  COMMISSION 529 

CALIFORNIA  DfiBRIS  COMMISSION 530 


Vm  CONTENTS. 

BBmaiNa  navigable  waters  of  the  united  states. 

Under  authority  of  special  aoU  of  Congress, — (1 )  Bridge  of  the  city  of  Monroe.  La., 
across  Oaachita  Kiver  at  Destard  street,  (2)  bridge  of  the  Columbia  ana  Red 
Moantain  Railway  Company  across  Columbia  River  at  Northport,  Wash.,  (3) 
bridge  of  Marietta  and  Williamstown  Bridge  Company  across  Ohio  River  between 
MartotU,  Ohio,  and  Williamstown,  W.  Va.,  (4)  bridge  of  the  Mifflin  Bridge  Com- 
pany  across  Monongahela  River  at  McKeesport,  Pa.,  (5)  bridge  of  the  Louisville 
and  Portland  Bridge  Company  across  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal,  (6)  bridge 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  Hamburg  and  Western  Railway  Company  across  Bayou 
Bartholomew,  Ark.,  (7)  bridge  oi  Leflore  Countv,  Miss.,  across  Yazoo  River  at 
Greenwood,  (8)  bridge  of  the  Bellaire- Ben  wood  Bridge  Company  across  Ohio  River 
between  Bellaire,  Ohio,  and  Benwood,  W.  Va.,  531;  (9)  bridge  of  Dale  County, 
Ala.,  across  Choctawhatchee  River  near  Newton,  (10)  bridge  of  Dale  Countv,  Ala., 
across  Choctawhatchee  Kiver  near  old  HoUis  Bridge,  (11)  bridge  of  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Railway  Company  across  Mississippi  River  between  Prairie 
du  Chien,  Wis.,  and  North  McGregor,  Iowa,  (12)  bridge  of  Yazoo  and  Mississippi 
Valley  Railroad  Company  across  Yalobusha  River,  in  Leflore  County,  Miss.,  (13) 
bridge  of  the  Jonesboro,  Lake  City  anfl  Eastern  Railroad  Company  across  Lake  St. 
Francis  near  Lake  City,  Ark.,  (14)  bridge  of  the  Lewiston  Connecting  Bridge 
Company  across  Niagara  River  at  Lewiston,  N.  Y.,  (15)  bridge  of  the  Lewiston- 
Concord  Bildge  Company  across  Snake  River  between  Lewiston,  Idaho,  and  Con- 
cord, Wash.,  532. 

Under  authority  of  State  laws. — (1)  Bridge  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Company  across  Pas- 
saic River  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  (2)  bridge  of  the  city  of  Boston,  Mass.,  across  Fort 
Point  Channel,  (3)  bridge  of  Butler  and  Muhlenberg  counties,  Ky.,  across  Mud  River 
at  or  near  Rochester,  Ky.,  (4)  bridge  of  the  United  Railroads  of  Washington  across 
Wishka  River,  Wash.,  (5)  bridge  of  the  United  Railroads  of  Washington  across 
Hoquiam  River.  Wash.,  (6)  bridge  of  the  city  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  across  Yellow 
Mill  Pond  at  Stratford  avenue,  (7)  bridge  of  the  city  of  Appleton,  Wis.,  across 
the  United  States  Fox  River  Canal  at  Lake  street,  (8)  bridge  of  Osage  County, 
Mo.,  across  Gasconade  River  at  Rollins  Ferry,  (9)  bridge  of  Craven  County,  N.  C, 
across  Trent  River  at  Newborn,  (10)  bridp^e  of  the  city  of  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  across 
Black  River  at  Elm  wood  street,  (11)  bridge  of  the  city  of  New  York  across  the 
channel  between  City  Island  and  Pelham  Bay  Park,  (12)  bridge  of  Cabell  County, 
W.  Va.,  across  Guyandotte  River  at  Salt  Rock,  (13)  bridge  of  the  city  of  Chicago, 
111.,  across  South  Fork  of  South  Branch  of  Chicago  River  at  Archer  avenue,  (14^ 
bridge  of  the  city  of  New  York  across  Harlem  River  between  One  hundred  ana 
forty-fifth  and  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  streets,  (15)  bridge  of  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  and  Quincy  Railroad  Company  across  Quinoy  Bay  at  Quincy,  111.,  533 ; 
(16)  bridge  of  the  Galveston,  Brazos  and  Southwestern  Railway  Company  across 
Chocolate  Bayou.  Tex.,  (17)  temporary  bridge  of  the  New  York  Central  and  Hud- 
son River  Railroad  across  Spuyten  Duyvil  Creek,  N.  Y.,  (18)  bridge  of  the  Detroit 
and  Lima  Northern  Railway  Company  across  Rouge  River  at  Delray.  Mich.,  (19) 
bridge  of  the  Southeastern  and  Atlantic  Railroad  Company  across  Soutnem  Branch 
of  Elizabeth  River  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  (20)  bridges  of  the  city  of  New  York  across 
Bronx  River  at  Westchester  avenue,  (21)  bridge  of  the  town  of  Mukwa,  Wis.,  across 
Wolf  River  at  Northport,  in  said  town,  (22)  oridge  of  the  Rapid  Railroad  Com- 
pany across  the  northwest  comer  of  Lake  St.  Clair,  Mich.,  (23)  bridge  of  the 
Peoria  and  Pekin  Traction  Company  across  Illinois  River  at  Pekin,  III.,  (24) 
bridge  of  Whatcom  County,  Wash.,  across  Nooksack  River  at  Orvis  Ferry,  (25) 
bridge  of  the  city  of  Saginaw,  Mich.,  across  Saginaw  River  at  Court  street,  (26) 
bridge  of  Bergen  County,  N.  J.,  across  Hackensack  River  at  Anderson  street, 
Hackensack,  N.  J.,  (27)  bridge  of  the  St.  Paul,  Mineapolis  and  Manitoba  Rail- 
way Company  across  Steamboat  River,  Minn.,  (28).  bridge  of  the  St.  Paul,  Minne- 
apolis and  Manitoba  Railroad  Company  acroM  Kabekona  Narrows,  Minn.,  534; 
(29)  bridge  of  Craven  County,  N.  C,  across  Neuse  River  at  Newborn,  (30)  bridges 
of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  Corporation,  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  Company,  across  Fort 
Point  Channel,  Boston  Harbor,  Mass.^  (31)  bridge  of  Jeflerson  County,  Tex.,  across 
Taylors  Bayou,  (32)  bridge  of  the  Kerckhoff-CJuzner  Mill  and  Lumber  Company 
across  a  slough  of  Wilmington  Lagoon,  inner  harbor  of  San  Pedro,  Cal.,  (33)  bridge 
of  the  Queen  Anne's  Railroad  Company  across  Lewes  Creek  at  Lewes,  Del.,  (A) 
bridge  of  the  Eastern  Railway  Company  of  Minnesota  across  Mississippi  River  in 
Minnesota,  (35)  bridge  of  the  Eastern  Railway  Company  of  Minnesota  across  Ball 
Club  River,  Minn.,  J36)  bridge  of  the  New  Kensington  Bridge  Company  across 
Allegheny  River  at  Mew  Kensington,  Pa.,  (37)  bridge  of  the  Monongahela  Connect- 
ing Railroad  Company  across  Monoxigahela  River  near  Thirtieth  street,  South  Side, 
Rttsburg,  Pa.,  (38)  bridge  of  the  Pittsburg  and  Lake  Erie  Railroad  Company 
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Tonghioriieny  Rimr  between  McKeeRport  and  Reynoldton,  Pa.,  (39)  bridge 
of  Mr.  Daniel  Thompson  across  Bayou  Teclie  at  Calumet  Plantation,  La.,  (40) 
bridge  of  the  Lewistou^  Brunswick  and  Bath  Street  Railway  across  New  Meadows 
River  between  Brunswick  and  West  Bath,  Me.,  (41)  bridge  of  the  town  of  Bourne, 
Mass.,  across  Barlows  River,  (42)  bridge  of  the  Allegheny  and  Western  Railway 
Company  across  Allegheny  River  near  Mo8|>:rove,  Pa.,  535;  (43)  bridge  of  the 
Charleston  and  Seashore  Railroad  Company  across  a  cove  between  Mount  Pleasant 
and  Sullivan  Island,  S.  C,  (44)  bridge  of  the  Butters  Lumber  Company  across 
Lumber  River  near  Fairbiuff,  N.  C,  (45)  bridge  of  the  Louisville  and  Nashville 
Railroad  Company  across  Tennessee  River  at  Danville,  Tenn.,  (46)  bridge  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company  across  Little  Calumet  River  near  Chicago, 
111.,  (47)  bridge  of  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad  Company  across  Cumber- 
land River  at  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  (48)  bridge  of  the  county  of  Camden,  N.J.,  across 
Cooper  Creek  at  State  street,  Camden,  N.  J.,  (49)  bridge  of  the  city  of  New  York 
Across  Newtown  Creek  at  Greeupoint  avenue,  (50)  bridge  of  the  Charleston  and 
Seashore  Hailroad  Compnny  across  Breach  Inlet,  between  Sullivan  Island  and 
Long  Island,  S.  C,  (51)  bridge  of  the  parish  of  St.  Martin,  La.,  across  Bayou  Teche 
At  Breanx  Bridge,  St.  Martinville,  La.,  (52)  bridge  of  Walton  County,  Fla.,  across 
Black  Creek,  (53)  bridges  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad  Company  at 
entrance  to  Long  Cove  and  Clarks  Cove,  Thames  River,  Conn.,  (54)  bridge  of  Hay- 
wood County,  Tenn.,  across  Big  Hatehee  River  near  Brownsville,  (55)  bridge  of 
the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  across  Trent  River  near  Polloksville,  N.  C,  536 ;  (56)  brid^re 
of  Clatsop  County,  Oreg.,  across  Youngs  Bay  at  Astoria,  (.57)  bridge  of  the  Wil- 
mington Railway  Company  across  Cape  Fear  River  at  Navassa,  N.  C.,  (58)  bridge 
of  the  Wilmington  Railway  Bridge  Company  across  Northeast  Branch  of  Cape 
Fear  River  at  Hilton,  N.  C.  (59)  bridge  of  the  Pittsburg  and  Sharpsburg  Bridge 
Company  across  AUeghenv  River  from  Pittsburg  to  Sharpsburg,  Pa.,  (60)  bridge 
of  the  Mineral  Range  Railway  Company  across  Portage  Lake,  between  Houghton 
and  Hancock,  Mich.,  537. 

AlUraHotu. — (1)  Bridge  of  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company  and  the  Southern 
Pacific  Company  across  Sacramento  River  at  Tehama,  Cal.,  (2)  bridge  of  the  city 
of  New  York  across  Newtown  Creek  between  Vernon  and  Manhattan  avenues, 
537;  (3)  bridge  of  the  county  of  Alameda  acrpss  San  Antonio  Estuary  (Oakland 
Creek)  between  Oakland  and  Alameda,  Cal.,  at  Webster  street,  538. 

BRIDGES  OBSTRUCTING  NAVIGATION. 

(1)  Bridge  of  the  Far  Rockaway  Ferry  and  Improvement  Company  across  Far 
Rook  away  Bay,  N.  Y.,  (2)  briage  of  the  New  Vork,  New  Haven  and  Hartford 
Railroad  Company  across  Sakonnet  River  at  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  (3)  bridge  of  the  oi^ 
of  New  York  across  Newtown  Creek  between  Vernon  and  Manhattan  avenues,  538. 

OCCUPANCY  OF  AND  INJURY  TO  PUBLIC  WORKS  BY  CORPORATIONS  AND 

INDIVIDUALS 638 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

BRIDGES  AT  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

(1)  Repair  of  the  Aqueduct  Bridge  across  Potomac  River,  539 ;  (2)  survey  and  plan 
for  a  memorial  bridge  across  Potomac  River  from  the  Naval  Observatory  grounds 
to  the  Arlington  estate,  Va.,  540;  (3)  survey  for  construction  of  a  bridge  across 
the  Eastern  Branch  of  the  Potomac  River  (Anacostia  River)  in  line  with  Massa- 
chusetts avenue  extended  eastward;  (4)  plans  and  estimates  of  cost  for  a  stone 
arch  bridge,  and  also  for  a  steel  bridge  with  stone  fonndations,  over  Rook  Creek 
on  the  Une  of  Massaohnsetts  avenue  extended,  541. 

MAINTENANCE  AND  REPAIR  OF  WASHINGTON  AQUEDUCT,  AND  INCREAS- 
ING THE  WATER  SUPPLY  OF  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

In  tbm  chabob  of  Col.  Tiibo.  A.  Bingham,  U.  S.  Army,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward 
Burr*  U.  S.  VoLUNTBKKfl.  Captain,  Corps  of  Enoinrbrs,  and  Col.  D.  D. 
Gaillard,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Captain,  Corps  of  Enginbbrs— 

(1)  Washington  Aqueduct^  542 ;  increasing  the  wftter  supply  of  Washington,  D.  C,  545. 
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APPENDIX  No.  2. 
REPORT  OF  MAJ.  JOHN  G.  D.  KNIGHT,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Post  of  Willets  Point,  N.  Y.,  563;  United  States  Engineer  Sohool,  565;  Battalion  of 
Engineers,  569;  Engineer  Depot,  570. 

APPENDIX  No.  3. 

LETTER  OF  BRIG.  GEN.  G.  L.  GILLESPIE,  U.  S.  VOLUNTEERS,  COLONEL, 
CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS,  COMMANDING  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  EAST, 
UPON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  FORTRESS  COMMANDER 579 

APPENDIX  No.  4. 

FORTIFICATIONS,  INCLUDING  TORPEDO  DEFENSES.  FISCAL  YEAR  1897-98. 

A)  Coasts  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire.  (In  the  charge  of  Mf^.  R.  L.  Hoxie, 
Corp  of  Engineers.) — 583. 

B)  Boston  Harbor,  Mass.  (In  the  charge  of  Col.  S.  M.  Mansfield,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers.)— 592. 

C)  Southeast  Coast  of  Massachusetts  and  Riiodk  Island,  at  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  and  Newport,  R.  I.  (In  the  charge  of  Maj.  D.  W.  Lockwood,  Corps  of 
Enffineers. )— 601. 

D)  Eastern  Entrance  to  Long  Island  Sound  and  Coast  of  Connecticut. 
(In  the  charge  of  Maj.  Smith  S.  Leach,  Corps  of  Engineers.)— 612. 

E)  New  York,  N.  Y.  (In  the  charge  of  Brig.  Geu.  William  Lndlow  (now  major- 
general),  U.  S.  Volnnteors,  lieutenant-colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers;  Maj.  H.  M. 
Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  Maj.  John  G.  D.  Kni>;ht,  Corps  of  Engineers. ) — 624. 

F)  Delaware  River,  N.  J.,  Pa.,  and  Del.  (In  the  charge  of  Lieat.  Col.  C.  VV. 
Raymond,  Corps  of  Engineers.)— 637. 

G)  Baltimoke,  Md.  (In  the  charge  of  Brig.  Gten.  Peter  C.  Hains,  U.  S.  Volanteers, 
colonel.  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  Lieut.  (3nar7e8  W.  Kutz,  Corps  of  Engineers.) — 
658. 

H)  Washington,  D.  C.  (In  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  Chas.  J.  Allen,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers.)— 667. 

I)  Hampton  Roads^  Va.  (In  the  charge  of  Maj.  Thos.  L.  Casey,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers.)— 679:  artesian  well,  Foi-t  Monroe,  687. 

J)  Coast  of  I^orth  Carolina.  (In  the  charge  of  Capt.  W.  E.  Craighill,  Corps  of 
Engineers. )— 692. 

K)  Coast  of  South  Carolina.    (In  the  charge  of  Mai.  E.  H.  Ruffner,  Maj.  Fred- 
eric V.  Abbot,  and  Lieut.  Edwin  R.  Stuart,  Corps  of  Engineers.) — 697. 
(L)  Coast  of  Georgia  and  Cumberland  Sound,  Ga.  and  Fla.    (In  the  charge  of 

Capt.  O.  M.  Carter  and  Capt.  Cassins  E.  Gillette,  Corps  of  Engineers.) — 707. 
(M)  East  and  West  Coasts  of  Florida.    (In  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  H. 
Benyaord,  Corps  of  Engineers.)— 716. 
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(K)  KST  Ws8T,  Fla.  (In  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  H.  Benyanrd  and  Capt. 
Charles  H.  MoKinstry,  Corps  of  Engineers.) — 720. 

(O)  PsNSACOLA,  Fla.  (In  the  charge  of  M<u.  F.  A.  Mahan,  Corps  of  Engineers.) — 
725. 

(P)  Mobile,  Aiji.,  and  Mississippi  Sound.  (In  the  charge  of  Maj.  Wm.  T.  Rossell, 
Corps  of  Engineers.) — 737. 

(Q)  Nkw  Orleans,  La.,  and  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.  (In  the  charge  of  Maj.  James  B. 
Qninn,  Corps  of  Engineers. ) — 744, 763. 

(R)  Galveston,  Tex.  (In  the  charge  of  Lient.  Col.  A.  M.  Miller,  Maj.  James  B. 
Q  tins,  and  Col.  Charles  S.  Rich6,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  captain,  Corps  of  Engineers.) — 
765. 

(8)  LAjn  PoRTS.iN  New  Yobk.  (In  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  A.  M.  Miller  and  Maj. 
W.  8.  Stanton,  Corps  of  Engineers.)— 773. 

(T)  8an  Diego,  Cal.  (In  the  charge  of  Mi^.  Chas.  E.  L.  B.  Davis,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers.)— 775. 

(U)  San  Francisco,  Cal.  (In  the  charge  of  Col.  Chas.  R.  Suter,  Mi^.  W.  H.  Hener, 
and  Mi^.  Chas.  E.  L.  B.  Davis,  Corps  of  Engineers.)— 779. 

(Y)  Mouth  of  Columbia  River.  (In  the  charge  of  Maj.  W.  L.  Fisk,  Corps  of 
Engineers.) — ^797. 

(W)  PuGET  Sound,  Wash.  (In  the  charge  of  Capt.  Harry  Taylor,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers.)—803. 

EIVBES    AND    HARBORS,   ETC. 

■ 

APPENDIX  A. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  ft.  L.  HOXIE,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvements. — LiiUec  Channel,  Me.,  813;  Moosabec  Bar,  Me.,  815;  Narragnagns 
River,  Me.,  816;  breakwater  from  Mount  Desert  to  Porcupine  Island,  Bar  Harbor, 
Me.,  817;  harbor  at  Su  Hi  vans  Falls,  Me.,  818;  Union  River,  Me.,  819;  Bagaduce 
River,  Me.,  821;  Penobscot  River,  Me.,  822;  harbor  at  Rockland,  Me.,  823;  Carvers 
Harbor,  Vinalhaven,  Me.,  826;  Georges  River,  Me.,  827;  Kennebec  River,  Me..  828; 
Sasanoa  River,  Me.,  830;  Portland  Harbor.  Me.,  832;  Saco  River,  Me.,  834;  Cocbcco 
River,  N.  H.,  83d:  harbor  of  refuge  at  Little  Harbor,  N.  H.,  837;  removing  sunken 
veesels  or  craft  ocMtructing  or  endangering  navigation,  838. 

Surveys.— Union  River,  Me.,  839;  Bagaduce  River,  Me.,  842. 

APPENDIX  B. 

REPORT  OF  COL.  S.  M.  MANSFIELD,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Impbovemknts. — Newburyport  I 'arbor,  Mass.,  847;  Merrimac  River,  Mass,  850; 
Powow  River,  Mass.,  851;  Essex  River,  Mass.,  852;  harbor  of  refuge,  Sandy  Bay, 
Cape  Ann,  Mass.,  853 ;  harbor  at  Gloucester,  Mass.,  856 ;  harbor  at  Manchester,  Mass., 
869;  harbor  at  Lvnn,  Mass.,  860;  Mystic  and  Maiden  rivers,  Mass.,  862;  harbor  at 
Boston,  Mass.,  864 ;  Town  River,  Mass.,  872 ;  Weymouth  River,  Mass.,  873 ;  harbor  at 
Scitnate,  Mass.,  875;  harbor  at  Plymouth,  Mass., 877;  harbor  at  Provinoetown,  Mass., 
879;  harbor  at  Chatham,  Mass.,  882;  removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstrncting 
or  endangering  navigation,  883. 

SuKVBYS. — Merrimac  River,  Mass.,  884;  Boston  Harbor,  Mass.,  886. 

APPENDIX  0. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  D.  W.  LOCKWOOD,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvements. — Harbor  of  refuge  at  Hyannis,  Mass.,  896;  harbor  of  refuge  at  Nan- 
taeket,  Maas.,  898;  Vineyard  Haven  Harbor,  Mass.,  901;  Woods  Hole  Channel, 
Mam.,  903;  New  Bedford  Harbor,  Mass.,  906:  Canapitsit  Channel.  Mass.,  908; 
Taonton  River,  Mass.,  910;  Sakonnet  River,  R.  I.,  911;  Pawtucket  River,  JR.  I., 
913;  Providence  River  and  Narragansett  Bay,  R.  I.,  915;  Green  Jacket  Shoal, 


R.  I.,  929;  removing  snnken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  naviga- 
tlmi,  931. 
ExAMiHATiONS  AND  SuBVBT.— Herring  River,  Harwich,  Mam.,  932;  Salt  Pond,  Har- 
wich, Mam.,  984;  inner  harbor  at  Point  Judith  Pond,  R.  I.,  986. 
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APPENDIX  D. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  SMITH  S.  LEACH,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvements. — Pawcatuck  River,  R.  I.  and  Conn.,  941;  harbor  of  refuge  at  Ston- 
ingbon,  Conn.,  944;  Mystic  River,  Conn.,  945;  Tbanies  River,  Conn.,  947;  Connecti- 
cat  River  below  Hartford,  Conn.,  949;  harbor  of  refuge  at  Duck  Island,  Conn., 
953;  New  Haven  Harbor,  Conn.,  955;  breakwaters  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  958; 
Housatonic  River,  Conn.,  959;  Bridgeport  Harbor,  Conn.,  961;  Saugatuck  River 
and  Westport  Harbor,  Conn.,  964;  Norwalk  Harbor,  Conn.,  966;  Five-mile  River 
Harbor,  Conn.,  968;  Stamford  Harbor,  Conn.,  970;  harbor  at  Cos  Cob  and  Mian  us 
River,  Conn  ,  972;  Greenwich  Harbor,  Conn.,  974. 

SnuvKVS.— Connecticut  River  between  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  Holyoke,  Mass.,  976; 
South  Norwalk  Harbor,  Conn.,  989. 

APPENDIX  B. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  II.  M.  ADAMS,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvemknts. — Port  Chester  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  993;  Mamaroneok  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  995; 
East  Che8t<>r  Creek,  N.  Y.,  997;  Bronx  River,  N.  Y.,  999;  Mattituck  Harbor,  N.  Y., 
1001;  Port  Jelferson  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  1002;  Huntington  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  1005;  Glen- 
cove  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  1007;  Flushing  Bay,  N.  Y.,  1008;  Patchogue  River,  N.  Y.,  1010; 
Browns  Creek,  Sayville,  N.  Y.,  1012;  Canarsie  Bay,  N.  Y.,  1014;  Bay  Ridge  Chan- 

.  nel,  the  triangular  area  between  Bay  Ridge  and  Red  Hook  channels,  and  Red 
Hook  and  Buttermilk  cliannels,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  1016;  Gowanus  Creek 
Channel,  New  York  Harbor,  1020;  Newtown  Creek,  N.  Y.,  1022;  removing  sunken 
vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  navigation,  1025. 

Harbor  Links. — Kast  side  of  East  River,  Long  Island  City,  N.  Y.,  from  canal  of 
Devoe  Manufacturing  Company  to  Newtown  Creek,  1025;  Brooklyn  side  of  East 
River,  N.  Y.,  between  Hamilton  avenue  and  New  York  and  Brooklyn  Bridge,  1028. 

APPENDIX  F. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  H.  M.  ADAMS,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvements.— Harlem  River,  N.  Y.,  1031;  East  River  and  Hell  Cxate,  N.  Y.,  1036; 
New  York  Harbor,  N.  Y.,1038;  removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or 
endangering  navigation,  1041. 

APPENDIX  G. 
REPORT  OF  L1EU1\  COL.  A.  M.  MILLER,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvements.— Burlington  Harbor,  Vt.,  1043;  Otter  Creek,  Vt.,  1045;  Narrows  of 
Lake  Champlain,  N.  Y.  and  Vt.,  1046;  Hudson  River,  N.  Y.,  1047:  harbor  at  San- 
gerties,  N.  Y.,  1056;  harbor  at  Rondout,  N.  Y.,  1057;  harbor  at  Peekskill,  N.  T., 
1058;  Passaic  River,  N.  J.,  1059;  channel  between  Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey, 
1060;  Elizabeth  River,  N.  J.,  1061;  Raritan  River,  N.  J.,  1062;  South  River,  N.  J., 
1064;  Raritan  Bny,  N.  J.,  1065;  Matawan  Creek,  N.  J.,  1066;  harbor  at  Keyport, 
N.  J.,  1067 ;  Shoal  Harbor  and  Compton  Creek,  N.  J.,  1068 ;  Shrewsbury  River,  N.  J., 
1069;  Manasqnan  River,  N.  J.,  1070;  removing  sunken  vessels  or  oran  obstructing 
or  endangering  navigation,  1072. 

Harbor  Links. — East  shore  of  Hudson  River  in  front  of  city  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  1072. 

PART    II. 

APPENDIX  H. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUT.  COL.  C.  W.  RAYMOND,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Impbovbmbnts. — Delaware  River,  N.  J.  and  Pa.,  1075;  harbor  between  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  and  Camden,  N.  J.,  1085;  Schuylkill  River,  Pa.,  1089;  ice  harbor  at 
Marcushook,  Pa.,  iron  pier  in  Delaware  Bay,  near  Lewes,  Del.,  1093;  Delaware 
Breakwater,  Del.,  1094;  harbor  of  refuge,  Delaware  Bay,  Del.,  1096;  Rancocas 
River,  N.  J.,  1097;  Alloway  Creek,  N.  J.,  1099;  Cooper  Creek,  N.  J.,  1100;  Goshen 
Creek,  N.  J.,  1102;  removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangeHng 
navigation,  1104. 

SuBVBTS. — Delaware  River  from  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  to  deep  water  in  Delaware  Bay, 
1105;  Sohuylkill  River,  Pa.,  1114;  Mantua  Creek,  N.  J.,  1122;  Absecon  Inlet,  N.  J., 
112&, 
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APPENDIX  I. 

KEPORT  OP  WM.  F.  SMITH,  UNITED  STATES  AGENT,  MAJOB  OF  ENGI- 
NEERS, UNITED  STATES  ARMY,  RETIRED. 

Improvements. — ^WilxniDgton  Harbor,  Del.,  1145:  ice  harbor  at  Newcastle,  Del., 
Appoqninirnink  River,  Del.,  1149;  Smyrna  River,  Del.,  1151 ;  Mnrderkill  River,  Del., 
1152;  Mispillion  River,  Del.,  1154;  Broadkiin  River,  Del.,  inland  waterway  from 
Chinooieagne  Bay,  Va.,  to  Delaware  Bay,  at  or  near  Lewes,  Del.,  1156:  Susqae- 
hanoA  River,  above  and  below  Havre  de  Grace,  Md.,  1157:  Chester  River,  Md., 
from  Crampton  to  Jones  Landing,  1159;  Choptank  River,  Md.,  1160;  La  TYappe 
River,  Md.,  1161;  Warwick  River,  Md.,  1163;  Broad  Creek  River,  Del.,  1164;  Nan- 
ticoke  River,  Del.  and  Md.,  1165;  Wicomico  River,  Md.,  1166;  Manokin  River, 
Md.,  Pocomoke  River,  Md.,  1168;  Qneenstown  Harbor,  Md.,  1170;  Rockhall  Harbor 
and  inner  harbor  at  Rockhall,  Md.,  1171 ;  removing  sunken  vessQls  or  craft  obstruct- 
ing or  endangering  navigation,  1172. 

APPENDIX  J. 

REPORT  OP  LIEUT.  CHARLES  W.  KUTZ,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

iMPROVEMEirrs. — Patapsco  River  and  channel  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  1175 ;  channel  to 
Curtis  Bay,  in  Patapsco  River,  Baltimore  Harbor,  Md.,  1180;  harbor  of  southwest 
Baltimore  (Spring  Garden),  Md.,  removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or 
endangering  navigation,  llisi. 

APPENDIX  K 

REPORT  OF  LIEUT.  COL.  CHAS.  J.  ALLEN,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvkmkiits. — Potomac  River  at  Washington,  D.  C,  1183;  Occoauan  Creek,  Va., 
1190;  Aqnia  Creek,  Va.,  1193;  Nomini  Creek,  Va.,  1195;  Lower  Machodoc  Jreek, 
Ya.,  1197;  Rappahannock  River,  Va.,  1198;  Urbana  Creek,  Va.,  1202;  York  River, 
Va.- 1203;  Mattaponi  River,  Va.,  1'206;  Pamunkey  River, Va.,  1208;  James  River, Va., 
1209;  protection  of  Jamestown  Island,  Va.,  1219;  removing  sunken  vessels  or  oraft 
obstraoting  or  endangering  navigation,  1221. 

APPENDIX  L. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  THOS.  L.  CASEY,  CORPS  OP  ENGINEERS. 

Improvkmbntb. — Harbor  at  Norfolk  and  its  approaches,  Va.,  1223;  Western  Branch 
of  Elirabeth  River,  Va.,  123');  Nansemond  River,  Va.,  1226;  Appomattox  River,  Va., 
1227;  harbor  at  Cape  Charlus  City,  Va.,  Nandua  Creek,  Va.,  1229;  inland  water 
ronte  from  Norfolk,  Va.,  to  Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  through  Currituck  Sound,  1230; 
Roanoke  River,  N.  C.,  1232;  Pasquotank  River,  N.  C,  1233;  removing  sunken  vessela 
or  eraft  obstructing  or  endangering  navigation,  1234. 

APPENDIX  M. 

REPORT  OF  CAPT.  W.  E.  CRAIGHILL,  CORPS  OP  ENGINEERS. 

Imfrovbmrnts. — Ocracoke  Inlet,  N.  C,  1237:  Fishing  Creek,  N.  C,  1239;  Pamlico  and 
Tar  rivers,  N.  C,  1240;  Coutentnia  Creek,  N.  C,  1242;  Trent  River,  N.  C.,1243; 
Nense  River,  N.  C.,  1245;  inland  waterway  between  Newborn  and  Beaufort,  N.  C, 
1246;  harbor  at  Beaufort,  N.  C,  1247;  inland  waterway  between  Beaufort  Harbor 
and  New  River,  N.  C,  1249;  New  River,  N.  C,  1250;  Black  River,  N.  C,  1251 ;  North 
£ast  (Cape  Fear)  River,  N.  C,  1252;  Cape  Fear  River  above  Wilmington,  N.  C, 
1253;  Cape  Fear  River  at  and  below  Wilmington,  N.  C,  1255. 

APPENDIX  N. 

REPORT  OP  MAJ.  E.  H.  RUFFNER,  CORPS  OP  ENGINEERS. 

IifPiiovBMENTS. — Waocamaw  River,  N.  C.  and  S.  C,  1265:  Little  Pedee  River,  S.  C, 
1267;  Great  Pedee  River,  S.  C,  1269;  Winyah  Bay,  8.  C,  1272;  Santee  River, 
8.C.,  1275;  Wateree  River,  S.  C,  1278:  Congaree  River,  S.  C,  1280;  Cbarlestou 
Harbor,  including  Sullivan  Island  and  Mount  Pleasant  shore,  S.  C,  1283;  Wap- 
poo  Cnt,  8.  C,  11»6;  Beaufort  River,  S.  C,  1288. 
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APPENDIX  O. 

REPORT  OF  CAPT.  CASSIUS  E.  GILLETTE,  CORPS  OP  ENGINEERS. 

Improvements.— Savannah  Harbor,  Ga.,  1291;  Savannah  River,  Ga.,  1299;  Savan- 
nah River  above  Aafcnsta,  Ga.,  1301;  Darien  Hanbor,  Ga.,  1303;  Altamaha  River, 
Ga.,  1306;  Oconee  Rivor,  Ga.,  1308;  Ocmalgee  River,  Ga.,  1310;  Brauswick  Har- 
bor, Ga.,  1313;  inside  water  route  between  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Fernandiua,  Fla., 
1318;  removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  navigation, 
1320. 

APPENDIX  P. 

REPORT  OP  LIEUT.  COL.  W.  H.   H.   BENYAURD,  CORPS  OP  ENGINEERS. 

Improvements.— Cumberland  Sound,  Ga.  and  Fla.,  1323;  St.  Johns  River,  Fia.,  1327; 
Volusia  Bar,  Fla.,  1330;  Ocklawaha  River,  Fla.,  1331;  St.  Augustine  Harbor,  Fla., 
1332;  Indian  River,  Nejs^ro  Cut,  Jupiter  Inlet,  Fla.,  1333;  Caloosahatchee  River, 
Fla.,  1334:  Charlotte  Harbor  and  Pease  Creek,  Fla.,  1335;  Sarasota  Bay,  Fla., 
1337;  ManateeRiver,  Fla..  1338;  Withlacooohee  River,  Fla.,  1340;  Snwanee  River, 
Fla.,  1341 ;  removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  naviga- 
tion, 1343. 

Surveys.— St.  Johns  River,  Fla.,  at  Orange  Mills  Flats,  below  Palatka,  1343;  St. 
Lucia  Inlet  and  River,  Fla.,  1348;  Hillsboro  Bay,  Fla.,  from  its  conAuence  with 
Tampa  Bay,  through  Hillsboro  Bay  and  River,  to  the  city  of  Tampa,  1357;  Ancloie 
River,  Fla.,  1361;  Withlacoochee  River,  Fla.,  from  its  mouth  to  the  head  of  navi- 
gation, 1363. 

APPENDIX  Q. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUT.  CHARLES  H.  McKlNSTRY,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 
Improvement. — Harbor  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  including  entrance  thereto,  1371. 

APPENDIX  R. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  F.  A.  MAHAN,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvements. — Carrabelle  Bar  and  Harbor,  Fla.,  1376;  Apalachicola  Bay,  Fla., 
1377;  Apalachicola  River,  the  Cut-off  and  lower  Chipola  River,  Fla.,  1381;  Flint 
River,  Ga.,  1383;  Chattahoochee  River,  Ga.  and  Ala.,  1387;  Choctawhatchee 
River,  Fla.  and  Ala.,  1394;  Pensacola  Harbor,  Fla.,  1397;  Escambia  and  Conecuh 
rivers,  Fla.  and  Ala.,  1403;  Alabama  River,  Ala.,  1405;  Coosa  River,  Ga.  and  Ala., 
1413;  operating  and  care  of  canals  and  other  works  of  navigation  on  Coosa  River, 
Ga.  and  Ala.,  1422. 

Examination. -^Chipola  River,  Fla.,  from  Marianna  to  its  connection  with  the 
Apalachicola  River,  1423. 

APPENDIX  S. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  WM.  T.  ROSSELL.  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvkmknts. — Harbor  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  1425;  Black  Warrior  River,  Ala.,  from  Tus- 
caloosa to  Daniels  Creek,  1430;  operating"  and  care  of  locks  and  dams  on  Black 
Warrior  River,  Ala.,  1431;  Warrior  and  Tombigbee  rivers,  Ala.  and  Miss..  1434; 
Noxubee  River,  Miss.,  1440;  Pascagoula  River,  Miss.,  1441;  Chiokasahay  River, 
Miss.,  Leaf  River,  Miss.,  1442;  Pearl  River,  below  Jackson,  Miss.,  1443;  Pearl  River 
between  Carthage  and  Jackson,  Miss.,  1444;  Pearl  River  between  Edinburg  and 
Carthage,  Bo^ue  Chitto,  La.,  1445. 

Survey. — Canal  to  connect  Black  Warrior  River  and  Five-mile  Creek,  Ala.,  1446. 

APPENDIX  T. 
REPORT  OF  UU.  JAMES  B.  QUINN,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 
IN8PBCTION  of  the  improvement  of  the  South  Pa«8  of  the  Mississippi  River,  1447. 
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APPENDIX  XJ. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  JAMES  B.  QUINN,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS, 

Iatfrovsmsnts. — Chefnncte  River  and  Bogne  Falia,  La.,  14&4;  Tiokfaw  River  and 
tribatariea,  La.,  1465;  Amite  Riverand  Bayou  Manchac,  La.,  1467;  Bayoa  Lafonrcbo, 
La.,  1468;  Bayou  Plaquemine,  Grand  River,  and  Pigeon  bayons,  La.,  1471;  Bayoa 
Coartablean,  La.,  1474;  Bayoa  Teohe,  La.,  1475;  channel,  bay,  and  passes  of  Bayou 
Yermilion,  La.,  1477;  Meruientau  River  and  tributaries.  La.,  1478;  month  and 
paMMes  of  Calca<iiea  River,  La.,  1480;  haibor  at  Hablne  Pass,  Tex.^  1482;  Sabine 
Kiver,  Tex.,  1485;  cloning  crevasse  in  Pass  a  Lontre,  Mississippi  River,  1487; 
removing  snnken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  navigation,  1489. 

SuRVSY.— Homochitto  River,  Miss.,  1489. 

APPENDIX  V. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  JAMES  B.  QUINN,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvrmknts. — Galveston  Harbor,  Tex.,  1491;  ship  channel  in  Galveston  Bay, 
Tex.,  15()5;  operating  and  care  of  Morgan  Canal,  Tex.,  channel  in  West  Ualveston 
Bay,  Tex.,  1507;  Tnnity  River,  Tex.,  1508;  Bnffalo  Bayoa,  Tex.,  1510;  Brazos 
River,  Tex..  1511. 

SuR  VETS.— Month  of  Doable  Bayon,  on  east  side  of  Galveston  Bav,  Tex.,  1512;  chan- 
nel from  month  of  jetties  at  Galveston,  Tex.,  throngh  existing  ship  channel  and  up 
Bnftalo  Bayon  to  Houston,  and  for  a  harbor  at  or  nsar  Houston,  1515;  character 
and  value  of  improvemeucs  made  at  the  Pass  of  Aransas,  Tex.,  by  the  Aransas  Pass 
Harbor  Company,  1527. 

Hakbor  Lines. — Galveston  Harbor,  Tex.,  1571. 

APPENDIX  W. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  J.  H.  WILLARD,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvements.— Red  River,  La.  and  Ark.,  1575;  Red  River  above  Fnlton,  Ark., 
15H8;  Cypress  Bayoa,  Tex.  and  La.,  1589;  Onuchita  and  Black  rivers,  Aik.  and  La., 
151U;  Bayou  Bartholomew,  La.  and  Ark.,  1613;  BcBuf  River,  La.,  1614 ;  Tensas  River 
and  Bayoa  Mavon,  La.,  1616;  Yazoo  River,  Miss.,  1619;  month  of  Yazoo  River  and 
harbor  of  Vicksbnrg,  Miss.,  1625;  Tallahatchie  River^  Miss.,  1637;  Big  Sunflower 
River,  Miss.,  1639;  water  gauges  on  the  Mississippi  River  and  its  principal  triba- 
tariee,1642. 

APPENDIX  X. 

REPORT  OF  CAPf .  WM.  L.  SIBERT,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvements. — Removing  obstructions  in  Arkansas  River,  Ark.  and  Kans.,  1647; 

improving  Arkansas  River.  Ark.,  1649;  White  River,  Ark.,  1665;  Black  River,  Ark. 

and  Mo.,  1669;  Current  River,  Ark.  and  Mo.,  1671;  St.  Francis  River,  Ark.,  1673; 

St.  Francis  River,  Mo.,  1675. 
Surveys.— Arkansas  River  at  Dardanelles  Ark..  1676;  St.  Francis  River,  Ark.,  with 

riew  to  affortling  slack- water  navigation  up  to  Wittsburg,  and  to  Marianna  on 

L'AnguiUe  River,  1678. 

PART   III. 

APPENDIX  T. 
REPORT  OF  MAJ.  THOS.  H.  HANDBURY,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improv'Sments.  —Removing  snags  and  wrecks  from  Mississippi  River  below  mouth 
of  Minsouri  River,  1687;  Mississippi  River  between  Ohio  and  Missouri  rivers, 
1698;  harbor  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  1730;  preventing  the  Mississippi  River  from  break- 
ing through  into  Cache  River  at  or  near  a  point  known  as  Beechridge,  a  few  miles 
above  Cairo,  lU.,  1732. 

APPENDIX  Z. 
REPORT  OF  CAPT.  C.  McD.  TOWNSEND,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvkmrntb. — Operating  snag  boats  and  dredge  boats  on  Upper  MissisRippi  River, 
1733;  Mississippi  River  between  mouth  of  Missouri  River  and  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
1743;  operating  and  care  of  Des  Moines  Rapids  Canal  and  Dry  Dock,  1794;  operat- 
ing and  care  of  Galena  River  improvement,  lU,,  1802, 

HABSOJi  Lurtcs.-— Davenport,  Iowa,  1805, 
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APPENDIX  A  A. 

REPORT  OP  MAJ.  FREDERIC  V.  ABBOT,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

IMPROVRMKNTS.—Mississippi  River  between  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis,  Minn,  (con- 
Btraction  of  I^ook  and  Dam  No.  2),  1809:  construction  of  reserToirs  at  head  wat<Tsof 
Mississippi  River,  1812;  operating  and  oare  of  reservoirs  at  head  waters  of  Minsis- 
sippi  River,  1816;  Chippewa  River,  inclnding  yellow  banks.  Wis.,  1821;  St.  Croix 
River,  Wis.  and  Minn.,  1823 ;  Minnesota  River,  Minn.,  1826 ;  Red  River  of  the  North, 
Minn.  andN.  Dak.,  1827 ;  gauging  Mississippi  River  at  or  near  8t.  Paul,  Minn.,  1831. 

SUBVBT. — Big  Stone  Lake  and  Lake  Traverse,  Minn.,  for  reservoirs,  1834. 

APPENDIX  B  B. 

REPORT  OF  CAPT.  J.  C.  SANFORD,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvemrnts. — ^Missouri  River  between  Stubbs  Ferry,  Mont.,  and  the  lower  limits 
of  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  1841;  improving  upper  Missouri  River  by  snagging,  1865; 
Yellowstone  River,  Mont,  and  N.  Dak.,  1866. 

APPENDIX  0  0. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  DAN  C.  KINGMAN,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvkmknts.— Obion  River,  Tenn,,  1869;  Forked  Deer  and  Obion  jrivers,  Tenn., 
1872;  Cumberland  River,  Tenn.  and  Ky.,  1875. 

APPENDIX  D  D. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  DAN  C.  KINGMAN,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

iMPifovEMKMTS. — Tennessee  River  system,  1891;  Tennessee  River,  1892:  operating 
and  care  of  Muscle  Shoals  Cannl.  Tennessee  River,  1925;  French  Broad  and  Little 
Pigeon  rivers,  Tenn.,  1937;  Clinch  River.  Tenn.  and  Va.,  1943. 

APPENDIX  B  E. 

REPORT  OF  CAPT.  J.  G.  WARREN,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvemrnts. — Falls  of  the  Ohio  River  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  1951;  operatinsp  and 
care  of  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal,  Ky..  1957;  Wabash  River,  Ind.  and  111., 
1970;  operating  and  care  of  lock  and  dam  at  Grand  Rapids.  Wabash  River.  1983; 
White  River,  Ind.,  1984;  Tradewater  River,  Ky.,  reconstrnotion  of  Look  No.  2, 
Green  River,  at  Rumsey,  Ky.,  Green  River,  Ky.,  above  month  of  Big  Barren  River 
(Lock  No.  5),  1985:  operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams  on  Green  and  Barren 
rivers,  Ky.,  1993;  Rough  River,  Ky.,  200.);  operating  and  care  of  lock  and  dam  in 
Rou^h  River,  Ky.,  2010;  Kentucky  River,  Ky.,  2012;  operating  and  keeping  in 
repair  the  seven  looks  and  dams  in  Kentucky  River,  Ky.,  2024. 

APPENDIX  F  F. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  W.  H.  BIX  BY,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvements. — Ohio  River,  2042;  operating:  snag  boats  on  the  Ohio  River,  2070; 
operating  and  care  of  David  Island  Dam,  Ohio  River,  nt^ar  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  2077: 
movable  dnms  in  )hio  River,  2080;  MuMkingum  River,  Ohio,  2094;  operating  ana 
care  of  locks  and  dams  on  Muskingum  River.  Ohio,  2095;  Little  Kanawha  River, 
W  Va.,  2113;  operating  and  care  of  lock  and  dam  in  Little  Kanawha  River,  W. 
Va.,  2115;  Great  Kanawha  River,  W.  Va.,  2118;  operating  and  care  of  locks 
and  dams  on  Great  Kanawha  River,  W.  Va.,  2129;  Elk  River,  W.  Va.,  2137; 
Gaule.v  River,  W.  Va.,  2138;  New  River,  Va.  and  W.  Va.,  Guyandotte  River,  W. 
Va.,  2140;  Big  Sandy  River,  W.  Va.  and  Ky.,  2143;  operating  and  care  of  lock  and 
dam  in  Big  Sandy  River,  W.  Va.  and  Ky..  2150;  Tng  Fork  of  Big  Sandy  River,  W. 
Va.  and  Ky.,  2152;  Levisa  Fork  of  Bi;;  Sandy  River,  Ky.,  2155. 

SURVKYS.— Ohio  River,  from  Marietta,  Ohio,  to  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  preliminary  report, 
2157;  Big  Sandy  liiver,  including  Tug  Fork  and  Louisa  (Leviaa)  Fork,  W.  Va.  and 
Ky.,  for  lockB  and  dams,  2159. 
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APPENDIX  G  Q. 

REPORT  OF  MA.T.  CHAS.  F.  POWELL,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvkmrnts.— Mooongabela  River,  W.  V».,  2173;  operating  and  careof  lock;^  and 
dams  on  Monongnhela  River, W.  Va.  and  Pa.,  2182;  Allegheny  River,  Pa.,  2202 ;  con- 
struction of  loc^s  and  dams  at  Herr  Island,  above  the  head  of  Six-mile  Island,  and 
at  Springdale,  Allegheny  River,  2206. 

Survey.— For  removal  of  dam  in  Upper  Allegheny  River,  near  Corydon,  Pa.,  and  of 
daiu8  and  rapids  in  Conewango  Creek,  2211. 

APPENDIX  H  H. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  CLINTON  B.  SEARS,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Iaipkovkments. — Harbor  at  Grand  Marais,  Minn.,  2217;  harbor  at  Agate  Bay,  Minn., 
2*220;  harbor  at  Dulnth,  Minn.,  and  Superior,  Wis.,  2223;  harbor  at  Ashland,  Wis., 
2240;  harbor  at  Ontonagon,  Mich.,  2242;  improvement  and  operating  and  care  of 
waterway  from  Keweenaw  Buy  to  Lake  Superior,  Mioh.,  2244 ;  narbor  at  Maninotte, 
Mich.,  2252;  harbor  of  refuge  at  Marquette  Bay,  Mich.,  2284;  harbor  of  refiigu  at 
Grand  Marais,  Mich.,  2285;  removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endnn- 
gering  navigation,  2287' 

APPENDIX  I  I. 

REPORT  OF  CAPT.  GEO.  A.  ZINN,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvemkxts. — Menominee  Harbor,  Mich,  ixnd  Wis.,  2289;  Menominee  River,  Mich, 
and  Wis.,  2291;  Oconto  Harbor,  Wis.,  2292;  Pensaukee  Harbor,  Wis.,  2294;  Green 
Bay  Harbor,  Wis.,  2295;  Sturgeon  Bay  and  Lake  Michigan  Ship  Canal,  Wis..  2297; 
operating  and  care  of  Sturgeon  Bay  and  Lake  Michigan  Ship  Canal,  Wis.,  2303; 
Sturgeon  Bay  Canal  harbor  of  refuge,  Wis.,  2308;  Ahnapeo  Harbor,  Wis.,  2310; 
Kewaunee  Harbor,  Wis.,  2312;  Two  Rivers  Harbor,  Wis.,  2315;  Manitowoc  Harbor, 
Wis, 2316;  Sheboygan  Harbor,  Wis.,  2320;  Port  Washing:  ton  Harbor,  Wis.,  harbor 
€>f  refuge  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  2324;  Milwaukee  Harbor,  Wis.,  2325;  South  Mil- 
waukee Harbor,  Wis.,  2328;  Racine  Harbor,  Wis.,  2330;  .venosba  Harbor.  Wis., 
2333;  Waukegan  Harbor,  111.,  2336;  F..x  River,  Wis.,  2338;  operating  and  care  of 
locks  and  dams  on  Fox  River,  Wis.,  1'395. 

PART    IV. 
APPENDIX  J  J. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  W.  L.  MARSHALL,  COUPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Imfrovrm EM 8.— Chicago  Harbor,  111.,  2415;  Chicago  River,  111.,  2421;  Calumet  Har- 
bor, HI.,  2425;  Calumet  River,  111.  and  ind.,  2430;  Illinois  River,  111.,  2436;  oper- 
ating and  c  are  of  Lagrange  and  Kampsville  locks,  Illinois  River,  and  approaches 
thereto,  2442;  construction  of  Illinois  and  Mississippi  Canal,  2147;  operating  and 
care  of  Illinois  and  Missibsippi  Canal — canal  around  lower  ra^iids  of  Rock  River 
at  Milan,  111.,  2486. 

APPENDIX  K  K. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUT.  COL.  G.  J,  LYDECKER,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Iji I'UON  KMKNT8. — Michigan  City  Harbor,  Ind.,  2489;  St.  Joseph  Harbor,  Mich.,  2404 ; 
8t.  Joseph  River,  Mich.,  2499;  South  Haven  Harbor,  Mich.,  2501:  Sangatuck  Har- 
bor, Mich, 2504;  Kalamazoo  River,  Mich.,  harbor  at  Holland  (Black  Lake),  Mich., 
2S506;  Grand  Haven  Harbor,  Mich.,  2509;  Grand  River,  Mich.,  2511;  Mnske^^on 
Harbor,  Mich.,  2515;  White  Lake  Harbor,  Micb.,  2518;  Pentwater  Harbor,  Mich., 
2520;  Ludington  Harbor,  Mich.,  2522;  Manistee  Harbor,  Mich,,  2525;  harbor  of 
refuge  at  Portiige  Lake,  Manistee  County,  Mich.,  2526;  Frankfort  Harbor,  Mich .^ 
2329;  Charlevoix  Harbor,  Mich.,  2532;  Petoskey  Harbor,  Mich.,  2.535. 

SCTRVKY.— ^Kalamazoo  River,  Mich.,  from  Sangatuck  to  New  Kiclunond,  2537. 
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APPENDIX  L  L. 
REPORT  OF  LIEUT.  COL.  G.  J.  LYDECKER,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Lmprovemknts. — Ship  chaDnel  coonecting  waters  of  the  Great  Lakes  between  Chi- 
cago, Duluth,  and  Bnffalo,  2548;  St.  Marys  River  at  the  falls,  Mich.,  2554; 
operating  and  care  of  St.  Marys  Falls  Canal,  Mich.,  2561;  Hay  Lake  Channel,  St. 
MaryH  River,  Mich.,  2572;  Cheboygan  Harbor,  Mich.,  2576;  Alpena  Harbor  (Thun- 
der Bay  River),  Mich.,  2578;  Saj^inaw  River,  Mich.,  2579;  Sebewaing  River,  Mich., 
2581;  harbor  of  refuge  at  Sandbeach,  Lake  Huron,  Mich.,  2583;  mouth  of  Black 
River,  Mich.,  2585;  Black  River  at  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  2586;  Pine  River  Mich.,  2588; 
Belle  River,  Mich.,  2589;  St.  Clair  Flats  Canal,  Mich.,  2591;  operating  and  care  of 
St.  Clair  Flats  Canal,  Mich.,  2592;  Clinton  River,  Mich.,  2595 ;  Detroit  River,  Mich., 
2597;  Ronge  River,  Mich.,  2598;  constrnction  of  turning  basin  in  Rouge  River, 
Mirh.,  2599. 

Sr  '.{VKYS.— Saginaw,  Shiawassee,  Bad,  and  Flint  rivers,  Mich.,  2600;  Saginaw  River, 
Mich.,  from  its  head  to  Saginaw  Bay,  2604;  Rouge  River,  Mich.,  from  Wabash 
Bridge  crossing  to  Maples  road,  2605. 

Haubor  Lines.— St.  Clair  River  at  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  2607. 

APPENDIX  M  M. 

REPORT  OF  COL.  JARED  A.  SMITH,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

iMPROVEMENTrt, — Monroe  Harbor,  Mich.,  2612;  Toledo  Harbor,  Ohio,  2614;  Port 
Clinton  Harbor,  Ohio,  2647;  Sandusky  Harbor,  Ohio,  2650;  Huron  Harbor,  Ohio, 
2053;  Vermilion  Harbor,  Ohio,  2656;  Black  River  (Lorain)  Harbor,  Ohio,  2658; 
Cleveland  Harbor,  Ohio,  2661;  Fairport  Harbor,  Ohio,  2676;  Ashtabula  Harbor, 
Ohio,  2679;  Conneaut  Harbor,  Ohio,  2683;  removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft 
obstructing  or  endangering  navigation,  2687. 

SunvEYS. — Monroe  Harbor,  Mich.,  2689;  straight  channel  in  Maumee  River  and  Bay, 
Ohio,  2693;  Starve  Island  Reef,  near  South  Bass  Island,  in  Lake  Erie,  Ohio,  2705; 
bar  at  mouth  of  Sandusky  Harbor,  Ohio,  2708;  Black  River  (Lorain)  Harbor,  Ohio, 
2717;  breakwater  at  Cleveland  Harbor,  Ohio,  2724. 

Harbor  Line.— Sandusky  Harbor,  Ohio,  2733. 

APPENDIX  N  N. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  THOMAS  W.  SYM0N8,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvements.— Erie  Hjirbor,  Pa.,  2737;  harbor  at  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  2748;  Buffalo 
Harbor,  N.  Y.,  2756 ;  Tonawanda  Harbor  and  Niagara  River,  N.  Y.,  2788;  Niagara 
River  from  Tonawanda  to  Port  Day,  N.  Y.,  2792;  Wilson  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  2795. 

APPENDIX  O  O. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  W.  S.  STANTON,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvements.— Harbor  at  Charlotte,  N.  Y.,  2799;  harbor  at  Great  Sodus  Bay,  N.  Y., 
2801 ;  harbor  at  Little  Sodus  Bay,  N.  Y.,  2804 ;  harbor  at  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  2806 ;  harbor 
at  Sacketts  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  harbor  at  Cape  Vincent,  N.  Y.,  2809;  shoals  between 
Sister  Islands  and  Crossover  Light  and  between  Ogdensburg  and  the  foot  of  Lake 
Ontario,  St.  Lawrence  River, N.  i.,  2810;  harbor  at  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  2812. 

APPENDIX  P  P. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUT.  COL.   HIRAM  M.   CHITTENDEN,  U.  S.  VOLUNTEERS, 

CAPTAIN,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Preliminary  examination  of  reservoir  sites  in  Wyoming  and  Colorado,  2815. 

APPENDIX  Q  Q, 

REPORT  OF  COL.  CHAS.  R.  SUTER,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Survey  of  Shag  Rocks,  Arch  Rock,  Blossom  Rock,  Two  Mission  Rocks,  and  Anita 
Rock,  San  Francisco  Harbor,  Cal.,  2923. 
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APPENDIX  E  E. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  CHAS.  E.  L.  B.  DAVIS,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvements.— Sau  Diego  Harbor,  Cal.,  2927;  deep-water  harbor  at  San  Pedro 
Bay,  Cal.,  2929;  Wilmington  Harbor,  Oal.,  2931;  San  Luis  Obispo  Harbor,  Cal., 
2932. 

APPENDIX  S  S. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  W.  H.  HEUER,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

IMPRovBME^'TS.— Oakland  Harbor,  Cal.,  2035;  San  Joaquin  River,  Cal.,2938;  Moke- 
lanine  River, '"'al.,  2941;  Sacramento  and  Feather  Rivers,  Cal.,  2942;  Napa  Kiver, 
Cal.,  2946;  Pctaluma  Creek,  Cal.,  2947;  Humboldt  Harbor  and  Bay,  Cal.,  2948. 

APPENDIX  T  T. 

REPORT  OF  MAJ.  W.  L.  FISK,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvtcmknts.— Port  Orford  Harbor,  Oreg.,  Cuqnille  River,  Oreg.,  2958;  Coqnille 
River,  Oreg.,  between  Coquille  and  Myrtle  Point,  21:>61;  eutraiice  to  Coos  Bav  and 
Harbor,  Oreg.,  2963;  harbor  at  Coos  Bay,  Orejj.  (dredging),  Coos  River,  Oreg., 
2966;  Umpqua  River,  Oreg.,  2967;  mouth  of  Siu.slaw  River,  Oreg.,  2970;  Alsea 
River,  Oreg.,  Vaquina  Bay,  Oreg.,  2972;  Nestngga  River,  Oreg.,  2975;  Tillamook 
Bay  and  Bar,  Ore^.,  2976;  Upper  Columbia  and  Snake  rivers,  Oreg.  and  Wash., 
2977;  Colnmbia  River  at  Three-mile  Rapid.s,  and  the  construction  and  ecjuipmeut 
of  a  boat  railway  from  the  foot  of  The  Dalles  Rapids  to  the  head  of  Celilo  Falls, 
2979;  canal  at  the  Cascades,  Columbia  River,  Oreg.,  2981;  operating  and  care  of 
canal  :ind  locks  at  the  Cascades  of  the  Columbia  River,  Oreg.,  2083;  Colombia 
River  between  Vancouver,  Wash.,  and  mouth  of  Willamette  River,  2987;  Clear- 
water River,  Idaho,  2989. 

Examinations  and  Surveys. — Umpqua  River,  bar  and  entrance,  Oreg.,  2991;  Alsea 
River,  Oreg..  from  head  of  tidewater  t(  Upper  Alsea  Valley,  2995:^  Yaquiua  River, 
Oreg.,  from  the  town  of  Yaquinato  head  of  tide,  including  Big  Elk  River  to  Sunset 
Quarry,  2997;  Siletz  River,  bar  and  entrance,  Orojr.,  1^998;  harbor  at  Cape  Look- 
out. Oreg.,  .'iOOl ;  Port  Orford  Harbor,  Oreg.,  3003;  Tillamook  Bav,  bar  andeutrance, 
Oreg.,  3007;  Nehalem  River  (Bay),  Oreg.,  3009;  Snake  River,  Wash.,  3013. 
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REPORT  OF  MAJ.  W.  L.  FISK,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS 

Improvements. — Willamette   River,    above    Portland,  and  Yamhill  River,  Oreg., 

3025;   Columbia  and    Lower  Willamette   rivers,    below  Portland,   Oreg.,  3031; 

Columbia  River,  below  Tongae  Point,  Ore^:.,  3039;  mouth  of  Columbia  River,  Oreg. 

and  Wash.,  3040;  Cowlitz  River,  Wash.,  3041;  gauging  waters  of  Columbia  River, 

Oreg.  and  Wash.,  3042. 
ExAiiiNATiONS  AND  SURVEYS.— Scappoose  Bay  and  Creek,  Oreg.,  3043;  Long  Tom 

River,  Oreg.,  .3045;  Santiam  River,  Oreg.,  3047;  Clatskanie  River,  Oreg.,  3049; 

Willamette  River,  opposite  Salem,  Oreg.,  3051;  Tualitp  River,  Oreg.,  3053. 

APPENDIX  V  V. 

REPORT  OF  CAPT.  HARRY  TAYLOR,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Improvements. — Willapa  River  and  Harbor,  Wash.,  3058;  Grays  Harbor  and  bar 
entrance,  Wash.,  3059;  Cbehalis  River,  Wash.,  3064;  Puujot  Sound  aud  its  tribu- 
tary waters.  Wash.,  3066;  harbor  at  Olympia,  Wash.,  3070;  waterway  connecting 
Puget  Sound  with  lakes  Union  and  Wabhiugtoii,  3072;  Everett  Plarbor,  Wash., 
3075;  Swinomish  Slongh,  Wash.,  3076;  Kootenai  River,  Idaho,  between  Bouncrs 
Ferry  and  the  international  boundary  line,  3078;  Kootenai  River,  above  Jeu- 
nings,  Mont.,  3079;  Flathead  River,  Mont.,  3081. 

Examination  and  Surveys.— Neah  Bay,  Wash.,  3082;  mouth  of  Willapa  River  and 
Mailboat  Slough,  Wash.,  3088;  Quillayuto  Harbor  and  River,  Wash.,  30!iO; 
Deschutes  River  at  its  entrance  in  Olympia  Harbor,  Wash.,  3091;  mouth  of  Pu- 
yallup  River,  Wash.,  3098;  Duwamish  Kiver  and  its  tributaries.  Wash.,  3103; 
8kagit  River  from  its  mouth  to  the  town  of  Sedro,  Wash.,  3112;  Okanogan  River, 
Wash.,  3121 ;  Pend  Oreille  River,  Idaho  and  Wash.,  3124. 
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REPORT  OF  LIEUT.  COMMANDER  N.  J.  K.  PATCH,  U.  8.  NAVY. 
SurKRVisiON  of  the  harbor  of  New  York,  3L31. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  COMMISSION. 
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is.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Henry  Flad,  Comnlissionera. 

Annual  Report  for  Fiscal  Year  ending  June  30,  1808,3137. 

Appkndix  1.— Report  of  Capt.  H.  E.  Waterman,  Corps  of  En;^iueer8,  secretary  Mis- 
si^sippi  River  Commission,  upon  operations  daring  the  year  ending  May  31,  1898, 
315.S;  (A)  laws  affecting  the  Mississippi  River  Commission,  (B)  specifications  for 
alterations  to  the  hydraulic  dredge  BetGf  and  for  construction  of  other  tloatinff 
plant,  3L81;  (C)  report  of  Asst.  Engineer  J.  A.  Ockerson  on  tield  and  office  work 
pertaining  to  surveys,  gauges,  discharge  work,  reduction  of  observations,  and 
mapping,  3214;  (D)  report  of  Asst.  Engineer  Thomas  Middleton  on  designing, 
cuustrnction,  and  repair  of  plant,  3291;  (E)  report  of  Asst.  Engineer  C.  W.  Sturte- 
vaut  on  dredging  operations  between  Cairo,  111.,  and  Head  of  Passes,  3310; 
(F)  report  of  Asst.  Engineer  C.  W.  Sturtevant  on  tests  of  U.  S.  dredge  Alpha,  3341. 

Ai'PKNDix  2. — Report  of  Capt.  Mason  M.  Patrick,  Corps  of  Engineers,  upon  opera- 
tions in  First  and  Second  distriets,  3343 ;  report  of  Assistant  Engineer  W.  M.  Rees 
on  levee  construction  and  seepage,  3353;  report  of  Assistant  Engineer  Aug.  J. 
Nolty  on  care  of  and  repairs  to  plant,  and  construction  work  at  Hopefield  Bend, 
Ark.,  and  Memphis  Harbor,  Tenn.,  3357. 

Appkndix  3. — Report  of  Capt.  H.  C.  Newcomer,  Corps  of  Engineers,  upon  operations 
in  Third  district,  3370;  report  of  Assistant  Engineer  Arthur  Hider  on  construction 
■work,  repair^,  care  of  plant,  and  surveys,  3377;  report  of  Assistant  Engineer  J.  D. 
Van  Meter  on  operations  in  Lower  Yazoo  Levee  district,  north  of  Cireenville,  Miss., 
3387;  report  of  Assistant  Engineer  H.  St.  L.  Coppoe  on  operations  in -Lower  Yazoo 
Levee  district,  below  Greenville,  Miss.,  3391;  report  of  Assistant  Engineer  E.  C. 
Tol linger  on  operations  in  Upper  Tensas  Levee  district  in  Arkans.is,  33^;  report 
of  Assistant  Engineer  W.  S.  Brown  on  operations  in  Upper  Tensas  Levee  district 
ill  Louisiana,  3397;  tables  relative  to  work  in  Lower  Y'azoo  and  Upper  Tensas 
Levee  districts,  3399;  tiibles  showing  cost  of  levees  built  and  enlarged  by  the 
United  States,  3402. 

Appendix  4. — Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  McC  Derby,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  captain. 
Corps  of  Engineers,  upon  operations  in  Fourth  district,  3414;  (A)  value  of  plant, 
(B)  commercial  statistics,  New  Orleans,  La.,  3437;  (C)  list  of  civilian  engineers. 
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neer A.  F.  Woolley,  jr.,  on  Atcbafalaya  and  lied  rivers,  La.,  3445;  (G)  report  of 
Assistant  Engineer  W.  J.  Hardee  on  levees  in  Fourth  district,  3449;  (H)  abstracts 
of  proposals,  3453;  (1)  list  of  contracts  in  force,  3458. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MISSOURI  RIVER  COMMISSION. 

Amos  Sticknky,  lieutenant-colonel.  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A.,  president;  Thos; 

H.  Handbury,  major,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A.;  \V.  L.  Marshall,  major,  Corps 

of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A.;  Messrs.  G.  0.  Broadhead  and  C.L.Chaffee,  CommisBioiiaa. 
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ArrKNDix  A. — Annual  report  on  surveys,  by  Assistant  Engineer  A.  H.  Blaisdell,  34S3. 
Api'KN'DIX  B. — Annual  report  on  gauges  and  phvsical  data,  by  Assistant  Engineer 

A.  H.  Blaisdell,  3484. 
Ai'piCNDix  C. — Annual  reports  on  commercial  statistics,  by  Assistant  Engineer  A.  H. 

Bl,nsdell,3485. 
Api'KNDIX  D. — Annual  report  on  Omaha  Division,  by  Division  Engineer  Saml  H. 

Yonge,  3496. 
Appkndix  E. — Annual  report  on  local  works  below  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  by  Division 

Engineer  S.  Waters  Fox,  3512. 
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AppexdixF. — Aunnal  report  on  Gasconade  Division,  by  Division  Engineer  S.  Waters 
Vox,  3627. 

Appendix  G. — ^Notes  of  Lieut.  Col.  Hiram  M.  Chittenden,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  captain, 
Corp9  of  Engineers,  on  Osage  and  Gasconade  rivers,  3539:  aunnal  report  of  Assist- 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CALIFORNIA  DfiBRIS  COMMISSION. 

CiiAS.  R.  SuTER,  colonel.  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A.,  president;  W.  H.  Hener, 
major.  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A.,  and  Herbert  Deakyne,  first  licntenant,  Corps 
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thereon,  3552.  * 
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APPENDIX  AAA. 

BRID(;ES  AT  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

(1)  Annual  report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Chas.  J.  Allen,  Corps  of  Engineers,  npon  repair 
of  Aqueduct  Bridge  across  Potomac  River,  3571 ;  (2)  report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Chas.  J. 
Allen,  Corps  of  hngineers,  npon  survey  for  a  memorial  bridge  across  Potomac 
River  ftom  the  Naval  Observatory  grounds  to  the  Arlington  estate,  Ya.,  3573; 
(3>  report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Chas.  J.  Allen,  Corps  of  Engineers,  upon  survey  for  ft 
bridge  across  the  Anacostia  River  on  the  line  with  Massachusetts  avenue  extended 
eastward,  3598;  (4)  report  of  Col.  D.  D.  Gaillard,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  captain.  Corps  of 
Engineers,  npon  survey  for  a  stoni^  arch  bridge,  and  also  for  a  steel  bridge  with 
stone  foundations,  over  Rock  Creek  on  the  line  of  Massachusetts  avenue  extended, 
36()G. 
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REPORT  OF  COL.  THEO.  A.  BINGHAM,  IT.  S.  ARMY. 

Maintenance  and  repair  of  Washington  Aqueduct,  3625;  iucreasing  the  water  sup- 
ply of  Washington,  D.  C,  3658. 
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IVPROVEMENT  and  care  of  public  buildings  and  grounds  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
3661;  Washington  Monument,  3667;  Departmental  telegraph  and  telephone  lines, 
3734,  3743;  monument  and  wharf  at  Wakefield,  Va.,  3738. 

APPENDIX  D  D  D. 

SURVEY  OF  NORTHERN  AND  NORTHWESTERN  LAKES. 

{1)  Report  of  Lieut.  Col,  G.  J.  Lydeeker,  Corps  of  Engineers,  upon  surveys,  issuing 
of  charts,  etc..  3745;  (2)  report  of  Maj.  W.  S.  Stanton,  Corps  of  Enirineers,  on 
prejiervatiou  of  bench  marks  along  the  Erie  Canal,  3778;  (3)  water-level  observa- 
tions, 3779. 

APPENDIX  E  E  E. 

EXPLORATIONS  AND  SURVEYS  IN  iMILITARY  DEPARTMENTS. 

(1)  Report  of  Maj.  J.  D.  Miley,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  first  lieutenant.  Second  Artillery, 
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Offioe  of  the  Ohief  of  Enqineebs, 

United  States  Army, 
Washingtonj  D.  C,  September  29^  1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  for  yonr  information  the  following 
report  upon  the  duties  and  operations  of  the  Engineer  Department  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898 : 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

The  number  of  officers  holding  commissions  in  the  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, U.  S.  Army,  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  was  123. 

Since  the  last  annual  report,  the  Corps  of  Engineers  has  lost  two  of 
its  officers  by  death:  Lieut.  Col.  William  E.  King,  who  died  on  May  18, 
1898,  and  Maj.  James  F.  Gregory,  who  died  on  July  31, 1897. 

There  were  added  to  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  by  promotion  of  gradu- 
ates of  the  Military  Academy,  fourteen  additional  second  lieutenants, 
seven  on  July  13, 1897,  to  date  from  June  11, 1897,  and  seven  on  May 
13, 1898,  to  date  from  April  26, 1898. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1898,  the  officers  were  distributed  as  follows: 

Commanding  the  Corps  of  Engineers  and  Engineer  Department 1 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  and  Light-Hoase  Board 1 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers 1 

Board  of  Engineers,  Board  of  Visitors  to  United  States  Engineer  School 1 

Division  Engineer 1 

Fortifications,  Division  Engineer,  and  California  Q^hris  Commission 1 

Biver  and  harbor  works  and  light-honse  districts 2 

Fortifications  and  river  and  harbor  works 43 

Mississippi  Biver  Commission,  Miseonri   Biver  Commission,  and   light-house 

district - 1 

Fortifications,  river  and  harbor  works,  California  Debris  Commission,  and  liglit- 

hoosedistoict 1 

Fortifications,  river  and  harbor  works,  and  light-honse  districts 1 

Mississippi  Biver  Commission,  Missouri  Biver  Commission,  and  river  and  harbor 

works 1 

Board  of  Engineers,  fortifications,  and  river  and  harbor  works 1 

Fortifications,  river  and  harbor  works,  and  light-house  districts 3 

Biver  and  h  arbor  works 13 

Post  of  WiUets  Point,  United  States  Engineer  School,  and  Battalion  of  Kiin;!- 

neers 9 

Missouri  Biver  Commission  and  river  and  harbor  works 1 

Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  and  Washington  Aqued uct 1 

In  arrest 1 

Mississippi  Biver  Commission 1 
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Fortifications 2 

Fortifications  and  California  IX^ris  Commission 1 

Detaolied,  with  the  Armv  in  the  field,  with  Light-House  Estahlishment,  and 

Commissioner  of  the  Distriot  of  Colombia 35 

Total - 123 

The  officers  detached  were  on  daty  as  follows: 

Col.  Peter  C.  Hains,  Brig.  Gen.,  IT.  8.  Vols.,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  First 

Division,  First  Army  Jorjis 1 

Col.  George  L.  GiUespie,  Brig.  Gen.,  U.  8.  Vols.,  commanding  Department  of  the 

East 1 

Lient.  Col.  Oswald  H.  Ernst,  Brig.  Gen.,  U.  8.  Vols.,  commanding  First  Brigade, 

First  Division,  First  Army  Corps 1 

Lieut.  CoL  David  P.  Heap,  engineer  Third  light-house  district 1 

Lieut.  Col.  William  Ludlow,  Brijg^.  Gen.  (now  Mi^.  Gen.),  U.  8.  Vols.,  command- 
ing First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Army  Oorps 1 

Lieut.  Col.  Wiluam  A.  Jones,  engineer  Fourth  and  Fifth  li^ht-house  districts ....  1 
Lieut.  Col.  Andrew  N.  Damrell,  engineer  Seventh  and  Eighth  light-house  dis- 
tricts        1 

Lieut.  CoL  Milton  b.  Adams,  engineer  Ninth  and  Eleventh  light-house  districts. .  1 
Lieut.  Col.  William  R.  Livermore,  Lieut.  Col.,  U.  8.  Vols.,  chief  engineer,  Seventh 

Army  Corps ^ 1 

Mi^.  William  M.  Black,  Lieut.  Ool.,  U.  8.  Vols.,  chief  engineer,  on  special  duty 

under  orders  of  the  Mi^or-General  Jommanding  the  Army 1 

Mi^.  George  McC.  Derby,  Lieut.  Ool.,  U.  8.  Vols.,  chief  engineer.  Fifth  Army 

Corps 1 

Mi^.  James  L.  Lusk,  Lieut.  Col.,  U.  S.  Vols.,  chief  engineer.  Second  Army  Corps..  1 
Capt.  George  W.  Goethals,  Lieut.  Col.,  U.  8.  ^ols.,  chief  engineer.  First  Army 

Corps 1 

Capt.  John  MiUis,  enf^neer  secretary  of  the  Light-House  Board 1 

Capt.  John  Biddle,  Lieut.  Col.,  U.  8.  Vols.,  chief  engineer.  Sixth  Army  Corps 1 

Capt.  Harry  F.  Hodges,  Lieut.  Col.,  U.  8.  Vols.,  recruiting  the  First  Regimen^ 

U.  8.  Volunteer  Engineers 1 

Capt.  Edward  Burr,  Lieut.  Col.,  U.  8.  Vols.,  commanding  Engineer  troops  in  the 

field 1 

Capt.  Lansing  H.  Beach,  Engineer  Commissioner  of  the  District  of  Columbia  ...  1 
Capt.  Graham  D.  Fitoh,  Maj.,  U.  8.  Vols.,  commanding  Company  C,  Battalion  of 

Engineers,  in  the  field 1 

Capt.  William  O.  Langfitt,  MaJ.,  U.  8.  Vols.,  commanding  Company  A,  Battalion 

of  Engineers,  in  the  field 1 

Capt.  Hiram  M.  Chittenden,  Lient.  Col.,  U.  8.  Vols.,  chief  engineer,  Fourth  Army 

Corps \      1 

Capt.  David  Du  B.  Gaillard,  Col.,  U.  8.  Vols.,  organising  the  Third  Regiment, 

U.  8.  Volunteer  Engineers 1 

Capt.  Charles  8.  Rich6,  Col.,  U.  8.  Vols.,  commanding  the  First  Regiment,  U.  8. 

Volunteer  Infantry 1 


Capts.  Thomas  H.  Rees  and  Eben  E.  Winslow,  and  Lieuts.  Charles  P.  Echols, 
George  M.  Hoffman,  William  D.  Connor,  Sherwood  A.  Clieney,  Harley  B.  Fer- 
guson, Lytle  Brown,  and  Robert  D.  Kerr,  on  duty  with  Engineer  troops  in  the 
field 9 

Capt.  Charles  L.  Potter,  Lient.  CoL,  U.  8.  Vols.,  chief  engineer.  Eighth  Army 
Corps 1 

Capt.  Clement  A.  F.  Flagler,  Maj.,  U.  8.  Vols.,  engineer  officer,  First  Division, 
First  Army  Corps 1 

Lieut.  Edgar  Jadwin,  Mi^.,  U.S. Vols.,  organizing  and  recruiting  the  Third 
Regiment,  U.  8.  Volunteer  Engineers 1 

Total 35 

For  some  years  past  it  has  become  manifest  that  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  officers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  was  urgently  required  for 
the  efficient  discharge  of  the  largely  increased  duties  and  responsibilities 
devolving  upon  its  members.  The  present  organization  of  the  Corps 
had  remained  unchanged  since  its  establishment  by  the  act  of  July  28, 
1866,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  duties,  measured  by  the  average 
annual  expenditures,   have  increased  nearly  fivefold.    The  calls  for 
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engineer  officers  for  daty  with  the  armies  in  the  field  during  the  war 
could  be  met  only  in  part,  owing  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  np  the 
numerous  works  of  fortification  and  of  river  and  harbor  improvements. 
Attention  had  been  invited  to  this  matter  in  several  previous  annual 
reports,  and  during  the  last  session  of  Oongress  a  bill  providing  for  a 
gradual  increase  of  18  officers  was  introduced,  but  did  not  become  a  law 
until  after  the  dose  of  the  fiscal  year. 

THE  BOABD  OF  EN0INEEB8. 

The  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Gorps  of  Engineers  provide 
for  a  Boiurd  of  Bngineers,  consisting  of  not  less  than  three  officers,  to  be 
designated  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  with  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary 
of  War.  This  Board  acts  in  an  advisory  capacity  to  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers ui>on  important  questions  of  engineering.  One  of  the  principal 
duties  of  the  Board  is  to  plan  or  revise,  under  direction  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers,  projects  of  permanent  fortifications  for  the  defense  of  the 
United  States. 

The  composition  of  this  Board  and  its  operations  during  the  past  fiscal 
year  are  given  in  its  rei>ort. 

(See  Appendix  No.  1.) 

POST  OF  V^riLLETS  POINT,  N.  Y. 

The  post  was  under  the  command  of  Mfy.  John  G.  D.  Knight,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  and  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  garrisoned  by  26  com- 
missioned officers  and  970  enlisted  men,  including  officers  and  noncom- 
missioned officers  of  the  general  staff;  enlisted  men  of  the  Hospital 
Corps;  parts  of  Companies  B  and  D,  Battalion  of  Engineers;  Batteries 
K  and  L,  Seventh  Artillery,  and  Companies  D,  F,  G,  L,  and  Oil,  Twenty- 
second  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry.  Of  the  infantry,  Company  G 
reported  for  special  post  duty,  the  other  companies  for  duty  as  ^<  infantry 
supports." 

New  mess  buildings  for  three  companies  were  completed  at  a  cost  of 
$18,724.36;  repairs  to  the  wharf  were  made  at  a  cost  of  (3,010,  and 
other  exx)enditures  for  labor  and  material  amounted  to  (7,900.10. 

A  telegraph  line  was  erected,  connecting  the  post  with  Whitestone, 
N.  Y.,  at  a  cost  of  $250,  paid  trom  the  appropriation  for  contingencies 
of  the  Army. 

May  16, 1898,  by  direction  of  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  War 
ordered  that,  under  paragraph  17  of  the  Regulations,  the  senior  officer 
of  engineers  or  of  artillery,  who  may  be  present,  shall  command  the 
post  of  Willets  Point 

XmiTED  STATES  ENGINEBB  SOHOOL. 

The  engineer  officer  in  command  of  the  post  of  Willets  Point  is  the 
commandant  of  this  school,  and  the  captains  commanding  the  engineer 
companies  on  duty  at  the  post  are  the  instructors. 

The  work  of  this  school  supplements  the  elementary  knowledge  of 
engineering  given  at  West  Point  and  gives  both  practical  and  theo- 
retical training  during  a  course  of  two  years. 

After  an  existence  of  about  nineteen  years,  it  has  been  r(H)rganized 
for  a  second  time;  and  the  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  school 
have  been  published  to  the  Army  in  General  Orders,  No.  63,  Headquar- 
ters of  the  Army,  November  11, 1897. 
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The  principal  chanp^es  effected  are  two :  But  two  years  are  devoted  to 
the  course  of  instruction  instead  of  three,  and  when  a  graduate  of  the 
school  is  examined  for  promotion,  his  diploma  is  accepted  as  evidence 
of  his  proficiency  in  those  subjects  indicated  therein  as  satisfactorily 
completed. 

The  operations  of  the  school  were  susx)ended  by  the  outbreak  of  war. 
Of  the  academic  staff,  only  the  commandant  and  one  instructor  remained 
at  the  school  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year;  of  the  student  officers,  all 
had  been  relieved. 

Four  engineer  officers  and  fifteen  officers  of  cavalry  and  infantry  were 
under  instruction,  the  latter  in  submarine  mifling  only.  Of  the  fifteen, 
five  were  relieved  from  duty  August  18,  1897,  after  completing  the 
course  of  instruction. 

The  special  instruction  in  submarine  mining  of  officers  other  than 
engineers  has  been  carried  on  for  eighteen  years,  but  since  the  outbreak 
of  war  but  two  have  given  to  the  Government  the  benefit  of  such 
instruction  by  assisting  in  the  mine  defense  of  harbors. 

BATTALION  OF  ENGINEERS. 

•  

The  maximum  authorized  enlisted  strength  of  the  Battalion  of  Engi- 
neers is  five  companies  of  150  men  each.  In  accordance  with  section  3 
of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  April  26, 1898,  the  organization  of  each 
company  was,  on  April  27, 1898,  raised  to  the  maximum,  and  one  first 
sergeant  authorized  for  each  company. 

During  the  hostilities  with  Spain  Company  A  has  been  serving  with 
troops  at  the  Philippine  Islands;  Companies  C  and  K  have  been  serving 
with  the  army  operating  in  Cuba;  Company  D,  with  details  from  oilier 
com])anies  (in  all  153  men),  has  been  detached  for  submarine-mining 
duty  at  nineteen  harbors  on  the  Atlantic,  Gulf,  and  Pacific  coasts,  and 
Company  B  has  been  busily  engaged  at  the  Engineer  Depot  at  Willets 
Point,  receiving,  storing,  and  distributing  the  vast  amount  of  torpedo 
matiTJal,  ponton  equipage,  siege  materials,  and  instruments  purchased 
and  distributed  from  the  depot,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  post,  Maj.  John  G.  D.  Knight,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  and  in  preparing  and  maintaining  the  submarine-mine 
defenses  at. the  eastern  entrance  to  New  York  Harbor. 

ENGINEER  DEPOT. 

The  engineer  depot  is  the  repository  of  tools  and  materials  for  pon- 
ton bridges,  torpedo  service,  and  instruments  for  surveys  and  astro- 
nomical work  upon  which  the  Corps  of  Engineers  may  be  engaged. 

The  charge  of  the  depot  is  distinct  from  the  command  of  the  post  of 
Willets  Point,  at  which  it  is  situated,  and  of  the  Battalion  of  Engineers; 
but  March  16,  1898,  the  Secretary  of  War  directed  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  ])o$t  to  aid  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  depot,  as  far  as 
possible,  with  the  services  of  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  his  command, 
when  so  requested  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  depot. 

Including  225  feet  from  West  Point,  986  feet  in  all  of  bridge  trains, 
exclusive  of  wagons  except  tool  wagons  and  forges,  were  sent  out  for 
the  use  of  the  troops  operating  in  Cuba  and  Porto  Eico;  in  addition  to 
these  trains,  about  1,000  additional  feet  was  prepared  ready  for  service, 
with  wagons  complete. 
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Tools  ami  siege  materials  have  been  purchased  safQcierit  for  an  actual 
working  party  of  3(^^00  men,  not  including  reliefH. 

Modern  outfits  for  44  mining  casemates,  500  ground  mine  cases,  120 
buoyant  mine  cases,  nearly  500  miles  of  insulat^  submarine  cable,  ^^2 
Rearch  lightouttits,  and  miscellaneous  submarine-mining  materials  have 
been  distributed.  Orders  have  been  placed  for  1,038  additional  buoyant 
mine  cases  and  for  8  more  search  lights.  It  is  impracticable  and 
unnecessary  to  specify  in  detail  the  tons  of  smaller  articles  of  the  tor- 
jiedo  service  which  have  been  specially  made  and  distributed,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  stores  on  hand  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 

STATEMENT  OF  FUNDS. 

Congress  has  appropriated  as  follows: 

I.  For  engineer  depot  at  WiUets  Point,  N.  T.,  for  fiscal  year  ending 

June  30, 1898 $10,000.00 

Jane  30,  1898,  expended  and  pledged 8,857.97 

n.  Torpedoes  for  harbor  defense : 

L  Act.  August  18, 1890,  for  "Torpedo  experiments,"  etc. — 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended 3,052.24 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,064.86 

2.  Act,  June  6, 1896,  for  ''Purchase  of  submarine  mining  materials 

and  necessary  appliances" — 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended 5,749.23 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 12-74 

3.  Act,  March  3,  1897,  for  "Purchase  of  submarine  mining  mate- 

rials," etc.— 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended 75,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 2,524.47 

III.  National  Defense,  act  March  9,  1898: 

A.  For  Torpedo  defense — 

Total  of  allotments 1,173,426.80 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 126,561.11 

B.  For  "Equipment  of  engineer  troops" — 

Total  of  allotments 1 14,000.00 

July  1,  1898,  balance' available 162.08 

IV-  Torpedoes  for  harbor  defeuHe,  Januarv  1,  1899: 

Mav  14,  1898,  amount  allotted I 25,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,233.71 

V.  Equipment  of  engineer  troop«,  January  1,  1899: 

May  18,  1898,  amount  allotted 45,000.00 

July  1, 1^,  balance  available None. 

NEW  APPROrRIATIONS. 

For  En^neer  Depot  at  Willeta  Point,  N.  Y.,  for  fiscal  year  ending 

June  30, 1899 36,000.00 

ESTIMATES. 

There  will  be  required  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900,  for 
the  Engineer  Depot  at  Willeta  Point,  N.  Y.,  the  following: 

For  incidental  expenses  of  depot $5,000.00 

For  purchase  of  materials  for  use  of  United  States  Engineer  School  and 

for  instruction  of  engineer  troops 1, 500. 00 

For  purchase  and  repair  of  instruments 3, 000. 00 

For  library  of  United  States  Engineer  School:  For  purchase  and  binding 

of  professional  works ' 500.00 

Total 10,000.00 

(See  Appendix  No.  2.) 
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FORTIFICATIONS. 

During  the  fiscal  year  projects  for  permanent  seacoast  defenses  were 
prepared,  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  Port  lioyal,  S.  C, 
St.  Johns  Eiver,  Florida,  Tampa,  Fla*,  and  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  making 
30  localities  in  the  United  States  for  which  projects  of  permanent 
defenses  have  thus  far  been  approved  under  the  general  scheme  recom- 
mended in  1886  by  the  Board  on  Fortifications  and  other  Defenses, 
generally  known  as  the  Endicott  Board.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year 
the  construction  of  permanent  modern  defensive  works  was  in  progress 
at  25  localities. 

In  consequence  of  the  war  with  Spain  and  the  possibilities  of  hostile 
attacks  upon  our  coasts,  urgent  and  pressing  demands  were  made  by 
Senators,  Eepresentatives,  and  local  business  interests  for  the  imme- 
diate erection  of  seacoast  batteries  at  numerous  points  not  contem- 
plated in  the  general  scheme  of  national  defense.  When  it  is  considered 
that  the  aggregate  length  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  exclusive 
of  Alaska,  is  5,715  miles,  and  that  more  than  700  towns  and  villages  on 
this  extensive  line  can  be  attacked  by  ships  drawing  10  feet  or  more  of 
water,  the  practical  impossibility  of  immediately  and  adequately  defend- 
ing every  vulnerable  point  becomes  readily  apparent.  Such  an  exten- 
sive development  of  works  is  not  contemplated  or  necessary  in  a 
national  system  of  defense  which  takes  cognizance  only  of  points 
important  by  reason  of  their  wealth  and  population  or  of  their  strate- 
gical situation.  In  the  absence  of  any  available  modern  armament,  the 
Secretary  of  War  directed  the  immediate  construction  of  temporary 
batteries,  mounting  old-style  armament  and  siege  guns,  for  the  defense 
of  a  number  of  exposed  localities,  including  some  which  are  embraced 
in  the  scheme  of  national  defense.  The  localities  at  which  temporary 
batteries  were  ordered  are  Bar  Harbor,  Me.;  Stonington,  Bridgeport, 
and  New  Haven,  Conn. ;  Port  Eoyal  and  Georgetown,  S.  C;  Brunswick 
and  Darien,  Ga.;  mouth  of  St.  Johns  Eiver,  St.  Augustine,  Miami,  and 
Tampa,  Fla.,  and  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  tempo- 
rary batteries,  preparations  were  made  against  possible  hostile  attacks, 
by  overhauling,  cleaning,  and  putting  in  serviceable  condition  the  exist- 
ing armament,  and  by  temporarily  mounting  within  them  additional 
guns,  at  the  following  old-type  works:  Fort  Knox,  Fort  Popham,  Fort 
Trumbull,  Fort  Monroe,  Fort  Macon,  Fort  Pulaski,  Fort  Clinch,  Fort 
Morgan,  Fort  Jackson,  and  forts  in  San  Francisco  Bay. 

While  no  hostile  attacks  were  made  upon  our  coasts  during  the  war 
with  Spain,  the  operations  of  the  American  fleet  on  the  coasts  of  Cuba 
and  Porto  Eico  have  amply  demonstrated  the  value  of  coast  defenses, 
including  shore  batteries  and  submarine  mines,  in  resisting  naval 
attacks.  It  may  be  confidently  asserted  that  the  completion  of  the 
projects  upon  which  operations  are  now  in  progress  will  practically 
insure  the  safety  of  our  principal  harbors  and  seacoast  cities  against 
any  attacks  from  the  sea.  One  other  important  deduction  may  also  be 
drawn  from  the  results  of  the  war,  viz,  the  great  value  and  efficiency 
of  the  rapid-fire  gun.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  not  only  has  a 
considerable  number  of  these  rapid  fire  guns  been  mounted  during  the 
year,  but  that  provision  has  been  made  for  the  manufacture  and 
emplacing  of  a  large  additional  number. 

Oun  and  mortar  batteries, — Existing  projects  for  seacoast  defenses 
contemplate  the  emplacement  of  abont  500  heavy  guns  of  8, 10, 12,  and 
16  Inches  caliber,  of  about  700  rapid-fire  guns  of  various  calibers,  and 
of  about  1,000  mortars.    These  figures  are  subject  to  slight  changes  as 
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minor  revisions  are  made  and  additional  localities  incladed.  The  esti- 
mated approximate  cost  of  the  engineering  work  connected  with  the 
installation  of  this  armament  is  $55,000,000. 

Since  the  inaagaration  of  the  modern  system  of  coast  defense  Con- 
gress has  made  appropriations  for  the  constraction  of  permanent  gnn 
and  mortar  batteries  as  follows: 


Aet  of— 

Aagnst  18, 1890 $1,221,000 


760,000 
500,000 
50,000 
500,000 
500,000 
Jiiiie6,1896 2,400,000 


February  24, 1891 

July  23, 1892 

Febraary  18,1893. 
Angost  1,1894.... 
March  2, 1895 


Act  of— 

MarchS,  1897 $3,841,333 

Allotted  by  the  President 
from  act  of  March  9,1898.  *  3, 786, 000 

May  7, 1898 3,000,000 

July  7, 1898 2,562,000 

Total 19,110,333 


The  appropriation  contained  in  the  deficiency  act  of  Jaly  7,  1898, 
while  subsequent  to  the  fiscal  year,  is  included  in  the  above  table  for 
purposes  of  exhibition. 

The  total  number  of  seacoast  guns  and  carriages  of  every  kind 
reiK>rted  by  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  as  having  been  provided  for  to  date 
by  his  Department,  and  the  corresponding  emplacements  provided  for 
by  the  Engineer  Department  with  the  funds  enumerated  in  the  forego- 
ing table,  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Type  of  gun  or  carriage. 


12-iiich  mortar  carriages,  model  1890 

12  inch  mortar  carriages,  model  1891 

12-inch  disappearing  carriages,  L.F.,  model  1897 

12-ineh  disappearing  carriages,  L.  F.,  model  1896 

10-inch  disappearing  carriages,  A.  B.  P.,  model  1896 

10-inch  disapfiearing  carriages,  L.  F.,  model  180t> 

10-inch  disappeaiing  carriages,  L.  F.,  me tdel  1894 ^ 

8-inch  disappearing  carriages,  L.  F.,  model  1896 

8-inch  disappearing  carriages,  L.  F.,  model  1894 

12-inch  gun-lift  carriages,  altered  to  barhettes 

12-inch  ffun-lift  carriages,  model  1891 

12-inch  barbette  carriages,  model  1892 

10-inch  barbette  carriages,  model  1893 

15-lnch  smoot>h-bore  carriages  altered  for  8-inoh  rifle 

8-inch  barbette  carriagee.  model  1892 

6-inGh  disappearing  carriages,  model  1897 

Fifteen-pounder  rapid-fire  carriages 

Six-pounder  rapid-fire  field  carriages  and  rampart  mount 

6-inoh  rapid-fire  carriagee  (uuvy  pattern,  for  Brown  wire  gno) 
6-inch  rapid-fire  (Vickera  Son  &  Slaxim),  pedestal  moaut .... 

5-inch  barbette  carriages,  on  pillar  mount,  model  1896 

5-inch  rapid-fire  (navy  pattern,  Brown  wire  gun) 

4.7-inch  rapid-fire  (Armstrong  pattern),  pedestal  meant 

4-inch  Driggs-Schroeder  rapid  fire 


The  foregoing  table  shows  that  provision  has  been  made,  including 
the  deficiency  act  of  July  7,  1898,  for  mounting  288  heavy  seacoast 
guns,  254  rapid-fire  guns,  and  312  mortars,  or  about  57  per  cent  of  the 
total  projected  armament  of  heavy  guns,  36  per  cent  of  the  rapid-fire 
guns,  and  31  per  cent  of  the  mortars.  This  armament  is  disposed  at 
71  localities  in  29  harbors  of  the  United  States.  Operations  during  the 
fiscal  year  were  carried  on  under  the  acts  of  March  3, 1897,  and  May  7, 
1898,  and  the  various  allotments  made  by  the  President  from  the  appro- 
priation for  national  defense,  act  of  March  9, 1898. 

The  total  number  of  emplacements  provided  for,  and  either  com- 
pleted or  under  construction,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year, 

*Inclnde8  21  8-inch  B.  L.  rifies  temporarily  mounted  on  modified  15-inoh  Bmootb- 
bore  carriagen.  * 


Total 

Total 

guns  and 

emplace- 

oamagea 
provided. 

ments 

provided. 

227 

228 

85 

84 

22 

22 

27 

27 

3 

3 

70 

70 

35 

35 

35 

85 

26 

26 

3 

3 

2 

2 

26 

26 

10 

10 

21 

21 

8 

9 

15 

15 

80 

80 

30 

30 

25 

25 

8 

8 

32 

32 

25 

25 

35 

35 

4 

4 
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incloding  the  act  of  jMarch  3, 1897,  was  given  in  the  previous  Annual 
Report,  and  is  here  repeated  for  purposes  of  comparison: 


12-inch. 

lO-inoh. 

8-inoh. 

Rapid-fire. 

12-inoh 
mortan. 

84 

82 

83 

16 

282 

Under  the  act  of  May  7, 1898,  construction  was  commenced  upon  the 
following  emplacemtatsi 


12-incb. 

lO-inch. 

8-inch. 

12lnoh 
mortars* 

19 

i 

6 

80 

Under  allotments  made  by  the  President  from  the  appropriation  for 
<<  National  Defense,"  actof  March  9, 1898,  construction  was  commenced 
upon  the  following  emplacements: 


12-inoh. 

10-inoh. 

8-inoh. 

Rapid-fire. 

81 

18 

a  41 

46 

•  Inelades  twenty-one  8-inch  B.  L.  rifles  temporarily  mounted  on  15-inoh  smoothbore  carriages. 

A  summation  of  the  last  three  tables  gives  the  following  total  num- 
ber of  emplacements  completed  or  under  construction  at  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year: 


12-lnoh. 

10-inoh. 

8-inch. 

Rapid-fire. 

12-inoh 
mortars. 

74 

102 

80 

82 

812 

When  the  diplomatic  relations  with  Spain  began  to  assume  a  threat- 
ening character,  orders  were  given  to  push  work  with  all  possible 
energy,  and  to  mount  every  available  gun  as  fast  as  delivered.  Oper- 
ations were  carried  on  with  double,  and  in  some  cases  three,  shifts  of 
workmen,  and  were  pushed,  regardless  of  weather  and  climate.  The 
extraordinary  efforts  made  have  resulted  in  a  most  gratifying  progress, 
especially  in  the  number  of  guns  mounted  and  available  for  service  as 
compared  with  the  previous  fiscal  year.  The  number  of  guns  mounted 
at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  as  shown  by  the  last  Annual  Beport, 
was  asfoUows: 


12-inoh. 

10-inch. 

8-lnch. 

Rapid-fire. 

12inoh 
mortars. 

10 

18 

6 

0 

78 

The  status  of  works  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  as  follows: 


12-iDch. 

10  inch. 

8-inoh. 

Rapid- 
fire. 

12-inoh 
mortars. 

Oansmonnted 

16 
27 
81 

70 

28 

4 

85 

7 
38 

20 
10 
20 

144 

Ready  for  armn  ment 

(U 

Under  oonatructioii 

104 

Tofta 

74 

102 

80 

62 

812 
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A  comparison  of  the  last  two  tables  shows  that  there  were  mounted 
daring  the  year  six  additional  12-inch  gans,  hftytwo  additional  10-inch 
guns,  thirty  additional  8-inch  guns,  twenty-six  rapid-tire  guns,  and  sev- 
enty-one additional  12-inch  mortars. 

Nearly  all  of  the  guns  and  mortars  mounted  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  had  been  transferred  to  the  artillery  for  use  and  care  under  the 
provisions  of  Army  Begulations,  1486.  The  care  and  service  of  this 
modem  armament  has  largely  increased  the  responsibilities  devolving 
upon  the  artillery  arm  of  the  service,  and  has  developed  a  defect  in  its 
organization  which  calls  for  prompt  remedy  through  legislation  by  Con- 
gress. The  new  batteries  either  have  been  or  will  shortly  be  equipped 
with  electric-light  and  power  plants  for  lighting  the  magazines  and 
passageways,  and  for  operating  the  ammunition  lifts.  A  still  further 
extension  of  the  application  of  electrical  power  is  sought  by  the  artil- 
lery arm  and  may  be  realized  in  the  near  future.  The  plants  installed 
for  this  purpose  by  the  Engineer  Department,  while  as  simple  as  cir- 
cnmKtances  will  permit,  demand  for  their  proper  care,  preservation, 
and  ox)eration  a  greater  degree  of  mechanical  and  electrical  intelli- 
gence than  can  ordinarily  be  supplied  by  the  enlisted  men  of  the  artil- 
lery. Instances  of  damage  have  already  occurred  where  the  care  and 
oi>eration  of  these  plants  have  been  intrusted  to  the  enlisted  men,  and 
it  has  become  necessary  to  provide  temporarily  for  the  employment  of 
a  number  of  civilian  electrical  and  mechanical  experts  from  the  limited 
funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers.  It  is  exceedingly 
desirable  that  all  operations  connected  with  the  service  of  the  modern 
batteries  be  conducted  by  men  regularly  enlisted  and  amenable  to  mili- 
tary discipline,  and  it  is  earnestly  recommended  that  legislation  be 
obtained  providing  for  the  enlistment  in  each  battery  of  artillery  of 
two  or  more  machinist  electricians  at  a  rate  of  pay  which  will  secure  a 
class  of  men  capable  of  properly  caring  for  and  operating  the  electric- 
light  and  power  plants  of  modern  batteries. 

As  new  batteries  are  being  completed  and  transferred  to  the  artil- 
lery, questions  of  tactics  and  organization  are  arising  which  require 
careful  consideration,  in  order  that  the  highest  efficiency  may  be  real- 
ized from  the  new  system  of  defenses.  These  defenses  for  any  locality 
comprise  not  only  gun  and  mortar  batteries,  usually  separated  from 
each  other  by  intervening  water  area^,  but  submarine  mines,  search 
lights,  and  position-finding  instruments,  each  separate  element  demand- 
ing a  high  degree  of  technical  skill  and  involving  the  functions  of  the 
artillery  arm  and  of  the  Engineers,  Ordnance,  and  Signal  departments. 
The  complexity  and  variety  of  the  elements  of  a  perfected  modern 
scheme  of  seacoast  defense  strongly  suggest  the  necessity  for  a  single 
head  at  each  locality,  who  shall  be  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the 
defense  and  to  whom  all  others  shall  be  subordinate.  In  this  connec- 
tion attention  is  invited  to  the  views  of  Brig.  Gen.  G.  L.  Gillespie, 
United  States  Volunteers,  Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers,  commanding 
Department  of  the  East,  upon  the  duties  of  a  fortress  commander  as 
applied  to  the  defenses  of  Kew  York  Harbor,  printed  as  Appendix 
No.  3. 

In  order  to  continue  the  work  of  constructing  seacoast  defenses  in 
accordance  with  approved  projects,  and  to  provide  emplacements  for 
the  guns  and  carriages  for  which  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  will  submit 
estimates,  an  appropriation  of  $4,300,000  will  be  required,  and  this 
amount  is  requested. 

Dynamite  batteries, — Under  the  terms  of  the  acts  of  September  22, 
1888,  and  March  2, 1889,  dynamite  batteries  were  constructed,  under 
the  Ordnance  Department,  in  past  years  at  San  Francisco  Harbor^ 
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Oalifornia,  and  at  Sandy  Hook,  New  Jersey.  By  the  act  of  July  7, 1898, 
an  appropriation  of  $150,000  was  made  for  the  necessary  parax)et8, 
magazines,  etc.,  for  the  battery  at  San  Francisco  Harbor,  and  the  work 
is  now  in  progress.  A  temporary  sand  parapet  with  sandbag  revet- 
ment was  erected  for  the  protection  of  the  battery  at  Sandy  Hook,  with 
funds  from  the  appropriation  for  ^^  National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 
1898.  The  sandbags  will  of  course  rapidly  decay,  and  for  a  permanent 
revetment  and  the  proi)er  completion  of  the  battery  the  sum  of  $^,000 
is  necessary,  and  is  requested. 

Under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  September  22, 1888,  mentioned  above, 
dynamite  batteries  have  been  orden^  and  will  be  erected  by  the  Ord- 
nance Department  at  Port  Boyal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  and  Fishers 
Island,  eastern  entrance  to  Long  Island  Sound.  For  the  erection  of 
the  parapets  for  their  protection,  the  construction  of  magazines,  and 
completing  the  accessories  of  these  batteries,  the  sum  of  $80,000  is  nec- 
essary, and  is  requested. 

Submarine  mines. — During  the  past  two  years  the  question  of  a  revision 
of  the  torpedo  system  has  been  under  consideration  by  a  special  board 
of  engineer  officers.  A  number  of  improvements  in  the  details  of  the 
materials  and  in  the  operation  of  the  system  were  recommended  after 
their  superiority  had  been  demonstrated  by  practical  trials  at  the  United 
States  Engineer  School  at  Willets  Point.  The  labors  of  this  board  had 
beeu  practically  completed  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  but  unfortu- 
nately neither  time  nor  funds  were  available  for  immediately  replacing 
the  old-style  apparatus  with  the  new  and  improved,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  use  the  former  to  a  large  extent  in  mining  the  various 
harbors  of  the  country  for  defense  against  attack  during  the  war.  At 
the  outbreak  of  hostilities  there  were  on  hand  a  considerable  number 
of  mine  cases  and  a  limited  quantity  of  operating  apparatus,  but  no 
cable,  explosives,  search  lights,  or  any  of  the  multitude  of  miscellaneous 
minor  articles  needed  to  plant  and  operate  the  mines.  Steps  were 
immediately  taken  to  procure  as  rapidly  as  possible  all  needed  material, 
and  for  placing  in  position  at  every  important  harbor  a  preliminary 
line  of  mines.  The  total  allotments  from  the  appropriation  for  '<  National 
Defense"  made  by  the  President  for  the  torpedo  defenses  of  the  country 
aggregated  $1,540,000.  In  addition,  the  deficiency  act  of  May  4, 1898, 
appropriated  $50,000  -for  the  t)urchase  of  material  and  $300,000  for 
planting  and  maintaining  the  mine  fields.  Only  the  more  important 
items  of  torpedo  material  purchased  with  the  foregoing  funds  can  be  here 
given.  They  comprise  about  400  miles  of  single  and  multiple  cable,  150 
tons  of  explosives,  1,650  new  torpedo  cases,  44  electric  search  lights,  1,500 
compound  plugs  for  mines,  4,500  circuit  closers  and  regulators,  and 
17  sets  of  casemate-operating  apparatus.  All  of  the  above  material, 
excepting  the  explosives,  with  a  vast  amount  of  minor  articles,  was 
purchas^  and  distributed  through  the  Engineer  Depot  at  Willets  Point, 
K.  Y.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  submarine  mines  to  the  number  of 
over  1,500  had  been  planted  in  twenty-eight  different  harbors,  with  all 
their  cables,  anchors,  junction  boxes,  and  the  necessary  operating  appa- 
ratus installed.  For  the  preservation  and  maintenance  of  the  mine 
fields  it  was  necessary  to  enforce  special  rules  approved  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  for  the  navigation  of  friendly  vessels,  involving  the  employ- 
ment of  a  large  number  of  tugs  and  boats  with  a  numerous  personnd, 
at  an  approximate  average  daily  cost  of  nearly  $3,000.  In  this  connec- 
tion some  assistance  was  kindly  furnished  by  boats  belonging  to  the 
Light- House  Establishment  and  to  the  Eevenue-Marine  ServicCi  whose 
cooperation  proved  of  material  value. 
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The  appropriation  of  $150,000  contained  in  tbe  regnlar  Fortification 
act  of  May  7, 1898,  is  being  applied  mainly  to  the  constmction  of  cable 
tanks  and  torpedo  storehoases,  which  will  be  required  after  the  war 
for  the  proper  storage  and  preservation  of  the  torpedo  material  pur- 
chased dnring  hostilities.  A  number  of  the  old  casemates  will  require 
alterations  and  improvements  to  adapt  them  to  the  new- style  appara- 
tnSy  and  it  is  proposed  to  apply  a  i>ortion  of  the  appropriation  of  the 
act  of  May  7, 1898,  to  this  purpose. 

To  enable  further  alterations  and  improvements  to  be  made  in  exist- 
ing casemates,  and  for  the  construction  of  additional  new  casemates, 
cable  tanks,  and  storehouses  at  a  number  of  localities,  an  appropriation 
of  $100,000  is  requested. 

Fteservatian  and  repair  of  fortificatWM. — ^During  the  year  such  minor 
repairs  as  were  absolutely  needed  were  made  to  existing  works  of  old 
type,  and  a  considerable  number  of  old-type  guns  mounted  on  existing 
platforms  in  anticipation  of  attacks  on  our  coasts.  The  increasing 
number  of  new  works  and  the  necessity  of  caring  for  and  preserving 
their  electric  light  and  power  plants  and  their  ammunition  lifts,  trol- 
leys, and  other  iron  work,  make  frequent  demands  upon  the  appropria- 
tion for  ^<  Preservation  and  Eepair  of  Fortifications." 

For  the  proper  care  of,  and  for  such  repairs  as  may  become  necessary 
to,  bot :.  rhe  new  and  the  old  works  an  appropriation  of  $100,000  will  be 
nee^i* :!  Vnr  the  next  fiscal  year. 

iSea  tcalh  and  emhankments. — ^The  appropriation  of  $55,000  under  this 
heading  in  the  act  of  May  7, 1898,  has  been  applied  to  completing  the 
works'of  shore  protection  at  Fort  Morgan,  Ala.,  and  to  protecting  the 
newly  acquired  reservations  at  Hawkins  Point  and  North  Point,  Mary- 
land, both  of  which  contain  modern  batteries.  The  only  locality  at 
present  requiring  action  for  the  protection  of  the  shore  line  against  the 
erosion  of  the  sea  is  at  Fort  Schuyler,  for  which  an  appropriation  of 
$2,500  is  requested. 

Sites. — ^During  the  past  fiscal  year  title  has  been  obtained  to  sites 
required  for  seacoast  defenses,  in  accordance  with  approved  plans,  at 
Boston,  Mass.;  eastern  entrance  to  Long  Island  Sound;  southern 
entrance  to  New  York  Harbor;  Port  Eoyal,  S.  C;  Key  West,  Fla.; 
Galveston,  Tex.,  and  Puget  Sound,  Washington.  Negotiations  are  still 
in  progress  for  the  acquisition  of  sites  at  Boston,  Mass. ;  Narragansett 
Bay,  Khode  Island ;  eastern  entrance  to  Long  Island  Sound,  and  Paget 
Sound,  Washington.  The  acquisition  of  land  for  purposes  of  construct- 
ing seacoast  defenses  is  in  nearly  every  case  attended  by  annoying 
delays,  particularly  where  the  aid  of  the  courts  must  be  invoked  through 
the  medium  of  condemnation  proceedings.  Whenever  possible,  title  is 
obtained  by  direct  purchase,  but  often  the  owners  of  land  do  not  seem 
to  be  disposed  to  deal  fairly  with  the  Government,  or  else  the  titles  to 
the  land  are  involved,  and  in  these  cases  resort  to  the  courts  with  con- 
sequent delays  is  unavoidable.  A  number  of  important  sites  must  still 
be  acquired,  and  as  all  funds  hitherto  appropriated  have  been  expended 
or  pledged,  an  appropriation  of  $300,000  is  requested  to  continue  the 
acquisition  of  sites. 

Section  355,  Revised  Statutes,  provides  that  no  public  money  shall 
be  expended  upon  any  site  or  land  purchased  by  the  United  States  for 
the  purposes  of  erecting  thereon  any  armory,  arsenal,  fort,  fortification, 
navy-yard,  cnstom-house,  lighthouse,  or  other  public  building  of  any 
kind  whatever  until  the  written  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  shall 
be  had  in  £ftYor  of  the  validity  of  the  title,  nor  until  the  consent  of  the 
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legislature  of  the  State  in  which  the  laud  or  site  may  be,  to  such  pur- 
chase, has  been  giveu. 

To  provide  for  the  erection  of  temporary  batteries  during  the  war 
with  Spain,  for  the  defense  of  localities  where  no  sites  were  owned  by 
the  United  States,  a  joint  resolution  was  passed  by  Congress,  and 
approved  by  the  President  April  11, 1898,  permitting  the  construction 
of  temporary  forts  and  fortifications  upon  land  not  owned  by  the  United 
States,  upon  the  written  consent  of  the  owners  of  the  land,  when,  in 
cases  of  emergency,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  the  immediate 
erection  of  such  temporary  fortifications  is  deemed  important  and 
urgent. 

National  defense, — The  various  allotments,  and  their  objects,  made  by 
the  President  from  the  act  of  March  9, 1898,  for  purposes  of  "National 
Defense,''  were  as  follows : 

March  17.  Gnn  and  mortar  batteries $2,725,000 

March  17.  Torpedo  defenses 250,000 

March  31.  Emplacements  for  rapid-fire  guns 90, 000 

March  31.  Emergency  purposes 60,000 

April  2.  Temporary  emplacements  for  old  and  new  guns  at  specified  local- 
ities   150,000 

April  2.  Torpedo  defenses 1, 150, 000 

April  16.  Temporary  batteries  at  specified  localities 65, 000 

April  21.  Planting  torpedoes 150,000 

April  21.  Emplacements  for  rapid-fire  gnns 50, 000 

April  23.  Emplacements  for  12-incb  and  8>inch  gnns  on  barbette  mounts.  932, 000 

April  23.  Cleaning  ditches  at  Fort  Delaware 6,000 

May  28.  Supplies  for  Engineer  Depot,  Manila 35,000 

5, 6'i3, 000 
May  4.  Withdrawn 10,000 

Net  allotments .'    5,653,000 

The  following  brief  summaries  of  the  detailed  reports  of  district 
officers  give  a  concise  statement  of  the  work  at  each  locality  during 
the  fiscal  ye^: 

Defenses  of  coasts  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire. — OflBcer  in  charge, 
Maj.  Richard  L.  Hoxie,  Corxis  of  Engineers;  assistant,  Lieut.  George 
P.  Howell,  Corps  of  Engineers;  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  George 
L.  Gillespie,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  older  type  fortifications  in  the  district  have  been  kept  in  repair 
as  far  as  the  limited  funds  would  permit.  Fort  Preble,  iu  Portland 
Harbor,  contains  a  permanent  artillery  garrison.  The  remainder  have 
been  cared  for  by  ordnance  sergeants,  excepting  tliat  Forts  Knox, 
Popham,  Scammel,  Constitution,  and  battery  at  Portland  Head  have 
been  occupied  by  troops  during  the  latter  part  of  the  fiscal  year  1898. 

Work  was  continued  on  emplacements  for  five  10-inch  guns  for  the 
defense  of  Portland  Harbor,  Maine.  At  the  close  of  the  year  all  of 
these  were  completed  excepting  a  portion  of  the  iron  work,  and  all  the 
guns  were  mounted. 

Work  was  in  progress  on  emplacements  for  two  12-inch  B.  L.  R.  on 
disappearing  carriages  under  the  contract  provisions  of  the  act  of  June 
6, 1896.  The  progress  made  has  not  been  satisfactory,  and  about  the 
close  of  the  year,  after  a  portion  of  the  concrete  and  one  set  of  anchor 
bolts  were  in  place,  the  contract  was  annulled,  and  tlie  work  will  be 
completed  by  the  United  States.  A  substantial  stone  wharf  with  road- 
way leading  thereto  has  been  constructed  at  this  locality. 

Work  has  been  in  progress  upon  a  battery  for  sixteen  12-inch  mor- 
tars.   All  the  platforms  are  completed,  all  the  base  rings  set,  and  the 
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work  of  monntinfif  the  carriages  commenced.  The  concrete  work  of  one 
niaiirazine  is  nearly  completed.  A  cable  tank  for  storage  of  sabmarine 
cable  has  been  constructed,  and  a  torpedo  storehouse  completed  except 
the  concrete  floor.  The  construction  of  emplacements  for  two  12-inch 
l^uns,  two  8-inch  guns,  and  for  eight  12-inch  mortars,  under  the  act  of 
May  7, 1898,  has  been  ordered,  and  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the 
plans  were  beiug  prepared. 

At  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  work  has  been  in  progress,  under  contract,  on 
emplacements  for  two  8-inch  B.  L.  B.  guns  on  disappearing  carriages, 
including  a  mining  casemate.  The  work  is  nearly  completed  and  the 
guns  mounted. 

Daring  the  latter  part  of  the  fiscal  year  seven  15-inch  S.  B.  guns  were 
mounted  on  wooden  platforms.  The  greater  part  of  the  cost  of  the  lat- 
ter, however,  is  provided  for  by  an  aUotment  from  the  appropriation 
f6r  <^  National  Defense." 

The  existing  old  armament  on  the  Penobscot  Biver  was  overhauled 
and  put  in  condition  for  service. 

Under  allotments  from  the  appropriation  for  ^< National  Defense"  the 
following  work  was  done: 

Emplacements  for  six  8-inch  B.  L.  B.  guns  on  disapi)eariDg  carriages, 
Portland  Harbor,  Maine:  Work  was  commenced  at  once  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act,  and  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  practically  all  the 
preliminary  work,  including  collection  of  the  plant  and  material,  con- 
struction of  whaif,  and  the  driUing  of  an  artesian  well,  had  been  com- 
pleted, and  about  9,535  cubic  yards  of  rock  and  2,885  cubic  yards  of 
earth  had  been  taken  out,  nearly  completing  the  excavation  for  one 
battery  of  three  guns.  Preparations  were  being  made  at  the  close  of 
the  year  to  commence  concreting.  Temporary  platforms  for  two  8-inch 
converted  rifles  were  also  constructed  at  this  locality. 

At  Portland  Harbor,  Maine,  work  has  been  in  progress  upon  an 
emplacement  for  one  6-inch  rapid-fire  gun.  At  the  close  of  the  yesM*  the 
ex<5avation  had  been  finished  and  the  platform  completed  ready  for 
the  gun. 

At  Fort  Popham,  Me.,  temporary  platforms  for  15-inch  S.  B.  guns 
were  constructed  and  completed  excepting  a  portion  of  the  sand  para- 
pet. Guns  and  carriages  were  mounted.  A  concrete  platform  to 
accommodate  an  8-inch  B.  L.  rifle  on  a  strengthened  barbette  carriage 
for  15inch  S.  B.  gun  wa-s  also  constructed,  and  the  magazine  nearly 
finished. 

On  the  outer  line  of  defense  of  Portsmouth  Harbor,  New  Hampshire, 
there  have  been  mounted  two  carriages  for  15-inch  S.  B.  guns,  which 
carriages  it  is  proposed  to  strengthen  to  carry  8-inch  B.  L.  B.  guns. 
The  guns  will  be  mounted  when  received,  and  suiteble  disposition  will 
be  made  for  the  service  of  the  ammunition. 

At  Bar  Harbor,  Me.,  the  project  for  temporary  defense  provides  for 
two  8-inch  converted  rifles  and  two  10-inch  S.  B.  guns,  all  mounted  on 
temporary  wooden  platforms.  The  consent  of  the  owners  of  the  sites 
has  been  secured  for  each  place.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the 
two  8-inch  converted  rifles  were  mounted  and  ready  for  service,  and  the 
two  10-inch  S.  B.  guns  were  in  process  of  mounting. 

The  project  for  the  torpedo  defense  for  Maine  and  New  Hampshire 
includes  the  Penobscot  and  Kennebec  rivers,  Portland  Harbor,  Maine, 
and  Portsmouth  Harbor,  New  Hampshire.  During  April,  1898,  mines 
were  placed  in  three  channels  leading  into  Portland  Harbor,  and  early 
in  May  in  Portsmouth  Harbor  and  in  Kennebec  and  Penobscot  rivers. 
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These  operations  incladed  the  equipment  of  mining  casemates  at  each 
locality. 
(See  Appendix  4  A.) 

Defenses  of  Boston,  Jlf<w«.— Officer  in  charge,  Ool.  Samnel  M.  Mans- 
field, Corps  of  Engineers;  assistant,  Maj.  John  Stephen  Sewell,  IT.  S. 
Volunteers,  Lieutenant,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  defenses  include  three  works  of  old  type,  one  of  which  is  used  as 
a  torpedo  depot  for  the  storage  of  torpedo  material. 

At  the  close  of  the  previous  fiscal  year  there  had  been  provided  for 
under  allotments  from  the  regular  fortification  appropriations  emplace- 
ments for  eight  10-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages,  a  mortar  bat- 
tery for  sixteen  12-iuch  mortars,  and  one  for  eight  12-inch  mortars.  All 
the  10-inch  emplacements  were  essentially  completed  at  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year,  and  all  guns  mounted  ready  for  service.  The  sixteen-mortar 
battery  has  been  in  the  charge  of  troops  since  July  25, 1896,  and  opera- 
tions during  the  year  were  limited  to  necessary  repairs.  The  eight- 
mortar  battery  is  being  constructed  by  contnwst  with  fands  allotted 
from  the  act  of  March  3, 1897,  but  owing  to  delays  in  acquiring  title  to 
the  site  active  operations  were  not  commenced  until  June,  1898.  Two 
emplacements  for  12-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages  have  been 
ordered  under  the  act  of  May  7, 1898,  and  the  preparation  of  plans  is 
now  in  progress. 

During  the  fiscal  year  a  concrete  cable  tank  for  the  storage  of  torpedo 
cable  was  made  ready  for  service,  and  the  torpedo  material  on  hand 
overhauled  and  cleaned.^ 

Negotiations  were  carried  on  throughout  the  year  for  the  acquisition 
of  the  additional  sites  required  to  carry  out  the  approved  project  for 
the  defense  of  Boston  Harbor.  One  site,  comprising  33.13  acres,  was 
purchased  at  a  cost  of  $28,000,  and  a  second  site,  comprising  about  55 
acres,  has  been  partly  acquired  by  purchase.  Two  other  sites,  one  of 
which  is  owned  by  the  city  of  Boston,  still  remain  to  be  acquired.  It 
is  expected  that  one  of  these  will  be  acquired  by  purchase  during  the 
ensuing  fiscal  year. 

Under  allotments  from  the  appropriation  for  "National  Defense^  new 
emplacements  have  been  provided  for  two  12-inch  guns  on  barbette 
carriages,  for  three  12-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages,  for  two 
1 0-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages,  and  for  four  rapid-fire  guns.  At 
the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  two  rapid-fire  guns  were  mounted,  and  plat- 
forms ready  for  the  three  12-inch  disappearing  guns,  for  the  two  10-inch 
disappearing  guns,  and  for  two  additional  rapid-fire  guns.  It  is  expected 
that  all  the  emplacements  under  construction  with  funds  derived  from 
the  appropriation  for  "National  Defense''  will  be  essentially  completed 
by  December  31, 1898. 

In  anticii)ation  of  the  war  with  Spain,  preparations  were  commenced 
early  in  April,  1898,  for  planting  mines  for  the  defense  of  Boston  Harbor. 
A  large  quantity  of  cable,  explosives,  improvised  mines,  and  other 
articles  were  purchased,  mines  loaded,  and  electrical  appliances  in- 
stalled for  operating  the  system.  A  total  of  ten  grand  groups  of  service- 
pattern  mines  were  planted  and  maintained  in  effective  condition  to  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

(See  Appendix  4  B.) 

Defenses  of  southeast  coast  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Islandy  at  New 
Bedfordy  Mass.y  and  Newport^  JR.  I. — OflBcer  in  charge,  Maj.  Daniel  W. 
Lockwood,  Corps  of  Engineers;  assistants^  Capt.  Charles  H.  McEinstry, 
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Corps  of  Engiueers,  since  May  9, 1898;  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen. 
George  L.  Gillespie,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  defenses  include  two  permanent  masonry  works  of  old  type,  one 
of  which  is  garrisoned.  During  the  year  a  number  of  minor  repairs 
were  carried  out  at  one  of  these  works,  including  repairs  to  platforms 
for  two  8  inch  converted  rifles  and  to  increasing  the  earth  cover  of 
three  magazines. 

Under  the  regular  fortification  acts  emplacements  have  been  under 
construction  for  a  battery  of  three  10  inch  guns  on  disappearing  car- 
riages and  for  a  battery  of  sixteen  12-incli  mortars,  the  former  by  con- 
tract under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  6,  1896,  and  the  latter  by 
hired  labor.  Both  batteries  were  completed  during  the  fiscal  year,  the 
armament  placed  in  position  for  service,  and  the  l)atteries  formally 
transferred  to  troops  for  use  and  care  in  June,  1898.  An  additional 
mortar  battery  for  eight  12-inch  mortars  was  authorized  under  the  act 
of  May  7, 1898,  and  plans  and  estimates  were  in  progress  of  prepara- 
tion at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

During  April  and  May  a  range-finder  tower,  completed  during  the 
previous  fiscal  year,  was  strengthened  by  a  covering  of  timber  and 
iron  plates. 

A  concrete  cable  tank  for  the  storage  of  torpedo  cable  was  completed 
during  the  year. 

Proceedings  in  condemnation  for  the  acquisition  of  a  much-needed 
site  were  instituted,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  title  to  the  same  will  pass 
to  the  (Jnited  States  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Under  allotments  from  the  appropriation  for  "I^ational  Defense," 
eniplaeements  were  commenced  in  March  and  April  for  two  10-inch 
guns  on  disappearing  carriages;  for  two  8  inch  guns  on  disa[)pearing 
carriages;  for  three  rapid-fire  guns,  and  for  two  12-inch  guns  on  non- 
disappearing  carriages.  The  platforms  for  the  two  10-inch  guns  were 
both  completed  before  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  one  gun  mounted 
for  service.  The  two  platforms  for  8-inch  guns  were  also  completed 
before  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year.  The  rapid-fire  emplacements  are 
designed  for  one  6-inch  and  for  two  4.72-inch  guns.  All  three  em- 
placements were  completed  at  the  close  of  the  year  and  awaiting 
delivery  of  their  armament,  which  will  be  mounted  immediately  upon 
its  receipt.  The  construction  of  the  two  emplacements  for  12-inch  guns 
involved  the  construction  of  a  wharf,  which,  as  well  as  the  excavation 
for  the  battery,  was  nearing  completion  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

An  existing  15-inch  smoothbore-gun  emplacement  is  bt*ing  prepared 
to  receive  an  8-inch  B.  L.  rifle.  The  necessary  changes  were  completed, 
and  the  gun  will  be  mounted  as  soon  as  received. 

It  is  expected  that  all  works  under  allotments  from  the  appropriation 
for  "National  Defense"  will  be  completed  during  the  present  working 
season. 

During  the  months  of  April  and  May  the  entrances  to  Narraf];ansett 
Bay  were  closed  by  mines  and  special  rules  for  navigation  put  in  oper- 
ation. The  mine  fields  have  been  maintained  and  patrolled  to  the  end 
of  the  fiscal  year.  At  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  torpedo  material  was  accu- 
mnlated  and  preparations  made  for  planting  mines,  but  none  were 
actually  placed  in  position  before  the  close  of  the  year. 

(See  Appendix  C  4.) 
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Defenses  of  eastern  entrance  to  Long  Island  Sound  and  coast  of  Con- 
necticut — Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  Smith  S.  Leach,  Corps  of  Engineers; 
assistant,  Lieut.  William  J.  Barden,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  March  14, 
1898,  and  since  April  15, 1898;  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  George  L. 
Gillespie,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  defenses  include  two  masonry  works  of  old  type,  one  of  which 
has  been  garrisoned  throughout  the  year,  and  the  other  for  a  short 
period  as  a  result  of  the  war.  Platforms  for  three  15-inch  smoothbore 
guns  were  prepared  under  an  allotment  from  the  appropriation  for 
"National  Defense,'^  and  the  guns  mounted  by  the  troops.  Eleven 
lOinch  smoothbore  guns  were  dismounted  and  transported  to  other 
points  for  the  protection  of  the  principal  coast  towns. 

The  new  works  of  defense,  under  construction  with  funds  derived 
from  the  regular  fortification  appropriations,  comprise  emplacements 
for  two  12inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages  and  for  two  lO-inch 
guns  on  disappearing  carriages.  All  are  being  constructed  by  contract 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  6, 1896.  The  contract  for  the 
lOinch  emplacements  includes  a  mining  casemate.  The  contract  for 
the  two  12inch  emplacements  has  been  completed,  and  the  battery 
awaits  its  armament.  The  platforms  of  the  10-inch  emplacements  have 
been  completed  and  one  gun  is  mounted.  Considerable  work  still 
remains  to  be  done,  however,  owing  to  the  dilatory  methods  of  the 
contractor. 

Under  the  act  of  May  7, 1898,  emplacements  have  been  authorized 
for  two  12-inch  guns  and  for  two  8-inch  guns,  all  on  disappearing  car- 
riages, and  for  eight  12inch  mortars.  Plans  and  estimates  for  these 
new  works  were  partially  completed  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

During  the  year  a  site  was  acquired  at  l^apatree  Point,  Rhode  Island, 
and  condemnation  proceedings  were  in  progress  for  the  acquisition  of 
a  second  site  at  the  western  end  of  Fishers  Island,  1^.  Y. 

With  allotments  from  the  appropriation  for  '^National  Defense,"  act 
of  March  9, 1898,  emplacements  were  commenced  in  March  and  April 
for  two  lO-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages,  for  one  rapid-fire  gun, 
and  for  two  8-inch  B.  L.  rifles  on  15-inch  smoothbore  carriages,  the 
latter  so  planned  as  to  be  capable  of  receiving  later  the  approved 
type  of  disappearing  carriage.  The  lOinch  emplacements  were  essen- 
tially completed  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  or  within  a  period  of  a 
little  over  three  months.  Their  armament  had  not  been  delivered  at 
the  close  of  the  year.  The  rapid-fire  emplacement  has  been  completed, 
and  a  4.72-inch  gun  mounted  ready  for  service.  Operations  were  in 
progress  at  the  close  of  the  year  upon  the  emplacements  for  8-inch  guns 
on  barbette  carriages,  with  one  platform  ready  for  armament. 

For  the  defense  of  Ifew  Haven  temporary  batteries  for  six  lO-inch 
smoothbore  guns  were  constructed  under  the  appropriation  for  "National 
Defense.''  Similar  temporary  batteries  for  four  and  one  gun,  respec- 
tively, were  constructed  at  Bridgeport  and  Stonington.  Submarine 
mines  were  planted  for  the  defense  of  New  Haven  Harbor,  and  the 
mine  fields  maintained  and  patrolled  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year. 

(See  Appendix  4  D.) 

Defenses  of  New.  York. — Officer  in  charge  at  eastern  entrance  to 
harbor,  on  islands  in  harbor,  and  on  Staten  Island,  Maj.  Henry  M. 
Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers;  assistants,  Lieut.  Eobert  B.  Raymond, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  and  Lieut.  James  F.  Mclndoe,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
the  latter  since  April  11, 1898.  Torpedo  defenses  at  eastern  entrance  in 
the  charge  of  M^j.  John  O.  D.  Knight,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  April 
6y  1898.    Officer  in  charge  of  defenses  on  Long  Island  and  at  Sandy 
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Hook,  Bri^.  Gen.  William  Ludlow  (now  Mjy.  Oen.)^  U-  S.  Volunteers, 
Lieatenaut-Golonel,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  April  21, 1898;  after  that 
date,  Maj.  Henry  M.  Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers;  assistants,  Lieut 
Bobert  McGregor,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  Lieut  Edwin  B.  Stuart, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  the  latter  since  April  16, 1898.  Division  Engineer, 
Brig.  Gen.  George  L.  Gillespie,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  Colonel,  Corps  of 
Engineers. 

The  defenses  include  a  number  of  masonry  works  of  old  type  to 
which  minor  repairs  were  made  during  the  year  as  far  as  permitt^  by 
the  limited  funds  available. 

Eastern  entrance  to  harbor:  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  two 
emplacements  for  10-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages  had  been 
nearly  completed  and  work  had  been  begun  upon  one  12inch  and  one 
8-incb  emplacement,  both  for  disappearing  carriages.  These  have  all 
been  completed  except  minor  fittings  for  the  12inch  emplacement. 
The  armament  of  the  two  10-inch  emplacements  and  of  the  one  8-inch 
emplacement  is  in  position  for  service;  that  of  the  12inch  emplace- 
ment bad  not  been  delivered  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year.  Eight 
platforms  for  12iuch  mortars  have  been  constructed,  and  the  mortars 
mounted.  Work  was  also  begun  upon  two  emplacements  for  5-inch 
rapid-fire  guns  on  balance  pillar  mounts.  In  addition  to  the  above  the 
modem  defenses  include  a  mortar  battery  for  sixteen  12-inch  mortars, 
and  emplacements  for  two  10-inch  guns  and  for  one  8-inch  gun  on  dis- 
appearing carriages,  which  are  completed  and  armed.  With  funds 
finom  the  act  of  May  7, 1898,  the  construction  of  two  emplacements  for 
12-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages  was  commenced.   . 

Under  an  allotment  from  the  appropriation  for  ^'National  Defense," 
provision  has  been  made  for  mounting  one  8-inch  B.  L.  rifle  on  modified 
15-inch  carriage.    The  emplacement  is  ready  for  its  armament 

The  channel  was  defended  by  59  submarine  mines  planted  in  April 
and  May.  Special  regulations  for  navigation  were  promulgated  and 
the  mine  fields  maintained  and  patrolled  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Southern  entrance  to  harbor:  On  Staten  Island  four  emplacements 
for  10-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages,  nearly  completed  at  the 
date  of  the  last  Annual  Bex)ort,  have  been  completed  and  armed.  The 
construction  of  two  emplacements  for  12-inch  guns  on  disappearing 
carriages  was  commenced  with  funds  appropriated  by  the  act  of  May 
7, 1898.  The  defenses  also  include  five  emplacements  for  8inch  guns 
on  disappearing  carriages,  completed  and  armed  prior  to  the  fiscal 
year. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  the  modern  defenses  on  Long 
Island  and  Sandy  Hook  consisted  of  sixteen  12-inch  mortars,  two  12-inch 
guns  on  lifts,  and  five  10-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages,  all  com- 
pleted, and  two  12-inch  guns  and  four  10-inch  guns  on  disappearing 
carriages,  under  construction.  During  the  year  the  four  10  inch  em- 
placements, three  of  which  were  built  by  contract  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  June  6,  1896,  were  completed  and  armed,  and  the  two 
12-inch  emplacements  nearly  completed  and  ready  for  armament.  Con- 
struction was  also  begun  upon  one  emplacement  for  a  5-inch  rapid-fire 
gun,  and  the  same  completed  and  armed.  Under  the  act  of  May  7, 1898, 
emplacements  have  been  authorized  for  two  12-inch  guns  on  disappear- 
ing carriages  and  for  eight  12-inch  mortars. 

The  reservation  at  Fort  Wadsworth  was  extended  hy  the  purchase 
of  an  additional  tract  of  land  required  for  modern  works,  at  a  cost  ot 
$60,000. 

The  breach  in  the  Sandy  Hook  peninsula  was  closed  under  the 
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special  appropriation  for  this  purpose  contained  in  the  act  of  March 
3, 1897.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  67,166  tons  of  riprap  stone  had 
been  put  in  place  and  the  work  practically  completed. 

Under  allotments  Irom  the  appropriation  for  «*I^ational  Defense,^ 
emplacements  were  authorized  on  Staten  Island  for  two  12-inch  guns  on 
disappearing  carriages,  for  two  4.7-inch  rapid-fire  guns,  for  two  8-inch 
13.  L.  rifles  on  modified  15-inch  carriages,  and  for  a  temporary  battery  of 
three  8-inch  converted  rifles.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  rapid- 
fire  emplacements  were  completed  and  armed  and  the  12-inch  emplace- 
ments sufficiently  advanced  to  be  ready  for  armament.  The  temporary 
battery  is  completed  ami  ready  for  armament. 

Under  allotments  from  the  appropriation  for  "I^ational  Defense," 
emplacements  were  authorized  on  Ijong  Island  and  Sandy  Hook  for 
three  10-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages,  for  two  12-inch  guns  on 
disa])pearing  carriages,  and  for  two  12-inch  guns  on  nondisappearing 
carriages,  and  for  four  rapid-fire  guns.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year 
two  rapid-fire  emplacements  were  completed  and  armed  with  4.7inch 
guns,  and  two  platforms  for  lO-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages 
were  ready  for  armament.  The  pneumatic  gun  battery  was  provided 
with  a  sand  parapet  and  sand-bag  retaining  walls,  and  temporary 
emplacements  constructed  for  two  siege  guns  and  one  rapid-fire  gun. 

It  is  expected  that  all  works  under  allotments  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  "National  Defense"  will  be  completed  before  the  close  of  the 
calendar  year. 

Submarine  mines  were  planted  at  the  Narrows  and  at  the  Sandy 
Hook  entrance,  about  250  mines  having  been  placed  in  position.  Both 
mine  fields  were  maintained  and  patrolled  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
special  regulations  for  navigation  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

(See  Appendix  4  E.) 

Defenses  of  the  peJaicare  River. — Officer  in  charge,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles 
W.  Kaymond,  Corps  of  Engineers,  with  Maj.  Spencer  Cosby,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  Lieutenant,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  Lieut.  Sherwood  A. 
Cheney,  Corps  of  Engineers,  under  his  immediate  orders,  the  latter 
from  September  30,  1897,  to  April  10,  1898. 

The  defenses  include  one  masonry  work  of  old  type  which  was  gar- 
risoned for  a  portion  of  the  year  as  a  result  of  the  war. 

The  modern  works  of  defense  provided  for  under  regular  fortification 
ai)propriation  acts  consist  of  a  battery  for  three  12-inch  and  three 
lO-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages,  one  battery  of  three  12-inch 
disappearing  guns,  a  battery  for  two  6-inch  rapid-fire  guns,  and  a  bat- 
tery of  sixteen  12-inch  mortars. 

The  battery  of  six  lO-inch  and  12-inch  disappearing  guns  is  com- 
pleted, the  guns  and  carriages  are  mounted,  and  the  ammunition  hoists, 
electric  lighting  system,  cranes,  etc.,  are  in  full  working  order.  The 
construction  of  the  parados  in  rear  of  the  battery  is  still  in  progress, 
33,984  cubic  yards  of  earth  and  sand  having  been.placed  in  it  out  of  a 
total  estimated  quantity  of  42,000  cubic  yards.  The  total  cost  of  this 
battery  up  to  June  30,  1898,  was  $241,692.38.  In  addition,  a  road  was 
built  from  the  rear  of  the  battery  to  the  wharf  at  a  cost  of  $3,702.53. 
Mounting  the  six  guns  and  carriages  cost  $6,665.84;  the  cost  of  the 
parados  up  to  June  30, 1898,  was  $9,862.28,  and  the  latrines  in  parados 
$1,209.42. 

The  battery  of  three  12-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages  had  its 
concrete  foundations  carried  up  solidly  from  above  the  piles  to  just 
below  the  reference  of  the  floors  10,5.    Thus  far  the  funds  available 
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have  permitted  the  construction  of  the  foundations  only,  but  the  bat- 
tery will  be  completed  during  the  coming  fiscal  year  with  funds  a{)pro- 
priated  by  the  deficiency  act  of  July  7, 1898. 

Preliminary  work  for  the  construction  of  the  battery  for  sixteen 
12-inch  mortars  was  commenced  on  June  24, 1897,  and  has  been  steadily 
continued,  except  when  interrupted  by  the  weather,  during  the  fiscal 
year.  On  June  30,  1898,  all  masonry  work,  except  the  blast  slopes 
above  the  pits,  was  completed  and  the  battery  was  ready  for  servi<e. 
All  sixteen  mortar  carriages  and  eight  mortars  had  been  mounted;  the 
other  eight  mortars  were  to  be  mounted  as  soon  as  received.  Work  on 
the  sand  embankment  around  the  pits  and  magazines  was  in  progress, 
and  the  systems  for  lighting  the  battery  by  electricity  and  for  handling 
ammunition  were  being  installed.  Up  to  June  30, 1898,  $130,461.30 
had  been  expended  on  this  battery. 

The  two  emplacements  for  5inch  rapid-fire  guns  on  balanced-pillar 
mountings  were  completed  and  ready  for  the  guns  and  carriages  in 
August,  1897.  The  battery  contains  2,266  cubic  yards  of  masonry  and 
6,914  cubic  yards  of  earth  embankment,  and  cost  up  to  June  30, 1898, 
$l!>,2o9.54.    The  two  guns  and  carriages  have  not  yet  been  received. 

A  fireproof  torpedo  shed  for  the  storage  of  the  torpedo  material 
required  by  the  approved  project  of  submarine- mine  defense  was  com- 
pleted during  the  year. 

With  funds  allotted  from  the  appropriation  for  "National  Defense,^ 
act  of  March  9, 1898,  two  emplacements  for  8-inch  guns  on  disappearing 
carriages  were  begun  in  March,  1898,  and  two  emplacements  for  12- inch 
guns  on  barbette  carriages  in  May,  1898,  On  June  30, 1898,  the  masonry 
of  the  two  8-inch  emplacements  was  practically  completed  and  the  guns 
and  carriages  were  mounted  and  ready  for  service.  The  masonry  work 
of  the  two  12  inch  emplacements  was  more  than  half  completed. 

Two  4.72-inch  rapid-tire  guns,  i)urchased  in  England,  were  received 
on  April  23, 1898.  Twelve  days  later  they  had  been  mounted  on  tempo- 
rary platforms  ready  for  service.  It  is  proposed  to  build  permanent 
emplacements  for  them  with  funds  allotted  from  the  appropriation  for 
**l^ational  Defense.'^  The  project  for  these  emplacements  was  approved 
June  14, 1898,  and  arrangements  were  at  once  made  to  start  the  work 
of  construction. 

Submarine  mines  for  the  defense  of  the  Delaware  were  planted  in 
April  and  May,  1898.  With  the  exception  of  four  that  had  become 
detached,  all  were  in  position  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year.  The  tor- 
pedo casemates  are  fitted  with  new  ai>paratus  and  are  in  full  working 
order.  Two  search  lights  are  mounted,  a  temporary  loading  shed  is 
fitted  up,  a  base  line  is  laid  out  and  connected  by  telephone  with  the 
casemate,  and  patrol  boats  are  maintained  day  and  night  to  protect 
the  mine  fields. 

(See  Appendix  4  F.) 

Defensei  of  Baltimore^  Md, — OflBcer  in  charge.  Brig.  Gen.  Peter  0. 
Hains,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers,  having  under  his 
immediate  orders  Lieut.  Charles  W.  Kutz,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until 
October  22, 1897,  and  from  April  1, 1898,  to  June  10, 1898.  From  Octo- 
ber  22, 1897,  to  April  1, 1898,  and  from  June  10, 1898,  to  the  end  of  the 
fiscal  year  they  were  in  the  temporary  charge  of  Lieut.  Charles  W. 
Kutz,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  defenses  of  Baltimore,  built,  building,  and  proposed,  are  located 
at  five  points  on  the  Patapsco  Kiver.  Three  of  the  points  are  new  sites, 
of  which  two  are  occupied  by  modern  works  and  garrisoned.    The  third 
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new  site  is  under  the  care  of  a  watchman.  The  two  old  works  are  both 
garrisoned ;  one  of  them  is  in  the  course  of  preparation  to  receive  modem- 
type  guns,  but  no  new  work  is  contemplated  at  the  site  of  the  other. 

dnder  the  contract  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  6,  1896,  emplace- 
ments have  been  provided  for  a  battery  of  eight  12-inch  mortars,  a  bat- 
tery of  one  12-inch  and  three  8-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages,  and 
for  two  5-inch  rapid-fire  guns  on  balance-pillar  mount.  These  works 
were  all  complet€Kl  and  armed  during  the  year  except  the  rapid-fire 
battery,  whose  final  completion  is  delayed  pending  arrival  of  the 
carriages. 

The  protection  of  two  of  the  new  sites  against  erosion  by  the  sea  has 
been  commenced  with  funds  appropriated  by  the  act  of  May  7,  1898, 
and  will  be  completed  during  the  present  working  season. 

Under  allotments  from  the  appropriation  for  <<  National  Defense,"  act 
of  March  9, 1898,  emplacements  were  authorized  for  two  12-inch  guns 
on  disappearing  carriages,  for  two  12inch  guns  on  nondisappearing  car- 
riages, and  for  two  4.72-inch  i-apid-fire  guns.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  the  two  emplacements  for  disappearing  carriages  were  completed 
in  all  essential  details,  and  awaiting  their  armament  The  platforms  of 
the  two  emplacements  for  nondisappearing  carriages  were  ready  for 
armament,  and  work  was  being  rapidly  pushed,  with  the  expectation 
that  the  battery  would  be  finished  within  two  months.  The  rapid-fire 
battery  is  entirely  completed  except  the  armament,  which  had  not  been 
delivered. 

The  channel  leading  to  Baltimore  was  obstructed  by  submarine  mines, 
which  were  kept  in  condition  for  service  to  the  close  of  the  year. 

(See  Appendix  4  G.) 

Defenses  of  Washington^  D.  0. — Officer  in  charge,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles 
J.  Allen,  Corps  of  Engineers;  assistant,  M^j.  Jay  J.  Morrow,  IJ.  S. 
Volunteers,  Lieutenant,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  defenses  include  two  works  of  old  type,  one  of  which  is  of  masonry 
construction.  Minor  repairs  were  made  during  the  year  as  found  neces- 
sary, and  as  far  as  permitted  by  the  funds  available  for  this  purpose. 

At  the  close  of  the  previous  fiscal  year  emplacements  for  three  10- 
inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages  had  been  completed  and  the  guns 
mounted,  and  operations  were  in  progress  upon  an  additional  emplace- 
ment for  a  10-inch  gun  on  disappearing  cariiage  and  for  three  emplace- 
ments for  8-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages,  the  latter  by  contract 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  6, 1896.  At  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year  all  the  foregoing  emplacements  were  completed  and  the  guns 
mounted  ready  for  service. 

Under  an  allotment  from  the  appropriation  for  the  ^^  Board  of  Ord- 
nance and  Fortification,"  supplemented  by  an  allotment  from  the 
appropriation  for  "  Gun  and  Morrar  Batteries,"  two  sections  of  experi- 
mental parapets  were  constructed,  one  of  sand  with  a  retaining  wall  of 
steel  rails,  the  other  of  the  type  form,  with  a  view  to  testing  their  rela- 
tive efficiency  under  the  fire  of  a  10-inch  gun,  which  is  to  be  mounted 
on  a  nondisappearing  carriage  on  a  platform  specially  constructed  for 
this  purpose.  At  the  close  of  the  year  this  work  had  been  completed, 
but  the  war  with  Spain  has  thus  far  prevented  the  carrying  out  of  the 
projected  experiments. 

A  mortar  battery  for  eight  12-inch  mortars  has  been  authorized  under 
the  act  of  May  7, 1898,  and  the  preparation  of  plans  and  estimates  was 
in  progress  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

A  concrete  cable  tank  was  built  during  the  year  and  a  torpedo  store- 
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honse  nearly  completed  for  the  storage  of  cable  and  other  material 
reqoired  for  the  sabmarine-mine  defenses. 

Under  allotments  from  the  appropriation  for  '<  iJNTational  Defense," 
emplacements  were  aathorized  for  two  10-inch  guns  on  disappearing 
carriages  and  for  two  4inch  rapid-fire  guns.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  the  10-iuch  emplacements  were  well  advanced  and  ready  for  their 
armament.  The  rapid-fire  emplacements  were  nearing  completion  and 
their  armament  was  being  put  in  position. 

The  10  inch  gun  on  nondisappearing  carriage  intended  for  testing 
the  experimentol  parapet  was  mounted  upon  a  temporary  platform  so 
as  to  1^  available  for  service  in  case  of  an  emergency. 

Submarine  mines  were  planted  in  the  channel  and  the  mine  fields 
patrolled  and  kept  in  effective  condition. 

(See  Appendix  4  H.) 

DefengeB  of  HampUm  Roads^  Va. — Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  Thomas  L. 
Casey,  Corps  of  Engineers;  assistants,  Lieut.  Frank  A.  Wilcox,  First 
Infantry,  from  April  20, 1 898,  and  Lieut.  Edward  H.  Schnlz,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  from  April  9  to  May  19, 1898;  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen. 
Peter  C.  Hains,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  defenses  include  two  inclosed  masonry  works  of  old  tjrpe,  one  ot 
which  is  only  partially  completed.  Various  minor  repairs  were  made 
during  the  year  for  their  preservation. 

At  the  close  of  the  previous  fiscal  year  emplacements  for  three  1 0-inch 
guns  on  disappearing  carriages  had  been  completed  and  armed,  and 
operations  were  in  progress  upon  a  mortar  battery  for  sixteen  12  inch 
mortars  and  an  additional  emplacement  for  a  10-inch  gun  on  disappear- 
ing carriage.  During  the  year  the  mortar  battery  was  finished  and 
armed  and  the  additional  10-inch  emplacement  practically  completed 
and  in  readiness  for  its  armament  An  8inch  B.  L.  rifle  on  nondis- 
ap]>earing  carriage,  which  had  for  some  time  been  mounted  upon  the 
open  beach  for  purposes  of  target  practice,  was  mounted  behind  the 
cover  of  one  of  the  mining  casemates  and  provided  with  a  magazine, 
making  it  a  part  of  the  permanent  project  of  defense. 

A  system  of  electric  lighting  was  installed  in  the  mortar  battery  and 
the  completed  10-inch  emplacements.  Two  shelter  houses  were  built 
at  the  ends  of  the  horizontal  base  line  for  the  protection  of  range- find- 
ing instruments. 

The  construction  of  three  emplacements  for  12-inch  guns  on  disap- 
pearing carriages  was  authorized  under  the  act  of  May  7, 1898,  and 
plans  for  these  were  under  consideration  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

An  additional  mining  casemate  was  constructed  during  the  year  and 
was  occupied  and  used  in  connection  with  the  submarine-mine  defense 
of  Hampton  Eoads. 

Under  allotments  from  the  appropriation  for  '^National  Defense," 
emplacements  were  authorized  for  three  10-inch  guns  on  disappearing 
carriages,  for  four  4.72-inch  rapid-fire  guns,  and  for  four  8-inch  B.  L. 
rifles  on  nondisappearing  carriages,  the  last  being  of  a  temporary 
character. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  platforms  had  been  completed  for  two 
10-inch  guns,  for  four  8-inch  guns,  and  for  three  rapid-fire  guns.  Three 
8-inch  guns  and  three  rapid-fire  guns  were  mounted  ready  for  service. 

Additional  protection  was  provided  for  the  magazines  of  the  water 
battery  by  banking  up  sand  in  their  front. 

The  channel  was  obstructed  by  108  submarine  mines,  and  special 
xegnlations  for  navigation  enforced.    The  mine  fields  were  patrolled 
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day  and  night,  and  such  repairs  as  were  foand  necessary  made  firom 
time  to  time. 

(See  Appendix  4  1.) 

Defenses  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina. — Officer  in  charge,  Oapt. 
William  E.  Oraighill,  Corps  of  Engineers;  assistants,  Lieut  Edgar 
Jadwiu,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  October  12.  1897,  and  Lieut.  John 
C.  Oakes,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  September  30,  1897;  Division 
Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  Peter  C.  Hains,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Colonel,  Corps 
of  Engineers. 

The  defenses  include  three  works  of  old  type,  two  of  which  are  in 
ruins. 

At  the  close  of  the  previous  fiscal  year  emplacements  for  three  8  inch 
guns  on  disappearing  carriages  were  under  construction,  by  contract, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  6, 189C.  These  were  completed 
and  armed  during  the  year.  A  mortar  battery  of  eight  12-inch  B.  L. 
mortars  was  authorized  under  the  act  of  May  7, 1898,  and  plans  for  the 
same  have  been  completed. 

Under  allotments  from  the  appropriation  for  "National  Defense,^'  the 
construction  of  a  fourth  emplacement  for  an  8-inch  gun  on  disappear- 
ing carriage  was  authorized,  and  was  entirely  completed  and  armed 
before  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year.  In  connection  with  this  emplace- 
ment provision  was  made  for  a  5-inch  rapid-fire  gun  on  balance-pillar 
mount,  which  can  be  installed  as  soon  as  it  can  be  furnished. 

Emplacements  were  also  authorized  for  two  12-inch  guns  on  nondis- 
appearing  carriages,  and  for  one  4.72-inch  rapid-fire  gun  on  pedestal 
mount.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  12-inch  platforms  were  completed 
and  the  battery  well  advanced.  The  rapid-fire  emplacement  is  finished 
and  awaiting  its  armament. 

Submarine  mines  were  placed  in  the  Cape  Fear  River  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  and  maintained  in  condition  for  service  to  the  end  of  the 
year. 

(See  Appendix  4  J.) 

Defenses  of  the  coast  of  South  Carolina. — Officers  in  charge :  Maj.  Fred- 
eric V.  Abbot,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  September  15,  1897;  Lieut. 
Edwin  R.  Stuart,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  September  15  to  October  9, 
1897,  and  Maj.  Ernest  H.  Ruffner,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  October  9, 
1897.  Assistants,  Lieut.  Edwin  R.  Stuart,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until 
September  15,  1897,  and  from  October  9  to  November  10, 1897;  Lieut. 
Harley  B.  Ferguson,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  September  30, 1897,  to 
April  11, 1898;  Lieut.  Charles  Keller,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  April 
11,  1898,  and  Lieut.  Edward  H.  Schulz,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  May 
20,  1898.  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  Peter  C.  Hains,  XT.  S.  Volun- 
teers, Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  defenses  include  four  old-type  works,  three  of  which  are  in  the 
charge  of  ordnance  sergeants,  and  the  fourth,  of  the  Light-House 
Establishment. 

At  the  close  of  the  previous  fiscal  year  the  sixteen-mortar  battery 
was  completed  in  all  essential  details  and  eight  mortars  were  in  posi- 
tion. During  the  year  the  remaining  details  of  the  battery  were  com- 
pleted and  all  the  armanent  placed  in  position.  The  three  10-inch  gun 
emplacements  under  construction,  by  contract,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  June  6, 1896,  were  finished,  and  a  fourth  10-inch  emplace- 
ment built  under  a  separate  contract.  Four  10-inch  guns  on  disappear- 
ing carriages  were  mounted  by  the  artillery.  Both  the  mortar  battery 
and  the  gun  battery  were  transferred  to  the  troops  under  the  provisions 
of  AriDjr  BegalatioD8f  1486^ 
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Under  allotments  from  the  appropriation  for  "National  Defense'' 
emplaoemenis  were  authorized  atCharleston,  S.  0.,  for  two  12-inch  gnns, 
one  on  disappearing carriafl;e,  one  on  nondisappearing  carriage;  for  two 
4.72-iiich  rapid-fire  guns,  and  for  one  6-inch  rapid-fire  gun.  At  the  close 
of  the  year  the  platform  for  one  12-iDch  gun  had  been  finished,  and  good 
progress  made  on  the  battery.  Two  4.72inch  rapid-fire  emplacemeuts 
were  completed.  No  work  had  been  done  on  the  6-inch  rapid-fire 
empIa<^ement  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  bat  it  is  expected  that  it 
will  be  finished  before  the  arrival  of  the  armament. 

A  project  was  prepared  by  The  Board  of  Engineers  for  the  defense 
of  Port  Koyal,  S.  C,  and  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  steps  were  taken 
to  se<*nre  some  land  for  the  erection  of  permanent  batteries.  Sufficient 
land  for  the  object  in  view  was  fortunately  acquired  in  a  short  time,  and 
the  construction  of  emplacements  for  two  10-inch  guns  and  for  two 
4.72-inch  rapid-fire  guns  authorized  under  the  appropriation  for 
** National  Defense."  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  rapid-fire  guns  were 
moanted  and  the  platforms  for  the  10-inch  guns  ready  for  their  arma- 
ment. Temporary  batteries  were  also  ordered  for  two  siege  guns  and  for 
two  8-inch  B.  L.  rifles  on  15-inch  smoothbore  carriages.  The  siege 
battery  was  completed  and  armed,  but  the  guns  were  subsequently 
removed  for  use  in  the  campaign  in  Cuba.  Construction  was  in  prog- 
ress on  the  battery  of  8-inch  guns  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and  the 
same  will  be  soon  completed. 

Temporary  batteries  for  four  siege  guns  were  ordered  constructed  for 
the  defense  of  Georgetown,  S.  0.  These  were  completed  and  armed, 
bat  the  guns  were  subsequently  removed  for  use  in  Cuba,  being  replaced 
by  field  guns. 

The  entrance  to  Charleston  Harbor  was  defended  by  sabmarine 
mines,  placed  in  position  at  the  commencement  of  the  war.  These  were 
kept  in  order  and  the  mine  fields  patrolled  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

Preparations  were  made  for  the  torpedo  defense  of  Port  Boyal  Har- 
bor and  submarine-mine  material  accumulated,  but  no  mines  had  been 
planted  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

(See  Appendix  4  IL) 

Defenses  of  the  coast  of  Georgia  and  Cumberland  Sounds  Georgia  and 
F/orirfa.— Officers  in  charge,  Capt.  Oberlin  M,  Carter,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, nntil  July  20, 1897,  and  Capt.  Cassius  E.  Gillette,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, since  July  20, 1897 ;  assistants,  Lieut.  Henry  S.  Morgan,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  since  September  30, 1897,  and  Lieut.  Charles  S.  Brom- 
well,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  April  13, 1898;  Division  Engineer,  Brig. 
Gen.  Peter  C.  Hains,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  defenses  include  three  masonry  works  of  old  type.  The  arma- 
ment of  one  of  these  was  overhauled  and  put  in  condition  for  service  at 
tbe  outbreak  of  the  war  with  Spain.  A  number  of  minor  repairs  were 
made  during  the  year  firom  the  appropriation  for  the  preservation  and 
repair  of  fortifications. 

The  battery  of  four  8-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages,  ander  con- 
stmction,  by  contract,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  6, 1896, 
was  substantially  completed  and  the  guns  mounted  before  the  end  of 
tbe  year.    A  system  of  electric  lighting  remains  to  be  installed. 

A  cable  tank  was  constructed  for  the  storage  of  the  torpedo  cable 
required  for  the  submarine-mine  defense  of  Savannah,  6a. 

The  construction  of  a  mortar  battery  for  eight  12-inch  mortars  was 
anthorized  under  the  act  of  May  7, 1898,  and  the  preparation  of  plans 
i8  now  in  progress. 
Under  allotments  ^om  the  appropriation  for  ^^^^ational  Defense''  peac- 
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manent  emplacements  were  aatborized  for  two  12-inch  ^ns  on  non- 
disappearing  carriages  and  for  three  ra]>id-fire  gans,  two  of  4.7-inch 
and  one  of  0-inch  caliber.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  rapid-fire 
emplacements  were  completed  and  two  4.7-inch  gnus  mounted.  Active 
constrnction  was  under  way  on  tbe  12-inch  emplacements,  and  these 
will  be  completed  before  the  close  of  the  calendar  year. 

For  the  defense  of  Brunswick  and  Darien,  6a.,  and  Fernandina,  Fla., 
temporary  batteries  mounting  three  10-inch  smoothbore,  six  100- 
pounder  Parrott,  and  four  siege  guns  were  constructed  at  a  number  of 
entrances  to  the  inside  water  route.  These  were  provided  with  sand 
parapets,  wooden  platforms,  and  field  magazines. 

An  8-inch  B.  L.  rifle  on  nondisappeariug  carriage  was  tem]K)rarily 
mounted  on  a  concrete  platform  for  the  defense  of  Savannah.  The 
existing  old-type  armament  atForts  Pulaski  and  Clinch  was  overhauled, 
repaired,  and  put  in  condition  for  service.  At  the  latter  place  a  plat- 
form for  an  8-inch  B.  L.  rifle,  to  be  mounted  upon  a  15-inch  smoothbore 
carriage,  was  under  construction  at  tbe  close  of  tbe  year. 

Submarine  mines  were  planted  for  the  defense  of  Savannah  and  Cum- 
berland Sound,  and  maintained  in  condition  for  service  to  the  end  of 
the  year. 

(See  Appendix  4  L.) 

Defenses  of  the  east  and  west  coasts  of  Florida, — Officer  in  charge, 
Lieut.  CoL  William  H.  H.  Benyaurd,  Corps  of  Engineers;  assistants, 
Capt.  Eobert  P.  Johnston,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Lieutenant,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, until  February  1, 1898,  and  since  June  19, 1898,  and  Maj.  Wil- 
liam W.  Harts,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Lieutenant,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since 
April  28, 1898. 

These  consist  of  one  work  of  tbe  older  type,  four  works  of  temporary 
defense  constructed  during  the  year,  and  a  battery  of  two  6  inch  rapid- 
fire  guns  and  two  batteries  of  two  8-inch  rifles,  on  which  construction 
was  commenced  during  the  year.  The  preparation  of  plans  and  esti- 
mates for  a  battery  of  eight  12-inch  mortars  was  also  under  way  at  the 
close  of  the  year. 

Fort  Marion,  at  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  the  old-type  work,  is  of  little 
value  for  defensive  purposes.  It  is  a  most  interesting  relic  of  the 
Spanish  invasion  of  America,  and  has  been  cared  for  and  preserved  as 
such  under  the  charge  of  an  ordnance  sergeant. 

With  funds  provided  by  tbe  appropriation  for  ^^National  Defense," 
act  of  March  9, 1898,  temporary  batteries  for  mounting  field  and  siege 
guns  were  built  near  tbe  mouth  of  tbe  St.  Johns  Kiver,  at  St.  Augus- 
tine, at  Miami,  and  at  Tampa  Bay.  The  construction  of  two  emplace- 
ments for  8inch  breech-loading  rifles  at  St.  Johns  Eiver,  two  emplace- 
ments for  8inch  breech-loading  rifles,  and  two  emplacements  for  6-inch 
breech-loading  rapid-fire  guns,  at  Tampa  Bay,  was  commenced. 

Plans  and  estimates  were  under  preparation  for  a  battery  of  eight 
12-inch  mortars  at  Tampa  Bay,  proposed  to  be  constructed  with  funds 
appropriated  by  the  act  of  May  7, 1898. 

An  emergency  system  of  mine  defense  was  provided  for  tbe  St.  Johns 
Biver,  and  preparations  for  placing  mines  in  Tampa  Bay  were  under 
way. 

(See  Appendix  4  M.) 

Defenses  of  Key  West,  Fla. — Officers  in  charge,  Lieut.  Col.  William 
H.  H.  Benyaurd,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  February  1, 1898,  and  Capt. 
Charles  H.  McKinstry,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  February  1. 1898; 
assistant,  Lieut.  Eobert  P.  Johnston,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  June 
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19, 18d8;  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen,  Peter  0.  Hains,  TJ.  8.  Volun- 
teers, Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  Febrnary  1, 1898. 

The  defenses  include  one  masonry  work  of  old  type,  in  which  plat- 
forms for  two  15-inch  smoothbore  guns  and  for  three  8  inch  converted 
rifles  were  constructed  and  the  guns  mounted  during  the  fiscal  year. 
A  number  of  minor  repairs  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  work 
were  also  made. 

Emplacements  for  four  10-inch  and  two  8inch  guns  on  disappearing  * 
carriages  and  for  eight  12-inch  mortars  are  being  constructed  by  con- 
tract under  provisions  of  act  of  June  6,  1896.  Contract  entered  into 
March  4, 1897;  approved  Mai'ch  27, 1897.  These  emplacements  were 
to  be  completed  by  January  1,  1898;  time  for  completion  has  been 
extended  until  September  7, 1898. 

The  gun  emplacements  are  practically  finished  except  70,000  yards 
sand  fill,  which  remain  to  be  placed;  800  yards  of  concrete  remain  to  be 
placed  at  mortar  battery,  and  about  78,000  yards  of  sand  fill.  The  six 
gaus,  five  of  the  gun  carriages,  and  six  of  the  mortar  carriages  have 
been  received  during  the  year.  Three  10-inch  and  two  8-inch  gnus 
and  six  mortar  carriages  have  been  mounted  complete. 

Mining  casemate  and  cable  gallery  were  practically  completed  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Two  additional  sites  for  fortifications  were  purchased. 

Under  allotments  for  the  appropriation  for  <<  National  Defense,^ 
emplacements  for  two  12-inch  guns  on  nondisappearing  carriages  and 
for  two  4.7-inch  rapid-fire  guns  were  authorized.  At  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year  the  12-inch  emplacements  were  in  progress  and  the  rapid-fire 
gnus  mounted  temporarily,  pending  completion  of  their  permanent 
emplacements,  upon  which  work  had  been  begun. 

Submarine  mines  were  planted  for  the  defense  of  the  harbor,  and  the 
mine  fields  patrolled  and  kept  in  repair  to  the  close  of  the  year. 

(8ee  Appendix  4  N.) 

Defenses  of  Pensacola,  Fla. — Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  Frederick  A. 
Mahan,  Corps  of  Engineers;  assistant,  Lieut.  James  P.  Jervey,  Corps 
of  Engineers;  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  Peter  C.  Hains,*  U.  S.  Vol- 
unteers, Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  defenses  include  two  masonry  works  of  old  tjrpe,  which  received 
a  number  of  minor  repairs  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  a  battery  of  four  10-inch  guns  on  disappearing  car- 
riages was  completed  in  all  details,  the  guns  mounted,  and  the  battery 
transferred  to  the  artillery  for  use  and  care.  Work  was  in  progress 
during  the  year  upon  a  mortar  battery  for  eight  12-inch  mortars.  At 
the  close  of  the  year  the  masonry  work  had  been  finished,  all  the  base 
rings  set,  and  three  carriages  completely  mounted  and  the  others  well 
under  way.  The  principal  remaining  item  of  work  is  the  sand  fill, 
which  it  is  expected  to  complete  before  the  close  of  the  calendar  year. 

Under  allotments  from  t^e  appropriation  for  ^^Kational  Defense," 
emplacements  were  authorized  for  two  12-inch  guns  on  disappearing 
carriages,  for  two  8-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages,  and  for  two 
4.7-inch  rapid-fire  guns.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  rapid-fire  guns 
were  mounted  and  the  12-inch  and  8-inch  platforms  finished,  with  every 
prospect  of  the  entire  completion  of  the  batteries  before  the  close  of 
the  calendar  year. 

Submarine  mines  were  planted  and  maintained  in  condition  for  serv- 
ice to  the  close  of  the  year. 

(See  Appendix  4  O.) 
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Defenses  of  Mobile  and  Mississippi  Sound, — Officer  in  cbarfje,  Maj. 
William  T.  Eossell,  Corps  of  Engineers;  assistant,  Lieut.  James  B. 
Gavanaugh,  Corps  of  Engineers;  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  Peter 
0.  Hains,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers, 

The  defenses  include  three  masonry  works  of  old  type,  one  of  which 
is  practically  in  ruins.  Six  platforms  for  8-inch  converted  rifles  were 
repaired  and  two  platforms  rebuilt,  and  eight  8-inch  converted  rifles 
mounted. 

For  the  protection  of  the  site  of  Fort  Gaines  a  substantial  sea  wall 
with  groins  was  finished  during  the  fiscal  year  and  a  similar  wall  com- 
menced at  Fort  Morgan  and  carried  as  far  as  the  funds  available 
permitted. 

The  battery  of  four  8  inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages  under  con- 
struction at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  substantially  completed,  and 
the  guns  mounted.  A  portion  of  the  sand  fill  and  some  minor  items 
remain  to  be  completed. 

A  concrete  cable  tank  for  the  storage  of  torpedo  cable  was  built  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Under  the  act  of  May  7, 1898,  the  construction  of  a  mortar  battery 
for  eight  12-inch  mortars  was  authorized,  and  the  plans  are  now  in 
preparation. 

Under  allotments  from  the  appropriation  for  "National  Defense,'^ 
emphicements  were  authorized  for  two  12-inch  guns  on  disappearing 
carriages,  for  two  4.7-inch  rapid-fire  guns,  and  for  two  8-inch  B.  L. 
rifles  on  15-inch  smoothbore  carriages.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the 
rapid-fire  guns  had  been  mounted,  the  12-inch  platforms  were  ready  for 
their  armament,  and  the  construction  of  the  8-inch  emplacements  was 
in  i)rogress. 

The  entrance  to  the  harbor  was  obstructed  with  submarine  mines, 
planted  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  with  Spain.  The  mine  fields  were 
kept  iu  repair  and  patrolled  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

(See  Appendix  4  P.) 

Defenses  of  New  OrleanSy  La.y  and  Sabine  PasSy  Tex. — Officer  in  charge, 
Maj.  James  B.  Quinn,  Corps  of  Engineers;  assistants,  Lieut.  Frederick 
W.  Altstaetter,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  December  6, 1897,  and  Capt. 
Henry  Jervey,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  April  16, 1898;  Division  Engi- 
neer, Col.  Henry  M.  Eobcrt,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  defenses  of  New  Orleans  include  tw6  masonry  works  of  old 
type,  which  received  such  minor  repairs  as  were  necessary  for  their 
preservation.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  one  8-inch  converted  rifle 
and  seven  15-inch  smoothbore  guns  were  mounted  on  platforms  repaired 
and  put  in  order  for  this  purpose. 

At  the  close  of  the  previous  flscal  year  the  battery  of  two  10-inch 
guns  on  disappearing  carriages  had  been  substantially  completed. 
During  the  year  the  remaining  details  were  finished,  an  electric-light 
plant  provided,  and  the  guns  mounted.  Work  was  continued  through- 
out the  year  upon  the  battery  for  two  8-inch  guns  on  disappearing 
carriages,  with  the  result  that  the  battery  was  practically  completed 
and  the  guns  mounted.  Some  of  the  earth  filling  and  certain  minor 
details  remain  to  be  completed. 

Under  allotments  from  the  appropriation  for  "National  Defense,'' 
emplacements  were  authorized  for  two  additional  8-inch  guns  on  dis- 
appearing carriages,  for  two  8-inrh  B.  L.  rifles  on  15-inch  smoothbore 
carriages,  and  for  two  4.7-inch  rapid-fire  guiis.  Active  operations  were 
in  progress  upon  all  these  emplacements  at  the  close  of  the  year,  with 
the  expectation  that  they  would  be  finished  before  January  1, 1899. 
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Submarine  mines  were  planted  in  the  Mississippi  Eiver  and  kept  in 
condition  for  service  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Owing  to  the  great  depth 
and  swift  current  this  work  was  particularly  trying  and  difticult. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  Sabine  Pass  was  entirely  undefended, 
and  became  an  object  of  solicitude  lest  its  recently  improved  harbor 
be  made  the  subject  of  a  Spanish  attack.  Under  the  appropriation  for 
"National  Defense,''  temporary  batteries  for  four  siege  guns  were  quickly 
constructed  and  the  guns  placed  in  x>08ition.  These  were  subsequently 
withdrawn  for  use  in  Cuba  and  replaced  by  field  guns.  Provision  was 
also  made  for  mounting  an  8-iuch  B.  L.  rilie  on  modified  15-inch  smooth- 
bore carriage,  the  emplacement  for  which  was  under  coustruction  at 
the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Material  for  an  improvised  mine  defense  was  accumulated,  but  the 
progress  of  events  rendered  planting  mines  unnecessary. 

(See  Appendix  4  Q.) 

Defenses  of  Galveston,  Tex. — Officers  in  charge,  Lieut.  Col.  Alexander 
M.  Miller,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  September  10, 1897 ;  Capt.  Charles 
S.  Rich^,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  September  10, 1897,  to  June  16, 1898 ; 
and  Maj.  James  B.  Quinn,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  June  16, 1898; 
assistants,  Capt.  Charles  S.  RichI,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  September 
10,  1897,  and  Lieut.  Harry  Burgess,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  April  11, 
1898;  Division  Engineer,  Col.  Henry  M.  Bobert,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  emplacements  were  under  con- 
stmction,  by  hired  labor,  for  two  10-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages, 
and  by  contract,  under  the  act  of  June  6, 1896,  for  eight  12-inch  mortars. 
During  the  year  the  gun  battery  was  finished,  except  an  electric-lighting 
system,  and  one  gun  mounted.  The  other  gun  can  not  be  mounted  until 
the  delivery  of  its  carriage,  which  is  an  all-round-fire  disappearing  one. 
The  mortar  battery  was  substantially  completed  by  the  contractor,  and 
the  armament  mounted. 

Title  to  an  additional  site  of  about  125  acres  was  acquired  by 
purchase. 

Under  allotments  from  the  appropriation  for  '* National  Defense," 
emplacements  were  authorized  for  two  10-inch  guns  and  for  two  8-inch 
guns,  all  on  disappearing  carriages,  and  for  two  4.7-inch  rapid-fire  guns. 
At  the  close  of  the  year  the  platforms  for  the  10-inch  and  8inch  guns 
were  ready  for  their  armament^  and  the  rapid-fire  emplacements  were 
under  coustruction. 

The  entrance  to  Galveston  Harbor  was  obstructed  by  submarine 
mines  at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  These  were  kept  in  repair  and  the 
mine  fields  patrolled  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

(See  Appendix  4  E.) 

Defenses  of  lake  ports  in  New  York. — Officers  in  charge  of  defenses 
on  Lake  Champlain,  Maj.  William  S.  Stanton,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
until  October  1,  1897,  and  Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  M.  Miller,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  since  October  1, 1897.  Officer  in  charge  of  defenses  of  other 
lake  ports  in  'Sew  York,  Maj.  William  S.  Stanton,  Corps  of  Engineers; 
Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  George  L.  Gillespie,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

These  consist  of  three  works  of  older  type,  one  garrisoned  and  the 
others  in  the  charge  of  ordnance  sergeants.  The  work  of  shore  pro- 
tection at  Fort  Niagara,  commenced  in  the  previous  year,  was  continued, 
under  contract,  and  completed.  Aside  from  this,  no  work  was  done  at 
any  of  the  forts,  except  such  minor  repairs  as  became  necessary  from 
time  to  time. 

(See  Appendix  4  S«) 
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Defenses  of  San  Diego j  Gal. — Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  Charles  B.  L.  B. 
Davis,  Corps  of  Engineers;  assistants,  Lient.  Herbert  Deakyne, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  to  Janaary  10, 1898,  and  Capt.  James  J.  Meyler, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  since  Jnly  3, 1897;  Division  Engineer,  Col.  Charles 
E.  8nter,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

DnriDg  the  fiscal  year  euding  Jnne  30, 1898,  two  contracts  were  in 
force,  one  for  the  construction  of  two  emplacements  for  10-inch  gans  on 
disappearing  carriages  and  a  miuing  casemate,  to  be  completed  by 
December  31, 1897,  and  one  for  the  construction  of  a  third  emplace- 
ment for  the  same  battery,  the  time  of  completion  beiug  January  1, 
1898.  Both  contracts  were  with  the  California  Construction  Company, 
of  San  Francisco,  Cal.  The  time  of  completion  was  extended  on  both 
contracts  until  JPebruary  7,  1898,  on  which  date  the  work  was  com- 
pleted. 

After  the  completion  of  the  contracts  many  minor  additions  were 
made  to  the  emplacements  and  the  mining  casemate,  rendered  impera- 
tive to  put  the  place  in  readiness  for  actual  hostilities. 

Between  April  19  and  May  21, 1898,  the  guns  and  carriages  for  the 
three  emplacements  were  mounted  by  the  artillery  garrison  of  San 
Diego  Barracks. 

Six  mines  were  planted  on  May  23  and  nine  more  on  May  24,  making 
five  triple  groups,  leaving  an  open  passage  marked  by  regular  channel 
buoys  belonging  to  the  United  States  Light-House  Establishment. 

The  battery  commander  has  two  Napoleon  guns  trained  on  the  mine 
fields,  and  the  IJ.  S.  revenue  cntter  Corwin  has  charge  of  the  patrol  of 
that  portion  of  the  coast. 

(See  Appendix  4  T.) 

Defenses  of  San  Francisco^  Cat, — Officer  in  chargeof  artillery  defense 
of  south  side  of  San  Francisco  Bay,  Col.  Charles  B.  Suter,  Corps  of 
Engineers.  Officers  in  charge  of  artillery  defense  of  north  side  of  San 
Francisco  Bay,  Maj.  Charles  E.  L.  B.  Davis,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until 
January  17, 1898,  and  Col.  Charles  B.  Suter,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since 
January  17, 1898;  Division  Engineer,  Col.  Charles  B.  Suter,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  nntil  January  17, 1898.  Officers  in  charge  of  the  torpedo 
defense  of  San  Francisco  and  of  the  artillery  defense  of  the  islands  in 
San  Francisco  Bay,  Maj.  Charles  E.  L.  B.  Davis,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
until  January  14,  1898,  and  Maj.  William  H.  Heuer,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, since  January  14,  1898;  Division  Engineer,  Col.  Cbarles  K 
Suter,  Corps  of  Engineers.  On  April  7, 1898,  M%jor  Heuer  transferred 
the  works  of  artillery  defense  of  Angel  Island  to  Colonel  Suter,  who 
retained  charge  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Assistants,  Capt.  Charles  L. 
Potter,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  November  27, 1897;  Lieut.  Herbert 
Deakyne,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  January  10, 1898;  Lieut.  Louis  0. 
Wolf,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  September  30, 1897;  Lieut.  Meriwether 
L.  Walker,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  May  4  to  May  14,  1898,  and  Capt. 
Francis  B.  Shunk,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  May  5, 1898. 

The  defenses  include  two  masonry  works,  and  a  number  of  earthen 
barbette  batteries  of  old  type  located  at  various  points  in  the  harbor. 
Platforms  were  built  for  seven  8-inch  convert'Cd  rifies,  and  seven  addi- 
tional platforms  of  the  same  kind  ordered,  upon  which  work  was  in 
progress  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

At  the  close  of  the  previous  fiscal  year  the  modern  defenses  consisted 
of  a  sixteen  12-inch  mortar  battery,  completed  and  armed;  of  nine  com- 
pleted emplacements  for  12inch  guns,  five  of  which  had  their  arma- 
ment in  position,  and  of  three  (X)mpleted  10-inch  emplacements,  two  of 
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which  were  anned.  Daring  the  year  three  additional  12-inch  gnns  and 
one  10-inch  gnn  were  mounted  on  completed  emplacements;  the  con- 
atmction  of  two  additional  emplacements  for  10-inch  gnns  on  disap- 
pearing carriages  commenced, and  the  same  completed  and  armed;  a 
second  sixteen  12-inch  mortar  battery  completed  and  all  carriages 
mounted,  and  two  5-inch  rapid-fire  emplacements  completed  as  far  as 
practicable  before  the  receipt  of  their  armament.  Improvements  and 
additions  required  by  the  adopted  system  of  fire  control,  and  provided 
for  in  the  original  plans,  were  made  to  the  earlier  gun  and  mortar 
emplacements. 

An  additional  mining  casemate  was  finished,  and  the  cable  tanks  at 
the  torpedo  station  completed. 

Under  the  act  of  May  7, 1898,  emplacements  have  been  authorized 
for  four  12-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages  and  for  two  8  inch  guns 
on  disappearing  carriages.  The  plans  for  these  were  being  prepar^  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Under  allotments  from  the  appropriation  for  *^  National  Defense," 
three  emplacements  for  8-inch  guns  on  nondisappearing  carriages  were 
ordered,  and  substantially  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  active  preparations  were  made  for  a  tor- 
pedo defense.  This  was  somewhat  delayed  by  the  inability  to  procure 
the  needed  cable,  but  a  number  of  mines  were  successfully  planted 
before  the  end  of  the  year. 

(See  Appendix  4  U.) 

Defenses  of  mouth  of  Columbia  Biver, — Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  Walter 
L.  Fisk,  Corps  of  Engineers;  assistants,  Mi^.  Glement  A.  F.  Flagler, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  Captain,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  December  11, 1897, 
and  Lieut.  William  D.  Connor,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  September 
ao,  1897,  to  April  11, 1898;  Division  Engineer,  Col.  Charles  K.  Suter, 
Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  defenses  include  two  works  of  old  type,  both  of  which  were  gar- 
risoned at  the  end  of  the  year.  A  platform  for  15-inch  smoothbore 
gan  was  constructed  and  the  gun  mounted.  Sundry  minor  repairs  were 
made  for  the  preservation  of  these  works. 

The  work  of  mounting  the  armament  of  the  four  10-inch  emplace- 
ments, which  was  in  progress  at  the  close  of  the  previous  fiscal  year, 
was  finished,  and  the  battery  transferred  to  the  troops  for  use  and  care. 
Work  was  continued  upon  the  two  emplacements  for  8-inch  gnns  on 
disappearing  carriages^  and  the  same  completed  and  their  armament 
placed  in  i)osition.  With  funds  derived  from  the  act  of  March  3, 1897, 
emplacements  were  authorized  for  an  additional  8-inch  gun  on  disap- 
pearing carriage  and  for  eight  12-inch  mortars.  At  the  close  of  the 
year  the  8-inch  emplacement  was  completed  and  awaiting  its  armament. 
The  mortar  battery  was  also  essentially  finished,  and  seven  carriages 
mounted.    The  remainder  of  the  armament  had  not  yet  been  delivered. 

Under  the  act  of  May  7, 1898,  two  emplacements  for  10-inch  guns  on 
all-round  fire  disapi>earing  carriages  will  be  constructed,  and  plans  are 
now  in  preparation. 

Two  mining  casemates  and  a  concrete  cable  tank  for  the  storage  of 
torpedo  cables  were  built  during  the  year. 

Under  allotments  from  the  appropriation  for  <^ National  Defense," 
preparations  were  made  for  a  submarine- mine  defense.  Materials  were 
accnmulated,  apparatus  installed,  explosives  procured,  and  cables  laid, 
but  no  mines  had  been  planted  at  the  dose  of  the  ytor. 

(See  Appendix  4  Y.) 
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Defenses  of  Fuget  Sound. — OflBicer  iu  charge,  Capt.  Harry  Taylor, 
Corps  of  Engineers;  assistant,  Lieut.  Meriwether  L.  Walker,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  until  May  4,  1898,  and  from  May  14, 1898;  Division  Engi- 
neer, Col.  Charles  R.  Suter,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

There  are  no  existing  works  of  defense  on  Puget  Sound.  During  the 
year  emplacements  for  four  10-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages,  for 
four  10-inch  guns  on  nondisappearing  carriages,  for  two  12-inch  guns 
on  nondisappearing  carriages,  and  for  sixteen  12-inch  mortars  have 
been  under  construction.  These  emplacements  are  all  being  built  by 
contract. 

The  platforms  for  all  the  10-inch  guns  were  finished  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Two  of  the  emplacements  lor  10-inch  guns  on  nondisappearing 
carriages  and  two  for  lOinch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages  were  prac- 
tically completed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  other  two  emplacements 
for  disappearing  guns  were  well  advanced.  The  remaining  lO-inch 
emplacements  were  about  half  comph^.ted  and  the  two  12inch  emplace- 
ments well  started.  The  site  of  the  mortar  battery  had  been  cleared 
and  the  excavation  for  one  of  the  pits  nearly  completed. 

A  reconnaissance  at  Port  Angeles,  Wash.,  was  made. 

One  site  was  obtained  during  the  year,  ])artly  by  purchase  and  partly 
by  condemnation,  and  condemnation  proceedings  for  obtaining  title  to 
two  more  sites  begun. 

Plans  for  a  battery,  consisting  of  five  lO-inch  guns  and  two  12-inch 
guns,  to  be  located  on  the  site  acquired  during  the  year,  were  prepared. 

(See  Appendix  4  W.) 

ESTIMATES  OF  APPROPRIATIONS  REQUIRED  FOR  18D9-1900. 

Foriificaiions, 

Forgnn  and  mortar  batteries $4,410,000 

For  purchase  of  land  for  fortificationH 300,000 

For  protection,  preservation,  and  repair  of  fortifications 100,  000 

For  preparation  of  plans  for  fortitications 5. 000 

For  sea  walls  and  embankments 2,500 

For  torpedoes  for  harbor  defense:  For  the  purchase  of  submarine  mines 
and  necessary  appliances  to  operate  them,  for  cloHiii^  the  cliMuncIs  Irad- 
Jnji^  to  (mr  principal  seaports;  for  needful  caseinatcs,  cable  galleries, 
etc.,  to  render  it  posRible  to  operate  submarine  mines,  ami  for  continu- 
ing torpedo  experiuients 100, 000 

Total 4,917,500 

Engineer  Depot  at  WWeta  Point,  JS\  Y. 

For  incidental  expenses  of  depot $5,000 

For  purchase  of  materials  for  use  of  United  States  Engineer  School  and 

for  instruction  of  battalion 1, 500 

For  purchase  and  repa  ir  of  instruments 3, 000 

For  purchase  and  binding  of  professional  works  lor  library  of  United 

States  Engineer  School 500 

Total ^ 10,000 

RIVER   AND    HARBOR    IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  funds  with  which  the  works  for  the  irnproveraeut  of  rivers  and 
harbors  were  prosecuted  during  the  hist  fiscal  year  were  derived  from 
the  appropriations  made  by  joint  resolution  of  Congress  approved 
March  31,  1897,  the  sundry  civil  act  approved  June  4,  1897,  and  the 
deficiency  act  approved  July  19, 1897,  for  certain  works,  the  completion 
of  which  had  been  authorized  by  laws  of  September  19, 1890,  July  13, 
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1892,  and  June  3, 1896,  and  from  sach  balances  of  former  appropria- 
tiooB  as  were  available.  The  balances — mainly  from  the  last  river  and 
harbor  aet  ( Jone  3, 1896) — were  in  most  cases  so  small  as  to  materially 
limit  work,  or  entirely  prohibit  it,  on  the  class  of  improvements  depend- 
ent upon  the  usual  appropriations  in  the  river  and  harbor  acts.  In 
addition  $250,000  was  appropriated  by  act  of  February  26,  1897,  for 
work  of  closing  crevasse  in  Pass  a  Loutre  at  the  month  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River,  operations  under  which  were  continued  during  the  past 
year. 

Statements  derived  frt>m  the  reports  of  the  officers  in  charge  of  the 
several  works,  and  given  herewith,  set  forth  the  condition  of  each 
improvement,  and  the  extent  of  the  work  performed  during  the  last 
fiscal  year.  Further  appropriatipns  for  works  of  river  and  harbor 
improvements  were  made  by  joint  resolution  approved  April  11, 1898, 
providing  $2,000  for  survey  of  Anacostia  Biver,  the  snndry  civil  act 
approved  July  1, 1898,  providing  $14,492,459.56,  and  the  deficiency  act 
approved  July  7, 1898,  providing  $360,001.02. 

£xi)6rience  has  shown  that  the  system  of  providing  funds  for  carry- 
ing on  continuously  or  the  completion  of  certain  works  has  heretofore 
resulted  in  materially  reducing  cost  and  in  granting  benefits  to  com- 
merce within  reasonable  periods,  and  if  this  system  is  restricted  to 
works  fuUy  justified  by  the  interests  of  commerce  involved  it  will  prove 
an  economical  one,  provided  appropriations  are  so  made  as  to  avoid 
delays  in  payment  to  contractors.  The  act  of  1896,  in  providing  for  the 
completion  of  certain  works,  extends  the  payments  for  such  work  over 
several  years,  with  the  thonght,  possibly,  that  contractors  would  be 
willing  to  carry  such  works  to  completion  rapidly,  awaiting  action  of 
Congress  for  payment,  but  such  result  can  not  be  assured,  and  in  most 
caaes,  while  the  continuing  contracts  result,  as  a  rule,  in  greatly 
reduced  prices,  the  time  of  completion  remains  a  function  of  the  rate 
of  appropriation  of  funds.  The  disadvantage  which  may  result  from 
mch  oontinaous  contracts  is  the  necessity  for  planning  in  all  detail  in 
m  very  limited  time  the  work  of  many  years  in  advance,  which  may 
interfere  with  such  modifications  of  plan  as  continued  experience  may 
dictate  to  be  most  desirable. 

The  total  amount  actually  expended  for  the  improvement  of  rivers 
and  hfurbors  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  is  as  follows: 

For  general  improYement  of  rivers  and  harbors $13, 395, 428. 84 

For  remoral  of  wrecks^ 51,334.19 

For  opentiDg  dred^  boats  and  SD»2  boats 66,432.36 

For  operatiDff  eamui  and  other  wor ks  of  navigation 671, 368. 04 

For  work  onaer  Mississippi  River  Commission 2, 536, 786. 09 

For  work  nnder  Missoon  River  Commission,  including  improvement 

of  0«a^  and  Gasconade  rivers,  Missonri 424, 741. 60 

For  ganging  waters  of  tbe  Lower  Mississippi  River  and  its  prinoipal 

tribntaries 6,998.39 

For  examinations  and  surveys  of  South  Pass,  Mississippi  River *  9, 70!).  57 

TWal 17,161,799.08 

The  total  estimate  submitted  by  the  Ohief  of  Engineers  for  1900  for 
continuous  work  authorized  by  Congress  is  $12,883,437. 

For  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  works  authorized  by  Con- 
gress, but  not  provided  for  by  continuing  contracts,  estimates  amount- 
ing to  9ts58U,341  are  presented. 

Under  the  provisions  of  law  the  ox>eratingy  care,  and  maintenance  of 

*  This  amount  is  exclusive  of  the  sum  paid  the  exeoutors  of  the  estate  of  James 
B.  Eada  for  '*  maintaining  jetties  and  other  works  at  South  Pass,  Mississippi  River.'' 
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certain  public  works  is  provided  for  by  an  indefinite  appropriation  of 
July  6, 1884. 

A  large  number  of  the  works  which  have  been  constructed  by  the 
authority  of  Congress,  and  which  can  not  be  maintained  under  the 
indefinite  appropriation,  require  annual  expenditures  for  repairs  and 
renewals  if  they  are  to  be  kept  in  a  state  of  efficiency.  It  has  hereto- 
fore been  customary  to  restrict  estimates  for  improvement  or  mainte- 
nance to  works  for  which  a  balance  of  the  estimated  cost  of  completion 
remains  to  be  appropriated,  or  for  which  estimates  for  maintenance 
have  been  expressly  authorized  by  Congress.  It  has  been  assumed,  in 
presenting  the  estimates  for  the  year  1900,  that  Congress,  in  authorizing 
certain  work  to  be  completed  in  the  interest  of  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion, included  in  such  authority  permission  to  submit  estimates  for  pre- 
serving the  improvement  in  an  efficient  condition.  As  a  confirmation 
of  the  view  taken,  and  to  remove  all  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  such 
estimates  in  the  future,  it  is  recommended  that  general  authority  be 
granted  the  Chief  of  Engineers  to  present  such  estimates  for  works 
whose  maintenance  is  considered  necessary  in  the  interest  of  commerce 
and  navigation. 

Section  6  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  11, 1888,  provides 
funds  for  gauging  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  Biver  and  its  principal 
tributaries  by  an  indefinite  appropriation  of  $6,000  annually. 

The  sum  of  $25,000  annually  is  made  available  by  the  act  of  August 
11, 1888,  for  operating  snag  boats  and  dredge  boats  on  Upper  Missis- 
sippi Eiver.  The  same  act  also  makes  available  the  sum  of  $100,000 
annually  for  the  work  of  removing  snags  and  wrecks  from  the  Missis- 
sippi Eiver. 

By  act  of  September  19, 1890,  as  amended  by  act  of  June  3, 1896, 
$50,000  is  made  available  annually  for  operating  snag  boats  on  Ohio 
Eiver. 

Eeports  are  appended  of  work  accomplished  in  the  removal  of  wrecks 
obstructing  or  endangering  navigation,  as  provided  for  in  section  4  of 
the  river  and  harbor  act  approved  June  14, 1880,  and  enlarged  by  pro- 
vision in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  2, 1882. 

Under  the  .authority  given  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in  section  12  of 
the  river  and  harbor  act  approved  September  19, 1890,  harbor  lines  have 
been  established  during  the  past  fiscal  year  at  the  following  localities, 
details  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  local  officers' reports:  East  side  of 
East  Eiver,  at  Long  Island  City,  N.  Y.,  from  canal  of  the  Devoe  Manu- 
facturing Company  to  Newtown  Creek;  on  the  Brooklyn  side  of  East 
Eiver,  New  York,  between  Hamilton  avenue  and  the  New  York  and 
Brooklyn  Bridge;  eastern  shore  of  Hudson  Eiver  in  front  of  Yonkers, 
N.  Y.;  Galveston  Harbor,  Texas';  Davenport  Harbor,  Iowa;  St.  Glair 
Eiver  at  Port  Huron,  Mich. ;  Sandusky  Harbor,  Ohio. 

The  provisional  harbor  lines  established  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
January  19, 1893,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Savannah,  Ga.,  quarantine  sta- 
tion, were  abandoned,  and  all  orders  of  the  War  Department  concerning 
them  revoked  January  6, 1898.  The  harbor  lines  along  Hutchinsons 
Island,  Savannah  Harbor,  Georgia,  established  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  January  19,  1893,  were  modified  December  2, 1897. 

Harbor  lines  for  St.  Joseph  Harbor,  Michigan,  were  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  April  1, 1896,  and  provided  for  a  "slip "behind  the 
Government  wing  dam.  A  modification  of  these  lines  was  approved  by 
the  Secretary  November  17, 1897,  by  which  the  position  of  the  "slip''  was 
changed  to  near  the  railroad  bridge. 
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Bxaminations  were  made  daring  the  year,  whenever  required  by  the 
eommittees  of  Gongress,  of  bills  aathorizing  the  construction  of  bridges 
and  for  other  porposes  upon  which  the  views  of  the  War  Department 
were  desired. 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  examinations  were  made  of  such  plans  and 
locations  as  were  submitted  by  parties  interested  of  bridges  proposed 
to  be  hwlt  over  navigable  waters  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.    A  brief  statement  is  given  of  the  action  had  in  such 


Under  sections  4  and  5  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  approved  Sep- 
tember 19,  1890,  persons,  corporations,  or  associations  owning  or  con- 
taroUing  bridges  over  navigable  waterways  of  the  United  States  which 
are  unreasonable  obstructions  to  the  free  navigation  of  such  waters, 
after  being  given  a  reasonable  opportunity  to  be  heard,  have  been 
notified  to  so  alter  the  bridges  as  to  render  navigatiou  through  or 
under  them  reasonably  free,  easy,  and  unobstructed.  In  each  case  the 
changes  required  to  be  made  were  specified  in  the  notice,  and  reason- 
able time  was  prescribed  in  which  to  make  them.  A  detailed  statement 
of  the  cases  is  given  further  on  in  this  report. 

I  have  no  report  to  submit  of  instances  during  the  year  in  which 
piers,  breakwaters,  or  other  works,  built  by  the  United  States  in  aid 
of  commerce' or  navigation,  were  used,  occupied,  or  injured  by  corpora- 
tions or  individuals,  reports  of  which  are  called  for  by  section  2  of  the 
river  and  harbor  act  approved  July  5, 1884,  and  by  section  4  of  the  river 
and  harbor  act  approved  August  5, 1886. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  required  the  submission  to 
Ck>ngres8  of  a  compilation  with  full  details,  of  all  preliminary  examina- 
tions and  surveys  heretofore  made,  a  complete  list  with  details  of  all 
projects  now  being  carried  out,  and  certain  details  as  to  expenditures 
for  rivers  and  harbors.  A  report  containing  the  information  called  for 
was  submitted  under  date  of  May  10, 1898,  and  printed  in  House  Doc 
No.  482,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session. 

Obstruetum  of  navigaSle  Southern  rivers  J?y  the  aquatic  plant  hnotcn  as 
ike  water  hyacinth. — The  sundry  civil  act  approved  June  4, 1897,  made 
provision  for  the  investigation  of  the  obstruction  of  the  navigable 
waters  of  Florida,  Louisiana,  and  other  South  Atlantic  and  Gulf 
States  by  an  aquatic  plant  known  as  the  water  hyacinth,  and  author- 
iced  such  experiments  as  might  be  deemed  necessary  to  determine  some 
suitable  and  feasible  plan  or  method  of  checking  and  removing  such 
obstacles  so  fiur  as  they  were  a  hindrance  to  interstate  and  foreign 
commerce. 

For  the  purpose  of  considering  the  question  demanding  attention 
under  this  provision  of  law,  a  Board  of  Officers  consisting  of  Lieut. 
CoL  W.  H.  H.  Benyaurd  and  Maj.  James  B.  Quinn,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, was  constituted,  by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  give 
the  matter  such  consideration  as  is  possible  with  the  limited  funds  pro- 
vided. The  Board  has  instituted  certain  investigations  and  experi- 
ments, and  it  is  hoped  that  its  report  will  be  res^y  at  an  early  date. 
Delay  in  the  submission  of  the  report  has  occurred,  owing  to  press  of 
duties  in  connection  with  work  on  fortifications  and  mining  defense. 

Southwest  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  Biver. — ^The  Board  of  Engineer 
Officers  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  joint  resolution  approved 
February  17. 1898,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  survey  and  report  upon 
the  practicability  of  securing  a  navigable  channel  of  adequate  width 
and  of  35-foot  depth  at  mean  low  water  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  through- 
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ont  the  Southwest  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  Biver,  is  dow  engaged  in  the 
performance  of  the  duty  imposed,  and  it  is  expected  that  their  report 
on  this  subject  will  be  completed  in  time  to  permit  of  its  submission  to 
'  Congress  before  the  close  of  its  next  session. 

8outh  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  Biver. — During  the  year  the  required 
channel  was  maintained  through  the  shoal  at  the  head  of  South  Pass 
and  through  the  Pass  itself,  except  during  sixty-three  days,  when  the 
channel  in  Grand  Bayou  and  Goat  Island  rea<*he8  and  near  the  foot  of 
Goat  Island  did  not  contain  the  required  depth. 

The  required  channel  *  through  the  jetties"  and  beyond  them  to 
deeper  water  in  the  Gulf  was  maintained  during  the  year,  except  for 
four  days. 

The  engineering  works  in  the  charge  of  this  office  are  arranged  in  Ave 
divisions,  and  officers  assigned  as  division  engineers  to  overlook  the 
works  as  follows: 

West  of  the  Bocky  Mountains^  Pacific  Division,  Gol.  Ohas.  B.  Suter, 
Corps  of  Engineers.  East  of  the  Bocky  Mountains :  Northeast  Division, 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  IJ.  S.  Volunteers,  colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers; 
Southeast  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  Peter  C.  Hains,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers ;  Southwest  Division,  Col.  Henry  M.  Bobert, 
Corps  of  Engineers;  Northwest  Division,  Col.  J.  W.  Barlow,  Corps  of 
Engineers. 

Some  action,  it  seems  to  me,  is  necessary  on  the  part  of  Congress  to 
place  it  within  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  authorize  expendi- 
tures of  a  reasonable  amount  in  extending  aid  to  persons  injured  while 
in  the  employ  of  the  United  States,  and  I  earnestly  recommend  that  the 
subject  receive  careful  consideration  and  such  favorable  action  as  in  the 
judgment  of  Congress  may  be  deemed  equitable. 

ATLANTIC  COAST  AND  QULF  OF  MEXICO. 

DiPEOVEMENT  OF  EIVEBS  AND  HARBORS  IN  MAINE  AND  NEW 

HAMPSHIRE. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  B.  L.  Hoxie,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
having  under  his  immediate  orders  Lieut.  George  P.  Howell,  Corps  of 
Engineers.  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  U.  S.  Volun- 
teers, coloneL  Corps  of  Engineers. 

i.  Lubec  Channel^  Maine, — ^This  channel  lies  between  the  eastern 
extremity  of  the  State  of  Maine  and  Campobello  Island,  Dominion  of 
Canada. 

Originally  the  channel  was  but  5  feet  in  depth  at  mean  low  tide,  and 
but  2  feet  at  low  water  of  spring  tides.  A  project  was  adopted  in  1879 
which,  as  subsequently  modified,  provided  for  a  channel  275  feet  wide, 
increasing  to  300  feet  in  the  bends,  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low  tide. 
This  project  was  completed  in  1890,  practically  fis  proposed,  at  a  cost 
of  $168,954.68.  In  1894  a  new  project  was  adopted  which  provided  for 
widening  the  existing  channel  to  a  least  width  of  500  feet,  with  a  depth 
of  12  feet  at  mean  low  tide.  The  work  covered  by  the  new  project  has 
been  estimated  to  cost  9150,000. 

The  expenditures  to  JuneSO,  1897,  amounted  to  $208,821.44  ($168,954.68 
on  the  old  project  and  $39,866.76  on  the  new).  At  that  date  the  channel 
dredged  under  the  project  of  1879  had  been  widened  170  feet  at  the 
entrance  and  about  150  feet  at  the  tnrn  just  above  Cranberry  Point. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  amounted  to  $31,068.06, 
the  operations  consisting  in  dredging,  under  a  contract  with  Moore  & 
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Wright,  for  widening  the  ohanneL  The  total  qnantily  of  material 
removed  ander  this  contract  was  56,000  cubic  yards,  the  contract  being 
completed  October  1,  1897,  since  which  time  no  work  has  been  done. 
The  channel  has  been  widened  about  170  feet  at  the  entrance  and  ' 
about  190  feet  at  the  turn  just  above  Cranberry  Point.  The  most  diffl- 
cnlt  and  expensive  part  of  the  work  (that  in  the  narrows)  is  completed. 
The  depth  is  12  feet  at  mean  low  tide. 

The  improvements  render  less  difficult  the  passage  of  a  way  which  Is 
subject  to  strong  currents  and  frequent  fogs. 

The  commerce  in  this  channel  not  being  local  it  is  impracticable  to 
state  definitely  its  character  and  quantity.  The  local  tonnage  for  the 
calendar  year  1897  is  given  at  53,400  tons.  The  keeper  at  Quoddy  Head 
Light  Station  reports  that  957  steamers  and  7,054  sailing  vessels  of  all 
classes  passed  through  Lubec  Channel  during  daylight  in  the  csJendar 
year  1897. 

Jiilyl,  1S97,  balsnoe  Qnezpended • $32,178w56 

June  30, 1S98,  unonnt  expended  daring  fisoal  year 31,068.06 

July  1«  1396,  balance  unexpended.... 1, 110.60 

July  1, 1896,  ontBtanding  UabilitieB 10.00 

July  1, 189^  balance  airailable 1,100.60 


{Amoont  (estimated)  reqalred  for  conipletion  of  existing  project 78, 000. 00 
Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  tiscal  year  ending  jhne  30, 1900    30, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  rennirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jane  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  A  1.) 

2.  Moosabee  Bavj  Maine. — ^Before  improvement  the  entrance  at  the 
eastern  end  of  Moosabee  Beach  was  difficult,  the  channel  being  crooked, 
with  ledges  on  either  hand.  The  direct  entrance  was  obstructed  by  a 
bar  on  which  the  depth  was  less  tlian  6  feet  at  mean  low  tide. 

A  project  adopted  in  1881  provided  for  a  channel  14  feet  deep  at  mean 
low  tide  and  not  less  than  200  feet  wide  through  the  bar  at  the  eastern 
entrance  to  the  reach.  October  30, 1888,  this  project  was  amended  to 
cover  the  widening  of  the  14-foot  channel  to  300  feet,  the  removal  of 
ledges  obstructing  the  channel,  and  the  construction  of  a  small  break- 
water to  divert  cross  currents.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  project  is 
•114,000. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  987,969.07.  At  that  date 
the  300-foot  channel  had  been  completed,  a  breakwater  had  been  built, 
and  1,940  cubic  yards  of  ledge  had  been  removed. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  914,560.88,  the 
operations  consisting  in  the  removal  of  ledge  in  the  western  approach 
to  the  channel,  under  a  contract,  which  was  in  progress  at  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year  1897.  This  contract  was  completed  in  August,  1897,  the 
total  quantity  of  ledge  taken  out  being  about  657  cubic  yards.  Work 
was  at  once  commenced  under  another  contract,  which  was  completed 
in  September,  1897,  about  584  cubic  yanis  of  ledge  being  removed.  No 
work  has  been  done  since.  A  channel  has  been  dredged  to  14  feet  at 
mean  low  tide  and  the  ledge  at  the  western  entrance  is  being  excavated 
to  a  depth  of  16  feet.  The  excavation  of  the  ledge  is  to  widen  the 
entrance. 

The  commerce  benefited  is  not  local,  the  reach  being  extensively 
used  by  coastwise  vessels  both  as  a  harbor  of  refuge  and  a  sheltered 
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route.    It  has  been  estimated  that  2,760  vessels  passed  throagh  the 
reach  daring  the  calendar  year  1897. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpeDded $15,030.93 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 14, 660. 88 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 470.06 

'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 11, 000. 00 

Amount  tnat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    11, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  June  4, 1887. 

(See  Appendix  A  2.) 

3.  JSarraguagus  River^  Maine, — ^The  obstraction  to  navigation  con- 
sisted in  a  bar  at  the  month  of  the  river,  over  which  there  was  a  navi- 
gable depth  of  less  than  6  feet  at  mean  low  tide. 

The  project  is  to  dredge  a  channel  not  less  than  200  feet  wide,  having 
a  depth  of  11  feet  at  mean  low  tide  np  to  Long  Point,  and  a  depth  of  9 
feet  from  thence  to  the  anchorage;  estimated  cost,  $50,000. 

The  expenditures  to  Jnne  30, 1897,  for  improvements  below  Millbridge 
amounted  to  $39,738.83.  At  that  date  the  lower  and  middle  parts  of 
the  channel  had  been  dredged  to  the  width  of  200  feet,  to  the  depth 
of  11  feet  at  mean  low  tide. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $4,664.23,  of  which 
$4,570  was  for  liabilities  outstanding  at  end  of  last  fiscal  year.  No 
work  was  done.  The  expenditures  consisted  in  payment  for  work 
under  a  contract  completed  about  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1897.^ 

The  work  at  this  locality  was  dredged  to  the  depth  of  11  feet  at  mean 
low  tide,  but  shoaling  is  liable  to  occur. 

The  commerce  for  the  last  five  years  is  given  as  follows: 

Tons. 

1893 i 60,876 

1894 95,600 

1895 64,750 

1896 16,176 

1897 41,600 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $5,261.17 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4,664.23 

July  It  1898,  balance  unexpended 696.94 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 6, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endin g  J  iine  30, 1900  6^  000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sectiona  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oIyU  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  A  3.) 

4.  Breakwater  from  Mount  Desert  to  Porcupine  Island^  Bar  Sarbory 
Maine. — ^The  anchorage  in  front  of  the  town  of  Bar  Harbor,  as  well  as 
the  wharves  at  which  steamers  land,  is  exposed  to  storms  and  seas  from 
southerly  directions,  at  times  rendering  the  anchorage  insecure  and  the 
landing  of  passengers  and  freight  at  the  wharves  difficult  The  origi- 
nal project  was  to  construct  a  riprap  breakwater  on  a  direct  line  frt)m 
Porcupine  Island  to  Dry  Ledge,  and  thence  to  within  a  short  distance 
of  Mount  Desert  Island. 

December  17, 1890,  the  Secretary  of  War  approved  a  slight  change 
in  the  direction  of  that  portion  west  of  Dry  Ledge,  the  alteration 
bringing  the  westerly  end  of  the  breakwater  somewhat  farther  to  the 
southward. 

In  January,  1893.  by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  the  project 
was  again  amendea,  and  now  provides  for  a  breakwater  on  the  direct 
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line  first  proposed,  bat  somewhat  shorter,  terminating  at  a  distance  of 
about  600  feet  from  the  low-water  line  on  Mount  Desert  Island,  and  a 
fiirther  change  has  been  suggested  by  which  protection  will  be  given  to 
a  larger  area.    The  estimated  cost  of  the  present  project  is  9420,200. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $169,455.97,  completing  the 
breakwater  for  a  distance  of  666  feet  west  of  Dry  Ledge.  The  total 
projected  length  of  that  portion  west  of  the  ledge  is  1,441  feet. 

No  work  was  done  during  the  fiscal  year  1898,  the  appropriation  being 
practically  exhausted. 

The  traffic  at  this  locality  is  chiefly  the  transx>ortation  of  passengers 
and  supplies.    No  statement  of  tonnage  could  be  obtained. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  nnezjiended $544.08 

Jane  90,  tS9S,  amoimt  expended  during  fiscal  year 34.68 

July  ly  1896,  baUnee  unexpended 509.40 

{ Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 250, 200. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endm  e  June  30, 1900    50, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyil  act  of  June  4^  1887. 

(See  Appendix  A  '4.) 

5.  Harbor  at  Sullivan  FallSj  Maine. — Sullivan  Biver  has  a  length  of 
about  6  miles,  and  is  the  outlet  of  a  large  bay.  About  midway  of  its 
length  a  point  of  land  projects  to  such  extent  as  to  reduce  the  width 
to  about  one-fourth  that  immediately  above  and  below,  and  at  this 
place  the  slope  and  velocity  are  such  that  the  locality  is  termed  Sullivan 
Falls.  The  bottom  is  ledge,  the  higher  portions  forming  dangerous 
obstructions  to  navigation.  Hatchers  Bock,  about  midway  of  the 
narrow  channel  at  the  falls,  had  originally  only  about  6  inches  of 
water  over  it  at  mean  low  tide. 

Under  a  project  completed  in  1875,  the  sum  of  $35,000  was  expended 
in  removing  three  old  piers,  in  excavating  the  obstructing  ledges  at  the 
falls  to  a  depth  of  7  feet  at  mean  low  tide,  and  in  placing  spindles  on 
two  rocks  near  the  mouth  of  the  river.  This  work  was  of  material 
benefit  to  navigation. 

Under  the  act  of  1890,  an  examination  was  made  of  Sullivan  Falls, 
and  a  new  project,  estimated  to  cost  $35,000,  for  removing  Hatchers 
Bock  and  two  other  points  of  ledge  to  a  depth  of  10  feet  at  mean  low 
tide  was  submitted.  The  first  appropriation  for  work  under  this  last 
project  was  by  act  of  June  3, 1896. 

There  were  no  expenditures  under  the  present  project  up  to  the  close 
of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  and  no  work  had  been  done. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $4,834.11,  the 
operations  consisting  in  removing  a  portion  of  Hatchers  Kock  to  a 
depth  of  10  feet  at  mean  low  tide.  The  entire  quantity  of  ledge  taken 
out  was  about  415  cubic  yards,  removing  nearly  the  entire  area  of 
Hatchers  Bock  to  the  specified  depth. 

The  commerce  for  1896  is  given  as  51,200  tons,  and  for  1897  50,790 
tons. 

July  1. 1897,  balance  nnexpeuded $5,000.00 

Jane  30,  ISSKB,  amoant  expended 'during  fiBcal  year 4,834.11 

Jnly  1, 1S98,  balance  unexpended 165.89 

f  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 30, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  tiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    15, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(8oe  Appendix  A  5,) 
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6.  Union  River j  Maine. — Originally  the  ohannel  of  Union  River  was 
much  obstracted,  and  in  the  npper  part  almost  closed,  at  low  tide.  Under 
a  project,  completed  in  1873,  the  sum  of  $30,000  was  expended  in  remov- 
ing a  large  quantity  of  mill  waste,  ledge,  and  bowlders,  giving  a  depth 
of  3  to  4  feet  at  mean  low  tide  up  tO  the  head  of  navigation  at  Ellsworth. 

A  survey  of  Union  Biver  and  Bay  was  made  under  the  act  of  1888, 
and  a  project  was  submitted  for  obtaining  a  channel  through  the  bar  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  by  the  construction  of  a  jetty,  and  for  a  depth  of 
6  feet  at  mean  low  tide  in  the  upper  part  of  the  river  by  dredging.  The 
total  cost  was  estimated  at  $225,000,  about  $145,000  of  which  was  for 
dredging.  It  was  found  that  the  channel  was  again  filling  with  mill 
waste.  The  first  appropriation  since  this  survey  was  by  the  act  of  June 
3,  1896,  which  appropriated  $15,000  for  improving  Union  Biver  by 
dredging.  There  were  no  expenditures  under  the  present  project  up 
to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  and  no  work  had 
been  done. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $609.05,  the  opera- 
tions consisting  in  dredging  to  the  depth  of  6  feet  at  mean  low  tide. 
By  the  close  of  the  year  the  work  had  advanced  to  a  x)oint  about  3,000 
feet  from  the  lower  end  of  the  dredged  channel  working  upstream,  but 
a  section  of  about  1,000  feet,  where  harder  material  was  encountered, 
was  not  down  to  grade. 

The  commerce  for  1896  is  given  as  54,000  tons,  and  for  1897,  57,685 
tons. 

Jnly  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $15,000.00 

June  30, 18£KB,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1 609.05 

y  

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 14,990.95 

Jnly  1, 1898,  oatBtaDdiDg  liabilities $125.00 

Jnly  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 13, 680. 00 

13,805.00 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balanoe  available 585.95 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 130, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  y  ear  en  ding  June  30, 1900    30^  000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oivil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  A  6.) 

7.  Bagadtice  BiveVy  Maine. — This  is  a  small  stream  that  empties  into 
Penobscot  Bay  at  Castine,  Me.  The  upper  part  of  the  river  divides 
into  two  branches,  one  called  Northern  Bay  and  the  other  South  Bay. 
Northern  Bay  near  South  Penobscot  is  a  shoal  sheet  of  water  of  about 
700  acres  area,  the  bottom  of  which  for  the  greater  part  is  bare  at  low 
tide.  There  was  a  narrow  channel  from  Bridges  Point  to  Bowden's 
wharf  which  had  a  depth  of  less  than  2  feet  and  was  obstructed  by 
ledges  and  bowlders  near  Winslows  Island.  The  South  Bay  is  ob- 
structed by  ledges  at  Johnsons  Narrows.  A  project  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Northern  Bay  was  adopted  in  1890,  which  has  for  its  object 
the  securing  of  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
tide  from  Bridges  Point  to  Bowden's  wharf,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
945,000.  It  is  also  intended  to  remove  a  small  quantity  of  rock  obstruct- 
ing the  channel  at  Johnsons  Narrows,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  91,875. 

The  expenditures  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897, 
amounted  to  917,024.84.  At  that  date  the  channel  had  been  dredgod 
its  entire  length  for  a  width  of  40  feet,  but  the  full  projected  depth  had 
not  been  obtained  throughout.    At  Winslows  Island,  about  midway  of 
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fhe  ebannel,  and  where  it  was  shoalest,  a  depth  of  abont  2  feet  at  mean 
low  tide  had  been  necared  by  the  removal  of  bowlders. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $4,765.34,  the 
operations  consisting  in  removing  446.7  tons  of  bowlders  from  the  chan- 
nel at  WiDslows  Island.  A  depth  of  2  feet  at  mean  low  tide  is  all  that 
can  be  carried  at  Winslows  Island,  where  the  chaunel  is  shoalest. 

The  commerce  for  the  last  five  years  is  given  as  follows: 

Tons. 

1883 49,300 

1«94 67,850 

1895 86,900 

1896 78,050 

1897 S6,d00 

Probably  a  large  proportion  of  this  pertains  to  Oastine,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river. 

July  If  1897,  balance  unexpended $4, 975. 16 

June  90^  1898,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 4,765.34 

Jttly  1, 1808,  balance  nneizpended 209.82 

{Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 24, 875. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
Sabmitted  in  compliance  with  reqairements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  snndry  oivU  act  of  Jane  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  A  7.) 

8.  Penobscot  River,  Maine. — ^The  improvement  of  the  Penobscot  Biver 
was  first  undertaken  in  1870,  the  project  being  for  a  channel  not  less 
than  150  feet  wide,  12  feet  deep  at  low  tide,  as  tar  np  as  Bangor.  At 
that  time  the  channel  was  shoal  and  dangerous.  At  Bangor  the  depth 
did  not  exceed  abont  6  feet  at  lowest  stages,  and  navigation  was 
obstmcted  by  numerous  rocks  and  ledges.  The  work  was  continued 
until  1880,  and  included  also  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  the  harbor 
at  Bangor  and  at  Bucksport,  the  expenditures  aggregating  $198,000. 
Ko  fhrth^  work  was  done  until  1884,  when  a  project  was  adopted  for 
widening  the  channel  at  Bangor  and  for  certain  improvements  in  the 
river  below,  near  Crosbys  Narrows,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $75,000. 
MThile  this  work  was  in  progress  a  survey  was  made,  under  the  river 
and  harbor  act  of  1886,  from  Bangor  to  Bucksport  Narrows,  and  a  proj- 
ect was  submitted  for  securing  a  22- foot  depth  between  Bucksport  and 
Winterport,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $305,000,  making  the  combined  cost 
of  the  two  projects  $440,000.  The  act  of  September  19,  1890,  appro- 
priated $25,000  and  provided  for  dredging  near  Stern's  mill. 

Another  survey  was  ordered  in  the  act  of  September  19, 1890,  which 
was  made,  and  the  report  published  in  the  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Chief 
of  Engineers  for  1892  (pp.  533--540). 

The  existing  project  for  the  improvement  of  the  Penobscot  Biver  may 
be  stated  as  follows:  To  widen  the  channel  at  Bangor  to  360  feet  and  a 
depth  of  11  feet  at  extreme  low  tide;  to  widen,  straighten,  and  deepen 
tkie  channel  near  Crosbys  Narrows  and  near  Stern's  mill  to  a  depth  of 
12  feet  at  extreme  low  tide,  and  to  secure  a  channel  depth  of  22  feet  at 
mean  low  tide  between  Bucksport  and  Winterport,  the  estimated  cost 
of  the  entire  work  being  $440,000.  This  estimate  includes  the  cost  of 
jetties  at  Frankfort  Flats  and  High  Head,  in  order  to  contract  the 
waterway  should  contraction  be  necessary.  It  is  thought,  however, 
that  as  the  deposit  of  sawdust  and  mill  waste  into  the  river  has  in  a 
large  measure  been  stopped,  and  as  the  channels  at  these  places  were 
obatrncted  chieHy  by  this  material|  the  contraction  works  may  not  be 
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necessary.  The  channel  at  Frankfort  Flats  was  dredged  in  1890  to  22 
feet.  Subsequently  it  filled  np  on  the  sides  to  some  extent,  the  foil 
depth  in  midchannel  being  maintained.  A  later  survey  showed  that 
it  had  scoured  out  again,  and  that  there  existed  a  navigable  channel 
not  less  than  500  feet  wide  and  22  feet  or  more  in  depth  at  low  tide. 
As  this  is  all  the  project  contemplates,  no  further  works  of  any  kind 
are  now  proposed  at  Frankfort  Flats. 

The  channel  at  High  Head,  which  had  deepened  in  1891  from  natural 
causes,  subsequently  filled  up  to  some  extent,  so  that  it  became  advis- 
able to  dredge  a  channel  the  full  depth  and  width  called  for  by  the 
project.    This  was  done  during  the  season  of  1894. 

An  examination  at  both  Frankfort  Flats  and  High  Head  late  in  the 
season  of  1896  showed  that  at  Frankfort  Flats  there  was  a  good  chan- 
nel not  less  than  300  feet  wide,  with  a  depth  of  not  less  than  22  feet  at 
mean  low  tide.  At  High  Head  there  was  a  break  in  the  22-foot  contour 
for  a  distance  of  500  feet.  On  the  crest  of  this  shoal  the  least  depth 
was  in  excess  of  19  feet  at  mean  low  tide. 

!N'o  appropriation  is  asked  for  the  improvement  of  the  Penobscot 
Biver  under  the  above  project. 

The  appropriations  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1897,  aggregated  $348,300,  and  the  expenditures  under  the  various 
projects  (including  original  survey)  to  the  same  date  amounted  to 
$338,266.86.  The  results  accomplished  are  the  widening  and  deepen- 
ing of  the  channel  at  Bangor  from  a  depth  of  6  feet  at  extreme  low 
tide  to  11  feet,  for  a  width  of  360  feet;  the  dredging  of  a  shoal  at 
Stern's  mill  to  12  feet,  and  of  a  shoal  just  below  Stem's  mill  to  the 
same  depth;  the  removal  of  rocks,  ledges,  and  other  obstructions; 
the  dredging  of  the  shoals  near  Bucksport,  and  a  general  increase  in 
depth  and  width  of  channel  from  the  mouth  up  to  Bangor. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  amounted  to  $1,017.14, 
and  were  principally  for  purchase  of  plant.  The  operations  consisted 
in  an  examination  of  a  wreck  during  November,  1897,  reported  as  an 
obstruction  in  the  river  near  Hampden. 

No  appropriation  is  asked  for  further  work  under  the  present  proj- 
ect. A  proposed  extension  of  the  project  is  contained  in  the  report  of 
a  recent  survey  in  the  vicinity  of  Bangor  (House  Doc.  No.  49,  Fifty- 
fifth  Congress,  first  session;  also  Annual  Keport,  Chief  of  Engineers^ 
1897,  p.  811.) 

The  commerce  of  the  river  for  the  last  five  years  is  given  as  follows: 

Tons. 

1893 565,887 

1894 750,313 

1895 617,859 

1896 715,911 

1897 790,698 

The  principal  items  of  freight  are  coal,  ice,  and  lumber. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $10,033.14 

Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 1, 017. 14 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  anexpended 9,016.00 

(See  Appendix  A  8.) 

P.  Rockland  Harbor^  Maine. — ^The  location  of  Eockland  Harbor  is 
such  that  besides  accommodating  its  own  commerce,  it  afibrds  a  con- 
venient refuge  for  large  numbers  of  coasting  vessels.  When  the  proj- 
ect for  a  breakwater  was  adopted,  the  harbor  was  open  to  easterly 
storms,  the  anchorage  was  unsafe,  and  the  seas  often  broke  over  the 
wlmxves. 
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The  project  as  originally  adopted  in  1881  provided  for  two  break- 
waters, one  starting  from  Southwest  Ledge  in  the  harbor  and  ranuing 
in  a  northerly  direction  toward  Jameson  Point,  a  distance  of  2,640  feet ; 
the  other  starting  from  Jameson  Point  and  extending  southward  about 
1,900  feet.  The  estimated  cost  was  $550,000.  The  top  of  each  break- 
water was  to  be  only  5  feet  above  the  level  of  mean  low  tide. 

Kovember  3, 1886,  the  project  wa^  amended  so  as  to  bring  the  top  of 
the  breakwater  from  Jameson  Point  to  the  level  of  high  tide,  leaving 
the  other  as  originally  designed.  The  estimated  cost  was  thus  increased 
to  9650,000. 

May  2, 1890,  the  Secretary  of  War  approved  a  further  modification 
of  the  project.  Instead  of  building  the  second  breakwater,  on  which 
no  work  had  been  done,  from  Southwest  Ledge  in  a  northerly  direc- 
tion, it  was  decided  to  prolong  the  one  from  Jameson  Point  in  a  south- 
erly direction.  By  doing  so  a  much  larger  area  of  the  harbor  would 
secure  protection.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  new  project  was  $632,500, 
this  being  inclusive  of  the  part  already  constructed. 

Under  the  act  of  1894  a  survey  was  made  of  the  harbor,  with  a  view 
to  making  it  available  for  vessels  of  a  deeper  draft  A  report  on  this 
survey,  submitted  in  December,  1895,  contained  a  plan  for  further 
improvement  by  removing  two  dangerous  groups  of  ledges  occupying 
central  iK>sitions  in  the  harbor,  and  for  dredging  along  the  harbor  line 
to  depths  of  from  4  to  13  feet  at  mean  low  tide.  The  estimated  cost  of 
this  improvement  was  $402,000.  Congress,  by  act  of  June  3,  1896, 
included  this  plan  in  the  project  for  improving  Eockland  Harbor,  mak- 
ing the  estimated  cost  of  the  combined  project  $1,034,500.  The  same 
act  authorized  the  removal  of  an  old  hulk,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $1,500, 
and  provided  the  means.  This  addition  brought  the  total  cost  of  the 
improvement  up  to  $1,036,000,  of  which  $275,500  had  been  appropriated. 
The  act  of  1896  idso  authorized  contracts  to  be  made  for  the  work  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  projects.    The  item  in  the  act  is  as  follows: 

ImpTOTlDg  harbor  at  Rockland,  Maine:  Continnin^  improyement,  inolnding  proj- 
ect reoommended  by  Chief  of  Engineers  under  date  of  December  fourteenth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  ninetv-iiye,  twenty-five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  of 
which  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  may  be  expended  for  the  removal  of  an  old 
hnlk  sunk  in  the  harbor:  Provided,  That  contracts  may  be  entered  into  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  for  such  materials  and  work  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  completion 
of  said  projects  for  the  improvement  of  said  harbor,  to  be  paid  for  as  appropriations 
may  from  time  to  time  be  made  by  law,  not  to  exceed  in  the  aggregate  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  exclusive  of  the  amount  herein  and 
heretofore  appropriated. 

Up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1897,  there  had  been 
expended  on  the  breakwater  the  snm  of  $250,500.48,  and  285,403  tons 
of  stone  had  been  placed  in  position,  completing  the  work  firom  the 
shore  end  out  to  a  point  2,736  feet  from  high- water  line. 

The  expenditures  daring  the  fisc^  year  1898  were  $30,565.35,  the 
operations  consisting  in  the  extension  of  the  breakwater,  nnder  a  con- 
tract which  was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  1897.  At  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year  1898  the  contractor  had  deposited  73,950  tons  of 
stone,  and  the  completed  section  of  the  breakwater  had  been  extended 
out  to  a  point  2,990  feet  from  the  shore. 

A  contract  has  been  made  for  doing  all  the  dredging  covered  by  the 
project,  the  price  being  14  cents  per  cubic  yard,  place  measurement. 
The  work  will  be  commenced  early  in  the  fiscal  year  1899.  A  contract 
has  also  been  awarded  for  doing  all  the  ledge  work  covered  by  the 
project,  the  prices  being  $6.75  per  cubic  yard  for  about  11,000  yards 
and  $6.25  per  cubic  yard  for  about  19,000  cubic  yards.  This  work  also 
will  be  commenced  e&rlyin  the  next  £ac&l  year.    These  two  contracts, 
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together  with  that  for  completion  of  the  breakwater,  cover  all  the  work 
remaining  to  be  done  for  completion  of  the  existing  project  for  improv- 
ing Bocldand  Harbor. 

Sufficient  fands  are  now  available  for  expenditure  in  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1900,  and  for  this  reason  no  appropriation  is  asked  for 
that  fiscal  year.  It  is  not  probable  that  such  appropriation  would  be 
needed,  even  if  work  had  to  be  readvertised  and  let  at  higher  rates; 
but  if  such  should  be  the  case,  a  report  of  the  fact  will  be  promptly 
submitted. 

The  commerce  of  Bockland  Harbor  for  the  last  five  years  is  given  as 
follows : 

1893 638,506 

1894 509,853 

1895 615,«0 

1896 580,295 

1897 584,992 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $374,999.53 

Amount  appropriated  by  aoxxdry  civil  act  approved  Jaly  1, 1898 300, 000. 00 

674, 999. 52 
June  30, 1898,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 30, 565. 35 

Joly  1, 1898,  balance  nnezpended 644,434.17 

Jnly  1, 1898,  outstanding  fiabUitiee (2,907.06 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 181, 479. 35 

• 184,386,41 

July  1.  1898,  balance  available 460,047.76 

(See  Appendix  A  9.) 

10.  Carvers  Harbor j  Vinalhaveny  Me, — The  anchorage  at  this  harbor 
is  limited  and  the  harbor  shoal,  there  being  less  than  8  feet  at  mean 
low  tide  over  the  most  of  it,  which  is  not  sufficient  for  the  class  of 
vessels  freighting  at  that  place. 

A  survey  was  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1894,  and  a 
report  was  submitted  in  February,  1895,  containing  two  plans  of  im- 
provement. The  first  was  to  dredge  the  inner  harbor  to  a  depth  of  10 
feet  at  mean  low  tide,  and  to  make  a  larger  area  available  for  anchor- 
age by  the  constrnction  of  a  breakwater  in  the  outer  harbor,  at  a  total 
estimated  cost  of  $69,500.  The  second  plan,  estimated  to  cost  $64,000, 
was  to  dredge  the  inner  harbor  to  a  depth  of  16  feet  at  mean  low  tide. 
The  latter  constitutes  the  present  project. 

There  were  no  expenditures  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1897,  and  no  work  had  been  done. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $9,670.95,  and 
operations  consisted  in  removing  60,000  cubic  yards  of  material,  giving 
a  depth  of  16  feet  at  mean  low  tide  over  an  area  680  feet  wide,  and  of 
an  average  length  of  about  600  feet  at  the  lower  end  of  the  inner 
harbor. 

The  commerce  for  1896  was -given  as  63,078  tons,  and  for  1897  as 
63,704  tons. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $10,000.00 

June  30, 1898.  amount  expended  during  fiscaJ  year 9, 670. 95 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 329.05 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 54, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endi  oe  J  une  30, 1900    25,  OOOl  00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4^  1897. 

/See  Appendix  A 10,) 
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11.  Georges  Rieer^  Maine. — ^Tfais  river  has  a  depth  of  aboat  3}  &th- 
omB  up  tx>  within  about  a  mile  of  Thomaston,  but  from  there  the  chan- 
nel is  narrow,  with  a  least  depth  of  about  11  feet  at  mean  low  tide,  with 
a  sharp  bend  in  the  channel. 

A  survey  was  made  under  the  act  of  1894,  and  the  repwt  submitted 
in  January,  1895,  contained  a  project,  estimated  to  cost  $30,000,  for 
deepening  channel  to  16  feet  at  mean  low  tide  tor  a  width  of  from  90 
to  220  feet  and  for  repairing  a  stone  beacon.  By  act  of  June  3, 1896, 
Congress  adopted  this  project  and  made  the  first  appropriation. 

There  were  no  expenditures  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1897,  and  no  work  had  been  done. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $9,728.62,  and 
operations  consisted  in  dredging,  thcvtotal  quantity  of  material  removed 
being  59,994  cubic  yards.  The  work  under  this  contract  is  the  first 
done  under  the  existing  project  and  has  resulted  in  giving  the  full  depth 
and  width  for  a  distance  of  about  2,100  feet  up  from  the  lOfoot  contour. 
No  work  has  been  done  on  any  other  part  of  the  stream,  the  conditions 
remaining  the  same  as  at  the  date  of  the  survey. 

The  commerce  in  1896  is  given  as  45,375  tons  and  for  1897  as  64,250 
'tons. 

Jaly  1,  1897,  balsnoe  nnexpended  $10,000.00 

June  90, 1898,  amonnt  expended  during  ftieal  year 9,728.62 

July  1, 1888,  balance  unexpended ^. .         271. 38 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 20, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending .)  une  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  A  11«) 

12,  Kennebec  River^  Maine. — ^Before  the  improvements  were  eom- 
menced  the  main  channel  of  the  river  between  the  foot  of  Swan  Island 
aiid  Gardiner  was  obstrncted  by  shoals  near  Beef  Bock,  with  only  10 
feet  of  water  at  mean  low  tide;  by  dangerous  sunken  ledges  in  Lovejoy 
Narrows;  by  a  shoal  below  Sonth  GaKliner  with  only  8  feet  on  it  at 
mean  low  tide,  and  by  a  ledge  at  Nehnmkeg  Island.  The  steamboat 
channel  to  the  west  of  Swan  Island  (at  Hatchs  Bock)  was  obstrncted  by 
a  shoal  over  which  there  was  only  7^  feet  of  water,  and  the  channel 
between  Gardiner  and  Augusta,  a  distance  of  6^  miles,  was  obstructed 
by  shoals  which  gave  a  navigable  depth  of  only  3^  feet  of  water  in  low 
summer  tide. 

Appropriations  were  made  at  various  times  between  1827  and  1852 
for  improving  the  river,  and  a  project  was  adopted  in  1866  for  removing 
rocks  and  straightening  and  deepening  the  upper  part  of  the  river. 
The  estimated  cost  was  $50,000. 

In  1868  the  project  was  amended  so  as  to  give  a  wider  channel,  and 
the  estimate  was  increased  to  $80,000.  In  1871  the  project  was  extended, 
the  additional  cost  being  estimated  at  $13,000,  making  the  estimate  for 
the  entire  project  $93,0(K).  It  was  again  extended  in  1872  to  include 
the  removal  of  ledges  in  Lovejoy  Narrows  at  an  additional  estimated 
cost  of  $30,603.61.  This  project  was  modified  in  1873,  and  as  modi- 
fled  was  ccNOQipleted  in  1877. 

In  1881  a  project  was  adopted  for  the  improvement  of  the  channel 
west  of  Swan  Island  and  near  the  north  end  of  it.  The  estimated  cost 
of  this  project,  which  was  completed  in  1883,  was  $20,500. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  1886  provided  for  a  new  survey  of  the 
river  from  Bath  to  Augusta.  This  survey  was  made  in  1887,  and  a 
project  submitted  for  a  further  improvement  of  tba  rlveri  giving  12  feet 
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clear  depth  at  low  tide  up  to  the  Upper  Sands  Bar,  near  South  Gar- 
diner, 10  feet  thence  to  Hinckley  Shoal,  and  8  feet  thence  to  Augasta, 
together  with  an  improvement  of  the  steamboat  channel  west  of  Swan 
Island  to  9  feet  at  mean  low  tide.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  project 
was  $410,500,  which  estimate  was  subsequently  increased  to  $428,500. 

In  Augast,  1892,  the  project  was  revised  and  a  general  project  for 
the  improvement  adopted,  as  follows:  For  a  channel  depth  of'^ld  feet 
up  as  far  as  Sands  Island ;  12  feet  thence  to  Hinckley  Shoal  and  10 
feet  thence  to  Augusta;  a  steamboat  channel  9  feet  deep  west  of  Swan 
Island,  and  the  removal  of  old  bridge  piers  at  Hallowell,  all  the  above 
depths  being  referred  tp  mean  low  tide.  The  estimated  cost  of  this 
revised  project,  which  was  approved  August  19, 1892,  was  $388,500. 

The  total  expenditures  for  the  river  up  to  June  30, 1897,  amounted 
to  $448,105.43.    The  following  work  had  been  accomplished: 

The  channel  n»ar  Beef  Eock  had  been  improved  to  give  a  clear 
depth  of  over  12  feet,  and  a  training  wall  completed.  The  dangerous 
rocks  in  Lovejoy  Narrows  had  been  removed  to  a  depth  of  15  feet  and 
the  channel  straightened.  Ghannels  had  been  dredged  to  12  feet  at 
mean  low  tide  through  Upper  Sands  Bar,  Gardiner  Shoal,  Browns 
Island  Shoal,  and  Hinckley  Lower  Shoal,  and  to  10  feet  throu^  Hinck- 
ley Upper  Shoal  and  Britts  Shoal;  thence  to  Augusta  the  channel  had 
been  deepened  to  about  7  feet,  though  some  shoaling  had  taken  place. 
The  ledge  at  Nehumkeg  Island  hs^  been  removed  to  12  feet.  The 
steamboat  channel  west  of  Swan  Island  had  been  deepened  to  11  feet 
and  the  old  piers  of  the  bridge  at  Hallowell  had  been  removed.  A 
jetty  about  1,500  feet  long  hs^  been  completed  at  Upper  Sands  Bar. 
In  other  words,  all  the  work  under  the  existing  project  had  been  com- 
pleted except  the  dredging  of  Gages  Shoal  near  Augusta. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $15,448.99,  the 
operations  consisting  in  dredging  Gages  Shoal  near  Augusta.  Work 
was  commenced  late  jn  September,  1897,  and  was  in  progress  at  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year,  the  contract,  w^ch  is  for  dredging  a  channel 
to  the  depth  of  10  feet,  being  nearly  completed.  This  is  the  last  work 
to  be  done  under  the  existing  project,  and  will  complete  it  unless  new 
conditions  develop.    Ko  further  appropriation  is  asked  for  the  present. 

The  commerce  lor  the  last  five  years  is  given  as  follows : 

Tcmt. 

1893 970,988 

1894 1,207,965 

1895 1,162,972 

1896 (♦) 

1897 - 665,991 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnezpended t$52,244.67 

Jane  ZO,  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiaoal  year 15, 448.99 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 36,795.68 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $1,921.92 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 7, 851. 60 

9,773.52 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 27,022.06 

(See  Appendix  A  12.) 

13.  Sasanoa  River^  Maine. — Originally  this  stream  was  much  ob- 
structed in  the  vicinity  of  Upper  Hell  Gate.    The  channel  at  and  near 

*  No  statement  could  be  obtained. 

t  Differs  from  last  year's  report  by  $2.02,  being  amount  ot  Treasury  Mttlement  for 
telegrams,  made  in  Decemberi  1896. 
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that  place  was  crooked  and  narrow  and  obstructed  by  dangerous 
ledges,  the  shoalest  of  which  had  not  more  than  3  feet  of  water  on  it 
at  mean  low  tide. 

Between  1870  and  1871  the  sam  of  $45,500  was  appropriated,  and 
the  navigation  was  mnch  improved  by  rock  excavation,  dredging,  and 
the  constmction  of  a  small  jetty. 

A  sarvey  was  made  ander  the  act  of  1894,  and  the  report,  submitted 
in  December  of  that  year,  contained  a  new  project,  estimated  to  cost 
•19,000,  for  widening  the  channel  at  Upper  Hell  Gate  to  a  width  of  125 
feet^  with  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low  tide,  by  ledge  excavation;  for 
dredging  to  the  same- depth  at  Garletons  ledges,  and  for  constructing  a 
beacon  on  the  jetty  at  Gamp  Ground.  Gongress  adopted  the  project 
by  the  act  of  June  3, 18U6,  and  made  an  appropriation  of  $19,000  for 
its  execution. 

The  total  expenditures  for  this  locality  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1897,  were  $45,939.07.  Under  a  former  project 
navigation  had  been  much  improved  by  rock  excavation  and  dredging 
and  the  construction  of  a  small  jetty.  Under  the  existing  project  113 
cubic  yards  of  ledge  had  been  removed  in  the  widening  of  tiie  channel 
at  Upper  Hell  Gate  to  the  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low  tide. 

ISie  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $11,548.62,  the 
operations  consisting  in  completing  the  removal  of  the  ledge  at  Upt>er 
Hell  Gate  so  as  to  give  a  width  of  about  125  feet  and  a  depth  of  12  feet 
at  mean  low  tide,  in  dredging  a  small  shoal  at  Garletons  ledges  to  the 
same  depth,  and  erecting  a  beacon  on  the  jetty  at  Gamp  Ground. 
About  796  cubic  yards  of  ledge  was  removed  and  955  cubic  yards  of 
material  was  dredged  from  the  small  shoal.  The  work  done  has  been 
of  material  aid  to  navigation  passing  through  Upper  Hell  Gate  by 
reducing  the  strength  of  the  currents  as  weU  as  affording  a  more 
roomy  passage. 

The  project  is  completed. 

It  has  been  impracticable  to  obtain  complete  commercial  statistics, 
but  the  Eastern  Steamboat  Gompany  carried  during  the  calendar  year 
1897  about  45,000  passengers  and  1,500  tons  of  freight. 

Jnlyl.  1897,*balanoe  nnexpended $18,560.93 

June  90, 188^  amount  expended  during  fisoiJ  year 11,548. 62 

Jnly  1, 1888y  balanoe  unexpended 7, 012. 31 

(See  Appendix  A 13.) 

14.  ParUand  ffarbar^  Maine. — ^The  entrance  to  the  main  part  of  the 
harbor  of  Portland,  or  the  anchorage,  has  always  been  good,  but  prior 
to  the  improvements  made  by  the  Government  the  approach  to  the  inner 
harbor  was  obstructed  by  a  shoal  known  as  the  middle  ground,  over 
which  the  depth  was  only  from  8  to  10  feet  at  mean  low  tide,  while 
between  it  and  Stamford  Ledge  the  greatest  available  depth  was  only 
16  feetb  Besides,  the  best  part  of  the  wharf  front  of  the  city  was 
exposed  to  the  swell  from  the  Atlantic,  which  sometimes  made  it  dan- 
gerous for  vessels  to  lie  at  the  docks,  and  the  depth  along  this  front 
was  in  some  places  as  little  as  4  feet,  making  a  part  of  it  unavailable 
for  commercial  purposes. 

The  first  work  of  improvement  undertaken  by  the  Government  was 
the  constmction  of  the  breakwater.  This  was  begun  as  early  as  1836. 
It  was  completed  in  1874. 

The  project  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  by  deepening  its 
waters  was  first  undertaken  by  authority  of  act  of  Gongress  of  1868. 
The  project  at  that  time  was  to  excavate  a  channel  300  feet  wide  through 
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the  soatbern  slope  of  the  middle  ground  to  a  depth  of  20  feet  at  mean 
low  tide  and  the  removal  of  the  bar  off  the  Grand  Tronk  wharves  to 
the  same  depth. 

In  1870  the  project  was  amended  so  as  to  provide  for  a  channel  400 
feet  wide,  and  in  1871  it  was  again  amended  so  as  to  provide  for  a 
width  of  500  feet. 

In  1872  the  improvement  of  Back  Oove  was  added  to  the  project, 
and  in  December  of  that  year  the  project  was  further  amended  by 
providing  for  the  dredging  of  the  inner  harbor  u])  to  the  harbor  com- 
missioners' lines  to  a  depth  of  16  feet.  By  1876  all  the  contemplated 
improvements  had  been  executed  except  some  dredging  in  the  inner 
harbor. 

In  1881  Oongress  made  an  appropriation  for  the  further  improvement 
of  the  harbor,  and  a  project  was*adopted  looking  to  the  entire  removal 
of  the  shoal  known  as  the  middle  ground,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
9160,000.    The  project  was  completed  in  1885. 

In  1886  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Portland  asked  for  the  further  improve- 
nient  of  the  harbor  to  a  depth  of  29  feet  at  low  tide,  and  in  1886  this  pro* 
ject  was  adopted,  the  estimated  cost  being  $135,000.  Under  approval 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  February  20,  1890,  this  project  was 
extended  to  include  a  small  quantity  of  dredging  in  the  upper  harbor, 
estimated  to  cost  $5,000,  making  the  total  estimated  cost  of  the  project. 
$140,000.  In  February,  1894,  it  was  again  extended  to  cover  the  widen- 
ing of  the  upper  end  of  the  29-foot  channel  and  the  dredging  of  a 
2t3-foot  ohaunel  to  connect  the  deep  water  in  the  lower  part  of  the  har- 
bor with  that  in  the  upper  part,  but  without  addition  to  the  estimated 
cost.  In  November,  1894,  all  the  work  proposed  for  Portland  Harbor 
up  to  that  time  was  completed. 

By  the  act  of  1896  Congress  adopted  a  project  for  dredging  to  a 
depth  of  30  feet  at  mean  low  tide  over  the  greater  part  of  the  area  of 
the  harbor.  This  work  was  estimated  to  cost  $770,000,  and  the  same 
act  combined  with  it  the  project  for  improving  Back  Gove,  which  was 
partly  completed.  The  total  estimated  cost  of  the  combined  project 
was  made  $946,250. 

The  act  of  June  3,  1896,  appropriated  $20,000  for  this  work  and 
authorized  the  making  of  contracts  for  its  completion,  but  limited  such 
contracts  to  $810,000  in  addition  to  the  amount  appropriated.  The 
language  of  the  act  is  as  follows: 

ImprovlDju;  Portland  Harbor,  MaiDe,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers dated  April  seventeeDtli,  eighteen  hnnilred  and  ninety-six,  and  oontinaing 
improvement  of  Back  Cove,  aooording  to  existing  project,  twenty  thousand  dollars: 
Provided f  That  contracts  may  be  entered  into  oy  the  Secretarv  of  War  for  such 
materials  and  work  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  completion  of  such  projects,  to 
be  paid  for  as  appropriations  may  from  time  to  tinie  be  made  by  law,  not  to  exceed 
in  the  aggregate  eignt  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars,  exclusive  of  the  amount 
herein  appropriated. 

The  total  amount  expended  on  Portland  Harbor,  including  Back  Oove, 
up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $694,166.62.  These  expenditures  resulted  in 
giving,  by  means  of  the  breakwater,  partial  protection  to  vessels  at  the 
lower  wharves  and  an  available  depth  of  29  feet  at  mean  low  tide  up  to 
said  wharves.  In  Back  Gove  the  channel  had  been  dredged  to  the  full 
width  of  300  feet  for  about  one-half  its  length  and  to  a  width  of  215 
feet  for  the  remaining  length. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $56,088.05,  the 

operations  consisting  in  dredging  under  a  contract  for  doing  all  the 

work  covered  by  the  present  project.    The  first  dredging  was  done  July 

'2y  1897|  and  by  the  dose  of  the  fiscal  year  there  had  been  removed 
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608,462  cnbic  yards,  measured  in  place.  By  the  removal  of  this  qaan- 
tity  of  material  an  area  in  the  front  harbor,  in  front  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
wharves  about  2,100  feet  long  and  700  feet  wide  was  dredged  to  the 
depth  of  30  feet  at  mean  low  tide.  In  Back  Cove  the  channel  was 
dredged  to  its  full  dimensions  (12  feet  deep  at  mean  low  tide)  except  in 
the  upper  portions  where  shoaling  has  occurred  and  which  is  now  being 
redredged. 

Sufficient  funds  are  now  available  for  expenditure  in  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1900,  and  for  this  reason  no  appropriation  is  asked  for 
that  fiscal  year.  It  is  not  probable  that  such  appropriation  would  be 
needed  even  if  work  had  to  be  readvertised  and  let  at  higher  rates; 
but  if  such  should  be  the  case,  a  report  of  the  fact  will  be  promptly 
sabmitted. 

The  commerce  of  Portland  Harbor  for  the  last  five  years  is  given  as 
follows: 

Tons. 

1893 1,432,805 

1894 1,214,887 

1895 : 1,339,064 

1896 :.... 1,357,575 

1897 1.326.844 

Julyl,  1897,  balance  nnexpoDded $368,660.43 

Amount  appropriated  by  sundry  oivil  act  approved  July  1, 1898 200, 000. 00 

568, 560. 43 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended,  daring  fiscal  year 56,088.05 

Joly  1, 1898, balance  unexpended :...  512,472.38 

Jnlj  1, 1898, oatstandlng  liabilities $6,741.46 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 467, 182. 29 

473,923.76 

July  1, 1896, balance  available 38,548.63 

(See  Appendix  A 14.) 

15.  8aco  RiveTy  Maine. — ^The  first  work  done  on  the  Saco  Biver  was 
in  1827,  when  an  appropriation  was  made  for  the  erection  of  piers, 
placing  beacons  or  buoys,  and  removing  obstructions.  Prior  to  this 
the  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  was  only  about  2  feet  at  mean  low  tide, 
while  much  of  the  river  was  deeper.  The  entrance  was  also  dangerous 
in  rough  weather,  and  the  numerous  projecting  rocks  and  ledges  m  the 
river  proper,  in  connection  \vith  the  swift  currents,  made  its  navigation 
dangerous. 

In  1866  a  plan  was  proposed  for  the  improvement  of  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  and  a  project  was  adopted  in  1867.  The  project  was  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  breakwater,  the  removal  of  sunken  rocks,  and  the  rebuild- 
ing of  some  of  the  most  important  piers,  against  which  vessels  might 
drift  without  damage.  This  project  was  completed  in  1878  at  a  cost  oi 
^169,275. 

Nothing  more  was  done  on  the  Saco  until  1883,  when  a  resurvey  of 
the  breakwater  was  made  and  a  new  project  submitted  for  raising  and 
repairing  it  and  extending  it  out  to  Sharps  Ledge. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  1884  directed  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the 
river.  This  was  done  in  1885  and  a  project  submitted  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  river  proper  from  its  mouth  to  the  head  of  navigation.  In 
1886  and  1888  appropriations  were  made  for  repairing  and  raising  the 
breakwater  and  for  improving  the  river.  In  1890  the  two  projects  were 
combined,  so  that  the  one  now  in  process  of  execution  is' for  improving 
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the  Saco  Kiver,  inclading^  the  breakwater,  and  the  construction  of  a 
jetty  opposite  the  latter. 

The  total  expenditures  on  both  river  and  breakwater  up  to  June  30, 
1897,  amounted  to  $331,398.45,  and  resulted  in  removing  dangerous 
ledges;  in  constructing  piers  to  prevent  vessels  from  being  swept  on  the 
rocks ;  in  constructing  a  substantial  breakwater  on  the  north  side  of  the 
entrance  aud  a  jetty  on  the  south  side  of  the  entrance  to  contract  the 
channel  way  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  greater  depth  over  the  bar;  also 
in  deepening  the  channels  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  river  by  dredging, 
and  the  construction  of  contraction  works. 

An  examination  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  made  in  1896,  showed  that 
the  6-foot  channel  had  developed  and  maintained  under  the  combined 
influence  of  the  breakwater  and  jetty. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $7,030.91,  and 
operations  connisted  in  raising  the  shore  end  of  the  breakwater  on  the 
north  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  river,  under  contract.  Work  was  com- 
menced about  the  last  of  August,  1897,  and  was  completed  on  the  11th 
of  the  following  December.  The  total  quantity  of  stone  furnished  was 
5,200  tons,  with  which  the  breakwater  was  brought  to  full  section  for  a 
distance  of  about  750  feet.  The  only  other  work  proposed  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  project  will  be  any  needed  repairs  of  the  jetty  on  the 
south  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

The  commerce  for  the  last  five  years  is  given  as  follows: 

Tons. 

1893 59,765 

1894 47,350 

1895 62,129 

1896 46,956 

1897 42,214 

July  ly  1897,  balance  unexpended $10,376.55 

June  30,  18918,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year , 7, 030. 91 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended S",  345. 64 


< 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 52, 500. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900      5, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  A  15.) 

16,  Cocheco  River^  New  Hampshire. — Before  the  improvement  was 
begun,  the  river  from  Dover  to  the  Lower  Narrows  was  much  obstructed 
by  bowlders,  ledges,  and  shoals,  the  depth  being  in  some  places  as  litUe 
as  6  inches  at  mean  low  tide.    The  tide  rises  and  falls  about  7  feet. 

A  project  for  improvement  was  adopted  in  1871,  which  provided  for 
a  channel  40  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep  from  the  Lower  Narrows  up  to 
Collin's  wharf.  The  estimated  cost  was  $45,000.  Subsequently,  more 
accurate  and  extended  surveys  having  shown  the  practicability  and 
importance  of  extending  the  improvements  up  to  the  head  of  naviga- 
tion, the  project  was  extended  and  the  estimate  increased  to  $85,000. 
This  project  was  completed  in  1879.  The  improvements  had  opened  up 
a  large  commerce,  employing  large  vessels  where  formerly  oidy  flat- 
boats  had  been  used,  in  consequence  of  which  the  project  was  still 
further  extended  by  providing  for  a  "cut-oflT^  through  Alleys  Point, 
widening  to  60  feet  and  deepening  to  5  feet  the  existing  channels  through 
Trickeys  and  Clements  Point  shoals,  and  blasting  and  removing  other 
obstructions.    The  extended  project  was  completed  in  1888. 

In  1889  a  new  survey  was  made  under  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
1888,  and  a  new  project  was  submitted  for  obtaining  a  depth  of  7  feet. 
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increaaed  to  7}  feet  in  rock,  with  a  width  of  50  feet  in  rock  and  60  to  75 
feet  where  the  material  is  less  expensive  to  remove.  This  project  was 
adopted  in  1890,  and  is  estimated  to  cost  $175,000. 

The  total  expenditures  for  this  work  up  to  Juue  30,  1897,  amounted 
to  $225,217.69.  These  expenditures  resulted  in  givi  ug  a  channel  through 
the  rocky  bed  of  the  river  5  feet  deep  and  40  feet  wide  in  the  narrowest 
parte  where  the  depth  before  was  only  6  inches  to  2  feet.  Under  the 
last  project  the  upper  end  of  the  channel  at  Dover  had  been  deepened 
to  7  feet  at  mean  low  tide  for  a  length  of  1,200  feet,  with  a  width  vary- 
ing from  100  to  140  feet.  Portions  of  the  channel  above  and  below 
Clement's  wharf,  of  a  total  length  of  600  feet,  had  also  been  dredged  to 
the  same  depth,  and  the  excavation  of  the  chauuel  through  the  ledge 
at  Upper  Narrows  to  7^  feet  at  mean  low  tide  had  been  completed. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $6,800.28,  the  opera- 
ttons  consisting  in  excavating  a  channel  through  the  ledge  in  the  Lower 
Narrows.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  about  535  cubic  yards  of  ledge 
had  been  removed,  and  the  work  was  still  in  progress. 

The  commerce  for  the  last  five  years  is  given  as  follows: 

Toot. 

.1803 66,933 

1S94 68,415 

1896 83,151 

1896 59,755 

1897 (•) 

July  1, 1897,  balance  anexpended $14,782.31 

Jnne  90, 1898, amoimt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 6,800.28 

Jnly  1, 1896,  balance  nnexpended 7,982.03 

Jnly  1, 1898»  ontetanding  liabilities $553.42 

July  1,  I898L  amount  covered  by  nncompleted  contracts 5, 715. 75 

6, 269. 17 

Jidy  1»  1898» baUmoe  avaUable 1,712.86 

{Anaonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 105, 000. 00 
Anaount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  iine  30, 1900    20, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civU  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  A  16.) 

17.  Harbor  of  refuge  at  Little  Harbor^  New  Hampshire. — A  survey 
was  made  of  Little  Harbor  in  1882,  and  a  plan  of  improvement  pro- 
posed for  the  opening  of  a  channel  of  entrance  to  a  depth  of  9  feet  at 
low  tide  and  a  width  of  100  feet,  together  with  a  basin  300  by  700.  feet, 
which  was  to  be  protected  by  a  rnbblestone  brea;kwater.  The  estimated 
oost  was  $33,000.  This  project  was  approved  in  1886,  and  its  execution 
entered  upon.  In  1887  the  project  was  enlarged  to  provide  for  the  con- 
straction  of  two  breakwaters — one  on  the  north,  the  other  on  the  south 
side  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbor — and  the  dredging  of  an  anchorage 
about  49  acres  in  extent  in  the  protected  area  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  at 
mean  low  tide.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  enlarged  project  was  $235,000, 
and  the  act  of  1888  made  an  appropriation  for  the  work  on  the  enlarged 
plan. 

In  October,  1894,  after  the  breakwaters  had  been  completed  and  a 
part  of  the  dredging  accomplished,  the  project  was  amended  by  reduc- 
ing the  area  of  the  anchorage  to  be  dredged  to  about  40  acres  instead 
of  49.  At  the  same  time  the  project  was  revised,  and  the  cost  of  the 
entire  work  placed  at  $145,000. 


• 


No  statement  could  be  obtained. 
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Before  the  improvement  the  depth  in  the  harbor  was  only  about  6 
feet  at  low  tide,  and  the  anchorage  was  small  and  exposed. 

The  expenditures  up  to  June  30, 1897.  amounted  to  $109,828.40.  At 
that  date  both  breakwaters  had  been  completed  and  the  anchorage  had 
been  dredged  to  the  width  of  about  415  feet — ^9  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
tide  for  about  115  feet  and  12  feet  deep  for  the  remaining  width. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $8,596.36,  and 
operations  consisted  in  dredging  and  in  repair  of  the  breakwater  at 
Jerrys  Point,  The  work  of  dredging,  which  was  in  progress  nnder 
contract  at  the  close  of  tlie  last  fiscal  year,  was  completed  about  the 
middle  of  the  following  August.  The  total  quantity  of  material  removed 
was  about  51,993  cubic  yards,  by  which  the  anchorage  was  widened  about 
85  feet,  the  depth  being  made  12  feet  at  mean  low  tide.  The  repair  of 
the  breakwater  at  Jerrys  Point,  which  had  been  damaged  by  storms, 
was  commenced  under  contract  during  December,  1897.  The  work  is 
nearly  completed. 

There  is  no  commerce  belonging  to  this  harbor,  but  the  keeper  of  the 
life-saving  station  at  that  locality  has  reported  that  during  the  calendar 
year  1897  132  craft,  with  an  average  draft  of  7  feet,  entered  the  harbor, 
besides  a  large  number  of  fishing  boats. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $10,171.60 

Jnne  30, 1898,amoDnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 8,596.36 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 1,575.24 

July  1, 1898,  ontetandiug  liabilities $100.00 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 1, 277. 02 

1,877.02 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 198.22 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 25, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30,1900    12, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  witb  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civU  act  of  Jnne  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  A  17.) 

18.  Removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  navi- 
gation.— ^The  wreck  of  the  schooner  L,  Holway  just  below  Turners  Point, 
Millbridge,  Me.,  was  removed  to  a  small  cove  and  destroyed. 

The  wreck  of  the  schooner  Matilda  in  Deer  Island  Thoroughfare,. 
Maine,  was  in  progress  of  removal  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year. 

The  wreck  of  the  schooner  Nevada  in  Davis  Strait,  Maine,  was  re- 
moved during  the  year. 

(See  Appendix  A  18.) 

SURVEYS  MADE  IN  OOMPLIANGE  WITH   BIVEB   AND  HABBOB  ACT  OP 

JUNE  3,  1896. 

The  surveys  of  the  following  localities,  required  by  the  river  and  har- 
bor act  of  June  3, 1896,  were  made  by  the  local  engineer,  Maj.  R.  L. 
Hoxie,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  reports  thereon  submitted: 

1,  Union  River^  Maine^for  a  deeper  and  broader  channel, — Major  Hoxie 
submitted  report  of  survey  dated  October  22, 1897.  He  estimates  that 
$225,000  will  be  required  to  secure  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  6  feet 
deep  at  low  tide  through  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  through 
the  narrows  below  Ellsworth,  increasing  to  150  feet  in  width  in  front  of 
the  wharves  at  Ellsworth.  This  estimate  includes  the  construction  of 
a  jetty  and  training  wall  (the  latter  to  be  marked  with  three  rough 
stone  beacons),  built  to  the  height  of  6  feet  above  mean  high  water,  to 
preserve  the  cdiannel  over  the  bar  after  the  dredging  is  completed.   He 
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states,  however,  that  the  improvement  of  all  rivers  on  the  coast  of  Maine 
is  more  or  less  interfered  with  by  mill  refuse  thrown  into  them,  and 
invites  attention  to  the  necessity  for  fnrther  legislation  to  prevent  the 
deposit  of  mill  waste  and  other  refuse  in  these  rivers. 

The  division  engineer,  Col.  O.  L.  Gillespie,  Oorps  of  Engineers,  in 
transmitting  the  report,  stated  that — 

It  appeaTS  from  the  report  of  Colonel  Smith,  November  30, 1888,  Annual  Report, 
Chief  of  Eneineen,  for  1890,  Part  I,  page  458,  and  the  report  of  Colonel  Oamrell, 
Janaary  30, 1897,  that  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  channel  arise  chiefly 
from  slabs  and  other  mill  refnse  which  are  deposited,  in  part,  in  the  river  above  the 
head  of  navigation,  to  which  section  6  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  September  19, 
1890,  doee  not  apply.  As  these  deposits  in  the  higher  reaches  receive  year  by  year 
accamnlations  from  the  original  sonroes,  it  is  evident  that  improvements  which  may 
be  made  by  dredging  in  the  navigable  sections  below  Ellsworth  wUl  be  more  or  less 
sabject  to  deterioration  so  long  as  the  General  Government  fails  to  prevent  it  by 
adequate  legislation.  Additional  legislation  is  therefore  necessary  to  maintain  any 
channels  which  may  be  improved. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No.  124,  Fifty  fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  A 19.) 

2,  Survey  ofBagaduce  River ^  leading  up  to  Penohsoot  village^  Maine. — 
Major  Hoxie  submitted  report  dated  November  23, 1897.  Penobscot 
village  and  South  Penobscot  oonstitnte  the  town  of  Penobscot,  situate 
on  the  l^orthem  Bay  branch  of  Bagadnce  Kiver,  and  a  project  for 
improvement  of  this  locality  by  securing  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  6 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  from  Bridges  Point  to  Bowden's  wharf, 
South  Penobscot,  adopted  in  1890,  is  now  being  carried  out  by  the 
United  States.  The  cost  of  completing  this  project  is  now  estimated 
to  be  $52,187.30;  and  an  improvement  which  would  reach  Penobscot 
village  would  necessitate  a  duplicate  dredged  channel,  2,600  feet  in 
length,  extending  from  deep  water  across  intervening  mud  flats  to  the 
wharf,  at  a  cost  estimated  by  Major  Hoxie  to  be  $45,700. 

In  the  opinion  of  Major  Hoxie,  the  interests  of  commerce  involved 
will  not  justify  the  proposed  improvement  under  present  conditions; 
the  existing  project  provides  for  a  suitable  improvement  for  this  local- 
ity, and  any  further  expenditure  for  an  additional  channel  to  another 
point  In  the  same  town  is  not  justifiable.  His  views  were  concurred  in 
by  the  division  engineer,  Gol.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  Oorps  of  Engineers.  The 
report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc.  No.  144, 
Eilty-fifth  Oongress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  A  20.) 

DCPROVEBCENT  OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  EASTERN  MASSACHUSETTS. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Gol.  S.  M.  Mansfield,  Oorps  of  Engi- 
neers, having  under  his  immediate  orders  Mi^.  John  Stephen  Sewell, 
XT.  S.  Volunteers,  first  lieutenant,  Oorps  of  Engineers. 

i.  Newburypart  Harbor j  MaesaohtLsetU, — ^Newburyport,  Mass.,  is  situ- 
ated about  2^  miles  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  on  the  south  bank  of  the 
Merrimac  River.  The  mouth  of  the  river  is  obstructed  by  a  sandy  bar, 
over  which  originally  but  7  feet  draft  at  low  water  could  be  carried  in  a 
narrow,  shifting  channel. 

The  object  of  the  improvement  is  to  create  through  the  outer  bar  a 
channel  1,000  feet  wide  and  at  least  17  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water, 
so  that  vessels  may  cross  the  bar  and  find  a  harbor  at  any  stage  of 
the  tide  with  as  great  draft  as  can  reach  Newburyport  by  the  river  at 
high  tide. 

The  project  submitted  September  16, 1880,  proposed  two  converging 
mbblestone  jetties,  their  outer  ends  1,000  feet  apart  and  to  be  extended 
parallel  to  the  axis  of  the  channel  if  necessary,  and  the  protection  of 
the  besMoh  in  their  vicinity,  at  a  cost^  as  estimated  in  18S1)  ol  %3^)^AK^* 
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The  direction  of  jetties  and  shore  protection  were  modified  in  1883,  and 
in  1882  the  partial  closing  of  Plum  Island  Basin  with  a  timber  dike 
aboat  800  feet  long  and  5^  feet  above  mean  low  water  was  added  to 
the  project,  increasing  the  cost  to  $375,000,  as  estimated  in  1884. 

In  1884  a  modification  of  project  provided  for  extension  of  both  jet- 
ties parallel  to  the  axis  of  the  channel  for  a  distance  of  610  feet,  and 
in  1886  the  length  of  extension  was  increased  to  1,000  feet,  increasing 
the  cost  of  work,  as  estimated  in  1897,  $224,547.49. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  have  been  $313,500, 

The  total  expenditures  to  June  30,  1897,  were  $296,956.35,  and  at 
that  date  the  north  jetty  was  completed  for  a  total  length  of  2,705  feet 
and  the  south  jetty  for  1,540  feet. 

The  Plum  Island  Dike  was  817  feet  long,  5^  feet  high  above  mean 
low  water,  except  near  the  center,  where  a  weir  150  feet  long  and  2 
feet  above  mean  low  water  was  left  temporarily. 

The  sand  catch  in  rear  of  the  south  jetty  was  in  two  branches,  one 
480  feet  long  and  one  572  feet  long. 

Two  channels  of  almost  equal  width  and  10.5  feet  depth  at  mean 
low  water  existed  across  the  bar,  one  extending  to  the  southward 
along  the  shore  of  Plum  Island  and  the  other  to  the  eastward  normal 
to  the  bar. 

A  contract  was  in  force  for  the  delivery  of  13,000  tons  of  rubble- 
stone  in  extension  of  the  south  jetty,  which  delivery  was  completed 
December  30, 1897,  250  feet  of  the  parallel  section  of  the  south  jetty 
being  built. 

No  survey  of  the  bar  was  made  in  1898,  but  the  reports  of  local  pilots 
show  that  the  extension  of  the  south  jetty  has  resulted  in  closing  the 
southern  channel  along  Plum  Island  and  in  deflecting  the  ebb  currents 
over  the  bar  through  the  eastern  channel  in  the  location  proposed  by 
the  project  of  improvement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $16,643.65 

Jnne  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 14, 793. 42 

July  1, 1898, balance  unexpended 1,750.23 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 286, 047. 49 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endinj^  JiinoSO,  1900  100, 000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  B  1.) 

2.  Merrimac  River j  Massachusetts, — The  month  of  the  Merrimac  River 
is  15  miles  northwest  from  Gape  Ann,  Massachusetts.  Tide  water 
extends  np  it  a  distance  of  21  j  miles,  or  to  the  foot  of  the  Upper  Falls, 
1^  miles  above  Haverhill,  Mass. 

Seven  incorporated  cities  and  the  largest  mills  in  Kew  England  are 
directly  interested  iu  this  improvement. 

Before  improvement  the  channel  was  narrow  and  crooked  and  much 
obstructed  by  ledges,  bowlders,  and  shoals.  At  mean  low  water  vessels 
drawing  not  to  exceed  7  feet  could  enter  the  river  and  proceed  to  South 
Amesbury,  9  miles  from  the  mouth. 

The  rise  or  fall  of  the  tide  at  the  mouth  is  7.7  feet;  at  Haverhill  ' 
Bridge^-4.6  feet. 

The  project  originally  adopted  in  1870,  as  modified  in  1874,  provides 

for  a  channel  with  the  following  depths  at  ordinary  high-water  stages 

of  the  river:  From  the  mouth  to  Deer  Island  Bridge,  5  miles,  16A  feet; 

thence  to  Haverhill  Bridge,  12i  miles,  12  feet;  thence  to  the  foot  of 

Mitchells  F^Ub,  Hazeltdne  Eapids,  1^  miles,  10  i^\,\  tJEieao^  t^^itou^gti 


SIYEB  AND  HARBOB  IMPROVEMENTS.  55 

Mitchells  Falls  to  the  head  of  the  Upper  Falls,  2^  miles,  not  less  than 
4}  feet  when  the  mill  water  at  Lawrence  is  runniug. 

This  revised  project  was  estimated  to  cost  $147,000. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  are  $247,366.72. 

The  expenditare  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $246,060.67. 

The  excess  of  expenditure  over  the  estimate  is  due  to  the  removal  of 
rocks  and  other  obstructions  that  were  unknown  and  removal  not  con- 
templated when  the  estimate  was  made,  and  by  the  expense  of  neces- 
sary surveys  and  examinations  not  provided  for  in  the  estimate. 

On  June  30, 1894,  the  project  for  the  improvement  of  the  riv6r  was 
completed. 

The  act  of  Angust  18, 1894,  provided  for  a  resurvey  of  the  river,  with 
a  view  of  obtaining  a  depth  up  to  Haverhill  equal  to  that  over  the  bar 
at  Newburyport.  The  report  on  this  survey  is  published  as  House  Doc. 
No.  168,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  first  session,  and  in  Annual  Eeport, 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1896,  page  616. 

On  May  5, 1897,  an  estimate  was  submitted  of  cost  of  obtaining  a 
channel  150  feet  wide  and  7  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  New- 
buiyport  to  Haverhill,  in  accordance  with  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
Jane  3, 1896.  This  estimate  was  published  as  House  Doc.  No.  52,  Fifby- 
fifth  Congress,  first  session,  and  also  in  Annual  Report,  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers, 1897,  page  865. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  appropriated  $5,000  for  the 
removal  of  certain  rocks  below  Bocks  Bridge,  and  the  channel  has  been 
cleared  of  these  obstructing  bowlders.  The  commerce  involved  in  this 
improvement  consists  of  supplies  of  coal,  lumber,  etc.,  for  cities  and 
towns  situated  on  its  banks  to  the  head  of  navigation.  No  definite 
statement  of  the  amount  and  value  thereof  can  be  given. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $1,306.06 

Jane  90, 1896,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,160.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended ^ 146.05 

(See  Appendix  B  2.) 

3.  Pawow  Biver,  Massachusetts. — ^Powow  Kiver  is  a  tributary  of  the 
Merrimac  Biver,  into  which  it  enters  from  the  north  about  3^  miles 
above  Newburyport. 

From  its  mouth  tide  water  extends  9,600  feet  in  a  narrow,  crooked 
diiannd,  not  navigable  at  low  water. 

The  project  proposed  for  its  improvement  is  to  dredge  a  channel 
9,600  feet  long,  60  feet  wide,  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  high  water, 
estimated  to  cost  $100,000  in  1897. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  have  been  $39,000. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $38,876.07. 

At  that  date  the  improved  channel  was  12  feet  deep  at  mean  high 
water,  45  feet  wide  for  3,252  feet  from  its  upper  end,  and  at  least  30  feet 
wide  throughout  its  full  projected  length. 

No  operations  were  in  progress  during  the  fiscal  year,  and  at  the 
date  of  this  report  the  condition  of  the  improvement  is  the  same  as 
on  June  30, 1897. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $123.93 

Jane  90, 189i3y  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 106.25 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 17.68 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 61, 000. 00 
Amountthatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  .voareudiug .)  uni*  30, 1900    20,  Q{)0. 00 
Sobmltted  in  compliance  with  reqnireuiente  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oivil  act  of  June  4,  ISiH. 

fSee  Jippendix  B  3^) 
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4.  Essex  EiveTj  Massachusetts, — Ess^ex  River  empties  into  Xpswich  Bay 
about  3  miles  southeast  of  the  mouth  of  Ipswich  River,  Massachusetts. 
It  is  navigable  at  high  water  to  the  wharves  in  the  town  of  Essex,  a 
distance  of  6  miles,  but  no  navigable  low-water  channel  exists  for 
12,000  feet  below  the  town  wharves. 

The  mean  rise  or  fall  of  the  tide  is  8.8  feet. 

The  object  of  the  improvement  is  to  widen  and  deepen  the  natural 
channel  of  the  river. 

The  project  for  improvement  was  submitted  May  16, 1891,  and  pro- 
X>osed  a  channel  60  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  to  the 
wharves  at  Essex,  estimated  to  cost  $25,000. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  have  been  (15,000. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $9,711.39. 

At  that  date  the  channel  had  been  dredged  to  its  full  projected  depth, 
and  at  least  25  feet  wide  to  the  drawbridge  at  Essex. 

On  July  13,  1897,  a  contract  was  entered  into  for  dredging  14,000 
cubic  yards  from  the  channel,  in  continuation  of  the  improvement. 

Operations  under  this  contract  were  commenced  October  14, 1897, 
and  completed  December  22, 1897,  and  at  the  date  of  this  report  the 
channel  is  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  of  full  projected  width  of  60 
feet  for  4,000  feet  below  the  drawbridge,  and  at  least  25  feet  wide  for 
the  remaining  distance  below  that  bridge. 

July  1, 1897y  balance  nnexpended $5,288.61 

June  30, 1^8,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5, 012. 38 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 276.22 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project ^     10, 000. 00 

Araonntthatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  yearenclmg  June30, 1900    10, 000, 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
barbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  B  4.) 

5.  Harbor  of  refuge^  Sandy  Bay^  (Jape  Ann^  Massachusetts. — Sandy 
Bay  is  situated  at  the  northeastern  extremity  of  Cape  Ann,  Massa- 
chusetts. It  is  about  2f  miles  by  2  miles  in  area,  and  is  fully  protected 
on  the  west  and  south  by  high  hills,  but  fronts  the  northeast,  and  is 
open  to  the  full  effects  of  easterly  and  northeasterly  gales. 

The  proposed  improvement  contemplates  the  construction  of  a  na- 
tional harbor  of  refuge  of  the  first  class.  The  anchorage  covered  by 
the  breakwater  will  contain  1,377  acres. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  improvement  is  (5,000,000.  The  original 
project  of  1884  proposed  to  build  only  the  substructure  of  the  break- 
water of  rubblestone.  The  present  project,  approved  March  17,  1892, 
proposes  to  build  the  entire  breakwater  of  rubblestone,  the  portion 
below  low  water  to  be  built  of  stone  of  less  than  4  tons  weight,  the 
upper  portion  of  stone  averaging  6  tons  weight. 

The  plan  of  the  bay  showing  the  proposed  breakwater  was  published 
in  the  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Ghief  of  Engineers  for  1892,  page  564. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  have  been  $900,000. 

The  expenditure  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $723,485.25. 

Operations  were  in  progress  during  the  fiscal  year,  under  two  con- 
tracts, for  the  deposit  of  small  stone  in  the  breakwater,  under  which 
140,945  tons  was  delivered ;  1,064,277  tons  of  small  stone  and  13,448 
tons  of  large  stone  have  been  deposited  in  the  breakwater  to  date. 

Ko  serviceable  sheltered  anchorage  has  as  yet  been  secured  by  these 
operations. 
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The  completed  seetion  of  the  breakwater  was  damaged  by  a  severe 
storm  which  visited  the  coast  aboat  February  1, 1898. 

At  the  date  of  this  report  600  ranging  feet  of  the  breakwater  is 
completed  to  aboat  high  water;  2,400  feet  s^ditional  is  practically  com- 
pleted to  low  water,  and  for  a  farther  length  of  1,600  feet  the  mound  is 
at  least  40  feet  wide  on  top  and  up  to  22  feet  below  low  water. 

The  entire  commerce  of  New  England  is  directly  interested  in  this 
improvement. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  noezpended $176,514.75 

Jane  90, 1^,  amoont  expended  daring  fiscal  year 103,  S22. 29 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 72,692.46 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities $18,849.04 

Joly  1,  1898.  amount  ooyered  by  uncompleted  contracts 40,036.32 

68,885.36 

July  1,  1896,  balance  available 13, 807. 10 

f  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 4, 100, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 
SO,  1900 ; 250,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
haxbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,0897. 

(See  Appendix  B  5.) 

6,  Harbor  at  Oloucester^  Massachusetts, — Oloncester  Harbor,  an  impor- 
tant  center  for  the  fishing  fleet  of  New  England,  is  about  20  miles  north 
of  Boston.  Its  inner  harbor  was  originally  obstructed  by  sunken  rocks 
and  shoals,  and  the  approaches  to  the  wharves  were  shallow,  varying 
from  1  to  12  feet.    The  oater  harbor  was  open  to  all  southerly  gales. 

The  project  of  1871  proposed  the  removal  of  certain  bowlders  from 
the  inner  harbor  and  the  construction  of  a  breakwater  from  Eastern 
Point  over  Dog  Bar  to  Bound  Bock  Shoal. 

The  project  of  1884  provided  for  two  breakwaters  at  the  entrance  of 
Gloocester  Harbor,  one  to  cost  $752,000,  on  essentially  the  same  site  as 
tiiat  proposed  in  1871,  and  a  supplementary  one,  through  Normans  Woe 
Bock,  to  cost  $007,000. 

In  the  annual  rex>ort  for  this  harbor  for  1887  a  general  project  for  its 
improvement  was  submitted,  based  on  the  survey  provided  for  by  the 
act  approved  August  5, 1886.  This  project  proposed  to  remove  from 
the  inner  harbor  101^  cubic  yards  of  rock  known  to  exist,  and  to  dredge 
216,000  cubic  yards,  scow  measurement,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $t>5,0(H), 
and  to  construct  the  breakwater  recommended  in  the  project  of  1884, 
that  extends  from  Eastern  Point  to  Bound  Bock  Shoal,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $752,000.  In  1897  the  form  of  breakwater  was  modified  and 
cost  reduced  to  $733,121.18. 

On  May  5, 1897,  a  project  was  submitted,  in  accordance  with  the  river 
and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  for  the  removal  of  a  pinnacle  rock  in 
the  outer  harbor  to  a  least  depth  of  16  fifeet  below  mean  low  water,  and 
rocks  off  the  Ferry  Landing  at  Bocky  Neck  to  a  level  of  the  surrounding 
bottom. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  are  $154,000. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $134,385.68. 

The  condition  of  the  improvement  June  30, 1897,  was  as  follows: 

Clam  Bock  had  been  reduced  from  1  foot  to  94  feet  at  mean  low  water; 
Pinnacle  Bock  from  8 J  to  16^  feet,  mean  low  water ;  rock  oil'  Pew's  wharf 
from  2  to  5  feet,  mean  low  water ;  rocks  off  J.  Friend's  wharf  from  13  to 
17  feety  meatf  low  water,    AU  of  the  above  rocks  were  reduced  to  the 
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level  of  the  surroundiDg  bottom.  Babsons  Ledge  had  been  reduced 
from  11  to  14  feet,  mean  low  water.  All  the  proposed  dredging  had 
been  done  and  the  construction  of  the  breakwater  from  Eastern  Point 
to  Bound  Bock  Shoal  was  in  progress;  74,468  tons  of  rnbblestone  had 
been  deposited  in  the  breakwater,  and  about  1,100  feet  of  the  sub- 
structure had  been  completed. 

The  movement  of  the  vessels  in  the  inner  harbor  had  been  greatly 
facilitated,  but  no  benefit  had  been  derived  from  work  on  the  breakwater, 
as  no  sheltered  anchorage  had  been  obtained. 

During  the  fiscal  year  operations  were  continued  under  the  contract  of 
October  12, 1896,  and  it  was  satisfactorily  completed  April  5, 1898. 

On  July  6, 1897,  a  contract  was  entered  into  for  the  removal  of  105 
cubic  yards  of  ledge  under  the  project  of  May  5, 1897,  and  completed 
August  19, 1897. 

The  work  in  its  present  stage  has  greatly  benefited  the  fishing 
industry,  and  its  completion  will  ftirnish  much-needed  sheltered 
anchorage  in  this  important  harbor. 

A  line  of  passenger  and  freight  steamers  is  operated  continuously 
throughout  the  year,  and  other  commerce  exists  in  the  form  of  imports 
of  salt,  coal,  lumber,  etc. 

The  estimated  value  of  this  commerce  is  $5,000,000  annually. 

July  1. 1897,  balance  unexpended.... $19,614.32 

Jane  90, 1898,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 18, 783. 38 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 830.94 

{Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 624,083.43 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  JuneSO,  1900  100, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  snndiy  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  B  6.) 

7.  Harbor  at  Manchester^  Massachusetts. — ^Manchester  Harbor  Is  situ- 
ated about  5^  miles  northeast  from  the  entrance  of  Salem  Harbor, 
Massachusetts. 

The  channel  was  100  feet  wide  and  6^  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water 
up  to  Proctors  Point.  It  then  shoaled  rapidly  to  a  depth  of  1^  feet  at 
"The  Narrows,"  1,400  feet  from  Proctors  Point,  and  for  a  farther  dis- 
tance of  2,500  feet  to  the  town  wharves  no  low-water  channel  existed. 

The  ori^nal  project,  that  of  1887,  proposed  to  dredge  a  channel  60 
feet  wide,  4,000  feet  long,  and  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  Proc- 
tors Point  to  the  town  wharves,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $14,300. 

A  chart  of  the  harbor  was  published  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1888,  Part  I,  page  466. 

A  survey  in  accordance  with  act  of  June  3, 1896,  was  made  in  August, 
1896,  and  on  April  7, 1897,  a  project  was  submitted.  The  estimated 
cost  of  the  project  is  $139,966.09.  The  report  was  printed  in  House 
Doc.  No.  29,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  first  session ;  idso  in  Annual  Eeport, 
Chief  of  Engineers,  1897,  page  866. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  have  been  $14,30.0. 

The  expenditure  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $14,246.96,  and  the  improve- 
ment was  essentially  completed.  The  channel  was  60  feet  wide,  4  feet 
deep,  and  4,000  feet  long;  opposite  the  town  wharf  it  was  80  feet  wide. 

On  June  30, 1897,  a  project  for  a  less  extensive  improvement  than 
that  proposed  in  the  project  of  April  7, 1897,  was  submitted,  and  was 
estimated  to  cost  $25,000.    (Annual  Report,  1897,  p.  869.) 

No  other  operations  were  in  progress  during  the  fiscal  year. 

The  commerce  involved  in  this  improvement  cousi&tA  of  ^up^lieaof 
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ooal,  lamber,  etc.,  for  local  consamption.  The  improvement  in  its 
present  condition  has  greatly  feu^ilitated  the  approach  of  vessels  to  the 
town  wharves. 

The  value  of  the  commerce  involved  is  approximately  930,000 
annually. 

Jnly  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $53.04 

June  90, 1886,  amoont  expended  daring  fieoal  year 63.04 

(See  Appendix  B  7.) 

8.  Harbor  at  Lynn^  Massachusetts, — Lynn  Harbor  is  situated  9  miles 
northeast  from  Boston.  It  is  approximately  1  by  2  miles  in  extent,  of 
which  the  greater  part  is  dry  at  low  tide. 

It  is  protected  on  the  north  and  west  by  the  mainland,  on  the  east 
by  Nahant  Beach,  and  its  entrance,  2  miles  wide,  into  Massachusetts 
Bay  is  on  the  south  side. 

Before  improvement  three  narrow  and  crooked  channels  of  approach 
to  the  wharves  existed,  in  each  of  which  there  was  about  6  feet  depth 
at  mean  low  water.    The  mean  rise  or  fall  of  the  tide  is  9.3  feet. 

The  western  channel  leads  to  the  Point  of  Pines  and  the  mouth  of 
the  Saugus  Biver.  The  main  ship  channel  is  entered  between  White 
and  Lobster  rocks  and  connects  about  3,600  feet  northward  with  the 
Black  Bock  Ghannel,  which  is  the  most  eastern,  near  Nahant  Beach. 

The  original  project,  that  of  1894,  for  the  improvement  proposed  to 
excavate  a  channel  3,610  feet  long,  200  feet  wide,  and  10  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water  from  a  point  near  and  east  of  White  Bocks  to  deep 
water,  opposite  Little  Nahant,  and  a  channel  6,450  feet  long,  200  feet 
wide,  and  10  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  from  deep  water,  opposite 
Sand  Point,  to  the  harbor  commissioner's  line,  and  a  training  wall  about 
6,000  feet  long,  to  start  from  the  shore  line  at  Little  Nahant  and  to 
cross  Black-  £^k  Ghannel,  its  outer  portion  to  be  parallel  to  the  outer 
improved  channel,  its  purpose  being  to  aid  in  keeping  the  outer  channel 
open. 

The  cost  of  this  project  was  estimated  to  be  $145,000,  increased  in 
1985  to  9157,000. 

A  plan  of  the  harbor,  showing  the  projected  improvement,  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers  for  1884,  Part  I, 
page  532. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  11, 1888,  authorized  the  extension 
of  the  main  ship  channel  400  feet  within  the  harbor  line,  and  the  exca- 
vation at  its  inner  end  of  a  basin  500  by  300  feet  in  area,  10  feet  deep 
at  mean  low  Water,  increasing  total  cost  of  improvement  to  $182,000. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June 
3, 1896,  a  survey  of  this  harbor  was  made  in  October,  1896,  "  with  a 
view  to  securing  a  channel  300  feet  wide  and  15  feet  deep  at  low  water," 
and  in  1897  a  project  was  submitted  estimating  cost  of  work  to  be 
$441,813.07.  The  report  of  this  survey  is  published  in  House  Doc. 
No.  28,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  first  session;  also  in  Annual  Report,  1897, 
page  872. 

The  total  appropriations  for  this  work  to  date  have  been  $128,500. 

The  total  expenditures  to  June  30,  1897,  were  $103,650.05  on  the 
project,  and  $5,000  on  the  western  or  Saugus  River  Channel,  and  at  that 
date  the  outer  channel  and  basin  were  finished;  the  inner  channel  was 
completed  for  4,100  feet  at  its  southern  end,  and  the  remainder  is  150 
feet  wide;  the  western  or  Saugus  River  Channel  of  4,000  feet  length, 
150  feet  wide,  8  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water. 

A  contract  for  dredging  40,000  cubic  yards  from  inner  main  ship 
channel  was  finished  during  the  &scal  year^  and  at  the  date  of  tYv\^ 
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report  the  project  of  improvement  is  completed,  excepting  the  training 
wall,  the  necessity  for  which  is  not  apparent. 

The  commerce  involved  in  the  improvement  consists  of  coal,  Inmber, 
and  other  domestic  and  manufacturing  supplies,  and  the  improvement 
has  enabled  them  to  be  brought  in  large  vessels,  thereby  reducing 
freights  and  costs. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  onexpended $19,849.95 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 12, 444. 15 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended,  n 7,405.80 

(See  Appendix  B  8.) 

9.  Mystic  and  Maiden  riversj  Ma^sa^chusetts. — ^Mystic  Eiver  empties 
into  the  inner  harbor  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  extends  from  the  navy-yard 
to  the  town'of  Medford,  a  distance  of  about  4^  miles.  Maiden  Eiver  is 
about  2  miles  long  from  the  town  of  Maiden  to  its  junction  with  Mystic 
Eiver,  about  3  mUes  above  the  navy-yard. 

Originally  Mystic  Eiver  had  no  navigable  low-water  channel.  A 
proje(!t  for  its  improvement  was  submitted  May  9, 1891.  It  proposed 
to  widen  and  deepen  the  natural  channel  of  the  river  so  that  it  should 
be  100  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  to  the  first  turn 
above  Denning's  wharf,  and  thence  to  the  head  of  navigation  4  feet 
deep,  with  the  width  gradually  reduced  to  50  feet  at  Graddock's  bridge. 
The  cost  of  this  improvement  was  estimated  to  be  $25,000. 

Originally  in  Maiden  Eiver  there  was  a  narrow  and  exceedingly 
crooked  channel  with  a  navigable  depth  of  barely  7  feet  at  mean  high 
water.  The  rise  of  the  tide  is  9.8  feet.  The  original  project  for  its 
improvement,  proposed  December  1, 1880,  contemplated  the  excavation 
of  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  high  water  up  to 
the  second  drawbridge,  with  two  cut-offs,  one  east  of  the  island,  near 
the  junction  of  the  Maiden  and  Mystic  rivers,  and  the  other  through  the 
marsh  land  about  half  a  mile  above:  estimated  cost,  $35,000.  This 
project,  as  modified  in  1882,  proposed  to  make  the  natural  channel 
100  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  high  water  to  the  first  bridge, 
and  thence  75  feet  wide  to  the  second  bridge;  estimated  cost,  $40,000. 
This  estimate  was  increased  to  $47,000  in  1884.  (Annual  Eeport,  1884, 
p.  651.) 

Ten  thousand  dollars,  appropriated  for  this  work  by  the  act  of  1882, 
was  expended  (1883-84)  in  making  the  channel  from  the  mouth  to  the 
drawbridge  in  Maiden,  a  distance  of  1^  miles,  at  least  50  feet  wide  (70 
feet  at  turns)  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  high  water. 

On  November  1, 1890,  a  project  was  submitted  for  the  improvement 
of  this  river  in  conjunction  with  Mystic  Eiver.  This  project  proposed 
the  con^pletion  of  the  project  of  1882,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $37,000. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date,  under  present  approved  projects, 
have  been  $30,000. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  under  the  present  projects  were 
$20,117.08,  and  at  that  date  the  improved  channel  in  Mystic  Eiver  was 
6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  100  feet  wide  to  the  first  turn  above 
Denning's  wharf,  and  for  a  distance  of  1,500  feet  above  this  turn  4  feet 
deep  and  at  least  50  feet  wide;  and  the  channel  in  Maiden  Eiver  was 
at  least  75  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  high  water  to  the  first 
bridge.  The  navigation  of  both  rivers  had  been  greatly  facilitated  by 
the  improvement 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  operations  were  in  progress  under 
a  contract  dated  October  19,  1896,  for  dredging  26,000  cubic  yards, 
more  or  less^  of  material  from  these  rivers,  at  34^  cents  per  cubic  yard; 
^Hus  work  WAS  completed  December  4, 1897. 
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At  tbe  date  of  this  report  the  improved  channel  in  Mystic  Biver  is 
completed  to  full  projected  depth  and  width  from  the  month  to  5,200 
feet  above  Denning's  wharf;  and  the  improved  channel  in  Maiden  Biver 
is  completed  to  the  fnll  projected  depth  and  width  np  to  the  first  bridge. 
Nothing  has  been  done  above  this  bridge. 

The  commerce  involved  in  this  improvement  is  for  the  cities  of 
Charlestown  and  Medford  on  the  Mystic  Biver,  and  the  city  of  Maiden 
on  the  Maiden  Biver. 

To  complete  the  improvement  of  Mystic  Biver  wonld  require  an 
appropriation  of  $10,000,  and  of  Maiden  Biver  $22,000,  a  total  of  $32,000. 

Jaly  1,  1897,  balance  nnexpended $9,S82.92 

Jane  20, 189^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 9,856.00 

July  ly  1898,  balance  unexpended 26.92 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  oompletion  of  existing  project 32, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  benrotitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endine^  June  30, 1900    15, 000, 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oivil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  B  9.) 

10.  Harbor  at  Boston^  Mass. — ^Boston  Harbor  consists  essentially  of  an 
inner  and  onter  barbor  united  by  a  deep  waterway,  and  each  accessible 
from  the  sea  by  a  distinct  channel,  widening  into  a  deep  and  spacious 
roadstead. 

(1)  Inner  harbor. — ^This  harboi^  lies  to  the  north  and  westward  of 
Long  Island,  and  has  deep  water  and  good  anchorage  in  the  President 
Soads,  seaward  of  Lower  Middle  Bar,  and  also  near  the  city  westward 
of  Upper  Middle  Bar. 

Four  rivers  discharge  their  waters  into  the  basin — ^the  Gharles, 
Mystic,  and  Ohelsea  rivers  from  the  north,  and  the  Neponset  from  the 
Boath.    The  direct  entrance  from  the  sea  is  by  Broad  Bound. 

{2)  Outer  harbor, — ^This  harbor  lies  to  tbe  southward  of  Long  Island, 
and  has  a  fine  anchorage  in  Nantasket  Beads  as  well  as  in  Hiugham 
Bay,  a  well-sheltered  harbor  southeast  of  Paddocks  Island.  It  con- 
nects with  the  inner  harbor  by  the  main  ship  channel,  through  the 
l^arrows,  and  by  secondary  channels  east  and  west  of  Long  Island. 
It  is  reached  from  the  sea  by  Nantasket  Beads,  which  lie  south  of 
Georges  and  Great  Brewster  islands,  and  is  marked  at  the  sea  entrance 
by  Boston  Light. 

Weymouth  and  Weir  rivers  empty  into  the  outer  harbor. 

Both  the  inner  and  outer  harbors  are  subdivided  into  several  minor 
harbors,  and  contain  many  islands  which  shelter  the  anchorages  from 
winds  and  storm  waves. 

The  range  of  the  tide  at  the  navy-yard  is  9.8  feet,  and  at  the  entrance 
to  the  outer  harbor  9.4  feet.  A  sketch  of  the  harbor  was  printed  in 
the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  the  year  1888,  page  454. 

The  object  of  the  improvement  is,  first,  to  preserve  the  harbor  by 
protecting  the  islands  and  headlands;  and,  second,  to  improve  it  by 
widening,  deepening,  and  straightening  the  channels. 

The  works  of  preservation  consist  of  sea  walls,  aprons,  jetties,  etc., 
which  protect  the  shores  of  the  islands  and  headlaiids,  prevent  addi- 
tional wash  into  the  channels,  control  the  tidal  scour,  and  preserve 
the  full  height  of  anchorage  shelter  for  vessels  in  the  roadsteads. 

The  works  of  improvement  have  been  by  dredging  and  blasting. 

The  total  appropriations  from  1825  to  date  have  been  $3,274,276.10. 

The  total  expenditure  to  June  30, 1897  (not  including  outstanding 
liabiUties),  was  $2,730,065.74. 

Works  of  preservation. — ^The  location  and  details  of  these  works  are 
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given  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1895,  pages 
621  and  622. 

With  the  exception  of  the  sea  walls  at  Deer  Island,  they  were  all  in 
fair  order,  and  no  work  has  been  done  on  them  during  the  fiscal  year. 

During  the  year  repairs  have  been  made  to  about  228  running  feet 
of  wall. 

Works  of  improvement. — ^The  works  of  improvement  have  been  by 
dredging  and  blasting,  by  which  means  many  dangerous  rocks  and 
shoals  have  been  removed  and  the  main  ship  channel  enlarged  from 
100  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  so  that  on  June  30, 
1897,  it  was  at  least  625  feet  wide  and  23  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water 
throughout,  and  the  lower  main  ship  channel  to  President  Roads  was 
27  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  1,000  feet  wide  from  the  entrance  (near 
the  outer  light)  to  Bug  Light,  and  in  the  Narrows  800  feet  wide  to  the 
passage  between  Oeorges  and  Gallops  islands,  where  it  was  at  least 
550  feet  wide;  but  the  free  use  of  this  27-foot*channel  was  restricted  by 
reason  of  ledges  uncovered  by  the  dredging. 

The  followiDg  tributary  channels  have  also  been  improved,  and  their 
condition  on  June  30, 1897,  was  as  follows: 

a.  Charles  River. — ^The  natural  channel  of  this  river  has  been  widened, 
straightened,  and  deepened,  so  that  from  its  mouth  to  Western  Avenue 
Bridge,  a  distance  of  4^  miles,  the  channel  has  a  width  of  200  feet  and 
a  depth  of  7  feet  at  mean  low  water.  Thence  to  Arsenal  Street  Bridge,  2^ 
miles,  the  channel  has  a  least  width  of  80  feet  and  a  least  depth  of  6  feet. 

By  the  act  of  September  19,  1890,  $20,000  was  appropriated  for  the 
improvement  of  Charles  Eiver,  provided  ^'  that  the  draws  in  the  Arsenal 
Street  and  Market  Street  bridges  shall  be  made  to  conform  to  the  pro- 
jected channel  without  cost  to  the  United  States."  This  sum  still 
remains  un^pended  because  the  Market  Street  Bridge  has  not  been 
remodeled. 

h.  Fort  Point  Channel. — ^This  important  branch  of  the  main  ship  chan- 
nel had  a  least  depth  of  12  feet  at  its  entrance,  and  the  channel  was 
narrow  and  crooked. 

The  project  for  its  improvement  was  submitted  January  27, 1885.  It 
proposed  the  excavation  of  a  channel  175  feet  wide  and  23  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water  from  the  entrance  to  near  Federal  Street  Bridge,  a  dis- 
tance of  4,100  feet,  and  was  estimated  to  cost  $100,000;  the  railroad 
bridge  to  be  reconstructed  at  the  expense  of  the  owners.  It  has  been 
widened  to  175  feet  and  deepened  to  23  feet  at  mean  low  water  from  its 
mouth  to  Congress  Street  Bridge,  a  distance  of  1,900  feet. 

The  project  can  not  be  completed  until  the  railroad  bridge  shall  have 
been  reconstructed. 

0.  NaniasJcet  Bea^h  Channel. — This  channel  was  originally  about  50 
feet  wide  and  8  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water.  It  is  now  150  feet  wide 
and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water. 

d.  Channel  below  Nixs  Mate  and  Long  Island. — ^This  channel  had  origi- 
nally 4^  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water.  A  cut  has  been  made  through 
the  bar  300  feet  wide,  15  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water. 

e.  Broad  Sound. — ^An  obstruction  called  Barrel  Bock  was  removed  in 
1869. 

/.  Jeffreys  Point  Channel. — ^This  channel  is  an  extension  of  the  main 
ship  channel  from  near  Orand  Junction  Wharf  (East  Boston)  toward 
Jeffreys  Point.  It  is  now  400  feet  wide  from  Grand  Junction  Wharf  to 
just  east  of  Simpson's  patent  dry  docks,  and  18  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water,  thence  gradually  narrowing  to  250  feet,  and  decreasing  in  depth 
of  wat^r  to  15  feet  at  mean  low  water  at  a  junction  with  the  same  depth 
off  Jeffreys  Point, 
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g.  OheUea  Greek. — ^This  tributary  empties  into  the  apper  part  of  Bos- 
toD  inner  harbor  and  lies  between  East  Boston  and  the  city  of  Chelsea. 
It  had  originally  but  14  feet  at  mean  high  water  in  a  narrow  channel 
Yeiy  difficnlt  of  navigation.  The  project  of  improvement  proposed  to 
dredge  a  channel  150  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep  at  mean  high  water  to 
the  head  of  navigation.  At  the  date  of  this  report  the  channel  is  14 
feet  deep  at  mean  high  water,  at  least  35  feet  wide,  and  of  greatly 
increased  width  at  turns. 

No  operations  have  been  in  progress  in  any  of  these  tributary  chan- 
nels during  the  fiscal  year. 

Under  the  project  of  1867  there  remains  to  be  appropriated  for  com- 
pletion of  sea  walls  of  Point  Allerton,  Georges  Islaud,  and  Governors 
Island  $112,000,  and  for  completion  of  improvement  of  subsidiary  chan- 
nels of  Charles  River,  Fort  Point,  and  Chelsea  Creek  $165,500,  making 
a  total  of  $277,500.  Work  remaining  to  be  done  under  the  project  of 
1867  is  not  included  in  the  project  of  1892  or  covered  by  the  continuing 
eon  tract  authorized  by  the  act  of  June  3, 1896. 

On  June  30, 1896,  operations  were  in  progress  under  a  contract  to 
remove  8,772  cubic  yards  of  ledge  from  the  main  ship  channel,  and 
during  the  fiscal  year  2,351  cubic  yards  was  removed,  a  total  of  8,772 
enbic  yards  removed  under  the  contract. 

At  the  date  of  this  report  the  full  width  of  the  27-foot  channel  has 
been  cleared  of  ledges  by  these  operations. 

The  act  of  June  3, 1896,  provides  as  follows: 

Improving  harbor  at  Boston,  Massachusetts:  ContinniDg  ImproYemeDt,  seyenty 
thousand  dollars :  Provided,  That  this  sum  may,  in  the  disoretion  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  be  osed  in  the  preservation  and  improvement  of  said  harbor,  including  the 
project  for  improving  the  main  ship  channel,  and  that  seven  thousand  dollars  of 
this  sum  may,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  be  used  in  improvinc^  Chel- 
•OA  Creek,  and  so  mnch  thereof  as  the  Secretary  of  War  in  his  discretion  shalldirect 
to  be  expended  for  the  protection  of  Great  Head,  Winthrop,  to  prevent  the  further 
washing  away  by  the  action  of  the  sea:  Provided,  That  contracts  may  be  entered 
into  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  such  materials  and  work  as  may  be  necessary  to 
carry  oat  the  revised  project  of  August  eleventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-two, 
•nch  contracts  to  provide  that  said  ship  channel  shall  be  widened  to  a  minimum 
width  of  one  thousand  feet  and  a  minimum  depth  of  twenty-seven  feet,  to  be  paid 
for  as  appropriations  may  from  time  to  time  be  made  by  laV,  in  the  aggregate  not  to 
exceed  one  million  one  hundred  and  forty-five  thousand  dollars,  exclusive  of  amount 
bsrein  and  heretofore  appropriated. 

On  February  11, 1897^  a  contract  was  entered  into  to  dredge  2,910,718 
cubic  yards,  more  or  less,  from  the  main  ship  channel  in  completion  of 
the  dredging  item  of  the  project  of  August  11, 1892. 

Operations  under  this  contact  were  commenced  on  October  25, 1897, 
and  during  the  fiscal  year  479,308j^  cubic  yards  of  material  was  dredged 
from  the  lower  main  ship  channel  in  the  Narrows,  resulting  in  widening 
the  27-foot  channel  in  the  Narrows  from  550  feet  to  640  feet. 

Further  contracts  for  ledge  excavation  will  be  made  as  soon  as  the 
rock  is  uncovered. 

The  upx)er  main  ship  channel  is,  at  the  date  of  this  rei>ort;  in  the 
same  condition  as  on  June  30, 1897. 

PROJECT  OF  1867. 

J11I7I,  1897,  balance  unexpended $99,253.71 

Jane  30, 1888,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 52, 743. 35 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 46,510.36 

{Amoaot  (estimated)  required  for  oompletiou  of  existing  project 277, 500. 00 
Amounttnatcanbenrofitabl^y  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  100, 000. 00 
Sabmitted  in  compliance  with  re(]uirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  snndij  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 
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PROJECT  OF  1892. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $444,956.65 

Amount  appropriated  by  sundry  ciyil  act  approved  July  1, 1898 250, 000. 00 

694, 956. 65 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 58,272.81 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 636;  683. 84 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $32,738.08 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 425, 158. 17 

■ 457,896.26 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 163, 750. 78 
Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J une  30, 1900  163^  750. 78 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  oi  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  B  10.) 

Ih  Town  Biver^  MMsachusetts, — Town  Biver  is  a  small  tidal  river 
debouching  into  Weymouth  Fore  Biver,  and  lies  within  the  limits  of 
the  city  of  Quincy.  It  is  about  1^  miles  long  from  its  mouth  at  Quincy 
Point  to  the  upper  wharves  of  the  city. 

The  upper  half  of  the  river  (three  fourths  of  a  mile)  haa  a  very  nar- 
row and  crooked  channel,  carrying  about  1^  feet  of  water  at  low  tide. 

The  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  river,  submitted  December 
31, 1890,  proposed  to  dredge  a  channel  4,500  feet  long,  100  feet  wide, 
and  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  to  the  head  of  navigation,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $20,000,  increased  in  1897  to  $25,000. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  have  been  $1,0,000. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $105.72. 

At  that  date  no  appreciable  improvement  had  been  secured  under  the 
project,  but  operations  were  in  progress  under  a  contract  dated  Octo- 
ber 15, 1896,  to  dredge  33,000  cubic  yards  of  material  from  the  river, 
which  was  completed  September  4, 1897. 

At  the  date  of  this  report  the  improved  channel  is  4  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water,  50  feet  wide  for  a  length  of  3,500  feet,  and  30  feet  wide 
for  a  farther  length  of  800  feet. 

The  commerce  involved  in  the  improvemeut  of  this  river  consists  of 
coal,  lumber,  etc.,  for  the  city  of  Quincy,  and  the  output  of  the  Quincy 
granite  quarries  shipped  by  water.  The  value  of  this  commerce 
annually  will  approximate  $200,000. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $9,894.28 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 9,651.71 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 242.57 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 15,000.00 
Amountthatcau  be  profitably  expended  in  tiscalyearendine  JuneSO,  1900      8, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  B  11.) 

IJS.  Weymouth  Biver.  Massachusetts. — Weymouth  Fore  Biver^  tribu- 
tary to  Hingham  Bay,  Boston  Harbor,  Massachusetts,  is  one  of  the  most 
important  water  courses  on  the  south  coast  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  It 
is  navigable  at  low  water  for  vessels  not  exceeding  18  feet  draft  for  4 
miles  from  its  mouth,  and  for  a  farther  distance  of  3  miles,  to  the  head 
of  navigation,  at  least  3  feet  depth  was  found  at  mean  low  water  before 
its  improvement. 

Weymouth  Back  Biver  lies  east  of  the  Fore  Biver,  forming  a  portion 
of  the  boundary  between  the  town  of  Weymouth  and  Hingham.    Its 
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course  is  northerly,  and  it  enters  into  Hingham  Bay  at  the  month  of 
Weymouth  Fore  Kiver. 

The  original  project  of  improvement  of  Weymouth  Fore  Eiver  was 
submitted  December  2, 1889.  It  proposed  to  improve  the  natural  chan- 
nel of  the  river  by  dredging,  so  that  6  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water 
could  be  carried  to  the  head  of  navigation,  in  a  channel  100  feet  wide 
to  near  the  wharves  at  Weymouth  Landing;  thence  to  Brain  tree  Bridge 
80  feet  wide,  and  above  the  bridge  50  feet  wide,  with  increased  width 
at  each  turn  to  facilitate  the  movement  of  vessels.  The  total  length  of 
channel  to  be  improved  was  7,000  feet,  approximately,  and  the  cost  was 
estimated  to  be  $40,000. 

The  project  tor  the  improvement  of  Weymouth  Back  Eiver  was  sub- 
mitt  ed  February  7, 1891.  It  proposed  to  dredge  a  channel  through  the 
outer  bar  200  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  and  to 
widen  and  deepen  the  natural  channel  of  the  river  to  the  same  dimen- 
sions to  the  wharf  of  the  fertilizer  company,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$2l%000. 

On  March  15, 1897,  a  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  from 
the  Bradley  Fertilizer  Company  wharf  up  to  Mann's  wharf  was  sub- 
mitted. It  proposed  a  channel  60  feet  wide,  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water,  at  an  estiuiated  cost  of  $49,834.01. 

This  project  was  published  as  House  Doc.  l^o.  12,  Fifty-fifth  Congress, 
first  session ;  also  in  Annual  Keport,  Chief  of  Engineers,  1897,  page  874. 

No  appropriation  has  as  yet  been  made  for  its  execution. 

The  total  appropriations  for  this  work  to  date  have  been  $40,000,  of 
which  $12,500  must  be  expended  in  the  Back  Biver. 

The  expenditure  to  Juue  30, 1897,  was  $38,453.61. 

At  that  date  the  channel  in  Weymouth  Fore  Eiver  was  6  feet  deep 
and  60  feet  wide  up  to  Braintree  Bridge,  and  above  the  bridge  was 
completed  except  over  a  few  small  ledges  uncovered  by  the  dredging 
in  1897. 

In  Weymouth  Back  Eiver  the  channel  was  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water,  200  feet  wide  through  the  bar,  and  125  feet  wide  thence  to  the 
wharf  of  the  Bradley  Fertilizer  Company. 

The  passage  of  vessels  in  both  rivers  had  been  greatly  facilitated. 

No  operations  have  been  in  progress  during  the  fiscal  year,  and  at  the 
date  of  this  report  the  condition  of  the  improvement  is  the  same  as  on 
June  30,  1897. 

The  character  of  commerce  benefited  by  the  improvement  of  this 
river  is  the  supply  of  coal,  lumber,  and  general  merchandise  to  the 
populous  district  surrounding  it.  The  annual  value  of  this  commerce 
approximates  $750,OoO. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  UDexpended $1,546.39 

Jaly  L,  1898,  balance  unexpended 1,546.39 

{Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existinjcc  project 22, 000. 00 
Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30, 1900    12, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  complisince  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciy  il  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Apx)endix  B  12.) 

• 

13.  Harbor  at  Scituate^  Mass. — Scituate  Harbor  is  on  the  west  shore 
of  Massachusetts  Bay,  14  miles  from  either  Boston  or  Plymouth  light- 
houses, and  just  southwest  of  the  direct  sailing  course  of  all  ocean-going 
vessels  entering  Boston  Harbor. 

Before  improvement  the  harbor  had  a  low-water  area  of  57  acres, 
approximately,  more  than  6  acres  of  which  has  a  depth  of  at  least  o 
njj^a  9S 5 
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feet  at  mean  low  water.  It  was  entirely  open  to  the  action  of  east 
winds,  and  the  entrance  was  obstructed  by  many  sunken  bowlders. 
The  depth  on  the  bar  was  about  2^  feet  at  mean  low  water.  The  mean 
rise  or  fall  of  the  tide  is  9.8  feet. 

The  object  of  the  improvement  is  to  create  a  harbor  of  refuge  for  ves- 
sels bound  to  Boston  which  are  too  far  south  of  their  course  to  clear  the 
dangerous  ledges  near  jyiiuots  Light-House. 

The  project  of  improvement,  adopted  in  1881,  is  to  build  two  rubble- 
stone  breakwaters  converging  from  opposite  shores  and  to  dredge  an 
anchorage  basin  with  channels  connecting  with  the  sea  and  the  town 
wharves. 

The  north  breakwater,  from  Cedar  Point,  is  to  be  800  feet  long,  and 
the  south  breakwater,  from  the  point  of  the  first  cliff,  is  to  be  730  feet 
long.  Both  breakwaters  are  to  be  20  feet  wide  on  top  and  4  feet  above 
mean  high  water,  except  at  their  outer  ends,  which  are  to  be  built  6  feet 
higher,  to  serve  as  sit^  for  entrance  beacons.  The  anchorage  basin  is 
to  be  30  acres  in  area,  approximately.  The  entrance  channel  is  to  be 
2,700  feet  long  and  300  feet  average  width.  The  depths  proposed  were 
15  feet  in  the  entrance  channel,  1:^  to  15  feet  between  the  breakwaters, 
12  feet  immediately  in  rear  of  the  south  breakwater,  and  10  feet  for  the 
anchorage  basin.  The  channel  leading  to  the  town  wharves  is  to  be  3 
feet  deep,  all  at  mean  low  water. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  breakwaters  was  $100,000  and  of  the  dredg- 
ing $190,000. 

The  plan  of  the  harbor,  showing  the  proposed  improvement,  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1881,  Part  I, 
page  522. 

The  total  amount  appropriated  for  this  work  to  date  is  $89,680,  of 
which  $1,180  was  expended  before  the  present  project  was  adopted. 

The  expenditure  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $82,616.53. 

At  that  time  the  condition  of  the  improvement  was  as  follows  : 

A  portion  of  the  beach  between  Cedar  Point  and  the  mainland  was 
protected  by  a  brush  and  stone  bulkhead  450  feet  long,  in  front  of  which 
was  a  stone  apron  10  feet  wide,  385  feet  long.  All  known  bowlders 
obstructing  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  were  removed;  the  anchorage 
basin  was  400  by  350  feet  in  area,  7  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water;  the 
entrance  channel  was  1,600  feet  long,  100  feet  wide,  and  5  feet  deep 
at  mean  low  water;  the  channel  connecting  the  basin  with  the  town 
wharves  was  3  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  100  feet  wide,  except 
at  the  upper  end,  where  for  a  distance  of  75  feet  it  averaged  only  50 
feet  wide;  the  north  breakwater  was  720  feet  long,  the  south  break- 
water 450  feet  long. 

The  harbor  afforded  a  shelter  for  a  number  of  small  vessels. 

A  contract  to  dredge  14,000  cubic  yards  of  material  from  the  entrance 
channel  was  completed  July  21, 1897. 

The  entrance  channel  was  deepened  to  7  feet  at  mean  low  water  in  a 
cut  100  feet  wide.  In  all  other  respects  the  condition  of  the  improve- 
ment at  the  date  of  this  report  is  the  same  as  on  June  30, 1897. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $5,883.47 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 6, 499. 39 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 384. 08 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 201, 500. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    15, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oivU  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

/See  Appendix  B  13.) 
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14.  Plymouth  Harbor^  Massachusetts. — Plymouth  Harbor  is  situated 
30  miles  south  of  Bostoo.  Its  outer  anchorage,  the  '^  Cow  Yard,"  is 
common  to  Plymouth,  Kingston,  and  Duxbury,  and  is  the  only  refuge 
for  sea- going  vessels  from  northeasterly  gales  when  caught  be  ween  Bos- 
ton and  Provincetown,  a  distance  of  about  75  miles,  following  the  coast 
line.  The  entrance  to  this  outer  anchorage  is  direct,  unobstructed,  of 
ample  width,  and  sufficiently  deep.  The  anchorage  is  capacious  and 
has  good  ''holding  ground,"  but  the  extensive  tidal  basins  inside  of  it 
give  strong,  variable  currents  across  it. 

The  inner  or  harbor  proper  is  formed  by  Long  Beach,  a  narrow,  low 
sand  spit  3  miles  long,  which  extends  generally  parallel  to  the  main- 
land and  about  1  mile  from  it. 

The  harbor  contains  about  2,000  acres,  almost  all  of  which  is  dry  at 
low  tide.  A  few  narrow,  crooked  channels  traverse  these  flats.  They 
join  about  the  center  of  the  harbor,  opposite  the  town  wharves,  and 
form  the  main  ship  channel  (150  feet  wide,  approximately,  and  10  feet 
deep  at  mean  low  water),  which  runs  directly  behind  the  northern  half 
of  Long  Beach  to  the  outer  anchorage. 

The  maintenance  of  this  inner  harbor  and  channel  depends  on  the 
preservation  of  Long  Beach. 

A  chart  of  the  harbor  was  published  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  the  year  1888,  Part  I,  page  460. 

Before  improvement  about  6  inches  depth  of  water  could  be  carried 
to  the  town  wharves  at  low  tide. 

Preivous  to  1875  the  project  was  a  general  one,  and  had  for  its  object 
the  preservation  of  Long  Beach. 

From  the  nature  of  the  work  it  can  at  no  time  be  considered  com- 
pleted, and  small  annual  appropriations  are  necessary  to  repair  any 
damages  by  storms.  The  various  devices  employed  for  this  purpose 
are  described  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1877. 

The  project  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  was  first  adopted  in 
1875.  It  provided  for  dredging  a  channel  from  the  town  wharves  to 
the  main  ship  channel  2,286  feet  long,  100  feet  wide,  and  6  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water.  This  project  was  modified  in  1877  so  as  to  include 
the  dredging  of  a  basin  866  feet  long,  150  feet  wide,  and  8  feet  deep 
directly  in  front  of  the  town  wharves. 

In  1884  and  1885  it  was  proposed  to  deepen  the  channel  and  basin  to 
9  feet  at  mean  low  water  and  to  make  the  channel  150  feet  wide,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $27,000,  reduced  in  1885  to  $22,500. 

On  April  3, 1897,  a  plan  and  project  for  further  improvement  of  the 
harbor  were  submitted,  in  accordance  with  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
Jane  3, 1896.  This  report  and  project  were  published  as  House  Doc. 
No.  39,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  first  session,  also  in  Annual  Report,  Chief 
of  Engineers,  1897,  page  877. 

From  1824  to  date  the  amount  appropriated  for  this  harbor  is 
$182,766.90,  of  which  there  had  been  expended  to  June  30, 1897— 

For  beach  protection $128,353.73 

For  dredging 50,514.89 

Total 178,868.62 

On  June  30,  1897,  the  project  of  1884-85  for  improvement  had  been 
completed.    Long  Beach  was  in  good  order. 

An  examination  of  the  dredged  channel  and  basin  was  made  in  Jan- 
uary, 1898. 

No  other  operations  were  in  progress  during  the  fiscal  year,  and  at 
the  date  of  this  report  the  dredged  channel  is  in  good  order;  but  the 
basin  has  shoBled  hy  deposit  from  the  mud  flats  and  Town  Brook^  &o 
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that  there  is  but  2  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water  at  its  upper  end. 
Provision  for  the  redredgiog  of  this  basin  is  included  in  the  project  of 
April  3,  1897. 

Long  Beach  is  generally  in  good  order,  but  several  weak  places  were 
developed  by  last  winter's  storms  and  may  require  protection  by  bulk- 
heads during  this  summer's  season. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $3,898.28 

Jnne  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 949. 34 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2,948.94 

(See  Appendix  B  14.) 

15,  Harbor  at  Provineetown^  Mass. — Provincetown  Harbor  is  situated 
at  the  extremity  of  Cape  Cod,  about  40  miles  southeast  from  Boston 
Light. .  It  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  harbors  of  refuge  on  tlie  Atlantic 
Coast.  The  entire  commerce  of  New  England  and  a  very  large  local 
fishing  interest  are  directly  benefited  by  its  maintenance,  which  depends 
entirely  on  the  preservation  of  the  sandy  beaches  which  inclose  it. 

Since  1826  the  project  has  been  a  general  one,  and  provides  for  the 
preservation  of  the  harbor  by  building  dikes,  bulkheads,  and  sand 
catchesy  and  extensive  planting  of  beach  grass  to  repair  or  prevent 
storm  damages  to  the  beaches.  From  the  nature  of  the  work  it  can  at 
no  time  be  considered  completed. 

A  fall  history  of  the  ''improvement  will  be  found  in  the  Annual 
Eeports  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  the  years  1876, 1879,  and  1886. 
A  special  dike  across  House  Point  Island  Flats,  to  be  built  contin- 
gently, was  recommended  in  the  Annual  Keport  for  1886. 

A  plan  of  the  harbor  was  published  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1886. 

In  October,  1896,  a  survey  of  the  harbor  was  made  in  accordance 
with  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  and  on  March  1, 1897,  a 
plan  and  report  of  the  survey  were  submitted  with  a  project  for 
strengthening  the  beach  near  Wood  End  Light,  estimated  to  cost 
$13,200.  This  plan  and  report  were  published  as  House  Doc.  No.  8, 
Fifty-fifth  Congress,  first  session;  also  in  Annual  Beport,  Chief  of 
Engineers,  1897,  page  878. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  have  been  $155,918.44. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $149,870.17. 

At  that  date  works  of  preservation  had  been  built  at  Long  Point, 
near  Wood  End  Light,  near  Abel  Hill,  and  at  Beach  Point,  High  Head, 
and  Cove  Section,  and  these  works  were  all  in  good  order  and  fulfill 
the  purpose  for  which  they  were  built,  excepting  the  section  near  Wood 
End  Light. 

During  the  fiscal  year  the  section  near  Wood  End  Light  was  strength- 
ened by  the  construction  of  227  feet  of  new  bulkhead  and  Home  repairs 
to  the  old  work. 

No  other  operations  were  in  progress  during  the  fiscal  year,  and  at 
the  date  of  this  report  the  beach  and  works  of  preservation  are  in  good 
order;  but  the  works  protecting  the  northeastern  end  of  Long  Point 
will  soon  require  extension  to  the  northwest,  and  the  section  of  the 
beach  near  Wood  End  Light  can  not  be  considered  safe  until  the  rip- 
rap recommended  in  the  report  of  March  1, 1897,  shall  have  been  built. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $6,042.27 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 556. 98 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 6^485.29 

(See  Appendix  B  15.) 
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16.  Harbor  at  Chatham,  Mass. — Chatham  Harbor  is  at  the  eastern  end 
of  Nantacket  Sound,  about  15  miles  east  of  Hyannis,  Mass.  Its  outer 
anchorage  (Chatham  Hoads)  is  a  valuable  harbor  of  refuge  from  north- 
erly and  easterly  gales.  The  inner  harbor  (Stage  Harbor)  is  small/but 
well  landlocked,  and  has  8  to  12  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water.  Its 
entrance  was  obstructed  by  three  bars,  on  which  the  greatest  depth  at 
mean  low  water  was  4  feet. 

The  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor,  submitted  December 
19, 1890,  proposes  to  dredge  a  channel  through  the  three  obstructing 
bars  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water — 100  feet  wide  at  the  inner  bar,  150 
feet  wide  at  the  middle  bar,  and  200  feet  wide  at  the  outer  bar — at  a 
eost  of  $10,000,  increased  in  1897  to  $13,732.79. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  have  been  $10,000. 

The  expenditure  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $4,426.10. 

At  that  date  the  improved  channel  through  the  middle  and  inner  bars 
was  100  feet  wide,  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water.  Nothing  had  been 
done  on  the  outer  bar.  At  least  5  feet  draft  could  be  carried  into  the 
harbor  at  mean  low  water. 

In  this  condition  the  improvement  has  facilitated  the  navigation  of 
the  harbor  to  a  considerable  extent. 

In  August,  1896,  bids  were  invited  for  work  to  be  done  under  a 
project  for  the  expenditure  of  $5,000,  appropriated  by  the  river  and 
harbor  act  of  June  3,  1896,  but  none  was  received,  and  it  was  recom- 
mended that  the  funds  available  for  this  work  be  retained  in  the  Treas- 
ury until  further  funds  are  provided  under  the  increased  estimate  of 
31arch  24,  1897. 

No  operations  were  in  progress  during  the  fiscal  year,  and  at  the 
date  of  this  report  the  condition  of  the  improvement  is  the  same  as  on 
Jane  30,1897. 

The  character  of  the  commerce  involved  in  the  improvement  is  the 
local  fishing  interest  and  supplies  of  lumber,  coal,  etc.,  for  local  con- 
sumption.   The  value  of  the  commerce  annually  approximates  $1^00,000. 

Jaly  1.  1S97,  balance  anezpeDded $5,573.90 

Jaly  1,  1898,  balance  nnezpended 5, 573. 90 


{Amount  (estimated)  reqnired  for  completion  of  existinff  project 3, 732. 79 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30,1900  3, 732. 79 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  B  16.) 

17,  Removing  sunJcen  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  navi- 
gation.— Under  the  provisions  of  section  4  of  tlie  river  and  harbor  act 
of  1880,  the  wreck  of  the  schooner  Annie  U.  Rudolph,  snnk  2^  miles 
east  by  north  of  Orleans,  Cape  God,  Massachasetts,  was  removed  in 
Aagust,  1897,  at  a  total  cost  of  $192.15;  and  the  portion  of  the  wreck  of  a 
▼esael,  name  unknown,  sunk  in  the  channel  of  Old  Harbor,  Chatham, 
Mass.,  was  removed  in  May,  1898,  at  a  total  cost  of  $397.31. 

(See  Appendix  B  17.) 

SUBVSTS  MADE  IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  BIVBE  AND  HABBOB  ACT  OP 

JUNE  3,  1896. 

The  surveys  of  the  following  localities,  required  by  the  river  and 
harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  were  made  by  the  local  engineer.  Col.  S.  M. 
Mansfield,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  reports  thereon  submitted : 

i.  Survey  of  Merrimac  River,  Massachusetts,  from  Lowell  to  New 
Hampshire  State  line, — Oolonel  ManaGeld  submitted  report  of  suxve;^ 
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dated  Janaary  8,  1898.  He  states  tbat  the  river  has  a  continnons 
depth  of  about  6i  feet  for  a  least  width  of  250  feet  between  6foot  con- 
tours ;  that  it  is  easily  navigable  by  the  class  of  boats  which  use  it;  and 
that  it  seems  to  atford  ample  accommodations  for  the  present  and  pro- 
spective navigation  interests.  In  view  of  this,  and  in  the  absence  of 
any  indication  by  Congress  of  the  dimensions  of  channel  intended,  he 
submits  no  estimate  for  improvement  of  the  stream.  The  report  was 
transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc.  No.  242,  Fifty-fifth 
Congress,  second  session.     (See  also  Appendix  B  18.) 

2,  Survey  of  Boston  Harbor ^  Massachusetts^  with  a  view  to  securing  a 
channel  1^200  feet  wide  and  30  feet  deep  from  the  navy -yard  to  the  entrance 
of  the  present  main  ship  channel^  and  from  the  main  ship  channel  in  Presi- 
dent Roads  through  Broad  Sound  Channel, — Colonel  Mansfield  submit- 
ted report  of  survey  dated  November  19, 1891.  The  present  project 
for  improvement  of  this  locality,  providing  for  a  channel  1,000  feet 
wide  and  27  feet  deep,  is  now  being  executed,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
survey  there  had  been  secured  a  channel  of  the  full  depth  and  width 
from  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  to  Bug  Light,  800  feet  wide  from  Bug 
Light  to  the  passage  between  Georges  and  Gallops  islands,  and  thence 
550  feet  wide  through  the  Narrows  to  President  Koads. 

Colonel  Mansfield  states  that  a  great  deal  of  rock  in  place  will  still 
have  to  be  removed  from  the  main  ship  channel  to  complete  the  pres- 
ent work  of  excavation ;  and  to  enlarge  this  channel  to  the  contemplated 
dimensions  will,  it  is  estimated,  cost  $1,557,621.72.  The  estimated 
cost  of  enlarging  the  channel  from  the  navy-yard  to  President  Roads 
is  $1,644,553.90.  The  proximity  of  the  deep  water  of  Broad  Sound 
and  President  Eoads  has  suggested  the  possibility  of  a  direct  and 
superior  entrance  to  Boston  Upper  Harbor,  and  Colonel  Mansfield  is 
of  opinion  that  the  channel  between  them  could  be  readily  improved  to 
the  dimensions  required,  at  a  small  cost  compared  with  the  expense  of 
improving  the  channel  through  the  Narrows.  The  cost  of  this  new 
channel  through  Brpad  Sound  is  estimated  at  $481,941.57. 

For  reasons  given  in  the  report.  Colonel  Mansfield  is  of  opinion  that 
the  harbor  is  worthy  of  improvement  to  the  extent  of  providing  a 
channel  1,200  feet  wide  and  30  feet  deep  from  the  navy-yard  to  Presi- 
dent Eoads,  and  from  President  Roads  through  Broad  Sound  Channel, 
and  that  work  on  the  latter  portion  should  be  executed  first.  Owing 
to  the  difficulties  and  expense  attending  the  work  he  does  not  recom- 
mend the  increasing  of  the  dimensions  of  the  lower  main  ship  channel, 
as  it  is  thought  that  the  proposed  improvement  of  the  Broad  Sound 
Channel  will  amply  meet  the  requirements  of  navigation.  The  report 
was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc.  No.  133,  Fifty- 
fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  B  19.) 

IMPROVEMENT   OF   RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  SOUTHEASTERN  MASSA- 
CHUSETTS AND  RHODE  ISLAND. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  D.  W.  Lockwood,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  having  under  his  immediate  orders  Lieut.  Charles  H. 
McKinstry,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  January  23,  181)8,  Lieut.  William 
J.  Harden,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  March  14  to  April  16,  1898,  Lieut. 
William  B.  Ladue,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  April  15, 1898,  and  Lieut. 
Chester  Harding,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  May  9,  1898.  Division 
Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  colonel.  Corps 
of  Engineers. 

1.  Harbor  of  refuge  at  Hyannis,  Mass, — This  harbor  before  improve- 
ment  was  an  open  roadstead,  exposed  to  southerly  Btorms,    In  the  years 
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1827-1838  a  breakwater  of  riprap  granite  1,170  feet  long  was  constructed, 
covering  an  anchorage  of  about  175  acres,  the  entrance  to  which  has  a 
depth  of  about  15.5  feet.  Between  the  years  1852  and  1882  extensive 
repairs  were  made,  increasing  the  width  of  its  base  and  the  size  of  the 
stone  forming  its  sides  and  top. 

The  approved  project  of  1884  provided  for  dredging  to  15.5  feet  depth 
at  low  water  about  36  acres  area  north  of  the  existing  breakwater,  so 
as  to  increase  the  deep-water  harborage  by  that  amount;  all  at  a  total 
cost  estimated  at  $45,743.20. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  the  15.5  feet  depth  anchorage 
covered  only  about  47  acres,  and  the  36  additional  acres  to  be  dredged 
carried  an  average  of  about  12  feet  depth  of  water  at  low  water. 

The  sum  of  $160,749.64  had  been  expended  at  this  harbor  up  to  June 
30,  1897,  of  which  $123,350.62  had  been  expended  in  construction  and 
repairs  to  the  breakwater  and  $37,399.02  in  dredging  in  the  anchorage 
area,  by  which  23  acres  out  of  36  had  been  dredged^ 

Twenty-five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three  cubic  yards  of  mud 
and  sand  was  dredged  during  the  past  fiscal  year  under  contract,  adding 
about  3.6  acres  to  the  deepened  anchorage  area. 

The  principal  valae  of  this  harbor  to  commerce  is  as  a  harbor  of 
reftige  for  coasters  and  fishing  vessels.  About  2,700  vessels  of  various 
kinds  used  the  harbor  last  year.  The  actual  commerce  of  the  place 
consists  of  general  agricultural  products,  coal,  and  fish,  aggregating 
25^020  tons.  The  increase  of  anchorage  area  will  afford  refuge  for  more 
and  larger  boats. 

The  unexpended  balance  will  be  applied  to  contingencies. 

Julyl,  1897,  balance  unexpended $6,202.86 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 6,065.51 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 137.35 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 2, 162. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900      2, 162. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  C  1.) 

2.  Harbor  of  refuge  at  Nantucket^  Mass, — This  harbor  is  the  only  one 
between  the  harbor  of  Marthas  Vineyard  (Vineyard  Haven  and  Edgar- 
town)  and  Provincetown,  a  distance  of  100  miles,  except  the  small 
harbor  of  Hyannis,  on  the  north  side  of  Nantucket  Sound.  It  has  a 
considerable  area  with  a  depth  of  water  in  excess  of  12  feet,  and  the 
object  of  improvement  is  to  make  it  a  harbor  of  refuge  for  vessels  plying 
between  ports  north  and  south  of  Cape  Cod. 

The  approved  project  of  1880,  as  modified  in  1886,  provides  for  the 
construction  of  two  jetties  as  training  walls,  one  on  each  side  of  the 
harbor  entrance,  planned  so  as  to  allow  the  tidal  currents  to  assist  in 
scouring  out  and  maintaining  a  good  channel,  and  for  the  completion 
of  the  work  by  dredging  where  necessary  to  obtain  a  depth  of  from  12 
to  15  feet  at  low  water  in  this  channel;  all  at  a  total  cost  estimated  at 
$375,000,  of  which  $220,000  was  appropriated  prior  to  1896. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  no  jetties  existed  and  the 
channel  entrance  was  barred  by  a  shoal  of  1.5  miles  width,  on  which 
there  was  only  6  feet  depth  of  water  at  low  tide,  the  channel  being  very 
crooked  and  subject  to  changes  in  location. 

During  an  unusually  severe  storm  in  December,  1896,  a  breach  was 
made  through  the  Haulover  Beach  between  the  ocean  and  the  head  of 
the  harbor,  and  it  was  decided  to  extend  the  western  jetty  rather  than 
bnJJd  up  to  iuU  height  portion  a  of  the  ea8tjetty» 
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The  sum  of  $263,026.53  bad  been  expended  on  tbis  work  np  to  June 
30, 1897,  of  which  $45,734.75  bad  been  expended  in  ineffectual  dredging 
between  1829  and  1844,  and  tbe  balance,  $217,291.78,  in  jetty  constrac- 
tion,  by  which  the  west  jetty  had  been  built  to  4,265  feet  length,  of 
wbich  3,955  feet  was  to  fall  heigbt  and  tbe  remaining  300  feet  had  been 
built  to  partial  section;  the  east  jetty  had  been  built  to  834  feet  length, 
with  tali  height,  then  the  foundation  laid  for  a  length  of  191  feet,  then 
came  a  gap  of  160  feet,  beyond  which  1,300  feet  length  had  been  raised 
to  half- tide  level,  and  then  2,145  feet  length  raised  to  1.5  feet  below  the 
level  of  mean  low  tide  and  the  remaining  distance  of  210  feet  raised  to 
1.5  feet  below  mean  low  water;  the  total  length  from  shore  end  to  outer 
end  being  now  4,840  feet.  A  mound  of  heavy  stone  had  been  built 
near  the  present  end  of  this  jetty  to  protect  a  lantern  staff. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  9,625  tons  of  stone  was  placed  in  the  west 
jetty,  extending  the  same  by  about  1,000  feet,  and  raising  it  to  the  level 
of  1.5  feet  below  mean  lowVater  with  mounds  every  200  feet  extending 
above  high  water.  The  jetty  light  was  moved  to  the  end  of  the  new 
work. 

Further  work  will  consist  in  extending  the  west  jetty. 

The  entire  commerce  of  Nantucket  Island  is  carried  on  at  this  harbor, 
amounting  in  1897  to  16,701  tons.  Twelve  hundred  and  fifty-five  ves- 
sels entered  and  left  it  during  this  year.  The  effect  on  commerce  of 
this  work  will  be  to  afford  a  place  of  refuge  easy  of  access  and  secure 
from  storms  for  coasters  and  fishing  vessels. 

July  1, 1897,  balaDce  unexpended $22,708.22 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 21, 689. 98 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,018.24 

July  1, 1898,  outstanduig  liabilities 85.65 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 932.59 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 135, 000. 00 

I  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    50, 000. 00 
I  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
^    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  0  2.) 

5.  Harbor  at  Vineyard  ffaven^  Ma^ss. — Vineyard*  Haven  is  a  deep 
indentation  in  the  northern  shore  of  the  island  of  Marthas  Vineyard, 
on  the  southern  side  of  Vineyard  Sound.  The  approved  project  of 
1887,  as  modified  in  1889,  provides  for  the  protection  of  the  "chops'' 
(or  headlands)  from  erosion  and  the  intervening  harbor  from  being 
filled  by  the  eroded  material,  the  whole  to  be  done  by  means  of  stone 
sea  walls  and  jetties  to  be  built  along  the  beach  in  front  of  the  blnfi's 
at  both  headlands.  The  total  cost  was  estimated  in  1889  at  $60,000, 
of  which  $50,000  was  appropriated  prior  to  1896. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  the  headlands  were  gradually 
wearing  away  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  harbor  were  shoaling. 
No  protection  works  were  in  existence. 

The  sum  of  $42,833.30  had  been  expended  on  this  work  up  to  June 
30,  1897,  by  which  there  had  been  built  a  sea  wall  of  960  feet  length 
and  a  jetty  of  50  feet  length  and  five  small  spurs  extending  back  from 
the  sea  wall  to  the  foot  of  the  bluff  at  the  East  Chop,  and  at  the  West 
Chop  a  sea  wall  of  880  feet  length,  three  jetties  of  150, 135,  and  280 
feet  length,  a  wharf,  and  a  short  breakwater  of  60  feet  length,  and  270 
feet  length  of  riprap  wall  along  the  low- water  line  in  front  of  the  bluff 
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on  the  east  side  of  the  West  Chop.  The  works  so  far  constructed  appear 
to  have  att'orded  the  needed  protection. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  work  was  continned  under  contract  for 
the  farther  construction  of  the  riprap  walls  and  jetties,  and  was  com- 
pleted on  September  30,  1897.  Four  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
seventy-four  tons  of  stone  was  placed,  by  which  2,130  feet  of  riprap 
wall  was  constructed  along  the  low-water  line  in  front  of  the  bluff  on 
the  east  side  of  the  West  Chop,  and  13  short  jetties  running  in  from  the 
sea  wall  to  the  foot  of  the  bluff;  and  on  the  East  Chop  250  feet  of  sea 
wall  was  constructed,  together  with  one  jetty  running  into  the  foot  of 
the  bloft',  completing  all  proposed  work. 

The  unexpended  balance  will  be  applied  to  contingencies. 

The  commerce  of  the  harbor  in  1897  amounted  to  73,802  tons.  The 
benefit  to  commerce  of  this  work  is  the  preservation  of  the  anchorage 
area  and  harbor  generally  from  shoaling. 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $14,166.70 

Jane  90, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 10, 697. 96 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 3,468.74 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 3, 000. 00 

Amount  tbatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  Hsoal  year  ending  J  one  30, 1900  3, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  G  3.) 

4.  Woods  Hole  Channel^  Massachusetts, — Woods  Hole  is  a  waterway 
or  strait  connecting  Buzzards  Bay  and  Vineyard  Soand  and  lying  near 
the  sonthwestern  part  of  Cape  Cod,  Massachusetts.  The  name  is  also 
applied  to  the  village  and  harbor  in  the  near  vicinity. 

Before  improvement  the  entrance  to  Little  Harbor  was  obstracted  by 
a  bar  with  but  7.5  feet  on  it  at  mean  low  tide.  Great  Harbor  has  ample 
depth.  In  the  strait  the  channels  were  crooked  and  obstructed  by 
bowlders,  and  the  velocity  of  the  currents  at  certain  stages  of  the  tide 
was  from  4  to  5  miles  per  hour.  The  site  of  the  wharves  and  basins  of 
the  United  States  Fish  Conmission  and  Eevenue  Marine  was  a  sub- 
merged point  of  land  extending  from  the  shore  of  the  harbor. 

The  project  of  1879  provided  for  making  a  channel  through  the  bar 
at  the  entrance  to  Little  Harbor  and  widening  and  deepening  the  chan- 
nel through  the  strait.  The  project  of  1883,  extended  in  1884  and  1886, 
provided  for  the  construction  of  retaining  walls  on  shore,  a  stone  pier, 
and  a  wooden  wharf,  mainly  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  Fish  Com- 
mission, and  incidentally  for  the  use  of  the  other  branches  of  the  public 
service,  all  of  which  work  had  been  completed  prior  to  1889.  The  project 
of  1805,  the  present  approved  project,  provided  for  deepening  the  chan- 
nel through  the  strait  to  13  feet  at  mean  low  water  and  widening  same 
to  300  leet,  estimated  to  cost  $396,000. 

The  amount  expended  on  this  work  prior  to  the  present  fiscal  year 
was  $113,621.91,  with  which  the  entrance  to  Little  Harbor  had  been 
dredpred  to  10  feet  depth,  and  a  direct  channel  to  9  feet  depth  had  been 
dredged  through  the  strait  where  none  previously  existed;  the  retain- 
ing walls,  stone  pier,  and  wooden  wharves  had  also  all  been  built  and 
repaired ;  a  contract  had  been  entered  into  for  the  deepening  and  widen- 
ing of  a  direct  channel  through  the  strait. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  work  done  under  contract  resulted  in 
making  two  cuts  each  35  feet  wide  and  13  feet  deep  through  the  shoal 
at  the  eastern  entrance  to  the  channel;  2,450.68  cubic  yards  of  bowlders 
and  sand  was  removed. 
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The  commerce  of  Woods  Hole  was  14,823  tone  for  1897,  no  account 
being  kept  of  vessels  passing  through  the  strait.  The  deepening  of  this 
channel  will  result  in  more  vessels  using  it  than  formerly. 

July  1,1897,  balance  nnexpended $19,978.01 

June  30j  18^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 19, 955. 50 

July  lyl898y  balance  unexpended 22.51 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 376, 000. 00 
Amountthatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    75,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  C  4.) 

5.  New  Bedford  Harbor,  Massachusetts. — ^New  Bedford  Harbor  is  an 
estuary  of  Buzzards  Bay,  and  is  the  port  of  the  cities  of  New  Bedford 
and  Fairhaven. 

Before  improvement  the  channel  had  a  depth  of  12.5  feet  at  mean  low 
water.  The  projects  of  1874  and  1877  provided  for  a  channel  300  feet 
wide  and  15  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  the  deep  water  just 
above  Palmers  Island  to  the  wharves  of  New  Bedford.  This  work  was 
completed  in  1877  at  a  cost  of  $20,000. 

The  project  of  1887  provided  for  a  channel  200  feet  wide  and  18  feet 
deep  from  Buzzards  Bay  to  New  Bedford,  at  an  estimated  cost  ot 
$35,000,  and  has  been  completed. 

The  approved  project  of  1895,  under  which  work  is  now  being  carried 
on,  provides  for  dredging  an  anchorage  area  one-half  mile  long,  600  feet 
wide,  and  18  feet  deep  at  mean  low  tide  on  the  north  side  of  the  chan- 
nel leading  from  Fairhaven  to  New  Bedford,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$57,689.33. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  the  anchorage  area  was  from 
12  to  18  feet  deep. 

The  sum  of  $80,643.08  had  been  expended  on  this  work  up  to  June 
30, 1897,  by  which  a  channel  200  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
tide  had  been  secured  from  the  deep  water  of  Buzzards  Bay  to  New 
Bedford,  and  11  acres  of  the  anchorage  area  dredged. 

No  operations  were  in  progress  during  the  fiscal  year,  the  amount 
expended  being  applied  to  payment  of  liabilities  outstanding  at  close 
of  last  fiscal  year. 

There  were  5,600  vessels  in  the  harbor  during  the  year  1897,  with  a 
total  tonnage  of  668,165.  The  effect  of  the  deep  water  on  commerce  is 
the  use  of  deeper  draft  vessels  than  formerly,  larger  cargoes,  and  a 
consequent  reduction  in  water  freight  charges. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $2,057.29 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1, 944. 42 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended...* 112.87 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 47, 689. 33 
Amountthatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscalyear  ending  June  30, 1900    25, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  G  5.) 

6.  Oanapitsit  Channel,  Massachusetts, — This  waterway  lies  about  20 
miles  south  of  New  Bedford,  ruuDlng  between  the  islands  of  Cuttyhunk 
and  Nashaweua,  and  connecting  the  waters  of  Vineyard  Sound  and 
Buzzards  Bay. 

The  object  of  the  improvement  is  to  make  this  channel  safe  for  the 
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nae  of  li^bt-draft  sail  boats,  and  also  especiallyof  the  surf  boats  belong- 
ing to  the  life  saving  station  of  this  dangerous  locality. 

The  approved  project  of  1891  provides  for  the  widening  and  deepen- 
ing of  the  present  channel  from  Vineyard  Sound  to  Buzzards  Bay 
between  the  islands  of  Nashawena  and  Outtyhunk,  Massachusetts,  so 
as  to  secure  a  depth  of  6  feet  at  low  water,  with  a  least  width  of  150 
feet  over  its  entire  length,  at  a  total  cost  estimated  in  1893  at  $9,800^ 
all  of  which  had  been  appropriated  prior  to  1895. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  the  sand  shoals,  and  espe- 
cially the  numerous  bowlders,  made  this  passage  specially  dangerous 
to  the  life-saving  station  boats  and  other  shallow-draft  row  and  sail 
boats. 

The  sum  of  $5,236.04  had  been  expended  on  this  work  up  to  June  30, 
1897,  by  which  a  channel  of  about  66  feet  width  and  at  least  5  feet 
depth  at  low  water  had  been  cut  entirely  across  the  shoal,  completing 
about  half  of  the  proposed  work. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  the  work  under  contract  was  completed; 
5,638  cubic  yards  of  sand,  gravel,  and  small  bowlders  and  89.108  cubic 
yards  of  large  bowlders  were  removed  from  the  channel.  This  com- 
pleted the  channel  to  its  full  dimensions. 

The  number  of  vessels  passing  through  this  channel  is  reported  as 
2,570,  and  the  commerce  at  Guttyhunk  as  3,128  tons. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  anezpended $4,563.96 

June  do,  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 2,529.00 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended ^ 2,034.96 

Jnly  1,  1898,  ontotanding  liabilities 1,152.55 

Jnly  1,  1896,  balance  available ^ 882.41 

(See  Appendix  G  6.) 

7.  Taunton  River^  Massachusetts, — This  river  rises  in  Norfolk  County, 
Maes.,  and  empties  into  Karragansett  Bay  at  Fall  Eiver.  The  object 
of  the  improvement  is  to  deepen  and  widen  the  channel  leading  to  the 
city  of  Taunton,  at  the  head  of  navigation,  so  that  vessels  of  11  feet 
draft  can  reach  the  city  at  high  water. 

In  its  original  condition  the  channel  was  narrow  and  obstructed  by 
bowlders,  and  from  Berkley  Bridge  to  Taunton  the  depth  was  in  places 
not  more  than  5  feet  at  mean  high  water.  A  vessel  of  30  tons  burden 
was  as  large  as  could  go  up  to  Taunton. 

From  1870  to  1879,  $03,000  was  appropriated  to  secure  9  feet  depth  at 
high  water.    This  work  was  completed  in  1879. 

The  approved  project  of  1880  provides  for  the  widening  and  deepen- 
ing of  the  river  so  as  to  secure  a  channel  of  at  least  12  feet  depth  at 
high  water,  with  100  feet  width  from  its  mouth  up  to  Berkley  Bridge 
(above  Dighton) ;  thence  12  feet  depth  with  80  feet  width  (100  feet  width 
at  bends)  up  to  Briggs  Shoal;  thence  11  feet  depth  with  80  feet  width 
up  to  the  shipyard;  thence  11  feet  depth  with  60  feet  width  up  to  Weir 
Bridge,  Taunton;  all  at  a  total  cost  estimated  in  1893  at  $125,000,  of 
which  $113,000  was  appropriated  prior  to  1896. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  the  channel  was  limited  to  9 
feet  at  high  water  and  was  too  narrow  and  too  much  obstructed  by 
bowlders  for  easy  navigation  by  the  craft  makinsr  use  of  it. 

The  sum  of  $180,510.11  had  been  expended  on  this  work  up  to  June 
30,  1897,  by  which  expenditure  a  lai'ge  part  of  the  proposed  work  had 
been  done,  especially  at  the  places  most  complained  of  by  vessels  using 
this  river.  Vessels  of  11  feet  draft  could  reach  Taunton,  the  head  of 
navigation^ 
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!N'o  work  has  been  in  process  daring  the  year.  To  complete  the 
existing  project  dredging  is  required  at  a  few  points  in  the  Needles  and 
lower  down  the  river,  to  widen  and  straighten  the  channel,  and  the 
removal  of  a  small  amount  of  ledge  rock. 

The  unexpended  balance  on  hand  will  be  held  antil  further  appropria- 
tion is  made. 

The  work  done  has  enabled  larger  vessels  to  go  ap  the  river. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $489.89 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended : 489.89 

{  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 7, 000. 00 
Amount  thatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  yearending  June30,1900      1, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  ana  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  0  7.) 

8,  Sakonnet  River,  Rhode  Island, — Sakonnet  Kiver  is  an  arm  of  the 
sea  between  the  island  of  Ehode  Island  and  the  mainland,  extending 
from  the  ocean  to  Narragatisett  Bay  around  the  head  of  Rhode  Island. 
It  is  at  present  obstructed  at  its  upper  end  by  two  causeways  extend- 
ing across  it;  these  causeways  have  draw  openings  which  are  of  insuffi- 
cient width  and  depth  for  the  needs  of  commerce,  an(}  besides  offer  such 
obstruction  to  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tides  that  the  currents  through 
them  make  the  passage  dangerous  even  to  boats  of  such  dimensions  as 
could  pass  through  them  under  ordinary  circumstances. 

The  present  approved  project  provides  for  increasing  the  width  and 
depth  of  the  draw  opening  in  the  Stone  Bridge,  owned  by  the  State  of 
Bhode  Island,  so  as  to  provide  an  oi)ening  100  feet  wide  and  25  feet 
deep  at  mean  low  water,  estimated  to  cost  $40,000. 

The  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Bailroad  Company  has 
been  notified  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  construct  a  suitable  draw  in 
its  bridge  by  May  1, 1899. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $20,000.00 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 20,000.00 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 20, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867. 

(See  Appendix  G  8.) 

9.  I^atctucket  River,  Rhode  Island. — This  river,  otherwise  called  See- 
konk  River,  is  the  upper  portion  of  Providence  River,  and  extends  Irom 
Pawtucket  to  Providence.  Before  improvement  the  channel  in  the 
river  had  a  ruling  depth  of  about  5  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

Between  1867  and  1873,  $52,000  was  appropriated  to  dredge  the 
channel  to  7  feet  depth.    This  work  was  finished  in  1876. 

The  approved  project  of  1883 .provides  for  the  deepening  of  the  river 
so  as  to  secure  a  channel  of  at  least  12  feet  depth  at  low  water,  with 
100  feet  width  from  its  mouth  at  Providence  up  to  opposite  Grant  & 
Go.'s  wharf  at  Pawtucket,  and  thence  12  feet  depth  with  40  feet  width 
through  a  stone  ledge  for  a  short  distance  farther  to  Pawtucket  Bridge; 
all  at  a  total  cost  estimated  in  1883  at  $382,500,  of  which  $205,000  was 
appropriated  prior  to  1895. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  the  channel  was.narrow  and 
only  about  5  feet  deep. 

The  sum  of  $253,948.39  had  been  expended  on  this  work  up  to  June 
30, 1897,  by  which  a  channel  had  been  secured  100  feet  in  width  and  12 
feet  in  depth  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  near  Providence  up  to  the 
lower  wharves  of  the  city  of  Pawtucket;  thence  a  channel  of  40  feet 
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width  and  12  feet  depth  had  been  completed  throagh  the  ledge  rock  to 
the  head  of  the  river,  with  the  exception  of  a  little  moi  e  than  one- third 
of  the  needed  work  in  the  upper  section. 

I>aring  the  fiscal  year  work  was  in  progress  throagh  the  upper  sec- 
tion of  ledge  rock,  and  the  channel  was  completed  to  full  width  of  40 
feet  and  depth  of  12  feet. 

The  effect  of  the  improvement  will  be  to  cause  the  use  of  vessels  of 
deeper  draft  than  formerly,  larger  cargoes,  and  cheaper  rates.  The 
completed  portion  of  the  channel  has  already  been  a  great  benefit  to 
the  commerce  of  the  river,  which,  in  1897,  amounted  to  a  tonnage  of 
200,000. 

The  work  yet  to  be  done  is  to  straighten  and  deepen  the  channel  in 
its  lower  portions. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  miexpended $23,571.20 

Jane  30,  1S&8,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 12,443.03 

July  1,  1898,  balance  nnexpended 11,128.17 

{Amonnt  (estimated)  reqnired  for  completion  of  existinji^  project 30, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    15, 000. 00 
Sabmitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyil  act  of  Jane  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  G  9.) 

10.  Providence  River  and  Narragansett  Bay,  Rhode  Island. — The  object 
of  this  improvement  is  to  furnish  a  wide  and  deep  channel  for  foreign 
and  coastwise  commerce  Irom  the  ocean  to  Providence. 

Before  the  improvement  of  the  river  was  commenced  in  1853  many 
shoals  obstructed  navigation,  and  at  one  point  in  the  channel,  a  place 
called  ^^The  Crook,"  the  available  low-water  depth  was  but  4.5  feet. 
Between  1852  and  1873,  $56,500  was  appropriated,  to  secure  first  9  and 
then  12  feet  depth  of  channel.    This  work  was  finished  in  1873. 

The  approved  project  of  1878,  as  modified  in  1882,  provides  for  the 
dee|)ening  of  the  river  and  the  deepening  and  widening  of  its  anchor- 
age basins,  so  as  to  secure  a  channel  of  at  least  25  feet  depth  at  low 
water  with  300  feet  width  from  the  deep  water  of  Narragansett  Bay  up 
to  Providence,  B.  I.,  and  so  as  to  secure  anchorage  basins  of  20  feet 
depth  with  600  feet  width,  18  feet  depth  with  725  feet  width,  12  feet 
depth  with  940  feet  width,  and  6  feet  depth  with  1,060  feet  width  from 
Fox  Point  to  Field  Point;  aU  at  a  total  cost  estimated  in  1882  at 
$075,000. 

At  the  adoption  of  this  project  the  channel  was  limited  to  12-foot 
depths,  and  the  anchorage  areas  were  much  too  small  and  shallow  for 
the  craft  seeking  them. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  provides  for  securing  a  ship 
channel  400  feet  in  width  and  of  a  depth  of  25  feet  at  mean  low  water 
from  Sassafras  Point,  in  Providence  Harbor,  through  Providence  Biver 
and  Narragansett  Bay  by  the  most  direct  route  practicable  to  the  ocean, 
by  way  of  the  '^  Western  Passage,"  so  called,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$732,820. 

The  item  in  the  act  is  as  follows : 

Improving  Providence  River  and  Narragansett  Bay,  Bhode  Island:  Continuing 
improvement,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  April  ninth, 
eighteen  hnndred  and  ninety-six,  twenty-five  thoasand  dollars :  Prot'idedf  That  con- 
tracts may  be  entered  into  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  such  materials  and  work  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  completion  of  such  project,  to  be  paid  for  as  appropriations 
may  from  time  to  time  be  made  by  law,  not  to  exceed  in  the  aggregate  seven  hun- 
dred and  Seven  thonaand  dollars,  exclusive  of  the  amount  herein  and  heretofore 
appropriated. 
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The  sam  of  $698,490.60  had  been  expended  on  this  work  up  to  Jnne 
30, 1897,  by  which  Balkhead  Rock  had  been  removed  and  the  channel 
300  feet  wide  and  25  feet  deep  had  been  secured  to  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence, and  an  anchorage  area  1,060  feet  wide,  with  depths  varying  from 
6  to  20  feet,  had  been  dredged;  but  both  the  channel  and  anchorage 
area  now  need  some  redredging. 

A  contract  is  in  force  for  dredging  the  river  channel  between  Sassa- 
fras and  Conimicut  points.  Ko  contract  has  yet  been  made  for  work 
in  the  Western  Passage. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  dredging  has  been  in  progress  on  the  400- 
fooL  channel  between  Sasfsafras  Point  and  Conimicut  Point,  and  745,655 
cubic  yards  of  mud  and  gravel  was  removed. 

A  survey  of  the  Western  Passage  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  secur 
ing  data  for  the  balance  of  projected  work,  and  the  map  is  now  being 
platted. 

The  available  unexpended  balance  will  be  applied  to  continuing  the 
dredging  in  the  new  ship  channel. 

The  improvement  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  commerce,  which  has 
increased  over  past  years.  Eleven  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  vessels  of  all  classes  have  entered  the  river,  carrying  a  total  ton- 
nage of  2,152,975. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $143, 152. 79 

Amount  appropriated  by  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1,  1898 125, 000. 00 

268, 152. 79 
June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 73, 128. 78 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 195,024.01 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities $17, 050. 70 

July  1,  1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 20, 498. 87 

37,549.57 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 157,474.44 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 457, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  400, 000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  C  10.) 

11,  Removal  of  Green  Jacket  8hoal,  Providence^  R  L — This  shoal  is  in 
that  part  of  Providence  Eiver  which  constitates  the  harbor  of  Provi- 
dence. It  lies  off  the  wharves,  on  the  sonth  front  of  the  city,  and 
occupies  a  part  of  the  harbor  that  is  required  for  anchorage  purposes, 
covering  an  area  of  about  18  acres  between  the  15-foot  carves  and  about 
30  acres  in  all. 

The  approved  project  of  1885  provides  for  the  removal,  to  25  feet 
depth  at  low  water,  of  a  middle  ground  shoal  of  about  30  acres  area  in 
Providence  Eiver,  opposite  the  city,  the  portion  to  be  removed  to  be 
at  least  200  feet  distant  from  the  harbor  lines  of  the  city;  all  at  a  total 
cost  estimated  in  1885  at  $112,346. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  the  shoal  in  many  places 
carried  only  1  foot  of  water  and  was  a  very  troublesome  obstruction. 

The  sum  of  $103,896.99  had  been  expended  on  this  work  up  to  June 
30, 1897,  by  which  23.8  acres  out  of  the  original  30  of  this  shoal  had 
been  dredged  to  25  feet  depth,  and  a  16-foot  depth  had  been  secured 
over  the  central  and  largest  portion  of  the  shoal,  in  addition  to  a  20-foot 
depth  in  the  main  channel,  making  an  important  addition  to  the 
anchorage  facilities  of  Providence  Harbor. 
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No  work  has  been  in  progress  daring  the  year. 

The  removal  of  this  shoal  will  enable  vessels  to  anchor  ont«ide  of  the 
chaunel  and  thus  remove  an  obstruction  to  vessels  going  to  or  from  the 
Providence  wharves. 

Jaly  1,  1897,  balance  UDexpended $353.01 

Jane  90, 1898,  amoimt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 20. 75 

Jnlyl,  1896,  balance  unexpended 332.26 

{Amoont  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 8, 096. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  prontably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endi  iig  June  80, 1900      8, 096. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acta  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  0  11.) 

12,  Harbor  at  Wickfordj  E,  I. — Wickford  Harbor  is  an  arm  of  Narra- 
gansett  Bay,  about  18  miles  south  of  Providence  and  12  miles  north- 
west of  Newport.  It  is  the  water  terminus  of  the  Wickford  Bailroad, 
which  connects  with  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Bailroad 
at  Wickford  Junction,  and  in  connection  with  a  ferry  route  from  Wick- 
ford to  Newport  forms  the  shortest  line  of  communication  between 
Newport  and  New  York  and  other  points  west. 

The  present  approved  project  of  1896  provides  for  the  removal  of 
certain  bowlders  and  deepening  the  harbor  by  dredging. 

The  somof  $15,56«3.89  had  been  expended  on  this  improvement  up  to 
Jane  30,  1897,  which  removed  some  of  the  bowlders  from  the  entrance 
to  the  harbor,  and  gave  a  channel  60  feet  wide  and  9  feet  deep  at  mean 
low  water,  with  enlargements  at  the  bends  up  to  the  wharves  in 
Wickford. 

The  unexpended  balance  is  to  be  applied  to  removing  a  few  additional 
bowlders. 

Joly  ly  1897,  balance  onexpended $736.11 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 736.11 

(See  Appendix  O  12.) 

13.  Newport  Harbor^  Rhode  Island. — This  harbor  is  at  the  main 
entrance  to  Narragansett  Bay,  and  all  the  year  it  serves  as  an  easily 
accessible  harbor  of  refuge  to  foreign  and  coastwise  commerce. 

Before  improvement  the  capacity  of  the  inner  harbor  was  limited  by 
shoals,  and  it  was  not  adequate  to  the  number  and  size  of  the  vessels 
seeking  it  for  refuge.  The  southern  or  main  entrance  was  obstructed  by 
a  bar  which  stretched  out  from  Goat  Island,  and  the  northern  entrance 
by  a  sharp  rocky  spit  near  Bose  Island,  and  the  general  business 
wharves  of  the  city  could  not  be  reached  at  low  tide  by  vessels  drawing 
more  than  8  feet. 

Between  1873  and  1875  $28,500  was  appropriated  to  secure  12  feet 
depth  in  the  harbor.    This  work  was  completed  in  1876. 

The  approved  project  of  1880,  as  modided  in  1882,  1883, 1884, 1890, 
and  1895,  provides  for  the  widening  and  deepening  of  the  channel  from 
Narragansett  Bay  into  Newport,  so  as  to  secure  15  feet  depth  at  low 
water  with  at  least  750  feet  width;  for  the  extension  of  the  13-foot  depth 
and  10-foot  depth  anchorage  basins;  for  the  partial  cutting  off  of  the 
shoal  spit  at  the  southern  end  of  Goat  Island,  and  for  the  construction 
of  jetties  on  the  western  shore  of  Goat  Island  so  as  to  protect  the  end 
of  this  island  from  erosion  and  to  prevent  the  drift  of  sand,  etc.,  around 
the  island  into  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  chaunel  and  harbor,  and  the 
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removal  of  Spindle  Eoek,  a  sharp  rocky  spit  near  Bose  Island;  all  at 
a  total  cost  estimated  in  1895  at  $206,200. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  this  harbor  was  limited  to  12 
feet  depth  at  low  water,  and  its  anchorage  area  was  too  small  for  the 
craft  seeking  harborage  at  this  place  during  the  summer  and  all  the 
year  during  storms. 

The  sum  of  9 180,422.80  had  been  expended  on  this  work  up  to  June 
30, 1897,  by  which  the  15-foot  channels  and  13-foot  anchorage  basins 
had  been  completed,  the  shoal  spit  at  the  southern  end  of  Goat  Island 
had  been  cut  off,  and  one  jetty  133  feet  long  had  been  built  westward 
from  Goat  Island.  The  southern  entrance  had  been  completed  for 
vessels  of  16  feet  draft,  and  of  the  total  area  to  be  dredged  within  the 
harbor  (about  90  acres)  about  75.25  acres  had  been  completed,  and 
409.14  cubic  yards  of  rock  had  been  removed  from  Spindle  Rock, 
securing  a  depth  of  8.5  feet  at  low  water  over  the  remaining  portion  of 
the  rock. 

Ko  dredging  or  stonework  was  in  progress  during  the  past  fiscal 
year,  for  want  of  funds. 

A  survey  of  the  water  front  of  the  harbor  was  made  and  two  public 
hearings  were  held  in  connection  with  the  establishment  of  harbor 
lines. 

The  work  required  to  complete  the  existing  projects  is  the  excavation 
of  a  small  remaining  portion  of  the  10-foot  anchorage  area;  also  the 
building  of  additional  jetties  outside  of  Goat  Island,  whenever  they 
may  be  required  to  arrest  the  drift  of  littoral  sand  and  gravel  into  the 
harbor  entrance. 

As  the  improvement  of  this  harbor  has  progressed  there  has  been  a 
large  increase  in  the  size  and  number  of  vessels  using  the  harbor.  The 
commerce  for  1897  shows  a  tonnage  of  434,900,  principally  fish,  coal, 
and  general  merchandise. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unxpended $85. 72 

Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 76. 70 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 9.02 

{  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 54, 200.  CO 
Amountthatcan  be  prontably  expended  in  tiscalyear ending  JuneSO,  1900    25,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  witb  requirements  of  sections  Jof  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  0  13.) 

14.  Harbor  of  refuge  at  Point  Judith^  Rhode  Island. — Point  Judith  is 
the  southeastern  extiemity  of  South  Kingston,  E.  1.,  and  marks  the 
southwestern  entrance  to  Narragansett  Bay.  A  long  ledge,  known  as 
Squid  Ledge,  extends  for  nearly  a  mile  in  a  south  by  easterly  direction, 
about  1.5  miles  west  of  the  point. 

The  approved  project  of  1889  provides  for  the  construction  of  a 
national  harbor  of  refuge,  nearly  a  mile  square  at  this  point,  by  means 
of  stone  breakwaters,  built  partly  on  Squid  Ledge  and  planned  so  as 
to  give  protection  against  easterly,  southerly,  and  westerly  storms,  the 
mainland  itself  forming  a  protection  on  the  north,  all  at  a  total  cost 
estimated  in  1889  at  $1,250,000,  all  of  which  has  been  appropriated. 

By  the  act  of  July  13,  1892,  authority  wjvs  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  make  contracts  for  the  completion  of  the  project,  on  the  basis 
of  the  above  estimated  total  cost,  the  work  to  be  paid  for  as  appropria- 
tions may  from  time  to  time  be  made  by  law. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  project  this  point  was  a  specially  dangerous 
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place  for  boato  aud  tows  to  pass  daring  storms  and  even  ordinarily  bad 
weather. 

The  sam  of  $900,093.82  had  been  expended  on  this  work  up  to  June 
30,  1897,  by  which  the  breakwater  had  been  (^mmenced  at  its  center, 
extended  to  a  total  length  of  about  5,760  feet  on  the  bottom,  of  which 
3,800  feet  of  the  eastern  arm  had  been  bnilt  up  to  its  full  height  and 
width  on  top,  and  an  additional  length  of  200  feet  sloping  oif  from  the 
eastern  end  had  been  built,  making  the  entire  length  of  the  eastern 
arm  4,060  feet  on  the  bottom.  The  remaining  1,700  feet  in  the  western 
arm  was  built  well  above  the  level  of  high  water,  and  the  greater  part 
of  this  up  to  the  full  height  of  10  feet  above  mean  low  water.  Three 
beacon  lights  had  been  established  and  maintained  on  the  built-up 
portions  of  the  breakwater. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  130,791.76  tons  of  stone  was  placed  in  the 
breakwater  (making  765,813.76  tons  in  all),  the  greater  portion  of  which 
was  used  to  complete  the  200  feet  at  eastern  end  to  full  dimensions  and 
to  bulid  up  the  sea  slope  of  1  on  2  on  the  east  wing,  and  the  remainder 
used  to  build  up  and  extend  the  western  arm,  which  now  has  a  length 
on  the  bottom  of  2,100  feet  from  the  central  beacon. 

It  is  reported  that  over  69,000  vessels  passed  the  harbor  during  the 
year  1897,  with  a  tonnage  of  33,980,000. 

The  limit  of  cost  of  this  improvement,  as  fixed  by  law,  was  based  on 
an  estimate  prepared  in  1889  from  the  best  information  then  available. 
Experience  and  additional  information  gained  since  that  time  showed 
that  if  the  breakwater  was  to  be  completed  to  the  extent  proposed,  the 
original  estimate  must  be  revised  and  materially  increased. 

The  total  amount  of  the  original  estimated  cost  having  been  appro- 
priated, an  estimate  of  $444,310.98  is  submitted  as  the  additional  sum 
that  will  be  required  to  complete  the  breakwater. 

It  is  propos^  to  apply  the  balance  available  to  continuing  the  con- 
stmction  of  the  breakwater. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  expended $349,944.79 

June  30, 18^,  amotmt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 151, 173. 21 

Joly  ly  1898,  balance  unexpended 198,771.58 

Joly  1, 1898, ontstanding  liabilities $46,243.96 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 135, 746. 42 

181, 990. 38 

July  1,1898, balance  available 16,781.20 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 444, 310. 98 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  iu  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  100, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  G  14.) 

15.  Entrance  to  Point  Judith  Pondy  Rhode  Island. — Point  Jndith  Pond 
is  a  shallow-draft  salt  pond,  lying  in  rear  of  the  sandy  beach  of  the 
Khode  Island  shore,  jnst  west  of  Point  Judith. 

The  improvement  desired  at  this  place  by  the  people  of  the  neighbor- 
hood is  the  reopening  of  an  old  entrance  long  ago  closed  by  the  ocean 
storms. 

The  present  entrance  to  this  pond  is  very  shallow  (less  than  3  feet), 
crooked,  and  variable  in  location,  and  lies  about  a  mile  west  of  the 
former  entrance. 

There  is  at  present  no  approved  prqject  for  the  improvement  of  this 
poud  entrance. 
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Up  to  June  30, 1897,  $518.38  had  been  expended  in  surveys. 

July  I,  1897,  balance  unexpeuded $9, 481.62 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 9,481.62 

(See  Appendix  0  15.) 

16.  Harbor  of  refuge  at  Block  Island^  Rhode  Island. — This  island  is 
about  14  miles  east  of  the  eastern  end  of  Long  Island,  and  about  10 
miles  distant  from  the  nearest  point  of  the  mainland. 

The  object  of  the  improvement  is  to  furnish  a  harbor  of  refuge  for 
medium-drafb  vessels  engaged  in  foreign  and  coastwise  commerce. 

Before  the  construction  of  the  present  harbor  Block  Island  had  no 
harbor  which  afforded  protection  for  decked  vessels. 

Between  1870  and  1876  $285,000  was  appropriated  for  a  breakwater 
for  a  harbor  for  medium  draft  vessels,  this  work  being  completed  in 
1878,  Between  1880  and  1882  $25,000  was  appropriated  for  dredging 
an  inner  basin  and  the  protection  of  the  shore  next  the  breakwater, 
this  work  being  completed  in  1884.  In  1884  $15,000  was  appropriated 
for  additions  to  the  old  breakwater,  this  money  being  so  spent  and 
work  completed  in  1884-85. 

The  approved  project  of  1884,  as  modified  in  1888,  provided  for  the 
construction  of  a  harbor  of  refuge  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  island, 
consisting  of  an  enlarged  inner  harbor  (or  basin)  800  feet  square  for 
small  vessels  and  an  exterior  harbor  for  larger  ones,  at  a  total  cost 
estimated  in  1888  at  $75,000.  This  project  was  practically  completed 
in  1893. 

The  present  approved  project,  that  of  1895,  based  on  the  report  of  the 
survey  ordered  in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  18, 1894,  provides 
for  raising  the  entire  breakwater  to  proper  height  and  stopping  sand 
leaks  between  certain  points,  and  dredging  the  main  inner  harbor  to  a 
depth  of  10  feet,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $83,985. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  this  harbor  was  neither  large 
enough  nor  well  enough  protected  for  the  proper  harborage  of  the  craft 
seeking  refuge  at  this  place  during  storms  and  bad  weather. 

The  sum  of  $401,824.36  had  been  expended  on  this  work  up  to  June 
30, 1897,  and  under  the  project  of  1888  the  gap  in  the  old  breakwater 
had  been  filled  up  so  as  to  make  the  breakwater  of  1,900  feet  total 
length;  the  sea  walls  of  the  inner  harbor  had  been  completed  (except 
as  to  stone  fender  piers  at  the  entrance) ;  wooden  fender  piers  had  been 
built  for  present  uses;  the  worst  rocks  and  bowlders  had  been  removed 
from  the  new  inner  harbor;  the  shoal  west  of  the  breakwater  had  been 
dredged  to  a  depth  of  9  feet  from  the  steamboat  wharf  to  within  100 
feet  of  the  north  wall,  and  the  entrance  to  the  inner  harbor,  which  had 
shoaled  up  from  the  drift  of  sand  through  the  main  breakwater,  had  been 
partially  dredged  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  and  redredged  to  10  feet  depth. 
In  June,  1897,  it  became  necessary  to  again  dredge  this  shoal,  and 
2,258  cubic  yards  of  material  had  already  been  removed. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  work  of  dredging  the  entrance  to  the 
inner  harbor,  which  was  in  progress  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year, 
was  completed  to  a  depth  of  10  feet  at  low  water  by  the  removal  of 
2,742  cubic  yards  of  sand. 

It  is  proposed  to  hold  the  unexpended  balance  to  be  applied  to  keep- 
ing the  entrance  clear  by  dredging. 

The  increase  of  depth  at  entrance  has  enabled  a  larger  class  of  ves- 
sels to  use  the  harbor,  and  since  the  completion  of  the  breakwater  a 
greater  number  of  vessels  use  the  harbor  for  refuge.    In  1897, 17,280 
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veBBels  ased  the  harbor,  and  the  commerce  amounted  to  51,714  tons,  an 
increase  over  previous  years. 

July  1,  1S97,  balance  nnexpoDded $4,675.64 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 2, 268. 77 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2,406.87 

Jnlyl,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 30.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 2,376.87 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 78, 985. 00 
Amount thatcanbeprontably expended infiscalyearendingJaneSO,  1900    25, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  0  16.) 

17.  Oreai  Salt  Pond,  Block  Island^  Rhode  Island. — The  Great  Salt 
Pond  is  located  about  the  center  of  Block  Island,  and  contains  a  large 
anchorage  area  for  deei>estdraft  vessels.  The  State  of  Rhode  Island 
and  town  of  New  Shoreham  have  appropriated  altogether  $115,000 
toward  securing  a  channel  connecting  it  with  the  ocean  on  the  west. 
The  channel,  under  the  approved  project  of  1895,  is  to  be  600  feet  wide 
and  to  have  a  central  depth  of  25  feet  for  a  width  of  150  feet,  sloping 
gradually  to  12  feet  in  a  width  of  504  feet;  the  channel  seaward  to  be 
protected  on  the  south  by  a  Jetty  extending  to  the  18-foot  contour,  and 
on  the  north  by  a  jetty  about  500  feet  long. 

With  the  funds  appropriated  by  the  local  authorities  a  channel  has 
been  dredged  450  feet  wide  with  a  minimum  width  of  150  feet,  carrying 
12  feet  depth  at  mean  low  tide;  a  jetty  on  the  south  side  of  the  channel 
has  been  built  out  837  feet,  and  on  the  north  side  about  250  feet  from 
the  shore. 

Under  governmental  improvement,  and  up  to  June  30, 1897,  the  sum 
of  $26,890.24  had  been  expended  and  the  south  jetty  had  been  extended 
1^262  feet  from  the  shore,  or  out  to  the  18- foot  contour. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1,200  tons  of  stone  was  placed  in  the  south 
jetty,  building  up  all  low  portions  of  the  jetty  to  full  width  and  height, 
and  completing  all  work  contracted  for. 

The  opening  of  this  harbor  has  been  of  great  benefit  commercially, 
the  commerce  of  1897  amounting  to  9,700  tons. 

There  remains  to  complete  the  existing  project  the  further  dredging 
of  the  channel  and  construction  of  the  north  jetty. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $13,109.76 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 10,978.59 

July  1,  1898.  balance  unexpended 2,131.17 

July  1,  1898,  outBtanding  liabilities 50.00 

Jolyl,  1898,  baUnoe  available 2,081.17 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 57, 567. 94 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  tiscalyear  ending  June  30, 1900    25, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  0  17.) 

18.  Removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  navi- 
gaiion^ — i.  Schooner  R.  L.  Dewis. — This  schooner  was  sunk  by  collision 
during  July,  1897,  in  Vineyard  Sound,  midway  between  Hedge  Fence 
and  Squash  Meadow  shoals.  Her  removal  was  completed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment force  and  plant  on  September  25^  1897. 
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J2.  Schooner  Mary  B,  Smith. — This  schooner  was  sunk  during  October, 
1897,  in  about  10  feet  of  water  in  Vineyard  Haven  Harbor,  and  its 
removal  accomplished  in  November,  1897,  by  hired  labor  and  use  of  the 
Government  plant. 

3.  Wreck  off  Quonocontaugj  B.  I, — ^The  spars  of  an  unknown  wreck 
were  reported  in  March,  1898,  as  an  obstruction  to  navigation,  about  4 
miles  south  of  the  Quonocontaug  Life  Saving  Station.  Their  removal 
has  been  authorized  and  will  be  accomplished  during  the  early  part  of 
the  next  fiscal  year. 

4»  Schooner  Asia. — ^This  schooner  was  sunk  on  Killpond  Bar  during 
March,  1898,  about  1  mile  east  southeast  of  the  Bass  Kiver  (Mass.) 
Light  Station.  Her  removal  has  been  authorized,  and  will  be  accom- 
plished during  the  early  part  of  the  next  fiscal  year. 

5.  Barge  ExceUior. — This  barge  was  wrecked  during  March,  1898,  and 
is  rei)orted  sunk  on  Killpond  Bar,  some  2  miles  southeast  of  the  Bass 
Biver  (Mass.)  Light  Station.  Eemoval  of  this  barge  has  been  author- 
ized and  will  be  accomplished  early  in  the  next  fiscal  year. 

6.  Schooner  Angola. — This  schooner  was  wrecked  in  May,  1898,  and 
is  reported  sunk  in  about  50  feet  of  water  some  1 J  miles  west-northwest 
of  the  Cross  Rip  Light-Ship  in  Vineyard  Sound.  This  wreck  is  regarded 
as  quite  dangerous  to  navigation^  and  has  been  marked  by  a  gas  buoy 
by  the  Light- House  Department.  Her  removal  has  been  authorized 
and  will  be  accomplished  at  an  early  date. 

The  cost  of  work  on  wrecks  during  the  year  was  $813.86. 
(See  Appendix  0  18.) 

PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATIONS    AND    SURVEY    MADE    IN    OOMPLIANOB 
WITH  RIVER  AND  HARBOR  ACT  OF  JUNE  3,  1896. 

The  preliminary  examinations  and  survey  of  the  following  localities, 
required  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  were  made  by  the 
local  engineer,  Maj.  D.  W.  Lockwood,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  reports 
thereon  submitted : 

1.  Preliminary  examination  of  Herring  River ^  Harwich^  Mass. — Major 
Lockwood  submitted  report  of  preliminary  examination  September  13, 
1897.  For  reasons  given  he  does  not  consider  the  locality  worthy  of 
improvement  by  the  General  Government,  and  his  views  are  concurred 
in  by  the  division  engineer.  Col.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
and  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers.  The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress 
and  printed  in  House  Doc.  No.  108,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session. 
(See  also  Appendix  C  19.) 

2.  Preliminary  examination  of  Salt  Pond^  Harwich^  Mass. — Major 
Lockwood  submitted  report  of  examination  September  13, 1897.  For 
the  reasons  given  in  the  report  he  does  not  deem  the  locality  worthy 
of  improvement  by  the  General  Government,  and  his  views  are  con- 
curred in  by  the  division  engineer,  Col.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, and  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers.  The  report  was  transmitted  to 
Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc.  ]So.  121,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  sec- 
ond session.    (See  also  Appendix  C  20.) 

3.  Survey  of  inner  harhor  at  Point  Judith  Pond,  Rhode  Island. — Major 
Lockwood  submitted  report  of  survey  August  12, 1897.  The  plan  of 
improvement  presented  provides  for  securing  an  entrance  300  feet  wide 
with  a  central  depth  of  8  leet  into  the  pond  and  the  dredging  of  a  chan- 
nel of  the  same  depth  for  a  distance  of  1  mile  to  reach  the  8  foot  depth 
in  the  pond.  The  cost,  including  that  of  bridging  at  Great  Island, 
is  estimated  at  $473,490,  and  the  cost  of  maintaining  an  entrance  into 
the  pond  is  uncertain. 

To  reach  the  towiiB  north  of  the  pond  would  require  the  dredging  of 
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the  small  stream  on  which  they  are  located,  and  Major  Lockwood  states 
that  this  work  would  be  very  expensive,  as  the  dredged  material  would 
in  all  probability  have  to  be  dumped  into  the  ocean  or  near  ttie  .south 
end  of  the  pond.  The  surveys  heretofore  made  have  not  been  suffi- 
ciently in  detail  to  warrant  a  proper  estimate  being  made  for  improve- 
ment north  of  the  pond,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  local  officer,  a  survey 
shoald  include  the  whole  pond  and  the  stream  emptying  into  it  from 
the  north.  He  also  states  that  the  upper  part  of  the  pond  will  freeze 
over  in  even  ordinarily  severe  winters,  so  that  continuous  navigation, 
leaving  out  of  consideration  the  violent  storms  to  which  the  locality  is 
subject,  can  not  be  assured. 

It  is  Major  Lockwood's  opinion  that  the  locality  is  not  worthy  of 
improvement,  as  the  cost  would  be  entirely  out  of  proportion  to  the 
benefits  to  be  conferred,  and  that  the  interests  are  local  rather  than 
national.  His  views  are  concurred  in  by  the  division  engineer,  Gol.  G. 
li.  Gillespie,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
'So.  lS2j  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  C  21.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  CONNECTICUT,  OF  PAWCA- 
TUCK  RIVER,  RHODE  ISLAND  AND  CONNECTICUT,  AND  OF  CONNECTI- 
CUT RIVER,  MASSACHUSETTS  AND  CONNECTICUT. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  Smith  S.  Leach,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  having  under  his  immediate  orders  Lieut.  V^illiam  J.  Bar- 
den,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  March  13  and  since  April  16, 1898.  Division 
Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  colonel,  Corps  of 
Engineers. 

1.  Pawcatuck  River,  Rhode  Islund  and  Connecticut, — The  navigable 
part  of  the  Pawcatuck  River  extends  6  miles  from  the  town  of  Westerly, 
H.  L,  to  its  outlet  in  Little  Karragansett  Bay;  thence  the  navigable 
channel  extends  through  Little  Narragansett  Bay  2^  miles  to  Stoning- 
ton  outer  harbor,  which  forms  the  approach  to  the  bay  and  river.  Littl^ 
Narragansett  Bay  is  about  1^  miles  wide  and  2^  miles  long,  and  is  sepa- 
rated from  the  ocean  by  a  sand  beach  joining  Watch  Hill  and  Napatree 
Point  and  another  west  of  the  point.  Its  outlet  into  Stonington  Har- 
bor is  about  three-fifths  of  a  mile  wide.  Pawcatuck  Eiver  has  a  width 
of  about  one  third  of  a  mile  at  its  mouth,  and  diminishes  to  200  feet  at 
Westerly;  its  average  width  is  1,000  feet.  The  object  of  the  improve- 
ment is  to  deepen  and  widen  the  channel  of  the  river  and  Little  Narra- 
gansett Bay  from  Westerly  to  Stonington  Harbor,  a  total  distance  of 
7^  miles.  The  improvement  previous  to  1884  was  carried  on  under  two 
projects,  one  for  Pawcatuck  Eiver  and  the  other  for  Little  Narragan- 
sett Bay,  but  now  it  is  -all  included  in  the  project  for  improvement  of 
Pawcatuck  River.  (For  maps  see  Report  Chief  of  Engineers,  1879, 
p.  314;  p.  624  of  1885,  and  House  Doc.  No.  62,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  first 
session.) 

Before  improvement  the  channel  of  the  river  was  crooked  and  ob- 
structed by  numerous  shoals,  on  some  of  which  there  was  but  1^  feet 
at  mean  low  water,  and  4^  feet  was  the  greatest  depth  that  could  be 
carried  across  the  shoals  of  the  bay.  The  mean  tidal  oscillation  is  2.6 
feet  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  2.3  feet  at  Westerly.  Between  1871 
and  1876  $50,000  was  appropriated  for  the  excavation  of  a  channel  in 
the  river  5J  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  75  feet  wide  below  the  wharves, 
and  from  35  to  40  feet  wide  between  the  upper  and  lower  wharves  at 
Westerly.  Between  1876  and  1883  $36,(»00  was  appropriated  for  mak- 
ing a  channel  through  the  bay  200  feet  wide  and  7^  feet  deep  at  mean 
]ow  water  by  dredging  and  the  removal  of  rocks  from  the  bay^  and 
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between  1885  and  1895  $48,400  was  appropriated  for  increasing  the 
depth  and  width  in  the  river  to  a  low- water  depth  of  8  feet  with  width 
of  100  feet  below  the  wharves  and  40  feet  opposite  the  wharves  at  Wes- 
terly. The  three  projects  have  been  completed  as  designed — the  first 
in  1876,  the  second  in  1884,  and  the  third  in  1895. 

The  present  approved  project,  that  of  1895,  based  on  the  report  of  the 
snrvey  ordered  in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  18, 1894,  provides 
for  a  channel  of  10  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water  from  Stonington  to 
Westerly,  with  a  width  of  200  feet  from  Stonington,  Conn,,  to  Avondale, 
B.  I.,  a  distance  of  about  4  miles;  a  width  of  100  feet  from  Avondale  to 
the  lower  wharves  of  Westerly,  a  distance  of  about  3  miles ;  and  a  width 
of  40  feet  between  the  upper  and  lower  wharves  at  Westerly,  a  distance 
of  about  one-half  mile,  at  a  total  estimated  cost  of  $200,361.60. 

The  sum  of  $135,970.96  had  been  expended  up  to  June  30, 1897,  by 
which  the  8foot  channel  had  been  completed  under  previous  projects 
from  Stonington  to  Westerly,  and  work  under  the  new  10-foot  project 
had  just  been  commenced. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  the  40-foot  channel 
opposite  the  wharves  at  Westerly  and  1,800  linear  feet  of  the  100-foot 
channel  below  the  wharves  have  been  completed  to  the  projected  depth 
of  10  feet  by  the  removal  of  ledge  rock  and  bowlders  and  dredging.  No 
work  having  been  done  at  the  lower  end  under  the  new  project,  8  feet 
at  mean  low  water  was  the  maximum  draft  that  could  be  carried  from 
Stonington  to  Westerly  at  the  close  of  work,  and  it  is  believed  that  no 
shoaling  has  occurred  since  that  time. 

The  effects  of  the  improvement  are  the  use  of  a  larger  class  of  vessels 
than  formerly,  larger  cargoes,  and  cheaper  freights  on  them. 

Table  of  comparative  atatUtios. 


Date. 


1,285 
2,045 
1,774 
1,824 
6,009 
1897 6,008 


1890. 
1893. 
1894. 
1895. 
1896. 


Vessels  of  all  kinds,  each  ar* 
rival  and  departure  togeth- 
er being  counted  as  one. 


Kg. 


Draft 


Feet. 

2to  8 
to  10 
to  10 
to  10 
to  10 
to  10 


Tonnage. 


3  to  300 
8  to  300 
3  to  300 
3  to  800 
3  to  800 
3to800 


Freight  tonnage. 


Beoeived 

and 
shipped. 


Ton*. 
28.667 
35, 968 
62,  805 
43, 671 
89. 086 
46,024 


Compared  with  pre* 
ceding  report. 


Increase. 


Tons. 


7,301 
16,837 


6,938 


Decrease. 


Tont, 


9,134 
4,585 


The  reported  valae  of  this  commerce  for  1895  (the  last  report  of  valae  received) 
was  $382,213. 
No  new  lines  of  transportation  have  been  established  during  the  year.  . 

Julyl,  1897,  balance  unexpended $13,029.05 

Jane  30,  1898,  amoant  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 12, 586. 18 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 442.87 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 185,361.60 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    15, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  D  1.) 

J2.  Harbor  of  refutje  at  Stonington^  Conn. — Stonington  Harbor  lies  on 

the  north  side  of  the  eastern  entrance  from  the  ocean  into  Long  Island 

Soand,  and  its  breakwaters  are  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  harbor 

of  refuge  for  vessels  entering  and  leaving  this  entrance.    Stonington 

Harbor  originally  waa  an  open  bay,  unprotected  firom.  southerly  atorms 
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and  obstructed  by  a  shoal  haying  a  low-water  depth  of  about  6  feet  at 
tbe  shoalest  part.  The  mean  tidal  oscillation  is  2.7  feet.  (For  maps 
see  Report  Chief  of  Engineers,  1882,  p.  598,  p.  632  of  1884,  p.  848  of 
1893,  and  for  further  information  p.  585  of  1881.)  Between  1827  and 
1831  about  937,000  was  spent  in  constructing  piers  or  breakwaters  in 
tbe  inner  harbor  for  the  protection  of  the  general  anchorage.  (Annual 
Report,  Chief  of  Engineers,  1879,  p.  326.)  In  1871  a  survey  of  the  har- 
bor was  provided  for,  and  in  1873  an  appropriation  was  made  for  dredg- 
ing the  harbor  to  12  feet  depth,  this  work  being  finished  in  1875. 
(Annual  Report,  Chief  of  Engineers,  1874,  Fart  II,  p.  246.)  Between 
1875  and  1879  $102,500  was  appropriated  for  the  construction  of  a 
weetem  breakwater  about  2,000  feet  long,  extending  to  18  feet  depth  of 
water,  and  for  dredging  the  harbor  to  12  feet  depth  inside  this  break- 
water, this  work  being  completed  in  1880. 

The  approved  project  of  1880  provides  for  the  construction  of  an 
eastern  breakwater  as  a  protection  to  the  outer  harbor,  this  break- 
water, about  half  a  mile  long,  to  extend  from  the  vicinity  of  Bartletts 
Reef  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Middle  Ground  Shoal,  or  until  it  gives  suf- 
ficient protection  to  the  harbor  against  southerly  winds,  all  at  a  total 
cost  (estimated  in  1884)  of  from  $143,000  to  $191,000,  according  to  length. 
This  did  not  include  the  cost  of  a  light-house  foundation  on  the  western 
end  of  the  structure.  The  positions  of  the  ends  of  this  breakwater 
have  not  been  definitely  determined. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  present  project,  that  of  1880,  the  outer  harbor 
bad  no  eastern  breakwater. 

To  June  30, 1897,  $146,364.62  had  been  expended  on  the  present  proj- 
ect, with  its  subsequent  additions,  completing  2,900  linear  feet  of  the 
eastern  breakwater,  at  a  cost  of  $143,011.85,  and  under  an  addition 
to  the  project  in  1884  a  cut  across  Noyes  Shoal,  160  feet  wide  and  17 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  had  cost  $4,187.22,  and  under  an  addition 
to  the  project  in  1896  a  dike  or  water  break  around  Stonington  Point 
had  cost  $3,352.77.  The  sum  of  $184,408.83  had  been  expended  on  pre- 
vious projects,  including  the  western  breakwater  and  dredging  at  the 
entrance  of  the  harbor,  making  the  aggregate  expended  to  that  date 
under  projects  for  Stonington  Harbor  $334,960.67.  The  deepening  of 
tbe  barbor  has  brought  about  a  large  increase  in  commerce,  and  the 
construction  of  breakwaters  affords  a  harbor  of  refuge  for  vessels  of  all 
kinds  in  the  inner  and  outer  harbors  which  is  extensively  used  as  such. 
The  maximum  draft  that  could  be  carried  to  the  docks,  at  time  of  last 
survey,  in  1895,  was  the  project  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low  water,  and 
as  far  as  known  that  depth  still  exists. 

During  the  fiscal  year  a  light  was  maintained  on  uncompleted  break- 
water.   Nothing  in  furtherance  of  the  project  was  done. 

Table  of  comparative  staiisHoa, 


Date. 


1891.. 
1892.. 

iiHa.. 

18K.. 
1896* 


Vessels  of  all  kinds,  each  ar- 

rival  and  departnre  together 

being  counted  as  one. 


No. 


6,300 
4.018 
3, 201 
3,201 
3, 9r>o 
4,265 


Draft. 


Feet. 
2|tol2 
3  to  12 
3  to  12 
3  to  12 
8  to  12 
21  to  12 


Tonnage. 


4to  1,500 
30tol,500 
30  to  1, 500 
30lol,500 
20  to  1.500 

7  to  1,500 


Freight  tonnage. 


Beceived 

and 
shipped. 


ToflM. 

274, 014 
300.000 
305. 750 
299.870 
322, 814 
840,650 


Compared  with  pre* 
ceding  report. 


Increase. 


Tom. 


25, 086 
6,760 


22,944 
26,836 


Decrease. 


Tons, 


6,880 


aLsBt  report  reoeired. 
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The  reported  value  of  this  oommorce  for  1895  (the  last  report  of  value  received) 
was  $45,810,830. 
No  new  lines  of  transportation  have  been  established  during  the  year. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $2,493.16 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 948. 71 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 1, 544. 45 

(See  Appendix  D  2.) 

3.  Mystic  River,  Connecticut — Mystic  River  is  a  narrow  tidal  stream 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  of  Connecticut.  The  navigable  part 
of  the  river  extends  in  a  general  northeasterly  direction  for  nearly  4 
miles  from  Fishers  Island  Sound,  past  the  villages  of  Noank,  West 
Mystic,  and  Mystic,  above  which  places  it  receives  the  discharge  of 
several  small  fresh-water  streams.  The  village  of  Mystic  lies  on  both 
the  east  and  west  banks  of  the  river,  about  3  miles  above  Fishers 
Island  Sound.  At  this  point  the  river  is  crossed  by  a  highway  bridge 
with  a  draw.  Nearly  a  half  mile  farther  down  is  the  drawbridge  of 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad. 

Directly  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  river  lie  Mystic,  or  Ram,  Island 
and  Ram  Island  Shoal,  which  cause  the  channel  to  divide  and  branch 
oft'  sharply  to  the  northeast  and  southwest.  The  northeast  channel  is 
18  feet  or  more  in  depth  and  of  sufficient  width,  but  crooked;  it  is  the 
one  used  by  large  vessels.  The  southwest  channel  opens  out  into  a 
broad  flat,  with  about  12  feet  available  depth. 

The  river  channel  up  to  within  a  half  mile  below  the  highway  bridge 
had  a  natural  low-water  depth  of  15  feet  or  more,  shoaling  to  about  10^ 
feet  near  the  bridge,  where  the  channel  was  very  narrow.  Its  width 
in  the  lower  part  (from  80  to  300  feet)  was  sufficient,  but  there  were 
several  bends  in  its  course,  which  made  it  somewhat  difficult  of  navi- 
gation. A  sketch  of  Mystic  River  was  printed  in  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  dhief  of  Engineers  for  1893,  page  898. 

The  mean  rise  of  tide  is  2^  feet. 

Under  act  of  Congress  of  August  11,  1888,  a  preliminary  examina- 
tion of  Mystic  River  was  made.  In  the  report  on  this  examination 
(Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1889,  Part  I,  p.  746)  a 
project  was  submitted  for  dredging  a  channel  15  feet  deep  at  mean 
low  water  and  100  feet  wide,  and  for  reducing  five  bends  in  the  chan- 
nel, at  an  estimated  cost  of  $30,000. 

This  project  was  adopted  under  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  Septem- 
ber 19, 1890,  appropriating  funds  for  beginning  work. 

In  the  conduct  of  the  work  of  dredging  in  this  river,  a  rock  having 
over  it  a  least  depth  of  about  9  feet  has  been  uncovered  near  Morgan 
Point,  and,  as  it  lies  within  the  limits  of  the  proposed  channel,  it  should 
be  removed  to  a  depth  of  16  feet,  for  the  safety  of  navigation.  The  proj- 
ect for  this  improvement  has  therefore  been  enlarged  to  provide  for 
the  removal  of  this  rock  to  the  depth  stated,  and  the  estimated  cost  of 
work  required  to  complete  the  project  has  been  increased  $6,600  to  per- 
mit the  removal  of  this  serious  obstruction  to  commerce. 

Up  to  July  1, 1897, 139,634  cubic  yards  of  sand  and  mud  had  been 
dredged.  The  channel  of  15  feet  depth  and  100  feet  width  had  been 
extended  to  the  highway  bridge  at  Mystic,  the  two  upper  of  the  bends 
had  been  widened  as  proposed,  and  the  lower  one  partly  as  proposed. 
No  work  had  been  done  upon  the  third  or  fourth  bend.  Expenditures 
to  the  same  date  had  been  $23,731.79.  During  the  past  fiscal  year, 
under  the  appropriation  of  1896,  the  fifth  or  lower  bend  was  widened 
50  feet  for  a  length  of  1,200  feet.    The  work  done  has  rendered  the 
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navigratioTi  of  the  river  somewhat  easier.  The  channel  is  now  com- 
pleted as  designed,  from  the  highway  bridge  at  Mystic  down  to  and 
including  the  second  bend,  1^  miles,  being  15  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water  and  100  feet  wide,  with  greater  widths,  up  to  300  feet  at  the 
bends.  So  work  has  yet  been  done  at  the  third  and  fourth  bends, 
opposite  Sixpenny  Island,  and  the  15-foot  channel  there  is  from  125  to 
duo  feet  wide.  At  the  fifth  or  lower  bend,  which  is  opposite  the  ship- 
yard, near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the  15-foot  channel  is  from  150  to 
300  feet  wide.  The  ledge  rock  occurs  at  the  sharpest  part  of  the  lower 
bend  and  in  the  northeast  side  of  the  channel,  and  has  a  least  depth 
(observed)  of  8.8  feet,  it  covers  an  area  of  about  40  by  60  feet  and 
has  been  marked  by  a  dolphin  of  piles.  The  width  of  the  channel  at 
this  point  is  160  feet.  The  project  is  advanced  fully  in  the  proportion 
of  the  aggregate  appropriated  to  the  original  estimates,  and  should  be 
complete  without  exceeding  the  latter.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  the  maximum  draft  over  the  improvement  was  15  feet  at  mean 
low  water.  Commerce  consists  of  local  supplies,  shipbuilding  mate- 
rials, etc. 

Table  of  comparative  statistice. 


VeBsels  of  all  kinds,  oacb  ar- 

Freight tonnage. 

Data 

rival  and  departure  to^ieth- 
er  being  coanted  as  one. 

Beceived 

and 
shipped. 

Compared  with  pre- 
ening report. 

No. 

DrafL 

Tonnage. 

Increa.se. 

Decrease. 

1801 

IM 

FesL 
7  to  12 

20  to  800 

Tont. 
31,008 

Tont. 

Tons. 

issaa 

ISM  a 

1895 

418 
344 
800 

6  to  16 
6  to  16 
6  to  16 

100  to  600 
100  to  600 
100  to  600 

23,050 
25,880 
21,667 

68,948 

18M 

2,830 

1807 

4,813 

a  Statistics  not  received. 

5  The  deoreaBe  is  owing  to  stoppage  of  work  at  Masons  Island  stone  quarry. 

The  reported  value  of  this  commerce  for  1897  was  $255,227. 
No  Dew  lines  of  transportatiou  have  been  establiHhed  during  the  year. 
The  ahove  does  doc  include  the  business  at  Palmer's  shipyard,  at  mouth  of  river 
(amounting  to  about  50,000  tons),  which  may  be  fouud  in  district  officer's  report. 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $3,268.21 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2,921.32 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 346.89 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 9, 600. 00 

Amount  that  cao  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  .J  one  30, 1900      9, 600. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  D  3.) 

4.  Thames  River,  Connecticut — This  river  is  a  tidal  stream  formed  by 
the  confluence  of  two  small  streams  at  Norwich,  Gonn.,  which  is  the 
head  of  navigation,  and  extends  thence  to  Long  Island  Sound,  a  dis- 
tance of  15  miles.  For  11  miles  above  its  mouth  the  river  has  a  natural 
channel  of  13  to  80  feet  depth,  but  for  the  upper  4  miles  the  available 
depth  was  originally  but  6  feet  at  mean  low  water.  The  tidal  oscilla- 
tion is  3.1  feet  at  Norwich  and  2.5  feet  at  the  mouth.  The  lower  stretch 
of  the  river  forms  the  harbor  of  New  London.  A  railroad  bridge  with 
a  draw  of  500  feet  clear  span  crosses  the  river  just  above  New  l^ndon. 
This  bridge  has  two  clear  openings  of  205  feet  each. 
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Histories  of  the  improvement  of  this  river  near  Norwich  may  be 
found  in  the  Annaal  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1873,  page 
981,  and  in  that  for  1879,  Part  I,  page  331,  and  further  information  in 
relation  to  present  project  in  report  for  1895,  pages  760-761.  Shaws 
Cove,  New  London  Harbor,  is  a  cove  on  the  west  side  of  Thames  River, 
about  2  miles  above  its  month,  and  constitutes  the  southern  water 
front  of  the  business  portion  of  the  city  of  New  London.  It  is  sepa- 
rated from  the  river  by  the  embankment  and  trestle  of  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad,  having  a  draw  of  55  feet  width. 
The  natural  depth  in  Shaws  Cove  was  from  2^  to  8  feet  at  mean  low 
water  in  a  narrow  and  crooked  channel  bordered  by  flats.  The  latest 
published  maps  of  the  river  will  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  1894,  page  628,  and  of  Shaws  Cove,  1893,  page  904. 
Harbor  lines  were  established  in  Shaws  Cove  in  1893. 

Under  an  appropriation  made  in  1836  a  project  was  adopted  for 
making  a  channel  14  feet  deep  at  high  water  (11  feet  at  low  water)  by 
dredging  and  by  building  dikes,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $72,650.  Work 
was  stopped  in  1839  by  exhaustion  of  appropriations  before  the  project 
was  completed. 

Under  an  appropriation  made  in  1866  a  project  was  adopted  for 
dredging  to  make  a  channel  of  11  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water.  This 
was  modified  in  1879  to  make  the  depth  14  leet  at  mean  low  water,  and 
in  1882  training  walls  were  projected  to  maintain  the  channel,  the 
width  of  which  was  placed  at  200  feet.  In  compliance  with  the  river 
and  harbor  acts  of  1888  and  1892,  the  project  was  extended  to  provide 
for  a  depth  of  16  feet  up  to  Allyn  Point,  5  miles  below  Norwich,  and 
for  a  chaunel  100  feet  wide,  with  an  anchorage  basin  adjacent,  in  Shaws 
Cove,  New  London,  where  the  depth  was  to  be  12  feet. 

The  present  project  therefore  consists  in  making  and  maintaining  by 
dredging  and  a  system  of  training  walls  a  channel  200  feet  wide  from 
New  London  to  Norwich,  to  be  16  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  to  Allyn 
Point,  and  thence  to  Norwich  to  be  14  feet  deep,  together  with  dredging 
in  Shaws  Cove,  New  London,  to  make  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  12 
feet  deep  and  an  anchorage  basin  of  the  same  depth  and  of  aboat  7^ 
acres  area.  The  estimated  cost  from  the  beginning  is  $457,600.  The 
estimated  cost  of  maintaining  the  channel  is,  approximately,  $8,000  per 
year. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897,  $376,475.34  had  been  expended  under  the  present 
project.  Three  of  the  five  proposed  training  walls  bad  been  completed, 
and  the  fourth  nearly  so.  The  proposed  river  channel  was  completed  to 
Allyn  Point;  thence  to  a  point  just  below  Norwich  it  had  been  made  the 
full  depth  of  14  feet,  with  widths  from  175  to  100  feet.  The  12  foot  chan- 
nel in  Sh  aws  Cove  had  been  completed ,  and  the  anchorage  basin  had  been 
half  finished. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year,  under  appropriation  of  1896,  the  14-foot 
channel  was  extended  1,200  feet,  or  to  the  deep  water  at  the  Norwich 
docks,  with  a  width  of  100  feet,  and  it  was  widened  from  25  to  50  feet 
for  a  length  of  a  mile  below  the  New  York  and  New  England  Railroad 
Dock  at  Norwich.  At  the  close  of  work  in  September,  1897,  the  14-foot 
channel  had  been  carried  from  Allyn  Point  to  Norwich,  with  widths  of 
from  100  to  175  feet,  and  as  far  as  known  the  same  depth  now  exists. 
No  shoaling  has  been  reported  in  the  16-foot  channel  to  Allyn  Point,  and 
the  depth  of  the  dredging  in  Shaws  Cove  is  still  as  above  stated. 

Commerce  at  Norwich  and  Allyn  Point  consists  mainly  of  coal,  lum- 
ber and  other  building  materials,  iron,  and  miscellaneous  goods.  The 
work  done  has  reduced  the  cost  of  transportation  by  enabling  freight  to 
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be  bron£:bt  in  vessels  of  14  feet  draft  instead  of  8  feet.  The  river  com- 
nierceof  thepresentdaycould  not  havebeeu  carried  without  the  increased 
depth. 

Comnierce  in  Shaws  Gove  consists  mainly  of  lamber  and  coal.  Fish- 
ing steamers  and  pleasure  boats  use  the  cove  for  wintering  and  for  fitting 
out  in  the  spring.  The  work  done  has  added  materially  to  the  conven- 
ience of  this  navigation,  but  has  not  noticeably  atiected  its  amount. 

Tahh  of  comparative  statistics, 
[Inclading  Shaws  Ck>Te,  New  London  Harbor.] 


Date. 


1890.. 
1891.. 
1893.. 
1894* 
1896.. 
UB7.. 


VoAsels  of  all  kinds,  each  ar- 
rival and  departure  together 
being  counted  as  one. 


No. 


810 
219 
1.906 
1,217 
1,844 
1,762 


Draft. 


Feet. 
4  to  16 
4  to  16 
4  to  16 

4  to  16 

5  to  10 

6  to  19 


Tonnage. 


100  to  1, 500 
100  to  1,600 
100  to  1, 600 
100  to  1, 600 
100  to  1, 900 
100  to  1,900 


Freight  tonnage. 


Beoeived 

and 
shipped. 


Tont. 
467, 144 
609,568 
546,900 


421,945 
874,724 


Compared  with  pre- 
ceding report. 


Increase. 


Tom. 


142.424 


Decrease. 


Tons, 


62,668 


121, 055 
50,221 


a  Tonnage  not  received. 

The  reported  valae  of  this  oommeroe  for  1893  (the  last  report  of  value  received) 
was  $25,000,000. 
No  new  Iijies  of  transportation  have  been  established  during  the  year. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $12,024.66 

Tune  SO,  1S96,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 9,958.85 

July  1, 1896,  balance  unexpended 2,065.81 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 69, 100. 00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  maintenance  annually 8, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  including  maintenance 20,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4^  1897. 

(See  Appendix  D  4.) 

5.  Connecticut  Biver  below  Hartford^  Conn. — ^The  Connecticut  River 
below  Hartford  is  a  large  stream.  For  the  first  21  miles  it  flows  in  a 
winding  course,  mostly  through  alluvial  meadows,  which  are  overflowed 
at  high  water,  and  which  consist  of  a  light,  sandy  soil,  easily  under- 
mined. For  the  remaining  29  miles  to  Long  Island  Sound,  at  Say- 
brook  Point,  the  course  is  straighter,  the  banks  more  permanent,  and 
generally  harder.  A  gauge  has  been  established  at  Hartford  whose 
zero  is  the  lowest  stage  that  the  water  is  known  to  have  reached  from 
natural  causes.  Closing  the  gates  at  the  Holyoke  Dam  in  time  of 
drought  has  caused  the  water  to  fall  lower. 

The  usual  low- water  stage  of  the  river  in  the  summer  is  about  1  foot 
on  this  gauge.  Spring  freshets  ordinarily  rise  to  20  feet;  the  highest 
recorded  stage  of  water  is  29  feet. 

The  average  tide  at  Saybrook  is  3^  feet;  at  Hartford  it  is  1  foot, 
though  when  the  water  stands  above  5  feet  on  the  Hartford  gauge  the 
tide  there  is  not  perceptible.  The  low-water  slope  of  the  river  from 
Hartford  to  Saybrook  averages  0.0458  foot  per  mile.  The  bed  of  the 
river  through  the  alluvial  meadows  within  10  miles  of  Hartford  is  con- 
Btantly  changing  from  the  undermining  of  the  banks.  It  is  said  that 
in  places  it  has  changed  its  position  a  half  mile.    The  bars  in  this  part 
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of  the  river,  after  being  dredged,  form  again  during  freshets  and  ice 
jams,  so  that  some  of  them  require  to  be  dredged  annually,  others  less 
frequently.  This  part  of  the  river  was  worked  upon  by  corporations 
and  by  private  parties  at  various  times  between  1800  and  1870.  Sev- 
eral small  stone  piers  to  deepen  the  channel  at  shoal  places  were  built 
in  this  way.  >Some  of  these  are  covered  by  new  banks,  the  channel 
iias  shifted  to  the  opposite  side  of  others,  and  others  still  have  been 
dredged  out  because  they  had  come  to  be  obstructions.  The  depth 
sought  by  these  works  was  6  feet  at  low  water. 

Before  the  beginning  of  improvements  by  the  United  States  the  avail- 
able depth  over  Say  brook  Bar  was  7  feet  at  mean  low  water;  thence  to 
Hartford  the  available  depth  over  the  shoalest  of  the  river  bars  was 
about  5  feet  at  low  water,  being  generally  at  its  minimum  after  the  spring 
freshets,  and  increasing  as  the  period  of  summer  low  water  continued. 

By  act  of  Ju}y  4, 1836,  Congress  appropriated  $20,000  "for  improving 
the  harbor  at  Saybrook  by  removing  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Con- 
necticut River.^'  A  survey  was  piade  and  a  plan  submitted  for  dredg- 
ing a  cut  500  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  at  an 
estimated- cost  of  $54,380.50.  A  channel  was  dredged  1,500  feet  long, 
50  feet  wide,  and  from  11  to  12  feet  deep  in  1840;  it  almost  completely 
filled  up  during  the  storms  and  freshets  of  the  following  winter  and 
spring.  No  further  appropriation  was  made  for  this  project  except  to 
pay  a  balance  due  the  contractors.  By  act  of  March  2, 1867,  Congress 
ordered  a  survey  of  the  Connecticut  River,  which  was  made  that  year, 
and  which  embraced  the  principal  bars  and  obstructions  between  Hart- 
ford and  Long  Island  Sound.  The  report  upon  this  survey,  printed  in 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1868,  page  754,  pre- 
sented a  plan  for  improving  the  river  below  Hartford  by  dredging  to 
make  a  channel  8  feet  deep  at  low  water  and  100  feet  wide  in  the  river; 
8^  feet  deep  and  200  feet  wide  at  Saybrook  Bar,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river;  protecting  the  shore  at  Hartford  and  Wethersfield  by  piling, 
and  removing  Chester  Rock,  at  a  total  estimated  cost  of  $70,000,  with 
an  estimate  of  $10,000  as  the  annual  cost  of  maintaining  these  chan- 
nels. This  project  was  adopted  under  authority  of  the  river  and  har- 
bor act  of  1870,  which  made  an  appropriation  for  beginning  the  work. 

In  1873  a  project  was  adopted  for  improving  the  channel  at  Saybrook 
Bar,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  by  dredging  and  by  building  three  jet- 
ties, at  an  estimated  cost  of  $336,610.  Two  of  the  proposed  jetties 
were  completed  in  1881,  and  the  third  was  found  to  be  unnecessary. 

In  1880  a  plan  was  adopted  for  permanent  improvements  at  the  worst 
six  bars  in  the  river  by  riprap  wing  dams  or  dikes,  mattresses,  shore 
protection,  and  rectification  of  the  banks,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$330,487.  Dikes  at  Hartford  and  Glastonbury  bars  were  built.  In  1887, 
when  it  had  become  evident  that  these  constructions  would  not  suffi- 
ciently reduce  the  amount  of  dredging  required  each  year,  the  plan  was 
abandoned,  and  the  project  of  1870  for  annual  dredging  was  reverted 
to,  modified  to  provide  for  a  depth  of  9  feet  at  extreme  low  water, 
together  with  estimates  for  completing  the  Saybrook  jetties  and  dredg- 
ing between  them  to  12  feet  depth  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $80,000. 
This  was  modified  in  1889  to  include  raising  the  Hartford  Dike  to  15 
feet  above  low  water,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $50,000. 

The  present  project  is  therefore  the  project  of  1870,  modified  to  pro- 
vide for  a  channel  from  Long  Island  Sound  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  to  be  400 
feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  across  Saybrook  Bar,  and 
thence  to  Hartford  to  be  100  feet  wide  (or  as  nearly  that  as  pra(jticable) 
and  9  feet  deep  at  extreme  low  water,  or  about  10  feet  at  ordinary  sum- 
merlow  tide,  the  channela  to  be  maintained  by  amiual  dredging  in  the 
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river  and  by  enlargiDg  the  Saybrook  jetties  and  the  Hartford  Dike  at 
an  estimated  cost — 

For  annoAl  diedginff • $10,000 

For  permanent  work,  which  inclades  the  dredging  at  Saybrook  Bar  (esti- 
mated in  1889) 130,000 

The  maintenance  of  navigable  channels  by  annaal  dredging  has  been 
held  paramoont  in  the  project,  and  is  the  only  work  of  improvement  done 
upon  this  river  since  1887,  the  available  funds  at  no  time  having  been 
sufficient  for  enlarging  the  dike  or  Saybrook  jetties  or  for  additional 
dredging  at  Saybrook  Bar.  The  jetties  are  constantly  deteriorating, 
and  are  now  in  a  condition  demanding  attention. 

The  total  amoant  expended  by  the  CTnited  States  for  this  improve- 
ment from  1836  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $456,245.61. 

July  1, 1897,  annual  dredging  was  in  progress  to  remove  the  shoals 
which  had  formed  during  the  freshets  of  the  preceding  spring.  Dredg- 
ing was  resumed  near  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  to  clear  the  channels 
after  this  year's  flood,  and  is  in  progress  at  the  date  of  this  report.  The 
annual  dredging  will  usually  be  between  May  20  and  August  15. 

Sketches  of  the  Connecticut  River  from  Hartford  to  Kocky  Hill  and 
of  Saybrook  Bar  were  printed  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  1885,  page  636.  The  river  from  the  sound  to  Hartford  is 
shown  on  Coast  Survey  charts  253,  254,  255,  and  256. 

Commerce  consists  mainly  of  coal,  stone  (shipped  from  Portland  and 
vicinity),  building  materials,  and  miscellaneous  freight. 

The  work  done  and  being  done  has  reduced  freights  on  these  articles 
materially,  and  without  the  improvements  there  could  be  little  com- 
merce on  the  river. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  at  extreme  low 
water  over  the  shoalest  part  of  the  river  under  improvement  is  9  feet. 

Table  of  comparative  siatisiios. 


VmmIs  of  all  kinds,  each  ar- 

Freight tonnage. 

Date. 

rival  and  departure  together 
being  ooonted  as  one. 

Received 

and 
shipped. 

Compared  with  pre- 
ceding  report. 

No. 

Draft. 

Tonnage. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1890 

Feet, 
7  to  12 
7  to  12 
7  to  12 
7  to  12 
6  to  12 
6  to  12 

100  to     600 
100  to  1, 000 
100  to  1,000 
100  to  1,600 
100  to  1,600 
100  to  1,600 

Tons. 
1,005.000 
650,000 
560,000 
712, 000 
772,000 
810, 000 

Tone. 

Tone. 

1893 

1,200 
1,130 
1,300 
1,300 
1,350 

445,000 

I8B4 

90,000 

uas 

152, 000 
60,000 
88,000 

18N 

M97 

The  reported  yalue  of  this  oommerce  for  1897  was  $45, 500, 000. 

No  Dew  lines  of  transportation  have  been  established  during  the  year. 

Jnly  1,  1S97,  balance  nnexpeoded $19,924.39 

June  ^,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 10, 395. 32 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 9,529.07 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $2,542.33 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 5, 257. 67 

July  1, 1888,  balance  avaUable 1, 729. 07 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 130, 000. 00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  maintenance  annually 10,  (XX).  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  including  maintenance 20,  (XX).  00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  2>  3 J 
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6.  Harhorof  refuge  at  Buck  Island  Harbor^  Connecticut. — ^Dack  Island 
Harbor  is  a  bay  on  the  north  shore  of  Long  Island  Sound.  It  is  about 
7  miles  west  of  the  month  of  the  Oonnecticut  Kiver  and  midway  between 
the  harbors  of  New  Haven  and  New  London.  In  this  distance  of  46 
miles  there  is  no  harbor  of  sufficient  size  and  depth  to  shelter  any  con- 
siderable part  of  the  general  commerce  of  the  sound.  Duck  Island 
Harbor  has  a  large  anchorage  area,  with  depths  of  16  feet  or  more  at 
low  tide,  and  with  good  holding  bottom.  It  is  sheltered  from  the  north 
by  the  mainland,  partly  sheltered  from  the  east  by  Meuunketesuck 
Point,  and  slightly  sheltered  from  the  south  by  Duck  Island,  an  island 
about  900  feet  long  (north  and  south)  by  300  feet  wide,  situated  in  the 
mouth  of  the  harbor,  rather  more  than  half  a  mile  west- south  west  from 
Meuunketesuck  Point.    The  mean  tidal  oscillation  is  3.80  feet. 

The  project  for  this  improvement,  adopted  by  the  river  and  harbor 
act  of  1890,  provides  for  the  construction  of  three  riprap  breakwaters 
of  3,000, 1,750,  and  1,130  feet  length,  respectively,  inclosing  and  shelter- 
ing an  area  of  about  115  acres,  with  two  ample  entrances.  The  adopted 
grade  is  6  feet  above  high  water,  with  crown  of  10  feet  and  slopes  of  2  on 
3  outside  and  1  on  1  inside.  The  estimated  aggregate  cost  is  $463,540. 
For  map  see  Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  1887,  page  644. 

Work  under  this  project  was  begun  in  May,  1891,  and  up  to  June  30, 

1897,  $91,673.45  had  been  expended,  and  2,385  linear  feet  of  the  west 
breakwater  had  been  built,  extending  westwardly  from  Duck  Island  to 
a  low.- water  depth  of  17  feet.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a  contract 
was  in  force  for  work  under  the  appropriation  of  $24,000,  act  of  June  3, 
1896,  but  the  contractor  failed  to  commence  work,  and  the  conti^act 
expired  by  limitation  on  August  27.  The  work  was  relet,  and  a  con- 
tract made  on  November  6  for  extending  and  enlarging  the  breakwater 
westerly  from  Duck  Island.  Work  was  begun  on  November  8,  and  con- 
tinued throughout  the  remainder  of  the  year,  and  up  to  the  close 
of  the  year  20,935  tons  of  riprap  was  placed  in  the  work,  extending 
it  370  linear  feet,  and  repairing  380  linear  feet  on  outer  end  of  work  built 
under  previous  contract.    The  contract  will  be  completed  by  August  1, 

1898.  A  light  was  maintained  at  end  of  the  uncompleted  structure 
during  the  year. 

The  breakwater  now  affords  a  limited  shelter  from  south  and  south- 
east storms,  and  is  to  some  extent  sought  for  that  purpose. 

The  commerce  to  be  benefited  by  this  improvement  is  the  passing 
commerce  of  Long  Island  Sound,  which  may  find  it  convenient  or 
necessary  to  seek  shelter  behind  the  breakwater  during  storms.  Its 
value  can  not  be  estimated  with  any  accuracy. 

A  record  kept  by  the  light  keeper  showed  that  188  vessels  had  been 
anchored  behind  the  breakwater  during  the  year  ending  July  1;  1897. 

No  report  has  been  received  for  this  year. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpeDded $22,326.55 

Jnne  20,  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 15, 434. 78 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 6/891.77 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities $3,423.28 

July  1,  1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 2, 883. 65 

^— — — —     6, 306. 93 

Jul,   1, 1898,  balance  available 584784 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 319, 540. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30,1900    25, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  D  6.) 
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7.  Netc  Haven  Harbor j  Oonnectiout — New  Haven  Harbor  is  a  bay  on 
the  north  shore  of  Long  Island  Sound,  extending  about  4  miles  inland 
and  from  1  to  2  miles  wide.  The  Mill  and  Quiniiipiac  rivers  empty  into 
the  head  of  the  harbor  from  the  northeast.  They  are  navigable  for 
aboat  1  and  3  miles,  respectively,  above  their  mouths.  The  mean  range 
of  tides  is  6.1  feet. 

The  harbor  channel  is  from  400  feet  to  a  mile  wide,  with  mud  and 
sand  flats  on  either  side.  When  the  Government  began  work  in  this 
harbor  in  1867  the  available  low-water  depth  from  the  wharves  to 
Cranes  Bar,  one- third  way  down  the  harbor,  was  9  feet;  thenee  to  Fort 
Hale,  halfway  down,  it  was  16  feet  or  over.  Just  below  Fort  Hale  was 
a  broad  shoal  of  very  soft  mud  extending  across  the  channel,  with  13 
feet  available  depth  at  mean  low  water.  The  harbor  entrance  was 
partly  obstructed  by  several  sunken  rocks. 

Several  plans  for  removing  certain  of  the  rocks  at  the  harbor 
entrance  have  been  proposed,  and  work  upon  two  of  them  was  begun. 
Before  they  were  completed  the  light- house  was  removed  to  Southwest 
Ledge,  and  the  project  tor  breakwater  construction  at  the  harbor 
entrance  was  adopted,  using  these  rock  shoals  as  a  base  and  making 
their  removal  unnecessary. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  1871  the  project  was  extended  to  include 
dredging  a  channel  in  the  harbor.  This  was  at  first  designed  to  be  13 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  200  feet  wide.  When  appropriations 
were  msde  beyond  what  was  required  for  completion  of  the  project  it 
was  from  time  to  time  extended,  and  now  consists  in  making  a  channel 
16  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  from  400  to  700  feet  wide  from  Tom- 
linson's  bridge,  at  the  head  of  the  harbor,  to  Long  Island  Sound,  by 
dredging  and  construction  of  a  dike  to  contract  the  channel  width  over 
Fort  Hale  Bar,  at  an  estimated  cost  from  beginning  of  $348,000. 
Details  concerning  the  several  extensions  of  the  project  were  printed 
in  the  Annual  Eeport  for  1895,  page  777. 

For  maps  see  Annual  Report,  Chief  of  Engineers,  1889,  page  678, 
page  702  of  Report  for  1896,  and  House  Doc.  No.  82,  Fifty-fifth  Con- 
gress, first  session. 

Harbor  lines  for  New  Haven  Harbor  were  established  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  November  17, 1894,  and  were  slightly  modified  and  amended 
by  him  March  2,  1895,  and  May  20, 1895. 

The  total  amount  expended  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $316,773.14,  at 
which  date  a  dike  had  been  built  from  Sandy  Point  to  contract  the 
channel  width  on  Fort  Hale  Bar,  the  length  of  its  channel  arm,  2,089 
feet,  being  about  two-thirds  the  projected  length;  the  channel  up  to 
the  wharves  had  been  made  16  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  and  from 
400  to  700  feet  wide,  except  across  Fort  Hale  Bar,  where  the  width  was 
but  100  feet. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  dredged  channel  over  Fort  Hale  Bar, 
6,560  feet  long,  was  increased  to  200  feet  width. 

Under  the  existing  project  there  remains  only  the  widening  of  the 
channel  over  Fort  Hale  Bar  by  dredging,  and  the  extension  of  the  dike, 
if  necessary.  A  resurvey  of  the  harbor  was  made  in  July  and  August, 
1896,  and  a  revised  project  presented  to  Congress  and  printed  as  House 
Doc.  82,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  first  session.  The  revised  project,  if 
adopted,  will  involve  dredging  to  greater  depth  and  over  somewhat 
greater  areas. 

On  June  30, 1898,  the  maximum  draft  that  could  be  carried  over  the . 
shoalest  part  of  the  improvement,  which  is  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
harbor,  was  14  feet  at  mean  low  water.    The  Fort  Hale  Channel  still 
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retains  16  feet  depth,  but  has  narrowed  25  to  50  feet  by  caving  in  of 
the  side  banks. 

The  commerce  of  New  Haven  consists  mainly  of  coal,  iron,  lumber, 
and  miscellaneous  freights.  The  increased  depth  resulting  from  the 
improvement  has  facilitated  the  transportation  of  these  freights  and 
lessened  the  delay  for  tides.  A  large  part  of  the  present  commerce 
could  not  have  been  carried  on  without  the  improved  channel* 

Table  of  comparative  staiiatioa. 


Date. 


1880 

1890 
1892 
18!)4 
1895 
1896 


VeAselfl  of  all  kinds,  eaoh  ar- 
rival and  departure  together 
being  oooiited  as  one. 


No. 


18.845 
18,U25 
29,  U93 
29,  H60 
31,400 
28,650 


Draft. 


Feet. 
6  to  18 
6  to  20 
6  to  20 
6  to  22 
6  to  22 
6to22 


Tonnage. 


100  to  1, 000 
100  to  1, 200 
100  to  1.800 
100  to  2, 500 
100  to  2,  600 
100  to  2, 600 


Freight  tonnagi 


Beceived 

and 
shipjMd. 


Tons. 
2, 205, 813 
2, 980. 400 
3, 143,  UOO 
3, 184, 000 
3, 295, 900 
3, 052, 000 


Compared  with  pre- 
ceding report. 


Increase.     Decrease 


Tons. 


774,587 

162,600 

41.000 

111,900 


Tons. 


243,900 


The  reported  valne  of  this  commerce  for  1896  was  $250,195,000. 
No  new  lines  of  transportation  have  been  established  during  the  year.    Statistics 
for  1897  have  not  been  received. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $9,226.86 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  iiscal  year 8, 663. 98 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 562.88 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 28, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profita'jly  expended  in  fiscal  year  endiug  J  une  30, 1900    28, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  complianco  with  requiremerts  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  18(36  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  D  7.) 

8.  Breakwaters  at  New  Haven,  Conn, — l^ew  Haven  is  the  only  natural 
harbor  of  any  considerable  area  and  depth  in  Lon^  Island  Sound 
between  Kew  London  Harbor,  45  miles  east,  and  Huntington  Bay,  32 
miles  southwest.  At  this  point  Long  Island  Sound  is  at  its  widest, 
and  the  broad,  open  mouth  of  the  harbor  letl  the  anchorage  grounds 
exposed  to  storms  from  a  southerly  quarter,  so  that  vessels  driven  in  by 
stress  of  weather  were  frequently  obliged  to  cross  Fort  Hale  Bar,  going 
from  2  to  4  miles  up  the  harbor,  and  to  anchor  in  the  dredged  channel 
in  order  to  reach  secure  shelter.    The  mean  rise  of  tide  is  6.1  feet. 

January  21,  1875,  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  called 
"for  a  report  from  surveys  already  made  in  regard  to  the  expediency 
and  estimate  of.  expense  of  a  breakwater  between  the  eastern  shore  of 
the  entrance  to  said  harbor  [New  Haven  Harbor]  and  Southwest  Ledge, 
so  called,  or  such  part  of  said  distance  as  may  be  found  most  expedient 
or  necessary  for  the  protection  of  said  harbor."  In  reply  to  this  reso- 
lution a  report  was  made  January  27,  1875  (printed  in  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1875,  Part  II,  p.  251),  with  esti- 
mates for  three  different  locations  for  the  breakwater. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  1879  appropriated  $30,000  for  the  "con- 
struction of  a  breakwater  at  New  Haven,  Conn."  The  several  plans 
were  referred  to  The  Board  of  Engineers,  whose  report  (printed  in  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1880,  p.  449)  recommended 
two  riprap  breakwaters,  each  to  be  12  feet  wide  on  top,  the  top  being 
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6  feet  above  mean  high  water,  one  to  extend  from  Southwest  Ledge  to 
Qnixes  Ledge,  a  distance  of  3,300  feet,  and  one  4,200  feet  long,  extend- 
ing northwest  and  southeast  and  overlying  Laddington  Eock,  the 
whole  estimated  to  cost  $1,311,134.  This  project  was  adopted,  and 
onder  it  the  east  breakwater  was  bnilt. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  1888  authorized  the  relocation  of  the 
western  breakwater,  and  a  modification  of  the  project  was  submitted 
in  the  Annual  Report  of  1889.  The  river  and  harbor  act  of  1890  appro- 
priated $120,000  for  '^constructing  breakwater  at  New  Haven,  Gonn., 
in  accordance  with  plans  submitteid  by  the  Chief  of  Eugineers  in  the 
report  for  1889,  page  678."  The  project  for  this  work,  thus  modified, 
consists  of  making  a  harbor  of  refuge  at  the  entrance  to  New  Haven 
Harbor  by  constructing  four  breakwaters,  one  extending  from  South- 
west Ledge  to  Quixes  Ledge;  one  5,000  feet  long,  extending  from  a 
point  1,000  feet  north  54  degrees  east  from  Luddiogton  Eock,  south- 
westerly across  the  rock;  one  about  4,200  feet  long,  extending  north- 
westerly from  a  point  6,000  feet  south  54  degrees  west  from  Luddington 
Rock,  and  one  about  1,200  feet  long,  extending  southwesterly  from 
Morgan  Point  on  the  east  side  of  the  harbor  entrance.  The  estimated 
cost  of  the  whole  work  from  the  beginning  in  1879  was  $2,151,134. 

The  anchorage  outside  of  the  bar  which  will  be  sheltered  by  this 
breakwater  exceeds  2,000  acres,  and  has  depth  of  9  to  26  feet  at  mean 
low  water. 

A  sketch  of  New  Haven  Harbor,  showing  the  location  of  the  break- 
waters as  contemplated  under  the  existing  project,  was  printed  in  the 
Annoal  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1889.  page  678,  and  the  last 
printed  sketch  may  be  found  in  Annual  Report  lor  1896,  page  702. 

Up  to  July  1, 1897,  the  breakwater  from  Southwest  Ledge  to  Quixes 
Ledge  had  been  completed,  and  the  Luddington  Rock  breakwater  had 
been  made  4,500  feet  long,  and  1,490  feet  of  the  west  breakwater  had 
been  built.    The  total  expenditures  to  this  date  had  been  $830,876.31. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  lights  were  maintained  on  the  Ludding- 
ton Bock  and  west  breakwaters.  Nothing  in  furtherance  of  the  project 
was  done. 

The  commerce  benefited  by  this  work  is  the  passing  commerce  of  Long 
Island  Sound.  During  1895, 151,356  vessels  were  observed  passing  the 
breakwaters,  and  3,925  vessels  were  observed  at  anchor  in  the  mouth 
of  the  harbor,  where  they  were  partly  under  their  shelter. 

No  estimate  of  the  value  of  this  commerce  can  be  made. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balanoe  anexpended $4, 123.69 

June  90,  18^,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 1, 585. 48 

J11I7I,  1898,  balance  unexpended 2,538.21 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 125.00 

Jnlyl,  1898,  balance  available 2,413.21 

'"▲mount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1, 316j  134. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 

80,1900 100,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  riyer  and 

harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundiy  oItU  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  D  8.) 

P.  Hau$atanic  River ^  Connecticut — ^The  Honsatonio  is  a  long,  shallow 
river  running  southward  through  Massachusetts  and  Oonnecticut,  emp- 
tying into  lx>ng  Island  Sound  just  east  of  Stratford  Point,  about  15 
southwest  from  New  Haven.  At  Derby^  13  miles  above  its  mouthy 
jSNo  98 7 
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it  receivos  the  discharge  of  the  iN'aagatuck,  a  small,  rapid  river.  This 
point,  which  has  beeu  regarded  as  the  head  of  navigation,  is  nearly  at 
the  head  of  tide  water.  Aboat  a  mile  above  there  is  a  dam  across  the 
Hoasatonic  Biver  furuishiug  large  water  power.  For  at  least  5  miles 
below  Derby  the  water  is  always  fresh. 

The  original  depth  on  the  worst  bars  in  the  river  (six  in  number)  was 
from  .i.5  to  4.5  feet  at  mean  low  water;  there  was  also  a  bar  across  the 
river's  mouth  with  about  4  feet  low-water  depth.  The  mean  rise  of  tide 
at  Derby  is  4.2  feet;  at  the  mouth  ot  the  river  it  is  about  6.2  feet. 

By  act  ot  Congress  of  July  11, 1870,  a  survey  of  the  Uousatouic  Biver 
was  ordered.  The  report  on  the  survey,  printed  in  the  Annual  Beport 
ol  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1871,  page  781,  presented  estimates  for 
making  a  channel  7  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  to  be  200  feet  wide 
over  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  150  feet  wide  in  the  river, 
by  dredging,  removing  Drews  Bock,  and  building  a  jetty  at  Sow  and 
Pigs  Beef,  the  channel  at  the  mouth  to  be  protected  on  the  east  side 
by  a  breakwater.  The  estimated  cost  was  $404,961,  of  which  $308,475 
was  the  estimated  cost  of  the  breakwater. 

This  project  was  adopted  under  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1871, 
which  made  an  ai)propriation  for  beginning  the  work.  Dredging  was 
done  on  the  several  bars  in  the  river,  the  jetty  at  Sow  and  Pigs  Beef 
was  built,  and  under  a  modification  of  the  project  a  jetty  was  built  at 
Drews  Bock.  The  latter,  however,  caused  a  shoal  to  form  below  the 
rock,  and  in  1888  the  rock  was  removed,  as  originally  proposed.  Up 
to  1888  no  work  had  been  done  upon  the  bar  at  the  river's  mouth. 
This  was  considered  the  most  important  work  in  the  river,  but  the  chan- 
nel could  not  be  permanently  deepened  until  the  breakwater  was  con- 
structed, and  funds  sufficient  for  that  work  had  not  been  appropriated. 
In  1885  and  1886  certain  oyster  growers  who  wished  to  use  dredged 
material  for  oyster  beds  offered  to  dredge  across  the  outer  bar  without 
expense  to  the  United  States;  they  removed  52,888  cubic  yards  of  sand 
and  shells,  making  a  channel  70  feet  wide  and  9  feet  deep.  The  first 
severe  storm  following  completely  filled  the  outer  part  of  the  channel. 

in  1887  the  estimates  of  cost  were  revised  and  the  project  modified, 
reducing  the  width  of  channel  in  the  river  to  100  feet  and  proposing  a 
riprap  breakwater  to  be  built  to  half  tide  for  the  first  3,250  feet  from 
shore,  and  thence  for  about  2,500  feet  farther  to  be  built  to  6  feet  above 
high  water,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $202,000.  The  reasons  for  this  were 
presented  in  Senate  Ex.  Doc.  No.  103,  Fiftieth  Congress,  first  session, 
and  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1888,  page  554. 
This  modification  of  the  project  was  adopted  under  the  river  and  harbor 
act  of  1888.  In  1893  the  project  was  further  modified  to  provide  for 
building  a  small  dike  below  Stratford  to  reduce  the  amount  of  dredg- 
ing required. 

The  present  project  for  improvement  is,  therefore,  the  project  of  1871, 
subsequently  modified,  and  consists  in  making  and  maintaining  a  chan- 
nel 7  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  Long  Island  Sound  to  the  head 
of  navigation,  about  13  miles,  to  be  100  feet  wide  in  the  river  and  200 
feet  wide  over  the  bar  at  the  mouth,  by  dredging,  removing  Drews 
Bock,  building  a  jetty  at  Sow  and  Pigs  Beef,  and  a  small  dike  at  the 
bend  below  Stratford,  and  protecting  the  channel  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  by  a  breakwater  about  5,750  feet  long.  The  estimated  cost,  from 
the  beginning  in  1871,  is  $275^500. 

A  survey  called  for  in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  was 
made,  and  a  report  and  revised  project  submitted  March  16, 1897.  The 
report  is  published  as  House  Doa  Ko»  16,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  first 


BIYER   AND   HARBOR   IMPROVEMENTS. 


99 


For  maps  of  the  whole  navigable  part  of  the  river  see  Annual  Beport 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  1882,  page  616,  and  House  Doc  No.  16, 
Fifty-flfth  Congress,  first  session;  and  of  the  mouth,  AnnufJ  Beport, 
1886,  page  642,  and  1887,  page  608. 

July  1, 1897,  Drews  Bock  had  been  removed,  the  jetty  at  Sow  and 
Pigs  Beef  had  been  built,  the  dike  below  Stratford  had  been  made  555 
leet  long,  and  the  breakwater  at  the  river's  mouth  had  been  made  5,821 
feet  long,  the  3,250  feet  nearest  shore  being  built  to  about  half  tide 
level,  and  the  outer  part  being  built  4  to  6  feet  above  high  water. 
Dredging  had  been  done  on  the  several  bars  in  the  river  and  at  the 
month;  the  former  had  shoaled  to  a  depth  of  4  feet,  but  at  the 
mouth  the  channel  was  8  feet  deep  and  150  feet  wide,  all  at  a  total  cost 
of  9198,581.63.  At  the  beginning  of  the  past  fiscal  year  dredging  on 
the  bars  above  the  mouth  of  the  river  had  just  been  begun ;  work  was 
continued  until  October  23, 1897,  at  which  time  channels  over  the  bars 
were  left  clean  at  project  dimensions.  On  June  30, 1898,  8  feet  at  low 
water  could  be  carried  across  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and 
from  5  to  7  feet  over  the  bars  above  the  mouth. 

The  commerce  consists  mainly  of  coal,  iron,  building  materials,  oys- 
ters, and  raw  materials  for  manufacturers,  and  miscellaneous  freight. 
The  work  done  and  being  done  has  enabled  vessels  to  enter  the  lower 
river  in  safety,  instead  of  waiting  for  high  tide  in  an  exposed  situation 
outside  the  mouth  of  the  river;  and  a  large  part  of  the  commerce  could 
not  have  been  carried  on  without  the  improved  channel. 

Table  of  oomparative  statiitiee. 


Vessels  of  all  Idnds,  each  to- 

Freight  tonnage. 

DirtA. 

rivsl  and  departure  togeth- 
er being  coonted  as  one. 

Reoeired 

and 
shipped. 

Compared  with  pre- 
ceding report. 

Ho. 

Draft. 

Tonnage. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1890a 

IS,  124 

12,216 

12,381 

1,260 

1,383 

FeeL 
lto8 
lto8 
lto8 
2  to  8 
2to8 

ItoSOO 
I  to  400 
1  to  450 
8to450 
8  to  450 

Tone. 
188,800 
202,325 
159.830 
70,047 
83,200 

Tent. 

Tons. 

lB92a 

83,525 

IHata 

42, 495 
80,183 

iirt«fc 

isan 

8,558 

alnclndee  the  small  vessels  nsed  in  the  oyster  industry  at  mouth  of  river. 
b  No  report  received  between  1883  and  1896. 

The  reported  value  of  this  commeroe  for  1897  was  $456,600. 

No  new  lines  of  transportation  have  been  eatabUshed  dariDg  the  year. 

Jvlj  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $14,918.37 

Jmie  SM),  18SK8^  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 13,087.87 

July  1, 1886, balance  unexpended 1,830.50 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 62, 000. 00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  maintenance  annually 4, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  including  maintenance 24^  000. 00 

Sabmitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

harbor  aets  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  D  9.) 

10.  Brtdgepart  Harbor^  Oonneotiout — This  harbor  extends  nearly  3 
miles  inland  from  the  north  shore  of  Long  Island  Sound,  its  width  of 
about  a  mile  at  the  month  decreasing  to  200  feet  between  the  opposite 
wharves  at  its  upper  end.  The  channel  in  every  part  of  the  harbor  is 
comparatively  narrow,  and  is  crossed  by  four  drawbridges.    Before  the 
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first  work  was  done  by  the  TJnited  States  the  depth  over  the  bars  near 
the  harbor's  mouth  was  5  teet  at  low  water,  and  above  the  bridges  from 
2  to  5  feet. 

The  mean  rise  of  tide  is  6^  feet. 

In  1836  Congress  appropriated  tlO^OOO  for  improving  this  harbor,  and 
again  the  same  amount  in  1852.  These  sums  were  expended  in  dredg- 
ing near  the  mouth  of  the  harbor^  making  channels  60  to  100  feet  wide 
and  8  feet  deep  or  more  at  low  tide.  The  depths  made  did  not  prove 
permanent.  Under  acts  of  Congress  of  June  23,  1866,  and  July  11, 
1870,  surveys  or  examinations  of  the  harbor  were  made,  and  the  report 
upon  the  latter  examination  proposed  a  plan  for  improvement  by  dredg- 
ing a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  extreme  low  water,  and 
protecting  the  outer  channels  by  a  breakwater  extending  about  3,000 
feet  from  Long  Beach,  on  the  east  side  of  the  harbor  entrance,  all  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $124,000.  This  project  was  adopted  in  1871,  when  an 
appropriation  was  made  for  beginning  work  upon  it. 

In  1875  the  dimensions  of  the  proposed  channel  were  modified  to 
make  it  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  from  200  to  300  feet  wide 
up  to  the  lower  or  Stratford  Avenue  Bridge.  This  was  accomplished 
in  1882,  and  then  the  project  was  again  modified  to  include  widening 
the  channel  between  the  Inner  Beacon  and  the  Naugatuck  Dock,  a  dis- 
tance of  3,800  feet,  to  prevent  overcrowding  the  main  channel  by  ves- 
sels entering  for  shelter,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $60,000.  This  work 
has  been  nearly  completed. 

In  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  river  and  harbor  acts  of  1878 
and  1888,  the  project  was  extended  to  include  a  channel  100  feet  wide 
and  9  feet  deep  to  the  head  of  navigation  at  Berkshire  Mills,  and  again, 
under  the  terms  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1890,  to  include  a  break- 
water from  The  Tongue  to  the  Inner  Beacon.  The  river  and  harbor  act 
of  1894  also  authorized  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  made  for 
deepening  the  channel  at  the  outer  bar,  and  the  project  was  extended 
to  provide  for  15  feet  depth  at  that  point. 

Under  the  authority  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1894  a  survey  of 
the  harbor  wa«  made,  and  the  report,  printed  in  Annual  Report,  Chief 
of  Engineers  for  1896,  Part  II,  pages  803-805,  and  also  in  House  Doc. 
No.  61,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  first  session,  submitted  estimates  for 
extending  the  15-foot  channel  to  the  lower  bridge,  making  it  300  feet 
wide  up  to  the  Inner  Beacon  and  200  feet  wide  above  that  beacon, 
which,  with  the  uncompleted  work  of  the  then  existing  project,  was 
estimated  to  cost  $90,000. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3,  1896,  appropriated  $28,000  for 
continuing  the  improvement  in  accordance  with  the  modified  project, 
$10,000  of  which  "  shall  be  expended  upon  Yellow  Mill  Pond  for  con- 
structing a  channel  12  feet  deep  and  200  feet  wide  from  the  main  chan- 
nel to  the  causeway,  conditioned  upon  the  construction  by  the  city  of 
Bridgeport  of  a  drawbridge  at  the  causeway  upon  plans  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  War.'^ 

The  adopted  project  is  therefore  the  original  project  of  1871  thus 
modified  and  extended,  and  consists  in  making  and  maintaining  a  chan- 
nel from  Long  Island  Sound  to  the  head  of  navigation  at  Berkshire 
Mills,  to  be  15  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  300  feet  wide  to  the 
Inner  Beacon ;  thence  to  the  lower  bridge  to  be  15  feet  deep  and  200 
feet  wide,  with  increased  width,  12  feet  deep,  for  anchorage,  and  with 
a  12-foot  channel  200  feet  wide  up  to  the  causeway  at  the  Yellow  Mill 
Pond,  the  latter  estimated  to  cost  $25,000;  above  the  lower  bridge  to 
be  9  feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide,  the  channel  and  harbor  to  be  protected 
by  a  breakwater  from  the  east  shore  of  the  harbor's  mouth  and  one  flx>iii 
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The  Tongae  to  the  Inner  Beacon,  estimated  to  cost  $115,000  in  addition 
to  anioouts  appropriated  prior  to  1895,  or  $385,000  from,  the  beginning 
in  1871. 

Harbor  lines  for  this  harbor  were  established  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  July  1, 1893. 

The  last  sketch  of  Bridgeport  Harbor  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  was  printed  in  the  Report  for  1893,  page  940,  and  a 
complete  map  was  published  in  House  Doc.  No.  61,  Fifty-fourth  Con- 
gress, first  session. 

The  amount  expended  upon  the  present  project  to  June  30, 1897,  was 
$271,955.05;  and  at  that  date  the  channel,  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water  at  the  entrance,  was  200  feet  wide  for  a  length  uf  about  1,300  feet; 
thence  to  the  Inner  Beacon,  3,100  feet,  the  12-foot  channel  was  about 
300  feet  wide;  and  thence  to  Naugatuck  Dock,  3,800  feet,  it  was  770  feet 
wide.  From  that  dock  to  the  lower  or  Stratford  Avenue  Bridge,  2,000 
feet,  it  had  shoaled  so  that  the  depth  was  from  10  to  11  feet.  Within 
the  limits  of  the  12-foot  channel  a  part  of  the  15-foot  channel  had  been 
dredged,  which  extendsfromthe  entrance  to  the  Outer  Beacon,  adistance 
of  one-half  mile,  and  was  from  60  to  100  feet  in  width.  Above  the  lower 
bridge  the  channel,  dredged  9  feet  deep  and  60  to  100  feet  wide,  was 
still  nearly  of  that  depth  and  width. 

The  breakwater  at  Long  Beach,  built  in  1871-1873,  had  settled  some- 
what, but  still  served  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  designed,  and  no 
repairs  were  needed.  The  breakwater  from  The  Tongue  to  the  Inner 
Beacon  had  been  built  to  its  full  projected  length  with  reduced  cross 
section.    It  required  some  enlargement  to  make  it  permanent. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  15-foot  channel  was  extended  to  the 
Inner  Beacon,  making  it  a  mile  in  length,  and  it  was  increased  in  width 
to  220  feet.  With  this  addition  the  condition  of  the  improvement  on 
July  1, 1897,  as  stated  above,  represents  the  present  condition.  The 
maximum  draft  of  water  that  can  be  carried  through  the  improved 
channels  is  10  to  15  feet  to  the  lower  bridge,  and  8  to  9  feet  thence  to 
the  upper  end. 

The  commerce  of  this  harbor  consists  of  coal,  iron,  building  materials, 
and  general  merchandise.  The  improvement  already  made  has  made  it 
possible  to  use  larger  vessels,  without  which  the  present  commerce  of 
the  harbor  could  not  be  carried  on. 

The  important  commercial  interests  of  Bridgeport  Harbor  would 
appear  to  justify  a  modification  and  extension  of  the  existing  project, 
and  the  information  available  has  permitted  the  preparation  of  such 
project  and  its  estimated  cost,  which  is  available  for  the  consideration 
of  Congress  should  such  consideration  be  deemed  desirable. 

Table  of  eomparative  8iati$tio$, 
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19,223 
18,723 
18,564 


Draft. 
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6  to  18 
6  to  18 
6  to  18 
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6  to  18 
12  to  18 


Tonnage. 
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100  to  1,000 

50  to  1,250 

50  to  1,250 

60  to  1,260 
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Freight  tonnage. 
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and 
shipped. 
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1,814,157 
1, 324, 100 

068,650 
1,045,760 
1, 030, 451 
1,081,073 


Compared  witii  pre- 
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0207,000 
10,033 


77.110 
'6i,'622 


Decrease. 


Tont. 


866,681 
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The  reported  valae  of  this  commeroe  for  1897  was  $55,616,356. 

No  new  lines  of  transportation  have  been  established  daring  the  year. 

July  1, 1897.  balance  unexpended $26,044.95 

June  30, 1^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 15,691.96 

July  1, 1896, balance  unexpended 10,352.99 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  fiabilities 100.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 10,252.99 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  com|>letion  of  eziBtin^  project 87, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  J  une  30, 1900    25, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  D  10.) 

11.  Saugatuck  River  and  Weatport  Harbor^  Connecticut — This  river  is 
a  tidal  stream,  the  navigable  part  of  it  extending  inland  about  4^ 
miles  by  coarse  of  channel  from  Long  Island  Sound  to  Westport,  Oonn. 
It  has  a  natural  depth  of  5  feet  at  mean  low  water,  in  a  rather  narrow, 
crooked  channel,  up  to  the  railroad  bridge  at  Saugatuck,  about  3  miles 
from  the  sound;  thence  the  depth,  before  improvement,  decreased 
gradually  until  at  Westport  it  was  less  than  1  foot.  The  channel  was 
somewhat  obstructed  by  rocks  in  its  upper  part. 

For  nearly  2  miles  below  Westport  the  stream  is  from  200  to  1,200 
feet  wide;  below  this  it  expands  into  a  rather  broad  inner  bay,  with  a 
narrow  channel  following  the  west,  south,  and  east  shores  and  then 
turning  abruptly  to  the  southeast  and  passing  to  the  sound  between 
Cedar  Point  on  the  north  and  Oockenoes  Island  on  the  south.  On  the 
south  side  of  the  inner  bay  lies  Great  Marsh,  which  is  connected  with 
Gockenoes  Island  by  a  broad  sand  flat,  nearly  bare  at  low  tide;  and 
east  of  the  island  a  reef  of  bowlders  extends  eastward  1^  miles,  so  that 
the  only  entrance  to  the  harbor  at  low  tide  is  to  the  eastward  of  this 
reef. 

The  navigable  part  of  the  river  is  crossed  by  three  bridges,  all  having 
draws  of  sufficient  size  for  the  commerce  of  the  stream.  The  upper- 
most is  a  wagon  bridge,  at  Westport;  1^  miles  below  is  a  wagon  bridge, 
near  Saugatuck,  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  farther  down  is  the  bridge  of 
the  iN'ew  York,  New  Hav^n  and  Hartford  Eailroad. 

The  mean  rise  of  tide  is  about  7  feet. 

Improvements  of  this  locality  have  been  made  by  the  United  States 
under  the  several  titles  of  Saugatuck  Harbor,  Cedar  Point,  Westport 
Harbor,  and  Saugatuck  Eiver. 

In  1826  Congress  appropriated  $400  for  a  survey  of  the  river  and 
harbor  of  Saugatuck.  In  the  report  of  the  survey  a  project  was  sub- 
mitted for  deepening  the  channel  near  Westport,  removing  two  rocks 
in  the  river,  building  a  breakwater  on  Cedar  Point,  and  cutting  a  canal 
through  Great  Marsh,  at  a  total  estimated  cost  of  $6,128.65.  The 
project  was  completed  nearly  as  designed  in  1840.  The  breakwater  at 
Cedar  Point  was  made  about  390  feet  long,  the  top  being  4  feet  above 
high  water  and  10  iieet  wide,  and  the  canal  was  excavated  1,350  feet 
long,  44  feet  wide  at  the  bottom,  and  4  feet  deep,  and  part  of  the  east  side 
was  protected  by  a  dry  wall.  The  amount  appropriated  for  and  expended 
upon  this  project  was  $14,044. 

Appropriations  made  in  1867  and  1870,  $2,500  each,  were  applied  to 
surveys  and  to  repairing  and  extending  the  breakwater  at  Cedar  Point. 

Under  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1882  a  survey  of  the  river  was 
made,  but  no  project  for  improvement  was  adopted. 

A  preliminary  examination  of  Saugatuck  Eiver  was  ordered  by  the 
rfver  and  harbor  act  of  1890.    A  project  was  adopted  imdeit  tke  «i\^pro- 
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priation  made  in  1892  for  be^^iining  work,  and  it  consisted  in  making 
a  channel  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  60  feet  wide  np  to  the 
Tillage  of  Westporty  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $10,000.  This  work  was 
eompleted  in  1896. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  1894  ordered  a  survey  of  Westx>ort  Har- 
bor, which  was  made.  The  report  of  this  survey  is  printed  in  Annual 
Keport  of  Ohief  of  E n  gineers  for  1896,  Part  II,  page  806.  It  is  also  printed 
with  map  as  House  Doc.  No.  67,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  first  session.  It 
proposed  a  further  improvement  to  provide  for  repairing  the  Cedar 
Point  breakwater,  removing  a  ledge  opposite  Stony  Point,  or  dredging 
around  it,  and  removing  bowlders  firom  the  channel,  at  a  total  estimated 
cost  of  $8,000.  Under  the  terms  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1896, 
appropriating  $3,000  for  improving  Westport  Harbor,  Connecticut,  the 
project  of  1^2  was  extended  to  include  this  work,  and  the  estimated 
oo8t  was  in  consequence  increased  to  $18,000. 

A  sketch  of  this  river  and  harbor  was  printed  in  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1894,  page  670. 

The  total  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  up  to  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  is  $31,114.70,  and  on  the  same 
date  the  4-foot  channel  was  completed  to  Westport,  the  head  of 
navigation,  with  width  generally  of  60  feet;  but  navigation  was  ren- 
dered diflScult  by  several  large  bowlders  lying  near  the  margin  of  the 
dredged  channel.  The  Cedar  Point  breakwater,  repaired  and  extended 
in  1897,  was  in  good  condition.  The  canal  through  Great  Marsh  now 
has  practically  no  water  at  low  tide,  and  has  not  been  used  for  general 
navigation  since  1850. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  past  fiscal  year  work  upon  removal  of  bowl- 
ders was  ip  progress.  This  work  was  completed  early  in  the  month  of 
Ji:dy,  and  resulted  in  the  removal  of  all  the  bowlders  that  could  be 
found  in  the  natural  channel  above  the  railroad  bridge,  and  the  present 
available  depth  is  as  stated  above. 

The  commerce  consists  of  coal,  manufactured  goods,  farm  produce, 
and  miscellaneous  articles.  The  improvements  made  have  rendered 
navigation  of  the  river  practicable  at  less  than  full  high  water. 

Table  of  oamparative  siatUtioi, 
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100  to  300 

50  to  300 
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44,400 
50.700 
28,940 
88.507 

Tom. 

Tent, 

1894 

16,800 

1886 

80,760 

IflH. 

845 

4,567 

The  reported  valne  of  this  commerce  for  1896  was  $764,600. 

No  Dew  lines  of  transportation  have  been  established  daring  the  year. 

Statistics  for  1897  have  not  been  received. 

Jnly  1,1897,  balance  nnexpended $1,329.30 

Jane  30,  1898^  amount  expended  daring  fisciJ  year 780.20 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 549.10 

{Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 6, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endins  J  nne  30, 1900      6, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciril  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  1>  11.) 
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12.  KorwaXk  Harbor ^  Oanneoticut — ^I^or  walk  Harbor  or  Biver  is  a  tidal 
estuary,  with  a  narrow  channel  extending  about  3  miles  north  from  Long 
Island  Sound  to  the  town  of  Norwalk.  Above  Norwalk  the  river  is  a 
small  fresh- water  stream.  South  Norwalk  is  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
river,  1^  miles  below  Norwalk.  At  this  point  the  river  is  crossed  by 
two  drawbridges,  the  lower  one  a  highway  bridge  and  the  other  (450 
feet  above)  the  bridge  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Bail- 
road.    The  mean  tidal  range  is  7.12  feet. 

In  1867  a  company  was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  for  the  improvement  of  the  river.  Little  work  was  done, 
and  when  the  improvement  was  begun  by  the  United  States  the  low- 
water  depth  to  South  Norwalk  was  5  feet  and  to  Norwalk  but  1  foot. 

By  act  of  March  2, 1829,  Congress  appropriated  $80  <<for  making  a 
survey  of  the  harbor  of  Norwalk,  Conn.,  with  a  view  to  its  improve- 
ment." The  survey  was  made  and  estimates  were  submitted  for  mak- 
ing a  channel  either  10  or  12  feet  deep  at  ordinary  high  tide,  but  no 
money  was  appropriated  for  the  improvement. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  1871  ordered  another  survey,  whieh  was 
made  in  that  year.  The  report,  printed  in  Senate  Ex.  Doc.  No.  23,  Forty- 
second  Congress,  second  session,  and  also  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1872,  page  900,  proposed  dredging  a  channel  6 
feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide  from  Long  Island  Sound  to  Norwalk,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $34,000.  This  project  was  adopted  under  the  river 
and  harbor  act  of  1872.  In  1880  the  project  was  modified  so  as  to 
increase  the  depth  below  South  Norwalk  to  8  feet  at  mean  low  water, 
and  the  estimate  of  cost  was  increased  to  $84,000,  to  include  this  mod- 
ification and  the  dredging  which  had  already  been  done  for  maintenance 
of  channels.    This  project  was  considered  completed  in  1892. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1894,  appropriating 
815,000  for  continuing  this  improvement,  a  project  was  adopted  for 
dredging  and  removing  the  shoal  called  Ferrys  Point,  on  the  west  side 
of  the  channel,  between  the  railroad  docks  and  Jenning's  wharf,  mak- 
ing 6  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water,  and,  if  funds  should  permit,  for 
widening  the  bend  at  Keysers  Island,  near  the  harbor  entrance,  making 
a  depth  of  9  feet  at  mean  low  water,  at  a  total  estimated  cost  of  $15,000. 

A  survey  of  Norwalk  Harbor,  ordered  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
1894,  was  made,  and  the  report,  printed  as  House  Doc.  No.  50,  Fifty- 
fourth  Congress,  first  session,  also  in  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  1896,  Part  II,  page  813,  contained  estimates  for  an  exten- 
sion of  the  improvement  to  provide  for  a  channel  10  feet  deep  and  150 
feet  wide  to  South  Norwalk,  and  for  widening  two  t>ends  at  the  harbor 
entrance,  at  a  cost  of  $62,000.  This  project  was  adopted  by  the  river 
and  harbor  act  of  1896,  wnich  appropriated  money  for  beginning  work 
under  it,  and  the  project  of  1894,  thus  modified,  consists  in  removing 
the  shoal  at  Ferrys  Point  to  a  depth  of  6  feet  at  mean  low  water,  in 
making  a  channel  to  South  Norwalk  150  feet  wide  and  10  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water,  and  in  widening  the  two  bends  at  the  harbor  entrance, 
at  an  estimated  cost  from  the  beginning,  in  1894,  of  $77,000. 

The  maintenance  of  this  channel  and  of  the  existing  channel  above 
South  Norwalk  is  estimated  to  cost  about  $2,000  per  year. 

A  sketch  of  Norwalk  Harbor,  Connecticut,  was  printed  in  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1885,  page  656,  and  a  complete 
map  of  the  harbor  was  published  as  House  Doc.  No.  50,  Fifty-fourth 
Congress,  first  session. 

The  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1897,  was  $107,444.02,  and  on  that  date  a  prac- 
ticable channel  8  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  extended  fi[x>m  Ix>ng 
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IsIaDd  Soand  to  the  railroad  bridge  at  South  Norwalk,  and  a  channel 
6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  the  railroad  bridge  to  the  docks  at 
Norwalk.  The  present  project  depth  of  10  feet  at  mean  low  water  is 
not  available,  because  work  under  this  project  has  covered  a  part  of  the 
channel  only. 

No  work  upon  the  improvement  was  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 
Under  date  of  November  30, 1897,  a  report  upon  the  survey  of  the 
harbor  of  South  Norwalk  authorized  in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
June  3, 1896,  was  made,  and  estimates  for  extending  the  project  were 
submitted. 

No  examination  has  been  made  since  the  close  of  work  in  May,  1897, 
and,  no  reports  to  the  contrary  having  been  received,  it  is  believed  that 
the  depths  of  8  feet  below  and  6  feet  above  the  railroad  bridge  at  South 
Norwidk  are  still  unimpaired. 

The  commerce  of  this  harbor  consists  mainly  of  coal,  lumber,  oysters, 
and  miscellaneous  freights.  The  increased  depth  resulting  from  the 
improvements  has  been  of  benefit  to  all  classes  of  vessels,  and  to  much 
of  the  present  commerce  is  absolutely  indispensable. 

Table  of  comparative  siatietioe. 
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64,295 
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•Does  not  Indade  trips  made  by  43  oyster  steamers,  with  total  tonnage  of  2,506  groaa  tona. 

The  reported  yalae  of  this  commerce  for  1896  was  $5,184,349. 

No  new  lines  of  transportation  have  been  established  daring  the  year. 

No  statistics  for  1887  have  been  receiyed. 


Joly  lyl897y  balance  unexpended 

Jane  90, 1998,  amoant  expended, daring  fiscal  year. 


$555.98 
107.15 


J11I7  1, 1898»  balance  nnexpended. 


448.83 


f  Amoant  (estimated)  reqaired  for  completion  of  existing  project 52, 000. 00 

I  Amoant  (estimated)  reqaired  for  maintenance  annnally 2, 000. 00 


15,000.00 


J  Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jnae  30, 

1900,  inclnding  maintenance 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  reqairements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  D  12.) 

13.  Five-mile  River  Harbor j  Connecticut — This  harbor  is  an  inlet  on 
the  north  shore  of  Long  Island  Soond,  aboat  2  miles  west  of  the  mouth 
of  Norwalk  Harbor,  Connecticut.  It  is  about  1  mile  long  and  from 
300  to  800  feet  wida  About  three-fourths  of  a  mile  above  its  mouth  it 
rans  bare  at  low  tide.  At  the  mouth  the  natural  low- water  depth  was 
3  feet,  increasing  to  9  feet  at  a  point  750  feet  out  into  the  sound.  The 
mean  rise  of  the  tide  is  about  7  feet. 

Since  1848  Five-mile  Biver  has  been  largely  engaged  in  oyster  grow- 
ing, and  in  this  business  now  employs  about  140  vessels,  which,  with- 
oat  the  improvement  ooold  ODty  enter  or  leave  the  harbor  at  hign  tide. 
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Consequently  during  their  busy  season  they  would  be  obliged  to  lie  up 
for  the  night  at  other  and  less  convenient  harbors. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  August  5, 1886,  a  survey  or  examination 
of  this  harbor  was  ordered,  which  was  reported  on  under  date  of  Decem- 
ber 7,  188(i  (printed  in  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for 
1887,  Part  I,  p.  639). 

In  this  report  a  project  for  improvement  was  proposed,  which  con- 
sisted in  dredging  a  channel  8  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  100 
feet  wide,  to  extend  up  the  harbor  and  to  be  about  6,000  feet  long.  The 
project  was  adopted  in  1888,  when  work  under  it  was  ordered  by  appro- 
priation of  $5,000,  made  by  act  of  Congress  of  August  11, 1888. 

Harbor  lines  were  established  for  this  harbor  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
January  26, 1892. 

A  sketch  of  Five-mile  Eiver  Harbor  was  printed  in  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1894,  page  676. 

Up  to  July  1,  1897,  97,952  cubic  yards  had  been  dredged  under  this 
X)roject,  making  the  channel  about  4,180  feet  long,  60  feet  wide,  and 
8  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water.  The  total  amount  expended  on  this 
improvement  to  June  30,  1897,  is  $17,307.84. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  dredged  channel  was  widened  40  feet, 
making  it  100  feet  wide  from  the  entrance  to  the  lower  docks,  a  distance 
of  2,250  feet. 

At  the  close  of  dredging  in  December,  1897,  the  maximum  depth  was 
8  feet  at  mean  low  water  throughout  the  dredged  channel;  and  that  is 
believed  to  be  the  present  depth,  as  nothing  to  the  contrary  has  been 
reported. 

The  commerce  of  this  harbor  consists  mainly  of  coal  and  shellfish. 
The  increased  depth  has  rendered  possible  the  general  use  of  the  har- 
bor by  boats  engaged  in  this  business. 


Table  of  comparative  statistics. 

Vessels  of  all  kinds,  each  ar- 
rival and  departure  tof^eth- 
er  being  counted  as  one. 

Freight  tonnage. 

Date. 

Becelved 

and 
shipped. 

Compared  with  preced- 
ing report. 

No. 

Draft. 

Tonnage. 

Increase. 

Decraase. 

1889 

Feet. 
2   to7| 
l|to8 
Uto8 

6  to  16a 
2  to  176 
2  to  100 

Tout. 

Tom. 

Tont. 

1891 

10,000 

1892 

1894 

739 

739 

8,50tt 

11,298 
11,298 
17,160 

1,298 

1896 

1897a 

8   to8 

40  to  104 

6,862 

a  Includes  trips  made  by  40  small  oyster  boats. 

The  reported  valae  of  this  comraeroe  for  1897  was  $152,247. 
No  new  lines  of  transportation  have  been  established  darings  the  year. 
The  business  of  this  harbor  depends  upon  amount  and  value  of  oysters  raised, 
rather  than  upon  tonnage  of  freights. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $2,692.16 

June  30,  18ii8,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2, 416. 56 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 275.60 

{Amount  (estimated)  req uired  for  completion  of  existin*:^  project 25, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  tiscalyear  ending  June  30, 1900      5, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  D  13.) 
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14.  Stamford  Harbor j  Connecticut. — ^This  harbor  is  on  the  north  shore 
of  Long  Island  Sound,  about  6  miles  east  of  the  New  York  State  line. 
It  consists  of  a  bay  about  a  mile  long  and  a  mile  broad,  at  the  head  of 
which  two  channels  extend  up  nearly  a  mile  toward  the  middle  of  the 
city.  The  West  Branch  is  the  mouth  of  Mill  Biver,  a  small  stream 
dammed  at  Oliver  Street  Bridge,  the  head  of  the  harbor.  The  original 
low- water  depth  for  a  mile  below  the  bridge  was  from  1  to  3  feet  in  a 
erooked  channel,  and  the  7-foot  curve  in  the  bay  was  about  7,5()0  feet 
below  the  bri(]ge.  All  the  wharves  are  in  the  upper  half  of  this  dis- 
tance. The  East  Branch  was  originally  a  crooked  stream  running 
through  salt  marshes;  it  was  straightened  and  deepened  by  private 
enterprise  and  was  known  as  the  ^' canal."  Though  nominally  under 
control  of  the  corporation  which  deepened  it,  the  East  Branch  has  been 
for  a  long  time  practically,  and  recently  has  been  formally,  opened  to 
pablic  use.  In  1892  it  had  an  available  depth  of  6^  feet  at  mean  low 
water,  with  width  of  about  60  feet  nearly  to  its  head,  which  is  about 
1}  miles  above  its  junction  with  the  West  Branch. 

The  mean  rise  of  tide  is  7.4  feet. 

A  survey  of  Stamford  Harbor,  ordered  by  act  of  Congress  of  March 
2y  1829,  was  made,  and  with  the  report  estimates  were  submitted  for 
dredging  channels  either  10  or  12  feet  deep  at  mean  high  water.  No 
work  was  done  under  this  plan. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  1882  authorized  a  survey  of  the  harbor, 
which  was  made  the  following  year.  The  report  proposed  improvemetit 
by  dredging  a  channel  through  the  West  Branch  80  feet  wide  and  5 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $20,000.  The 
project  was  adopted  under  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1886,  which 
made  appropriation  for  beginning  the  work,  and  in  December,  1891, 
after  $20,000  had  been  appropriated  and  expended,  the  project  was 
reported  completed.  The  channel  of  the  West  Branch  had  been  made 
5  foet  deep  to  the  head  of  the  harbor,  with  80  feet  width,  except  in  the 
npper  1,000  feet,  where  the  width  was  ft'om  50  to  70  feet. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  1890  ordered  a  survey  of  Stamford  Har- 
bor. The  report  upon  the  survey  presented  a  plan  for  further  improv- 
ing the  West  Branch,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $95,000.  Under  the 
terms  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1892  this  project  was  modified  to 
include  an  improvement  of  the  East  Branch  and  was  adopted  as  modi- 
fied. The  present  approved  project  therefore  consists  in  dredging  in 
the  West  Branch  to  make  a  channel  150  feet  wide  and  7  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water,  with  a  basin  between  the  harbor  lines  at  the  head  of 
the  harbor,  and  in  the  East  Branch  to  make  a  channel  9  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water,  to  be  100  feet  wide  for  8,535  feet,  and  thence  to  the 
head  of  the  harbor,  about  1,200  feet,  to  be  50  feet  wide.  The  estimated 
cost  from  the  beginning  in  1892  is  $123,500. 

Harbor  lines  were  established  in  the  West  Branch  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  February  28, 1890. 

A  sketch  of  the  harbor  was  printed  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1893,  page  956. 

The  amount  expended  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1897,  was  $45,723.05;  and  upon  the  same  date  the  West  Branch  had  a 
channel  depth  of  5  feet  at  mean  low  water,  with  width  from  50  to  80 
feet  throughout  its  length,  about  7,000  feet,  and  a  channel  7  feet  deep 
and  115  feet  wide  for  1  ^750  feet  length  at  its  lower  end.  The  East  Branch 
had  a  channel  9  feet  at  mean  low  water,  from  60  to  80  feet  wide  up  to 
the  steamboat  dock,  about  8,000  feet,  and  thence  for  1,200  feet  from  40 
to  60  feet  wide. 
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Daring  the  past  fiscal  year,  under  a  contract  just  commenced  at  the 
close  of  the  year  1897,  the  channel  of  the  West  Branch  wa«  extended 
with  ftill  width  for  half  a  mile,  and  widened  40  feet  to  its  fiill  width  ot 
150  feet  over  a  distance  of  about  half  a  mile,  which  completed  the 
improvement  of  the  West  Branch  up  to  the  proposed  basin  opposite 
the  docks.  lAo  examination  has  been  made  since  this  year's  dredging 
closed ;  at  that  time  the  West  Branch  had  a  low- water  depth  of  7  feet 
for  a  mile  up,  and  5  feet  above,  and  the  East  Branch  bad  a  depth  of  9 
feet  in  a  narrow  channel.    It  is  thought  that  these  depths  still  exist. 

The  commerce  of  this  harbor  consists  mainly  of  coal,  building  mate- 
rials, and  unclassified  freights.  The  improvements  made  have  rendered 
access  to  the  wharves  much  easier  for  the  class  of  vessels  used  in  this 
traffic. 

Table  of  oamparatire  $tati$Ho$, 


Date. 


18Q0 
1892 
1893 
1894' 
1895 
1896 


Vessels  of  all  kinds,  each  ar- 
rival and  departure  togeth- 
er being  oonnted  as  one. 


No. 


700 
2,188 
2.3»4 
2,075 
2.019 
2,210 


Draft. 


Feet. 
6  to  12 
6tol2i 
6  to  13 

5  to  15 

6  to  16 
6tol6 


Tonnage. 


10  to  875 


40  to  613 
40  to  542 
40  to  550 
20  to  550 


Freight  tonnage. 


Beeeived 

and 
shipped. 


Totu, 
50,000 
154.607 
233,339 
109.964 
220,506 
878,758 


Compared  with  pre- 
ceding rejMrt. 


Inoreaae. 


Tons, 
a8,890 
104,607 
78,732 


20,542 
153,252 


Decrease. 


font. 


33,375 


a  Over  1889. 


The  reported  value  of  this  commerce  for  1896  was  $11,316,647. 
One  new  line  of  transportation  was  established  during  1896,  viz,  the  Stamford  and 
Northport  Ferry  Line. 
No  statistics  for  1897  have  been  received. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended : $9,276.95 

June  90, 18SKB,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 8,570.48 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 


706.47 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 88, 500. 00 

Amount  thiitcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Judo  30, 1900    12, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  i,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  D  14.) 

15,  Harbor  at  Coscob  and  Mianus  River^  Connecticut. — This  harbor  is 
a  tidal  iDlet  extending  about  2  miles  northwardly  ft*om  Long  Island 
Sound  to  the  village  of  Mianus,  at  a  point  4  miles  east  of  the  New  York 
State  line.  It  has  a  high-water  width  of  from  800  to  2,000  feet,  but  the 
low- water  channel  is  narrow  and  bounded  by  mud  flats.  At  low  tide 
there  was  in  1892,  before  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  was  begun,  a 
natural  depth  of  7  feet  or  more,  with  width  of  about  200  feet  for  the 
first  half  mile,  the  depth  above  gradually  decreasing  to  almost  zero  at 
the  head  of  the  harbor.  Abont  three-qnarters  of  a  mile  below  Mianus 
the  stream  is  crossed  by  a  drawbridge  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
and  Hartford  Bailroad.  The  commerce  of  the  harbor  is  practically 
confined  to  the  supplies  of  the  communities  living  along  its  shores. 
At  Coscob,  above  the  railroad  bridge,  is  a  shipyard,  where  a  consider- 
able number  of  small  boats  are  repaired  and  some  built.  At  Kiverside, 
below  the  bridge,  are  the  honses  and  docks  of  the  Eiverside  Yacht  Olub. 

The  mean  rise  of  tide  is  about  7^  feet. 


BIYEB  AND  HARBOR  IHPR0TEMENT8. 


109 


TTnder  antbority  of  tbe  river  and  barbor  act  of  1890  a  snrvey  of  the 
harbor  was  made.  Tbe  report  on  the  survey,  printed  in  tbe  Annnal 
Beport  of  tbe  Obief  of  Engineers  for  1891,  page  855,  contains  a  plan 
and  estimate  for  improvement  by  dredging  to  make  a  cbannel  6  feet 
deep  at  mean  low  water,  witb  150  feet  width  below  tbe  railroad  bridge 
and  100  feet  width  above  tbe  bridge  to  Mianus,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$36,000.  This  project  was  adopt^  under  tbe  river  and  barbor  act  of 
1892,  which  made  an  appropriation  for  beginning  work. 

By  act  of  Aagast  18, 1894,  Congress  made  appropriation  for  continu- 
ing tbe  improvement,  ^^nduding  a  survey  of  the  lower  part  of  the  bar- 
bor witb  a  view  of  making  a  turning  basin  therein."  The  report  npon 
this  survey,  printed  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers 
for  1895,  page  881,  presented  plans  for  a  turning  basin  just  inside  the 
harbor  entrance,  to  be  7  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  300  feet  wide, 
to  be  made  by  widening  the  cbannel  on  the  west  side  for  a  length  of 
2,000  feet,  measured  along  the  cbannel,  and  1,500  feet  at  the  west  side 
of  tbe  basin.    The  estimated  cost  was  $18,000. 

This  modification  of  the  project  was  adopted  under  tbe  terms  of  tbe 
river  and  barbor  act  of  1896,  and  tbe  present  project  for  this  improve- 
ment consists  in  dredging  to  make  a  channel  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water,  to  be  150  feet  wide  up  to  tbe  railroad  bridge,  and  thence  to 
Mianus  to  be  100  feet  wide,  with  a  turning  basin  on  the  west  side  of 
the  channel  near  the  harbor  entrance  7  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water. 
300  feet  wide,  and  extending  2,000  feet  along  the  cbannel,  at  a  total 
estimated  cost  of  $54,000. 

A  sketch  of  Coscob  Harbor  and  Mianus  Biver  was  printed  in  tbe 
Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1893,  page  958,  and  one 
of  the  lower  part  of  this  barbor  in  the  report  for  1895,  page  882. 

Tbe  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30,  1897,  is 
$11,442.41 ;  and  to  tbe  same  date  the  channel  had  been  dredged  150  feet 
wide  and  6  feet  deep  up  to  the  railroad  bridge,  and  of  the  same  depth 
100  feet  wide  for  1,300  feet  above  tbe  bridge. 

Daring  tbe  past  fiscal  year,  under  a  contract  commenced  on  the  last 
day  of  the  fiscal  year  1897,  one-half  of  the  turning  basin  was  dredged 
to  project  depth  of  7  feet  at  mean  low  water.  At  the  close  of  work  in 
August  the  depth  in  dredged  turning  basin  was  7  feet  and  in  dredged 
channd  6  feet,  and  no  impairment  of  same  has  been  reported  since  that 
time. 

Tbe  commerce  of  this  barbor  is  mainly  coal,  lumber,  and  miscellane- 
ous products.  The  benefit  to  commerce  consists  only  in  a  broader  and 
deeper  cbannel  in  tbe  lower  part  of  tbe  barbor,  the  increased  depth 
being  not  yet  extended  to  the  upper  landings. 

Table  of  oomparaHve  $iaH»Ho9. 


IM.. 
l8Ma 

iwna 


VeM6l«  of  all  kinds,  eaob  mr- 
rival  and  departure  togeth- 
er being  coonted  as  one. 


Kou 


8,732 
342 
424 


Draft. 


2to0 
4to8 
4to8 


Tonnage. 


8to  80 

25  to  100 

26  to  100 


Freight  tonnage. 


Beoeived 

and 
shipped. 


40,000 
61.000 
01,600 


Compared  witb  pre- 
ceding reitort. 


Increase. 


Ton: 


4,700 
9,000 


Decrease. 


Tom. 


•  The  trips  of  83  yachts  which  belong  to  tbe  Riverside  Yacht  Clnb  and  anchor  in  this  harbor  are 
mi  indaded  in  the  nomber  of  vessels  given. 
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The  reported  valne  of  this  commerce  for  1897  was  $342,500. 

No  new  lines  of  transportation  have  been  established  during  the  year. 

Statistics  between  1890  and  1894  and  between  1894  and  1897  were  not  received. 

July  ly  1897,  balance  unexpended $7,557.59 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  iisca]  year 6, 007. 43 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,550.16 

'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 35, 000. 00 

Amountthat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  eudmg  June  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Juue  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  D  16.) 

16.  Greenwich  Harbor j  Connecticut — Greenwich  Harbor  is  a  shallow 
bay  aboat  2  miles  east  from  the  Kew  York  State  line  and  extending 
nearly  a  mile  northward  f^om  Long  Island  Sound.  Before  improvement 
the  upper  part  of  the  harbor  ran  bare  at  ordinary  low  water,  and 
yesRels  landing  at  any  of  the  docks,  except  those  in  the  outer  harbor, 
could  enter  only  at  full  tide  and  with  draft  of  not  over  G  feet. 

The  mean  rise  of  tide  is  about  7^  feet. 

The  preliminary  examination  of  this  harbor  was  made  in  compliance 
with  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1894,  and  the  report  submitted  in 
House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  26,  Fifty-third  Congress,  third  session.  It  is  also 
printed  in  the  Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1896,  page  860.  The 
improvement  recommended  was  adopted  under  the  river  and  harbor 
act  of  1896,  which  appropriated  money  to  begin  the  work. 

Under  date  of  September  26, 1896,  a  report  upun  the  survey  author- 
ized by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  was  made,  and  a  proj- 
ect and  estimate  submitted.  A  channel  90  feet  wide  is  to  be  made 
from  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  to  a  causeway  at  its  head,  a  distance  of 
about  a  mile,  to  be  9  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  to  the  lower  docks 
and  6  feet  deep  above.  The  upper  end  is  slightly  enlarged  to  form  a 
turning  basin.  The  estimated  cost  was  $20,000.  Harbor  lines  were 
established  in  1896. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897,  no  work  had  been  done;  a  contract  for  dreaging 
had  been  entered  into. 

During  the  fiscal  year  a  channel  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and 
46  feet  wide  was  dredged  from  the  6-foot  curve  opposite  the  lower  dock 
to  the  upper  dock,  near  the  upper  end  of  the  proposed  channel,  a  distance 
of  half  a  mile. 

At  the  close  of  work  on  January  15, 1898,  the  low-water  depth  over 
the  improvement  was  6  feet,  and  it  is  believed  that  that  depth  still 
exists. 

The  commerce  of  Greenwich  Harbor  consists  of  coal,  building  mate- 
rials, stone,  and  general  merchandise.  The  improvement  is  designed  to 
facilitate  the  trans v)ortation  of  this  freight,  which  previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  work  could  only  be  done  at  high  water. 

Table  of  oamparative  8tatiatio$, 
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Dftte. 

rival  and  departure  togeth- 
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40  to  300 
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110,000 
198,600 

Tone. 
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181>7 

88,500 
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The  reported  vmlue  of  this  oommeroe  for  1897  was  $6,432,600.    One  new  Une  of 
transportation  is  contemplated. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $6,889.09 

June  80y  1^1  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 4,449.86 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 939.74 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 125.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 814.74 


{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existinp^  project 14, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  beprofitably  expendedinfiscaljearendiDg  Jnne30, 1900    14, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  D  16.) 

SUBYETS  MADE  IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  RIVER  AJXD  HARBOR  ACT  OF 

JUNE  3,  1896. 

The  surveys  of  the  following  localities,  required  by  the  river  and  har- 
bor act  of  June  3,  1896,  were  made  by  the  local  engineer,  Mi^.  Smith  S. 
Leach,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  reports  thereon  submitted: 

i.  Survey  of  Connecticut  River  between  Hartford^  Conn.^  and  HolyoJcCj 
Mass. — M^jor  Leach  submitted  report  of  survey  November  13,  1897. 
The  plan  of  improvement  presented  provides  for  securing  between  Hoi- 
yoke  and  Hartford  a  channel  9  feet  deep  at  extreme  low  water  and  150 
feet  wide  at  the  same  stage,  by  the  construction  of  three  locks  and  mov- 
able dams  and  by  dredging  where  required.  The  cost  of  the  work, 
including  that  for  flowage,  is  estimated  at  $1,825,000,  but  this  total 
would  be  increased  to  $2,075,000  should  the  Ghanoine  type  of  dams  be 
used,  while  the  cost  of  maintenance,  together  with  operation  of  the 
locks  and  dams,  the  necessary  repairs  to  the  same,  and  the  small  amount 
of  dredging  possibly  required  to  keep  open  the  artificial  cuts,  is  esti- 
mated approximately  at  $8,000  per  annum.  The  execution  of  the  plans 
submitted  would  result  in  no  iigury  to  the  canal  on  the  west  bank  or  to 
water  power. 

Befei*ence  is  made  to  the  fact  that  there  are  eleven  bridges  spanning 
the  river  between  Hartford  and  Ohioopee  which  would  not  permit  traf- 
fic under  the  proposed  project.  One  of  these  structures,  a  temporary 
highway  bridge,  at  Hartford,  will  be  replaced  by  a  permanent  one,  the 
approved  plan  for  which  provides  ample  draw  opening. 

Major  Leach  states  that  a  military  reason  of  some  weight  for  making 
the  proposed  improvement  is  the  provision  of  water  carriage  to  the 
United  States  arsenal  at  Springfield,  and  it  is  his  opinion,  concurred  in 
by  the  division  engineer.  Col.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  Corps  of  Engineers,  that 
the  river  is  worthy  of  improvement  by  the  General  Government  between 
Hartford  and  Holyoke  in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent  set  forth. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No.  136,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  D 17.) 

^.  Survey  of  South  Norwalk  Harbor^  Connecticut. — Mi^or  Leach  sub- 
mitted report  of  survey  November  30, 1897.  The  approved  project  for 
improving  Norwalk  Harbor,  of  which  the  harbor  at  South  Norwalk  is 
a  part,  consists  in  removing  the  shoal  at  Ferrys  Point  to  a  depth  of  6 
feet  at  mean  low  water,  in  making  a  channel  to  South  Norwalk  150  feet 
wide  and  10  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  and  in  widening  the  two 
bends  at  the  harbor  entrance.  Major  Leach  recommends  amendment 
of  the  present  project  by  including  therein  a  branch  channel  to  East 
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Norwalk  60  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  estimated  to 
cost  $5,760,  by  deepening  the  present  channel  above  the  railroad  bridge 
to  8  feet  at  mean  low  water,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $13,200,  and  by 
maintaining  the  project  dimensions  of  channel  over  the  entire  harbor, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $2,500  per  annnm. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  local  officer  the  harbor  of  Norwalk  is  worthy  of 
improvement  by  the  General  Government  in  the  manner  and  to  the 
extent  set  forth,  and  his  views  and  recommendations  are  concurred  in 
by  the  division  engineer,  Gol.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
Ko.  129,  Fifty -fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  D 1 8.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  BAY  RIDGE,  RED  HOOK,  AND  BUTTERMILK  CHAN- 
NELS, NEW  YORK  HARBOR,  OP  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  NEW  YORK 
ON  LONG  ISLAND  SOUND,  AND  ON  THE  SOUTHERN  SHORE  OF  LONG 
ISLAND. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  H.  M,  Adams,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, having  under  his  immediate  orders  Lient.  Eobert  K.  Haymond, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  the  entire  year,  and  Lieut.  James  F.  Mclndoe, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  since  April  11, 1898.  Division  Engineer,  Brig. 
Gen.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1,  Port  Chester  Harbor^  New  York, — This  harbor,  at  the  boundary 
between  the  States  of  New  York  and  Connecticut,  consists  of  a  bay 
opening  into  Long  Island  Sound  at  the  mouth  of  Byram  Kiver  and  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  river  itself,  which  is  navigable  for  about  a  mile 
above  its  mouth. 

The  original  available  depth  in  the  river  was  not  more  than  a  foot  at 
low  water,  and  Salt  Rock  in  the  river  and  Sunken  Hock  in  the  bay  were 
considered  dangerous  obstructions. 

The  project  for  improvement,  adopted  in  1871,  provided  for  the 
removal  of  these  rocks  to  9  and  11  feet  depth,  respectively,  and  for  the 
construction  of  a  breakwater  at  Byram  Point,  at  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bor, the  estimated  cost  being  $90,632. 

In  1884  the  project  was  extended  to  provide  for  dredging  a  channel 
2^  feet  deep,  and  from  60  to  100  feet  wide,  from  the  bay  to  the  vicinity 
of  the  village  wharves.  In  1888  the  project  was  further  modified  to 
omit  the  removal  of  Sunken  Eock  and  to  build  a  breakwater  from  that 
rock  to  Byram  Point,  which  should  also  serve  as  a  beacon  on  the  rock. 
A  revised  estimate  of  cost,  made  in  1890  in  accordance  with  these  mod- 
ifications, reduced  the  cost  of  completion  b}' about  $40,000,  making  the 
total  estimated  cost  $57,000. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897,  $51,813.45  bad  been  expended.  Salt  Bock  had 
been  removed  to  9  feet  depth;  the  breakwater  from  Sunken  Rock  to 
Byram  Point  had  been  completed;  a  channel  had  been  dredged  up  to 
Town  Dock  8  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  75  feet  wide,  thence  to 
the  steamboat  landing  6  feet  deep  and  60  feet  wide,  and  thence  to  the 
head  of  navigation  2^  feet  deep. 

Ho  work  was  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 

The  results  of  the  work  have  been  to  admit  vessels  of  greater  draft 
than  formerly,  and  to  provide  them  with  shelter  while  waiting  for  high 
tide  to  go  to  the  landings. 

The  commerce  of  this  harbor  consists  of  coal,  iron,  building  mate- 
rials, farm  produce,  and  miscellaneous  freights,  amounting  to  about 
118,950  tons  in  1897.  The  annual  value  of  this  commerce  is  estimated 
at  about  forty  times  the  entire  cost  of  the  project  when  completed* 
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The  following  table  shows  the  tonnage  of  commerce  reported  for  this 
harbor  for  several  years  since  1885 : 

Tons. 

1S86 81,000 

1890 160,000 

1898 -. 163,000 

1895 73,257 

1896 114,749 

No  new  lines  of  transportation  have  been  reported  as  established 
since  July  1, 1897. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $186.65 

June 90, 18SK8,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 186.55 


(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 5, 000. 00 
Amount  thatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  JuneSO,  1900      5, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  oompliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciril  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  E  1.) 

2.  Mamaroneok  HarboTy  yew  York. — This  harbor  consists  of  a  narrow 
inlet  opening  into  a  broad  bay,  with  several  dangerous  rocks  in  or  near 
the  channel  at  head  of  the  bay.  The  low- water  depth  to  the  old  steam- 
boat wharf  halfway  up  the  inlet  was  5  feet;  thence  to  the  upper  wharves 
it  was  about  1  foot. 

A  project  for  improvement,  adopted  in  1882,  provided  for  removing 
one  rock  to  4  feet  depth,  five  rocks  to  7  feet  depth,  and  for  making  a 
channel  100  feet  wide  and  7  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  up  to  the  old 
steamboat  wharf,  and  thence  to  the  upper  wharves  80  feet  wide  and  4 
feet  deep,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $43,000. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897,  $24,939.46  had  been  expended.  One  rock  had 
been  removed  to  4  feet  depth  and  two  to  7  feet  depth  at  mean  low 
water,  and  a  channel  60  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water 
had  been  dredged  from  deep  water  in  the  bay  to  the  upper  wharves,  a 
length  of  3,550  feet. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  no  work  was  done. 

The  commerce  of  Mamaroneok  U arbor  is  principally  coal,  building  - 
materials,  farm  produce,  and  general  merchandise,  amouuting  in  18  7 
to  51,673  tons.    The  improvement  has  made  the  upper  wharves  access- 
ible to  vessels  of  4  feet  greater  draft,  and  has  made  the  entrance  to  the 
harbor  safer  and  easier. 

The  annual  value  of  the  commerce  is  estimated  at  about  twenty  times 
the  entire  cost  of  the  improvement,  when  completed. 

No  new  lines  of  transportation  have  been  established  during  the  past 
fiscal  year. 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $60.54 

June  30, 1^0^,  amount  expended  darinp^  fiscal  year '. 60. 54 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 18, 000. 00 

Amount  thatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,1900    10, 000. 00 
I  Submitted  in  compliance  with  reqnirements  of  sections  2  of  riyer  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  E  2.) 

3.  JEast  Chester  CreeJc^  New  York.— This  is  a  small  tidal  stream  empty- 
ing into  Pelham  Bay,  at  the  west  end  of  the  north  shore  of  Long  Island 
Sonnd.  Before  improvement  it  was  navigable  at  high  tide  for  vessels 
drawing  7  feet  only  up  to  Lockwoods,  a  distance  of  2^  miles.  The  rise 
of  tide  is  7.1  feet 

SNa98 8 
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The  original  project  for  improvement,  adopted  in  1873,  provided  for 
making  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  9  feet  deep  at  mean  high  water 
(about  2  feet  at  low  water)  from  deep  water  in  Pelham  Bay  to  a  point 
3,000  feet  above  Lockwoods,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $136,500,  snbse- 
qnently  rednced  to  $124,000. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897,  $80,615.26  had  been  expended  upon  this  improve- 
ment. The  channel  had  been  made  the  full  depth  and  width  up  to  a 
I)oint  3,000  feet  above  Lockwoods;  below  Lockwoods,  for  a  distance  of 
half  a  mile,  the  depth  had  shoaled  and  the  channel  narrowed. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  14,869  cubic  yards  of  sand,  mud,  loose 
and  solid  rock  was  removed  from  the  channel  between  Town  Dock  and 
Lockwoods,  making  the  channel  from  90  to  100  feet  wide. 

The  balance  of  funds  remaining  was  not  sufficient  to  efifect  any  use- 
ful extension  of  channel. 

The  project  of  1873  is  considered  completed;  the  channel  is  in  good 
navigable  condition  to  the  point  3,000  feet  above  Lockwoods ;  no  appro- 
priation is  required. 

The  commerce  of  East  Chester  Greek  consists  of  coal,  building  ma- 
terials, stone,  and  miscellaneous  freights,  amounting  in  1896  to  94,928 
tons. 

The  following  table  shows  the  variations  in  amount  of  commerce 
reported  for  several  years  since  the  first  report  in  1887: 


Tons. 

1887 16,110 

1890 19,505 

1892 47,115 


Tom. 

1893 .•--  55,990 

1894 137,268 

1895 94,928 


The  value  of  this  commerce  in  1896  is  estimated  at  about  18  times 
the  entire  cost  of  the  completed  improvement. 

No  new  lines  of  transportation  have  been  established  during  the  past 
fiscal  >  ear. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $10,384.74 

Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 9, 373. 84 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,010.90 

(See  Appendix  E  3.) 

4.  Bronx  River ^  New  York. — The  navigable  part  of  this  stream  is  the 
tidal  part,  extending  about  3  miles  from  its  mouth,  and  lying  wholly 
within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  New  York.  It  has  naturally  a  depth  of 
4  feet  at  the  entrance,  decreasing  to  less  than  1  foot  at  the  head  of 
navigation,  where  the  rise  of  tide  is  about  6  feet. 

The  project  for  improvement  was  adopted  in  compliance  with  the 
river  and  harbor  act  of  1896,  and  contemplates  dredging  and  rock 
removal  to  make  a  channel  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  to  be  100 
feet  wide  at  and  near  the  mouth,  decreasing  to  50  feet  at  the  head  of 
navigation.    The  estimated  cost  is  $85,985. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897,  $2,498.91  had  been  expended  upon  rock  removal 
under  a  contract  then  in  progress. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  123.63  cubic  yards  of  rock  was  removed 
from  three  ledges  in  the  lower  part  of  the  stream,  deepening  shoal 
places  left  under  the  contract;  the  total  amount  removed  under  the 
contract  was  1,250  cubic  yards,  making  a  depth  of  6  feet  at  mean  low 
water  where  the  previous  available  depth  was  about  1  foot,  over  about 
a  half  mile  length  of  the  river  at  a  point  1^  miles  above  its  mouth. 

Future  appropriations  should  be  applied  to  the  rock  removal  and 
dredging  proposed  under  the  adopted  project. 

The  commerce  of  Bronx  River  consists  principally  of  coal,  lumber, 
boDding  materiala,  etc.,  amounting  in  1897  to  139^310  tona^  valued  at 
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$526,026.    This  valaation  is  about  six  times  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
projected  improvement. 
The  following  table  shows  previoas  freights,  so  far  as  reported: 

T<niB. 

lS90,aboat 220,000 

1896 94,244 

July  1^897Jbalanoeimeicx>ended $7,601.09 

Jime  90,  l^Sy  unoimt  expended  during  fiscal  year 1^501.09 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 75, 985. 00 

Amonnttnat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  en  ding  Jane  30, 1900  10,  OuO.  00 
Sabmiited  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  E  4.) 

5.  Mattitucic  Harbor^  New  York. — This  harbor  is  a  tidal  inlet  extend- 
ing about  2  miles  sonth  from  Long  Island  Sound  to  the  village  of  Matti- 
tock,  on  Long  Island,  about  70  miles  east  from  New  York  City.  The 
natural  depth  at  the  entrance  is  from  1  to  2  feet  at  low  tide;  inside  the 
entrance  the  depth  is  rather  greater  to  the  tide  mill,  about  a  mile  from 
its  mouth ;  above  the  tide  mill  slack  high  water  is  maintained,  with 
depth  of  about  6  feet  to  Mattituck.  The  rise  of  tide  outside  the  har- 
bor's mouth  is  4.8  feet  and  below  the  tide  mill  but  2.2  feet. 

The  project  for  improvement,  adopted  under  the  terms  of  the  river 
and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  contemplates  making  a  channel  of  7 
feet  depth  at  mean  low  water,  to  be  100  feet  wide  at  the  entrance,  and 
thence  to  the  tide  mill  to  be  80  feet  wide,  and  extending  the  same  to 
the  village  of  Mattituck  with  depth  of  7  feet  at  high  water  and  80  feet 
width,  the  entrance  channel  to  be  protected  by  parallel  jetties.  The 
estimated  cost  of  this  work  is  $83,000. 

No  work  has  been  done  under  this  project  and  no  money  expended. 

In  carrying  out  the  project  for  improvement  the  first  work  done 
should  be  the  construction  of  the  jetties  at  the  entrance,  estimated  to 
cost  about  $40,0<K).  The  available  funds  are  sufficient  to  build  only 
oue-hidf  of  one  of  the  jetties,  which  would  be  of  no  benefit  to  naviga- 
tion. Therefore,  it  is  proposed  to  defer  the  beginning  of  work  until 
sufficient  funds  are  provided  to  build  one  or  both  jetties,  which  could 
be  done  in  one  working  season. 

The  commerce  of  Mattituck  Harbor  consists  of  farm  produce  and 
fertilizers,  amounting  in  1890  to  about  3,000  tons,  valued  at  $33,470. 
The  greater  part  of  the  local  freight  was  received  and  shipped  by  rail. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $10,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 10,000.00 

(Amount  f estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existinp^  project 73, 000. 00 
Amounttoatcanbe  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  E  5.) 

6.  Port  Jefferson  Harbor^  New  York. — This  harbor  is  a  large  and 
deep  inland  bay  with  a  narrow  entrance  or  inlet,  outside  of  which  was 
originally  a  shoal  with  4  feet  depth  at  low  water.  The  location  of  the 
inlet  is  one  of  the  most  exposed  on  Long  Island  Sound. 

The  first  project  for  im])rovement  was  adopted  in  1871  and  completed 
in  1883  at  a  total  cost  of  $79,000.  Two  jetties  were  built  to  shelter  the 
inlet  channel,  one  east  of  the  inlet,  1,390  feet  long,  and  one  west,  940 
feet,  both  to  scant  cross  section.  A  channel  8  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water  and  100  feet  wide  was  dredged  through  the  inlet  and  the  shoal 
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An  examination  of  Port  Jefferson  Inlet  was  made  nnder  the  river 
and  harbor  act  of  1888,  and  ander  the  act  of  1890  a  project  for  improve- 
ment was  adopted  providing  for  a  depth  of  10  feet  at  mean  low  water. 
This  was  modified  in  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  river  and  harbor 
act  of  1894,  to  make  a  depth  of  12  feet,  and  the  present  project  for 
improvement  therefore  provides  for  a  channel  throngh  the  harbor 
entrance  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  200  feet  wide,  to  be  made 
by  (hedging  and  to  be  protected  by  extending  and  enlarging  the  pre- 
viously built  breakwaters,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $145,000. 

Up  to  June  30,  1897,  $43,978.34  had  been  expended  upon  the  present 
project,  exclusive  of  $4,735.46  outstanding  liabilities;  both  jetties  had 
been  partly  enlarged,  a  channel  10  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and 
over  200  feet  wide  had  been  dredged  throngh  the  entrance  bar,  and 
from  160  to  180  feet  width  of  this  channel  had  been  further  deepened 
to  12  feet 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  1,138  cubic  yards  was  dredged,  removing 
a  shoal  from  the  12-foot  channeL 

Future  appropriations  will  be  applied  to  enlarging  and  extending 
the  jetties  and  to  maintaining  the  12-foot  channel. 

The  commerce  of  this  harbor  consists  of  coal,  building  materials, 
farm  produce,  shellfish,  and  general  merchandise,  amounting  in  1897  to 
25,497  tons.  The  harbor  is  also  largely  used  as  a  winter  anchorage  for 
yachts.  The  result  of  the  improvement  has  been  to  render  access  to 
the  harbor  comparatively  easy  and  safe. 

The  annual  value  of  the  commerce  of  the  harbor  in  1897,  exclusive  oi 
shipbuilding  and  repairing,  is  estimated  at  about  twice  the  total  cost 
of  the  present  project. 

The  following  table  shows  the  recent  variations  in  th^  commerce 
reported: 


Tont. 

1890 42,325 

1892 47,000 


Tons. 

1894 42,000 

1895 36,000 


1893 46,000  I  1896 81,700 

No  new  lines  of  transportation  are  reported  as  established  during  the 
past  fiscal  year. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $6,021.66 

June  30,  ISSKB,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 5,242.45 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 779.21 


< 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 95, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  prontably  expended  iu  fiscal  year  ending  Jii  ne  30, 1900    12, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  E  6.) 

7.  Huntington  ffarboTy  Kew  YorJc. — ^This  is  a  tidal  inlet  extending 
southward  from  Huntington  Bay  to  the  village  of  Huntington.  It  is 
about  2  miles  long,  quite  narrow,  and  landlocked,  and  has  a  natural 
available  depth  of  nearly  8  feet  at  mean  low  water  up  to  within  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  of  the  head  of  the  harbor,  where  the  low-water  depth 
shoaled  gradually  to  zero. 

In  1872-73  a  channel  8  feet  deep  and  150  feet  wide  was  dredged  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  harbor  by  the  United  States  at  a  cost  of  $22,500. 
Within  ten  years  followiug  this  had  nearly  filled  up. 

In  1884  a  survey  was  ordered  by  Congress,  and  nnder  authority  of 
the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1890  a  project  for  improvement  was 
adopted,  providing  for  redredging  a  channel  8  feet  deep  and  100  feet 
wide  up  to  the  upper  wharves,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $32,000,    The 
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estimate  also  includes  a  pile  protection  for  part  of  the  channel,  bnt  it 
seems  probable  that  equally  good  results  can  be  obtained  by  applying 
the  fands  to  dredging  a  greater  width. 

Up  to  Jane  30, 1897,  $21,680.23  had  been  expended  under  the  present 
project  in  dredging  a  channel  8  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  175  feet 
wide  up  to  the  bend  at  the  old  town  dock,  230  feet  wide  at  the  bend,  and 
100  feet  wide  for  about  200  feet  above  the  bend,  a  total  length  of  about 
3,500  feet 

No  work  has  been  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 

Fature  appropriations  will  be  applied  to  such  dredging  as  is  neces- 
sary for  completing  and  maintaining  the  channel. 

The  commerce  consists  mainly  of  coal,  building  materials,  and  mis- 
oellaneous  freights,  amounting  to  23,584  tons  in  1897. 

Vessels  which  formerly  waited  for  high  tide  to  reach  the  landings 
now  reach  them  at  any  ordinary  stage  of  water. 

The  present  annual  value  of  this  commerce  is  estimated  at  about  fif- 
teen times  the  entire  cost  of  the  present  project  when  completed. 

The  following  table  shows  the  variations  in  reported  tonnage  of  com- 
merce for  several  years  since  1890: 


Tons, 

1890 39,500 

44,000 

46,000 


Tons. 


1894 58,000 

1895 70,000 

1896 73,350 

No  new  lines  of  transportation  are  reported  as  established  during 
the  past  fiscal  year. 


July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended 

Jnne  90, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 


$319. 77 
319.77 


{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 10, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  beprofitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  E  7.) 

8.  Olencove  Harbor^  New  York, — This  harbor  is  an  inlet  on  the  east 
side  of  Hempstead  Harbor,  which  is  accessible  only  at  high  tide,  and 
a  breakwater  was  needed  to  shelter  vessels  while  at  anchor  waiting  for 
tides. 

The  project  for  improvement,  adopted  in  1888,  provided  for  a  riprap 
breakwater  about  2,500  feet  long,  extending  in  a  west- southwesterly 
direction  from  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Glencove  Dock,  the  top  to 
be  5  feet  wide  and  3  feet  above  mean  high  water,  and  slopes  to  be  1  on  1. 
Its  estimated  cost  was  $201,960.  In  1895  the  project  was  modified  to 
limit  the  length  of  the  breakwater  to  abont  2,000  feet,  and  revised  esti- 
mates were  made,  based  upon  the  cost  of  work  already  done,  and 
reducing  the  estimate  of  cost,  from  the  beginning  of  work  in  1888,  to 
$135,000. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897,  $62,429.74  had  been  expended  in  building  1,465 
linear  feet  of  breakwater. 

The  only  work  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year  has  been  maintaining 
a  light  upon  the  end  of  the  unfinished  breakwater. 

The  commerce  of  Glencove  Harbor  consists  chiefly  of  coal,  corn, 
starch,  glucose,  and  miscellaneous  freights,  amounting  in  1897  to  733,400 
tons.  The  annual  value  of  these  freights  is  estimated  at  about  thirty 
times  the  cost  of  the  completed  improvement. 

The  result  of  this  improvement  has  been  to  afford  a  shelter  which 
enables  vessels  to  use  the  Qlencoye  Dock  in  all  weather  or  to  lie 
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securely  at  anchor  until  the  rise  of  tide  makes  the  inner  harbor  of  Glen- 
cove  navigable. 

Following  is  a  statement  of  the  amounts  of  commerce  for  the  several 
years  since  1889  as  far  as  presented. 

Tom. 

1889 301,429 

1893 305,000 

1896 106,435 

July  1, 1897, balance  anezpended $570.26 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 205. 20 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 365.06 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 16.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 349.06 

'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 72, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  yeareuding  June30, 1900  10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  mud  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  E  8.) 

9.  Flushing  Bay^  New  Yorh — Before  improvement  the  available  depth 
in  this  broad,  shallow  bay  and  in  the  channel  leading  up  to  Flushing  was 
less  than  4  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

The  project  for  improvement,  adopted  in  1879,  contemplated  building 
16,700  feet  of  diking  to  form  a  tidal  basin  which,  by  filling  and  discharg- 
ing through  the  main  channel,  would  maintain  a  channel  depth  of  6  feet 
or  more  at  mean  low  water,  after  once  dredging.  The  bottom  is  soft 
mud.    The  estimated  cost  of  this  work  was  $173,500. 

In  1888  the  project  was  modified  to  omit  part  of  th«  diking,  which 
then  appeared  unnecessary,  and  in  1891,  at  the  request  of  many  citi- 
zens, the  extension  of  dikes  was  wholly  omitted  from  the  project. 

Up  to  July  1, 1897,  $122,374.76  had  been  expended;  4,663  linear  feet 
of  diking  had  been  built  and  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep 
at  mean  low  water  had  been  dredged,  in  places  several  times. 

No  work  was  done  during  the  past  year. 

Future  appropriations  should  be  applied  mainly  to  such  dredging  as 
may  be  needed  to  keep  the  channel  free  from  shoals. 

The  improvement  of  Flushing  Bay  has  resulted  in  making  the  water 
front  accessible  to  many  of  the  vessels  even  at  low  tide  and  in  permit- 
ting the  use  of  vessels  of  increased  draft  at  high  tide. 

The  commerce  of  Flushing  Bay  consists  chiefly  of  coal,  building  ma- 
terials, dyewoods,  manufacturers' and  miscellaneous  freights,  amounting 
in  1897  to  163,395  tons,  valued  at  $1,449,438.  This  value  is  about  eight 
times  the  cost  of  the  improvement. 

Following  is  a  statement  of  the  amounts  of  commerce  reported  for 
Flushing  Bay  during  the  several  years  since  1888: 

Tons. 

1888 229,235 

1894  (partial  returns) 46,942 

1895 150,376 

1896 80,820 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $625.24 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 119.37 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 505.87 

'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 50, 500. 00 

1  Amountthatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  10, 000. 00 
I  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

,    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

^Bee  Appendix  E  9.) 
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10.  Patchogue  River ^  New  Yorlc. — ^Tliis  is  a  shallow  tidal  iDlet  extend- 
ing aboot  a  mile  northward  from  the  shore  of  Great  South  Bay,  Long 
Island,  to  the  village  of  Patchogue.  The  natural  depth  in  the  stream 
and  over  a  bar  at  the  mouth  was  from  2  to  3  feet  at  mean  low  water, 
and  the  rise  of  tide  is  about  1  foot. 

In  1880  and  in  1886  examinations  were  made  by  order  of  Congress, 
and  in  1890  a  project  was  adopted  for  making  a  channel  6  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water  and  60  feet  wide  from  Great  South  Bay  to  the  village 
wharves,  about  5,000  feet,  and  for  protecting  the  entrance  channel  by 
a  jetty  1,700  feet  long  on  the  west  side,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $40,000. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897,  $34,04 1 .53  had  been  expended.  The  jetty  on  the 
west  side  of  the  entrance  had  been  completed  to  the  proposed  length 
of  1,700  feet,  and  a  channel  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  60  feet 
wide  had  been  dredged  from  Great  South  Bay  to  80  feet  below  the 
harbor  lines  at  the  head  of  the  harbor,  300  feet  at  the  upper  end  being 
further  widened  to  100  feet  so  that  vessels  could  turn  about. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  the  shoals  in  the  previously  dredged 
channel  were  removed  to  a  depth  of  6  feet. 

1 1  e  project  for  this  improvement  is  completed. 

The  commerce  of  Patchogue  River  consists  mainly  of  lumber,  coal, 
fitth,  and  shellfish,  amounting  in  1897  to  250,000  tons,  valued  at 
$3,003,000.    This  value  is  90  times  the  entire  cost  of  the  improvement. 

Ihe  improvement  has  enabled  vessels  of  6  feet  dratt  to  reach  the 
channel  opposite  the  docks  at  ordinary  tides  without  lightering. 

Following  is  a  statement  of  the  amounts  of  commerce  of  Patchogue 
River  reported  for  several  years  since  1890: 


Tons. 

1«K) 66,000 

1892 120,000 

1893 126,000 


Tons. 

1894 145,000 

1895 129,485 

1896 143,600 


July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $5,958.47 

June  20,  1898,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 5, 247. 87 


Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended > 710.60 

(See  Appendix  E  10.) 

11.  Brotcns  CreeJcj  Sayville^  N.  T, — This  is  a  narrow  stream  extending 
northward  from  Oreat  South  Bay  to  the  Sayville  Highway  Bridge, 
above  which  it  is  wholly  a  fresh  water  creek.  The  natural  depth  in 
the  creek  was  1  to  3  feet  at  low  tide,  and  on  a  bar  at  the  mouth  it  was 
less  than  1  foot. 

In  1890  a  project  was  adopted  for  making  a  channel  100  feet  wide 
and  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  up  to  the  highway  bridge,  the 
entrance  channel  to  be  2  feet  deeper  and  to  be  protected  by  riprap 
jetties  on  either  side,  at  an  estimated  cost  oi  $46,000. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897,  $21,053.78  had  been  expended ;  the  west  jetty 
had  been  made  492  feet  long  and  the  east  jetty  438  feet  long,  and  a 
channel  had  been  dredged  100  feet  wide,  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water, 
and  1,893  feet  long. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year,  the  dredged  channel  was  extended  1,100 
feet,  making  it  2,993  feet  long,  and  shoals  in  and  near  the  entrance 
channel  were  deepened. 

The  object  of  the  improvement  is  to  provide  a  shelter  for  small  oyster 
and  fishing  boats  owned  and  operated  in  the  vicinity.  The  channel 
already  dredged  is  largely  used  by  such  boats  for  this  purpose. 

Future  appropriations  should  be  applied  to  maintaining  and  extend- 
ing the  channel  and  to  completing  the  jetties. 
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The  commerce  of  Browns  Greek  consists  principally  of  shellfish,  coal, 
lumber,  etc.,  amounting  in  1897  to  9,180  tons. 

The  annual  value  of  the  reported  commerce  is  about  four  times  the 
cost  of  the  completed  Improvement. 

The  amounts  of  commerce  reported  heretofore  are  as  follows: 

Tom. 

1895 36,080 

1896 86,871 

Jaly  1,1897,  balance  nnezpended $3,946.22 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3,946.22 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 21, 000. 00 

Amonntthatcan  beprofitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900      6, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  E  11.) 

12.  Oanarsie  Bay^  N'ew  Torh, — ^Oanarsie  Bay  is  the  northwest  part  of 
Jamaica  Bay,  at  Canarsie  Landing.  The  original  natural  depth  to  the 
landing  was  4^  feet  at  low  tide,  the  rise  of  tide  being  4.7  feet. 

In  1880  a  project  for  improvement  by  dikes  solely,  subsequently  modi- 
fied to  diking  and  dredging,  was  adopted  in  order  to  secure  a  channel 
100  to  150  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  connecting 
Canarsie  Landing  with  Big  Channel,  in  Jamaica  Bay;  it  was  afterwards 
extended  to  include  a  south  channel  from  the  landing  to  Island  Channel, 
to  be  4  feet  deep.    The  estimated  cost  was  $88,000. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897,  $64,470.59  had  been  expended.  Two  dikes  had 
been  built,  one  on  the  north  side  of  the  channel  1,058  feet  long  and  one 
on  the  south  side  820  feet  long;  the  main  channel  had  been  dredged  6 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  125  to  150  feet  wide  for  its  foil  length; 
a  channel  5  feet  deep  and  50  feet  wide  had  been  dredged  to  connect 
with  Cophel  Channel  on  the  northeast,  and  another  4  feet  deep  to  con- 
nect with  Island  Channel  on  the  southwest. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  no  work  was  done. 

Future  appropriations  should  be  applied  mainly  to  keeping  the  dikes 
in  repair  and  to  maintaining  the  dredged  channels. 

The  commerce  of  Canarsie  Bay  consists  mainly  of  building  materials, 
fertilizers,  fish,  and  coal,  amounting  in  1896  to  50,087  tons. 

The  annual  value  of  this  commerce  is  estimated  at  about  five  times 
the  total  cost  of  the  improvement  when  completed. 

This  commerce  is  benefited  by  the  increased  depth  to  the  landing, 
which  obviates  the  deld»y  awaiting  the  rising  of  the  tide.  The  most 
important  use  of  the  channel  is  the  transportation  of  passengers  to 
sammer  resorts  on  Eockaway  Beach. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  amounts  of  commerce  reported  for 
several  years  since  1890: 

Tons. 

1894 133,425 

1895 148,664 

1896 50,087 


Tons. 

1890 50,898 

1892 67,510 

1893 69,510 


July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $529.41 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 529.41 


'Amount  (estimated)  reqnired  for  completion  of  existins^  project 23, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  oompliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  E  12.) 
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13.  Bay  Ridge  Channel^  the  triangular  area  between  Bay  Ridge  and 
Red  Hook  channelSj  and  Red  Rook  and  Buttermilk  channels j  in  the  harbor 
of  New  York. — ^These  channels  lie  along  the  east  shore  of  the  Upper 
Bay,  New  York  Harbor,  and,  in  the  sequence  named,  form  an  eastern 
channel  between  the  Narrows  and  the  East  Biver,  separated  from  the 
main  channel  by  a  broad  shoal  off  the  month  of  Gowanns  Bay  and  by 
Ooyemors  Island.  The  lower  part  of  this  waterway,  consisting  of  Bay 
Bidge  and  Bed  Hook  channels,  had  a  natural  low- water  depth  of  7  to 
12  feet;  Buttermilk  Channel  had  a  natural  depth  of  26  feet  in  a  narrow, 
crooked  channel,  with  Buttermilk  and  Bed  Hook  shoals  on  either  side. 

Prior  to  1896  this  improvement  was  carried  on  under  two  separate 
projects,  one  for  improving  Buttermilk  Channel,  adopted  in  1880  and 
modified  subsequently  so  as  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  Buttermilk 
and  Bed  Hook  shoals  to  26  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water,  at  an  esti- 
timated  cost  of  $529,000,  and  one  for  improving  Gowanns  Bay  channels, 
adopted  in  1881  and  subsequently  modified  so  as  to  provide  for  dredg- 
ing Bay  Bidge  Channel  800  feet  wide  and  26  feet  deep.  Bed  Hook 
Channel  400  feet  wide  and  26  feet  deep,  dredging  the  triangular  area 
between  these  channels  to  the  same  depth,  and  making  Gowanus  Creek 
Channel  250  feet  wide  and  21  feet  deep,  at  a  total  estimated  cost  of 
•1,124,400. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897,  $493,962.68  had  been  expended  upon  Buttermilk 
Channel  and  $640,041  upon  the  Gowanus  Bay  channels.  Buttermilk 
Shoal,  at  the  upper  end  of  Buttermilk  Channel,  had  been  completely 
removed  to  26  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water,  and  600  feet  had  been 
removed  from  the  northwest  side  of  the  Bed  Hook  Shoal  to  the  same 
depth ;  the  Bay  Bidge  Channel  had  been  made  375  feet  wide  and  21 
feet  deep,  with  a  depth  of  26  feet  for  175  to  200  feet  of  this  width,  and 
the  Bed  Hook  Channel  had  been  made  350  feet  wide  and  21  feet  deep, 
with  26  feet  depth  for  200  feet  of  this  width. 

By  the  terms  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1896  these  works  were 
consolidated  and  a  small  improvement  of  Gowanus  Canal  was  added, 
and  the  adopted  project  now  consists  in  dredging  channels  of  26  feet 
depth  at  mean  low  water,  with  widths  as  follows:  For  Bay  Bidge 
Channel,  800  feet;  for  the  triangular  area  between  Bay  Bidge  and  Bed 
Hook  channels,  maximum  width,  900  feet;  for  the  Bed  Hook  Channel, 
400  feet;  for  Buttermilk  Channel  at  Bed  Hook  Shoal,  1,000  feet,  and 
for  dredging  Gowanus  Canal  from  Percival  street  to  Hamilton  Avenue 
Bridge  to  the  extent  of  $5,0(K);  at  a  total  estimated  cost  of  $837,300. 
The  item  in  the  act  is  as  follows: 

ImproTing  Bay  Ridge  Channel,  the  triangnlar  area  between  Bay  Ridge  and  Red 
Hook  channels,  and  Red  Hook  and  Battermuk  channels,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York, 
New  York:  Continuing  improyement,  two  hundred  thousand  dollars:  Provided, 
That  the  work  shaU  be  beeun  at  the  southerly  end  of  Bay  Ridge  Channel  and  con- 
tinue through  it  and  the  others  in  the  order  named,  until  each^  as  the  work  advances 
northerlr,  is  completed  in  turn,  so  that  each  shaU  have  a  uniform  mean  low- water 
depth  of  twenty  six  feet  and  width  as  recommended  for  each :  And  provided  further, 
That  out  of  said  sum  five  thousand  doUars  shaU  be  expended  in  dredging  Gowanns 
C«nal  from  Percival  street  to  Hamilton  Avenue  Bridge :  And  provided  fwriher.  That 
eontraets  may  be  entered  into  by  the  Seore1»ay  of  War  for  the  completion  of  the 
whole  of  said  work,  to  be  paid  for  as  appropriations  may  be  made  from  time  to  time 
by  law,  not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  sue  hundred  and  thirty- seven  thousand  three 
hnndred  dollars,  exclusive  of  the  amount  herein  and  heretofore  appropriated. 

Up  to  Jnne  30, 1897,  $94,439.69  had  been  expended  nnder  the  project 
of  1896.  Bay  Bidge  Channel,  below  Forty-third  street,  had  been  widened 
to  its  projected  width  of  800  feet,  with  26  feet  depth ;  above  Forty  third 
street  it  had  been  widened  to  270  feet ;  the  improvement  of  Gowanoa 
Oanal,  as  projected,  had  been  completed. 
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During  the  past  fiscal  year  Bay  Bidge  Ohannel  has  been  widened  to 
800  feet  for  its  entire  length ;  the  triangalar  area  between  Bay  Bidge 
and  Bed  Hook  channels  has  been  made  fall  depth  and  width,  and  Bed 
Hook  Channel  has  been  made  full  depth  (26  feet)  for  about  three-fourths 
its  length,  with  width  in  different  stages  of  progress. 

Work  on  Bed  Hook  Shoal,  Buttermilk  Channel,  has  not  been  begun. 

The  available  funds  and  future  appropriations  will  be  applied  to 
completing  the  work  in  the  order  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of 
June  3, 1896. 

The  commerce  of  this  part  of  New  York  Harbor  consists  of  coal,  grain, 
lumber,  iron,  and  other  freights,  amounting  in  1897  to  12,353,171  tons, 
valued  at  $569,826,961.  The  amount  of  commerce  in  transit  through 
these  channels  can  not  be  estimated. 

The  improvement  already  made  has  resulted  in  making  these  chan- 
nels available  for  vessels  of  much  greater  drafb  than  formerly. 

BAY  RIDGEy  RED  HOOK,  AND  BUTTEBMILE  CHANNELS. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  anexpoDded $455,560.31 

Amoant  appropriated  by  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1, 1898 130, 000. 00 

585, 560. 31 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 193, 770. 74 

July  1, 1898^  balance  unexpended 391,7»9.57 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $59,847.39 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 172,030.68 

231, 878. 07 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 159,911.60 

CHANNEL  IN  OOWANUS  BAT,  NEW  YORK. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $1,059.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1, 059. 00 

BUTTERMILK  CHANNEL,  NEW  YORK. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $2,387.32 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 2,387.32 

(See  Appendix  E  13.) 

14.  Oowanus  Creek  Channel^  New  York  Harbor. — ^That  part  of  Gowanns 
Creek  improved  under  the  title  of  Gowanus  Creek  Channel  is  the  part 
from  the  foot  of  Percival  street  on  the  east  to  the  janction  of  Bed  Hook 
and  Bay  Ridge  channels  on  the  west. 

Before  improvement  Gowanus  Creek  Channel  had  an  available  low- 
water  depth  of  about  11  feet. 

In  1881  a  project  for  improvement  of  the  several  channels  in  Gowanus 
Bay  was  adopted  which,  as  subsequently  modified,  provided  for  making 
a  depth  of  21  feet  at  niean  low  water  in  the  Gowanus  Creek  Channel, 
with  width  extending  to  the  harbor  lines  on  either  side.  This  was 
accomplished  in  1893  under  parts  of  appropriations  made  for  the  several 
channels,  of  which  it  is  estimi  ted  that  about  $75,000  was  applied  to 
Gowanus  Creek  Chnnnel. 

Up  to  July  1,  1896,  about  $75,000  had  been  expended  on  this  work. 
The  channel  had  been  made  21  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  to  the  har- 
bor lines  on  either  side,  and  the  project  was  conipleted. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1896  a  project  was 
adopted  for  making  the  Gowanus  Creek  Channel  20  feet  deep  at  mean 
low  water  between  the  foot  of  Percival  street  and  Bed  Hook  Channel, 
at  a  total  estimated  cost  of  $70,000. 
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Tip  to  Jane  30, 1897,  $11,129.50  had  been  expended  under  this  proj- 
ect, and  the  channel  throughoat  the  creek  from  Bed  Hook  Channel  up  to 
the  foot  of  Percival  street,  a  distance  of  3,000  feet,  had  been  made  26 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  about  100  feet  wide,  under  a  contract 
then  nearly  completed. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  this  contract  was  completed  and  the  26- 
foot  channel  was  farther  widened  25  feet,  idaking  it  125  feet  wide. 

The  commerce  received  and  shipped  in  Gowanus  Greek  consists  of 
coal,  lumber,  building  materials,  and  miscellaneous  goods,  amounting 
in  1897  to  215,352  tons,  valued  at  $2,631,752.  In  addition  2,083,680 
tons  passed  through  Gowanus  Greek  Ghannel  to  and  from  Gowanus 
Canal,  valued  at  $20,000,000  or  over,  making  a  total  of  2,299,032  tons. 
The  annual  value  of  this  commerce  is  about  three  hundred  times  the 
total  cost  of  the  present  project. 

The  improvement  has  resulted  in  admitting  to  this  channel  vessels  of 
15  feet  gmkter  draft  than  formerly. 

Following  is  a  statement  of  the  tonnage  of  commerce  reported  at 
docks  of  Gowanus  Greek,  New  York: 

Tons. 

tBS6 866,299 

1896 220,748 

1897 216,352 

July  1, 1897,  balftnoe  nnexpended $13,870.60 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 12,829.31 

July  1, 1898, balance  unexpended 1,041.19 

f  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existinf^  project 45, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    26, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requiremeuts  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  E  14.) 

15.  NevDtoton  Creekj  New  Tark. — ^This  is  a  tidal  stream  about  4  miles 
long,  extending  from  the  eastern  part  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn  to  the 
East  Hiver,  opposite  Thirty-fourth  street,  New  York  Gity.  It  had  for- 
merly a  depth  of  12^  feet  at  mean  low  water  at  the  mouth,  decreasing 
to  4  feet  at  the  head. 

In  1880  a  project  for  improvement  was  adopted  which  provided  for 
deepening  the  channel  near  the  mouth  of  the  creek  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $36j2i)0j  subsequently  increased  to  $44,050.  The  river  and  har- 
bor act  of  1882  ordered  a  survey  of  the  creek  from  its  mouth  to  the 
Metro|)olitan  Avenue  Bridge,  and  under  the  appropriation  of  1884  the 
project  was  extended  to  include  this  section  of  the  creek  and  to  make 
a  channel  throughout  of  21  feet  depth  and  200  feet  width  at  and  near 
the  month,  decreasing  to  10  feet  depth  and  100  feet  width  at  the  head, 
at  a  total  estimated  c^st  of  $255,500. 

July  1, 1896,  the  channel  had  been  made  18  feet  deep  and  from  150 
to  175  feet  wide  up  to  Vernon  Avenne  Bridge,  a  distance  of  2,300  feet, 
with  a  narrow  channel  21  feet  deep,  and  above  this  bridge  it  had  been 
dredged  to  depths  of  18  to  10  feet  with  widths  of  100  to  40  feet  up  to  the 
Metropolitan  Avenne  bridge,  at  a  cost  of  $197,500. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1890  the  project  was 
modified  to  provide  for  a  channel  up  to  the  Metropolitan  Avenue  bridge, 
to  be  uniformly  125  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  at  a 
cost  not  to  exceed  $450,000,  and  a  contract  for  the  completion  of  the 
project  was  entered  into.  The  projected  work  can  be  completed  at  a 
cost  of  about  $213,000. 
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Up  to  Jane  30, 1897,  $20^953.67  had  been  expended  under  the  modi- 
fied project,  and  the  channel,  125  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep,  had  been 
extended  upward  from  Yernon  avenue  a  distance  of  7,500  feet. 

Dredging  has  been  continued  daring  the  past  fiscal  year,  and  the 
channel  has  been  deepened  as  projected  for  about  7,000  feet  farther. 
Work  is  still  in  progress. 

The  commerce  of  Newtown  Greek  consists  principally  of  coal,  build- 
ing materials,  petroleum  and  petroleum  products,  chemicals,  etc., 
amounting  in  1897  to  3,228,544  tons,  valued  at  $54,446,931.  The  esti- 
mated  annual  value  of  this  commerce  is  about  one  hundred  times  the 
fl^ggregate  of  amounts  appropriated  for  Newtown  Greek. 

Commercial  statistics  in  tons  for  the  years  1896  and  1897  are  as 
follows: 

Tods. 

1896 2,740.482 

1897 3,228,544 

The  improvement  of  the  channel  has  rendered  much  of  this  com- 
merce possible,  and  has  saved  lighterage  on  much  more. 

Jaly  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $192,046.83 

Jmne  30, 1896,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 89, 712.24 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 122,334.09 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liAbilities $18, 079.94 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 93, 164. 87 

Ill,  244. 81 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 11,069.28 

(See  Appendix  E  15.) 

16»  Removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  navi- 
gation,— A  vessel,  name  unknown,  sunk  in  Newtown  Greek,  New  York, 
several  years  ago,  became  a  source  of  danger  to  navigation  when  the 
channel  was  widened  by  dredging.  In  August,  1897,  she  was  lifted 
bodily  and  towed  away  to  wreckage  yards  in  Weehawken,  N.  J.  The 
amount  expended  on  removal  of  wrecks  is  $200. 

(See  Appendix  E  16.) 

Major  Adams  was  also  charged  with  the  duty  of  making  a  survey  of 
Wallabout  Channel,  New  York,  and  his  report  of  the  results  will  be 
submitted  to  Congress  at  its  next  session. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  HARLEM  AND  EAST  RIVERS  AND  OP  NEW  YORK 

HARBOK,  NEW  YORK. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  Ludlow  (now 
Maj.  Gen.),  U.  S.  Volunteers,  lieutenant-colonel.  Corps  of  Engineers, 
to  April  21, 1898,  and  of  Maj.  H.  M.  Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since 
that  date,  these  officers  having  under  their  immediate  orders  Lieut. 
Kobert  McGregor,  Corps  of  Engineers,  the  entire  year,  and  Lieut. 
Edwin  B.  Stuart,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  April  16,  1898.  Division 
Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  colonel,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  since  April  21,  1898. 

1.  Harlem  River^  New  York. — ^The  Harlem  Eiver  and  Spuyten  Duyvil 
Gre^k  are  both  included  in  this  improvement. 

Originally  there  was  no  navigable  waterway  between  the  two 
streams,  as  the  bed  of  the  connecting  reach  at  Kingsbridge  was  a  long 
reef  of  solid  rock,  bare  at  low  water.  The  head  of  navigation  at  low 
tide  in  the  Harlem  Biver  was  practically  at  High  Bridge,  5  miles  from 
its  junction  with  East  Kiver  at  Hell  Gate,  for  vessels  of  7  feet  draft, 
and  at  high  tide  in  Spuyten  Duyvil  Creek,  near  Kingsbridge,  If  miles 
from  the  Hudson^  for  vessels  of  8  feet  draft. 
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The  object  of  the  improyement  is  to  form  a  navigable  channel  between 
the  East  and  Hudson  rivers. 

The  project  for  the  improvement,  as  originally  adopted  in  1875,  was 
Ibr  a  channel  350  feet  wide  and  15  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water.  In 
1879  the  project  was  so  far  modified  as  to  increase  the  width  of  the 
channel  in  the  Harlem  Biver  and  Spuyten  Dnyvil  Greek  to  400  feet, 
retaining  the  original  width  of  350  feet  through  Dyckman  Meadow,  but 
increasing  the  depth  there  to  18  feet,  mean  low  water.  This  project 
was  revised  in  188G  by  narrowing  the  channel  immediately  north  of 
High  Bridge,  where  it  skirts  the  Ogden  estate  on  the  east  bank,  to  a 
least  width  of  375  feet. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  work  was  $2,700,000. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897,  $1,031,240.66  had  been  expended.  The  channel 
from  the  Hudson  Biver  to  the  Byckman  Gut  had  been  made  12  feet 
deep  and  200  feet  wide  or  over ;  the  rock  cut  through  Byckman  Meadow 
had  been  completed  to  the  depth  and  width  projected,  350  feet  wide  and 
18  feet  deep,  and  from  the  rock  cut  to  East  Biver  the  channel  had  been 
made  12  feet  deep,  with  widths  from  150  to  180  feet  or  more. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  the  reach  of  channel  between  the  Hudson 
Biver  and  the  west  end  of  the  rock  cut  was  widened  30  to  60  feet  at 
the  most  contracted  places,  and  from  the  rock  cut  eastward  to  McGomb 
Dam  Bridge  the  channel  was  widened  from  30  to  100  feet;  bowlders 
and  projecting  ledges  have  been  removed  opposite  Mott  Haven  Ganal, 
at  the  crossover  near  Morris  Bock,  and  at  and  above  McGombs  Bam 
Bridge;  retaining  walls  and  revetments  have  been  built  to  maintain 
the  channel  banks  at  the  point  of  meadow  south  of  Fordham  Bridge 
and  on  the  north  side  of  Byckman  Meadow  Gut,  east  of  Broadway. 

The  channel  is  now  12  feet  deep  and  over,  and  from  200  to  280  feet 
wide,  from  the  Hudson  Biver  to  the  east  end  of  Byckman  Meadow  Gut, 
and  thence  180  to  300  feet  wide  to  McGomb  Bam  Bridge.  From  this 
point  south  to  Wards  Island,  Fast  Biver,  the  available  channel  is  15 
feet  deep  and  over,  and  nowhere  less  than  150  feet  wide. 

To  complete  the  project  there  remains  the  widening  of  the  channel  to 
360  and  400  feet,  and  the  deepening  to  15  feet  at  mean  low  water  where 
that  depth  has  not  already  been  obtained,  by  dredging  and  rock  removal 
and  revetting  the  edges  of  the  cuts  in  places  where  the  banks  are  steep 
and  loose. 

The  commerce  of  the  river  for  the  year  1895  amounted  to  7,533,594 
tons,  consisting  of  general  merchandise,  grain,  flour,  feed,  lumber,  build- 
ing materia],  fuel,  etc.,  having  a  total  valuation  of  $203,707,376.  The 
oommeroe  in  1887,  when  work  on  the  improvement  was  first  begun, 
amounted  to  2,524,155  tons,  or  less  than  one-half  of  the  present  tonnage. 
The  estimated  cost  of  the  improvement  is  $2,700,000,  being  about  1  per 
cent  of  the  value  of  the  present  annual  commerce. 

July  1, 1S97,  balance  nnexpended $113,759.34 

June  90^  1S98|  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 103,768.28 

July  If  1896,  balance  unexpended 9,991.06 

July  1, 1898,  OQteianding  liabilitiee 595.93 

Joly  1»  1898»  balance  available 9,395.18 

r  Amount  (estimated)  reqnired  for  completion  of  existing  project 1,555, 000.00 

I  Amonnt  that  ean  be  profitably  expendetl  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 

i      30,1900 200,000.00 

I  Babmitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
I     harbor  acts  of  18to  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

/See  Appendix  F  h) 


126    REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS,  U.  S.  ARMT. 

2.  East  Biver  a/nd  Hell  Gate,  yew  Fork. — ^East  Biver  is  the  desijj^a- 
tion  of  the  narrow  tidal  strait  which  connects  New  York  Harbor  with 
Long  Island  Sound.  It  forms  a  commercial  entrance  secondary  in 
importance  only  to  the  main  entrance  via  Sandy  Hook  and  the  Nar- 
rowSy  as  the  heavy  coasting  txade  carried  on  by  New  York  and  the 
Kew  England  States  and  the  British  American  Provinces  uses  it  almost 
exclusively. 

The  East  Biver  is  crooked  and  narrow,  much  obstructed  by  rocks  and 
reefs,  and  traversed  by  powerful  tidal  currents.  Especially  was  this 
the  case  at  Hell  Gate,  where  the  channel  turns  at  right  angles  around 
Hallets  Point,  Astoria,  and  the  current  runs  with  a  velocity  varying  at 
difiterent  stages  of  the  tide  from  3  to  10  miles  an  hour  over  or  around 
Way  Beef,  Pot  Bock,  Shell  Drake,  Trying  Pan,  Hallets  Point,  Negro 
Point,  Holmes  Bock,  Hog  Back,  Heel  Tap,  Flood  Bock,  Hen  and 
Chickens,  Gridiron,  Mill  I^cks,  The  Negro  Heads,  Bhinelander  Beef, 
and  Bread  and  Cheese. 

Hallets  Point  projected  from  the  shore  at  Astoria  under  water  325  feet 
to  the  26-foot  contour,  mean  low  water,  and  embraced  an  area  of  3  acres. 

The  detached  rocks  in  the  waterway  had  varying  depths  over  th^nu 
The  Middle  Beef,  with  an  area  of  about  9  acres,  lay  in  the  middle  of  the 
channels  at  Hell  Gate. 

It  had  a  backbone  projecting  above  high  water,  called  Flood  Itock, 
upon  which  vessels  were  frequently  stranded  at  ebb  tide  when  the  cur- 
rents swept  directly  over  the  rock.  To  the  northward,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Harlem  Biver,  lay  the  two  Mill  Bocks,  both  of  which  were  usually 
visible  at  high  water.  To  the  eastward,  Frying  Pan  had  only  11  feet, 
mean  low  water;  Heel  Tap,  12  feet;  Pot  Bock,  20  feet,  and  North  Brother 
Island  Beef,  16  feet. 

The  project  of  improvement,  adopted  in  1867,  provided  for  the  removal 
to  the  depth  of  26  feet,  mean  low  water,  of  the  rocks  and  reefs  that  lay 
directly  in  the  channel  at  Hell  Gate  and  for  the  construction  of  sea 
walls  and  dikes  upon  others  that  lay  near  the  edge  of  the  channel. 
The  estimated  cost  of  the  project,  revised  in  1870,  was  $4,689,820. 

Besides  the  obstructions  before  enumerated,  submerged  rocks  were 
known  to  exist  at  other  points  in  the  channel,  such  as  Diamond  Beef, 
15^  feet,  mean  low  water,  off  the  Battery ;  Coenties  Beef,  14.3  feet,  mean 
low  water,  off  Coenties  Slip;  Shell  Beef,  9  feet,  mean  low  water,  between 
Eighth  and  Tenth  streets;  Ferry  Beef,  7  feet,  mean  low  water,  and 
Charlotte  Bock,  14^  feet,  mean  low  water,  opposite  Thirty- fourth  street; 
the  Middle  Ground,  11^  feet,  mean  low  water,  off  Sunken  Meadow,  at 
the  entrance  to  Little  Hell  Gate,  and  Mid  Channel  Beef,  16^  feet,  mean 
low  water,  at  Baretto  Point,  opposite  Bikers  Island. 

The  project  was  enlarged  in  1874,  and  the  total  cost  estimated  at 
$6,139,120.  (Annual  Beport,  Chief  of  Engineers,  1874,  Part  II,  p.  164.) 
Besides  the  improvements  already  projected  at  Hell  Gate,  the  new 
project  provided  for  the  construction  of  a  riprap  dike  to  connect  the 
Mill  Bocks,  sea  walls  upon  Hog  Back  and  Holmes  Bock,  and  the 
removal  to  a  depth  of  26  feet  of  the  small  rocks  known  as  Scaly  Bock, 
Blackwells  Bock,  and  the  rock  oft'  Woolsey's  bath  house,  and  to  24  feet 
depth  off  Diamond  Beef  and  Coenties  Heef. 

The  project  was  again  enlarged  in  1884  to  provide  for  the  removal  of 
Pilgrim  Bock,  opposite  Nineteenth  street,  to  24  feet,  mean  low  water: 
in  1889,  for  the  removal  of  reef  off  Diamond  Beef  to  26  feet,  mean  low 
water;  and  of  Ferry  Beef  and  Charlotte  Bock,  opposite  Thirty-fourth 
street,  to  26  feet^  mean  low  water;  in  1890,  for  the  removal  of  Shell 
Beef  and  reef  off  Sunken  Meadow  to  18  feet,  mean  low  water;  and  in 
1892  for  the  removal  of  Baretto  Beef  to  24  feet,  mean  low  water. 
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Tip  to  Jane  30,  1897,  94,371,323.19  had  been  expended.  Hallets 
Point,  covering  3  acres.  Way  Beef,  Shell  Drake,  Diamond  Reef,  North 
Brother  Island  Beef^  Goenties  Beef,  reef  off  Diamond  Beef,  Baretto 
Beef,  Scaly  Bock,  Charlotte  Bock,  and  Pilgrim  Bock  had  been  removed 
to  the  depth  contemplated  in  the  project.  Ferry  Beef,  off  Thirty- fourth 
street,  bad  been  reduced  to  a  least  depth  of  24  feet;  Heel  Tap  had  been 
broken  to  26  feet  and  dredged  to  20.5  feet,  and  the  least  depths  on  Frying 
Pan  and  Pot  Bock,  respectively,  were  18  and  22.8  feet  at  mean  low 
water.  Flood  Bock  and  connecting  reefs,  covering  9  acres,  had  been 
broken  to  30  feet,  and  204,015  tons  of  debris  had  been  removed.  The 
least  depth  over  Flood  Bock,  Hen  and  Chickens,  and  Gridiron  was  20 
feet  at  mean  low  water,  and  in  the  channel  between  Flood  Bock  and 
the  Mill  Bocks  it  was  18  feet  at  mean  low  water.  Shell  Beef,  off  Ninth 
street,  had  been  removed  to  18  feet  depth,  except  at  a  few  points.  The 
reef  off  Sunken  Meadow  had  been  almost  completely  removed  to  18  feet 
depth.  A  sea  wall  had  been  built  by  the  Government  to  connect  Great 
and  Little  Mill  rocks,  and  another  by  the  city  authorities  on  Bread 
and  Cheese.  These  results  have  been  of  the  greatest  value  to  navigation. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  31  tons  of  rock  was  removed  from  the 
reef  off  Sunken  Meadow,  removing  shoal  points  and  making  the  least 
depth  on  the  reef  17.8  feet;  the  available  funds  were  not  sufScient  to 
make  the  projected  depth,  18  feet,  over  the  entire  reef. 

It  is  impracticable  to  collect  statistics  showing  the  value  of  the  com- 
merce passing  through  Hell  Gate,  which  consists  mainly  of  the  heavy 
coastwise  traffic  between  New  York  and  the  New  England  States,  and 
is  carried  in  vessels  that  do  not  enter  or  clear  at  the  custom-house. 

July  1,1897,  balance  anexpended $13,956.14 

June  30, 199S,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 12, 408.  S5 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 1,547.49 

{Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 753, 840. 67 
Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  100, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  S  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  F  2.) 

5.  New  York  Harbor ^  Wew  York, — ^Before  the  improvement  of  the 
main  entrance  into  New  York  Harbor  was  undertaken  by  the  United 
States  the  least  depth  in  mid-channel  on  the  outer  bar  was  23.7  feet  at 
mean  low  water^  and  about  the  same  across  three  other  shoals  between 
the  bar  and  deep  water  in  the  harbor.  A  large  proportion  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  port,  carried  in  vessels  of  great  draft,  could  cross  these 
shoals  only  at  or  near  high  water. 

The  project  for  the  improvement  of  Gedney  Ohannel  was  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  December,  1884,  and  extended  to  cover  the 
whole  of  the  main  entrance  to  the  harbor  December,  1886.  It  provided 
for  dredging  a  channel  1,000  feet  wide  and  30  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water  firom  deep  water  below  the  Narrows  through  the  main  ship  and 
Gedney  channels  to  deep  water  outside  the  bar. 

The  estimated  cost  was  $1,490,000  for  dredging  4,300,000  cubic  yards. 
The  actual  amount  dredged  to  October,  1891,  when  the  work  was 
approximately  completed,  was  4,875,079  cubic  yards. 

Up  to  June  30,  1897,  $1,740,446.24  had  been  expended.  The  pro- 
ject^ channel  had  been  completed  and  maintained  since  1891  by  remov- 
ing shoiJs  and  widening. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  a  shoal  in  the  west  side  of  the  main 
ship  channel  was  removed^  and  the  channel  through  Northwest  Shoal 
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was  widened.  A  resarvey  of  the  shoals  and  entrance  channels  was 
completed. 

The  last  appropriation  for  completion  of  the  project  was  made  Sep- 
tember 19,  1890.  Subsequent  appropriations  have  been  applied  to 
maintenance  of  the  improvement. 

The  foreign  exports  and  imports  for  the  port  of  New  York  during  the 
year  ending  December  31, 1897,  were  valued  at  $976,898,235,  being  an 
increase  over  that  for  1886,  before  improvement  was  begun,  of  $136,- 
621,546.  The  entire  cost  of  the  improvement  to  date  is  about  1^  per 
cent  of  the  increase  in  foreign  commerce  since  the  improvement  began, 
and  is  less  than  one-fifth  of  1  per  cent  of  the  value  of  present  foreign 
commerce. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  UDezpended $72,978.28 

Amount  received  since  July  1,1897 9,600.00 

82, 578. 28 
Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 53,349.90 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 29,228.38 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 3,013.91 

Julyl,  1898,  balance  available 26,214.47 

r  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endia  g  June  30, 1900  300, 000. 00 
<  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
[     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  dvU  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  F  3.) 

4»  Removing  aunJcen  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  naviga- 
tion,— 1.  The  British  steamship  Ailsa  sank  in  Kew  York  Harbor  in  the 
east  side  of  the  Narrows  after  a  collision  on  February  29,  1896.  July 
1, 1897,  a  contract  for  removal  was  in  progress.  The  wreck  was  removed 
to  a  clear  depth  of  40  feet  below  mean  low  water,  the  depth  of  the  sar- 
roanding  bottom,  November  15, 1897.  Under  supplementary  articles 
of  agreement  the  materials  recovered  from  the  wreck  were  sold  to  the 
contractor  for  $1,000,  to  be  deducted  from  the  contract  price.  This 
made  the  net  cost  of  removal  $10,975. 

2.  The  British  steamship  Alvena  sank  in  New  York  Harbor,  near  the 
west  end  of  Gedney  Channel,  after  a  collision  on  January  19, 1897.  A 
contract  for  removal,  at  a  cost  of  $36,000,  was  entered  into,  and  the 
work  of  removal,  begun  in  August,  1897,  is  now  in  progress  and  some- 
what more  than  half  completed.  Under  supplementary  articles  of 
agreement  the  materials  recovered  from  the  wreck  were  sold  to  the 
contractor  for  $2,200,  to  be  deducted  from  the  contract  price,  which 
will  make  the  net  cost  of  work  of  removal  $33,800. 

The  total  amount  expended  during  the  year  on  removal  of  wrecks  is 
$14,924.14. 

(See  Appendix  F  4.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  VERMONT,  OF  NARROWS 
OF  LAKE  CHAMPLAIN,  NEW  YORK  AND  VERMONT,  OF  HUDSON  RIVER, 
NEW  YORK,  AND  HARBORS  THEREON,  AND  OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS 
IN  NORTHEASTERN  NEW  JERSEY. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Lieut  Col.  A.  M.  Miller,  Corps  of 
Engineers.  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  Q.  L.  Gillespie,  U.  S.  Volun- 
teers, colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

i.  Channel  between  North  and  South  Hero  islands.  Lake  Champlain, 
Vermont. — In  its  original  condition  this  channd  was  obstructed  at  its 
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west  entrance  by  a  bar  through  which  the  channel  was  bat  40  feet  wide 
and  7  feet  deep,  and  at  its  east  entrance  by  a  bar  through  which  the 
channel  was  100  feet  wide  and  8  feet  deep. 

The  project  of  August  11, 1888,  was  to  dredge  the  channel  at  the 
two  entrances  to  a  width  of  150  feet  and  depth  of  10  feet. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^  1896, 110,000  had  been 
expended. 

At  that  date  there  was  a  good  channel  at  the  east  entrance  of  the 
depth  and  width  prescribed  in  the  project,  but  at  the  west  entrance 
there  was  a  troublesome  bowlder  in  mid-channel  and  the  channel  was 
1  to  2  feet  shallower  in  the  middle  and  2  to  4  feet  shallower  at  its  edges 
and  was  25  feet  narrower  than  the  project  prescribed. 

There  have  been  no  expenditures  upon  the  improvement  since  Sep- 
tember 30, 1889. 

f  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  oomoletion  of  existing  project $4, 300. 00 
Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expendea  in  tisoal  year  ending  June  30, 1900      4, 300. 00 
Sabmitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oivU  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

2.  Harbor  at  Burlington^  Vermont. — [This  work  was  in  the  charge  of 
Maj.  W.  S.  Stanton,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  October  1, 1897.]  This 
harbor  is  situated  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Ghamplain.  In  its 
natural  condition  ample  depth  of  water  existed  along  its  docks  and 
wharyes,  which  were,  however,  unprotected  from  the  severe  storms 
crossing  the  lake.  The  greatest  exposure  was  from  the  prevalent 
northwesterly  gales,  which  had  a  sweep  of  15  miles  obliquely  across  it. 

The  original  project  for  improvement,  adopted  in  1830,  consisted  in 
forming  an  artificial  harbor  in  front  of  the  city  by  constructing  a 
breakwater  parallel  with  the  shore,  and  about  1,000  feet  distant  from 
the  docks  and  wharves.  Work  commenced  in  1836  and  continued  at 
intervals  until  1857,  when  1,069  linear  feet  of  breakwater  had  been 
completed. 

In  1867  a  Board  of  Engineers,  convened  to  consider  the  location 
and  construction  of  breakwater,  recommended  that  the  one  previously 
constructed  be  extended  northward  1,500  feet.  Of  this  extension  831 
linear  feet  was  built,  and,  in  addition,  617  linear  feet  was  added  at  the 
south  end,  making  its  total  length  2,517  feet  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  1874. 

In  June,  1874,  a  plan  was  adopted  for  an  extension  northward  of  the 
breakwater,  for  a  farther  distance  of  2,000  feet,  the  cost  being  estimated 
at  $340,000.     (See  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1874,  p.  27&) 

In  1884  extensive  repairs  were  begun  to  the  portion  of  the  break- 
water built  between  1836  and  1857. 

By  June  30, 1886, 3,560  linear  feet  of  breakwater  had  been  completed. 
On  September  28  of  that  year  a  project  was  approved  extending  the 
breakwater  500  feet  northerly  anvl  1,000  feet  southerly,  keeping  the  line 
generally  at  a  distance  of  from  800  to  1,000  feet  from  the  line  of  the 
wharves. 

August  24, 1894,  a  project  was  adopted  which  provided  for  replacing 
the  decayed  and  dilapidated  wooden  superstructure  of  the  breakwater 
with  one  of  stone.  (See  Beport  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers  for  1895, 
p.  3237.) 

The  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1897,  was  $585,193.26.  With  this  amount  4,163 
linear  feet  of  breakwater,  varying  in  width  from  24  to  36  feet,  had  been 
built,  thereby  alfording  protection  to  nearly  all  of  the  docks  and 
wharves. 

BNa98 9 
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No  extension  was  made  to  the  breakwater  daring  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30, 1898;  the  money  expended  was  applied  to  replacing  235 
linear  feet  of  decayed  wooden  superstracture,  34  feet  wide,  with  one  of 
stone,  and  in  making  minor  repairs  to  other  portions  of  the  structure. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  to  the  docks  and  wharves  on 
June  30, 1898,  is  11  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

To  complete  this  improvement  requires  a  further  extension  of  the 
breakwater  for  a  distance  of  897  linear  feet,  and  the  replacing  of  2,695 
Uuear  feet  of  timber  superstructure  with  that  of  stone. 

The  freight  handled  by  water  during  1897  amounted  to  109,180  tons, 
which  is  a  decrease  of  71,166  tons  from  1895,  and  a  decrease  of  26,801 
tons  from  1896.  The  principal  items  of  commerce  at  this  port  are  coal, 
lumber,  stone,  and  general  merchandise. 

Jaly  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $10,367.81 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  durmg  fiscal  year 10, 161. 39 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 206.43 


{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 230, 000. 00 
Amount  thatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscalyear  ending  June  30, 1900    25, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  i,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  G  1.) 

3.  Otter  Creekj  Vermont — [This  work  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  W.  S, 
Stanton,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  October  1, 1897.]  This  creek  flows 
into  Lake  Ohamplain  from  its  eastern  shore.  In  its  natural  condition 
the  channel  was  narrow  and  tortuous  in  places,  and  the  available  depth 
from  Yergennes  to  its  mouth,  a  distance  of  8  miles,  was  less  than  6 
feet. 

The  original  project,  adopted  in  1872,  proposed  the  formation  of  a 
channel  100  feet  wide  and  8  feet  deep,  from  Lake  Ohamplain  to  Ver- 
genues,  and  also  of  a  basin  at  this  latter  point  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$58,146.    (See  Report  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers  for  1872,  p.  273.) 

In  1882  the  project  was  modified  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  rock 
at  steamboat  lauding,  near  Yergennes,  which  increased  the  cost  to 
173,748.40.    (See  Report  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers  for  1882,  p.  711.) 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $61,4  1.52.  At  that 
date  a  channel  40  feet  wide  and  8  feet  deep  had  been  secured  from 
Yergennes  to  the  mouth. 

No  work  was  done  during  the  present  fiscal  year  owing  to  the  lack 
of  funds.    The  channel  has  shoaled  about  1  foot. 

The  maximum  depth  that  can  be  carried  on  June  30, 1898,  is  7  feet 
at  mean  low  water. 

It  is  expected  that,  after  completion  of  this  work,  occasional  expend- 
itures will  be  required  for  maintenance,  owing  to  accretions  that  occur 
at  some  of  the  shoals  during  the  season  of  freshets. 

The  commerce  of  this  creek  consists  of  coal,  lumber,  iron,  kaolin,  and 
general  merchandise,  and  amounted  in  1895  to  12,675  tons,  in  1896  to 
9,052  tons,  and  in  1897  to  7,680  tons. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended (8.48 

June  90,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 8. 48 

'Amount  ^estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 12, 248« 00 

Amount  tnat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900      5, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  O  2.) 

4,  Narrates  of  Lake  Ohamplain^  New  York  and  Vermont. — [This  work 
wa/'in  the  charge  of  Maj.  W.  S.  Stanton,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  Octo- 
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ber  1, 1897.]  In  its  originaicondition  the  15  miles  of  this  waterway, 
exteiidiDgfrom  the  uorthern  tei  ininasof  Ghainplain  Canal  at  Whitehall 
northerly  to  Bensons  Landing,  Vermont,  had  a  very  narrow  and  tortuous 
channel,  not  more  than  9^  to  10  feet  deep  on  the  shoals  at  low  water. 

The  original  project,  adopted  in  ISSO,  was  to  obtain  a  channel  having 
a  leai^t  width  of  150  feet  and  depth  of  12  feet  at  low  water  from  the 
noithern  terminus  of  theOhamplain  Canal  at  Whitehall,  IST.  Y.,  to  deep 
wat«r  in  Lake  Champlain  below  Bensons  Landing,  Vermont,  a  distance 
of  15  miles,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $80,000.  (See  Report  of  the  Chief 
of  Engineers  for  1885,  pp.  2312-2314.) 

Work  under  this  project  was  completed  in  September,  1889,  at  a  little 
more  than  half  its  estimated  cost,  owing  to  the  low  prices  paid  for 
dredging. 

In  1890  a  supplemental  project  was  prepared  for  widening  and 
straightening  the  middle  reaches  of  the  channel  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $21,000.  (See  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1890,  p.  2884.) 
This  project  was  adopted  in  1892  and  work  completed  under  it  in 
August,  1896. 

To  June  30, 1897,  $63,484.49  had  been  expended.  At  that  date  the 
channel,  which  had  previously  been  dredged  to  12  feet,  had  shoaled  in 
places,  restricting  the  draft  that  vessels  could  carry  through  it  to  not 
exceeding  10  feet. 

No  work  was  done  during  the  present  fiscal  year,  no  money  being 
available  for  that  purpose.  No  material  change  has  occurred  in  the 
condition  of  the  channel  during  the  present  fiscal  year. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  on  June  30, 1898,  at  mean 
low  water  is  10  feet. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  recommendation  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  district  officer  in  regard  to  the  further  needs  of  this  improvement. 

The  tonnage  passing  through  the  Narrows  amounted  in  1895  to  826,880 
tons,  in  1896  to  604,800  tons,  and  in  1897  to  519,873  tons. 

July  1,  1S97,  balance  unexpended $15.51 

June  30, 1S9N3,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 15.51 

) Amount  that  can  be  protitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  restoration  and  mainteu  anoo  of  channel 12, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  aots  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  O  3.) 

5.  Hudson  Eivcr^  New  Yorlc. — [This  work  was  in  the  charge  of  Brig. 
Gen.  William  Ludlow  (now  Maj.  Gen.),  U.  S.  Volunteers,  lieutenant- 
colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  October  1,  1897.]  The  portion  of 
tbis  river  to  which  improvements  have  been  applied  is  the  stretch  begin- 
ning at  the  head  of  navigation  at  Troy  and  extending  downstream,  at 
first  to  ^ew  Baltimore,  a  distance  of  20  miles,  and  later  to  Goxsackie, 
a  farther  distance  of  8  miles.  In  its  natural  condition  the  navigable 
depth  of  the  channel  between  Troy  and  Albany  was  4  feet,  at  mean 
low  water,  between  Albany  and  New  Baltimore  7J  feet,  between  New 
Baltimore  and  Goxsackie  11  feet,  and  below  Goxsackie  12  feet  or  more, 
which  was  suificient  for  purposes  of  navigation. 

Prior  to  1834,  when  the  United  States  assumed  charge  of  the  improve- 
ment, work  was  carried  on  by  the  State  of  New  York,  and  consisted  in 
the  construction  of  jetties  and  dredging,  which  resulted  in  no  perma- 
nent improvement  of  the  river. 

A  B<Mird  of  Engineers  was  convened  in  1834  to  examine  into  the 
different  projects  presented,  and  to  devise  a  plan,  with  estimates,  for 
the  improvement  of  the  river.  They  recommended  the  construction  of 
a  system  of  longitudinal  dikes  and  occasional  dams,  at  an  estimal^ 
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cost  of  $819,634.10.    The  sum  of  $370,000  was  expended  under  this 
project.  * 

In  1852  an  additional  project  was  adopted*  which  consisted  in  dredg- 
ing and  closing  island  chutes,  under  which  $50,000  was  expended. 

From  1854  to  1806  no  work  was  done  by  the  General  Government. 

On  June  24, 1866,  a  project  was  adopted  for  the  improvemeut  of  the 
river  between  New  Baltimore  and  Troy,  a  distance  of  20  miles,  giving 
a  navigable  channel  of  11  feet,  at  mean  low  water,  from  New  Baltimore 
to  Albany,  and  9  feet  from  Albany  to  Troy,  to  be  secured  by  dikes  and 
dredging,  and  estimated  to  cost  $862,297.75. 

This  estimate  was  revised  in  1867  to  $984,304.47  ,•  again  in  1882  to 
$1,062,304.47,  and  in  1886  to  $1,078,304.47.  In  1887  it  was  considered 
that  $255,000  would  still  be  required  to  complete  the  improvement,  and 
in  1889  this  estimate  was  increased  $295,000  over  and  above  prior 
appropriations,  which  made  the  total  estimated  cost  of  the  work 
$1,423,538.    The  amount  expended  under  this  project  was  $  1,247,940.29. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  September  19, 1890,  provided  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Board  of  Engineer  Officers,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
thoroughly  examine  the  obstructions  in  the  Hudson  Eiver  and  report 
a  project  and  estimate  for  its  improvement.  The  project,  contained  in 
the  Board's  report  of  October  1, 1891,  was  adopted  by  Congress  in  1892. 
It  provided  for  maintaining  old  improvements  and  constructing  new 
relation  works  between  Ooxsactue  and  New  Baltimore;  also  for 
deepening  the  entire  reach  under  improvement  so  as  to  afford  a  channel 
400  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  from  Goxsackie  to 
the  foot  of  Broadway,  Troy,  and  thence  300  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep 
to  the  State  Dam.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  work  was  $2,447,906.56, 
provided  the  entire  work  be  completed  within  five  years. 

A  history  of  the  improvement  of  this  river  is  contained  in  the  Eeport 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1885,  page  677  et  seq.,  and  the  report  of 
the  Board  which  formulated  the  present  project  can  be  found  in  the 
Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1892,  page  750  et  seq. 

The  total  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $3,479,274,  of  which 
$1,667,940.29  was  under  former  projects,  and  $1,811,333.71  under  the 
present  one. 

With  this  money  34,468  linear  feet  of  new  dikes  and  shore  revetments 
had  been  completed,  5,509  linear  feet  of  old  dikes  had  been  rebuilt,  in 
lengths  varying  from  10  to  1,544  linear  feet,  10,340  linear  feet  of  old 
dikes  had  been  refilled  with  rubblestone,  21,409  square  yards  of  new 
paving  had  been  laid  under  contract,  9,500  square  yards  of  new  paving 
had  been  laid,  and  19,500  square  yards  of  old  paving  had  been  repaired 
by  hired  labor;  3,632,269  cubic  yards  of  sand,  gravel,  cobblestones, 
clay  and  bowlders,  144,090  tons  of  rock  and  15,366.8  tons  of  sand  cover- 
ing rock,  had  been  removed  from  the  channel. 

From  Coxsackie  to  Albany  there  was  a  navigable  channel  not  less 
than  11  feet  at  mean  low  water,  with  a  minimum  width  of  100  feet.  The 
general  depth  was  12  feet  at  mean  low  water,  and  the  width  from  50 
to  400  feet.  From  Albany  to  the  Lower  Side-cut  to  the  Erie  Canal  at 
Port  Schuyler  the  channel  was  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  and 
from  40  to  400  feet  wide,  except  opposite  Bath-on-the-Hudson,  where  it 
was  only  10.5  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  for  a  width  of  170  feet.  No 
dredging  having  been  done  between  the  Lower  Side-cut  at  Port  Schuyler 
and  the  foot  of  Broadway,  Troy,  there  was  a  navigable  channel  of  only 
8.5  feet  depth,  with  a  width  of  150  feet. 

The  expenditure  during  the  present  fiscal  year  was  applied  to  the 
construction  of  2,254  linear  feet  of  new  dikes,  rebuilding  2,094  linear 
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feet  of  old  single-pile  dikes,  refilling  with  rubblestone  8,743  linear  feet 
of  old  dikes,  furnishing  paving  stone  for  repairing  by  hired  labor  5,404 
square  yards  of  paving  on  old  dikes  and  revetments;  to  dredging 
530,473  cubic  yards  of  material  other  than  rock  and  sand  covering  rock 
from  the  channel  at  Kew  Baltimore,  Mulls  Crossover,  Gastleton  Bar, 
Bogart  Light  Shoal,  in  front  of  Albany,  at  Bath  Crossover,  and  from 
the  end  of  Patroons  Island  to  the  foot  of  Broadway,  Ihroy;  and  to 
removal  of  45,916.3  tons  of  rock,  and  4,779.2  tons  of  sand  covering  rock, 
frt>m  the  channel  at  Mulls  Crossover,  and  between  Breaker  Island  and 
the  foot  of  Broadway,  Troy;  and  to  the  removal  of  three  wrecks  from 
the  channel  of  the  river. 

The  results  of  the  work  done  during  the  present  fiscal  year  have  been 
an  increased  Width  of  channel  at  New  Baltimore  Bar  from  100  to  300 
feet,  with  a  depth  of  11  feet  at  mean  low  water;  at  Mulls  Crossover  no 
increase  in  the  width  of  the  channel  11.5  feet  deep,  but  a  channel  12 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  100  feet  wide;  at  Bath  Crossover  an 
increased  depth  from  10.5  to  11.5  feet  at  mean  low  water  for  a  width 
of  130  feet;  opposite  Breaker  Island  an  increased  width  from  120  to  180 
feet,  with  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low  water;  at  Van  Buren  Bar 
and  Washington  Bar  an  increased  width  from  120  to  190,  and  from  40 
to  200  feet,  respectively,  with  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low  water; 
opposite  the  Watervliet  Arsenal  an  increased  depth  from  9  to  10.5 
feet  for  a  width  of  250  feet,  and  to  11.5  feet  for  a  width  of  100  feet; 
and  thence  to  the  foot  of  Broadway,  Troy,  from  9  to  11  feet  at  mean 
low  water  for  a  width  of  250  feet,  with  a  channel  of  12  feet  depth  and 
not  less  than  70  feet  wide,  as  far  as  the  foot  of  State  street,  Troy. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  range  of  the  tides  at  Troy  of  nearly 
1  foot,  and  of  the  elevation  of  mean  high  water  of  about  0.3  of  a  foot. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  through  from 
Coxsackie  to  Albany  is  11  feet  at  mean  low  water,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  New  Baltimore  Bar,  there  is  a  through  channel  of  11.5  feet. 
From  Albany  to  the  foot  of  Broadway,  Troy,  11  feet  at  mean  low  water 
can  be  carried,  and  thence  to  the  State  Dam  at  Troy  only  5.5  feet  at 
mean  low  water,  with  a  narrow  and  crooked  channel. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  report  of  the  engineer  ofGicer  in  charge  as 
to  the  further  need  of  appropriations  in  order  to  complete  this  improve- 
ment, as  provided  for  in  the  present  project,  thus  affording  additional 
facilities  to  the  very  large  commercial  interests  of  this  important  water- 
way. The  revised  estimate  was  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
Congress  February  1, 1898. 

The  amount  of  commerce  within  the  limits  of  the  improvementiS  now 
in  progress  is  more  than  4,000,000  tons  annually.  It  consists  princi- 
pally of  merchandise,  grain,  lumber,  friel,  building  material,  and  ice. 

July  1, 1S97,  balance  unexpended $507,556.67 

Amoont  appropriated  by  snndry  ciyU  act  approved  Joly  1, 1898 160, 406. 56 

667,963.13 
June  30, 1898,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 466, 125.44 

July  1, 1898, balance nnexpended 201,837.69 

July  1, 1898,  ontstanding  liabilities 116,117.48 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available 85, 720. 21 

{Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 
1900,  including  maintenanoe 100,000.00 
Sabniitted  in  compliance  with  reqnirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  snndry  civil  act  of  Jane  i,  1807. 

(See  Appendix  O  4^) 
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6,  Saugerties  Harbor^  Kew  Yorh — [This  work  was  in  the  charge  of 
Brig.  Gen.  William  Ludlow  (now  Maj.  Gen.),  U.  S.  Volunteers,  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  October  1, 1897.]  This  harbor  is 
situated  at  the  mouth  of  Esopus  Greek,  which  empties  into  the  Hudson 
Eiver  on  its  west  shore,  about  100  miles  above  New  York  Gity.  The 
creek  is  from  180  to  500  feet  wide,  and  is  navigable  for  a  distance  of 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  above  its  mouth. 

The  natural  depth  in  the  creek  was  7  feet  or  more  at  mean  low  water; 
the  entrance,  however,  was  obstructed  by  a  broad  shoal,  on  which  there 
was  an  available  depth  of  only  about  3  feet.  The  mean  rise  and  fall  of 
the  tides  is  about  4  feet. 

A  project  for  improvement  was  adopted  in  1884,  but  was  slightly 
modified  before  work  began  in  1887.  It  consisted  in  scouring  a  chan- 
nel 300  feet  wide  and  8  feet  deep,  at  mean  low  water,  by  constructing 
parallel  dikes  and  dredging  between  them^  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
work  being  $52,000.  (See  Report  of  the  Ghief  of  Engineers  for  1887, 
p.  662.) 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $54,158.30.  The  project 
was  completed  in  1892  at  an  actual  cost  of  $42,000.  Subsequent 
expenditures  have  been  applied  to  maintenance. 

No  work  was  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  no  iunds  being  avail- 
able for  that  purpose.  There  has  been  no  appreciable  change  in  the 
condition  of  the  channel. 

The  maximum  depth  that  can  be  carried  on  June  30, 1898,  at  mean 
low  water  is  8  feet. 

The  commerce  of  this  harbor,  consisting  mainly  of  bluestone,  coal, 
lumber,  pulp  wood,  and  general  merchandise,  amounted  to  189,000  tons 
in  1895;  to  120,300  tons  in  1896,  and  to  61,000  tons  in  1897. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $341.70 

June  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 9. 11 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 332. 59 

{  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900  for  maintenance  of  improvement 2^500.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  Q  6.) 

7.  Harbor  at  Rondout^  Kew  YorJc. — [This  work  was  in  the  charge  of 
Brig.  Gen.  William  Ludlow  (now  Maj.  Gen.),  U.  S.  Volunteers,  lieu- 
tenant colonel.  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  October  1, 18!)7.]  This  har- 
bor is  situated  at  the  mouth  of  Rondout  Creek,  which  empties  into 
the  Hudson  River  on  its  west  shore,  90  miles  above  New  York  City,  and 
is  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal.  The  creek 
is  a  tidal  stream  for  3  miles  above  its  mouth,  with  mean  rise  and  fall 
of  tide  of  about  4  feet. 

In  1871  the  available  depth  of  water  in  the  harbor  was  7  feet  at 
mean  low  water,  the  result  of  improvements  made  by  private  parties. 

In  1872  a  project  for  improvement  was  adopted  which  provided  for 
securing  a  permanent  channel  14  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  by 
constructing  parallel  dikes  and  dredging  between  them,  at  an  esti 
mated  cost  of  $172,500.  (See  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for 
1872,  p.  811.)  This  project  was  completed  in  1880  at  a  total  cost  of 
$1)0,000;  expenditures  since  then  have  been  applied  to  maintenance. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $114,208.14.  At  that 
date  the  channel  had  a  depth  of  14  feet  and  afforded  navigation  all  the 
necessary  febcilities. 
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No  work  was  done  daring  the  past  fiscal  year. 

The  maxioiam  depth  that  can  be  carried  on  Jane  30, 1898,  is  13  feet 
at  mean  low  water. 

The  commerce  of  this  harbor  consists  mainly  of  coal,  cement,  lime. 
blaestone,  ice,  and  general  merchandise.  It  amoanted  to  2,070,500 
tons  in  1895;  to  2,333,050  tons  in  1896,  and  to  2,330,000  tons  in  1897. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $4,791.86 

jQoe  SO,  1898»  amoont  expended  daring  fiscal  year 107. 62 

July  1,  ISSe,  balance  unexpended 4,684.24 

(See  Appendix  G  6.) 

8.  Harbor  at  PeeJcsJdlL  New  York. — [This  work  was  in  the  Charge  of 
Brig.  Gen.  William  Ludlow  (now  Maj.  Gen.),  U.  S.  Volunteers,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel. Corps  of  Engineers,  until  October  1, 1897.1  This  harbor 
is  a  prominent  indentation  upon  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Hudson  Biver, 
about  45  mUes  above  New  York  City.  It  measures  approximately 
1  8C|uare  mile  east  of  the  12-foot  contour  of  the  river,  and  the  outlying 
^ats,  3,500  feet  wide,  have  a  maximum  depth  over  them  of  5  feet  at 
mean  low  water.  A  narrow  channel,  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water, 
follows  the  shore  from  north  to  south  past  the  town  docks,  which 
enables  steamboats  and  small  craft  to  transport  by  water  a  part  of  the 
commerce  originating  at  the  town. 

The  original  project  for  this  improvement,  adopted  by  the  river  and 
harbor  act  of  June  6, 1896,  consisted  in  widening  the  channel  along  the 
wharf  front  to  100  feet  and  deepening  it  to  10  feet,  also  in  extending  it 
north  and  south  until  the  deep  water  channel  in  the  Hudson  Hiver  was 
reached.    The  estimated  cost  was  $50,000. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897  ($9,796.30),  was  applied  to 
dredging  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  9  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water 
along  the  wharf  front  and  extending  it  southward  to  the  deep-water 
channel  of  the  Hudson  Biver,  also  in  dredging  two  turning  basins  in 
fit>nt  of  the  center  and  lower  wharves. 

No  work  was  done  during  the  fiscal  year  owing  to  lack  of  funds. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  to  the  wharves  on  June  30, 
1898,  is  9  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

The  commerce  of  this  harbor  consists  of  general  merchandise,  build- 
iDg  material,  iron  ore  and  manufactured  articles,  coal  and  wood,  lum- 
ber, and  molding  sand.  It  amounted  to  522,955  tons  in  1894;  to  546,000 
tons  in  1896,  and  to  404,300  tons  in  1897. 

July  If  1897,  bulanoe  unexpended $203.70 

Jane  30, 18^,  a inonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 4.27 

July  1, 1898,  baUnoe  unexpended 199.43 

r  Amoant  restimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 40, 000. 00 

1  Amount  tliat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
I  Sabinitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  Sections  2  of  river  and 
I     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  G  7.) 

P.  Passaic  River j  Nexo  Jersey, — [This  work  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj. 
H.  M.  Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers,  nntil  October  1, 1897.1  This  river 
is  a  stream  of  considerable  size  rising  among  the  highlands  in  the 
northern  part  of  New  Jersey  and  flowing  in  a  general  easterly  and 
southerly  conrse  into  Newark  Bay.  It  is  navigable  from  its  month  to 
Passaic,  a  distance  of  aboat  10  miles.  In  its  natural  condition  the 
navigable  depth  to  Newark  was  aboat  7  feet  at  mean  low  water;  from 


136        REPORT   OF  THE   CHIEF   OF  ENGINEERS,  U.  8.  ARMY. 

Newark  to  Passaic  it  was  about  3  feet.  The  rise  of  the  tide  at  the  month 
is  4.7  feet,  and  at  Passaic  it  is  3.3  feet. 

The  first  project  for  improvement,  adopted  by  the  river  and  harbor 
act  of  Jnne  10, 1872,  was  for  providing  a  channel  from  Newark  to  Pas- 
saic from  6  to  7^  feet  deep,  and  from  50  to  200  feet  wide,  the  cost  being 
estimated  at  $123,924. 

A  subsequent  project  for  improving  the  river  below  Newark  was 
authorized  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  14, 1880,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $353,875.  It  proposed  a  channel  200  feet  wide  and  10  feet  deep 
at  mean  low  water  up  to  Center  Street  Bridge,  Newark. 

The  two  projects  were  consolidated  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
July  13, 1892,  the  estimated  cost  of  the  improvement  being  $547,697. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  $452,988.53,  was  applied  to 
constructing  several  small  dikes  in  the  upper  part  of  the  river;  also 
6,205  linear  feet  of  dikes  at  the  head  of  Newark  Bay.  The  channels 
had  all  been  dredged  to  the  required  width  and  depth,  except  over  one 
of  the  bars  above  Newark,  but  had  again  shoaled  in  some  places  as 
much  as  from  1  to  2  feet. 

No  work  was  done  daring  the  past  year  owing  to  lack  of  funds. 

The  maximum  depth  that  can  be  carried  on  June  30, 1898,  to  Newark 
is  9.5  feet,  and  to  Passaic  4  feet,  both  at  mean  low  water. 

The  commerce  of  this  river,  consisting  mainly  of  building  materials, 
iron  ore,  fertilizers,  coal,  and  general  merchandise,  amounted  to  1,258,966 
tons  in  1895;  to  1,243,613  tons  in  1896,  and  to  1,370,724  tons  in  1897. 

Jnly  1, 1897, balance  unexpended $361.47 

June  30, 1898,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 323. 66 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 37.81 


< 


'  Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 94, 347. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  proti  tably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30, 1900    15, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  G  8.) 

10.  Ohannel  between  Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey. — [This  work  was 
in  the  charge  of  Maj.  H.  M.  Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers,  nntil  October  1, 
1897.1  This  chaunel  is  an  inland  waterway  about  17  miles  long,  connect- 
ing New  York  Harbor  with  Baritan  Bay.  It  consists  of  the  Kill  van 
Knll,  connecting  the  npper  bay  with  Newark  Bay,  and  the  Arthur  Kill, 
connecting  Newark  Bay  with  Earitan  Bay. 

The  natural  depth  throngh  the  channel  was  15  feet  or  more  at  mean 
low  water,  except  for  a  distance  of  abont  1|  miles  in  Newark  Bay,  where 
there  was  a  shoal  with  a  crooked  channel  9^  feet  deep.  The  mean  rise 
of  tide  is  about  5  feet. 

The  first  project,  adopted  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  23, 1874, 
was  for  making  a  channel,  from  14  to  16  feet  deep,  through  this  shoal, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $443,211.  The  only  work  done  under  it  was 
building  2,237  linear  feet  of  diking,  at  a  cost  of  $50,000. 

A  second  project  was  adopted  in  1880,  which,  with  subsequent  modi- 
fications, consisted  in  dredging  a  channel  through  the  shoal  400  feet 
wide  and  14  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  the  cost  being  estimated  at 
$210,000. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3^  1896,  extended  the  project  to 
include  the  dredging  of  a  channel  in  Lemon  Greek,  on  Staten  Island, 
on  which  $5,000  was  to  be  expended. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897,  $232,970.31  had  been  expended  on  this  improve- 
ment. The  channel  was  dredged  to  a  depth  of  14  feet,  mean  low  water, 
the  minimum  width  being  250  feet 
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A  cbannel  8  feet  deep  at  mean  high  water  and  50  feet  wide  was  made 
from  Princess  Bay  to  the  entrance  of  Lemon  Greek,  and  thence  np  to 
the  drawbridge;  above  the  bridge  the  channel  was  made  8  feet  deep  and 
35  feet  wide  for  a  distance  of  1,120  feet. 

Ko  work  was  done  dnring  the  past  year  owing  to  lack  of  fdnds. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  through  the 
Staten  Island  channel  is  14  feet  at  mean  low  water,  and  in  Lemon  Greek 
it  is  2.5  feet  at  mean  low  water  and  7.4  feet  at  high  water. 

The  annual  amount  of  freight  carried  through  this  waterway  is  about 
9,000,000  tons,  and  consists  of  oil,  coal,  and  miscellaneous  freights  from 
the  railroad  termini;  brick,  clay,  and  fertilizers  from  manufacturers 
along  the  waterway,  together  with  the  through  traffic  between  Baritan 
Bay,  Baritan  and  Elizabeth  rivers,  Woodbridge  and  Bichmond  creeks, 
and  New  York  Harbor. 

July  ly  1S97,  balance  unexpended $29.69 

June  90, 1896,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 29.69 

...  32,000.00 
1900  15,000.00 

.^ w — — — ^ — — w  , — — w--.-^ .^  w-  w — «.w..«, .  w.  ...w/and 

[    harbor  acte  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jane  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  G  9.) 

11,  Mizdbeth  River ^  New  Jersey. — [This  work  was  in  the  charge  of 
Maj.  H.  M.  Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers,  nntil  October  1, 1897.1  This  is  a 
small  creek  in  the  eastern  part  of  New  Jersey,  which  discnarges  into 
the  Arthnr  Kill  at  Elizabethport.  Its  width  varied  from  50  to  90  feet, 
BDd  it  had  a  high -water  depth  of  4  feet  at  the  head  of  navigation  at 
Broad  street,  Elizabeth,  2f  miles  above  its  month.  The  mean  rise  of 
tide  at  the  month  was  4.7  feet,  and  at  Broad  street,  Elizabeth,  3.4  feet. 

The  project,  anthorized  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  March  3, 1879, 
consisted  in  improving  the  river  by  dredging  a  channel  60  feet  wide 
and  7  feet  deep  at  mean  high  water  to  the  head  of  navigation,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $25,530,  which  was  afterwards  increas^  to  $43,160. 

With  the  amonnt  expended  to  Jnne  30, 1897,  $39,970.91,  a  channel 
7  feet  deep  and  from  30  to  60  feet  wide  had  been  dredged  to  Broad 
Btreet,  Elizabeth.  In  order  to  maintain  this  channel,  it  has  had  to  be 
redredged  dnring  several  snccessive  seasons. 

The  amonnt  expended  dnring  the  past  fiscal  year  was  applied  to 
redredging  the  channel  in  the  shoal  section  of  the  river  between  South 
and  Sammer  streets,  Elizabeth,  to  a  depth  of  7  feet  at  mean  high  water. 

The  maximnm  draft  that  can  be  carried  to  Broad  street,  Elizabeth, 
on  Jane  30, 1898,  is  1.6  feet  at  mean  low  water  and  5  feet  at  high  water. 

The  commerce  of  this  river  consists  of  coal,  building  material,  and 
miscellaneons  freights.  It  amounted  to  21,660  tons  in  1895,  36,066 
tons  in  1896,  and  28,865  tons  in  1897. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $3,189.09 

Jane  30, 1898,  amonnt  expended  daring  flBcal  year 3,189.09 

(See  Appendix  G  10.) 

1^.  Raritan  Rivera  New  Jersey, — [This  work  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj. 
H.  H.  Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers,  nntil  October  1, 1897.]  This  river  is  a 
moderate  sized  stream  flowing  through  the  central  part  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  and  emptying  into  the  Earitan  Bay  at  Perth  Amboy.  It  is 
navigable  to  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  a  distance  of  12  miles,  where  it  is  the 
eastern  terminus  of  the  Delaware  and  Karitan  Oanal.  The  mean  rise  of 
tide  at  the  month  is  6.1  feet,  and  at  New  Brnnswiok  it  ia  6.66  feet 
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lu  its  natural  state  the  ohannel  to  New  Brunswick  was  obstructed 
by  several  extensive  sbosds,  on  which  the  depth  was  from  6^  to  8^  feet 
at  mean  low  water. 

The  project  for  improvement,  adopted  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
June  18, 1878,  provided  for  a  channel  200  feet  wide  and  10  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water  from  the  mouth  to  the  Delaware  and  Earitan  Oanal 
terminus  at  New  Brunswick,  to  be  obtained  by  dredging,  diking,  and 
rock  excavation,  the  cost  being  estimated  at  $2,093,662. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $639,333.49.  With  this 
money  four  dikes  had  been  completed  and  the  fifth  and  last  more  than 
half  finished.  A  channel  of  the  full  depth  of  10  feet  at  mean  low 
water  had  been  made  to  within  700  feet  of  the  canal  terminus,  the 
lower  Si  miles  being  200  feet  and  the  balance  100  feet  wide. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  3,626  tons  of  rock  was  broken  up  and 
5,070  tons  of  broken  rock  removed,  thereby  extending  the  10-foot  chan- 
nel, 100  feet  wide,  to  within  500  feet  of  the  canal  terminus.  The  rock 
was  utilized  in  completing  unfinished  portions  of  the  dike  ^^0"  at  the 
middle  ground,  which  is  now  2,320  feet  long  and  built  up  to  a  height 
of  about  3  feet  above  mean  high  water. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  to  New  Brunswick  on  June 
30, 1898,  is  6  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

The  commerce  of  this  river  consists  principally  of  coal,  ores,  lumber, 
building  material,  and  general  merchandise.  It  amounted  in  1895  to 
975,101  tons,  in  1896  to  1,136,974  tons,  and  in  1897  to  1,218,752  tons. 

Julj  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $11, 916.51 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fisc^  year 11,916.51 

f  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1, 442, 412. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,1900 25,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  G  11.) 

13.  South  RiveTj  New  Jersey, — [This  work  was  in  the  charge  of  Msy. 
fi.  M.  Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  October  1, 1897.1  This  is  a  small 
stream  in  the  central  part  of  New  Jersey,  which  discharges  into  the 
Baritan  Biver  about  8  miles  above  its  mouth. 

A  private  canal  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long  had  been 
dredged  from  near  Washington,  on  the  South  Eiver,  to  Sayreville^  on 
the  Raritan  Eiver,  which  shortened  the  sailing  course  about  2  miles. 

The  depth  in  the  canal  was  about  3.5  feet,  and  in  the  river  about  2.5 
feet  as  far  as  Old  Bridge,  at  the  head  of  navigation,  6.3  miles  above  the 
canal.  The  mean  rise  of  tide  at  the  canal  is  5.34  feet  and  at  Old  Bridge 
4^7  feet. 

The  first  project,  adopted  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  March  3, 
1871,  proposed  dredging  a  channel  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  up 
to  the  Washington  wharves,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $13,653.  This  was 
completed  in  1874,  at  a  cost  of  $20,000. 

The  present  project,  authorized  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June 
14, 1880,  provided  for  correcting  the  canal  outlet  and  for  obtaining,  by 
dredging  and  diking,  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  8  feet  deep  to  Wash- 
ington, 1.5  miles  above  the  mouth;  thence  6  feet  deep  to  Bissetts,  3.7 
miles  above  the  mouth;  thence  4  feet  deep  to  Old  Bridge,  6.3  miles 
above  the  mouth,  at  the  head  of  navigation.  The  cost  was  estimated 
at  $194,695,  but  was  reduced  in  1892  to  $176,975. 

The  total  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  under  the  present  proj- 
ect was  $87,417.20.    The  mouth  of  the  canal  has  been  rectified,  and 
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dx  dikes  have  been  built  below  Washington.  An  8-foot  channel,  having 
a  minimum  width  of  50  feet,  has  been  dredged  to  Washington,  and 
parts  of  the  channel  above  there  have  been  deepened  to  6  feet. 

No  work  was  done  during  the  past  year,  owing  to  lack  of  funds. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  to  Washington  on  June  30, 
1898,  is  4^  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

Large  brickyards  established  along  the  banks  of  this  river  give  it  a 
commercial  importance  out  of  proportion  to  its  size. 

The  commerce  consists  principally  of  brick,  clay,  coal,  and  general 
merchandise,  and  amounted  in  1895  to  177,794  tons;  in  1896  to  216,783 
tons,  and  in  1897  to  308,563  tons. 

July  1, 1S97,  balance  nnezpended $582.80 

Jane  90,  lS9iB,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 60.65 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 522.16 

{Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 88, 975. 00 
Aiuoontthatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiHcal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1900      1, 000. 00 
8obmitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  aets  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  G  12.) 

14.  Bariian  Bay,  New  Jersey, — [This  work  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj. 
H.  M.  Adams,  Oorps  of  Engineers,  until  October  8, 1897.]  This  bi)y  is  a 
large  body  of  water  lying  between  the  sonthern  end  of  Staten  Island 
and  the  New  Jersey  shore.  Its  greatest  width  north  and  south  is  about 
5  miles,  and  its  greatest  length  east  and  west  is  abont  7  miles.  The 
Baritan  Biver  empties  into  it  at  its  west  end  between  Perth  Amboy 
and  Soath  Amboy,  and  the  Arthur  Kill,  or  Staten  Island  Sound, 
extends  northward,  connecting  it  with  Newark  Bay. 

This  bay  had  naturally  a  fairly  straight  channel,  11  feet  deep  at  mean 
low  water,  to  South  Amboy.  The  line  of  the  deepest  water,  however, 
followed  the  Staten  Island  shore  from  Perth  Amboy  to  Segnine  Point, 
where  it  was  separated  from  deep  water  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  bay 
by  a  shoal  1.6  miles  broad,  with  a  minimum  depth  of  14.6  feet.  The 
mean  rise  of  tide  in  the  bay  is  6  feet. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  March  3, 1881,  authorized  a  project  for 
making  a  21-foot  channel,  300  feet  wide,  from  Beguine  Point  to  deep 
water  in  the  bay,  at  a  cost  of  $126,000.  This  amount  was  subsequently 
increased  to  $106,000  to  provide  for  a  channel  of  the  same  dimensions 
throagh  the  shoals  off  Wards  Point.  The  act  of  September  19, 1890, 
extended  the  project  to  include  a  16-foot  channel,  300  feet  wide,  from 
South  Amboy  to  deep  water  near  Great  Beds  Light,  the  cost  of  the 
improvement  being  increased  to  $367,876.  The  act  of  June  3, 1896, 
again  amended  the  project  so  as  to  make  this  latter  channel  21  feet 
deep  instead  of  16,  at  an  additional  cost  of  $160,000. 

The  present  project,  therefore,  consists  in  dredging  21-foot  channels 
at  mean  low  water,  300  feet  wide,  from  Seguine  Point  to  deep  water  in 
the  bay,  through  two  shoals  opposite  Wards  Point,  and  from  South 
Amboy  to  deep  water  near  Great  Beds  Light,  at  a  total  estimated  cost 
of  $607,876. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $373,383.96.  The  Segnine 
Point  channel  had  been  dredged  and  redredged  to  a  depth  of  21  feet 
for  a  width  of  from  100  to  300  feet,  bnt  had  shoaled  to  a  depth  of  from 
18  to  19  feet  for  a  distance  of  100  feet  on  either  side.  The  South  Amboy 
channel  had  been  dredged  to  a  depth  of  15  feet  for  a  width  of  300  feet, 
and  redredged  to  a  depth  of  21  feet  for  a  width  of  from  100  to  160  feet 
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Tbe  available  fands  not  being  sufficient  for  continuing  the  improve- 
ment,  no  work  of  dredging  was  done  during  tbe  year,  but  certain  mate- 
rials thrown  from  vessels  stranded  on  the  Great  Beds  were  found  to 
obstruct  the  channel;  these  were  removed. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  through  the 
Seguine  Point  and  Wards  Point  channels  is  18  feet  at  mean  low  water; 
through  the  South  Amboy  channel  it  is  13  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

The  commerce  of  the  bay  consists  mainly  of  coal,  brick,  manufactures, 
and  general  merchandise.  It  amounted  in  1895  to  3,822,462  tons;  in 
1896  to  4,629,514  tons,  and  in  1897  to  4,852,075  tons. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended i4, 116.04 

Jnne  30, 18d8,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 962. 40 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  nnexx>ended 8,153.64 


{Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 130, 375. 00 
Amonnt  thatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscalyearending  June30, 1900  100, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  snndry  civil  act  of  Jnne  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  G  13.) 

15.  Matawan  Creeky  New  Jersey. — [This  work  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj. 
H.  M.  Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  October  1, 1897.]  This  creek 
is  a  small  tidal  stream  in  the  eastern  part  of  New  Jersey,  which  dis- 
charges into  Earitan  Bay  at  Keyport  Harbor.  It  is  navigable  up  to 
the  bridge  of  the  New  York  and  Long  Branch  Eailroad,  about  1^  miles 
above  its  mouth.    ^ 

In  its  natural  condition  the  mouth  was  obstructed  by  a  mud  flat, 
through  which  a  narrow  and  crooked  3-foot  channel  existed.  Above 
this  flat  there  was  a  4-foot  channel  for  a  mile,  and  beyond  a  narrow  3^ 
foot  channel  extending  nearly  up  to  the  head  of  navigation  at  Matawan. 
The  rise  of  tide  is  4.9  feet. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  March  3, 1881,  authorized  a  project  for 
improving  this  stream  by  dredging  a  4-foot  channel,  100  feet  wide,firom 
the  mouth  to  Winkson  Greek,-  about  1  mile,  and  thence  75  feet  wide  to 
the  railroad  bridge  at  Matawan,  the  estimated  cost  being  $33,120. 

The  amount  expended  on  this  work  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $35,986.14. 
A  channel  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  had  been  made  to  the  Matawan 
Steamboat  Dock,  the  width  varying  from  40  to  100  feet. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  past  year  was  applied  to  redredg- 
ing  the  channel  to  a  depth  of  4  feet,  and  width  from  30  to  60  feet,  from 
Winkson  Greek  to  the  upper  dock  at  Matawan. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  to  Matawan 
is  4  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

Appropriations  equaling  the  estimated  cost  of  this  work  were  made 
in  1892.  The  project,  however,  has  not  been  completed,  owing  to  the 
necessity  of  redredging  where  shoaling  has  occurred.  It  is  estimated 
that  a  channel  sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the  local  commerce  can 
be  maintained  at  an  average  annual  cost  of  $3,000. 

The  commerce  of  this  creek,  consisting  mainly  of  farm  produce,  fer- 
tilizers, brick,  coal,  and  miscellaneous  freight,  amounted  in  1895  to 
338,025  tons;  in  1896  to  435,000  tons,  and  in  1897  to  415,000  tons. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $3,133.86 

June  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 3, 133. 86 


{Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 8, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jim«  4, 1897. 

^See  Appendix  0 14.) 
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16.  Keyport  Harbor ^  New  Jersey. — [This  work  was  in  the  charge  of 
Msy.  H.  M.  Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  October  1, 1897.]  This  har- 
bor consists  of  a  bay  about  1  mile  broad,  on  the  south  shore  of  Baritan 
Bay. 

There  was  naturally  no  distinct  channel  in  the  harbor,  the  available 
depth  to  the  wharves  being  less  than  4  feet  at  mean  low  water.  A  6-foot 
channel  had  been  dredged  at  private  expense  before  the  United  States 
assumed  charge  of  the  improvement,  but  it  had  shoaled  again  to  5  feet. 
The  range  of  the  tide  is  4.9  feet. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  2, 1882,  adopted  a  project  for  dredg- 
ing an  8-foot  channel,  200  feet  wide,  from  Baritan  Bay  to  the  steamboat 
dock,  at  a  cost  of  $40,475. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $42,768.61.  An  8-foot 
channel,  160  to  200  feet  wide,  had  been  dredged  in  1883  &om  the  Key- 
X>ort  wharves  to  Baritan  Bay.  No  lurther  work  having  been  done  until 
1 890,  the  channel  had  almost  filled  up.  Since  then  it  has  been  redredged 
to  8  feet,  with  a  minimum  width  of  75  feet. 

No  work  was  done  during  the  past  year,  owing  to  lack  of  funds. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  to  the  Keyport 
wharves  is  5  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

On  account  of  the  shoaling  since  the  beginning  of  work  the  channel 
has  not  been  completed  to  the  required  dimensions,  although  more  than 
the  estimated  cost  of  the  improvement  has  been  appropriated  and 
expended.  This  work  is  not  of  a  permanent  character.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  a  channel  sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  local  commerce 
can  be  maintained  at  an  average  annual  cost  of  $5,000. 

The  commerce  of  this  harbor  consists  mainly  of  farm  produce,  ferti- 
lizers, brick,  coal,  and  miscellaneous  freight,  amounting  to  ^4,626 
tons  in  1895,  to  540,200  tons  in  1896,  and  to  524,100  tons  in  1897. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $216.39 

Jane  90, 1896,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 216.39 

{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improyement 5,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  witn  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acta  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  G  15.) 

17.  Shoal  Harbor  a/nd  Oompton  Oreehy  New  Jersey. — [This  work  was  in 
the  charge  of  Maj.  H.  M.  Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  October  1, 1897.] 
This  harbor  is  on  the  sonth  shore  of  Baritan  Bay,  5  miles  from  Sandy 
Hook ;  Gompton  Greek  is  a  narrow  stream  emptying  into  it.  The  natural 
harbor  is  inside  the  month  of  the  creek,  where  the  depth  is  from  3  to  6 
feet  at  mean  low  tide.  The  creek  is  navigable  for  one-quarter  of  a  mile 
above  its  mouth,  where  it  is  crossed  by  a  highway  bridge  without  a 
draw. 

The  entrance  to  this  harbor  was  obstructed  by  a  broad  flat  shoal,  on 
which  there  was  a  depth  of  less  than  1  foot  at  mean  low  tide,  the  dis- 
tance between  the  deep  water  in  the  creek  and  the  4-foot  depth  in  the 
bay  being  about  one- half  mile.    The  mean  rise  of  tide  is  4.5  feet. 

A  project  for  improvement,  authorized  by  the  river  and  harbor  act 
of  September  19, 1890,  prox)osed  a  channel  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water, 
connecting  Gompton  Greek  with  Earitan  Bay.  It  was  to  be  150  feet 
wide  in  the  bay  and  75  feet  wide  in  and  near  the  mouth  of  the  creek, 
which  was  to  be  protected  by  a  dike  if  necessary.  The  estimated  cost 
of  the  work  was  $64,140. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $15,941.12,  which  resulted 
ID  a  channel  75  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep  from  Gompton  Greek  to  the 
2-foot  contour  in  Baritan  B^y,  a  distance  of  2,080  feet. 
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No  work  was  doue  daring  the  past  fiscal  year,  owing  to  lack  of  funds. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  in  the  channel 
connecting  Compton  Creek  with  Earitan  Bay  is  1.7  feet  at  mean  low 
water. 

The  commerce  of  this  locality  consists  of  farm  and  fishing  products, 
fertilizers,  and  general  merchandise,  and  amounted  in  1895  to  152,000 
tons,  in  189G  to  167,000  tons,  and  in  1897  to  184,000  tons. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended ••         $58.88 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  durkig  fiscal  year — 58. 88 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 48, 130. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  nne  30, 1900      8, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  G  16.) 

18»  Shrewsbury  JBtrer,  New  Jersey. — [This  work  was  In  the  charge  of 
Maj.  H.  M .  Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  October  1, 1897.]  This  river  is 
a  large  tidal  basin  in  the  eastern  part  of  New  Jersey,  and  consists  of  two 
bays,  each  having  an  area  of  about  3  square  miles,  and  known  as  the 
North  Branch,  or  Navesiuk  Eiver,  and  the  South  Branch.  A  chan- 
nel, called  the  Main  Stem,  unites  the  two  branches  at  their  eastern 
ends,  and  extends  northwardly  to  the  southeast  end  of  Sandy  Hook  Bay. 

Before  any  improvement  was  begun  by  the  United  States  the  avail- 
able depth  to  Oceanic,  on  the  North  Branch,  5  miies  above  the  mouth, 
was  3.5  feet;  to  Branchport,  on  the  South  Branch,  9  miles  above  the 
mouth,  it  was  2.5  feet.  The  mean  rise  of  tide  at  the  outer  bar  is  5  feet, 
at  Highlands  Bridge  3  feet,  and  at  Seabright  Bridge  1.3  feet. 

A  project  was  adopted  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  March  3, 1871, 
for  dredging  6-foot  channels  through  the  shoal  places  in  both  branches 
of  the  river.  This  was  completed  in  1873  at  a  cost  of  $19,000.  The 
channels,  however,  soon  filled  up  after  suspension  of  work. 

The  present  plan  of  improvement,  adopted  by  the  river  and  harbor 
act  of  March  3, 1879,  provided  for  making  6-foot  channels  at  mean  low 
water,  with  widths  from  150  to  300  feet,  through  the  shoals  in  the  main 
fiftem  and  both  branches,  by  means  of  dredging  and  diking,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $142,086.  Owing  to  the  necessity  of  frequent  redredging, 
and  to  the  fact  that  prices  were  higher  than  anticipated,  the  estimated 
cost  was  increased  to  $234,062. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  during  the  winter  of  1896-97  the  sea  broke 
through  the  Sandy  Hook  Peninsula,  nearly  opposite  Island  Beach,  car- 
rying sand  into  the  river  and  filling  up  tiie  improved  channel  to  above 
the  ordinary  high-water  line,  and  leaving  a  secondary  inlet,  about  6 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  between  the  river  and  the  ocean,  the 
navigation  of  which  was  prevented  by  an  outer  bar  and  by  the  Gov- 
ernment railroad  trestle  to  Sandy  Hook,  authority  was  granted  March 
1, 1897,  to  modify  the  project  so  as  to  temporarily  provide  navigation 
with  a  6-foot  channel  west  of  Island  Beach  until  the  inlet  was  closed 
and  it  again  became  desirable  to  continue  the  improvement  of  the 
east  channel. 

The  amount  expended  on  the  present  project  to  June  30, 1897,  was 
$226,253.01.  Nine  dikes  had  been  built,  and  0  foot  channels  having 
widths  of  from  60  to  200  feet,  had  been  dredged  through  the  shoals  in 
the  main  stem  and  branches.  These  channels  not  being  permanent, 
necessitated  redredging  at  several  localities  more  than  once.  A  channel 
2,400  feet  long,  100  feet  wide,  and  6  feet  deep  was  also  dredged  west 
of  Island  Beach,  thereby  restoring  navigation  for  the  season  of  1897. 
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The  expenilitare  daring  the  past  year  was  applied  to  increasing 
the  width  of  the  channel  in  the  South  Branch,  above  Seabright,  from 
50  to  110  feet;  in  building  clumps  of  fender  piles  along  the  stoue  dike 
above  Seabright  and  the  dike  at  the  river  mouth,  and  in  removing  the 
timberwork  of  an  old  dike  obstructing  navigation  at  Upper  ]l^cky 
Point  on  the  North  Branch. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  through  the 
main  stem  of  the  river  by  way  of  the  cut  west  of  Island  Beach  is  4  feet  at 
mean  low  water;  in  the  North  Branch  6  feet,  and  in  the  South  Branch 
4  feet,  both  at  mean  low  water. 

Although  the  estimated  cost  of  the  work  has  been  appropriated  and 
expended,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  complete  the  improvement,  owing 
to  the  frequent  necessity  of  redredging  several  of  the  shoals  and  of 
making  a  new  channel  west  of  Island  Beach  in  order  to  prevent  stop- 
page of  traffic.  The  channel  east  of  Island  Beach  can  not  be  reopened 
until  the  inlet  in  the  Sandy  Hook  i'eninsula  has  been  permanently 
closed.  It  is  estimated  that  channels  sufficient  for  the  requirements 
of  local  commerce  can  be  maintained  at  an  average  annual  cost  of 
$10,000. 

The  commerce  of  this  river  consists  mainly  of  coal,  farm  products, 
fertilizers,  and  general  merchandise,  and  amounted  in  1895  to  630,100 
tons,  in  1896  to  808,130  tons,  and  in  1897  to  896,600  tons.  The  pas- 
senger traffic  is  important;  the  number  carried  in  1897  is  estimated  at 
400,000. 

July  1, 1897,  bftlano6  unexpended $7,746.99 

Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 7,746.99 

{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiaoal  year  ending  Jane  SO, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  impruvement 10,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirementa  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oIyU  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  6  17.) 

19.  Manaaquan  RiveVj  New  Jersey. — This  is  a  small  stream  in  the 
eastern  part  of  New  Jersey,  which  empties  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
about  26  miles  south  of  Sandy  Hook. 

In  its  natural  condition  the  stream  had  a  depth  of  from  4  to  6  feet,  at 
mean  low  water,  for  several  miles  above  its  mouth,  but  was  obstructed 
at  its  outlet  into  the  ocean  by  a  sand  spit  which  deflected  the  streau^ 
into  a  channel  parallel  with  the  beach,  communicating  with  the  ocean 
across  sbifting  sand  bars,  on  which  the  depth  did  not  exceed  1.5  feet  at 
mean  low  water.  In  severe  storms  this  channel  was  sometimes  closed  by 
sand,  remaining  so  until  sufficient  fresh  water  had  accumulated  in  the 
river  to  force  a  new  outlet.    The  mean  range  of  tide  is  2.4  feet. 

A  project  for  improvement,  adopted  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
March  3, 1879,  contemplated  obtaining  a  permanent  outlet  for  the  river 
nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  shore,  with  a  depth  of  6  feet  at  mean  low 
water,  also  in  dredging  a  channel  in  the  lower  river  to  the  same  depth. 
The  estimated  cost  was  $52,120. 

The  amount  expended  under  this  project  to  June  30,  1897,  was 
$39,000.  With  this  money  two  jetties  had  been  constructed, but  neither 
having  been  completed  to  full  length,  no  permanent  improvement  was 
accomplished.  No  further  appropriations  were  made  for  this  work 
from  1882  to  1890. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  September  19, 1890,  appropriated  $2,000, 
to  be  expended  in  the  removal  of  obstructions  placed  by  the  Govern- 
ment at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  if,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of 
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War,  the  same  should  be  done.  The  removal  of  the  obstructions 
alluded  to  was  deemed  unnecessary  by  the  local  engineer  officer  in 
charge,  therefore  no  expenditure  was  made  of  these  funds. 

At  the  request  of  interested  parties  a  survey  of  this  locality  was 
made  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  with  a  view  to  devising  some  project 
which  would  attbrd  permanent  improvement  at  this  locality.  This 
project  is  contaiued  in  the  report  of  the  local  engineer  officer,  to  which 
attention  is  invited. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  in  this  river 
is  2  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

The  commerce  of  the  river  amounted  to  practically  nothing  during 
1897. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $2,000.00 

June  30,  18S^,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 300.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended .-. 1,700.00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
'  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  z  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  G  18.) 

20n  Removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  navi- 
gation.— 1.  The  wreck  of  an  unknown  canal  boat  lodged  in  the  channel 
of  the  Arthur  Kill,  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  near  Woodbridge  Creek, 
in  September,  1897,  forming  an  obstruction  to  navigation. 

The  wreck  was  removed  and  disposed  of  during  November,  1897. 

2.  The  condemned  canal  boat  Harwich  drift^  iuto  Newark  Bay, 
New  Jersey,  and  lodged  near  the  channel  opposite  Bergen  Point,  New 
Jersey,  in  December,  1897,  was  abandoned,  and  became  an  obstruction 
to  navigation. 

The  wreck  was  broken  up  and  removed  during  February,  1898. 

The  total  amount  expended  during  the  year  on  removsJ  of  wrecks 
was  $500. 

(See  Appendix  G  19.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  DELAWARE  RIVER  AND  BAY  AND  OF  WATERS  TRIBU- 
TARY THERETO,  NEW  JERSEY,  PENNSYLVANIA,  AND  DELAWARE,  AND 
OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  SOUTHERN  NEW  JERSEY. 

-  This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Ool.  G.  W.  Eaymond,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  having  under  his  immediate  orders  Mey.  Spencer  Cosby, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  first  lieutenant.  Corps  of  Engineers,  the  entire  year, 
and  additional  Second  Lieut.  Sherwood  A.  Cheney,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
from  September  30, 1897,  to  April  12,  1898. 

i.  Delaware  River ^  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania. — ^Trenton,  the  head 
of  natural  navigation  on  the  Delaware  Eiver,  is  about  30  miles  above 
the  upper  part  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia.  In  its  original  condition 
this  part  of  the  river  was  obstructed  by  shoals  at  the  following  locali- 
ties :  Between  Bordentown  and  Trenton,  a  distance  of  about  5  miles,  a 
narrow  and  circuitous  channel  existed,  which  carried  from  3  to  6  feet 
at  mean  low  water.  At  Elnkora  Bar,  about  9  miles  below  Trenton,  a 
shoal  carrying  7^  feet,  and  at  Five-mile  Bar,  at  the  upper  part  of  Phila- 
delphia, a  shoal  across  the  Pennsylvania  channel,  carrying  only  3  to  4 
feet  at  mean  low  waten  there  being,  however,  13  feet  of  water  past  Five- 
mile  Bar  in  the  New  Jersey  channel  passing  south  of  Petty  Island. 

Below  Philadelphia  the  river  in  its  original  condition  presented 


BIYEB  AND   HABBOB   IBiPBOYEMENTS.  145 

obstnictions  at  Mifflin  Bar,  which  reduced  the  depth  at  mean  low  water 
to  17  feet;  at  Schooner  Ledge  and  Cherry  Island  Flats  to  18  feet;  at 
Bulkhead  Shoal  and  Dan  Baker  Shoal  to  about  20  feet ;  and  at  Duck 
Greek  Flats  to  about  20  feet.  In  that  part  of  the  Delaware  Biver 
between  Trenton,  N.  J.,  and  Bridesburg,  Pa.,  efibrts  in  the  past  have 
been  directed  toward  relieving  commerce  from  the  obstructions  which 
exist  in  the  upper  9  miles  of  the  river  and  deepening  the  channel  across 
Kinkora  Bar. 

Previous  to  1885  the  efforts  to  improve  the  river  between  Philadel- 
phia and  the  bay  were  confined  to  dredging,  except  at  Schooner  Ledge, 
where  solid  rock  was  removed,  under  appropriations  for  special  locali- 
ties, and  also  under  general  appropiiations  for  the  Delaware  Biver 
below  Bridesburg. 

A  Board  of  Engineers,  convened  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  subject  of  the  permanent  improve- 
ment of  Delaware  Biver  and  Bay,  recommended,  under  date  of  Janu- 
ary 23,  1885,  the  formation  of  a  ship  channel  from  a  point  opposite 
Philadelphia  and  about  midway  between  the  American  Shipbuilding 
Company's  yard  and  the  Oas  Trust  wharf  to  deep  water  in  Delaware 
Bay,  having  a  least  width  of  600  feet  and  a  depth  of  26  feet  at  mean 
low  water.  The  formation  of  such  a  channel  was  to  be  obtained,  except 
at  Schooner  Ledge,  where  rock  would  require  to  be  removed,  by  regu- 
lating the  tidal  flow  by  means  of  dikes,  with  recourse  to  dredging  where 
necessary  as  an  aid  to  such  contracting  and  regulating  works. 

The  estimated  cost  of  obtaining  a  channel  of  the  above  dimensions 
was  about  $2,425,000,  which  covers  the  estimated  cost  of  the  perma- 
nent improvement  of  the  Delaware  Biver  between  the  upper  part  of 
Philadelphia  and  deep  water  in  the  bay.  The  annual  cost  of  mainte- 
nance was  estimated  at  10  per  cent  of  the  original  cost  for  dredging 
and  1  per  cent  of  the  original  cost  for  dikes.  This  estimate  of  cost 
does  not  include  the  improvement  of  Philadelphia  Harbor,  which  is  a 
separate  project. 

The  entire  amount  expended  on  the  improvement  of  the  Delaware 
Biver  fix>m  1836  to  June  30,  1897,  under  appropriations  for  special 
localities  and  the  general  river  was  $2,463,909.77,  of  which  $119,479.31 
was  expended  on  that  part  of  the  river  between  Trenton  and  Phila- 
delphia. As  the  result  of  this  expenditure,  there  was  at  the  latter  date 
a  channel  of  navigable  width  and  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  through 
Peiriwig  Bar;  a  channel  of  navigable  width  and  7  feet  deep  in  the 
eastern  channel  of  the  river  at  Bordentown;  a  channel  through  Kin- 
kora Bar  8^  feet  deep;  a  channel  through  Five-mile  Bar  over  the  whole 
width  25  feet  deep;  a  channel  600  feet  wide  and  26  feet  deep  through 
the  shoal  areas  at  Port  Bichmond;  a  channel  600  feet  wide  and  26  feet 
deep  at  Otis  Street  wharf;  a  channel  through  Mifflin  Bar  about  23.4 
feet  deep;  a  channel  through  Schooner  Ledge  24  feet  deep,  except  over 
a  small  area  where  the  depth  was  23  feet;  a  channel  through  Cherry 
Island  Flats  with  a  minimum  depth  of  26  feet;  and  a  channel  through 
Pennsville  Shotds  and  Bulkhead  Bar  26  feet  deep. 

The  channel  between  Philadelphia  and  Camden,  across  Smith  Island 
Bar,  bad  been  improve  by  the  formation  of  a  dredged  cut  protected  by 
revetments,  so  as  to  give  a  channel  100  feet  wide  with  a  minimum  depth 
of  6  feet  at  mean  low  water.  The  revetment  has  been  removed  in  the 
work  of  improving  the  harbor  of  Philadelphia. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  the  sum  of  $80,738.79 
was  exx)ended  in  surveys  and  examinations,  in  dike  construction^  and 
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in  dredging  at  Oherry  Island  Flats,  Dan  Baker  Shoal,  and  Dack  Greek 
Flats.  The  snm  of  $54,350.35  was  expended  in  adjusting  the  losses  of 
contractors  resulting  from  the  annulment  of  the  contract  for  the  con- 
struction and  repair  of  dikes  at  E^edy  Island  and  Listen  Point,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896, 
and  the  sum  of  $2,428.40  was  expended  in  rebuilding  and  enlarging  the 
dike  at  Fort  Mifflin,  in  accordance  with  provisions  in  the  river  and 
harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  sum  of  $304,550.04  was  expended  in 
surveys  and  examinations  and  in  dredging  at  Perriwig  Bar,  Oherry 
Island  Flats,  Dan  Baker  Shoal,  Duck  Creek  Flats,  and  between  deep 
water  above  Dan  Baker  Shoal  and  deep  water  below  Pea  Patch  Island 
(off  Salem  Gove),  and  repair  of  banks  at  Fort  Mifflin. 

The  changes  auring  the  past  fiscal  year  are  summarized  as  follows: 

The  channel  through  Perriwig  Bar  has  been  dredged  to  a  depth  of  6 
feet  at  mean  low  water  over  a  width  of  200  feet;  the  channel  through 
Five  mile  Bar  has  a  depth  of  26  feet  at  mean  low  water  over  its  entire 
width. 

At  Oherry  Island  Flats  the  channel  has  been  dredged  to  a  minimum 
depth  of  26  feet  over  a  width  of  220  to  265  feet  and  a  length  of  13,600 
feet.  At  Bulkhead  Bar  the  minimum  depth  is  26  feet.  Dredging  is  in 
progress  through  the  shoal  between  deep  water  above  Dan  Baker  Shoal 
and  deep  water  below  Pea  Patch  Island  (off  Salem  Gove),  to  secure  a 
channel  26  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  over  a  width  of  4()0  feet. 

At  Dan  Baker  Shoal  the  channel  has  been  dredged  to  a  depth  of  26 
feet  at  mean  low  water  over  a  width  of  from  300  to  500  feet,  and  at 
Duck  Greek  Flats  a  similar  channel  has  been  dredged  over  a  width  of 
400  feet. 

The  dike  at  Fort  Mifflin  has  been  reconstructed  and  repaired  along 
the  Delaware  Biver  front  for  a  distance  of  280  feet. 

Under  authorities  granted  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia  is  now  improving  the  channel  at  Greenwich  Point,  MifQin  Bar, 
and  Schooner  Ledge.  In  view  of  the  work  thus  provided  for  by  the 
city  and  the  low  prices  for  dredging  obtained  in  the  recent  contracts, 
the  estimated  cost  of  completing  the  improvement  from  Marcushook 
ice  piers  to  deep  water  in  Delaware  Bay,  in  accordance  with  the  approved 
project,  has  been  reduced  from  $805,000  to  $300,000,  this  estimate  being 
based  on  the  assumption  that  the  city  of  Philadelphia  will  complete 
the  channel  from  the  city  to  the  Marcushook  ice  piers. 

The  benefits  to  navigation  resulting  from  the  improvement  have  been 
great.  Previous  to  the  improvement  vessels  of  deep  draft  were  com- 
pNelled  to  utilize  the  high  water  of  two  tides  in  order  to  ascend  the 
river  to  Philadelphia.  They  can  now  make  the  whole  trip  in  a  single 
tide. 

For  1890  the  total  foreign  freight  movement  of  the  Delaware  River 
was  estimated  at  2,922,994  tons,  and  the  total  domestic  freight  move- 
ment at  8,433,276  tons.  For  1897  the  total  foreign  freight  movement  is 
estimated  at  3,782,759  tons,  and  the  total  domestic  freight  movement 
at  14,240,729  tons.  There  has  been  an  important  increase  in  the  for- 
eign freight  movement,  most  noticeable  in  the  imports  of  iron  ore  and 
sugar  and  the  exports  of  grain  and  oil,  attributable  in  a  great  measure 
to  the  improvements  of  the  river  and  harbor  admitting  deeper  draft 
vessels.  As  the  greater  part  of  the  domestic  freight  is  carried  in  ves- 
sels of  moderate  draft,  the  increase  in  its  movement  can  not  be  con-, 
sidered  as  due  to  the  improvement  of  the  river.  The  foreign  freight 
movement  for  1897  was  755^956  tons  in  excess  of  the  same  movement 
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for  1896,  while  the  domestic  freight  movement  for  the  same  period  was 
1,999^67  tons  in  excess  of  that  for  1896.  The  total  value  of  the  freight 
moved  upon  the  river  in  1897  is  estimated  at  $627,510,986. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $508,090.23 

June  30, 1^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 304, 550. 04 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 203,540.19 

July  1, 1898,  ontetanding  liabilities $47,685.73 

J  aly  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 10, 317. 27 

58,003.00 

Jolyl,  1898,  balance  available 145,537.19 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 300, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30, 1900  300, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  eomplianoe  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  H  1.) 

2.  Harbor  between  Philadelphia^  Pa,j  and  Oamden^  N.  J, — At  the  time 
of  adoption  of  the  present  project  the  islands  in  the  Delaware  Biver 
between  Philadelphia  and  Oamden  compelled  the  flood  and  ebb  car- 
rents  to  porsne  different  paths,  narrowed  the  existing  channels,  and 
prevented  the  extension  of  wharves  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  com- 
merce. The  plan  of  improvement  originally  adopted  by  Congress 
provides  for  the  removal  of  Smith  and  Windmill  islands  and  a  part  of 
Petty  Island,  and  the  formation  of  a  channel  of  ample  depth  and  about 
2,000  feet  in  width  from  Kaighn  Point  to  Fishers  Point.  The  project 
contemplates  the  advance  of  wharves  and  bulkheads  on  both  the 
Philadelphia  and  Camden  shores  daring  the  progress  of  the  work. 
The  excavation  is  to  be  done  by  the  General  Government.  The 
advance  of  wharves  and  bulkheads  is  under  the  control  of  the  local 
authorities  and  private  owners,  a  portion  of  the  material  to  be  removed 
by  the  Government  being  considered  available  for  the  necessary  filling. 
The  estimated  cost  of  the  work  to  be  done  by  the  United  States,  exclu- 
sive of  the  cost  of  the  islands,  was  93,500,000. 

The  project  was  modified  by  Congress  in  the  sundry  civil  act 
approved  March  3, 1891,  by  authorizing  a  change  in  the  line  limiting 
the  excavation  on  Petty  Island,  and  by  requiring  that  all  materitd 
removed  under  appropriations  made  to  that  date  should  be  deposited 
and  spread  on  League  Island.  The  latter  requirement  was  revoked  by 
Congress  in  the  river  and  harbor  act  approved  July  13, 1892,  which 
provides  that  the  material  removed  may  be  deposited  in  any  place  or 
places  approved  by  the  engineer  officer  in  charge  of  the  work. 

The  amount  expended  under  the  project  to  June  30,  1897,  was 
$2,834,468.77.  At  that  date  all  the  piling  and  revetment  had  been 
removed,  20,166,739  cubic  yards  of  material,  scow  measurement,  had 
been  excavated  by  dredging,  and  3,585,082  cubic  yards  had  been 
deposited  on  League  Island,  completing  the  fill. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898, 1,438,322  cubic  yards  of 
material,  scow  measurement,  was  dredged  from  Smith  and  Petty  islands 
and  the  adjacent  shoals. 

The  improvement  was  completed  January  10,  1898,  the  resulting 
channel  having  a  least  depth  of  26  feet  with  a  width  varying  from  1,015 
to  1,850  feet,  extending  from  Morris  street  to  the  Pennsylvania  Eailroad 
Bridge,  6.2  miles. 

Smith  and  Windmill  islands  were  dredged  to  an  average  depth  of  26 
feet  below  mean  low  water,  and  the  north  side  of  Petty  Island  was 
dredged  back  so  as  to  make  the  average  low- water  width  of  the  Penu- 
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sylvania  channel  at  that  locality  aboat  1,900  feet.    Work  was  carried 
on  under  a  contract  with  the  American  Dredging  Company  dated 
June  1, 1893. 
The  total  amount  of  work  accomplished  to  June  30, 1898,  is  as  follows : 

Material  remoyed  by  dredging,  scow  measurement cnbio  yards . .  21, 605, 061 

Piling  and  revetment  removed linear  feet..         24,848 

Dredged  material  deposited  and  spread  on  Leagae  Island,  scow  measare- 
ment cubic  yards..    3,685,082 

The  reconstruction  of  the  water  fronts  has  progressed  rapidly.  Up 
to  June  30, 1898,  22  piers  had  been  completed  to  the  new  lines  and  5 
others  were  under  construction.  The  city  of  Philadelphia  is  now  con- 
structing a  bulkhead  on  the  new  line  from  Vine  to  South  streets  to 
permit  the  widening  of  Delaware  avenue  at  that  locality  to  150  feet. 

A  survey  of  the  harbor,  including  gaugings  of  flow  and  determination 
of  velocities  under  the  improved  conditions,  is  in  progress. 

The  foreign  freight  movement  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia  for  1897. 
including  aU  points  on  the  Delaware  Eiver,  is  estimated  at  3,782,759 
tons,  and  the  domestic  freight  movement  at  14,240,729  tons.  The 
improvement  has  greatly  facilitated  navigation  and  increased  the 
amount  of  commerce. 

Joly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $800,531.23 

June  SO,  IS&S,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 798,127.17 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2,404.06 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 300.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 2,104.06 

(See  Appendix  H  2.) 

3.  Schuylkill  Bivery  Pennsylvania, — When  the  improvement  was  com- 
menced in  1870,  there  was  a  channel  of  entrance  into  the  mouth  of  the 
river  with  a  depth  of  only  10  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

The  original  project  under  which  work  was  commenced  in  1870  pro- 
posed the  formation  of  a  channel  100  feet  wide,  with  a  depth  of  20  feet 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  Gibson  Point,  about  4  miles,  and  a  depth 
of  18  feet  thence  to  Chestnut  Street  Bridge,  in  Philadelphia,  about  3 
miles. 

In  1875  and  1883  this  project  was  amended  so  as  to  increase  the  low- 
water  channel  between  the  mouth  and  Girard  Point,  a  distance  of 
about  1  mile,  to  400  feet  wide  and  24  feet  deep,  and  from  Girard  Point 
to  Gibson  Point,  about  3  miles,  to  250  feet  wide  and  20  feet  deep.  In 
1892  the  project  was  again  modified  so  as  to  provide  for  the  construc- 
tion of  dikes  to  maintain  a  navigable  depth  at  the  mouth.  The  esti- 
mated cost  of  the  entire  improvement  was  $529,959. 

The  amount  expended  on  this  project  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $510,526.24. 
This  expenditure  has  resulted  in  the  formation  of  a  channel  about  125 
feet  wide,  and  from  24  to  27.5  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  across  the 
bar  at  the  river's  mouth;  a  channel  about  250  feet  wide  and  from  20  to 
24  feet  deep  from  inside  the  bar  to  Gibson  Point,  except  at  Yankee 
Point,  where  the  width  is  300  feet,  and  between  Penrose  Ferry  Bridge 
and  Yankee  Point,  where  the  20-foot  channel  has  narrowed  to  from  50 
to  200  feet;  thence  to  Chestnut  Street  Bridge,  a  channel  of  navigable 
width,  and  from  14  to  20  feet  deep. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  62,983  cubic  yards  of 
material,  scow  measurement,  was  dredged  from  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river.    The  average  depth  of  the  channel  across  the  bar  along  the 
line  of  deepest  water  was  27.6  feet  at  mean  low  water« 


RIVEB   AND   HARBOR   IMPROVEMENTS.  149 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  the  pile  dike  at  the  month  of  the  river 
has  been  raised,  and  repaired  by  spiking  on  the  face  wall  two  courses 
of  12  by  12  inch  pine  timber,  thus  raising  its  height  to  about  9.5  feet 
above  low  water.  Daring  the  present  season  the  filling  of  the  dike  will 
be  raised  to  the  level  of  the  face  wall  by  the  deposit  of  coarse  gravel 
and  bowlders,  with  funds  now  available. 

The  earthen  dike  connecting  with  the  pile  dike  has  been  repaired  and 
reconstructed  for  a  distance  of  410  feet. 

The  city  of  Philadelphia  is  now  improving  the  channel  under  author- 
ities granted  by  the  Secretary  of  War  under  dates  of  September  3, 1895, 
and  May  14, 1896.  DrcMlging  was  commenced  on  November  13, 1895, 
and  is  still  in  progress.  The  total  amount  dredged  and  placed  ashore 
is  about  263,370  cubic  yards,  as  measured  in  the  dump.  This  work  has 
resulted  in  the  formation  of  a  channel  with  a  mean  low- water  depth  of 
22  feet  and  a  width  of  250  feet  for  a  distance  of  half  a  mile  above  Pen- 
rose Ferry  Bridge,  and  thence  a  similar  channel  to  a  point  about  one- 
fourth  mile  above  Yankee  Point,  except  at  Yankee  Point,  where  the 
width  is  300  feet.  From  a  point  opposite  Fifty-eighth  street,  near  Gib- 
son Point,  the  channel  has  a  width  of  150  feet  and  a  mean  low-water 
depth  of  20  feet  for  a  distance  of  five-eighths  of  a  mile. 

This  improvement  can  be  completed  in  accordance  with  the  adopted 
project  with  fands  now  available.  The  survey  of  the  river  provided  for 
in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3,  1896,  with  a  view  to  further 
improvement,  was  completed  in  December,  1897,  and  a  project  and 
report  thereon,  submitted  March  10, 1898,  was  printed  as  House  Doc 
No.  346,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  It  is  also  herewith  as 
Apx>enaix  H  14. 

The  commercial  interests  of  this  river  are  of  great  and  increasing 
value  and  importance.  At  Oirard  Point  are  located  large  grain  eleva- 
tors and  wharves.  At  Gibson  Point  and  Point  Breeze,  which  are  near 
each  other  and  closely  related  as  to  commercial  requirements,  are  the 
large  storage  tanks  and  wharves  of  the  petroleupi  factories.  The  inter- 
ests assembled  at  these  three  points  cover  mainly  the  commerce  of  the 
river,  and  both  the  grain  and  oil  trade  require  deep-draft  vessels  for 
the  convenient  and  economical  transaction  of  their  business.  Channel 
depths  are  needed  which  will  permit  the  passage  of  vessels  drawing  24 
feet  at  all  stages  of  the  tide.  The  total  freight  movement  for  the  year 
1897  is  estimated  at  3,587,821  tons  (an  increase  of  373,338  tons  over  the 
year  1896)  and  its  value  at  $44,405,604  (an  increase  of  $10,107,996  over 
the  year  1896). 

July  1, 1897,  balance  anexpended $14,473.76 

June  30, 18SNB,  amoant  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 2,406.58 

Jnly  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 12,067.18 

Jnly  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracta 696. 00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 11,871.18 

(See  Appendix  H  3.) 

4.  Ice  harbor  at  Marcushookj  Pa. — This  work,  in  its  present  plan,  was 
commenced  in  1866,  the  object  being  to  provide  a  harbor  in  the  Dela- 
ware River  to  protect  vessels  against  moving  ice. 

In  1785  the  Common  wealth  of  Pennsylvania  built,  for  the  convenience 
of  commerce,  piers  at  Marcashook,  extending  from  the  shore  line  into 
the  river.  It  is  assumed  that  at  some  subsequent  time  these  shore  piers 
were  turned  over  to  the  United  States,  since  in  1829  an  appropriation 
was  made  of  $5,000  for  repairing  these  piers,  improving  the  harbor,  and 
TBwovin^  obatractiona.    No  farther  appropriation  was  made  until  1866. 
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At  this  latter  date  the  project  was  adopted  for  the  constmction  of 
detached  piers  in  the  harbor,  consisting  of  stone  superstructures  upon 
crib  foundations  filled  with  stone,  together  with  the  deepening  of  the 
harbor  by  dredging. 

In  1888  an  Increased  depth  was  proposed  for  the  areas  protected  by 
the  detached  piers  outside  of  the  natural  shore  line  of  the  river. 

The  amount  expended  from  1866  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $211,584.28, 
which  was  applied  to  the  construction  of  two  landing  piers,  dredging 
the  protected  area,  the  placing  and  replacing  of  mooring  piles,  repairs 
to  piers  and  mooring  piles,  and  the  necessary  examinations. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  two  landing  piers  have  been  repaired 
and  a  new  mooring  post  placed. 

This  harbor  is  of  great  value  to  vessels  daring  the  prevalence  of  ice 
in  the  river.  The  cost  of  its  maintenance  is  trilling  in  comparison  with 
the  benefit  derived  from  it. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended •• $2,415.72 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 700.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended. ...•••••••••.... • 1,715.72 

(See  Appendix  H  4.) 

5.  Construction  of  iron  pier  in  Delaware  Bay  near  Lewes,  Del. — ^The 
original  project  of  this  work  proposed  the  construction  of  a  landing 
pier  about  1,700  feet  in  length,  extending  from  the  shore  south  of  the 
breakwater  into  Delaware  Bay  to  a  depth  of  22  feet  at  mean  low  water, 
the  pier  to  consist  of  a  substructure  of  wrought-iron  screw  piles  sur- 
mounted with  a  timber  superstructure.  The  work  was  commenced  in 
1871  and  completed,  except  as  to  superstructure,  in  1880. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1890,  was  $368,453.66  and  resulted 
in  the  construction  of  1,155  linear  feet  of  pier  21  feet  in  width  and  546 
linear  feet  42  feet  in  width,  or  a  total  length  of  1,701  feet.  The  depth 
of  water  at  the  outer  end  of  the  pierhead  was  about  twenty-one  feet  at 
mean  low  water. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1891,  $7,033  was  expended  in 
replacing  about  200  linear  feet  of  the  pier  destroyed  by  the  collisions  of 
wrecked  vessels  in  1889,  and  in  placing  fender  piles  along  1,200  linear 
feet  of  the  shore  arm  of  the  pier. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1896,  the  broken  fender  sys- 
tem about  the  head  of  the  pier  was  repaired,  at  a  total  cost  of  $689.95. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  $6,722.39  was  expended 
in  repairing  the  fender  system,  replacing  decayed  wales,  curbing  and 
decking  and  recovering  and  putting  in  place  three  supporting  columns. 

The  total  expenditures  to  June  30, 1898,  have  been  $385,222.39. 

The  right  to  use  this  pier  for  railway  puri)oses,  granted  in  the  act 
of  July  15, 1870,  has  never  been  exercised  and  doubtless  never  will  be, 
as  the  pier  has  not  sufficient  strength  to  support  the  weight  of  modern 
freight  engines.  It  is  therefore  impossible  to  obtain  any  assistance 
from  the  railroad  company  in  maintaining  and  repairing  the  structure. 

The  pier  is  of  great  use  for  the  purposes  of  the  engineer,  light-house, 
and  quarantine  services.  It  is  of  very  great  value  to  vessels  frequent- 
ing the  breakwater  harbor  in  winter,  when  the  harbor  is  packed  with 
floating  ice,  rendering  the  anchorage  dangerous.  At  such  times  ves- 
sels eagerly  seek  its  shelter  and  protection. 

July  1, 1897)  balance  nnexpended $7,660.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 6, 722. 39 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 937.61 

^See  Appendix  H  5.) 
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6.  Delaware  Breakwater^  Delaware. — Under  the  act  of  Oongress  of 
May  7. 1822,  t22,700  was  appropriated  for  a  sarvey  of  Delaware  Bay 
near  Gape  Uenlopeu,  for  the  purpose  of  determinlDg  the  site  for  a 
harbor  of  shelter.  In  1828  an  appropriation  of  $2502000  was  made  for 
oommenciDg  the  work  under  a  plan  submitted  by  a  Aboard  of  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  Congress. 

The  project  of  the  Board  contemplated  the  construction  in  the  con- 
cavity of  the  bay  just  inside  Cape  Henlopen  of  two  massive  works  on 
the  pierres  perdues  or  riprap  system,  separated  by  an  interval  or  gap 
of  1,390  feet,  the  greater  called  the  breakwater,  to  afford  safe  anchorage 
during  the  gales  from  the  north  and  east;  the  other,  called  the  ice 
breaker,  to  protect  shippiog  against  northwesterly  gales  and  the  heavy 
drifting  ice  of  the  bay.  This  project  was  completed  in  1869,  under  aggre- 
gate appropriations  (including  the  first  for  survey)  of  $2,192,103.70. 
The  stone  used  in  the  work  amounted  to  892,528  gross  tons,  and  varied 
from  one-fourth  of  a  ton  to  7  tons  in  weight,  the  smaller  constituting 
the  bulk  of  the  mass,  the  larger  used  to  cover  the  exterior  slopes. 

As  completed  in  1869  the  breakwater  is  2,558  feet  long,  and  the  ice 
breaker  1,359  feet  long  on  top.  The  average  width  on  top  is  22  feet, 
and  at  base  160  feet  The  top  is  from  12  to  14  feet  above  mean  low 
water. 

In  1882  a  project  was  adopted  for  closing  the  gap  between  the  break- 
water and  the  ice  breaker  by  means  of  a  random  stone  foundation  with 
a  concrete  superstructure.  The  random  stone  foundation  was  to  be 
brought  to  a  height  of  12  feet  below  low  water,  with  a  width  on  top  of 
48  feet;  the  concrete  superstructure  to  have  a  width  on  bottom  of  24 
feet,  rising  to  a  height  of  12  feet  above  mean  low  water,  with  a  width 
on  top  of  12  feet.    The  estimated  cost  of  this  project  was  $675,000. 

In  1883  and  1884  the  project  was  modified  by  providing  a  foundation 
of  brush  mattresses  for  the  random  stone  substructure  and  omitting 
the  construction  of  a  pile  bridge  across  the  gap,  which  formed  part  of 
the  project  of  1882  for  closing  the  gap. 

In  1890  the  concrete  superstructure  was  further  modified  by  estab- 
lishing its  base  at  15  feet  below  low  water,  by  making  it  rectangular 
in  section,  with  a  width  of  27  feet  and  a  height  of  27  feet,  and  by  con- 
Btructing  the  work  to  above  the  plane  of  high  water  of  large  concrete 
blocks^  above  which  concrete  in  mass  was  to  be  used.  The  estimated 
cost  or  the  modified  project,  including  the  $356,250  appropriated  from 
1882  to  1888,  was  $856,250. 

In  1891  the  random  stone  substructure  having  been  practically  com- 
pleted to  an  average  level  of  15  feet  below  low  water,  the  project  for 
the  hitherto  proposed  concrete  superstructure  was  modified  by  substi- 
tution of  random  stone  for  the  remaining  part  of  the  work,  so  as  to 
raise  the  structure  to  a  height  of  14  feet  above  mean  low  water,  with  a 
width  on  top  of  20  feet,  the  width  at  low  water  to  be  40  feet  and  the 
Bloi>e8  below  this  plane  to  be  such  as  may  be  formed  by  the  action  of 
the  sea;  between  low  water  and  the  top  the  slopes  to  be  about  1  on  0.7, 
formed  by  heavy  stones  laid  in  position. 

Owing  to  recent  low  prices,  the  work  has  been  completed  with  avail- 
able funds  and  no  further  appropriation  is  required.  It  is  probable 
that  occasional  small  appropriations  will  be  required  in  the  future  to 
repair  damages  caused  by  violent  storms. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  work  in  1882  to  June  30, 1897,  the  total 
amount  expended  was  $2,721,992.14,  of  which  $529,888.44  was  expended 
on  the  existing  project  for  closing  the  gap. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  the  sum  of  $76,651.45  was  expended  in 
leveling  and  fdling  cavities  in  the  substructure  and  completing  the 
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saperstractare.  By  the  work  done,  the  gap  1,390  feet  long,  formerly 
existing  between  the  ice  breaker  and  the  main  breakwater  has  been 
closed  by  a  structure  rising  14  feet  above  low  water,  40  feet  wide  at  low 
water,  and  20  feet  wide  on  top,  thas  forming  a  continuous  wall  from  the 
lower  end  of  the  old  breakwater  to  the  upper  end  of  the  ice  breaker. 

The  Maritime  Exchange  of  Philadelphia  maintains  a  station  on  the 
breakwater  and  through  cables  between  the  mainland  and  its  station 
is  in  communication  with  the  shipping  of  the  harbor.  Its  reports  state 
that  during  the  year  1897, 1,619  vessels,  exclusive  of  tugs,  fishing,  and 
small  coasting  craft,  anchored  under  the  protection  of  the  breakwater. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $86,3B1.56 

June  30y  1898,  amount  expended  dnrmg  fiscal  year 76,661.45 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 9,710.11 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 8,486.53 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,223.68 

(See  Appendix  H  6.) 

7.  Harbor  of  refuge^  Delaware  Bay^  Delaware. — ^The  construction  of 
this  harbor  was  provided  for  on  the  continuous  contract  system  by  the 
river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $4,665,000. 
The  act  provides  that  in  making  the  contracts  the  Secretary  of  War 
shall  not  obligate  the  Government  to  pay  in  any  one  fiscal  year,  begin- 
ning July  1, 1897,  more  than  25  per  cent  of  the  whole  amount  author- 
ized to  be  expended. 

Fo  expenditures  were  made  upon  this  improvement  previous  to  June 
30,1896. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  $2,394.02  was  expended 
and  about  9,035  tons  of  stone  was  deposited  for  the  formation  of  the 
projected  breakwater.    The  work  was  commenced  on  May  4, 1897. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  construction  of  the 
breakwater  was  continued  by  the  deposit  of  about  289,709  tons  of  stone, 
making  the  total  amount  deposited  to  that  date  298,744  tons.  The  sub- 
structure had  then  been  brought  to  a  width  of  41  feet  at  mean  low 
water  for  a  distance  of  2,800  feet,  and  thence  for  a  farther  distance  of 
1,900  feet  it  was  partially  completed  to  a  height  of  about  10  feet  below 
low  water. 

The  low  price  provided  for  in  the  existing  contract  justifies  a  great 
reduction  in  the  estimated  cost  of  the  work.  It  is  now  estimated  that 
the  total  cost  will  not  require  further  appropriation  of  more  than 
$1,150,666,  provided  the  annual  appropriations  are  sufficient  for  rapid 
and  economical  progress. 

The  great  value  of  this  harbor  to  commerce  is  due  to  its  location. 
It  is  about  equidistant  irom  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  the  capes  of 
Chesapeake  Bay  (the  ocean  entrance  to  the  ports  of  Baltimore,  Nor- 
folk, and  Newport  News),  and  is  therefore  an  especially  convenient 
point  of  call  for  the  entire  commerce  of  the  North  Atlantic  Coast.  It 
is  now  largely  used  by  vessels  awaiting  orders  to  ports  for  discharge  or 
loading,  although  the  anchorage  is  exposed  and  dangerous,  except  for 
small  vessels,  which  can  find  shelter  in  the  old  breakwater  harbor. 
During  the  year  ending  December  31, 1897, 1,859  vessels  (not  including 
small  craft)  called  at  this  locality.  ' 

By  the  construction  of  the  breakwater  the  usefulness  of  this  anchor- 
age will  be  greatly  increased,  not  only  as  a  port  of  call,  but  also  as  a 
harbor  of  refuge.  Vessels  bound  from  northern  to  southern  or  from 
southern  to  northern  ports  will  be  able  to  go  to  sea  in  doubtful  weather 
with  the  assurance  of  finding  ample  protection  at  the  Delaware  oapeSi 
if  overtaken  by  stornu 
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Jaly  1,1897,  balance  nnexi>ended $396,939.98 

Ajnonnft  appropriated  by  sandry  ciyil  act  approved  July  1, 1898 .......      800, 000. 00 

1, 196, 939.  <»8 
June  80, 1896,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 279, 151. 73 

July  1,  1898y  balance  unexpended 917,788.25 

July  1,  lK98,ontetandingliabilitie8 $85,845.55 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 831, 942. 70 

917, 788. 25 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1, 150, 666. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 

30,1900 587,500.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

harbor  acta  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  H  7.) 

8»  Baneocas  Bivery  New  Jersey. — In  its  original  condition  Eancocas 
Biver  carried  a  minimum  low- water  depth  of  4^  feet  between  the  mouth 
and  Genterton,  a  distance  of  about  7J  miles,  and  from  Genterton  to 
Mount  Holly,  a  distance  of  about  5^  miles,  a  ruling  depth  of  about  2^ 
feet. 

The  original  project  of  1881  proposed  the  formation,  by  a  dike  at 
Goats  Bar  and  dredging  elsewhere,  of  a  channel  from  150  to  200  feet 
wide  and  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  irom  the  mouth  to  Genterton, 
and  thence  to  Mount  Holly  a  channel  5  feet  deep. 

Operations  under  this  project  were  carried  on  from  1881  to  1895.  To 
the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1895,  operations  had  been 
directed  to  the  formation  of  a  low- water  channel  100  feet  wide  and  6 
feet  deep  from  the  month  to  Genterton,  and  50  feet  wide  and  5  feet 
deep  for  a  distance  of  about  1|  miles  above  Genterton. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1896,  no  work  was  done. 

One  hundred  dollars  and  nine  cents  appropriated  for  this  work  was 
carried  to  the  surplus  fund  in  1890. 

The  appropriation  of  $2,000  for  this  river  made  in  the  act  of  June 
3^  1896,  is  required  by  the  act  to  be  expended  in  the  improvement  of 
the  Lumberton  Branch. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  the  Lumberton  Branch 
was  surveyed,  and  a  project  for  its  improvement  by  dredging  a  chan- 
nel through  the  shoals  which  obstruct  navigation  was  submitted  and 
approved. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897,  the  total  expenditures  amounted  to  $37,332.92. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  project  was  com- 
pleted by  dredging  through  the  shoals  at  Pattersons  Landing,  below 
Paxsons  Landing,  and  partly  through  the  shoal  above  Paxsons  Land- 
ing, the  channel  having  a  width  of  30  feet  and  a  mean  low- water  depth 
of  6  feet. 

The  principal  commercial  interests  are  themanufacture  of  phosphorus 
and  the  transportation  of  sand  and  gravel. 

The  total  value  of  the  freight  movement  for  1897  was  $1,454,350.  It 
iB  believed  that  the  cost  of  improving  this  river  will  be  more  than  is 
jastified  by  the  resulting  commercial  benefits. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $2, 167.29 

June 90, 1S96,  amount  expended  during  fiBcal  year 1,767.59 

Jnly  1, 1898, balance  unexpended *399.70 

(See  Appendix  H  8.) 

*  Balance  remaining  from  appropriation  of  August  18, 1894,  not  available  for  expendi- 
tnn  under  preBODt  project 
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9»  Allotoay  OreeJe^  New  Jersey. — In  its  original  condition  Alloway 
Greek  was  obstructed  between  its  mouth  and  Quinton,  a  distance  of 
about  10  miles,  by  shoal  areas  in  the  upper  half  of  the  stream  which 
reduced  the  low-water  depths  to  from  1.3  to  4  feet.. 

The  original  project  of  1889  proposed  the  formation  by  dredging  of  a 
channel  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  60  feet  wide  from  Quinton 
to  a  point  about  1,000  feet  above  the  Upper  Hancock  Bridge;  thence  a 
channel  of  the  same  depth  and  75  feet  wide  to  a  locality  known  as  the 
Square,  where  the  work  is  to  be  supplemented  by  a  dike.  At  a  local- 
ity known  as  the  Canal,  in  addition  to  a  channel  of  the  last-named 
dimensions,  the  width  of  the  stream  was  to  be  increased  to  about  150 
feet  between  its  low- water  lines.  The  project  was  modified  on  Decem- 
ber 10, 1896^  so  as  to  provide  for  a  dike,  formed  by  a  single  row  of  piles 
above  the  Upper  Hancock  Bridge.  This  modification  does  not  increase 
the  original  estimated  cost  of  the  work,  which  is  $25,000. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  tl2,233.92  had 
been  expended  in  dredging  at  and  near  the  Oanal,  the  Square,  and  the 
Upper  Hancock  Bridge  and  in  dike  construction  at  the  Square  and 
above  Upper  Hancock  Bridge.  Channels  from  40  to  75  feet  wide  and  6 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  were  formed  through  the  worst  bars. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  404  feet  of  dike  was 
constru(!ted  above  Upper  Hancock  Bridge. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  4,269  cubic  yards  of  material  was  dredged 
from  the  channel  at  Upper  Hancock  Bridge.  The  commerce  of  this 
creek  consists  of  miscellaneous  articles,  such  as  coal,  sand,  lumber,  and 
produce,  and  is  principally  of  a  local  character.  The  value  of  the  total 
freight  movement  for  1897  was  $892,800.  The  improvement  has  been 
of  much  benefit  to  navigation  at  a  comparatively  small  cost.  About 
three  fifths  of  the  projected  work  has  been  accomplished. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $2,766.08 

June  dOy  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2,413. 53 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 352.56 


< 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  oompletion  of  existing  project 10, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    10^  000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867.  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  H  9.) 

10.  Cooper  Greek.  New  Jersey. — This  creek  enters  the  Delaware  River 
in  the  city  of  Camden,  just  above  Cooper  Point.  It  is  navigable  for  a 
distance  of  9  miles  from  its  month  for  vessels  drawing  5  feet,  and  for 
the  first  5  miles  for  vessels  of  11^  feet  draft.  The  mean  range  of  tide 
is  abont  6  feet.  For  a  distance  of  IJ  miles  from  the  month  the  width 
of  the  stream  averages  aboat  80  feet  at  low  water  and  about  120  feet 
between  the  banks,  aud  the  channel  has  a  depth  of  from  12  to  15  feet, 
except  at  one  place,  where  the  depth  is  9^  feet. 

The  project  for  this  improvement  is  printed  in  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1895,  page  1102. 

It  is  proposed  to  dredge  a  channel  70  feet  wide  at  bottom  and  18  feet 
deep  at  mean  high  water  from  the  month  of  the  creek  to  Browniug's 
Chemical  Works,  and  a  channel  of  the  same  dimensions  through  the 
bar  just  outside  the  mouth,  in  all  a  distance  of  about  9,000  feet,  requir- 
ing the  excavation  of  about  135,000  cubic  yards  of  material,  place 
measurement,  and,  including  contingencies,  the  estimated  cost  is 
$35,000. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  appropriated  $37,000  for 
completing  this  improvement^  of  whidi  $2,500,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
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might  be  necessary,  was  to  be  expended  in  rebuilding  the  dike  on  the 
Government  reservation  in  the  Delaware  Eiver  at  Woodbury  Greek. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1896,  no  work  had 
been  done. 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1897,  the  sum  of  $2,500  was 
expended  in  rebuilding  the  dike  on  the  Government  reservation  at 
Woodbury  Greek,  and  the  sum  of  $389.94  was  expended  in  the  prelim- 
inary expenses  of  the  work  and  in  dredging  material  from  the  channel 
of  the  creek. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  47,736  cubic  yards  of  material,  scow 
measurement,  was  dredged  from  the  channel  between  State  Street 
Bridge  and  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  making  the  total  amount  dredged 
to  date  47,790  cubic  yards,  scow  measurement. 

There  are  9  large  manufacturing  plants  on  this  creek,  consisting  of 
1  woolen  mill,  1  nickel  works,  4  chemical  works,  1  glass  works,  and  2 
iron  works.  It  is  claimed  that  with  an  improved  channel  the  most 
economical  way  of  receiving  materials  and  shipping  products  will  be  by 
schooners  instead  of  by  rail,  as  at  present. 

The  value  of  the  total  freight  movement  for  1891  was  nearly 
$3,000,000,  and  for  1897  $2,468,145. 

Jnly  1,  1897,  balance  nnexpended $34, 110.06 

Jnne  SO,  1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 2,991.58 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 31,118.48 

July  1, 1898,  ontstanding liabUitiea 4,204.12 

Jnlyl,  1898,  balance  available ....f. 26,914.36 

(See  Appendix  H  10.) 

11.  Ooshen  Greek,  New  Jersey. — ^Tn  its  original  condition  Goshen  Creek 
carried  a  low- water  depth  of  from  2  to  4  feet,  with  a  least  low- water 
width  of  20  feet  and  a  high-water  width  of  36  feet  from  Goshen  to  a 
point  about  4,000  feet  below;  and  thence  to  the  mouth,  a  distance  of 
about  2,500  feet,  a  low- water  depth  of  from  3  to  5  feet,  with  a  least 
width  of  30  feet. 

The  project  for  its  improvement,  adopted  in  1891,  proposed  the  deep- 
ening and  widening  by  dredging  of  the  4,000  feet  of  the  creek  below 
Goshen  Landing  to  a  low-water  depth  of  3  feet  and  a  width  of  30  feet; 
the  formation  of  a  dredged  channel,  3  feet  deep  and  about  50  feet  wide^ 
through  the  bar  at  the  month  to  the  limit  of  the  sand  beyond  the  low- 
water  line,  and  the  protection  of  the  channel  by  a  sheet-pile  jetty. 

The  improvement  was  commenced  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 

30. 1893,  and  to  the  close  of  that  year  the  sum  of  $2,770.16  was  expended 
in  widening  and  deepening  the  channel  to  the  proposed  dimensions 
over  a  distance  of  about  3,975  feet  below  Goshen  Landing.  By  this 
work  about  one-iburth  of  the  projected  improvement  had  been  com- 
pleted and  the  navigable  conditions  had  been  proportionately  improved. 

The  sum  of  $3,000  appropriated  in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August 

18. 1894,  was  not  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  work  iti  accordance  with  the 
project.  It  was  therefore  withheld  until  a  further  appropriation  was 
made  by  Congress. 

The  total  amount  expended  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1897,  was  $3,16:i.60. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  the  pile  dike  was  con- 
Btructed  to  its  projected  length  of  COO  feet,  and  8,002  cubic  yards  of 
material  was  removed  from  the  channel  in  the  vicinity  of  the  dike. 

The  original  cost  of  the  project  made  in  1801  was  estimated  at  $12,000, 
this  estimate  being  based  on  a  singleappropriation  of  $12,000,  by  which 
the  improvement  cooJd  be  made  in  a  single  season.    On  account  of  th^ 
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small  appropriations,  the  execution  of  the  work  has  been  carried  throngh 
an  interval  of  several  years,  and  it  has  not  been  executed  with  suffi- 
cient rapidity  to  prevent  injurious  changes  which  will  considerably 
increase  the  cost  of  the  improvement. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  an  estimate  for  the  completion  of  the 
project,  based  on  a  careful  survey  of  present  conditions,  was  made.  In 
order  to  maintain  the  dredged  channel  it  will  be  necessary  to  extend 
the  dike  somewhat  farther  inshore  and  dredge  throagh  the  bar-  at  the 
mouth  of  the  creek.  The  cost  of  this  work,  in  addition  to  funds  now 
available,  is  estimated  at  $8,000,  which  will  increase  the  cost  of  the 
project  from  $12,000,  as  originally  estimated,  to  $17,000. 

The  commerce  of  this  creek  consists  of  miscellaneous  articles,  such 
as  sand,  oysters,  lime,  coal,  and  lumber,  and  is  principally  of  a  local 
character.  The  value  of  the  total  freight  movement  for  1897  was 
$398,100.  The  improvement  has  been  of  much  benefit,  at  moderate 
cost. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $5,837.40 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4,282.76 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,554.64 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 8, 000. 00 
Amountthatcanbeprontably  expended  in  fiscal  year  end mg  June  30, 1900     6, 000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
barbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  H  11.) 

13.  Removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  navi- 
gation.— ^During  the  past  fiscal  year  no  wrecks  were  removed  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  June  14,  1880. 

The  removal  of  the  wreck  of  the  schooner  Lottie  K.  Friend^  under 
contract  dated  February  18, 1897,  with  Thomas  Poynter  and  Elijah  D. 
Eegister,  of  Lewes,  Del.,  in  progress  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1897,  has  not  yet  been  completed,  and  the  annulment  of  the  contract 
was  recommended  June  16, 1898,  and  approved  June  18, 1898. 

Allotments  were  made  for  the  removal  of  the  wrecks  of  the  following 
vessels: 

Ship  Francis^  from  Little  Egg  Harbor  Inlet,  "New  Jersey.  Before  con- 
tract for  its  removal  could  be  entered  into  the  wreck  had  sunk  in  the 
sand  and,  by  the  shifting  of  the  channel,  had  ceased  to  be  an  obstruc- 
tion to  navigation.  Pleasure  boat  David  W.  Sellers^  from  Schuylkill 
Biver,  Pennsylvania.  Before  contract  for  its  removid  could  be  entered 
into  the  wreck  was  removed  by  private  persons  and  placed  where  it 
was  no  longer  an  obstruction  to  navigation.  Schooner  Anna  Maria^ 
from  Maurice  Biver,  New  Jersey.  Proposals  for  the  removal  of  the 
wreck  will  be  opened  July  18, 1898. 

The  amount  expended  in  connection  with  removal  of  wrecks  during 
the  past  fiscal  year  was  9153.53. 

(See  Appendix  H  12.) 

SUBVEYS  MABB  IN  OOMPLIANCE  WITH  BIVEB  AIXD  HABBOB  AOT  OF 

JXTNB  3,  1896. 

The  surveys  of  the  following  localities,  required  by  the  river  and  har- 
bor act  of  June  3, 1896,  were  made  by  the  local  engineer,  Lieut.  Gol. 
G.  W.  Raymond,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  reports  thereon  submitted: 

1.  Survey  of  Delaware  River  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  channel  600 
feet  wide  and  30  feet  deep  from  a  point  at  or  near  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
to  the  deep  water  of  Delaware  Bay. — Colonel  Baymond  submitted  report 
a/*  aarvey  January  6, 1898» 


RIVER  AND   HARBOR   IMPROVEMENTS.  157 

The  systematic  improvement  of  this  river  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a 
channel  600  feet  wide  and  26  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  Phila- 
delphia to  the  bay  is  now  in  progress,  and  that  portion  of  the  river 
along  the  front  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  has  been  improved  to  the 
extent  of  securing  a  channel  haviug  a  least  depth  of  26  feet  and  a  least 
width  of  1,000  feet,  while  from  the  foot  of  Petty  Island  to  a  point 
opposite  Christian  street,  Philadelphia,  there  is  practically  a  depth  of 
30  feet  at  mean  low  water  over  a  width  of  600  feet. 

The  project  now  presented  contemplates  improving  the  river  from  a 
point  opposite  Christian  street,  Philadelphia,  to  the  bay,  along  the  axis 
of  the  main  ship  channel,  to  obtain  a  channel  600  feet  wide  and  30  feet 
deep  at  mean  low  water,  by  dredging  and  by  removal  of  rock  near 
Petty  Island  and  at  Schooner  Ledge,  estimated  to  cost,  including  con- 
tingencies, 95,035,000,  exclusive  of  work  now  under  contract  and  work 
aathorized  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  be  done  by  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, as  indicated. 

Colonel  Raymond  states  that  under  the  most  favorable  conditions  the 
execution  of  the  project  will  require  about  six  years:  that  to  conduct 
the  work  snccessfrilly  and  economically  it  should  be  done  under  a  con- 
tinaons  contract,  and  that  the  above  estimate  of  cost  is  based  upon  the 
assumption  that  the  improvement  is  to  be  executed  by  this  method. 

The  question  of  maintenance  of  the  proposed  channel  is  fully  dis- 
cussed by  Colonel  Raymond  in  his  report,  and  his  views  on  this  point 
are  summarized  as  follows: 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  praotioability  of  maintaininij^  a  channel  30  feet  deep 
at  mean  low  water  at  reasonable  cost  from  the  month  of  the  nver  to  Pea  Patch  Island 


only  be  determined  by  trial,  and  that  such  a  channel  conld  nndonbtedly  be 
maintained  at  reasonable  cost  above  Pea  Patch  Island,  except  at  Cherry  Island  Flats, 
where  there  is  reasonable  ground  to  hope  for  success. 

In  his  letter  transmitting  this  report  to  this  office  Oolonel  Raymond 
states  that  in  his  opinion  the  proposed  improvement  is  worthy  of  exe- 
cution and  justified  by  the  needs  of  the  commerce  involved. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc.  N^o. 
219y  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  H  13.) 

2.  Survey  of  SchuylkiU  River,  Penns^ft^anta.— Colonel  Baymond  sub- 
mitted report  of  survey  March  6, 1898. 

This  report  contains  a  project  for  improvement  of  the  river  from  its 
mouth  to  the  head  of  navigation  at  Walnut  Street  Bridge  by  dredging 
and  rock  removal  as  follows: 

1.  Lower  section,  from  outside  the  bar  at  the  mouth  to  Penrose  Ferry 
Bridge,  a  distance  of  about  1^  miles,  to  secure,  by  dredging,  a  channel 
having  a  bottom  width  of  400  feet  and  a  depth  of  26  feet  at  mean  low 
water. 

2.  Middle  section,  from  Penrose  Ferry  Bridge  to  Gibson  Point,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  3  miles,  to  secure,  by  dredging,  a  channel  having  a  bot- 
tom width  of  390  to  400  feet,  with  a  depth  of  26  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

3.  Upper  section,  from  Gibson  Point  to  Walnut  Street  Bridge,  to 
secure,  by  dredging  and  rock  removaL  a  channel  having  a  bottom  width 
of  320  to  400  feet  and  a  depth  of  22  i^et  at  mean  low  water. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  work  proposed  is  as  follows : 

Lower  section $433,000 

Middle  section,  excladinff  work  already  provided  for  by  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia   1,140,000 


Upper  M 
delphi 


1, 573, 000 
seotion,  exclndinff  work  already  provided  for  by  the  city  of  PhUa- 
iphia 1,680,000 


Total a,i5a,«» 
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Oolouel  Baymond  states  that  occasional  dredging^  will  be  required  to 
maintain  the  channel;  that  the  improvement  of  the  lower  section  coald 
be  undertaken  immediately  and  completed  in  about  two  years  should 
sufficient  funds  be  provided,  but  that  the  improvement  of  the  middle 
and  upper  sections  could  not  be  commenced  and  executed  to  advantage 
until  work  under  the  contract  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  has  been 
completed. 

In  his  letter  transmitting  this  report  Colonel  Baymond  says: 

In  my  opinion  the  lower  and  middle  seotions  of  the  riyer,  as  defined  in  the  project, 
are  worthy  of  improvement,  and  their  improvement  is  jnstified  by  the  interests  of 
commerce  involved.  The  necessities  of  commerce  are  not,  in  my  opinion^  sufficient 
to  Justify  the  large  expenditare  required  for  improving  the  upper  section  at  the 
present  time. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc 
No.  346,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.   (See  also  Appendix  H  14.) 

3.  Survey  of  Mcmtua  Oreek^  New  Jersey. — Colonel  Eaymond  submitted 
report  of  survey  October  22, 1897.  The  improvement  proposed  is  to 
secure  a  channel  100  feet  wide  at  bottom  and  12  feet  deep  from  the 
12-foot  contour  in  Delaware  Eiver  to  the  phosphate  works;  thence  80 
feet  wide  at  bottom  and  8  feet  deep  to  Paulsboro;  thence  60  feet  wide 
at  bottom  and  7  feet  deep  to  Parkers  Landing,  and  to  construct,  9,000 
feet  above  Berkeley,  a  cut-off  350  feet  long,  50  feet  wide,  and  3  feet 
deep,  and  to  remove  overhanging  trees  above  Parkers  Landing. 

Two  plans  for  securing  such  a  channel  have  been  considered.  The 
first  contemplated  the  formation  of  a  dredged  channel  by  making  six 
cut-offs  through  the  lowlands  wherever  practicable,  avoiding  shoals 
and  sharp  bends,  and  the  second  provides  for  widening  and  deepening 
the  present  waterway  by  dredging.  The  former  plan  is  the  one  desired 
by  the  people  of  Paulsboro,  as  it  shortens  the  distance  between  that 
place  and  the  mouth  of  the  creek  nearly  2  miles. 

The  first  plan  will  require  an  estimated  expenditure  of  $112,630,  pro- 
vided all  rights  of  way  can  be  secured  to  the  United  States  and  riparian 
rights  quieted  for  a  sum  not  to  exceed  $11,000,  and  the  second  plan 
$109,000.  In  the  event  of  jetties  being  required  at  the  mouth  of  the 
creek  these  estimates  will  be  increased  to  $145,030  and  $141,400, 
respectively. 

Oolonel  Eaymond  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  creek  is  worthy  of  improve- 
ment, and  that  its  improvement  is  justified  by  the  interests  of  com- 
merce involved. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc 
No.  123,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  H 15.) 

4.  Survey  of  Absecon  Inlet,  New  Jersey^  with  a  view  of  maintaining  10 
feet  of  water  over  the  bar. — Colonel  Raymond  submitted  report  of  survey 
January  14, 1898.  A  full  description  of  the  physical  characteristics  of 
this  locality,  with  plan  and  estimate  for  securing  20  feet  over  the  bar, 
will  be  found  in  a  report  by  a  Board  of  Engineers,  dated  May  31, 1887, 
upon  a  survey  made  in  1886  with  a  view  to  the  formation  of  a  harbor  of 
refage  (printed  in  Annual  Keport,  Chief  of  Engineers,  1887,  p.  815). 

The  project  now  presented  provides  for  maintaining  10  feet  at  mean 
low  water  over  the  bar  by  construction  of  a  stone  jetty  on  the  east  side 
of  the  inlet,  extending  from  Brigantine  Beach  to  deep  water,  estimated 
to  cost,  including  contingencies,  $500,000. 

Oolonel  Baymond  states  that,  since  this  work  will  require  special  plant 
and  should  be  executed  rapidly  to  insure  success,  it  can  be  best  and 
most  economically  done  under  a  continuous  contract,  the  work  being, 
in  his  opinion,  worthy  of  execution  and  justified  by  the  needs  of  the 
commerce  involved. 
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The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  Hoase  Doc 
No.  252,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  H 16.) 

IMPKOVEMENT  OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  DELAWARE,  IN  MARYLAND 
EAST  OF  CHESAPEAKE  BAY,  AND  OF  INLAND  WATERWAY  FROM  CHIN- 
COTEAQUE  BAY  TO  DELAWARE  BAY,  VIRGINU,  MARYLAND,  AND  DEL- 
AWARE. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Wm.  F.  Smith,  United  States  agent, 
miyor  of  engineers,  United  States  Army,  retired.  Division  Engineer, 
Brig.  Gen.  Peter  0.  Hains,  U.  S.  Volanteers,  colonel.  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Wilmington  RarhoTj  Delatoare. — Previous  to  1836,  when  the  first 
appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the  Christian  Biver  was  made, 
the  depth  of  water  at  the  entrance  was  about  8^  feet.  The  minimum 
depth  in  the  channel  of  the  portion  of  the  river  below  Third  Street 
Bridge  was  8  feet.  This  depth  was  increased  by  dredging  in  that  year 
to  10  feet 

Under  a  project  commenced  in  1871  and  completed  in  1881,  a  12-foot 
channel  from  100  to  200  feet  wide  was  made  from  the  mouth  to  above 
the  city  of  Wilmington.  In  1881  a  project  was  adopted  for  a  15-foot 
low- water  channel  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  the  pulp  works,  with 
a  width  of  150  feet  from  the  mouth  to  the  Boiling  Mill  wharf,  100  feet 
to  the  Delaware  and  Western  Bailroad  Bridge  and  75  feet  to  the  pulp 
works.  This  project  included,  further,  a  channel  12  feet  deep  and  50 
feet  wide  from  the  latter  works  to  the  Delaware  Bailroad  Bridge  and 
construction  of  a  jetty  on  the  north  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
Operations  under  the  project  were  begun  in  the  following  year.  The 
original  estimate  was  9175,551,  which  was  increased  in  18S  to  1 191 ,384 
by  changing  the  width  of  the  proposed  channel  to  150  feet  throughout. 
In  1884  the  project  was  amended  by  raising  the  height  of  the  jetty  4 
feet.  The  channel  was  made  150  feet  wide  and  15  feet  deep  at  mean 
low  water  by  dredging  and  rock  removal,  from  the  15-foot  depth  outside 
the  bar  at  the  mouth  to  a  point  2,515  feet  above  Market  Street  Bridge, 
80  feet  wide  thence  for  a  distance  of  820  feet,  and  thence  40  feet  wide 
to  the  pulp  works.  This  was  the  work  done  to  1893.  Under  a  contract 
oonunenced  in  March,  1896,  and  completed  the  following  September, 
the  channel  was  dredged,  where  it  had  shoaled,  to  a  width  of  150  feet 
and  a  depth  of  13  feet  at  mean  low  water  from  the  13-foot  contour  in 
the  Delaware  Biver  to  a  point  about  1,000  feet  above  the  mouth  of  the 
Brandy  wine;  and  with  915,000  of  the  appropriation  made  in  1896 
dredging  was  continued  thence,  and  the  channel  given  a  width  of  150 
feet  for  a  length  of  385  feet,  and  a  width  of  100  feet  for  a  further  length 
of  400  feet,  the  depth  made  in  both  cases  being  15  feet  at  mean  low 
water  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  June  30, 1897,  at  which  time  opera- 
tions were  still  in  progress. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896.  appropriated  $5,000  for 
improving  the  channel  between  Churchman's  Bridge  and  Smalley's 
Bridge,  in  the  upper  part  of  the  river,  and  with  this  a  continuous  chan- 
nel was  dredged  to  a  width  of  25  feet  and  a  least  depth  of  3  feet  at  mean 
low  water  for  a  distance  of  3.35  miles  from  Churchman's  Bridge  toward 
the  bridge  at  Christiana  village,  and  a  similar  channel  for  a  distance 
of  4,033  feet  above  that  bridge  toward  Smalley's  Bridge.  This  work 
was  completed  December  31, 1896. 

The  amount  expended  for  the  improvement  of  the  Christiana  Biver 
and  Wilmington  Harbor  to  June  30,  1897,  is  $378,201.84,  of  which 
1262,345.84  was  expended  on  the  project  of  1881  and  its  modifications. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  authorized  the  making  of 
contracts  to  complete  the  '^modified  project,"  which  was  understood  to 
}>e  the  project  for  a  21 -foot  channel,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed.  %2S&^iA&. 


160        EEPOET   OP   THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS,  U.  8.  ARMY. 

Beport  npou  this  project  will  be  found  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1896,  pages  973-994. 

As  it  was  doabtfal  whether  tlie  project  could  be  carried  out  under 
the  conditions  of  the  law  authorizing  a  contract,  a  Board  of  Engineer 
Officers  was  convened  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  to  consider  and  report 
upon  the  plan  of  imx)rovement. 

The  report  of  the  Board  is  given  in  Appendix  H  1  of  the  report  for 
1897,  page  1265  et  seq. 

The  Board  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  existing  project  can  not  be 
successfully  carried  out  aud  recommends  a  modified  project,  including 
the  construction  of  a  jetty  on  the  south  side  of  the  entrance  to  the 
river,  the  rectification  of  the  channel  of  the  Christiana  Biver  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Brandywine,  and  necessary  dredging  to  give  a  channel  of 
21  feet  at  mean  low  water  from  the  moutii  to  the  upper  line  of  the  pulp 
works.  The  estimated  cost  is  $377,542.  It  is  stated  that  the  proposed 
channel  is  of  greater  dimensions  than  the  river  can  naturally  maintain 
and  that  annual  dredging  will  be  necessary.  The  United  States  agent 
in  local  charge  of  this  work  estimates  that  certain  rock  work  not 
included  in  above  estimate  will  increase  the  cost  of  work  $99,000. 

Under  a  project  for  the  expenditure  of  the  available  fands,  in  con- 
formity with  a  recommendation  of  the  Board,  a  contract  for  dredging 
was  made  and  work  thereunder  begun  on  June  24, 1897.  The  opera- 
tions under  the  contract  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1897  are  stated 
above.  These  operations  were  continued  in  an  upriver  direction  to 
September  1, 1897. 

Under  a  supplementary  contract,  dated  August  26, 1897,  a  bar  which 
had  formed  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  since  the  work  of  1896  was 
removed,  giving  the  channel  there  a  width  of  150  feet,  with  a  minimum 
depth  of  15  feet  at  mean  low  water.  A  survey  of  the  work  after  its 
completion  developed  the  fact  that  for  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the 
channel  just  dredged  the  soft  mud  had  been  washed  into  the  cut,  con- 
tracting its  bottom  width  to  an  average  of  120  feet,  the  channel  depth 
remaining  15  feet.  Immediately  above  the  wharves  of  the  Philadel- 
phia and  Wilmington  Steamboat  Company  the  channel  had  contracted 
so  that  at  one  point  the  15-foot  channel  was  but  25  feet  wide.  On 
either  side  of  this  point  the  channel  widened  out  again. 

No  contract  for  work  in  excess  of  appropriations  under  the  author- 
ization given  in  the  act  of  June  3, 1896,  has  been  entered  into  for  this 
improvement  in  view  of  the  necessity  for  an  increase  in  the  limiting  cost. 

The  important  commercial  interests  of  this  city  warrant  Sberal 
expenditures  in  making  and  maintaining  a  proper  channel. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $23,992.94 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 23,992.20 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended ,74 

[  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  195, 780. 00 
<  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
[     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oivil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 1.) 

^.  Ice  harbor  at  Newcaatlej  Del, — ^This  harbor  is  one  of  the  oldest  on 
the  Delaware  Biver,  constructed  for  the  protection  of  vessels  against 
floating  ice,  its  origin  dating  back  to  colonial  times.  For  many  years 
it  was  the  northern  terminus  of  the  N^ew  Castle  and  Frenchtown  Bail- 
road,  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  country,  from  which  transfers  were  made 
upon  boats  sailing  to  and  from  Philadelphia  and  farther  north.  Since 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century  its  improvement  and  enlargement 
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have  been  carried  on  by  the  United  States  Government  at  different 

JeriodSy  and  np  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1897, 
224.703.84  had  been  expended,  of  which  $22,569.95  was  on  the  project 
of  1884. 

Under  the  project  adopted  in  1884  Pier  H  was  rebuilt,  Pier  M  repaired 
and  riprap  placed  around  it  and  Pier  F,  and  the  shoaler  portion  of  the 
harbor  was  dredged  to  a  depth  of  18  feet  below  mean  low  water  from 
the  18- foot  contour  to  within  10  feet  of  the  wharf  line.  The  harbor 
space  for  deepdrafb  vessels  was  thus  materially  increased. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year,  under  authority  from  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers, Piers  L,  E,  and  G  have  been  repaired  at  a  cost  of  $244.25,  derived 
from  allotment  from  appropriation  for  examinations,  surveys,  and  con- 
tingencies of  rivers  and  harbors.  The  work  consisted  mainly  in  replac- 
ing stones  which  were  broken  or  out  of  position. 

Attention  was  called  in  the  report  of  1892  to  the  practicability  of 
materially  enlarging  the  area  of  the  harbor  by  the  construction  of  an 
additional  pier  on  the  30foot  contour  at  the  x>oint  of  intersection  of  two 
lines  prolonged  over  Piers  K  and  M,  and  L  and  K,  respectively.  The 
two  outermost  piers,  M  and  N,  are  at  present  too  far  apart  to  shelter 
the  harbor  effectually  against  running  ice  when  strong  easterly  winds 
prevail.  Also^  as  many  of  the  ice  piers,  especially  the  older  ones,  are 
liable  at  any  time  to  be  damaged  by  ice  or  by  collision  with  vessels  and 
may  need  immediate  repair,  a  small  sum  should  be  available  to  keep 
them  in  proper  condition;  and  to  make  the  area  of  the  harbor  available 
to  the  utmost  of  its  capacity  a  harbor  master  should  have  control  of 
the  harbor  to  order  the  placing  of  vessels  during  the  ice  season  when 
the  demand  for  refuge  is  great. 

No  statistics  were  obtainable. 

Newcastle  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Delaware.  Wilmington  is 
the  nearest  port  of  entry,  and  the  amount  of  revenue  collected  there 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^  1898,  was  $23,446. 

(See  Appendix  1 2.) 

3»  Appoquinimink  River j  Delaware, — At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of 
the  present  project  there  was  a  mean  low- water  depth  of  2  feet  at  the 
entrance  into  Delaware  Bay,  and  the  shoalest  depth  inside  the  river 
was  4^  feet.  The  most  serious  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the 
river  were  the  many  bends  in  the  lower  and  middle  sections. 

The  approved  project  is  based  upon  a  survey  made  in  1889,  and  is 
for  a  channel  8  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  having  a  width  of  80  feet 
from  the  bridge  at  Odessa  to  near  Townsend's  wharf,  'a  distance  of  3i 
miles,  and  a  width  of  100  feet  from  this  wharf  to  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
a  distance  of  5  miles.    The  estimated  cost  of  the  improvement  is  $39,963. 

In  1891  the  channel  was  dredged  to  the  full  width  of  80  feet  and 
depth  of  8  feet  at  mean  low  water  for  a  distance  of  1,975  feet  in  a  down- 
river direction,  beginning  at  the  lower  end  of  Watkins's  wharf,  at 
Odessa,  and  early  in  1893  a  further  distance  of  4,487  feet  was  dredged. 
Of  the  latter,  595  feet  was  dredged  to  the  approved  width,  but  on 
account  of  the  settlement  and  sli^ng  in  of  the  very  sofb  marsh  banks, 
upon  which  the  excavated  mud  and  sand  were  deposited,  the  full 
approved  width  of  80  feet  could  not  be  made  along  the  remainder, 
3,892  feet,  and  it  was  therefore  made  only  50  feet  until  the  banks  should 
become  firmer.  The  entire  length  dredged  is  6,462  feet,  of  which  2,570 
feet  is  80  feet  wide  and  3,892  feet  is  50  feet  wide.  The  channel  was 
tiiereby  materially  improved  as  far  as  the  work  had  progressed,  giving 
great  relief  to  the  shipping,  and  the  harbor  room  at  Odessa  increased. 
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The  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  1897  was  $10,888.98.  ISo  dredging  has  been  done  during  the  past 
year,  but  work  under  contract,  dated  July  2, 1897,  is  expected  to  be 
begun  in  a  few  days. 

The  work  proposed  to  be  done  is  the  dredging  of  the  channel  to  a 
depth  of  8  feet  at  mean  low  water  and  a  width  of  50  feet  in  straight 
*  reaches  and  widening  in  the  bends  through  various  shoals  between  a 
point  6,400  feet  below  Odessa,  where  work  was  last  suspended,  and  the 
mouth  of  the  rivlBr^  to  widen  the  cut-off  below  N'ew  Bridge,  to  dredge 
off  several  projecting  points,  and  to  redredge  shoaling  in  the  upper 
river  as  far  as  available  fiinds  will  permit.  It  was  intended  to  include 
in  this  work  the  making  of  the  proposed  cut-off  at  "New  Bridge  and  one 
below,  but  it  was  impracticable  to  procure  the  title  to  the  land  required 
for  the  purpose.  The  difficulties  in  the  way  may  iwssibly  be  overcome 
before  ^rther  improvements  on  the  river  are  completed. 

The  commerce  in  the  river  is  reported  for  the  past  year  to  have  been 
21,425  tonnage,  valued  at  $1,283,850,  as  against  19,132  tonnage,  valued 
at  $980,975,  in  1891,  shortly  after  the  improvement  of  the  river  was 
begun.  The  extent  of  the  commerce  justifies  the  outlay  for  the  proposed 
improvement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $9,111.02 

June  BO,  189S,  amount  expended  during  fiBcalyear 101.06 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 9,009.96 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 9, 009. 96 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 19, 963. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expendedin  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900     7, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  I  3.) 

4.  Smyrna  River ^  Delaware. — ^This  river,  formerly  called  Duck  Creek, 
had,  before  improvements  were  begun  in  1879,  a  minimum  depth  of  2^ 
feet  within  the  river  and  about  4  feet  over  the  bar  at  the  mouth.  Navi- 
gation was  possible  only  at  high  tide,  and  was  carried  on  by  one  steamer 
and  seven  small  schooners. 

In  1878  a  project  was  made  for  the  improvement  of  the  whole  river, 
including  a  plan  for  deepening  the  channel  across  the  bar  at  the  mouth. 

By  special  direction  of  Oongress  the  improvement  of  the  bar  was  com- 
menced first,  and  during  the  following  four  years  three  appropriations, 
aggregating  $10,000,  were  expended  in  dredgiug  a  channel  across  this 
obstruction  100  feet  wide  and  8  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water.  The 
dredged  channel  soon  filled  up  again. 

A  new  project  was  submitted  in  1887,  for  a  7-foot  low- water  channel 
60  feet  wide  inside  the  river  and  100  feet  at  the  bar,  the  channel  at  the 
latter  point  to  be  protected  by  a  stone  jetty.  The  estimated  cost  of  this 
project  is  $91,698.40.  The  first  appropriation  under  the  project,  that 
made  in  1888,  was  for  dredging,  and  the  appropriations  made  since  have 
provided  for  continuing  the  improvement  and  have  likewise  been  applied 
solely  to  dredging.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  dredging  was  $37,365.20, 
and  that  for  the  jetty  was  $53,733.20. 

In  1893  the  channel  was  dredged  to  the  approved  dimensions  for  a 
length  of  4,730  feet,  in  seven  different  localities  between  Smyrna  Land* 
ing  and  Gravel  Beach,  about  5  miles  below.  Dredging  had  been  done 
there  previously,  but  not  to  the  full  dimensions.  Also  a  cut  50  feet 
wide  and  7  feet  deep  through  a  narrow  bar  about  a  half  mile  inside  the 
mouth  of  the  river.  In  1896,  to  June  30,  the  turning  basin  at  Smyrna 
Landing  was  redredged  to  the  full  dimeuBionB,  and  t»bA  cliaimfil  b^ow 
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dredged  to  the  full  width  and  depth  at  Price's  wharf,  Limekiln  wharf, 
Beaverhoase  Eeach.  the  reaeh  above  and  below  Both  wells  Landing  and 
below  the  '^ Canal;''  and  in  September  and  October,  1896,  the  channel 
was  dredged  at  six  different  parts  of  the  river  between  Smyrna  Land- 
ing and  Gave  Landing  Eeach,  a  distance  of  20,400  feet,  the  depth  made 
being  7  feet,  the  width  varying  between  40  and  60  feet. 

The  total  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30, 1897, 
was  $32,963.10,  of  which  $22,963.10  was  on  this  project. 

Under  contract  dated  June  15, 1897,  for  the  expenditure  of  the  appro- 
priation of  $5,000  made  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3,  1896, 
dredging  was  begun  on  December  8, 1897,  at  Gave  Landing,  and  con- 
tinned  thence  downstream  to  Gherry  tree  Eeach.  In  this  section  shoals 
at  Cave  Landing,  at  Long  Eeach,  the  entire  length  of  Gravel  Eeach, 
and  lower  end  of  canal,  and  thence  to  Eagle  Kest  Landing,  the  upper 
end  of  Northwest  Branch,  and  at  and  through  Gherrytree  Eeach,  aggre- 
gating 10,996  feet  in  length,  were  dredged,  resulting  in  a  channel  of  the 
approved  dimensions  firom  Gave  Landing  downstream  for  a  length  of 
13,705  feet,  with  the  exception  of  about  300  feet  just  below  Eagle  Nest 
Landing,  where  the  depth  and  width  are  at  some  places  slightly  less. 
The  cbanncl  below  Gherrytree  Eeach  to  the  mouth  is  in  a  fair  condi- 
tion, but  needs  some  dredging  at  several  points  to  give  the  approved 
dimensions. 

In  the  section  above  Gave  Landing  the  most  troublesome  shoals  were 
removed.  These  were  at  Deep  Hole,  just  below  Eothwells  Landing, 
the  upper  end  of  Mill  Greek  Canal,  Beaver  House,  and  about  900  feet 
of  a  shoal  at  Walraven  Eeach,  aggregating  4,275  feet,  were  dredged  to 
the  approved  dimensions,  except  the  one  at  Deep  Hole,  where  the  width 
made  was  only  50  feet,  giving  an  unobstructed  navigation  firom  Gave 
Landing  upstream  for  a  length  of  15,470  feet  to  Walraven  Eeach. 

The  commerce  in  the  river  is  reported  for  the  past  year  to  have  been 
315,680  tons  and  of  a  valuation  of  $2,939,930.  Before  the  improvements 
were  begun,  the  tonnage  and  valuation  were  reported  to  be  204,706  tons 
and  $1,944,000.  The  extent  of  the  commerce  justifies  the  outlay  for 
the  improvement.  * 

Jaljl,  1897,  bftlnnoe  anezi>ended $5,036.90 

June  90, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3,998.66 

Jolyl,  1898,  balance  unexpended 1,038.24 

Jaly  1,  1896,  outstanding  liabilities $850.00 

July  1, 1896,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 130. 00 

— ^■^— •— ^^—  9o0. 00 


Jnlyl,  1898;  balance  arailable 58.24 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  proj  ect 9, 365. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  prontably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  en  ding  June  30, 1900      9, 365. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  reouirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civU  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  I  4.) 

5.  MurderkiU  Eiver^  Delaware. — ^This  river  is  a  tidal  stream  and  a 
tributary  of  Delaware  Bay,  and  flows  through  Kent  County,  Del.  Its 
navigable  portion  is  about  9  miles  long.  The  condition  of  the  river 
was  £Eur  for  the  greater  part  of  its  length,  the  average  width  and  depth 
being  90  and  6  feet,  respectively.  Outsiae  the  junction  with  Delaware 
Bay,  however,  there  is  a  serious  obstruction — ^the  flats — which  are 
nearly  bare  at  low  tide  and  extend  for  nearly  a'  mile  firom  the  shore. 
The  average  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  at  the  mouth  is  4.6  feet. 

In  1881  an  examination  of  this  river  was  made  and  a  pr^ect  sub- 
mitted for  its  improvement  No  appropriation  was  made  by  Congt^ei^ 
however,  as  the  river  was  at  that  time  in  the  hands  of  an  impxovQinein% 
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and  navigation  company  chartered  by  the  State.  This  company  had 
expended  aboat  $10,000  in  rectifying  the  many  bends  of  the  river  by 
catting  straight  canals  and  in  dredging  a  narrow  cut  across  the  flats 
at  the  month.    The  latter  slowly  filled  up  again. 

The  project  for  improvement  adopted  in  1892  is  for  a  7-foot  low- water 
channel  80  feet  wide  from  the  town  of  Frederica,  at  the  head  of  navi- 
gation, to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  150  feet  wide  from  the  mouth 
across  the  flats  outside  to  the  7-foot  depth  in  Delaware  Bay,  the  cut  at 
the  mouth  to  be  protected  by  forming  an  embankment  of  the  dredged 
material  on  each  side,  the  estimated  cost  being  $47,550. 

In  1893  a  channel  was  dug  to  a  depth  of  5  feet  below  mean  low  water 
across  the  flats  from  a  short  distance  inside  the  river  to  the  5foot 
depth  in  Delaware  Bay,  and  in  1895  a  cut-off  975  feet  long  was  made 
at  Lower  Landing,  about  4  miles  from  the  mouth,  and  shoals  were 
dredged  at  a  sharp  turn  in  the  river  below  Frederica,  at  the  head  of 
Long  Canal,  at  Coles  Shoal,  and  just  inside  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
The  width  of  the  cut  in  every  case  was  40  feet  and  the  depth  7  feet  at 
mean  low  water.  In  the  winter  of  1896-97  a  channel  was  dredged  60 
feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  the  6-foot  curve  in 
Delaware  Bay  to  the  steamboat  wharf  inside  the  river,  a  distance  of 
4,700  feet,  and  shoals  just  above  the  steamboat  wharf,  at  Broad  Eeach 
and  at  Webbs  Landing,  aggregating  2,482  feet  in  length,  were  dredged 
to  a  width  of  40  feet  and  a  depth  of  6  feet,  resulting  in  an  unobstructed 
low- water  navigation  of  6  feet  from  that  depth  in  Delaware  Bay  to 
Lindells  Shoal,  a  distance  of  16,000  feet. 

The  amount  expended  on  the  project  to  the  end  of  the  flscal  year 
1897  was  $18,328.68.  In  addition  to  this  $1,500  was  expended  in  re- 
moving a  shoal  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Jones  Eiver,  as  required  by 
river  and  harbor  act  of  August  18, 1894.  Ko  dredging  was  done  during 
the  past  fiscal  year.  Expenditures  during  the  year  were  for  plotting 
work  completed  in  June,  1897,  etc. 

The  commerce  of  this  river,  which  is  quite  varied,  is  reported  for  the 
past  year  to  be  represented  by  a  tonnage  of  42,542  and  a  valuation  of 
$581,210.  ^here  appears  to  have  been  quite  an  increase  since  the  im- 
provements were  begun,  and  a  steamboat  line  has  in  consequence  of 
this  improvement  been  established  between  Frederica  and  Philadelphia. 

J aly  1, 1897, balanoe unexpended $171.32 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 153.87 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 17.45 


< 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 32, 764. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30, 1900      7, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  15.) 

6.  Mispillion  Eiver ^  Delaware. — This  river  is  a  tidal  stream,  and  enters 
Delaware  Bay  about  17  miles  northwest  of  Gape  Henlopen.  It  is  navi- 
gable for  about  12  miles.  The  mouth  of  the  river  is  greatly  obstructed 
by  a  flat  foreshore  without  a  channel.  Vessels  can  enter  and  depart 
only  at  high  water,  which  rises,  on  an  average,  4  feet 

The  river  from  Milford  to  the  mouth  was  improved  by  the  General 
Government  between  the  years  1879  and  1889,  and  $17,000  was  expended 
in  making  a  channel  40  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water. 

The  project  for  the  improvement  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  proposed 

in  a  report  on  a  survey  made  in  1891,  provides  for  a  cut  across  the  flats 

in  a  southeasterly  direction,  having  a  width  of  150  feet  and  a  depth  of 

6  feet  at  mean  low  water ^  beginning  opposite  tii^  \\g\it Aiou^^  wA  ^ft<i- 
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iiig  in  deep  water  in  tbe  bay,  the  cut  to  be  protected  on  the  upper  or 
north  Bide  by  a  bank  made  of  the  excavated  material.  The  estimated 
cost  is  $24,000. 

In  1893  operations  were  begun  under  the  project,  and  at  the  close  of 
work  in  that  season  a  pile  dike  500  feet  long  had  been  built  on  the 
north  side  of  the  mouth,  along  the  line  of  the  channel,  and  a  channel 
liad  been  dredged  for  a  length  of  570  feet,  80  feet  wide  and  5  feet  deep 
at  mean  low  water,  extending  from  the  5-foot  depth  in  the  Mispillion 
River  to  a  i>oint  opposite  and  50  feet  west  from  the  outer  en4  of  the 
dike,  and  in  1895  and  1896  a  channel  was  dredged  75  feet  wide  and  6 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  inside  the  river  just  above  Sandy 
Point  to  opposite  the  mouth  of  Cedar  Greek,  and  a  crib  dike  350  feet 
in  length,  flanking  the  new  channel  on  the  west  side,  was  builf.  The 
dikes  were  found  necessary  during  the  progress  of  the  dredging  owing 
to  the  character  of  the  material  dredged,  which  was  mainly  treacherous 
sand.  The  total  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30, 
1897,  was  $34,629.67,  of  which  $17,629.67  was  expended  on  the  present 
project. 

During  the  fiscal  year  a  brush  and  stone  extension  to  the  pile  dike 
constructed  the  preceding  year  has  been  built.  It  was  done  under 
contract,  dated  June  25, 1897.  Work  was  begun  July  14  and  completed 
Angast  21, 1897.  The  extension  is  200  feet  in  length,  and  is  built  up 
to  the  level  of  mean  high  water,  with  a  top  width  of  5  feet. 

Under  a  contract  for  dredging,  dated  cf uly  2, 1897,  a  cut  was  made 
near  the  end  of  the  crib  dike,  50  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  at  mean 
low  water,  and  450  feet  long.  The  stormy  weather  continuing,  dredg- 
ing was  Bnsi>ended  and  an  attempt  made  to  raise  with  the  dredge  the 
loose  portion  of  the  crib  dike,  the  end  of  which  had  been  undermined 
during  the  gales  of  the  latter  part  of  October  and. early  in  l^ovember. 
One  crib  was  removed.  Dredging  operations  were  resumed  on  Novem- 
ber 18,  in  extending  the  channel  across  the  Bulkhead  Shoal,  about  400 
feet  beyond  the  mouth.  A  cut  across  the  Bulkhead  Shoal  was  made,  4 
feet  deep  and  40  feet  wide,  for  a  length  of  675  feet,  resulting  in  a  con- 
tinaous  channel  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  inside  the  river  to 
and  across  the  Bulkhead  Shoal  outside.  The  contract  for  this  work 
was  closed  November  30, 1897. 

The  commerce  of  this  river  consists  principally  of  lumber,  railroad 
ties,  grain,  canned  goods,  lime,  and  fertilizers,  and  is  reported  for  the 
past  year  to  have  been  83,129  tons,  and  of  a  valuation  of  $1,676,704. 
In  1^7,  when  the  project  was  adopted,  shipments  and  valuation  were 
reported  to  be  44,315  tons  and  $916,250,  respectively.  It  is  not  likely 
that  the  commerce  will  be  benefited  to  any  extent  by  the  improvements 
until  such  work  is  carried  out  as  will  give  and  maintain  a  depth  of  6  feet. 

It  is  estimated  that  *$500  will  be  required  for  maintenance  of  the 
improvement  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900. 

J  aly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $4,370.33 

Jnne  30,  IS&S,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 4, 267. 75 

Jnly  ly  1898,  balance  unexpended 112.68 

July  1, 1898,  outatandingliabilitiee.... •-         112.68 

f  Amount  (eetimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 2, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  SO, 
1900,  for  continuing  improvement 2, 000. 00 

1  Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 500.00 

Submitted  hi  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1806  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 6,) 
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7.  Broadkiln  Biver^  Delaware. — ^In  its  original  condition  the  depth  of 
water  in  the  river  was  from  3  to  4  feet  at  the  numeroas  shoals  which 
impeded  navigation.  The  depth  at  the  entrance  was  and  still  is  from 
1^  to  2  feet  at  low  water. 

The  original  project  for  improvement,  made  in  1871,  is  for  a  6-foot 
low- water  navigation,  with  a  minimam  width  of  40  feet  from  the  month 
of  the  river  to  Milton,  the  head  of  navigation,  and  for  a  new  entrance, 
protected  by.  a  jetty,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $80,447.  This  project 
was  modified  in  1881  relative  to  the  entrance,  and  the  estimate  redaced 
to  $51,450.  The  channel  within  the  river  has  been  completed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  project,  at  an  expense  of  $35,000,  which  was  the  total 
amount  expended  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897. 
Upon  completion  of  the  work  vessels  after  entering  were  no  longer 
detained  by  the  shoals  at  low  tide  and  coold  proceed  directly  to  their 
destination. 

No  work  was  done  daring  the  fiscal  year. 

(  Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  proleot ^.  $21, 600. 00 

<  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  seotioiu  i  of  river  and 
(     harbor  acta  of  1866  and  1867. 

(See  Appendix  I  7.) 

8.  Inland  waterway  from  Ohincoteague  Bay^  Virginia^  to  Delaware 
Bay  at  or  near  LeweSj  Del. — The  original  project,  based  on  a  survey 
made  in  1884,  provided  for  a  channel  70  feet  wide  at  the  bottom  and  6 
feet  deep  below  mean  low  water  in  the  Delaware  Breakwater  Harbor 
connecting  the  inland  bays  between  Ghincoteagae  Bay  and  Delaware 
Bay,  the  northern  outlet  to  be  at  or  near  Lewes,  Del.  The  length  of 
the  proposed  waterway  is  about  75  miles,  and  the  cost  was  estimated 
at  $350,000.  This  project  was  modified  in  1892,  the  width  of  the  pro- 
posed cnannel  having  been  reduced  to  20  feet  at  the  bottom. 

A  cut  has  been  ms^e  4  miles  long,  20  feet  wide  at  bottom,  and  4  feet 
deep  below  the  mean  level  of  Assawaman  Bay  across  the  neck  of  land 
lying  between  Little  Assawaman  Bay  and  Whites  Greek,  a  tributary 
of  Indian  Biver  Bay,  and  three  temporary  wooden  bridges  built  over 
it;  a  cut  20  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  below  datum  (mean  low  water  at 
Delaware  Breakwater)  has  been  made  from  that  depth  in  Eehoboth 
Bay  to  a  point  1,250  feet  south  of  the  Delaware,  Maryland  and  Virginia 
Eailroad  crossing  at  Behoboth,  a  distance  of  9,000  feet,  and  another 
cut,  in  continuation  of  this,  extending  to  the  railroad  reservation,  a 
distance  of  1,125  feet,  has  oeen  made  to  a  depth  of  2  feet  below  mean 
low-water  level;  and  north  of  the  railroad  crossing  a  cut  was  made  to 
a  point  1,000  feet  north  of  the  boundary  of  the  railroad  track.  Of  this 
latter  distance  the  lower  800  feet  was  excavated  to  a  depth  of  9^  feet 
and  the  remaining  200  feet  to  an  avtBrage  depth  of  15  feet  above  datum, 
the  depth  of  cutting  in  the  first  averaging  approximately  17^  feet  and 
in  the  latter  about  8  feet  All  slopes  of  excavations  were  made  2  to  1 
along  the  lines  determined  by  the  final  width  at  the  base  of  the  pro- 
posed cut  and  the  configuration  of  the  ground.  The  cut  between  Assa- 
waman Bay  and  Whites  Greek  was  made  and  the  three  bridges  built 
in  1891.  The  remainder  of  the  work  described  was  done  between  1893 
and  February,  1896. 

The  amount  expended  on  the  project  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $166,697.70, 
and  the  condition  of  the  work  when  last  examined,  in  1896,  was  as  fol- 
lows: The  cut  made  between  Whites  Greek  and  the  head  of  Little 
Assawaman  Bay  to  a  depth  of  4  feet  had  shoaled  considerably,  at  the 
northern  end  to  eight-tenths  of  a  foot  and  in  the  middle  i)ortion  to  2 
feet.    The  first-named  shoal  is  in  the  deepest  portion  of  the  cut,  where 
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the  sandy  side  slopes,  bare  of  all  vegetation,  fall  in  considerably  dur- 
ing heavy  rains.  The  depths  in  the  cut  through  low  or  marshy  ground 
had  maintained  themselves  very  welL  The  cut  made  to  a  depth  of  6 
feet  from  Behoboth  Bay  along  Millers  Greek  toward  the  high  ground 
back  of  Behoboth.  during  the  working  season  of  1894,  was  in  fair  con- 
dition except  the  lormation  of  a  slight  shoal  in  line  with  the  bay  shore, 
which  was  evidently  caused  by  wave  action. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  appropriated  $25,000  for 
continuing  this  improvement,  but  until  certain  litigation  regarding 
right  of  way  is  settled  it  is  not  likely  that  any  dredging  work  can  be 
done. 

During  the  fiscal  year  efforts  have  been  directed  toward  obtaining 
title  to  the  railroad  crossing  at  Behoboth,  the  Department  having 
decided  to  condemn  the  land. 

Jaly  1,  lS97y  balance  nnexpended $27, 052. 30 

June  2K)y  1896,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 551.66 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 26,600.64 

{Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 156, 250. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expendedin  fiscal  year  endine  JuneSO,  1900    50, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  .river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(Bee  Appendix  1 8.) 

9.  Sunquehanna  Biver  above  and  below  Havre  de  Orace^  Md. — Before 
improvements  were  began  in  this  section  of  the  river  the  least  depth  of 
water  over  the  shoals  between  Havre  de  Grace  and.  Spesntia  Island 
was  5  feet  at  low  water.  The  channel  above  Havre  de  Grace  between 
Watson  Island  and  the  shoal  running  out  from  the  west  shore  was  nar- 
row, and  believed  to  be  one  of  the  causes  of  ice  gorges  at  and  near 
Port  Deposit. 

Improvements  have  been  in  progress  since  1852.  The  present  gen- 
ial project  is  for  a  15-foot  low- water  channel  below  Havre  de  Grace 
and  for  the  removal  of  the  shoal  opposite  Watson  Island  to  a  depth  of 
8  feet  below  mean  low  water.    Estimated  cost,  $168,000. 

The  channel  below  Havre  de  Grace  was  dredged  the  last  time  in 
1885.  It  has  shoaled  again.  The  channel  at  Watson  Island  has  been 
widened  abont  400  feet,  but  the  shoal  which  was  removed  has  nearly 
entirely  re-formed  since  the  discontinuance  of  work  in  1889. 

Up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  $161,067.37 
had  been  expended  on  this  section  of  the  river,  including  $49,729.15 
for  work  for  the  Fish  Commission. 

There  were  no  operations  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898. 
The  small  amount  available  is  limited  to  expenditure  above  the  Phila- 
delphia, Wilmington,  and  Baltimore  Bailroad  Bridge. 

It  was  impracticable  to  obtain  complete  commercial  statistics. 

It  is  estimated  that  $20,000  will  be  required  annually  for  dredging. 

July  1, 1897^  balance  unexpended $9,822.63 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 9,822.63 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  annual  dredging 20,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 9.) 

10»  Chester  Biver j  Maryland^  from  Orumpton  to  Jones  Landing. — ^This 
river  is  a  tidsJ  stream  40  miles  long,  forming  the  boundary  Une  between 
Kent  and  Queen  Anne  eounties^  eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  and  flows 
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into  Oliesapeake  Bay.  It  is  navigable  for  vessels  drawing  6  feet  of 
water  at  low  tide  as  far  as  Orampton,  about  33  miles  above  the  mouth. 
The  least  depth  of  water  within  the  last  7  miles  of  the  river  is  3  feet. 
At  Orumpton  the  average  rise  of  the  tide  is  2.1  feet.  A  short  distance 
from  this  town  several  shoals  have  previously  been  improved  by  the 
United  States. 

The  project  for  improvement  is  for  a  6-foot  low- water  channel  60  feet 
wide  firom  Grumpton  to  Jones  Landing,  a  distance  of  6|  miles,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $12,750. 

Up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  $9,480.90  had 
been  expended  and  the  channel  had  been  improved  at  various  points 
in  accordance  with  the  project. 

No  work  has  been  done  during  the  past  year.  The  contract  for  dredg- 
ing has  been  extended  to  December  31, 1898. 

The  commerce  of  the  river  consists  mainly  of  agricultural  products. 
So  complete  statistics  have  been  obtained,  but  the  Chester  Biver  Steam- 
boat Line  reports  its  business  for  the  year  on  the  whole  river  at  76,119 
tons.  There  is  no  marked  improvement  in  the  commerce  to  be  noted, 
but  the  improvements  made  in  the  river  thus  far  have  facilitated 
navigation,  the  extent  of  which  seems  to  justify  the  outlay. 

July  1,1897,  balance  nnexpended $1,519.10 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,519.10 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 1, 500. 00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 19.10 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existinfi;  project 3, 250. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900      3, 250. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 10.) 

11.  Ohoptank  Biver y  Maryland, — ^Before  improvements  were  begun^  in 
1879,  the  depth  of  water  in  the  channel  between  Denton  and  Oreens- 
boro  varied  from  2  to  8  feet  at  low  water.  Navigation  carried  on  by 
small  sailing  vessels  extended  only  to  3  miles  above  Deuton.  Upon 
the  remaining  5  miles  to  Greensboro  all  freight  had  to  be  transported 
npon  scows. 

A  project  for  improvement  was  made  in  1880  for  an  8-foot  low- water 
channel  75  feet  wide,  the  estimated  cost  being  $79,000.  Up  to  the  close 
of  the  fil^cal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  $50,159.63  had  been  exx>ended 
in  making  a  channel  not  less  than  75  feet  wide  and  7^  feet  deep  between 
Greensboro  and  Brick  Mills,  a  distance  of  about  4  miles,  and  to  a  width 
of  75  feet  and  a  depth  of  8  feet  for  a  farther  distance  of  1,800  feet  below 
the  Brick  Mills.  The  remaining  distanice  to  Denton  has  been  partly 
improved  by  dredging  the  channel  where  needed  to  depths  of  5  and  6 
feet,  and  by  widening  it  to  about  40  feet  This  leaves  somewhat  less 
than  4  miles  of  this  section  and  several  points  in  the  upper  river  to  be 
dredged  to  the  approved  dimensions.  Shortly  after  the  main  obstruc- 
tions had  been  removed  in  1887,  steamboat  communication  with  Balti- 
more was  established,  and  since  that  time  commerce  has  steadily 
increased.    No  work  has  been  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3,  1896,  appropriated  $2,000  for 
continuing  this  improvement  and  a  contract  for  (kedging  has  been 
entered  into.  The  time  for  completion  of  the  work  thereon  has  been 
extended  to  December  31, 1898. 

The  commerce  consists  largely  of  agricultural  products  and  canned 
goads.    The  tonnage  reported  for  1897  is  21,694,  valued  at  $683,871.76. 
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There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  commerce  of  this  river  since 
its  improvement  was  began,  and  its  extent  fully  jastifies  the  outlay. 

Jolyly  1897,  balance  anezpended $1,840.37 

Jnlj- 1, 1898,  balance  unexpended .: 1,840.37 

Joly  1, 1898,  amoont  covered  by  nncompleted  contracts 1, 840. 37 

{Amomit  (eetimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 16, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endin  g  June  30, 1900     7, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acta  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 11.) 

12.  La  Trappe  River j  Maryland. — ^This  river,  formerly  called  Divid- 
ing Creek,  is  in  Talbot  Gounty,  eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  and  flows 
into  the  Choptank  Eiver,  one  of  the  larger  tributaries  of  Chesapeake 
Bay.  It  is  about  3  miles  long  and  has  no  fresh- water  inflow  at  the  head 
and  was  originally  only  4  feet  deep.  The  entrance  to  the  river  was 
serioQsly  obstructed  by  several  shoal  bars,  with  a  least  depth  of  9  feet 
in  the  narrow  channel,  which  was  very  tortuous  and  about  one-half  of 
a  mile  long.    The  average  rise  of  tide  is  1.55  feet. 

Previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  the  sum  of  $5,333.50, 
raised  by  private  subscription,  had  been  expended  in  dredging  at  the 
head  of  the  river  and  at  the  bar  at  the  mouth.  The  average  depth  in 
the  river  was  thereby  increased  to  8  feet  and  the  channel  at  the  mouth 
was  somewhat  widened. 

The  present  project  for  improvement  provides  for  a  channel  150  feet 
wide  and  11  feet  deep  across  the  bar  at  the  mouth,  and  for  a  channel 
75  feet  wide  and  8  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  inside  the  river  as  far 
as  Trappe  Landing,  situated  at  the  head  of  navigation,  and  a  turning 
basin  at  the  latter  point.    The  estimated  cost  was  $7,250. 

Up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  $7,213.87  had 
been  expended  and  the  proposed  channel  within  the  river  had  been 
completed.  The  proposed  channel  at  the  mouth,  about  1,600  feet  long, 
had  been  dredged  to  the  approved  width  of  150  feet  for  a  distance  of 
400  feet,  and  to  a  width  of  100  feet  only  for  the  remainin  g  1 ,200  feet.  No 
work  has  been  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year.  The  channel  in  this 
1,200  feet,  therefore,  remains  to  be  widened  50  feet  in  order  to  conform 
to  the  approved  project,  and  it  is  estimated  that  to  complete  it  $2,500 
will  be  required  in  addition  to  the  amount  already  expended  and  origi- 
nally estimated  as  the  cost  of  the  whole  improvement. 

In  1893,  when  the  improvement  of  this  river  began,  the  tonnage  was 
29,094  tons  and  the  valuation  $897,450.  •  In  1897  the  tonnage  reported 
was  13,958,  valued  at  $431,619.  The  improvements  made  thus  far  have 
facilitated  commerce,  but  have  not  increased  it. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $36. 13 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexx»ended .- 36.13 

{Amount  ^estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 2, 500. 00 
Amounttiiat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1900      2, 500. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  or  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Api>endix  1 12.) 

13.  Warwick  River^  Maryland. — ^This  river,  formerly  named  Secretary 
Greek,  is  in  Dorchester  County,  eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  and  flows 
into  the  Ohoptank  Biver,  one  of  the  larger  tributaries  of  Chesapeake 
Bay.  It  is  a  small  tidal  basin  2  miles  long,  with  no  fresh-water  influx 
at  the  head,  and  was  originally  only  4  feet  deep.  The  average  rise  of 
the  tide  23  L?  feet 
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Before  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  about  $12,000  had  been 
expended  in  the  improvement  of  this  river,  $6,000  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment and  the  remaining  amount  by  private  parties.  The  present 
project  for  improvement,  which  was  prox)osed  in  a  report  on  a  survey 
in  1891,  provides  for  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  10  feet  deep  at  mean 
low  water  from  the  10-foot  depth  in  Ghoptank  Biver  to  Secretary  Land- 
ing, at  the  head  of  the  river,  including  a  turning  basin  at  the  latter 
point,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $18,600. 

In  1892-93,  beginning  in  the  Ghoptank  Biver,  4,400  feet  of  the  channel 
and  a  portion  of  the  turning  basin  were  dredged  to  a  depth  of  10  feet 
at  mean  low  water;  and  in  1896  the  turning  basin  was  dredged  and 
shoals  which  had  formed  at  the  Mud  Flats  and  Harrisons  Gut  were 
removed.  There  was  then  no  serious  obstruction  to  navigation  in  the 
river,  and  what  remained  to  be  done  was  the  widening  of  the  channel 
in  the  upper  river,  about  one-third  of  the  whole  length,  to  the  approved 
dimensions.  Ko  work  was  done  thereafter  to  June  30, 1897,  to  which 
date  $13,918.82  had  been  expended  in  the  improvement  of  the  river,  of 
which  $7,918.82  is  on  the  present  project. 

Fnder  contract  dated  December  24, 1896,  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
appropriation  of  $2,000  made  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 
1896,  dredging  was  begun  on  June  20, 1898,  at  a  point  400  feet  below 
Cedar  Point,  and  carried  on  in  an  up-river  direction.  The  channel,  for 
a  distance  of  1,900  feet^  was  made  100  feet  wide  and  10  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water,  resulting  in  a  channel  of  the  approved  dimensions 
from  the  Ghoptank  Biver  to  Devils  Wind  Gap.  This  leaves  about 
2,050  feet  of  the  channel  in  the  upper  river  to  be  dredged  to  the  ap- 
proved dimensions,  and  some  dredging  in  the  turning  basin  to  complete 
the  project. 

The  commerce  of  the  river  consists  mainly  of  agricultural  products. 
The  business  of  the  steamboat  line  for  the  year  is  reported  to  be  3,709 
tons,  at  a  valuation  of  $12(),289.  The  business  done  in  the  river  by 
the  numerous  sailing  vessels  could  not  be  obtained.  It  is  believed  there 
has  been  no  material  change  since  the  improvements  were  begun  in 
1892,  but  the  work  has  facilitated  navigation,  the  extent  of  which  seems 
to  justify  the  outlay. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balanoe  unexpended $2,081.18 

June  30;  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiBoal  year 528.70 

July  1, 1898^1  balance  unexpended 1,652.48 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $950.00 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 550. 00 

1,500.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 62.48 


< 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 8, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane90,1900     4, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  or  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  actb  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  utmdij  oivil  act  of  June  4,  1887. 

(See  Appendix  1 13.) 

14.  Broad  Creek  Biver ^  Delaware. — ^This  river  is  a  tidal  stream  and 
a  tributary  of  the  east  fork  of  the  Kanticoke  Biver,  which  flows  into 
the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

.  Before  improvements  were  commenced  in  1881  the  low>water  depth 
at  Laurel  was  2  feet;  below  the  town  it  was  in  some  places  only  1^ 
feet.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1889,  when  the  original  project 
was  completed,  at  a  cost  of  $35,000,  a  channel  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water  and  60  feet  wide  had  been  dredged  from  Bethel  to  laurel,  a  dis- 
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tance  of  nearly  3  miles,  and  contributed  toward  making  Lanrel  an 
important  shipping  point  on  the  peninsula. 

The  project  for  improvement  proposed  in  a  report  upon  an  examina- 
tion made  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  river  and  harbor  act 
approved  September  19, 1890,  provides  for  dredging  a  channel  70  feet 
wide  and  8  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  Bethel  to  the  head  of 
navigation  at  Laurel,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $15,000. 

The  amount  expended  on  the  improvement  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  1897  was  $45,069.26,  of  which  $35,000  was  expended  before  the 
adoption  of  the  present  project,  and  $5,000  on  the  Kanticoke  Biver. 
At  that  date  a  channel  of  thq  approved  dimensions,  70  feet  wide  and  8 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  had  been  dredged  for  a  distance  of  6,445 
feet,  beginning  at  a  point  1,000  feet  above  the  bridge  at  Bethel  and 
ending  680  feet  above  Hitch's  upper  wharf,  and  an  additional  cut,  also 
8  feet  deep,  but  only  40  feet  wide,  was  dredged  for  a  length  of  215  feet 
across  a  shoal  situated  just  beyond  the  section  of  the  channel  that  had 
been  dredged  to  the  full  width.  This  was  accomplished  in  1893,  and 
no  work  under  the  project  has  been  done  since. 

The  $5,000  referred  to  above  as  expended  on  the  Nanticoke  Biver 
was  applied  under  the  terms  of  the  act  of  August  18,  1894,  to  the 
removal  of  the  bar  which  e:^tended  from  the  railroad  bridge  at  Seaford 
toward  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  appropriated  $5,000  for 
continuing  the  improvement  of  Broad  Greek  Biver,  and  contract  for  its 
expenditure  by  dredging  has  been  made,  the  time  as  extended  for  the 
completion  of  the  work  being  December  31, 1898. 

It  has  been  impracticable  to  obtain  complete  commercial  statistics. 

The  extent  of  the  known  commerce  of  the  river,  however,  justifies 
the  ontiay  for  the  improvement. 

Jnly  1,  1897,  balance  nnexpended $4,990.74 

June  90, 1898,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 125.00 

Jnly  1,1898,  balance  nnexpended 4,805.74 

Jaly  1, 1898,  amonnt  coyerod  by  uncompleted  contracts 4, 805. 74 

tAmonnt  (estimated )  required  for  completion  of  existinff  project 5, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitabl;^  expended  in  fiscal  year  en  ding  June  30, 1900     5, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  roanirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oivil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 14.) 

15.  Nanticoke  River ^  Delaware  and  Maryland, — ^This  river  is  a  tidal 
stream,  its  head  waters  consisting  of  numerous  branches  rising  mainly 
in  the  northern  section  of  Sussex  County,  Del.  The  river  flows  in  a 
south-southwesterly  direction  into  Tangier  Sound,  Chesapeake  Bay,  and 
the  interests  for  the  improvement  of  the  river  center  at  Seaford,  36 
miles  from  the  mouth. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  18, 1894,  appropriated  $5,000  for 
improving  Broad  Creek  Biver,  Delaware,  and  provided  that  as  much  of 
it  as  might  be  necessary  should  be  used  for  the  removal  of  the  bar 
extending  from  the  railroad  bridge  at  Seaford  toward  the  mouth  of  the 
Nanticoke  Biver.  With  this  appropriation  the  channel  was  dredged 
where  necessary  to  a  width  of  100  feet  and  a  depth  of  9  feet  at  mean 
low  water,  from  the  south  side  of  the  railroad  bridge  at  Seaford  to  a 
X)oint  8,000  feet  below.  A  previous  appropriation  for  the  !Nanticoke 
Biver,  in  1886,  was,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  law,  applied 
to  the  stream  known  as  Broad  Creek  Biver,  a  branch  of  the  Kanticoke 
Biyer  extending  to  Laurel. 
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The  project  for  the  improvement  of  the  Kanticoke  River  is  based 
upon  a  survey  made  in  1895,  and  is  for  a  channel  9  feet  deep  at  mean 
law  water  and  100  feet  wide,  the  width  to  be  increased  to  about  150 
feet  at  sharp  turns  of  the  channel,  the  improvements  to  be  extended  to 
within  100  feet  of  the  county  bridge,  where  the  proposed  channel  is  to 
widen  out  fan  shape,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $13,000. 

The  act  of  June  3, 1896,  contains  the  first  appropriation  ($3,000)  for 
this  river,  and  a  contract  has  been  made  for  work  under  the  approved 
project.  The  time  on  this  contract  has  been  extended  to  December  31, 
1898. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  amounted  to  $59.12. 

The  expenditures  during  the  past  year  were  for  office  expenses. 

The  shipments  for  the  year  are  reported  to  have  been  17,015  tons, 
valued  at  $682,694. 

July  ly  1S97,  balance  unexpended $2,940.88 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 125.00 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 2,815.88 

July  1, 1898,  amount  cove^  by  uncompleted  contracts 2, 815. 88 


< 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 10, 000. 00 

Amount  thatcan  be  profitably  expendedin  fiscal  yearendingJnneSO,  1900  3, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 18d7. 

(See  Appendix  1 15.) 

16.  Wicomico  Biver^  Maryland. — ^The  portion  of  the  river  at  and  jusf 
below  Salisbury  has  been  under  improvement  by  the  United  States 
since  1872.  At  that  time  the  navigable  channel^  with  a  minimum  depth 
of  8  feet  at  low  water,  extended  to  a  point  within  2  miles  of  Salisbury. 
The  extreme  upper  portion,  as  far  as  the  milldam  in  the  heart  of  the 
town,  was  quite  shoal,  and  had  an  average  depth  of  only  18  inches  at 
low  tide.  Between  1872  and  1885  a  channel  75  to  nearly  100  feet  wide 
and  7  feet  deep  at  low  water  was  dredged  from  deep  water  below  to 
the  drawbridge  in  the  town  at  a  cost  to  the  Government  of  about  $50,000. 

The  present  project,  based  upon  a  survey  of  the  river  made  in  1889, 
provides  for  a  channel  9  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  that  depth 
below  to  the  drawbridge  at  Salisbury,  the  width  to  be  from  100  to  150 
feet,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $23,200. 

On  June  30, 1897,  $19,473.60  had  been  expended  on  the  present  proj- 
ect, and  the  channel  dredged  to  the  approved  dimensions  from  the 
drawbridge  to  opposite  Williams  Point,  about  5,730  feet  below.  This 
left  about  1  mile  to  be  improved  to  complete  the  project.  No  work  has 
been  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year.  The  entire  amount  expended 
for  the  improvement  of  the  river  to  June  30, 1897,  is  $69,473.60. 

The  contract  for  completing  the  dredging  of  the  river  has  been 
extended  to  December  31, 1898. 

The  commerce  of  the  river,  which  is  quite  varied,  is  reported  for  1897  to 
hilve  been  147,273  tons,  valued  at  $2,467,729.  The  improvement  thus 
far  made  has  facilitated  navigation  and  the  reports  received  indicate  a 
marked  increase  in  the  commerce  of  the  river. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $3,726.40 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 128. 20 

* 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 8,598.20 

(See  Appendix  1 16.) 

17.  Manohin  Biver^  Maryland. — ^Before  improvements  were  commenced 
in  1891  the  depth  of  water  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  at  the  so-called  <<  Mud 
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Flats"  was  between  1  and  2  feet  at  low  tide.  These  flats  are  about  2} 
miles  wide,  and  made  navigation  except  at  high  water  impossible, 
thereby  rendering  the  upper  part  of  the  river,  which  has  a  very  fair 
depth  and  width,  almost  useless  for  extensive  shipping  purposes.  The 
average  rise  of  the  tide  at  the  flats  is  2.6  feet. 

The  adopted  project  for  improvement  is  for  a  channel  6  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water  and  100  feet  wide  from  Locust  Point  to  Sharps  Point, 
embracing  the  section  called  the  ^<Mud  Flats,"  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$30,000. 

Up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  $18,975  had 
been  expended,  and  the  proposed  channel  had  been  made  80  feet  wide 
for  a  length  of  3,520  feet,  beginning  at  the  lower  end,  and  60  feet  wide 
the  remainder  of  the  distance  across  the  ^<Mud  Flats,"  the  depth  - 
throughout  being  6  feet  at  mean  low  water.  Several  abrupt  points  in 
the  upper  river  above  Sharps  Point  had  been  removed,  and  navigation 
upon  the  whole  river  at  low  tide  thereby  greatly  improved.  Nothing 
has  been  done  on  the  improvement  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  but  work 
wiU  soon  be  resumed  at  the  mouth,  and  in  dredgingin  the  river  between 
Dashiells  Greek  and  a  point  known  as  the  Bed  Bridge  or  county  wharf, 
under  a  contract  now  in  operation. 

The  tonnage  in  1891,  when'work  was  begun  on  this  improvement,  was 
144,058  tons,  and  its  valuation  $2,282,630.  Commercial  statistics,  stated 
to  be  incomplete,  for  1896  give  a  tonnage  of  59,704  and  a  valuation  of 
$2,124,628.    None  have  been  received  for  1897. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $4,025.00 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended *4,025.00 

J  oly  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 4, 025. 00 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 9, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  end  mg  June  30, 1900      3, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  -of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 17.) 

18.  PoeamoJce  Bivery  Maryland,— Thi^  river  has  been  under  improve- 
ment by  the  General  Government  since  1878.  In  1879  and  1880  $12,500 
was  expended  on  work  below  Snow  Hill,  chiefly  in  the  rectification  of 
the  channel  by  the  turning  off  of  sharp  angles  aud  giving  increased 
width,  the  depth  of  excavation  being  to  7  feet  at  mean  low  water;  and 
in  1888,  with  an  appropriation  of  $8,000,  a  cutoff  was  made  through 
the  low  neck  of  land  forming  four  abrupt,  bends  just  below  Snow  Hill. 
At  the  close  of  these  operations  there  was  a  channel  not  less  than  80 
feet  wide  and  7  feet  deep  between  Snow  Hill  and  Shad  Landing,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  4^  miles. 

The  present  project  is  based  upon  a  survey  made  in  1 894-95,  and  is  for 
dredging  the  channel  between  Snow  Hill  and  Shad  Landing  to  a  depth 
of  9  feet  at  mean  low  water  and  a  width  of  from  100  to  130  feet,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $14,000.  The  amount  expended  for  the  improvement 
of  this  river  to  June  30, 1897,  is  $24,987.26,  of  which  $20,500  was  on  a 
former  project. 

With  the  appropriation  of  $5,000  made  by  the  river  and  harbor  act 
of  June  3, 1896,  the  channel  was  dredged  in  1897  at  nine  places  between 
Nassawango  Greek  and  the  county  wharf  at  Snow  Hill,  resulting  in  a 
9-foot  channel  at  mean  low  water,  the  width  varying  between  80  and 
130  feet. 

*  Of  thia  amount  $2,000  ia  for  work  in  the  upper  river  not  covered  by  the  pro^Jeot. 
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Ko  work  was  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnezpended .  $512.74 

Jnly  1, 1898;  balance  unexpended 512.74 

Jnly  1, 1898,  ont8t»nding  liabiUties 373.63 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 139.11 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 9, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endine  J  une  30, 1900  3, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 18.) 

19.  Queenstown  Harbor.  Maryland. — ^This  harbor  was  improved  by 
the  General  Oovernment  oetween  the  years  1871  and  1880.  In  the  lat- 
ter year  a  project  for  making  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  8  feet  deep 
at  mean  low  water  from  the  Chester  Biver  to  the  inner  harbor  was 
completed. 

In  1896  Congress  appropriated  $5,000  for  continuing  the  improvement, 
and  with  this  appropriation  the  channel  was  dredged  to  a  depth  of  8} 
feet  at  mean  low  water,  the  work  being  completed  in  Jane,  1897.  The 
amount  expended  to  Jnne  30, 1897,  was  $17,288.73,  of  which  $14,000 
was  on  previous  projects. 

No  work  has  been  done  in  the  past  fiscal  year.  The  expenditures 
were  for  payment  of  outstanding  liabilities,  plotting  work,  etc. 

July  1. 1897,  balance  unexpended $1,711.27 

June  30,1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 473. 75 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,237.52 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  UabiUties 200.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,037.52 

(See  Appendix  1 19.) 

20.  BockhaU  Harbor  and  inner  harbor  at  Bockhally  Md. — ^The  river  and 
harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  appropriated  $9,600  for  Bockhall  Harbor 
for  completing  improvement  in  accordance  with  report  submitted  by 
Oen.  W.  P.  Graighill,  Corps  of  Engineers,  January  7^1895;  also  $7,000 
for  improving  inner  harbor  at  Bockhall,  in  accordance  with  report  sub- 
mitted by  Chief  of  Engineers  in  House  Ex.  Doc  No.  200,  Fifty-third 
Congress^  third  session. 

No  work  had  heretofore  been  done  at  Idie  bar  outside  or  in  the  inner, 
harbor  by  the  General  Government. 

A  project  for  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriations  providing  for  a 
dut  80  feet  in  width  across  the  bar  and  a.cut  100  feet  wide  for  the  chan- 
nel inside  having  been  approved,  a  contract  was  made  for  the  required 
work. 

Under  this  contract  the  cut  across  Swan  Point  Bar  had  been  made 
for  a  length  of  810  feet  from  the  10-foot  curve  in  Swan  Greek,  and  in 
the  inner  harbor  a  cut  had  been  made  100  feet  wide  for  a  length  of  1,300 
feet,  50  feet  wide  for  a  further  length  of  400  feet,  and  25  feet  wide  for 
a  further  length  of  200  feet,  to  the  end  of  June,  1897,  at  which  time  the 
amount  expended  on  the  improvement  was  $699.10. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  ^cal  year  1898  operations  were  in  progress 
in  both  sections  and  were  continued,  with  some  interruption  during  the 
winter,  to  June  1^,  1898.  During  this  time  the  channel  across  Swan 
Point  Bar  was  carried  to  the  10-foot  depth  in  Ghesapeake  Bay,  and  in 
the  inner  harbor  the  channel  was  carried  to  the  old  pier  at  Bockhall, 
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and  a  taming  basin  embracing  both  the  old  and  new  piers  was  made 
at  the  latter  place. .  The  length  of  the  outer  cat  is  4,600  feet  and  the 
width  80  feet,  and  the  width  of  the  inner  cat  is  100  feet.  This  com- 
pletes the  project. 

The  operations  have  resnited  in  acontinnous  10-foot  mean  low- water 
navigation  firom  Bockhall  to  Ghesapeake  Bay,  shortening  the  distance 
to  Baltimore  considerably. 

Jnly  ly  lS97y  balance  unexpended $16,900.90 

Jane  3D,  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year « 14,752.28 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended " 1,148.62 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  Uabilities 1,148.62 

(See  Appendix  I  20.) 

21.  Bemoving  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  navi- 
gation.—  If rccip  of  steamboat  Delate  are.  This  vessel,  formerly  the  P^rry, 
was  a  side- wheel  steamer  152  feet  long,  25  feet  beam,  and  7^  feet  draft, 
and  was  sunk  in  the  Christiana  Biver,  just  above  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Bailroad  drawbridge,  abont  60  feet  offshore,  obstmcting  naviga- 
tion. The  wreck  was  blown  up  with  dynamite  and  the  debris  placed 
on  shore  above  high- water  mark,  at  a  cost  of  $533.46.  The  work  was 
ooiupleted  in  December,  1897. 

Wreck  of  oyster  schooner  Del  May. — ^This  wreck  was  reported  Novem- 
ber 13, 1897.  Upon  examination,  it  was  found  lying  between  Solomons 
Lump  Light  and  Holland  Island  Bar  Light,  in  Ghesapeake  Bay,  Mary- 
land. The  wreck  was  blown  up  and  the  d6bris  removed  and  placed 
above  high  water.  The  work  was  completed  February  7, 1898,  at  a  cost 
of  $991.77. 

Wreck  of  scow  sunk  at  Bothwells  Landing^  in  the  Smyrna  Biver^  Del- 
aMcare. — ^This  was  reported  in  September,  1897.  Operations  for  its 
removal  were  begun  on  June  29, 1898,  and  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year 
were  stilLin  progress. 

Wrecks  of  barges  J.  E.  Oillingham  and  Wm.  E.  Weller. — It  was  reported 
in  March,  1898,  that  there  were  three  submerged  wrecks  at  the  mouth 
of  Elk  Biver,  Maryland,  which  were  endangering  navigation.  Upon 
examination,  one  of  these,  the  J.  E.  Oillingham^  was  found  off  Turkey 
Point;  and  later,  upon  further  search,  the  Wm.  E.  Weller  was  found 
about  a  mile  distant.  Work  on  the  removal  of  the  J.  E.  Oillingham  was 
began  on  June  30, 1898,  and  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  was  still  in 
progress.  The  location  of  wreck  Wm.  E.  Weller  has.  been  buoyed,  and 
the  work  of  removal  suspended  for  the  present  under  instructions  from 
the  War  Department. 

(See  Appendix  I  21.) 

nCPBOVEMENT  OP  PATAPSCO  RIVER  AND  BALTIMORE  HARBOR, 

MARYLAND. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Brig.  Oen.  Peter  0.  Hains,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  October  22, 1897,  and  from 
April  1  to  June  10, 1898,  having  under  his  inmiediate  orders  Lieut. 
Charles  W.  Kutz,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  in  the  temporary  charge  of 
Lieutenant  Kutz  from  October  22,.  1897,  to  April  1, 1898,  and  since  June 
10, 1898. 

1.  Patapsoo  Biver  and  cha/nnel  to  Baltimore^  Md. — Seventeen  feet  at 
mean  low  water  was  originally  the  governing  depth  firom  the  deep  water 
of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  to  Baltimore,  and  vessels  of  over  that  draft 
were  obliged  to  lighter  x)ortions  of  their  cargoes  firom  about  14  miles 
below  to  permit  them  to  reach  the  wharves  of  the  city.    There  were 
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pockets  where  deeper  water  prevailed,  but  they  were  anconnected  by 
any  channel,  natural  oi*  artificial. 

.  To  procure  a  depth  of  22  feet  at  mean  low  water,  with  a  width  of 
150  feet,  was  the  original  project,  and  this  was  adopted  in  1853.  In 
1871  the  project  was  enlarged  to  the  extent  of  a  width  of  400  feet  at 
the  lower  end  of  the  channel,  graduated  to  250  feet  at  its  upper  end, 
with  a  mean  low- water  depth  of  24  feet,  and  this  work  was  completed 
in  1874,  with  a  change  in  the  position  of  one  part  of  the  channel  which 
shortened  the  distance  and  reduced  the  cost  of  maintenance.  In  1892 
a  project  for  27  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water  with  a  width  of  600  feet 
in  the  straight  sections  and  over  1,200  feet  in  the  angles  was  completed, 
the  work  having  been  authorized  in  the  act  of  March  3, 1889.  Another 
change  was  at  the  same  time  made  in  the  direction  of  the  channel  by 
excavating  what  is  now  known  as  the  Out-off  Division.  Appropria- 
tions amounting  to  $100,000  were  made  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
channel  dredg^  under  this  latter  project. 

A  channel  30  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  with  a  bottom  width  of 
600  feet,  widened  in  the  angles,  and  with  side  slopes  of  three  base  to 
one  vertical,  from  Fort  McHenry  to  the  deep  water  of  Chesapeake  Bay, 
was  provided  for  in  the  act  of  June  3, 1896,  and  this  is  the  existing 
project,  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  July  10, 1896.  The  esti- 
mated cost  is  $2,500,000,  with  an  annual  expenditure  of  $50,000  for 
maintenance. 

The  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  up  to  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  was  $3,333,303.23. 

With  $450,000  provided  by  the  act  of  June  3, 1896,  work  was  com- 
menced on  the  existing  project.  A  cut  has  been  made  in  the  middle  of 
the  27-foot  channel,  carrying  it  to  30  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water. 
This  cut  is  230  feet  wide  in  the  Fort  McHenry,  Brewerton,  and  Oraig- 
hill  divisions  and  250  feet  wide  in  the  Gut-oft*  Division.  There  is  now 
a  continuous  channel  30  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  the  deep 
water  of  the  bay  to  Fort  McHenry,  but  its  width  is  not  sufficient  to 
afford  much  relief  to  the  commerce  of  the  port. 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  $107,687^375  in  the  value  of  the  annual 
commerce  since  the  commencement  of  this  improvement. 

The  tonnage  movement  of  the  port  has  been  as  follows: 


Fifloal  year  ending  June  30—         Tons. 

1889 8,243,017 

1890 4,237,361 

1891 4,495,469 

1892 5,224,042 

1893 4,607,176 


Fisoalyear  ending  Jane —  Tcuib. 

1894 4,752,946 

1896 4,794,964 

1896 6,363,894 

1897 6,868,120 

1898 7,339,406 


July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $882,726.77 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 312, 586. 05 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 70,140.72 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 49,054.38 


July  1, 1898,  balance  available  < 


21, 086. 34 


{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 2, 100, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,1900 400,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  J  1.) 

3.  Channel  to  Curtis  Bay^  in  Patapsco  Bivery  Baltimore  Harbor.  Mary- 
land.— Ourtis  Bay  was  onginaUy  a  nearly  circular  harbor,  about  4 
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miles  below  the  city  of  Baltimore,  with  a  natural  depth  of  22  feet  at 
mean  low  water.  It  required  connection  with  the  hiain  ship  channel  to 
Baltimore  to  be  available  for  the  deep-drafb  vessels  using  the  port. 

The  originally  adopted  project  (Annual  Eeport,  Chief  of  Engineers, 
1893,  p.  1249)  was  for  a  channel  150  feet  wide  at  bottom  and  a  depth 
of  27  feet  at  mean  low  water  from  the  main  ship  channel  in  the  Patapsco 
River  to  Curtis  Bay,  at  a  cost  of  $85,000.  A  channel  of  that  width, 
but  of  25  feet  depth,  was  completed  in  1893  with  an  appropriation  of 
$28,000,  made  in  1892. 

The  amount  expended  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1897,  was  $28,000. 

The  channel  dredged  answers  all  present  needs  of  the  navigation 
and  commerce  of  the  bay,  and  the  appropriation  of  $12,000  in  the  act 
of  August  18, 1894,  is  unexpended. 

^Nothing  was  expended  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  and 
the  channel  remains  with  the  same  dimensions  as  at  June  30, 1897. 

Curtis  Bay  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Baltimore.  Owing  to  the 
destruction  by  fire  of  a  sugar  refinery  there,  its  commerce  has  not 
increased  since  the  existing  channel  was  completed,  although  the 
refinery  has  been  reconstructed. 

Jalj  1, 1897,  balance  anexpended 4.  $12,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 12,  CDO.  00 

(See  Api>endix  J  2.) 

5.  Harbor  of  southwest  Baltimore  {l^^ng  Gar^),  Md. — ^The  original 
condition  of  the  navigable  channel  way  was  that  it  had  a  controlling 
depth  of  15  feet  at  mean  low  water  in  one  portion,  although  the  depth 
was  greater  in  others.  The  width  was  contracted,  but  varying,  the 
least  being  about  100  feet.  Navigation  was  not  available  for  the  deep- 
draft  vessels  of  tiie  port  of  Baltimore. 

The  originally  adopted  project  (Annual  Beport,  Chief  of  Engineers, 
1896,  pp.  1005, 1006,  and  1007)  was  for  a  channel  27  feet  deep  at  mean 
low  water,  100  feet  wide  at  bottom,  with  side  slopes  of  1  on  3,  Irom  the 
main  ship  channel  near  Fort  McHenry  to  the  foot  of  Eutaw  street,  with 
a  tnrning  basin  400  by  400  feet  near  the  upper  end,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $314,000. 

There  had  been  no  expenditures  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1897. 

The  condition  of  the  improvement  June  30, 1897,  is  as  stated  in  the 
first  paragraph. 

There  were  no  operations  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the 
appropriation  of  $5,000,  in  the  act  of  June  3, 1896,  being  too  small  to 
accomplish  any  useful  result. 

This  harbor  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Baltimore,  and  the  com- 
mercial statistics  of  that  port  include  it. 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  of  June  3, 1896 $6,000.00 

Jnly  1, 1^,  balance  unexpended 5,000.00 

(Amoont  (oBtimaied)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 309, 000. 00 
Amount  uia t  can  be  prontably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  June  30, 1900    25, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4^  1897. 

(See  Appendix  J  3.) 

4.  Bemoving  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  naviga- 
tion— Schooners  Three  Brothers  and  Fleming. — ^These  vessels  were  sunk 
in  tiie  Chesapeake  Bay,  the  former  August  30, 1897,  in  the  ship  channel 
leading  to  the  port  of  Baltimore,  and  the  latter  August  3, 1897,  near  it. 

Bna  98- 12 
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Both  were  obstmctio^s  to  navigation.  They  were  removed  by  parchaee 
of  material  in  open  market  and  hire  of  labor,  the  work  being  completed 
November  18, 1897,  at  a  total  cost  of  $156.87. 

(See  Appendix  J  4.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  POTOMAG  RIVER  AND  ITS  TRIBUTARIES,  OF  JAMES 
RIVER.  VIRGINIA,  AND  OF  CERTAIN  RIVERS  IN  VIRGINIA  ON  WK8TERN 
SHORE  OF  CHESAPEAKE  BAY—PROTECTION  OF  JAMESTOWN  ISLAND, 
VIRGINIA. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Lieut  Ool.  Ohas.  J.  Allen,  Oorps  of 
Engineers,  with  Mty.  J.  J,  Morrow,  IT.  S.  Yolanteers,  fir^t  lieutenant, 
Oorps  of  Engineers,  under  his  immediate  orders. 

1.  Potomac  River  at  Washington^  D.  0. — The  Potomac  River  is  navi- 
gable for  vessels,  both  steam  and  sail,  from  its  mouth  to  Georgetown, 
D.  0.,  a  distance  of  113  miles.  At  Washington  it  changes  its  charac- 
ter from  a  distinctly  fluvial  to  a  tidal  stream.  The  tide  rises  as  far  up 
as  Little  Falls,  3  miles  above  Georgetown,  but  the  flood  current  is  not 
perceptible  above  the  latter.  The  mean  range  of  tides  at  Washington 
is  3  feet. 

At  Little  Falls,  the  actual  head  of  navigation,  the  width  of  the  river 
at  low  tide  is  150  feet.  The  width  just  above  the  Aqueduct  Bridge, 
which  crosses  the  river  at  Georgetown,  is  about  1,200  feet.  Below  this 
bridge,  along  the  water  front  of  Georgetown,  the  width  of  the  river 
gradually  decreases  for  a  distance  of  one-half  mile  to  the  foot  of  Thirty- 
flrst  street,  where  the  width  is  730  feet.  This  part  of  the  river  is  known 
as  Georgetown  Harbor,  and  its  navigation  was  formerly  obstructed  by 
several  dangerous  rocks,  which  were  removed  in  1S76  and  1883-1885. 
The  depth  obtained  over  these  rocks  by  the  improvement  was  20  feet  at 
low  tide,  which  is  now  the  ruling  depth  in  the  harbor.  Georgetown  has 
a  wharf  frontage  of  4,000  feet,  extending  from  the  Aqueduct  Bridge  to 
the  mouth  of  Bock  Greek.  At  Easbys  Point,  1  mile  below  the  bridge, 
the  river  width  is  974  feet.  Prior  to  the  reclamation  of  the  flats  the 
width  of  river  sharply  increased  from  Easbys  Point  to  about  6,000  feet 
off  the  foot  of  Seventeenth  street,  about  four-flfbhs  of  a  mile  below,  and 
this  last-named  width  substantially  continued  to  Giesboro  Point,  nearly 
4  miles  below  Easbys.  Over  a  great  part  of  this  width  there  was  a 
large  deposit  of  the  sediment  carried  by  the  river,  resulting  in  the  for- 
mation of  bars  in  the  channel  and  of  wide  flats  on  the  left  bank. 

There  were,  in  1792,  three  channels  in  this  part  of  the  river,  but  since 
1834  there  have  been  but  two,  viz,  the  main,  formerly  called  the  George- 
town, but  now  known  as  the  Yirginia  Channel,  and  the  Washington 
Channel. 

Long  Bridge,  li  miles  below  Easbys  Point,  crosses  both  channels. 
The  Virginia  Channel  was  obstructed  by  two  bars.  The  upper  bar 
extended  from  Long  Bridge  to  about  one-half  mile  below  Easbys  Point. 
The  ruling  depth  on  this  bar  was  8  feet  in  1857,  while  in  1871  it  was  10 
feet;  in  1873  it  was  13^  feet,  and  in  1881 15  feet.  The  improvement  was 
due  to  frequent  dredging,  but  aftor  every  freshet  the  dredged  channel 
was  nearly  obliterated.  The  lower  bar,  3,200  feet  long,  was  near  Gies- 
boro Point,  and  in  1874  had  a  ruling  depth  of  14  feet,  which  was  increased 
by  dredging  in  1874-75  to  16  feet.  This  was  the  ruling  depth  in  1881. 
Between  these  two  bars  the  channel  had  depths  of  20  to  30  feet.  Below 
Long  Bridge  the  Washington  Channel  was  shoal;  its  ruling  depth  in 
1878  was  10  feet  for  the  greater  part  of  the  wharf  front.  Off  the  foot  of 
N  street  the  depth  increased  to  12  feet,  thence  gradually  deepened  to  22 
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feet  off  Oreenleaf  Point  where  the  Anaoostia  Biver  enters  the  Potomac. 

The  depth  in  the  Washington  Channel  had  been  increased  by  dredg- 
ing, so  that  in  1881  a  depth  of  16  feet  conld  be  found  along  the  greater 
part  of  the  wharf  fh>nt. 

The  flats,  which,  under  the  conditions  above  noted,  had,  prior  to  the 
present  project,  been  in  gradual  process  of  formation  for  a  long  time, 
extended  fh>m  the  Washington  shore  to  the  edge  of  the  Virginia  Ohan- 
neL  Between  Easbys  Point  and  the  old  Seventeenth  street  wharf  a 
large  area,  in  some  places  1,500  feet  wide,  had  been  raised  by  accre- 
tions to  a  height  of  about  a  foot  above  mean  low  tide.  Large  quanti- 
ties of  sewage  were  carried  at  high  tide  over  these  flats  and  distributed 
by  the  flow  among  the  rank  growth  of  sedges  and  aquatic  plants  with 
which  the  flats  were  covered.  As  the  tide  fell  this  mass  of  sewage  was 
left  exposed  to  the  rays  of  the  sun.  These  conditions  combined  to  gen- 
erate effluvia  which  rendered  the  adjacent  portions  of  the  city  almost 
uninhabitable,  and  at  the  same  time  were  reported  as  causing  malarial 
aud  other  diseases. 

Thepredent,  which  is  the  original,  project  for  improvement  was  adopted 
by  the  act  of  Gongi*ess  of  August  2, 1882.  It  has  for  its  object  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  river  by  widening  and  deepening  its 
channels,  reclamation  of  the  flats  by  depositing  on  them  the  material 
dredged  firom  the  channels,  the  freeing  of  the  Washington  Channel,  so 
far  as  it  can  be  done,  of  sewage,  and  the  establishment  of  harbor  lines 
beyond  which  no  wharves  shall  be  built.  To  effect  these  the  project 
provided  for  20  feet  depth  in  the  channels  at  low  water,  for  filling  in 
the  flats  to  a  height  of  3  feet  above  the  flood  plane  of  1877,  and  for  a 
tidal  reservoir  or  basin  above  Long  Bridge,  to  be  provided  with  inlet 
and  outlet  gates  of  ample  dimensions,  to  work  automatically,  and  so 
arranged  as  to  admit  of  the  basin  being  filled  from  the  Virginia  Channel 
on  the  flood  tide  and  discharged  into  the  Washington  Channel  on  the 
ebb.  An  ample  system  of  c&ainage  for  the  reclaimed  area  was  also 
contemplated. 

A  training  dike  on  the  Virginia  shore,  extending  downstream  from 
the  foot  of  Analostan  Island,  was  added  to  the  project  in  1890. 

The  project  also  provides  for  the  rebuilding  of  Long  Bridge  at  an 
early  x>eriod  during^ the  progress  of  the  improvement,  with  wide  spans 
upon  piers  offering  the  least  possible  obstruction  to  the  flow  of  the 
water  and  the  interception  of  all  sewage  now  discharged  into  the 
Washington  Channel  and  its  conveyance  to  the  James  Creek  sewer 
canal,  but  neither  of  these  works  was  included  in  the  estimated  cost 
of  the  improvement,  which  was  92,716,365.  The  estimate,  as  revised 
in  1897,  is  $2,953,020. 

The  total  of  appropriations  for  this  improvement  from  August  2, 
1882,  to  June  3, 1896  (the  date  of  the  last  appropriation),  is  $2,285,000. 

The  amount  expended  to  include  June.  30, 1897,  was  $2,162,493.84. 
The  exi)enditure  resulted  in  the  dredging  of  a  channel  20  feet  deep  and 
550  feet  wide  through  the  bar  above  Long  Bridge  and  in  restoring  the 
standard  20-foot  navigation  by  redredging  shoals  due  to  freshets;  in 
increasing  the  width  of  the  natural  channel  just  below  Long  Bridge 
by  50  to  500  feet  and  in  deepening  it  to  20  feet;  in  dredging  a  channel 
350  feet  wide  and  20  feet  deep  through  the  bar  in  the  Virginia  Chan- 
nel near  Giesboro  Point;  in  dredging  the  Washington  Channel  to  a 
width  of  400  feet  and  a  depth  of  20  feet  for  a  navigation  channel,  and 
in  dredging  between  this  navigation  channel  and  the  wall  of  the  adja- 
cent reclaimed  area  to  a  depth  of  12  feet;  in  diedging  at  the  junction 
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of  the  Washington  and  Virginia  channels;  in  dredging  the  tidal  res- 
ervoir (111  acres)  to  a  depth  of  about  8  feet;  in  the  construction  of  the 
reservoir  outlet  and  in  construction  of  35,289  linear  feet  of  sea  wall 
and  5,965  linear  feet  of  training  dike. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  a  part  of  the  old  sea  wall  of  Section  III, 
along  the  Washington  Channel  at  the  lower  end  of  the  flats,  was 
relaid.  This  work  was  done  by  hired  labor.  A  small  amount  of  dredg- ' 
ing,  by  contract,  was  also  done  in  the  Virginia  Channel.  The  contract 
was  made  March  9, 1897,  for  dredging  to  be  done  under  the  appro- 
priation of  $100,000  made  June  3,  1896,  for  this  improvement.  The 
contract  work  was  to  commence  on  or  before  July  1,  1897,  and  be 
completed  on  or  before  October  1, 1898.  Several  attempts  were  made 
by  the  contractor  to  start  his  dredge,  but  without  success,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  fiscal  year  no  further  dredge  work  had  been  accomplished. 

No  dredging  of  importance  having  been  done  in  the  Virginia  Channel 
since  1894,  the  depth  above  Long  Bridge  has  decreased  in  places,  owing 
to  deposit  of  material  from  freshets,  and,  as  a  result,  deeeply  laden  ves- 
sels boutd  to  or  from  Georgetown  are  at  present  obliged  to  wait  for  the 
flood  tide,  or  to  lighter,  in  order  to  be  able  to  proceed  to  their  destina- 
tions. Dredging  will  remedy  this.  With  the  exception  of  the  present 
dif&culty  in  the  Virginia  Channel,  the  benefits  to  commerce  and  navi- 
gation from  the  improvement  have  been  marked.  Vessels  using  the 
channels  have  been  loaded  more  heavily  than  could  formerly  be  done. 
The  value  of  the  commerce  to  be  benefited  may  be  judged  by  examina- 
tion of  the  following  table  showing  the  commerce  of  the  port  of  Wash- 
ington, in  tons,  from  1887  to  1897,  inclusive: 

TonB. 

1887 618,972 

1888 581,575 

1889 488,680 

1890 519,696 

1891 551,219 

1892 766,954 

The  sum  asked  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1900,  is  to  be 
applied  to  work  in  furtherance  of  the  project. 

Congress,  by  act  approved  March  3, 1897,  set  aside  the  reclaimed 
flats,  together  with  the  tidal  reservoirs,  as  a  public  park  under  the 
name  of  the  Potomac  Park,  to  be  forever  held  and  used  as  a  park  for 
the  recreation  and  pleasure  of  the  people. 

Jaly  1, 1897p  balance  unexpended $122,506.16 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 24, 266. 52 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 98,239.64 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 441.00 

July  1, 1898, balance  available 97,798.64 


Tons. 

1893 653,433 

1894 644,588 

1895 693,450 

1896 723,657 

1897 523,498 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 668, 020. 00 

Amountthat  can  beprofitably  expendeain  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  100, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K 1.) 

2.  Occoquan  Creek^  Virginia. — Occoquan  Creek  is  a  tributary  of  the 
Potomac  Eiver,  which  it  enters  about  25  miles  below  Washington,  D.C. 
The  stream  is  navigable  from  its  mouth  at  Saudy  Point  to  the  town  of 
Occoquan,  a  distance  of  4  miles.  Navigation  was  obstructed  by  four 
bars,  which  were  improved  between  1873  and  1880  by  dredging  and 
dike  construction,  so  as  to  secure  a  navigable  depth  of  about  6  feet  at 
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low  tide.  Fonr  appropriations  were  made  from  1873  to  1878,  amounting 
to  $25,000,  and  in  1880  the  improvement  was  regarded  as  completed. 
In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August 
11, 1888,  a  new  survey  of  the  creek  was  made  in  1889.  The  survey 
showed  that  of  the  channels  dredged  through  Lower  Mud,  Upper  Mud, 
Sand,  and  Occoquan  bars,  all,  excepting  that  dredged  through  Upper 
Mud  Bar,  had  filled  in  from  2  to  3  feet  in  depth  since  1880.  The  act  of 
September  19, 1890,  appropriated  $10,000  for  improving  the  creek. 

The  project  adopted  December  5, 1890,  for  the  new  (present)  improve- 
ment comprises  dredging  of  channels  6  feet  deep  and  from  100  to  150 
feet  wide  through  the  four  bars  and  .construction  of  dikes  required  to 
secure  the  depths  obtained  by  dredging.  Estimated  cost  of  the  project, 
145,000. 

The  total  of  appropriations  for  the  improvement  from  September  19, 
1890,  to  and  including  June  3, 1896,  is  $22,500. 

The  amount  expended  upon  the  improvement,  to  include  June  30, 1897, 
was  $20,035.  It  resulted  in  the  dredging  of  channels  from  100  to  150 
feet  in  width  and  from  6  to  8  feet  in  depth  through  the  four  bars  named, 
and  in  constructing  a  total  of  1,585  linear  feet  of  dike. 
A  small  amount  of  dredging  was  done  during  the  season  of  1897. 
The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1898,  resulted  in  securing  a  depth  of  6 
feet  through  all  the  bars  to  the  town  of  Occoquan. 

The  work  remaining  to  be  done  to  complete  the  project  is  extension 
of  the  dike  at  Sand  Bar,  construction  of  a  dike  at  Upper  Mud,  and 
such  dredging  as  may  be  necessary  to  restore  the  channel  dimensions 
called  for  by  the  project.  Owing  to  the  action  of  freshets  in  the  upper 
part,  and  to  the  great  width  of  the  lower  part  of  the  stream  and  cross 
tidal  cnrrents  in  the  latter,  it  is  probable  that  occasional  redredging 
will  be  required  to  maintain  the  depth  even  after  the  essential  features 
of  the  project  shall  be  completed.  The  project  is  not,  therefore,  regarded 
as  capable  of  permanent  completion  as  regards  d^redging. 

The  sum  of  $4,000  can  be  profitably  expended  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  Jane  30, 1900,  in  extension  and  construction  of  dikes  and  in 
dredging. 

The  work  done  under  the  appropriations  for  this  improvement  has 
been  of  material  benefit  to  the  trade  and  commerce  connected  with 
this  locality  by  increasing  the  original  ruling  depth  of  3  feet  at  low  tide 
to  6  feet,  thus  obviating  the  delays  due  to  waiting  for  tides  and  increas- 
ing the  available  draft  of  vessels  navigating  the  creek.  In  this  con- 
nection attention  is  invited  to  the  comparative  table  of  commercial 
statistics  appended  to  this  report.  The  articles  carried  through  the 
channel  are  mostly  sand  (for  building),  railroad  ties,  piles,  and  wood; 
coal,  fertilizers,  flour,  and  gr^in,  and  miscellaneous  articles,  being  small 
in  amount: 

BecdpU  and  shipments  by  water. 


Year. 


1»1 

1892 

1894 

1896 

180« - '. 

1897 e. 

Total  for  six  years 


Tons. 


8,205 
56,705 

8,000 
10, 475 
41, 670 
15.835 


141,790 


Of  the  total  tonDage  81^400  tons  waa  sand. 
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Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  nnaxpended $2, 466. 00 

June  30,  ISOS,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2, 395. 98 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 69.02 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existiuy  project 22, 500. 00 
Amounttnatcanbeprontablyexpendedinfiscalyearending  June30,1900     4, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  raquirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  2.) 

3.  Aquia  Oreeh,  Virginia. — ^This  creek  enters  the  Potomac  River  41 
miles  l^ow  Washington.  It  is  navigable  to  Wharton  Landing,  about 
7^  miles  above  its  mouth.  The  dreek  has  a  well-defined  channel  60  to 
200  feet  wide  in  its  upper  part;  the  depth  was  originally  2  to  17  feet. 
At  a  point  about  4J  miles  above  the  mouth,  called  the  Narrows,  the 
stream  suddenly  expands  into  a  bay  1,000  to  6,000  feet  wide,  resulting 
in  a  continuous  shoal,  on  which  the  depth  ranged  generally  m>m  2  to  4 
feet,  increasing  to  7  feet  near  the  mouth.  About  3  miles  above  the 
mouth  the  creek  is  crossed  by  a  trestle  bridge  of  the  Richmond,  Fred- 
ericksburg and  Potomac  Railroad.    The  bridge  has  a  draw  28  feet  wide. 

From  1872  to  1878,  both  years  inclusive,  Congress  appropriated 
$10,500  for  improving  the  creek.  The  amount  was  expended  in  dredg- 
ing between  Davis  Point,  one-third  mile  below  the  bridge,  and  Whar- 
ton Landing. 

A  new  survey  was  authorized  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August 
11, 1888,  and  made  in  1889.  It  showed  that  considerable  .filling  had 
occurred  below  the  railroad  bridge. 

The  result  of  this  survey  was  the  adoption  of  a  new  project,  approved 
December  4, 1890,  providing  for  the  dredging  of  a  channel  80  feet  wide 
and  to  a  depth  of  6  feet,  where  less  than  that  depth  existed  between 
the  mouth  and  the  Narrows.  The  cost  of  the  project  was  estimated  as 
$40,000,  but  it  was  afterwards  reduced  to  $21,000. 

The  amount  expended  under  this  project  to  include  June  30, 1897, 
was  $17,412.10.  The  work  done  under  this  expenditure  resulted  in  a 
channel  6  feet  deep  and  80  feet  wide  through  the  greater  part  of  the 
shoal  between  the  mouth  and  a  point  one-fourth  of  a  mile  below  the 
Narrows,  a  total  distance  of  4^  miles. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  June  3, 1896,  the  channel  was  dredged 
during  the  season  of  1897,  the  result  being  a  completed  channel  80  i^t 
wide  and  6  feet  deep  between  the  mouth  of  the  creek  and  the  Narrows. 
This  work  completed  the  project,  consequently  no  further  appropriation 
is  needed. 

The  work  done  has  been  of  benefit  to  the  existing  trade  of  the  creek 
by  enabling  vessels  trading  there  to  pass  the  long  shoal  below  the 
Narrows  into  the  upper  part  of  the  creek. 

The  trade  of  the  creek  is  chiefiy  in  tobacco  and  railroad  ties;  8,000 
tons  of  the  former  and  10,000  of  the  latter  are  reported  as  among  the 
shipments  for  1895,  the  statistics  for  that  year  being  the  latest  available. 

The  total  of  appropriations  applicable  to  the  project  of  1890  amounts 
to  $21,000,  of  which  $20,287.39  was  expended  to  the  dose  of  the  fiscal 
year  1898. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $3,687.90 

June  30;  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2,875.29 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 712.61 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilitiea 65.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 647.61 

[See  Appendix  K  3.) 
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4,  Komini  Creekj  Virginia. — I^oinini  Greek  enters  the  Potomac  Eiver 
from  the  right  bank  about  82  miles  below  Washington.  In  1872  its 
navigation  was  obstructed  by  a  bar  of  oyster  shells  and  sand  at  its 
mouUi,  over  which  but  3  feet  could  be  carried  at  low  tide.  There  was  a 
strong  cross  current  just  within  the  mouth.  After  passing  the  bar  the 
stream  widens,  and  8  feet  can  be  carried  for  about  3^  miles  to  Nomini 
Ferry,  while  5  feet  can  be  carried  for  about  6  miles  above  the  mouth. 

The  project  for  improvement,  adopted  in  1873,  provided  for  dredging 
ft  channel  through  the  bar  100  feet  wide  and  9  feet  deep.  The  width 
was  increased  to  150  feet  in  1879  in  order  to  meet  the  increased  trade. 
In  1886  the  project  was  again  modified  by  increasing  the  proposed  width 
to  200  feet  at  a  cost  of  $62,500.  In  1888  the  estimate  was  increased  to 
$72,500,  the  channel  having  shoaled  on  account  of  suspension  of  work 
from  1883  to  1889.  It  was  difficult  to  secure  permanent  results,  the 
channel  being  exposed  to  north  and  northwest  winds  and  to  cross-tidal 
currents.  The  deterioration  of  the  channel  outside  White  Point  was 
thought  to  be  largely  due  to  material  carried  into  the  channel  by  the 
flood  and  ebb  currents  of  Gurrioman  Bay.  In  order  to  maintain  the 
channel,  the.  project  was  modified  in  1890  to  embrace  the  following: 
The  dredged  channel  to  be  150  feet  wide  and  9  feet  deep,  a  jetty  to  be 
constructed  from  White  Point  on  the  east  and  one  from  Cedar  Island 
on  the  west,  dikes  to  be  built  inside  White  Point  to  check  the  cross- 
currents; estimated  revised  cost,  $72,500.  Examination  made  in  1897 
showed  that  the  east  jetty  should  be  made  400  feet  longer,  and  that  both 
jetties  should  be  made  higher  than  originally  projected,  the  increased 
cost  bringing  the  estimate  up  to  (105,000. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  (57,511.36.  It  resulted 
in  the  excavation  of  a  channel  150  feet  wide  and  9  feet  deep  and  the 
construction  of  819  linear  feet  of  the  east  jetty.  The  channel  inside 
and  near  White  Point  Shoal  had  shoaled  slightly,  while  the  outer 
channel  had  shoaled  about  one  foot.  The  ruling  depth  through  the 
channel  at  low  tide  was  8  feet. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  outer  channel  was 
redredg^,  as  far  as  the  available  funds  would  permit,  and  the  standard 
depth  of  9  feet  restored  in  the  greater  part  of  the  channel,  though  the 
ruling  depth  is  8  feet.    The  work  was  done  by  contract. 

The  total  of  freight  transported  through  the  channels  under  improve- 
ment, 1889-1897,  is  186,470  tons.  The  freight  carried  was  coal,  form 
produce,  grain,  lumber,  oysters,  railroad  ties,  general  merchandise,  and 
wood.    The  tonnage  by  years  is  given  below. 

The  work  required  for  completion  of  the  project  is  completion  of  the 
east  jetty,  construction  of  the  west  jetty,  and  some  redredging  of  the 
channels. 

The  sum  asked  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900,  is  to  be  applied 
to  jetty  construction  and  dredging. 


Tonnage  (jf  yeari. 


1801 


Tons. 


18.542 
15,826 
62,300 
a21,000 
17,668 


1884 
1896 
1896 
1897 


Tom. 


25,100 

16,250 

7,425 

7,370 


•This  statement  is  for  sailing  Teasels  only.     The  steamers  cany  the  great  balk  of  grain  tad 
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July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $2,488.64 

Jane  SiO,  18^^  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 2, 426.70 

Jaly  1;  1898,  balance  unexpended 61.85 

(Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 45, 000. 00 
Amoantthatcanbeprontably  expendedinfiscalyearending  Jane30, 1900      6, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyil  act  of  June  i,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  4.) 

5.  Lower  Machodoc  Oreeky  Virginia^ — ^Tbis  creek  is  a  tidal  estnary  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Potomac  Biver  and  abont  85  miles  below  Wash- 
ington, D.  O.  It  has  a  navigable  length  of  about  4  miles.  The  width 
between  banks  at  the  mouth  is  1  mile,  and  between  the  12-foot  contours 
the  channel  width  exceeds  3,000  feet.  The  lower  part  of  the  creek,  for 
a  distance  of  1^  miles  above  the  mouth,  is  three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  1 
mile  in  width,  with  a  navigable  depth  of  13  feet,  affording  a  safe  harbor 
during  northeast  to  southeast  storms. 

At  the  !N^arrows,  2  miles  above  the  mouth,  the  stream  suddenly  con- 
tracts to  a  width  of  650  feet,  and  the  channel  is  obstructed  by  a  sand 
bar  over  which  but  4  feet  could  be  carried  at  low  tide.  This  bar  con- 
stituted the  principal  obstruction  to  navigation. 

After  passing  Karrows  Bar  a  depth  of  10  to  14  feet  is  found  in  the 
channel,  gradually  shoaling  to  about  9  feet  near  "Oupelo  Point,''  3 
miles  above  the  mouth,  and  thence  to  about  6  feet  at  Drum  Bay,  the 
head  of  navigation,  4  miles  above  the  mouth. 

The  present  approved  project,  adopted  November  29, 1892,  provides 
for  dredging  a  channel  150  feet  wide  and  9  feet  deep  at  low  tide  through 
the  bar  at  the  Karrows,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $15,000. 

The  total  of  appropriations,  to  include  that  of  $1,500  by  act  of  June  3, 
1896,  is  $7,500. 

The  total  amount  expended  to  include  June  30, 1897,  was  $5,934.40. 
It  resulted  in  a  channel  through  Farrows  Bar  150  feet  wide  and  6  feet 
deep  on  the  sides,  a  depth  of  9  feet  existing  over  a  width  of  85  to  110 
feet  in  midchannel. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  9-foot  channel  was  widened  on  the  left 
side  and  some  shoals,  which  had  formed  since  the  previous  dredging, 
were  removed.  Owing  to  the  small  appropriation  the  amount  of  dredg- 
ing was  limited.  Upon  its  completion  the  width  of  the  9-foot  channel 
was  from  90  to  110  feet. 

The  benefit  to  navigation  and  commerce  firom  the  work  done  is  some- 
what prospective,  for  the  reason  that  the  bar,  through  which  dredging 
has  been  done,  completely  closed  the  creek  to  steamers,  and  it  has  only 
been  since  April,  1896,  that  they  have  been  enabled  to  enter  the  creek. 

Eepeated  efforts  have  been  made  to  obtain  commercial  statistics  for 
this  work,  but  without  success. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $1,565.60 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1, 472. 30 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 93.30 

'Amount  ^estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 7, 500. 00 

Amount  tnat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900     3, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  5.) 

6.  Rappahannock  Biver y  Virginia. — The  Bappahannock  Biver  is  navi- 
gable ffom  its  mouth  in  Chesapeake  Bay  to  Fredericksburg,  Ya^j  a 
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distance  of  106  miles.  The  lower  part  of  the  river  has  the  character 
of  a  tidal  estaary,  the  width  varyiug  from  1  to  3.5  miles.  The  ruling 
depth  at  the  month  is  5  fathoms,  and  this  depth  holds  to  Jones  Point, 
28  miles  above,  while  17  feet  can  be  carried  to  within  1  mile  of  Tappa- 
bannock,  which  is  41  miles  from  the  mouth.  Above  Tappahannock  the 
river  has  a  tortuous  course^  and  above  Port  Eoyal,  29  miles  from  Fred- 
ericksburg, it  flows  between  high  banks.  The  width  at  Fredericksburg 
is  atx)ut  350  feet,  gradually  increasing  to  about  1,500  feet  at  Port 
Soyal.  In  1871,  prior  to  the  inception  of  the  improvement,  6  feet 
conld  be  carried  to  within  a  mile  of  Fredericksburg,  and  thence  4  feet 
to  the  town. 

The  obstructions  to  navigation  before  improvement  was  undertaken 
were  nine  bars  between  Tappahannock  and  Fredericksburg,  over 
which  the  ruling  depths  were  from  4  to  10^  feet.  The  chief  obstruc- 
tioDS  were  in  the  12^  miles  of  river  below  Fredericksburg,  and  where 
8e?en  of  the  bars  were  found.  Of  these  bars,  Fredericksburg  Bar, 
with  a  least  depth  of  4  feet,  and  Spottswood  Bar,  4  miles  below  Fred- 
ericksburg, with  a  least  depth  of  6  feet,  caused  the  most  delay  to 
steamboats  and  vessels. 

The  original  project,  .approved  in  1871,  was  to  secure  a  channel  100 
feet  wide  and  10  feet  deep  by  dredging  and  the  construction  of  dikes 
from  Fredericksburg  to  Tappahannock,  the  wrecks  obstructing  the 
channel  to  be  removed.    The  first  estimate  of  the  cost  of  this  improve- 
ment was  $83,760.    In  1879  the  project  was  amended  so  as  to  provide 
for  dredging  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  10  feet  deep  through  the  bars 
between  Fredericksburg  and  Port  Eoyal,  and  one  200  feet  wide  and  15 
feet  deep  between  Port  Eoyal  and  Tappahannock,  for  a  larger  class  of 
vessels;  the  depths  secured  by  dredging  to  be  maintained  by  a  system 
of  wing  dams  and  training  dikes,  to  be  built  of  piles  and  sheet  piling, 
or  of  piles  and  brush  or  logs,  the  dikes  being  also  required  in  some  cases 
to  secure  the  dredged  material  from  being  carried  back  into  the  river. 
The  total  cost  of  the  revised  project,  which  is  the  present  approved 
project,  was  estimated  as  $381,500. 

llie  appropriations  for  this  work  firom  March  3, 1871,  to  June  3, 1896, 
aggregate  $252,500. 

The  total  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $242,547.37.  The 
results  of  the  expenditure  were  the  partial  improvement  of  seven  bars 
between  Fredericksburg  and  Port  Boyal  by  means  of  dredging,  and 
construction  of  dikes  and  the  removal  of  aU  wrecks  which  obstructed 
navigation. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  proposals  were  invited  for  dredging  at 
Fredericksburg  Bar  and  for  rock  excavation  near  the  lower  end  of  the 
bar,  in  connection  with  dredging  proposed  at  Urbana  Greek.  But 
one  proposal  was  received,  and  the  price  for  dredging  at  Fredericks- 
bnrg  Bar  was  so  high  that  the  bid  was  rejected.  The  work  will  be 
again  ofiered  for  contract  in  July. 

The  work  already  done  has  been  of  material  relief  to  existing  navi- 
gation in  enabling  vessels  which  were  formerly  detained  at  Spottswood 
Bar,  4  miles  below  Fredericksburg,  to  reach  the  latter  at  all  stages  of 
the  tide. 

A  draft  of  9  feet  or  more  can  now  be  carried  over  the  bars  below 
Fredericksburg,  Spottswood  Bar  excepted,  where  the  ruling  depth  is 
SJ2  feet.  At  Fredericksburg  Bar,  the  head  of  navigation  and  a  few 
miles  below  the  head  of  tide  water,  new  deposits  of  sand  are  formed 
by  each  recurring  freshet,  and  the  annual  reports  for  a  number  of  years 
past  have  referred  to  the  necessity  of  an  annual  appropriation  of  $7,500 
for  removal  of  such  deposits. 
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The  work  remaining  to  complete  the  project  is  continuation  of  dredg- 
ing and  dike  construction  necessary  to  secure  the  required  dimensions 
of  channel. 

The  value  of  the  improvement  may  be  inferred  firom  an  examination 
of  the  following  table  of  commercial  statistics :  . 


Tonnage  fo^-  Tons. 

1888 83,600 

1890 83,830 

1892 •126,333 

1893 •141,750 


Tonnaire  for — 


inage 
1894. 


Tons. 

•144,070 

1895 •161,466 

1896 •161,196 

1897 •168,108 


The  principal  articles  of  commerce  are  grain,  oysters,  fertilizers,  cat- 
tle, farm  produce,  and  general  merchandise. 

The  sum  of  $10,000  is  estimated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  to  be  expended  in  dredging  and  dike  work  at  the  bars  just  below 
Fredericksburg. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $9,962.63 

Jane  30, 189^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 63.01 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended ,..'....      9,889.62 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabUitieB .- 1.12 

July  1, 1898,  balance availAble 9,888.50 


{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 129, 000. 00 
Amountthatcanbeprofitablyexpendedinfisoalyearendmg  June30, 1900    10, 000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  6.) 

7.  Urhana  Oreeky  Virginia. — ^IJrbana  Greek  enters  Bappahannock 
Biver  from  the*  right  bank  at  a  point  about  16  miles  above  its  mouth. 
In  1874  a  bar  existed  outside  the  mouth  over  which  but  6J  feet  depth 
could  be  carried  at  low  tide.  In  1882  a  shoal  within  the  creek,  having 
a  least  depth  of  7  feet,  and  near  the  town  of  TJrbana,  was  regarded  as 
obstructing  steamboat  navigation. 

The  project  for  improvement  adopted  in  1879  comprised  excavation 
of  a  channel  150  feet  wide  and  10  feet  deep  through  the  outer  bar. 
Estimated  cost,  $20,000.  This  project  was  modified  in  1883  to  include 
dredging  through  the  inner  bar  and  in  1888  to  include  jetties  at  the 
mouth  to  maintain  the  channeL  The  revised  estimated  cost  was 
$34,580. 

On  account  of  the  exposed  position  of  the  channel  through  the  outer 
bar  the  work  suffered  trom  the  action  of  northwesterly  winds,  which 
caused  shoaling  in  the  channel  and  a  diminution  in  its  width.  In  April, 
1897,  a  survey  was  made  to  determine  the  extent  of  change  in  the  chan- 
nels and  an  estimate  rendered  in  June  following  of  the  cost  of  com- 
pleting the  project  by  dredging  and  construction  of  a  jetty  to  protect 
the  channel  dredged  through  the  outer  bar.  This  cost,  added  to  the 
amounts  expend^  to  date,  increases  the  estimated  cost  of  the  present 
project  to  $70,000. 

The  appropriations  for  this  work  from  March  3, 1879,  to  June  3, 1896, 
aggregate  $30,500.  The  amount  expended  to  June  30,  1897,  was 
$27,540.90.  It  resulted  in  a  channel  10  feet  deep  and  from  130  to  150 
feet  in  width  through  the  outer  bar  and  a  channel  10  feet  deep  and  80 
to  170  feet  wide  at  the  shoal  within  the  creek,  although  recent  exam- 
inations indicate  some  deterioration  of  the  latter-named  channel. 

In  August,  1897,  proposals  were  invited,  by  public  advertisement,  for 


•  FumlAiied  by  Mr.  William  D.  Scott,  Fredericksburg^  Va. 
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dredging  in  connection  with  proposed  dredging  and  rock  excavation  in 
fhe  Rappahannock  near  Fredericksburg,  all  the  work  to  be  done  under 
a  single  contract.  The  bid  received,  however,  was  so  high  in  one  of  the 
items  that  the  proposal  was  rejected.  Further  action  was  then  deferred 
until  the  working  season  of  1898.    The  work  will  be  again  offered  in 

July  for  contract. 
The  improvement  has  been  of  benefit  to  commerce  and  navigation 

by  permitting  the  entrance  of  sailing  vessels  to  the  creek  and  enabling 

one  of  the  steamers  of  the  Weems  Line,  Baltimore  to  Fredericksburg, 

to  enter  the  creek  and  land  at  the  wharf. 
The  value  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  stream  is  indicated 

by  the  following  table  of  commercial  statistics: 


GaleDdw 


im 
im 
mi 
am, 
im. 

1W7. 


Reported     Beported 
by  Mr.  P.  A.  by  Mr.  J.  D. 

BriBtow. 

OreMitt. 

Totu, 

2bfft. 

19,600 

22,100 

20,0B5 

17,125 

55,885 

61,290 

82,805 

88,305 

86,530 

92,320 

137,485 

183,025 

153,875 

181,500 

The  prinoipal  articles  of  commerce  are  oysters,  tobacco,  railroad  ties,  coal,  grain, 
tnd  lumber. 

The  sum  of  $10,000,  asked  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900,  is 
to  be  exx)ended  in  dredging  and  in  commencing  the  construction  of  the 
jetty  for  maintaining  the  depth  in  the  outer  channel. 

July  IjlSST, balance  unexpended $2,959.10 

Jnne  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 18. 54 

July  1,1896»  balance  unexpended.. 2,940.56 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 39, 500. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1900  10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  7.) 

8,  York  BivcTj  Virginia. — ^York  Biver  is  41  miles  long  and  discharges 
into  Chesapeake  Bay  about  16  miles  above  Old  Point.  Entering  the 
river,  24  feet  can  be  carried  for  32  miles,  or  up  to  Potopotank  Bar,  9 
miles  below  Westpoint.  In  1880  the  ruling  depth  on  this  bar  was  18.5 
feet.  Westpoint  Bar,  the  next  obstruction  to  navigation,  commences 
about  2  miles  below  and  extends  up  to  Westpoint.  Before  improve- 
ment it  had  a  ruling  depth  of  15.5  feet. 

The  original  project  for  improvement,  adopted  in  1880,  proposed 
dredging  channels  22  feet  deep  and  200  feet  wide  through  the  bars. 
In  1884,  on  account  of  growth  of  trade,  the  width  was  increased  to  400 
feet,  and  in  1887  the  project  was  further  amended  to  include  construc- 
tion of  a  dike  along  the  right  bank  at  Westpoint  Bar  to  maintain  the 
channeL  Total  cost  of  the  revised,  which  is  the  present^  project^ 
•308,800. 

Total  amount  expended  to  June  30. 1897,  $211,778.12.  It  resulted  in 
a  dredged  channel  105  feet  wide  and  22  feet  deep  at  Potopotank  and 
one  22  feet  deep  and  160  to  260  feet  in  width  at  Westpoint  Bar.    This 
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latter  channel  Darrowed  and  shoaled  and  had  to  be  redredged.  A  train- 
ing dike  7,639  feet  long  was  constructed  at  Westpoint  Bar,  at  which 
I)oint  the  last  dredging  was  done  in  1895.  An  examination  made  in 
April,  1897,  of  the  work  at  this  bar  showed  that  the  part  of  the  channel 
dredged  in  1895  was  in  serviceable  condition,  it  being  22  feet  or  more 
in  depth  and  150  to  200  feet  wide,  the  dike  evidently  having  the  desired 
effect.  An  examination  of  the  channel  made  in  Jane,  1898,  also  showed 
continued  favorable  action  of  the  dika 

The  ruling  depth  from  the  sea  to  Westpoint  may  be  stated  as  20  feet  at 
low  tide. 

A  large  and  important  commerce  has  been  benefited  by  this  improve- 
ment. Westpoint  has  been  for  years  the  cotton-shipping  x>oint  for  the 
Sontbern  Eailway  Company,  and  in  1894  there  were  shipped  at  this 
port  72,235  tons  of  cotton  and  206,706  tons  of  general  merchandise. 
The  total  of  shipments  for  that  year,  as  reported,  was  379,808  tons. 
Seven  hundred  and  fifty-eight  arrivals  and  clearances  of  steamers 
drawing  over  10  feet  were  reported  for  that  year. 

The  Southern  Eailway  Company  in  1896  established  a  new  terminal 
and  shipping  point  at  Norfolk,- Ya.,  and  freight  carrying  on  the  river 
is  reported  as  having  fallen  off  considerably  in  consequence  of  the 
transfer. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  procure  commercial  statistics  for  years 
subsequent  to  1894,  but  without  success. 

In  view  of  the  present,  at  least,  falling  off  in  commerce  the  views  of 
those  regarded  as  most  directly  interested  in  the  navigation  of  the 
river  were  sought  as  to  the  present  needs,  in  the  way  of  width  and 
depth  of  channels,  of  vessels  navigating  the  river.  The  weight  of 
opinion  appeared  to  be  that  the  improvement  should  proceed  notwith- 
standing the  transfer  of  the  said  terminal  and  shipping  facilities. 
Attention  is  invited  to  the  correspondence  in  this  connection  attached 
to  Appendix  J  8  of  the  Annual  Report  of  1897. 

In  view  of  the  present  changed  conditions  the  officer  in  charge  sug- 
gested the  policy  of  maintaining  the  channels  already  dredged  so  that, 
whenever  required,  work  under  the  full  project  might  be  resumed. 
Extension  of  the  Westpoint  Dike  and  dredging  are  recommended,  and 
the  sum  asked  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900,  is  to  be  applied 
to  that  work. 

The  funds  appropriated  by  thie  act  of  June  3, 1896,  will  be  applied 
this  season  to  work  under  the  project. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $17,971.88 

Jane  30, 189iB,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 306.50 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 17,665.38 

July  1, 1898,  oatetanding  liabilities 29.17 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 17,636.21 

(  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 79, 050. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  iine  30, 1900    15, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  reqairements  of  sections  2  of  liyer  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oivil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  8.) 

9.  Mattaponi  River,  Virginia. — The  Mattaponi  is  navigable  for  small 
steamers  and  vessels  from  its  mouth  to  Aylett,  about  39  miles,  and  can 
be  made  navigable  for  small  barges  irom  Aylett  to  Monday  Bridge,  16 
miles.  The  obstructions  to  a  5^-foot  navigation  below  Aylett  consist 
of  seven  bars,  upon  which  the  ruling  depths  at  low  tide  vary  from  2.4 
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to  3.8  feet.  Above  Aylett  there  are  numerons  bars^  but  no  work  on 
them  has  been  proposed.  The  river  was  also  obstructed  by  snags, 
overhauging  trees,  and  wrecks. 

The  original  project  for  improvement,  adopted  in  1880,  provided  for 
lemoval  of  snags,  leaning  trees,  and  wrecks  below  Monday  Bridge  and 
the  improvement  of  the  bars  below  Aylett,  so  as  to  give  a  depth  of 
5^  feet  at  low  tide  and  a  channel  width  of  40  feet.  This  project  was 
extended  by  the  terms  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  July  13, 1892, 
which  provided  for  the  removal  of  snags  as  far  up  as  Guineas  Bridge, 
near  Milford  Station,  on  the  Bichmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Potomac 
liiulroad.    Estimated  cost  of  project,  $72,100. 

From  June  14,  1880,  to  June  3, 1896,  both  dates  inclusive,  appropria- 
tions aggregating  (29,800  were  made  for  this  improvement.  Of  this 
goioont  there  was  expended  to  Juue  30, 1897,  the  sum  of  $24,794.21, 
which  resulted  in  the  removal  of  snags,  logs,  and  overhanging  trees 
from  the  river  between  Bobinson  Bar  and  Monday  Bridge,  and  in 
keeping  the  river  below  Aylett  free  from  such  obstructions,  and  also 
in  the  construction  of  2,297  linear  feet  of  dike  at  Bobinson  Bar. 

Proi>osals  for  dredging  were  invited  in  June,  1897,  but  no  bids  were 
received.    Proposals  were  again  invited  in  August  last.    But  one  bid 
was  received,  which  was  rejected  as  too  high  in  price.    Further  action  - 
Fas  then  deferred  until  conditions  should  be  more  favorable. 

The  work  already  done  upon  this  river  has  been  of  benefit  to  the 
existing  commerce,  for  the  amount  of  which  reference  is  made  to  Appen- 
dix K  9.  As  snags  and  other  obstructions  form  in  greater  or  less  degree 
after  every  freshet,  much  of  the  work  done  has  had  to  be  gone  over 
again.  Before  any  work  for  improvement  was  undertaken  the  trade 
was  limited. 

The  sum  of  $3,000,  estimated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900, 
is  to  be  applied  to  continuance  of  work  under  the  existing  project. 

The  work  remaining  to  be  done  under  the  project  consists  in  comple- 
tion of  the  dikes  at  Bobinson  Bar,  construction  of  those  required  at 
Latan6  Bar,  dredging,  and  removal  of  snags  and  fallen  timber,  which 
accumulate  more  or  less  every  year. 

July  ly  1897,  balance  unexpended $5,005.79 

Jnne  90, 1896,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 89.73 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 4,916.06 

{Amount  ^estimated)  required  for  oompletion  of  existing  project 42, 300. 00 
Amount  tnat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  vearendiug  June30, 1900     3, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  9.) 

10.  Famunkey  Biver^  Virginia. — ^The  Pamtinkey  River  is  navigable 
from  its  mouth  at  Westpoint,  on  York  Biver,  to  Hanovertown,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  59  miles.  Seven  feet  of  depth  at  low  water  can  be  car- 
ried to  Buckland  Bar,  38^  miles  above  Westpoint.  Above  this  bar 
are  six  bars  extending  along  the  river  for  about  15^  miles,  the  ruling 
depths  on  which  vary  from  5}  to  Ij^  feet,  excepting  on  the  Upper  or 
Indian  Table  Bar,  which  is  exposed  at*low  tide.  Besides  these  bars 
are  logs,  snags,  and  overhanging  trees. 

The  project  for  improvement,  adopted  in  1880  and  amended  in  1885, 
contemplated  7-foot  navigation  to  Bassett  Ferry,  47  miles  from  West- 
point;  thence  5  feet  to  Wormley  Landing,  54  miles;  thence  3  feet  to 
Hanovertown,  the  7-foot  channel  to  have  a  width  of  100  and  the  other 
channels  40  feet.    The  wrecks,  snags,  logs,  and  trees  obstructing  navi- 
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gation  between  Oarlick  Ferry  and  Hanovertown  were  also  to  be 
removed.  The  cost  of  this  amended  project,  which  is  the  present 
project^  was  estimated  at  $32,500. 

The  total  expenditure  to  June  30,  1897,  was  921,817.16.  It  resulted 
in  removiug  several  times  snags  and  similar  obstructions  from  about 
30  miles  of  river,  in  removing  parts  of  seven  wrecks,  and  in  partly 
improving  Spring  and  Bkidmore  bars,  43  and  47  miles,  respectively, 
from  Westpoint. 

'So  field  work  was  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year.  In  June,  1897, 
proposals  were  invited  by  public  advertisement  for  dredging  at  Buck- 
land  Bar.  'So  bid'  was  received.  The  work  was  again  offered  for  con- 
tract by  public  advertisement,  dated  August  25,  1897,  resulting  in  but 
one  bid  beingreceived,  which  was  rejected  as  too  high.  Further  action 
was  deferred  until  conditions  should  be  more  favorable. 

The  commerce  of  this  river  amounted,  according  to  reports  received, 
to  50,420  tons  in  1893,  and  42,250  tons  in  1894,  the  greater  part  of  the 
latter  being  railroad  ties  and  wood.  There  is  scarcely  any  trade  on  the 
5  miles  below  Hanovertown.  Commercial  statistics  for  years  subse- 
quent to  1B94  could  not  be  obtained. 

The  work  remaining  to  be  done  to  complete  the  existiug  project  con- 
sists in  dredging,  construction  of  dikes,  and  removal  of  snags  and  logs. 
The  sum  of  $3,000,  estimated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900, 
is  to  be  applied  to  that  work. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $3,682.84 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 34.85 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 3, 647. 99 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 7, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitabljf  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  3, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(Bee  Appendix  K  10.) 

XI.  James  BiveVj  Virginia. — ^Prior  to  1870  a  small  sum  had  been 
expended  with  some  advantage  to  navigation,  but  the  improvement 
was  not  regularly  undertaken  by  the  United  States  until  that  year* 
The  obstructions  to  navigation  existing  in  1870  consisted  of  artificial  as 
well  as  natural  ones.  The  artificial  obstructions  had  been  placed  in  the 
river  during  the  war  of  1861-1865  to  prevent  the  national  fleets  from 
reaching  Bichmond.  These  consisted  of  sunken  vessels  and  other 
impediments.    There  were  also  remains  of  military  bridges. 

The  depths  at  mean  low  water  in  1870,  before  operations  commenced, 
were  as  follows: 


Locality. 


Richmond  to  Goodea  Bocks 

Goodes  Rooks 

Richmond  Bar 

Richmond  Bar  to  Drewry  Bluff. 

Drewry  Blnff  to  Curies 

Curies  to  Hampton  Roads 


DiataDoes. 


MiUt, 

FuL 

2 

8 

.25 

7 

.76 

7 

8.75 

• 

U 

al 

80 

14.8 

Depths. 


•In  hend  at  Dutch  Gap,  now  aToided  by  Dutch  Gap  CntH>ff. 

The  original  project  was  to  give  18  feet  depth  at  full  tide  to  Bich- 
mond, with  a  channel  width  of  180  feet  from  Harrisons  Bar  to  the  city 
docks,  the  excavation  in  rock  to  be  18}  feet.  The  average  rise  of  tide  is 
^  feet    Work  on  this  project  was  wdl  advanced  when  Oongreas,  July 
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5f  1884,  adopted  another  of  22  feet  at  mean  low  tide  from  Bichmond 
to  the  sea.    The  width  to  be  given  the  channel  is  400  feet  from  the  sea 
to  Gitypoint.  300  feet  from  there  to  Drewry  Blaff,  and  thence  200  feet 
to  Bichmona,  estimated  to  cost  $4,500,000.    A  large  part  of  the  exca- 
vation has  been  and  will  be  in  solid  rock,  and  the  cost  is  necessarily 
great.    Oi)erations  consist  in  dredging,  rock  excavation,  and  the  con- 
traction and  regulation  of  the  waterway  by  means  of  dikes  and  jetties. 
The  amount  expended  on  the  improvement,  to  include  June  50, 1897, 
was  $1,702,530.11,  with  the  result  that  16^  feet  at  low  tide  could  be 
carried  from  the  sea  to  the  lower  city  limits  of  Bichmond. 

The  work  during  the  past  fiscal  year  has  consisted  in  earth,  cobble, 
and  hard  and  soft  rock  excavation  and  in  building  and  repairing  wing 
dams.  Two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-six  cubic  yards  of  earth, 
362  of  cobble,  7,024  of  soft  rock,  and  3,387  of  solid  rock  were  excavated 
daring  the  year,  and  1,562  linear  feet  of  timber  and  127  of  stone  wing 
dams  constructed,  raised,  repaired,  and  extended.  The  material  exca- 
vated firom  the  channel  was  used  in  revetment  or  extension  of  the  wing 
dams. 

There  is  now  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
tide  from  Hampton  Beads  to  within  775  feet  of  the  Bichmond  city  line. 
Above  that  point  and  to  within  170  feet  of  the  city  line  a  depth  of  about 
18  feet  at  full  tide  can  be  carried^  though  the  width  is  less  than  100  feet. 
A  saving  of  about  5j^  mUes  of  difficult  river  was  effected  several  years 
ago  by  opening  Dutch  Oap  Gut-off. 

The  value  to  commerce  of  this  improvement  can  be  appreciated  by 
examination  of  the  statistical  table  herewith,  giving  the  total  tonnage  of 
the  river  between  the  years  1890  and  1897 : 

Tons.  Tons. 


1890 743,122 

1891 739,308 

1892 616,756 

1893 663,626 


1894 616,269 

1895 602,582 

1896 680,935 

1897. 661,909 


The  principal  articles  of  commerce  are  coal,  building  materials, 
fertilizers,  ice,  iron,  lumber,  ties,  tobacco,  and  general  merchandise. 

The  sum  asked  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900,  is  to  be  applied 
to  rock  excavation,  dredging,  dike  work,  etc.,  in  accordance  with  the 
project. 

The  conditions  of  this  work  are  such  that  the  best  and  most  econom- 
ical results  for  the  United  States  can  be  obtained  from  liberal  appro- 
priations. 

J  aly  1, 1897,  baUnoe.  unexpended $69,969.89 

June  90, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 60,130.73 

July  1, 1898,  halanoe  unexpended 19,839.16 

Jnly  1, 1898^ outstanding  flabiUties $1,100.00 

July  1, 1898,  amount  ooveied  by  uncompleted  oontraota 8, 050. 00 

9, 150. 00 


July  1, 1898,  balance  available ^...       10,689.16 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existiug  project 3, 467, 500. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,1900 150,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  riyer  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K 11.) 

12.  Protection  of  Jamestown  Island^  Virginia, — ^The  river  and  harbor 
act  of  1894  contained  an  item  of  $10,000  for  protection  of  Jamestown 
Island.    The  shore  had  been  wearing  away  for  years  from  a^^tiou  oi 
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waves,  and  the  erosion  had  reached  a  point  where  protection  was 
required  if  the  old  landmark  was  to  be  preserved.  The  appropriation 
was  applied  to  constraction  of  a  wall  faced  with  granite  laid  without 
mortar  in  front  of  the  threatened  portion  of  the  island,  to  grading  and 
turfing  the  bank  behind  the  wall,  and  to  construction  of  several  groins 
in  front  of  it.    This  work  was  completed  in  1895. 

The  soil  of  the  island  is  light  and  easily  moved.  The  funds  did  not 
admit  of  t^overing  the  part  requiring  protection  with  the  kind  of  work 
desirable.  Storms,  especially  those  of  the  winter  of  1895  and  1896, 
greatly  damaged  the  work. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3^  1896,  appropriated  $15,000  for 
this  protection.  The  work  for  protection  will  be  resumed  as  soon  as 
satisfactory  preliminary  arrangements  with  regard  to  occupation  of 
the  ground  are  made.  The  reasons  for  such  arrangements  not  having 
been  accomplished  thus  far  are  given  in  Appendix  K  12  of  this  report. 

The  work  will  consist  principally  of  regrading  the  bank  and  levee 
where  necessary  and  covering  it  with  a  slope  wall  of  large  stone  laid 
in  cement  mortar,  ttie  toe  of  the  wall  to  be  protected  by  riprap  so  far 
as  the  funds  will  admit  of. 

The  followiug  are  the  amounts  and  dates  of  appropriations  for  pro- 
tecting Jamestown  Island,  Virginia: 

Angust  18, 1894 $10,000.00 

June  3, 1896 15,000.00 

Total 25,000.00 

July  1, 1897, balance  unexpended 15,725.55 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 15,725.55 

(See  Appendix  K  12.) 

13,  Removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  nav- 
igation—  Wreck  of  schooner  Kate  Lawson  in  Urbana  Creekj  Virginia. — 
This  wreck  having  been  reported  as  injurious  to  navigation,  an  examina- 
tion of  the  same  was  made  in  July,  1897.  The  officer  in  charge  having 
reported  on  August  5, 1897,  that  the  wreck  was  an  obstruction  to  naviga- 
tion, an  allotment  of  $250  was  made  August  7, 1897,  from  the  indefinite 
appropriation  for  removing  sunken  vessels  or  crafb  obstructing  naviga- 
tion. On  September  2, 1897,  the  usual  notice  to  parties  interested  in 
the  wreck  was  given  by  public  advertisement  and  proposals  invited 
for  its  removal.  The  bids  received  were  too  high,  and  the  officer  in 
charge  was  authorized  to  reject  them  and  do  the  work  by  hired  labor. 
The  United  States  snag  boat,  which  was  to  be  used  for  the  purpose, 
was  detained  last  fall  on  other  important  work  which  could  not  be 
relinquished.  It  was  the  intention  to  employ  the  boat  last  spring  in 
removing  the  wreck,  but  the  prospect  of  war  with  Spain  made  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  keep  the  boat  in  the  Potomac  for  certain  work  in 
connection  with  the  defenses  of  Washington. 

The  wreck  will  be  removed  early  in  the  coming  fiscal  year. 

(See  Appendix  K 13.) 

PROJECT  FOB  THE    IMPBOVEMENT   OF   ANAOOSTIA   BIVEB   AND   THE 

BEOLAMATION  OF  ITS  FLATS. 

The  joint  resolution  of  Congress  providing  for  the  improvement  of 
Anacostia  Biver,  approved  April  11, 1898,  calls  for  a  project  and  esti- 
mate for  the  improvement  of  the  river  and  the  reclamation  of  its  fiats 
between  the  District  line  and  the  moutli  of  the  river,  and  also  for  cer- 
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tain  iDformation  in  regard  to  the  ownership  of  the  flats  and  the  cost  of 
ac<iairiug  any  lands  owned  by  private  parties.  The  resolution  made 
an  appropriation  of  $2^000  for  the  surveys  required. 

The  duty  of  preparing  the  project  and  report  called  for  by  the  reso- 
lution was  assigne<l  to  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  Chas.  J.  Allen,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  by  letter  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  May  2, 1898. 

The  necessary  surveys  and  examinations  of  the  ground  and  inspec- 
tion of  maps  and  records  are  in  progress  and  a  rex)ort  and  project  will 
be  rendered  early  in  the  coming  fiscal  year. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  NORFOLK  HARBOR,  VIRGINIA,  AND  ITS  APPROACHES, 
AND  OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  SOUTHEASTERN  VIRGINIA  AND 
NORTHEASTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Capt.  Thomas  L.  Casey,  Corps  of 
Engineers, having  under  his  immediate-orders  Lieut.Bdward  H.Schulz, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  from  April  9, 1898,  to  May  19, 1898.  Division  Engi- 
neer, Brig.  Gen.  Peter  C.  flains,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  colonel,  Corps  of 
Engineers. 

i.  Harbor  at  Norfolk  and  its  approaches^  Virginia. — Before  the  pres- 
ent project  of  improvement  was  begun,  in  1877,  the  harbor  of  I^orfolk 
was  obstructed  by  shoals  at  the  mouths  of  the  Eastern  and  Southern 
branches,  the  shoal  in  the  Eastern  Branch  being  about  one-third  of  a 
mile  long,  with  a  low- water  depth  of  15  to  16  feet,  that  in  the  Southern 
Branch  being  short  and  with  a  depth  of  22  to  23  feet. 

The  approaches  to  the  harbor  were  obstructed  by  shoals  at  Sewall 
Point,  3  miles  long,  having  a  low-water  depth  of  20  feet,  and  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Western  Branch,  1  mile  long,  with  a  low- water  depth  of 
19  feet.  The  depths  of  these  shoals  and  the  Avidths  of  the  channels, 
particularly  in  the  inner  harbor,  where  encroached  ilpon  by  the  Ports- 
mouth and  Berkley  flats,  were  insufficient  for  the  requirements  ^f  the 
I>ort. 

The  plan  of  improvement  adopted  in  1878  was  to  deepen  and  widen  the 
channels  at  the  mouth  of  the  Southern  Branch  and  along  Portsmouth 
and  Berkley  flats  in  the  harbor  proper,  and  to  improve  the  approaches 
to  the  harbor  by  dredging  a  channel  500  feet  wide  and  25  feet  deep  at 
ordinary  low  water  through  the  shoals  at  Sewall  Point  and  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Western  Branch. 

The  revised  project  of  1885  is  as  follows:  (1)  To  dredge  a  channel  not 
less  than  500  feet  wide  and  25  feet  deep  at  ordinary  low  water  from  the 
deep  water  in  Hampton  Eoads  to  Norfolk  and  the  United  Stateis  navy- 
yard,  on  the  Southern  Branch,  and  also  to  dredge  a  channel  in  the  East- 
em  Branch  not  less  than  22  feet  deep  at  ordinary  low  water,  with  a 
width  of  700  feet  at  its  mouth,  and  of  not  less  than  300  feet  at  the  Nor- 
folk and  Western  Railroad  Bridge;  (2)  to  ultimately  dredge  the  entire 
area  bounded  by  lines  parallel  to  and  75  feet  from  the  port  warden  lines 
to  a  depth  not  less  than  25  feet  &om  Fort  Norfolk  to  the  United  States 
navy  yard,  and  not  less  than  22  feet  from  the  mouth  of  the  Eastern 
Branch  to  CamposteUa  Bridge,  and  to  build  a  bulkhead  at  Berkley 
Flats. 

To  the  project  of  1885  there  was  added  in  1890,  under  authority  of  the 
river  and  harbor  act  of  that  year,  the  dredging  of  an  anchorage  at  the 
month  of  the  Western  Branch,  with  a  depth  of  not  less  than  25  feet  at 
ordinary  low  water,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $150,000,  which  amount  was 
added  to  the  original  estimate,  making  the  total  estimated  cost  of  the 
improvement  $1,041,774.50. 
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The  ainoont  expended  on  this  improvement  to  Jnne  30, 1897,  was 
$976,836.76.  At  that  date,  a  channel  with  a  depth  of  25  feet  at  mean 
low  water  existed  from  Hampton  Eoads  to  the  United  States  navy-yard, 
on  the  Sonthem  Branch,  except  between  Fort  Norfolk  and  Lambert 
Point,  where  the  25'foot  channel  has  contracted  somewhat,  l^owhere 
is  this  channel  less  than  500  feet  in  width.  In  the  Eastern  Branch  to 
the  Norfolk  and  Western  Eailroad  Bridge  the  channel  is  from  500  to 
1,050  feet  wide  and  its  depth  22  feet  at  mean  low  water.  An  anchor- 
age has  been  provided  of  about  75^  acres,  58^  of  which  it  was  necessary 
to  dredge  to  25  feet  at  mean  low  water,  the  other  17  acres  being  made 
available  by  the  dredging.  • 

These  channels  are  not  sufficient  to  accommodate  the  commerce  of 
the  harbor,  and  a  channel  300  feet  wide,  30  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water, 
is  urgently  needed.  With  the  present  channel  the  larger  vessels  of 
the  United  States  Navy  are  unable,  at  low  tide,  to  reach  the  navy-yard, 
on  the  Southern  Branch.  Merchant  vessels  drawing  from  26  to  27  feet 
of  water  frequently  sail  from  the  harbor  loaded  for  foreign  ports,  leav- 
ing on  high  water.  Another  improvement  of  the  harbor,  which  is 
desirable  and  necessary  for  widening  the  channel  at  about  the  narrow- 
est and  busiest  part  of  the  harbor,  is  the  cutting  off  of  400  feet  of 
Hospital  Point.  Full  information  concerning  the  latter  is  given  on 
pages  1355  to  1364,  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  Part  11, 
1897. 

Shoaling  has  been  observed  in  only  two  instances,  in  the  mouth  of 
the  Eastern  Branch  due  no  doubt  to  sewage  discharged  at  that  point 
from  the  main  pipe  of  the  Norfolk  sewerage  system,  and  on  the  eastern 
side  of  the  channel  between  Fort  Norfolk  and  Lambert  Point,  which 
has  probably  been  caused  by  the  settlement  of  the  material  stirred  up 
by  a  suction  dredge  employed  in  dredging  slips  at  Pinner  Point.  The 
channel  in  thet  mouth  of  the  Eastern  Branch  was  redredged  under  the 
last  appropriation,  but  nothing  has  been  done  as  yet  toward  removing 
the  latter  shoaling,  as  it  does  not  interfere  seriously  with  navigation. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  the  expenditures 
amounted  to  $4,444.02,  which  includes  expenses  of  running  and  main- 
taining the  steamer  Lucerne^  which  it  was  necessary  to  keep  in  ^com- 
mission  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  harbor,  for  use  in  locating  new 
piers,  investigating  complaints,  keeping  up  permanent  bench  marks 
and  transit  stations,  and  in  making  necessary  examinations  to  keep  the 
maps  of  the  improvement  up  to  date. 

The  abutment  of  the  old  toll  bridge  in  the  Eastern  Branch,  for  the 
removal  of  which  bids  were  asked  by  public  notice  dated  June  22, 1897, 
still  remains,  as  the  limited  amount  of  funds  available  for  the  work  was 
exceeded  by  all  bids  received  July  9, 1898,  the  lowest  of  which  was 
•6,015. 

On  June  30, 1898,  a  vessel  drawing  25  feet  could  at  mean  low  water 
reach  the  United  States  navy-yard,  on  the  Southern  Branch,  which  is 
the  farthest  point  from  Hampton  Eoads  within  the  limits  of  the  project. 
The  average  tide  is  about  2.7  feet,  which  would  allow  of  27.7  feet  navi- 
tion  at  that  stage. 

^  The  deficiency  act  approved  July  7, 1898,  appropriates  $360,000  for 
securing  a  channel  not  less  than  450  feet  wide  and  28  feet  deep  from 
Hampton  Beads  to  the  United  States  navy-yard  at  Portsmouth,  and  it 
is  proposed  to  do  the  required  dredging  by  contract. 

The  commerce  was  reported  for  the  calendar  year  1896  at  5,013^185 
tons;  that  for  1897  is  stated  at  9,430,526  tons. 
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July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $8,163.24 

Jane  30, 1898,  amoont  expended  during  fiscal  year 4,444.02 

July  1, 1896,  balance  unexpended 3,719.22 

Amount  appropriated  by  deficiency  act  of  July  7, 1898 360,000.00 

July  7, 1898,  balance  available 363,719.22 

I  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project i . .     56, 774. 56 
Amonn  t  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30, 1900    25, 000. 00 
Sabmitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  riyer  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  L  1.) 

2.  Western  Branch  of  Elizabeth  River ^  Virginia. — ^The  appropriation 
made  in  the  act  of  Jnne  3, 1896,  amounting  to  $45,000,  was  for  complet- 
ing the  improvement  proposed  for  the  river. 

The  channel  of  the  river,  when  funds  were  provided,  was  from  50  to 
30O  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water. 

The  project  adopted  was  to  obtain  a  channel  200  feet  wide  and  20  feet 
deep  at  mean  low  water  from  a  similar  depth  in  Norfolk  Harbor  for  a 
distance  of  about  1  mile,  or  to  within  about  300  feet  of  the  bridge  cross- 
ing the  river  between  Port  Norfolk  and  West  Norfolk,  at  a  cost  of 
945,000. 

To  June  30, 1897,  the  expenditures  on  account  of  this  improvement 
amounted  to  $27,752.60,  and  at  that  date  a  channel  200  feet  wide  for 
3,400  feet  and  160  feet  wide  for  an  additional  1,450  feet  had  been  dredged 
to  a  depth  of  20  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  sum  of  $16,666.23 
was  exx>ended  for  dredging,  inspection,  and  office  expenses. 

Under  a  contract  103,996  cubic  yaMs  of  material  was  dredged,  at 
8.4  cents  i)er  cubic  yard,  scow  measurement.  This  resulted  in  three 
cuts  each  40  feet  in  width  and  1,500  feet  long  and  one  cut  of  the  same 
width  1,160  feet  long;  also,  in  cutting  back  the  point  at  the  entrance 
from  Norfolk  Harbor  for  200  feet. 

The  channel  proposed  for. the  improvement  has  been  secured,  at  a 
cost  of  $40,490.78  for  dredging.  Whether  it  will  remain  as  dredged  is 
donbted,  and  the  funds  available  will  be  used  in  making  an  examination 
to  determine  the  extent  and  location  of  the  shoaling. 

On  June  30, 1898,  a  vessel  drawing  20  feet  could  pass  through  the 
channel  at  mean  low  water. 

Daring  the  calendar  year  1896  the  commerce  of  the  stream  was  stated 
to  be  211,653  tons;  for  the  calendar  year  1897  it  was  244,803  tons. 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $17,247.50 

Jane  30, 189^  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 16, 666. 23 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexx»eUded : 581.27 

(See  Appendix  L  2.) 

5.  Ifansemand  River^  Virginia, — In  1872  this  river  was  navigable  at 
low  water  over  the  course  of  the  river  covered  by  the  present  project 
by  boats  drawing  5  feet.  The  channel  way  was,  however,  badly 
obstructed  by  wrecks  and  snags. 

The  sum  of  $37,000  was  expended  between  1873  and  1878  in  secur- 
ing a  channel  8  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river  to  Suffolk,  Va. 

The  present  adopted  plan  of  improvement  is  to  secure  a  channel  not 
less  than  100  feet  wide  at  bottom,  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water, 
from  the  head  of  navigation  to  the  mouth  of  the  Western  Branchy  5.37 
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miles,  inclading  a  turning  basin  200  feet  square  300  feet  below  Saffolk 
Bridge,  by  dredging  and  by  the  construction  of  spurs  and  training 
walls;  and  a  channel  of  like  depth  from  the  mouth  of  the  Western 
Branch  to  deep  water  at  Town  Point,  200  feet  wide  at  bottom  at  its 
upper  end  and  graduiilly  increasing  to  at  least  400  feet  at  its  lower 
end,  etc.,  the  total  estimated  cost  being,  in  round  numbers,  $152,500. 

On  June  30, 1897,  $40,082.87  had  been  expended  under  the  present 
project,  channels  being  dredged  through  shoals  between  Suffolk  and 
the  Western  Branch,  about  5.37  miles  below,  giving  a  channel  80  feet 
wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  to  the  latter  point.  A  turn- 
ing basin  300  feet  below  the  bridge  at  Suffolk  has  also  been  provided. 
The  channel  is  in  fair  condition  and  no  complaints  have  been  received 
during  the  fiscal  year  1898. 

No  operations  were  carried  on  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1898. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  a  boat  drawing  12  feet  of  water  could 
go  to  Suffolk,  the  head  of  navigation,  at  mean  low  wat^r. 

The  commerce  as  reported  for  the  calendar  year  1897  shows  a 
decrease  of  17,905  tons  when  compared  with  the  amount  reported  for 
1896. 

Jiily  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $4, 917. 13 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  diirin,<;  fiscal  year 12. 50 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended '. 4,904.63 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existinpf  project 107, 500. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  eudina^  June  30, 1900    15, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  L  3.) 

4,  Appomattox  River^  Virginia. — This  river  was  navigable  at  high 
water  for  vessels  drawing  about  6J  feet,  before  its  improvement,  as  far 
as  Petersburg,  11  miles  from  the  mouth  at  Citypoint,  Va.  This  chan- 
nel was  tortuous,  and  numerous  shoals  liiiiited  to  that  degree  the  draft 
that  could  safely  be  carried  into  the  river. 

The  project  for  this  improvement,  adopted  in  1870,  provided  for 
obtaining,  by  dredging  shoals  and  the  construction  of  contracting 
works,  a  channel  12  feet  deep  at  mean  high  water,  and  of  such  width 
as  was  thought  could  be  maintained  by  the  tidal  flow.  The  estimated 
cost  of  this  work  was  $423,830,  and  in  addition  $10,000  annually  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  channel  and  contracting  works.  It  being  desir- 
able to  extend  the  contracting  works  contemplated  under  the  original 
project,  the  estimate  was,  by  authority  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 
increased  to  $473,920  ia  1893. 

The  amount  expended  on  the  improvement  to  June  30,  1897,  was 
$429,239.34. 

By  1875  a  channel  60  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  high  water 
had  been  secured  from  Petersburg  to  Point  of  Eocks,  by  dredging  such 
shoals  as  required  it,  and  by  making  a  cut-oflP  called  "Puddledock 
Out."  This  channel  was  subsequently  increased  to  80  feet  Numerous 
shoals  formed  by  freshets  have  been  dredged  and  regulating  and  con- 
tracting works  built. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  JuneSO,  1898,  amounted 
to  $472.12  for  care  of  plant  and  office  expenses. 

The  channel  depth  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  will  allow  a  vessel 
of  9  feet  draft  to  reach  Petersburg  at  mean  high  water. 

The  commerce  of  the  river  during  the  calendar  year  1897  amounted 
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to  84,(^1  toTi8,  an  increase  of  2,713  tons  when  compared  with  statement 
submitteil  for  calendar  year  1896. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $4,590.66 

June  30, 1896,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 472.  V2 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended .  4,118.54 


{ 


Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  complotion  of  exixtinj;  project 48, 000. 00 

Amonut  (estimated)  required  for  maintenance  annually 10, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  .'>0, 

lyOO,  including  maintenance 23,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  L  4.) 

5.  Harbor  at  Cape  Charles  City^  Ya. — This  harbor  is  an  artificial  rec- 
tangnlar  basin  of  abont  10  acres  area,  originally  excavated  to  a  depth 
(if  12  feet  in  a  pond  jast  back  of  the  shore  of  Chesapeake  Bay,  about 
12  miles  north  of  Gape  Charles.  It  is  in  Northampton  County,  and 
forms  the  shore  terminus  of  the  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Norfolk 
Railroad  Company,  transfer  of  passengers  and  freight  being  made  by 
boat  to  and  from  Norfolk,  Ya.  The  tide  rises  on  an  average  about  2.6 
feet. 

The  adopted  project  provides  for  dredging  the  harbor  to  a  depth  of 
14  feet  and  the  entrance  thereto  and  the  channels  in  Cherrystone  Inlet 
and  across  Cherrystone  Bar  to  a  depth  of  16  feet  at  mean  low  water,  the 
width  at  the  inlet  and  bar  to  be  100  and  200  feet,  respectively,  protecting 
the  channel  entering  the  basin  by  two  stone  jetties,  one  on  the  north 
side  and  the  other  on  the  south  side.  The  dredging  was  estimated  to 
cost  1 45,400  and  the  jetties  $84,000,  with  $12,940  for  contingencies. 

The  expenditures  tor  this  improvement  to  June  30, 1897,  amounted 
to  $34,907.46,  with  the  result  that  about  one-half  of  the  area  of  the 
harbor  was  given  a  depth  of  14  feet  at  mean  low  water,  the  entrance 
deepened  to  16  feet  at  the  same  stage  of  the  tide,  and  the  shoal  in 
Cherrystone  Inlet  partly  removed.  The  jetty  on  the  north  ^ide  of  the 
entrance  has  been  built  from  the  shore  outward  for  a  distance  of  1,150 
feet,  750  feet  of  which  was  constructed  without  expense  to  the  United 
States  by  the  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Norfolk  Eailroad  Company. 
The  entrance  channel,  which  was  unprotected  prior  to  1897,  has  shoaled 
considerably  since  it  was  deepened  and  has  been  redredged. 

The  expenditures,  which  amounted  to  $7^,  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1898,  were  for  payment  of  outstanding  liabilities  at  end 
of  las};  fiscal  year. 

Complaint  has  been  made  of  shoaling  in  the  channels  in  the  bay  and 
at  the  entrance,  which  has  shoaled  to  about  13  feet  at  mean  low  water, 
and  this  is  the  maximum  draft  that  could  be  carried  into  the  harbor  on 
June  30, 1898. 

No  replies  were  received  to  the  inquiries  made  in  regard  to  the  com- 
merce of  this  harbor  during  the  calendar  year  1897. 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $92.54 

June  30, 189K8,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 75.00 

Jnly  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 17.54 


{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  oxif»tin«;  project 107, 340. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June30, 1900    20, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  L  5.) 
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6.  Nandua  CreeJc^  Virginia. — ^l^andaa  Greek  is  an  arm  of  Chesapeake 
Bay,  extending  abont  7  miles  into  the  eastern  shore  of  the  bay,  26  miles 
north  of  Cherrystone  Light. 

A  survey  of  the  creek  was  made  to  comply  with  the  river  and  harbor 
act  of  Aagust  18, 1894,  and  a  report  thereon  submitted  June  17, 1895. 
In  this  report  it  was  stated  that  a  channel  across  the  bar  at  the  month, 
100  feet  wide  and  8  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  would  cost  about 
$6^000. 

when  the  survey  was  made  a  channel  of  ample  width  and  depth 
existed  within  the  creek,  a  bar  at  the  mouth  with  a  least  depth  of  5 
feet  at  mean  low  water  preventing  greater  draft  being  carried  into  the 
channel. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  project 
submitted  for  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  of  $3,000  in  the  act 
of  June  3, 1896,  for  this  improvement,  consequently  no  work  has  been 
done. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June30, 1898,  amounted 
to  $11.92,  the  cost  of  an  inspection  made  of  the  creek  by  the  district 
engineer. 

The  position  of  the  channel  at  the  entrance  changes  with  each  severe 
storm,  but  the  depth  is  not  generally  affected  thereby.  It  is  supposed 
to  be  at  least  as  great  as  when  the  survey  was  made  in  1895. 

The  commerce  for  the  calendar  year  1897  shows  a  decrease  of  2,689 
tons  when  compared  with  the  amount  reported  for  1896. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $3,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 11. 92 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2,988.08 

(See  Appendix  L  6.) 

7.  Inland  water  route  frojn  Norfolkj  Ya.,  to  AVbemarUb  Sound,  North 
Carolinay  through  Currituck  Sound. — This  route  is  composed  of  the  fol- 
lowing bodies  of  water,  viz:  Elizabeth  River,  North  Landing  River, 
Currituck  Sound,  Ooanjock  Bay,  North  River,  and  the  Albemarle  and 
Chesapeake  Canal.  All  are  natural  waterways  with  the  exception  of 
the  canal,  which  is  owned  and  controlled  by  a  corporation.  The  canal 
proper  has  one  lock,  and  extends  from  the  head  of  the  Southern  Branch 
of  the  Elizabeth  River  to  North  Landing  Bridge,  a  distance  of  8.44 
miles. 

The  original  condition  of  the  route  permitted  its  navigation  by  boats 
drawing  5  feet  of  water.  In  some  parts  a  draft  of  7  feet  could  be  car- 
ried. This  channel  was  badly  obstructed  by  overhanging  growth, 
snags,  sunken  logs,  and  sharp  bends  in  the  rivers. 

Prior  to  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  September  19, 1890,  the  improve- 
ment was  carried  on  under  projects  for  each  part  of  the  route,  and  to 
June  30, 1897,  an  aggregate  of  $240,169.69  had  been  expended  on  the 
separate  works  in  an  endeavor  to  secure  a  navigable  channel,  free  from 
all  obstructions,  80  feet  wide  and  9  feet  deep.  The  channels  at  that 
time  were  from  25  to  80  feet  wide  and  8  to  9  feet  deep. 

The  separate  projects  were  primarily  to  obtain  a  9-foot  channel  80 
feet  wide  throughout  the  entire  route  by  dredging,  removing  obstruc- 
tions, and  constructing  a  dike  in  Coanjock  Bay.  When  the  consolida- 
tion was  made  the  object  of  the  separate  projects  was  not  altered,  and 
the  combined  estimated  cost  of  these  projects  remained  the  same.  The 
latter  was  $306,667.08. 

Since  the  consolidated  project  was  adopted  $30,112.57  had  been 
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expended  thereunder  to  Jnne  30, 1897,  in  widening  the  channels  to  the 
projected  dimensions  and  in  redredging  in  the  Southern  Branch  of  the 
Elizabeth  Biver. 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  $7,418.06  was  expended. 

Under  a  contract  29,062  cubic  yards  of  material  was  removed  by 
dredging  from  the  Southern  Branch  of  the  Elizabeth  Biver.  From  the 
Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  locks  to  a  point  1,700  feet  below 
dredging  was  carried  over  a  width  of  60  feet,  and  for  an  additional 
distance  of  1,300  feet  one  cut  20  feet  wide  was  made  on  each  side  of  the 
existing  channeL  At  the  sharp  bend  near  the  Green  Sea  Bailroad 
wharf  one  cut  20  feet  wide  was  made  on  each  side  of  the  channel  for  a 
distance  of  1,900  feet.  The  contract  price  was  23  cents  per  cubic  yard 
for  material  deposited  from  scows. 

On  June  30, 1898,  a  draft  of  from  8^  to  9  feet  could  be  carried  through 
the  part  of  the  route  under  improvement.  The  depth  in  the  canal, 
however,  is  not  over  8  feet,  and  with  northerly  winds  this  is  decreased 
by  from  6  inches  to  1  foot.  There  is  no  tidal  flow  in  these  waters,  except 
in  the  Elizabeth  Biver,  but  a  wind  from  the  direction  stated  drives  the 
water  out  of  the  canal  and  rivers  to  the  southward. 

The  commerce  for  the  calendar  year  1897  shows  a  decrease  of  21,892 
tons  when  compared  with  the  amount  reported  for  1896. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $8,887.43 

Jane  90|  1898,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 7, 418. 06 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,469.37 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  corapletion  of  existing  project 29, 667. 08 
Amonnt  that  can  beprofitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  L  7.) 

8.  BoafwJce  Rivevj  North  Carolina, — In  1872,  before  the  improvement 
of  this  stream,  a  draft  of  10  feet  could  be  carried  to  Indian  Highland 
Bar,  67  miles  from  the  mouth,  and  5  feet  to  Weldon,  except  during 
periods  of  low  water,  when  it  was  limited  to  from  2  to  3  feet.  In  the 
part  of  the  river  below  Indian  Highland  Bar  wrecks  and  other  obstruc- 
tions placed  during  the  civil  war  interfered  with  navigation,  and  the 
channel  above  was  badly  obstructed  by  snags,  logs,  stumps,  and  over- 
hanging trees. 

The  project  adopted  provides  for  obtaining  an  unobstructed  channel 
at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  50  feet  wide  at  its  narrowest  point  from  Ham- 
ilton to  Weldon,  5  feet  deep  at  low  water,  and  for  removing  obstructions 
from  the  channel  below  Hamilton  to  a  depth  suitable  for  vessels  navi- 
gating the  sounds  of  IN'orth  Carolina.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  work 
contemplated  under  the  project  amounted  to  $269,000. 

To  June  30, 1897,  9189,796.49  had  been  expended  on  the  project  and 
an  unobstructed  10-foot  channel  as  far  as  Hamilton  and  a  5-foot  chan- 
nel at  extreme  low  water  from  that  point  to  Weldon,  except  in  a  few 
shoal  places  where  the  depth  was  only  4  feet,  was  secured. 

There  was  expended  on  account  of  this  improvement  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  sum  of  $3,847.50  for  repairs  to  snag  boat 
and  removing  obstructions  from  the  channel  between  Hamilton  and 
Weldon.  These  obstructions  consisted  of  116  trees,  13  logs,  19  stumps, 
11  snags,  and  13  overhanging  trees,  wbich  were  trimmed. 

The  available  depth  of  the  channel  on  June  30, 1898,  is  10  feet  to 
Hamilton  at  extreme  low  water  and  4  feet  from  that  place  to  Weldon. 
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A  fall  statement  of  the  commerce  of  the  river  has  not  been  obtained 
since  1893,  although  efforts  are  made  each  year  to  secure  the  information. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended ^ $39,541.51 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 3,847.50 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 35,694.01 

(See  Appendix  L  8.) 

9.  Pasquotank  Rivevj  JS'orth  Carolina, — The  depth  of  the  channel  of 
this  river  when  the  improvement  was  started  in  1891  was  7  feet  up  to 
the  southern  terminus  of  Turners  Cut,  about  12  miles  above  Elizabeth 
City,  N.  *C.  In  the  Moccasin  Track,  a  tributary  of  the  river,  about 
1,100  feet  above  its  junction  with  the  stream,  a  depth  of  5  feet  exists, 
and  from  that  point  to  Lebanon  Bridge  the  channel  is  obstructed  by 
snags,  stumps,  and  overhanging  trees. 

The  original  project  of  J  889  was  first  to  clear  the  5  miles  of  channel 
in  the  river  and  Moccasin  Track  from  the  lower  end  of  Turners  Cut  to 
the  original  terminus  of  the  canal,  and,  second,  to  clear  out  the  river 
6  miles  farther  to  Lebanon  Bridge  for  navigation  by  pole  or  flat  boats, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $9,000. 

The  above  project  was  modified  August  3, 1892,  so  that  the  funds 
appropriated  should  be  expended  in  securing  an  unobstructed  channel 
below  Turners  Out  for  boats  of  3  feet  draft. 

The  sum  of  $4,644,23  had  been  expended  to  June  30,  1897,  in  remov- 
ing obstructions  from  the  channel.  At  that  date  few  obstructions 
existed,  but  the  undergrowth  on  many  points  of  bends  below  Turners 
Cut  obstructed  the  vision  of  the  next  reach  of  the  river. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  $2,398.45  was  expended 
on  the  improvement.  Of  this,  $1,949.72  was  expended  in  trimming 
points  in  bends  and  removing  obstructions.  The  work  was  done  by 
the  crew  of  the  snag  boat  Roanoke  from  August  8, 1897,  to  November 
30, 1897, 167  cords  of  brush  being  cut  and  32  logs,  6  trees,  8  stumps, 
and  6  piles  taken  from  the  channel.  This  work  was  done  between  Opos- 
sum Quarter  and  Turners  Gut  and  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Moccasin 
Track. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  a  depth  of  about  9  feet  exists  to  the 
lower  end  of  Turners  Gut,  and  thence  to  the  canal  locks  and  Lebanon 
Bridge  the  depth  is  about  4  feet. 

It  is  not  possible  to  obtain  accurate  statistics  of  the  commerce  which 
is  carried  on  mostly  in  small  boats  making  irregular  trips.  Two  small 
steamers  make  biweekly  trips  from  Elizabeth  City  to  South  Mills,  and 
carry  products  of  the  farms  adjacent  to  the  river  for  shipment  to 
markets. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $2, 403.02 

June  SO,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2, 398. 45 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 4.57 

(See  Appendix  L  9.) 

10.  Removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  naviga- 
tion. —  Wreck  of  steamer  Wyanoke — ^The  contractor  for  the  removal  of 
this  wreck,  after  making  two  unsuccessful  attempts  to  raise  the  vessel 
by  means  of  inflated  air  sacks,  abandoned  this  method  January  28, 1898, 
and  on  February  10, 1898,  proceeded  to  blow  the  wreck  to  pieces.  This 
he  accomplished  by  exploding  5  tons  of  dynamite  in  charges  of  from  700 
to  50  pounds. 
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The  debris  scattered  by  the  explosive  was  raised  to  the  surface  by  a 
derricked  barge.  Aboat  900  tons  of  material  was  raised  iu  this  mauuer 
and  discharged  from  the  barge"  to  a  dock  at  Newport  News,  Ya.  This 
was  completed  May  15, 1898. 

On  examination  of  the  locality  a  depth  of  55  to  65  feet  at  mean  low 
water  was  found,  and  no  obstruction  to  anchorage  was  noticed.  The 
work  being  satisfactory  in  every  respect  the  contractor  was  paid. 

The  removal  of  this  wreck  cost  $  17,811.32. 

Wreck  of  steamer  Helen  Smith, — After  inviting  bids  by  public  notice, 
this  work  was  awarded  to  William  T.  White,  the  lowest  bidder,  at  $100.50, 
who  raised  the  wreck  by  pontoons.  In  towing  the  wreck  to  shoal  water 
the  chains  slipped  from  the  hull  and  the  wreck  went  down  in  25  feet  of 
water,  when  he  abandoned  it. 

Britton  &  Wilson,  the  next  lowest  bidders,  agreed  to  do  the  work  for 
the  amount  of  their  bid,  and  were  authorized  to  proceed. 

Alter  attempting  to  raise  the  wreck  they  resorted  to  the  use  of  explo- 
sives, and  had  the  wreck  removed  by  October  15, 1897. 

The  cost  of  the  work  was  $205.88.  . 

Wreck  of  Schooner  A.'  D.  Lamson — This  was  the  wreck  of  a  three- 
masted  wooden  schooner  which  sank  after  collision  With  the  steamship 
Rappahannock  in  31  feet  of  water,  about  6  miles  east  by  north  out  from 
Gape  Henry  Light. 

Verbal  offers  of  local  firms  were  obtained,  and  Mr.  Henry  Seymour, 
of  Norfolk,  Va.,  was  engaged  to  do  the  work.  The  work  was  performed 
between  October  3, 1897,  and  November  4, 1897. 

The  cost  of  the  removal  of  this  wreck  was  $1,500. 

^yreck  of  schooner  Walker  Armington. — This  wreck  lay  in  29  feet  of 
water,  south  68^  31'  east  (magnetic)  from  Thimble  Shoal  Light  in  Chesa- 
peake Bay  and  about  2^  miles  therefrom.  The  wreck  being  a  dangerous 
obstruction  to  navigation  its  removal  was  authorized  December  2, 1897. 

After  advertisement  by  public  notice,  Messrs.  Virden  &  Koss,  of 
Lewes,  Del.,  entered  into  a  contract  under  date  of  January  1, 1898,  to 
do  the  work.  This  contract  was  faithfully  carried  out  between  January 
13, 1898,  and  February  4, 1898,  the  wreck  being  broken  up. 

The  cost  of  the  work  was  $3,191.13. 

(See  Appendix  L  10.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CERTAIN  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  NORTH 

CAROLINA. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Gapt.  W.  E.  Graighill,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  having  under  his  immediate  orders  Lieut.  Edgar  Jadwin, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  to  October  12, 1897,  and  Additional  Second  Lieut. 
John  0.  Oakes,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  September  30, 1897.  Division 
Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  Peter  C.  Hains,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  colonel,  Corps 
of  Engineers. 

i.  Ocraooke  Inlet,  North  Carolina. — In  1828  vessels  drawing  9  feet 
could  cross  the  ocean  bar  at  low  water,  but  immediately  within  the 
inlet  not  more  than  5  feet  could  be  carried. 

The  project  of  1827  was  to  dredfje  a  cut  10  feet  deep  at  high  water 
and  400  feet  wide  at  the  head  of  Wallace  Channel.  Between  1830  and 
1837  the  depth  was  increased  3^  feet  by  the  expenditure  of  $133,732.40,» 
when  the  improvement  was  abandoned. 

*In  addition  to  this  amount^  $17.60  was  carried  to  the  surplas  fond. 
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The  controlling  depth  at  mean  low  water  over  the  inner  shoals  was 
7^  feet  in  1891  and  1894,  and  the  depth  at  the  ocean  entrance  to  the 
inlet  was  14  feet  in  1891  and  1892  and  12  feet  in  1894. 

The  project  of  1889  was  to  dredge  a  channel  300  feet  wide  through 
the  shoals  within  this  inlet  at  an  estimated  cost,  if  10  feet  deep,  of 
$100,000^  if  13  feet  deep,  of  $190,000,  or  if  15  feet  deep,  of  9280,000, 
and  to  protect  the  channel  so  dredged  by  such  training  walls  or  pro- 
tecting dikes  as  may  possibly  prove  necessary,  at  an  estimated  addi- 
tional cost  of  9320,000. 

July  9, 1894,  the  project  was  again  modified  to  provide  for  dredging 
cuts  9  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  300  feet  wide,  about  5,000  feet 
long  at  the  head  of  Wallace  Channel  and  about  700  feet  long  in  Bea- 
con Island  Slough,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $51,513.39,  to  obtain  a  channel 
9  feet  deep  from  the  inlet  through  the  inner  shoals  to  Pamlico  Sound. 

To  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897^  the  total  expen- 
ditures for  this  locality  amounted  to  $:^21,3  49.37. 

At  that  date  the  project  of  July  9, 1894,  had  been  completed. 

A  survey  made  in  January,  1898,  shows  that  Beacon  Island  Slough 
cut  has  shoaled  to  approximately  its  original  condition. 

Boyal  Shoal  cut  has  shoaled  only  slightly,  principally  at  the  sides. 
The  least  available  depth  is  7  feet. 

The  commerce  during  1897  amounted  to  43,741  tons,  a  decrease  of 
6,259  tons  from  that  of  last  year. 

Ko  transportation  lines  were  established  during  the  year. 

Jnly  ly  1897,  balance  unexpended $17,  S83.03 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,093.59 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 16,289.44 

(See  Appendix  M  1.) 

2,  Fishing  Creek^  North  Carolina, — From  its  confluence  with  the  Tar 
Eiver,  94  miles  above  Pamlico  Sound,  up  to  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon 
Railroad  Bridge,  Fishing  Greek  is  from  35  to  150  feet  wide,  with  con- 
trolling channel  depth  on  its  bars  of  3  feet  at  the  average  high-water 
stage  of  winter  and  spring.    It  is  obstructed  by  many  snags. 

The  project  of  1889  as  modified  in  1896  is  to  clear  out  the  natural 
obstructions  up  to  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Eaikoad  Bridge,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $22,750,  and  to  maintain  the  improvement 

The  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  up  to  June  30, 1897,  was 
$5^85^5. 

The  acts  making  appropriations  provide  that  the  money  should  not 
become  available  until  draws  were  provided  in  such  bridges  as  were, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  engineer  in  charge,  unreasonable  obstructions  to 
navigation. 

On  June  30, 1897,  commencing  at  its  mouth,  for  about  12  miles  the 
channel  had  been  cleared  of  logs  and  snags  and  the  banks  for  the  same 
distance  cleared  of  overhanging  trees  and  brush  likely  to  obstruct 
navigation. 

By  the  expenditures  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  the 
creek  was  cleared  for  a  farther  distance  of  about  7  miles. 

The  creek  is  only  navigable  during  freshets. 

The  commerce  during  1897  amounted  to  2,460  tons,  a  gain  of  1,460 
tons  since  la^t  year. 

No  transportation  lines  were  established  during  the  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  $1,500  will  be  required  for  maintenance  of  the 
improvement  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900. 


RIVER   AND   HARBOR   IMPROVEMENTS.  203 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexx>6nded $9,314.45 

Jane  30,  1398,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 6,686.29 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  nne^ended 2,628.16 

Jaly  1, 1898,  oatstanding  liabilities 62.50 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 2,565.66 


Amount  (estimated)  xeqaired  for  completion  of  existing  project 7, 750. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  for  continuing  improvenvsnt , 7,750.00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  liscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 1,500.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  M  2.) 

5.  Pamlico  and  Tar  rivers^  North  Carolina, — (One  river,-  called  the 
Pamlico  below  and  the  Tar  above  Washington.)  When  the  United 
States  began  to  improve  it,  in  1877,  its  channel  was  obatracted  by  piles, 
wrecks,  and  bars.  Between  Washington  and  Tarboro  the  available 
depth  exceeded  2  to  3  feet  not  more  than  eight  months  annually,  and 
above  Washington  the  entire  river  was  more  or  less  obstructed  by  9nags, 
logs,  and  stumps  in  the  channel  and  by  trees  overhanging  from  its  banks. 

The  project  is  that  adopted  in  1875,  to  secure  by  dredging  and 
removal  of  war  obstructions  a  clear  and  safe  channel  9  feet  deep  at 
low  water  up  to  Washington;  extended  in  1879  to  clear  a  channel  60 
feet  wide,  3  feet  deep  at  low  water  22  miles  farther  to  Greenville,  and 
20  inches  deep  at  low  water  26  miles  farther  to  Tarboro ;  again  extended 
in  1889  to  clear  the  river  to  its  natural  dimensions  40  miles  farther  to 
Little  Fall,  2  miles  below  Eocky  Mount,  by  removal  of  war  obstructions, 
snags,  logs,  stumps,  and  overhanging  trees,  at  a  total  final  cost  esti- 
mated in  1891  at  $137,200.  The  project  was  extended  in  1894  to  include 
maintenance  between  Washington  and  Tarboro. 

To  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^  1897,  $97,859.07  had 
been  expended. 

At  that  date  the  river  between  Fishing  Greek  and  Washington  was 
clear  of  snags  and  the  project  width  and  depth  existed.  Above  Fish- 
ing Greek  the  river  had  been  roughly  snagged  several  years  before. 
The  channel  below  Washington  had  been  cleared  of  troublesome  stumps 
and  snags.    The  minimum  depth  below  Washington  was  7.6  feet. 

By  the  expenditures  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  river 
has  been  snagged  again  from  Washington  to  mouth  of  Fishing  Greek. 
The  project  width  and  depth  exists  above  Washington. 

The  commerce  during  1897  amounted  to  363,513^  tons,  a  gain  of 
lll,625f  tons  over  that  of  last  year. 

No  transportation  lines  were  established  during  the  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  $3,000  will  be  required  annually  for  maintenance 
of  the  improvement,  including  snagging. 

July  1, 1897f  balance  unexpended $5,140.93 

Jane  20, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscid  year 3, 854.20 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended ^ 1,286.73 

'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  couiplt^tion  of  existing  project. ......  38, 500. 00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  roaiutcnauce  annually 3, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  iiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  including  maintenance 20, 000.  (X) 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  M  3.) 
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4,  Contentnia  Creek,  North  Carolina. — ^When  the  United  States  began 
to  improve  this  creek,  in  1881,  it  was  badly  choked  with  fallen  timber, 
snags,  logs,  stnmps,  sand  bars,  and  dense  overhanging  growth. 

The  project  of  1881,  amended  in  1894  to  include  maintenance  below 
Snow  Hill,  is,  by  clearing  it  of  these  obstrnctions,  to  obtain  from  its 
confluence  with  the  Nense  to  Stantonsburg,  63  miles,  a  depth  of  not  less 
than  3  feet  during  the  higher  stages  of  about  nine  months'  duration 
annually  at  a  cost  estimated  in  1888  at  f  77,500. 

To  June  30, 1897,  there  had  been  expended  $66,869.50. 

At  that  date  the  creek  between  Snow  Hill  and  its  mouth  was  fairly 
clear  of  snags,  and  the  project  depth  existed  between  these  points. 

By  the  expenditures  of  the  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  the  creek  has 
again  been  cleared  of  snags  from  Snow  Hill  to  its  mouth. 

The  commerce  during  1897  amounted  to  2,800  tons,  a  loss  since  last 
year  of  14,004|  tons,  including  timber.  Extreme  low  water  during 
nearly  the  entire  year  curtailed  the  commerce. 

No  transportation  lines  were  established  during  the  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  92,000  will  be  required  annually  for  maintenance 
of  the  improvement,  including  snagging. 

July  1, 1897.  balance  nnexpended $2,130.50 

Jane  30, 1S&8,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 955. 57 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended * 1, 174.93 

July  1,1898,  outstanding  liabiUtiea 336.90 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  available 838.03 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existinfj:  project .......      8, 500. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expanded  in  fiscal  year  eudiog  June  30, 1900      5, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civU  act  of  Jane  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  M  4.) 

5.  Trent  River,  Worth  Carolina, — When  the  United  States  began  to 
improve  this  river  in  1879  there  was  a  channel  6  feet  deep,  comparatively 
free  from  obstructions,  from  Newbem,  18  miles,  to  PolloksviUe.  Above 
Polloksville  it  was  obstructed  by  bars  of  sand  and  rock,  and  especially 
by  great  numbers  of  snags  in  the  11  miles  from  Lower  Quaker  Bridge 
up  to  Trenton.  One  steamer  ran  regularly  to  Polloksville,  and  one 
occasionally  9  miles  farther,  to  Lower  Quaker  Bridge,  above  which 
point  navigation  was  confined  to  flatboats  and  rafts. 

The  project  of  1879,  extended  in  1H86  to  include  an  8-foot  channel 
through  Foys  Flats  above  Newbern,  was  to  secure  a  channel  3  feet  deep 
at  low  summer  stage  from  Polloksville  to  Trenton,  by  removing  all 
obstructions  and  dredging  a  cut  50  feet  wide  through  the  shoals  at  a 
cost  estimated  in  1887  at  $59,000. 

In  1889  the  project  was  extended  to  remove  obstructions  to  permit 
navigation  by  small  steamboats  33  miles  above  Trenton,  and  by  pole 
boats  6^  miles  farther,  to  Upper  Quaker  Bridge,  at  an  additional  cost 
of  $13,000. 

In  1892  the  project  was  extended  to  include  maintenance  below  Tren- 
ton, and  in  1896  so  as  to  provide  only  for  .maintenance  of  a  channel  30 
feet  wide  and  3  feet  deep  to  Trenton. 

To  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  $64,425.23  had 
been  expended. 

At  that  date  a  channel  30  feet  wide  and  3  feet  deep  at  low  water  had 
been  completed  to  Trenton  and  was  clear  of  snags. 

By  the  expenditure  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  river 
has  again  been  cleared  of  snags  firom  Newbern  to  Trenton. 

The  dredged  cuts  just  below  Trenton  have  shoaled,  reducing  the 
available  depth  to  about  18  inches  at  low  water. 
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The  commerce  during  1897  amonnted  to  142,788|  tons,  a  gain  of  688 
tons  over  last  year. 

^o  transportation  lines  were  established  daring  the  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  $2,500  annually  will  be  required  for  maintenance 
of  the  improvement. 

JiUj  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $2,074.77 

June  ZO,  1898,  amount  expended  dnring  fiscnl  ^^ear 787. 34 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,287.43 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 4.80 

^uly  1, 1898, balance  available 1,282.63 

(Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 2, 500. 00 
SnY>mitted  in  compliaDoe  witii  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  M  5.) 

6.  Neuse  River^  North  Carolina. — When  the  United  States  commenced 
the  improvement,  in  1878,  the  minimam  channel  depth  in  this  river  for 
nine  months  annually  was  9  feet  to  Newbern,  4  feet  to.Kini^ton,  3  feet 
to  Goldsboro,  and  2  feet  to  Smithfield.  The  river  was  badly  obstructed 
by  war  and  other  obstractious. 

The  approved  project  of  1871,  as  modified  in  1878, 1879, 1880, 1883, 
and  1888,  is  to  assure  an  8-foot  navigation  up  to  IS'ewbern  during  the 
entire  year,  4  feet  to  Kinston,  and  during  nine  months  of  the  year  3 
feet  to  Smithfield,  the  work  to  be  done  by  removing  war  obstructions, 
dredging,  jettying,  and  snagging,  at  a  total  cost  estimated  at  9374,000. 

In  1890  the  project  was  extended  to  include  maintenance. 

Up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  $294,219.65 
bad  been  expended  upon  this  improvement. 

At  that  date  the  ruling  depth  between  l^ewbem  and  the  mouth  of 
Conteutnia  Greek,  18  miles  below  Kinston,  was  4  feet  at  low  water, 
and  irom  there  to  Kinston  2  feet.  Many  of  the  old  jetties  were  in 
need  of  repairs;  some  had  entirely  washed  away.  The  river  from  the 
AVilmington  and  Weldon  Eailroad  Bridge,  near  Goldsboro,  to  Newbern 
was  tolerably  clear  of  snags. 

As  a  result  of  the  work  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the 
river  has  again  been  snagged  from  35-mile  post  to  Kewbern.  Two  new 
jetties  below  mouth  of  Conteutnia  Creek  were  completed,  two  new  ones 
above  the  mouth  were  built,  and  several  repaired.  The  ruling  depth 
between  Conteutnia  Creek  and  Kinston  is  2  feet,  and  between  Kewbern 
and  Conteutnia  4  feet. 

The  commerce  during  1897  amounted  to  380,749^  tons,  a  gain  of 
83,657  tons  over  that  of  last  year. 

No  transportation  lines  were  established  during  the  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  $5,000  will  be  required  annually  for  maintenance 
of  the  improvement,  including  snagging. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $2, 280. 35 

Jane  90, 18SiB|  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 1, 3b7. 23 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 913. 12 

July  1,1898,  outstanding  UabUitieB 2.40 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 910. 72 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 77, 500. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expen  (led  i  u  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  witb  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Juno  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  M  6.) 
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7.  InUmd  waterway  between  Newbem  and  Beaufort^  N,  0.  (via  Neuse 
and  Clubfoot  rivers,  Clubfoot  and  Harlowe  Canal,  owned  by  the  Albe- 
marle and  Chesapeake  Canal  Company,  and  Harlowe  and  Newport 
rivers  to  Beaufort  Harbor). — When  the  United  States  began  this 
improvement.  In  1885,  that  part  of  the  waterway,  18  miles  in  length, 
across  the  peninsula  between  the  Neuse  Kiver  and  Bogue  and  Core 
sounds,  embracing  15.5  miles  of  natural  channel,  connected  at  the 
summit  by  the  Clubfoot  and  Harlowe  Canal,  was  navigated  by  boats 
15  feet  wide,  with  a  draft  of  1  foot  at  low  water  and  about  2^  feet  at 
high  water. 

The  project  of  1884  is  to  obtain  a  channel  30  feet  wide  at  bottom  and 
5  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  across  the  peninsula  by  dredging  in  ' 
Clubfoot,  Newport,  and  Harlowe  rivers,  and  by  improvement  of  the 
canal,  at  a  cost  estimated  in  1886  at  $92,000. 

To  June  30, 1897,  $27,914.39  had  been  spent  upon  this  work. 

At  that  date  the  cuts  dredged  by  the  United  States  in  Harlowe 
Creek  had  remained  as  dredged,  but  the  cut  dredged  at  the  mouth  of 
the  creek  had  deteriorated  until  scarcely  a  trace  of  it  remained.  The 
least  available  channel  width  in  Clubfoot  Creek  and  in  Harlowe  Creek 
was  25  feetl  Some  logs  were  to  be  encountered  in  these  creeks.  Many 
sunken  logs  were  in  the  canal.  It  had  narrowed  and  shoaled,  and  had 
a  depth  of  1.5  feet  at  ordinary  low  water  and  3  feet  at  ordinary  high 
water. 

By  the  expenditure  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  logs 
and  snags  have  been  removed  from  Clubfoot  and  Harlowe  creeks. 
Otherwise  the  condition  remains  the  same  as  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year. 

Further  work,  except  maintenance,  by  snagging,  of  a  depth  equal  to 
that  in  the  canal,  has  been  postponed  to  await  the  cession  or  sale  of 
the  canal  to  the  United  States.  (See  Annual  Eeport,  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers for  1891,  p.  161.) 

The  commerce  on  this  waterway  during  1897  amounted  to  38,897^  tons, 
a  gain  of  9,160^  tons  over  last  year. 

No  transportation  lines  were  established  during  the  year. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $7,085.61 

June  30;  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 300.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 6,785.61 

(See  Appendix  M  7.) 

8.  Harbor  at  Beaufort^  N.  C. — When  this  improvement  by  the  United 
States  (begun  in  1836)  was  resumed  in  1881  the  erosion  of  Fort  Macon 
and  Shackleibrd  points  and  widening  of  the  entrance  between  them 
caused  serious  shoaling  of  the  channel  inside  the  bar,  across  which 
there  was  a  mid-channel  depth  of  not  less  than  15.3  feet  at  low  water. 
Within  the  harbor  from  the  Bulkhead  Channel  a  draft  of  only  2  feet  at 
low  water  could  be  carried  to  the  wharves  at  Beaufort. 

The  project  of  1881  was  to  stop  the  erosion  at  Fort  Macon  and 
Shackleford  points  by  jetties,,  to  dredge  a  channel  200  feet  wide  and  9 
feet  deep  at  low- water  from  the  Bulkhead  Channel  1,950  feet  to  the 
wharves  at  Beaufort,  and  to  dredge  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  6  feet 
deep  at  mean  low  water  from  the  6-foot  contour  leading  to  North  River, 
a  distance  of  12,670  feet. 

In  1887  the  project  was  modified  by  postponing  for  the  present  the 
dredging  of  the  cut  through  the  Old  Town  Channel  to  North  River, 
and  by  reducing  to  the  width  of  :I0()  feet  and  depth  of  5  feet  the  chan- 
nel to  be  dredged  from  the  Bulkhead  Channel  to  Beaufort;  and  in  1890 
the  project  was  again  modified  by  increasing  the  latter  dredging  to  the 
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depth  of  7  feet.  The  cost  of  execating  the  project  was  estimated  in 
1887  at  $163,000. 

In  1896  the  project  was  amended  so  as  to  include  only  the  building 
and  repair  of  jetties  and  sand  fences  at  Fort  Macon  and  Shackleford 
points  to  stop  erosion. 

Up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  $149,365.46 
had  been  expended  on  this  improvement. 

At  that  date  the  channel  leading  to  the  town  of  Beaufort  was  in  good 
condition ;  the  channel  across  the  Bulkhead  dredged  in  1895  had  shoaled 
to  about  4  feet  at  low  water.  The  depth  on  the  main  bar  was  10.5  feet 
at  low  water. 

The  work  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  has  been  con- 
fined to  the  maintenance  of  the  sand  fences  at  the  harbor  entrance, 
with  the  result  of  some  improvement  in  raising  the  beaches. 

The  channels  are  in  the  same  condition  as  at  the  end  of  the  last  year. 

The  commerce  during  1897  amounted  to  34,930^  tons,  a  loss  over  last 
year  of  3,876}  tons. 

No  transportation  lines  were  established  during  the  year. 

July  1,1897,  balance  nnezpended $5,634.54 

June  90, 1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fisoal  year 1,494.85 

Jnly  1,1888,  balance  unexpended ^....      4,139.69 

July  1,1896;  ontBtanding  Habilitiee 85.80 

Jnly  1,1898,  balance  available 4,053.89 

(See  Api>endix  M  8.) 

9.  Inland  waterway  between  Beaufort  Harbor  and  New  Biver,  North 
Carolina. — In  1886,  when  the  first  appropriation  for  this  improvement 
was  made,  there  were  in  the  28  miles  in  Bogue  Sound  from  Beaufort  to 
Swansboro  six  shoals,  aggregating  about  4  miles  in  length,  over  which 
not  more  than  18  inches  could  be  carried  at  low  water.  Elsewhere  the 
channel  was  not  less  than  3  feet  deep.  From  Swansboro  22  miles  to 
New  Eiver  the  route  followed  intricate  tidal  channels,  varying  from 
1,000  to  12  feet  in  width  and  10  feet  to  6  inches  in  depth  at  ordinary 
low  water. 

The  project  adopted  in  1885  embraced  only  that  part  of  the  route 
from  Beaufort  to  Swansboro,  and  is  to  obtain  a  channel  of  the  mini- 
mum depth  of  3  feet  and  width  of  100  feet  by  dredging  through  all  the 
shoals,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $50,000. 

In  1896  the  project  was  modified  to  read,  ^<  to  obtain  a  channel  60  feet 
wide  and  3  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  through  Bogue  Sound." 

To  June  30, 1897,  $42,500  had  been  expended  upon  this  work. 

At  that  date  a  channel  of  the  variable  widths  40, 60,  and  100  feet,  and 
not  less  than  3  feet  deep  at  low  water,  had  been  obtained  by  dredging 
through  6  shoals,  aggregating  4.8  miles  in  length. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  there  has  been  no  work 
done  or  expenditures  made. 

The  commerce  during  1897  amounted  to  19,193|  tons,  a  gain  of  l,171f 
tons  since  last  year. 
'  No  transportation  lines  were  established  during  the  year. 

Jnly  1, 1897, balance  unexpended $1,000.00 

July  1,1898^  balance  unexpended 1,000.00 

{ Amount  (eetimated)  required  for  completion  of  existiD^  project 6, 500. 00 

Amount  tiiat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endmg  Judc  30, 1900  6, 500. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  riyer  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  M  9.) 
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10,  Nexo  Bivevj  North  Carolina, — In  1886,  when  the  United  States 
began  this  improvement,  there  was  aronnd  Cedar  Bash  Marsh,  1^  miles 
above  the  mouth,  a  circuitous  channel  in  which  the  depth  was  less  than 
4  feet  on  two  shoals,  and  around  Wrights  Island,  700  yards  above  the 
bar,  a  circuitous  channel,  but  not  less  than  5  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water.  Except  around  Cedar  Bush  Marsh  4  feet  could  be  carried  from 
the  ocean,  23  miles,  to  Jacksonville. 

The  original  project,  adopted  in  1882,  was  to  straighten,  widen  to  150 
feet,  and  deepen  by  dredging  to  5  feet  at  mean  low  water  the  channel 
around  the  marsh,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $40,000. 

The  project  of  1885  was  to  dredge  a  straight  channel  4  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water,  150  feet  wide,  and  5,710  feet  long,  through  Cedar  Bush 
Marsh;  also  to  dredge  a  channel  4  feet  deep,  150  feet  wide  (changed  in 
1892  to  100  feet),  and  1,200  feet  long,  through  Wrights  Island. 

June  18, 1894,  the  project  was  again  modified  to  improve  by  strain- 
ing wall  and  by  dredging  the  channel  around  Cedar  Bush  Marsh,  in 
place  of  the  cut  made  through  the  marsh,  which  had  to  be  abandoned 
in  consequence  of  shoaling  at  its  upper  extremity. 

To  June  30, 1897,  $29,500  had  been  expended  on  this  improvement. 
At  that  date  the  project  depth  existed  except  at  Cedar  Bush  Marsh 
shoal,  where  the  available  depth  was  3  feet. 

Ko  field  work  has  been  done  duriug  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^ 
1898.    An  inspection  of  the  work  was  made. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  channel  has  slightly  deteriorated.  The 
training  wall  has  been  neai-ly  destroyed  by  the  teredo,  and  the  depth  of 
water  on  the  shoal  is  slightly  less  than  3  feet. 

The  commerce  on  this  stream  during  1897  amounted  to  2,107  tons^  a 
loss  of  5,106  tons  since  last  year. 

No  transportation  lines  were  established  during  the  year. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $3, 500. 00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 100. 00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 3,400.00 

(See  Appendix  M  10.) 

11,  Black  Biver,  North  Carolina, — When  the  United  States  began  to 
improve  this  river,  in  1887,  the  channel  from  the  mouth  24  miles  to  Point 
Caswell  was  fairly  cleared  to  a  depth  not  less  than  4  feet  at  low  sum- 
mer stages,  and  was  roughly  cleared  62  miles  farther  to  Lisbon,  with  a 
least  channel  depth  of  2f  feet  at  low  stage  in  the  10  miles  from  Poiut 
Caswell  to  Haws  Narrows;  thence  52  miles  to  Lisbon  the  depth  at  low 
summer  stage  was  18  inches  to  3  feet  on  the  shoals  and  10  to  12  feet  in 
the  pools. 

The  project  of  1885,  modified  in  1892  and  1893,  was  to  apply  at  least 
$13,000  to  removing  logs,  snags,  and  overhanging  trees  from  the  bed 
and  banks  and  rounding  off  a  few  of  the  sharpest  ben(ls  in  the  river 
from  its  confluence  with  the  Cape  Fear  up  64  miles  to  Clear  Bun. 

This  project  was  completed  September  20, 1895. 

The  project  of  1894  was  the  maintenance  of  the  channel  up  to  Clear 
Kun  clear  of  logs,  snags,  and  overhanging  trees. 

The  project  of  1896  is  the  continuation  of  that  of  1894. 

To  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  $15,472.51  had 
been  expended. 

At  that  date  the  river  had  been  cleared  of  snags  and  overhanging 
trees  from  its  confluence  with  the  Ca])e  Feur  to  Clear  Eun  (64  miles). 
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Navigation  was  obstracted  for  several  months  in  each  year  by  shoals, 
and  the  river  was  obstracted  by  suags  and  overhanging  trees,  particu- 
larly below  the  forty-seventh  milepost. 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1898,  owing  to  the  limited 
amoant  of  funds  available,  no  work  could  be  attempted. 

The  commerce  daring  1897  amounted  to  31,144  tons,  a  loss  of  37,889^ 
tons  since  last  year. 

!N'o  transportation  lines  were  established  during  the  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  $2,000  will  be  required  for  maintenance  of  the 
improvement  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  anezponded $770.83 

JimediO^  ISQSf  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 1.50 

Joly  If  1898,  balance  unexpended 1 769.33 

{Amoont  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 2, 000. 00 
Sabmitted  in  compliance  with  reqairements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sandry  civil  act  of  Jane  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  M  11.) 

12.  North  East  {Cape Fear)  River,  North  Carolina. — ^In  1890,  when  the 
United  States  began  to  improve  this  river,  a  draft  of  at  least  6  feet 
could  be  carried  up  48  miles  to  Bannerman's  bridge  at  lowest  stage. 
From  Bannerman's  bridge,  55  miles  up  to  Kornegay's  bridge,  the  river 
is  so  shallow  that  its  navigation  is  depeudent  upon  freshet  stages. 
'Above  Bannerman's  bridge  it  was  badly  obstructed  by  snags  and  over- 
hanging trees. 

The  project  of  1889  is  to  clear  the  channel  to  its  natural  depth  and 
to  a  gcKMi  width  for  small  light-draft  steamers  up  to  Hallsville,  and  for 
pole  boats  up  to  Komegay's  bridge,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $30,000. 

To  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  $14,675.22  had 
been  expended. 

At  that  date  snags  and  other  obstructions  had  been  removed  between 
the  56th  and  the  98^  mileposts,  and  over  a  space  of  three  miles  immedi- 
ately above  Wilmington.  In  consequence  of  this  work  a  small  steam- 
boat had  commenced  to  make  semiweekly  trips  from  Wilmington  to 
Groom's  bridge  and  to  HallsviUe  weekly,  when  the  stage  of  water 
permitted. 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1896,  owing  to  the  limited 
amount  of  funds  available,  no  work  was  done. 

The  commerce  during  1897  amounted  to  63,398  tons,  a  loss  of  21,765^ 
tons  since  last  year. 

Ko  transportation  lines  were  established  during  the  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  $2,000  will  be  required  for  maintenance  of  the 
improvement  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $568. 11 

Jane 30, 189)8,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscalyear 1.30 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 666.81 

t Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improYement 2,000.00 
Sabmitted  in  compliance  with  reqairements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sandry  civil  act  of  Jane  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  M  12.) 
ENO  08 14 
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13,  Cape  Fear  River  above  Wilmington^  N.  0, — la  1882,  when  the 
United  States  began  to  improve  this  river,  a  draft  of  4  feet  could  be 
oarried  at  lowest  stages  47  miles  above  Wilmington  to  Kellys  Cove; 
thence  68  miles  to  Fayetteville  there  were  many  sboals,  on  some  of 
which  the  depth  was  not  more  than  12  to  14  inches  during  the  low 
stage;  from  Indian  Wells  Landing,  37  miles  above  Wilmington,  78  miles 
to  Fayetteville,  the  river  was  badly  obstructed  by  snags,  logs,  and 
overhanging  trees. 

The  project  of  1881,  as  matured  in  1885  and  1886,  is  to  obtain  at  all 
times  of  the  year  a  depth  of  4  feet  from  Wilmington  73  miles  to  Eliza- 
bethtown,  and  of  3  feet  thence  42  miles  to  Fayetteville,  by  removing 
snags  and  rocks  from  the  bed  and  overhanging  trees  from  the  banks,  by 
contracting  the  channel  by  jetties  on  the  shoals,  and  by  a  little  dredging 
at  a  bar  of  clay,  at  a  total  cost  estimated  in  1886  at  $472,000. 

To  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  $133,232.87  bad 
been  expended. 

At  that  date  the  river  was  obstructed  by  many  sunken  logs  and  snags 
from  the  head  of  navigation  at  Fayetteville  to  the  head  of  tide  water 
at  Kellys  Cove. 

During  the  year  the  river  was  snagged  from  Kellys  Cove  to  Fayette- 
ville. 

The  commerce  during  1897  amounted  to  91,841  tons,  a  loss  since  last 
year  of  7,516J  tons. 

No  transportation  lines  were  established  during  the  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  $3,000  will  be  required  annually  for  maintenance 
of  the  improvement,  including  snagging. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $4,431.46 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3, 032. 64 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 1,898.82 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities ^ 33.31 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 1,365.51 


"Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 137,  750. 00 

Amountthatcan  beprofitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  M  13.) 

14.  Cape  Fear  River  at  and  below  Wihningtony  N.  C. — The  United 
States  beijan  to  improve  the  river  between  the  bar  and  Wilmington  in 
1829  and  the  channel  on  the  bar  in  1853.  In  1829  the  river  was  so 
obstructed  that  vessels  drawing  more  than  10  feet  were  obliged  to 
anchor  14  miles  below  Wilmington  and  discharge  a  part  of  their  cargoes 
into  lighters.  In  1853  at  low  water  on  the  bar  the  least  mid-channel 
depth  was  7  feet  in  the  western  channel,  7^  feet  in  the  eastern  channel, 
and  8  feet  at  New  Inlet,  7  miles  above  the  mouth. 

The  original  project  of  1827  was  to  deepen  the  chjinnel  through  the 
shoals  in  the  8  miles  next  below  Wilmington  by  contracting  it  by  jetties 
and  by  diverting  into  it  water  from  Brunswick  Eiver  and  from  Fishing 
and  Kodmans  creeks. 

The  project  of  1853  was  to  straighten  and  deepen  the  channel  on  the 
bar  by  building  jetties  and  a  wing  dam,  by  dredging,  by  diverting  water 
through  it  from  J^ew  Inlet,  by  building  a  jetty  at  Federal  Point,  and 
by  closing  two  small  breaches  in  Zekes  Island. 

The  project  of  1870  was  to  deepen  the  bar  channel  by  closing  the 
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breacbeB  between  Smiths  and  Zekes  islands,  with  the  ultimate  closure 
of  New  Inlet  in  view. 

The  project  of  1873  was  to  deepen  the  channel  through  the  bar,  added 
to  that  of  1870,  to  dredge  in  the  Baldbead  (eastern)  Channel,  to  extend 
across  Zekes  Island  and  beyond  it  into  the  river  the  dam  then  being 
built  to  dose  the  breaches  between  Smiths  and  Zekes  islands,  and  to 
close  New  Inlet,  commencing  with  the  building  of  a  jetty  from  Federal 
Point. 

The  project  of  1874  was  <'to  get  12  feet  at  low  water  as  high  as  the 
city  of  Wilminsrton  ^  by  dredging  a  channel  100  feet  wide  through 
Horseshoe  Shoal  below  New  Inlet  and  through  three  other  shoals  near 
Wilmington. 

The  project  of  1881  was  to  dredge  a  channel  2f  miles  in  length  through 
Horseshoe  Shoal  and  through  eight  other  shoals  above  it  270  feet  wide 
and  16  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  deep  water  at  Smithville 
(Soathport)  to  Wilmington. 

February  28, 1889,  pursuant  to  a  requirement  of  tbe  river  and  har- 
bor act  of  August  11, 1888,  the  cost  of  obtaining  a  channel  20  feet  deep 
at  mean  low  water  from  Wilmington  to  the  ocean  was  reported  to  be 
$1,800,000.  In  tbe  Annual  Eeport  for  1889  it  was  reported  tliat  an 
additional  appropriation  of  $25,000  would  be  required  to  complete  tbe 
project  of  1881  and  obtain  a  channel  16  feet  deep  from  Wilmington  to 
the  ocean.  By  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  September  19, 1890,  Con- 
gress appropriated  $170,000  for  improving  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver  at  and 
below  Wilmington,  and  dredging  to  the  depth  of  20  feet  commenced  at 
Wilmington  January  19, 1891,  and  ceased  at  Brunswick  Eiver  Shoal, 
4J  miles  below  Wilmington,  September  7, 1892. 

Since  September  7, 1892,  work  has  been  in  progress  to  obtain  a  chan- 
nel through  the  shoals  between  Wilmington  and  the  bar,  and  on  the 
latter  18  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water. 

The  project  of  1896  is  to  obtain  a  depth  at  mean  low  water  of  20  feet 
and  a  channel  width  of  150  feet  (of  the  270  feet  projected  in  1889)  from 
Wilmington  to  the  ocean. 

Expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $2,697,000.99. 

At  that  date  a  channel  20  feet  deep  existed  over  tbe  bar  and  a  chan- 
nel 18  feet  deep  had  been  dredged  through  the  shoals  in  the  river  to 
Wilmington.  The  following  shoals  had  been  dug  to  20  feet  depth: 
Wilmington  for  a  width  of  270  feet.  Alligator  Creek  for  a  width  of  148 
feet,  Brunswick  Eiver  for  a  width  of  74  feet,  and  Lilliput  (lower  reach) 
for  a  width  of  from  37  to  74  feet. 

Tlie  breach  around  the  shore  end  of  !New  Inlet  Dam  at  Federal  Point 
lias  been  closed. 

The  results  derived  from  the  expenditures  during  tbe  year  have  been 
that  the  20-foot  cbannel  at  Lilliput  Sboal  has  been  increased  in  width 
te  148  feet  on  the  lower  reach  and  74  to  111  feet  on  the  upper  reach,  a 
20  foot  channel  has  been  dredged  through  Old  Brunswick  Cove  Shoal 
148  feet  wide,  and  at  Midnight  Shoal  a  20foot  channel  has  been  dredged 
through  the  upper  reach  74  feet  wide  and  through  the  lower  reach  37 
feet  wide. 

The  commerce  during  1897  amounted  to  596,426  tons,  a  loss  of  77,782 
tons  since  last  year. 

No  transportation  lines  were  established  during  the  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  $25,000  will  be  required  annually  for  maintenance 
of  the  improvement  where  the  projected  depth  and  width  have  been 
obtained. 
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July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $173,114.01 

l^fovember  15, 1897,  proceeds  of  sale,  interappropriations $775. 70 

November  24, 1897,  proceeds  of  sale,  interappropriations 75. 66 

December  21, 1897,  proceeds  of  sale,  interappropriations 58. 20 

€09.56 


174, 023. 57 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 71, 934. 68 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 102,088.89 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 2,289.28 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 99,799.61 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1, 035, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 

30,1900 150,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  J  une  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  M  14.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  WACCAMAW  RIVER,  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  SOUTH 
CAROLINA,  AND  OF  CERTAIN  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  SOUTH  CARO- 
LINA. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  Frederic  V,  Abbot,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  to  September  15, 1897,  having  nnder  his  immediate  orders 
Lieut.  Edwin  E.  Staart,  Corps  of  Engineers:  in  the  temporary  charge 
of  Lieutienant  Stuart  from  September  15  to  October  9, 1897,  and  in  the 
charge  of  Maj.  E.n.Buffner,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  that  date,  these 
officers  having  under  their  immediate  orders  Lieut.  Harley  B.  Fergu- 
son, Corps  of  Engineers,  from  September  30,  1897,  to  April  11, 1898, 
Lieutenant  Stuart  from  October  9  to  November  10, 1897,  Lieut.  Charles 
Keller,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  April  11, 1898,  and  Lieut.  Edward  H. 
Schulz,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  May  20,  1898.  Division  Engineer, 
Brig.  Gen.  Peter  C.  Haius,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  colonel,Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Waccamaw  Eiver^  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina, — In  1880 
this  stream  was  navigable  for  12-foot  boats  at  all  stages  of  water  fiom 
Georgetown,  23  miles,  to  Bull  Creek,  and  at  high  water  4  miles  farther, 
to  Bucks  Lower  Mills;  thence  for  7-foot-draft  boats,  at  high  water,  22 
miles  farther,  to  Conway;  thence  it  possessed  an  obstructed  channel  for 
3-foot-draft  boats,  at  ordinary  winter  water,  68  miles,  to  Reeves  Ferry; 
thence  an  obstructed  channel,  with  3  feet  at  high  water,  for  30  miles,  to 
Lake  Waccamaw. 

The  project  of  improvement  provides  for  a  channel  12  feet  deep  at  all 
stages  .of  water  with  80  feet  bottom  width  from  the  mouth  of  the  river 
to  Conway,  thence  a  cleared  channel  to  Lake  Waccamaw,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $138,400. 

The  original  estimated  cost  was  $29,370,  which  was  revised  in  1885 
and  increased  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  that  year  to  the  present  figure, 
$138,400.  In  Annual  Eeport  for  1886,  page  170,  maintenance  is  esti- 
mated at  $4,000  per  year  after  completion  of  improvement. 

The  total  expenditure  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $97,035.87.  At  that  date 
the  river  was  safely  navigable  for  steamers  over  the  whole  improved 
portion. 

During  the  past  year  the  river  was  snagged  at  intervals,  2,031  obstruc- 
tions having  been  removed.  This  makes  the  aggregate  number  of 
obstructions  removed  since  June  30, 1884,  32,429.  The  total  expendi- 
tures for  the  corresponding  period  have  been  $72,252.51.  During  the 
past  fiscal  year  $2,281.82  has  been  spent  and  the  former  improved  por- 
tion of  the  river  has  been  kept  free  of  snags. 
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CommereUil  statUtios, 


1887 
ltW9 

IhSl 

idy3 


Total 
tons. 


67,185 
76,245 
83^03 
70,076 


Value. 


12,129.231.76 
2, 308, 915. 00 
2,317,368.60 
2,231.112.00 
2, 178, 369. 00 
2,095,518.00 


Year. 


1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1888 


Total 
tons. 


99.298 
128, 466 
20;{,  388 
241,800 
258, 191 


Valae. 


$2, 120. 864. 00 
2, 063,  697. 00 
2, 314, 175.  (M) 
2, 406, 390. 00 
2,606,280.00 


Jnlj  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $2,864.13 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2, 281. 82 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended. 


582.31 


(Amount  (estimated)  reqnired  for  completion  of  existing  project 38, 500. 00 
Amountthat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30, 1900      3, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  ana  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Api>endix  N  1.) 

2.  Little  Pedee  Bivevy  South  OarolifM. — The  river  in  its  original  con- 
dition was  much  obstructed  by  snags  and  overhanging  trees  and  by 
ten  bridges  without  draws.  In  places  it  was  divided  into  several 
branches,  in  none  of  which  was  there  a  good  channel. 

Under  the  plan  of  improvement  it  is  proposed  to  snag  the  river  and 
close  unnecessary  branches,  providing  for  steamboat  navigation  up  to 
the  mouth  of  Lumber  Elver  and  pole- boat  navigation  thence  to  Little 
Eock,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $50,000. 

The  total  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $20,514.19.  At  that 
date  the  river  had  been  quite  well  snagged  from  the  mouth,  65  miles  to 
the  mouth  of  Lumber  Biver,  and  roughly  cleared  for  pole  boats  and 
rafts  48  miles  farther,  to  Little  Kock.  A  plant  had  been  built  and 
16,302  obstructions  removed. 

Daring  the  past  year  $1,171.85  has  been  spent  for  oflBce  expenses  and 
care  of  plant.  No  obstructions  have  been  removed.  From  the  begin- 
ning 20,869  obstructions  have  been,  removed.  Some  dredging  will  be 
needed  to  develop  the  full  value  of  this  stream. 

Commercial  statistics. 


:e*r. 


18M. 


Total 
tons. 


4,614 
7,115 
6,153 
8,375 


Valne. 


$52,760 

92,964 

101, 536 

114,600 


—^ 

Year. 


1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 


Total 
tous. 


12, 438 
17, 050 
13, 162 
11,900 


Value. 


$117.  470 
198, 500 
100, 400 
105,750 


Jnly  1, 1897,  halance  unexpended $1,485.81 

Jaoe  30, 18ii8,  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 1, 171. 85 


Joly  1, 1898,  halanoe  unexpended 


313.96 


28, 000. 00 


(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existinjj  project 
Amount  that  can  be  prontably  expended  iu  tiscal  ^ear  eudiug  J  une  30, 1900      3, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  ot  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  aeta  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  N  2.) 

3.  Great  Pedee  Riverj  South  Carolina, — The  river  in  its  original  con- 
dition was  dangerously  obstructed  by  logs  everywhere.  Boats  draw- 
ing 9  feet  of  water  were  able  to  reach  Smith  Mills^  52  miles  above  the 
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moath.  Those  drawing  3j^  feet  conld  get  54  miles  farther  np  at  low 
water  to  Little  Blaff,  or  at  high  water  to  Gheraw,  172  miles  from  the 
mouth. 

The  project  of  improvement  provides  for  a  thoroughly  cleared  9-foot 
navigation  to  Smith  Mills  and  a  3^-foot  navigation  to  Oheraw  at  all 
stages  of  water,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  9117,000. 

The  original  project  of  1880  contained  no  estimate  of  cost.  From  1880 
to  1886,  inclusive,  $47,000  was  appropriated.  In  the  Annual  Report  for 
1886,  page  170,  it  was  estimated  that  $70,000  in  addition  to  this  $47,000 
would  complete  the  improvement  and  that  $5,000  a  year  would  be 
required  for  maintenance. 

The  total  expenditure  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $99,504.85. 

At  that  date,  the  river  as  far  up  as  the  Wilmington,  Columbia  and 
Augusta  Railroad  Bridge  had  been  thoroughly  snagged  and  was  in 
good  condition  for  steamers  to  run  by  night  as  well  as  by  day.  This 
bridge  is  103  miles  above  the  mouth.  The  remaining  69  miles  to  Cheraw, 
which  is  the  head  of  the  projected  improvement,  was  still  in  bad  condi- 
tion, although  steamers  ran  as  far  as  Oheraw,  except  when  the  river  was 
low.    A  snag  boat  had  been  built  especially  for  use  on  this  upper  river. 

During  the  year  $3,890.48  has  been  expended  and  4,059  obstructions 
have  been  removed.  Since  June  30,  1884,  31,996  obstructions  have 
been  removed.  Some  dredging  will  be  needed  to  develop  the  full  value 
of  the  stream. 

Commercial  atatiaiics. 


Year. 


1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 


Total 
tonB. 


62,344 
92,471 
94,661 
91,025 


Valae. 


$1, 867, 330 
1,401,038 
1, 166, 874 
1,169,070 


Year. 


1895 
1896 
1897 
1893 


Total 
tons. 


106, 115 

229.964 

114. 177 

75, 280 


Valne. 


$893,430 
1,325,250 
1, 167, 914 
1,228.885 


July  1,  ISO*?,  balance  unexpended : J.  $7,995.15 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 3, 890. 48 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 4,104.67 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 510.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 3,594.67 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing:  project 9, 500. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  infiscalyear  endiug  JuneSO,  1900      9, 500. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  N  3.) 

4.  Winyah  Bay^  South  Carolina. — ^This  large  bay  is  connected  with 
the  ocean  by  a  passage  between  the  shores  of  Korth  and  South  islands 
2^  miles  long,  1  mile  wide  at  the  bay,  three-foarths  of  a  mile  at  its 
gorge,  and  1|  miles  wide  at  the  ocean  or  southeasterly  end  of  North 
Island.  Through  the  passage,  which  trends  north-northwest  and  south- 
southeast,  there  is  a  bold  channel  36  feet  deep  at  the  bay,  retaining  a 
depth  of  not  less  than  20  feet  until  about  3,000  feet  southerly  from  the 
end  of  North  Island  and  of  not  less  than  15  feet  to  a  point  about  1 
mile  south  of  the  island,  where  the  chauDcl  divides  into  two.  One  of 
these  two  channels,  known  as  the  main  ship  channel,  continues  3^ 
miles  farther,  through  extensive  shoals,  to  the  18-foot  contour  in  the 
ocean.   This  channel  is  south-southeast  and  in  alignment  with  the  bold 
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channel  throngh  the  straits.  The  other,  known  as  Bottle  Channel, 
after  flowing  about  2,500  feet  southeasterly,  1,500  feet  easterly,  and 
about  3,000  feet  northeasterly,  before  the  improvement  commenced 
reached  the  181bot  contour  in  the  ocean  at  a  distance  of  about  1^  miles 
in  a  direction  from  the  point  of  separation  from  the  main  ship  channel 
almost  at  right  angles  with  the  direction  of  that  channel  and  of  the 
channel  through  the  passage.  At  mean  low  water  the  depth  on  the 
crest  of  the  bar  was  variable  in  both  channels  and  about  7  to  9  feet  in 
the  main  channel  and  6  to  8  feet  in  Bottle  Channel.  The  mean  range 
of  tide  is  3^  feet 

The  original  project  provides  for  two  jetties  springing  respectively 
from  North  and  South  islands  and  converging  toward  the  bar.  They 
are  to  be  constructed  of  mattress  foundation,  loaded  with  a  stone 
superstructure!  composed  of  large  riprap.  The  height  of  crest  of  each 
jetty  is  to  be  6  feet  above  mean  low  water.  The  originally  projected 
length  of  the  north  jetty  was  10,700  feet,  that  of  the  south  jetty  17,600 
feet.  Since  the  date  at  which  the  project  was  approved  the  shore  lines 
and  curves  on  the  bar  have  changed  so  materially  as  to  make  it  neces- 
sary to  shift  the  positions  of  the  jetties  somewhat;  as  the  project  now 
stands  the  authority  for  such  changes,  without  change  in  estimate,  is 
given  in  the  letter  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  April  2, 1897.  The 
depth  to  be  secured  is  15  feet  at  mean  low  water.  The  total  expendi- 
ture to  June  30, 1897,  was  $431,888.14. 

To  June  30, 1891,  the  north  jetty  had  been  advanced  only  to  about 
low- water  line;  June  30, 1892,  the  end  of  the  jetty  was  2,090  feet  beyond 
the  low- water  line,  with  its  crest  18  inches  above  mean  low  watfer;  July 
22, 1893,  on  suspension  of  work,  the  jetty  had  been  built  to  a  height  of 
18  inches  above  mean  low  water  for  a  distance  of  2,200  feet  from  shore, 
and  the  mattresses  had  been  extended  1,464  feet  farther,  in  which  dis- 
tance the  height  gradually  diminished  from  18  inches  above  mean  low 
water  to  the  thickness,  about  2  feet,  of  the  ballast  on  the  mattresses  at 
their  extremities. 

On  June  30, 1895,  the  jetty  had  been  built  to  a  height  of  18  inches 
above  mean  low  water  for  a  distance  of  4,700  feet  from  the  shore  end, 
and  the  extremity  of  the  mattresses  was  6,655  feet  from  the  same  point. 
The  low-water  line,  which  was,  in  1890, 570  feet  from  the  initial  point  of 
the  jetty,  was  on  June  30, 1895, 1,070  feet  from  that  point. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1896,  the  work  was  continued 
on  north  jetty,  extending  that  part  of  it  which  is  18  inches  above  low 
water  to  a  point  5,200  feet,  at  low  water  to  5,500  feet,  and  at  a  level 
just  above  the  bottom  to  6,655  feet  from  the  shore  end.  About  5,000 
tons  of  large  stone  and  3,000  tons  of  small  stone  were  used.  It  cost 
$17,000  in  round  numbers. 

The  aggregate  material  in  the  north  jetty  so  far  is  as  follows :  Mat- 
tress, 60,401  square  yards;  stone,  107,735  tons;  sheet  piling,  1^94,976 
feet  B.  M.;  oyster  shells,  601  cubic  yards. 

The  spur  jetties  on  South  Island  beach  were  completed.  On  the  mud 
dike  21,169  cubic  yards  of  mud  was  deposited,  making  its  total  prism 
113,923  cubic  yards;  16,404  square  yards  of  sodding  was  also  done. 

Specifications  for  completing  the  improvement  under  continuing  con- 
tracts were  prepared  and  bids  opened  on  March  12, 1897,  for  completing 
the  mud  dike,  for  constructing  jetties,  and  for  constructing  a  pump 
dredge. 

During  the  past  year  the  north  end  of  the  mud  dike  was  extended, 
using  40,313.35  cubic  yards  of  mud  and  48,776.6  square  yards  of  sod- 
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ding.  A  mack  ditch  2,575  feet  long  was  dug.  Work  under  the  con- 
tract for  constructing  the  jetties  did  not  begin  until  March  1, 1898,  after 
which  time  1,993  linear  feet  of  jetty  was  partially  built.  The  material 
used  was  10,463.33  square  yards  of  mattress,  8,233.43  tons  of  ballast, 
and  1,899.6  tons  of  large  stone.  The  steam  pump  dredge  for  this  place 
was  nearly  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year.' 

The  Bottle  Channel,  which  had  begun  to  deepen  in  1896,  had  main- 
tained its  depth  of  9  feet  in  May,  1897,  and  was  625  feet  wide.  In  1898 
an  increase  of  1  foot  is  shown  in  depth  and  125  feet  in  width  of  channel. 

Commeroial  BtaiisUaa, 


Year. 


1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 


TotAl 
tons. 


261,370 
271.986 
268,640 
293,822 


Yalue. 


$8,071,600 


Year. 


1896 
1897 
1898 


Total 
tons. 


171,059 
149.374 
125,003 


Value. 


16,228,350 
5,817,950 
6,587,880 


Jaly  1,  1897,  balance  anezpended $366,861.86 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  sundry  ciyil  act  approved  July  1, 1898 450, 000. 00 


June  so,  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 


816, 861. 86 
45, 592. 01 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 771,269.85 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities $11, 800. 00 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts..  1, 297, 599. 59 

1,309,399.59 


400,000.00 


'Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,1900 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  N  4.) 

5.  Santee  River j  South  Carolina. — This  river  in  its  original  condition 
was  considerably  obstructed  at  all  stages  of  water  by  sunken  logs  and 
snags.  Its  bar  entrance  was  narrow,  crooked,  and  shifting,  with  only 
about  4  feet  of  water  at  low  tide.  Four  steamers  and  a  few  vessels 
were  then  running  upon  portions  of  the  river. 

The  project  of  1880  proposed  to  provide  the  river  with  a  good  outlet 
through  Mosquito  Creek  to  Winyah  Bay  by  deepening  and  straighten- 
ing this  creek  to  60  feet  width  and  7  feet  depth;  to  secure  7-foot  navi- 
gation in  the  river  from  its  mouth  120  miles  to  Wright  Bluff,  and  thence 
5-foot  navigation  23  miles  farther  to  its  head  in  the  Congaree  and 
Wateree  rivers. 

The*  estimated  cost  was  $104,427.40.  At  the  same  time  the  estimated 
cost  of  cutting  a  canal  from  Estherville  plantation  to  Minim  Creek,  in 
lieu  of  the  Mosquito  Creek  Canal,  was  $158,000.  In  1887  the  estimate 
was  increased  to  $346,500. 

The  revised  project  of  1889  provides  for  leaving  the  Mosquito  Creek 
Canal,  which  has  been  completed  30  feet  wide  and  3  feet  deep,  for  a 
timber  route,  cutting  a  new  canal  between  Estherville  and  Minim  Creek 
large  enough  for  river  steamers,  and  snagging  the  entire  river,  at  au 
estimated  cost  of  $350,000. 

The  project  of  1889  was  submitted  to  Congress  in  the  Annual  Beport 
for  that  year,  page  1184. 
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Total  expenditures  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $222,762.42. 

At  that  date  tbe  first  cut  of  the  EsthervilleMinim  Creek  Canal  was 
entirely  through  to  the  Santee  Kiver.  The  Mosquito  Creek  Canal  was 
in  fair  condition,  and  was  much  used  as  a  timber  route.  During  the 
past  year  $16,784.72  has  been  spent,  and  167,305  cubic  yards  of  mate- 
rial and  648  stumps  have  been  removed,  wideniogand  deepening  portions 
of  the  channeL  The  river  itself  is  safely  navigable  at  extreme  low 
water. 

Commercial  statistics. 


1»2 
1393 


Total 
tons. 


100,255 
110,523 
124, 182 
115,428 


Value. 


$2, 743, 000 
2,775,800 
2, 679, 600 
2,875,000 


Year. 


1895 
1896 
1897 
1808 


Total 
tons. 


117,690 
134,135 
134,206 
112,205 


Valne. 


$2,224,800 
2,204,600 
2, 159, 940 
2,203,800 


Jalj  1, 1S97,  balaDce  nnexponded $24,987.58 

June  90, 1898,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 16, 784. 72 


Jnlyl,  1898,  balance nnexpended 8,202.86 

Jul  J 1, 1898,  ontBtanding  Uabilitiee 1,200.00 


July  1, 1898,  balance  avaUable 7,002.86 


{Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existin":  project 103, 450. 00 
Amonnt  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  tiRcal  year  ending  June30,1900    20,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  ot  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acta  of  1»66  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  I^  5.) 

6,  Wateree  River j  South  Carolina. — In  1882  this  stream,  in  its  original 
condition,  had  a  low- water  depth  of  from  3  to  4  feet  from  its  mouth,  67 
miles  to  Camden.  The  lower  14  miles  was  completely  blocked  at  all 
stages  of  water  by  logs,  snags,  etc.,  and  at  moderate  stages  by  the 
bridges  of  the  South  Carolina  and  the  Wilmington,  Columbia  and. 
Augusta  railroads,  then  without  drawspans;  thence  to  Camden  navi- 
gation was  possible,  but  dangerous,  except  during  high  water.  Its 
oommerce  was  practically  nothing. 

The  project  of  improvement  provides  for  safe  and  unobstructed  4-foot 
navigation  for  steamers  from  Camden  to  the  mouth,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $60,000. 

Congress  has  made  appropriations  for  maintenance  since  the  project 
was  completed. 

The  total  expenditure  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $67,206.59.  At  that  date 
the  river  had  been  quite  thoroughly  snagged  between  its  mouth  and 
Gamden,  the  projected  head  of  navigation.  A  snagging  steamer  had 
been  built,  and  19,801  obstructions  removed.  A  line  of  steamers  was 
mnning  irregularly  on  the  river. 

Daring  the  past  year  $2,455.02  has  been  spent  and  3,657  obstructions 
have  been  removed.  Since  June  30,  1884,  23,458  obstructions  have 
been  removed. 

The  river  is  deep  and  requires  no  dredging  at  any  point,  but  it  will 
require  snagging  annually,  as  its  banks  cave.  The  channel  has  been 
satisfactorily  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  $6,000  will  be  required  for  maintenance  of  the 
improvement  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900. 
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Cammereial  9tati9tic$. 


Year. 


1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 


ToUl 
tons. 


1,006 

2,3a 

0,242 

18,076 


Yalae. 


$51. 210 
80,040 

117,729 
84,334 


Tear. 


1895 
1898 
1897 
1898 


ToUl 
tons. 


21,087 
35.002 
43,770 
83,588 


Yalne. 


$127,565 
233.525 
202, 8(M) 
274,050 


Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  anezpended $2,793.41 

Jnly  30, 1898,  amount  expended  dnriDg  fiscal  year 2,455.02 


Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 


338.39 


'Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  eoding  June  30, 

1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 6,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  aud  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  I^  6.) 

7.  Cangaree  Rivery  South  Carolina. — In  1886  this  btream,  in  its  origi- 
nal condition,  had  a  low-water  depth  of  3  to  4  feet  ftom  its  month  to  the 
railroad  bridge  atColambia;  thence  1  foot  low- water  depth  2  miles 
farther  to  its  head.  Navigation  of  the  lower  47  miles  was  blocked  at 
all  stages  *of  water  by  the  South  Carolina  Bailroad  Bridge,  and  by 
sunken  logs,  snags,  and  overhanging  trees.  The  navigation  of  the 
remaining  2  miles  was  prevented  by  swift  currents  and  numerous  rock 
ledges  aud  bowlders.    Its  commerce  was  nothing. 

The  project  of  improvement  proposes  to  secure  a  thoroughly  cleared 
4-foot  navigation  over  the  lower  47  miles  at  all  stages  of  water,  and  a 
cleared  channel,  100  feet  wide,  through  the  shoals  above,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $54,500. 

Pursuant  to  House  resolution  dated  December  15, 1893,  a  project  and 
estimate  was  submitted  and  printed  as  House  Ex.  Doc.  i^o.  66  of  that 
session,  giving  the  cost  of  extending  steamboat  navigation  from  Granby 
to  Gervais  Street  Bridge,  Columbia.  This  document  and  a  letter  con- 
cerning it  is  reprinted  on  pages  1182-1189,  Annual  Report  for  1896. 

The  total  expenditure  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $29,321.93. 

At  that  date  the  river  had  been  thoroughly  snagged  from  the  mouth 
to  Granby,  2  miles  below  Columbia,  but  no  attempt  had  been  made  to 
improve  the  rapids  above  Granby.  A  snagging  steamer  had  been  built 
and  7,316  obstructions  had  been  removed.  A  }ine  of  steamers  was 
running  very  irregularly  on  the  river. 

During  the  past  year  $1,351.59  has  been  spent  and  1,233  obstructions 
removed.  From  the  beginning  of  the  improvement  8,549  obstructions 
have  been  removed. 

Some  dredging  will  be  needed  to  develop  the  full  value  of  this  stream 
and  give  the  projected  depth.  Up  to  this  time  the  snagging  has  been 
more  important,  so  that  steamers  might  run  safely  whenever  the  river 
was  not  too  low  for  them  to  pass  over  the  sand  bars. 

C&mmereial  itatUtioi. 


Year. 


1891 
1802 
1893 
1894 


Total 
tons. 


2,401 
3,686 
2,781 
7.974 


Value. 


$47,840 
62,025 
71,125 
40,760 


1895 
1806 
1807 
1808 


ToUl 
tons. 


8,993 
18,S07 
40,857 
81,862 


Valne. 


$45,700 
178,900 
110. 100 
201,700 
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July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $1,678.07 

June 30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,351.59 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 


326.48 


(Amount  (eetimated)  reqnired  for  completion  of  existing  project 23, 500. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  ane  30, 1900     5, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  N  7.) 

6.  Charleston  HarboVy  including  Mount  Pleasant  and  Sullivan  Island 
skorej  South  Carolina. — There  were  ori^nally  four  channels  across  the 
bar,  the  deepest  having  about  12  feet  depth  at  low  water.  Commerce 
was  then  using  the  Pumpkin  Hill  Channel,  about  3  miles  south  of  the 
present  jetty  channel.  Where  the  present  jetty  channel  is  situated 
there  was  then  the  swash  channel,  with  a  best  depth  of  10^  feet  of 
water,  too  crooked  for  safe  use.  The  natural  channels  were  shifting  in 
position  and  variable  in  depth. 

In  1878  it  was  proposed  to  establish  and  maintain,  by  means  of  two 
jetties  and  auxiliary  dredging,  a  low-water  channel  of  not  less  than  21 
feet  depth  across  the  bar.  The  swash  channel  was  selected  for  improve- 
ment.   The  estimated  cost  was  $3,000,000. 

In  1888  it  became  necessary  to  modify  the  height  of  the  crest  line  of 
the  jetties  and  to  revise  the  estimate.  This  increase  in  the  estimate 
was  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  money  had  been  appropriated  so  slowly 
that  reasonable  contract  prices  could  not  be  obtained.  The  annual 
appropriation  up  to  that  time  had  been  only  5^  per  cent  of  the  original 
estimate.  In  the  revised  project  the  jetties  were  increased  in  height 
and  length,  but  no  change  was  made  in  their  position  or  distance  apart. 
The  revised  estimates  were  $4,380,500  if  the  jetties  were  brought  up  to 
low-water  level  throughout,  and  $5,334,500  if  brought  up  3  feet  higher. 

The  total  expenditure  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $3,946,863.30. 

At  that  time  the  jetties  were  completed.  A  safe  channel  18  feet  deep 
and  with  a  central  depth  of  18^  feet  at  low  water  was  available  for 
commerce. 

During  the  past  year  the  dredge  Charleston  has  continued  work.  A 
small  amount  of  additional  stone  has  been  deposited  to  reinforce  the 
inner  end  of  the  north  jetty  and  to  check  erpsion  of  the  Sullivan  Island 
beach  in  the  vicinity. 

There  has  been  a  gain  of  1  foot  in  depth  at  the  entrance.  There 
remains  only  a  distance  of  about  700  feet  on  which  the  full  projected 
depth  of  21  feet  at  low  water  has  not  been  obtained  on  the  lighted 
range.  There  is  a  channel  21  feet  deep  entirely  through,  but  narrow 
and  crooked. 

Cammeroial  itatiatict. 


Year. 


1888 
1890 
1891 
1892 


Total  tons. 


2,182,075 
2,570,551 
2,823,315 
2,804,854 


Value. 


176,073,600 
90,008,500 
95, 003, 358 
86,985,196 


Year. 


1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 


Total  tons. 


3,088,951 
2,788,520 
8,019,898 
8,317,497 


Value. 


$78,803,790 
75,474,250 
70, 247, 003 
79,825,010 


Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  nnezpended 

June  30, 1896,  amount  expended  dnrhig  fisoal  year, 


$180,636.70 
58,617.08 


July  1, 1898,  balance  nnezpended 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 

Jnly  1, 1898,  amoant  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 


$815.00 
2,500.00 


122, 019. 62 


July  ly  1898,  balance  available, 
(See  Appendix  N  8.) 


3, 315. 00 
118, 704. 62 
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9,  Wappoo  Out  J  South  Carolina. — ^Wappoo  Out,  in  its  original  condition, 
was  a  narrow,  crooked  tidal  stream  with  not  over  2  feet  depth  in  some 
places.    It  connects  Ashley  and  Stono  rivers. 

The  original  project  provided  for  strengthening,  widening,  and  deep- 
ening, so  that  the  finished  channel  should  be  6  feet  deep  and  90  feet 
wide  at  low  water.  Jetties  at  the  Ashley  and  Stono  entrances  and 
light  bulkheads  across  three  tidal  tributaries  were  to  be  built.  The 
estimated  cost  was  $34,000. 

This  project  was  modified  in  1889  to  provide  for  a  60-foot  width  of 
channel,  for  a  solid  cut  through  the  marsh,  and  for  a  wider  and  deeper 
cut  through  the  Ashley  Biver  Bar,  at  a  total  cost  of  $88,000. 

The  total  expenditure  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $60,129.47.  At  that 
time  there  was  a  good  5^-foot  channel  of  sufficient  width  all  the  way 
through.  During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  only  work  done  consisted  of 
placing  some  additional  stone  on  the  revetment  of  Elliott  Out. 

ComfMrdal  »tati8tic8. 


Year. 


1891 
1892 
1893 


Total 
tons. 


140,000 


142,800 


Value. 


$1,970,000 
1,097,500 
1,865,500 


Tear. 


1894 
1895 
1896 


Total 
tons. 


238,350 
250, 230 
271,800 


Valae. 


$1,683,000 
2,260,1(K) 
2, 410, 000 


July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $2,370.53 

June  30, 1898,  amonnt  expended  dnring  fiscal  jear 1,066.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,284.53 

'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existinq:  project 25, 500. 00 

Amountthat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  tlHcalyear  oudiug  Juue30, 1900      2, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  reqnirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  If  9.) 

10,  Beaufort  Biver,  South  Carolina, — ^Tbere  was  originally  a  thor- 
onghly  good  7-foot  channel  between  the  town  of  Beaufort  and  Ooosaw 
Biver,  except  at  a  point  called  Brickyard,  near  the  Goosaw  month.  The 
least  depth  here  was  about  4  feet  at  low  water,  and  the  channel,  when 
de^p  enough,  was  too  narrow. 

The  plan  of  improvement  proposed  was  to  deepen  and  widen  the 
channel  by  dredging  to  give  a  continuous,  sufficiently  wide,  7-foot 
channel  at  low  water  all  the  way  through.  The  estimated  cost  was 
$25,000.  A  layer  of  rock  having  been  encountered  at  a  higher  level 
than  was  found  by  the  preliminary  borings,  the  work  could  not  be 
completed  for  the  amount  of  the  original  estimate.  On  April  15, 1893, 
the  estimate  was  increased  to  $40,000. 

The  total  expenditure  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $30,428.36,  securing  a 
channel  7  feet  deep  all  the  way  through,  but  it  was  much  too  narrow 
for  convenient  use  at  the  point  where  the  rock  was  encountered.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year  no  work  was  done.  The  channel  is  now  about  100 
feet  wide  at  the  narrowest  point. 

The  result  of  the  dredging  has  been  of  great  advantage  to  commerce 
in  the  way  of  safety,  but  to  derive  the  full  value  of  the  improvement 
elsewhere  the  cut  in  the  rocky  portion  must  be  made  wider. 

Commercial  statistics. 


Year. 


1891 
1892 
2S93. 


Totol 
tons. 


202, 235 
250,000 
215,000 


Valne. 


$1, 378, 800 
1, 505, 000 
1, 181, 000 


Yeu:. 


1894 
1895 
1896 


Total 
tons. 


193, 985 
174,300 
100,287 


Valne. 


$950, 000 
019, 750 
588,000 
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Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $571.64 

Jane  30,  189KS,  amount  expended  dariDg  fiscal  year 3.35 

Jnly  1, 1898|  balance  nnexpended 568.29 

(Axnonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 9, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,1900  1, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  10.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  EASTERN  GEORGIA  AND 
OF  INSIDE  WATER  ROUTE  BETWEEN  SAVANNAH,  GA.,  AND  FERNAN- 
DINA,  FLA. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Oapt.  O.  M.  Garter,  Corps  of  En- 
gineers, to  July  20, 1897,  and  of  Oapt.  Cassias  E.  Gillette,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  since  that  date.  Captain  Gillette  having  under  his  immediate 
orders  Lieat.  Henry  S.  Morgan,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  September 
30,  1897,  and  Lieut.  Charles  S.  Bromwell,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since 
April  13, 1898.  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  Peter  C.  Hains,  U.  8. 
Volunteers,  colonel.  Corps  of  Engineers. 

i.  Savannah  Harbor^  Georgia. — In  1873,  prior  to  improvement,  the 
channel  was  in  places  not  more  than  9  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water, 
and  the  usual  draft  of  vessels  navigating  the  harbor  at  high  water  was 
14^  feet. 

The  original  plan  of  improvement  is  dated  August  28, 1873,  and  was 
supplemented  March  19, 1879;  it  contemplates  the  establishment  of  a 
channel  from  the  city  to  the  sea  practicable  at  high  tide  for  vessels 
drawing  22  feet  of  water,  and  its  cost  was  estimated  at  $481,320.  This 
project  was  replaced  by  an  enlarged  one  (January  16, 1882,  Annual 
Keport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1882,  Appendix  J  4)  contemplat- 
ing the  same  channel  depth,  the  cost  being  estimated  at  $1,212,000, 
including  former  appropriations. 

In  1887,  in  obedience  to  an  act  of  Congress  approved  August  5, 1886, 
a  project  with  estimate  of  cost  of  improvement  for  obtaining  28  feet  of 
water  from  the  city  of  Savannah  to  the  sea  was  submitted  and  is  out- 
lined in  Appendix  I^  1,  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for 
1888. 

On  June  30, 1890,  a  new  project  was  submitted  providing  for  a  mean 
high-water  depth  of  26  feet  from  the  city  to  the  sea.  This  project, 
which  is  printed  as  part  of  Appendix  O,  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers for  1890,  was  adopted  July  22,  1890,  its  estimated  cost  being 
$3,500,000,  exclusive  of  former  appropriations.  The  work  contemplated 
by  it  was  reported  practically  completed  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year 
of  1896,  and  since  then  only  repair  work  and  dredging  have  been  carried 
on  in  accordance  with  it. 

In  compliance  with  requirements  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
August  18, 1894,  a  modified  plan  of  improvement  was  submitted  Decem- 
ber 7, 1894,  providing  for  a  detached  extension  of  the  Oyster  Bed  train- 
ing wall,  for  the  purpose  of  sheltering  the  anchorage  in  Tybee  Eoads, 
as  well  as  for  protecting  the  ship  channel  over  the  outer  part  of  Tybee 
Knoll  against  the  destructive  action  of  heavy  storms.  This  project, 
which  is  printed  as  part  of  Appendix  M  1,  Annual  Report  of  the  Oliief 
of  Engineers  for  1895,  was  authorized  by  law  on  June  3,  1896,  its 
estimated  cost  being  $992,250. 


222        REPOBT   OF  THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGINEEKS,  U.  S.  ABM7. 

The  entire  amount  expended  on  the  improvement  of  Savannah  Harbor 
from  its  commencement  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $5,368,813.75. 

For  a  summary  of  past  work,  see  page  1492  of  the  Beport  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1891,  and  pages  1213  and  1218-1220  of  the  same 
officer's  report  for  1896. 

The  amount  expended  under  the  project  of  1890  up  to  June  30, 1896 
was  $3,460,049.99,  and  had  resulted  in  a  channel  from  the  city  down  to 
the  sea  of  20  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water  and  26  feet  depth  at  mean 
high  water.  Vessels  drawing  24  feet  have  left  the  harbor  on  ordinary 
tides  without  difficulty. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  contained  an  appropriation 
of  $5,000  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  Savannah  Harbor,  with 
the  following  provisions: 

Provided,  That  contracts  may  be  entered  into  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  snch 
materials  an^  work  as  may  be  necessary  to  complete  the  prpject  of  further  improve- 
ment recommended  by  Capt.  O.  M.  Carter  in  his  reports  of  December  7, 1894,  and 
July  1,  1895,  and  to  complete  the  project  for  the  steamboat  channel  between  Bean- 
fort,  S.  C.y  and  Savannah,  6a.,  recommended  by  Capt.  O.  M.  Carter  in  his  report  of 
December  4,  1895,  and  mentioned  in  that  report  as  route  two;  to  be  paid  for  as 
appropriations  may  from  time  to  time  be  made  by  law,  not  to  exceed  the  amount  of 
$1,000,000,  exclusive  of  amount  herein  or  heretofore  appropriated. 

The  expenditures  authorized  are  $93,950  less  than  the  estimated  cost 
of  both  works. 

During  the  fiscal  year  just  ended  the  work  contracted  for  under  tlse 
provisions  of  this  act  has  been  continued,  the  total  amount  expended 
under  the  present  project  up  to  June  30, 1897,  amounting  to  $33,702.17. 
The  total  amount  expended  under  the  present  project  up  to  June  30, 
1898,  amounted  to  $367,664.58.  The  detached  extension  of  the  Oyster 
Bed  training  wall  was  lengthened  1,736  feet,  making  its  entire  length 
6,986  feet,  with  probably  an  average  depth  of  6  feet  at  mean  low  water 
over  it.  The  channel  leading  from  Savannah  Eiver  into  Wrights  Eiver 
was  dredged  to  a  depth  of  somewhat  more  than  7  feet  at  mean  low 
water.  Dredging  was  also  done  above  the  city  (City  Hall),  at  the 
upper  and  at  the  lower  end  of  Marsh  Island  Channel,  where  shoaling 
had  taken  place.  The  channel  was  deepened  to  18  feet  at  mean  low 
water  at  the  former,  and  to  21  feet  at  the  latter  point. 

Extensive  shoaling  has  taken  place  since  the  project  of  1890  was  com- 
pleted two  years  ago.  A  recent  examination  indicates  that  it  amounts 
to  675,000  cubic  yards,  or  337,500  cubic  yards  per  year.  At  present 
prices  it  will  therefore  take  about  $43,875  annually  to  maintain  the 
channel  to  the  depth  of  20  feet  at  mean  low  water.  The  shoalest  place 
between  Savannah  and  the  ocean  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  is  at  the 
lower  end  of  Long  Island  crossing,  where  there  is  about  17^  feet  at 
mean  low  water. 

In  1872  the  tonnage  of  vessels  arriving  and  clearing  at  Savannah 
Harbor  was  somewhat  more  than  1,000,000;  the  total  value  of  imports 
and  exports  about  $34,000,000.  Cotton,  lumber,  wool,  hides,  naval  stores, 
and  rice  were  principally  dealt  in.  In  1890  the  total  tonnage  had 
increased  to  about  2,000,000,  and  the  value  of  imports  and  exports  to 
$152,000,000.  Besides  the  articles  named  above,  fruit,  produce,  and 
iron  were  handled  extensively.  In  the  calendar  year  1897  the  total 
tonnage  was  about  2,100,000,  and  the  value  of  foreign  imports  and 
exports  about  $29,300,000.  - 

It  is  estimated  that  $50,000  will  be  required  to  maintain  the  improve- 
ment during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900. 
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Jnlyl,  1897,  balance  nnezpended $365,782.89 

Amoant  appropriated  by  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1,  1898 450, 000. 00 

815. 782. 89 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 333,962.41 

Jnlyl,  1898,  balance  unexpended 481,820.48 

Jnlyl,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities $78,035.11 

July  If  1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts *619, 790.52 

697,825.63 


"Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 200, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  for  continuing  improvement 200,000.00 

i  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

I      1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement -. 50,000.00 

I  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
t     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  O  1.) 

2.  Savannah  Biver^  Oeorgia, — ^The  Savannali  Biver  is  formed  by  the 
janctioQ  of  the  Tugaloo  and  Keowee  rivers  and  flows  in  a  southeasterly 
direction  to  the  sea. 

A  detailed  description  of  the  river  is  found  in  the  report  of  the  exam- 
ination and  survey  of  the  portion  above  Augusta,  printed  as  House 
Ex.  Doc.  !No.  213,  Fifty-first  Congress,  first  session,  and  in  the  report  of 
the  survey  of  the  river  between  Augusta  and  Savannah,  dated  June  30, 
1890,  and  printed  in  Appendix  O  2,  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  1890,  pages  1328-1363. 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the  river  is  navigable  for  steamboats 
drawing  from  4  to  5  feet  of  water,  but  during  the  low-water  season 
there  are  various  shoals  in  the  upper  part  of  the  river  with  low- water 
depths  of  not  more  than  about  3  feet.  The  chief  obstruction  to  navi- 
gation consists  of  sand  and  gravel  bars,  overhanging  trees,  snags,  and 
sunken  logs. 

The  original  plan  for  improving  Savannah  Biver  was  submitted  in 
1880,  and  is  given  in  Appendix  J  of  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  1881. 

The  revised  plan  of  improvement,  as  outlined  in  the  local  engineer's 
report  of  June  30, 1890,  provides  for  the  establishment  of  a  navigable 
steamboat  channel  5  feet  deep  at  ordinary  summer  low  water  between 
the  cities  of  Augusta  and  Savannah. 

This  is  to  be  accomplished  by  (1)  removing  sand  and  gravel  bars; 
(2)  regulating  portions  of  the  river,  revetting  caving  banks,  and  clos- 
ing incipient  cut-offs;  (3)  removing  snags  and  logs  from  the  channel 
and  overhanging  trees  from  the  banks  of  the  stream. 

The  cost  of  the  improvement  as  given  in  the  project  of  1890  is  esti- 
mated, in  round  numbers,  at  $332,0(K),  provided  funds  are  regularly  and 
adequately  supplied. 

From  $3,000  to  $5,000  will  be  required  for  the  annual  maintenance  of 
the  completed  work. 

The  entire  amount  expended  on  the  improvement  of  Savannah  Biver 
from  its  commencement  in  1880  to  June  30, 1896,  was  $168,500. 

The  total  amount  expended  under  the  present  project  to  June  30, 1897, 
was  $81,397.14. 

For  a  summary  of  the  work  done  under  the  original  project  see  page 
1520  of  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1891.    For  a 

'This  work  is  carried  on  nnder  continning  contract. 
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sammary  of  the  work  done  nnder  the  revised  project  see  pages  1503  and 
1504  of  the  same  officer's  Annnal  Report  for  1897.  At  the  end  of  the 
fiscal  year  1897  the  channel  from  Savannah  to  Augusta  was  in  fair  con- 
dition, some  snags  requiring  removal. 

The  total  amount  expended  daring  the  fiscal  year  just  closed  was 
$1,579.09,  and  resulted  in  removing  from  the  channel  all  serious  obstruc- 
tions. At  the  close  of  the  work  the  river  was  in  good  condition  at 
ordinary  low  water.  Since  then,  however,  a  number  of  snags^  etc., 
have  become  lodged  in  the  channel  and  require  removal. 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  sources  whence  the  commerce  of  this 
river  is  derived  is  given  on  page  1331  of  the  Report  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  1890.  Further  information  is  given  on  page  1504  of  the 
same  officer's  report  for  1897. 

Prior  to  improvement  and  after  the  close  of  the  civil  war  the  com- 
merce of  the  river  was  unimportant.  Since  then  it  has  increased  at 
the  rate  of  about  $10  for  every  dollar  expended  by  the  United  States, 
and  the  freight  rates  have  been  reduced  about  20  per  cent.  The  exi)ort8 
from  the  river  valley  are  mainly  cotton,  naval  stores,  lumber,  and  wood, 
while  the  imports  are  fertilizers,  camp  and  mill  supplies,  cotton  ties  and 
bagging,  and  manufactured  articles.  Excluding  logs,  timber,  and  cord 
wood  the  annual  tonnage  is  estimated  at  about  48,000  tons  and  its  value 
at  about  $1,730,000. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $8,622.77 

Jane  dO,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1, 579. 09 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 7,043.68 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 270, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  iu  fiscal  year  ending  JuneSO,  1900    25,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  O  2.) 

3.  Savannah  River  above  Augusta^  Oa. — The  Savannali  Eiveris  formed 
by  the  junction  of  the  Tugaloo  and  Keowee  rivers,  and  flows  in  a  south- 
easterly direction  to  the  sea.  Above  the  city  of  Augusta  the  river  is 
navigable  only  by  pole  boats. 

A  detailed  description  of  this  river  is  given  in  the  report  of  the  pre- 
liminary examination  and  survey,  printed  in  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  213, 
Fifty-first  Congress,  first  session,  and  reprinted  in  the  Annual  Beport 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1800,  pages  1484  and  1625. 

The  Savannah  River  above  the  city  of  Augusta  has  a  very  steep  slope, 
and  the  obstacles  to  navigation  are  not  only  very  numerous  and  exten- 
sive, but  at  places  quite  dangerous.  They  consist  of  rock  ledges,  iso- 
lated bowlders,  and  bars  of  sand  and  gravel,  with  minimum  low- water 
depths  of  less  than  1  foot. 

The  original  plan  for  improving  the  Savannah  River  above  Augusta 
was  submitted  in  1879,  and  is  given  in  Appendix  1  of  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1879. 

The  revised  plan  of  improvement,  as  outlined  in  the  local  engineer's 
report  of  January  31,  1890,  provides  for  the  establishment  between 
Petersburg  and  the  Locks  of  a  downstream  channel  12  to  25  feet  in 
width  and  navigable  during  ordinary  summer  low  water  (or  from  nine 
to  ten  months  of  every  year)  for  pole  boats  drawing  2  feet,  and  of  an 
upstream  channel  navigable  under  the  same  conditions  for  pole  boats 
drawing  1.3  feet  of  water.  This  is  to  be  obtained  by  (1)  removing  logs 
and  overhanging  trees;  (2)  excavating  rock,  sand,  or  gravel,  and  with 
excavated  materials  raising  crests  of  ledges;  (3)  constructing  training 
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walls  to  increase  flow  of  water  throagh  slaices.  The  cost  of  improve- 
ment is  estimated  at  $23,000,  provid^  the  money  is  all  made  avaQable 
at  once,  or  at  $33,000  if  supplied  in  smaller  amounts. 

The  entire  amoant  expended  on  the  improvement  of  Savannah  Biver 
above  Augasta  from  the  commencement  in  1880  to  June  30. 1897,  was 
$54,770.91. 

The  total  amount  expended  under  the  present  project  up  to  June  30, 
1897,  was  $15,770.91.  For  a  special  history  of  work  done  under  the 
original  project  see  page  1032  of  the  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Ohief  of 
Engineers  for  1888.  For  a  summary  of  the  work  done  under  the  revised 
project  see  pages  1506  and  1507  of  the  same  officer's  report  for  1897. 

At  the  close  oi  the  fiscal  year  1897  the  channel  above  Augusta  was 
in  fair  condition,  some  snags  requiring  removal. 

No  work  has  been  done  during  the  fiscal  year  just  ended.  The  chan- 
nel requires  clearing. 

In  1876-77  about  2,000  tons  of  freight  went  upstream  from  Augusta, 
and  about  12,000  bales  of  cotton  came  down.  In  the  report  of  1888  the 
down-going  freight  was  estimated  at  about  5,000  bales  of  cotton,  and  in 
1897  the  total  freight  carried  on  the  river,  excluding  timber,  amounted 
to  about  1,500  tons. 

July  1, 1S97,  balaDoe  unexpended $3,229.09 

Jaly  1, 189S,  balance  unexpended 3,229.09 


{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 14, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  nne  30, 1900      5, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  O  3.) 

4.  Darien  SarboTy  Georgia. — ^About  12  miles  above  the  town  of  Darien 
the  Altamaha  Biver  divides  into  several  branches.  The  northerly  main 
branch  forms  the  Darien  Eiver.  That  portion  of  Darien  Biver  between 
Darien  and  Doboy  Sound  is  known  as  Darien  Harbor. 

Darien  Harbor  in  its  original  condition  was  more  or  less  obstructed 
at  seven  points  by  shoals,  on  which  were  found  minimum  mean  low- 
water  depths  of  from  6.4  to  10.6  feet.  The  shoals  covered  a  total 
distance  of  9.7  miles.  The  reaches  between  the  shoals  carried  depths 
nowhere  less  than  12  feet  at  mean  low  water.  The  mean  rise  and  fall 
of  tide  in  the  harbor  is  about  6.5  feet. 

Operations  for  improving  this  harbor  have  been  carried  on  in  accord- 
ance with  a  project  of  improvement  submitted  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers 
by  General  Gillmore,  the  officer  then  in  charge,  dated  January  30, 1885, 
as  printed  in  Appendix  I^  16,  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers 
for  1885.  It  contemplates  the  establishment  of  a  navigable  channel  12 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  between  Darien  and  Doboy.  The  estimated 
ooet  of  the  improvement  is  $170,000.  No  work  was  done  under  the 
existing  project  prior  to  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1891. 

The  entire  amount  expended  on  the  improvement  of  Darien  Harbor 
from  its  commencement  in  1878,  when,  by  act  of  Congress  of  June  18, 
1878,  the  sum  of  $8,000  was  appropriated  for  dredging  up  to  June  30, 
1897,  was  $102,883.59. 

The  total  amount  expended  under  the  present  project  up  to  June  30, 
1897,  was  $94,883.59. 

For  a  summary  of  past  work  see  pages  1508  and  1509  of  the  Annual 
Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897.  At  the  end  of  the  fiscal 
year  1897  the  works  of  construction  were  all  in  good  condition,  but 
some  settlement  had  taken  place.    The  practicable  channel  depth  was 
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nowhere  less  than  11^  feet  at  mean  low  water,  excepting  at  Shoal  No. 
1,  where  no  work  had  been  done  and  where  it  was  only  about  9^  feet. 

So  far  as  known  the  channel  depth  is  in  the  same  condition  as  at  the 
end  of  the  last  fiscal  year. 

The  ingoing  and  outgoing  tonnage  for  1878  was  estimated  at  about 
200,000,  and  the  value  of  the  exports  at  between  $600,000  and  $700,000. 
In  1897  the  total  annual  trade  was  estimated  at  about  165,000  tons, 
valued  at  $1,090,000,  not  including  a  large  amount  of  timber  passing 
through  Darien  Harbor. 

Jaly  1, 1897, balauce  unexpended $116.41 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 116. 41 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 75, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    20, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  O  4.) 

5.  Altamaha  River^  Oeorgia.-^The  Altamaha  Eiver  is  formed  by  the 
junction  of  the  Oconee  and  Ocmulgee  rivers  in  the  southeas£eru  part 
of  Georgia  and  flows  in  a  southeasterly  direction  to  the  sea. 

A  detailed  description  of  this  river  is  given  in  the  report  of  a  survey, 
dated  June  12,  1890,  which  is  printed  as  part  of  Appendix" O,  Annual 
Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1890,  pages  1327-1386. 

The  chief  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of  the  Altamaha  Eiver  con- 
sists in  rock  ledges,  sand  bars,  overhanging  trees,  snags,  and  sunken 
logs.  The  rock  ledge^  were  confined  to  the  upper  portion  of  the  stream, 
while  the  other  obstructions  were  found  throughout  its  entire  course. 
The  low- water  depths  at  some  points  did  not  exceed  1  foot. 

The  original  plan  for  improving  the  Altamaha  Eiver  was  submitted 
in  1880,  and  is  given  in  Appendix  J  of  the  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Chief 
of  Engineers  for  1881. 

The  revised  plan  of  improvement,  outlined  in  the  local  engineer's  report 
of  June  12, 181)0,  provides  for  the  establishment  of  a  navigable  steamboat 
channel,  3  feet  deep  at  ordinary  summer  low  water,  between  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Oconee  and  Ocmulgee  rivers  and  the  town  of  Darien. 

This  is  to  be  accomplished  by  (1)  removing  rock  shoals  and  sand 
bars;  (2)  building  deflecting  dikes  and  closing  incipient  cut-ofts;  (3) 
removing  snags  and  logs  from  the  channel  and  overhanging  trees  from 
the  banks  of  the  stream;  (4)  revetting  caving  banks. 

The  cost  of  the  improvement  as  given  in  the  project  of  1890  is  esti- 
mated, in  round  numbers,  at  $129,000,  provided  funds  are  regularly  and 
adequately  supplied. 

From  $3,000  to  $5,000  wiU  be  required  for  the  annual  maintenance 
of  the  completed  work. 

The  entire  amount  expended  on  the  improvement  of  Altamaha  Biver 
from  its  commencement  in  1881  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $114,251.32. 

The  total  amount  expended  under  the  present  project  to  June  30, 1897, 
amounted  to  $44,474.73. 

For  a  history  of  work  done  under  the  original  project,  see  page  1246 
of  the  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1889.  For  a  sum- 
mary of  work  done  under  the  revised  project,  see  page  1514  of  the  same 
officer's  report  for  1897. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  1897  the  works  of  improvement  were  in 
good  order  and  the  channel  was  in  fair  condition,  some  snags  requiring 
removal. 

No  work  has  been  done  during  the  fiscal  year  just  ended;  the  chan- 
nel  requireB  clearing. 
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The  commerce  of  the  river  before  the  improvement  was  begun 
amounted  to  about  100,000  tons  annually,  valued  at  about  $1,000,000. 
For  1897  it  was  estimated  at  22,000  tons,  valued  at  $540,000,  aside  from 
a  very  large  amount  of  lumber  and  timber. 

Jaly  If  1897,  balance  unexpended $5,748.68 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  doring  fiscal  year 485. 77 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 5,262.91 

(Amount  (eetimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 107, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  infiscalyeareDdingJuneSO,  1900    10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acta  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  O  5.) 

6.  Oconee  River ^  Oeorgia. — The  Oconee  River  rises  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  Georgia,  flows  in  a  southeasterly  direction,  and  unites  with  the 
Ocmulgee  to  form  the  Altamaha.  A  detailed  description  of  this  river 
is  given  in  the  report  of  the  preliminary  examination  and  purvey,  printed 
as  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  211,  Fifty-first  Congress,  tirst  session,  and 
reprinted  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1890, 
pages  1430  and  1432. 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the  river  is  navigable  for  steamboats 
drawing  from  3  to  4  feet,  but  during  the  low- water  season  there  are 
various  shoals  with  low- water  depths  of  not  more  than  2  feet.  The 
chief  obstructions  to  navigation  consist  of  sand  bars,  rock  shoals,  over- 
hanging trees,  snags,  and  sunken  logs. 

The  original  plan  for  improving  the  Oconee  River  was  submitted  in 
1875y  and  is  given  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for 
that  year.    That  plan  was  modified  in  1878, 1880,  and  1888. 

The  present  plan  of  improvement,  outlined  in  the  report  of  February 
5, 1890,  provides  for  the  establishment  of  a  navigable  steamboat  chan- 
nel 3  feet  deep  at  ordinary  summer  low  water  from  Milledgeville  to  the 
river's  mouth. 

This  is  to  be  accomplished  by  (1)  removing  rafts,  rock  shoals,  and 
sand  bars;  (2)  enlarging  portions  of  the  river,  revetting  caving  banks, 
and  closing  incipient  cutoffs;  (3)  removing  snags  and  logs  from  the 
ehannel  and  overhanging  trees  from  the  banks  of  the  stream. 

The  cost  of  the  improvement  is  estimated  at  $171,000,  provided  funds 
are  regularly  and  adequately  supplied. 

From  $1,000  to  $5,000  will  be  required  for  annual  maintenance  of  the 
completed  work. 

The  entire  amount  expended  on  the  improvement  of  Oconee  River 
from  its  commencement  in  1878  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $109,628.58. 

The  total  amount  expended  under  the  present  project  to  June  30, 
1897,  was  $64,829.76. 

For  a  history  of  work  done  under  the  original  project,  see  page  1253 
of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1889.  For  a  sum- 
mary of  work  done  under  the  present  project,  see  pages  1516  and  1517 
of  the  same  officer's  report  for  1897. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  1897  the  channel  was  in  fair  condition, 
a  number  of  snag^  requiring  removal. 

The  total  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  just  ended  was 
12,718.43,  and  resulted  in  removing  obstructions  from  the  channel  and 
putting  the  same  in  good  condition  from  the  Forks  up  to  a  point  4  miles 
below  the  Central  Railroad  Bridge  (station  104  miles).  Above  this 
point  the  channel  is  much  obstructed  and  in  great  need  of  being 
cleared. 
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At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  the  channel  was  in  &ir  condition. 

No  reliable  statistics  of  the  commerce  of  the  river  before  the  improve- 
ment was  begun  are  available.  From  1880  to  1885  the  information  at 
hand  only  mentions  cotton,  guano,  rosin,  spirits  of  turpentine,  and  mer- 
chandise, all  of  these  in  considerable  quantities. 

In  1897  the  tonnage  of  freight  was  estimated  at  22,550,  valued  at 
about  $800,000;  besides  this  about  180,000  tons  of  cypress  and  pine 
timber,  valued  at  about  $690,000,  was  rafted  down  the  river. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  anexpended $5,371.42 

June  30,  18SKB,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2, 718. 43 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended ^ 2,652.99 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 122, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,1900    10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  June  A,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  O  6.) 

7.  Ocmulgee  Biver^  Georgia. — ^The  Ocmulgee  River  is  formed  by  the 
junction  of  the  South  and  Yellow  rivers,  about  20  miles  below  Coving- 
ton, and  flows  thence  in  a  southeasterly  direction  about  250  miles, 
where  it  unites  with  the  Oconee  to  form  the  Altamaha.  A  detailed 
description  of  this  river  is  found  in  the  report  of  the  preliminary  exami- 
nation and  survey,  printed  as  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  216,  Fifty-first  Con- 
gress, first  session,  and  reprinted  in  the  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  1890,  pages  1455  and  1458. 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the  river  is  navigable  for  steamboats 
drawing  from  3  to  4  feet,  but  during  the  low-wa^r  season  there  are 
various  shoals  with  depths  of  not  more  than  2  feet.  The  chief  obstruc- 
tions to  navigation  consist  of  rock  shoals,  sand  bars,  overhanging  trees, 
snags,  and  sunken  logs. 

The  original  plan  for  improving  Ocmulgee  River  was  submitted  in 
1876,  and  is  given  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for 
that  year.    That  project  was  revised  in  1882  and  again  in  1^6. 

The  present  plan  of  improvement,  outlined  in  the  report  of  February 
5, 1890,  provides  for  the  establishment  of  a  navigable  steamboat  chan- 
nel 3  feet  deep  at  ordinary  summer  low  water  from  Macon  to  the  river's 
mouth. 

This  is  to  be  obtained  by  (1)  removing  rock  shoals  and  sand  bars; 
(2)  closing  incipient  cut-offs  and  revetting  caving  banks;  (3)  removing 
snags  and  logs  from  the  channel  and  overhangiug  trees  from  the  banks 
of  the  stream. 

The  cost  of  the  improvement,  as  given  in  the  project  of  1890,  is 
estimated  at  $210,000,  provided  funds  are  regularly  and  adequately 
supplied. 

From  $1,000  to  $5,000  will  be  required  for  the  annual  maiutenance  ot 
the  completed  work. 

The  entire  amonnt  expended  on  the  improvement  of  Ocmulgee  River 
from  its  commencement  ia  1876  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $149,975.24. 

The  total  amount  expended  under  the  present  project  to  Jane  30, 
1897,  was  $70,720.19. 

For  a  detailed  history  of  the  work  done  under  the  original  project 
see  page  1258  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1889. 
For  a  summary  of  the  work  done  under  the  present  project  see  pages 
1519  and  1520  of  the  same  officer's  Annual  Report  for  1897. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  1897  the  channel  was  in  isii  condition, 
a  number  of  snags  requiring  removal. 
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The  total  amoant  expended  daring  the  fiscal  year  jast  closed  was 
$4,463.76,  and  resulted  in  removing  all  serioas  obstructions  from  the 
channel,  so  that  at  the  end  of  work  it  was  in  good  condition  from  the 
Forks  up  to  Macon.  Since  then,  however,  a  number  of  snags  have 
lodged  in  it,  and  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  river  was  in  need  of 
further  clearing. 

No  reliable  st  atistics  of  the  commerce  of  the  river  before  the  improve- 
ment was  begun  are  available.  It  is  stated  in  1889  to  have  consisted 
principally  of  naval  stores,  cotton,  merchandise,  camp  supplies,  etc., 
and  also  of  timber  rafted  down  the  river.  In  1887-88  about  14,300 
barrels  of  turpentine  and  50,700  barrels  of  rosin  are  stated  to  have 
been  shipped,  while  probably  $300,000  worth  of  timber  was  rafted 
down  the  river.  In  1896  the  tonnage  was  estimated  at  120,000  tons, 
valued  at  $2,000,000.    No  data  are  available  for  1897. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended : $4,524.76 

June  90,  lS9Sy  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 4,463.76 

July  I9 1S9S|  balanoe  nnexpended 6L00 

f  Amoant  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 156, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  prontabl^expended  in  fiscal  year  eudiujzJnno  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirementB  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  June  i,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  O  7.) 

6.  Brunswick  Harbor^  Oeorgia, — About  2  miles  above  the  city  of 
Brunswick  Turtle  Elver  is  divided  by  Buzzard  Island  into  two  branches, 
the  smaller  one,  tiowing  to  the  eastward  of  the  island  and  upon  which 
the  city  of  Brunswick  is  situated,  being  known  as  East  Eiver,  the  other 
retaining  the  name  of  Turtle  Biver.  These  streams  unite  again  about 
1^  miles  below  the  city  to  form  Brunswick  Biver.  The  lower  part  of 
East  Bivf^r  forms  what  is  known  as  the  harbor  of  Brunswick. 

Turtle  and  Brunswick  rivers  have  low-water  depths  of  from  4  to  6 
fJAthoms.  Over  the  shoal  in  East  Biver  in  front  of  the  city  there  was, 
when  the  existing  project  of  improvement  was  adopted,  a  low- water 
depth  of  only  1^  fathoms.  The  mean  rise  and  fall  of  tide  is  about  6.6 
feet.  Operations  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor  have  been  carried 
on  in  accordance  with  a  project  of  improvement  prepared  by  General 
Gillmore,  the  ofificer  then  in  charge,  and  printed  as  Appendix  M  12, 
AunusJ  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1886.  This  project  is  an 
enlargement  and  a  modification  of  a  previous  one  submitted  by  the 
BHine  officer  and  printed  as  Appendix  J  7,  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief 
of  Engineers  for  1880. 

The  following  comprise  the  main  features  of  the  plan  of  improvement : 

(1)  A  training  wall  projecting  from  the  most  easterly  point  of  Buz- 
zard Island  and  located  approximately  parallel  to  and  1,000  feet  or  less 
distant  from  the  opposite  shore  of  East  Biver. 

(2)  A  low  dam  across  Turtle  Biver  extending  obliquely  upstream 
from  the  upper  end  of  Buzzard  Island  to  the  opposite  shore  of  Blythe 
Island. 

(3)  Short  spur  jetties  in  the  lower  part  of  East  Biver. 

(4)  Dredging  in  the  vicinity  of  Turtle  Biver  Dam  and  on  the  shoal 
in  the  lower  part  of  East  Biver. 

The  training  walls  and  spurs  were  to  be  constructed  of  palmetto  cribs 
loaded  with  stone,  or  of  successive  courses  of  log  and  brush  mattresses 
loaded  with  riprap  stone.  The  works  were  intended  to  establish  and 
TnAifitAjn  a  15-foot  low-watCT  channel  across  the  shoal  in  East  Biver, 
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The  cost  of  the  original  project  was  estimated  at  (73,137.50,  and  as 
modified  at  $190,000. 

In  his  report  of  November  26, 1894,  concerning  a  revision  of  the  proj- 
ect of  improving  harbor  at  Brunswick,  the  local  engineer  stated  that-- 

It  will  be  more  economical  and  advantageoas  to  maintain  the  desired  depth  of  15 
feet  at  mean  low  water  by  keeping  the  training  wall  in  good  condition  and  by 
annual  dredging  than  by  constructing  a  dam  across  Turtle  River  and  further  chan- 
nel contraction.  % 

He  also  estimated  the  cost  of  maintenance  at  $15,000  per  annum, 
provided  that  snm  be  made  available  each  year. 

The  entire  amount  expended  on  the  improvement  of  Brunswick  Har- 
bor from  its  commencement,  including  an  appropriation  of  $10,000  made 
in  1836  for  dredging,  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $218,268.34,  of  which 
$10,000  was  for  maintenance. 

The  amount  expended*on  the  existing  project  to  June  30, 1897,  was 
$18,268.34,  and  had  resulted  in  the  construction  of  a  training  wall 
4,509  feet  long  and  in  the  dredging  of  the  channel  to  15  feet  at  mean 
low  water. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  of  1897  the  training  wall  was  in  good 
condition  and  dredging  along  the  city  front  in  East  Biver  and  in  Acad- 
emy Creek  was  nearly  completed.  For  a  summary  of  past  work  see 
page  1274  of  the  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1896  and  page 
1623  of  the  report  of  the  same  oflBcer  for  1897. 

The  total  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  just  ended  was 
$6,107.22. 

At  the  close  of  the  work,  which  consisted  in  dredging,  there  was  an 
available  channel  of  12^  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water  in  Academy 
Creek  and  of  15  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water  along  the  city  front  in 
East  Eiver.    So  far  as  known,  the  channel  has  not  deteriorated. 

Before  the  improvement  (in  1880)  the  annual  tonnage  of  the  port  of 
Brunswick  was  about  100,000,  consisting  chiefly  of  lumber,  naval  stores, 
wood,  rice,  and  sundry  provisions,  and  valued  at  about  $1,700,000,  In 
1897  the  shipments  of  lumber,  railroad  ties,  cotton,  and  naval  stores 
amounted  to  about  693,000  tons,  and  wisre  valued  at  more  than 
$12,500,000. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  nnexpended $6,731.66 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 6, 107.22 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 624.44 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project (*) 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  90, 

<      1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 10,000.00 

I  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  riyer  and 
I,    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyil  act  of  Jane  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  O  8.) 

9.  Inside  water  route  between  Savannah^  6a.,  tmd  Femandina^  Fla. — 
The  location  of  this  route  is  shown  by  a  dotted  line  on  Coast  Survey 
Charts  Kos.  156  and  157,  and  a  detailed  description  of  it  and  its  original 
condition  is  given  in  Appendix  N  12,  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of 
Enprineers  for  1892,  pages  1311-1326. 

The  distance  from  Savannah  to  Fernandina  by  the  inside  route  just 
described  is  about  160  miles. 

Touching  at  Darien  en  route  increases  the  distance  by  about  20  miles, 
and  at  Brunswick  by  about  12  miles. 

*  Indeterminato. 
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In  its  original  condition  the  channel  depth  was  less  than  5  feet  at 
mean  low  water  in  some  places. 

The  original  project  of  improvement,  adopted  in  1892,  provides  for 
the  establishment  of  a  channel  7  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  between 
Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Fernandina,  Fla.  This  is  to  be  accomplished  by 
the  improvement  of  Eomerly  Marsh,  Mud  Biver,  Little  Mud  Eiver,  and 
Jekyl  Greek  by  means  of  dredging  and  the  construction  of  closure  dams 
and  training  walls  of  brush  mattresses  loaded  with  riprap  stone.  The 
estimated  cost  of  the  improvement  is  $105,000,  provided  that  the  entire 
sum  is  made  at  once  avaolable.  If  funds  are  made  available  in  smaller 
amounts  the  cost  of  the  improvement  will  be  increased. 

The  total  amount  expended  up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  (36,489.49.  Up 
to  this  time  operations  had  been  entirely  confined  to  Jekyl  Greek.  A 
summary  of  them  will  be  found  on  page  1536  of  the  Heport  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897.  Besides  this  the  sum  of  $24,000,  appro- 
priated specifically  for  the  improvement  of  Jekyl  Greek,  had  been 
expended  for  that  purpose.  At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  1897  the 
available  channel  depth  through  Jekyl  Greek  had  deteriorated  from  6 
feet  to  5  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

The  total  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  just  ended  was 
$11,150.94.  Work  was  confined  to  Jekyl  Greek  and  Mud  River.  At 
the  former  place  the  channel  over  the  bar  at  the  mouth  was  deepened  to 
7  feet  at  mean  low  water,  and  the  channel  in  the  creek  was  deepened 
to  8  feet  at  mean  low  water.  At  the  end  of  the  past  fiscal  year  the 
latter  is  stated  to  have  shoaled  somewhat.  The  dredging  in  Mud 
River  was  done  to  connect  the  deep  water  of  Sapelo  Sound  with  that 
of  New  Tea  Kettle  Greek  by  a  channel  7  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water. 
At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  the  work  had  not  been  entirely  completed. 
The  dredged  channel  in  the  entrance  (east  range),  where  only  one  cut, 
40  to  45  feet  wide,  was  made,  was  claimed  by  local  steamboat  men  to 
have  shoaled  in  some  places  and  to  be  not  much  used  on  account  of  its 
narrowness  and  the  lack  of  suitable  ranges. 

The  value  of  the  commerce  passing  through  this  route  was  estimated 
in  1890  at  between  $200,000  and  $400,000  per  annum.  For  1897  no  data 
are  available. 

July  1, 1S97,  balsnce  unexpended $12,510.51 

JonedO,  Id&S,  amount  expended  daring  fiflcal  year 11,159.94 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,350.57 

Jnly  1,  1898,  outstanding  fiabilitieB $540.95 

July  1, 1898,  amonnt  ooyered  by  nnoompleted  contracts 759. 62 

1, 300. 57 

Joly  1, 1898,  balance  available 50. 00 


Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 56, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  prontably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    20, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  O  9.) 

10,  Removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  navi- 
gation,— During  tbe  fiscal  year  just  ended  there  were  removed,  under 
BX>ecial  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  wreck  of  a  wooden  ves- 
sel and  a  raft  of  logs  from  the  channel  in  Darien  Harbor,  Georgia,  the 
work  being  done  by  hired  labor  at  a  cost  of  $591.07. 

There  was  also  removed,  under  special  authority  of  the  Department, 
the  wreck  of  the  steamer  E.  L.  Mabey  from  the  channel  in  Brunswick 
Harbor^  the  work  being  done  by  contract  at  a  cost  of  (895. 
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There  was  also  removed,  under  si>ecial  authority  of  the  Department, 
the  wreck  of  the  steamer  Allen  from  the  channel  in  Ocmalgee  Kiver, 
the  work  being  done  by  hired  labor  at  a  cost  of  $113.07.  The  cost  of 
taking  out  and  depositing  on  the  bank  boiler  and  engine  ($56.54)  was 
refunded  by  the  owner  when  these  articles  were  turned  over  to  him. 
This  amount  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States. 

(See  Appendix  O  10.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CUMBERLAND  SOUND,  GEORGIA  AND  FLORIDA,  AND 
OF  CERTAIN  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  FLORIDA. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Ool.  W.  H.  H.  Benyaurd,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  having  under  his  immediate  orders  Gapt.  Eobert  P.  John- 
ston, U.  S.  Volunteers,  first  lieutenant,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1898,  and  since  June  19, 1898,  and  Maj.  William  W.  Harts, 
IT.  S.  Volunteers,  first  lieutenant,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  April  28, 
1898. 

1.  Cumberland  Soundj  Georgia  and  Florida. — ^This  work  was  in  the 
charge  of  Capt.  O.  M.  Carter,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  July  20, 1897,  and 
of  Capt.  Cassius  E.  Gillette,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  July  20, 1897, 
to  December  6, 1897.  The  available  depth  of  the  entrance  in  its  unim- 
proved condition  varied  from  11  to  12.5  feet  at  mean  low  water.  The 
mean  rise  and  fall  of  tide  is  5.9  feet.  The  original  plan  of  improving 
the  entrance  was  submitted  in  1879,  and  is  given  in  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  that  year.  A  revised  plan  was  submitted 
in  1891.  A  second  revision  of  the  plan  of  improvement  was  submitted 
in  1895,  and  is  printed  in  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for 
1896,  page  1289  et  seq.  It  contemplates  the  construction  of  two  jetties, 
composed  of  riprap  stone,  with  a  hearting  of  small  stone,  resting  upon  a 
foundation  mattress  of  brush,  starting,  respectively,  from  the  shores  on 
opposite  sides  pf  the  entrance  and  extending  seaward  across  the  bar. 
These  jetties  are  intended  to  establish  a  mean  low-water  channel  across 
the  bar  not  less  than  19  feet  in  depth. 

This  project  was  authorized  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 
1896.  The  cost  of  the  improvement  was  originally  estimated  at 
(2,071,023,  as  revised  in  1891  at  $2,079,500,  and  as  revised  In  1895  at 
$2,350,000  for  completion.  Eevision  of  the  estimates  was  rendered 
necessary  from  the  fact  that  funds  had  been  supplied  irregularly  and 
in  entirely  inadequate  amounts  for  the  proper  prosecution  of  the  work. 

Previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  project  of  1895  the  sum  of  $932,500 
had  been  expended  on  the  improvement,  resulting  in  carrying  the  north 
jetty  18,308.8  feet  and  the  south  jetty  10,062.48  feet  seaward.  There 
had  been  used  in  this  work  574,276  square  yards  of  mattresses, 
133,866.74  cubic  yards  of  riprap  stone,  and  2,071.8  cubic  yards  of 
oyster  shells. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  a 
contract  was  entered  into  October  8, 1896,  for  all  jetty  work  required 
for  completion  of  the  improvement.  Work  was  commenced  on  Decem- 
ber 7, 1896,  and  continued  to  October  9, 1897,  on  which  date  the  con- 
tractor suspended  operations  and  has  not  since  resumed. 

Under  this  contract,  up  to  June  30, 1897,  the  north  jetty  was  extended 
1,577.8  feet  to  station  19,862.8,  and  the  south  jetty  was  extended  3,792.2 
feet  to  station  13,854.7.  There  had  been  used  in  this  work  346,287.72 
square  yards  of  mattresses,  9,437.96  cubic  yards  of  third-class  and 
8,018.35  cubic  yards  of  fourth-class  riprap  stone. 
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The  total  amoant  expended  on  the  improyement  of  Onmberland 
Soand  ap  to  Jane  30. 1897,  was  $936,670.99,  of  which  $4,170.99  was 
nnder  the  project  of  1895  and  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Jane  3, 1896. 
No  payment  had  been  made  to  the  contractor. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  the  north  jetty  was  extended  549.6  feet  to 
station  20,412.4.  There  were  placed  in  the  north  jetty  111,868.75  square 
yards  of  mattresses,  375.63  cubic  yards  of  third-class  and  7,616.93  cubic 
yards  of  fourth-class  riprap  stone.  And  in  the  south  jetty  1,361.81  cubic 
yards  of  fourth-class  riprap  stone  was  used. 

Work  to  the  total  amount  of  $604,685.21  (subject  to  deductions)  has 
been  performed  under  the  present  contract.  The  contractor  has  been 
paid  $345,000,  leaying  a  balance  due  of  $259,685.21  (subject  to  deduc- 
tions).   No  fiinds  were  available  June  30, 1898,  for  making  payment. 

The  construction  of  the  jetties  has  as  yet  had  no  effect  in  establish- 
ing or  maintaining  a  channel  over  the  bar,  not  having  been  far  enough 
advanced  to  control  the  currents  and  wave  action.  The  sailing  channel 
still  crosses  the  south  jetty.  With  the  funds  made  available  by  the 
appropriation  of  $50,000,  made  by  the  deficiency  appropriation  act 
approved  July  19, 1897,  the  shoal  places  in  this  channel  were  twice 
dredged  out  during  the  fiscal  year.  Efforts  were  also  twice  made  to 
deepen  the  cut  through  the  south  jetty  from  14  to  17  feet  at  mean  low 
water,  but  the  plant  available  did  not  accomplish  much.  A  plant  bet- 
ter adapted  to  the  work  was,  however,  secured  on  June  30,  and  will  be 
nsed  in  an  endeavor  to  complete  the  removal  of  the  necessary  material 
daring  July.  A  channel  with  least  depth  of  17  feet  at  mean  low  water 
over  the  ocean  bar  and  to  the  jetty  crossing  was  completed  in  June. 
Vessels  drawing  14^  feet  could  enter  at  mean  low  water  on  June  30, 
1898^ 

There  was  dredged  from  the  sailing  channel  during  the  year  87,311 
cubic  yards  of  material.  From  the  cut  through  the  south  jetty  about 
130  cubic  yards  of  rock,  23  logs,  and  7  binders  were  removed. 

Before  improvement  (in  1879)  the  annual  in  and  out  bound  tonnage 
at  Fernandina  was  about  300,000,  and  the  value  of  imports  and  exports 
about  $2,500^000;  lumber,  naval  stores,  and  cotton  being  the  principal 
articles.  In  1896  these  figures  had  risen  to  about  400,000  and  about 
$9,500,000,  respectively.  In  addition  to  the  former  articles  of  export, 
a  considerable  amount  of  phosphate  rock  was  shipped  coastwise  and 
to  foreign  ports. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended..... $350,829.01 

Amount  appropriated  by  defloienc^  act  approved  Jnly  19, 1897 50, 000. 00 

Amoant  appropriated  by  sundry  oiyU  act  approved  July  1, 1898 450, 000. 00 

850, 829. 01 
Jnne  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 862, 924. 51 

July  1, 1898,  balanee unexpended 487,904.60 

Jnly  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $261,437.87 

Jaly  1, 1888,  amount  covered  by  unoompleted  contracts.  *  1, 536, 564. 79 

1,798,002.66 


(Amount  (estimated)  reqnired  for  completion  of  existing  project 1, 495, 000. 00 
Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1900 400,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jane  4, 1897.    • 

(See  Appendix  P 1.) 

*  This  work  is  carried  on  under  a  continuing  contract. 
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2,  8t  Johns  River^  Florida. — ^Previous  to  the  commencement  of  im- 
provement the  mean  low-water  channel  depth  across  the  bar  at  the 
month  varied  from  5  to  7  feet,  with  a  tidal  range  of  5.22  feet.  This  bar 
is  formed  of  sand,  and  was  extremely  dangeroas,  as  the  channel  across 
it  shifted  continuously  north  and  south  through  a  range  of  about  1  mile. 

The  least  mean  low-water  channel  depth  in  the  river  was  about  11.5 
feet,  all  obstructions  being  sand  or  mud.  The  tidal  range  in  the  river 
varies  from  about  4.5  feet  at  the  mouth  to  about  1  foot  at  Jacksonville. 

The  original  plan  of  improvement  contemplated  the  formation  of  a 
continuous  channel  with  a  mid  depth  of  not  less  than  15  feet  at  mean 
low  water  from  Jacksonville  to  the  ocean,  a  distance  of  about  27.5  miles. 
The  two  points  where  work  was  required  to  gain  this  depth  were  at  the 
bar  at  the  mouth  and  in  a  reach  of  the  river  near  Dames  Point,  12  miles 
above.    The  work  was  divided  into  two  parts  : 

1.  The  formation  of  a  channel  across  the  bar  at  the  mouth  by  the  con- 
centration and  direction  of  the  tidal  currents  by  two  jetties  to  start 
from  the  opposite  shores  at  the  entrance,  and  to  converge  until,  on  the 
bar,  their  outer  ends  should  be  approximately  parallel  and  1,600  feet 
apart. 

2.  The  improvement  of  the  Dames  Point  reach  by  dredging,  and  the 
construction  of  works  of  protection,  under  a  project  approved  June  11, 
1891,  and  modified  March  28, 1892. 

It  was  estimated  that  the  cost  of  obtaining  a  channel  over  the  bar  15 
feet  in  depth  at  mean  low  water  under  the  approved  project  would  be 
tl,306,409,  and  for  improving  the  river  in  accordance  with  the  approved 
modified  project,  which  contemplated  a  navigable  channel  of  18  feet 
mean  low-water  depth  from  inside  the  bar  to  Jacksonville,  would  be 
$324,000. 

The  work  done  on  this  river  and  bar  having  been  in  a  marked  de- 
gree successful,  and  having  demonstrated  the  possibility  of  obtaining 
a  channel  of  much  greater  depth  than  that  originally  contemplated,  a 
plan  was  submitted,  under  authority  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
August  18, 1894,  for  continuing  the  work  of  improvement  with  a  view 
of  obtaining  a  channel  depth  of  24  feet  from  Jacksonville  to  the  ocean. 
This  project  contemplates  the  dredging  of  a  channel  300  feet  wide  and 
24  feet  deep  through  all  shoals,  and  the  construction  of  training  dikes 
in  the  river  proper,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $600,000;  also  the  extension 
of  the  north  jetty  at  tbe  mouth  of  the  river  1,500  feet,  and  of  the  south 
jetty  500  feet,  and  raising  tbese  jetties  throughout  their  entire  length, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1,509,750;  in  all,  $2,109,750. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896, 
this  project  was  adopted,  and  $200,000  was  appropriated  for  continuing 
the  improvement  in  accordance  therewith. 

The  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30, 1897,  was 
$1,452,498.42. 

Improvement  of  tbe  river  between  the  bar  and  Jacksonville  was 
effected  by  the  citizens  of  Duval  County,  Fla.,  at  a  cost  of  $303,206.25, 
and  consisted  of  forming  a  channel  200  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep  at  low 
water  by  dredging  and  construction  of  training  dikes. 

There  has  been  no  work  done  in  the  river  proper  since  the  completion 
of  that  done  by  Duval  County  in  1894.  The  dredged  cuts  have  main- 
tained themselves  very  well,  except  the  two  lower  ones,  where  shoaling 
to  such  extent  has  taken  place  as  to  make  the  available  depth  only 
about  13  feet  at  low  water. 

The  sum  of  $50,000  was  reserved  from  the  appropriation  of  $200,000 
made  by  the  act  of  June  3, 1896,  and  with  the  balance  of  $150,000  work 
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was  carried  on  on  the  jetties  under  a  contract  entered  into  January  2^ 
1897.  Work  under  this  contract  was  completed  November  25, 1897. 
There  was  placed  in  the  jetties  a  total  of  45,131.23  tons  of  first-class  and 
7,699.73  tons  of  second-class  stone.  The  south  jetty  was  built  up  to  the 
level  of  mean  high  water  from  the  shore  to  Station  8200,  and  to  the  level 
of  mean  low  water  from  there  to  the  outer  end,  a  distance  of  2,512  feet, 
and  the  north  jetty  was  built  to  a  height  of  from  3  to  7  feet  above  mean 
low  water  from  Station  9450  to  the  outer  end,  a  distance  of  1,484  feet. 

The  remainder  of  the  north  jetty  has  been  in  about  the  same  condition 
since  1892.  Its  crest  from  the  shore  to  Station  5000  is  at  mean  low  water; 
from  Station  5000  to  Station  8000  about  2  feet  below  mean  low  water, 
and  from  Station  8000  to  Station  9450  from  3  to  7  feet  below  mean  low- 
water  level.  The  total  length  of  the  north  jetty  is  10,934  feet  and  that 
of  the  south  jetty  is  10,712  feet  not  including  the  shore  extensions. 

There  has  been  a  gradual  shoaling  on  the  bar  since  work  on  the  jetties 
was  stopped.  There  is  now  ah  available  channel  depth  of  13  feet  at 
mean  low  water  across  the  bar,  as  compared  with  14f  feet  last  year.  It 
is  possible  that  this  shoaling  is  only  temporary,  but  it  shows  the  impor- 
tance of  extending  the  north  jetty. 

A  comparison  of  a  map  of  a  survey  of  the  bar  entrance  made  in  June, 
1898,  with  a  map  of  a  survey  made  in  December,  1897,  shows  a  shoaling 
from  15  feet  to  13  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water  and  a  decided  increase 
in  the  area  included  between  the  inner  and  outer  12-foot  contours.  There 
IB  every  indication  that  this  shoaling  is  due  to  the  sand  movement 
around  the  present  end  of  the  north  jetty,  and  that  it  would  cease  were 
this  jetty  extended  and  built  up  to  a  height  sufiicient  to  prevent  the 
waves  breaking  in  over  the  bar. 

The  following  table  shows  the  condition  of  commerce  in  1880,  when 
the  work  of  improvement  began ;  in  1886,  just  prior  to  the  time  the 
effect  of  the  improvement  was  perceptible  on  navigation,  and  during 
the  past  three  years : 


Vessels  entered. 

Vessels  cleared. 

Yesr. 

Kmnber. 

Aggregate 
tonnage. 

Average 
tonnage. 

Number. 

Aggregate 
tonnage. 

Average 
tonnage. 

1880 

883 
883 
848 
878 
483 

166,731 
123, 170 
828,008 
358,940 
461,041 

433 

322 
027 
023 
907 

418 
271 
850 
874 
445 

172,076 
116,044 
840,153 
360, 311 
457,007 

414 

1888 

428 

1806 

072 

1888 

064 

1887 

1,027 

Jalyl,  1897y  balance  onexpended $164,501.58 

JnneSK),  18^,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year ^ 112,593.47 

July  ly  1898,  balance  unexpended 51,908. 11 

July  1, 1898,  outetanding  liabilities 38.75 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 51,869.36 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1, 909, 750. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,1900 200,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  rivur  and 
barl>or  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

i<See  Appendix  P  2.) 

3.  Volusia  Bavj  Florida. — ^The  bar  is  located  at  the  south  end,  or 

head,  of  Lake  George,  St.  Johns  Biver,  about  162  miles  from  the  mouth. 

An  examination  of  the  locality  with  a  view  to  improvement  was  made 
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in  1879,  and  a  plan  was  presented  which  contemplated  the  construction 
of  two  jetties  carried  out  beyond  the  bar  with  their  outer  ends  from  200 
to  250  feet  apart,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  depth  of  6  feet  at  low  water 
over  the  bar. 

Before  any  improvement  was  commenced  the  channel  over  the  bar  was 
very  crooked  and  had  a  least  depth  varying  from  3^  to  4^  feet. 

The  plan  above  presented  was  modified  more  or  less  in  sacceeding 
years,  still  maintaining  the  jetties,  and  dredging  if  necessary  to  assist 
in  gaining  the  depth. 

In  1887  this  project  was  modified  so  as  to  limit  the  depth  to  5  feet, 
already  attained,  which  was  deemed  sufiicient  for  the  steamers  navi- 
gating the  Upper  St.  Johns  Biver. 

With  the  appropriations  made  since  the  inception  of  the  project  two 
jetties  have  been  bnilt  starting  from  opposite  sides  of  the  river  bank  at 
the  south  edge  of  the  lake  and  converging  until  upon  the  bar  they  are 
2^30  feet  apart.  The  east  jetty  is  3,400  feet  long  and  the  west  jetty  2,200 
feet.  They  are  built  to  the  level  of  mean  low  water  throughout  nearly 
their  entire  lengths.  Two  rows  of  firmly  set  piles  provided  with  waling 
pieces  confine  boats  to  a  100-foot  channel  across  the  crest  of  the  bar. 
Two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  cubic  yards  of  material  was  dredged  and 
the  fender  piles  were  repaired  in  November,  1893. 

With  the  money  made  available  for  this  work  by  the  two  appropria- 
tions of  $1,000  each  made  by  acts  of  August  18, 1894,  and  June  3, 1896, 
respectively,  dredging  to  the  extent  of  4,242  cubic  yards  was  done  by 
contract  in  September  and  October,  1896.  This  resulted  in  a  channel 
through  the  shoal  near  the  ends  of  the  jetties  having  a  least  width  of 
80  feet. 

An  appropriation  of  $2,000  is  required  each  year  to  keep  the  bar  in  a 
navigable  condition. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $29,000. 

No  work  has  been  done  during  the  fiscal  year,  no  funds  being  avail- 
able. The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  through  the  improved 
channel  at  low  water  is  5  feet. 

The  improvement  has  had  no  effect  on  commercial  interests  except  to 
render  navigation  safer  and  more  reliable. 

{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement $2,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  witu  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oivU  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  P  3.) 

4.  Ocklawaha  River^  Florida. — ^The  Ocklawaha  River  has  its  source 
in  Lake  Apopka,  central  Florida,  flows  slightly  west  of  north  for  about 
104  miles,  measured  along  the  axis  of  the  channel,  then  almost  due  east 
for  21  miles  farther,  when  it  unites  with  the  St.  Johns  River.  The  Ock- 
lawaha River  is  the  principal  outlet  of  a  number  of  large  lakes,  the 
2kggTegQ>te  area  of  which  is  about  175  square  miles. 

From  Lake  GriflBn  down  for  a  distance  of  about  28  miles  the  river 
flows  through  a  wide  savanna  submerged  about  1  foot  under  water  and 
covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  saw  grass.  On  this  reach  the  river 
averages  from  30  to  40  feet  in  width  and  has  a  least  channel  depth  of 
about  5  feet;  the  current  is  very  sluggish. 

The  impediments  to  navigation  on  this  portion  of  the  river  are  the 
numerous  bends,  the  narrow  channel,  floating  islands,  and  eelgtass. 
From  the  savanna  to  the  mouth,  a  distance  of  about  58  miles,  the  banks 
are  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  cypress  and  other  timber.  On  this 
reach  the  river  averages  from  60  to  70  feet  in  width,  and  the  least  chan- 
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od  depth  is  4  feet.  The  average  velocity  of  the  carrent  is  considerably 
irreater  than  on  the  apper  river,  being  about  1.3  feet  per  second.  The 
principal  obstructions  to  navigation  here  are  snags  and  overhanging 
trees. 

The  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  consists  in  removing 
snagSf  overhanging  trees,  floating  islands,  and  other  obstructions  of 
like  character,  so  as  to  give  a  fair  navigable  channel  of  4  feet  depth 
from  the  mouth  to  Leesburg,  at  the  head  of  Lake  Griffin,  a  distance  of 
94  miles.    The  estimated  cost  of  this  work  is  $26,000. 

All  appropriations  made  prior  to  the  one  in  act  of  June  3, 1896,  have 
been  expended  in  removing  snags  and  overhanging  trees.  The  result 
has  been  to  place  the  river  in  a  fairly  navigable  condition  for  a  distance 
of  aboat  60  miles  from  its  month. 

The  amount  expended  upon  this  improvement  to  Jnne  30, 1897,  was 
$14,000.  This  amount  includes  $4,000  appropriated  for  maintenance. 
The  appropriation  of  $3,000  for  maintenance,  made  in  act  of  June  3, 
1896,  will  be  expended  in  removing  such  logs  and  overhanging  trees  as 
have  become  obstructions  during  the  cessation  of  work. 

No  work  has  been  done  during  the  fiscal  year.  Bids  were  opened  on 
January  29, 1898,  for  furnishing  a  plant  with  which  to  do  the  work,  but 
were  all  rejected  as  too  high.  It  was  proposed  to  do  the  work  with  the 
U.  S.  snag  boat  Suwanee  as  soon  as  her  services  should  become  availa- 
ble, but  the  war  with  Spain  has  prevented  bringing  her  around  from  the 
west  coast  of  Florida. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  at  low  water  is  4  feet. 

The  improvement  of  this  river  has  had  no  effect  on  commercial  inter- 
ests except  to  render  navigation  more  safe.  If  the  project  were  com- 
pleted, large  amounts  of  agricultural  products  and  general  merchandise 
would  be  carried  by  water  from  Leesburg  to  Jacksonville. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  anezpended $3,000.00 

July  1, 1S98,  balance  unexpended 3, 000. 00 

i  Amount  (eetimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 15, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  including  maintenance 9,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oivil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  P  4.) 

5.  8U  Augustine  Harhor^  Florida, — ^The  approved  project  is  to  pro- 
tect the  shores  on  the  north  and  south  sides  of  the  entrance  from  erosion, 
the  work  consisting  of  groins  constructed  of  riprap  on  brnsh  fonnda- 
tion  and  capped  with  concrete. 

Work  was  begun  in  1889.  Seven  groins  in  all  have  been  built,  three 
on  the  north  beach  and  four  on  Anastasia  Island,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  entrance.    Their  lengths  vary  from  220  to  549  feet. 

The  erosion  of  the  shore  line  has,  with  slight  exceptions,  been  stopped. 
The  outer  portion  of  the  north  beach  has  been  built  out  to  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  groins. 

The  appropriation  made  in  act  of  August  18,  1894,  has  not  been 
expended,  as  there  has  seemed  to  be  no  immediate  necessity  for  further 
work  to  protect  the  beach.  The  amount  available  is  reserved  for 
emergencies  that  may  arise  as  the  result  of  storms  or  a  sudden  wear- 
ing away  of  the  shore  line. 

The  amount  expended  up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $64,999.90. 

This  improvement,  being  confined  to  the  protection  of  the  outer  shore 
lines  of  the  entrance,  has  had  no  effect  whatever  on  the  character  and 
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amount  of  commorce,  which  is  practically  nothing  as  far  as  water 
transportation  is  concerned. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  over  the  bar  at  mean  low 
water  varies  from  6  to  9  feet. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $6,000.10 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 6,000.10 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 24, 000. 00 

'  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  18GG  and  1867. 

(See  Appendix  P  5.) 

6.  Indian  River ,  Florida, — Operations  under  separate  projects  and 
appropriations  have  been  carried  on  at  three  localities  on  the  river,  viz : 
tlie  portion  of  the  river  proper  between  Goat  Greek  and  Jupiter  Inlet, 
Negro  Gut  and  Indian  Kiver  Inlet,  and  Jupiter  Inlet. 

Between  Ooat  Creek  and  Jupiter  Inlet, — Under  the  provisions  of  the 
river  and  harbor  act  of  1890  a  survey  of  this  portion  of  Indian  Eiver  was 
made  and  a  project  adopted  which  conteiuplated  making  a  continuous 
channel  5  feet  deep  at  low  water  and  at  least  75  feet  wide  in  the  straight 
reaches,  with  as  much  greater  width  in  the  turns  as  may  be  required, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  1 44,000. 

The  Florida  Goast  Line  Ganal  and  Transportation  Gompany  possessed 
a  franchise  granted  by  the  State  of  Florida  which  included  this  portion 
of  the  river  and  had  dredged  a  continuous  navigable  channel  along  it 
50  feet  wide  and  5  feet  deep.  After  considerable  delay  the  canal  com- 
pany made  the  necessary  relinquishment  of  the  rights  they  possessed 
under  their  franchise,  and  work  under  the  appifopriation  of  July  13, 1892, 
was  commenced  by  the  United  States  hydraulic  dredge  Suwa/nee  July 
28,  1895.  The  channel  previously  dredged  by  the  Florida  Goast  Line 
Ganal  and  Transportation  Gompany  was  widened  at  Long  Ganal,  High 
Bank  Ganal,  Gurved  Ganal,  and  Gonch  Bar  by  dredging  a  cut  50  feet 
wide  and  6  feet  deep  along  one  side.  The  aggregate  length  of  all  the 
cuts  jnade  by  the  United  States  was  11,075  feet,  and  the  total  amount 
dredged  was  56,665  cubic  yards.  The  amount  expended  on  this  part  of 
the  river  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $15,000. 

Negro  Outy  Indian  Eiver  Inlet. — The  river  and  harbor  act  of  August 
18, 1894,  appropriated  $5,000  for  dredging  at  this  locality.  The  urgent 
deficiency  act  of  March  2, 1895,  made  a  further  appropriation  of  $15,000 
for  the  same  work. 

A  project  was  adopted  contemplating  the  formation  of  a  channel  100 
feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  from  the  channel  of  Indian  Biver  through 
Negro  Gut  to  the  bar  at  Indian  Biver  Inlet,  and  the  construction  of  a 
training  wall  for  its  protection,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $32,775. 

The  available  channel  depth  before  improvement  was  1.5  feet. 

Dredging  was  begun  with  the  United  States  dredge  Suwanee  on 
January  9, 1896,  and  the  channel  called  for  by  the  project  was  com- 
pleted September  26, 1896.  A  total  of  93,583  cubic  yards  of  material 
was  removed. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  appropriated  a  farther  sum 
of  $7,500  for  dredging  this  channel.  The  amounts  previously  appro- 
priated were  sufficient  to  complete  the  projected  dredging,  and  subse- 
quent appropriations  should  have  been  made  available  for  the  con-, 
struction  of  the  training  wall,  which  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
the  dredged  channel,  as  contemplated  in  the  project.  It  being  desirable 
to  commence  the  construction  of  the  training  wall,  the  question  as  to 
whether  this  appropriation  could  be  applied  to  that  purpose  was  sub- 
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mitted  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  who  decided  that  it  was  not 
permissible  without  further  action  by  Congress. 

The  amount  expended  on  improvement  at  Negro  Cut  to  June  30, 1897, 
was  $18,100.51.  No  work  has  been  done  at  this  locality  since  Septem- 
ber, 1896,  pending  action  by  Congress  to  make  the  appropriation  of 
$7,500  of  June  3, 1896,  available  for  the  construction  of  the  training 
wall.    The  expenditure  during  the  year  was  for  repair  of  plant. 

Jupiter  Inlet. — By  act  of  Congress  approved  February  26, 1896,  an 
appropriation  of  $500  was  made  to  open  this  inlet  for  the  passage  of 
boats  and  small  vessels.  An  examination  of  the  inlet  was  made  March 
15, 1896.  It  was  found  that  the  inlet  was  entirely  closed  by  a  ridge  of 
saud  varying  in  width  from  350  to  800  feet  at  low  water,  with  a  crest 
at  an  elevation  of  7  to  9  feet  above  mean  low  water. 

The  project  adopted  contemplated  making  a  cut  40  feet  wide  on  the 
bottom  and  2  feet  deep  at  low  water.  Work  was  begun  September  6 
and  was  satisfactorily  completed  September  19, 1896.  The  total  amount 
expended  on  this  part  of  Indian  Kiver  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $500.  The 
project  was  completed. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  through  Indian  Eiver  is  5 
feet  at  mean  low  water. 

Water  transportation  on  Indian  Eiver  was  temporarily  decreased  by 

the  extension  of  the  railroad  along  the  river  bank  to  Miami  and  by  the 

freeze  of  1894-95,  which  destroyed  or  set  back  the  growth  of  nearly  all 

the  orange  and  lemon  groves.    During  the  past  two  years,  however,  a 

hew  line  of  steamers  has  been  running  on  the  river,  doing  a  large  busi- 

Bess  in  freight  and  passengers.    The  growers  of  this  section  have  been 

able  to  ship  their  produce  by  water  as  far  north  as  Titusville,  and 

thereby  effect  a  considerable  saving  on  incoming  and  outgoing  freight. 

INDIAN  RIVERy  BETWEEN  GOAT  CREEK  AND  JUPITER  INLET. 

!  Amount  (estimated)  reqaired  for  completion  of  existing  project $29, 000. 00 
Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30, 1900    15, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  reqnirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  A,  1897. 

NEGRO  CUT,  INDIAN  RIVER  INLET. 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $9,399.49 

Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1, 579. 02 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 7,820.47 

(See  Appendix  P  6.) 

7.  Caloosahatchee  Biver^  Florida, — An  examination  of  this  river  with 
a  view  to  its  improvement  was  made  in  1879.  In  1887  a  survey  was 
made  from  Lake  Okeeehobee  to  the  month. 

The  project  adopted  in  1882  called  for  deepening  the  channel  by 
dredging  from  the  month  to  Fort  Myers,  so  as  to  give  a  depth  of  7  feet 
at  mean  low  water  for  a  width  of  100  feet.  In  188G  and  1888  this  project 
was  modified  so  as  to  include  the  improvement  of  the  upper  river  as 
far  as  Fort  Thompson  by  the  removal  of  snags  and  overhanging  trees, 
and  by  deepening  the  channel  near  Beantiful  Island  to  a  depth  of  4  feet. 

Before  improvements  commenced  upon  this  river  there  was  a  practi- 
cable channel  5  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  the  mouth  to  4  miles 
above  Myers.  The  portion  of  the  river  which  has  the  characteristics 
of  an  estaary  was  principally  obstructed  by  oyster  beds.  Above,  as 
&r  as  Fort  Thompson,  the  ruling  depth  was  3^  feet,  on  the  shoal  at 
Beautiful  Island.  This  portion  was  obstructed  by  snags  and  over- 
hanging trees. 
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With  the  money  appropriated  from  1882  to  1890  the  shoals  below 
Myers  were  dredged  to  a  depth  of  7  feet  and  the  channels  across  the 
bars  marked  with  suitable  piles.  Above  Myers  the  shoal  at  Beaatifal 
Island  was  dredged  to  4  feet  and  a  dike  or  training  wall  provided  to 
concentrate  the  water  through  the  dredged  cut.  A  large  number  of 
snags  have  been  removed  from  this  portion  of  the  river. 

The  appropriations  since  1890  have  been  made  for  maintenance,  and 
they  have  been  expended  in  removing  such  snags  and  overhanging 
trees  as  had  become  obstructions  during  the  cessation  of  work,  and  in 
repairing  the  channel  marks  on  the  lower  portion  of  the  river. 

An  appropriation  of  $1,000  annually  or  $2,000  bienniaUy  will  be 
required  to  keep  this  river  in  a  fair  navigable  condition. 

The  amount  expended  up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $29,892.25. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  6,291  cubic  yards  of  dredged  material,  246 
snags,  and  108  overhanging  trees  have  been  removed  and  11  channel 
marks  established  in  maintaiying  the  improvement. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  at  mean  low  water  is  7  feet 
as  far  as  Myers  and  4  feet  above  Myers. 

The  deepening  and  clearing  of  the  river  has  enabled  the  growers  of 
vegetables,  oranges  and  other  fruits  to  ship  their  produce  to  the  rail- 
road at  Punta  Gorda  at  rates  materially  less  than  those  that  prevailed 
before  the  improvement  was  begun.  The  freeze  of  1894-95  has  shifted 
the  fruit  and  vegetable  industries  farther  south,  and  the  country  tapped 
by  the  Galoosahatchee  Hiver  and  tributaries  now  furnishes  a  large  and 
growing  proportion  of  the  Florida  output  of  these  commodities. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  UDexpended $1,707.75 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fisoal  year 1,484.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 223.75 


'  Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 2,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  P  7.) 

6,  Charlotte  Harbor  and  Fease  Oreek^  JtUrida, — Work  upon  this  im- 
provement was  commenced  under  an  appropriation  of  $35,000  made 
by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  September  19,  1890,  for  "improving, 
dredging,  and  deepening  the  channel  of  Charlotte  Harbor  and  Pease 
Greek  to  the  pier  at  Punta  Gorda." 

The  survey  from  Boca  Grande  Pass  to  Punta  Gorda  made  under  this 
appropriation  disclosed  a  channel  depth  of  19  feet  at  mean  low  water 
on  the  bar,  9  feet  at  the  shoals  south  of  Gape  Haze,  and  10  feet  upon 
the  shoals  near  the  wharf  at  Punta  Gorda.  The  rise  of  tide  is  approx- 
imately 2  feet. 

The  approved  project  contemplates  the  improvement  of  the  channel 
so  as  to  give  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low  water  from  the  wharves  at 
Punta  Gorda  to  the  pass  over  a  width  of  200  feet.  The  estimated  cost 
was  $127,500,  reduced  in  1896  to  $100,000. 

Operations  have  been  carried  on  by  dredging  with  a  view  of  obtain- 
iug  the  width  and  depth  contemplated.  The  work  done  under  the  first 
appropriation  of  $35,000  resulted  in  forming  a  channel  300  feet  wide 
for  a  distance  of  300  feet  in  front  of  the  wharves,  160  feet  wide  for  a 
distance  of  4,729  feet,  120  feet  wide  for  a  distance  of  1,764  feet,  where 
it  connects  with  the  12-foot  contour.  Over  nearly  the  whole  of  this 
length  the  depth  was  attained  of  over  13  feet. 

Under  the  second  appropriation,  amounting  to  $20,000,  a  channel  was 
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formed  through  the  lower  shoal  near  Gape  Haze  200  feet  wide  and  12 
to  13  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  and  tlurongh  the  shoal  near  Char- 
lotte Harbor  Light  an  available  channel  depth  across  that  shoal  of 
11^  feet  at  mean  low  water  was  secared. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  Jnne  3, 1896,  appropriated  $20,000  for 

continning  the  improvement.    Bids  were  opened  March  10, 1897,  to  do 

the  work  by  contract.    Only  one  bid  was  received,  and  that  at  the  rate 

of  29  cents  per  cubi(i  yard.    The  bid  was  accepted,  and  a  contract  was 

entered  into  March  27,  and  approved  A]>ril  16, 1897.    Dredging  began 

April  26,  and  was  completed  December  14, 1897.    There  were  removed 

25,922  cubic  yards  of  material  from  the  shoal  near  Gape  Haze,  and 

32,678  cubic  yards  from  the  shoal  near  the  wharves  at  Punta  Gorda, 

making  a  total  of  58,600  cubic  yards.    This  work  has  resulted  in  making 

a  channel  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low  w£iter  from  the  wharves  at  Punta 

Gorda  to  Boca  Grande  Pass.    This  channel  is  200  feet  wide  for  the 

entire  distance,  except  through  the  out  across  the  shoal  near  the  wharves, 

where  the  width  is  35  feet. 

The  amount  expended  up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $57,064.05. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  is  12  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

The  commerce  of  Charlotte  Harbor  has  steadily  increased  since  1891. 

Most  of  the  increase  is  due  to  the  development  of  phosphate  mines  on 

Pease  Greek. 

The  commerce  consists  of  cattle,  fertilizers,  agricultural  products, 
inniber,  fish  and  oysters,  phosphate,  and  general  merchandise. 

The  improvement  has  resulted  in  lessening  the  cost  of  water  trans- 
portation, especially  that  of  phosphate.  Ships  are  now  able  to  load 
to  a  12-foot  draft  at  the  docks  at  Punta  Gorda,  and  the  amount  of  freight 
carried  by  lighters  to  the  pass  has  been  materially  decreased. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $17,935.95 

Jane  3H0, 18S^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 17, 483. 17 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 452.78 

July  1,  1888,  outstanding  Babilitiee 10.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 442.78 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 25, 000. 00 
Amountthatcanbeproiitablyexpendedinfiscalyear ending June30,1900    25, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  oi  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  P  8.) 

9.  Sarasota  Bay^  Florida.— -Th.^  approved  project  upon  which  work 
has  heretofore  been  done  contemplated  the  formation  of  a  continuous 
channel  100  feet  wide  and  5  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  Tampa 
Bay  to  the  town  of  Sarasota,  Fla.,  a  distance  of  21^  miles,  the  estimated 
ooBt  for  this  stretch  being  $17,500. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  June  3, 1896,  appropriated  $2,500  for  improv- 
ing Sarasota  Bay  from  Tampa  Bay  to  Gaseys  Pass,  while  heretofore  the 
improvement  was  only  for  Sarasota  Bay  ^^from  Tampa  Bay  to  Sarasota, 
Fla."  The  survey  of  1889  was  made,  as  directed,  from  Tampa  Bay  to 
Gaseys  Pass,  and  an  estimate  was  presented  amounting  to  $37,500  for 
securing  a  channel  75  feet  wide  and  3  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water 
through  the  obstructing  shoals  below  Sarasota.  Under  the  act  of  June 
3, 1896,  the  latter  project  is  included  in  the  improvement,  so  that  the 
total  estimate  of  cost  is  now  $55,000. 

Previous  to  any  attempt  at  improvement  there  was  a  navigable  chan- 
nel with  a  minimum  depth  of  5  feet  extending  throughout  the  length 
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of  Big  Sarasota  Bay,  exceptiDg  in  two  reaches,  Palma  Sola  Pass  and 
Long  Bar,  which  have  a  total  length  of  5,400  fee"^.  In  these  reaches 
the  available  depth  was  4.3  and  3.5  feet,  respectively.  The  tidal  range 
in  the  bay  is  1.5  feet. 

Between  Sarasota  and  Oaseys  Pass,  at  the  south  end  of  the  bay,  the 
available  channel  depth  was  1.2  feet  at  mean  low  water,  except  through 
the  Mangroves,  where  it  was  nothing. 

The  work  so  far  accomplished  has  resulted  in  the  formation  of  a 
channel  50  feet  wide  and  5  feet  deep  from  Tampa  Bay  to  Sarasota. 
This  is  the  depth  but  not  the  width  required  by  the  project.  A  chan- 
nel has  been  cut  1, 460  feet  into  the  shoal  at  the  Mangroves.  This  has 
resulted  in  no  benefit,  as  the  rest  of  the  shoal  is  bare  in  places  at  low 
water. 

The  improvement  so  far  effect'ed  has  resulted  in  cheapening  the  cost 
of  transportation  between  Sarasota  and  points  north. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  at  low  water  is  5  feet  to 
Sarasota,  nothing  to  Casey s  Pass. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $9,998.43. 

The  commercial  statistics  for  this  bay  have  been  incomplete.  The 
adjacent  country  is  still  undeveloped,  and  its  development  depends 
largely  on  the  navigability  of  the  bay.  All  trade  is  carried  on  by 
water,  and  the  improvement  efi'ected  has  given  a  safe  passage  at  all 
times  for  small  vessels. 

The  commerce  consists  of  cattle,  fertilizers,  agricultural  productSi 
lumber,  and  general  merchandise. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  anexpended $2,601.57 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,980.08 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 571.54 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 42, 500. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    20, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jane  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  P  9.) 

10.  Manatee  River ^  Florida, — ^For  12  miles  from  its  mouth  in  Tampa 
Bay  this  river  has  the  characteristics  of  an  estaary.  Previous  to 
improvement  in  the  estuary  the  general  depth  of  the  river  varied  from 
7  to  20  feet.  At  the  mouth  there  was  a  long  shoal  with  a  depth  of  7 
feet.  Between  Palmetto  and  Braidentown  there  was  another  bar  cov- 
ered by  from  3  to  5  feet  of  water. 

An  examination  of  the  river  with  a  view  to  its  improvement  was 
made  in  1881,  and  a  project  adopted  in  1882  which  contemplated  form- 
iug  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  13  feet  deep  from  Tampa  Bay  to  Shaw 
and  McNeils  points.  In  1887  the  project  was  modified  to  cover  the 
river  as  far  up  as  Manatee  and  give  a  depth  of  9  feet  at  mean  low 
water.  This  channel  was  completed,  and  in  1890  the  original  project 
was  again  adopted. 

Tinder  the  terms  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  which 
provided  that  $3,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  necessary,  of  the  funds 
appropriated  fbr  improving  this  river  should  be  used  in  improving 
the  cutoff  into  Terraceia  Bay,  a  project  for  making  a  channel  through 
the  cut  off  100  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  was  submitted,  and  approved 
on  June  23,  1897.  It  was  estimated  that  this  channel  would  cost 
$20,000.  Previous  to  improvement  there  was  a  channel  through  this 
cut-off,  for  rowboats  only,  of  1  foot  at  mean  low  water. 

In  1883-84  a  cut  was  made  to  a  depth  of  12.5  feet  across  the  bar  at 
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the  moath  of  the  river.  This  has  since  entirely  disappeared.  During 
and  prior  to  1890  a  channel  150  feet  wide  and  8  feet  deep  was  dredged 
through  the  shoal  between  Manatee  and  Braidentown.  In  1893  a 
channel  was  dredged  through  the  shoal  at  Sneads  Point  81  feet  wide 
and  12  feet  deep;  and  in  1896  this  channel  was  extended  and  widened, 
80  that  it  is  now  100  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep. 

During  this  fiscal  year  a  channel  was  cut  through  the  cut-off  into 
Terraceia  Bay  50  feet  wide,  4.5  feet  deep,  and  2,840  feet  loug.  This 
channel  allows  small  craft  to  pass  to  and  from  Manatee  Eiver  and  'ter- 
raceia Bay,  but  it  is  not  wide  and  deep  enough  to  permit  the  passage 
of  some  steamers  which  ply  regularly  between  Tampa  and  the  Manatee 
River.    The  continuation  of  this  improvement  is  desirable. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $43,167.19,  which  includes 
$482.75  for  the  cut-off  into  Terraceia  Bay. 

To  do  the  work  required  on  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  in  an 
economical  and  effective  manner  the  full  amount  of  the  balance  of  funds 
required  to  complete  the  project,  $29,000,  should  be  made  available 
before  it  is  commenced. 

Likewise,  the  balance  required  to  complete  the  improvement  of  the 
catK>ff,  917,000,  should  also  be  made  available. 

The  improvement  of  this  river  has  resulted  in  a  steady  increase  in 
commerce,  which,  for  this  section,  is  carried  on  entirely  by  water.  The 
statistics  show  an  increase  in  the  vsdue  of  exports  and  imports  from 
$816,326  in  1892  to  $2,826,444  in  1896;  during  the  same  period  the 
arrivals  and  departures  of  regular  steamers  increased  from  900  to  1,200. 

A  draft  of  9  feet  can  be  carried  from  Tampa  Bay  through  the  mouth 
of  the  river  to  Manatee;  through  Terraceia  Gut-off,  4  feet. 

The  commerce  of  the  locality  consists  of  agricultural  products,  fer- 
tilizers^ lumber,  and  general  merchandise. 

The  increase  in  tonnage  due  to  improvement  of  this  stream  for  sev- 
eral years  past  is  shown  by  the  following  statement: 


Tons. 

1898 6,872 

1894 11,552 


Tons. 


1895 11,718 

1896 21,000 


July  1,1897,  bal«no«  unexpended $3,832.81 

June  90, 189iB,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 3,682.91 


July  1, 1888,  balance  unexpended 


149.90 


i Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 29, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profltablj  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  5, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  dvil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  P  10.) 

XI.  Withlacoochee  Bivefy  Florida. — ^The  project  for  the  improvement 
of  this  river  calls  for  the  removal  of  snags,  overhanging  trees,  and 
loose  rocks,  and  the  deepening  of  some  of  the  worst  shoals  and  a  bar 
at  the  month,  so  as  to  form  a  channel  having  an  available  depth  of  2 
feet  daring  about  half  the  year  from  the  mouth  in  the  Oulf  of  Mexico 
to  Pemberton  Ferry,  a  distance  of  77  miles. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $23,914.88. 

The  entire  river  has  been  gone  over  from  the  mouth  to  Pemberton 
Ferry  and  the  worst  obstructions  removed.  The  work  was  done  partly 
by  lured  labor  and  partly  by  contract.  The  project  is  practically  com- 
pleted, although  there  are  still  obstructions  to  be  removed  before  navi- 
gation can  be  considered  safe. 
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The  improvement  has  not  resulted  in  any  marked  benefit,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  period  daring  which  navigation  is  open  does  not  cor- 
respond with  the  season  daring  which  it  is  necessary  to  move  the 
products  of  the  region. 

Large  deposits  of  phosphate  have  been  discovered  in  the  valley  of  the 
river  since  the  original  project  was  formed,  and  the  only  means  of  trans- 
porting the  product  of  the  mines  at  present  is  supplied  by  the  railroads. 
The  cost  of  this  transportation  to  the  nearest  seaport  amounts  to  about 
one-half  the  value  of  the  phosphate  on  board  ship. 

A  survey  of  this  river  was  completed  in  May,  1897,  and  the  report 
thereon,  with  plans  and  estimates  for  a  new  project,  was  printed  in 
House  Doc.  No.  199,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session;  also  sub- 
mitted herewith  as  Appendix  P  18. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  is  2  feet  daring  one-half  of 
the  year. 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $785.12 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 785.12 

(See  Appendix  P  11.) 

12.  Suwanee  River j  Florida. — ^The  project  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Suwanee  Eiver  was  adopted  in  1879.  The  reach  of  the  river  covered 
by  the  project  extended  from  EUaville  to  its  mouth  in  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, a  distance  of  130  miles.  At  that  time  the  obstructions  in  this  por- 
tion of  the  river  consisted  of  shoals  composed  of  soft,  uustratified  lime- 
stone mixed  with  flint,  extending  partly  or  entirely  across  the  river, 
in  some  instances  covered  with  shallow  deposits  of  sand  and  in  others 
bare;  also  snags  and  overhanging  trees.  The  channels  across  these 
shoals  were  often  narrow  and  very  crooked.  Their  depth  at  mean  low 
water  would  vary  from  15  inches  to  3  feet.  At  places,  large  isolated 
limestone  bowlders  in  the  channel  were  constant  sources  of  danger  to 
navigation. 

An  examination  of  the  river  with  a  view  to  its  improvement  was  made 
in  1879.    The  estimated  cost  of  the  work  to  be  done  was  $55,158. 

The  proposed  improvement  consists  in  deepening  the  bar  at  the  passes 
by  dredging,  the  removal  of  snags  and  overhanging  trees  along  the 
river,  and  deepening  and  improving  the  channel  at  various  places  by 
the  removal  of  rocks  and  snags  and  construction  of  wing  dams,  so  as  to 
straighten,  widen,  and  deepen  the  channel.  The  depth  to  be  obtained 
is  5  feet  through  the  bars  at  the  passes  for  a  width  of  150  feet  and  up 
the  river  as  far  as  !New  Branford,  a  distance  of  80  miles.  From  there 
to  EUaville,  a  distance  of  50  miles,  the  depth  is  to  be  4  feet  and  the 
width  60  feet. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  the  appropriations  for  this  work  is  $50,000. 
Of  this  $10,000  was  authorized  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  or  con- 
struction of  a  snag  boat,  with  hedging  and  other  machinery. 

With  this  amount  a  boat  was  built,  and  it  was  placed  in  commission 
in  April,  1889,  since  which  time  it  has  been  in  almost  constant  service 
on  the  rivers  and  harbors  in  Florida.  While  it  has  served  its  purpose 
admirably,  considering  its  low  cost  and  the  hard  duty  it  has  performed, 
it  is  now  old  and  is  expensive  to  keep  in  repair.  A  new,  larger,  and 
more  seaworthy  boat  is  urgently  needed  to  take  its  place. 

The  appropriation  of  $3,000  made  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
June  3, 1896,  has  been  expended  the  past  fiscal  year  in  dredging  and 
blasting  on  the  Fort  McGomb  and  Lower  Double  Island  Shoal,  making 
a  channel  4  feet  deep  at  low  water. 

The  maximum  drafb  that  can  be  carried  at  low  water  is  5  feet  from 
the  Gulf  to  New  Branford  and  3  feet  from  there  to  Hudson,  10  miles 
heJo  w  EUa  ville. 
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The  amount  expended  to  Jane  30, 1897,  was  $46,502.73. 

The  improyement  of  the  river  has  resulted  in  a  steady  increase  in 
commeroe  since  1890.  In  that  year  the  total  value  of  imports  and  exports 
amounted  to  $1,234,000,  while  in  1896  the  value  was  $1,470,470.  The 
tonnage  in  the  same  period  increased  from  27,416  to  34,474.  Seventy- 
ti  ve  per  cent  of  the  commerce  of  the  neighborhood  is  carried  on  the  river. 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $3,497.27 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 3,413.13 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 84.14 

f  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 15, 158. 00 

J  Amonnt  that  can  beprontably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  nue  30, 1900      8, 000. 00 
I  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
I    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  P  12.) 

13.  Removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  navi- 
gation.— In  1896  the  removal  of  nine  wrecks  that  had  been  reported  as 
liable  to  endanger  navigation  in  Man  of  War  Harbor,  Key  West,  Fla., 
was  aothorized  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  After  due  advertisement, 
bids  were  opened  for  the  removal  of  these  wrecks  August  20, 1896,  and 
the  contract  was  awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder.  The  amount  bid  was 
$11,340,  and  the  contract  was  entered  into  September  18, 1890.  The 
contract  price  was  subsequently  reduced  to  $10,240,  as  the  owner  of  one 
of  the  obstructions  desired  to  remove  it  himself.  Actual  work  began 
October  13, 1896,  and  by  January  23, 1897,  all  of  the  obstructions  speci- 
iicd  had  been  removed.  During  the  removal  of  these  wrecks  seven 
others  were  discovered  in  the  vicinity,  and  it  was  decided  to  remove 
them  and  also  the  wreck  of  the  Oovernor  Marvin,  lying  nearer  to  the 
entrance  to  Key  West  Harbor.  After  due  advertisement,  bids  for  the 
removal  of  these  additional  wrecks  were  opened  April  24, 1897,  and 
contract  was  entered  into  May  11, 1897,  the  price  being  $6,760.  Work 
under  this  contract  began  June  21, 1897,  and  was  completed  July  31, 

1897.  Altogether  sixteen  wrecks  were  removed  by  these  operations. 
The  total  cost  of  the  work  was  $19,457.65. 

(See  Appendix  P  13.) 

« 

SURVEYS  MADE  IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  BIVEB  AND  HARBOR  ACT  OP 
JUNE  3,  1896,  AND  RESOLUTIONS  OF  CONGRESS  OF  MAY  6  AND  7, 
1898. 

The  surveys  of  the  following  localities,  required  by  the  river  and 
harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  and  resolutions  of  Congress  of  May  6  and 
7,  1898,  were  made  by  the  local  officer,  Lieut.  Ool.  W.  H.  H.  Benyaurd, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  and  reports  thereon  submitted : 

1.  Report  upon  condition  of  St.  Johns  River,  Florida,  at  Orange  Mills 
Flats,  below  Palatka,  with  reference  to  navigation  for  ocean-going  craft, 
together  with  estimate  of  tfie  cost  of  improvement. — May  30,  1898,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Benyaurd  submitted  report  required  by  concurrent  reso- 
Intion  of  Congress,  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  May  5, 

1898,  and  concurred  in  by  the  Senate  May  6, 1898,  requesting  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to — 

faroish  Confcress  with  information  as  to  the  condition  of  the  St.  Johns  River  in  the 
State  of  Florida,  at  the  point  known  as  Orange  Mills  Flats,  helow  the  city  of 
Palatka,  as  the  river  rnns,  with  reference  to  navigation  for  ocean-going  craft,  and 
what  sum  of  money  will  prohably  be  required  to  pat  said  river  at  that  point  in  con- 
dition for  navigation  for  coastwise  craft  such  as  asually  enter  the  said  river,  and 
whether  or  not  the  expenditure  necessary  for  said  porpose  wiU  be  Justified  by  the 
traffio  above  aaid  point. 
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Colonel  Benyanrd  states  that  to  improve  the  shoal  at  Orange  Mills 
Flats  alone  for  seagoing  craft  that  would  reach  Jacksonville  with  intent 
of  making  Palatka  wonld  be  useless  unless  the  channel  depths  below 
be  likewise  improved,  and  he  presents  a  project  which  contemplates  a 
channel  depth  of  13  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

He  estimates  the  cost  of  a  channel  200  feet  wide  and  13  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water  between  Jacksonville  and  Palatka  to  be  $120,000,  and 
states  that  in  his  opinion  the  commercial  interests  of  the  St.  Johns 
Eiver  warrant  the  improvement  of  the  river  over  the  stretch  in  question. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
Ko.  523,  Fifby-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  P 14.) 

2.  Survey  of  Bt.  lAi4sia  Inlet  and  River ^  Florida, — Lieutenant-Colonel 
Benyanrd  submitted  report  of  survey  June  15, 1898. 

The  St.  Lucia  Eiver  empties  into  the  Indian  Biver  opposite  St.  Lucia 
Inlet,  and  at  the  town  of  Stuart,  7  miles  from  its  mouth,  it  divides  into 
two  branches,  known  as  the  Northwest  Branch  and  South  Branch. 
There  is  already  an  available  channel  depth  of  11  feet  at  mean  low 
water  from  the  mouth  to  Stuart,  with  widths  varying  from  1,200  feet  to 
6,000  feet,  and  Colonel  Benyanrd  states  that  it  will  never  be  necessary 
to  carry  any  improvement  farther  up  the  river  than  Stuart,  where 
the  Florida  East  Coast  Eailway  crosses.  He  therefore  suggests  no 
improvement  of  the  river. 

St.  Lucia  Inlet  is  considered  as  extending  from  the  mouth  of  the  St. 
Lucia  Biver  to  the  ocean,  and  has  through  it  an  available  channel 
depth  of  6  feet  at  mean  low  water.  The  depth  across  the  bar  is  between 
6  and  7  feet  and  that  on  the  shoal  between  deep  water  inside  the  bar 
and  deep  water  in  the  river  is  6  feet.  Colonel  Benyanrd  is  of  opinion 
that  any  improvement  of  the  inlet  should  begin  at  the  bar,  and  that 
the  first  work  to  be  undertaken  is  the  construction  of  a  breakwater  to 
intercept  the  waves  approaching  from  the  northeast,  this  work  to  be 
followed  by  dredging.  The  construction  of  this  breakwater  as  far  as 
the  18-foot  contour  will,  it  is  estimated,  cost  $347,000,  and  if  extended 
to  the  24-foot  contour  its  cost  will  be  about  $729,000. 

The  estimates  for  dredging  proposed  are  based  on  propositions  to 
secure  a  channel  300  feet  wide  on  bar  and  200  feet  wide  Inside  the 
inlet,  with  depths  of  8  feet,  10  feet,  and  12  feet  at  mean  low  water,  and 
areas  follows: 

Channel  8  feet  deep $34,600 

Channel  10  feet  deep 290,600 

Channel  12  feet  deep '. 484^000 

The  annnal  cost  of  maintenance  will  be  abont  $2,000  for  dredging  and  $3,000  for 
repair  of  breakwater. 

These  estimates  are  made  on  the  assumption  that  the  entire  amounts 
will  be  appropriated  in  one  sum,  and  Colonel  Benyanrd  states  as  his 
opinion  that  the  expenditure  of  a  moderate  sum  on  the  improvement  of 
the  inlet  seems  to  be  justified,  and  that  the  improvement  is  worthy  of 
being  undertaken  by  the  General  Government. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No.  648,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.   (See  also  Appendix  P 16.) 

5.  Plan  and  estimate  for  improving  Rillshoro  Bay^  Florida^  from  its 
confluence  with  Tampa  Bay^  through  Hillsboro  Bay  and  Biver^  to  the  city 
of  Tampa, — .Tune  3,  1898,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Benyanrd  submitted  plan 
and  estimate  for  the  improvement  of  Hillsboro  Bay,  Florida,  from  its 
confluence  with  Tampa  Bay,  through  Hillsboro  Bay  and  Biver,  to  the 
city  of  Tampa,  called  for  by  joint  resolution  of  Congress  approved 
May  7, 1898. 
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The  first  appropriation  made  by  Congress  for  work  at  this  locality  was 
contained  in  the  river  and  harbor  act  approved  June  14, 1880,  and  was 
for  *•  improving  Tampa  Bay,  Florida,  deepening  the  bar  and  channel  from 
the  bar  to  the  town  of  Tampa,  ten  thousand  dol  lars.''  When  this  appro- 
priation became  available  two  plans  of  improvement  were  considered, 
one  providing  for  securing  a  straight  channel  from  a  point  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river  along  the  shortest  distance  to  deep  water  in  the  bay, 
and  the  other  contemplating  deepening  the  present  channel;  but  from 
motives  of  economy,  and  w^h  a  desire  for  early  results,  the  money  was 
applied  to  dredging  the  present  channel,  and  an  aggregate  of  $80,000 
has  been  expended  upon  this  work. 

The  plan  now  submitted  contemplates  securing  a  channel  in  Hills- 
boro  Biver  ttom  a  point  about  100  feet  south  of  the  bridge  crossing  the 
river  at  Lafayette  street  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  from  there 
along  the  line  of  shortest  distance  to  the  12-foot  contour  in  Hillsboro 
Bay ;  this  channel  to  be  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  200  feet  wide 
in  the  river,  and  150  feet  wide  in  the  bay.  The  work  proposed  is  esti- 
mated to  cost  $300,000,  with  $1,000  annually  for  maintenance,  and 
Colonel  Benyaurd  expresses  the  opinion  that  this  expenditure  is  no 
greats  than  is  commensurate  with  the  interests  involved. 

The  views  of  Colonel  Benyaurd  are  concurred  in  by  the  Chief  of 
Engineers. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No.  545,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  P 16.) 

4.  Survey  of  Anclote  Eiver^  Florida, — Lieutenant-Colonel  Benyaurd 
submitted  report  of  survey  December  27, 1897. 

The  project  presented  by  Colonel  Benyaurd  contemplates  securing  a 
channel  100  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  Anclote 
Anchorage  to  Sponge  Harbor,  and  thence  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water 
to  the  county  bridge  at  Tarpon  Springs.  The  cost,  he  estimates,  will  be 
$51,500,  and  he  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  improvement  is  well 
worthy  of  being  undertaken. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
Ko.  200,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  P 17.) 

5.  Survey  of  Withlaooochee  Eivery  Florida^  from  its  mouth  to  the  head 
ofnavigation. — Lieutenant-Colonel  Benyaurd  submitted  report  of  survey 
December  20, 1897. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  18, 1894,  contained  an  appropria- 
tion of  $800  for  Withlacoochee  Biver,  to  be  applied  to  maintenance, 
including  a  survey  of  the  mouth  of  the  river.  In  the  Eeport  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1895  he  states  in  regard  to  this  item: 

ThU  amount,  being  entirely  inadequate  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  snryey  which 
ifl  amamed  to  have  for  its  object  the  collection  of  data  on  which  to  base  an  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  improving  the  month  of  the  river,  has  not  yet  been  expended. 

The  next  river  and  harbor  act  passed  by  Congress  (act  of  June  3, 
1890)  provided  for  a  survey  of  **  Withlacoochee  Eiver  from  its  mouth  to 
the  head  of  navigation,"  and  the  survey  under  the  terms  of  the  last- 
mentioned  act  includes  the  locality  required  to  be  surveyed  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  ,1894. 

Colonel  Benyaurd  estimates  that  it  will  cost  $120,000  to  secure  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water,  and  this,  he  states,  would  permit  vessels  of  5  feet  draft  to  ascend 
the  river  to  a  point  12imiles  above  its  mouth;  thence  a  railroad  about 
15  miles  in  length  would  reach  the  main  body  of  the  phosphate  deposits, 
and  there  seems  to  be  no  question,  so  he  reports,  that  this  railroad 
would  be  built  at  once  if  the  entrance  to  the  river  were  improved.    He 
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considers  the  river  worthy  of  improvement  to  the  extent  and  at  the 
estimated  cost  stated. 

A  study  of  the  character  of  the  stream  indicates  that  the  only  feasible 
method  of  making  the  river  navigable  to  the  vicinity  of  the  phosphate 
mines  is  the  constraction  of  a  system  of  locks  and  movable  dams,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $423,495.65,  but  their  construction  at  the  present  time 
is  not  recommended. 

Should  the  future  development  of  commerce  on  the  river  warrant  so 
large  an  expenditure  as  would  be  required  for  the  establishment  of  a 
system  of  slack-water  navigation,  the  question  of  the  construction  of 
locks  and  dams  can  then  be  considered. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No.  199,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  P 18.) 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Benyaurd  was  also  charged  with  the  duty  of  mak- 
ing a  survey  of  Tampa  Bay^  Florida^  from  Port  Tampa  to  its  mouthy  and 
report  of  the  results  will  be  duly  submitted  when  received. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  HARBOR  AT  KEY  WEST,  FLA.,  AND  ENTRANCE 

THERETO. 

This  work  was  in  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  H.  Benyaurd,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  to  February  1, 1898,  and  of  Capt.  Charles  H.  McKinstry, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  since  that  date,  with  Capt.  Robert  P.  Johnston, 
n.  S.  Volunteers,  first  lieutenant.  Corps  of  Engineers,  under  his  imme- 
diate orders  to  June  19, 1898.  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  Peter  C. 
Hains,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  colonel.  Corps  of  Engineers. 

In  1882  an  appropriation  of  $25,000  was  made  for  dredging  a  channel 
through  the  bar  at  the  northerly  entrance,  over  a  width  of  300  feet  and 
to  a  depth  of  17  feet  at  mean  low  water.  As  was  anticipated,  the 
improvement  effected  was  only  temporary. 

The  project  now  in  course  of  execution  contemplates  gaining  a  depth 
of  17  feet  at  low  water  by  the  construction  of  a  jetty  on  the  northeast 
side  of  the  passage  or  entrance,  supplemented  by  one  on  the  west  side 
and,  if  necessary,  by  dredging  the  bar. 

Previous  to  the  inception  of  this  project  the  surveys  showed  a  channel 
depth  over  the  bar  of  10.5  feet  at  mean  low  wat^r. 

With  the  appropriations  made  prior  to  that  of  June  3, 1896,  aggre- 
gating $220,000,  a  jetty  has  been  constructed  on  the  northeasterly  side 
of  the  entrance  11,354  feet  in  length.  Of  tliis  3,950  feet,  measured  from 
the  outer  end,  has  been  built  to  the  height  of  mean  low  water.  The 
remaining  portion  of  the  jetty  is  at  an  average  depth  of  4J  feet  below 
mean  low  water. 

With  the  appropriation  of  $80,000  made  in  the  a<5t  of  June  3, 1896,  it 
was  decided  to  begin  the  construction  of  the  west  jetty.  In  order  to 
determine  the  best  location  for  this  jetty  an  extended  series  of  borings 
to  rock  was  required.  The  survey  was  completed  in  February,  1897. 
Bids  for  doing  the  work  by  contract  were  opened  June  4, 1897,  and  the 
contract  was  awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder. 

The  first  scow  load  of  stone  under  the  present  contract  was  deposited 
on  the  west  jetty  December  30, 1897.  On  June  2  work  under  the  contract 
was  suspended  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  at  the  request  of  the  con- 
tractor, until  hostilities  with  Spain  should  cease.  A  total  of  14,980.1 
tons  of  stone  was  placed  under  this  contract. 

Soundings  taken  on  the  bar  June  6  and  7  indicate  that  the  crest  of 
the  bar  has  moved  to  the  westward  (seaward)  about  200  feet.  The 
channel  across  the  bar  has  a  minimum  depth  of  12  feet. 

The  amount  expended  from  1888  up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $224,822. 26. 

The  estimate  presented  by  the  Board  api>ointed  to  consider  the  proj- 
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ect  for  this  improvement  was  for  the  constraction  of  the  east  jetty  and 
amonnted  to  $500,000,  although  the  Board  foresaw  the  probable  neces- 
sity for  the  constraction  of  a  west  jetty.  Authority  has  been  given 
for  the  commencement  of  construction  of  the  west  jetty,  but  no  increase 
in  the  estimate  has  as  yet  been  authorized. 

The  character  of  the  commerce  affected  by  this  improvement  is 
somewhat  varied  and  complicated.  If  the  improvement  were  com- 
pleted the  channel  would  be  used  by  all  steamships  plying  to  the  Gulf 
ports,  especially  when  westward  bound.  The  improvement  already 
effected  has  given  a  safe  channel  over  the  northwest  bar  for  light-draft 
steamers  at  all  times. 

The  commerce  of  Key  West  itself  has  decreased  since  1892,  owing 
to  the  removal  of  several  cigar  factories.  The  amount  of  freight  car- 
ried through  the  northwest  channel  has,  on  the  other  hand,  increased 
50  per  cent.  This  freight  consists  of  agricultural  product's,  cattle,  lum- 
ber, sponges,  cigars,  tobacco,  ship  stores,  and  general  merchandise. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $75,177.74 

June  30, 189S,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 24,583.79 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nn  expended 50,593.95 

July  1, 1898, ontetanding  liaWlities $275.00 

July  1, 1898y  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 42, 172. 34 

42,447.34 

July  1, 1^8,  balance  available 8,146.61 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 225, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  100, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  Q.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  WESTERN  GEORGIA  AND 

FLORIDA  AND  IN  EASTERN  ALABAMA. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  F.  A.  Mahan,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, having  under  his  immediate  orders  Lient  J.  P.  Jervey,  Corps  of 
Engineers.  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  Peter  C.  Hains,  U.  S.  Vol- 
nnteerSy  colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

i.  Carrabelle  Bar  and  Harbor j  Florida, — Carrabelle  is  sitaated  on  the 
Gulf  coast  of  Florida,  about  20  miles  east  of  Apalachicola,  at  the 
month  of  Carrabelle  or  Crooked  Kiver,  which  constitutes  the  inner 
harbor  and  has  a  channel  along  the  water  front  varying  in  depth  from 
9  to  15  feet,  with  a  width  of  100  feet. 

A  bar  1  mile  wide  between  the  10- foot  contours,  having  a  depth  at 
low  tide  of  from  3  to  4  feet,  obstructs  the  entrance  from  the  river  into 
St.  Georges  Sound. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3,  1896,  adopted  a  project  for 
improvement  and  appropriated  $10,000  to  be  used  in  making  a  10-foot 
channel  from  the  mouth  of  Carrabelle  liiver  to  the  channel  in  the  bay. 

Ko  estimate  of  the  cost  of  this  improvement  has  been  submitted. 

Under  a  contract  dated  June  11, 1897,  a  cut  was  made  through  the  bar 
separating  Crooked  Kiver  from  St.  Georges  Sound.  This  cut  is  1,050 
feet  long,  53  feet  wide,  and  10  feet  deep.  The  work  was  finished  on 
August  7, 1897.  An  examination  of  the  cut  made  in  May,  1898,  showed 
that  the  depth  had  been  maintained  and  that,  apparently,  it  had  deep- 
ened slightly.  To  frilly  accomplish  the  apparent  wishes  of  Congress 
the  dredging  should  be  continued  to  the  deep  water  in  the  river  above 
the  wharves  and  the  cnt  should  be  widened  to  100  feet. 
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The  valne  of  the  commerce  of  this  place  was  reported  in  1895  to  be 
aboat  $600,000  a  year.  As  all  vessels  trading  with  Garrabelle  have  to 
enter  and  clear  in  the  oastom-honse  at  Apalachicola,  Fla.,  it  is  imi>088i- 
ble  to  separate  the  commercial  statistics  from  those  of  Apalachicola. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  amounted  to  $207.54, 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $9,792.46 

Jane  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 9, 792. 46 


Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expendedin  fiscal  yearendingJuneSO,  1900    10, 000. 00 
<  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of*  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  E  1.) 

J2,  Apalachicola  Bay,  Florida. — When  the  first  survey  of  the  bar  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Apalachicola  Biver  was  made,  in  1878,  the  depth  of 
water  across  it  was  3.5  feet;  the  channel  was  narrow  and  tortuous  and 
unavailable  for  commerce.  The  width  of  the  bar  between  the  8-foot 
curves  inside  and  outside  varies.  It  averages  7,000  feet  in  round 
numbers. 

The  project  of  the  improvement,  adopted  in  1879,  provides  for  a 
channel  11  feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide,  this  width  to  be  increased  to 
200  feet  if  the  results  of  the  first  cut  should  be  such  as  to  warrant  the 
enlargement. 

This  project  was  amended  in  1891  to  include  cutting  a  straight  chan* 
nel  through  Bulkhead  Shoal  (the  ridge  which  separates  Apalachicola 
Bay  from  St.  Georges  Sound  on  the  east)  9  feet  deep  and  at  least  100 
feet  wide. 

Since  1880  the  amount  expended  on  Apalachicola  Bay  up  to  June  30^ 
1897,  was  $143,192.53. 

The  condition  of  the  improvement  on  June  30, 1897,  was  as  follows: 
The  channel  across  Bulkhead  Shoal  was  in  good  condition.  The  cut 
through  tlie  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  which  had  just  been  finished, 
was  5,500  feet  long  and  50  feet  wide,  with  a  low-water  depth  of  8  feetl 

No  work  was  done  during  the  year  just  passed,  no  funds  being  avail- 
able for  the  purpose.  The  expenditures  of  the  year  were  for  work  done 
the  previous  year.    The  channel  has  shoaled  2  feet. 

The  original  project  for  the  channel  through  the  bar  at  the  month  of 
the  Apalachicola  Elver  has  never  been  realized,  and  so  long  as  depend- 
ence is  placed  on  dredging  alone  satisfactory  results  can  not  be  assured, 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  channel  in  its  present  condition  will  require 
an  annual  expenditure  of  not  less  than  $10,000. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  a 
survey  was  made  of  Apalachicola  Bay  and  approaches  to  Apalachicola, 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep  at 
low  water.  The  report  on  this  survey  is  printed  as  House  Doc.  No. 
129,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  second  session,  and  on  page  1655  et  seq.  of 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897.  The  cost  of  the 
work  was  estimated  to  be  $350,000  and  about  $30,000  per  year  for 
maintenance. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $10,807.47 

Jane  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 10,425.00 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 882.47 


'Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 

1900,  for  maintenance  of  improYement 10, 000. 00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acta  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jane  4^  1897. 

/See  Appendix  B  2.) 
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3.  Apalachieola  Rivefj  the  Cut-off ^  and  lower  Chipola  River^  Florida. — 
The  chaDoel  of  the  Apalachieola  Kiver  was  6  feet  deep  throaghoat  its 
entire  length  of  105  miles.  It  was  greatly  obstructed  by  logs  and 
snags  bioaght  into  it  by  its  tributaries,  the  Chattahoochee  and  Flint 
rivers. 

Piles  had  been  driven  across  the  channel  at  Moccasin  Slongh  by  the 
Confederate  authorities  during  the  civil  war.  Drift  catching  on  these 
piles  formed  a  dam.  The  water,  prevented  from  following  its  old  chan- 
nelf  cut  a  new  one,  very  narrow  and  crooked,  to  the  liiver  Styx.  Navi- 
gation was  difficult  at  the  Elbows  on  account  of  the  abrupt  bends. 
The  original  project  was  to  obtain  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  6  feet 
deep,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  (80,333. 

This  project  was  amended  in  1890  by  adding  to  it  the  securing  of  a 
channel  60  feet  wide  and  5  feet  deep  through  the  Cut-off  and  lower 
Ghipola  Biver. 

Since  1874  there  had  been  expended  on  this  stream  to  June  30, 1897, 
the  sum  of  $58,047.12. 

The  funds  expended  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  were 
applied  to  snagging  and  to  the  repairs  of  the  snag  boat. 

The  appropriation  made  for  this  stream  by  the  river  and  harbor  act 
of  1896  was  not  sufficient  to  do  any  work  in  straightening  the  river  at 
Moccasin  Slough,  the  Elbows,  the  Cut-off,  and  lower  Chipola  Biver. 

The  river  and  the  Cut-off  are  in  fair  navigable  condition,  except  for 
a  few  scattered  logs  which  will  cause  trouble  at  extreme  low  water. 
The  crooked  and  narrow  channel  through  Lee  Slough  is  completely 
blocked  for  steamboats  by  drift  saw  logs,  many  of  them  3  feet  and  more 
in  diameter  at  the  larger  end,  dropped  from  rafts  by  the  carelessness 
of  Inmbermen. 

The  commerce  of  this  river  is  so  combined  with  that  of  the  Chatta- 
hoochee and  Flint  rivers  that  a  separation  is  impossible.  The  commerce 
of  these  streams  amounts  to  about  $2,000,000  a  year. 

Jaly  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $1,452.88 

Jnne  90,  IS^iS,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 978. 78 

July  ly  1898,  balance  nnexpended 474.10 

{Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 6,000.00 
8abmitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  18S6  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  B  3.) 

4.  Flint  River^  Oeorgia. — ^This  river  was  navigable  only  from  its 
mouth  to  Bainbridge,  Ga.  The  channel  was  narrow,  crooked,  and  much 
obstructed  by  logs,  snags,  and  overhanging  trees.  There  was  no  navi- 
gation above  Bainbridge  except  under  very  favorable  conditions. 

The  original  project  called  for  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  3  feet  deep 
at  extreme  low  water  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  Albany,  Ga.,  at  a 
cost  of  $184,862.    The  distance  is  105  miles. 

This  project  was  amended  in  1879  so  as  to  include  giving  a  channel 
for  light-draft  steamers  from  Albany  to  Montezuma,  77  miles,  by  the 
removal  of  logs,  snags,  and  overhanging  trees,  at  a  cost  of  (15,100. 

The  amount  expended  on  this  river  to  June  30, 1897,  is  $202,081.10. 

The  river  is  navigable  at  all  seasons  from  its  mouth  to  Bainbridge,  a 
distance  of  30  miles.  From  Bainbridge  to  Sisters  Islands,  39  miles, 
Davigation  is  impossible  at  low  water  on  account  of  rocks.  From 
Kennedy  Shoals  to  Albany,  36^  miles,  the  channel  has  been  cut  grad- 
ually, a  little  every  year,  threugh  the  rock,  so  that  this  stretch  is  navi- 
gable all  the  year* 
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"No  work  was  done  dnring  the  year  just  passed.  The  plant  was  too 
mnch  decayed  by  service  for  ftirther  use  and  the  funds  on  hand  were 
insufficient  to  renew  it.  The  expenditures  during  the  year  were  for 
services  of  watchman  and  some  necessary  repairs  to  plant,  etc. 

The  commerce  of  this  stream  is  one  with  tiiat  of  the  Apalachicola 
and  Chattahoochee,  being  all  carried  on  by  the  same  boats. 

The  freight  carried  is  of  miscellaneous  character.  The  largest  half 
dozen  items  in  weight  were  provisions,  naval  stores,  cotton,  grain,  fer- 
tilizers, and  miscellaneous  freight.  Its  total  value  for  all  three  streams 
is  about  $2,000,000  a  year.  To  this  must  be  added  the  value  of  large 
quantities  of  timber  rafted,  for  which  no  figures  can  be  had,  as  no 
records  are  kept. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $3,918.90 

June  30y  1898,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 1, 346. 10 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 2,572.80 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 19.9c 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 2,652.85 


'Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  for  construction  of  plant  and  maintenance  of  improvcmeut 15, 000. 00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  E  4.) 

5.  Chattahoochee  River ^  Georgia  and  Alabama. — (a)  Below  Columbus. — 
This  river  is  not  navigable  above  Columbus,  Ga.  It  was  originally 
much  obstructed  from  Columbus  to  its  junction  with  the  Flint,  224 
miles,  by  logs,  snags,  and  overhanging  trees,  and  by  a  number  of  rock 
and  marl  shoals.  Navigation  was  difficult  and  dangerous  by  day  and 
impossible  by  night. 

The  present  project  for  improvement  provides  for  a  low- water  chan- 
nel 100  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep  from  Columbus,  Ga.,  to  Chattahoo- 
chee, Fla.,  224  miles,  to  be  obtained  by  removiug  logs  and  snags  from 
the  channel  and  overhanging  trees  from  the  banks,  by  cutting  through 
rock  shoals  and  scouring  out  sand  bars  by  means  of  works  of  contrac- 
tion and  shore  protection. 

The  estimated  cost  of  this  work  from  Chattahoochee  to  Eufaula,  Ala., 
139  miles,  is  given  as  $145,247.  No  estimate  can  be  found  for  the  part 
of  the  river  between  Eufaula  and  Columbus. 

The  amount  expended  on  this  river  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $297,464.09. 
The  channel  below  Eufaula  is  nearly  clear  of  obstructions,  and  boats 
drawing  3^  feet  have  little  trouble  in  navigating  the  river. 

There  are  still  some  bars  and  isolated  obstructions  which  require 
removal.  These  are  at  St.  Francis  Bend,  Kock  Island,  King  Eock,  and 
at  other  points  where  less  work  is  needed.  Much  is  needed  in  the  way 
of  repairs  to  the  works  at  Hospital  Eeach,  Upatoie,  and  Shell  Creek. 

The  channel  cut  through  marl  reefs  at  Uchee,  Culpepor,  and  Kowi- 
kee  shoals  and  through  the  rock  reef  at  Hardridges  and  Widow  Browns 
shoals  is  still  clear. 

The  annual  accumulation  of  logs  and  snags  is  scattered  over  the 
length  of  the  river  and  makes  low-water  navigation  dangerous. 

The  funds  expended  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  were 
applied  to  snagging  and  opening  the  channel. 

The  commerce  of  the  stream  is  as  stated  under  the  Flint  Eiver. 

The  work  on  the  Apalachicola,  Flint,  and  Chattahoochee  rivers  is 
costly  by  reason  of  there  being  no  proper  working  plant  for  dredging 
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or  rock  removal.  The  three  rivers  form  one  system  and  one  plant 
ooald  operate  on  all.  A  dredge  and  scows  would  cost  $15,000.  This 
cost  would  be  saved  in  three  seasons'  work. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $12,535.91 

June  30,  ISS^,  amoont  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 11, 929. 01 

July  1,  1S98,  balance  nnexpended 606.90 

Jnlyl,  1888,  outstanding  liabilities 60.10 

July  1, 1898,  balance  avaUable 546.80 


Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  for  construction  of  plant  and  maintenance  of  improvement 17, 500. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

]      1900,  for  repairs  and  new  work 32,500.00 

I  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
t     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(b)  Between  Westpoint  and  FranJclin. — This  section  of  the  river  is  38 
miles  long.  In  its  original  condition  there  was  a  series  of  pools,  vary- 
ing in  length  from  half  a  mile  to  5  or  6  miles,  separated  by  rock  shoals 
and  rapids,  at  some  of  which  the  fall  is  as  great  as  8  feet  in  a  mile. 
The  channel  in  the  pools  is  nowhere  less  than  4  feet  deep  and  is  from 
300  to  500  feet  wide.  It  is  much  wider  on  the  shoals,  and  its  depth  is 
frequently  not  more  than  a  few  inches.  It  was  not  available  at  all  for 
commerce  before  improvement  was  begun. 

The  river  and  harbor  acts  of  1892, 1894,  and  1896  each  provided  that 
$5,000  of  the  sum  appropriated  for  the  Chattahoochee  Biver  should  be 
sjient  on  this  section. 

The  project  lor  the  expenditure  of  this  sum  was  ^^  to  remove  the  lesser 
rock  shoals,  sand  and  gravel  bars  by  excavation  and  works  of  con- 
traction; to  remove  overhanging  trees  from  the  banks,  and  snags,  logs, 
and  other  obstructions  from  the  channel,  and  to  overcome  the  more 
serious  obstructions  by  the  construction  of  locks  and  dams;  to  give  a 
minimum  depth  of  3  feet  at  low  water  in  the  channel  between  West- 
I>oint  and  Franklin,  a  distance  of  38  miles.'' 

There  had  been  spent  on  this  work  to  June  30, 1897,  (9,630.84. 

A  low- water  channel  50  feet  wide  and  3  feet  deep  had  been  obtained 
through  Roberts,  Flat-rock,  and  Haynes  Island  shoals. 

A  survey  of  the  Chattahoochee  River  was  provided  for  by  the  act  of 
June  18, 1878,  and  a  report  on  such  survey  was  submitted  by  Maj.  W. 
B.  King,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  is  printed  in  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1880,  page  1705  et  seq.  The  estimated  cost 
of  work  considered  necessary  at  that  time  for  improvement  between 
Westpoint  and  Franklin  was  about  $50,000. 

A  preliminary  examination  of  the  Chattahoochee  River  between  West- 
point  and  Franklin  was  made  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  ol 
the  river  and  harbor  act  of  September  19, 1890,  and  report  thereon  is 
printed  as  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  134,  Fifty-first  Congress,  second  session, 
and  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1891,  page  1756 
et  seq.  Capt  Philip  M.  Price,  Corps  of  Engineers,  the  officer  who  made 
this  report,  considered  this  section  of  the  river  worthy  of  improve- 
ment, and  estimated  the  cost  of  the  improvement  to  be  approximately 
$100,000;  he  recommended  that  a  survey  be  made,  at  a  cost  of  $1,500, 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  data  for  a  satisfactory  estimate  of  cost, 
but  the  division  engineer,  Oen.  0.  B.  Comstock,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
did  not  approve  the  recommendation,  and  his  opinion  was  concurred 
in  by  the  then  Chief  of  Engineers,  General  Casey,  and  no  survey  was 
ordered  by  Congress,  the  disapproval  of  the  survey  being  based  on  the 
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relative  approximate  cost  of  improvement,  $100,000,  and  the  preBent 
and  prospective  commerce  as  it  existed  in  1890. 

July  ly  lS97y  balance  unexpended $5,369.16 

July  1, 1898, balance  unexpended 6^369.16 

(See  Appendix  B  5.) 

6*.  Ohoctawhatchee  River ^  Florida  and  Alabama. — Before  the  improve- 
ment of  this  stream  was  began  it  was,  notwithstanding  its  average 
width  of  300  feet,  almost  totally  obstructed  by  the  accamolation  of 
logs  and  snags.    Navigation  was  only  possible  for  flatboats  and  rafts. 

The  channel  was  exceedingly  dangerous,  especially  during  the  lower 
stages  of  water. 

The  project  for  improvement,  adopted  in  1880,  provided  for  a  low- water 
channel  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  Geneva,  Ala.,  125  miles,  and  a 
navigable  high- water  channel  from  Geneva  to  Newton,  Ala.,  37  miles. 

This  project  was  amended  in  1890  so  as  to  provide  for  a  low-water 
channel  from  Geneva  to  Newton. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1890  Congress 
required  that  a  draw,  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  be  placed  in 
Hollis  Bridge  before  any  money  might  be  spent  above  this  bridge. 

The  improvement  consists  in  removing  logs  and  snags  and  trees  from 
the  channel  and  banks,  in  protecting  the  banks  where  necessary,  and 
in  cutting  through  rock  and  marl  shoals  and  sand  bars. 

The  expenditures  on  this  river  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $142,238.23. 

On  June  30, 1897,  the  river  from  its  mouth  to  Gary  ville  was  sufficiently 
clear  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  present  commerce.  There  was  a 
fairly  navigable  channel,  except  at  extreme  low  water,  from  Oaryville 
to  Geneva,  and  a  partly  improved  channel  from  Geneva  to  Pate  Land- 
ing, a  distance  of  25  miles.  Steamboats  could  run  quite  regularly  be- 
tween Geneva  and  the  railroad  crossing  at  Oaryville.  Boats  carrying 
large  amounts  of  freight  had  little  trouble  in  running  the  river  either 
by  day  or  night. 

As  there  were  no  funds  available  for  work  nothing  was  done  during 
the  year,  the  expenditures  being  for  payment  of  watchman  and  for 
liabilities  incurred  last  year,  etc. 

The  commerce  of  this  stream  is  mainly  cotton,  stores,  logs,  and  tim- 
ber. It  was  valued  in  1880  at  $1,740,500  and  in  1898  at  $2,400,000,  an 
increase  of  $659,500. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $1,638.39 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 879.84 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 758.56 

Jnly  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 50.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 708.55 


^Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  80, 

1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 8,000.00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  repairs  and  new  work 7,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  B  6.) 

7.  Harbor  of  PensacoUiy  Fla. — ^The  channel  leading  into  Pensacola 
Bay  was  mnch  obstructed  by  wrecks  in  1878.  A  survey  made  in  1879 
showed  that  the  depth  of  water  across  the  inner  bar  had  been  reduced 
to  19.5  feet  at  mean  low  water,  a  depth  insufficient  for  the  commerce  of 
the  port.    The  western  shore  of  the  gorge  of  the  bay  was  cutting  away 
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Astf  and  almost  the  whole  of  Fort  McBee,  which  stood  there,  had  been 
washed  away. 

The  first  project  of  the  improvement  considered  only  the  removal  of 
wrecks  and  the  maUng  of  a  survey  to  determine  what  more  should  be 
done.  As  a  resnlt  of  this  survey  a  Board  of  Engineers  recommended, 
in  1881,  dredging  across  the  inner  bar  a  channel  300  feet  wide  and  24 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  for  the  temporary  relief  of  navigation  and 
protecting  the  shore  near  Fort  McRee  from  further  washing. 

This  project  was  never  carried  out  in  its  entirety.  The  greatest 
width  ever  obtained  was  but  225  feet;  this  in  the  autumn  of  1893.  The 
shore  protection  for  the  west  bank  was  built  in  1890.  It  consists  of  two 
jetties,  one  360  and  the  other  220  feet  long,  made  with  a  structure  of 
riprap  and  a  concrete  coping.    The  shore  line  has  been  maintained. 

In  1891  the  project  proposed  the  procurement  of  a  channel  across 
Caacns  Shoal  by  means  of  two  jetties,  one  starting  from  the  east,  the 
other  from  the  west,  side  of  the  entrance,  assisted  by  a  certain  amount 
of  dredging,  the  estimated  cost  being  $1,830,000. 

In  1895  it  was  decided  that  dredging  be  tried  before  beginning  the 
building  of  the  jetties.  The  success  attending  the  dredging  was  such 
that  in  1896  it  was  decided  to  construct  a  dredge  especially  for  this 
harbor  and  to  dredge  a  channel  300  feet  wide  by  30  feet  deep. 

There  had  been  expended  at  this  harbor  to  June  30, 1897,^425,916.06. 

The  exact  depth  of  the  channel  across  the  inner  bar  on  June  30, 1897, 
is  not  known.  It  was,  however,  between  20  and  21  feet,  with  a  width 
of  little  more  than  100  feet. 

Few  vessels  used  the  old  channel  across  the  inner  bar  during  the 
year.    Those  which  did  were  either  in  ballast  or  else  of  small  size. 

A  good  dredge  can  readily  remove  any  filling  that  may  take  place  in 
the  channel  through  the  Caucus  Shoal. 

Tessels  drawing  full  24  feet  have  passed  through  the  new  cut. 

The  funds  expended  during  the  past  year  have  been  devoted  to  pre- 
paring the  designs  of  a  dredge  and  to  enlarging  the  cut  through  the 
Caucus  Shoal. 

Bids  were  asked  for  the  construction  of  a  dredge.  These  were  opened 
on  May  21,  1898.  On  account  of  war  conditions  only  one  bid  was 
received.  As  the  amount  asked  for  the  work  was  beyond  the  estimated 
price  the  bid  was  rejected,  and  arrangements  were  begun  to  continue 
the  work  by  contract. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnezpended $224,083.94 

Jiine  90,  ISSKSy  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 65, 263. 94 

Jaly  1, 1898, balance  nnexpended 158,820.00 

Joly  1, 1898,  ontetanding  liabilities $615.52 

July  1, 189^  amount  oovered  by  onoompleted  contracts 18, 868. 67 

19,484.19 

July  1, 1896,  balance  avaUable 139,335.81 

{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900^  for  maintenance  of  improyement 70,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  witn  requirements  of  sections  2  of  riyer  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyU  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  B  7.) 

6.  Bieambia  and  Conecuh  rivers^  Florida  a/nd  Alabama. — ^The  stream 
cidled  the  Escambia  Biver  in  Florida  is  called  the  flonecuh  in  Alal  ama. 
It  is  one  and  the  same  stream. 

This  river  is  very  important  commercially,  as  the  neighboring  cot  utry 
aapplies  two-thirds  of  all  the  timber,  which  is  the  principal  shipping 
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prodact  of  Pensacola.  It  was  macb  obstructed  orif^rinally  by  snags, 
sunken  logs,  and  rock  shoals  and  sand  bars,  and  by  a  sballow  bar  at 
the  mouth. 

The  project  for  improving  the  stream  provide^  for  the  removal  of 
snags,  logs,  and  other  sunken  obstructions,  for  cutting  through  rock 
shoals,  deepening  sand  bars,  and  dredging  a  channel  through  the  bar 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  in  Escambia  Bay. 

There  had  been  expended  on  these  rivers  to  June  30, 1897,  $91,666.67. 

The  condition  of  the  stream  June  30, 1896,  was  that  rafts  of  timber  or 
logs  could  pass  safely  at  a  2-foot  stage  from  a  point  106  miles  up  the 
river  to  its  mouth,  but  the  bar  at  the  mouth  was  impassable  for  tugs. 

There  being  no  funds  available,  no  work  was  done  during  1898.  The 
money  expended  was  for  the  services  of  a  watchman,  caring  for  public 
property,  etc. 

The  fact  that  tugs  can  not  cross  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  stream 
causes  frequently  great  loss  of  timber,  which  has  to  float  across  the  bar 
unaided  and  tie  up  outside,  where  it  can  be  reached  by  the  tugs. 

The  commerce  of  this  stream  is  mainly  timber  and  lumber.  It  was 
valued  in  1884  at  $566,500  and  in  1895  at  $2,000,000,  an  increase  of 
$1,433,500. 

It  is  impossible  to  obtain  any  exact  value  of  the  commerce  of  this 
stream,  as  uo  oMcial  records  are  kept.  It  is  known  to  be  large — well 
beyond  $2,000,000  a  year,  in  aQ  probability. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $833.33 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 612. 71 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 220.62 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  uabilities 44.50 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 176. 12 


'Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 6, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  dredginff  at  the  mouth 6^000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  aot  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  B  8.) 

9.  Alabama  River^  Alabama, — ^The  river  was  so  fall  of  sunken  logs 
and  snags  that  many  steamboats  were  lost  by  running  on  them.  Navi- 
gation was  dithcult  and  dangerous  by  reason  of  the  many  bars,  shoals, 
and  reefs,  on  which  the  depth  of  water  was  only  2.5  to  3.5  feet.  Boats 
could  run  only  by  daylight  during  low  stages  of  the  river.  Long 
detentions  at  the  bars  were  frequent. 

The  original  project  for  the  improvement,  adopted  in  1876,  called  for  a 
depth  of  4  feet  at  low  water,  increased  in  1891  to  6  feet,  from  Wetumka, 
Ala.,  to  the  junction  of  the  Alabama  and  Tombigbee  rivers,  an  esti- 
mated distance  of  323  miles.  This  depth  was  to  be  obtained  by  remov- 
ing  logs  and  snags  from  the  channel  and  overhanging  trees  from  the 
banks,  by  cutting  through  rock  and  gravel  bars  by  blasting  and  dredg- 
ing, and  by  deepening  sand  bars  by  means  of  works  of  contraction  and 
shore  protection. 

Further  study  of  the  river  since  the  project  of  1891  was  prepared 
shows  that  the  attainment  of  the  results  expected  by  that  project  is 
impossible  by  the  m^ans  proposed. 

There  had  been  spent  on  this  river,  inclusive  of  maintenance  and 
snagging,  to  June  30, 1897,  the  sum  of  $336,636.37. 

The  condition  of  the  river  at  this  date  was  such  that  the  stream  was 
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navigated  by  night  as  well  as  by  day  between  Montgomery  and  Mobile 
daring  ten  montlis  of  the  year.  Daring  the  remaining  two  months  the 
lack  of  depth  of  water  on  the  bars  between  Montgomery  and  Selma 
prevented  vessels  from  passing.  The  depth  of  water  on  several  bars 
has  been  increased  by  2  to  5.5  feet.  The  river  was  clear  of  logs  and 
snagSy  except  those  which  had  fallen  in  daring  the  high  water  of  the 
preceding  winter. 

The  antamns  of  1896  and  1897  were  periods  of  exceedingly  low  water. 
The  river  at  Montgomery  stood  at  2.25  feet  below  the  zero  of  the  gauge 
and  at  Selma  at  1.25  feet  below.  Boats  were  nnable  to  come  above 
Prairie  Blnff,  188  miles  above  Mobile. 

The  stage  of  water  during  the  present  spring  and  summer  is  lower 
than  ever  known  at  these  seasons.  There  is  every  indication  that  the 
autamn  stage  will  be  still  lower  than  in  1896  or  1897. 

The  funds  exx>ended  in  1898  cleared  the  river  completely  of  all  snags. 

The  commerce  of  the  stream  in  1878  was  valued  at  $5,055,000  in 
round  numbers;  in  1898  it  is  valued  at  $8,400,000.  It  consists  princi- 
pally of  cotton,  naval  stores,  hides,  staves,  fertilizers,  miscellaneous 
goods  of  all  kinds,  and  large  quantities  of  timber  and  lumber.  As  no 
record  of  the  timber  and  lumber  rafted  is  kept,  the  value  thereof  is  not 
known. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $8,363.63 

June  SO,  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 7,160.92 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnezpended 1*202.71 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  UabiUtiee 484. 19 

July  1, 1888,  balance  available 718. 52 

{Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 246, 251. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    75, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  oompliance  witb  requirements  oi  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867.  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  B  9.) 

10.  Coosa  Rivevj  Georgia  and  Alabama, — ^The  Ooosa  Biver  extends 
firom  Borne,  Oa.,  where  it  is  formed  by  the  juuctidn  of  the  Oosteuaula 
and  Etowah  rivers,  to  a  point  18  miles  above  Montgomery,  Ala.,  where 
it  unites  with  the  Tallapoosa  Biver  to  form  the  Alabama.  Its  length 
la  about  315  miles. 

The  river  was  available  for  navigation  from  Bome  to  Greensport, 
Ala.,  a  distance  of  162  miles,  before  any  improvement  was  made.  From 
Greensport  to  Wetumka,  Ala.,  142  miles,  the  bed  of  the  stream  is  so 
much  broken  up  with  reefs  and  shoals  of  rock  as  to  make  its  navigation 
practically  impossible.  Many  years  ago  cotton  was  carried  down  the 
river  to  Mobile  on  flatboats  at  high  water,  but  no  boat  ever  came  back. 

The  river  is  divided  by  legislative  action  into  two  parts — that  lying 
between  Bome  and  the  East  TenTiesaee,  Virginia  and  Georgia  Bailroad 
Bridge  and  that  lying  between  the  bridge  and  Wetumka.  The  first 
is  236  miles  long;  the  second  is  68  miles. 

(a)  Between  Rome^  Ga.j  and  the  East  Tennessee^  Virginia  and  Georgia 
Railroad  Bridge, — ^The  original  project  for  this  part  of  the  stream  con- 
templated a  channel  3  feet  deep  and  80  feet  wide.  The  width  and  depth 
were  changed  below  Lock  No.  3  to  4  feet  and  100  feet,  respectively. 

The  channel  was  to  be  made  by  washing  out  sand  bars  and  by  cutting 
through  rock  reefs.  Below  GreensxK)rt  locks  and  dams  were  to  be 
built. 

There  had  been  spent  on  this  part  of  the  river  to  June  30, 1897,  the 
sum  of  $923,714.50. 
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As  the  result  of  the  expenditure  of  this  sum  the  river  has  been  made 
navigable  &om  Borne,  Ga.,  to  Harts  Ferry,  Ala.,  about  1  mile  below 
Lock  No.  3,  a  total  distance  of  180  miles. 

With  the  money  spent  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  two- 
thirds  of  the  floor  of  Lock  Ko.  4  has  been  laid,  together  with  the  foun- 
dations of  the  lock  walls;  work  has  been  done  also  at  Horseleg  Shoal, 
Shorters  Island,  Mays  Bar,  McOoys  Island,  and  Box  Bhoal,  giving 
somewhat  better  water. 

The  earliest  record  on  file  of  the  value  of  the  freight  carried  is  in 
1888.  It  was  then  $1,242,244.  The  present  value  is  $2,050,000.  The 
freight  is  of  a  miscellaneous  character. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended •• $39,985.60 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 25, 409. 35 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 14,516.15 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabiUties 2,031.66 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 12,484.49 


{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 800, 133.00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expendea  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  100, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(b)  Between  the  EcLst  Tenne$$eej  Virginia  and  Georgia  Railroad  Bridge 
and  Wetumka. — ^The  condition  of  this  part  of  the  Goosa  River  before 
beginning  improvements  was  such,  as  to  make  navigation  impossible. 
While  there  were  many  deep  pools,  the  water  on  the  rock  reefs  and 
shoals  was  not  suf&cient  to  float  a  vessel  of  any  sort,  and  the  fall  at 
many  of  the  reefs  is  too  great  for  a  vessel  to  surmount. 

The  present  prqfect  of  improvement  contemplates  canalizing  the 
river  by  the  construction  of  23  locks  and  dams.  A  great  deal  of  chan- 
nel work  has  also  to  be  done. 

The  sum  of  $364,169.21  had  been  spent  on  this  improvement  to  June 
30, 1897. 

The  walls  of  Lock  Ko.  31  are  finished  and  ready  to  receive  the  gates 
and  machinery  for  moving  them  and  the  valves  and  their  machinery  for 
filling  and  emptying  the  lock. 

The  cofferdam  has  been  removed  and  the  space  between  the  land  wall 
and  the  river  bank  has  been  filled  up. 

The  field  work  of  the  survey  for  Locks  Kos.  9, 10,  and  11  was  completed 
so  far  as  Nos.  9  and  10  are  concerned,  and  the  maps  are  nearly  done. 

The  condition  of  this  part  of  the  Goosa  Eiver  is  such  that  the  entire 
section  must  be  improved  from  end  to  end  and  connections  be  made 
with  the  navigation  above  and  below  before  any  commerce  can  be  devel- 
oped. It  is  recommended  that  either  the  appropriations  for  this  work 
be  made  large  enough  to  insure  its  completion  within  a  reasonable  time 
or  that  the  work  be  abandoned. 

July  1, 1897^  balance  unexpended $46,830.79 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 10, 765. 51 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 35,066.28 

Julyl,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 218.56 

July  1, 1898;  balance  available 34,851.72 


< 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 4, 683, 074. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 

30,  1900 250,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  B  10.) 


BIVEB  AND  HARBOR  IMPROVEMENTS.  259 

11,  Operating  and  care  of  canals  and  other  tporjcs  of  navigation  on  Coosa 
River,  Georgia  and  Alabama, — ^The  expenses  of  operating  and  care  of 
Locks  Nos.  1, 2y  and  3  and  the  canal  between  Locks  Nos.  2  and  3  daring 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  amounting  to  $2,281.98,  exclnsive 
of  outstanding  liabilities  ($545.87)  on  June  30, 1898,  have  been  paid 
from  the  permanent-indefinite  appropriation  provided  by  section  4,  act 
of  July  5, 1884. 

(See  Appendix  B  11.) 

PBELIHINABT  EXAMINATION  MADE  IN  OOMPLIANOE  WITH  RIVEB  AND 

HARBOB  AOT  OF  JUNE  3,  1896. 

The  preliminary  examination  of  Ohipola  River ,  Florida,  from  Mari- 
amna  to  its  connection  with  the  Apalachicola  River,  required  by  the  river 
and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  was  made  by  the  local  engineer,  Maj. 
F.  A.  Mahan,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  report  thereon  submitted  Novem- 
ber 11, 1897.  A  portion  of  tbis  river  known  as  the  Gut-off  has  been 
under  improvement  by  the  United  States  since  1890,  the  existing  proj- 
ect providing  for  a  channel  60  feet  wide  and  5  feet  deep.  For  reasons 
stated  in  his  report,  Major  Mahan  does  not  consider  the  locality  worthy 
of  improvement;  and  from  the  information  now  available  it  does  not 
appear  probable  that  the  interests  of  navigation  on  this  river  above  the 
Gut-off  are  sufficient  to  justify  such  an  expenditure  as  would  be  neces- 
sary for  furnishing  an  available  channel  at  low  water,  which  involves 
the  reconstraction  of  tbe  fixed  bridges.  But,  inasmuch  as  the  fact  has 
been  presented  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers  that  a  line  of  vessels  for  use 
on  this  portion  of  the  Ghipola  Biver  is  now  being  bailt,  such  a  survey 
as  will  determine  the  cost  of  work  and  permit  a  comparison  between 
such  cost  and  the  value  of  improvement  to  commerce  would  appear 
proper.  The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House 
Doc.  1^0. 101,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Api)en- 
dix  B 12.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  WESTERN  ALABAMA  AND 
EASTERN  MISSISSIPPI  AND  OF  BOGUE  CHITTO,  LOUISIANA. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Mcy.  Wm.  T.  Bossell,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, having  under  his  immediate  orders  Lieut.  James  B.  Cavanaugh, 
Corps  of  Engineers.  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  Peter  C.  Hains, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Mobile  Harbor,  Alabama. — ^This  channel  had  originally  a  depth  of 
6^  feet  through  Choctaw  Pass  and  8  feet  on  Dog  Kiver  Bar. 

The  original  project  was  for  a  channel  10  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water  through  Choctaw  Pass  and  Dog  Biver  Bar. 

From  1870  to  1878  the  channel  was  deepened  to  13  feet  under  a  proj- 
ect submitted  by  Maj.  C.  B.  Beese,  Corps  of  Engineers,  August  5, 1870, 
for  a  channel  300  feet  wide  and  13  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water. 

From  1881  to  1888  the  channel  was  deepened  to  17  feet  under  a  proj- 
ect submitted  by  Lieut.  Col.  (then  Capt.)  A.  K.  Damrell,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, for  a  channel  200  feet  wide  and  17  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water, 
adopted  in  March,  1880.  Before  this  project  was  completed  a  project 
was  submitted  by  Lieatenant-Colonel(then  Major)  Damrell,  and  adopted 
in  August,  1888,  to  dredge  a  channel  of  entrance  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
to  the  city  of  Mobile  of  280  feet  width  on  top  of  cut,  with  a  central  depth 
of  23  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

Act  of  September  19, 1890,  extended  the  work  up  Mobile  Biver  to 
the  month  of  Ohickasabogae  Greek  and  increased  the  estimatod  co^t> 
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to  $2,043,800,  with  eotire  length  of  channel  33.09  miles  and  the  entire 
length  of  continnons  cat  of  32.27  miles.  This  work  was  placed  under 
continnons  contract  by  act  of  Jnly  13, 1892. 

Joint  resolution  of  Congress  approved  March  16, 1896,  revived  the 
continuous  contract  and  increased  the  amount  by  $160,000.  Work 
under  this  resolution  was  suspended  September  5, 1896. 

Act  of  June  3, 1896,  gave  $60,000  for  maintenance  of  the  channel  by 
dredging,  and  work  was  carried  on  under  this  appropriation  until  March 
11,  1898. 

Act  of  June  4, 1897,  gave  $25,000  for  maintaining  the  channel,  and 
under  this  appropriation  the  work  continued  without  interruption  from 
March  11, 1898,  until  June  21, 1898,  when  the  funds  were  exhausted. 

Since  1888  the  total  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June 
30, 1897,  was  $2,183,161.32. 

On  June  30,  1897,  there  was  a  channel  of  navigable  width,  with 
a  depth  varying  from  20  to  23  feet  at  mean  low  water,  but  available 
throughout  its  length  for  vessels  drawing  23  feet  on  account  of  the  soft- 
ness of  the  material  which  had  filled  in.  Since  that  time  further  fiUs 
have  caused  the  limit  to  which  vessels  can  be  safely  loaded  to  be  reduced 
to  22.5  feet. 

All  work  done  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  has  been 
dredging  to  maintain  the  channel  and  the  removal  of  snags  and  dead- 
heads by  the  U.  S.  S.  Maud.  It  is  estimated  that  $60,000  will  be 
required  for  annual  maintenance. 

Comparative  iiatemmi  of  lumber,  cotton,  ete.,  ehipped  to  foreign  and  ooaatwi8eporU,flrom 

reoorde  of  Cotton  Exehange^ 


ArtidM. 


Lumber. 
Timber. 
Shingles 
Staves .. 
Cotton- 


line. 


Torn. 

76,079 

07,766 

107 

2,828 

86,560 


1807. 


Tom. 

106,006 

101,772 

200 

167 

76,847 


1806. 


Torn. 
88,045 
130,021 
185 


62,000 


1806. 


88,56f7 
144,787 


20,041 


July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $56,688.68 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 64, 699.38 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended  . . 
July  1^  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 


939.30 
81.80 


July  1, 1898,  balance  available 


907.60 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  annual  maintenance 60,000.00 

J  Amount  that  can  be  profi  tabl  y  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  60, 000. 00 
I  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

,     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civU  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  S  1.) 

JS.  BUick  Warrior  River^  Alabama. — ^The  original  condition  of  this 
river  was  such  as  to  be  practically  closed  to  navigation  on  account  of 
shoals  at  Tuscaloosa. 

The  name  of  "Black  Warrior''  is  given  to  that  portion  of  the  War- 
rior Eiver  which  lies  above  the  city  of  Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 

The  original  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  was  approved 
in  1887,  the  object  being  to  obtain  a  channel  6  feet  deep  by  means  of 
five  locks  and  dams  from  Tuscaloosa  to  Daniels  Greek,  a  distance  of  15 
miles,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $741,670. 
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Daring  the  year  ending  Jane  30, 1896,  three  locks  were  completed. 

In  Jnly,  1897,  a  telephone  line  was  erected,  connecting  the  United 
States  Engineer  Office  with  Locks  l^os.  1, 2,  and  3;  and  daring  the  year 
the  gange  at  the  proposed  site  of  Lock  No.  4  was  read  daily  at  7  a.  m. 
The  expenditures  for  the  year  were  chiefly  in  connection  with  survey  for 
proposed  waterway  from  Warrior  Eiver  np  Valley  River  to  Birming- 
ham and  beyond  to  Five-mile  Oreek^  the  cost  of  which  survey  the  act  of 
June  4y  1897,  provided  should  be  paid  from  the  appropriation  for  Black 
Warrior  Biver. 

The  total  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30, 1897, 
was  9583,747.76. 

The  present  condition  of  the  river  is  such  that  for  9  miles  above  Tus- 
caloosa there  is  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  for  coal  barges. 

Joljl,  1897,  balance  unexpended $20,002.24 

June  90, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 16,508.89 

July  1, 1896,  balance  nnexpended 3,493.36 

Joly  1, 1898,  oatstanding  liabilities 36.  &3 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balanoe  ayailable 3,466.82 

{Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 190, 600.00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    76, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  S  2.) 

3.  Operation  and  care  of  looks  and  dams  on  BUiole  Warrior  River,  Ala- 
bama.— These  locks  and  dams  are  near  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  and  are  ^own 
as  Locks  Nos.  1, 2,  and  3.  They  were  finished  and  opened  to  commerce 
in  November,  1895,  and  on  July  1, 1896,  their  operation  and  care  became 
a  charge  under  the  general  law  of  July  5, 1884. 

Daring  the  past  year  tAiey  have  been  operated  without  interruption 
by  two  lock  hands  at  each  lock,  under  the  supervision  of  the  lock  master. 

The  commerce  through  the  locks  during  the  year  1898  amounted  to 
4,616  tons  of  coal,  5,728  tons  of  timber,  5,613  tons  of  building  material, 
and  919  tons  of  miscellaneous  freight. 

(See  Appendix  S  3.) 

4.  Warrior  and  Tomhigbee  riven j.  Alabama  and  Mtssiasippi. — ^These 
livers  form  the  line  of  communication  from  the  Warrior  coal  fields  to 
tide  water,  and  also  for  the  products  of  the  valley  of  the  Tombigbee 
above  Demopolis  to  Mobile. 

(a)  Warrior  River,  AUibama. — In  its  original  condition  this  river  was 
obstructed  to  such  an  extent  by  snags,  logs,  overhanging  trees,  etc.,  as 
to  make  navigation  at  low  water  impossible  and  dangerous  during  high 
water.  The  minimum  width  of  the  channel  was  60  feet;  the  minimum 
depth  I  foot. 

The  original  project  for  the  improvement  was  to  deepen  the  channel  by 
jetty  construction  and  to  remove  snags  and  overhanging  trees  so  as  to 
obtain  for  small  boats  a  low- water  channel  80  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  9151,103. 

The  present  project,  adopted  in  1890,  is  to  obtain  a  channel  6  feet 
deep  at  ordinary  low  water  throughout  by  removal  of  obstructions  and 
building  dams  with  gates,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $557,000. 

In  1891  a  project  for  the  construction  of  locks  and  dams  was  presented, 
the  approximate  cost  of  which,  as  estimated  in  1897,  is  $1,320,000,  but 
this  project  has  not  yet  been  formally  approved.  The  action  of  Oon- 
gress  upon  this  project  is  necessary  before  operations  under  it  can  be 
commenced. 
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The  total  amount  expended  ander  the  present  project  for  this  improye- 
inent  to  June  30, 1897,  is  $181,516.80. 

During  the  past  year  seven  bars  have  been  opened  and  the  channels 
protected  by  training  walls. 

A  survey  party,  organized  July  1, 1897,  is  now  in  the  Held  making  a 
careful  examination  of  the  river.  High  water  interfered  with  their 
progress  during  the  winter,  bat  they  have  accurately  surveyed  and 
plotted  71  miles. 

The  present  condition  of  this  improvement  is  such  that  coal  barges 
can  be  used  on  an  8foot  stage  of  water  and  ordinary  packets  on  a  3-foot 
stage.  Navigation  is,  however,  generally  limited  to  tbe  months  of  Jan- 
uary, February,  Marcb^  and  ApriL 

Ccmmeroial  BtalUHos, 


ArtiolM. 

1806. 

1807. 

1806. 

Cotton 

Tont, 
1,500 
2,600 
20 
60 
2,000 
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20 
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1,300 
2,000 

1,250 
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20 
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Iron 

Lnmber 

50 

0«n6ral  merchnndiiie. 

1,900 

Coal 

500 

Total 

10, 6M 

7,560 

4.820 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $48,488.20 

June  30, 1898,  amonnt  expended  daring  fisotJ  year 40,761.46 


Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 7,721.74 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  UabiUtieB 389.52 


July  1, 1898,  balance  available 7, 332. 22 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existinff  project Indefinite. 

J  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  250, 000. 00 
I  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

,    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

{b)  Tombighee  River ^  from  iU  mouth  to  DemopoliSj  Ala. — ^The  original 
condition  of  the  navigable  channel  of  this  portion  of  the  river  was 
such  as  to  admit  of  steamboat  navigation  only  during  about  six  or 
eight  months  of  the  year,  or  during  high  water.  The  minimum  width 
of  the  channel  was  about  100  feet,  and  the  minimum  depth  2  feet. 

The  project  of  1879  was  to  afford  a  channel  of  navigable  width  and 
4  feet  deep  at  ordinary  low  water,  from  the  mouth  up  to  Demopolis, 
Ala.,  by  removal  of  snags,  logs,  and  overhanging  trees,  and  the 
improvement  of  the  worst  bars. 

The  present  project,  adopted  in  1890,  is  to  secure  a  channel  6  feet 
deep  at  low  water,  by  removal  of  logs,  snags,  and  trees,  and  the  con- 
struction of  bank  revetment  and  locks  and  dams. 

In  1897  the  plans  for  locks  and  dams  were  slightly  modified,  and  the 
amount  required  to  complete  that  portion  of  the  improvement  at  that 
time  was  estimated  to  be  $600,000. 

The  total  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30, 1897. 
was  $246,528.53. 

For  present  condition  of  lock  and  dam  at  McGrews  Shoal,  see 
Appendix  S  4. 
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• 
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1897. 

1896. 
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Total ' 

263,589 

96,879 

93,406 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $83,471.47 

Jane  30,  IBdS,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 67,176.31 


July  1, 1896,  balance  unexpended.., 
July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities. 


16, 295. 16 
557.83 


July  1, 1898,  balance  available 15,737.33 


{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project Indefinite. 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fi  seal  vear  endin  ff  June  30, 1900  100, 000. 00 
8abmittted  in  compliance  with  reqirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(o)  Tombigbee  River j  from  Bemopolis^  Ala.j  to  ColumbuSj  Miss. — ^The 
OTigmal  oondition  of  this  section  of  the  river  was  such  as  to  admit  of 
navigation  only  daring  high  water.  The  minimum  width  of  the  chan- 
nel was  abont  70  feet  and  the  minimnm  depth  was  2  feet,  but  it  was 
obstrocted  by  snags,  logs,  overhanging  trees,  etc. 

Up  to  1890  all  appropriations  were  made  general  for  the  Tombigbee 
River;  on  September  19, 1890,  an  appropriation  of  $15,000  was  made 
for  the  section  of  Tombigbee  Biver  from  Demopolis  to  Columbus. 

The  project  of  1890  provided  for  obtaining  a  channel  6  feet  deep  at 
low  water,  by  the  removal  of  snags  and  other  obstructions  and  the 
building  of  dams  with  gates. 

A  revision  of  the  project  for  this  work  is  desirable,  btit  can  not  be 
presented  until  the  will  of  Congress  as  to  the  extent  of  improvement  is 
known.    The  estimate  submitted  is  for  maintenance  by  snagging  only. 

The  total  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30, 1897, 
was  »82,312.30. 

The  appropriations  for  the  permanent  improvement  of  this  stretch  of 
the  river  should  be  separated  from  that  intended  for  snagging  and  tem- 
porary work. 

The  faU  in  this  river  firom  Columbus,  Miss.,  to  Demopolis,  Ala.,  is 
107.8  feet,  and  there  will  be  required  10  locks  and  dams  to  give  slack- 
water  navigation.    These  will  cost  $2,000,000. 

In  its  present  condition  light-draft  ooats  can  navigate  this  section  of 
the  river  on  a  slight  rise  above  ordinary  low  water. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $67,687.70 

June  99, 18^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 15,074.26 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 52,613.44 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 353.87 

July  1, 1896,  balance  available 52,259.57 


(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project Indefinite. 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expenaed  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 10,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 
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(d)  Tomhigbee  River,  from  Fulton  to  OolumhuSj  Miss. — ^The  original 
condition  of  this  section  of  the  river  was  sach  that  navigation  was 
impossible  except  during  high  water.  The  minimum  width  of  the 
channel  was  50  feet  and  the  minimum  depth  1  foot. 

The  project  of  1873  was  to  obtain  a  good  high- water  channel,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $35,000,  and  was  completed  in  1882,  at  a  cost  of 
$27,293.65.  Since  1882  there  had  been  expended  in  preservation  of  the 
improvement  to  June  30, 1897,  $10,076.81. 

The  present  condition  of  this  section  of  the  river  allows  of  the  firee 
passage  of  rafts  of  logs  and  timber. 

Commeroial  siaHsHcs. 


Arttdflc 

IBOt. 

Ut7. 

1890. 

Pino,  OypTOU,  md    Oftk   10n««.a««««*«.«a*a***>>«««««**rr««*-rr.««r-Ti-i--^ 

2biM. 
78,286 

T(M8. 

8s,m 

80,800 

This  includes  the  commerce  from  Walkers  Bridge  to  Fulton. 

Jaly  1. 1897,  balanoe  unexpended $7,923.19 

June  30, 1^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 7, 186.28 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 736.96 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 36.70 

July  1, 1898^  balance  available... 700.26 


'Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 5,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(e)  Tomhigbee  River,  from  Walkers  Bridge  to  Fulton,  Miss. — The  origi- 
nal condition  of  this  section  of  the  river  was  such  that  navigation  for 
small  rafts  on.ly  was  possible  during  high  water,  and  then  it  was 
troublesome. 

The  project  of  1888  was  to  obtain  a  good  channel  for  navigation 
during  high  water  by  the  removal  of  snags,  logs,  and  overhanging 
trees,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  911,000. 

The  total  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30, 1897, 
was  $12,659.21. 

The  condition  of  this  section  of  the  river  on  June  30, 1898,  is  such 
as  to  allow  large-sized  rafts  to  be  floated  downstream  on  a  3-foot  rise 
above  ordinary  low  water. 

The  commercial  statistics  for  this  section  of  the  river  are  included  in 
those  from  Fulton  to  Oolumbus,  Miss. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $340.79 

June  30,  ISSKB,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 335.79 

'Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 1,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requiremente  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundiy  civil  act  of- June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  S  4.) 

5.  Noxubee  River,  Mississippi. — ^The  original  condition  of  this  river 
was  such  that  navigation  was  impossible  except  by  small  flats  during 
four  or  five  months  of  the  year.  The  minimum  width  of  the  river  was 
60  feet  and  the  minimum  depth  of  the  channel  1}  feet. 
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The  project  of  1880  was  to  afford  a  channel  for  small  steamers  from 
the  month  to  Macon,  Miss.,  of  navigable  width  and  depth  when  the 
water  is  above  ordinary  low  stage,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $65,245.25. 

The  total  amonnt  exi>ended  on  this  improvement  to  Jane  30, 1897, 
was  $58,096.81. 

This  improvement  was  completed  in  1889,  and  all  work  done  since 
has  been  in  preservation  of  improvement  No  work  was  done  and  no 
expenses  incurred  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898. 

There  is  no  commerce  on  this  river. 

July  1,  18d7,  balance  unexpended $3, 903. 19 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 3,903.19 

I  Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 3,000.00 
8abmitted  in  compliance  witb  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  S  5.) 

6,  Paseagoula  Riverj  Mississippi. — Before  this  improvement  began 
the  channel  through  the  bar  at  the  month  of  the  river  had  a  least 
depth  of  3  feet.  This  was  increased  to  7^  feet,  with  a  width  of  180 
feet,  hy  dredging,  from  1878  to  1880.  at  a  cost  of  about  $42,500.  From 
the  light-house  near  the  mouth  or  the  river  there  was  a  navigable 
channel  obtained  by  removing  snags  and  overhanging  trees,  from  1881 
to  1884,  at  a  cost  of  about  $15,000. 

In  1886  a  project  was  adopted  to  obtain,  by  dredging,  a  channel  of 
navigable  width,  with  a  minimum  depth  of  12  feet,  from  Moss  Point 
down  to  the  anchorage  in  the  bay. 

The  condition  of  the  river  and  of  the  improvement  on  June  30, 1897, 
was  such  as  to  allow  vessels  of  6^  feet  draft  to  navigate  np  to  Oedar 
Greek,  a  distance  of  55  miles,  all  the  year. 

The  present  project  is  to  maintain  the  river  in  its  improved  condition 
from  Moss  Point  to  the  junction  of  Leaf  and  Ohickasahay  rivers. 

The  total  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30, 1897. 
was  $199,640.77. 

Jnlyl,  1897,  balance  unexpended $853.23 

June  30, 1898,  amonnt  expended  during  fiaoalyear •• 812.74 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 40.49 

(Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement. 7,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sandry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  S  6.) 

7.  (jhick4isahay  River.  Mississippi. — The  original  condition  of  this  river 
was  snch  that  only  small  rafts  could  be  carried  down  during  high  water, 
and  then  it  was  troublesome  and  dangerous.  The  minimum  width  of 
the  channel  was  50  feet  and  the  minimum  depth  6  inches,  and  it  was 
filled  with  logs  and  snags. 

The  original  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  river — that  of  1890 — 
was  to  obtain  a  good  high- water  channel  from  the  month  up  to  the  rail- 
road brid  ge  at  Shubnta,  Miss.,  by  the  removal  of  snags,  logs,  overhanging 
trees,  etc.,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $30,000. 

In  the  river  and  harbor  act  passed  June  3, 1896,  the  original  project 
was  modified  so  as  to  carry  the  improvement  only  as  far  as  the  railroad 
bridge  near  Bncatunna,  Miss.,  and  the  improvement  has  been  limited 
to  that  section  of  the  river. 
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The  condition  of  the  improvement  on  June  30, 1897,  was  such  as  to 
allow  small  steamboats  to  navigate  to  Bncatanna,  Miss.,  on  a  4-foot 
rise. 

The  total  amount  exi)ended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30, 1897,  was 
(16,970.96. 

Jnly  1,  1897;  balanoe  anexpended $29.04 

July  1,  1898;  balaace  anexpended 29.04 

'  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  for  maiutenanoe  of  improvement 2,500.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  S  7.) 

S.  Leaf  River  J  Mississippi. — ^The  original  condition  of  the  channel  of 
this  river  was  such  that  navigation  was  impossible  on  account  of  snags, 
stumps,  logs,  and  overhanging  trees.  The  minimum  width  of  the  river 
channel  was  100  feet  and  the  minimum  depth  2^  feet. 

The  project  of  1890  was  to  obtain  a  high  water  channel  from  the 
mouth  of  Bowie  Greek  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  an  estimated  distance 
of  75  miles,  by  the  removal  of  snags,  stumps,  logs,  and  overhanging 
trees,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $25,000. 

The  amount  expended  on  the  improvement  of  this  river  up  to  June 
30,  1896,  is  $9,676.40,  of  which  $3,084.28  was  in  preservation  of  the 
improvement. 

The  condition  of  the  improvement  on  June  30, 1897,  was  such  as  to 
allow  ligbt-drafb  boats  and  large  rafts  of  logs  and  timber  to  navigate 
the  river  for  a  distance  of  60  miles  from  the  mouth  up. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897, 
resulted  in  giving  a  greater  depth  and  width  of  channel  from  Bowie 
Greek  down  to  Garters  Bluff,  56  miles,  making  steamboat  navigation 
and  rafting  more  secure. 

This  virtually  completed  the  project. 

The  total  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30, 1897, 
was  $14,103.32. 

Jniy  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $896.68 

June  30, 1898^  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 120. 46 

July  1, 1898,  balanoe  unexpended 776.22 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 30.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 746. 22 


{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement K 3,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundiy  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  S  8.) 

9.  Pearl  Eiver^  below  Ja^hsoUj  Miss. — ^The  original  condition  of  this 
river  was  such  as  to  allow  navigation  only  during  high  water,  and  then 
it  was  difficult  and  dangerous.  The  minimum  width  of  the  stream  was 
190  feet,  and  that  of  the  channel  was  100  feet  except  through  Holmes 
Bayou,  7  miles,  where  it  was  65  feet.  The  minimum  depth  of  the  chan- 
nel was  1^  feet. 

The  project  of  1880  was  to  obtain  a  5-foot  channel  at  low  water,  but 
this  depth  was  found  impracticable  and  the  project  was  modified  in  1885 
so  as  to  provide  for  a  2-foot  channel  at  low  water,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $145,940. 

By  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  the  original  project  for 
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improving  Pearl  Biver  from  Jackson  to  the  month  was  modified  so  as  to 
confine  operations  between  the  head  of  Homes  Bayon  and  Monticello, 
Hiss. 

The  condition  of  the  improvement  of  this  section  of  river  on  Jnne  30^ 
1897,  was  snch  as  to  allow  light-draft  boats  to  navigate  all  the  year 
from  the  month  np  to  MonticeUo,  160|  miles. 

The  total  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  Jane  30, 1897, 
was  $143,896.52. 

July  1, 1897,  balanoe  nDexpended $14,228.48 

June  90, 1898,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 3, 402. 77 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 10, 825. 71 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 7,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  reouirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  ana  of  snndry  oiyO  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  8  9.) 

10.  Pearl  River  between  Carthage  and  Jackson^  Miss. — ^The  original 
ooBdition  of  this  part  of  the  river  was  snch  as  to  make  navigation 
almost  impossible,  except  at  high  water.  The  minimnm  width  of  the 
riyer  was  100  feet  and  of  the  channel  40  feet.  The  minimnm  depth  was 
abont  1  fiK>t.  The  project  of  1879  was  to  aflford  a  clear  channel  of  navi- 
gable width  and  5  feet  depth  at  low  water  from  Oarthage  to  Jackson, 
105  miles. 

In  1888  the  original  project  was  modified  to  provide  for  a  depth  of  2 
feet,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $50,000. 

This  project  is  now  completed. 

The  condition  of  this  improvement  on  Jnne  30, 1897,  was  snch  as  to 
allow  light-draft  boats  to  navigate,  on  a  3-foot  rise,  from  Oarthage  to 
Jackson,  105  miles,  and  the  present  condition  is  abont  the  same. 

The  total  amonnt  expended  on  this  section  of  the  river  to  Jnne  30, 
1897,  was  $33,960.40. 

Ccmmercial  9iaiUtio9, 
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July  L1897,  balance  nnexpended ^ $2,099.60 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 1, 467. 40 


Jidy  1, 1896y  balance  unexpended 


632.20 


(Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  imnrovement 2,600.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  S  10.) 

11.  Pearl  Biver  between  Edinburg  and  Oarthage^  Miss. — ^The  original 
condition  of  this  portion  of  the  river  was  snch  that  navigation  at  low 
water  was  impossible  and  at  high  water  was  difficult  and  dangerous. 
The  uunimom  width  of  the  channel-was  30  feet  and  the  minimum  depth 
at  low  water  3  inches. 


i 
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The  project  for  its  improyeinent,  adopted  in  1884,  was  to  afford  a  hign- 
water  channel  from  Edinburg  to  Carthage,  a  distance  of  24^  mileS;  for 
six  or  eight  months  of  the  year,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $13,464. 

The  project  has  been  entirely  completed,  and  the  condition  of  the 
river  on  Jnne  30, 1897,  was  such  as  to  allow  navigation  by  light-draft 
boats  on  a  4-foot  rise. 

The  total  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  Jane  30, 1897, 
was  $15,957. 

Ko  work  was  done  on  this  section  of  the  river  during  the  past  fiscal 
year,  and  there  has  been  no  commerce. 


Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year, 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 


$293.00 
Lia 

291.88 


'Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 

I     1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 1,000.00 

I  Submitted  m  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

,    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  S  11.) 

12.  Bogue  Chitto^  Louisiana. — ^The  original  condition  of  this  river  was 
snch  as  to  make  navigation,  except  during  very  high  water,  impossible! 
owing  to  shoals  and  sand  bars  at  the  mouth  and  obstractions  in  the 
river  above.  The  minimum  width  of  the  channel  was  80  feet  and  the 
minimum  depth  3  feet. 

The  project  of  1890  was  to  obtain  a  clear  3-foot  channel  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year  by  opening  the  mouth  and  the  removal  of  logs, 
snags,  trees,  fish  traps,  etc,  up  to  Alford's  bridge,  a  distance  of  190 
miles,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $55,000. 

The  work  done  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1898^  resulted  in 
giving  a  3  foot  channel,  but  not  of  sufficient  width.  The  sand  bars  at 
the  mouth  have  been  removed.  The  river  for  a  distance  of  1^  miles 
from  the  mouth  up  has  been  widened  from  20  to  50  feet  and  deepened 
to  5  feet. 

The  total  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30, 1897, 
was  $16,223.42. 

The  present  condition  of  the  river  admits  of  the  passage  of  light- 
draft  boats  and  large  rafts  of  logs  and  timbers  for  79}  miles  on  a  3-foot 
rise. 

Commeroial  8iafi8tio8, 


ArticlM. 


Saw  logB  and  timljer  (pine) . 
Saw  logs  (cypress) 


Total. 


1888. 


Tont. 
8,467 
4,475 


12,832 


1887. 


Tom. 
6,720 
80 


6,780 


1886. 


Tont. 
6,760 


6,760 


July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $3,776.68 

June  90, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2,473.05 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,303.63 

July  1, 1898,  outBtanding  habilities 6.89 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,296.64 


{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(Bee  Appendix  S  12.) 


7,000.00 
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13.  Burvey  for  canal  between  Warrior  River  and  Five-mile  CreeJcj 
Alabama. — ^Tliis  survey  was  provided  for  by  the  sundry  civil  act  of 
June  4y  1897.  The  survey  has  been  completed,  and  the  maps  and  draw- 
ings are  now  being  prepared.  The  report  will  be  duly  submitted  when 
received  from  the  local  officer. 

(See  Appendix  S  13.) 

Major  Bossell  was  also  charged  with  the  duty  of  making  surveys  of 
the  following  localities,  reports  of  the  results  of  which  will  be  duly 
submitted  when  received: 

1.  Oha/nnel  from  Ship  Island  Harbor  to  Oulfportj  Misi.;  also  Ship 
hUmd  Pass^  Mississippi. 

2.  Horn  Island  and  PasSj  Mississippi. 

INSPECTION   OF   THE   IMPROVEMENT   OF   THE    SOUTH   PASS    OF   THE 

MISSISSIPPI  RIVER. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 1875,  amended  by  acts  of  June  19, 
1878,  and  March  3, 1879,  made  provision  for  the  construction,  by  James 
B.  Eads'or  his  representatives,  of  jetties  and  other  works  in  South  Pass 
of  the  Mississippi  Biver,  to  secure  and  maintain  a  channel  26  feet  in 
depth  through  the  pass,  and  Hirough  the  jetties  at  the  mouth  of  the 
pass  a  channel  '*  26  feet  in  depth,  not  less  than  200  feet  in  width  at  the 
bottom,  and  having  through  it  a  central  depth  of  30  feet  without  regard 
to  width."  An  annual  payment  of  9100,000  was  provided  for  the  main- 
tenance of  such  a  channel  for  twenty  years  after  first  obtaining  it  by 
the  works  built    The  required  channels  were  secured  in  July,  1879. 

The  required  channel  was  maintained  during  the  year  through  the 
shoal  at  the  head  of  South  Pass  and  through  the  pass  itself,  except 
during  sixty-three  days,  when  the  channel  in  Grand  Bayou  Eeach, 
Gtoat  Island  Beach,  and  near  the  foot  of  Ooat  Island,  did  not  contain 
the  required  depth. 

The  required  channel  'through  the  jetties,"  and  beyond  them  to 
deeper  water  in  the  Oulf,  was  maintained  during  the  year,  except  for 
four  days. 

During  the  year  the  dredge  boat  worked  sixty  days  in  South  Pass, 
fifty  days  in  the  jetty  channel,  and  five  days  in  the  channel  beyond  the 
ends  of  the  jetties. 

The  object  of  the  examination  and  surveys  of  South  Pass  is  to  deter- 
mine if  the  channel  is  maintained  as  required  by  law,  and  to  enable  an 
engineer  officer  to  issue  the  certificates  for  the  quarterly  payments,  and 
''such  other  information  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  direct." 

The  exi>en8es  of  this  work  are  now  provided  for  by  a  permanent-indefi- 
nite appropriation  made  by  act  of  August  11, 1888,  and  up  to  June  30, 
1890,  the  unexpended  balance  from  year  to  year  was  available  for  the 
succeeding  year;  since  that  date  the  balance  has  reverted  to  the  Treas- 
ury, and  as  the  expenses  are  greater  some  years  than  others  a  deficit 
will  result  at  times  unless  the  unexpended  balance  be  made  available 
or  an  additional  appropriation  made.  The  correspondence  on  this  sub- 
ject was  printed  in  House  Doc.  Ko.  296,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  second 
session ;  also  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897, 
page  1748. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  these  surveys  is  M%j.  James  B.  Quinn,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  whose  annual  report  is  submitted  as  Appendix  T. 

IMPBOVEMENT  OF   RIVERS  AND   HARBORS   IN   SOUTHERN  LOUISIANA 

AND  EASTERN  TEXAS. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  James  B.  Quinn,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  having  under  his  immediate  orders  Lieut.  Fredemk  W, 
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Altstaetter,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  December  6,  1897,  and  Gapt. 
Henry  Jeryey,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  April  15,  1898.  Division 
Engineer,  Col.  Henry  M.  Robert,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Che/uncte  (Tohefuncte)  River  and  Bogue  Faliaj  Louisiana. — Pre- 
yioas  to  improvement  these  streams  were  obstructed  by  snags,  logs, 
etc.,  and  there  was  but  a  depth  of  4^  feet  of  water  over  the  bar  at  the 
month  at  the  lowest  stage. 

The  project  for  improvement,  adopted  in  1880  and  modified  in  1884, 
provided  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  the  channel,  the  building  of 
a  breakwater  across  the  bar,  and  the  dredging  of  the  bar. 

In  1881  and  1882  two  appropriations  were  made,  aggregating  $3,000, 
with  which  820  feet  of  breakwater  was  constructed  and  obstructions 
removed  below  Covington.  As  the  bar  would  likely  re-form,  it  was  not 
dredged.  The  officer  in  charge  in  1884  recommended  that  a  break- 
water extending  2,500  feet  into  the  lake  be  constructed,  and  that  the 
bar  afterwards  be  dredged. 

The  improvement  was  originally  estimated  to  cost  $5,460,  excluding 
the  breakwater,  » 

With  the  $2,500  appropriated  in  1886,  channels  about  5  feet  deep  and 
30  to  60  feet  wide  were  cut  through  the  bars  in  Bogue  Falia,  between 
Old  Landing  and  Covington,  improving  navigation  for  schooners  to  the 
latter  place. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  $1,000  made  in  1890,  obstructions  were 
removed  from  Madisonville  to  Old  Landing,  thence  to  Covington,  on 
the  Bogue  Falia,  with  the  Oovemment  snagging  plant  and  hir^  labor. 

The  snagging  plant  was  extensively  repaired  with  the  $1,000  appro- 
priated in  1892. 

In  1894,  $1,000  was  appropriated  for  maintenance.  With  this  the 
bars  in  the  river  below  Covington  were  dredged,  creating  channels  6 
feet  deep  and  60  feet  wide,  through  which  steamers  drawing  5  feet 
navigated  from  Covington  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  a  distance  of  14 
miles. 

By  act  of  June  3, 1896,  $1,000  was  appropriated  for  maintenance,  but 
on  account  of  work  required  to  be  done  at  the  mouth,  and  on  the  two 
bars  near  Covington,  this  amount  was  deemed  insufficient  and  was  not 
expended,  but  has  been  held  for  increase. 

It  is  estimated  that  about  $1,000  annually  will  be  required  to  main- 
tain this  improvement. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $8,349.29. 

The  amount  of  commerce  involved  is  $723,833. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $1,160.71 

June  30j  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 44.50 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1, 106.21 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 10. 00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,096.21 

{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  80, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improyement 1,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  TJ 1.) 

J2.  Tickfaw  River  and  its  tributaries^  Louisiana. — ^The  original  project 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Tickfaw  Biver  and  its  tributaries  (I^atal- 
bany.  Blood,  and  Ponchatoula  rivers)  was  adopted  in  1881,  and  pro- 
vided for  the  removal  of  obstructions  from  the  streams  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $10,230. 

Witii  appropnationB  aggregating  $10,000,  about  30  miles  of  the  Tick- 
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fkw  Biver  and  its  branches  was  improved  tinder  this  project,  the  work 
being  carried  on  from  1881  to  February,  1895.  The  work  resulted  in  a 
material  increase  to  the  commerce  of  the  river. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  $1,000  made  by  act  of  June  3,  1806,  a 
contract  was  entered  into  for  hire  of  a  boat  for  clearing  the  stream  of 
water  hyacinths,  which  impeded  navigation.  This  work  was  carried 
on  from  February  26, 1897,  to  March  31, 1897,  and  about  2  miles  of  the 
stream  was  temporarily  cleared  near  the  mouth,  but  the  plants  soon 
choked  the  course  again,  impeding  navfgation. 

It  is  estimated  that  $1,000  wiU  be  required  annually  for  maintenance 
of  the  improvement,  exclusive  of  removal  of  water  hyacinths. 

The  amount  expended  on  these  improvements  to  June  30, 1897,  was 
$10,853.06. 

The  amount  of  commerce  involved  in  this  improvement  amounted  to 
$436,388. 

July  1,  1897,  balaDoe  unexpended $146.94 

June  30y  IS^,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 4.45 

July  ly  1898,  balance  unexpended 142.49 

July  1, 1898,  ontstanding  nabilities 10.00 

July  1,1888,  balance  available 132.49 

{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  .expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 1,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  U  2.) 

5.  Amite  River  and  Bayou  Manchac^  Louisia/na, — Prior  to.  any  improve- 
ment, Amite  Biver  and  Bayou  Manchac,  its  principal  tributary,  were 
navigable  by  small  steamers  for  a  short  distance  above  and  below  their 
point  of  junction,  but  with  danger  from  obstructions. 

Under  the  project  of  1880,  the  streams  were  cleared  of  obstructions  in 
1890  and  1891  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  Bayou  Manchac,  thence 
up  the  bayou  to  Hope  Villa,  13  miles  of  channel  being  improved. 

In  1892  and  1894  appropriations  aggregating  $5,000  were  made,  with 
which  the  work  of  removing  obstructions  was  continued.  The  turning 
basin  at  the  mouth  of  Wards  Greek,  on  Bayou  Manchac,  was  completed 
in  January,  1895. 

An  appropriation  of  92,500  was  made  in  June,  1896,  for  maintenance. 
The  avii^able  funds  will  probably  be  expended  in  removal  of  obstructions 
which  have  formed  since  1895. 

'So  work  was  done  on  these  streams  during  the  past  year. 

At  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Manchac,  in  the  Amite  Eiver,  snags  and  a 
sand  bar,  recently  formed,  are  an  impediment  to  navigation,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  $2,500  will  be  required  annually  for  maintenance. 

The  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30, 1897,  was 
$28,490.30. 

The  amount  of  commerce  involved  in  this  improvement  is  $516,477. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $2,809.70 

Jnne  3M0y  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 93.66 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2.716.04 

Jnlyl,  1898,  outstanding  UabUities v 10.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 2, 706. 04 

(Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  io  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 2,600.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  witn  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendijc  U  3^) 


272        REPORT   OF  THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS,  U.  8.  ARMT. 

4.  Bayou  Lafourche^  Louisiana. — ^Before  this  stream  was  improved 
it  was  thickly  obstracted  by  logs,  suags,  etc.  The  object  of  the  first 
project  for  its  improvement,  adopted  in  1879,  was  the  removal  of  such 
obstructions.  Various  appropriations,  aggregating  $30,0009  were  made, 
and  work  under  the  project  carried  on  until  1885. 

A  project  was  submitted  on  June  11, 1886,  providing  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  lock  at  the  head  of  the  bayou  to  connect  it  with  the  Mis- 
sissippi Biver.  It  provided  for  subsequently  dredging  a  channel  75 
feet  wide  and  5  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  of  the  Gulf.  The  estimated 
cost  of  these  improvements  was  $450,000,  with  $8,000  annually  for 
maintenance  and  operation. 

Under  this  project,  and  to  provide  for  immediate  dredging  to  relieve 
low- water  navigation,  the  sum  of  $50,000  was  appropriated  August  11, 
1888.  Dredging  was  commenced  at  the  head  of  the  bayou,  and,  with 
appropriations  aggregating  $165,000  since  then,  has  been  continued  at 
intervals. 

Operations  under  a  contract  for  dredging  were  begun  July  6, 1896. 
on  the  bar  at  the  head  of  the  bayou  and  carried  downstream  about  o 
miles  beyond  Thibodaux.  Obstructions  were  also  removed.  These 
operations  improved  about  38  miles  of  channel  and  were  of  great  benefit 
to  the  commerce  of  the  bayou,  giving  sufiicient  water  for  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  bayou  during  the  low-water  season. 

A  modification  of  the  project  of  1886  was  approved  on  September  23, 
1896.  This  project  suspended  the  matter  of  the  lock  construction  and 
confined  operations  to  dredging  to  maintain  low-water  navigation,  the 
estimated  cost  of  which  was  $25,000  per  annum. 

Owing  to  an  emergency,  the  Government  dredge  Bam  was  borrowed 
from  Capt.  G.  McO.  Derby  to  remove  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  bayou, 
but  after  working  about  15  days  in  August,  1897,  it  was  withdrawn  for 
work  elsewhere. 

Contract  was  entered  into  on  December  8, 1897,  for  the  hire  of  a 
dredge  boat  for  the  continuation  of  the  improvement.  Operations  under 
this  contract  were  carried  on  from  September  13, 1897,  to  February  1, 
1898,  when  high  water  in  the  bayou  caused  the  suspension  of  opera- 
tions. Contract  was  entered  into  June  29,  1898,  for  hire  of  dredge 
boat  for  continuation  of  improvement.  The  amount  to  be  expended 
under  this  contract  is  about  $12,000. 

The  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30, 1897,  was 
$184,987.90. 

The  value  of  the  commerce  involved  is  $7,367,783. 

Jaly  L 1897,  balance  unexpended $60,012.10 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 17, 232. 40 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 42,777.90 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $77.00 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 12, 000. 00 

'  ^  *'  1 12,077.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  avaUable 80, 702. 70 

(Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fibcal  year  ending  June  80, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 10,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sund^  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  IT  4.) 

5.  Bayou  PlaquemineyOrand  River  ^  and  Pigeon  bayous.  LauisioAM. — 
In  1867  or  1868,  Bayon  Plaquemine  was  closed  by  a  dam  onilt  by  order 
of  the  police  jnry  of  Iberville  Parish,  shutting  out  the  waters  of  the 
Mississippi  Eiver.  Prior  to  this  time  the  largest  steamboat  could  pass 
through  it  into  Grand  Lake  and  other  connecting  water  routes. 
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The  project  of  1885  provided  only  for  dredging  and  cleaning  Bayon 
Plaqaemine  of  obstmctious  and  for  building  a  lock  at  the  head  of  the 
bayoQ. 

The  protection  of  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi  Biver  at  Plaqaemine 
Bend  was  added  to  the  project  for  improvement  in  1888.  The  improve- 
ment of  Grand  Kiver  and  Pigeon  bayous  was  incorporated  in  the  plan 
of  improvenjent  by  act  of  July  13, 1893. 

Bank  protection  was  carried  on  under  the  appropriations  of  1888  and 
those  of  later  years.  A  channel  60  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  was  also 
dredged.  In  1893, 1894,  and  1895  work  was  carried  on  in  the  Grand 
Kiver  and  Pigeon  Bayou  routes,  and  the  improvement  extended  for  a 
distance  of  25  miles,  down  to  Grand  Lake. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  June  3,  1896,  contract  was  entered  into 
for  dredging  in  Grand  River  and  Pigeon  Bayou.  Operations  under 
this  contract  were  commenced  March  26, 1897,  and  finished  August  20, 
1897.  A  large  quantity  of  material  and  numerous  obstructions  were 
removed,  greatly  improving  the  channels. 

A  project  for  the  construction  of  a  lock  was  submitted  in  1891,  but 
actual  construction  was  delayed  for  want  of  funds.  On  June  24, 1895, 
a  contract  was  entered  into  for  construction  of  cofferdam,  excavating, 
and  driving  a  pile  foundation  for  lock.  Operations  under  this  contract 
were  commenced  on  September  1, 1895.  Work  progressed  more  slowly 
than  expected  on  account  of  unforeseen  difficulties  the  contractor  had 
to  deal  with.  A  large  portion  of  the  excavated  material  was  washed 
back  into  the  pit  by  a  severe  storm  in  June,  1896,  and  two  months  later 
a  dangerous  movement  of  the  slopes  on  the  end  of  the  pit  near  the  river 
required  that  a  large  quantity  of  material  not  originally  contemplated 
be  removed.  A  supplemental  contract  for  the  removal  of  60,000  cubic 
yards  of  this  material  was  approved  February  27, 1897. 

Another  supplemental  contract  was  approved  June  19, 1897,  for  driv- 
ing 800  piles  of  OOfoot  lengths,  instead  of  800  piles  of  50- foot  lengths. 

The  contractor  complete  all  the  work  contemplated  in  the  original 
and  supplemental  contracts  on  December  31,  1897.  Under  contract 
with  Mr.  F..0.  Leroy  the  pit  of  the  lock  has  been  constantly  drained 
since  the  completion  of  the  work,  in  order  that  same  might  be  turned 
over  in  good  condition  when  other  operations  were  commenced. 

Under  the  provisions  of  act  of  June  3, 1896,  authorizing  continuing 
contract,  plans  and  specifications  for  the  construction  of  lock  and 
approaches  were  submitted  and  approved  during  the  past  year,  and 
contract  was  entered  into  May  28, 1898. 

The  total  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30^  1897, 
was  9396,025.40. 

The  value  of  the  commerce  involved  is  $138,708. 

Joly  1, 1897,  balance  anexpended $438,974.60 

JnnedO^  IS^,  amount  expended  daring  flacal  3'ear 56, 229. 72 

July  1, 1898,  balance  anexpended 377, 744. 88 

July  1, 1898,  oatstanding  liabilities $409.00 

July  1, 1^,  amount  covered  by  nncomplelled  contracts  for 

fiBcai year  1899 ^350,000.00  ^_  ^^  ^ 

■ 350,409.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 27,335.88 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  exiHtinjo;  project 878, 250T0d 
Amount  that  can  be  prontably  expended  intiacal  year  ending  .Fiinu  30, 1900  400, 000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  lw6  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  U  5.) 

*  The  approved  continuous  contract  calls  for  the  expenditure  of  $601,757.60. 
BWG  98 ^18 
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1^.  Bayou  CourtableaUj  Louisiana. — When  the  present  project  was 
adopted  a  large  deposit  of  sand,  known  as  Little  Devil  Bar,  had 
formed  at  the  month  of  the  bayon  by  the  backwater  from  the  Atch- 
afalaya  River. 

The  project  of  1880  provided  fbr  closing  some  rnn-ont  bayous,  throw- 
ing all  the  water  into  the  channel  of  the  Courtablean,  and  caasing  its 
current  to  wash  ont  the  bar  at  its  month. 

The  project  was  completed  November  9, 1895,  under  appropriations 
made  firom  time  to  time,  aggregating  $36,200. 

During  low  water  in  1891  the  dams  were  placed  in  thorough  repair. 

In  1894  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  was  made  for  continniug  the 
improvement.  The  approved  project  provided  for  the  closure  of 
Bayous  Fordoche,  Mamzelle,  Big  and  Little  Gane,  and,  if  funds  would 
permit,  to  close  the  small  bayous  between  Mamzelle  and  Big  Gane. 
This  work  was  finished  on  November  9, 1895,  being  done  by  contract. 

A  large  raft  of  logs,  completely  obstructing  navigation,  formed  near 
the  mouth  of  the  bayou  during  the  high  water  of  1890.  The  raft 
formed  where  the  current  of  the  bayon  and  the  backwater  of  the  Atch- 
afalaya  neutralized  each  other,  and  is  now  about  3  miles  long.  An 
appropriation  of  $2,500  for  the  removal  of  this  raft  was  made  June 
3, 1896.  Proposals  were  invited  for  the  removal  of  the  raft,  but  no 
satisfactory  bids  were  received,  owing  to  the  insufficiency  of  the 
amount  on  hand  out  of  which  to  pay  for  the  work.  An  agreement  was 
made  with  Mr.  Ed.  G.  Pearson,  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  to  clear  the 
channel,  the  agreement  to  remain  in  force  until  February  28, 1898,  but 
Mr.  Pearson  never  took  any  measures  to  carry  out  its  provisions. 

On  account  of  the  formation  of  the  raft  in  the  mouth  of  the  bayou 
no  vessel  of  any  kind  can  pass  in  or  ont.  This  embargo  upon  naviga- 
tion has  last^  since  April  11, 1896,  the  commerce  by  water  having,  in 
consequence,  dwindled  from  a  value  of  $3,917,344  in  1891  to  nothing 
in  1896-97  and  in  1897-98. 

The  steamboatmen,  merchants,  and  farmers  represent  their  losses  as 
serious;  the  former  because  of  the  iioii employment  of  their  boats,  the 
latter  through  additional  trouble  and  expense  in  hauling  {>rodacts  and 
supplies. 

The  amount  available  for  the  removal  of  the  raft  is  inadequate,  and 
must  be  increased  by  at  least  $20,000  to  secure  the  restoration  of  com- 
merce. As  the  drift  is  constantly  accumulating,  the  early  removal  is 
important  from  an  economical  point  of  view. 

The  sum  of  $35,454.46  was  expended  in  improving  this  stream  up  to 
June  30, 1897. 

The  value  of  the  commerce  involved  in  this  improvement,  as  shown 
by  commercial  statistics  accompanying  Annual  Eeport  of  1896,  is 
$103,944. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $3,245.64 

Jnne  30, 1898,amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 23. 35 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 8,223.29 

C  Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    20, 000. 00 
<  submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
[     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civU  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  U  6.) 

7.  Bayou  Teche^  Louisiana. — Previous  to  improvement  the  channel 
had  a  depth  of  8  feet,  but  navigation  was  impeded  and  rendered  unsafe 
by  obstructions.  The  removal  of  these  obstructions  was  contemplated 
by  the  initial  project,  and  from  1870  to  1894,  six  appropiiations  having 


RIYEB  AND   HABBOB  IMPBOYEMKNTS.  275 

been  made,  70  miles  of  the  chaunel  was  improved.  The  benefits  were 
but  temporary,  the  obstructions  again  forming. 

Detailed  history,  progress  of  the  work,  and  results  of  the  improve- 
ment are  given  in  Appendix  B,  pages  1503-1504,  Annual  Beport  of  the 
Ohief  of  Engineers  for  1896. 

Act  of  June  3, 1896,  appropriated  $10,000  for  dredging  and  removing 
obstructions  from  the  bayou.  Operations  were  carried  on,  under  con- 
tract, from  November  16, 1896,  to  March  22, 1897,  giving  a  clear  channel 
60  feet  wide  and  averaging  5  feet  in  depth,  between  St.  Martin ville  and 
Oharenton,  a  distance  of  44^  miles. 

No  work  has  been  done  on  this  stream  during  the  year  just  ended. 

Several  obstructions  have  formed  in  the  bayou  below  St.  Martinville 
which  require  attention*  It  is  believed  that  to  remove  these  obstruc- 
tioBs  will  cost  $10,000,  and  that  an  annual  appropriation  of  $2,000  will 
be  essential  to  preserve  uninterrupted  navigation. 

l%e  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30, 1897,  was 
$70,679.67. 

^e  amount  of  commerce  Involved  in  this  improvement  is  $5,253,067. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $420.  S3 

Jvne  90,  ISiS,  amosnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 69.80 

JbIj  1,  1896,  balance  unexpended 360.53 

i  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
<  Submitted  in  compliauce  with  req oirementa  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
(     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  cItU  act  of  Jane  4, 1897. 

.    (See  Appendix  IT  7.) 

8»  Channel,  bay,  and  passes  of  Bayou  Vermilionj  Louisiana. — ^The  pri- 
mary project,  approved  in  1892,  provided  for  the  removal  of  obstrac* 
tipns  from  the  bay  on  and  marking  the  channel  in  the  bay  with  gnide 
piles.    The  cost  was  estimated  at  125,000. 

With  Impropriations  «moanting  to  912,500,  work  under  this  project 
was  carried  on  from  December  1, 1892,  to  Angnst  27, 1895.  The  channel 
in  the  bay  was  marked  with  gnide  piles  and  obstructions  were  removed 
from  a  point  18  miles  above  the  month  of  the  bayou  to  26  miles  above 
Abbeville,  La. 

In  Appendix  B,  pages  1505-1506,  Annual  Beport  of  Ohief  of  Engi- 
neers  for  1896,  will  be  found  details  of  history,  progress  of  the  work| 
and  results  obtained  by  the  improvement. 

There  was  appropriated  by  act  of  June  3, 1896,  $1,000  for  continuing 
tlie  improvement.  Nothing  has  been  done  with  this  amount,  it  having 
been  held  for  an  additional  appropriation  to  cover  the  work  required  to 
be  done  at  several  different  places. 

Tliere  was  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30, 18i97,  the  sum 
<tf  $12,387.58. 

llie  amount  of  commerce  involved  in  this  improvement  is  $333,375b 

July  1, 189Vbalance  unexpended $1,112.42 

June  90, 1898,  amonni  expended  during  fiscal  year 54.87 


July  1, 1808,  balance  onexpended 1,057.55 

{ Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 11, 500. 00 
Amount  that  eanbeproflftably  expended  in  fiscal  vear ending  June30,1900     5, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compuance  with  requirements  of  sections  ?of  river  and 
httrbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  IT  8.) 

9.  Mermentau  River  and  tributarieSj  Louisiana. — Prior  to  improvement, 
Mermentau  Biver  and  its  tributaries  were  obstructed  by  snags,  logs, 
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etc.  A  survey  of  these  streams  was  made  in  1891,  and  in  1892  the  first 
project  for  improvement  was  adopted.  This  project  provided  for  the 
removal  of  snags  and  logs  in  the  upper  river  and  a  mud  flat  in  the  lower, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $23,615.25. 

Under  act  of  July  13, 1892,  the  sum  of  $7,500  was  appropriated  for 
this  work  and  obstructions  were  removed  from  the  lower  end  of  Lake 
Arthur  to  a  point  about  38  miles  up  Mermentau  Biver,  rendering 
navigation  safer. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  $5,000  made  in  1894  for  continuing  the 
improvement,  a  project  was  submitted,  but  as  the  funds  available  were 
small  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  undertake  the  work  until  further 
appropriations  had  been  made. 

Congress  appropriated  $5,000  on  June  3, 1896,  and  on  June  15, 1897, 
a  project  was  approved  under  which  dredging  was  to  be  done  and  brush 
dams  constructed  to  secure  a  channel  through  Mud  Lake. 

On  November  1, 1897,  contract  was  entered  into  for  dredging  and 
constructing  brush  dam  in  Mud  Lake. 

Dredging  operations  were  commenced  December  24, 1897,  and  com- 
pleted March  4,  1898,  a  distance  of  4,417  feet  being  dredged,  embracing 
the  cutting  through  of  two  bars.  Work  on  the  upper  and  lower  dams 
was  finished  on  April  14, 1898.  The  upper  dam  is  now  2,500  feet  long 
and  5  feet  wide,  and  the  lower  dam  is  3,000  feet  long.  The  average 
depth  of  both  bars  is  8  feet,  and  width  50  feet. 

There  had  been  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30,  1897,  the 
sum  of  $7,312.07. 

In  the  lower  end  of  Grand  Lake  the  water  shoals  to  2^  feet.  The 
Kepuque  and  Quetortie,  two  tributary  streams  of  growing  importance, 
are  obstructed  with  snags  and  overhanging  trees,  the  removal  of  which 
will  be  of  great  assistance  to  commerce. 

The  amount  of  commerce  involved  in  this  improvement  is  $350,870. 

Julyl,  1897,  balance  unexpended $10,187.93 

June  20, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 9, 268. 69 

July  1;  1898,  balance  unexpended 919.24 

'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existiniB;  project 6, 115. 25 

Amouuttbatcan  be  profitablyexpeudediufiscalyear  ending  JuneSOy  1900      6, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  U  9.) 

10,  Mouth  and  passes  of  Calcasieu  River ^  Louisiana, — Prior  to  improve- 
ment there  was  a  depth  of  only  3  feet  over  the  bars  in  Calcasieu  Lake. 
In  1874, 1882,  and  1883  a  channel  8  feet  deep  and  70  feet  wide  for  a  dis- 
tance of  7,500  feet  was  dredged  through  the  bars  in  the  lake  above 
Calcasieu  Pass.  This  channel  shoaled  and  in  1885  possessed  a  depth 
of  only  3^  feet. 

In  1886  contract  was  entered  into  to  build  two  revetment  walls  and 
dredge  between  them,  also  to  dredge  a  channel  through  the  bar  at  the 
mouth  of  Calcasieu  Eiver  6  feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide.  The  contract 
was  annulled  in  January,  1888,  and  the  project  modified  so  as  to  omit 
the  revetment. 

From  March  19,  1888,  to  August  31,  1888,  77,159  cubic  yards  of 
material  was  taken  out  with  the  Government  dredge. 

An  appropriation  of  $10,000  was  made  in  1888  for  continuing  the 
improvement.  The  sum  of  $75,000  was  appropriated  in  1890  for 
^'improving  the  mouth  and  passes  of  Calcasieu  River,"  The  amounts 
available  were  held  for  I'urtLer  increase,  they  being  considered  too  small 
to  conduct  operations  economically. 
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In  18&2j  $100,000  additional  was  appi'opriated,  following  which  a  con- 
tract was  entered  into  for  constrnctiug  a  jetty  on  the  east  side  of  the 
•channel,  across  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  pass,  and  for  10,000  linear 
feet  of  revetment  on  the  northern  side  of  the  channel,  and  for  dredging 
through  the  bar.  On  August  6, 1893,  the  revetment  was. completed, 
and  the  dredging  was  done  with  the  Government  dredge  in  November, 
1894,  which  work  finished  the  channel  at  the  foot  of  Calcasieu  Lake. 
The  dredging  gave  considerable  relief,  and  vessels  drawing  6}  feet  pass 
through  with  safety.  Work  on  the  east  jetty  was  finished  on  August 
11.1894,  leaving  it  7,347  feet  long. 

The  project  approved  August  17, 1894,  provides  for  dredging  chan- 
nel through  the  bar  at  the  head  of  Oalcasieu  Lake,  capping  7,000  feet 
of  the  east  jetty  with  stone,  and  with  the  balance  unexpended  to  dredge 
a  channel  12  feet  deep  from  the  12-fbot  contour  inside  to  the  12-foot 
contour  outside,  and  as  wide  as  funds  would  permit. 

From  November  5, 1894,  to  June  30, 1895,  dredging  was  carried  on  at 
the  head  of  the  lake,  giving  a  channel  50  feet  wide  and  8  feet  deep. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  $90,000  made  in  1894  a  contract  was  made 
for  capping  the  east  jetty  with  stone.  Work  was  carried  on  from  Janu- 
ary 28, 1895,  to  August  8, 1895,  capping  6,552  linear  feet  of  jetty. 

Contract  for  extending  east  jetty  was  approved  March  2, 1896,  and 
work  was  carried  on  £^m  May,  1896,  to  August  4, 1896,  giving  the 
letty  a  total  length  of  7,847  feet^ 

A  contract  for  buildiug  the  west  jetty  was  entered  into  under  the 
appropriation  of  $80,000,  June  3, 1896,  and  work  was  carried  on  from 
January  1, 1897,  to  June  15, 1897,  giving  a  length  of  2,200  feet  to  this 
jetty.  Of  this,  1,275  feet  was  capped  and  completed,  and  875  feet 
brought  up  to  mean  high,  water,  ready  for  capping.  The  100  feet 
remaining  is  foundation  work  only. 

On  April  6, 1898,  contract  was  entered  into  with  Oharles  Clarke  & 
Co.,  (Galveston,  Tex.,  for  operating  the  Government  dredge  in  Oalcasieu 
Lake,  Louisiana.  It  is  contemplated  by  this  work  to  restore  the  dredged 
channel,  50  feet  wide  and  8  feet  deep,  from  deep  water  in  Calcasieu 
Pass  to  deep  water  in  Calcasieu  Lake,  a  distance  of  about  2  miles. 
The  amount  available  for  this  improvement  is  about  $9,000.  Opera- 
tions were  commenced  on  May  26, 1898,  and  up  to  June  30, 1898, 16,118 
cubic  feet  of  material  was  dredged  and  a  number  of  piles  removed  that 
had  been  washed  in  from  the  revetment. 

The  damages  to  the  east  jetty  will  require  attention  soon,  as  sand 
drifts  through  the  breach  in  the  jetty  and  shoals  the  channel. 

The  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30,  1897,  was 
•386,612.77. 

The  amount  of  the  commerce  involved  is  $745,071. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $14,887.23 

June  30, 18SK8,  amoont  expended  daring  fiscal  year ^ 1,863.80 

July  1, 1896,  balance  unexpended 13,023.43 

Jnly  1, 1898,  ontstanding  fiabilitiea $126.26 

Jvly  1,  1886,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 9, 000. 00 

9,126.26 

July  1, 1888,  balanee  avaUable 3, 897. 17 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existinff  project 256, 000. 00 
Amount  thatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  encQng  J  one  30,1900  100, 000. 00 
Submitted  m  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  riyer  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  snndry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  U  10.) 
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11.  Harbor  at  Sabine  PaaSj  Tex. — ^Before  any  improvement  was  made 
the  bar  obstracting  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  at  Sabine  Pass,  Tex., 
had  not  more  than  5  feet  of  water  upon  it.  In  1878  and  1880  channels 
from  12  to  15  feet  deep  were  dredged  through  it,  but  soon  filled  up. 
The  project  of  1882  provided  for  constructing  jetties  on  either  side  of 
the  channel  connecting  the  deep  water  of  the  pass  with  that  of  the 
Gulf,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $3,177,606.50. 

Since  1883  work  on  the  jetties  was  carried  on  as  fost  as  appropria- 
tions would  permit. 

On  June  30,  1896,  the  west  jetty  was  14,876  feet  long,  6,609  feet  of 
which  being  raised  2  feet  above  mean  high  water,  7,966  feet  to  mean  low 
water,  the  remaining  300  feet  being  foundation  work.  The  dredged 
channel  had  an  average  width  of  100  feet  and  a  depth  of  24  feet.  Ko 
work  was  done  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  ^,  1807,  on  the  west 
jetty  or  on  the  channel. 

On  June  30, 1897,  the  east  jetty  had  a  total  length  of  19,500  feet, 
18,6'JO  feet  of  which  had  been  completed,  600  feet  brought  up  to  mean 
low  water,  the  remaining  300  feet  being  foundation  work.  The  dredged 
channel  had  an  approximate  width  of  100  feet  and  a  depth  of  from  20 
to  27  feet.  As  the  bottom  is  of  soft  material,  vessels  drawing  22  feet 
experienced  no  difficulty  in  passing  over  the  20-foot  channel. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  authorized  contracts  to  be 
entered  into  for  completing  the  present  project  of  improvement,  to  be 
paid  for  as  appropriations  may  be  made  by  law.  The  sundry  civil  act 
approved  June  4, 1897,  appropriated  $350,000  for  improvement  under 
the  continuous  contract  system,  $100,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  dredge 
boat,  and  $30,000  for  operating  same  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1898. 

As  authorized  by  the  act  of  June  3, 1896,  a  continuing  contract  was 
approved  June  22,  1897,  for  jetty  construction.  It  was  proposed  to 
expend  $65,000  of  the  appropriations  either  in  the  addition  of  necessary 
rock  to  the  jetties  or  in  dredging  between  the  jetties  to  improve  the 
channel* 

Work  was  commenced  by  the  contractors  on  August  10,  1897,  and 
up  to  June  30,  1808,  the  east  jetty  had  been  extended  4,100  feet,  of 
which  about  2,000  feet  had  been  brought  up  to  low-water  level.  The 
west  jetty  was  capped  with  9,647  tons  of  granite  blocks,  completing 
same  for  a  distance  of  about  3,000  feet.  Dredging  in  channel  was  car- 
ried  on  until  October,  resulting  in  removing  299,799  cubie  yards  of 
material. 

On  October  18, 1897,  proposals  were  opened  for  building  the  dredge 
boat  authorized  under  project  approved  June  29, 1897,  for  improving 
the  channel.  All  bids,  however,  were  rejected  as  not  conforming  to 
specifications.  It  is  expected  that  new  proposals  will  be  invited  in  the 
near  future. 

Act  of  Oongress  approved  March  17,  1898,  makes  available  for 
immediate  use  $15,000  of  the  $30,000  appropriated  by  sundry  civil  act 
approved  June  4, 1897.  The  project  for  the  expenditure  of  this  amount, 
approved  March  28, 1898,  provides  for  elearing  and  widening  the  chan- 
nels at  Sabine  Pass  by  dredging,  etc. 

Under  this  project  contract  was  entered  into  June  15,  1898,  for 
dredging  between  the  jetties  in  the  channel. 

Soundings  were  made  in  the  channel  on  June  14-17, 1898,  and  the 
depth  of  water  over  the  shoalest  locality  was  found  to  be  22.4  feet  at 
mean  low  water  of  the  Gulf  and  23.9  feet  at  mean  high  water.  Outside 
of  the  dredged  channel  the  depth  shows  a  considerable  improvement, 
under  the  action  of  natural  scour. 
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Since  the  coinniencenient  of  work  there  has  been  expended  on  this 
improvement  to  June  30, 1897,  the  sam  of  (2,042^243.51. 
The  amount  of  commerce  involved  in  this  improvement  is  $2,363,542. 

Jvly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended .., $552,506.49 

Amount  appropriated  by  sundry  oivil  aot  approved  July  1, 1898 400, 000. 00 

952, 506. 49 
June  90, 1896,  amount  expended  during  fisoal  year 191, 106.56 

July  1, 1896,  balance  unexpended 761,399.98 

Jnlyl,  1898,  outstanding  liabilitiee $45,496.97 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts. . .  1, 050, 000. 00 

1,096,495.97 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 628, 856. 50 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 
80,  1900 300,000.00 
Submitted  in  oompliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  aot  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  U  11.) 

12,  Sabine  River^  Texas, — ^At  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  above  the 
town  of  Orange  there  was  3^  feet  of  water  over  the  bar  prior  to 
improvement. 

The  cost  of  improvement  was  originally  estimated  at  $18,000,  and  pro- 
vided for  removal  of  logs,  snags,  etc. 

A  channel  6  feet  deep  and  70  to  100  feet  wide  was  dredged  through 
the  bar  at  the  mouth  in  1878. 

A  resnrvey  of  the  river  was  made  in  1879,  and  cuts  dredged  from  the 
msAn  river  into  the  Narrows  and  at  Dead  Bend,  and  obstructions 
removed,  enabling  vessels  of  b-ioot  draft  to  go  30  miles  above  Orange. 

In  1880  and  1881  the  bar  at  the  mouth,  for  about  1  mile,  was  redredged 
6  feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide. 

In  1889  obstructions  were  removed  and  the  two  branches  of  Old 
Biver  closed,  throwing  the  water  into  the  Narrows. 

In  1892  about  17^  miles  of  channel  was  cleared  of  obstructions. 

With  $5,000,  appropriated  by  act  of  1894,  the  project  of  1892  was 
completed,  resulting  in  the  improvement  of  the  river  from  Morgans 
Blaff  to  Cypress  Baydu — a  distance  of  20  miles— whiph  left  the  river 
in  fair  condition  to  Sudduths  Bluff. 

Under  an  allotment  made  by  act  of  March  2, 1895,  from  the  appro- 
priation of  August  18, 1894,  for  improving  Sabine  Pass,  for  dredging 
through  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  a  channel  50  feet  wide  and 
8  feet  deep  from  deep  water  in  the  river  to  deep  water  in  the  lake  was 
dredged. 

The  dams  built  in  1890  and  that  part  of  the  stream  cleared  in  1895 
were  found  to  be  in  good  condition  in  May,  1897. 

The  project  approved  June  9, 1897,  proposed  to  remove  obstructions 
firom  Morgans  Bluff  to  the  head  of  the  Narrows  with  the  appropriation 
of  $2,000  made  by  act  of  June  3, 1896.  Bids  for  doing  this  work  were 
asked  in  August,  1897,  but  none  were  received,  and  the  amount  avail- 
able, being  too  small  to  accomplish  the  object  sought,  is  held  for 
increase. 

During  high- water  season  vessels  navigate  the  river  for  a  distance  of 
052  miles  above  the  mouth,  but  this  condition  prevails  only  about  three 
months  each  year.  At  several  places  sunken  logs  form  obstructions  to 
navigation.    Some  of  these  obstructions  are  only  2  feet  under  water. 

The  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30,  1897,  was 
$48,573.77. 
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The  amoant  of  commerce  involved  in  this  improvement  is  $1,394,557. 
It  is  estimated  that  $2^000  will  be  required  aunaally  for  maintenance 
of  the  improvement. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended ^.^ $2,126.23 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 118. 66 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended .' 2,007.67 

July  1,  18i)8,  outstanding  liabilities 16.67 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,990.90 

'Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 

I     1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 2, 000. 00 

I  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sectiims  2  of  river  and 

,    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jane  4,  1897, 

(See  Appendix  U  12.) 

13,  Closing  crevasse  in  Pass  a  Loutre,  Mississippi  River. — ^This  cre- 
vasse forms  an  outlet  from  Pass  a  Loutre  into  an  arm  of  the  Gulf 
known  as  Garden  Island  Bay,  and  was  caused  by  the  wearing  away  of 
the  south  bank  of  that  pass  at  a  locality  If  miles  below  the  Head  of 
Passes,  at  which  point  the  water  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  divides  and 
flows  to  the  Gulf  through  three  passes. 

In  1872  there  was  a  ditch  about  3  feet  wide  from  the  river  into  the 
bay  at  the  locality  where  the  crevasse  first  broke.  This  increased 
slightly  from  year  to  year,  and  the  narrow  strip  of  land  dividing  the 
river  from  the  Gulf  gradually  became  narrower. 

During  the  month  of  January,  1891,  the  width  of  the  crevasse  began 
to  increase  rapidly,  but,  with  the  river  rising,  nothing  could  be  done 
to  stay  its  progress.  In  July,  1891,  it  was  860  feet  wide  and  25  feet 
deep. 

On  October  3, 1891,  the  estate  of  James  B.  Eads  undertook  to  close 
the  crevasse  by  building  a  dam  across  the  mouth  of  it,  but  the  work 
was  abandoned  on  January  14, 1892. 

On  August  3, 1892,  the  crevasse  was  1,660  feet  wide. 

On  July  29, 1893,  work  was  again  commenced  by  the  Eads  estate  in 
another  attempt  to  close  the  crevasse.  By  this  time  the  deep  water 
produced  by  the  crevasse  extended  into  the  bay  for  five-eighths  of  a 
mile.  The  work  of  bnilding  a  dam  to  encompass  this  deep  water  pro- 
gressed favorably  until  October  1, 1893,  when  it  was  interrupted  and 
damaged  by  a  severe  storm.  Work  was  continued  until  April  14, 1894, 
when  it  was  temporarily  discontinued  on  account  of  high  river.  It  was 
resumed  on  September  1,  1894,  and  on  October  7  and  8, 1894,  another 
violent  storm  damaged  the  work  so  badly  that  the  closure  of  the  crevasse 
seemed  a  hopeless  task  and  was  permanently  abandoned.  On  November 
18,  1896,  the  crevasse  was  2,230  feet  wide  and  has  not  materially 
increased  since. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  February  26,  1897,  appropriated 
$250,000  for  the  closure  of  this  crevasse^ 

The  approved  project,  under  this  appropriation,  calls  for  a  dam  6,650 
feet  long,  in  two  sections,  1,900  and  4,760  feet  in  length,  respectively, 
which  form  an  angle  of  112^  at  a  distance  of  3,000  feet  below  the  mouth 
of  the  crevasse. 

A  contract  for  the  work  was  approved  Deceml)er  10, 1897* 

The  contractors  were  much  delayed  in  commencing  the  work  on 
account  of  quarantine  restrictions.  The  work  of  driving  piles  began 
December  14, 1897,  and  on  January  27, 1898,  there  was  2,400  feet  of  the 
dam  completed.  By  this  time  the  river  had  reached  a  stage  of  9.5  feet 
on  Carrollton  gauge,  and  the  current  became  so  strong  as  to  render  fur- 
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tber  prosecution  of  the  work  difficult,  and  it  was  discontinued  until  the 
river  should  again  be  at  a  low  stage. 

Ou  the  morning  of  January  27,  1898,  the  dam  gave  away  at  one 
locality  and  75  feet  of  it  was  quickly  washed  out.  On  January  31, 
1898,  the  break  was  123  feet  wide;  on  February  7, 372  feet;  on  February 
14,  432  feet;  on  February  26,  438  feet,  from  which  time  to  April  2  it 
remained  unchanged,  when  it  became  462  feet  wide.  The  width  of  the 
break  on  June  23, 1898,  was  492^  feet. 

On  May  1  the  extreme  east  end  of  the  work  began  to  anderinine,  and 
29)^  feet  has  been  lost  from  that  end. 

This  makes  a  total  of  522  feet  of  complete  work  which  has  been  lost, 
leaving  1,878  feet  now  in  place. 

As  the  river  is  now  falling,  the  contractors  will  probably  resume 
work  in  a  short  time. 

Surrey  of  Southtcest  Pass,  Mississippi  River, — Act  approved  February 
17, 1898,  provides  for  a  survey  and  report,  by  a  Board  of  Engineer 
Officers,  upon  the  practicability  of  securing  a  channel  of  adequate 
width  and  of  35  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
throughout  Southwest  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

For  the  purpose  of  making  this  survey  the  sum  of  $10,000  was  allotted 
from  the  appropriation  for  closing  crevasse  in  Pass  a  Loutre,  Mississippi 
Kiver. 

The  snrvey  was  begun  on  March  24, 1898,  and  practically  completed 
on  April  15, 1898.  A  small  party  was  then  organized  to  obtain  daily 
discharge  measurements  of  Southwest  Pass,  accompanied  by  measure- 
ments of  the  other  two  passes  as  frequently  as  possible.  The  field 
work  of  the  survey  is  now  being  platted  and  reduced  in  office  and  the 
report  of  results  will  be  duly  submitted  when  received. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  anexpended $250,000.00 

June  3Qy  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 70, 672. 82 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 179,327.18 

July  1, 1898,  out8tanding  liabilities $8,711.80 

Jnly  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 121, 496. 04 

130, 207. 84 

July  1,1898,  balance  available.... 49,119.34 

(See  Appendix  TJ  13.) 

14,  Removing  suulen  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  navi- 
gation.— An  allotment  of  $1,500  was  made  for  removing  a  sunken  barge 
iu  Lake  Pontchartrain,  and  contract  for  its  removal  was  approved  May 
1, 1897.  Operations  were  commenced  May  5, 1897,  and  completed  July 
^,  1897. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898, 
was  $441Ji3. 

(See  Appendix  U  14.) 

PLAN  AICD   ESTIMATE  OF   COST    OF   IMPROVEMENT    OF    HOMOOHITTO 

BIVEB,  MISSISSIPPI. 

The  plan  and  estimate  of  cost  of  improvement  of  Homochitto  Biver, 
Mississippi,  from  and  including  its  mouth  to  the  Yazoo  and  Mississippi 
Valley  Kailroad,  required  by  concurrent  resolution  passed  the  House 
of  Bepre^sentatives  March  17, 1898,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Senate  March 
21, 1898,  was  submitted  April  1, 1898. 

Mfy.  James  B.  Quinn,  Corps  of  Engineers,  estimated  that  the  obstruct- 
ing snags  and  impending  trees  can  be  cleared  out  so  as  to  give  naviga- 
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tion  on  tbis  river  between  its  mouth  and  the  Yazoo  and  Mississippi 
Valley  Railroad  for  boats  drawing  not  more  than  6  feet  of  water  for 
the  snm  of  $16,000. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  aod  printed  in  House  Doe. 
Ko.  404,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
U  15.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CERTAIN  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  TEXAS. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Ool.  A.  lif ,  Miller,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  to  September  10, 1897,  with  Capt.  Charles  S.  Bich4,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  under  his  immediate  orders;  in  the  charge  of  Captaon 
Bich6  from  September  10, 1897,  to  June  16, 1898,  and  of  M^.  James  B. 
Quinn,  Corps  of  Engiueers,  since  that  date,  the  officers  in  charge  having 
under  their  immediate  orders  Lieut  Harry  Burgess,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
since  April  11, 1898. 

i.  Galveston  Harhor^  Texas. — Galveston  harbor  embraces  an  anchor- 
age area  of  over  1,960  acres,  of  which  1,500  acres  has  a  depth  of  more 
than  20  feet,  and  460  acres  has  a  depth  of  more  than  30  feet.  It  affords 
vessels  excellent  shelter  from  storms.  Waterways  connect  it  with 
Houston  and  with  Brazos  Biver. 

The  entrance  to  this  harbor  was  originally  obstructed  by  two  bars, 
known  as  the  inner  and  outer.  The  natural  depth  on  the  inner  bar  was 
about  9^  feet,  and  on  the  outer  bar  about  12  feet.  These  shallow  depths 
prevented  all  but  the  lightest  draft  vessels  from  using  the  harbor,  and 
necessitated  the  lighterage  of  cargoes  to  the  larger  vessels  anchored  in 
tixe  deep  water  beyond  the  outer  bar. 

Prior  to  1874  the  projects  for  improving  this  harbor  related  to  dredging 
operations  on  a  small  scale,  and  were  only  expected  to  afford  temporary 
relief  to  navigation. 

The  original  project  for  the  permanent  improvement  of  this  harbor 
was  adopted  June  23, 1874,  and  contemplated  the  construction  of  jetties, 
which  were  exx)ected  to  deepen  the  channel  on  tiie  bar  to  18  feet,  the 
cost  being  estimated  at  $1,759,400.  (Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  1874.  p..  722  et  seq.)  The  method  used  in  jetty  construc- 
tion having  proved  unsatisfactory,  the  subject  of  the  improvement  was 
referred  to  a  Board  of  Engineers,  which,  on  June  7, 1880,  formulated  a 
modified  project  which  also  contemplated  the  building  of  jetties  at  a  cost 
of  $1,825,813.  It  was  expected  that,  upon  their  completion,  a  least 
depth  of  25  feet  would  be  obtained  on  the  outer  bar.  (Annual  Beport 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1880,  p.  1221  et  sea.)  On  ^February  20, 
1886,  a  Board  of  Engineers  again  considered  the  subject  of  this  improve- 
ment and  adopted  a  modified  project  which  had  in  view  a  possible  depth  ^ 
of  30  feet,  by  constructing  the  jetties  to  a  height  of  5  feet  above  mean 
low  tide  and  extending  them  to  the  30-fbot  contour  in  the  Gulf,  and  to 
supplement  the  action  of  the  tidal  scour  by  dredging.  The  estimated 
cost  of  this  revised  project  was  $7,000,000,  in  suldition  to  sums  pre- 
viously spent,  which  amounted  to  $1,478,000,  making  the  aggregate 
cost  of  this  improvement  $8,478,000.  (Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of 
Engiueers  for  1886,  p.  1294  et  seq.) 

The  total  amount  expended  under  the  foregoing  plans  to  June  30, 
1897,  was  $7,901,364:89,  with  an  additional  sum  of  $100,000,  subscribed 
by  the  city  of  Galveston  ui  1883. 

This  expenditore  resulted  in  a  depth  of  24|  feet  at  mean  low  tide 
on  the  outer  bar,  an  increase  of  12f  feet  since  work  began,  and  a  depth 
of  25}  feet  at  niveau  low  tide  on  the  inner  bar,  an  increase  of  15^  feet 
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during  the  same  period.  Tl^is  inoreased  depth  of  water  enables  vessels 
to  load  to  their  full  eapacity  at  the  Galveston  wliarves,  thereby  making 
the  lighterage  of  cargoes  no  longer  necessary. 

The  expenditure  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  was 
$349,801.58,  and  resulted  in  a  further  deepening  of  the  water  on  the 
outer  bar  to  25^  feet  and  on  the  inner  bar  to  26  feet,  also  in  a  widening 
and  straightening  of  the  channel  between  the  jetties. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  the  completed  south  jetty  extended 
35,603  feet.  On  the  same  date  the  completed  north  jetty  extended  a 
diatmce  of  25,907  feet. 

Ooramerce  has  been  greatly  benefited  by  the  improvement  of  this 
harbor,  as  shown  by  the  increased  size  and  tonnage  of  the  vessels  using 
the  iK>rt  and  in  the  large  increase  (1,720,242  tons)  in  the  amount  of 
freight  handled. 

The  total  amount  of  ocean  commerce  transported  to  and  from  Galves- 
ton during  the  fiscal  year  was:  Cotton  and  cotton  products,  630,590 
tons;  grain,  359,097  tons;  coal,  169,002  tons;  wool,  6,406  tons;  ore, 
3^0  tons;  sugar,  7  tons;  and  general  merchandise,  1,761,592  tons. 

It  will  be  necessary,  for  a  time  at  least,  to  maintain  a  dredge  at  Gal- 
veston to  remove  any  shoaling  that  may  take  place  in  the  improved 
channel,  and  it  is  estimated  that  $50,000  will  be  required  during  the 
next  fiscal  year  for  the  maintenance  and  operation  of  the  drodge 
belonging  to  this  improvement. 

Joly  I9 1897,  balance  anexpended $576,935.11 

Jnne  90, 18S«,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 849, 801. 58 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 227,133.63 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabUlties 14,840.95 

July  1, 1898,  balance  avanable 212,292.58 

{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  Jnne  30, 
190Q»  for  operating  dredge  in  maintaining  channel  between  the  jetties    50, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  rerjuirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  suudry  ciyil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  V 1.) 

2.  Ship  channel  in  Galveston  Bay^  Texas, — Galveston  Bay  is  a  large 
body  of  water,  covering  an  area  of  about  455  square  miles,  and  is  situ- 
ated north  of  the  eastern  end  of  Oalveston  Island  and  of  Bolivar 
Feninsala.  It  is  connected  with  the  Qulf  of  Mexico  by  Bolivar  Chan- 
nely  and  merges  into  West  Galveston  Bay  at  its  southwestern  extremity. 
Several  rivers  and  bayous  empty  into  the  northern  portion,  and  it  was 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  commerce  of  those  streams  an  outlet  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  that  the  dredging  of  a  channel  through  the  bay 
was  undertaken.  The  natural  depth  along  the  line  of  the  proposed 
channel  varied  from  4  to  8^  feet. 

The  project,  adopted  June  10, 1872,  proposed  dredging  a  channel  100 
feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  across  Bed  Fish  and  Cloppers  bars,  at  a  cost 
of  162,805.  (Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1871,  p.  533 
et  seq.)  The  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  14, 1876,  provided  for  a 
survey  for  a  ship  channel  through  Galveston  Bay  from  12  feet  of  water 
in  the  mouth  of  San  Jacinto  Elver  to  12  feet  of  water  in  Galveston 
Channel.  This  survey  resulted  in  a  modified  project  being  adopted 
on  May  21, 1877,  which  had  in  view  the  dredging  of  a  channel  100  feet 
wide  at  bottom  and  12  feet  deep  through  Galveston  Bay  from  the 
lower  end  of  Morgan  Gut  to  Bolivar  Ohannel,  the  cost  being  estimated 
at  $446,326.42.    (Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1877, 
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p.  456  et  seq.)  In  1888  this  amount  was  increased  to  $740,108.22,  the 
former  estimate  having  been  found  to  be  inadequate,  (Annual  Report 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1888,  p.  1280  et  seq.)  On  May  4, 1892, 
the  United  States  purchased  the  "Morgan  Out  and  Oanal,^  5.43  miles 
long,  from  the  Buffalo  Bayou  Ship  Ohaunel  Oompany,  for  the  sum  of 
$92,316.85.  This  addition  of  5.43  miles  to  the  length  of  the  ship  chan- 
nel made  necessary  a  further  revision  in  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
improvement.  The  amount  was  increased  to  $896,175.44,  which,  added 
to  the  amount  paid  for  the  Morgan  Out  and  Oanal,  made  the  total  cost 
$988,492.29.  In  addition,  it  was  estimated  that  an  annual  sum  of 
$100,000  would  probably  be  required  for  maintenance  after  completion 
of  the  channel.  (Annual  Beport  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers  for  1892, 
p.  1536  et  seq.) 

The  amount  expended  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane 
30,  1897,  was  $800,328.16. 

At  that  time  a  channel  having  a  least  depth  of  8^  feet  and  width  of 
100  feet  was  available  from  Bolivar  Ohannel  to  the  Morgan  Oanal. 

No  work  was  done  during  the  fiscal  year,  owing  to  the  fact  that  1Sie 
depth  of  water  in  the  ship  channel  was  greater  than  that  found  in 
Buffalo  Bayou  immediately  at  and  below  Houston,  and  was  all  that  was 
demanded  by  the  draft  of  vessels  navigating  this  channel,  Oougress 
having  also  indicated,  in  an  act  approv^  February  1, 1897,  a  possible 
intention  of  again  amending  the  project  so  as  to  obtain  a  least  depth 
of  25  feet  in  the  ship  channel. 

A  gradual  shoaling  takes  place  along  this  channel  when  work  is  sus- 
pended. A  survey  made  in  March,  1897,  gave  a  least  depth  of  8  feet 
along  the  channel  line. 

On  the  26th  of  July,  1897,  a  Board  met  in  Houston  for  the  ^^examina- 
tion and  survey  for  a  water  route  from  the  mouth  of  the  jetties  at  the 
city  of  Oalveston,  Tex.,  through  the  ship  channel  and  up  Bufi'alo  Bayou 
to  Houston,  Tex."  The  report  of  this  Board  is  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No,  99,  Fifty-fifth  Oougress,  second  session;  it  is  also  submitted  here- 
with as  Appendix  V  9. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  this  Board  that  the  interests  involved  justify 
the  improvement  proposed,  at  a  cost  of  $4,000,000,  with  cost  for  main- 
tenance of  $100,000  annually. 

The  largest  part  of  the  commerce  of  Buffalo  Bayou  and  Trinity  Biver 
is  carried  through  the  ship  channel  to  the  deep  water  at  Oalveston. 
Detailed  statements  giving  character  and  amounts  will  be  found  in  the 
respective  reports  on  those  streams. 

Jaly  1^  1897y  balance  nnezpended $48,088.69 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 48,688.00 

(See  Appendix  V  2.) 

3.  Operating  and  care  of  Morgan  Oanalj  Texas. — The  expenses  of 
caring  for  this  canal  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897, 
amounted  to  $360,  which  was  paid  from  the  permanent-indefinite 
appropriation  provided  by  section  4,  act  of  July  5, 1884.  A  statement 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  local  engineer  officer  shows  the  items  of 
expenditure. 

(See  Appendix  V  3.) 

4.  Ohannel  in  West  Galveston  Bay^  Texas. — West  Oalveston  Bay  is  a 
body  of  water  covering  about  39  square  miles,  and  lies  between  Oal- 
veston Island  and  the  mainland.  It  extends  from  Oalveston  Bay  to 
the  west  end  of  Oyster  Bay,  and  is  connected  with  the  Oulf  of  Mexico 
by  San  Luis  Pass,  at  the  western  extremity  of  Oalveston  Island,  and 


RIVEB  AND  HARBOR  IMPROVEMENTS.  285 

with  tbe  Brazos  Biver  by  the  Galveston  and  Brazos  Ganal.    The  nat- 
ural depth  of  the  bay  was  from  2^  to  3  feet. 

The  project  for  improving  the  bay  was  adopted  on  June  13, 1892, 
and  consisted  in  widening,  deepening,  and  straightening  the  channel 
so  as  to  give  a  width  of  200  feet  and  a  least  depth  of  3^  feet  from  Gal- 
veston Bay  to  San  Luis  Pass  and  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  3  feet 
deep  along  Christmas  Point  in  Oyster  Bay,  both  channels  to  be  prop- 
erly defined  by  beacons.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  improvement  was 
$28,99a80.  (Annnal  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1892,  p.  1556 
et  seq.)  On  Jaly  8, 1896,  authority  was  given  to  modify  the  project 
so  as  to  afibrd  a  depth  of  5  feet,  provided  the  cost  of  the  work  was  not 
increased. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $19,750.97. 

This  ezi>enditure  resulted  in  an  unobstructed  channel  100  feet  wide 
and  from  3  to  3^  feet  deep  from  Galveston  Bay  to  the  Galveston  and 
Brazos  Canal.    Beacons  were  also  erected  to  define  the  channel. 

^No  work  was  done  during  the  fiscal  year,  for  the  reason  that  a  greater 
depth  of  water  existed  in  the  bay  than  was  found  in  the  Galveston  and 
Brazos  Canal,  which  is  owned  by  a  private  corporation  having  the 
right  to  charge  tolls,  and  through  which  all  vessels  plying  between 
Galveston  and  the  Brazos  Eiver  usually  pass. 

The  amount  ($25)  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  was  applied  to 
payment  of  account  for  collecting  commercial  statistics  for  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1897. 

The  amount  of  freight  carried  through  the  bay  during  the  year  was 
11,286  tons,  of  which  3,085  tons  was  cotton  and  8,200  tons  was  general 
merchandise. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $5,249.03 

June  A,  lS96y  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 25.00 

Jnly  1, 189S,  balance  unexpended 5,224.03 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 4, 000. 00 
Amounttbatcanbeprofitabiy  expended  in  fiHcalyearendingJuneSOy  1900      4,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  witb  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
hnrbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jane  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  V  4.) 

5.  Trinity  Biver^  Texas, — The  improvement  of  this  stream  has  been 
limited  to  that  portion  lying  between  the  month  and  Liberty  at  the 
Lead  of  tide  water,  a  distance  of  39  miles.  The  river  empties  into  Gal- 
veston Bay  through  several  mouths  or  passes,  opposite  each  of  which  a 
bar  existed  on  which  the  depth  of  water  did  not  exceed  34  feet  at  mean 
low  tide. 

The  project  adopted  for  this  improvement  on  Jnne  18, 1878,  consisted 
in  the  removal  of  snags  from  the  river  below  Liberty  and  in  dredging 
a  channel  80  feet  wide  by  0  feet  deep  across  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of 
the  pass  then  in  use  by  vessels.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  work  was 
922,58L40.  (Annual  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1873,  p.  685 
et  seq.)  On  May  4, 1889,  an  amended  project  was  adopted.  It  con- 
templated the  erection  of  two  parallel  jetties  at  the  mouth  known  as 
the  Middle  Pass,  placed  about  275  feet  apart,  and  extending  about 
7y750  feet  into  Galveston  Bay;  also  in  closing  the  other  two  principal 
passes  by  submerged  dams,  the  object  being  to  create  and  maintain  a 
channel  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  tide  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The 
revised  cost  of  the  improvement  was  placed  at  $89,500.  (Annual 
Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1889,  p.  1557  et  seq.) 
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The  amoant  expended  on  fins  improvement  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  Jane  30,  1897,  was  $69,329.76. 

At  that  date  the  west  jetty  had  been  completed,  its  length  being 
7,359  feet,  and  a  channel  100  feet  wide  by  5  feet  deep  had  been  secored 
at  the  month  of  the  river. 

ISTo  work  wae  done  daring  the  fiscal  year,  for  the  reason  that  there 
was  snffloient  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  at  the  month  to  accommodate 
all  vessels  navigating  the  river,  and  because  by  a  retention  of  the  avail- 
able funds  until  a  sufficient  amount  had  accumulated  to  complete  the 
work  the  east  jetty  could  be  more  economically  constructed. 

The  amount  ($115)  expended  during  the  year  was  applied  to  remov- 
ing a  log  jam  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  payment  of  account  for 
collecting  commercial  statistics  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897. 

The  total  amount  of  freight  carried  during  the  fiscal  year  between 
Wallisville  and  the  mouth  was  9,858  tons,  of  which  79  tons  was  cotton. 
8,747  tons  was  lumber,  386  tons  was  coal,  86  tons  was  stock,  and  561 
tons  was  general  merchandise. 

July  1, 1897, balance  unexpended $7,670.24 

Jane  30, 189KB,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 115. 00 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 7,555.24 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 15, 500. 00 

Amountthatoan  be  profitably  expendedin  tiscalyear  ending  June 30,1900  8, 000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  V  6.) 

6,  Buffalo  BayoUy  Texas. — This  is  a  tide- water  stream  emptjring  into 
the  San  Jacinto  River  at  Lyuchbnrg,  about  25  miles  below  Honston.  It 
is  one  link  in  the  waterway  connecting  Houston  with  Galveston  and  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  other  links  being  the  Sau  Jacinto  Biver  and  the 
ship  channel  in  Galveston  Bay.  In  its  natnral  state  the  bayon,  between 
Houston  and  Simms  Bayou,  a  distance  of  11  miles,  was  narrow  and  tor- 
tuous and  had  a  depth  in  many  places  of  not  more  than  5  feet;  the  chan- 
nel was  also  obstructed  by  shoals,  logs,  and  overhanging  trees;  below 
Simms  Bayou  it  was  wide  and  deep  and  required  but  little  or  no 
improvement. 

On  March  3, 1881,  a  project  was  adopted  for  improving  this  bayou, 
the  object  being  to  straighten  the  channel,  widen  it  to  100  feet,  deepen 
it  to  12  feet,  and  to  remove  snch  snags,  logs,  and  overhanging  trees  as 
were  obstructions  to  navigation.  The  cost  was  estimated  at  $^,299.75. 
(Annual  Keport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1881,  p.  1344  et  seq.) 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $209,736.38. 

This  expenditure  resulted  in  an  unobstructed  channel,  10  feet  deep 
and  at  least  100  feet  wide,  ft*om  Houston  to  the  mouth. 

"So  work  was  done  during  the  fiscal  year,  as  Congress  by  act  approved 
Febrnary  1, 1897,  indicated  a  possible  intention  of  amending  the  project 
so  as  to  provide  a  channel  not  less  than  25  feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide 
from  Houston  to  Galveston,  and  a  harbor  at  or  near  Honston  500  feet 
wide  by  26  feet  deep. 

A  survey  of  the  bayou  made  in  March,  1897,  gave  a  least  depth  in 
the  channel  of  '.^^  feet,  except  directly  at,  and  for  a  short  distance  below, 
the  city  of  Houston,  where  considerable  shoaling  had  occurred,  due  to 
surface  wash  and  sewage  from  the  city. 

On  the  26th  of  July,  1897,  a  Board  met  in  Houston  for  the  "  exami- 
nation and  survey  for  a  water  route  from  the  mouth  of  the  jetties  at  the 
city  of  Galveston,  Tex.,  through  the  ship  channel  and  up  Buffalo  Bayou 
to  Honston,  Tex*^    The  report  of  this  Board  is  printed  in  House  Doc. 
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Ko.  99,  Fifty-fifth  Oongress,  second  session,  and  is  also  submitted  here- 
with as  Appendix  Y  9. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  this  Board  that  the  interests  involved  justify 
the  improvement  proposed  at  a  cost  of  $4,000,000,  with  cost  for  mainte- 
nanoe  of  $100,000  aimaally. 

The  sum  of  $401.26  was  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  in  payment 
of  expenses  of  this  Board  and  for  collectiDg  commercial  statistics. 

The  total  amount  of  commerce  brought  down  the  bayou  during  the 
fiscal  year  amounted  to  160,468  tons,  an  increase  of  31,414  tons  over 
last  year.  Of  this,  128,506  tons  was  cotton,  12,595  tons  was  cotton  prod* 
nets,  4,758  tons  was  coal,  4,440  tons  was  lumber,  7,028  tons  was  build- 
ing material,  and  3,141  tons  was  general  merchandise. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  anezpended $19,013.62 

June  30, 1896,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 401.26 

Jnly  1, 1896,  balance  nnexpended 18,612.36 

(See  Appendix  V  6.) 

7.  Brazos  Eiver,  Texas. — ^This  improvement  is  at  present  limited  to 
that  portion  of  the  river  lying  between  Richmond  and  Velasco,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  89  miles;  its  low- water  level  is  affected  by  the  Oulf  tide 
as  far  up  as  Bolivar  Landing,  40  miles  above  Velasco.  The  course  of 
the  river  is  tortuous,  and  the  channel  was  obstructed  by  shoals  and 
snags. 

The  project  for  improvement  was  adopted  June  3, 1896,  and  consisted 
iB  the  removal  of  snags  and  overhanging  trees.  It  was  estimated  that 
$10,000  would  put  this  portion  of  the  river  in  a  good  navigable  condi- 
tion at  ordinary  stages,  and  that  an  annual  expenditure  of  $2,500  would 
keep  it  in  this  condition.  (Annual  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers 
for  1895,  p.  1838  et  seq.) 

No  work  has  been  done  under  this  project,  owing  to  the  un&vorable 
stages  of  water  in  the  river. 

'Hie  sum  of  $20  was  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  in  payment  of 
account  for  collecting  commercial  statistics  for  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30J1897. 

The  amount  of  freight  carried  between  Velasco  and  Richmond  was 
15,435  tons,  divided  as  follows:  Cotton,  3,785  tons;  cotton  seed,  8,000 
tons;  cattle,  2,200  tons;  lumber,  500  tons,  and  general  merchandise, 
960  tons. 

July  1, 1S97,  balanoe  nnexpended $5,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 20. 00 

Jaly  1, 1896,  balance  nnexpended 4,960.00 

{Amonnt  (eetiniated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 5, 000. 00 
Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  u  ne  30, 1900     5, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
hArboT  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  V  7.) 

SURVEYS  MABS  IN  COMPLIANOE  WITH  SUNDRY  OIYIL  ACT  OF  JUNE  4, 
1897,  ACT  OF  FEBBUABY  1,  1897,  AND  JOINT  BESOLUTION  OF 
COHaBBSS  OF  MABOH  5,  1898. 

The  snrveys  of  the  followiDg  localities,  required  by  the  sundry  civil 
act  of  June  4, 1897,  act  of  February  1, 181)7,  and  joint  resolution  of 
Congress  of  March  5, 1898,  were  made,  and  reports  thereon  submitted: 

i.  Estimates  of  cost  of  opening  a  channel  6  feet  in  depth  through  the 
bar  at  the  mouth  of  Double  Bayou,  on  the  east  side  of  Galveston  Bay^ 
Texiw.— March  16, 1898,  Oapt,  O.  S.  Eicli^,  Corps  of  Engineet^,  «aV 
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mitted  report,  with  map,*  required  by  joint  resolution  of  Congress  of 
March  5,  1898,  which  authorizes  and  directs  the  Secretary  of  War — 

to  snbmit  estimates  of  the  cost  of  opening  a  channel  through  the  bar  at  the  mouth 
of  Doable  Bayou,  on  the  east  side  of  Galveston  Bay,  in  the  county  of  Chanibers  and 
State  of  Texas,  such  channel  to  be  6  feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide,  beginning  at  a 
point  in  Trinity  or  Galveston  Bay  where  the  depth  shoals  to  6  feet,  and  creating  a 
channel  of  this  depth  to  a  ]  oint  of  6  feet  depth  in  Double  Bayou,  the  entire  dis- 
tance not  to  exceed  1,200  yards,  all  as  shown  by  maps  and  surveys  made  in  compU- 
ance  with  the  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  17  [18],  1894,  and 
submitted  to  Congress  under  date  of  November  29,  1895;  and  in  making  the  fore- 
going estimate  the  cost  shall  be  estimated  for  a  channel  created  by  permanent  walla, 
also  by  the  process  of  dredging  alone. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August 
18, 1894,  does  not  provide  for  a  survey  of  this  locality,  but  a  survey  of 
the  mouth  of  this  bayou  was  made  in  accordance  with  provisions  of  the 
river  and  harbor  act  of  September  19, 1890,  and  that  is  supposed  to  be 
the  act  to  which  reference  was  intended  in  the  above  joint  resolution. 

The  most  recent  survey  of  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Double  Bayou 
shows  that  the  distance  from  a  depth  of  6  feet  in  Galveston  Bay  to  a 
depth  of  6  feet  in  Double  Bayou  is  nearly  2,200  yards,  and  the  estimates 
submitted  are  intended  to  cover  the  cost  of  improvement  throughout 
such  distance. 

The  cost  of  obtaining  the  required  depth,  as  outlined  in  the  report^ 
is  estimated  at  $20,000,  which  does  not  include  the  cost  of  maintenance. 
To  protect  the  clay  embankment  from  wave  action  $7,000 .  additional 
would  be  necessary;  but  it  is  thought  that  it  would  be  more  satisfactory 
to  redredge  the  channel  when  it  should  begin  to  shoal,  and  that  the 
deposits  on  the  bank  from  this  second  dredging  would  make  it  more 
nearly  stable. 

The  construction  of  permanent  walls,  such  as  are  mentioned  in  the 
resolution,  would  necessitate  the  use  of  riprap;  and  even  then  some 
dredging  would  also  be  required,  as  it  is  unlikely  that  the  scour  from 
Double  Bayou  would  produce  the  desired  depth  unaided.  The  cost  of 
the  work,  if  done  according  to  this  latter  method,  is  estimated  at 
$80,000. 

Captian  Bich6  states  that  with  a  Oovernment  dredge  available  of 
the  character  proposed  for  the  Houston  ship  channel  by  the  Board  of 
Engineers  in  their  report  contained  in  House  Doc.  No.  99,  Fifty-fifth 
Congress,  second  session,  the  dredging  at  Double  Bayou  could  be  done 
in  about  ten  days,  at  a  cost  of  not  over  $4,000,  and  that  the  cost  of 
maintenance  by  redredging  would  be  small. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No.  387,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  V  8.) 

2,  Examination  and  survey  for  a  channel  from  the  mouth  of  the  jetties 
at  Galvestonj  Tex.j  through  the  existing  ship  channel  and  up  Buffalo 
Bayou  to  Houston,  and  for  a  harbor  at  or  near  Houston. — The  Board  of 
Oflficers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  constituted  to  make  the  examination 
and  report  called  for  in  the  a<5t  of  Congress  of  February  1,  1897,  sub- 
mitted its  report  of  survey  November  3,  1897. 

The  Board  is  of  opinion  that  in  the  first  division  of  this  water  route 
(through  Galveston  Bay,  including  the  Morgan  Canal)  the  width  of 
channel  should  be  150  feet,  with  slopes  such  as  the  material  may  assume, 
varying  irom  1  on  2  to  1  on  4,  and  that  to  do  this  dredging  economically 
and  within  reasonable  time  the  construction  of  two  large  suction  dredges 
is  deemed  necessary,  their  estimated  cost  being  $100,000  each.  For  the 
second  division  (from  north  end  of  Morgan  Canal  to  Harrisburg)  the 

*Not  printed.    Printed  in  House  Doo.  No.  387,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session. 
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Board  recommends  a  width  of  channel  limited  to  100  feet.  In  the  third 
division  (between  Harrisbnrg  and  Honston)  the  removal  of  at  least  one 
bend  by  a  cut-off  will  be  required,  and  the  straightening  and  widening 
of  others  is  proposed.  It  is  also  proposed  to  remove  the  point  just  below 
the  San  Antonio  and  Aransas  Pass  Bridge  and  to  widen  the  channel  at 
tiie  mouth  of  White  Oak  Bayou  in  Houston. 
The  cost  of  this  work  is  estimated  by  the  Board  as  follows: 

First  divisioDy  including  constraotion  of  two  saotion  dredges $1, 100, 000 

Second  division 900,000 

Third  division 1,700,000 

Administiiition  and  contingencies 800,000 

Making  a  total  of 4,000,000 

The  estimated  cost  of  maintenance  is  $100,000  annually. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  the  interests  involved  justify  the 
improvement  proposed. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Oongress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No.  99,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  V  9.) 

3.  Report  of  Board  ^Engineers  on  examination  of  character  and  value 
of  improvements  made  at  the  Pass  of  Aransas j  Texas^  by  the  Aransas  Pass 
Rarhor  Company. — November  22, 1897,  the  Board  of  Engineers  appointed 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ascertain  the  character  and  value  of  the 
improvements  made  at  Aransas  Pass,  Texas,  by  the  Aransas  Pass 
Harbor  Company  submitted  report  required  by  the  sundry  civil  act  of 
Jane  4, 1897. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No.  137,  Mfty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  V 10.) 

The  local  officer  was  also  charged  with  the  duty  of  making  a  survey 
of  Oalveston  Bay  and  Harbor j  Texas^  and  report  of  the  results  will  be 
duly  submitted  when  received. 

WESTERN    RIVERS. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CERTAIN  RIVERS  AND  WATERWAYS  IN  LOUISIANA, 
TEXAS,  ARKANSAS,  AND  MISSISSIPPI,  TRIBUTARY  TO  MISSISSIPPI 
RIVER;  WATER  GAUGES  ON  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  AND  PRINCIPAL  TRIB- 
UTARIE8. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  J.  H.  Willard,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers.   Division  Engineeer,  Col.  Henry  M,  Kobert,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

!•  Red  River,  Louisiana  and  Arkansas, — This  improvement  was  begun 
in  1828  and  appropriations  aggregating  $535,765.50  were  made  between 
1828  and  1852.  Between  1841  and  1852  no  appropriation  was  made, 
and  a  longer  interval  elapsed  between  1852  and  1872,  during  which  the 
results  of  former  work  were  lost. 

The  present  improvement  commenced  in  1872.  At  that  time  the 
river  above  Bhreveport,  La.,  was  closed  by  the  great  raft,  32  miles 
long  and  increasing  with  each  flood;  below  Shreveport  the  river  was 
affected  seriously  by  the  gradual  enlargement  of  Tones  Bayou  outlet, 
which  depleted  the  main  channel  and  threatened  its  closure  to  naviga- 
tion; the  falls  at  Alexandria  were  impassable  at  low  stages;  snags, 
stamps,  sunken  logs,  and  leaning  timber  rendered  navigation  difficult 
and  dangerous  the  entire  length  of  the  river,  and  more  than  a  hundred 
steamboat  wrecks  lay  in  the  channel  between  Fulton,  Ark.,  and  the 
mouth. 

The  project  adopted  in  1872  contemplated  removing  the  rafb  and 
closing  Tones  Bayou.  It  has  been  amplified  since  to  include  the 
TSSQ  98 19 
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removal  of  jams,  snags,  wrecks,  leaning  timber,  etc.:  opening  and 
enlarging  the  chanuel  through  the  falls  at  Alexandria,  deepening  shoal 
places,  closing  outlets,  and  fixing  caving  banks;  to  improve  and  keep 
navigation  open  from  the  head  of  Atchafalaya  Biver,  Loaisiana,  to 
Fulton,  Ark.,  508.6  miles.  The  natare  of  the  work  requires  that  it  be 
continued  for  many  years,  and  no  estimate  for  completion  is  given  on 
this  account. 

The  amount  expended  ander  this  project  to  June  30,  1897,  was 
$1,324,976.39,  with  the  following  results:  In  the  old  raft  region  there 
flowed  in  the  course  marked  out  for  it  a  btoad  and  deep  river,  safe  at 
all  but  the  lowest  stages,  with  a  channel  constantly  scouring,  the  bot- 
tom having  gone  down  as  much  as  15  feet,  and  the  low- water  line  fol- 
lowing it  to  a  certain  extent.  In  addition  to  opening  hundreds  of 
miles  of  navigable  waterway,  the  removal  of  the  raft  drained  the  great 
valley  of  the  river  and  reclaimed  thousands  of  acres  of  productive 
lands.  Tones  Bayou  outlet  was  closing  gradually  and  the  main  chan- 
nel below  had  widened  and  scoured  until  it  carried  the  greater  portion 
of  the  discharge  at  flood,  and  navigation  of  the  stretch  formerly 
impaired  by  the  outlet  was  uninterrupted  at  the  lowest  stages.  The 
falls  at  Alexandria  had  been  made  passable  the  year  round,  an  increase 
of  about  two  months  in  the  period  of  navigation.  Persistent  snagging 
operations,  repeated  from  time  to  time,  kept  the  river  open,  prevented 
formation  of  raft,  reduced  the  dangers  of  navigation  to  a  minimum, 
and  enabled  steamboats  to  make  regular  trips.  At  very  low  stages, 
say  barely  a  foot  above  zero  on  the  Shreveport  gauge,  the  river  was 
open  to  boats  of  3  feet  draft  from  the  Atchafalaya  to  Fulton. 

The  river  and  harbor  acts  of  July  13,  1892,  and  August  18, 1894. 
provided  that  work  under  the  appropriations  of  these  acts  for  Bea 
Biver  should  be  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  Maj.  J.  H. 
WiJlard,  Corps  of  Engineers,  the  officer  in  local  charge  of  the  work. 
Major  Willard's  plans  included  the  ''  construction  of  a  substantial  sys- 
tem of  levees  to  restrain  the  greatest  floods,  either  alone  or  in  partner- 
ship with  the  riparian  States."  The  construction  of  levees  was  begun 
by  the  United  States  in  1892,  in  conjunction  with  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana and  local  levee  districts.  In  the  succeeding  three  years  the  United 
States  built,  under  appropriations  of  1892  and  1894,  8f  miles  of  new 
line  and  repaired  and  enlarged  5|  miles  of  old  work,  containing  961,499 
cubic  yards,  at  a  cost  of  $140,039.33.  No  levee  work  has  been  under- 
taken by  the  United  States  since  1896. 

In  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  snagging  operations  for  gen- 
eral improvement  of  the  river  extended  from  the  mouth  of  Black  Biver, 
Louisiana,  to  Fulton,  Ark.  One  snag  boat  was  employed  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  at  this  work,  and  during  the  period  of  lowest  water 
two  of  the  largest  snag  boats  of  the  district  worked  for  the  removal  of 
obstructions  in  the  channel.  Heavy  work  was  done  and  great  quanti- 
ties of  obstructions  were  destroyed.  The  enormous  amount  of  drift 
carried  by  Bed  Biver  and  the  accumulations  of  ages,  uncovered  by 
scour  or  disclosed  by  the  shifting  of  the  channel,  require  that  this 
work  be  repeated  year  after  year  and  prompt  action  to  prevent  raft 
formations.  Dredging  for  widening  and  straightening  the  cut  through 
the  upper  falls  at  Alexandria  was  resumed  July  15  and  completed 
September  29,  1897.  In  this  period  8,089  cubic  yards  of  rock  was 
excavated,  completing  the  project  for  work  at  Alexandria  and  provid- 
ing a  wide  and  straight  cut  6  feet  below  the  low-water  line  of  1896  (9.3 
feet  below  zero  of  the  Alexandria  gauge). 
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It  is  recommended  that  le^slative  action  be  taken  to  transfer  the 
balance  of  allotment  for  Little  River  to  the  allotment  for  general 
improvement.  The  stretch  between  Scopini  Gat-otf  and  Knox  Pointy  17^ 
miles  long,  called  Little  River,  can  be  kept  in  good  navigable  condition 
by  following  the  adopted  plan  of  occasional  work  in  connection  with 
the  general  improvement,  or  work  at  any  special  point  when  required 
for  the  immediate  needs  of  commerce;  bat  as  the  act  of  September  19, 
1890,  directed  that  the  fands  should  be  used  in  deepening  and  widening 
Little  River,  the  transfer  can  not  be  made  until  authorized  by  Congress. 

The  estimate  of  $150,000  here  presented  is  for  repairs  and  additions 
to  plant,  surveys,  snagging  work,  and  contingencies. 

Major  Willard,  the  officer  in  local  charge,  submits  an  additional 
estimate  of  $550,000  for  the  construction  of  levees.  It  is  respectfully 
recommended  that  such  an  amount  as  Congress  considers  proper  for 
expenditure  for  levee  constraction  as  a  part  of  the  improvement  of  the 
Bed  River  may  be  appropriated  or  allotted  separately  from  the  appro- 
priation or  allotment  lor  other  items  of  improvement. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpeuded $100,023.61 

June  90,  ISSKS,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 25, 497. 84 

July  1,  1898,  balance  anexpended 74,525.77 

Jnly  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 36.97 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 74,488.80 


{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  150, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  W  1.) 

2.  Red  River,  above  Fulton,  Ark. — ^Before  work  commenced  this  part 
of  Bed  River  was  obstructed  by  snags  and  piles  of  drift,  rendering 
navigation  difficult  and  hazardous.  The  project  adopted  in  1886  con- 
templated removal  of  these  obstructions,  to  afford  reasonably  safe  navi- 
gation at  high  stages  to  the  mouth  of  Kiamichi  Eiver,  Indian  Territory, 
about  138  miles  above  Fulton. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1807,  was  $18,059.56.  The  project 
of  1886  was  completed  in  1891,  at  a  cost  of  $11,774.89,  and  at  the  close 
of  that  year  it  was  recommended  that  no  further  work  be  done  unless 
a  single  appropriation  of  $10,000  should  be  granted  to  allow  the  sys- 
tematic clearing  of  the  banks  and  channel  without  interruption.  The 
small  appropriations  of  1892  and  1894  were  applied  to  maintenance  of 
the  work. 

As  there  is  no  plant  belonging  to  this  work,  and  as  it  can  not  be  let 
by  contract  advantageously,  the  officer  in  charge  was  authorized  to 
include  estimates  for  it  with  those  for  improving  Ked  Eiver,  Louisiana 
and  Arkansas,  and  to  continue  operations  with  one  of  the  snag  boats 
belonging  to  that  work.  Under  this  plan  the  snag  boat  Howell  was 
employed,  removing  obstructions  between  Fulton  and  Spanish  Blulf, 
about  64  miles  above,  from  March  22  to  April  10,  1898,  having  been 
withdrawn  on  account  of  a  rapid  fall  of  the  upper  river. 

The  commerce  of  this  part  of  Ked  Eiver  is  insignificant  at  the  present 
time,  and  the  work  done  has  had  no  perceptible  effect  upon  it.  It  con- 
sists chiefly  of  logging,  with  occasional  shipments  of  cotton,  seed,  and 
plantation  supplies  when  boats  run  above  Fulton. 
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July  1, 18d7y  balance  unexpended $3,940.44 

Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1, 300. 90 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2,639.54 

(See  Appendix  W  2.) 

3,  Cypress  BayoUj  Texas  and  Louisiana. — Oypress  Bayoa  evidently 
was  an  unnavi^able  stream  until  the  advance  of  the  Eed  Biver  raft 
above  Shreveport  had  converted  its  bottom  lands  into.reservoirs  known 
as  Fairy,  Sodo,  and  Cross  lakes.  Before  the  work  for  its  improvement 
between  Shreveport,  La.,  and  Jefferson,  Tex.,  commenced,  navigation 
was  difficult  and  dangerous  by  reason  of  bars  and  leaning  timber  in  the 
bayou  proper,  and  snags,  stumps,  fallen  timber,  and  sunken  logs  in  the 
channel  through  thQ  lakes. 

The  project  adopted  in  1872  contemplated  straightening  the  channel 
and  dredging  bars  in  Oypress  Bayou,  to  give  uniform  depth,  and  the 
removal  of  overhanging  trees,  shore  snags,  etc.,  opening  and  enlarging 
the  entrance  of  the  bayou  into  the  head  of  Fairy  Lake  by  dredging, 
removing  stumps,  snags,  sunken  logs,  and  timber  from  the  channel 
selected  down  the  lakes,  and  snags,  leaning  trees,  etc.,  in  Twelve-mile 
Bayou. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $131,133.58.  The  original 
project  was  completed  in  1880  at  a  cost  of  $94,000,  but,  owing  to  the 
temporary  nature  of  the  work,  it  had  to  be  renewed  at  intervals.  The 
last  work  for  removal  of  stumps,  snags,  and  leaning  timber  was  done 
in  1893.  No  dredging  has  been  done  since  1888.  The  removal  of  the 
Ecd  Biver  raft  and  the  closure  of  outlets  along  the  right  bank  of  that 
stream  reduced  the  water  supply  and  caused  the  lakes  to  drain  more 
rapidly,  shortening  the  period  of  navigation.  To  determine  if  naviga- 
tion could  be  permanently  improved  by  locks  or  dams,  an  extended 
survey  was  ordered  by  Congress,  which  was  completed  in  1893.  The 
plan  for  slack- water  navigation  was  not  entered  upon  by  Congress,  but 
the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1894  ap])ropriated  $10,000  ''for  dredging 
and  removing  obstrtictions  and  straightening  channel  between  Jeffer- 
son, Tex.,  and  Shreveport,  La.,"  and  the  act  of  189C  provided  $5,000 
"for  continuing  improvement."  The  project  for  expenditure  of  these 
amounts  was  approved  June  14, 1897. 

An  elevator  dredge,  belonging  to  the  plant  of  this  district,  was  towed 
from  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  and  delivered  at  Shreveport,  La.,  July  5,  1897, 
ready  to  cross  Albany  Flats  on  the  first  sufficiently  high  stage  and 
begin  work  under  the  project ;  but  during  the  ensuing  twelve  months 
there  was  no  stage  of  water  high  enough  for  the  purpose.  In  the 
twenty-six  years  in  which  readings  of  the  Shreveport  gauge  have  been 
maintained,  this  is  the  first  time  that  twelve  months  has  elapsed  with- 
out a  rise  sufficient  to  put  the  dredge  across  the  flats,  with  one  excep- 
tion— the  fiscal  year  1894-95 — which,  however,  was  followed  by  a  flood 
stage  in  July,  1895.  In  January,  1808,  after  a  rise  of  Eed  Biver  had 
set  in  and  there  was  reasonable  probability  of  getting  the  dredge  from 
Shreveport  into  Sodo  Lake,  the  small  U.  S.  snag  boat  Columbia  was 
added  to  the  plant  at  Shreveport,  as  a  tender  for  the  dredge,  and  since 
then  necessary  repairs  and  alterations  of  the  boats  were  made.  If 
there  should  be  no  high  stage  in  July,  the  gauge  records  show  that 
none  may  be  expected  before  next  January,  and,  in  such  event,  it  is 
proposed  to  send  a  party  over  the  route  at  low  water,  to  blow  up  stumps, 
cut  leaning  timber,  etc 

The  work  done  since  1886  had  no  permanent  effect  upon  the  commerce 
between  Jefferson  and  Shreveport,  which  dwindled  to  insignificance. 
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The  maintenance  of  the,  water  roate  doubtless  would  act  more  as  a 
eheck  upon  freight  rates  than  as  a  means  of  transportation. 

Jaly  1, 1S97,  balance  anexpended $14,567.75 

Jane 90, 189Sy amoiint expended  during  fiscal  year  3,525.57 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 11, 042. 18 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilitlea 19.11 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1 11,023.07 

(See  Appendix  W  3.) 

4.  Ouachita  and  BUkck  fivers^  Arkansas  and  Louisiana, — ^The  improve- 
ment of  Ouachita  Biver  was  commenced  in  1871.  Black  Bi  ver,  5U  miles 
long,  connecting  Ouachita  with  Bed  Biver,  was  added  under  the  same 
bes^  of  appropriation  by  act  of  1884.  The  original  project  contem- 
plated temporary  improvement  of  the  Ouachita  from  Arkadelphia,  Ark., 
to  Trinity,  La.,  by  removal  of  snags,  etc.,  and  dredging  the  worst  bars. 
In  1872  a  project  for  improvement  by  locks  and  dams  was  entered  upon, 
but  it  was  abandoned  in  1874  for  various  reasons,  the  chief  one  being 
that  the  locks  would  be  idle  at  the  time  intended  for  use  until  a  perma- 
nent improvement  should  be  obtained  at  the  mouth  of  Bed  Biver.  The 
project  under  which  work  has  continued  since  1874  contemplates  the 
removal  of  snags,  logs,  wrecks,  leaning  timber,  etc.,  below  Camden, 
Ark.,  350  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Black  Biver,  and  the  improvement 
of  shoal  places  by  dams  and  dredging.  No  estimate  of  cost  is  given, 
as  the  nature  of  the  work  requires  that  it  be  continuous. 

The  total  amount  expended  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $455,687.05.  The 
amount  expended  under  the  project  of  1874  was  $324,330.17.  The  iron- 
hull  snag  boat  Wagner  was  purchased  for  the  work  in  1875  and  the  small 
wooden  snag  boat  Columbia  in  1888.  Operations  were  carried  on  when- 
ever funds  were  available  and  conditions  favorable,  and  consisted  chiefly 
in  removing  snags^  logs,  wrecks,  and  tree  slides  in  the  channel  and  lean- 
ing timber  along  the  banks.  An  increased  depth  was  gained  at  some 
shoals  in  the  upper  river  by  wing  dams  of  stone  and  brush,  the  tempo- 
rary effect  of  which,  however,  has  been  lost.  Catahoula  Shoals,  a  rock 
and  gravel  bar  20  miles  above  Trinity,  formerly  much  complained  of  by 
steamboat  men,  were  improved  x>ermanently  by  dredging,  etc.,  finished 
in  1895.  To  comply  with  requirement  of  the  act  of  1894,  a  survey  was 
commenced  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  plans  and  estimates  for  improve- 
ment by  locks  and  dams. 

During  the  period  of  low  water  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1898,  the  snag  boat  Wa^vier  worked  from  Butland  Bar  to  mouth  of  Black 
Biver,  a  distance  of  124  miles,  and  a  party  equipped  with  tools  and 
explosives  worked  from  Camden,  Ark.,  to  Monroe,  La.,  167}  miles, 
removing  obstructions  from  the  channel  and  banks.  The  stretch  of  50 
miles  below  Monroe  to  Butland  Bar  was  the  only  part  of  the  river  in 
which  nothing  was  done. 

Office  and  field  work  of  the  survey  was  continned  during  the  year 
with  good  results,  and  while  the  information  acquired  is  sufficient  to 
warrant  the  belief  that  a  slack-water  system  between  Trinity,  La.,  and 
Camden,  Ark.,  354  miles,  to  give  6^  feet  depth,  is  feasible,  it  is  not 
deemed  sufficient  for  the  preparation  of  final  plans  and  estimates  for 
a  project  for  so  large  an  expenditure  as  would  be  required,  and  which 
may  involve  the  question  of  damages  to  overflowed  lands.  It  is  desired, 
therefore,  to  make  the  survey  so  complete  that  there  shall  be  no  doubt 
about  final  conclusions,  whether  favorable  or  adverse  to  locks  and  dams. 
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July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended  ..A $46,812.95 

June  30, 18SK8,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 26, 064.68 

Jnly  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 30,748.32 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 6L19 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 20,687.13 

r Amountthatoanbeprofitabl^expendedinfiscal vearending June30, 1900    70, 000. 00 
i  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
l^    harbor  acts  of  1836  and  1867  and  of  sund^  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  W  4.) 

5.  Bayou  Bartholomew^  Louisiana  a/nd  Arkansas, — ^Befote  this  improve- 
ment was  commenced  by  the  United  States,  the  bayoa  was  so  obstracted 
by  snags,  logs,  wrecks,  leaning  timber,  etc.,  that  it  was  navigable  for 
light-draft  boats  at  high  stages  only,  or  for  about  three  months  in  the 
year,  and  even  daring  that  short  period  the  passage  was  slow,  difficolt, 
and  dangerous. 

The  project  entered  upon  in  1881  contemplated  removing  the  obstruc- 
tions to  give  safe  navigation  and  extend  the  period  thereof.  The  esti- 
mated cost  of  two  seasons'  work  between  Baxter,  Ark.,  and  the  mouth, 
about  150  miles,  was  $26,862,  but  the  appropriations  did  not  permit  the 
thorough  work  contemplated.  If  funds  had  been  provided,  the  work 
probably  could  have  been  completed  as  planned,  but  the  addition  of  new 
obstructions  each  year  would  have  necessitated  small  appropriations 
for  maintenance. 

The  amount  expended  in  the  sixteen  years  ending  June  30, 1897,  was 
$45,873.53.  The  work  of  1897  practically  completed  the  project  for 
removing  obstructions  to  navigation  between  the  mouth  of  the  bayou 
and  McGomb  Landing,  the  present  head  of  navigation,  about  125  miles 
above,  there  being  no  demand  for  navigation  from  McOorab  Landing 
to  Baxter  at  present.  The  work  since  1881  resulted  in  safer  navigation, 
increasing  the  period  to  about  six  months  of  the  year,  enabling  larger 
boats  to  make  trips  in  half  the  time  formerly  required,  and  reducing 
freight  rates  about  one-half. 

Drift,  caving  and  sliding  banks,  and  the  rapid  growth  of  vegetation 
constantly  add  new  obstructions,  which  accumulate  more  rapidly  and 
become  more  difficult  to  remove  each  year.  The  annual  cost  of  main- 
taining unobstructed  navigation  at  stages  on  which  steamboats  can  run 
is  estimated  at  $2,500.  No  provision  for  maintenance  was  made  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  and  the  work  required  daring 
the  ensuing  year  will  be  much  greater  and  the  cost  correspondingly 
increased. 

The  small  balance  available  July  1, 1897,  was  expended  in  November 
and  December,  daring  the  period  of  lowest  water,  for  removing  and 
destroying  obstructions  from  the  mouth  up  to  Point  Pleasant,  La.,  a 
distance  of  about  38  miles. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $1,126.47 

June  30,  ISSKS,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1, 126.47 


'Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^ 

1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 5,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897, 

(See  Appendix  W  5.) 

6.  Bceuf  BiveTj  Louisiana. — ^The  improvement  of  this  stream  was 
undertaken  by  the  State  of  Louisiana  more  than  half  a  century  ago. 
Before  work  commenced  by  the  United  States,  it  was  navigable  to  Point 


BIVEB  AND   HARBOR   IMPROVEMENTS.  295 

Jefferson,  La.,  at  high  water,  bat  passage  was  difficult  and  dangerous 
on  account  of  overhanging  timber,  snags,  and  logs. 

The  project  adopted  in  1881  contemplated  removing  obstructions  to 
afford  safe  navigation  at  high  stages  from  the  mouth  to  Wallace  Land- 
ing, about  15:2  miles  above.  The  closure  of  three  outlets  near  Point 
Jefferson,  to  confine  the  flow  to  the  main  channel,  was  added  to  the 
project  in  188G. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $46,671.54. 

The  project  for  removing  obstructions  to  give  safe  navigation  at  high 
stages  was  completed  in  1890,  but  the  work  is  not  permanent,  new 
obstructions  being  constantly  adde^l  by  drift,  sliding  and  caving  banks, 
and  the  rapid  growth  of  timber  along  the  banks. 

The  three  outlets  near  Point  Jefferson  were  closed  as  securely  as 
possible  with  the  funds  available  in  1887-88,  and  their  closure  gave 
immediate  benefit  to  navigation  by  confining  the  flow  to  its  natural 
course  and  scouring  the  bars  below.  The  dams  were  destroyed  during 
the  overflow  from  the  Mississippi  River  in  1890,  caused  by  breaks  in 
the  Arkansas  levees  near  the  head  waters  of  Boeuf  Eiver,  and  funds 
have  not  been  provided  for  their  restoration.  Soundings  in  1896  showed 
a  very  considerable  shoaling  below  the  outlets.  The  estimated  cost  of 
the  work  required  for  closing  them  substantially  is  $30,000.  The 
appropriation  of  $6,000  by  act  of  June  3, 1896,  has  been  held  in  abey- 
aDce  for  the  reason  that  it  was  thought  to  be  impracticable  to  advan- 
tageously apply  so  small  a  sum  to  the  work  required  to  be  done. 

No  work  was  done  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  but  it 
is  proposed  to  send  a  small  party  with  tools  and  explosives  over  the 
river  during  the  period  of  low  water  to  remove  and  destroy  obstructions 
added  since  the  last  work  was  done. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $8,328.46 

Jane  SO,  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 270. 00 

Jnly  1,  1898,  balance  nnexpended 8,058.46 

Jnly  1, 1898,  oatfltanding  liabilities .86 

Joly  1,  1898,  balance  available 8,057.60 

SAmoont  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 24,000.00 
Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  including  maintenance 12,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  W  6.) 

7.  Tensas  River  and  Bayou  MagoUy  Louisiana. — These  streams  were 
navigable  at  high  stages  before  work  was  undertaken  by  the  United 
States,  but  passage  of  steamboats  was  difficult  and  dangerous  on  account 
of  leaning  timber  and  snags,  logs,  etc.,  in  the  channel.  The  project 
for  improving  Tensas  Eiver,  adopted  in  1881,  contemplate  removing 
obstructions  between  the  mouth  and  Dallas,  about  134  miles  above,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $23,000.  Bayou  Ma9on,  the  principal  commercial 
branch,  was  added  under  the  same  head  of  appropriation  by  act  of  1884, 
and  the  project  contemplated  the  same  class  of  work  between  its  junc- 
tion with  Tensas  River  and  Floyd,  about  98  miles  above,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $17,000. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  "^0, 1897,  was  $31,019.18,  of  which  sum 
•10,623.60  was  applied  to  Tensas  liiver  and  $20,395.68  to  Bayou  Ma9on. 
With  these  expenditures  Bayou  MaQon  to  Floyd,  and  Tensas  Biver  to 
Westwood  Place,  about  75  miles  above  its  mouth,  were  put  in  fairly 
good  navigable  condition  at  medium  and  high  stages  tor  the  time. 
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In  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1898,  daring  the  period  of  lowest 
water,  in  September  and  October,  a  party  with  tools  and  explosives 
worked  over  lower  Tensas  Biver,  roinoving  all  snags,  logs,  stomps, 
and  trees  obstracting  navigation  below  month  of  Bayou  Ma^on,  and  a 
party  equipped  with  tools  and  explosives  commenced  work  at  Floyd 
June  27, 1898,  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  to  navigation  of  Bayou 
Ma^on,  and  will  continue  downstream  until  the  available  funds  are 
exhausted. 

The  original  plans  contemplated  an  expenditure  of  $40,000  for  thor- 
ough work  in  one  low-water  season.  With  the  small  appropriations 
mt^e  at  intervals,  operations  have  dragged  along  over  a  period  of 
seventeen  years,  are  by  no  means  complete,  and  new  obstructions  are 
added  each  year. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $4,980.82 

Jane  30,  1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fisoal  year 2, 115. 78 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 2,865.04 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  fi^  completion  of  existing  project 4, 000. 00 
Amountthat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900      4, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  reqnirementaof  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  W  7.) 

8.  Yazoo  River^  Mississippi,— -FrioT  to  improvement,  navigation  of 
this  river  was  obstructed  by  wrecks  of  gunboats,  steamers,  etc.,  sunk 
to  prevent  passage  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  and  by  a  great 
number  of  snags,  stumps,  tree  slides,  and  sunken  logs  in  the  channel, 
and  a  heavy  growth  of  leaning  timber  along  the  banks. 

Nine  wrecks  were  removed  by  contract  in  1873-74,  and  the  latter 
year  a  project  was  made  to  clear  the  river  thoroughly  of  obstructions 
then  existing  in  a  period  of  four  years,  at  a  cost  of  $120,000,  annual 
appropriations  to  be  made  thereafter  for  maintenance  of  the  work. 
The  appropriations  made  were  not  sufficient  to  carry  out  this  plan,  and 
work'  has  continued  from  time  to  time  under  a  project  for  the  removal 
of  wrecks,  snags,  logs,  leaning  timber,  ete.,  so  far  as  the  fdnds  pro- 
vided will  permit.  Floods,  sliding  and  caving  banks,  leaning  timber, 
and  the  rapid  growth  of  vegetation  along  an  alluvial  stream  of  this 
character  add  new  obstructions  to  navigation  continually,  and  snagging 
operations,  ete.,  should  continue  from  year  to  year  in  the  interest  of 
safe  and  uninterrapted  navigation. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 18!)7,  was  $247,363.13.  The  results 
of  the  work  were  marked.  The  large  number  of  wrecks  that  blocked 
the  channel  at  low  stages  and  limited  the  period  of  navigation  had 
been  removed  so  as  to  present  no  obstruction,  and  the  removal  of 
snags,  logs,  leaning  timber,  etc.,  repeated  from  time  to  time,  opened 
and  maintained  steamboat  navigation  from  mouth  to  head  of  the  river 
the  year  round. 

In  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  IT.  S.  snag  boat  Meigs 
worked  from  mouth  to  head  of  river,  July  26  to  September  17,  and  was 
withdrawn  the  latter  date  on  account  of  proximity  of  an  epidemic  of 
yellow  fever.  In  January  the  same  boat  made  a  patrol  of  the  entire 
river.  As  the  stage  of  low  water  was  approaching,  preparations  were 
made  in  June,  1898,  for  work  between  Burtouia,  on  the  river  side  of 
Honey  Island,  and  Yazoo  City. 

Work  in  Yazoo  Biver  and  its  tributaries  could  be  carried  on  with 
greatest  economy  and  the  best  results  obtained  if  the  streams  were 
grouped  as  a  system  under  one  general  head,  and  with  this  view  the 
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appended  estimate  is  made.  If  sufScient  plant  is  acqnired,  and  the 
work  thoroughly  done,  the  cost  of  maintenance  should  decrease  each 
year. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  11, 1888,  contained  an  appropri- 
ation of  $32,000  for  improving  Yazoo  Eiver,  and  provided  that  of  this 
sum  $8,000  shall  be  used  for  constructing  a  pumping  dredge  boat.  An 
unexpended  balance  of  $2,026.14  of  this  allotment  for  constructing  the 
pumping  dredge  remains  unexpended  and  is  not  required  for  the  pur- 
\H)se  named  in  the  act,  and  it  is  recommended  that  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress be  given  for  the  transfer  of  this  balance  to  the  allotment  for 
general  improvement  of  the  river. 

The  acts  of  August  18, 1894,  and  June  3, 1896,  each  provides,  in  the 
item  of  appropriation  for  Yazoo  Biver,  for  application  of  a  portion  of 
the  funds  provided  to  removing  bar  at  Yazoo  City.  This  provision 
was  not  inserted  in  the  acts  upon  recommendation  of  this  office,  and 
there  appears  to  be  no  sufficient  reason  why  the  bar  mentioned  should 
be  removed.  In  fact,  the  officer  in  charge  states  that  the  survey  made 
io  June,  1896,  confirms  his  opinioQ  that  removal  of  the  bar  at  Yazoo 
City  would  impair  the  navigation  of  the  river  at  and  above  the  bar. 
For  the  above  reasons,  and  for  the  further  reason  stated  by  Major 
Willard  that  the  sentiment  of  such  citizens  as  expressed  themselves 
on  the  subject  was  decidedly  adverse  to  the  removal  of  the  bar  on  the 
city  front,  I  recommend  that  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  1894  and 
1896,  touching  removal  of  this  bar,  be  repealed. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $27, 636. 87 

June  90, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 10,000.80 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 17,636.07 

Jii]y  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities ^ 1.01 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 17,635.06 

*  II I  I  -      ■  ^ 

{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  infiscal  vear  ending  June  30, 1900    60, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  or  sections  1  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  W  8.) 

9,  Mouth  of  Yazoo  Biver  and  harbor  at  Vick^burgy  Miss. — ^The  shift- 
ing bar  at  month  of  Tazoo  Biver  is  the  most  serions  obstraction  to 
navigation  of  that  river  and  its  tributaries,  a  system  of  about  800  miles 
.  of  navigable  waterways.  At  low  stages  steamboats  are  prevented 
from  entering  or  leaving  the  river  without  lightering,  and  frequently 
navigation  across  the  bar  is  closed  entirely  at  the  busiest  season  of  the 
year.  A  survey  with  a  view  to  giving  free  passage  the  year  round 
for  vessels  engaged  in  navigation  of  the  river  was  directed  by  river 
and  harbor  act  of  1890,  and  the  plan  based  thereon  contemplated  mak- 
ing a  new  month  or  outlet  for  the  river  from  the  former  mouth  of 
Yazoo,  on  Old  Eiver,  about  9.8  miles  above  present  mouth,'  through 
the  deep  water  in  Old  Eiver,  across  tlie  neck  of  low  land  between  Long 
and  Barnett  lakes  to  Lake  Centennial,  and  thence  down  Lake  Centen- 
nial, around  the  head  of  De  Soto  Island  and  along  the  front  of  Yicks- 
bnrg,  entering  Mississippi  Biver  on  the  channel  side  at  Eleinston 
Landing.  Vicksburg  Harbor  is  that  part  of  the  old  channel  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi cut  off  in  1876  and  now  known  as  Lake  Centennial,  in  front  of 
the  city  and  extending  down  to  Kleinston. 

The  original  estimate  of  cost  of  the  work  required  was  $1,500,000, 
but  was  revised  in  1893  and  reduced  to  $1,200,000,  upon  a  basis  of 
eompletion  in  three  years.    The  project  was  entered  upon  by  the 
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XTnited  States  in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1892,  which  provided 
$75,000  for  beginning  work,  and  the  act  of  1894  contained  appropria- 
tions of  $265,000  for  continuing  the  improvement.  The  sundry  civil 
act  of  June  4, 1897,  appropriated  $350,000  for  the  work,  making  the 
total  sum  appropriated  $690,000. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  appropriated  no  money, 
but  provided  for  completing  the  work,  as  follows: 

Improyiag  mouth  of  Yazoo  River  and  harbor  of  Vioksbnrg,  Misaissippi :  For  the 
purpose  of  completing  the  project  of  improvement  as  heretofore  adopted  and 
entered  npon,  in  addition  to  expending  the  balance  on  hand,  contracts  may  be 
entered  into  by  the  Secretary  of  War  fur  such  materials  and  work  as  mav  be  nec- 
essary to  complete  the  same,  or  said  materials  may  be  pnrchased  and  work  may  be 
done  otherwise  than  by  contract  to  be  paid  for  as  appropriations  may  from  time  to 
time  be  made  by  law,  not  to  exceed  in  the  aggregate  eight  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  dollars,  exclasive  of  the  amount  heretolore  appropriated. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $166,884.65.  The  pre- 
liminary surveys  and  maps  were  finished.  A  final  line  had  been  selected 
for  the  excavation  between  Old  Eiver  and  Lake  Oentenuial,  borings 
had  been  made,  and  character  of  material  determined.  Property  lines 
were  traced  on  the  ground,  and  the  limits  of  right  of  way  to  be 
acquired  ascertained  and  marked.  Abstracts  of  title  were  prepared 
from  the  county  records,  and  the  Attorney-General  having  given 
opinions  that  titles  were  valid,  definite  offers  were  obtained  ^om  the 
various  owners  and  the  purchases  made  under  authority  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  aggregating  1,155.54  acres,  which  cost  $34,254.68,  or  an  aver- 
age price  of  $29.64  per  acre.  Jurisdiction  over  these  lands  was  ceded 
to  the  United  States  by  the  State  of  Mississippi.  A  base  for  future 
levels  along  the  whole  route  from  Old  Eiver  to  Kleinston  was  measured 
with  steel  ^pe,  and  reference  points,  marked  with  vitrified  pipes  filled 
with  cement,  were  set  every  164  feet.  Between  Old  Eiver  and  Lake 
Centennial  the  pipes  were  set  along  both  sides  of  the  route  328  feet 
from  the  center  line.  The  entire  route  from  Old  Eiver  to  Kleinston 
was  cleared  and  grubbed.  A  considerable  amount  of  the  timber  felled 
was  cribbed  and  towed  into  Lake  Centennial,  to  be  sunk  as  a  founda- 
tion for  the  dam  across  the  west  arm..  All  logs,  stumps,  and  debris 
that  could  not  be  towed  off  the  right  of  way  were  piled  and  burned.  A 
ditch  was  cut  to  drain  Barnett  Lake,  which  lowered  the  surface  suf- 
ficiently to  remove  stumps  in  the  lake  bed.  It  having  been  considered 
advisable  to  remove  by  scrapers  a  part  of  the  land  cut  near  both  ends, 
where  the  ground  was  highest,  so  that  dredges  could  operate  over  the 
elevated  portions  at  high  stages,  withdrawing  to  lower  lands  as  the 
water  fell,  and  also  to  permit  towing  logs  from  the  right  of  way,  277,709 
cubic  yards  of  earth  was  removed  by  contract,  and  the  material  placed 
in  continuous  embankments  along  both  sides  of  the  route. 

In  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1808,  a  ditch  was  dug  to  drain 
fiood  water  ponded  by  the  embankment  along  the  canal;  a  resnrvey  at 
present  month  of  Yazoo  was  made  to  determine  changes  at  that  locality ; 
elevations  of  flood  marks  of  1897  were  determined  by  levels;  the  road 
along  the  canal  was  repaired  and  put  in  passable  condition;  cross  sec- 
tions of  canal  site  were  made;  reference  signs  damaged  by  flood  and 
drift  were  repaired;  and  proposed  levee  lines  were  partly  located  and 
mapped. 

The  project  for  excavation  from  Old  Eiver  to  the  Mississippi  under 
the  continuing-contract  system  was  authorized  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment February  1,  1898,  but  has  been  delayed  until  the  amount  of  levee 
work  could  be  ascertained.  The  levee  commission  having  failed  to 
organize  under  the  State  law,  it  is  proposed  to  leave  that  part  of  the 
work  in  abeyance  for  the  present,  and  to  invite  bids  by  public  adver- 
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tisement  at  an  early  date  for  the  excavation  required;  no  work  to  be 
undertaken  unless  the  bids  received  show  that  the  project  can  be  com- 
pleted within  the  limit  fixed  by  law. 

The  condition  of  the  work  at  end  of  the  year  is  summarized  as 
follows: 

Work  doii»— 

Snrveys  and  mapplDg. 

Reference  signs  erected 317 

'Land  purchased acres..  1,155.54 

Timber  land  cleared do...  166.20 

Timber  land  ^bbed do...  183.47 

Right  of  way  freed  of  logs  and  stamps — removed  and  dostroyed.do. . .  98. 84 

Excavation cubic  yards..  277,709 

Drains  and  ditches do...  8,056 

Approximate  work  to  be  done — 

Excavation cubic  yards..  7,500,00 

Levees do...  65,000 

Dam  aoroas  west  arm  of  Lake  Centennial do. . .  3, 008, 400 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $524,151.35 

Jose  90,  1896,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 9,398.96 

Ja]y  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 514,752.39 

July  1,  1888,  outstanding  liabUities 59.65 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  available 614,692.74 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 510, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  510, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  bf  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  W  9.) 

10.  Tallahatchie  River ^  Mississippi. — Before  this  work  was  andertaken 
the  river  was  uavigable  to  Sharkey,  about  (io  miles  above  the  mouth, 
for  six  months  of  the  year,  bat  passage  for  steamboats  was  difficult  and 
dangerous.  Above  Sharkey  a  heavy  growth  of  leaning  timber  rendered 
the  stream  nearly  impassable  at  all  stages.  The  project  contemplated 
removing  the  wreck  of  the  ocean  steamship  Star  of  the  Westj  sunk  dar- 
ing the  war  of  the  rebellion  8  miles  above  the  mouth,  and  snags,  sunken 
logs,  leaning  timber,  etc.,'  to  give  ease  and  safety  to  navigation  from 
hrad  of  Yazoo  Biver  to  mouth  of  the  Goldwater,  about  100  miles  above. 
It  was  proposed  to  do  the  work  then  required  in  two  seasons,  at  a  cost 
of  $40,000. 

The  improvement  commenced  in  1879,  and  the  expenditures  during 
the  eighteen  years  to  June  30, 1897,  aggregated  $49,975.36;  but  of  this 
sum  $10,000  was  applied  to  the  stretch  above  mouth  of  Goldwater  to 
Batesville,  in  accordance  with  provisions  of  the  acts  of  1880, 1881,  and 
1882.  The  work  below  the  mouth  of  Goldwater  Kiver  could  not  be 
done  thoroughly,  as  planned  in  the  project  of  1879,  because  the  appro- 
priations permitted  expenditures  averaging  only  $2,131  a  year. 

The  intermittent  work,  however,  benefited  navigation  considerably, 
enabling  steamboats  to  run  to  Sharkey  the  year  round  and  to  Gold- 
water  Kiver  at  high  stages.  In  1896  leaning  trees  and  channel  obstruc- 
tions above  Sharkey  to  Goldwater  Eiver  were  removed  so  far  as 
practicable  with  funds  available,  and  the  work  enabled  small  boats  to 
run  that  stretch  with  safety  at  much  lower  stages.  In  1897  work  was 
carried  from  Sharkey  to  the  mouth,  and  that  part  of  the  river  put  in 
good  navigable  condition  for  the  time. 

In  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  a  snag  boat  was  employed 
for  a  few  days  removing  tree  slides,  snags,  etc.,  between  the  mouth  and 
Philipp,  where  the  Yazoo  and  Mississippi  Valley  Bailroad  crosses  the 
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stream,  that  being  all  that  coald  be  done  with  the  limited  amount 
available. 

New  obstructions  are  brought  into  the  river  every  year  by  drift  and 
sliding  and  caving  banks,  and  the  shifting  and  scouring  of  the  channel 
exposes  snags  and  logs  embedded  in  the  bottom  from  time  to  time,  or 
lodges  them  upon  bars.  An  appropriation  sufficient  to  permit  the  sys- 
tematic  clearing  of  the  banks,  in  addition  to  snagging  operations, 
could  be  expended  profitably  in  one  season  of  low  water,  would  result 
in  lasting  benefit  to  navigation,  and  but  small  amounts  would  be  needed 
for  maintenance. 

July  If  1897,  balance  unexpended $524.64 

J une  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year :..  524. 64 


{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  yearending  JnneSO,  1900     5, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  W  10.) 

11.  Big  Sunflower  River,  Missiisippi. — Before  the  improvement  of  this 
river  commenced,  navigation  was  badly  obstructed  by  snags,  sunken 
logs,  leaning  timber,  sand  bars,  and  shoals.  The  low- water  channel  at 
many  places  was  so  tilled  with  logs  as  to  give  no  greater  depth  than  18 
inches,  and  so  narrow  as  to  atford  passage  for  the  smallest  boats  only. 
Leaning  timber  obstructed  navigation  at  all  stages,  and  Oliphant  Bar^ 
extending  from  the  mouth  upstream  15  miles,  and  Muscle  Shoals,  5 
miles  long,  beginning  about  30  miles  above  the  mouth,  had  depths  at 
low  water  ranging  from  17  te  24  inches. 

The  project  entered  upon  in  1879  contemplated  work  during  three  to 
four  consecutive  seasons  of  low  water  for  the  removal  of  leaning  tim- 
ber and  obstructions  in  the  channel  and  the  building  of  wing  dams  to 
scour  a  depth  of  about  40  inches  at  the  bars,  at  a  probable  cost  of 
$66,000,  operations  to  extend  to  Clarksdale,  about  180  miles  above  the 
mouth.  Inthe  first  three  years,  1879-1882,  $37,000  was  appropriated, 
and  fairly  good  progress  was  made.  In  the  succeeding  sixteen  years 
only  $35,000  has  been  provided  for  continuing  the  im])rovement. 
New  obstructions  were  being  added  continually  and  prevented  further 
advancement. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $67,000.  Before  work 
commenced,  there  was  navigation  for  light  boats  about  six  months  of 
the  year.  The  work  done  enabled  boiits  to  run  to  Woodburn,  77  miles 
above  the  mouth,  the  year  round,  and  at  ordinary  stages  to  make  the 
trip  in  little  more  than  half  the  time  formerly  required.  Passage  was 
difficult  and  dangerous  at  low  stages.  Faisonia,  about  100  miles  above 
the  mouth,  was  considered  the  head  of  navigation.  Freight  rates  were 
said  to  have  been  reduced  50  per  cent. 

In  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  a  party  with  tools,  explosives, 
eto.,  worked,  during  the  period  of  lowest  water,  from  the  mouth  upstream 
about  80  miles,  removing  snags,  logs,  stumps,  leaning  trees,  etc, 
obstructing  navigation.  So  far  as  it  extended,  this  work  put  the  river 
in  good  navigable  condition,  and  after  the  local  quarantine  on  account 
of  yellow  fever  was  raised  the  small  steamboats  used  in  this  river  at  low 
stages  followed  the  party  as  operations  progressed  upstream.  Above  the 
point  where  work  stopped,  however,  the  river  is  much  obstructed,  and 
should  receive  early  attention  in  the  interest  of  safe  navigation. 

As  new  obstructions  are  added  from  time  to  time,  it  is  impracticable 
to  make  a  definite  estimate  for  completing  the  project,  but  an  expendi- 
ture of  $20,000  in  one  or  two  low-water  seasons  wiU  result  in  greater 
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benefit  to  navigation  and  in  work  of  a  more  lasting  character  than  in 
thepasL 

Jnlyl.  1897,  balance  unexpended $5,000.00 

June  9Dy  188N3,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year... *. 5,000.00 

r  Amoont  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  June  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
{  Snbmitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
t    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  W  11.) 

12.  Water  gauges  on  ihe  Mississippi  River  and  its  principal  tributa- 
ri€9. — ^These  gauges  were  designed  to  secure  information  from  continu- 
ous records,  with  a  view  to  protecting  alluvial  lands  against  overflow, 
improving  navigation,  and  giving  correct  reports  of  the  stages  of 
water  for  the  benefit  of  river  men  and  planters.  Their  establishment 
and  the  maintenance  of  daily  observations  were  enjoined  upon  the 
Secretary  of  War  by  joint  resolution  of  Congress  approved  February 
21, 1871  (Stat.  L.,  vol.  16,  p.  598).  Section  6  of  the  river  and  harbor 
act  of  1888  provided  a  permanent-indefinite  appropriation  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  uninterrupted  gauging. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $119,587.88.  The  17 
gauges  ordered  by  the  resolution  of  February,  1871,  were  established 
the  latter  part  of  that  year,  except  the  one  at  CarroUton,  La.,  estab- 
lished in  January,  1872.  Seven  additional  gauges  have  been  estab- 
lished and  two  discontinued,  and  there  are  now  22  gauges  maintained. 
The  service  had  been  improved  materially.  In  1881  bulletins  were 
erected  at  the  stations  on  the  Mississippi  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
passing  steamboats  the  stage  of  water,  and  to  indicate  whether  rising, 
stationary,  or  falling.  In  1890  they  were  replaced  by  larger  bulletins 
and  the  old  ones  used  for  extending  the  service  to  the  tributaries.  Since 
February  1, 1887,  the  gauges  have  been  read  and  bulletins  posted  twice 
a  day.  The  readings  have  been  published  by  the  Mississippi  Eiver 
Commission  to  end  of  the  calendar  year  1897. 

The  yearly  expenses  of  this  work,  if  properly  maintained,  vary  con- 
siderably, and  extraordinary  repairs  of  the  gauges  and  bulletins,  fre- 
quent inspections,  etc.,  may  increase  the  cost  for  one  year  to  double 
that  of  the  year  preceding  or  following  it.  At  the  present  time  a  large 
number  of  the  gauges  need  extensive  repairs,  and  the  bulletins  on  the 
Mississippi,  built  in  4.890,  are  worn  out  and  should  be  replaced  by  a 
more  permanent  type.  Four  new  gauges  were  added  in  1890,  increas- 
ing the  cost  of  observations  alone  by  the  sum  of  $540  per  annum,  with 
additional  charges  for  inspections  and  repairs. 

Under  existing  decisions,  a  fiscal  year  appropriation  of  not  to  exceed 
$6,000  is  provid^,  of  which  $500  may  be  allotted  under  the  law  for  dis- 
charge measurements  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.  The  amount  is  not  sufficient 
for  proper  maintenance  of  the  present  service. 

July  1, 1897,  amount  allotted  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898 $5, 500. 00 

June  SK);  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiecaJ  year 5,498.39 

Jnly  1, 1898^  balance  unexpended 1.61 

July  1, 1898,  outetanding  liabilities 1.61 

July  1, 1898,  amount  allotted  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899 6, 000. 00 

TAmonntthat  can  be  profitably  expended  inflscalyear  ending  Jane  30, 1900     9^  600. 00 
<  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
t     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  W  12.) 
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Major  Willard  was  also  charged  with  the  duty  of  making  a  survey  of 
Ouachita  River ^  Arkansas  avid  Louisiana^  for  improvement  by  locks  and 
damSj  and  report  of  the  results  will  be  duly  submitted  when  received. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  ARKANSAS  RIVER  AND  OF  CERTAIN  RIVERS  IN 

ARKANSAS  AND  MISSOURI. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Oapt.  W.  L.  Sibert,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers.   Division  Engineer,  Ool.  Henry  M.  Robert,  Corps  x)f  Engineers. 

i.  Removing  obstructions  in  Arkansas  River,  Arkansa^s  and  Kansas. — 
This  river  was,  previous  to  improvement,  seriously  obstructed  by  snags, 
overhanging  timber,  reefs,  and  bars.* 

The  original  project  under  this  head  was  to  raise  and  destroy  snags, 
cut  overhanging  timber,  remove  bowlders  and  reefs  by  blasting  and 
dredging,  and  cut  out  sand  bars  by  temporary  wing  dams.  To  this  was 
later  added  the  survey  of  the  river,  with  the  view  to  permanent  improve- 
ment. 

Since  appropriations  for  permanent  improvement  were  made,  blasting, 
dredging,  and  dams  have  been  omitted  from  the  project,  leaving  cus- 
tomary snagging  operations  only. 

On  this  work  there  had  been  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  $851,210.87. 

The  evidence  of  pilots  and  masters  is  that  in  the  permanent  reaches 
of  the  river  the  condition  has  been  materially  improved;  in  the  shifting 
channels  the  relief  is  only  temporary,  and  the  obstructions  to  navigation 
are  still  numerous  and  dangerous.  The  best  illustration  of  the  condition 
is  the  fact  that  steamboats  have  to  pay  18  per  cent  per  annum  for 
insurance. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  a  snag  boat  worked  over 
the  river  below  Pinebluff  three  times,  maintaining  a  safe  channel  in 
that  part  of  the  river. 

Snagging  operations  on  this  stream  are  a  continuous  necessity. 

The  two  snag  boats,  Wichita  and  Beauregard,  belonging  to  this  appro- 
priation, are  in  bad  repair.  A  new  snag  boat,  which  will  cost  about 
$30,000,  is  needed  for  this  work.  The  hull  of  the  Beauregard  is  rapidly 
deteriorating,  and  should  be  replaced  by  a  new  one,  at  a  probable  cost 
of  $8,000. 

The  commerce  of  the  stream  consists  of  plantation  products  and  sup- 
plies, timber  and  cooper  stuffs,  and  general  merchandise.  Tabulation 
showing  yearly  tonnage  and  values  is  given  under  the  heading  '^Arkan- 
sas River,  Arkansas.'^ 

Jnly  1.  1897,  balant^e  unexpended $18,072.59 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 10, 417. 20 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpeiided 7,655.39 

f  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscalyear  ending  June  2)0, 1900    25, 000. 00 
<  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requiremeuttt  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
I,    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  X  1.) 

^.  Arkansas  River,  Arkansas, — ^In  addition  to  such  obstructions  as 
snags,  the  channel  of  this  river  was  for  nearly  all  of  its  length  of  a 
shifting  character  and  was  obstructed  by  sand  bars  fed  by  caving 
banks.    In  the  upper  reaches  there  were  some  reefs  of  rock. 

Prior  to  1886  works  upon  this  river  were  special  improvements  of 
detached  reaches,  generally  with  immediate  reference  to  confining  the 
channel  to  drawspans  of  bridges  or  the  water  fronts  of  towns,  and  to 
the  improvement  of  some  especially  difficult  crossing. 
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The  project  and  estimate  for  the  improvement  of  the  whole  river  was 
made  in  tliree  parts :  Annaal  Report,  Chief  of  Engineers,  1885,  page  1603, 
for  improving  Arkansas  Eiver  from  Little  Eock  to  mouth,  $2,538,544; 
Annual  Report,  Chief  of  Engineers,  1888,  page  1386,  for  improvement 
between  Fort  Gibson  and  Little  Rock,  at  a  cost  of  $1,307,935,  and  Honse 
Ex.  Doc  No.  90,  Forty-ninth  Congress,  first  session,  for  improvement 
between  Arkansas  City,  Eans.,  and  Fort  Gibson,  $1,696,900.  The  act 
of  August  11,  1888,  adopts  a  project  for  improving  Arkansas  River 
from  Wichita,  Kans.,  to  the  mouth,  mentioning  distinctly  the  plans, 
which  include  the  estimates  from  Little  Rock  to  the  mouth  and  from 
Fort  Gibson  to  Arkansas  City,  Kans.,  and  by  implication  approves  the 
estimate  for  improvement  between  Little  Rock  and  Fort  Gibson.  No 
estimate  has  ever  been  made  or  approved  for  the  improvement  of  the 
river  between  Arkansas  City,  Eans.,  and  Wichita,  Kans. 

The  estimates  for  improving  the  reach  from  Little  Rock  to  the  mouth 
and  from  Little  Rock  to  Fort  Gibson  were  based  upon  an  improvement 
by  permeable  dikes  alone,  and  by  dredging,  whereas  the  act  of  August 
11, 1888,  authorizes  the  application  of  any  of  the  methods  set  forth  in 
the  projects  for  the  three  reaehes  at  such  points  between  Wichita, 
Kans.,  and  the  navigable  mouth  of  the  Arkansas  River  as  the  Secretary 
of  War  may  direct. 

The  application  of  those  approved  methods  that  have  been  most 
effective  will  largely  increase  the  estimate  for  improving  the  reaches 
between  Fort  Gibson  and  Little  Rock  and  between  Little  Rock  and  the 
month.  Under  date  of  August  29,  1896,  authority  was  granted  for 
calling  the  estimate  for  completing  the  project  for  improving  Arkansas 
River  from  Wichita,  Kans.,  to  the  mouth  ^^  indefinite." 

The  present  project  is  to  remove  rock  and  gravel  reefs  by  blasting 
and  dredging,  to  contract  the  channel  by  dikes  or  dams,  permeable  or 
solid,  of  such  construction  as  the  local  conditions  require,  and  to  hold 
the  channel  so  obtained  by  revetment,  where  necessary,  from  Wichita, 
Kans.,  to  the  mouth,  the  object  being  to  secure  a  channel  not  less  than 
6  feet  in  depth  from  Little  Rock  to  Mississippi  River,  via  While  River 
Cut-off*,  and  not  less  than  2  feet  in  depth  above  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

From  the  appropriations  made  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  there 
bad  been  expended  to  June  30,  1897,  $159,500  on  special  works, 
$19,550.66  on  removing  obstructions,  and  $904,803.95  on  the  present 
project,  making  the  total  expenditure  to  that  date  $1,083,854.61. 

The  special  work  and  some  of  that  done  on  the  project  before  July  1, 
1894,  was  for  local  improvement,  such  as  the  construction  of  dikes  at 
Dardanelle  to  remove  a  bar  from  the  front  of  the  town,  the  construction 
of  revetments  and  dikes  to  stop  caving  along  the  town  front  of  Pine-* 
bluff',  the  construction  of  dikes  to  maintain  the  channel  through  the 
drawspans  of  bridges  at  Fort  Smith,  Yanburen,  Little  Rock,  and  Rob 
Roy,  and  the  construction  of  dikes  at  a- few  of  the  troublesome  cross- 
ings. Since  July  1,  1894,  the  work  on  the  project  has  been  that  of 
repairing  the  works  previously  built  and  making  the  improvement  con- 
tinuous from  Little  Rock  to  a  point  20  miles  above.  To  June  30, 1897, 
the  channel  had  been  maintained  through  the  drawspans  of  all  bridges 
crossing  the  river,  caving  along  the  town  front  of  Pinebluff  haid  been 
stopped,  and  in  the  20-mile  reach  above  Little  Rock  indications  of 
material  improvement  were  shown. 

The  work  of  the  past  fiscal  year  has  been  that  of  repairing  the  works 
at  Pinebluff*,  building  temporary  structures  at  eight  crossings*  below 
Pinebluif,  and  comx)leting  the  works  in  the  20-mile  reach  above  Little 
Bock.    Daring  the  year  navigation  was  possible  in  the  latter  reach 
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when  it  was  not  possible  in  the  reaches  above  or  below,  but  a  navigable 
channel  throughout  the  year  was  not  maintained.  The  condition  of  the 
other  works  was  practically  the  same  as  it  was  June  30,  1897.  The 
spring  flood  of  the  Arkansas  River  did  much  damage  to  the  works,  and 
the  effect  on  the  channel  June  30, 1898,  is  not  yet  known,  the  river  not 
having  fallen  to  a  low  stage.  This  flood  shows  that  the  high  as  well 
as  the  low  water  flow  of  the  river  must  be  controlled  in  order  to  per- 
manently improve  the  river  and  hold  the  work  done.  The  experience 
of  the  last  few  years  seems  to  show  that  it  will  cost  $35,000  per  mile  to 
do  this  above  Little  Eock,  and  $50,000  per  mile  below  Little  Bock,  and 
that  the  expenditure  of  from  $50,000  to  $125,000  per  year  in  attempt- 
ing to  improve  773  miles  of  such  river  is  an  uneconomical  expenditure 
of  money. 

The  plant  now  available  for  this  appropriation  is  small,  and  before 
work  is  resumed  it  will  be  necessary  to  increase  it  by  replacing  that 
which  has  become  unserviceable. 

The  commerce  of  this  stream  is  made  up  of  plantation  products  and 
supplies,  timber  and  cooper  stuffs,  and  general  merchandise.  For 
several  years  no  regular  packet  has  operated  between  Little  Bock  and 
Pinebluff,  but  this  year  the  Hue  has  been  revived  and  weekly  trips  are 
made  when  stage  of  water  permits. 

Commercial  stafUiica. 


Year. 


1894 
1895 
1896 


Valae. 


$2, 846, 395 
2,380,420 
2,408,720 


Tods. 


63,563 
50, 498 
54,261 


Tear. 


1897 
1898 


Valae. 


$1,657,218 
1,626,756 


Tons. 


66,077 
68,578 


.July  If  1897,  balance  anexpended $49,645.39 

Jnn«  30,  1898,  ainoant  expended  during  fiscal  year $40, 963. 54 

Amount  refunded 183.60 

49,779.94 

July  1, 1898,  balance  anexpended *8,865.45 

July  1,  1898,  outetanding  liabilities 350.00 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 8,515.45 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project Indefinite. 

Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  100, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  witb  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
barbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  X  2.) 

3.  White  BiveVj  Arkansas. — Before  improvement  this  river  was  seri- 
ously obstructed  by  snags  and  overhauging  timber  for  its  entire  length, 
and  by  shoals  in  the  upper  part  of  tbe  stream. 

The  project  of  improvement  includes  the  usual  snagging  operations, 
blasting,  and  dredging,  and  the  coutractiou  of  the  channel  by  wing 
dams. 

From  appropriations  for  this  river  and  for  separate  reaches  of  it 
there  was  expended  to  June  30^  1897,  $342,505.03.  Of  this,  $349.41 
was  expended  in  snagging  operations  on  Cache  Eiver. 

The  condition  of  the  improvement  June  30, 1897,  was  such  as  to  allow 
3-foot  navigation,  at  ordinary  low  water,  &om  the  mouth  of  the  river  to 


* $2,891.06  for  removing  obstructions ;.$6;974.39  for  project. 
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Jacksonport  (264  miles);  224nch  navigation,  at  ordinary  low  water, 
between  Jacksonport  and  BatesviUe,  and  10  inch  navigation  above 
Batesville. 

The  operations  of  this  year  consist  of  snagging  operations  below 
Batesville  and  dredging  between  the  month  of  Black  Biver  and  Bates - 
ville.  By  the  snagging  operations  the  3-foot  channel  was  preserved  in 
the  lower  river,  and  by  the  dredging  it  was  extended  to  Batesville  (302 
miles  above  the  month).  There  is  no  steamboat  navigation  above 
Batesville  when  the  river  is  at  or  near  low  water. 

Sni^ging  operations  on  Cache  Biver  made  rafting  possible  at  a  stage 
3  feet  lower  than  that  required  before  the  work  was  done.  Tiiere  is  no 
navigation  at  low  water,  the  depths  over  the  shoals  being  only  6  to  8 
inches  at  that  time. 

The  commerce  of  White  Biver  is  made  np  of  shipments  of  plantation 
products  and  supplies^  timber,  and  miscellaneous  freights;  that  of 
Cache  Biver  is  made  up  principally  of  timber. 

Commercial  statistics,  White  Biver,  Arkansas,  year  ending  May  SI, 


1BB6 


Valae. 

Tons. 

$1,043,438 
2, 494, 377 
2,056,991 

45.793 
73,759 
74,882 

Year. 


1897 
1898 


Valae. 


12,435,814 
1,415,018 


Tons. 


78,902 
103.837 


Commercial  statistics,  Cache  Biver,  Arkansas,  year  ending  May  SI, 


Year. 

Value. 

Tons. 

Year. 

Valae. 

Tons. 

1886 

$20,748 
82,483 

12,603 
20,748 

1897 

$108,460 
36,685 

84,090 

106 

1808 

10, 193 

Jnly  1,  1897,  balance  ud  expended $27,494.97 

Jane  30, 189KB,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 17, 825. 52 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended *  9, 669. 45 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabUities 198.75 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 9, 470. 70 

{Amount  (estimated)  reqaired  for  completion  of  existing  project 14, 815. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expendedin  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    14,815. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  X  3.) 

4.  Black  Biver^  Arkansas  and  Missouri, — Before  any  improvements 
were  made  the  obstractions  to  navigation  were  snags,  logs,  and  leaning 
timber  throughout  the  entire  length  of  the  river,  to  which  were  added 
shoals  in  the  upper  reaches.  Pocahontas  was  considered  the  head  of 
practical  navigation,  and  rafting  was  impossible  above  the  Arkansas 
and  Missouri  State  line. 

The  original,  as  well  as  the  present,  project  is  for  the  usual  snagging 
operations,  the  closing  of  chutes,  and  the  construction  of  wing  dams. 

From  the  separate  appropriations  for  this  river  there  had  been  expended 
to  June  30, 1897,  $97,295.16.    This  expenditure  had  made  3-foot  navig?^- 

•$378. 84  for  removing  obstructions  in  Cache  River ;  $9,290.61  for  Wliite  River  project. 
ENa  98 20 
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tion  practicable  irom  the  mouth  to  the  mouth  of  Current  Briver  (146  miles ) 
during  ordinary  low  water,  and  had  made  the  river  from  the  mouth  of 
Current  Kiver  to  Poplar  Bluff  (123  miles)  navigable  by  boats  of  2-foot 
draft  for  about  ten  months  each  year. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  a  channel  was  dredged  through  Julia  Dean 
Bar,  the  dam  across  Dan  River  at  the  head  of  Big  Island  was  built,  and 
a  small  amount  of  snagging  done  below  the  mouth  of  Current  River. 
All  this  work  may  properly  be  classed  as  maintenance.  Much  rafting 
is  done  on  this  river,  sunken  saw  logs  and  drift  accumulate  rapidly, 
and  snagging  operations  can  be  increased  with  profit. 

The  channel  depths  at  ordinary  low  water,  June  30, 1898,  are  3  feet 
below  the  mouth  of  Current  Kiver  and  2  feet  above  that  point. 

Commercial  8tatiatio»f  year  ending  May  St. 


Year. 


1894 
]885 
1896 


Valae. 


$956,982 

1,085,415 

891,437 


Tons. 


87,536 
132,433 
111,  278 


Year. 


1897 
1898 


Valae. 


$1. 704, 799 
788,640 


Tons. 


Ill,  611 
115, 612 


Jnly  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $5,204.84 

June  30,  1S9S,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3, 958. 04 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,246.80 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  work  annually 8, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  yearending  Jane  30, 1900      8, 000. 00 
I  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyil  act  of  June  4, 18&7, 

(See  Appendix  X  4.) 

5.  Current  Eiver,  Arkansas  and  Missouri. — ^The  origfinal  condition  of 
this  stream  was  sach  that  no  steamboat  navigation  above  the  month  of 
Little  Black  Kiver  was  attempted  except  when  the  river  was  at  high 
stages.  Below  Little  Black  Eiver  navigation  was  suspended  when  the 
river  was  below  medium  stage.  The  natural  depths  were  not  available 
on  account  of  snags  and  leaning  timber. 

The  project  provides  for  improving  the  channel  to  Vanburen,  Mo.  (96 
miles),  by  the  usual  snagging  operations  and  by  contracting  the  channel 
at  the  worst  shoals  by  wing  dams. 

The  amount  expended  on  the  improvement  of  this  river  to  Jnne  30, 
1897,  was  $14,681.48. 

The  condition  of  the  improvement  on  June  30, 1897,  was  such  as  to 
allow  boats  of  3^  feet  draft  to  navigate  the  river  to  Johnsons  Landing 
at  any  time,  and  to  navigate  to  the  mouth  of  Little  Black  River  on  a 
2-foot  rise.  At  medium  stages  navigation  to  Current  View  (near  the 
State  line)  was  possible,  and  rafts  could  be  run  from  above  Doniphan,  Mo. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  little  work  was  done;  only  such  snags  as 
were  in  the  channel  below  the  mouth  of  Little  Black  River  were  removed 
and  some  of  the  overhanging  timber  was  cut. 

Since  suspension  of  work  freshets  have  brought  many  obstrnctions 
into  the  channel,  and  it  is  in  bad  condition,  especially  so  between 
Current  View  and  Little  Black  River. 

The  amount  estimated  for  completion  of  existing  project  has  been 
appropriated.  Improvements  by  snagging  operations  are  temporary. 
Two  thousand  dollars  will  be  required  each  year  to  maintain  the  present 
choDnel 
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Commereial  8taiUtic»i 

,  year  ending  May  SI. 

Year. 

Value. 

Tona. 

Year. 

Value. 

Tons. 

1805 

$3G2,  447 
227,391 

31,205  , 
29,867 

1897 

$581,528 
306, 216 

17,078 

1886 

1898 

52,417 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpendod $2,318.52 

JnneSO,  1KN8,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,157.26 


July  ly  1898,  balance  unexpended 1,161.26 

(See  Appendix  X  5.) 

6.  8L  Francis  RiveVj  Arkansas. — In  its  original  condition  this  stream 
was  not  navigable  at  any  stage  above  Lesters  Landing;  between  Les- 
ters  Landing  and  Marked  Tree  navigation  was  possible  at  high  stages 
only,  and  below  Marked  Tree  it  was  difficult  at  medium  stages.  Snags 
and  fallen  timber  were  the  principal  obstructions. 

The  original  project  was  to  improve  navigation  below  Lesters  Land- 
ing by  cutting  a  channel  through  <<The  Lake"  and  clearing  the  river 
of  obstructions  by  snagging  operations.  The  present  project  (adopted 
October  21^  1884)  is  to  remove  drift,  logs,  and  snags  from  the  channel 
and  overhanging  timber  from  the  banks  from  the  mouth  to  Kennett, 
Mo.,  (279  miles),  and  close  chutes  and  sloughs  in  '^  The  Sunk  Lands," 
so  as  to  make  the  river  navigable  at  high  stages  to  Kennett,  Mo.,  at 
medium  stages  to  Marked  Tree,  and  at  low  stages  to  a  point  about  30 
miles  below  Madison,  Ark. 

The  amount  expended  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1897,  was  $56,782.11. 

The  condition  of  the  improvement  on  June  30, 1897,  was  that  the  river 
below  Marked  Tree  was  in  good  condition  when  at  4foot  stage  or  over, 
and  above  Marked  Tree  a  fair  high-water  channel  had  been  made 
through  "  The  Sunk  Lands." 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  only  a  small  amount  of 
snagging  was  done.  This  work  was  confined  to  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  river  and  did  not  materially  improve  the  channel.  Funds  for 
thorough  work  were  not  available.  The  survey  provided  for  in  river 
and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  was  completed  and  report  is  printed 
in  House  Doc.  No.  125,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session,  and  is 
reprinted  in  this  report  as  Appendix  X  9. 


Commercial  8tatUiio$j 

year  ending  May  SI. 

Tear. 

Value. 

Tons. 

Year. 

Value. 

Tons. 

UM 

$98,375 
821, 439 
401,457 

19,788 
38,107 
67, 740 

1807 

$1, 117, 891 
2iil,  481 

97,348 

IttS 

1808 

23,819 

1896 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $3,217.89 

Jose  90, 181^,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 2;54'1. 00 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended . . . 
July  t,  1898,  ontstanding  uabilitiea 


673. 89 
45.00 


July  1, 1898,  balance  ayailable 


628.89 


1  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  work  annually ^ 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  June  30, 1900 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  aots  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  Jane  4^  1897. 

(See  Appendix  X  6^) 


8,000.00 
8,000.00 
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7.  8t  Francis  River,  Missouri, — In  its  original  condition  this  river 
was  almost  entirely  choked  with  snags,  logs,  and  overhanging  timber, 
and  commerce  was  restricted  to  flatboating  and  rafting  at  high  water. 

The  original  project  was  for  snagging  operations  and  the  removal  of 
gravel  shoals  12  miles  below  Greenville,  Mo.  Only  snagging  opera- 
tions have  been  carried  on. 

The  amount  expended  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane 
30,  1897,  was  $20,440.03. 

The  condition  of  the  improvement  on  June  30, 1897,  was  such  as  to 
allow  small  steamboats,  towing  barges  drawing  2  feet,  to  navigate  the 
river  when  at  3  feet  above  low  water. 

No  work  was  done  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  and 
the  stream  is  reported  as  rapidly  filling  with  sunken  saw  logs  and  fallen 
timber.  It  will  be  necessary  to  remove  periodically  this  class  of 
obstrnctions,  if  the  improvement  is  to  be  retained. 

A  proposed  project  and  estimate  for  continaing  improvement  of  this 
stream  is  printed  on  page  2000,  Annual  Beport  of  the  Ohief  of  Engi- 
neers for  1897. 

Cammeroial  staHaiies,  year  ending  May  SI, 


Year. 


1894 
1895 
1896 


Value. 

Tons. 

$145, 118 

79,091 

136,029 

85,806 
22,326 
85.497 

Tear. 


1897 
1898 


Tons. 


1,170 


July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended 

July  If  1898,  balance  nnexpended , 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities  (estimated) 

(See  Appendix  X  7.) 


•$59.97 
59.97 
59.97 


BXJBVBYS  MADE  IN   GOMPLIANOE  WITH  BIVEB  AND  HABBOS  AOT  OP 

JUNE  3,  18D(>. 

The  surveys  of  the  following  localities,  required  by  the  river  and 
harbor  act  of  June  3,  1896,  were  made  by  the  local  engineer,  Capt. 
W.  L.  Sibert,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  reports  thereon  submitted: 

1.  Survey  of  Arkansas  River  at  Dardanelles  Ark. — Captain  Sibert 
submitted  report,  dated  October  26,  1897,  of  survey  to  determine 
whether  or  not,  by  reason  of  dikes  or  other  Gk)vernment  works,  any 
part  of  the  harbors  or  river  banks  in  their  vicinity  have  been  so 
injured  or  endangered  that  the  Government  should  guard  against  or 
remedy  the  same.  He  is  of  opinion  that  the  dikes  constructed  by  the 
United  States  above  the  town  of  Dardanelle  have  not  so  injured  or 
endangered  the  harbor  or  river  banks  in  their  vicinity  that  the  Gov- 
ernment  should  guard  against  and  remedy  the  same,  and  he  therefore 
recommends  that  the  bank  in  question  should  not  be  protected  by  the 
United  States.  His  views  are  concurred  in  by  the  division  engineer, 
Col.  Henry  M.  Eobert,  Corps  of  Engineers.  The  report  was  transmit- 
ted to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc.  No.  106,  Fifty-fifth  Con- 
gress, second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  X  8.^ 

^.  Survey  of  St.  Francis  River,  Arkansas,  w%th  a  view  to  affording 
slack-water  navigation  up  to  Wittsburg  and  to  Marianna  on  VAnguille 
River. — ^Captain  Sibert  submitted  report  of  survey  November  6, 1897. 


'Balaaoe  shown  in  Annual  Beport  for  1897  was  in  error  66  cents. 
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He  preseDts  a  plaD  for  improvement  by  constraction  of  an  18-foot  Hfb 
lock  and  Axed  dam  at  liock  Bar  on  the  St.  Francis- to  secnre  Black 
water  at  Marianna,  and  an  additional  lock  and  dam  with  15-foot  lift 
to  continue  slack  water  to  Wittsbnrg,  the  estimated  cost,  including 
dredging  at  the  month  and  contingencies,  being  $659,770,  but  he  states 
that,  in  view  of  the  character  of  material  composing  the  banks  and  bot- 
tom of  the  lower  St.  Francis,  it  would  be  an  extremely  doubtful  experi- 
ment to  try  to  maintain  a  fixed  dam  with  a  lift  of  18  feet  at  Eock  Bar, 
and  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  is  impracticable  to  make  slack- water  naviga- 
tion to  Marianua  on  L'Anguille  River. 

A  second  plan,  eliminating  that  part  of  the  project  providing  for 
alack  water  to  Marianna,  is  proposed  by  Captain  Sibert  with  a  view  to 
obtaining  3-foot  navigation  to  Wittsbnrg  at  low  water  by  construction 
of  three  locks  with  movable  dams,  the  estimated  cost  of  which,  includ- 
ing dredging  at  the  month  and  contingencies,  is  placed  at  $980,720. 

Captain  Sibert  further  states  that — 

A  large  portion  of  the  St.  Francis  Valley  is  liable  to  overflow  by  the  Mississippi 
River,  whicb  fact  retards  its  development.  On  account  of  this  and  the  cost  of  the 
proposed  work  in  comparison  with  the  commerce  likely  to  be  developed,  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  the  river  ia  not  worthy  of  improvement  by  locks  and  dams  at  the 
present  time. 

The  re|K)rt  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  Uouse  Doc. 
No.  12^>,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  X  9.) 

REMOVING  SNAGS  AND  WRECKS  FROM  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER;  IMPROVE- 
MENT OF  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  BETWEEN  THE  OHIO  AND  MISSOURI 
RIVERS,  OF  HARBOR  AT  ST.  LOUIS,  MO.,  AND  TO  PREVENT  THE  MIS- 
SISSIPPI FROM  BREAKING  THROUGH  INTO  CACHE  RIVER  AT  BEECH- 
RIDGE,  ABOVE  CAIRO,  ILL. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  Thos.  H.  Handbury,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  having  nnder  his  immediate  orders  Lieat.  Charles  S.  l^rom- 
well,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  September  16, 1897,  to  April  11, 1898. 
Division  Engineer,  Col.  Henry  M.  Eobert,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

i.  Removing  snags  and  wrecks  from  the  Mississippi  River  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Missouri  River. — Before  this  work  was  inaugurated,  and 
for  many  years  afterwards,  the  navigation  of  the  river  was  very  much 
interfered  with  by  nnmerons  snags,  logs,  etc.,  which  had  lodged  in  the 
channel  and  to  which  new  additions  were  made  with  each  rise  in  the 
river.  A  large  number  of  wrecked  flatboats,  barges,  steamboats,  and 
ail  manner  of  river  craft  are  found  in  the  navigable  channels,  and  men- 
ace life  and  property. 

For  the  removal  of  these  obstructions  appropriations  were  made  as 
early  as  1824.  The  project  adopted  consisted  of  building  boats  suitable 
for  removing  the  snags,  logs,  rack  heaps,  etc.,  and  operating  them 
whenever  the  stage  of  water  was  favorable  and  funds  were  available. 

The  amount  expended  npon  this  work  on  the  reach  of  the  river  below 
the  month  of  the  Missouri  prior  to  1879  can  not  now  be  delinitely  ascer- 
tained for  the  reason  that  during  much  of  the  time  appropriations  were 
made  at  irregular  intervals  in  lump  snms  to  be  applied  to  several  streams 
as  their  needs  or  the  terms  of  the  law  might  require.  From  March  3, 
1879,  when  the  first  specific  appropriation  was  made,  up  to  June  30, 
1897,  there  has  been  expended  |l,282,928.36.  This  expenditure  made 
great  improvement  in  the  navigation  of  the  river  and  lessened  the 
danger  to  boats.  During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  sum 
of  $88,917.74  has  been  expended. 

Two  steel  snag  boats  were  employed  in  removing  the  obstructions  to 
navigation  between  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri  Eiver  and  New  Orleans. 


310    REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS,  U.  S.  ARMY. 

The  work  resulted  in  removiDg  4,253  snags,  32  drift  piles,  2  steam- 
boats, and  1  barge  wreck,  and  cutting  down  14,856  trees. 

Tlie  bottom  of  the  snag  boat  J.  If.  Macomb,  after  continuous  service 
since  1874,  had  become  so  pitted  and  corrugated  with  rust  that  it  could 
no  longer  be  operated  with  safety.  Proposals  were  solicited  by  adver- 
tisement in  February  last  for  renewing  this.  But  one  bid  was  received 
and  that  was  unsatisfactory  in  several  respects.  Authority  was  given 
to  the  officer  in  charge  to  do  the  work  by  hired  labor.  At  the  end  of 
the  fiscal  year  the  work  was  nearly  finished.  It  is  expected  that  the 
boat  will  be  ready  for  service  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  low- 
water  season. 

An  annual  appropriation,  not  to  exceed  $100,000,  for  carrying  on  this 
work  was  made  by  the  act  of  August  11, 1888.  Under  this  appropria- 
tion the  two  snag  boats  will  patrol  the  river  and  remove  obstructions 
where  necessary. 

Amoont  drawn  nnder  section  7,  act  of  Angnst  11^  1888 $88, 917. 74 

Jnne  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 88, 915. 27 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 2.47 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 2.47 

July  1,  1898,  amount  available  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899 100,000,00 

(See  Appendix  Y  1.) 

2.  Mississippi  River,  between  Ohio  and  Missouri  rivers, — The  original 
condition  of  the  navigable  channel  of  this  portion  of  the  Mississijipi 
Eiver  before  the  work  of  improvement  was  begun  was  such  that  the 
natural  depth  at  low  water  was  in  many  places  from  3^  to  4  feet.  The 
channels  were  divided  by  islands,  which  formed  sloughs  and  secondary 
channels,  through  which  a  great  deal  of  the  volume  of  the  flow  was 
diverted,  to  the  detriment  of  navigation. 

The  first  work  for  improvement  began  in  1872,  and  was  continued 
for  a  number  of  years  as  appropriations  were  made,  the  works  consist- 
ing of  dikes  and  dams  of  brush  and  stone,  erected  with  a  view  to  con- 
fining the  low-water  volume  to  a  single  channel,  and  of  revetments  to 
hold  and  preserve  the  banks  where  necessary  or  advisable  to  do  so. 

The  present  project  is  a  continuation  of  the  plan  adopted  in  f881. 
It  also  contemplates  confining  the  volume  of  the  river  at  low  water  to 
a  single  channel,  its  approximate  width  to  be,  below  St.  Louis,  about 
2,500  feet,  the  natural  width  being  in  many  cases  from  1  to  1^  miles. 
The  method  principally  employed  is  the  closing  of  sloughs  and  sec- 
ondary channels  and  building  up  of  new  banks  out  to  the  line  desired, 
using  the  solid  matter  brought  down  by  the  river  and  which  is  col- 
lected by  means  of  hurdleworks.  The  banks,  both  new  and  old,  are 
revetted  where  necessary. 

The  object  of  the  improvement  is  to  obtain  eventually  a  minimum 
depth,  at  standard  low  water,  of  6  feet  from  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri 
to  St.  Louis,  and  of  8  feet  from  St.  Louis  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio. 

The  original  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  improvement,  as  revised  in 
1883,  is  $10,397,500. 

The  total  amount  expended  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $7,070,814.39, 
exclusive  of  $180,000  allotted  by  acts  to  projects  for  improvement 
between  the  Illinois  and  the  Missouri  rivers,  including  Alton  Harbor. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  is 
$868,793.96.  This  includes  $288,585.47  expended  during  the  year  for 
dredge  plant,  portable  jetties,  and  for  operating  the  same.    The  total 
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amonnt  thus  far  expended  for  what  is  termed  temporary  channel 
improvements  is  $437,769.90,  the  most  of  which  has  been  for  plant 
that  is  now  on  hand  and  available  for  future  work.  The  approximate 
value  of  this  plant  is  $343,000. 

The  result  of  the  expenditure  of  this  amount  has  been  the  partial 
improvement  of  the  whole  reach  of  the  river  from  St.  Louis  to  Oairo. 
Daring  last  year  there  was  at  all  times  throughout  this  reach  a  navi- 
gable channel  5  feet  or  more  in  depth,  notwithstanding  that  the  river 
reached  a  low- water  stage  of  1.2  feet  below  the  standard  low  water. 

The  work  done  during  the  last  year  in  the  line  of  permanent  improve- 
ment consisted  in  repairs  to  existing  contraction  works  and  revetment, 
and  a  further  extension  of  the  same  in  localities  where  work  Ifadbeen 
commenced. 

New  work  was  commenced  above  the  head  of  Arsenal  Island,  to  pre- 
serve the  head  of  the  island  and  to  force  the  channel  nearer  the  Missouri 
shore;  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Ste.  Genevieve  Bend,  to  hold  the  bank 
in  that  locality  and  limit  the  oscillations  of  the  river;  at  Hamburg 
Chute,  to  prevent  about  one  half  the  low- water  discharge  of  the  river 
going  through  it,  and  by  concentrating  the  water  on  the  west  side  of 
the  island  increase  the  depth  in  the  navigable  channel;  at  the  head  of 
Devils  Island,  to  prevent  erosion  of  the  bank  and  hold  the  river  in  proper 
alignment;  at  the  lower  end  of  the  island  near  Minton  Point,  to  contract 
the  width  of  river  bed  and  improve  a  shoal  crossing  at  that  point;  near 
Commerce,  to  correct  excessive  width  in  the  river  and  improve  shoal 
crossings;  and  behind  Bird  Island  near  Bui!'alo  Island,  to  shut  off  the 
flow  of  one-half  the  river  and  concentrate  it  over  a  shoal  crossing.  At 
all  places  where  work  was  done  before  the  last  low-water  season  the 
effect  was  manifest  in  an  improved  condition  of  navigation. 

Kepairs  and  additions  were  made  to  works  already  in  existence  at 
Twin  Hollows,  Illinois;  Chesley  Island,  Missouri;  Micliaels  Landing, 
Missouri;  Sycamore  Landing,  Illinois;  Moro  Island,  Illinois;  op))08ite 
Chester,  111.;  Anchor  Landing,  Missouri;  Wagners  Landing  (Liberty 
Bend),  Illinois;  and  Doolans  Slough. 

Opposite  to  Chester,  III.,  the  balance  of  the  allotment  of  $30,000,  made 
by  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3,  1896,  was  expended  in  raising  the 
revetment  to  the  height  of  20  ieet  above  low  water. 

The  $22,500  allotted  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  5, 1886, 
for  continuing  improvement  at  Cape  Girardeau,  Missouri,  and  Montana 
(Minton)  Point,  Illinois,  from  the  general  appropriation  of  that  year  for 
work  in  this  reach  of  the  river,  was  expended  during  the  year  in  build- 
ing contraction  hurdles  in  the  vicinity  of  Minton  Point  and  improving 
a  shoal  crossing  just  above  Cape  Girardeau. 

Work  for  the  temporary  improvement  of  the  channel  by  means  of 
portable  jetties  and  dredging  appliances  was  done  at  the  following 
localities:  Riverside,  Harrison ville,  Platin  Eock,  Grand  Tower  Bend, 
76  Landing,  Juden  Creek,  and  Buffalo  Island. 

The  jetties  varied  in  length  from  450  feet  to  2,230  feet.  The  total 
length  built  and  removed  during  the  season  was  9,345  feet,  at  an 
average  cost  of  $3  per  foot,  including  all  expenses. 

By  means  of  these  temporary  expedients  a  gain  in  depth  of  channel 
varying  from  6  inches  to  3  feet  was  effected. 

The  two  steel-hulled  hydraulic  dredges  mentioned  in  last  annual 
report  as  being  under  contract  and  to  be  completed  about  the  middle 
of  last  October  were  not  finished  in  time  for  last  season's  low- water 
work.    They  were  delivered,  one  January  31, 1898,  the  other  April  15, 
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1898.  The  tests  made  show  that  they  are  fally  up  to  the  required 
capacity  of  1,000  yards  each.  They  will  be  available  for  work  during 
uext  low-water  season. 

With  these  appliances  to  aid  the  work  pat  in  place  for  the  permanent 
improvement  of  the  channel,  it  is  confidently  expected  that  at  least  6 
feet  depth  will  be  maintained  daring  futare  low-water  seasons  between 
St.  Lonis  and  Cairo. 

The  funds  now  available  will  be  expended  in  carrying  oat  the  original 
project  and  in  the  temporary  work  required  by  the  river  and  harbor  act 
of  June  3, 1896. 

The  sum  asked  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900,  will  be  applied 
to  a  continuance  of  the  same  work. 

To  prevent  the  suspension  of  this  important  work  for  lack  of  funds, 
the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  makes  provision  for  three 
years'  work  from  July  1, 1897,  to  be  paid  for  as  appropriations  are  made 
by  law,  at  the  rate  of  $673,333.33  annually. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $782,518.93 

Amount  appropriated  by  deficiencv  act  approved  July  19, 1897 325, 000. 00 

Amount  appropriated  by  sundry  ciyll  act  approved  July  1, 1898 673, 333. 33 

1, 780, 852. 26 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 868, 793. 96 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 912,068.30 

Julyl,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities $3,223.64 

July  1,  1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts....    56,234.98 

59,458.62 

Julyl,  1898,  balance  available *852,599.68 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 8, 219, 166. 68 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 

<      30,1900 673,333.88 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

t     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  Y  2.) 

5.  Harbor  at  8t.  Louis,  Mo, — St.  Louis  Harbor  is  about  18  miles  long 
and  divided  into  two  nearly  equal  parts  by  the  Eads  Bridge.  The 
upper  part,  included  between  the  bridge  and  the  northern  limits  of  the 
city,  is  about  10  miles  in  length. 

Three  miles  above  the  Eads  Bridge  is  the  Merchants  Bridge.  The 
lower  part  of  the  harbor,  included  between  Eads  Bridge  and  the  River 
Des  Peres,  is  8  miles  long.  The  channel  in  this  part  of  the  harbor  has 
sufficient  depth  and  accessible  landings  at  all  points.  Good  depth 
exists  above  the  Merchants  Bridge. 

Congress,  by  act  approved  September  19, 1890,  appropriated  $182,000 
for  improvement  of  this  harbor. 

The  navigable  reach  between  the  Eads  Bridge  and  Merchants  Bridge 
was  at  that  time  obstructed  by  a  number  of  middle  bars.  The  project 
adopted  for  improvement  of  the  harbor  under  the  appropriation  of  1890 
consisted  in  a  contraction  of  the  waterway  between  those  bridges  to  a 
width  of  about  2,000  feet,  in  order  to  concentrate  the  flow  upon  the 
bars,  and  thus  cause  scour  to  the  depth  desired.     The  contraction 

*  Of  this  balance  special  allotments  have  been  made  by  Congress,  as  follows : 

Bank  protection  at  Cairo,  111.,  act  of  July  5, 1884  (balance) $8, 600 

Bank  protection  on  east  side  of  Misdissippi  River  opposite  mouth  of  Missouri 
Kiver,  act  of  June  3, 1896 50,000 

Total 68,600 
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works  consisted  of  a  series  of  hardies  extending  oat  from  the  Illinois 
shore,  the  object  of  the  hordles  being  to  collect  deposits  of  material 
broaght  down  daring  floods^  and  thas  baild  ap  a  new  bank  out  to  the 
line  desired. 

This  work,  which  was  accomplished  by  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year 
ending  Jane  30, 1892,  caased  extensive  deposits  of  sediment  along  the 
line  of  hurdles,  and  has  resulted  in  considerable  increase  in  channel 
depth,  with  corresponding  benefit  to  navigation. 

Amount  expended  to  J  uly  1, 1897,  $150,762.03.  There  was  no  expend- 
iture during  the  past  fiscal  year. 

The  full  amount  of  the  estimate  for  the  improvement  of  this  part  of 
the  harbor  has  been  appropriated.  With  the  balance  remaining  it  is 
proposed  to  repair  damage  that  may  occur  to  the  hurdles  from  ice  and 
drift  and  to  extend  them  wherever  .found  necessary  to  do  so. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $31,237.97 

July  1, 1898, balance  unexpended 31,237.97 

(Bee  Appendix  Y  3.) 

4.  To  prevemt  the  Mississippi  Biver  from  breaking  throicgh  into  the 
Cache  River  at  or  near  a  point  known  as  Beechridge^  a  few  miles  above 
Cairo^  III. — ^The  sundry  civil  act  approved  June  4, 1897,  contains  an 
item  providing  for  this  work  which  reads  as  follows : — 

For  the  purpose  of  preyentio^  the  Mississippi  River  from  breaking  through  into 
the  Cache  Kiver  at  or  near  a  point  known  as  Beach  Ridge  [Beechridge],  a  few  miles 
north  of  Cairo,  whereby  the  National  Cemetery  at  Mound  City,  at  the  month  of  the 
Cache  River,  and  the  marine  hospital  at  Cairo  would  be  in  imminent  danger  of 
destruction,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
be  necessary,  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  immediately  available. 

The  project  for  this  work  not  being  based  upon  a  survey  under  the 
Engineer  Department  and  the  extent  of  the  work  contemplated  not 
being  known,  an  estimate  of  its  total  cost  can  not  be  given.  From  a 
Btudy  of  the  conditions  involved,  it  would  seem  that  the  object  of  the 
appropriation  can  best  be  carried  out  by  revetting  as  great  a  length  of 
the  bank  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  in  the  vicinity  of  Beechridge  Eailroad 
Station  as  the  funds  will  suffice. 

The  project  for  the  expenditure  of  the  amount  appropriated  contem- 
plates commencing  at  a  suitable  point  on  the  bank  of  the  river  a  short 
distance  above  the  nearest  point  to  Beechridge  Station,  building  a 
short  hurdle  out  into  the  stream  to  protect  the  head  of  the  revetment, 
and  then  revetting  the  bank  in  the  usual  manner  down  as  far  as  the 
funds  will  suffice. 

Under  this  project  a  hurdle  275  feet  in  length  was  constructed, 
and  8,250  linear  feet  of  low-water  revetment  was  put  in  place,  3,375 
linear  feet  of  the  bank  being  revetted  to  a  30-foot  stage,  and  4,875  feet 
to  stages  varying  from  30  to  10  feet.  The  low-water  revetment  was 
about  130  feet  in  width,  extending  from  the  low-water  line  out  into  the 
river.  Four  hundred  and  forty  feet  of  the  upper  portion  of  this  was 
made  of  brush  and  the  remainder  of  lumber  about  1  inch  thick,  from 
4  to  6  inches  wid^  and  12  feet  in  length.  This  was  woven  in  and  out 
similar  in  manner  to  using  the  brush.  It  makes  an  excellent  mattress 
when  used  in  this  way. 

After  the  high  water  had  graded  the  bank  back,  the  upper  revetment 
of  stone  was  put  on. 

The  work  is  being  done  by  purchase  of  material  in  open  market  and 
hired  labor,  using  Government  plant  belonging  to  the  general  improve- 
ment of  the  river  between  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri  Eiver  and  the 
mouth  of  tiie  Ohio  Biver. 
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A  survey  was  made  of  Greenleaf  Bend  in  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  and 
Cache  Eiver  from  tiiis  vicinity  to  its  mouth  on  the  Ohio  Eiver  near 
Mound  City,  111. 

The  funds  available  will  be  sufficient  to  complete,  including  work 
already  done,  about  10,000  feet  of  revetment  to  a  height  about  the  30- 
foot  stage. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $100,000.00 

Jnne  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 33, 427. 70 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 66,572.30 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 3,385.76 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 63,186.55 

(See  Appendix  Y  4.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER,  BETWEEN  MOUTH  OF  MISSOURI 
RIVER  AND  ST.  PAUL,  MINN.,  AND  OF  GALENA  RIVER,  ILLINOIS. 

This  district  was  in  the  temporary  charge  of  Lient.  Charles  Keller, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  to  September  li5, 1897 ;  in  the  charge  of  Lieut.  GoL 
W.  K.  King,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  September  25, 1897,  to  May  18, 
1898,  with  Lieutenant  Keller  under  his  immediate  orders  to  April  9, 
1898,  and  in  the  charge  of  Capt.  C.  McD.  Townsend,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
since  May  25,  1898,  Division  Engineer,  Col.  J.  W.  Barlow,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  since  May  25,  1898. 

1.  Operating  snag  boats  and  dredge  boats  on  Upper  Mississippi  River, — 
By  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  11, 1888,  provision  was  made  for 
operating  snag  boats  and  dredge  boats  on  the  Upper  Mississippi  Kiver 
under  a  permanent  appropriation,  the  sum  so  expended  not  to  exceed 
$25,000  annually. 

From  July  1  to  November  12, 1897,  and  from  April  24  to  June  30, 
1898,  the  snag  boat  Oeneral  Barnard  was  employed  removing  siiaga  and 
other  similar  obstructions,  and  otherwise  assisting  interests  of  naviga- 
tion between  Minneapolis  and  the  mouth  of  Missouri  Kiver.  Dredge 
Fhcenix  and  drill  boat  No.  6  were  engaged  for  a  time  in  removing  rock 
from  the  channel. 

The  total  amount  expended  for  snag-boat  service  to  June  30, 1897, 
is  $749,640. 

The  total  amount  of  freight  transported  on  the  Upper  Mississippi 
Eiver  during  the  calendar  year  1897  was  about  3,200,000  tons. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898, 
was  $25,000. 

(See  Appendix  Z  1.) 

2.  Mississippi  River  between  Missouri  River  and  8t.  Paul,  Minn, — 
Under  this  head  is  carried  on  the  improvement  of  through  navigation. 
Systematic  work  began  in  1878,  and  such  good  results  have  been  secured 
as  to  demonstrate  that  with  a  continuance  of  operations  under  liberal 
appropriations  the  low- water  channel  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver  between 
St.  Paul  and  the  Missouri  Kiver  can  be  made  sufficiently  deep,  avail- 
able, and  permanent  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  commerce.  The  naviga- 
tion interests  are  very  large  and  important.  The  amount  of  freight 
carried  during  1897,  including  logs  and  lumber,  was,  approximately, 
3,200,000  tons. 

The  original  condition  of  the  channel  between  the  Missouri  Biver  and 
St.  Paul  was  such  that  in  low  stages  the  larger  boats  were  unable  to 
proceed  farther  up  the  river  than  La  Crosse  or  Wino!ia,  and  in  many 
seasona  at  points  much  lower  down  their  progress  was  checked  or  seri- 
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onsly  hindered.  In  all  sach  cases  through  freight  was  reshipped  on 
small  and  light-draft  boats  or  barges. 

The  originally  adopted  project  for  the  improvement,  which  has  not 
been  materially  changed,  proposed  the  contraction  of  the  channel  or 
waterway  by  means  of  wing  and  closing  dams  to  sach  an  extent  as,  by 
means  of  the  sconr  thereby  caused,  to  aftbrd  a  channel  of  sufficient 
width  and  of  a  depth  of  4.5  feet  at  low  water,  to  be  eventually  increased 
to  6  feet  by  further  contraction. 

There  was  expended  on  the  improvement  to  June  30, 1897,  the  sum 
of  $7,255,918.18.  At  that  date,  and  for  several  years  previous,  the  con- 
dition of  the  channel  was  such  as  to  permit  the  passage  of  the  largest 
river  boats  at  very  low  stages  through  to  St.  Paul. 

During  the  past  year  work  has  been  carried  on  by  hired  labor  and 
use  of  Government  plant  between  St.  Paul  and  Lake  Pepin,  at  Kings 
Ck>ulee  in  Lake  Pepin,  between  Queens  Bluff  and  Prairie  du  Ghien,  at 
Bock  Island  Rapids  and  Harbor,  between  Keithsburg  and  Nashville, 
at  Burlington  Harbor,  between  Keokuk  and  Quincy,  at  WarsawQuincy 
Levee,  between  Quincy  and  Hamburg,  at  Sny  Island  Levee,  and  between 
the  Illinois  and  Missouri  rivers;  under  formal  contract, between  Beeds 
Landing  and  Trempealeau,  at  Dubuque  and  Muscatine  harbors,  between 
Dubuque  and  Le  Claire,  between  Bock  Island  and  Keithsburg,  between 
Keithsburg  and  Nashville,  between  Hamburg  and  Illinois  Biver,  and 
at  the  Flint  Greek  Levee;  under  agreement,  at  the  Flint  Greek  and 
Warsaw-Quincy  Levee. 

There  was  expended  for  channel  improvement  during  the  year  about 
|666,iK)0,and  an  increased  depth  was  obtained  at  many  localities — never 
less  than  1  toot  and  generally  more. 

As  regards  the  Flint  Greek  to  Iowa  Biver  Levee,  two  years  ago  the 
origin^  estimate,  $305,000,  was  for  various  reasons  reduced  to  $250,000, 
which  amount  has  already  been  appropriated.  But  it  now  appears  that 
the  levee  section  is  not  large  enough  and  that  the  crest  is  too  low,  and 
authority  has  been  given  to  readopt  the  original  estimate,  so  that  an 
additional  $55,000  is  needed  to  complete  the  work. 

For  La  Grosse  Harbor  the  estimate  is  $17,000,  of  which  $5,000  is 
appropriated.  The  balance  of  $12,000  is  needed  to  complete  the 
improvement. 

To  prevent  the  suspension  of  this  important  work  from  lack  of  fiinds, 
the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3,  1896,  makes  provision  for  three 
jears'  work  from  July,  1897,  to  be  paid  for  as  appropriations  are  made 
by  law,  at  the  rate  of  $826,666.67  annually. 

July  1,  1S97,  balance  tmexpended •$947,374.86 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  deficiency  act  approved  Jnly  19,  1897 200, 000.00 

Amonni  appropriated  by  sundry  civil  act  approved  Jnly  1,  1898 826, 666. 67 

1,974^041.53 
Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 818, 715. 40 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,155,326.13 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities $16,338.03 

Jnly  1, 1898,  <amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 159, 050. 57 

175, 388. 60 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available 979, 937. 63 

'Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 

30,1900 ^ 826,666.67 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  Z  2.) 

*The  balance  unexpended  July  1, 1897,  is  $33,756.04  less  than  given  last  year,  said 
amoiint  having  been  transferred  to  Appropriation  for  Look  and  Uamlilo.  2. 
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3.  Operating  and  care  of  Des  Moines  Rapids  Canal  and  Dry  Dock. — 
Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  the  Des  Moines  Eapids  Canal  was  open  for 
navigation  253  days,  daring  which  time  there  passed  through  it  792 
steamboats  and  395  barges,  carrying  22,984  passengers,  18,314  tons  of 
merchandise,  and  78,157  bashels  of  grain.  There  abo  passed  through 
the  canal  68,300,704  feet  B.  M.  of  lumber,  22,128,000  feet  of  logs, 
22,697,900  shingles,  and  27,100,150  laths. 

The  dry  dock  was  in  constant  use  during  the  whole  year. 

The  cost  of  operating  and  care  of  the  canal  is  provided  for  by  an 
indefinite  appropriation  made  by  act  of  March  3, 1881,  and  July  5, 1884« 

The  amount  expended  during  the  year  was  $38,504.95,  including  out- 
standing liabilities. 

(See  Appendix  Z  3.) 

4,  Operating  and  care  of  Oalena  River  improvement^  Illinois. — This 
improvement,  consisting  of  a  lock  and  dam  in  the  Galena  liiver,  was 
purchased  by  the  United  States  in  March,  1894,  under  provisions  of 
act  of  Congress  of  September  19, 1890,  at  a  cost  of  $100,000.  During 
the  past  fiscal  year  the  lock  was  open  for  navigation  202  days,  during 
which  time  there  passed  through  it  395  boate  and  barges,  carrying 
2,523  passengers  and  2,237  tons  of  merchandise. 

The  cost  of  operating  and  care  of  the  improvement  is  provided  for 
under  indefinite  appropriation  made  by  act  of  Congress  approved  July 
5,1884. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  year  was  $5,890,05,  including 
outstanding  liabilities. 

(See  Appendix  Z  4.) 

CONSTRUCTION  OF  RESERVOIRS  AT  HEAD  WATERS  OP  MISSISSIPPI 
RIVER;  IMPROVEMENT  OF  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  FROM  ST.  PAUL  TO 
MINNEAPOLIS,  OF  RIVERS  IN  WISCONSIN  AND  MINNESOTA  TRIBUTARY 
TO  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER,  AND  OF  RED  RIVER  OF  THE  NORTH,  MINNE- 
SOTA AND  NORTH  DAKOTA:  GAUGING  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  AT  ST.  PAUL, 
MINN. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  W.  A.  Jones,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  to  September  24,  1897,  and  of  Maj.  Frederic  V.  Abbot, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  since  that  date;  Division  Engineer,  Col.  J.  W. 
Barlow,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  September  30, 1897. 

1.  Mississippi  River  between  8i.  Paul  and  MinneapoliSj  Minn,:  Con- 
struction of  Lock  and  Bam  No.  2. — [This  work  was  in  the  charge  of 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  E.  King,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  October  16, 1897,]  By 
river  and  harbor  act  of  August  18, 1894,  authority  was  given  for  com- 
mencement of  improvement  of  the  river  between  St.  Paul  and  Minne- 
apolis by  slack- water  navigation.  The  original  condition  of  the  channel 
was  such  that  at  low  stages  it  was  navigable  by  very  small  boats  only, 
and  at  all  stages  the  current  was  so  swift  for  about  3  mile^s  that  boats 
were  unable  to  make  headway  against  it.    These  conditions  still  prevail. 

The  original  project,  as  yet  unchanged,  was  the  construction  of  Lock 
and  Dam  No.  2,  near  Meekers  Island,  to  carry  slack  water  from  that 
point  to  Washington  Avenue  Bridge  at  Minneapolis.  The  estimated 
cost  was  $598,235.  The  amount  expended  on  this  project  to  the  close 
of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  was  $10i^21.63. 

During  the  year  preparations  have  been  made  f(»r  the  commencement 
of  construction  of  the  lock  and  dam.  The  necessary  land  has  been 
secured.  A  detailed  plan,  with  drawings,  has  been  prepared.  Other 
work  of  preparation  has  consisted  in  the  procurement  of  traveling 
cableway  and  its  partial  erection,  purchase  of  air-compressor  plan^ 
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stone  omsheTy  the  necessary  engines  and  boilers  for  the  operation  of 
the  plant,  sinking  an  artesian  well,  the  erection  of  the  necessary  baild- 
ings  for  carpenter  and  blacksmith  shop,  and  engine  and  boiler  houses. 

Jolj  1, 1897,  balance  anexpended $184,756.04 

June  90, 1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 19,709.09 

J11I7I,  1898,  balance  unexpended .*.  165,046.95 

July  1, 1898,  outetanding  liabilities 25,869.66 

July  1, 1896,  balance  available 139,177.29 

{ Amoant  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 397, 357. 33 
Amonnttliat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June30, 1900  397,357.33 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  A  A  1.) 

2.  Oon8truction  of  reservoirs  at  head  waters  of  Mississippi  River. — 
The  object  of  these  reservoirs  is  to  collect  sarplas  water,  principally 
from  precipitation  of  winter,  spring,  and  early  sammer,  to  be  system- 
atically released  so  as  to  beneht  navigation  on  the  Mississippi  Biver 
below  the  reservoir  dams. 

Improvement  of  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  by  means  of  reservoirs 
was  the  subject  of  a  uamber  of  reports,  preliminary  and  otherwise, 
from  1870  to  1881,  both  years  inclusive.  The  estimate  of  cost  of  the 
proposed  dams  at  the  head  waters  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  in  Minne- 
sota was  9573,660.08,  the  materials  for  construction  to  be  mainly  the 
timber  and  earth  found  in  the  country. 

Later  rearrangement  of  dams  and  revision  of  estimates  brought  the 
estimated  cost  of  the  reservoirs  to  about  $675,000,  not  including  land 
damages. 

These  dams  are  as  follows:  At  Lake  Winnibigoshish,  Leech  Lake, 
Pokegama  Falls,  Sandy  Lake,  Pine  River,  and  Gull  Lake.  All  of  them 
have  been  completed  excepting  that  for  Gull  Lake. 

Authority  for  the  construction  of  the  Gull  Lake  Reservoir  was  origi- 
nally given  by  Congress  on  condition  that  the  United  States  should  be 
at  no  expense  for  lands,  mills,  or  property  necessarily  taken  or  injured. 
The  act  of  June  4, 1897,  removed  a  portion  of  the  restriction  by  author- 
izing the  use  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  $15,000  for  payment  of  damages 
for  lands  or  tenements  overflowed.  It  is  found  that  if  the  dam  be  built, 
the  damages  will  be  far  in  excess  of  the  limit  fixed,  and  it  is  believed 
that  the  construction  should  be  abandoned,  as  the  lands  to  be  sub- 
merged, have  become  too  costly  in  comparison  with  the  benefits  the 
reservoir  might  secure  to  justify  construction. 

The  total  amount  expended  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1897,  was  $833,453.61.  These  expenditures  cover  cost  of  construc- 
tion of  five  dams  and  their  operating  machinery,  of  superintendence 
and  contingencies,  of  certain  awards  for  damages,  and  of  repairs;  also 
of  operating  the  dams  up  to  February  1, 1895. 

The  exi)enditure  has  resulted  in  benefit  during  the  low- water  season 
to  the  navigable  portions  of  the  Mississippi  River  from  Grand  Rapids, 
Minn.,  to  the  confluence  of  the  Mississippi  and  St.  Oroix  rivers,  about 
22  mUes  below  St.  Paul. 

The  reasons  given  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers 
for  1897,  page  1681  et  seq.,  for  limiting  the  system  to  the  reservoirs  now 
actually  constructed,  have  become  more  forcible  as  the  country  has  been 
settled  and  lands  have  increased  in  vakie.  The  policy  for  the  future 
■honld  be  to  replace  the  present  timber  structures,  which  are  annually 
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becoming  more  and  more  decayed,  by  permanent  dams  of  concrete  or 
masonry,  to  define  by  proper  surveys  the  areas  which  the  United  States 
actaally  owns,  and  to  acquire  by  purchase  flowage  rights  over  the  large 
areas  which,  without  any  legal  right,  are  now  annually  overflowed  by 
the  filling  of  the  reservoirs,  and  the  estimate  presented  contemplates 
such  work.  During  the  year  equitable  prices  have  been  paid  for  flow- 
age  rights  on  a  number  of  tracts  of  land  lying  below  the  dams,  which 
are  overflowed  by  a  release  of  water. 

The  dams  at  Leech  Lake  and  Lake  Winnibigoshish  have  become  so 
unsafe  that  the  ofiicer  in  charge  reports  that  these  reservoirs  must  be 
put  out  of  use  after  the  low- water  season  of  1898.  To  replace  them 
with  safe  concrete  dams  will  cost  9100,000  each.  To  make  it  possible 
to  fill  Pine  Kiver  Beservoir  to  its  projected  flowage  line  requires  dikes 
costing  910,000. 

The  deficiency  act  approved  July  7, 1898,  authorizes  the  use  of  all 
unexpended  balances  of  money  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  con- 
struction of  reservoirs,  including  the  appropriation  for  constructing 
Gull  Lake  Beservoir,  for  the  renewal  and  repair  of  the  dams  heretofore 
constructed. 

There  has  been  expended  for  reservoir  dams,  including  repairs,  etc., 
$841,381.31,  of  which  $7,927.70  was  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1898. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  titles  to  the  Indian  lands  soon  to  be 
opened  to  settlers,  a  report  has  been  submitted  by  the  officer  in  charge 
and  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  The  only  surveys 
from  which  the  descriptions  of  the  lauds  could  be  compiled  were  so 
incomplete  that  any  descriptions  taken  from  them  before  addition^ 
surveys  are  made  are  likely  to  be  greatly  in  error. 

For  the  commerce  benefited  by  the  reservoirs,  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  commercial  statistics  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  Kiver. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balanoe  unexpended $72,046.39 

Jane  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 7, 927. 70 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 64,118.69 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding liabilitiee 461.67 

July  1,1898,  balance  available 63,657.02 

f  Amount  t h  at  can  be  profitably  expen  ded  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900*270, 000. 00 
<  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  oi  sections  2  of  river  and 
t    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  A  A  2.) 

3.  Operating  and  oare  of  reservoirs  at  head  waters  of  Mississippi  River. — 
The  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  18, 1894,  made  applicable  to  the 
reservoirs  at  head  waters  of  Mississippi  Kiver  <^8o  far  as  concerns  their 
care,  preservation,  and  maintenance,"  the  provisions  of  the  general 
appropriation  for  ^<  operating  and  care  of  canals  and  other  works  of 
navigation,  indefinite,"  contained  in  section  4  of  the  river  and  harbor 
act  of  July  5, 1884.  The  first  allotment  was  made  January  25, 1895, 
and  the  expenses  from  February  1, 1895,  have  been  paid  from  the  indefi- 
nite appropriation. 

Ordinary  repairs  to  Leech  Lake,  Winnibigoshish,  Pokegama,  and 
Pine  Eiver  dams  were  made  at  an  expense  of  $835.03.  The  road  con- 
necting Leech  Lake  and  Winnibigoshish  dams  was  repaired  at  a  cost  of 
$407.01. 

*  Required  for  renewal  and  repair  of  reservoir  dams,  as  contemplated  in  the  gen- 
eral deficiency  act  approved  July  7,  ISdS. 
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The  amonot  expended  in  care  and  maintenance  of  these  reservoirs 
daring  the  past  year  was  $20,497.19. 

For  commercial  statistics  reference  should  be  made  to  the  reports  on 
the  Mississippi  River. 

(ISee  Appendix  A  A  3.) 

4.  Chippetoa  Biver^  including  yellow  banks^  Wisconsin, — ^Before  im- 
provement the  depth  on  the  bars  at  low  water  seldom  exceeded  18  inches, 
and  the  crossing  at  the  month  of  the  river  was  extremely  difficult  at 
that  stage,  as  there  were  a  number  of  channels  of  insufficient  depth. 
Frequently  the  depth  at  the  mouth  was  but  10  to  12  inches. 

The  first  examinations  and  surveys  of  this  stream  were  made  in  1874 
and  1875.  Based  upon  the  latter  a  project  was  prepared  for  the  improve- 
ment, consisting  of  the  revetment  of  caving  banks  and  construction  of 
dams  and  jetties  from  Eau  Claire  to  the  confluence  of  the  stream  with 
the  Mississippi  River,  a  distance  of  56  miles,  in  order  to  confine  the  low- 
water  volume  to  a  channel  of  nearly  uniform  width;  also  to  protect  the 
five  yellow  banks  bordering  on  the  river  and  relieve  the  channel  of  the 
Chippewa  River  and  of  the  Mississippi  River  below  the  junction  of  the 
two  streams  from  the  sand  contributed  by  them.  The  first  estimate  of 
cost  was  $139,892.50.  The  project  has  remained  unaltered,  except  an 
increase  in  the  amount  of  work  to  be  done.  The  estimate  has  been 
revised  three  times.  The  last  one  (made  in  1888)  placed  the  cost  at 
$272,487.72. 

For  a  full  description  of  the  river  and  detailed  statement  of  the  revi- 
sion of  project,  reference  is  made  to  page  2183,  Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1895.. 

Total  expended  from  commencement  of  operations  in  1877  to  June  30, 
1897,  $183,859.57. 

The  improvement  to  June  30, 1897,  has  provided  a  permanent  chan- 
nel 3  feet  deep  over  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  has  materi- 
ally increased  the  depths  over  the  Durand,  Plum  Island,  Plum  Island 
Flats,  Battle  Island,  Wacouta  Island,  and  Flower  Pot  Island  bars,  besides 
straightening  a  difficult  piece  of  river  at  the  Madison  Street  Bridge,  in 
Eau  Claire,  and  stopping  a  difficult  and  dangerous  cut-off  at  Dead  Lake. 
Where  the  improvements  have  been  completed,  the  channels  are  3  feet 
or  more  in  depth.  The  improvement  has  effected  a  material  reduction 
in  the  cost  of  running  rafted  lumber  from  Eau  Claire  to  the  mouth  of 
the  river. 

No  work  of  consequence  has  been  done  at  the  yellow  banks  since 
1883,  at  which  date  about  one-fifth  of  the  banks  had  been  revetted. 

The  work  of  the  past  year  being  only  repairs,  has  produced  no  effect 
in  the  way  of  increased  depths. 

The  river  traffic  at  present  is  confined  to  the  rafting  of  manufactured 
Inmber  and  the  running  of  loose  logs.  The  annual  tonnage  of  rafted 
lamber  is  about  300,000  tons,  and  of  loose  logs  about  1,000,000  tons. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  anexpended $7,890.43 

Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 4,030.95 

Jnly  1,1898,  balance  anexpended 3,859.48 

July  1, 1898, ontetanding  fiabilltiee  .--.• 792.44 

July  1, 1896,  balance  ayaUable 3,067.04 

iAmoont  (estimated)  reaoired  for  completion  of  existing  project 80, 737. 72 
Amoant  thatcan  beprofitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    40, 000. 00 
Snbmitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acta  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  cIyU  act  of  Jane  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  A  A  4.) 
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5.  St  Croix  River y  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota. — ^Before  the  improvement 
was  began  the  low- water  depth  in  the  channel  above  Lake  St.  Croix  was 
but  2  feet  on  many  of  the  bars.  In  Lake  St.  Croix,  and  below,  the  chan- 
nel over  Hudson  and  Catfish  bars  was  narrow  and  tortuous. 

The  project  for  improvement  contemplates  removal  of  snags,  bowl- 
ders, bars,  etc.,  and  the  contraction  of  the  low-water  channel  from  Tay- 
lors Falls  to  the  head  of  Lake  St.  Croix;  widening  and  straightening 
the  channel  where  it  is  narrow  or  tortuous  in  Lake  St.  Croix  by  dredg- 
ing and  contraction  works:  also  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  and 
water  front  of  Stillwater,  Minn. 

The  object  of  the  improvement  is  to  furnish  an  open  channel,  3  feet 
deep,  from  Taylors  Falls  to  the  confluence  with  the  Mississippi  River, 
52.3  miles,  and  better  harbor  facilities  at  Stillwater.  The  estimated 
cost  is  $136,700.  The  river  and  Imrbor  act  of  June  3, 1806,  allotted, 
from  the  general  appropriation  for  the  river,  the  sum  of  $10,000,  to  be 
used  in  improving  Stillwater  Harbor,  the  upper  part  of  Lake  St.  Oroix. 

The  total  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $114,687.19. 

By  June  30,  1897,  the  projected  work  between  Stillwater  and  the 
mouth  had  been  accomplished,  but  above  Stillwater  little  effect  had 
been  produced.  At  a  few  points  trouble  is  experienced,  and  some  wing 
dams  should  be  put  in  at  these  places;  but  generally  the  money  should 
be  applied  to  the  lower  river,  which  is  much  used  by  the  steamers 
towing  log  rafts  to  the  Mississippi  River. 

During  the  past  year  the  only  work  has  been  repairs  to  some  of  the 
dams  and  the  construction  of  a  small  dredge  to  be  used  near  Stillwater. 
Ko  increased  depths  have  been  secured  during  the  year,  as  the  dredge 
was  only  completed  late  in  June,  1898. 

The  commerce  of  the  river  at  present  consists  of  tows  of  lumber  and 
log  rafts.  The  total  tonnage  passing  over  the  river  is  approximately 
2,000,000  tons  per  annum. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnezpended $12,812.81 

June  30,  IS&S,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 7,467.89 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 5,344.92 

Julyl,  1898,  outstanding liabiUties 1,293.68 

July  1, 1898,  balance  avaUable 4,051.24 

'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  complctiou  of  exlHtiu^  project 9, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30^  1900      9, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundiy  cItU  act  of  June  4^  1897. 

(See  Appendix  A  A  5.) 

6.  Minnesota  River^  Minnesota, — ^There  has  been  no  navigation  on  this 
river  during  the  past  year  so  far  as  known,  and  petitions  are  on  file  in 
this  ofi&ce  calling  for  the  removal  of  the  works  of  improvement  hereto- 
fore put  in  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  small  balance  unexpended 
has  been  turned  into  the  Treasury,  and  no  further  report  will  be  sub- 
mitted on  this  work,  unless  Congress  provides  money  to  renew  the  effort 
to  improve  this  river. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897,  $131,370.45  had  been  expended. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended .' $129.55 

June  90, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 127.20 

Returned  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 2.35 

(See  Appendix  A  A  6.) 

7.  Red  River  of  the  Norths  Minnesota  and  North  Dakota. — When  the 
improvement  of  this  river  began,  the  navigation  of  the  reach  from  Breck- 
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enridgetoMoorhead,  97  miles,  was  difficalt  at  all  stages  and  impossible 
at  low  water.  The  second  reach  from  Moorhead  to  Grand  Forks,  155 
miles,  had  a  mling  depth  at  low  water  of  1 .5  feet.  The  third  reach  from 
Grand  Forks  to  the  boundary  line  of  the  United  States,  143.5  miles,  had 
a  rating  low- water  depth  of  2  feet.  The  low- water  navigation  of  Bed 
Lake  River  was  obstracted  by  bowlders  between  Thief  Eiver  Falls  and 
High  Landing,  a  distance  of  35  miles,  and  by  a  bad  bar  at  its  connection 
with  Ked  Lake. 

The  present  project  is  the  same  as  the  original  (adopted  December, 
1877),  except  that  an  open-channel  improvement  was  substituted  in 
1886,  by  act  of  Congress,  for  the  proposed  lock  and  dam  at  Goose  Kapids, 
and  the  improvement  of  Red  Lake  River  between  Thief  River  Falls  and 
Red  Lake  was  added  by  the  terms  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  Congress 
of  June  3, 1896. 

The  object  of  the  improvement  is  to  provide  an  open  channel  on  the 
Red  River  of  the  North  from  Breckenridge  to  the  northern  boundary 
line,  395.5  miles,  as  follows: 

1.  Breckenridge  to  Moorhead,  97  miles;  a  channel  capable  of  being 
navigated  during  high  and  medium  stages  of  water. 

2.  Moorhead  to  Grand  Forks,  155  miles;  a  channel  50  feet  wide  and 
3  feet  deep  at  low  water. 

3.  Grand  Forks  to  the  northern  boundary  line,  143.5  miles;  a  channel 
60  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep  at  low  water. 

Also  to  provide  a  3foot  open  channel  improvement  of  the  Red  Lake 
River  and  Red  Lake  from  Thief  River  Falls  to  and  including  Red  Lake, 
a  total  distance  of  135  miles. 

The  original  estimated  cost  was  $364,598.17;  increased  in  1883  to 
$398,598.17.    The  estimate  was  revised  in  1887,  after  Congress  had  sub- 
stituted an  open-channel  improvement  for  lock  and  dam  at  (jroose  Rapids, 
and  placed  at  $252,598.37.    An  increase  of  the  latter  was  authorized 
May  8, 1893,  to  $310,320.    Congress,  in  1896,  added  $5,000  to  the  esti- 
mate of  cost  by  attaching  the  improvement  of  Red  Lake  River  to  the 
project,  making  the  present  estimate  of  cost  from  the  commencement  of 
work  $315,320.    This  does  not  cover  cost  of  the  project  for  Red  Lake 
Kiver. 
The  total  amount  expended  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $267,651.22. 
By  June  30,  1897,  the  object  had  not  been  obtained  on  the  first  divi- 
sion of  the  Red  River  of  the  North,  which  has  for  some  years  been 
closed  against  all  navigation  by  permanent  pile  bridges.    The  Secre- 
tary of  War  has  approved  leaving  these  bridges  as  they  stand,  as  there 
Was  no  navigation  affected  thereby.    The  object  was  obtained  on  the 
tUml  division  and  on  all  but  13  miles  of  the  second,  but  annual  dredg- 
ing will  be  needed  to  maintain  the  depth.    On  Red  Lake  River  104 
cubic  yards  of  bowlders  had  been  removed. 

During  the  past  year  but  little  dredging  has  been  possible,  on  account 
of  the  badly  rotted  state  of  the  dredge  hull  and  the  depreciated  con- 
dition of  the  rest  of  the  plant.  About  a  mile  of  training  dam  has  been 
built.  On  Red  Lake  River  35  miles  was  worked  over,  much  improving 
the  navigation  of  the  stream  at  low  water. 

On  the  Red  River  of  the  North  the  expenditures  for  the  past  fiscal 
year  have  been  $6,174.01.    . 

On  Red  Lake  River  the  expenditures  for  the  last  fiscal  year  have 
been  $2,351.79. 

Navigation  on  Red  River  is  confined  to  comparatively  short  reaches 
north  and  south  of  Grand  Forks,  and  consists  mainly  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  wheat  to  Grand  Forks  by  two  steamboats  (100  and  12  tons 
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respectively)  and  6  barges.    The  tonnage  during  the  year  1897  was 
13,840,  a  falling  off  from  that  of  1896  of  about  5,000  tons. 

On  Bed  Lake  River  three  steamers  of  50  tons  each  were  operated, 
carrying  general  merchandise  and  passengers;  the  total  tonnage  in 
1897  being  642,  and  901  passengers.  Twenty-two  million  feet  b.  m.  of 
logs  was  ran  on  the  river  during  the  year.  Two  large  steamboats  are 
run  on  Red  Lake  towing  logs,  the  quantity  moved  being  aboat  21,000,000 
b.  m.  feet. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $10,348.78 

Refund  of  overpayment 5.00 

10, 353. 78 
June  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  during  fiscjil  year 8, 530. 80 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 1,822.98 

July  1,1898,  outstanding  liabUitios 186.58 

July  1,1898,  balance  available., 1,636.40 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 2^7, 320. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  ^ear  ending  June  30, 1900    20, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  oi  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  aua  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  A  A  7.) 

8,  Gauging  Mississippi  River  at  or  near  SL  Paul,  Minn. — The  river 
and  harbor  act  of  August  11, 1888,  anthorized  the  gaugings,  bat  none 
were  made  until  the  fall  of  1889.  Since  the  latter  date  gaagings  have 
been  made  as  frequently  as  the  funds  available  would  permit. 

Owing  to  the  condition  of  the  reservoirs  they  will  not  be  in  use  daring 
the  season;  the  observations  are  not  therefore  necessary. 

Amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  $4,900. 

The  records  indicate  that  a  rise  in  the  river  at  St.  Paul  commences 
in  seven  or  eight  days  following  the  release  of  the  water  from  the  dis- 
tribating  reservoir  at  Pokegama  Falls,  and  in  about  five  days  thereafter 
the  full  effect  is  felt.    The  mean  time  is,  therefore,  ten  days. 

For  commercial  statistics  reference  is  made  to  the  reports  upon  the 
Mississippi  River. 

Aniouut  allotted  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898 $500. 00 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year 500. 00 

(See  Appendix  A  A  8.) 

SURVEY   MADE    IN    COMPLIANCE  WITH    EIVER   AND    HARBOR  ACT  OP 

JUKE  3,   1896. 

The  survey  of  Big  Stone  Lake  and  Lake  Traverse,  Minnesota,  tcith  a 
vieic  to  the  construction  of  reservoirs  required  by  the  river  and  harbor 
act  of  June  3, 1806,  was  made  under  the  direction  of  the  local  engineer, 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  A.  Jones,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  report  tbereon  sub- 
mitted November  15, 1897.  The  report  is  accompanied  by  a  subreport 
of  Mr.  W.  C.  Weeks,  who  made  the  survey.  Mr.  Weeks  submits  cer- 
tain plans  for  which  the  estimated  cost  is  $745,965.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jones  modifies  these  plans  and  submits  estimates  of  cost  amounting  to 
$350,000. 

The  plans  and  estimates  presented  must  be  considered  preliminary, 
and  should  Congress  decide  to  make  provision  for  this  work,  much  fur- 
ther detailed  study  of  the  proposed  work  must  be  made. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No.  134,  Fitty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  A  A  9.) 
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IMPROVEMENT  OF  MISSOURI  RIVER  AT  AND  ABOVE  SIOUX  CITY,  IOWA, 
AND  OF  YELLOWSTONE  RIVER,  MONTANA  AND  NORTH  DAKOTA. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Oapt.  J.  0.  Sanford,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers.   Division  Engineer,  Col.  J.  W.  Barlow,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

i.  Missouri  River  between  Stubbs  Ferry ^  Montana^  and  the  lower  limits 

of  Sioux  Cityj  Iowa. — ^The  river  distance  between  the  above  points  is 

1,060  miles.    By  its  physical  characteristics  this  portion  of  the  river  is 

divided  into  four  sections:  The  hrst,  Stubbs  Ferry  to  Greatfalls,  Mont.^ 

130  miles,  is  the  navigable  portion  above  the  '^ Great  Falls;"  the  second, 

Greatfalls  to  Fort  Benton,  Mont.,  49  miles,  is  an  unnavigable  section, 

occupied  by  cataracts  and  dangerous  rapids;  the  third,  Fort  Benton  to 

Carroll,Mout.,  172  miles,  knowu  as  the  ^^liocky  River,"  containsnumerous 

rapids  and  rock  obstructions,  but  has  carried  a  heavy  commerce;  the 

fourth,  Carroll  to  Sioux  City,  1,309  miles,  known  as  the  "  tSandy  River,'' 

is  characterized  by  muddy  water,  sand  bars,  and  a  shifting  channel, 

vitb  easily  eroded  and  constantly  eroding  banks.    Navigation  is  diiticult 

at  low  water,  due  to  the  too  great  width  of  the  river  in  many  places. 

The  upper  158  miles  forms  a  transition  portion  between  the  '^  Rocky'' 

and  "  iSandy  "  rivers. 

Between  Stubbs  Ferry  and  Oreatfalls. — ^This  reach  consists  of  two 
distinct  portions.  From  Stubbs  Ferry  to  just  below  the  town  of  Cas- 
cade, 76  miles,  the  average  slope  is  3.73  feet  per  mile.  Numerous  rapids 
and  rock  obstructions  exist  in  this  reach.  A  channel  depth  of  less  than 
2.5  teet  at  low  water  is  found  at  a  number  of  places  (said  to  be  fifteen). 
Below  this  rapid  portion  the '^  Long  Pool  "extends  to  (ireatfalls,  54 
miles.  The  average  slope  is  only  0.52  foot  per  mile.  A  channel  depth 
of  3  feet  originally  existed  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  x)00l, 
tbough  a  less  depth  was  found  at  a  number  of  places. 

lu  18S0  a  small  amount  of  rock  removal  work  had  been  done  at  the 
worst  two  rapids  above  Cascade,  under  an  appropriation  for  improving 
the  Missouri  River  above  the  mouth  of  the  Yellowstone  River. 

The  original  project,  submitted  January  23, 1892,  contenVplated  obtain- 
inp;  a  channel  3  feet  deep  at  low  water  from  Greatfalls  to  Cascade  and 
a  channel  of  2.5  feet  low-water  depth  from  Cascade  to  the  canyon  next 
below  Stubbs  Ferry,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $115,837.50.  The  only 
work  contemplated  between  Greatfalls  and  Casciide  was  on  the  4  miles 
uext  below  Cascade. 

This  project  was  based  on  maps  of  survey  made  in  the  spring  of  1880, 
OQ  which,  as  api>ears  from  recent  data,  the  stages  shown  were  from  2  to 
3  leet  too  low.    A  revised  project,  contemplating  the  same  results,  but 
providing  for  improvement  of  a  number  of  shoals  found  in  1894  nearer 
Greatfalls,  and  for  the  removal  of  certain  artificial  obstructions,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  work  provided  for  in  the  original  project,  was  adopted  No- 
vember 30, 1894.    In  this  project  the  estimate  for  the  whole  work  was 
increased  to  $105,812.50.    An  examination  made  in  Se])tember,  1897, 
between  Greatfalls  and  Cascade  showed  that  at  a  number  of  ])laces, 
the  improvement  of  which  was  not  contemplated  in  the  project  of  Novem- 
ber 30,  1894.  a  les^s  depth  than  3  feet  then  existed,  and  at  others  the 
flepth  reduced  to  low  water  would  have  been  less  than  3  feet,  some  of 
these  latter  being,  however,  as  shown  by  later  observations,  only  tem- 
ix>rary  obstructions.    A  further  revision  of  the  project,  increasing  the 
amonnt  of  work  below  Cascade  and  its  estimated  cost,  was  therefore 
necessitated.    This  revised  project  was  adopted  January  4,  1898.    In 
it  the  estimate  for  the  whole  work  is  increased  to  $213,646.50,  the  same 
results  being  contemplated  as  in  the  two  previous  projects  and  the 
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same  amoant  of  work  above  Cascade  being  provided  for.  Tbe  project 
also  contains  an  estimate,  as  did  the  previous  projects,  of  $4,500  for 
annual  maintenance. 

To  June  30, 1897,  tliere  had  been  expended  on  the  project  of  Novem- 
ber 30, 1894,  $31,207.46,  by  which  a  channel  of  the  proposed  depth  had 
been  obtained  from  Gre<atfalls  to  Griffin  Bar,  about  12  miles.  The 
shortness  of  the  improved  channel  had  prevented  any  marked  effect  on 
commerce. 

During  the  fiscal  year  $16,486.68  has  been  expended,  carrying  the 
3-foot  channel  to  Buckshot  Island,  about  16  miles  above  Greatfalls,  and 
beginning  the  improvement  of  Bird  Creek  Shoal,  the  present  head  of 
the  2^-foot  channel,  about  48  miles  above  Greatfalls. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  now  be  carried  at  low  water  over  the 
shoalest  part  of  the  locality  under  improvement  is  about  2  feet  at  Bird 
Creek  Shoal. 

Between  Greatfalls  and  Fort  Benton, — Original  condition  described 
above.    No  work  has  ever  been  projected  for  this  difficult  reach. 

Between  Fort  Benton  and  Carroll. — The  original  low- water  depth  was 
less  than  30  inches.  The  project  contemplates  the  removal  of  bowlders, 
the  contraction  of  the  channel  on  shoals,  and  dredging.  The  total 
expenditures  to  June  30,  1896,  were  about  $630,000,  including  cost  of 
before-mentioned  work  above  Greatfalls,  resulting  in  removal  of  the 
principal  obstructions  and  improvement  of  the  worst  shoals.  No  work 
has  been  done  since  1891,  navigation  having  ceased.  The  works  have 
been  damaged  by  ice  and  many  of  the  dredged  cliannels  have  filled  up. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  now  be  carried  at  mean  low  water 
between  Fort  Benton  and  Carroll  is  probably  less  than  30  inches; 
between  Carroll  and  Sioux  (  ity,  about  30  inches. 

At  Bismarck  Harbor, — The  high-water  channel  above  and  below 
Bismarck  was  of  excessive  width,  being  divided  by  several  bars  and 
islands.  The  chjinnel  shifted  frecjuently,  rendering  erosion  liable  to 
occur  at  almost  all  points  on  either  bank  throughout  the  reach.  A 
serious  erosion  of  the  right  bank  a  short  distance  above  the  bridge  was 
in  progress,  where  the  river  threatened  to  break  through  into  the  Heart 
Kiver. 

Under  a  project  for  the  expenditure  of  the  allotment  of  $40,000  made 
by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  18,  1894,  7  pile  dikes  had  been 
built  in  1895  to  check  this  erosion.  The  project  formed  part  of  a  gen- 
eral plan,  submitted  at  the  same  time,  for  the  rectification  of  the  river 
for  about  5  miles  above  and  5  miles  below  Bisniarck,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $725,000.  The  dikes  have  been  damaged  by  ice,  drift,  and  high 
water  in  each  spring  since  their  construction.  The  damage  done  in  the 
spring  of  IMHi  was  partially  repaired  in  May  of  that  year  under  trans- 
fer of  §2,328.21  from  balances  of  the  appropriations  of  1890  and  1892. 

The  present  project,  adopted  September  29, 1896,  provides  for  expend- 
ing the  832,000  allotted  from  the  appropriation  of  Jane  3,  1896.  in 
thoronghly  repairing  the  dikes  constructed  in  1895,  and  in  constructing 
two  dikes  in  continuation  downstream  of  this  group  and  in  protecting 
the  left  bank  just  below  the  bridge,  in  accordance  with  the  general 
plan. 

To  June  30, 1897,  there  had  been  expended  in  this  locality  $59,048.57. 
For  the  protection  of  the  left  bank  below  the  bridge  two  short  dikes 
have  been  nearly  completed  and  the  bank  revetted  for  500  feet  below 
the  warehouse  at  the  steamboat  landing.  One  of  the  proposed  dikes 
in  continuation  of  the  group  constructed  in  1895  had  been  begun.  The 
latter  gronp  had  been  severely  damaged  by  ice  in  the  spring  of  1897, 
the  lower  one.  No.  7,  and  a  considerable  part  of  No.  5  having  been 
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destroyed,  excepting  the  foot  mattress,  as  well  as  the  outer  portions  of 
the  other  dikes.  It  had  been  decided  to  restore  Kos.  7  and  5  and  to 
hold  the  others  at  the  lengths  then  existing  by  building  strong  T  heads 
and  repairing  the  damaged  bracing  and  screening,  and  these  repairs 
have  been  over  one-half  completed. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  have  been  $10,526.25.  The 
two  short  left-bank  dikes  below  the  bridge  and  the  right-bank  dike 
below  the  1895  group  have  been  completed,  as  well  as  the  repairs  to 
that  group.  Lesser  further  repairs  to  Nos.  5  and  7  and  to  the  right- 
bank  dike  below,  necessitated  by  damage  in  the  spring  of  18U8,  have 
beiMi  begun.  n 

U'he  works  constructed  and  completed  during  the  year  have  pro- 
tected the  left  bank  just  below  the  bridge,  and  have  given  a  more 
favorable  direction  to  the  channel  above  the  bridge. 

At  Fiet-i'e  and  Fort  Pierre. — The  river  here,  for  about  7  miles,  extend- 
ing fro?n  above  Pierre  to  below  Fort  Pierre,  was  of  excessive  width, 
being  divided  by  numerous  islands  and  bars.  The  low-water  channel 
was  liable  at  times  to  oiicupy  any  i)laco  between  the  high-water  banks, 
and  the  latter  were  liable  in  places  to  erosion.  The  steamboat  landing 
at  Pierre  had  silted  up,  erosion  had  occuned  on  the  Pierre  front  below 
it,  and  the  Port  Pierre  front  was  cutting  badly.  The  crossing  between 
Pierre  and  Fort  Pierre  was  very  shoal  and  changeable  in  position. 

irnder  a  project  for  the  expenditure  of  the  allotment  of  $40,000  made 
by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  Angnst  18, 1894,  5  dikes  were,  in  1895, 
built  in  front  of  Fort  Pierre.  One  dike  in  front  of  Pierre  was  completed 
and  a  second  dike  partly  completed,  and  a  dam  built  closing  the  chute 
behind  Maricm  Island.  The  project  formed  part  of  a  general  plan,  sub- 
mitted at  the  same  time  for  the  rectitication  of  the  above  7  miles  of 
river  in  this  locality,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $ol)0,000.  Under  a  proj- 
ect adopted  July  154,  1890,  for  the  expenditure  of  the  allotment  made 
by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3,  189(5,  in  work  under  the  general 
l»lan,  a  revetment  below  Bad  Eiver  (Fort  Pierre)  and  a  dike  on  the 
Pierre  side  had  been  begun.  Work  on  the  dike  was  stopped  after  it 
had  been  carried  out  far  enough  to  cut  off  a  chute  that  had  caused 
dangerous  erosion. 

The  present  project  is  a  modification  of  that  of  July  24,  1896,  and 
provides  for  the  expenditure  of  the  allotment  of  $40,000  from  the 
a})])ropriation  of  June  3,  1890,  in  repairing  the  Marion  Island  Dam, 
which  had  settled  in  places  during  high  water;  in  completing  the  dike 
at  Pierre  left  unfinished  in  1895;  in  revetting  the  right  bank  between 
Bad  River  and  the  bluff  contact  below,  and  in  protecting  the  lower  end 
of  Marion  Island  so  far  as  funds  would  permit;  all  In  accordance  with 
the  general  ])lan. 

Exx>enditures  at  this  locality  to  June  30, 1897,  amounted  to  $C3,»'^85.43. 
The  revetment  below  Bad  River  had  been  completed,  the  Marion  Island 
Dam  had  been  twice  repaired,  and  the  unfinished  1895  dike  at  Pierre 
nearly  completed.  The  effect  of  the  work  had  been  to  stop  all  erosion 
along  and  below  the  Fort  Pierre  front  and  some  of  that  on  the  Pierre 
side. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  have  been  $13,551.95.  The 
incomplete  1895  dike  at  Pierre  has  been  completed,  and  the  lower  end 
of  Marion  Island  has  been  protected  by  two  dikes  and  a  revetment 
1,220  feet  long  below  them,  the  dikes  extending  out  to  the  proposed 
rectification  line.  Minor  repairs  to  the  Marion  Island  dikes  and  revet- 
ment and  to  the  dikes  in  front  of  Fort  Pierre  have  been  made  during 
the  present  spring.  The  works  have  nearly  stopped  the  erosion  below 
the  Pierre  steamboat  landing,  having  formed  a  large  accretion^  aud 
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have  protected  that  part  of  Marion  Island  covered  by  them.  A  marked 
improvement  in  the  crossing  between  Pierre  and  Fort  Pierre  has  also 
been  effected. 

At  Yankton. — The  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Yankton  is  of  excessive 
width,  and  its  channel  is  constantly  shifting.  Dae  to  changes  in  it-s 
position  in  the  last  few  years,  a  wide  bar  has  formed  in  front  of  the 
steamboat  landing.  No  work  of  improvement  had  been  done  by  the 
General  Government  in  this  vicinity  prior  to  the  act  of  Jnne  3, 1896. 

The  original  project,  adopted  March  23, 1897,  based  on  a  survey  of 
the  reach  made  in  October,  1896,  provides  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
allotment  of  $32,000  from  the  appropriation  of  June  3, 1896,  in  fairing 
out  and  protecting  the  left  bank  above  the  site  of  the  proposed  bridge, 
about  3J  miles  above  Yankton.  The  work  forms  part  of  a  general  plan, 
submitted  at  the  same  time,  for  rectification  of  about  6.5  miles  of  the 
river  in  this  vicinity,  with  a  view  to  restoring  the  steamboat  landing 
and  to  controlling  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  the  proposed  bridge,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $296,800.  As  it  had  become  evident  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1897  that  the  construction  of  the  bridge  would  probably  not  be 
begun  in  the  near  future,  a  revised  project  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
allotment  was  submitted  (approved  September  3, 1897),  providing  for 
beginning  the  construction  of  the  right-bank  group  of  dikes  above 
Yankton  proposed  in  the  general  plan  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the 
steamboat  landing. 

To  June  30,  1897,  $502.71  had  been  expended.  At  that  date  con- 
struction work  had  not  been  begun,  but  preparations  for  it  were  in 
progress. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  have  been  $26,555.74. 

The  plant  needed  for  beginning  the  work  has  been  procured.  Six  of 
the  proposed  right-bank  dikes  have  been  begun,  and  will  be  carried 
out  as  far  as  available  funds  will  permit.  The  erosion  of  the  right 
bank  in  the  vicinity  of  the  dikes,  which  was  formerly  rapid,  has  been 
checked,  but  the  dikes  have  not  yet  been  extended  sufficiently  to  pro- 
duce.any  decided  change  in  the  position  of  the  channel. 

At  Elkpoint. — The  left  bank  at  this  locality  was  cutting  rapidly,  and 
it  was  feared  by  the  citizens  that  the  town,  although  nearly  2  miles 
from  the  river,  was  in  danger,  either  by  direct  erosion  of  the  interven- 
ing land  or  by  the  river  cutting  into  andoccupying  an  old  bed  whicjh 
ran  by  the  town. 

No  work  had  been  done  in  this  vicinity  prior  to  the  act  of  Jnne  3, 
1896. 

A  survey  of  the  reach  was  made  in  October  and  November,  1896.  A 
project  for  the  expenditure  of  the  allotment  of  $20,000  from  the  appro- 
priation of  June  3, 1896,  was  submitted  February  8, 1897,  providing  for 
protection  of  the  left  bank  so  far  as  the  funds  permit.  It  formed  part 
of  a  general  i)lan  for  the  protection  of  about  10,100  feet  of  the  left  bank 
lying  in  front  of  Elkpoint. 

It  was  decided  that  the  funds  should  be  retained  in  the  Treasury 
nntil  such  additional  appropriation  is  m<ade  as  will  enable  the  work  to 
be  carried  on  with  safety. 

To  June  30,  1897,  there  had  been  expended  $389.24  (for  snrvey). 
There  have  been  no  expenditures  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 

At  South  8ioti,r  City. — The  Nebraska  bank  of  the  Missouri  River  in 
front  of  South  Sioux  City  had  been  protected  for  about  4,000  feet 
upstream  from  the  lower  bridge  and  for  about  5,4(>0  feet  upstream  from 
the  upper  bridge,  by  revetments  constructed  by  the  owners  of  the 
respective  bridges.  Between  these  two  revetments  about  4,270  linear 
feet  of  bank  was  unprotected  and  was  being  rapidly  eroded.   The  pres- 
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ent  project,  adopted  Jaly  24, 1896,  contemplates  the  expenditure  of  the 
funds  provided  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  in  revetting 
this  unprotected  bank,  in  repaving  the  upper  bank  for  300  feet  farther 
upstream,  and  in  protecting  the  head  of  the  work  by  a  short  pile  dike. 
The  project  contemplated  the  expenditure  of  $50,000,  but  as  it  was 
believed  that  the  work  could  be  done  for  the  $40,000  allotted,  no  modi- 
fication of  the  project  was  made.  The  work  forms  part  of  a  general 
plan,  described  under  the  next  heading,  for  the  improvement  of  the  river 
in  this  vicinity. 

To  June  30,  1897,  there  had  been  expended  $35,674.36.  The  work 
had  been  completed.  Its  results  had  been  the  stopping  of  the  erosion 
on  the  formerly  unprotected  portion  of  the  town  front. 

The  expenditures  during  the  year  have  been  $4,080.48.  A  combined 
pile  driver  and  hydraulic  grader  and  four  skifi's  have  been  constructed, 
and  a  towboat  purchased,  part  of  its  cost  being  paid  from  the  allotment 
for  work  at  Yankton.  The  plant  is  intended  for  use  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  district  as  may  be  required. 

The  work  at  South  Sioux  City  remains  in  good  condition,  and  has 
protected  the  front. 

At  Sioiix  City. — The  river  above  Sioux  City  was  extremely  unstable, 
several  cut  offs  had  occurred  in  recent  years,  causing  radical  changes 
in  channel,  increased  slope,  and  a  large  amount  of  erosion  on  banks 
opi)08ite  Sioux  City.  For  the  purpose  of  checking  this  erosion,  work 
was  begun  in  1878  and  continued  in  each  succeeding  year  until  1882. 
The  works  constructed  were  of  an  experimental  type,  and  have  since 
been  destroyed  or  abandoned  by  the  river. 

In  1889,  a  group  of  9  dikes  was  built  at  the  center  of  the  Sioux 
City  front  to  check  a  dangerous  erosion  and  fair  out  tbe  bank  line.  In 
1895,  2  dikes  were  built  just  above  tliis  group  and  2  dikes  of  the 
group  strengthened.  In  the  same  year,  under  a  project  for  the  expend- 
iture of  $40,000  appropriated  by  the  sundry  civil  act  of  March  2,  1895, 
a  group  of  16  short  dikes  had  been  built  near  the  upper  limits  of  the 
city  to  protect  the  bank  there.  This  latter  work  formed  part  of  a  gen- 
eral plan  submitted  at  the  same  time  for  the  rectification  of  the  river 
from  about  2^  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Sioux  Eiver  to  near 
the  lower  limits  of  the  city,  at  an  estimated  cost  for  the  portion  below 
the  Big  Sioux  River  only,  of  $400,000. 

The  present  project,  adopted  June  10, 1897,  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  $40,000  allotted  from  the  appropriation  of  June  3, 1896,  provides  for 
protecting  the  lower  portion  of  the  city  front  (below  the  Floyd  lii ver),  for 
making  necessary  repairs  to  existing  dikes,  and  for  applying  the  balance 
to  such  work  as  may  afterwards  be  found  necessary.  The  project  is  a 
modification  of  one  adopted  February  10,  1897,  the  change  having 
been  rendered  necessary  by  marked  changes  of  channel  in  the  spring 
of  1897.  A  project  providing  for  the  expenditure  of  $50,000,  adopted 
July  24, 1896,  had  been  superseded  by  the  latter. 

To  June  30, 1897,  $202,250.97  had  been  expended  in  this  locality. 

Under  the  projects  of  July  24, 1896,  and  February  10, 1897,  four  barges 
had  been  built,  the  dikes  near  the  upper  limits  of  the  city  had  been 
partially  repaired,  considerable  construction  material  purchased,  and 
two  surveys  of  the  reach  made. 

The  expenditures  during  the  year  have  been  $18,698.97.  The  Iowa 
bank  has  been  protected  by  revetment  for  824  feet  next  below  the 
Floj'd  River,  below  which  20  short  dikes  have  been  built,  and  shore 
protection  and  foot  mattress  for  3  other  dikes  constructed.  The  mat- 
tress for  1  of  the  latter  is  an  extension  of  the  revetment.  It  is  thought 
from  present  conditions  that  their  completion  may  prove  unnecessary, 
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the  mattress  laid  being  a  sufficient  protection  to  the  bank.  By  the 
revetment  and  dikes  the  front  has  been  protected  for  about  7,400  linear 
feet.  The  works  are  in  good  condition  and  have  thas  far  fulfilled  their 
purpose. 

Ice  harbors^ — Few  good  natural  ice  harbors  exist  on  that  portion  of  the 
Missouri  Eiver  known  as  the  "Sandy  River,''  between  Carroll,  Mont,, 
and  Sioux  City.  The  adopted  project  provides  for  the  construction  of 
two  ice  harbors,  which  were  afterwards  located  at  Eockhaven,near  Man- 
dan,  N.  Dak.,  and  on  the  Bi<:!:  Sioux  Eiver  (upper  limits  of  Sioux  City) 
near  its  conHuence  with  the  Missouri. 

The  total  expenditures  to  June  30,  1897,  were  $42,694.19,  by  which 
the  two  ice  harbors  had  been  completed. 

The  expenditures  during  the  year  have  been  $68.56.  A  well  has 
been  driven  at  the  Sioux  Ice  Harbor  for  the  use  of  the  watchmen  and 
of  the  force  employed  on  plant  repairs.  The  ice  harbors  are  in  good 
condition  as  regards  shore  work,  but  the  removal  of  bars  in  their  front 
and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Sioux  Kiver  is  frequently  necessary  to 
make  them' accessible. 

River  survey. — Prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  a  survey 
of  the  entire  river,  comi)rising  secondary  triaugulation,  levels,  topog- 
raphy, and  hydrography,  had  been  begun  by  the  Missouri  liiver 
Commission.  Between  Fort  Benton,  Mont.,  find  Sioux  City  the  trian- 
gulation  had  been  completed,  the  primary  levels  run  from  Fort  Benton 
to  Trover  Point,  Mont.,  232  miles,  and  topography  and  hydrography 
completed  from  Fort  Benton  to  Coal  Banks,  Mont.,  41  miles. 

The  i)reseut  project,  adopted  December  26,  1890,  provides  for  com- 
pletion of  the  survey  between  Fort  Benton  and  Sioux  City,  with  the 
publication  of  maps.  The  expenditures  on  the  project  to  June  30, 1897, 
were  $139,250.58.  The  survey  had  been  completed  and  mapped  and  a 
set  of  lithographed  detail  maps,  covering  the  river  valley  from  Fort 
Benton  to  Sioux  City,  had  been  published. 

The  expenditures  during  the  year  have  been  $108.20,  mostly  for 
freight  liabilities  of  former  years.  Examinations  were  made  at  Fort 
Benton,  Mont.,  and  Judith,  Mont.,  and  the  water  gauges  at  Wolf  Point, 
Mont.,  and  Fort  Buford,  N.  Dak.,  the  reading  of  which  had  been  dis- 
continued, were  stored. 

The  total  expenditures  on  the  Missouri  Eiver  between  Stubbs  Ferry 
and  Sioux  City  to  June  30,  1897,  except  for  snagging,  were  about 
$1,294,685.32.  In  addition,  about  $10,000  was  expended  on  the  general 
river  survey  above  Stubbs  Ferry. 

It  is  understood  to  be  the  intention  of  Congress  to  continue  improve- 
ments at  Bismarck,  Pierre  (both  sides),  Yankton,  Elkpoint,  and  Sioux 
City  (both  sides) ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  economical  work  at  those  local- 
ities, an  estimate  of  $250,000  is  submitted,  with  recommendation  that 
the  allotment  of  this  amount  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  oi 
War. 

COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 

Amount  of  freight  carried  on  the  Missouri  River  above  Sioux  Ciiyf  Towa, 


Calendar  year. 

Tons. 

Calendar  year. 

Tons. 

1887 

13.961 
12, 895 
16,  723 
U.  072 
14,211 
17,292 

1893 

19,481 

1888     

1894 

87,936 

1889            

1895 

21,264 

1890 

1896 

10,368 

1891 ,' 

1897 

17, 105 

1892 
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New  lines  of  transportation  were  established  during  the  fiscal  ye^r 
1897.  The  gasoline  boat  lowa^  of  48  tons,  was  launched  at  Sioux  City 
in  the  fall  of  1897,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  trade  between 
Sionx  City  and  Wheeler,  S.  Dak.,  188  miles. 

The  steamer  Capitola  Butt,  of  57  tons,  formerly  engaged  in  ferriage 
at  Sioux  City,  was  sold  in  the  summer  of  1897,  and  has  since  plied 
between  Chamberlain,  S.  Dak.,  and  Lower  Bruli^  Agency,  S.  Dak.,  5 
miles. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $140,908.73 

Juue  30,  I8yj<,  amount  expended  during  liscal  year 90, 076. 73 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexnended 50,832.00 

July  1,181)8,  outtttanding  liabilities 16,517.02 

Jnly  1,1898,  balance  available 34,314.98 


[ 


\nionnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project: 

GreatfallstoStubbs  Ferry 162,646.50 

!  GreatfiiUs  to  Sionx  City Indefinite. 

]  Amouu  t  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endi  ng  J  une  30, 1900  250, 000. 00 
S^ibniitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  B  B  1.) 

!2.  Improving  Upper  Missouri  River  by  anagging. — ^In  its  original  con- 
dition the  ''Sandy  Eiver"  between  Carroll  and  Sioux  City  wa^s  greatly 
obstructed  by  snags,  and  to  a  less  extent  by  loose  rocks. 

The  original  project  adopted  in  1890  provides  for  removing  the  obstruc- 
tions and  the  temporary  improvement  of  the  worst  shoals,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $50,000  annually.  The  work,  begun  in  1891,  lias  been 
continued  in  each  subsequent  year  under  allotments  and  appropriations 
for  this  purpose. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30,  1897,  were  $"517,538.09.  Three  snag 
boats  had  been  constructed  or  purchased,  and  had  been  operated  as 
funds  permitted.  The  river  had  been  kept  fairly  clear  of  obstructions 
and  the  depth  over  some  bad  shoals  temporarily  increased.  Extraor- 
dinary repairs  on  one  of  the  boats  were  in  progress. 

The  expenditures  for  the  year  have  been  $23,393.34,  resulting  in  com- 
pleting the  repairs  of  one  of  the  boats  and  in  removing  in  the  latter 
half  of  1897  all  snags  and  like  obstructions  then  existing  in  the  channel 
on  the  portions  of  the  river  most  navigated.  All  the  boats  were  in  serv- 
ice, though  not  constantly,  the  aggregate  time  being  equivalent  to  two 
hundred  and  six  days  for  one  boat.  The  results  were  815  snags  and 
miscellaneous  obstructions  removed,  153  trees  cut  on  caving  banks,  and 
4,584  miles  of  river  passed  over. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $25,  535. 44 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 23,  393.  34 

July  1, 1898.  balance  unexpended 2,142.10 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabiUties 897.39 

July  1,1898, balance  available...' 1,244.71 


'  Amount  Testimated)  required  for  work  annually 50, 000. 00 

Aniounttliatcanbeprofitably  expended  in  tiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    50,  (XJO.  00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  B  B  2.) 

3.  Yellowstone  River ^  Montana  and  North  Dakota. — Originally  the 
channel  below  Miles  City  was  greatly  obstructed  by  rocks,  rapids,  bars, 
and  sharp  turns,  so  that  navigation  was  almost  impossible  at  low  water 
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above  Glendive  and  quite  difficalt  below.  The  original  project  adopted 
Id  1S79  coutemplated  rock  removal  and  contraction  works  at  sfaoals 
and  a  survey  of  the  river.  Since  1884  the  work  had  been  limited  to 
the  portion  between  Glendive  and  the  mouth.  No  work  \7a8  done 
under  the  project  after  1885,  navigation  having  ceased. 

The  total  expenditures  on  the  above  general  improvement  were 
J122,029.59,  including  cost  of  surveys,  $19,000.  The  results  were  to 
give  a  low- water  depth  of  3  feet  or  more  at  all  points  improved,  but 
the  works  have  since  deteriorated  and  these  depths  do  not  now  exist  at 
all  the  improved  points.    The  survey  was  completed. 

The  present  project,  adopted  October  16,  1896,  provides  for  expendi- 
ture of  the  810,000  appropriated  by  act  of  June  3,  1896,  in  protecting 
the  right  bank  in  front  of  Glendive.  To  June  30, 1897,  there  had  been 
expended  under  this  project  $9,948.69.  The  work  had  been  completed, 
and  had  stopped  the  erosion  of  the  town  front. 

The  expenditures  during  the  year  have  been  $37.93.  The  work  at 
Glendive  is  in  good  condition  and  has  prevented  further  erosion. 

There  has  been  no  commerce  on  the  Yellowstone  Eiver  in  recent 
years. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $11,771.72 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 37. 93 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 11, 733. 79 

July  1, 1898,  outBtauding  liabilities 13.38 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 11, 720. 41 

(See  Appendix  B  B  3.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CUMBERLAND   RIVER,  TENNESSEE  AND  KENTUCKY, 
AND  OF  OBION  AND  FORKED  DEER  RIVERS,  TENNESSEE. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  Biddle,  U.  S.  Volun- 
teers, captain,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  June  1,  1898,  and  of  Maj.  Dan  C. 
Kingman,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  that  date.  Division  Engineer,  Col. 
J.  W.  Barlow,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

i.  Obion  Eiver,  Tennessee, — ^This  stream  flows  wholly  within  the  State 
of  Tennessee.  It  rises  in  the  western  part  of  that  State,  and  running 
in  a  sonthwesterly  direction  about  75  miles  enters  the  Mississippi,  near 
Hale  Point,  about  95  miles  above  Memphis.  The  head  of  navigation  is 
Obion,  Tenn. 

An  examination  was  made  in  1880  and  an  instrumental  survey  in 
1891.  The  width  of  the  stream  varies  from  80  to  200  feet;  the  height 
of  the  banks  is  from  10  to  18  feet  above  low  water;  the  depth  in  the 
pools  is  generally  over  5  feet  at  low  water,  but  at  the  shoals  a  depth  of 
only  18  inches  is  frequently  found.  The  channel  in  its  original  condi- 
tion was  very  crooked  and  greatly  obstructed  by  heavy  drift,  snags,  and 
overhanging  trees,  and  practically  closed  above  the  mouth  of  Forked 
Deer  Eiver  against  the  smallest  steamboats. 

The  original  project,  adopted  August  3, 1892,  sought  to  secure  at  low 
water  a  navigable  channel  of  not  less  than  3  feet  depth  between  Obion, 
Tenn.,  and  mouth  of  river,  about  68.8  miles,  by  clearing  the  channel  of 
snags,  drift,  and  overhanging  trees;  constructing  wing  dams  at  the 
most  obstructive  shoals;  straightening  the  very  tortuous  channel  by 
cutting  through  several  sharp  bends,  and  making  the  cut  oflFs  sufll- 
ciently  wide  and  deep  by  clearing,  grubbing,  and  excavating;  closing 
the  old  channel  by  means  of  pile  and  brush  dams  where  necessary,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $50,000. 
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The  origiual  project  and  estimate  were  modified  June  1, 1897,  for  the 
reason  that  the  amount  originally  estimated,  $50,000,  is  wholly  inade- 
quate to  produce  the  results  called  for  in  the  project  as  originally  sub- 
mitted; that  is,  to  obtain  3foot  navigation  at  low  water  by  means  of 
open -channel  work.  It  is  doubtful  whether  this  result  can  be  obtained 
at  all  by  that  methotl  (Report  Chief  of  Engineers,  1895,  p.  1899),  and 
the  project  is  now  limited  to  the  work  of  removal  of  such  obstructions  as 
prevent  navigation  and  to  the  maintenance  of  the  channel  as  improved 
from  year  to  year.  The  estimated  cost  of  such  clearance  and  mainte- 
nance is  about  $2,500  per  year. 

Three  appropriations,  ags^regating  $21,000,  have  been  made  for  this 
improvement.  The  amount  expended  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1897,  was  $15,797.01,  which  wasai^plied  to  the  removal 
of  surface  obstructions,  principally  drift,  and  has  resulted  in  opening 
up  the  river  and  obtaining  comparatively  safe  navigation  to  Obion, 
Tenn.,  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river  having  been  closed  for  more  than 
fiity  years. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  the  amount  expended 
was  $1,413.27. 

Work  in  channel  was  begun  October  17  and  suspended  November  30, 
1«S97,  and  it  principally  consisted  of  removing  the  surface  obstructions 
that  prevent  navigation  in  the  reach  of  river  about  8  miles  below 
Obion. 

Necessary  materials  have  been  purchased  to  build  a  new  derrick 
boat  and  quarter  boat  for  joint  use  upon  this  stream  and  the  Forked 
Deer  River,  as  authorized. 

All  the  work  upon  this  stream  has  been  carried  on  by  hired  labor, 
the  only  method  economical  and  advantageous  to  the  Government  and 
the  work. 

The  commerce  of  the  lower  Obion  is  principally  lumber  cut  by  the 
numerous  sawmills  on  or  near  the  stream  and  which  reaches  a  market 
on  the  Mississippi  River.  It  is  impracticable  to  get  complete  and 
accurate  commercial  statistics  of  such  shipments,  because  records  are 
not  generally  kept.  So  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  improvements 
have  given  material  aid  to  the  lumber  interests  involved.  The  com- 
merce reported  for  the  present  fiscal  year  is  18,263  tons,  having  an 
estimated  value  of  $68,500.  This  freight  was  moved  by  the  steamer 
Jew.  Laughlin  and  three  barges,  and  consisted  principally  of  lumber,  a 
few  head  of  cattle  and  mules,  and  general  merchandise.  The  owners  of 
the  steamboat  report  that  the  stream  was  navigable  a  part  of  January, 
and  from  February  1  to  May  31. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpciulcd $5, 202. 99 

Jnue  30, 1898,  anion nt  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,  413.27 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 3,789.72 

Jnly  1,1898,  outstanding  liabilities 160.60 

Joly  1,1898,  balance  available 3,629.12 


Anioni\t  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 2, 500. 00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requironients  of  Bections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jnne  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  C  C  1.) 

2,  Forked  Beer  Biver^  Tennessee. — This  stream  lies  wholly  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee.  The  name  as  here  used  includes  the  North  and 
South  forks  and  the  main  stream  formed  by  their  junction. 
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The  North  Fork  rises  in  Gibson  County  and  the  Middle  Fork  in  Car- 
roll County.  These  streams  unite  about  16  miles  above  Dyersbnrg, 
thence,  flowing  westerly  under  the  name  of  either  North  Fork  or  Mid- 
dle Fork  past  that  town,  joins  the  South  Fork  8J  miles  below,  thus 
forming  the  main  stream  of  the  Forked  Deer  River. 

The  South  Fork  rises  in  MeNairy  County  and  flows  in  a  general 
northwesterly  direction  for  about  250  miles.  Jackson,  about  148  miles 
above  its  junction  with  the  North  Fork,  is  heUl  to  be  the  head  of  navi- 
gation.   The  stream  for  some  distance  below  Jackson  is  very  small. 

The  main  stream  flows  southwesterly  and  enters  into  the  Obion  liiver 
3i  miles  above  its  mouth. 

"Formerly  the  Fork<»d  Deer  River  entered  the  Mississippi  through  two 
channels  about  18  miles  below  the  present  mouth  of  the  Obion  River. 
These  outlets,  now  called  "Lost"  and  "Old"  channels,  are  nearly  closed 
by  snags  and  drifts,  but  water  flows  through  them  during  high-water 
stages  in  the  Mississippi  River,  About  fifty  years  ago  the  State  of 
Tennessee  cut  a  canal  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  long,  known  as 
*^  Tiger  Tail,"  shutting  off  the  former  outlet  and  shortening  the  Forked 
Deer  River  about  one-half. 

The  navigable  channel  way  throughout  its  entire  length,  from  Dyers- 
burg,  Tenn.,  on  the  North  Fork,  and  from  Jackson,  Tenn.,  on  the  South 
Fork,  to  the  Mississippi  River  was  in  its  original  condition  greatly 
obstructed  by  snags,  embedded  logs,  leaning  trees,  and  large  accumu- 
lations of  drift,  the  upper  sections  of  the  North  Fork  and  South  Fork 
being  very  crooked  and  the  bends  short  and  numerous.  The  North 
Fork  below  Dyersbnrg  averages  65  feet  in  width ;  the  South  Fork  about 
the  same.  From  the  junction  of  the  Nirth  and  South  forks  to  Key 
Corner,  the  last  highland  on  the  main  river,  11^  miles,  the  river  is  from 
l/>()  to  200  feet  wide,  though  at  several  shiirp  bends  it  is  narrowed  to 
80  or  100  feet,  the  channel,  however,  at  these  points  being  generally 
clear  and  deep  and  the  banks  uniform  and  unbroken,  showing  but  little 
erosion.  The  fall  in  20  miles  is  6.58  feet.  From  Key  Corner  to  the 
Obion  River,  9J  miles,  with  a  fall  of  16.77  feet,  the  river  flows  through 
the  Mississippi  bottom  lands,  shoaling  rapidly  and  being  very  crooked. 
The  banks  are  high  but  alluvial,  and  therefore  subject  to  heavy  ero- 
sion. From  the  mouth  of  the  Forked  Deer  River  to  mouth  of  the  Obion 
River,  Tennessee,  3J  miles,  there  is  a  fall  of  4.20  feet,  channel  width 
from  60  to  100  feet,  but  very  dee]).  The  bars  at  the  mouths  of  the 
Forked  Deer  and  the  Obion  form  the  principal  obstructions  to  naviga- 
tion of  this  section. 

Four  examinations  and  one  survey  have  been  made  of  the  main 
Forked  Deer  River  and  its  two  navigable  branches— »the  North  Fork 
and  the  South  Fork — during  the  period  from  1873  to  181)7. 

The  original  project  provided  for  removing  surface  obstructions  so  as 
to  give  greater  ease  and  safety  to  navigation,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
J30,750.  By  act  of  July  13,  1892,  §3,00i)  was  appropriated  for  "com- 
pleting improvement;"  consequently  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1897,  there  was  then  no  existing  approved  general  project 
for  improving  the  Forked  Deer  River. 

The  project  originally  provided  for  the  same  class  of  channel  work 
upon  the  main  stream  and  its  navigable  branches. 

The  work  of  improvement  was  begun  in  July,  1883. 

The  amount  expended  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  June  30, 1897,  for 
"maintenance"  was  $985.36,  resulting  in  thoroughly  clearing  the  chan- 
nel of  the  South  Fork  below  Chestnut  Blutf  of  surface  obstructions. 
All  work  was  done  by  hired  labor,  the  only  method  practicable  upon 
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this  Stream.    Ko  work  was  done  nor  expenditures  made  for  *<  main- 
tenance'' in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898. 

It  is  astimated  that  there  will  be  required  for  <' maintenance"  of  the 
improved  channel  of  the  Forked  Deer  Eiver  and  its  navigable  branches 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1900,  the  sum  of  $2,000. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  onexpeuded $14.64 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 14. 64 

{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  oxpondod  in  fivscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 
liMK),  for  niaintennuce  of  improvement 2, 000. 00 
Snbniitted  in  compliance  with  rc(|uirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  C  0  2.) 

3.  The  North  or  Middle  Fork  of  Forked  Deer  River j  Tennessee^  from 
Dyershurg  to  the  Obion  River  and  thence  to  the  Mississippi  River, — This 
stream  is  locally  known  as  the  North  Fork,  Forked  Deer  River,  and 
Obion  Eiver,  having  a  total  length  of  33  miles.  The  Forked  Deer 
River,  including  the  North  Fork,  has  been  previously  described  (see 
preceding  pages),  and  is  here  repeated  because  a  separate  item  of 
appropriation  has  been  made  for  the  entire  stream  under  the  local 
head  of  the  North  Fork,  which  is  only  one  of  the  navigable  branches 
of  the  main  river. 

A  survey  was  made  from  Dyersburg,  Tenn.,  to  the  Mississippi  Eiver 
in  181)4,  and  resurvey  in  1897  from  Dyersburg  to  the  Obion  Eiver.  It 
is  held  in  the  reports  submitting  these  surveys  that  the  stream  can  nc»t 
be  made  navigable  all  the  year  by  means  of  channel  work,  and  that  a 
permanent  low-water  navigation  is  not  considered  practicable  except 
by  means  of  canalization.  A  general  estimate  of  $400,000  was  maile 
for  a  slack- water  system. 

By  act  of  June  3, 1896,  $5,000  was  appropriated  for  improving  the 
stream  from  Dyersburg  to  the  Mississippi  Eiver  under  the  general 
name  of  North  or  Middle  Fork  of  Forked  Deer  Eiver,  Tennessee.  The 
approved  project  for  its  expenditure  is,  as  provided  by  said  act,  to 
clear  the  cliannel  of  surface  obstructions,  to  redu(?e  bars  and  shoals  at 
various  points  so  as  to  dee])en  the  channel  and  make  it  navigable  for 
small  craft  at  a  3  foot  stage  from  Dyersburg  to  the  Mississippi  Eiver. 

The  amount  expended  to  close  of  tiscal  year  June  30,  1897,  was 
$l,or)i3.94:,  resulting  in  reducing  bar  at  mouth  of  Forked  Deer  Eiver 
and  removing  snags  and  heavy  masses  of  drift  in  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  river,  and  from  the  main  stream  to  the  junction  of  the  North  and 
South  Forks. 

In  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1808,  tlie  sum  of  $1,235.24  has 
been  expended  in  repairs  of  boats  and  in  channel  work  from  Dyers- 
burg, Tenn.,  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  North  Fork,  to  the  mouth 
of  tlie  Forked  Deer  Eiver,  about  29 J  miles.  Work  was  begun  August  9, 
and  the  mouth  of  the  river  was  reached  October  10.  Sna^s,  lo*;s, 
leaning  trees,  stumps,  large  masses  of  drift,  and  surface  obstructions 
generally  were  removed  from  the  cliannel.  As  a  measure  of  economy 
the  same  plant  and  working  force  are  employed  upon  the  Forked  Deer 
and  Obion  rivers. 

The  commerce  of  this  stream,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  consists 
almost  wholly  of  logs,  lumber,  and  timber  products  moved  in  rafts  or 
flatboats.  Some  live  stock  and  general  merchandise  also  reach  a  mar- 
ket by  way  of  the  river. 

The  commerce  during  the  fiscal  year,  so  far  as  could  be  ascertained, 
aggregated  21,363  tons,  having  an  estimated  value  of  $71,000.  Tas- 
sengers  carried^  68. 
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The  benefits  derived  from  the  improvemeats  are  somewhat  indefinite. 
There  is  no  donbt  that  new  timber  lands  have  been  opened  np  and  a 
certain  amount  of  local  navigation  developed,  mostly  carrying  logs  to 
mills  and  carrying  off  the  sawed  lumber. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $3,947.06 

June  30, 1S9S,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year .* 1, 235. 24 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2,711.82 

(See  Appendix  0  0  2.), 

4,  Cumberland  River^  Tennessee  and  Kentucky, — (a)  Below  Ka^hville 
(191  miles). — This  section  of  the  river  is  usually  navigable  for  six 
mouths  in  each  year  for  all  steamboats  plying  upon  it;  for  boats  not 
drawing  over  3  feet  from  six  to  eight  months;  for  boats  drawing  IG 
inches  or  less  the  whole  year,  though  navigation  is  practically  closed  for 
several  months  during  low  water. 

An  examination  was  made  of  this  section  in  1871,  and  the  channel 
was  found  to  be  of  the  same  general  character  through(mt  its  entire 
length,  obstructed  by  rock  reefs,  bowlders,  gravel  and  sand  bars,  snags, 
and  overhanging  trees. 

The  project  based  on  this  examination  provided  lor  the  removal  of 
the  surface  obstructions  and  deepening  the  channel  by  excavation  and 
the  building  of  wing  dams.  Tiiis  project  was  supplemented  in  1888,  on 
the  recommendation  of  a  Board  of  Engineer  Oflicers,  by  the  proposed 
construction  of  a  pile  dike  with  crib  superstructure  for  the  improvement 
of  the  channel  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  from  Smithland  to  the  deep 
waters  of  the  Ohio,  for  which  Oongress  made  provision  in  river  and 
harbor  act  of  September  19,  1890. 

The  total  amount  appropriated  under  the  original  project,  by  acts  of 
1871  to  181)0,  inclusive,  was  $305,000,  which  has  been  expended,  result- 
ing in  lengthening  the  season  of  navigation  by  giving  an  increased  depth 
at  low  water  and  greater  security  in  tbe  passage  of  obstructions. 

A  resurvey  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  was  made  in  November,  1896, 
under  the  provisions  of  act  of  June  3, 1896.  The  report  is  published 
in  Keport  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers,  1897,  pages  2242-2245. 

In  1889,  under  provisions  of  act  of  August  11,  1888,  a  survey  was 
made  of  the  Lower  Cumberland  River  from  Nashville  to  its  mouth  to 
ascertain  whether  necessary  to  establish  locks  and  dams.  On  this  sur- 
vey, and  estimates  submitted  therewith,  is  based  the  existing  project  for 
ini] proving  the  river  below  Nashville,  consisting  of  (1)  the  extension 
of  the  lock-and-dam  system  of  the  Upper  Cumberland  to  the  lower 
river  by  the  construction  of  7  locks  and  dams,  extending  from  near 
the  mouth  of  Harpeth  River  (Lock  A)  to  Big  Eddy  Shoals  (Lock  G), 
the  lock  chambers  to  be  each  280  feet  available  length  by  52  feet  width, 
tlie  lifts  of  the  lock  varying  from  8.J  to  11^  feet,  aggrepiting  about  70 
fert;  (2)  of  the  improvement  of  the  Kentucky  Chute  at  mouth  of  river, 
a^  recommended  by  Board  of  Engineer  Officers  June  16, 1888  (Re])ort  of 
Cliief  of  Engineers,  188S,  p.  1628);  (3)  of  the  channel  work  necessary 
below  Lock  G,  between  Big  Eddy  Shoals  and  mouth  of  river,  and  (4) 
snagging  and  removal  of  surface  obstructions  below  Nashville.  Total 
estimate  of  cost  of  entire  improvement,  $1,964,500.  (Report  of  Chief 
of  Engineers,  1890,  pp.  2151-2161.) 

The  act  of  July  13,  1892,  appropriated  $40,000  for  continuing  the 
improvement,  including  the  m<mth  of  the  river,  and  "that  $10,000  of 
tliis  sum,  or  so  much  thereof  as  uiay  be  necessary,  shall  be  available  for 
acquiring  site  and  locating  lock  and  dam  near  the  mouth  of  Harpeth 
River,  Tennessee."  This  provision  forms  the  initial  appropriation  for 
operations  under  the  project  or  plan  as  above  stated. 
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Harpeth  Shoals  are  the  most  formidable  obstruction  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Lower  Gamberland,  and  to  overcome  this  obstacle  the  pres- 
ent project  has  iti  view  that  the  lock  and  dam  near  month  of  Harpeth 
Kiver,  41^  miles  below  Nashville,  be  pressed  to  completion  as  rapidly 
as  iK>Bsib]e. 

Three  appropriations,  aggregating  $150,000,  have  been  made  for 
work  under  the  project  for  canalization. 

The  appropriation  of  June  3, 1896,  $80,000,  is  sufficient  only  to  begin 
the  work  of  constructing  lock  and  dam  near  mouth  of  Harpeth  Eiver 
(Lock  A). 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30,  1897,  under  present  project,  was 
$03,140.67,  which  was  applied  principally  on  account  of  Lock  A,  near 
mouth  of  Harpeth  River,  41.4  miles  below  ^Nashville,  in  the  paying  for 
sites  for  lock  and  abutment  of  dam,  erecting  temporary  buildings,  con- 
structing cofferdam  700  feet  long,  clearing  sites,  right  of  way  and  bank 
at  the  lock  approaches,  building  landing  pier,  tramway  and  gravity 
incline,  opening  and  stripping  quarries,  and  quarrying  and  moving  stone 
to  lock  site;  also  applied  to  surveying  banks  for  sites  for  lock  and 
abutment  of  Dam  B,  the  second  lock  of  the  series.  The  sites  selected 
are  near  HoUingsworth  Landing,  about  51  miles  below  ^'ashville.  As 
800D  as  the  maps  are  completed  the  sites  will  be  submitted  for  approval. 
Surface  obstructions  were  removed  from  channel  below  Nashville. 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  sum  of  $52,465.66 
was  expended.  The  work  done  was  confined  to  stripping  quarry ;  quar- 
rying and  cutting  stone  for  masonry  of  lock  and  abutment;  repairing 
the  machinery,  tram  cars,  and  plant  generally;  sloping  and  riprapping 
bank;  cementing  cistern  for  use  of  the  works,  and  fabricating  mooring 
irons  or  line  hooks  to  be  placed  in  lock  walls.  From  the  material  taken 
out  of  the  quarry  there  was  obtained  9,444  cubic  yards  of  stone  suit- 
able for  masonry,  paving,  filling,  eto.  Trausportati<m  between  quarry 
and  stone  yard  is  by  means  of  3-foot  gauge  tram  and  gravity  track. 
Two  thousand  one  hundred  and  nineteen  and  fifty-three  one-hundredths 
cubic  yards  of  pointed  face,  special  stones,  and  hollow,  quoins  has  been 
cut.  Bough  stone  selected  for  backing — 5,412  cubic  yards —  was  scab- 
bled  sufficient  to  have  good  beds.  To  prevent  wash  at  the  junction  of 
cofferdam  and  bank  at  upper  end,  the  bank  was  sloped  and  riprapped, 
1,750  cubic  yards  of  material  moved,  and  322  cubic  yards  of  riprap 
placed  in  position.    No  channel  work  w^as  done  during  the  fiscal  year. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Weitzel  was  rebuilt  at  a  total  cost  of  $9,600.  A  new  hull 
was  constructed  (130  feet  by  24  feet  by  3  feet  9  inches),  old  machinery 
thoroughly  repaired,  necessary  new  machinery  and  fittings  supplied, 
and  all  placed  in  position  on  new  hull,  together  with  an  electric  plant 
of  sufficient  capacity  to  thoroughly  light  the  boat.  After  inspection 
and  a  satisfactory  trial  trip  the  boat  was  accepted  June  25, 18i>8,  and 
renamed  the  Cumberland,  The  steamboat  will  be  used  on  both  sections  of 
the  river;  therefore  the  cost,  as  authorized,  will  be  paid  equally  from  the 
appropriations  for  the  work  of  improvement  above  and  below  Nashville. 

The  availability  or  adaptability  of  the  improvement  for  the  purposes 
of  navigation  and  commerce  was  not  increased  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  by  work  done  under  the  existing  project,  and  can  not  be  until 
Lock  A  is  comjtleted  and  operated.  The  cost  of  maintenance  of  the 
river  in  its  present  ex)ndition,  as  improved  by  the  open-channel  work  of 
past  years,  is  estimated  at  about  $5,000  per  annum,  which  will  necessa- 
rily be  increased  as  each  lock  is  ('.om])leted. 

The  commerce  of  the  Lower  Cumberland  Kiver  during  the  fiscal  year, 
so  far  as  coald  be  ascertained,  consisted  principally  of  grain,  coal,  logs 
and  lumber,  tobacco,  hay,  live  stock,  sand,  salt,  and  general  merchan- 
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dise,  a&:gregatiug  71,674  tons,  and    having  an  estimated  value  of 
$7,788,5a0.    Passengers  carried,  16,085. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $86,859.33 

June  30,  18i$)8|  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 52, 465. 66 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 34,393.67 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 6,147.25 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 28,246.42 


< 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  projoct 1, 814,  500. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endiug  J  iiuc 

30,  1900 200,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

harbor  acts  of  18()6  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  18^7. 

{b)  Above  Nashville, — From  Nashville  to  head  of  Smith  ShoalSj  mouth 
of  Rock  Castle  River  {357  miles). — This  section  of  the  river  is  usually 
nnviixtible  from  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to  Point  Burnside,  Ky.,  foot  of  Smith 
SLoais,  for  steamboats  drawing  not  more  than  3  feet  from  four  to  six 
mouths  of  each  year;  for  boats  of  greater  draft  from  two  to  three 
months.  The  fall  is  223  feet,  or  about  8  inches  per  mile.  From  Nash- 
ville to  Caney  Fork  iiiver  (Carthage,  116  miles)  the  river  is  navigable 
for  steamboats  of  2J  feet  draft  from  six  to  eight  months,  and  for  those 
of  greater  draft  four  or  five  months.  Steamboats  of  light  draft  can 
ascend  to  Burkesville,  236  miles  above  Nashville,  for  from  five  to  seven 
months,  and  larger  boats  four  or  five  months. 

Examinations  and  surveys  were  made  in  1870, 1874, 1879,  and  1880, 
which  formed  the  basis  under  wl^ich  work  was  done  until  the  adoption 
of  the  present  project.  The  nature  of  the  navigable  channel  way  and 
the  obstructions  in  the  river  above  Nashville  is  of  the  same  general 
character  throughout,  consisting  of  ledges,  gravel  and  sand  bars, 
bowlders,  snags,  overhanging  trees,  and  rapid  currents,  and  of  mill- 
dams  in  the  section  of  the  river  above  the  mouth  of  Jellico  Creek, 
Under  the  old  project  $346,000  had  been  appropriated  and  expended 
above  Nashville,  in  open-channel  work,  resulting  in  obtaining  an 
increased  depth  at  the  principal  obstructions  and  securing  a  longer 
and  safer  period  of  navigation. 

Instrumental  surveys  were  made  in  1882  and  1883,  which,  with  accom- 
panying estimates  (Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  1884,  p.  1603  et  seq.), 
furnish  the  basis  of  the  present  project  for  the  radical  improvement  of 
the  Cumberland  River. 

This  project  originally  provided  for  the  construction  of  23  locks  and 
dams  between  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  Burnside,  Ky.,  and  of  7  locks  and 
2  dams  at  Smith  Shoals,  using  the  river  itself  as  a  canal,  1  dam  at  Mill 
Shoals,  and  the  other  at  or  near  Shadowen  Shoals,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $4,077,922.  The  project  stated  that  the  23  locks  between  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  and  Burnside,  Ky.,  "should  be  about  60  feet  wide  and  250  feet 
between  miter  sills,  though  perhaps  smaller  dimensions  would  answer 
tlie  purpose"  (Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  1884,  p.  1664),  and  that 
the  dimensions  of  the  7  locks  at  Smith  Shoals  were  to  be  ''56  by  140  feet 
in  the  chamber."  (Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  1882,  p.  1864.)  This 
project  was  modified  by  enlarging  the  dimensions  of  each  lock-chamber 
to  280  feet  length,  62  feet  width,  and  from  10  to  12  feet  lift  with  4  feet 
of  water  on  lower  and  5  feet  on  upper  miter  sill.  (Report  of  Chief  of 
Engineers,  1888,  p.  1623.)  The  project  was  further  modified  as  to  chan- 
nel depth  by  increasing  the  depth  of  water  to  6J  feet,  thus  providing 
for  a  minimum  navigation  of  6  feet  instead  of  4  feet.  Ai)proved  Novem- 
ber 29,  1890.    Locks  Nos.  2,  3,  and  4,  as  constructed,  have  a  uniform 
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depth  of  6^  feet  on  the  sills.  The  project  was  again  modified  Angust 
12,  1895,  by  reducing  the  number  of  locks  on  the  Smith  Shoals  section 
to  six. 

The  present  project,  therefore,  provides  for  the  complete  canalization 
of  the  Gnmberland  Kiver  from  Kashville,  Tenn.,  to  the  head  of  Smith 
Shoals — month  of  Eock  Castle  Eiver — by  a  system  of  lockage,  consist- 
ing of  29  locks  and  dams,  if  that  number  be  necessary,  23  below  Burn- 
side,  Ky.,  and  6  above  that  point — the  Smith  Shoals  section — with  a  view 
to  secure  a  minimum  channel  depth  of  6  feet;  locks  to  be  each  280  feet 
long  by  52  feet  wide,  and  having  from  10  to  12  feet  lift,  at  an  estimated 
coat,  as  revised,  of  $8,500,000.  (Keport  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  1896, 
pp.  1911, 1916.) 

The  cost  of  maintenance  of  the  river  in  its  present  condition,  as 
improved  by  open-channel  work  of  past  years,  including  the  necessary 
•iiinual  snagging  operations,  is  estimated  to  be  about  $5,000  per  annum, 
which  estimate  will  necessarily  be  increased  as  each  lock  is  c€)mpleted. 

The  amount  expended  under  the  existing  project  to  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year  June  30, 1897,  was  $932,019.15,  of  which  sum  $19,366.44  was 
expended  on  the  account  of  the  Smith  Shoals  section.  This  expendi- 
ture has  been  applied  to  the  examination  of  the  river  banks  for  suit- 
able sites,  and  the  purchase  of  the  same  for  locks  and  abutments  of 
Dams  Nos.  1  to  7,  inclusive,  and  abutment  of  Dam  No.  22,  excepting  a 
small  tract  of  0.36  of  an  acre  required  as  part  of  abutment  site  No.  7; 
fencing  and  clearing  sites;  completing  masonry  of  Locks  Nos.  1,  2,  3, 
and  4,  and  abutment  of  Dam  No.  1;  building  lock  keeper's  house  at 
Lock  No.  1;  protecting  banks  at  Lock  No.  2  by  riprapping  and  paving; 
building  cofferdam,  excavating  and  concreting  foundatiim  of  chamber 
of  Lock  No.  5;  purchase  and  repair  of  plant;  clearing  channel  of  sur- 
face obstructions  at  various  times  since  1892  from  Burnside,  Ky.,  prac- 
tically the  head  of  navigation,  to  Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898, 
was  $144,^S91..'U,  of  which  amount  $886.50  was  expended  on  account 
of  the  Smith  Shoals  section  of  lockage. 

Work  done. — Locks  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  no  active  operations  in  prog- 
ress. Lock  No.  5,  operations  were  carried  on  during  the  entire  fiscal 
year.  In  July  and  August  the  work  was  of  a  miscellaneous  character, 
moving  machinery  and  sheltering  same,  prospecting  for  quarries,  clear- 
ing United  States  LiTids,  etc.  In  September  the  lock  pit  was  pumped 
out,  and  excavation  and  laying  of  concrete  in  the  lock  chamber  was 
begun.  Concreting  was  finished  in  October,  638.4  cubic  yards  having 
been  laid.  From  October  19  to  November  25,  2,094  cubic  yards  of 
masonry  was  laid  in  the  lock  walls.  Of  stone  suitable  for  mavsonry, 
6,888.24  cubic  yards  was  quarried,  of  which  3,256.24  cubic  yards  was 
moved  to  lock  site  and  1,789.21  cubic  yards  cut.  Under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  June  4,  1897,  the  sum  of  $350,000  was  appro])riated  for 
continuing  improvement  by  construction  of  Locks  Nos.  5,  6,  and  7. 
This  appropriation  by  authority  was  allotted  for  expenditure  as  follows: 
For  Lock  No.  5,  $90,000,  and  for  Locks  Nos.  6  and  7,  $260,000,  equally 
divided.  Of  the  amount  allotted  for  Lock  No.  5,  the  sum  of  $.^3,892.58 
has  been  expended.  The  work  was  carried  on  by  hired  labor  and  the 
purchase  of  supplies  under  existing  regulations. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Weitzel  and  Susette  were  employed  towing  stone  from 
quarry  to  Lock  No.  5  and  moving  heavy  supplies  irom  Nashville  to  the 
works  generally.  The  U.  S.  S.  Weitzel  has  been  rebuilt.  The  boat  has 
been  renamed  the  Cumberland. 

Lock  No.  6. — On  May  4, 1897,  a  continuous  contract  was  entered  into 

BNO  98 22 


338    EEPOET  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS,  U.  S.  ABMY. 

with  MoArthar  Brothers  Oompany^  of  Ohicago,  111.    Total  considera- 
tion, $164,871.75. 

Work  done. — Earth  excavation,  993.7  cnbic  yards;  rock  excavation, 
1,447  cubic  yards;  approach  excavation,  rock,  1,106.1  cubic  yards; 
stone  filling,  556  cnbic  yard^;  cut  stone  of  all  classes,  inspected  and 
delivered  at  lock  site,  1,579.7  cnbic  yards;  backing,  1,881.8  cubic  yards. 
Total  indebtedness  iucnrred  under  the  contract,  $37,708.34;  amount 
paid,  $29,063.81.    Available,  $100,936.19. 

Lock  No.  7. — On  May  4, 1897,  a  continuous  contract  was  made  with 
McArthur  Brothers  Company,  of  Chicago,  111.  Total  consideration, 
$181,689.50. 

Work  done, — ^Excavation,  earth,  768.65  cubic  yards;  rock,  540.3  cubic 
yards;  cut  stone  of  all  classes  inspected  and  delivered  at  lock  site, 
2,946.41  cubic  yards ;  backing,  6,701.55  cubic  yards.  Total  indebtedness 
incurred,  $68,766.34;  amount  paid,  $57,785.20.    Available,  $72,214.80. 

The  small  tract  (thirty-six  one- hundredths  of  an  acre)  needed  to  com- 
plete abutment  site  was  acquired  by  condemnation,  the  sum  of  $32.40 
being  paid  into  court  April  11, 1898,  for  the  same. 

Lock  No.  8, — Sites  selected  for  lock  and  abutment  of  dam  have  been 
approved.  The  abutment  site  will  probably  be  acquired  by  voluntary 
purchase.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  purchase  the  lock  site  in  the  same 
manner;  otherwise  it  is  proposed  to  institute  proceedings  in  condemna- 
tion. 

By  act  of  June  3, 1896,  $20,000  was  appropriated  to  be  expended  in 
purchasing  sites  for  Locks  and  Dams  !N'os.  21  and  22,  and  in  laying 
masonry  for  Locks  Nos.  21  and  22. 

Lock  No.  21. — Sites  for  lock  and  abutment  have  been  condemned; 
final  action  of  Department  of  Justice  as  to  title  not  yet  received. 

Lock  No.  22. — Sites  for  lock  and  abutment  have  been  acquired  by  the 
United  States. 

In  view  of  the  small  amount  of  funds  available  for  Locks  IS'os.  21  and 
22  ($18,593.79),  in  the  interest  of  the  work  generally,  it  is  preferable, 
after  paying  for  the  sites  for  both  locks,  that  the  masonry  of  Lock  No. 
21  be  completed  before  beginning  work  on  Lock  No.  22. 

In  May  and  June  preparations  were  made  to  clear  the  channel  of  sur- 
£Eice  obstractions  above  Nashville,  but  an  unusually  low  stage  of  water 
prevented  the  snag  boat  reaching  the  head  of  navigation  at  Burnside, 
Ky.,  during  the  present  fiscal  year. 

Smith  Shoals  section.— From  1876  to  1882  the  sum  of  $115,000  was 
appropriated  for  the  improvement  of  this  obstruction,  which  has  been 
expended  in  open  channel  work  under  the  old  project.  The  present 
project  forms  part  of  the  general  project  for  improving  the  Cumberland 
Eiver  above  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  originally  provided  for  the  construc- 
tion of  seven  locks  and  dams  between  Burnside,  Ky.,  and  mouth  of 
Bock  Castle  Biver,  a  distance  of  about  30  miles.  (See  Eeport  of  Chief 
of  Engineers,  1891,  p.  2270.)  Owing  to  an  increase  of  lih  in  some  of 
the  locks,  the  number  can  be  reduced  to  six;  therefore  the  project  was 
modified  to  that  extent;  modification  approved  August  12, 1895. 

The  amount  expended  under  the  present  project  to  June  30,  1897, 
was  $19,366.44,  which  was  applied  to  survey  of  river  from  Burnside  to 
mouth  of  Bock  Castle  Biver,  30  miles,  to  determine  location  of  the  lock 
and  abutment  sites,  preparation  of  max>s,  etc.,  and  in  payment  of  con- 
tingent expenses.  The  sites  selected  for  the  six  locks  and  abutments 
have  been  approved  and  authority  has  been  granted  to  acquire  the  sites 
by  voluntary  purchase  preferably,  otherwise  by  condemnation  if  neces- 
sary.   Abstracts  of  titles  to  the  lands  sought  to  be  acquired  have  been 
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made,  showing  the  record  to  April  18, 1898,  so  that  action  can  be  taken 
to  obtain  the  sites  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  amonut  expended  on 
account  of  Smith  Shoals  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898, 
WM  $886.50. 

The  availability  or  adaptability  of  the  improvement  for  the  purposes 
of  navigation  and  commerce  has  not  been  increased  by  the  work  done 
under  the  existing  project,  and  can  not  be  until  a  definite  section  of 
the  river  has  been  canalized  and  locks  put  in  operation.  The  present 
condition  of  the  work  by  reason  of  its  character  and  incompleteness  is 
such  that  it  has  not  at  present  any  appreciable  efiect  upon  the  object 
sought  to  be  attained — that  is,  the  opening  up  of  the  Upper  Cumber- 
land Biver  to  navigation — other  than  that  the  improved  channel  already 
secured  has  been  maintained. 

From  the  conditions  on  this  river  no  benefit  could  be  derived  from 
the  canalization  until  it  be  extended  at  least  to  mouth  of  Oaney  Fork. 

The  commerce  of  the  Cumberland  Eiver  above  Nashville  for  the  fiscal 
year  consisted  principally  of  coal,  sand,  live  stock,  tobacco,  grain,  logs 
and  lumber,  and  general  merchandise,  aggregating  89,776  tons,  and  hav- 
ing an  estimated  value  of  $4,122,900.    Passengers  carried,  2,930. 

The  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1, 1898,  contains  the  item  of  appro- 
priation of  $250,000  for  improving  Cumberland  Biver  above  Nashville, 
Tenn.;  for  continuing  improvement  by  construction  of  Locks  Nos.  5,6, 
and  7.  This  amount  is  the  balance  of  the  $60t»,000  authorized  to  be 
expended  for  this  work  under  the  continuous-contract  system  or  other- 
wise by  river  and.  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896. 

The  sum  appropriated  by  sundry  civil  act  of  July  1, 1898,  will  be 
insufficient  to  complete  the  dams,  lock  gates,  etc.,  for  Locks  Nos.  6  and  7. 

July  1,  lS97y  balance  unexpended $412,960.85 

Jane  30, 1896,  amount  exjiended  during  fiscal  year 144,691.34 

July  1, 1698,  balance  onezpended 266,069.51 

Jnly  1, 1696,  outstanding  liabilities $9,463.36 

July  L  169&  amount  ooveied  by  uncompleted  contracts  ....  173, 150. 99 

182, 634. 35 

July  1, 1696,  balance  ayailable 65,455.16 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 7, 155, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,1900 500,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1667  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  G  G  3.) 

IMPKOVEMENT  OF  TENKE88EE  EIVER  AND  ITS  TRIBUTARIES. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  Dan  G.  Kingman,  Gorps 
of  Engineers.  Division  Engineer,  Gol.  Henry  M.  Eobert,  Gorps  of 
Engineers. 

TENNESSEE  RIVER  SYSTEM. 

The  Tennessee  Biver  receives  its  water  from  seven  different  States, 
and  the  total  area  drained  by  it  is,  in  roand  numbers,  44,000  square 
miles.  It  discharges  in  time  of  ^reat  floods  not  less  than  700,000  cubic 
feet  of  wiftter  per  second,  and  at  its  low- water  stages  its  discharge  each 
second  is  10,000  cubic  feet. 

The  Tennessee  Biver  and  its  principal  tributaries  form  a  system  of 
internal  waterways,  capable  of  being  navigated  by  steamboats,  more 
than  1|350  miles  in  extent.    In  addition  to  thiSy  it  is  still  further  navi- 
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gable  by  rafts  and  flatboats  for  a  distance  of  more  than  1,050  miles, 
thus  making  a  system  of  navigable  water  of  the  United  States  2,^M^ 
miles  in  extent. 

The  river  is  not  navigable  daring  the  entire  year,  bnt  the  improve- 
ments which  have  alreiMly  been  made  are  sufficient  to  demonstrate  that 
the  main  trunk  of  the  river  can  be  made  navigable  throughout  the  year, 
and  that  the  useful  season  of  navigation  can  be  greatly  lengthened  on 
all  of  the  tributaries.  The  whole  system,  on  account  of  the  hard  bot- 
tom of  the  streams  and  their  stable  banks,  and  from  the  fact  that,  they  are 
seldom  obstructed  by  ice,  is  exceptionally  susceptible  of  improvement. 

Notwithstanding  the  many  obstructions  which  still  exist  in  the  river 
and  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  navigation,  there  were  63  different 
steamboats,  of  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  10,000  tons,  and  319  barges,  of 
a  carrying  capacity  of  100,000  tons,  employed  during  the  year  1#$97 
upon  the  system.  In  addition  to  these  a  large  amount  of  lumber  was 
transported  in  rafts,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  material  was  moved 
in  flatboats,  of  which  no  record  could  be  obtained.  The  statistics 
actually  collected  show  that  there  were  transported  upon  the  river  dur- 
ing the  year  above  mentioned  more  than  76,000  passengers  and  nearly 
1,100,000  tons  of  freight,  valued  at  $14,000,000. 

For  the  purpose  of  appropriation  and  administration  the  river  system 
has  been  subdivided  as  follows: 

1,  Tennessee  River. — [a)  Above  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  (188  miles), — ^This 
section  of  the  river  extends  from  the  junction  of  tlie  French  Broad 
and  Holston  rivers  to  Chattanooga.  In  its  original  condition  it  was 
obstructed  by  rock  reefs,  bowlders,  gravel  bars,  and  by  snags  brought 
down  by  freshets.  The  depth  of  water  on  the  bars  varied  from  10 
inches  to  30  inches  at  low  water,  and  the  current  was  at  some  places 
as  great  as  6  miles  an  hour.  The  river  was  examined  in  1830  by  Ool. 
8.  H.  Long,  United  States  Topographical  Engineers,  and  a  project  for 
its  improvement  was  prepared.  This  project  proposed  to  blast  a  chan- 
nel through  the  reefs,  reduce  the  gravel  and  sand  bars,  and  to  deepen 
the  water  on  the  bars  by  the  construction  of  wing  dams  and  training 
walls,  thus  contracting  the  waterway  so  as  to  secure  a  sale  navigable 
channel  3  feet  deep  at  average  low  water.  No  work,  li(»wever,  was 
done  by  the  United  States  under  this  project  until  1869,  when  an  allot- 
ment of  $35,000  was  made  for  improving  this  portion  of  the  river. 

In  1871  another  examination  was  made  between  Knoxville  and  Chat- 
tanooga, with  the  result  of  somewhat  increasing  the  estimates  of  Colonel 
Long.  Work  was  carried  on  under  this  project  until  1893,  and  a  partial 
improvement  was  effected  at  29  of  the  43  obstructions  enumerated  by 
Colonel  Long  in  his  report  of  1830. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  September  19, 1890,  required  that  a  care- 
ful and  comprehensive  survey  should  be  made  of  this  i>ortion  of  the 
river  and  a  new  project  submitted  for  its  improvement.  This  survey 
was  made  under  the  direction  of  Col.  Henry  M.  Kobert,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  by  Capt.  John  Biddle,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  a  report 
was  submitted  February  23, 1893,  and  received  Congressional  sanction 
in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  18,  1894. 

The  total  amount  expended  to  June  30,  1895,  under  the  original 
project  was  $293,255.83. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  to  June  30, 1897,  $^,832.86 
has  been  expended. 

This  work  has  resulted  in  greatly  improving  the  low- water  naviga- 
tion of  the  river,  and  the  season  of  navigation  has  been  materi^Sly 
lengthened. 
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The  commerce  on  the  river  has  increased,  and  the  cost  of  water  trans- 
X>ortation  has  been  reduced.  The  total  value  of  freight  carried  on  this 
I)ortion  of  the  river  during  the  calendar  year  ending  December  31, 1897, 
was  $2,693,802.85. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  following  work  was 
done: 

Twelve  old  bridge  piers,  constructed  of  logs  and  filled  with  loose 
stones,  were  removed  from  the  river  near  Knoxville.  These  were  the 
remains  of  an  old  military  bridge  constructed  during  the  civil  war  by 
the  troops  under  the  command  of  General  Burnside.  The  stone  obtained 
from  these  piers  was  used  in  repairing  the  dams  and  training  walls  in 
the  vicinity. 

At  the  Marysville  Railroad  Bridge  near  Knoxville,  the  channel  was 
cleared  of  loose  rock,  the  old  dams  were  repaired  and  strengthened, 
and  a  training  wall  350  feet  long  was  built  downward  from  the  foot  of 
the  island.  Three  spur  dams,  of  an  average  length  of  130  feet,  were 
connected  with  the  training  wall,  the  object  of  this  work  being  to 
equalize  the  slope  and  diminish  the  velocity  of  the  current  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  bridge. 

At  Caney  Creek  Shoals  2,100  cubic  yards  of  gravel  was  dredged 
from  the  bar  near  the  head  of  the  shoals.  The  training  wall  was  length- 
ened 214  feet,  the  stone  being  obtained  from  the  quarry  previously 
oj)ened. 

A  trip  was  made  by  the  fleet  over  the  river  from  the  junction  of  the 
French  Broad  and  Holston  rivers,  4  miles  above  Knoxville,  to  Chatta- 
nooga, a  distance  of  188  miles.  Overhanging  trees  which  interfered  with 
navigation  were  cut,  and  snags  in  the  channel  removed.  To  accomplish 
tins  work  8,r)00  leaning  trees  were  felled  and  1,018  snags  removed. 

Jaly  1,1897,  balance  nnexpenc^od $21,911.31 

Jn ne  30, 1898,  amount  exp<dnded  during  fiscal  year 15, 004. 04 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 6,907.27 

July  1, 1898,  ontatanding  liabilities 438.37 

July  1,1898,  balance  available 6,468.90 


' Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project ...  585, 000. 00 

AuiouDtthatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    30, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(J)  Below  Chattanooga^  Tenn.  {485  miles), — ^The  original  condition  of 
the  river  from  Chattanooga  to  Browns  Ferry  was  unfavorable  to  navi- 
gation, the  channel  being  obstructed  by  rock  reefs,  bars,  bowlders,  and 
projecting  rocky  points,  permitting  the  passage  of  vessels  from  six  to 
nine  months  annually.  From  Browns  Ferry  to  Florence  it  was  navi- 
gable only  at  unusually  high-water  stages,  owing  to  the  obstructions 
known  as  Big  and  Little  Muscle  shoals.  Navigation  between  Florence 
and  Kiverton,  Ala.,  was  limited  to  about  six  months  annually,  owing  to 
the  obstructions  known  as  Colbert  and  Bee  Tree  shoals. 

The  existing  project  of  improvement  is  as  follows: 

(1)  By  blasting  and  dredging  to  remove  existing  obstructions  to 
navigation  at  Ross  Towhead,  in  the  mountain  section,  at  Bridgeport 
and  Guntersville,  and  elsewhere  on  the  river. 

(2)  Building  a  canal  14.5  miles  long,  70  to  120  feet  wide,  and  6  feet 
deep,  to  permit  navigation  past  the  river  obstruction  known  as  Big 
Muscle  Shoals,  the  canal  to  have  nine  locks,  each  60  feet  wide  by  300  feet 
longy  and  to  cross  Shoal  Creek  by  means  of  an  aqueduct  900  feet  long 
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and  60  feet  wide.  Constracting  a  canal  1^  miles  long  to  enable  vessels 
to  avoid  the  obstraction  known  as  the  Elk  Hiver  Shoals;  this  canal  to 
have  two  locks,  one  at  each  end. 

(3)  Gonstrncting  at  Little  Mascle  Shoals  a  canal  about  3  miles  long 
and  6  feet  deep,  with  two  locks,  each  60  feet  wide  by  300  feet  long,  and 
with  5  feet  on  the  miter  sills,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1,537,762. 

(4)  Constracting  a  canal  8  miles  long,  150  feet  wide,  and  7  feet  deep, 
past  the  Colbert  and  Bee  Tree  shoals  obstructions,  with  one  guard  lock 
at  the  upper  end  and  one  lock  with  25foot  lift  at  the  lower  end;  these 
locks  to  be  80  feet  wide  and  350  feet  long,  and  with  6  feet  on  the  miter 
sills,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $2,500,000. 

(5)  Protecting  Livingston  Point,  Kentucky,  from  destruction  by 
revetments  of  stone  and  brush  carried  well  down  the  bank  below  the 
water  surface,  supplemented  by  pile  and  stone  dikes.  This  work  is 
necessary  to  the  preservation  of  the  harbor  of  Paducah,  Ky. 

(G)  Making  a  survey  of  the  river  from  Eiverton,  Ala.,  to  the  mouth, 
and  the  removal  of  snags  and  other  obstructions  from  the  channel. 

The  total  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $4,438,214.43. 

This  expenditure  had  resulted  in  the  completion  of  the  Big  Muscle 
Shoals  and  Elk  Eiver  Shoals  canals  and  their  approaches  at  a  cost  of 
$3,181,720.50,  and  in  the  improvement  of  Little  Muscle  Shoals  by  exca- 
vation and  the  construction  of  wing  dams,  whereby  its  navigation  was 
greatly  improved.  But  as  the  results  show  that  the  requisite  depth 
could  not  be  obtained  in  this  manner,  the  new  project  for  a  canal  at 
Little  Muscle  Shoals  was  adopted  October  29, 1890. 
^  In  like  manner  the  Bee  Tree  and  Colbert  shoals  were  temporarily 
improved  and  the  season  of  navigation  over  them  materially  lengthened 
by  channel  work  at  a  cost  of  $02,243.41.  This  was  before  the  adoption 
of  the  present  project  for  the  lateral  canal. 

The  masonry  of  the  lift  lock  at  Colbert  Shoals  has  been  completed, 
and  the  right  of  way  for  the  canal  has  been  purchased  and  paid  for. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  work  of  channel  improve- 
ment, mainly  by  blasting  and  dredging,  has  been  done  in  the  mountain 
section  at  a  point  known  as  the  ^'  Skillet,"  where  the  river  is  exceed- 
ingly narrow  and  the  fall  and  current  excessive*  Over  6,000  cubic 
yards  of  loose  rock  and  gravel  was  removed  and  the  conditions  greatly 
improved.  At  the  *^  Pot "  and  "  Pan,"  in  the  mountain  section,  a  large 
number  of  bowlders  lying  upon  the  bank,  which  interferred  with  the 
flow  of  the  current  and  also  with  the  passage  of  boats  at  high  stages, 
was  drilled,  blasted,  and  removed. 

At  Williams  Island  5,800  cubic  yards  of  rock  and  gravel  was  removed 
by  blasting  and  dredging,  and  an  additional  quantity  was  broken  up 
by  blasting  but  could  not  be  removed  owing  to  the  insufficiency  of  the 
appropriation. 

At  Koss  Towhead  the  former  work  done  had  not  been  sufficient  to 
accomplish  the  degree  of  improvement  required.  An  area  110  feet 
wide  by  1,100  feet  long  was  drilled  and  blasted,  the  material  being 
blue  flint  of  exceeding  hardness.  The  debris  so  formed  was  removed 
by  dredging;  about  8,000  cubic  yards  mainly  of  broken  rock  was  taken 
away. 

The  masonry  for  the  lift  lock  at  Riverton  was  practically  completed 
in  the  previous  year,  and  a  plan  had  been  prepared  by  a  Board  of  Engi- 
neers for  the  construction  of  the  entrance  to  the  lock.  The  earth  exca- 
vation of  the  entrance  was  placed  under  contract,  but  this  work  was  not 
completed  until  too  late  in  the  season  to  permit  the  construction  of 
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the  masonry.  The  contractor  removed  something  over  60,000  cubic 
yards  of  earthy  which  was  placed  on  the  spoil  banks  south  of  the  lock, 
siud  has  been  so  shai)ed  and  graded  as  to  form  a  mound  the  length  of 
the  lock  and  about  100  feet  wide  on  top.  The  top  of  this  mound  is 
about  3  feet  above  extreme  high  water,  aud  will  be  used  as  a  site  for 
the  lock  keeper's  house  and  for  such  storerooms  or  tool  houses  as  it  may 
be  necessary  to  build.  The  surface  of  the  mound  has  been  carefully 
shaped.  Sod  has  been  planted  upon  it,  so  as  to  increase  its  stability 
and  resistance  to  water,  and  to  improve  its  appearance.  Three  thou- 
sand two  hundred  cubic  yards  of  solid  rock  was  excavated  from  the 
entrance,  and  the  material  used  in  the  construction  of  heavy  dry  stone 
walls  to  protect  temporary  earth  slopes  at  the  sides  of  the  cut. 

About  1,700  cubic  yards  of  dimension  stone  was  procured  by  pur- 
chase and  was  transported  to  the  lock  site.  A  new  quarry  was  opened 
at  Cherokee,  Ala.,  which  will  furnish  suitable  limestone  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  entrance.  Only  about  350  yards,  however,  was  taken  out 
and  forwarded  to  Biverton.  A  great  deal  of  face  stone  has  been  cut. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  purchase  of  cement  and  sand. 
The  materials  gathered  for  the  construction  of  the  entrance  are  worth 
over  922,000. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  and  submitted  for  the  construction  of  the 
guard  lock  and  gates  of  the  Colbert  Shoals  Canal,  and  much  study  has 
been  given  to  tlie  operating  machinery  and  hydraulic  power  for  the  lift 
lock. 

The  subject  of  the  disposal  of  the  storm  water,  which  in  the  natural 
course  would  flood  the  canal,  has  been  careftdly  considered,  and  a  plan 
has  been  submitted  and  approved. 

The  volume  of  the  levee  between  the  canal  and  the  river,  which  forms 
an  essential  feature  of  the  project,  has  been  carefully  computed,  and  is 
found  to  be  greatly  in  excess  of  the  material  which  the  canal  trunk  will 
supply.  It  will  be  necessary  to  determine  whether  this  extra  earth 
required  shall  be  obtained  by  making  the  canal  wider  or  deeper  than  is 
now  proi>osed,  or  procured  from  borrow  pits  outside  the  right  of  way. 
In  the  fall  of  1897  a  dredging  plant,  consisting  of  a  dipper  dredge 
with  towboat  and  the  proper  number  of  scows,  was  hired  by  contract 
and  sent  to  work  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Tennessee  Biver.  This  was 
done  to  determine  whether  the  material  could  be  readily  removed  in 
this  way,  and  if  the  resulting  improvement  would  be  reasonably  perma- 
nent. Work  was  done  at  six  or  seven  different  points  upon  the  lower 
30  miles  of  the  river,  and  some  very  bad  places  were  greatly  improved. 
The  dredge,  assisted  occasionally  by  surface  blasting,  was  found  to 
be  able  to  remove  with  ease  and  economy  any  of  the  material  there 
encountered;  29,000  cubic  yards  of  gravel,  more  or  less  cemented  in 
its  natural  condition,  was  so  removed,  but  it  will  require  soundings  to 
be  made  at  the  present  low  water  to  ascertain  whether  the  cuts  have 
filled  in  or  not. 

The  study  of  the  results  of  the  recent  survey  below  Biverton  indicates 
that  there  are  not  less  than  flfty-one  places  where  dredging  is  neces- 
sary, and  that  this  work  will  require  the  removal  of  about  650,000  cubic 
yards  of  material,  of  which  about  10  per  cent  is  rock.  With  this  large 
amount  of  dredging  in  prospect  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  United 
States  should  procure  a  powerful  dipper  dredge  and  a  proper  equip- 
ment of  dump  scows.    The  cost  of  this  plant  will  be  about  $30,000. 

In  addition  to  this  work,  the  United  States  snag  barge  belonging  to 
this  district  was  sent  over  the  river  from  Bivedx)n  to  Paducah  and 
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retarn.  It  removed  all  siiags  which  could  be  found  and  broke  np  and 
destroyed  a  namber  of  other  obstructions;  455  snags,  98  stumps,  848 
sunken  logs,  8  wrecks,  12  bowlders,  and  other  obstructions  were  removed. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $251,311.60 

Jane  ^,  1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 115,769.08 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  anexpended 135,542.52 

July  1, 1898,  outetanding  liabilitiee *$11, 723.93 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts ....        3, 692. 38 

16, 416. 81 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  ayaUable 120,126.21 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 5, 362, 939.81 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 

i      30,1900 1,000,000.00 

I  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  ser^tions  2  of  river  and 
t    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Api)endix  DDL) 

2.  Operating  and  care  of  Mmcle  Shoals  Oanaly  Tennessee  River, — This 
canal  hiis  been  maintained  in  a  state  of  efficiency  and  readiness  for  use 
tbroiigbout  the  entire  year.  The  number  of  steamboats  and  barges 
that  used  the  canal  during  the  calendar  year  ending  December  31, 1897, 
was  217,  and  the  freight  carried  was  5,119  tons,  worth  $88,565.65.  The 
total  number  of  lockages  was  1,842. 

The  canal  is  16  miles  in  length  and  has  eleven  locks.  It  has  a  rail- 
road nearly  15  miles  in  length,  and  a  large  nnrnber  of  buildings  for  the 
occupancy  of  the  employees  of  the  United  States  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  total  cont  of  operating  and  care  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1M98,  was  $68,868.17.  This  is  a  little  in  excess  of  the  cost  of  the 
previous  year,  but  the  increase  is  due  to  the  fact  thait  the  lock  gates 
and  the  steel  aqueduct  were  cleaned  and  painted.  A  sand  blast  was 
used  to  remove  the  old  paint  and  scale,  and  red  lead  was  applied  to  the 
fresh,  bright  surface  of  the  metal.  The  dams  above  the  Elk  Kiver 
Division,  which  had  been  breached  and  otherwise  iiyured  by  the 
previous  flood,  were  also  repaired. 

In  1895  authority  was  given  for  the  construction  of  a  dry  dock  near 
Lock  No.  6  on  the  Muscle  Shoals  Canal,  tor  the  purpose  of  providing  a 
place  for  the  repair  of  the  floating  plant  belonging  to  the  improvement 
works  of  the  Tennessee  River,  one-half  of  the  cost  of  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  operating  and  care  of  Muscle  Shoals  Canal  and  one  half  to 
the  general  improvement  of  the  river.  The  dry  dock  was  completed  in 
February,  1897,  and  since  that  time  has  been  constantly  used  in  the 
repair  of  the  Government  plant.  It  is  the  only  dock  within  a  radius 
of  250  miles,  and  its  use  to  a  limited  extent  for  the  repair  of  private 
boats  would  doubtless  be  of  great  service  to  the  commercial  interests. 
There  is  no  existing  law,  however,  permitting  it  to  be  so  used,  and  I 
recommend  that  Congress  specially  provide  that  the  said  dry  dock  may 
be  used  for  the  examination  and  repair  of  vessels  for  private  parties, 
under  such  regulations  and  for  such  compensation  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

(See  Appendix  D  D  2.) 

3,  French  Broad  and  Little  Pigeon  rivers^  Tennessee. — French  Broad 
River. — This  river  rises  in  the  western  slopes  of  the  Blue  Bidge  Moun- 
tains in  North  Carolina  and  enters  the  State  of  Tennessee  at  Paint 

*  Of  the  oatstanding  liabilities  $6,022.18  is  for  wages  due  dnrins  th«  years  1878  to 
1880,  whioh  remain  nnolaimed  and  probably  never  will  be  olaimeo. 
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Koek,  aud  after  a  course  of  121  miles  in  that  State  unites  with  the 
Holston  River  4^  miles  above  Knoxville,  thus  forming  the  Tennessee 
Biver. 

In  its  original  condition  the  river  was  obstructed  by  rock  reefs,  sand 
and  gravel  bars,  and  also  by  bowlders,  snags,  aud  overhanging  trees. 

The  project  for  its  improvement  provides  for  the  removal  of  all  sur- 
face obstructions,  for  the  excavation  of  channels  through  the  reefs  aud 
bars,  and  for  the  concentration  of  the  water  and  the  regulation  of  its 
flow  by  means  of  wing  dams  and  training  walls,  so  as  to  secure  a  channel 
depth  of  2^  feet  at  ordinary  low  water  as  far  as  Leadvale,  70  miles  from 
the  river  mouth. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  (67,605.29. 

This  expenditure  resulted  in  the  improvement  of  navigation  below 
Dandridge,  50  miles,  by  deepening  and  clearing  the  channel,  removing 
the  dams  constructed  for  fish  traps,  constructing  wing  dams,  sills,  and 
training  walls,  and  revetting  the  banks  where  necessary.  The  work  in 
every  case,  when  properly  planned,  has  been  singularly  successful,  and 
at  several  points,  such  as  Hanging  Hock  Shoals,  Seven  Island  Shoals, 
and  Bryant  Shoals,  which  places  were  formerly  almost  insurmountable, 
boats  now  pass  at  ail  stages  without  difficulty. 

The  total  value  of  freight  carried  on  the  French  Broad  Eiver  during 
the  calendar  year  1897  was  $617,255.80,  which  is  about  ten  times  the 
total  amount  expended  on  the  river  since  the  improvement  was  begun 
in  1880. 

In  the  latter  part  of  July,  1897,  the  fleet  belonging  to  the  Upper 
Tennessee  Hiver  was  sent  to  the  French  Broad  to  carry  out  such 
improvement  as  the  funds  available  would  allow. 

At  Hanging  Hook  Shoals  the  dams  and  training  walls  were  repaired 
aud  a  portion  of  caving  bank  was  riprapped;  2^100  cubic  yards  of  stone 
was  used  tor  this  purpose. 

At  Bryant  Shoals,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Pigeon  Biver,  860 
cubic  yards  of  stone  and  bowlders  was  removed  from  the  channel. 

At  Seven  Island  Shoals  1,700  cubic  yards  of  loose  rock  was  removed 
from  the  channel  and  used  in  the  repair  of  dams  and  training  walls, 
and  660  cubic  yards  of  stone  was  quarried  in  addition,  for  the  same 
purpose.  A  timber  crib  728  feet  long  was  constructed  to  protect  the 
bank  of  a  rapidly  caving  bend. 

At  Greens  Eeef  750  cubic  yards  of  solid  rock  was  drilled,  blasted, 
and  removed.  And  elsewhere  along  the  river  at  various  points  1,250 
cubic  yards  of  loose  stone  was  removed  from  the  channel  and  used  in 
riprappiiig  the  banks  or  repairing  and  strengthening  the  dams. 

Little  Pigeon  River, — This  river  is  formed  by  the  junction  of  its  east 
fork  and  south  fork  at  Sevierville,  Tenn.,  and  flows  in  a  northwesterly 
direction  for  about  5  miles,  where  it  empties  into  the  French  Broad 
about  32  miles  above  Knoxville. 

In  its  original  condition  it  was  obstructed  by  rock  and  gravel  shoals 
and  by  rapids. 

Tbe  project  provides  for  the  removal  of  the  bar  near  the  mouth  of 
the  river  and  the  removal  of  the  shoal  below  Gatlettsburg,  so  as  to 
permit  light  draft  steamers  to  reach  this  place. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $1,150.39,  which  resulted 
in  some  improvement  of  the  bar  below  Gatlettsburg,  about  90  cubic 
yards  of  rock  having  been  excavated  from  the  channel  and  placed  in  a 
riprap  dam. 

A  channel  30  inches  deep  at  low  water  was  dredged  through  the  bar 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Pigeon ;  1,505  cubic  yards  of  loose  rock  and 
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Rmall  bowlders  was  removed,  and  about  two-thirds  of  this  was  ased  in 
riprapping  the  head  of  McOroskeys  Islaud,  which  was  rapidly  washing 
away,  and  the  remainder  was  used  for  repairing  the  dam  across  the 
island  chute. 

It  is  impracticable  to  separate  the  freight  carried  on  the  Little  Pigeon 
Elver  from  that  carried  on  the  French  Broad,  as  the  same  boats  are 
engaged  in  the  trade,  and  the  Little  Pigeon  practically  amounts  to  an 
additional  landing  on  the  French  Broad. 

July  1, 1897, balance  unexpended $6,244.32 

June  30, 1896,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5, 848. 62 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 396.70 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 131.23 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 264.47 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 85, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  pron  tably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June30, 1900  10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  or  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  D  D  3.) 

4,  Clinch  River j  Tennessee, — This  river  rises  in  the  Cumberland  Moun- 
tains in  Virginia,  and  after  following  a  southwesterly  course  empties 
into  the  Tennessee  Biver  at  Kingston,  104  miles  above  Chattanooga. 
About  230  miles  of  the  river  lies  in  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

In  its  original  condition  the  channel  was  obstructed  by  rock  reefs, 
sand  and  gravel  bars,  bowlders,  snags,  and  overhanging  trees. 

The  present  project  provides  for  channel  excavations,  removing  sur- 
face obstructions,  and  the  construction  of  wing  dams  and  training 
walls,  so  as  to  secure  a  navigable  channel  2  feet  in  depth  at  ordinary 
low  water  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  up  to  Clinton,  about  70  miles, 
and  of  1^  feet  in  depth  from  Clinton  to  Haynes,  or  Walkers,  Ferry,  abont 
76  miles.  From  Haynes  Ferry  to  Osborne  Ford,  in  Virginia,  a  distance 
of  120  miles,  it  is  proposed  simply  to  remove  the  loose  rock  and  bowl- 
ders, reduce  the  rock  ledges,  remove  snags,  overhanging  trees,  and  simi- 
lar obstructions,  so  as  to  assist  raft  and  tiatboat  navigation  at  the 
stages  at  which  the  river  is  ordinarily  used. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $37,153.20,  which  resulted 
in  reducing  many  of  the  reefs,  removing  obstructions  from  the  channel, 
building  several  wing  dams  and  training  walls,  whereby  the  channel 
was  so  far  improved  as  to  enable  the  river  to  be  used  at  stages  2  to  3 
feet  lower  than  before  the  improvement  was  begun. 

The  total  value  of  the  freight  carried  on  this  river  during  the  calen- 
dar year  1897  was  $903,238.46,  which  is  about  twenty-four  times  the 
total  amount  expended  on  the  river  since  the  improvement  was  begun 
:n  1880. 

It  is  very  desirable  before  going  further  with  the  execution  of  the 
project  that  a  complete  survey  of  the  river  should  be  made  and  a 
detailed  plan  and  estimates  prepared,  in  order  that  it  may  be  known 
with  accuracy  how  much  the  improvement  will  cost  and  to  what 
extent  it  will  be  practicable  to  carry  it. 

In  July,  1807,  a  working  party  of  abont  twenty  men  was  assembled 
at  Osborne  Ford,  the  recognized  head  of  navigation  of  this  river,  and 
descended  the  river  to  its  mouth,  occupying  about  three  months  in  the 
trip.  On  the  way  down  the  party  improved  the  channel  by  the  removal 
of  bowlders,  gravel,  and  loose  stone,  and  by  reduction,  by  drilling  and 
blasting,  of  numerous  ledges  and  reefs.  Many  overhanging  trees  were 
also  cut  and  numerous  snags  removed.    In  the  execution  of  this  work 
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about  6y500  cubic  yards  of  large  bowlders  and  reefs  was  drilled, 
blasted,  and  removed;  4,600  cubic  yards  of  stone  and  gravel  was  also 
removed,  300  trees  were  cut,  and  703  snags  removed  from  the  channel. 
While  this  work  did  not  include  all  of  a  similar  nature  which  might 
be  advantageously  and  cheaply  done,  yet  it  did  effect  such  an  improve- 
ment as  enables  the  river  to  be  navigated  with  safety  at  a  lower  stage 
than  it  could  ever  be  used  before.  The  timber  raftsmen,  who  princi- 
pally use  the  upper  part  of  the  river,  state  that  they  can  bring  out 
ratts  now  upon  a  foot  less  water  than  before  this  work  was  done. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $4,346.80 

Jane30y  18S^,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 2,927.96 

Jnlj  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 1,418.82 

Julyl,  1898,  ontstandmgliabiUtieB... 28.84 

Jnlyl,  1896,  baUnce available 1,389.98 


Amonnt  (eetimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 8, 500. 00 

Amonntthatcanbeprofitablyexpendedinfiscalyearendiiig June30, 1900  .    8, 500. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  D  D  4.) 

Major  Kingman  was  also  charged  with  the  duty  of  making  surveys  ol 
the  following  localities,  reports  of  the  results  of  which  will  be  duly 
submitted  when  received: 

i.  Tennessee  River  below  Bivertonj  Ala. 
2.  Elk  River ^  Tennessee. 

IMROVEMENT  OP  PALLS  OF  OHIO  RIVER,  OF  WABASH  RIVER,  INDIANA 
AND  ILLINOIS,  OF  WHITE  RIVER,  INDIANA,  AND  OF  TRADEWATER, 
QREEN,  ROUGH,  AND  KENTUCKY  RIVERS,  IN  KENTUCKY.  OPERATING 
AND  CARE  OP  THE  LOUISVILLE  AND  PORTLAND  CANAL,  AND  LOCKS 
AND  DAMS  ON  GREEN  AND  BARRIEN  RIVERS. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Oapt.  J.  G.  Warren,  Oorps  of 
^Engineers,  having  under  his  immediate  orders  Maj.  William  W.  Harts, 
U.  8.  Volunteers,  first  lieutenant,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  September 
1, 1897,  to  April  10, 1898.  Division  Engineer,  Col.  Henry  M.  Robert, 
Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Falls  of  the  Ohio  River  at  Louisville^  Ky. — Previous  to  June  4, 1897, 
the  two  divisions  of  the  work  of  improvement  of  the  falls  of  the  Ohio 
was  provided  for  by  separate  appropriations,  one  of  which  was  appli- 
cable to  work  at  the  head  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal,  the 
other  to  the  <^ Indiana  Chute,"  or  channel  on  the  Indiana  side  of  the 
riven  The  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897,  combined  the  two  projects 
and  provides  for  work  under  both  under  one  general  head,  and  in  the 
last  annual  report  the  statements  of  funds  pertaining  to  each  were  set 
forth  and  followed  by  a  money  statement  for  the  combined  work. 

The  projects  under  which  work  has  been  and  is  now  in  progress  are 
as  follows:  The  original,  adopted  in  1883  and  slightly  modified  in  1885; 
the  revised,  approved  January  28, 1890.  On  the  latter  date  the  present 
plans  for  improvements  on  both  sides  of  the  river  were  approved,  after 
having  been  examined  and  submitted  by  a  Board  of  Engineer  Officers 
convened  for  that  purpose.  The  project  pertaining  particularly  to  the 
enlargement  of  the  easterly  end  of  the  canal  provides  for  widening  the 
canad  on  its  northerly  side  from  a  point  725  feet  below  Fourteenth  Street 
Railroad  Bridge,  where  the  width  of  the  canal  is  abniptly  increased 
from  90  to  210  feet.  Tliis  latter  width  is  gradually  increased  through 
a  distance  of  nearly  2,800  feet  to  325  feet  at  the  head  of  the  canal  proper. 
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where  the  enlarerement  is  expanded  into  a  capacious  basin  1,200  feet 
wide  and  practically  parallel  to  the  Kentucky  shore. 

The  Indiana  Chute  is  the  main  channel  of  the  river  over  the  falls  of 
the  Ohio,  and  origiDally  was  very  crooked  and  had  irregular  rocks  pro- 
jecting f^om  the  sides  and  bottom,  rendering  it  unsafe  for  navigation 
except  at  high  stages  of  water.  The  object  of  the  project  is  to  so 
improve  the  channel,  by  the  construction  of  dikes,  excavation  of  reefs, 
etc.,  as  to  render  it  available  for  descending  boats  and  tows  when  the 
river  reaches  a  stage  of  8  feet,  upper  canal  gauge. 

The  object  of  the  improvements  on  both  sides  of  the  river  has  the 
same  purpose  in  view,  viz,  to  facilitate  the  movement  of  commerce 
past  this  point.  At  present  there  is  not  sufficient  room  at  the  head  of 
the  canal  for  making  or  breaking  tows  preparatory  to  leaving  or  enter- 
ing the  canal.  This  causes  much  delay  to  traffic  and  often  results  in 
considerable  additional  expense,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  tows  arriv- 
ing on  a  falling  stage,  and  one  too  low  to  continue  via  the  Indiana  Chute 
arc  unable  to  get  the  boats  through  the  locks  in  time  to  continue  their 
journey  before  the  water  reaches  a  stage  too  low  to  float  the  loaded 
craft,  thus  compelling  them  to  lie  over  and  wait  for  another  rise  to 
occur,  which  involves  harboring  the  boats  and  consequent  expenses. 
The  enlargement  at  the  head  of  the  canal  will  afford  ample  room  for 
breaking  and  arranging  tows,  enable  them  to  be  handled  with  rapidity 
and  ease,  and  reduce  delay  and  expense  to  the  movement  of  commerce 
to  the  minimum. 

The  impiovement  of  the  Indiana  Chute  channel  is  to  afford  an  open 
river  route  for  commerce  at  times  when  traffic  is  heaviest  and  the  locks 
are  closed  on  ac<x>uiit  of  the  water  reaching  a  stage  of  12.7  feet  or  more. 
Eight  feet,  np])er  gauge,  was  adopted  as  the  depth  when  the  open  river 
channel  would  be  available,  for  the  reason  that  but  few  tows  arrive  on 
a  less  stage,  and  consequently  these  would  only  be  delayed  long  enough 
to  pass  the  locks.  At  stages  of  8  feet  or  more  the  principal  movement 
of  coal  and  similar  bulky  and  heavy  commodities  occurs;  with  the 
improved  channel  and  a  stage  of  8  feet  or  more  water,  the  tows  will  be 
able  to  proceed  on  their  way  without  delay  and  expense  incident  to 
awaiting  their  turn  for  lockage  and  breaking  and  rearrangement  after 
passing  through  the  canal. 

The  total  expenditures  under  these  projects  to  June  30, 1897,  were 
$1,000,763,84.  Only  portions  of  the  improvements  are  available  at 
present  for  the  purposes  of  commerce,  on  account  of  their  incomplete 
state.  It  is  worthy  of  note,  however,  that  the  steamer  City  of  New 
Orleans,  length  290  feet,  tonnage  1,586.28,  drawing  6  feet,  ascended  the 
open  river  channel  of  the  "falls"  without  help,  on  a  stage  of  7.8  feet, 
falls  gauge,  May  9, 1898. 

Expenditures  during  the  past  fiscal  year  amounted  to  $113,056.79, 
and  were  for  the  completion  of  the  retaining  wall  at  the  westerly  end 
of  the  enlargement  at  the  head  of  the  canal;  continuation  of  the  work 
of  drilling,  blasting,  and  removing  excavated  material  south  of  the  new 
north  wall ;  removal  of  reefs  to  grade  in  the  open  channel  above  the  rail- 
road bridge,  and  dike  construction  at  Willow  Point. 

Statistics  of  the  quantity  and  character  of  commerce  interested  may 
,  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  report  for  "operating  and  care  of  Louis- 
ville and  Portland  Canal." 

The  sundry  civil  act  of  July  1, 1898,  contains  the  following  item: 

Improving  Falls  of  Ohio  River  at  LoaiSTille,  Kentnoky :  For  completing  improre- 
menty  hiolading  Indiana  Chute  Falls,  one  hundred  and  sixtT-seven  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fii'ty  doUars,  of  which  sum  fifteen  thousand  dollan  shaU  be  uiied  for 
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FMtoriDg  the  levee  and  banks  of  the  Ohio  Birer  at  or  near  Shawneetown,  Illinois, 
recently  swept  away  by  the  high  waters  in  said  river,  saoh  som  to  be  immediately 
available. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  only  $152,250  of  the  amount  appro- 
priated is  applicable  to  the  << falls"  projects,  and  that  $15,000  of  the 
estimated  cost  of  work  under  those  projects  has  been  diverted  by  law 
to  work  at  Shawneetown;  therefore  this  latter  amount  ($15,000)  is  con- 
tinued in  the  estimate  of  amount  required  to  complete,  and  should, 
according  to  custom,  be  provided  in  the  next  sundry  civil  act  passed 
by  Congress. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $359,236.16 

Amoant  appropriated  by  sundry  oivil  act  approved  July  1, 1898 152, 250. 00 

511, 486. 16 
June  90, 1898,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 113, 056. 79 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 898,429.37 

July  1, 1888,  oatetanding  liabilities 11,905.36 

Jaly  1,1898,  balance  available 386,524.01 

{Amount  (estimated)  reqnired  for  completion  of  existing  project 89, 697. 60 
Amonnt  that  can  be  protitably  expended  in  fisoalyearendmg  Jnne30, 1900    90, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acta  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  E  E  1.) 

2.  Operating  and  oars  of  Louismlle  and  Portland  Oanalj  Kentucky. — 
The  present  work  is  the  outgrowth  of  the  construction  of  the  canal  by 
a  private  corporation  and  its  transfer  to  the  United  States  by  authority 
of  Congress  in  1874.  The  canal  is  about  2  miles  long  and  90  feet  wide; 
there  are  two  new  masonry  locks  in  flight,  the  chambers  of  each  being 
350  feet  long  and  80  feet  wide. 

The  annual  estimates  and  projects  have  provided  for  the  operation 
and  maintenance  of  the  canal  in  good  navigable  condition,  to;^etber 
with  such  special  work  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  found  necessary  to 
make  it  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  of  navigation  and  commerce. 

Expenditures  from  July  1, 1880,  when  tolls  were  abolished  and  the 
canal  became  a  direct  charge  on  the  Treasury,  to  June  30, 1898,  amounted 
to  $1,348,375.84,  not  including  outstanding  liabilities. 

The  canal  is  available  to  commerce  at  all  stages  of  water  less  than 
12.7  feet,  upper  gauge,  and  serves  its  purpose  by  permitting  free  navi- 
gation around  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  Eiver  at  stages  of  water  when  the 
passage  can  not  be  made  by  the  open  river  channel. 

Expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  were, 
besides  those  for  ordinary  operating  expenses,  for  construction  of  a 
combined  dredge  and  derrick  boat,  for  construction  of  a  new  hull  for 
the  drill  boat,  for  enlargement  of  coal  bin,  for  construdtion  of  two  new 
damp  8COWS9  automatic  gate,  old  locks,  part  of  retaining  wall,  dry 
dock,  etc 

The  total  expenditures  for  all  purposes  during  the  year  were  $87,569.12. 

The  quantity  and  character  of  the  commerce  interested  is  given  in 
Appendix  E  E  2  of  this  report. 

The  total  quantity  of  commerce  passed  through  the  locks  during  the 
year  was  1,114,991^  tons,  an  increase  of  29|1864  tons  over  last  year. 

(See  Appendix  E  E  2.) 
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3.  Wabash  River ^  India/na  and  lUinais. — ^In  its  original  condition  this 
river  was  badly  obstracted  with  shoal  bars,  aocnmalations  of  snags, 
rock  reefs,  and  uameroas  secondary  channels  or  cut-offs,  which  lessened 
the  flow  of  water  throagh  the  main  channeL  There  could  be  no  navi- 
gation except  at  high  stage  of  water. 

The  original  project  is  that  submitted  by  Maj.G.Weitzel  in  1872,  pro- 
viding for  special  improvements  at  twelve  designated  points  and  a  gen- 
eral improvement  of  the  river  from  its  mouth  to  Lafayette,  lud.,  by 
means  of  light-draft;  boats  and  dredges,  and  until  March  3, 1881,  appro- 
priations were  applicable  to  this  whole  reach  of  river.  The  act  of  Con- 
gress of  that  date  separated  the  river  into  two  sections,  with  Yincennes, 
Ind.,  as  the  dividing  point.  Since  then  specific  appropriations  have 
been  made  for  each  section.  Otherwise  the  project  has  never  been 
amended  or  revised,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  with  existing  condi- 
tions neither  it  nor  the  original  estimates  are  applicable  or  adequate  to 
a  systematic  improvement  of  the  river. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  work  in  1872  to  March  31, 1881,  the 
expenditures,  all  of  which  were  for  work  below  Yincennes,  amounted  to 
1324,845.44.  Since  March,  1881,  expenditures  for  each  section  of  the 
river  are  given  below  separately: 

(a)  Below  Yincennes. — From  March,  1881,  to  June  30, 1897,  expendi- 
tures for  work  below  Yincennes  amounted  to  $362^85.(>5,  including 
125,000  expended  for  levee  work  at  Irayville,  111.  From  1884  to  the 
present  year  the  greater  part  of  the  appropriations  for  ''below  Yin- 
cennes" has  been  applied  to  the  construction  of  a  masonry  lock  and 
timber  dam  with  masonry  abutments  and  timber  guide  cribs  at  Grand 
Bapids.  The  lock,  dam,  abutments,  and  guide  cribs  have  been  com- 
pleted. Since  the  operations  and  fiinds  have  been  concentrated  to 
complete  the  structures  just  mentioned,  and  necessarily  suspended 
elsewhere  on  the  river,  the  improvements  at  other  places  have  rotted 
away  or  been  damaged  by  ice  and  freshets.  High  water  has  cut 
its  way  around  them,  leaving  the  river  as  badly  obstructed  as  it  was 
before  its  improvement  was  commenced,  and  with  no  permanent 
improvements  to  its  navigation  and  commerce  other  than  the  channels 
cut  through  solid  rock  and  the  lock  and  dam  at  Grand  Bapids,  which 
latter  will  be  of  little  benefit  unless  the  river  is  improved  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  enable  boats  to  reach  that  point.  Therefore,  considered  as 
an  entirety,  this  section  of  the  river  at  a  normal  stage  is  not  available 
for  navigation.  The  obstructions  now  existing  present  no  unusual 
features  to  indicate  that  they  would  be  difficult  to  overcome,  and  with 
sufficient  funds  for  regular  and  continuous  operations  the  river  could 
be  easily  adapted  to  the  requirements  of  commerce.  The  improve- 
ment, however,  should  begin  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  be  carried 
continuously  up  stream.  Expenditures  during  the  year  amounted  to 
16,810.07,  and  were  for  the  completion  of  the  guide  cribs  below  the 
lock  at  Grand  Bapids  and  for  examinations  of  the  river  between 
that  x>oint  and  its  mouth,  including  a  survey  of  the  cut  off  at  New 
Harmony,  Ind.,  which  was  found  to  be  the  worst  obstructed  portion  of 
the  river,  the  conditions  at  that  point  being  such  as  to  practically  cut 
the  navigation  of  the  river  in  two.  A  careful  survey  of  the  cutoff 
has  been  made,  the  details  of  which,  together  with  the  outlines  of  an 
approved  plan  for  work  at  this  point,  estimated  to  cost  $60,000^  will  be 
found  in  Appendix  £  E  3.  A  detailed  discussion  of  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  river  and  of  what  is  required  for  its  improvement  so  as  to 
be  beneficial  to  navigation  and  commerce  will  also  be  found  in  that 
appendix. 
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July  1,  1887,  balance  uDOxpended $7,168.91 

Jane  30, 18SK3,  amoont  expended  daring  fiscal  year 6,810.07 

Jnly  1,  1898,  balance  nnexpended 858. 84 

Jaly  1, 1898,  oatetanding  liabilities 25.75 

Jnly  1,  1898,  balance  available 833.09 

fAmoant  (estimated)  reqaired  for  completion  of  existlnj^  project 60, 000. 00 
Amoan  t  that  can  be  profi  tably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  an  e  30, 1900    20, 000. 00 
Sabmitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sectious  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jane  4, 1897. 

(b)  Above  Vincennes, — Since  this  part  of  the  river  has  become  the  object 
of  specific  appropriations  the  snm  of  189,287.39  had  been  expended 
to  Jane  30, 1897.  Formerly  a  fairly  good  channel  3  feet  in  depth  was 
maintained,  but  for  several  years  past  the  appropriations  have  been  too 
small  to  permit  of  other  than  snagging  operations  at  irregular  intervals. 
The  channel  at  present  is  only  available  for  navigation  at  the  higher 
stages  of  water.  At  low  water  the  numerous  snags,  bars,  and  second  ary 
channels  render  navigation— even  with  the  lightest  draft  boats — 
extremely  uncertain.  The  only  operations  in  progress  on  this  reach  of 
river  daring  the  fiscal  year  was  a  short  period  of  snagging  work  done 
with  a  snag  scow  which  was  towed  to  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  and  then 
worked  down  stream  by  a  crew  consisting  of  a  master  laborer,  hoisting 
engineer,  cook,  and  eight  laborers.  No  regular  line  of  steamboats  ope- 
rate over  this  section  of  the  river.  The  only  traffic  is  during  high  stages 
of  water,  when  a  few  light-draft  boats  make  irregular  trips  to  transport 
com,  wheat,  oats,  and  similar  commodities  to  the  nearest  railway  for 
reshipment. 

Joly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $2,212.61 

June  30, 18S^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1, 873. 91 

Jaly  1, 1886,  balance  nnexpended 838.70 

{Amonnt  restimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 4, 000. 00 
Amonnttnatcan  beprontably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endins  June  30, 1900     4, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  anndry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  E  E  3.) 

4,  Operating  and  care  of  look  and  dam  at  Grand  Rapids^  Wabash 
River. — ^This  lock  and  its  dam  were  built  from  funds  derived  from 
appropriations  for  improving  Wabash  Biver,  Indiana  and  Illinois.  The 
operating  expenses  were  also  paid  from  that  appropriation  until  March 
1, 1897,  since  which  date  they  have  been  paid  from  allotments  from  the 
indefinite  appropriation  for  operating  and  care  of  canals  and  other 
works  of  navigation,  act  of  Jnly  5,  1884.  The  annual  projects  and 
estimates  provide  for  the  operation  of  the  lock  and  such  repairs  thereto 
and  the  appurtenant  structures  as  may  be  necessary  to  maintain  them 
in  good  coudition.  From  March  1, 1897,  to  June  30, 1897,  the  expend- 
itures amounted  to  1166.75. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898. 
amounted  to  $539.15,  and  were  for  the  lock  tender's  salary,  repairs  ana 
repainting  lock  gates,  signal  lights,  clearing  lock  chamber  of  deposits, 
etc 

(See  Appendix  E  E  4.) 

5.  White  Biver^  Indiana. — ^Originally  this  river  was,  throughout  the 
entire  reach  embraced  within  the  project|  badly  obstructed  by  rock 
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reefs,  shoals,  remains  of  old  stractures,  and  a  very  great  number  of 
snags.    It  could  be  Qavigated  only  during  high  stages  of  water. 

The  original  project  is  based  upon  the  report  of  examinations  of 
the  White  Biver  and  its  forks,  Indiana,  submitted  December  31, 1878, 
by  Maj.  Jared  A.  Smith,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  the  first  provision 
for  improvement  was  made  in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  March  3, 1879. 
The  object  was  to  provide  a  channel  as  far  as  might  be  practicable 
"without  constructing  locks  and  dams."  A  depth  of  2  feet  is  indi- 
cated, but  no  definite  minimum  of  channel  was  specified.  In  this 
project,  which  has  not  been  amended  or  revised,  the  estimated  cost  was 
$150,000.  The  act  of  August  18, 1894,  provided  for  a  resurvey  of  the 
river.  For  detailed  report  of  this  survey  and  estimate  of  cost  of 
improvements,  together  with  recommendations,  see  pages  2483-2504, 
Re])ort  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897. 

The  funds  available  were  not  sufficient  for  any  operations  during  the 
vear 

The  total  expenditure  to  June  30, 1897,  is  1119,188.26.  The  lower 
13  miles  of  the  river  is  navigable  for  boats  drawing  3  feet;  above  this 
to  the  junction  of  the  two  forks  and  about  5  miles  up  East  Fork  boats 
drawing  18  inches  can  navigate  about  one  month  of  the  year.  Low- 
water  navigation  on  the  forks  is  impracticable,  and  the  better  portion 
of  the  river  will  soon  become  full  of  snags. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  nnezpended $811.74 

Jaue  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 107. 92 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 703.82 

(See  Appendix  E  E  5.) 

6,  Tradetcater  River ,  Kentuclcy. — ^This  river,  before  any  improvement 
work  was  commenced,  was  practically  closed  by  a  rock  bar  near  its 
mouth,  and  higher  up  by  logs,  snags,  drift  piles,  leaning  trees,  and 
bars. 

The  project,  adopted  in  1881,  provides  for  clearing  the  river  and  its 
banks  of  obstructions  and  opening  a  channel  40  feet  wide  and  2^  feet 
deep  during  six  months  of  the  year,  the  improvement  to  extend  41 
miles  up  stream  from  its  mouth  in  the  Ohio  Biver. 

Up  to  June  30,  1897,  $16,068,48  had  been  expended,  resulting  in 
securing  a  channel  through  the  rock  bar  at  the  mouth  of  tbe  river  and 
in  removing  obstructions  from  the  channel  and  banks  throughout  the 
distance  mentioned  in  the  project.  However,  no  work  has  for  several 
years  been  done  toward  keeping  the  stream  clear  of  snags.  A  report 
of  a  recent  examination  of  the  river  will  be  found  on  pages  247(>-248;5, 
Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^ 
1897.    No  work  was  done  during  the  year  on  account  of  lack  of  funds. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  nnezpended $431.52 

Jnly  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 431.52 

(See  Appendix  E  E  6.) 

7.  Lock  No.  J3y  Oreen  Eiver^  at  Rumsey^  Ky. — The  deficiency  act 
approved  March  3, 1893,  appropriated  $65,000  for  rebuilding  this  lock, 
which  in  1892  was  reported  unsafe  for  navigation. 

The  project  for  the  work,  approved  in  1893,  calls  for  the  construction 
of  a  new  lock  on  the  river  side  of  the  old  lock,  with  certain  changes  of 
existing  conditions  to  make  them  conform  to  the  location  of  the  new 
lock. 
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The  amoQnt  expended  to  Jane  30, 1896,  was  $160,079.74,  and  resulted 
Id  the  couipletion  of  the  new  walls,  gaten,  etc.,  and  dredging  approaches, 
and  the  resumption  of  navigation  throagh  the  new  lock  on  December  8, 
1895.  Guide  cribs  above  the  lock  remain  to  be  constructed  and  a  por- 
tion of  the  grading  is  yet  unfinished,  but  the  funds  on  hand  are  believed 
to  be  sufficient  and  no  further  appropriation  is  necessary. 

.!uly  1, 1897,  balance  nnezpended $9. 920.26 

July  1, 1898,  balaDoe  unexpended 9,920.26 

(See  Appendix  E  E  7.) 

8.  Oreen  Biver^  above  mouth  of  Big  Barren  Rivery  Kentucky. — The 
river  above  slack  water  afibrded  by  Dam  No.  4,  Green  River,  is 
obstructed  by  snags,  overhanging  trees,  bowlders,  etc.,  which,  under 
the  decision  that  present  funds  are  applicable  only  to  the  construction  of 
Lock  No.  5,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  remove.  It  is  recommended  that 
future  appropriations  be  so  worded  as  to  permit  the  necessary  work  of 
clearing  the  pool  being  done.  This  could  be  accomplished  by  making 
the  appropriation  title  read:  "Improving  Green  Kiver,  Kentucky, 
above  mouth  of  Big  Barren  River,  continuing  improvement;''  or,  if 
Congress  at  its  next  session  defers  further  appropriation,  then  it  is 
recommended  that  the  funds  at  present  available  be  made  applicable  to 
the  work  of  clearing  the  pool  above  Lock  No.  6,  which  work  can  be  done 
not  only  more  readily  and  economically  before  the  pool  level  is  increased 
by  the  completion  of  the  lock  and  dam,  but  can  be  done  most  advan- 
tageously at  intervals  when  the  plant  now  on  hand  can  be  spared  for 
that  purpose  from  other  parts  of  the  district. 

The  originally  adopted  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  portion  of 
Green  River,  Kentucky,  is  contained  in  the  report. and  project  sub- 
mitted by  Maj.  D.  W.  Lockwood,  Corps  of  Engineers,  under  date 
of  August  11,  1891,  and  provided  for  the  extension  of  slack-water 
navigation  from  the  upper  limit  of  Pool  No.  4  to  Mammoth  Cave,  Ken- 
tuck}',  by  the  construction  of  two  locks  and  dams,  the  combined  lift  of 
both  aggregating  27  feet.  The  estimated  cost  of  each  lock  and  dam  was 
placed  at  $180,673.20,  or  a  total  estimated  cost  of  the  whole  project  as 
$361,346.40 

The  project  and  estimate  have  not  been  modified^  excepting  as  mod- 
iaed  by  the  following  act  of  July  13, 1892: 

ImproYing  Green  River,  Kentucky,  above  the  month  of  the  Big  Barren  River:  For 
Lock  No.  5,  according  to  report  and  recommendation  of  Major  D.  W.  Lockwood, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army,  submitted  August  11, 1891. 

This  practically  reduced  that  project  to  onejialf  its  original  extent 
and  the  amount  of  the  estimate  to  that  required  for  one  lock  and  dam; 
hence  in  the  money  statement  below  the  '^  amount  (estimated)  required 
for  completion  of  existing  project ''  is  the  unappropriated  balance  of  the 
estimated  amount  required  for  the  completion  of  only  one  of  the  locks 
and  dams  contemplated  in  the  project  as  originally  submitted. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  aggregating  116,549.05,  were  for 
the  necessary  land  on  the  lock  side  of  the  river,  the  construction  of  a 
lock  tender's  dwelling,  temporary  store  sheds,  shops,  etc.,  and  purchase 
of  materials  for  the  construction  of  the  lock,  and  excavation  for  foun- 
dation of  lock. 

The  work  is  not  available  for  the  purposes  of  navigation  on  account 
of  its  incomplete  state.    The  foundation  and  land  wall  of  the  lock  were 
completed  during  the  year,  leaving  the  river  wall,  gates  and  operating 
devices,  guide  cribs,  and  dam  to  be  constructed, 
sua  98—23 
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July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $78,460.96 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 64,846.21 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 13, 606. 74 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabiU ties 158.17 


July  1,  1898,  balance  available 13,447.57 


< 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 85, 673. 20 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  85, 673. 20 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  E  E  8.) 

9.  Operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams  on  Green  and  Barren  riversj 
Kentucky, — Originally  the  locks  and  dams  in  these  rivers  were  built  by 
the  State  of  Kentucky.  When  the  United  States  acquired  possession 
of  these  river  improvements,  December  11, 1888,  navigation  of  the  sys- 
tem was  broken  at  Lock  No.  3,  Green  Eiver,  the  river  wall  at  that  lock 
having  fallen  into  the  river;  the  lower  end  of  the  land  wall  at  Lock  Ko. 
1,  Barren  Eiver,  was  badly  cracked  and  liable  to  fall  at  any  time,  and 
both  walls  at  Lock  No.  2,  Green  Biver,  were  in  a  dangerous  condition. 
The  channels  of  the  pools  were  much  obstructed  by  snags  and  land- 
slides. 

Since  the  United  States  acquired  control  unobstructed  navigation- 
throughout  the  entire  system  has  been  restored  by  either  extensive 
repairs  or  new  work.  The  expenditures  for  repairs,  operation,  and 
maintenance  to  June  30, 1897,  aggregated  1655,600.72.  Duriugthe  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  expenditures  amounted  to  164,779.61, 
and  were  for  the  operation  and  maintenance  of  the  several  locks  and 
dams  and  working  plant,  including  the  construction  of  a  concrete  rein- 
forcement to  the  lower  end  of  the  river  wall  at  Lock  No.  4,*  GreenEiver, 
and  the  reconstruction  of  a  portion  of  the  dam  at  Lock  No.  2,  Green 
Eiver.  The  completion  of  the  latter  work  will  be  effected  during  the 
present  season. 

Statements  of  traffic  and  commerce  through  the  locks  will  be  found 
in  Appendix  E  E  9  of  this  report. 

(See  Appendix  E  E  9.) 

10.  Rough  RivcTy  Kentucky. — ^In  Its  original  condition  the  river  was 
very  much  obstructed  by  overhanging  trees  on  the  banks  and  by  snags, 
logs,  and  bowlders  in  the  bed  of  the  river.  The  lower  8  iniles  of  the 
stream  is  atilected  by  backwater  from  the  Eumsey  Dam  (No.  2)  on  Green 
Eiver,  but  above  this  the  stream  had  but  little  depth  at  low  water. 

The  project  for  improvement,  adopted  in  1890,  is  to  clear  the  river  of 
obstructions  and  locate  and  construct  a  lock  and  dam  near  the  site  of 
the  old  ones,  so  as  to  carry  slack  water  to  Hartford,  Ky. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30,  1897,  was  192,737.56,  and  has 
resulted  in  the  completion  of  the  lock  and  dam  and  clearing  the  chan- 
nel of  obstructions  throughout  the  distance  covered  by  slack  water. 

The  only  work  during  the  year  consisted  of  a  period  of  sixty-nine  days' 
snagging  operations  and  the  construction  of  a  fence  to  inclose  the  lock 
grounds.  The  completion  of  the  lock  and  dam  provides  water  trans- 
portation to  Hartford,  Ky. 

The  nnexx>ended  balance  is  sufficient  to  complete  the  work  remain- 
ing to  be  done  under  the  project. 
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July  1, 1897,  balanoe  nnexpended $12,762.44 

Jane  90, 18SKB,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,687.95 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 11, 074. 49 

Jnly  1, 1898,  outatanding  liabilities 17.27 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available 11,057.22 

(See  Appendix  E  E  10.) 

11»  Operating  and  care  of  lock  and  dam  in  Bough*  River j  Kentucky. — 
This  lock  and  dam  were  bailt  from  funds  provided  in  appropriations 
for  improving  Bough  Biver,  Kentucky,  and  opened  to  navigation 
December  12, 1896,  and  the  expenses  of  its  operation  and  care  since 
Jnly  ly  1897,  paid  for  from  the  indefinite  appropriation  for  operating 
and  care  of  canals  and  other  works  of  navigation. 

The  annniJ  project  and  estimate  for  ttie  past  year  provided  for 
nothing  further  than  the  operation  and  care  of  the  lock  and  current 
repairs  incident  thereto.  The  expenditures  during  the  year  amounted 
to  $859.08. 

The  lock  affords  slack-water  navigation  to  Hartford,  Ky.  The  chan- 
nel of  the  river  above  the  lock  was  cleared  of  snags  and  other  obstruc- 
tions at  the  expense  of  the  appropriation  for  <4m proving  Hough  Kiver, 
Ken  tuck  v.'' 

(See  Appendix  E  E  11.) 

12.  Kentucky  River ^  Kentucky.^  At  the  time  the  project  was  adopted, 
in  1879,  the  five  locks  and  da-iis  built  by  the  State  of  Kentucky  many 
years  ago  were  in  a  dilapidated  condition  and  had  been  practically 
abandoned  and  allowed  to  go  to  ruin  by  the  State.  The  channel  was 
also  much  obstructed  by  snags  and  leaning  trees.  Portions  of  dams 
Nos.  1  and  2,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  stream,  were  gone  entirely,  so  that 
navigation  was  suspended. 

The  original  and  present  project  was  adopted  in  1879  (report  printed 
io  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1879,  pp.  1398- 
1422)  and  provided  for  repairing  and  rebuilding  the  five  old  locks  and 
dams,  removing  snags,  logs,  and  other  obstructions,  and  extending  6 
feet  of  slack-water  navigation  up  the  stream  to  Three  Forks,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  261  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  in  the  Ohio  at 
Carrollton,  Ky. 

The  amount  expended  to  June30, 1897,  was  $1,687,339.62,  andresulted 
in  repairing  and  rebuilding  the  five  old  locks  and  dams  originally  con- 
structed by  the  State;  the  construction  and  completion  of  Lock  and  Dam 
!No.  6,  with  their  appurtenances,  extending  slack- water  navigation  up  to 
Highbridge,  Ky.,  121  miles  above  Carrollton,  Ky.,  and  the  partial  con- 
struction of  Lock  No.  7,  a  short  distance  below  Highbridge.  The  amount 
expended  during  the  fiscal  year  endiug  June  30, 1898,  $63,023.90,  was  for 
labor  and  material  for  the  completion  of  Lock  No.  7,  its  dam,  and  their 
appurtenances,  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  work  of  grading  the 
adjoining  grounds.  The  completion  of  this  lock,  which  was  opened  to 
navigation  in  December,  1897,  extends  slack-water  navigation  to  Little 
Hickman,  Ky.,  a  distance  of  139  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  river  at 
Carrollton,  Ky. 

For  several  years  past  the  necessity  for  a  revision  of  the  amount 
(estimated)  required  for  the  completion  of  the  existing  project  has  been 
apparent.  A  full  discussion  of  this  subject  will  be  found  in  Appendix 
E  E  12  of  this  report,  in  which  will  also  be  found  commercial  statistics 
pertaining  to  the  improved  portion  of  the  river. 
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July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $268,660. 38 

Amount  appropriated  by  sandry  civil  act  approved  July  1, 1898 350, 000. 00 

618, 660. 38 
June  80,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiBcal  year 63,023.96 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 555,636.42 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabllitiea 210.11 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 555,426.31 


'Amount  (eetimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 716, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  tiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  300, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  E  E  12.) 

13.  Operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams  in  Kentucky  River ^  Kentm^ky. — 
At  the  time  the  United  States  acqalred  possession  of  the  five  locks  and 
dams  in  this  stream  in  1880,  conseqnent  to  the  report  printed  in  Annual 
Keport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1879  (pp.  1398-1422),  navigation 
was  practically  suspended  on  account  of  the  tact  that  the  works  required 
repairing  and  rebuilding.  The^e  five  locks  and  dams  were  built  by  the 
State  of  Kentucky  in  1835-1839,  and  from  1880  up  to  1885  were  exten- 
sively repaired  by  the  United  States  under  appropriations  for  improv- 
ing Kentucky  Biver,  Kentucky.  Since  then  Locks  and  Dams  Nos.  6 
and  7  have  been  built  and  added  to  the  system.  The  annual  estimates 
and  projects  for  the  operation  and  care  have  provided  for  the  operation 
and  maintenance  of  the  system  in  good  navigable  condition.  Expendi- 
tures under  the  indefinite  appropriation  for  such  expenses  to  June  30, 
1897,  amounted  to  1662,261.75.  The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1898,  were  for  payment  of  lock-tenders'  salaries; 
operating  the  towboat  and  dredges  in  keeping  the  locks  and  entrances 
clear  of  deposits,  snags,  etc.;  repairs  to  the  dams,  crib  work,  and  other 
structures  at  the  several  locks,  and  repairs  to  the  dredging  and  snag- 
ging outfit,  and  amounted  to  149,084.03,  not  including  14,111.72,  out- 
standing liabilities  June  30, 1898. 

(See  Appendix  E  E  13.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  OHIO  RIVER  AND  OP  MUSKINGUM  RIVER,  OHIO,  OP 
NEW  RIVER,  VIRGINIA  AND  WEST  VIRGINIA,  AND  OP  CERTAIN  RIVERS 
IN  WEST  VIRGINIA  AND  EASTERN  KENTUCKY. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  W.  H.  Heuer,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, to  October  6, 1897,  and  of  Maj.  W.  H.  Bixby,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
since  that  date,  these  officers  having  under  their  immediate  orders 
Lieut.  William  B.  Ladue,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  August  13,  1897, 
to  April  11, 1898.  Division  Engineer,  CoL  Henry  M.  Eobert,  Corps 
of  Engineers. 

i.  Ohio  River. — The  Ohio  Biver  from  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  to  its  mouth  in 
the  Mississippi,  near  Cairo,  HI.,  has  a  length  of  about  1,000  miles.  Its 
total  drainage  area  is  about  210,000  square  miles.  The  total  popula- 
tion of  the  cities  and  towns  situated  immediately  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Ohio  and  its  principal  tributaries  is,  in  round  numbers,  1,800,000 
(Census  of  1890). 

Original  condition. — The  first  work  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
river  was  done  in  1825.  At  that  time  the  river  was  obstructed  through- 
out its  entire  Itogth  by  snags,  rocks,  and  gravel  and  sand  bars,  and 
navigation  at  low  stages  was  exceedingly  difficult  and  dangerous. 

Project. — The  general  project  which  has  been  followed  since  work  was 
Snt  commenced  on  the  river  is  to  secure  additional  low- water  depths 
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at  islands  and  bars  by  the  construction  of  low  dams  across  chutes,  by 
bnihling  dikes  where  the  river  is  wide  and  shallow,  by  dredging,  and 
by  the  removal  of  rocks  and  snags. 

A  modification  of  this  project  for  a  portion  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
river  has  been  approved  and  the  radical  improvement  of  this  stretch 
of  river  undertaken  by  the  construction  of  a  series  of  locks  and  mova- 
ble dams.  The  first  of  the  series  is  at  Davis  Island,  4^  miles  below 
Pittsburg,  and  has  been  in  successful  operation  since  1885. 

The  amount  expended  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1897,  was  $5,706,632.32. 

The  work  accomplished  up  to  that  date  has  been  of  great  benefit  to 
navigation,  but  at  many  localities  good,  results  can  only  be  obtained 
by  a  large  expenditure,  and  the  small  amount  available  yearly  for  the 
whole  river  prevents  much  desirable  work  of  improvement. 

The  work  done  during  the  year  is  as  follows: 

Bank  protection  at  Davis  Island;  repair  of  dam  between  Davis  and 
Neville  islands;  dredging  of  bars  at  Eaccoon,  Eising  Sun,  Oraigs,  Flint 
Island,  and  Paducah,  and  for  improving  harbors  of  Golconda  and  Brook- 
lyn, lU.,  and  Madison,  Ind. ;  completing  loose-stone  dikes  at  Oraigs  and 
French  Island,  and  building  short  spur  dikes  at  Blennerhassett  Island. 
In  addition  to  work  by  U.  S.  snag  boat,  16  coal-boat  and  barge  wrecks 
were  removed  from  the  channel  near  Pittsburg;  2  wrecks  at  Mount 
Vernon,  Ind.;  104  snags  at  Graigs  Bar;  118  snags  and  60  cubic  yards 
rock  between  Pomeroy,  Ohio,  and  Lawrenceburg,  Ind.  The  levee  at 
Shawneetown  was  strengthened  with  2,000  cubic  yards  earth  filling. 
Dike  work  and  bank  protection  at  Evansville,  under  contract,  was 
practically  completed. 

Operations  of  United  States  dredges. — ^This  plant  was  employed  at 
Craigs  and  Eising  Sun  bars  and  in  the  harbor  of  Madison,  Ind.,  and 
during  the  fiscal  year  removed  159,123  cubic  yards  material  and  106 
snags. 

Harbor  lines. — ^Fieldwork  in  establishing  permanent  reference  points 
of  the  lines  at  Pittsburg,  Wheeling,  and  Cincinnati  was  carried  on  at 
various  times  for  five  months,  special  attention  being  given  to  encroach- 
ments, of  which  about  54  were  reported,  and  the  parties  warned  of  legal 
prohibitions.  Office  work  on  harbor  lines  was  continued  most  of  the 
year. 

Survey^  Marietta  to  Pittsburg.r-Field  work  was  completed  October 
4, 120  miles  of  river  having  been  surveyed  during  the  year.  Work  on 
the  maps  was  cqutinned  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

Commerce. — The  total  amount  of  freight  transported  during  the  cal- 
endar year  was  11,265,638  tons;  passengers,  1,914,763. 

!No  new  lines  of  transportation  have  been  established  that  would 
materially  afiect  the  aggregate  commerce  of  the  river. 

During  the  SQason  of  1897  navigation  was  almost  suspended  for  about 
two  months  by  extreme  low  water,  but  not  at  all  by  ice. 

In  general  terms,  the  object  of  the  work  now  being  done  and  that 
projected  on  the  river  is  to  secnre,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  uninterrupted 
navigation  during  the  whole  year  with  a  minimum  low-water  channel 
depth  of  6  feet. 

Tbe  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  at  mean  low 
water  over  the  shoalest  part  of  the  river  may  be  stated  as  follows: 

Feet. 

Cairo  to  Evansville 5 

Evansville  to  Louisville 4 

l/ooisville  to  Wheeling 8 

Wheeling  to  Davis  Island  Dam 2 

DftTit  Islaiid  Dan  to  PiMshur^ ^ 
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•  The  total  amount  expended  on  the  improvement  of  the  river  for  the 
last  seventy  years  is  not  more  than  2^  per  cent  of  the  valae  of  the 
commerce  carried  on  the  river  in  a  single  year. 

The  work  heretofore  done  has  andoubtedly  been  of  the  greatest  util- 
ity in  lessening  the  danger  and  difficulty  of  navigation  and  as  a  safe- 
guard to  commerce,  but  the  capacity  of  the  upper  river  can  only  be 
fully  developed  by  a  continuation  of  the  system  of  movable  dams 
begun  below  Pittsburg. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $296,409.72 

Amoant  appropriated  by  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1, 1898 *  15, 000. 00 

311,409.72 
June  80,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 115,896.41 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 195,513.31 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities $12,266.41 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 6, 953. 15 

19, 219. 66 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 176, 293. 76 

{Amountthat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscalyear  ending  June  30, 1900  5O0, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  iK-ith  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  F  F  1.) 

J2.  Operating  snag  boat  on  the  Ohio  River. — The  condition  of  the  chan- 
nel way  of  the  Ohio,  the  necessity  for  continuous  snag-boat  work,  and 
the  benefits  accruing  therefrom  to  river  commerce  are  plainly  shown 
by  the  yearly  reports  of  obstructions  removed,  which,  if  permitted  to 
remain,  would  make  navigation  highly  dangerous  at  ordinary  stages 
and  hazardous  at  any  time. 

The  project  for  removing  obstructions  by  a  properly  equipped  snag 
boat  was  put  in  operation  in  1876,  when  the  boat  was  completed  at  a 
cost  of  $126,125,24,  the  expense  of  operating  being  borne  by  appropria- 
tions for  improving  the  Ohio  Eiver  until  1890,  when  the  river  and  har- 
bor act  provided  $25,000  yearly  for  this  purpose;  by  the  act  of  June  3, 
1896,  the  yearly  appropriation  was  increased  to  $50,000. 

The  amount  expended  on  this  work  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1897,  was  $164,166.29. 

As  far  as  practicable  removal  of  obstructions  is  carried  on  whenever 
the  stage  of  water  will  permit,  except  in  the  months  when  the  safety 
of  the  boat  would  be  endangered  by  ice.  This  work,  in  connection  with 
the  occasional  hire  of  boats  when  the  snag  boat  is  not  available,  main- 
tains a  channel  as  nearly  unobstructed  as  possible,  the  chief  object  in 
view  being  to  remove  wrecks  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  limit  of 
time  permitted  by  law. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  year  was  $21,412.08. 

(See  Appendix  F  F  2.) 

3.  Operating  and  care  of  Davis  Island  Dam^  Ohio  River ^  near  Pitts- 
burg^ Pa, — This  dam  is  the  first  of  the  series  for  the  improvement  of 
the  upper  portion  of  the  river,  and  it  has  been  in  successful  operation 
since  1885,  proving  a  great  benefit  to  commerce. 

The  amount  expended  up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $195,814.23,  in  oper- 
ating and  keeping  the  work  in  repair. 

During  the  year  the  dam  was  raised  six  times  and  lowered  five.  The 
new  steel  lock  gates  are  a  success,  but  the  valve-operating  device 

*  For  work  at  Shawneeto  wn,  lU. 
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requires  some  modification.    Two  additional  boilers  were  set  up  for  nse 
at  tbese  gates.    There  was  no  interference  with  navigation  caused  by 
the  structures.    The  cost  of  operating  and  care  of  lock  and  dam  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898^  is  19,504.68. 
(See  Appendix  F  F  3.) 

4,  Movable  Dams  I^os.  2^  3j  4j  5,  and  6  in  the  Ohio  River* — ^For.50  miles 
or  more  below  Pittsburg  the  narrow  channel  of  the  Ohio  Elver  is  so 
greatly  obstructed  by  islands  and  shoals  that  navigation  for  ordinary 
vessels  is  much  interrupted  and  only  x)ossible  for  the  numerous  coal 
fieets  of  this  section  in  flood  stages.  The  movable  dam  at  Davis  Island 
(completed  in  1885)  has  greatly  relieved  these  conditions  near  Pittsburg, 
but  it  is  evident  that  the  only  method  of  securing  the  desired  results 
is  by  a  continuation  of  this  system. 

The  construction  of  Dam  No.  6,  now  building,  was  ordered  by  the 
river  and  harbor  act  of  September  19, 1890,  without  previous  report  or 
estimate.  It  is  assumed  that  Congress  adopted  the  report  of  a  Board 
of  Engineers  dated  November  27, 1888,  in  which  the  cost  was  estimated 
at  $900,000.  The  special  projects  were  approved  as  follows:  Prelimi- 
nary, September  27, 1890;  lock,  June  16, 1892,  at  an  estimated  cosp  of 
$305,718.75;  Ohanoine  dam  across  navigable  pass,  June  10, 1896,  con- 
tract price,  $90,923.89. 

A  special  project  for  closing  the  gap  between  the  navigable  pass  and 
the  lett.  bank  by  three  bear-trap  dams  was  also  approved  July  27, 1897, 
but  work  under  it  was  not  begun,  and  a  modified  project  for  this  pur- 
pose was  recently  submitted  and  considered  by  a  Board  of  Engineers. 

The  act  of  June  4, 1897,  appropriated  $300,000  to  complete  Movable 
Dam  No.  6. 

The  amount  expended  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1897,  was  $490,120.84. 

Word  on  the  lock  during  the  year  comprised  the  timber  facing  of  the 
lower  and  part  of  that  for  the  upper  guiding  wall,  some  concrete  work, 
and  about  7,000  cubic  yards  excavation  in  the  approaches  to  the  lock. 
The  lock  is  practicaUy  completed,  except  the  gates  and  operating 
machinery. 

Work  on  the  Ohanoine  dam  was  begun  in  June,  1897,  and  continued 
until  the  middle  of  November,  when,  owing  to  its  slow  progress,  the 
Government,  under  the  provisions  of  the  contract,  assumed  charge  and 
ha«  conducted  all  operations  since  that  date.  The  principal  work 
accomplished  was  all  excavation  for  foundations,  all  piling  for  griUage, 
sheet  piling  on  upstream  side  of  concrete  for  a  length  of  500  feet,  and 
concrete  laid,  within  6  inches  of  required  depth,  for  a  distance  of  336 
feet. 

The  construction  of  Dams  Nos.  2, 3, 4,  and  5  was  provided  for  by  the 
river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  which  appropriated  funds  for  the 
purchase  of  the  sites  '<  in  accordance  with  the  project  submitted  Feb- 
ruary 3, 1896,^'  by  which  project  (see  Annual  Report,  1896,  Part  IV,  p. 
2120)  the  estimated  cost  of  the  dams  was  placed  at  $750,000  each, 
making  a  total  estimated  cost  of  $3,000,000. 

Further  provision  was  made  in  the  act  of  June  3, 1896,  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  dams  by  the  continuous-contract  system,  at  a  cost  not 
exceeding  $2,000,000,  being  $1,000,000  less  than  their  estimated  cost 
The  act  of  June  4, 1897,  appropriated  $400,000  for  work  on  Dams  Nos. 
2, 3.  and  4,  and  authorized  contracts  to  be  let  for  so  much  of  the  Work 
on  bams  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  and  5  as  could  be  done  within  the  $2,000,000 
limit,  but  restricting  the  yearly  payments  to  25  per  cent  of  the  whole 
amount  authorized  to  be  expendeid — that  is,  to  $500,000  per  year. 
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The  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1, 1898,  appropriates  for  continu- 
ing construction  of  Dams  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  between  Davis  Island 
Dam  and  Dam  No.  6,  $595,0(K). 

A  special  project  for  Lock  No.  2  was  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  July  28,  1897.  A  modification  of  the  lock  floor  proposed  in  this 
project  was  approved  September  20, 1897.  Subsequently,  as  it  appeared 
that  Congress  by  its  action  intended  that  continuing  contracts  covering 
all  these  works  should  be  arranged  for  immediately,  the  specifications 
were  ordered  to  be  amended  so  as  to  include  Locks  Nos.  3, 4,  and  5.  Con- 
tracts were  accordingly  made  in  December,  1897,  and  work  on  Nos.  2 
and  4  begun  in  April,  1898.  Nothing  can  be  done  at  Nos.  3  and  5  until 
the  sites  are  acquired. 

The  purchase  of  all  other  land  required  for  sites  is  completed. 

The  amount  expended  on  Dams  Nos.  2, 3, 4,  and  5  up  to  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  was  $7,058.79. 

Commercial  statistics  are  appended  to  the  report  for  improving  Ohio 
Biver. 

CONSOLIDATED. 

July  1, 1897, balance  nnezpended $832,820.37 

Amount  appropriated  by  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1, 1898 595, 000. 00 


1, 427, 820. 37 
June  80, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 90, 188. 90 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,337,631.47 

July  1, 1898,  outstauding  liabilities $7,781.13 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 882, 125. 41 

889,906.54 


July  1, 1898,  balance  available 447,724.93 


!  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1, 975, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  iu  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,1900 497,500.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

DAMS  vros.  2, 3,  4,  and  6. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $429,948.61 

Amount  appropriated  by  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1, 1898 595, 000. 00 


1, 024, 948. 61 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 24, 169.07 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,000,779.54 

July  1,1898,  outstauding  liabilities $676.83 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 823, 305. 70 

823, 982. 63 


July  1, 1898,  balance  available 176,797.01 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project (*) 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,19(»0 (•) 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

*  See  amounts  given  for  these  items  in  the  consolidated  statement  above. 
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DAM  NO.  6. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  Doezpended $402,871.76 

J  uue  30, 1S9S,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 66, 019. 83 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 336,851.93 

J aly  1. 1898,  ontstanding  liabilities $7, 104. 30 

Jaly  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts  ....    68, 819. 71 

66,924.01 

July  1,1898,  balance  available 270,927.92 

(See  Appendix  P  P  4.) 

5.  MusJcingum  RiveVy  Ohio. — Many  repairs  and  some  reconstmction 
work  was  necessary  when  the  United  States  assumed  charge  of  the 
slack-water  navigation  on  the  Maskingam  Kiver,  in  1887.  This  report 
is  limited  to  work  carried  on  under  an  appropriation  of  (102,000  by  act 
of  Angnst  11, 1888,  for  the  construction  of  a  lock  at  Taylorsville  and 
the  reconstruction  of  the  lock  at  Zanesville,  Ohio.  This  latter  work 
was  indefinitely  postponed,  and  Congress  diverted  to  other  purposes 
the  money  originally  appropriated  for  it. 

The  amount  expended  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1897,  was  $96,379.57.  Work  under  this  appropriation  is  completed, 
except  the  construction  of  a  lock  house  at  Marietta^,  Ohio,  and  the 
cleaning  up  of  grounds  at  site  of  lock,  this  having  been  postponed 
awaiting  acquisition  of  land,  whose  grant  is  now  under  consideration 
by  the  State  legislature. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $5,620.43 

June  30,  1898,  amoant  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 54.19 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 5,566.24 

July  1, 1898,  ontstanding  liabilities 2.25 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  available 5, 563. 99 

(See  Appendix  P  P  5.) 

6.  Operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dame  on  MueJcingum  River j  Ohio. — 
As  originally  improved  by  the  State  of  Ohio,  11  dams  and.  12  locks 
were  built  on  the  91  miles  of  river  from  its  mouth  in  the  Ohio  at  Mari- 
etta to  Dresden,  where  connection  was  made  with  the  Ohio  Canal, 
which  carried  the  slack- water  navigation  to  Lake  Erie  at  Cleveland. 
The  lock  and  dam  above  Zanesville  is  now  in  a  state  of  ruin,  but  the 
75  miles  of  slack  water  between  Zanesville  and  the  Ohio  River  has  been 
maintained.  The  locks  and  dams  on  this  part  of  the  river  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  United  States  in  1887.  All  the  works  were  in  bad 
repair  and  much  reconstruction  was  unavoidable. 

The  amount  expended  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1897,  was  $1,173,339.66,  and  all  the  locks  and  dams  were  put  in  fair 
order  and  were  available  for  navigation. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898, 
was  $41, .'^23.92. 

Lock  No.  1  was  closed  fifteen  days  in  September  for  repair  and  the 
river  was  closed  by  ice  nine  days.  An  unprex^edented  flood  in  March 
stopped  navigation  five  days  and  did  some  damage  to  the  works,  which 
has  since  been  repaired.  Necessary  repairs  were  also  made  to  the  locks, 
dams,  buildings,  and  steamers— the  plant  in  general — where  needed. 

The  United  States  dredge  and  a  towboat  were  usefully  employed 
during  the  year  in  making  and  maintaining  good  navigable  depth  and 
width  in  the  channels. 
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The  total  commerce  transported  on  the  river  during  the  calendar 
year  1897  was  65,473  tons  of  freight,  valned  approximately  at  $3,224,933 ; 
passengers  carried,  72,512.  Whenever  warranted  all  repair  and  recon- 
struction is  done  with  a  view  to  permanence,  thereby  reducing  the  cost 
of  future  maintenance  to  a  minimum,  but  as  many  of  the  structures  are 
old  an  exact  statement  can  not  be  made  in  advance  of  the  cost  of 
keeping  them  in  serviceable  condition.  Probably  the  yearly  expense 
of  operating  and  care  of  the  locks  and  dams  will  not  exceed  1  per  cent 
of  the  value  of  the  commerce  transported. 

(See  Appendix  F  F  6.) 

7.  Little  Kanawha  River  J  West  Virginia. — [This  work  was  in  the  charge 
Of  Maj.  James  F.  Gregory,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  July  31, 1897,  and  of 
Maj.  William  W.  Harts,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  first  lieutenant,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  from  July  31  to  August  31,  1897.]  There  were  four  locks 
and  dams  in  the  stream,  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Little  Kanawha 
Navigation  Company,  wnich  afforded  slack-water  navigation  from 
Parkersburg  up  to  a  point  2  miles  above  Burning  Springs,  W.  Va., 
or  a  total  distance  upstream  from  Parkersburg  of  40  miles.  Above 
Burning  Springs  the  river  was  much  obstructed  by  logs,  snags, 
bowlders,  leaning  trees,  etc.,  rendering  the  floating  of  timber,  the  prin- 
cipal commodity,  very  hazardous. 

The  original  project,  adopted  in  1877,  provided  for  the  removal  of 
Beaver  and  Kailor  Bend  rocks,  53  and  54  miles,  respectively,  above 
Parkersburg,  and  for  clearing  the  stream,  above  Burning  Springs,  of 
snags  and  overhanging  and  fallen  trees. 

There  was  added  to  the  original  project,  by  the  act  of  Congress  of 
June  14, 1880,  provision  for  the  construction  of  a  lock  and  dam  2  miles 
above  Burning  Springs.  The  amount  expended  up  to  June  30,  1897, 
was  (211,177.54.  At  that  date  the  upper  part  of  the  stream  had  been 
placed  in  a  fair  condition  for  timber-floating  purposes,  so  that,  on 
moderate  rises,  light-draft  steamboats  could  run  as  far  as  Grantsville, 
78  miles  above  Parkersburg.  The  lock  and  dam,  known  as  Ko.  5  of  the 
system,  and  their  appurtenances,  2  miles  above  Burning  Springs,  were 
completed  and  opened  to  navigation  on  December  2,  1891.  This  lock 
and  dam  and  the  four  locks  and  dams  owned  by  the  navigation  com- 
pany afford  4  feet  of  slack-water  navigation  up  to  Creston,  50  miles 
above  Parkersburg,  when  the  supply  of  water  in  the  stream  is  greater 
than  the  leakage  through  the  dams  of  the  navigation  company,  the 
condition  of  which  is  fully  described  in  the  Annual  Beportof  the  Chief 
of  Engineers  for  1895,  Part  III,  pages  2520-2525. 

In  August,  1897,  a  small  party  was  started  at  Dam  No.  5  and  worked 
upstream  to  Creston,  W.  Va.,  a  distance  of  8  miles,  removing  many 
troublesome  obstructions.  Owing  to  extreme  low  water,  work  was 
suspended  on  September  11. 

The  stream  is  the  only  means  of  transportation  in  the  section  of  coun- 
try through  which  it  flows,  and  its  commerce  consists  almost  wholly  of 
timber  floated  down  from  the  upper  portions,  some  of  which  is  known 
to  have  been  exported  to  Europe. 

A  statement  of  commerce  is  given  under  operating  and  care,  etc.. 
Little  Kanawha  Eiver,  West  Virginia. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  over  shoalest  parts  at 
present,  is  only  about  2  feet  at  low  water. 

Jnly  1, 1897, balance  nnexpended $1,497.46 

Jnne  30, 18S^,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 694.15 

July  1, 1898, balance  unexpended 803.31 

(Bee  Appendix  F  F  7.) 


BIYER  AND   HARBOR  IMPROVEMENTS. 


868 


6.  Operating  and  care  of  lock  and  dam  in  Little  Kanawha  River ^  West 
Virginia, — [This  work  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  James  F.  Gregory,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  to  July  31, 1897,  and  of  M^.  William  W.  Harts,  U.  S.  Vol- 
unteers, first  lieutenant.  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  July  31  to  August  31, 
1897.]  This  lock  and  dam,  known  as  Ko.  5  of  the  system,  and  located 
about  2  miles  above  Burning  Springs,  W.  Ya.,  or  about  40  miles  above 
Parkersburg,  W.  Ya.,  was  constructed  under  the  additional  project  for 
improving  Little  Kanawha  Eiver,  West  Yirginia,  adopted  in  1880.  Lock 
No.  5  was  opened  to  navigation  on  December  2, 1891,  and  has  been  in 
condition  to  be  operated  ever  since  that  date,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  days  when  it  was  closed  for  minor  repairs.  When  the  supply  of 
water  in  the  stream  is  more  than  the  leakage  through  the  four  dams 
owned  and  operated  by  the  Little  Kanawha  Navigation  Company  below 
No.  5, 4  feet  of  slack-water  navigation  is  afforded  in  this  stream  from  its 
month  at  Parkersburg,  W.  Ya.,  up  to  Oreston,  W.  Ya.,  about  50  miles 
above  Parkersburg. 

The  character  of  the  four  locks  and  dams  controlled  by  the  navigation 
company  below  No.  5  and  their  condition  are  described  in  the  Annual 
Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1895,  Part  III,  pages  2520-2525. 

The  amount  expended  up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  917,298.57,  in  operat- 
ing the  lock  and  making  minor  repairs  to  the  lock,  dam,  and  appurte- 
nances. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898, 
is  $1,723.53.  Eepairs  were  made  to  the  valve  of  lock.  The  dam  was 
resheeted,  filled,  and  backed  in  part,  and  its  lower  apron  anchored. 
Some  work  was  also  done  in  improving  the  guide  cribs  of  lock. 

The  commerce  that  has  passed  Lock  No.  5  since  it  was  opened  to 
navigation,  and  which  has  consisted  almost  wholly  of  timber,  has  been 
as  follows: 

Fiscal  year —  Tons. 

1890 140,115 

1891 190,688 

1892 244,254 

1893 137,072 

1894 106,412 


FiBoal  year—  Tone. 

1895 179.240 

1896 105,212 

1897 176,169 

Calendar  year— 

1897 127,943 


(See  Appendix  P  P  8.) 


9.  Oreai  Kanawha  Eiver,  West  Virginia. — [This  work  was  in  the 
charge  of  Maj.  James  F.  Gregory,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  July  31, 1897, 
and  of  Maj.  William  W.  Harts,  U.  S.  Yolunteert*,  first  lieutenant,  Oorps 
of  Engineers,  from  July  31  to  August  31, 1897.]  This  river  flows  through 
a  region  rich  in  mineral  wealth,  especially  coal  and  salt.  It  was  originaUy 
divided  into  a  number  of  pools  separated  by  shoals  of  gravel  and  coarse 
sand,  which  were  the  principalobstructions  to  navigation  during  the  low- 
water  x>eriod  of  each  year,  there  being  but  a  few  inches  of  water  on  the 
shoal  places  at  such  times.  Navigation  was  practically  suspended  in 
summer. 

The  original  project,  adopted  in  1873,  provided  for  removing  large 
bowlders  from  the  channel,  excavafing  channels  through  the  shoals,  and 
constructing  riprap  dams  and  dikes,  the  object  being  to  increase  the 
depth  of  water  on  the  shoal  places  so  as  to  etiable  towboats  to  use  the 
stream  for  a  longer  period  each  year  than  its  natural  condition  permitted. 

The  modified  project,  adopted  in  1875,  provided  for  obtaining  the 
depth  of  6  feet  of  water  all  the  year  round  throughout  the  whole  river, 
96  miles,  by  the  construction  of  locks  with  movable  dams  from  the 
month  in  the  Ohio^  at  Point  Pleasant,  W.  Ya.,  up  to  Paint  Creek,  about 
79  miles  above  Point  Pleasant,  and  locks  with  fixed  dams  above  Paint 
Creek,  the  declivity  of  the  river  above  Paint  Creek  being  too  gcoat  to 
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permit  of  the  advantageous  nse  of  movable  dams.  The  original  esti* 
mated  cost  of  this  improvemeirt  was  placed  at  $4,153,000.  This  sum 
was  somewhat  reduced  by  reducing  the  total  number  of  locks  and  dams 
from  12  to  11,  one  of  the  locks  and  dams  originally  estimated  for  in  the 
lower  portion  of  the  river  having  been  found,  after  more  detailed  exami- 
nation, unnecessary.  The  original  project  also  provided  for  three  locks 
with  fixed  dams  in  the  upper  part  of  the  river;  only  two  of  these  have 
been  constructed,  Nos.  2  and  3,  the  construction  of  No.  1  having  been 
dispensed  with  until  its  necessity  became  more  apparent.  By  dropping 
these  two  locks  and  dams  from  the  original  project  the  original  esti- 
mate was  reduced  by  about  $600,000.  However,  the  revised  estimate  of 
1892  (Annual  Report,  Chief  of  Engineers,  1892,  pp.  2042-2044)  showed 
that  $1,305,700  still  remained  to  be  supplied  by  Congress  in  order  to 
complete  the  project.  This  amount  was  appropriated  by  the  acts  of 
July  13, 1892,  March  3, 1893,  and  March  2, 1895.  The  estimate  of  1892 
was  made,  however,  before  the  exact  site  of  Lock  and  Dam  No.  11  had 
been  selected,  before  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  amount  of  dredging 
between  locks  was  had,  and  before  the  existence  of  the  law  limiting  a 
day's  work  of  a  Government  employee  to  eight  hours.  A  revised  esti- 
mate was  therefore  found  necessary  in  1896,  and  the  amount  of  it, 
$273,000,  was  appropriated  in  the  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897.  It 
is  thought  the  project  may  be  completed  without  further  appropriations. 
Up  to  June  30, 1897,  there  was  expended,  under  the  original  project 
of  1873,  $50,000,  and  under  the  modified  project  of  1875,  $3,604,520.75; 
a  total  of  $3,654,520.75.  The  work  accomplished  resulted  in  removing 
the  worst  natural  obstructions  to  navigation,  the  purchase  of  a  tow- 
boat  and  a  dredge,  the  dredging  of  channels  at  various  points,  the 
construction,  complete,  of  Locks  and  Dams  Nos.  2, 3, 4, 5, 6,  7, 8, 9,  and 
10,  ^o.  11  being  almost  complete;  also  the  construction  of  a  telephone 
line  connecting  the  office  of  the  assistant  engineer  at  Charleston,  W.  Va., 
with  the  diiferent  looks  and  dams. 

List  of  danu. 


Distance 

No. 

above  Point 

Pleasant. 

Miles. 

2 
3 

74 

4 

73 

5 

e7j 

6 

64 

7 

44 

8 

80 

9 

25* 

10 

181 

11 

If 

Style  of  dam. 

Com- 
pleted 
lu— 

Fixed ', 

1887 

do 

1882 

Movable  .• 

1880 

do 

1880 

do 

1886 

do 

1893 

do 

1893 

do 

1898 

do 

1898 

do 

fiemarka. 


In  operation. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Completed. 

Do. 
Under  constructioii. 


During  the  fiscal  year  Locks  and  Dams  l^os.  9  and  10  were  practi- 
cally completed,  and  No.  11  almost  so.  Considerable  dredging  was  done, 
to  the  betterment  of  the  channels. 

The  work  done  to  June  30, 1898,  has  proved  of  much  benefit  to  navi- 
gation, greatly  increasing  the  commerce,  although  of  late  years  there 
has  been  a  falling  off.  Coal  is  the  principal  item  carried,  still  tliere  is 
considerable  timber  handled  on  this  river.  A  (statement  of  the  com- 
merce is  given  under  operating  and  care,  etc.,  Great  Kanawha  Kiver. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  at  mean  low  water  over  the 
Bhoalest  part  improved  is  about  6  feet  to  Dam  No.  10.    Below  this  point 
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it  will  be  somewhat  less  nn  til  the  Ohio  Biver  itself  is  locked  and  dammed 
below  the  moath  of  the  Kanawha. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnezpended $553,670.25 

Jnjoe  30, 1898,  amount  exponded  daring  fiscal  year 234,024. 48 


Jnly  1,1898,  balance  nnexpended ^ 

Jnlyl.  18P8,  ontetanding  liabilities $7,529.51 

July  1,  1898,  amount  oovered  by  uncompleted  contracts Ill,  307. 11 


319, 654. 77 


118, 836. 62 
200, 818. 15 


Jnly  lyl898,  balance  available 

(See  Appendix  F  F  9.) 

10.  Operating  and  "keeping  in  repair  the  seven  finished  locks  and  dams  in 
the  Oreat  Kanawha  River^  West  Virginia, — [This  work  was  in  the  charge 
of  Maj.  James  F.  Gregory,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  July  31,  1897,  and 
of  Maj.  William  W.  Harts,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  first  lieutenant,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  from  July  31,  1897,  to  August  31,  1897.]  The  two  finished 
locks  with  fixed  dams,  known  as  Nos.  2  and  3,  in  the  upper  portion  of 
the  stream,  and  the  five  finished  locks  with  movable  dams,  known  as 
Nos.  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  8,  in  the  river  below  Nos.  2  and  3,  were  constructed 
under  the  appropriations  for  improving  Great  Kanawha  Biver,  West 
Virginia.  The  location,  etc.,  of  the  seven  finished  locks  and  dams  and 
of  the  three  locks  and  dams  to  be  known  as  Nos.  9, 10,  and  11,  now 
under  construction  under  the  appropriation  for  improving  Great  Kana- 
wha Biver,  West  Virginia,  is  shown  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief 
of  Engineers  for  1896,  Part  IV,  page  2247. 

The  amount  expended  up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $284,924.23,  in  oper- 
ating and  caring  for  the  finished  locks  and  dams,  making  renewals  of 
those  parts  of  the  finished  works  which  have  deteriorated  from  use 
and  exx>osure,  and  in  dredging  deposits  from  the  lock  chambers  and 
entrances  and  some  channels  between  locks  originally  formed  by  dredg- 
ing under  the  appropriations  for  improving  Great  Kanawha  Biver. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898, 
was  $23,322.19.  The  finished  locks  and  movable  dams  were  operated 
through  the  year  without  interruption,  excepting  that  due  to  ice  and 
high  and  low  water.  Minor  repairs  were  made  as  needed,  and  some 
riprapping  done.  Bars  below  the  fixed  dams  were  reduced  to  below 
minimum  pool  level.    But  little  dredging  has  been  necessary. 

The  commerce  of  the  Great  Kanawha  Biver  since  1889  has  been  as 
follows: 


Fiflcal  vear—  Tom. 

1890 1,127,282 

1891 1,225,355 

1892 1,360,750 

1893 1,116,537 

1894 1,222,530 


Fiscal  year —  Tone. 

1895 1,082,342 

1896 1,162,782 

1897 1,124,843 

Calendar  year— 

1897 832,002 


There  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  commerce  of  this  river  since 
the  improvement,  by  the  construction  of  locks  and  dams,  was  begun  in 
1875.  The  principal  commodity  has  been  coal,  although  a  great  deal  of 
timber  haA  also  been  handled.  It  is  expected  that  the  completion 
of  Locks  and  Dams  Nos.  9, 10,  and  11  will  cause  still  further  increase  of 
commerce. 

(See  Appendix  F  F  10.) 

11.  Elk  River.  West  Virginia. — [This  district  was  in  the  charge  of 
Maj.  James  F.  Gregory,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  July  31/1897,  and  of 
Maj.  William  W.  Harts,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  first  lieutenant.  Corps  of 
Engineers,  from  July  31, 1897,  to  August  31, 1897.]    The  stieam  is  one 
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of  the  chief  tribataries  of  the  Great  Kanawha,  emptying  into  it  at 
Charleston,  W.  Ya.  Ite  course  is  tortuoas,  bat  the  country  through 
which  it  flows  is  rich  in  minerals  and  well  fitted  ibr  agriculture  and 
grazing.  The  stream  was  originally  much  obstructed  by  snags,  rocks, 
overhanging  trees,  and  was  a  succession  of  pools  separated  by  rapids 
at  shoals,  over  which  letter,  during  dry  seasons,  there  was  but  a  few 
inches  of  water. 

The  project  was  adopted  in  1878  (Annual  Report,  Chief  of  Engineers, 
1876,  Part  II,  pp.  166-176),  and  provided  for  improving  the  stream  for 
bateau  navigation  by  cutting  sluices  through  the  shoals.  The  esti- 
mated cost  of  this  ''open"  navigation  was  placed  at  $100,000. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897,  $27,003.70  was  expended,  which  resulted  in  the 
removal  of  snags,  rocks,  overhanging  trees,  the  construction  of  cheap 
regulating  dams  to  concentrate  the  water  at  some  of  the  worst  shallow 
places,  and  the  making  of  narrow  sluices  through  some  of  the  rapids 
and  shoals,  so  as  to  aid  the  transportation  6f  country  produce  down 
stream  in  small  boats  and  the  return  of  the  latter  with  merchandise, 
and  also  the  floating  of  timber  to  market. 

The  only  work  done  during,  the  year  was  that  authorized  at  Queen 
Shoal,  25  miles  above  Charleston,  where  some  obstructions  were  removed 
and  the  dike  raised  from  3^  to  4  feet  for  500  feet,  putting  the  chute  in 
good  condition,  at  a  cost  of  $105.93. 

The  maximum  draft  at  mean  low  water  on  the  150  miles  improved  is 
about  2  feet. 

The  resumptioji  of  the  work  of  actively  removing  the  obstructions, 
with  the  appropriation  of  June  3, 1896,  that  have  re-formed  since  the 
stream  was  last  cleared  up  is  held  in  abeyance  pending  the  outcome  of 
proceedings  instituted  by  the  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of 
West  Virginia  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  removal  of  the  Frame- 
town  and  Ashley  dams,  the  principal  obstructions  now  in  the  stream. 

Commercial  aiatiatics. 


FiflOftI  year—  Tom. 

1883 24,790 

1884 30,700 

1885 33,500 

1886 .•-..  68,510 

1888 71,150 

1889 70,200 

1890 89,880 

1891 103,700 


Fiscal  year —  Tons. 

1892 139,800 

1893 125,400 

1894 92,630 

1895 112,100 

1896 92,000 

Calendar  year — 

1897 72,707 


This  commerce  has  consisted  almost  entirely  of  timber — ^logs,  lamber^  ties,  and 
staves. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $3,496.30 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 108. 73 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 3,387.57 


{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 69, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867. 

(See  Appendix  P  P  11.) 

12.  Oauley  River^  West  Virginia. — [This  work  was  in  the  charge  of 
MaJ.  James  P.  Gregory,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  July  31, 1897,  and  of 
Maj.  William  W.  Harts,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  first  lieutenant.  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, from  July  31  to  August  31,  1897.J  The  country  at  the  head 
waters  of  this  stream  and  its  tributaries  is  covered  with  forests  of  the 
Jfinest  timber.    For  the  first  li  miles  from  its  mouth  in  the  Oreat  Kana- 
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wha  River,  or  junction  with  New  River,  the  Gauley  falls  only  4  feet 
per  mile;  in  the  next  26  miles  its  fall  is  nearly  34  ^feet  per  mile,  in  a 
gorge,  the  hills  on  either  side  being  several  hnndred  feet  high  and 
almost  perpendicular,  and  the  stream  AiU  of  bowlders,  some  very  large, 
and  so  numerous  as  to  justify  the  name  of  << Roughs  of  Gauley"  which 
has  been  given  that  section. 

The  project  was  adopted  in  1888  (report  of  examination  dated 
December  26, 1887,  Annual  Report,  Chief  of  Engineers,  1888,  Part  III, 
pp.  1761-1767),  and  provided  for  2-foot  navigation  for  bateaux  carrying 
8  to  10  tons,  and  for  rafts  of  logs,  sawed  stuff,  railroad  ties,  etc.,  from 
the  mouth  of  the  river  to  the  foot  of  the  <<  Roughs,"  about  12  miles,  and 
for  improving  the  condition  of  the  '^Roughs"  for  about  28.  miles  farther, 
by  blasting  down  the  huge  bowlders  which  formed  such  formidable 
obstructions. 

The  sum  of  $11,302.97  was  expended  up  to  June  30, 1897,  principally 
below  the  ^<  Roughs,"  in  providing  and  maintaining  2-foot  navigation 
for  bateaux  and  for  rails,  and  in  commencing  work  at  the  ^<  Roughs." 

On  account  of  the  short  season  for  economical  operations  and  the 
inexpediency  of  dividing  work  between  two  seasons,  authority  had  been 
given  to  postpone  the  project  for  expending  the  appropriation  of  (3,000 
made  in  1896.  Subsequently  it  was  found  that  the  conditions  were  so 
much  altered  by  the  building  of  railroads  that  further  work  under  the 
approved  project  was  inadvisable.  In  consequence  nothing  was  done 
daring  the  year.  The  commerce  for  the  year  consisted  of  25,000  tons 
of  lumber. 

The  funds  can  probably  be  profitably  used  in  the  upper  river,  but  no 
recommendation  can  be  made  until  the  locality  has  been  examined. 

The  maximum  draft  at  mean  low  water  for  the  first  10  miles  is  about 
3  feet;  above  that  point,  less  than  1  foot. 

July  1»  1897,  balance  nnexpeuded $3,697.03 

Jane  30, 18^  amount  expouded  daring  fiscal  year 34.45 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 3,662.58 

Ja]y  1,  1898,  ontetanding  liabilities 4.50 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 3,658.08 

r  Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 60, 000. 00 

i  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
t     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867. 

(See  Appendix  P  F  12.) 

13.  New  River,  Virginia  and  West  Virginia. — [This  work  was  in  the 
charge  of  Maj.  James  F.  Gregory,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  July  31, 1897, 
and  of  Maj.  William  W.  Harts,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  first  lieutenant,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  from  July  31  to  August  31, 1897.1  In  its  original  condition 
the  navigable  channel  consisted  of  natural  cnutes  through  the  ledges 
and  shoals.  The  chutes  were  of  varying  widths,  and  there  was  rarely 
over  1  foot  of  water  at  such  points. 

The  original  project  was  adopted  in  1876  (report  printed  in  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1873,  pp.  842-^54),  and 
provided  for  improving  the  stream  from  the  lead  mines  in  Wythe 
County,  Va.,  to  the  mouth  of  Greenbrier  River,  West  Virginia,  by 
widening  the  channels  from  30  to  50  feet,  as  might  be  required,  deep- 
ening them  to  2  feet,  and  straightening  such  as  needed  it  for  bateau 
navigation;  the  improvement,  however,  to  be  made  in  such  manner  as 
would  aid  the  work  should  greater  depth  and  width  be  required  in  the 
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The  extension  of  the  improvements  from  the  lead  mines  in  Wythe 
County,  Va.,  up  to  the  mouth  of  Wilson  Creek,  in  Grayson  County,  Va., 
was  provided  for  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  June  14, 1880.  (Report  on 
pp.  133-139,  Part  II,  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for 
1875,  and  report  on  pp.  538-545,  Part  I,  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1879.) 

The  sum  of  $109,691.06  was  expended  up  to  June  30, 1897,  for  open- 
river  navigation. 

There  were  no  expenditures  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1808. 
The  unexpended  balance  is,  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  August  5, 18st>, 
available  for  expenditure  between  the  lead  mines  and  Wilson  Creek. 
As  conditions  have  changed  in  late  years,  the  further  improvement  of 
that  portion  of  the  stream  has  been  reported  as  entirely  unnecessary, 
and  the  Secretary  of  War  has  decided  not  to  expend  the  existiug  bal- 
ance at  present. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpenrled... $2,308.94 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 2,306.94 

(See  Appendix  F  F  13.) 

14,  Ouyandotte  BiveVj  West  Virginia. — JThis  work  was  in  the  charge 
of  Maj.  James  F.  Gregory,  Corps  df  Bngiueers,  to  July  31, 1897,  and  of 
Maj.  William  W.  Harts,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  first  lieutenant.  Corps  of 
Engineers,  from  July  31,  1897,  to  August  31, 1897.]  The  stream  was 
practically  closed  before  work  was  commenced.  It  was  once  improved 
by  the  State  of  Virginia  by  the  construction  of  six  timber  locks  and 
dams.  These  timber  structures  decayed,  were  abandoned,  and  became 
themselves  obstructions  to  navigation.  They  were  tiually  carried  away 
from  time  to  time  by  floods,  and  at  the  time  the  improvement  was  com- 
menced by  the  United  States  the  principal  obstructions  were  snags, 
rocks,  overhanging  trees,  and  shoals. 

The  original  project  was  adopted  in  1878  (Annual  Report,  Chief  of 
Engineers,  18-76,  Part  I,  pp.  747-765),  and  provided  for  removing  such 
natural  obstructions  as  snags,  rocks,  and  overhanging  trees,  and  con- 
centrating and  deepening  the  water  over  the  shoals  by  low  wing  dams 
of  loose  stones,  so  as  to  aid  light-draft  steamboat  navigation  in  the 
lower  portion  of  the  stream  and  the  floating  of  timber  down  to  the 
Ohio  and  thence  to  market. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897,  $21,418.79  had  been  expended,  resulting  in  the 
partial  improvement  of  the  river  for  the  distance  of  119  miles  up  stream 
from  its  mouth,  removing  snags,  logs,  etc.,  cutting  passageways  through 
old  dams,  and  constructing  low  dams  of  loose  stones  to  deepen  the 
water  on  shoals. 

During  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  expenditures  were  for 
maintaining  the  channel  contemplated  by  the  project. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30,  1898,  at  mean  low 
water,  over  the  sboalest  part  of  the  locality  under  improvement,  is 
about  20  inches. 

ComfMToial  etaHsHos, 


Fiscal  year—  Tom. 

1891 61,128 

1892 103,800 

1893 182, 250 

1894 141,221 

1895 247,400 


FiBcal  year—  Tons. 

1896 202,000 

1897.... 143,300 

Calendar  year— 
•     1897 190,000 


ThLB  commeroe  conaistB  almost  entirely  of  timber,  oross-tiesy  eto. 
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Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $81.21 

JaDe  SM),  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 42.75 


July  ly  1898,  balance  unexpended 38.46 

(Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 1,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  P  F  14.) 

15.  Big  Sandy  Riverj  West  Virginia  and  Kentucky. — [This  work  was 
in  the  charge  of  Maj.  James  F.  Gregory,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  July  31, 
1897,  and  of  Maj.  William  W.  Harts,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  first  lieutenant, 
Cor]>sof  Engineers,  from  July  31  to  August  31,  1897.]  In  its  original 
condition  this  river  and  its  forks  were  much  obstructed  by  rocks,  bars, 
snags,  and  leaning  trees.  During  the  low- water  period  of  each  year 
navigation  was  practically  suspended. 

The  original  project,  providing  for  the  removal  of  rocks,  snags,  and 
overlianging  trees  from  the  main  stream  and  the  Levisa  and  Tug  forks, 
which  unite  at  the  town  of  Louisa,  Ky.,  to  form  the  main  stream,  was 
for  *4mproving  Big  Sandy  Biver  from  Oatlettsburg,  Ky.,  to  the  head 
of  navigation,"  and  Wiis  adopted  in  1878  (Annual  Report,  Chief  of 
Engineers,  1876,  pp.  756-769).  This  improvement  was  for  the  purpose 
of  aiding  light-draft  steamboat,  push-boat,  and  raftiog  navigation  in 
the  main  river  and  the  Tug  and  Levisa  forks. 

The  project  of  187S,  for  the  improvement  of  the  Big  Sandy  proper, 
was  modified  in  1880  so  as  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  lock  and 
fixed  dam  in  that  stream  at  Lonisa,  immediately  below  the  junction  of 
Levisa. and  Tug  forks.  In  1891,  after  the  lock  and  a  portion  of  the 
fixed  dam  at  Louisa  had  been  completed,  the  protests  of  those  inter- 
ested in  the  timber  business  against  a  fixed  dam  caused  a  Board  of 
Oftiders  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  to  be  convened  to  consider  and  report 
upon  the  subject  of  the  dam,  etc.,  and  in  its  report,  dated  November  10, 
1891  (Annual  Report,  Chief  of  Engineers,  1892,  Part  III,  pp.  2101-2108), 
the  Board  recommended  the  substitution  of  a  needle  (movable)  dam  for 
the  pro}K>sed  fixed  dam.  This  change  of  project  was  approved  JNovem- 
ber20, 1891. 

The  sum  of  $373,663.63  was  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  resulting, 
between  1878  and  1880,  in  improving  low-water  navigation  by  the 
removal  of  logs,  stumps,  snags,  trees,  and  other  obstructions  from  the 
bed  of  the  river,  as  contemplated  by  the  original  project  of  1878; 
the  construction  of  a  lock  185  feet  long  between  hollow  quoins  and  52 
feet  witle  and  of  a  portion  of  the  fixed  dam,  under  the  modified  project  of 
l.S(SO;  and  in  the  reconstruction  of  the  lock  so  as  to  conform  to  the 
requirements  of  the  needle  dam  instead  of  a  fixed  dam,  and  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  dam,  including  navigation  pass,  pier,  and  weir,  all  in 
iiccordance  with  the  modified  project  of  1891,  providing  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  movable  dam  instead  of  a  fixed  dam.  The  dam  was  operated 
for  the  first  time  on  January  1,  1897. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  189S,  only  work  of  a  minor 
character  was  done — caring  for  (Sovernment  grounds,  protection  work, 
etc.  Some  improvements  were  made  to  the  dam,  esx>ecially  for  operating 
same. 

ENG  98 2i 
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Commercial  statistics. 


Fiscal  year —  Tons. 

1890 268,582 

1891 277,303 

1892 455,926 

1893 466,723 

1894 297,800 


Fiscal  year —  Ton*. 

1895 545,910 

1896 471,382 

1897 414,500 

Calendar  year — 

18if7 406,900 


The  above  is  the  commerce  of  the  three  streams — Bi^  Sandy  proper, 
'  from  Louisa,  Ky.,  to  its  mouth  in  the  Ohio  at  Oatlettsburg,  Ky.,  a  dis- 
tance of  20  miles,  and  of  Levisa  and  Tug  forks,  which  nnite  at  Louisa 
to  form  the  main  river.  This  commerce  consists  of  timber  and  farm 
products.  The  amount  of  commerce  can  not  well  increase  until  the 
•  main  river  below  Louisa  and  Levisa  and  Tug  forks  above  the  limit  of 
the  slack  water  furnished  by  the  needle  dam  completed  at  Louisa  dur- 
ing the  past  year  are  Improved  by  locks  and  dams,  which  form  of 
improvement  was  favorably  reported  on  in  the  Annual  K^port  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1889  (pp.  1990-1994).  An  estimate  of  cost  and 
foil  special  report  thereon  was  submitted  May  5,  1898,  and  is  printed 
as  House  Doc.  No.  456,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  Also 
submitted  herewith  as  Appendix  F  F  15. 

The  country  bordering  Levisa  and  Tug  forks  abounds  in  bituminous, 
cannel,  and  coking  coal  of  good  quality,  but  it  remains  undeveloped 
for  lack  of  transportation  facilities.  All  the  appropriations  made  since 
1880  for  the  main  river  have  stipulated  that  the  funds  should  be 
expended  in  constructing  the  lock  and  dam  near  Louisa,  so  that  noth- 
ing has  been  done  toward  the  removal  of  natural  obstructions  in  the 
main  river  between  the  lock  and  Catlettsburg  for  about  seventeen  years. 
This  portion  of  the  river  has  become  more  or  less  obstructed  in  that 
time,  apd  it  is  estimated  that  these  obstructions  may  be^cleared  out  at 
a  cost  of  $2,000. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  over  shoalest  parts  at  present 
is  only  about  1  foot  at  low  water. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  anexpended $6,336.37 

Judo  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4, 555. 13 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 1,781.24 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 69.48 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 1,711.76 


{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  iinprovemen  t 2, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  reqiiirenients  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  F  F  15.) 

16.  Operating  and  care  of  hch  and  dam  in  Big  Sandy  River, — ^This 
work  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  James  F.  Gregory,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
to  July  31,  1897,  and  of  Maj.  William  W.  Harts,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  first 
lieutenant,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  July  31  to  August  31,  1897.] 
This  lock  and  dam,  located  near  Louisa,  Ky.,  was  finished  during  the 
fiscal  year  of  1897,  under  the  appropriation  for  improving  Big  Sandy 
Eiver,  West  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  the  expenses  for  its  operation  and 
care  since  July  1,  1897,  being  paid  from  the  indefinite  appropriation 
provided  by  act  of  July  6,  1884.  This  is  the  only  lock  and  dam  in  the 
Big  Sandy  River,  and  its  effectiveness  would  be  much  increased  by 
improving  the  forks  above  and  the  river  below. 

Beyond  operating  and  care  and  making  minor  repairs  and  improve- 
menta  nothing  was  done  during  the  year.    The  dam  proved  very 
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satisfactory,  maintaining  a  pool  level  during  the  dry  season  of  142 
days.  Its  maneuvers  were  also  successful^  but  some  improvements  in 
operating  will  be  made. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  is 
91,936.54,  used  in  the  payment  of  salaries,  etc. 

The  commercial  statistics  are  given  in  the  preceding  item  of  improve- 
ment. 

(See  Appendix  F  F  16.) 

17.  Tug  Fork  of  Big  Sandy  River^  West  Virginia  and  Kentucky. — 
[This  work  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  James  F.  Gregory,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, to  July  31, 1897,  and  of  Maj.  William  W.  Harts,  U.  8.  Volunteers. 
first  lieutenant.  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  July  31  to  August  31, 1897.J 
In  its  original  condition  this  stream  was  much  obstructed  by  rocks, 
snags,  logs,  and  overhanging  trees. 

The  project,  adopted  in  1880  (Annual  Report,  Chief  of  Engineers, 
1875,  pp.  750-769),  provided  for  removing  the  natural  obstructions  in 
the  stream  and  the  construction  of  low  wing  dams  of  loose  stones  at 
shoal  places,  so  as. to  aid  the  floating  of  timber  and  light-draft  steam- 
boat navigation. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $27,011.25,  resulting  in 
the  material  improvement  of  navigation,  giving  increased  facilities  for 
push  boats  at  low  water,  and  rafting  and  light-draft  steamboats  at  mod- 
erate stages,  for  the  distance  of  100  miles  upstream  from  Louisa,  Ky. 

A  small  party  was  started  in  August,  removing  obstructions  and 
rebuilding  and  repairing  walls.    Oood  progress  was  made. 

The  original  project  for  improvement  has  been  practically  completed, 
but  will  require  further  attention  each  season  to  maintain  the  work  in 
its  present  condition. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30,  1898,  at  mean  low 
water,  over  the  shoalest  part  of  the  improvement  is  about  20  inches. 

During  the  calendar  year  of  1897  there  were  carried  135,400  tons  of 
timber,  ties,  etc.,  and  2,000  passengers. 

The  amount  of  commerce  handled  on  the  stream  can  not  well  increase 
until  the  latter  is  improved  by  locks  and  dams,  which  form  of  improve- 
ment was  favorably  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  1889,  pages  1990-1994,  estimate  of  cost  and  full  special 
report  thereon  having  since  been  submitted  under  date  of  May  5, 1898, 
printed'  as  House  Doc.  No.  456,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session. 
Also  submitted  herewith  as  Appendix  F  F  17.  The  country  bordering 
on  this  stream  abounds  in  coal  of  good  quality,  but  it  can  not  be  mar- 
keted until  means  of  cheap  transportation  are  provided. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $738.75 

June  30y  1898,  amoojit  expended  daring  fiscal  year 722.64 


Joly  If  1898,  balance  unexpended 16.11 


'Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 1, 500. 00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  F  F  17.) 

18,  Leviaa  Fork  of  Big  Sandy  River ^  Kentucky, — [This  work  was  in  the 
charge  of  Maj.  James  F.  Gregory,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  July  31, 1897, 
and  of  Maj.  William  W.  Harts,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  first  lieutenant.  Corps 
of  Engineers,  from  July  31  to  August  31, 1897.J  In  its  ori«:inal  con- 
dition this  stream  was  mach  abstracted  by  rocks,  Bnag^^lo^j^^^ON^- 
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hanging  trees,  and  its  pools  were  separated  by  rocky  and  sandy  bars 
and  shoals. 

The  project,  adopted  in  1880  (Annual  Report,  Chief  of  Engineers, 
1875,  pp.  75(>-769),  provided  for  removing  the  natural  obstructions  in 
the  stream  and  the  construction  of  low  wing  dams  of  loose  stones  at 
shoal  places,  so  as  to  deepen  the  water  at  those  places  for  the  purpose 
of  aiding  the  floating  of  timber  and  light-draft  steamboat  navigation. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897,  $26,655.93  was  expended  in  removing  obstruc- 
tions and  constructing  low,  loose-stone  dams,  resulting  in  the  material 
improvement  of  navigation,  giving  increased  facilities  for  push  boats  at 
low  water,  and  rafting  and  light-draft  steamboats  at  moderate  stages. 

Dangerous  obstructions  were  removed  at  Georges  Greek  during  the 
year.    A  lack  of  funds  prevented  further  work  of  improvement. 

During  the  calendar  year  ending  December  31, 1897,  220,800  tons  of 
timber,  ties,  etc.,  and  10,000  passengers  were  carried. 

No  decided  increase  in  the  amount  of  commerce  handled  can  take 
place  until  the  stream  is  improved  by  locks  and  dams,  which  form  of 
improvement  was  favorably  reported  on  in  the  Annual  Keport  of  the 
Ghief  of  Engineers  for  1889,  pages  1990-1994,  and  as  to  which  an  esti- 
mate of  cost  and  full  special  report  thereon' has  since  been  submitted 
under  date  of  May  6,  1898,  printed  as  House  Doc.  No.  456,  Fifty-fifth 
Congress,  second  session.  Also  submitted  herewith  as  Appendix  F  F 18. 
Canalization  will  provide  cheap  transportation  lor  the  almost  unlimited 
quantities  of  coal  which  exist  along  the  stream. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  at  mean  low 
water,  over  the  shoalest  part  of  the  improvement  is  about  20  inches. 

A  dike  in  Levisa  Fork,  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Georges  Greek,  is 
very  much  needed  to  prevent  continued  recurrence  of  accidents  to 
steamboats  and  rafts. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  asexpended $94.07 

June  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 68. 50 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 25. 57 


'Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 

1900,  inclnding  maintenance 6,000.00 

Submitted  iu  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  P  P  18.) 

SURYEYS  MADE  IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  BITES  AND  HABBOB  ACT  OF 
JUNE  3,  1896,  AND  BESOLUTION  OP  CONGBESS  OP  APBIL  14,  181)8. 

The  surveys  of  the  following  localities,  required  by  the  river  and  harbor 
act  of  June  3,  1896,  and  resolution  of  Congress  of  April  14, 1898,  were 
made  by  the  local  oflacer,  Maj.  W.  H.  Bixby,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and 
reports  thereon  submitted: 

i.  Preliminary  report  of  survey  of  Ohio  River  from  Marietta,  Ohio,  to 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  tcith  a  view  to  improvement  by  movable  dams  to  provide  a 
depth  of  6  feet  at  low  water. — Major  Bixby  submitted  preliminary  report 
of  survey  January  10, 1898.  He  states  that  the  main  work  of  the  survey 
has  been  completed  and  that  the  information  gained  is  being  plotted, 
but  while  the  office  work  will  require  several  months,  the  data  at  hand 
are  sufficient  to  indicate  that  such  dams  can  advantageously  be  given 
a  lift,  or  diU'erence  of  level  of  adjacent  pools,  of  from  6  to  8  feet,  and  a 
spacing  of  from  about  4  to  15  miles;  that  the  first  dam  (No.  7)  will  be 
located  somewhere  between  Industry,  Pa.,  and  Georgetown,  Pa.;  that 
the  otliers,  Nos.  8,  9, 10,  etc.,  will  follow  in  regular  order,  commencing 
below Babha  Island,  but  their  exact \ocat\oiiQasiiio\»TiQ^  ^determined ; 
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tbat  the  total  number  of  dams  (including  No.  7)  will  be  between  thirteen 
and  eighteen,  c'lccording  to  lift  and  spacing;  that  the  cost  of  each  will 
approximate  closely  those  already  constructed  or  under  contract,  viz, 
9750,000,  including  $25,000  for  purchase  of*sites,  and  that  their  safe  and 
proper  completion  will  therefore  require  an  appropriation  of  $750,000 
(including  $25,000  for  purchase  of  sites)  for  Lock  and  Dam  No.  7  above 
Georgetown,  Pa.,  and  a  similar  average  amount  lor  each  of  the  others 
below  Babbs  Island,  making  the  total  estimate  of  cost  between  $9,750,000 
and  $13,500,000. 

Full  and  detailed  report  of  the  results  of  this  survey,  with  estimates 
for  each  dam,  will  be  submitted  when  the  field  work  is  further  plotted 
and  the  office  work  completed.  The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress 
and  printed  in  House  Doc.  No.  241,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session. 
(See  also  Appendix  F  F  19.) 

2.  Plana  and  estimates  of  coat  for  improving  Big  Sandy  River,  including 
Tug  and  Louiaa  (Leviaa)  forka.  West  Virginia  and  Kentucky^  by  locka  and 
dama. —  April  27, 1898,  Major  Bixby  submitted  report  required  by  con- 
current resolution  of  Congress  passed  by  the  House  of  Eepresentatives 
April  13, 1898,  and  concurred  in  by  the  Senate  April  14, 1898,  author- 
izing and  directing  the  Secretary  of  War — 

to  prepare  and  snbmit  more  complete  plans  and  estimates  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Rig  Sandy  and  the  Tag  and  LfOnisa  [Levisa]  forks  of  same,  in  Kentucky  and  West 
Virginia,  with  probable  cost  of  same ;  and  also  to  submit  to  Congress  information  as  to 
whether  this  proposed  extended  improvement  should  be  made. 

Major  Bixby  states  that  permanent  and  satisfactory  improvement  can 
be  effected  only  by  the  construction  of  locks  and  movable  dams,  and  in 
his  opinion  the  natural  wealth  of  this  river  basin,  with  its  enormous 
coal  deposits  as  yet  undeveloped  through  lack  of  proper  transportation 
facilities,  will  amply  justify  the  thorough  improvement  of  this  river.  He 
states  that  such  thorough  improvement,  based  on  the  experience  already 
gained,  will  require  the  construction  of  10  locks  and  dams  on  the 
Levisa  Fork  between  Louisa  and  Pikeville,  Ky.;  8  locks  and  dams  on 
the  Tug  Fork  between  Louisa  and  the  mouth  of  the  Pond,  and  3  locks 
and  dams  on  the  main  river  between  Louisa  and  Oatlettsburg,  Ky.,  or 
21  locks  and  dams  in  all,  and  the  work  already  done  upon  the  one  dam 
now  completed  at  Louisa  indicates  that  the  construction  of  such  locks 
and  dams  will  involve  no  special  engineering  difficulties  if  the  funds 
be  promptly  provided  therefor.  He  estimates  the  cost  of  these  locks 
and  dams,  including  embanking,  retaining,  riprapping,  and  paving  of 
banks,  purchase  of  sites,  lock-employees'  houses,  storehouses  and  other 
buildings,  dredging  approaches  to  locks  and  passes,  dredging  shoals 
and  removing  obstructions  between  dams,  etc.,  at  an  average  of 
$225,000  each,  or  (4,725,000  in  all. 

Major  Bixby's  views  regarding  the  rate  at  which  appropriations 
should  be  made  are  given  in  his  report,  and  if  the  improvement  of 
these  streams  is  to  be  undertaken,  his  remarks  on  this  subject  are 
worthy  of  the  careful  consideration  of  Congress.  The  report  was 
transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc.  Fo.  456,  Fifty-fifth 
Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  F  F  20.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  MONONGAHELA  AND  ALLEGHENY  RIVERS,  WEST 

VIRGINIA  AND  PENNSYLVANIA. 

T?hi8  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  Charles  F.  Powell,  Corps 
of  Engineers.  Division  Engineer,  Col.''  Henry  M.  Eobert,  Corps  of 
Engineers. 

1,  Monongdhela  Eiverj  Weat  Virginia, — Several  years  ago  the  United 
States  built  Locks  and  Dams  Nos.  8  and  9  on  the  Upper  Mouongei\i^l«i 
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Eiver,  which  extended  an  existing  slack  water  upstream  to  next  beyond 
Morgautown,  W.  Va.,  and  made  that  place  the  head  of  packet  naviga- 
tion. Previously  a  downstream  navigation  of  flats  and  small  rafts  at 
favorable  river  stages  only  was  conducted.  An  inconsiderable  amount 
of  rafting  continues  above  Morgautown.  Before  the  improvement,  and 
as  now  on  the  unimproved  part,  the  river  on  low  stages  was  easily 
forded  at  numerous  shoals  and  rapids.  Locks  Nos.  8  and  9  are  of  suffi- 
cient capacity  for  the  largest  packets  running  on  the  river  and  afford 
minimum  sill  depths  at  pool  levels  of  nearly  5^  feet. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  1896  provided  for  the  extension  of  slack 
water  by  the  construction  of  6  locks  and  dams  between  Morgautown 
and  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  25  miles  upstream,  the  principal  object  being  to 
afford  water  transportation  for  coal  from  river  mines  near  Fairmont. 

A  contract  for  completion  of  the  constructions  within  four  years  from 
date  of  notice  that  the  United  States  had  acquired  title  to  necessary 
lands  was  approved  December  9,  and  the  contractor  promptly  com- 
menced active  operations  at  Lock  No.  10  in  the  early  spring,  and  by  the 
end  of  the  year  the  coiferdam  inclosing  the  lock  pit  and  space  for  guard 
cribs  had  been  built,  the  excavation  of  the  pit  made,  the  cribs  partly 
built,  and  considerable  machinery  and  material  delivered  at  the  site. 
It  is  expected  that  the  masonry  at  No.  10  will  be  com])leted  this  season ; 
also  that  active  operations  will  be  begun  at  Lock  and  Dam  No.  11.  The 
locks  and  dams  are  to  be  built  of  concrete.  The  total  lift,  (>4  feet,  will 
back  the  water  into  the  mouths  of  the  forks  of  the  river,  a  few  miles 
above  Fairmont. 

The  location  of  Lock  and  Dam  No.  10  was  changed  from  below  the 
Morgautown  Bridge  to  a  site  3,000  feet  above  the  bridge;  the  lands  for 
Locks  and  Dams  Nos.  10, 11,  and  12  were  purchased;  options  are  held 
on  the  remaining  sites;  topographical  surveys  were  made  at  ail  the 
sites,  and  about  700  borings  made  into  the  underlying  rock  at  various 
proposed  or  selected  sites  to  determine  depth  and  character  of  founda- 
tions and  fix  exact  locations  of  structures.  The  line  of  primary  levels 
from  Lock  No.  9,  upstream,  was  extended  to  the  junction  of  the  forks 
of  the  river  and  permanent  bench  marks  were  placed  along  the  extension. 

The  amount  expended  upon  the  completed  project,  for  surveys,  exam- 
inations, and  lands  for  extension  of  the  project,  to  the  close  of  the  year 
ending  June  30, 1897,  is  $442,688.95. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $419,211.05 

Amoiint  appropriated  by  sundry  civil  act  approved  Jaly  1^  1898 400, 000. 00 

819,211.05 
June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 13, 963. 76 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 805,247.29 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities $4,663.48 

July  1,  1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 600,814.00 

605, 477. 48 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 199,769  81 

'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project .......  350, 000. 00 

>  Submitted  in  compliance  vrith  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867. 

(See  Appendix  G  G  1.) 

2.  Operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams^  Monongahela  River, — Utider 
authority  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1896  the  United  States  acq  aired, 
by  condemnation  proceedin g8,  near  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  prop- 
erty and  appurtenances  of  the  Monongahela  STavigation  Company. 
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The  amonnt  of  the  award  was  $3,761,615.46.  The  property  ioclndes 
seven  dams  and  sets  of  locks,  which  make  slack  water  from  near  the 
month  of  the  river  at  Pittsbnrg  to  Lock  No.  8.  Locks  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and 
4  are  double  locks,  each  set  consisting  of  one  large  lock  and  one  small 
lock;  Locks  Nos.  5,  6,  and  7  are  single  and  small  locks.  Controlling 
depths  on  the  sills  of  the  locks  at  pool  levels  vary  from  4  feet  to  more 
than  8  feet.  A  history  of  the  purchased  slack  water  system  and  an 
estimate  of  cost  of  its  enlargement  and  improvement  for  affording 
adequate  accommodation  to  a  large  and  growing  traffic  are  given  in 
the  last  Annual  Eeport,  and  may  be  found  on  pages  2412-2424  of  the 
report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  that  year.  The  traffic  of  the  river 
is  restricted  and  hampered  by  insufficient  capacity  at  the  locks  and 
in  the  channels. 

The  abolition  of  lock  tolls  has  been  followed  by  a  marked  increase  of 
traffic,  especially  in  packet  and  excursion  business  and  transportation 
of  coal  for  local  consumption. 

The  fi'eight  traffic  on  the  Lower  Monongahela  Biver  is  more  than 
6,000,000  tons. 

Locks  Nos.  8  and  9  were  operated  from  the  first  of  the  year  and 
Locks  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  6,  6,  and  7  from  July  7,  except  for  short  periods 
daring  floods,  when  navigation  was  suspended  by  ice,  or  when  closed 
for  necessary  repairs,  or  during  lowest  stages  in  ttie  case  of  two  of  the 
small  locks  where  there  are  double  locks  on  account  of  leakage.  The 
aggregate  number  of  lockages  made  at  all  the  dams  during  the  year 
was  8U,8^5.  Repairs  to  a  considerable  extent  were  made  to  keep  the 
locks  in  serviceable  condition;  368  snags  and  19  wrecks  were  removed 
from  the  channels,  and  117,900  cubic  yards  of  material  dredged  from 
the  lock  entrances  and  pool  channels. 

The  cost  of  operating  and  care  of  the  locks  and  dams  during  the 
fiscal  year  was  $128,813.17. 

(See  Appendix  G  G  2.) 

3.  Allegheny  River^  Pennsylvania. — In  its  original  condition  the  Alle- 
gheny Biver,  having  a  hard  gravel  and  sand  bottom,  with  an  average 
slope  for  a  distan(*e  of  more  tlit^n  123  miles  between  its  mouth  and  French 
Creek  at  Franklin,  Pa.,  of  2.15  feet  per  mile  and  of  3.4  feet  per  mile 
over  132  miles  between  Franklin  and  Glean,  N.  Y.,  was  obstructed  by 
numerous  large  bowlders,  which  reduced  the  low- water  navigable  depth 
as  much  as  2  feet  on  various  ripples  and  made  navigation  over  them 
extremely  hazardous  at  ordinary  stages.  The  river  also  embraced  sev- 
eral wide-spreading  shoals,  giving  an  available  navigable  depth  at  low 
water  of  less  than  6  inches.  The  originally  adopted  plan  of  improve- 
ment of  the  river,  which  has  not  been  materially  changed  since  its 
inception,  contemplates  the  removal  of  bowlders,  snags,  and  other 
obstructions  from  the  channel  and  the  construction  of  low  dams  to 
close  duplicate  channels  and  of  dikes  to  coniine  the  water  way  on 
extensive  shoals.  There  had  been  expended  under  this  project  irom 
the  date  of  the  first  appropriation,  in  1879,  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1897,  the  sum  of  $218,233.87,  about  two-thirds  of 
which  had  been  devoted  to  the  removal  of  new  rock  obstruction  washed 
out  from  the  banks,  brought  down  by  the  rapid  tributaries,  or  moved 
along  the  river  bed  by  the  action  of  freshets  and  ice.  l^e  latter  is  a 
powerful  sigent  in  modifying  the  river  bed.  The  result  has  been  a 
marked  improvement,  furnishing  a  least  depth  of  1.4  feet  over  the  shal- 
lowest bars  at  low  water,  with  ample  width  of  channel  and  a  consequent 
lengthening  of  the  period  of  navigation,  enabling  the  lighter  craft  to 
enjoy  practicsdly  continuous  navigation  over  150  miles  of  the  stream. 
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During  tbe  year  the  Red  Bank  Dike  was  extended  1,000  feet.  Two 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety -nine  cubic  yards  of  bowlders  and 
45  snapfs  were  removed  from  the  cliannel.  The  removed  bowlders  were 
generally  conveyed  to  the  bank  for  its  protection  or  placed  in  side 
channels  to  previ'ut  waste  of  water  through  them.  The  abutment  o^ 
the  dam  at  Tionesta  and  the  head  of  the  npper  dike  at  OowanshauLock 
were  repaired,  and  the  channel  face  of  Hickory  Island,  which  had 
been  badly  scoured  and  threatened  to  spoil  an  improved  channel,  was 
protected. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $11,766.13 

June.^O,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 11, 186.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 580.13 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabiliiies 3. 20 

July  1;  1898,  balance  available 576.93 

rAmonnttbntcan.be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  yearending  Juno30,1900    15, 000. 00 
<  Subiuitied  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
l^     b arbor  actrt  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  G  G  3.) 

4,  Construction  of  locks  and  dams  at  Herr  Island,  above  the  head  of 
Six-mile  Island,  and  at  Springdale,  Allegheny  River, — The  originally 
adopted  project  provided  for  the  Herr  Island  Lock  and  Dam  and  contem- 
plated that  the  dam  shoald  be  a  fixed  one;  but  in  compliance  with  a 
request  of  the  authorities  of  Pittsburg  and  Allegheny  the  plan  was 
changed  to  give  a  movable  dam,  and  to  satisfy  riparian  owners  the  site 
of  the  lock  was  changed  so  that  a  waterway  for  landings  55  feet  in 
width  is  left  between  the  lock  and  the  river  bank.  The  site  of  the  Herr 
Island  works  is  in  Pittsbnrg  Harbor,  formed  by  the  pool  of  the  Davis 
Island  Dam  of  the  Ohio  Elver  6.3  miles  below,  which  gives  a  navigable 
depth  in  the  Allegheny  Kiver  channel  of  8  to  9  feet  as  far  as  Garrison 
Bipple,  immediately  above  the  Herr  Island  Dam  and  about  2  miles 
above  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  completion  of  the  original  project 
will  extend  Pittsburg  Harbor  4.5  miles  ftirther  upstream  and  begin  a 
system  of  slack  water  upon  the  Allegheny  River. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  1896  provided  for  the  construction  of  two 
additional  locks  and  dams,  which  will  extend  slack  water  having  6  feet 
least  channel  depth  from  the  Herr  Island  pool  17  miles,  or  to  Natrona. 
The  additional  works  are  under  contract. 

During  the  year  the  masonry  of  the  Herr  Island  Lock  was  completed, 
chamber  floor  and  aprons  under  emptying  culverts  laid,  and  the  fixed 
dam  and  bulkhead  masonry  wall  along  the  harbor  line  in  front  of  pub- 
lic property  built.  It  is  expected  to  build  at  least  one-half  of  the  mov- 
able dam  before  the  fall  freshets  occur  and  erect  lock  gates  and  place 
lock  machinery  by  the  time  of  the  completion  of  the  dam. 

The  selected  lock  land  at  Six-mile  Island  is  a  narrow  strip  of  unim- 
proved river  bank  belonging  to  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  whose  officials 
insist  upon  a  purchase  price  of  about  $  15,000. 

Agreement  had  been  made  for  the  purchase  of  the  lock  land  at  Spring- 
dale,  but  difficulty  occurring  in  obtaining  satisfactory  title  on  account 
of  liens,  whose  release  could  not  be  obtained,  condemnation  proceedings 
were  instituted,  and  concluded  late  last  winter.  As  soon  thereafter  as 
river  conditions  reasonably  permitted,  the  contractor  shipped  machinery 
and  materials  to  the  site,  and  on  May  25  commenced  active  work.  By 
the  end  of  June  the  lock  pit  was  partly  excavated  and  a  cofferdam 
nearly  finished,  a  railroad  side  track,  cement  house,  and  other  tempo- 
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rary  structures  erected,  guide  piles  for  building  dam  driven,  and  its 
trench  partly  dredged. 

The  amount  expended  ux>on  the  whole  project  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1897,  is  $221,985.98. 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $365,514.02 

Amount  appropriated  by  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1, 1898 300, 000. 00 


665, 514. 02 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 49, 227. 99 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 616,286.03 

July  1, 1898,  ontatanding  liabilities $15, 130.95 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 396, 424. 70 

411,555.65 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 204, 730.38 

f  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  oompletion  of  exiflting  project 244,000.00 

<  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
t     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867. 

(See  Appendix  G  G  4.) 

SURVEY  MADE  IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH    EIYEB    AND    HAEBOE  ACT  OF 

JUNE  3,  1896. 

The  survey  for  removal  of  dam  in  Upper  Allegheny  River  near  Cory- 
don^  Pa,y  and  of  all  the  dams  on  the  Conewango  Creek,  and  the  rapids  at 
or  near  Waterboro,  in  the  Conewango  Creek^  was  made  by  Maj.  Cbas.  F. 
Powell,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  report  submitted  November  13, 1897. 

Corydon  Dam, — Major  Powell  states  that  since  the  construction  by 
the  Government  in  1888  of  crib  work  along  the  lower  slope  of  this  struc- 
ture there  has  been  no  special  trouble  experienced  by  raftsmen  in  run- 
Ding  the  dam;  but  below  the  dam  there  is  a  gravel  bar  extending  more 
than  half  way  across  the  chute,  which  makes  the  channel  tortuous  and 
inconvenient  for  rafts,  and  that  it  is  expected  to  make  a  needful  excava- 
tion here  next  year  should  the  appropriation  for  improving  the  river  be 
sufficient  to  permit  work  so  far  upstream.  The  cost  of  removing  the 
dam  to  a  depth  of  4  feet  from  low- water  level  below  the  dam  is  estimated 
at  $897.50. 

Dams  on  the  Conewango  Creek. — The  cost  of  removing  all  these  dams 
(four  in  number)  is  estimated  at  $2,400,  exclusive  of  damages  for  destroy- 
ing or  diminishing  water  powers. 

Waterboro  Rapids. — It  is  stated  in  the  report  that  there  is  no  navi- 
gation on  Conewango  Creek  other  than  some  little  logging,  and  that 
none ot&er  is  in  prospect.  The  cost  of  making  a  cutoif  from  the  head 
of  these  rapids  is  estimated  at  $11,500,  exclusive  of  costs  for  land  and 
drainage;  of  removing  the  upper  part  of  the  rapids  by  excavation  from 
their  head  along  the  creek  to  the  pool  of  the  Kennedy  Dam,  $22,500, 
and  of  removing  the  whole  of  the  rapids  by  similar  excavation,  $90,000, 
exclusive  of  damages  to  the  Kennedy  water  power.  The  effect  of  either 
of  such  works  would  be  to  lower  the  water  levels  above  the  rapids  and 
raise  them  below  the  end  of  the  cut-off  or  excavations,  and  generally  to 
disturb  the  present  small  conservation  of  the  flow  of  the  creek. 

In  the  opinion  of  Major  Powell,  the  removal  of  the  Corydon  Dam  at 
the  present  time  and  of  the  dams  or  of  the  rapids  at  or  near  Water- 
boro, in  Conewango  Creek,  is  a  work  not  worthy  nor  justified  by  the 
interests  of  commerce  involved. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc 
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No.  110,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix 
GG6.) 

Major  Powell  was  also  charged  with  the  duty  of  making  surveys  of 
the  following  localities,  reports  of  the  results  of  which  will  be  duly  sub- 
mitted when  received: 

1,  Allegheny  River ^  Pennsylvania^  for  extending  navigation  by  locks  and 
dams. 

2.  West  Fork  Biver^  West  Virginia. 

LAKE    RIVERS   AND   HARBORS. 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  ON  LAKE  SUPERIOR. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  Clinton  B.  Sears,  Corps  of 
Engineers.    Division  Engineer,  Col.  J.  W.  Barlow,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1,  Harbor  at  Orand  Marais,  Minn, — ^This  small  natural  basin  was  not 
originally  of  sufficient  depth,  nor  was  it  adequately  sheltered,  either 
for  commercial  purposes  or  for  use  as  a  harbor  of  refuge.  The  approved 
project  of  1879  proposed  two  breakwater  piers,  each  350  feet  long,  from 
the  east  and  west  points  of  the  bay,  or  one  pier  700  feet  long  from  the 
east  point,  and  the  dredging  to  a  depth  to  accommodate  the  prevailing 
draft  of  vessels,  which  was  14  feet.  The  original  estimated  cost  was 
$139,669.40,  but  for  reasons  explained  in  the  re])ort  of  the  local  officer 
(Appendix  H  H  1),  this  is  now  increased  to  $163,954.03.  Up  to  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  there  had  been  expended 
on  this  work  $132,621.77.  With  this  sum  350  feet  of  the  east  pier  has 
been  completed  and  the  16-foot  anchorage  area  increased  to  26  acres. 
The  increment  of  commerce  which  has  accrued  since  the  improvement 
of  this  harbor  began  bears  the  ratio  of  25  entrances  and  clearances 
(made  by  four  tugs  and  five  schooners),  with  60  tons  of  cargo,  valued 
at  $6,000,  in  1878,  to  371  entrances  and  clearances  (nearly  all  steamers), 
with  1,777  tons  of  cargo,  valued  at  $122,8(i8,  in  1897.  The  improve- 
ment has  cost  $132,745.37.  The  value  of  the  commerce  of  the  harbor 
from  1878  to  1S97,  both  inclusive,  is  roughly  estimated  at  $911,369. 
The  unexpended  balance  of  the  last  appropriation  will  be  reserved  as 
a  repair  fund  in  case  of  accidents  until  another  appropriation  becomes 
available. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $728.23 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 123. 60 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 604.63 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existin;^  project 30, 000. 00 

Amountthatcanbeprofitablyexpended  in  fiscal yearendingjune30, 1900    15,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyil  act  of  Jane  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  H  H  1.) 

2.  Harbor  at  Agate  Bay,  Minnesota. — ^This  harbor,  27  miles  east  of 
Dulutb,  is  a  shipping  port  for  iron  ore  and  is  a  harbor  of  refuge. 

The  project  for  the  improvement  was  adopted  in  1887  and  contem- 
plates the  erection  of  two  piers  projecting  from  the  headlands  of  the 
bay  and  inclosing  about  109  acres  of  water  area,  natural  depth  of  20 
feet  or  more.  The  eastern  pier  is  to  be  1,000  feet  long  and  the  western 
one  900  feet.  Work  upon  the  east  pier  was  commenced  in  1887,  and  at 
the  close  of  work  in  November,  1897,  besides  the  750  feet  of  east  pier 
built  in  1891  there  were  completed  550  feet  of  west  pier  and  410  feet 
of  rock  embankment  brought  to  the  20-foot  level  for  the  foundation  of 
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the  extension  to  said  pier.  A  contract  for  300  feet  of  this  extension  is 
now  in  execution  and  will  be  completed  by  November,  1898.  The  amoant 
expended  to  Jane  30, 1897,  was  $120,999.70. 

The  commerce  of  this  harbor  has  increased  from  236,000  cargo  tons, 
valned  at  1624,800,  in  188->,  to  2,730,322  cargo  tons,  valued  at  $4,000,000, 
in  1897.  The  total  valuation  of  the  commerce  of  this  port  for  twelve 
years,  1885  to  1897,  is  roughly  estimated  at  $24,500,000. 

The  arrivals  and  departures  of  vessels  have  increased  from  174,  with 
a  registered  tonnage  of  295,800  tons,  in  1885,  to  2,064,  with  a  registered 
tonnage  of  6,192,000  tons,  in  1897. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $51,500.30 

Jane  30, 18SK8,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 4....     34, 389. 84 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 17,110.46 

J uly  1, 1898,  amoant  oovered  by  nncom pleted  contracts 15, 300. 00 

July  1,1898, balance  available 1,810.46 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 71, 708. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    50, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  H  H  2.) 

3.  Harbor  at  Duluth,  Minn.j  and  Superior^  Wis, — Previous  to  the 
Annual  Report  of  1897  this  harbor  was  reported  on  under  the  separate 
heads  of  Duluth,  Minn.,  and  Superior,  Wis.,  respectively. 

The  act  of  June  3,  1896,  unified  these  harbors  under  the  above  title 
and  provided  for  continuous  contracts  for  its  improvement  to  the 
amount  of  $3,080,553. 

This  harbor  now  consists  of  the  Duluth  Canal,  the  Wisconsin  En- 
trance, Superior  Bay,  Allouez  Bay,  St.  Louis  Bay,  and  St.  Louis  Elver 
to  the  limits  of  the  cities  of  Dulutli  and  Superior,  about  20  miles  from 
the  original  natural  entry,  which,  before  improvement,  was  obstructed 
by  shitting  bars,  with  but  9  feet  of  water  over  them.  The  bays  were 
broad  expanses  of  shallow  water,  averaging  only  8  or  9  feet,  except 
along  the  channel  through  them,  where  the  depth  was  greater  but 
variable. 

The  project  previous  to  the  present  one  was  fo^  IGfoot  navigation. 
This  was  practically  completed  July  1, 1897,  and  resulted  in  giving  a 
good  16-foot  navigation  through  the  natural  or  Wisconsin  entry; 
through  the  artificial  Duluth  Canal;  over  the  Duluth  Basin,  of  104 
acres;  along  and  parallel  to  the  dock  lines  of  Duluth  and  Superior,  in 
Superior  and  St.  Louis  bays,  and  up  the  St.  Louis  Biver  to  Kew  Duluth, 
near  the  head  of  navigation  of  the  river,  with  well-defined  channels 
from  85  to  300  feet  in  width. 

The  amount  expended  thereupon  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1897,  was  $1,587,526.97.  The  improvement  thus  made 
is  in  excellent  condition,  and  the  expenditure  has  been  amply  justified 
by  the  immense  commerce  which  it  has  readily  accommodated. 

The  present  project,  authorized  by  the  act  of  June  3, 1896,  provides 
for  the  widening  and  deepening  to  20  feet  of  existing  channels;  for  a 
new  20-foot  channel  along  Minnesota  Point  dock  line;  for  new  channels 
in  Allouez  Bay;  for  extensive  turning  and  anchorage  basins  20  feet 
deep  at  the  junction  of  two  or  more  channels;  for  widening  the  Duluth 
Canal,  and  for  replacing  with  substantial  structures  of  timber  and 
monolithic  concrete  the  piers  at  the  Duluth  Canal  and  the  Wisconsin 
Entrance. 
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The  contracts  for  dredging  are  now  well  under  way,  eleven  dredges 
being  at  work,  and  up  to  June  30, 1898,  2,637,284  cubic  yards  Lad  been 
excavated. 

All  the  land  necessary  for  the  widening  of  the  Duluth  Canal  has  at 
last  been  been  acquired  by  deed  of  gift,  purchase,  or  condemnation, 
at  a  cost  of  $52,619.05.  A  contract  for  building  the  substructure  of 
the  new  south  pier  nas  been  made  with  King  &  Steele,  of  Duluth,  and 
also  with  the  same  firm  a  contract  for  the  construction  of  686  concrete 
footing  blocks,  as  foundation  for  the  monolithic  concrete  superstructure. 
Both  these  works  are  now  under  way.  Contracts  have  also  been  made 
and  partially  completed  for  strengthening  the  Wisconsin  Entrance 
piers  with  timber  facing  and  stone  riprap,  preparatory  to  capping  them 
with  monolithic  concrete  superstructures. 

The  sundry  civil  act  of  July  1,  1898,  appropriated  $770,138  for  this 
harbor,  making  a  total  of  $1,207,638  so  far  appropriated  ont  of  the 
$3,080,553  authorized  for  the  continuous  contracts.  The  contracts  yet 
to  be  made  are  for  the  substructure  tor  the  north  pier,  Duluth  Canal; 
for  the  superstructure  for  both  piers,  and  for  the  superstructure  of  the 
piers  at  the  Wisconsin  Entrance.  A  small  portion  of  the  appropriation 
will  also  be  used  for- the  purchase  by  condemnation  of  the  necessary 
land  on  the  south  side  of  the  Wisconsin  Entrance. 

The  lake  commerce  of  this  port — Duluth  and  Superior — during  the 
last  season  of  navigation  amounted  to  over  $118,500,000,  as  a  very 
conservative  valuation,  and  since  the  United  States  took  charge  of  this 
harbor  this  commerce  has  amounted  to  over  $1,018,500,000. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $448,156.03 

Amount  appropriated  by  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1, 1898 770, 138. 00 

1, 218, 294. 03 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 289, 228. 62 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 929, 065. 41 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding:  liabilities $18,384.66 

July  1,  1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts..  2, 060, 147. 99 

2, 078, 532. 65 


^Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1, 872, 915. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 

i     30,1900 300,000.00 

I  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
t     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  H  H  3.) 

4.  Harbor  at  Ashland^  Wis. — Ashland  Harbor  is  located  at  the  head 
of  Ohequamegon  Bay,  and  originally  had  no  protection  from  the  waves 
which  rolled  into  the  bay  nor  from  the  waves  generated  within  the  bay 
itself  by  storms. 

The  approved  project  is  for  the  construction  of  it  pile,  slab,  and  rock 
breakwater  8,000  feet  long  and  for  dredging  a  channel  along  the  shoal 
portion  in  front  of  the  wharves  of  the  city. 

Seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-three  linear  feet  of  the 
breakwater  was  completed  in  1893,  since  which  time  no  work  of  exten- 
sion has  been  undertaken,  subsequent  appropriations  having  been  used 
in  strengthening  and  maintaining  the  old  work  and  in  dredging. 

The  act  of  June  3,  1896,  appropriated  $27,000  for  this  harbor,  and  of 
this  $9,000  was  expended  in  strengthening  the  older  portion  of  the 
work  by  filling  in  between  the  piles  with  large  rock,  and  of  the  balance 
$13,260  was  expended  in  dredging  a  channel  parallel  with  and  about 
150  feet  from  the  harbor  line,  which  had  been  established  at  the  request 
of  the  city  coancii. 
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The  total  amonnt  expended  under  approved  project  and  in  repairs  to 
June  30, 1897,  was  $220,847.98. 

The  breakwater  has  a  marked  inflnence  in  improving  the  tranquility 
of  the  harbor.  The  work  done  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1898,  has  resulted  in  materially  stren^hening  the  older  portions  of  the 
breakwater  and  in  starting  a  channel  along  the  shoaler  part  of  the 
harbor-line  front.    Available  depth  of  water,  18  feet. 

The  commerce  of  this  port  consists  principally  of  iron  ore  and  lumber 
exported,  and  coal,  mineral  oil,  and  general  merchandise  imported. 
The  commerce  has  largely  increased  during  the  twelve  years  the  harbor 
has  been  under  improvement  by  the  United  States,  the  total  commerce 
having  a  valuation,  roughly  estimated,  of  $325,000,000. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnezpended $18,652.03 

Jaiie3M)y  18SK8,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 16,656.00 

Jnljl,  1898,  balance  unexpended 1,996.02 

i  Amount  Testimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 346, 500. 00 

I  Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    50, 000. 00 
]  Submitted  in  compliance  with  reqnireraents  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
I     harbor  acta  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  H  H  4.) 

5.  Harbor  at  Ontonagon^  Mich. — The  entrance  to  Ontonagon  Biver, 
which  forms  the  harbor*  had  but  7  feet  depth  in  1867,  at  which  time  the 
project  for  securing  12  feet  depth  by  building  parallel  piers  on  either 
side  of  the  mouth,  extending  to  the  18-foot  curve  of  depth  in  Lake 
Superior,  and  dredging  a  channel  between  the  piers,  was  adopted.  The 
west  pier  was  built  to  a  length  of  2,675  feet  and  the  east  pier  to  a  length 
of  2,315  feet.  This  brought  the  outer  end  of  the  west  pier  very  nearly  to 
the  18-foot  curve  of  depth,  as  proposed.  But  this  curve  has  advanced 
since,  owing  to  the  .very  considerable  volume  of  sand  carried  into  the 
lake  by  the  river,  and  as  it  appears  probable  that  the  advance  of  the 
bar  will  keep  pace  with  the  extension  of  the  piers  unless  a  very  con- 
siderable extension  is  made  at  once,  it  does  not  appear  that  economic 
considerations  would  justify  any  further  extension  of  the  piers.  It 
seems  that  better  results  will  be  secured  by  keeping  the  piers  in  repair 
and  by  dredging  across  the  bar  after  each  spring  freshet. 

As  far  as  new  work  is  concerned  the  project  may  be  said  to  be 
completed,  and  further  expenditure  will  be  needed  only  for  keeping  a 
12-foot  channel  open  by  dredging  and  for  the  repairs  to  the  piers. 

The  balance  of  the  $10,000  appropriated  by  the  act  of  June  3, 1896, 
18  being  held  for  emergencies,  such  as  accidents  to  the  piers  by  storms, 
ice,  etc.,  requiring  renewals,  and  for  dredging  as  soon  as  the  ruling 
depth  of  12  f'et  between  the  piers  becomes  materially  impaired. 

The  total  cost  of  the  improvement  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $335,448.64. 
This  has  resulted  in  keeping  open  a  good  navigable  12- foot  channel.  Of 
late  years  the  annual  commerce  has  been  roughly  estimated  at 
$1,000,000.  The  great  fire,  however,  destroyed  the  principal  commer- 
cial industry — the  plant  of  the  Diamond  Match  Company,  and  this  com- 
pany has  not  rebuilt  No  appropriation  is  recommended  for  the  next 
fiscal  year. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $9,679.36 

June  30,  1896,  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 756. 25 

July  1, 1806,  balance  unexpended 8,923.11 

(See  Appendix  H  H  5.) 
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6,  Waterway  a^yross  Keweenaw  Point  from  Keweenaw  Bay  to  Lake 
Superior^  Michigan. — This  work  was  formerly  reported  on  as  the  Port- 
age Lake  and  Lake  Superior  canals,  across  Keweenaw  Point,  Michigan. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
September  19,  1890,  the  United  States  purchased  and  assumed  the 
charge  and  care  of  these  canals  on  August  3, 1891. 

At  the  time  of  purchase  by  the  United  States  there  was  a  very  poor 
13foot  navigation;  the  channel  was  narrow  and  crooked,  with  many 
sharp  bends;  it  was  poorly  marked  and  lighted;  the  entrance  piers 
were  in  a  very  bad  condition;  the  revetments  were  rotten  or  entirely 
gone,  and  there  was  a  tax  on  the  commerce  through  the  canals  in  the 
shape  of  a  tonnage  charge. 

The  improvements  consist  of  entrance  piers  at  the  harbor  entrances 
on  Lake  Superior  and  Keweenaw  Bay,  canals  and  canal  revetments, 
and  dredged  cuts  and  channel  ways.    There  are  no  locks. 

The  approved  project  is  for  a  20  foot  channel  120  feet  wide,  a  renewal 
of  the  canal  revetments,  a  reconstruction  of  the  piers  at  the  upper 
and  lower  entrances,  and  their  extension  to  30  and  20  feet  of  water, 
res])ectively. 

The  act  of  June  3,  1896,  authorized  continuing  contracts  to  complete 
the  above  to  the  amount  of  $1,065,000. 

The  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897,  appropriated  $350,000,  and  that 
of  July  1, 1898,  $450,000,  making  a  total  of  $800,000  for  the  execution 
of  these  contracts,  three  of  which  are  now  under  way,  viz:  One  for 
2,800  feet  of  pier  extension  at  the  Keweenaw  entrance,  to  cost  $120,000; 
one  for  5,480  feet  of  breakwater  piers  at  the  upper  entrance,  to  cost 
$300,000,  and  one  for  dredging  950,000  cubic  yards  of  material,  at  a 
total  cost  of  $80,000.  Of  the  total  appropriation,  therefore,  $500,000  is 
pledged.  The  contracts  yet  to  be  made  are  for  widening  the  upper 
canal  about  50  feet  and  deepening  to  20  feet;  for  widening  and  deep- 
ening the  other  channels  to  give  a  20-foot  navigation,  and  the  revet- 
ments of  the  banks  of  all  the  artificial  channels.  The  available  depth 
is  16  feet. 

During  the  past  season  of  navigation,  that  of  1897,  the  commerce 
through  this  waterway  has  amounted  to  920,546  tons  of  commodities, 
having  an  estimated  value  of  $34,000,000,  and  34,936  passengers,  being 
an  increase  over  the  traflftc  of  1896  of  1,622  tons,  $5,000,000  in  value, 
and  a  decrease  of  6,326  passengers,  respectively. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  $39,742.22  has  been 
expended  in  dredging  and  $9,676.10  in  pier  work  and  incidentals. 

The  money  now  appropriated  will  be  sullicient  to  carry  on  work  until 
the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1900,  so  that  no  appropria- 
tion is  asked  for  in  the  next  sundry  civil  bill. 

Total  amount  expended  on  this  work  to  June  30, 1897,  $189,834.04. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended '. $390,165.96 

Amount  appropriated  by  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1, 1898 450, 000. 00 

840, 165. 96 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 49, 418. 32 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 790,747.64 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 490, 000. 00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 300,747.64 

i  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project. .'. 265, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
liarbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867. 

(See  Appendix  H  H  6.) 
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7.  Operating  and  care  of  waterway  across  K&iceenaw  Point  from 
Ketteenaw  Bay  to  Lake  Superior ^  Michigan, — The  expenses  of  operating 
and  care  of  this  waterway  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1892, 
daring  which  it  was  "acquired  by  the  United  States,  were  paid  by  an 
appropriation  of  $10,000  made  for  the  purpose  by  act  of  September  19, 
1890. 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  $8,300  from  the  perma- 
nent-indefinite appropriation  of  July  5,  1884,  was  expended  in  main- 
taining, by  dredging,  a  practicable  16-foot  stage  of  water,  in  superin- 
tendence and  general  operation  of  the  canals,  and  in  guarding  against 
encroachments  on  the  legally  established  harbor  lines. 

(See  Appendix  H  H  6.) 

8.  Harbor  at  Marquette^  Mich, — Originally  this  harbor  afforded  no 
protection  to  vessels  from  easterly  or  northeasterly  storms,  and  projects 
were  approved  for  the  construction  of  a  breakwater  composed  of  cribs 
filled  with  rock  and  projecting  from  the  shore  into  the  bay  a  distance  of 
3,000  feet.  Tiiis  breakwater  was  finished  in  1894,  practically  as  projected, 
bat  since  its  commencement  extensive  repairs  have  been  made  to  the 
saperstructure.    The  harbor  has  natural  deep  water  of  18  feet  or  more. 

A  project  for  a  concrete  superstructure  was  approved  in  February, 
1800.    Its  estimated  cost  was  $232,936.71. 

Work  on  this  concrete  superstructure  was  begun  in  the  spring  of 
1895,  and  up  to  June  30,  1897,  8G0  linear  feet  had  been  completed. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  yrar  140  linear  feet  of  the  main  superstructure 
has  been  built,  making  the  total  length  of  completed  work  1,000  linear 
feet. 

In  this  latitude  the  working  season  is  very  sliort,  especially  for  con- 
crete made  in  place.  For  this  reason  it  will  be  decidedly  economical  to 
have  sufficient  funds  in  hand  at  one  time  to  utilize  the  whole  of  two 
consecutive  seasons. 

The  breakwater  has  given  complete  protection  to  the  harbor,  and 
commerce  has  grown  steadily  until  it  amounts  now  to  some  $2,500,000 
annually.  The  permanent  maintenance  of  the  breakwater  by  a  durable 
concrete  superstructure  will  do  away  with  the  frequent  and  expensive 
repairs  incident  to  timber  work. 

The  total  cost  of  the  work  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $525,302.41. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended 1 $8, 195.35 

June  30,  IS^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 6, 180.96 

Joly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2,014.39 

f  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project  198, 936. 71 
Amount  thatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June30, 1900    50, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  .1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  H  H  7.) 

9.  Harbor  of  refuge^  Marquette  Bay^  Michigan. — This  is  a  work  author- 
ized by  the  act  of  June  3, 1896.  Marquette  Bay  is  a  small  bay  within 
the  city  limits  of  Marquette,  north  of  Marquette  proper,  and  distant 
1^  miles  therefrom. 

A  resolution  of  Congress  approved  March  20, 1896,  directed  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  make  a  survey  and  submit  an  estimate  for  a  breakwater 
in  this  bay.  The  results  of  this,  survey,  with  estimates  amounting  to 
$20,000  for  breakwater  500  feet  long  and  $50,000  for  construction  of  one 
1,000  feet  long,  were  published  in  House  Doc  No.  318,  Fifty-fourth 
Congress,  first  session. 
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By  the  act  of  June  3, 1896,  $20,000  was  appropriated  for  the  improve- 
ment of  this  harbor. 

The  approved  project  is  to  build  a  breakwater  1,000  feet  in  len^h 
off  Presque  lie  Point.  Of  this  500  linear  feet  was  com))leted  last  fall, 
and  also  au  extra  crib  extension  toward  shore,  50  feet  long. 

Total  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  $855.95. 

July  1. 1897,  balance  unexpended $19,144.05 

June  dO,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 18, 123. 37 

July  ly  1898,  balance  unexpended 1,020.68 


{Amount  (estimated)  Te(ju1red  for  completion  of  existing  project 30, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  proti  tab  ly  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,1900    30, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  H  H  8.) 

10,  Harhor  of  refuge  at  Orand  Marais^  Mich. — Originally  the  entrance 
to  this  harbor  was  obstructed  by  a  bar  having  but  9  feet  depth  of  water 
upon  it.  The  project  for  its  improvement,  adopted  in  1881,  has  for  its 
object  a  deep  and  safe  channel  into  the  harbor,  making  it  a  harbor  of 
refuge.  This  object  is  to  be  attained  by  building  parallel  piers  project- 
ing into  the  lake  and  dredging  out  a  channel  between  them,  connecting 
the  deep  water  of  the  lake  with  that  of  the  harbor,  and  by  closing  up  the 
natural  entrance,  5,700  feet  in  width,  by  a  solid  pile  dike,  driven  with 
a  slope  toward  the  waves  and  strongly  braced.  The  proposed  length 
of  each  pier  was  1,800  feet.  The  west  pier  has  now  reached  a  length  of 
1,656  feet  and  the  east  pier  1,153  feet. 

An  examination  made  in  June,  1898^  showed  a  least  depth  of  13^  feet 
along  the  channel  between  the  piers,  but  at  the  entrance  this  channel  has 
a  deviation  to  the  east,  owing  to  the  encroachment  of  a  bar  making 
across  the  entrance  from  the  west. 

The  pile  dike  was  successfully  finished  August  5, 1897,  by  hired  labor 
and  plant  owned  by  the  United  States,  and,  barring  a  few  breaks  which 
have  been  promptly  repaired  at  small  expense,  it  has  successiully 
withstood  the  fall  and  spring  storms  and  the  action  of  the  ice  during 
the  winter.  It  is  continually  gaining  in  strength,  due  to  the  accumula- 
tion of  sand  against  it.  The  2r>0  feet  of  extension  to  the  west  pier  was 
practically  completed  June  30, 1898. 

The  total  amount  expended  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $285,750.81.  The 
amount  expended  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  was  $13,446.56. 
The  result  has  been  the  creation  of  a  very  safe  and  commodious  harbor 
of  refuge  for  vessels  drawing  13  feet.  It  is  expected  that  the  comple- 
tion of  the  project  will  make  this  safely  accessible  for  vessels  of  16  feet 
draft. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $19,499.17 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  d  uring  fiscal  year 13, 446. 56 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 4 6,052.61 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities $898.80 

July  1,  1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 4, 998.00 

5,896.80 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 155.81 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for.com?iletion  of  existing  project 178,750.00 

Amount  thatoan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending. I  iiiie  30, 1900    50,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  oi'  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  18b6  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  J  une  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  H  H  9.) 
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11.  Removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  obstructing  or  endangering  navi- 
gation.— ^The  wreck  of  the  Bteamer  Winnipeg  being  a  menace  to  the 
navigation  of  Dalnth  Harbor,  Minnesota,  its  removal  ander  the  pro-' 
visions  of  the  act  of  Jnne  14, 1880,  was  authorized,  and,  aiter  adver- 
tisement, contract  for  the  work  was  entered  into,  operations  nnder  the 
same  being  in  progress  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  amount  expended 
daring  the  year  on  removal  of  wrecks  is  $300. 

(See  Appendix  H  H  10.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  ON  WESTERN  SHORE  OF  LAKE 

MICHIGAN. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Gapt.  George  A.  Zinn,  Corps  of 
Engineers.    Division  Engineer,  Col.  J.  W.  Barlow,  Oorps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Menominee  Harbor j  Michigan  and  Wisconsin. — ^The  survey  made  in 
1871  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  the  entrance  to  the  Menominee 
Siver  showed  that  it  had  a  depth  of  5  feet.  The  project  for  its  improve- 
ment, adopted  in  1871  and  modified  in  1874,  provided  for  construction 
of  two  parallel  piers  400  feet  apart  and  for  dredging  between  them,  the 
object  being  to  secure  a  channel  of  navigable  width  not  less  than  15 
feet  deep.    In  1890  this  was  modified  to  secure  a  depth  of  17  feet. 

The  amount  expended  up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $225,314.48. 

The  original  and  modified  projects  have  been  completed,  and  except 
in  places  the  full  depth  of  17  feet  below  the  datum  plane  has  been 
secured. 

The  dredging  and  repairs  in  progress  June  30, 1898,  are  for  restora- 
tion and  maintenance  of  channel  and  piers. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  is  16.5  feet. 

Commercial  statistics  for  1897. — Arrivals  of  vessels,  798;  tonnage, 
227,696.  Total  approximate  value  of  imports  by  way  of  harbor, 
•200,000;  exports,  $5,000,000. 

Amount  estimated  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900,  for  mainte- 
nance is  $5,500. 

July  1,1897,  balance  anexpended $3,897.52 

Jnne  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 1, 854. 93 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  anexpended 2,042.59 

{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 5,500.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirement^  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jane  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 1 1.) 

2.  Menominee  River ^  Michigan  and  Wisconsin. — ^The  survey  made  in 
1889,  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  the  Menominee  Kiver^  showed 
a  governing  depth  of  about  5  feet,  and  that  by  private  enterpnse  a  tor- 
tuous channel  had  been  dredged  about  50  feet  wide  and  14  feet  deep, 
extending  up  the  river  a  distance  of  2  miles. 

The  original  project  of  1890  provided  for  the  expenditure  of  $54,000 
for  dredging  a  channel  200  feet  wide  and  17  feet  deep  from  Green  Bay 
up  the  Menominee  Kiver  as  far  as  available  funds  would  admit. 

In  1892  additional  funds  were  appropriated,  and  the  project  provided 
for  making  the  200-foot  channel  about  9,000  feet  long,  and  thence  for  a 
distance  of  2,600  feet  reducing  its  width  to  100  feet.  The  act  approved 
Jnne  3, 1896,  appropriated  $15,000  and  provided  for  the  formation  of  a 
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taming  basin  600  feet  long  and  250  feet  wide;  also  for  extending  the 
channel  4li5  feet,  with  a  width  of  75  feet.  The  total  amoant  expended 
to  Jnne  30,  1897,  was  $84,456.17.  This  expenditure  resulted  in  com- 
pleting the  original  project,  the  modification  of  1892,  and  the  tarning 
basin  provided  for  in  the  project  of  1896,  a  depth  of  17  feet  below  the 
datum  plane  being  secured. 

Dredging  done  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  com- 
pleted the  project  of  1896.  In  January,  1898,  the  governing  depth  in 
the  channel  was  16^  feet. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30,  1898,  is  16  feet. 

The  commercial  statistics  for  Menominee  Eiver  are  the  same  as  for 
Menominee  Harbor.    (See  Menominee  Harbor  report.) 

Amount  estimated  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900,  for  mainte- 
nance is  $7,500. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $11,123.86 

Jnne  30,  1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 10, 971. 68 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 152.18 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,    ' 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement. 7,600.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with -requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jnne  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 1  2.) 

3.  Oconto  Harbor^  Wisconsin. — In  its  natural  condition  the  channel 
at  the  entrance  to  the  Oconto  Eiver  was  obstructed  by  a  bar  with  less 
than  3  feet  of  water  over  it.  Previous  to  1881,  when  the  first  appro- 
priation was  made  for  its  improvement,  the  citizens,  by  the  construc- 
tion of  a  small  amount  of  slab  pier  and  by  dredging,  had  increased  the 
depth  to  4^  feet. 

The  part  of  the  river  between  the  mouth  and  the  city  of  Oconto  had 
a  width  of  from  150  to  250  feet  and  a  low-water  channel  depth  of  from 
4  to  6  feet. 

The  project  of  improvement,  adopted  in  1882,  proposed  to  secure  a 
9-foot  channel  from  Green  Bay  to  the  city  of  Oconto,  a  distance  of  2 
miles,  by  dredging  and  constructing  piers,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$150,000. 

A  modification  adopted  in  1897  provided  for  making  Spies's  mill  the 
terminus  of  the  improved  channel,  thereby  abandoning  3,800  linear  feet 
of  the  originally  projected  improvement. 

The  total  amount  expended  up  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $77,845.12. 

At  that  date  the  south  pier  was  of  its  projected  length,  and  to  com- 
plete thenorth  pier  to  its  full  length  an  extension  of  875  feet  was  required. 
The  channel  had  a  depth  of  9  feet  for  a  width  of  70  feet. 

There  have  been  no  operations  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1898,  on  which  date  the  channel  had  a  depth  of  8.5  feet,  and  the 
maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  within  (iOO  feet  of  Spies's  mill  is  8.5 
feet. 

Commercial  statiHtics  for  1897» — Arrivals  of  vessels,  630;  tonnage, 
36,550.  Exports,  lumber  and  saw  logs,  35,250  tons;  imports,  stone, 
49,0t)0  tons. 

It  is  estimated  that  ^25,000  will  be  required  for  improvement  of  the 
harbor  and  for  maintenance  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900. 
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Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  onexpeDdecl $154.88 

July  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 122.33 

July  1, 1898, balance  unexpended 32.55 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project ....     37,  610. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Juno  30, 

1900,  including  maintenance 25,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 1 3.) 

4.  Pensaukee  Harbor^  Wisconsin, — ^The  original  depth  of  water  at  the 
month  of  Pensaukee  River  was  2  feet,  increased  by  private  enterprise 
to  from  8  to  10  feet  for  a  width  of  30  feet. 

The  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor  was  adopted  in  1883, 
and  consinted  of  the  construction  of  a  single  slab  pier  2,500  feet  long, 
in  continuation  of  the  pier  built  by  private  enterprise,  and  dredging  a 
channel  11  feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide  on  the  south  side  of  the  pier. 

The  total  amount  expended  up  to  June  30, 1898,  was  $15,000,  np  to 
which  date  the  slab  pier  had  been  extended  1,300  feet  and  a  channel  11 
feet  deep  and  25  feet  wide  had  been  dredged. 

About  400  linear  feet  of  the  outer  end  of  the  pier  was  carried  away 
by  ice  floes  March  24,  1898. 

In  April,  1897,  the  average  depth  was  about  5  feet. 

There  have  been  no  operations  during  the  fiscal  year  Ending  June 
30, 1898,  on  which  date  the  average  depth  was  about  5.5  feet,  and  the 
maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  is  5  feet. 

The  appropriation  of  $1,000  by  act  of  June  3, 1896,  it  is  believed  will 
afford  sufficient  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  pier  and  for  dredging 
during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1900. 

July  \j  1897,  balance  unexpended $1,000 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,000 

(See  Appendix  1 1  4.) 

5.  Chreen  Bay  Harbor^  Wisconsin, — The  original  channel  from  Green 
Bay  into  the  Fox  Kiver  was  circuitous  and  narrow,  with  but  11  feet  of 
water  at  its  shoalest  point.  The  original  project  for  its  improvement 
was  adopted  in  1866  and  modified  in  1872,  1874,  and  1892,  to  secure 
greater  depth,  and  provides  for  a  dredged  channel  16,600  feet  long,  200 
leet  wide,  and  17  feet  deep,  passing  through  a  revetted  cut  in  Grassy 
Island.  The  project  adopted  in  1897  provided  for  increasing  the  width 
of  entrance  at  north  end  of  channel  to  500  feet. 

The  Fox  Biver  below  Depere,  Wis.,  was  included  in  the  Green  Bay 
appropriations  of  July  13, 1892,  and  June3, 1896,  and  the  project  adopted 
in  1896  provides  for  the  same  depth  as  in  the  other  channel. 

The  total  amount  expended  up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $  347,140.12. 

At  that  date  the  channel  from  Green  Bay  into  the  Fox  Eiver  had  a 
depth  of  15  feet  with  a  least  width  of  200  feet,  and  a  depth  of  17  feet 
with  a  least  width  of  100  feet.  A  channel  in  the  Fox  River  below 
Depere,  having  a  depth  of  13  feet,  was  completed  in  1894. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  dredging  has  increased  the  width  of  the 
17-foot  channel  from  Green  Bay  into  the  Fox  River  to  from  200  to  220 
feet,  with  an  entraitice  width  of  500  feet.  Dredging  in  Fox  River  below 
Depere  increased  the  depth  to  15  feet  for  a  width  of  100  feet,  which  a 
Bnbseqnent  shoaling  reduced  to  14  feet. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898^  from  Green 
Bay  into  the  Fox  Biver,  is  16.5  feet. 
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Commercial  statistics  for  1897. — Arrivals  of  vessels,  589;  tonnage, 
239,313.  Exportfi  for  1896— flour,  19,832  tons.  Imports— coal,  170,311 
tons. 

It  is  estimated  that  $6,600  will  be  required  for  maintenance  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900. 

July  If  1897,  balance  nnexpended $25, 462. 38 

Appropriated  by  act  of  July  19,1897 5,000.00 


80, 462. 88 
Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 27, 308. 62 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 3,153.76 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project *  22, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  for  continuing  improvement 22, 000. 00 

^  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 6, 600. 00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 1  5.) 

6.  Sturgeon  Bay  and  Lake  Michigan  Ship  Oanal^  Wisconsin. — In  its 
natural  condition,  Lake  Michigan  was  separated  from  Sturgeon  Bay, 
an  arm  of  Green  Bay,  by  a  neck  of  land  about  If  miles  wide,  having  a 
maximum  elevation  above  the  lake  level  of  about  28  feet.  The  Stur- 
geon Bay  and  Lake  Michigan  Ship  Canal  and  Harbor  Company,  fiom 
1872  to  1881,  constructed  across  this  neck  a  canal  without  locks  or 
gates  7,200  feet  long,  100  feet  wide  at  water  surface,  and  14  feet  deep, 
and  in  continuation  of  the  canal  dredged  a  channel  in  Sturgeon  Bay 
6,100  feet  long  of  about  the  same  dimensions  as  the  canal.  Of  the 
14,400  linear  feet  of  canal  banks,  8,437  feet  was  provided  with  pile 
revetments.  The  United  States  assumed  possession  of  the  canal  April 
25, 1893.  The  project  of  1894  provided  for  an  extension  of  the  revet- 
ments, with  an  offset  of  30  feet  on  each  side,  for  fender  piling,  and  for 
dredging  to  obtain  a  depth  of  15  feet  The  modification  adopted  in 
1890  provided  for  a  width  of  250  feet  between  revetments  for  the  west- 
erly 1,000  feet  of  the  canal  and  for  a  channel  L'OO  feet  wide  in  the  bay; 
also  for  widening  the  entire  canal  to  160  feet  when  the  old  revetment 
required  rebuilding. 

The  total  amount  expended  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $115,749.50,  of 
which  amount  $81,833  was  for  the  purchase  of  the  canal  by  the  United 
States. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  were 
chiefly  for  extending  the  canal  revetments  1,779  feet  and  dredging  44,165 
cubic  yards  of  material.  There  remain  to  be  revetted  on  the  north 
side  of  the  canal  351  feet,  and  on  the  south  side  1,000  feet. 

The  canal  affords  a  considerable  shortening  of  distance  for  many  ves- 
sels over  the  natural  outlet  of  Green  Bay  into  Lake  Michigan,  avoids 
the  dangers  of  the  natural  route,  and  makes  Sturgeon  Bay  available 
and  accessible  as  a  harbor  of  refuge  for  vessels  on  Lake  Michigan  with 
a  draft  of  less  than  14  feet.. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 18^8,  is  14.5  feet. 

Commercial  statistics  for  1897. — Number  of  vessels  passing  through 
the  canal,  4,414;  tonnage,  1,685,981.  Bound  up,  lumber,  504,818  tons; 
bound  down,  coal,  15,785  tons. 

*Fox  dredging  Fox  River  below  Depere,  Wis. 
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July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $16,083.50 

June  30, 1898,  amoaut  expended  daring  fiscal  year J5, 517. 48 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 566.02 

July  1, 1898, outetanding  liabilities 246.60 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 319.42 


3 


{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  oompletiou  of  existing  project 63, 500. 00 
Amonnttbatcan  be  profitably  expendedin  fiscal  year  ending  Jane30, 1900    30, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 1  6.) 

7.  Operating  and  care  of  Sturgeon  Bay  and  Lake  Michigan  Ship  Canalj 
Wisconsin, — Under  an  allotment  from  the  indefinite  appropriation  of 
July  5, 1884,  for  ^'operating  and  care  of  canals  and  other  works  of  navi- 
gatioD,"  there  has  been  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1898,  915,037.58.  The  principal  work  has  been  the  renewal  and 
repairs  to  canal  revetments  and  dredging.  The  slip  near  the  eastern 
entrance  to  the  canal  was  extended  500  feet,  a  new  slip  400  feet  long  in 
front  of  the  office  completed,  a  watchhouse  at  the  westerly  end  of  the 
canal  bnilt,  474  linear  feet  of  the  north  revetment  and  1,185  linear  feet 
of  the  south  revetment  repaired ;  the  riprap  protection  along  the  harbor 
front  was  repaired  with  additional  stone;  the  grounds  adjacent  to  the 
canal  buildings  were  graded  and  the  buildings  painted;  the  pile  driver 
repaired,  and  35,944  cubic  yards  of  material  dredged  Irom  the  canal. 

About  2,700  linear  feet  of  the  revetment  is  in  a  very  dilapidated  con- 
dition and  needs  rebuilding. 

Navigation  through  the  canal  opened  April  12, 1897,  was  maintained 
until  closed  by  ice  December  22, 1897,  and  reopened  April  4, 1898.  Ko 
serious  groundings  occurred  in  the  canal  on  account  of  an  insufficient 
depth  of  water. 

The  water  reached  its  lowest  stage  for  the  year  on  January  2, 1898, 
when  it  was  5.91  feet  below  high-water  mark  of  1838,  and  its  highest 
stage  June  3, 1898,  when  it  was  3.86  feet  below  that  point. 

For  commercial  statistics,  see  report  on  Sturgeon  Bay  and  .Lake 
Michigan  Ship  Ganal,  Wisconsin. 

(See  Appendix  1 1  7.) 

6.  Sturgeon  Bay  Canal  harbor  of  refugcj  Wisconsin, — Before  the  con- 
struction of  this  harbor  was  undertaken  the  Lake  Michigan  entrance 
to  the  Sturgeon  Bay  and  Lake  Michigan  Ship  Canal  was  entirely  unpro- 
tected from  storms  from  northeast  to  southwest. 

The  project  of  constructing  a  harbor  of  refuge  at  this  point  was 
adopted  in  1873,  and  modified  in  1879  and  1880.  The  modified  project, 
as  carried  out  and  completed  in  1884.  consists  of  two  piers,  each  1,344 
feet  long,  850  feet  apart  at  the  shore  line,  protecting  the  lake  entrance 
of  the  canal,  and  converging  so  as  to  make  the  harbor  entrance  335 
feet  wide,  inclosing  an  area  of  about  10  acres,  with  a  depth  of  at  least 
17  feet 

The  total  expenditure  at  this  harbor  up  to  June  30,  1897,  was 
$179,199.20.  This  expenditure  resulted  in  the  completion  of  the  piers 
as  projected,  and  in  a  dredged  channel  17  feet  deep  and  150  feet  wide 
from  the  17-foot  contour  in  Lake  Michigan  to  tlie  canal  entrance. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  have 
been  for  repairs  to  the  piers,  redredging,  and  repairs  to  the  dredging 
plant. 

The  commercial  statistics  for  this  harbor  will  be  found  in  report  on 
Btorgeon  Bay  and  Lake  Michigan  Ship  Canal. 
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On  March  20,  1898,  there  was  a  channel  17.6  feet  deep,  180  feet  wide 
at  the  harbor  entrance,  and  80  feet  wide  at  the  entrance  of  the  canal. 

The  maximam  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30,  1898,  is  17  feet. 

It  is  estimated  that  $5,500  will  be  required  for  maintenance  daring 
fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1900. 

July  ly  18d7,  balance  unexpended $3,983.30 

June  30,  IS9S,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2, 688. 35 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,294.95 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 137.16 


July  Ij  1898,  balance  available 1,157.79 


{Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 5,500.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 1  8.) 

9.  Ahnapee  Harbor,  Wisconsin. — Previoas  to  the  improvement  of  this 
harbor  the  depth  of  water  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ahnapee  River  was  only 
3  feet. 

The  project  of  improvement  adopted  in  1875,  and  modified  in  1884, 
provided  for  the  formation  of  a  small  artificial  harbor,  connected  with 
the  lake  by  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  13  feet  deep,  formed  by  tlie 
constraction  of  two  piers  extending  to  the  19-foot  contour,  with  a  200- 
foot  entrance  channel  between  the  pierheads. 

By  a  modification  of  project  adopted  in  1897  further  extension  of  the 
piers  was  abandoned. 

The  total  amount  expended  up  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $176,240.18, 
resulting  in  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  two  piers — the  north 
one  1,102  feet  long,  and  the  south  one  l,ll'5  feet — and  225.6  linear  feet 
of  guide  piling;  in  the  removal  of  30,528  5abic  yards  of  rock  and 
147,643  cubic  yards  of  sand  and  gravel. 

In  April,  1897,  there  was  a  channel  12  feet  deep,  with  a  least  width  of 
75  fe^t.  Dredging  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year  has  increased  the 
depth  in  the  channel  to  13  feet.  The  average  depth  in  the  basin  is 
about  10  feet. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  in  the  channel,  June  30, 1898, 
is  12.5  feet. 

Commercial  statistics  for  1897. — ArrWals  of  vessels,  716;  tonnage, 
472,642.  The  exports  and  imports,  as  reported  for  181^7,  are  23,561^  and 
10,285f  tons,  respectively,  by  all  ways  of  transportation,  their  approxi- 
mate values  being  $1,120,380  and  $986,386. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $6,979.82 

Jnne  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 2, 293. 65 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 4,686.17 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 13, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  beprolitably  expended  in  tiscal  year  ending  June  30,1900    13,  000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1806  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 1  9.) 

10.  Kewaunee  Harbor,  Wisconsin. — The  original  entrance  to  the 
Kewaunee  River  was  not  more  than  20  feet  wide,  with  a  depth  of  about 
3  feet  at  its  shoalest  point,  and  was  obstructed  by  submerged  bowlders. 

The  project  for  its  improvement,  adopted  in  1881,  provided  for  an 
artWcidl  entrance  channel  15  feet  deep^  located  about  2,000  feet  south 
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of  the  river  mouth,  protected  by  two  parallel  piers  200  feet  apart, 
extending  from  the  shore  to  the  19-foot  contour  in  the  lake. 

The  total  amount  expended  on  this  harbor  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1897,  was  tl29,6d2.67,  in  addition  to  which  the 
local  harbor  commissioners  had  expended  $8,042.72.  At  that  time 
1,700  feet  of  the  north  pier  and  1,625  feet  of  the  south  pier  had  been 
constructed,  and  there  was  a  depth  in  the  channel  of  15  feet,  with  a 
least  width  of  95  feet.  In  April,  1898,  there  was  a  channel  15  feet  deep 
with  a  least  width  of  100  feet. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30,  1898,  is  14.5  feet. 

During  the  past  tisciil  year  both  piers  have  been  extended  to  the  full 
projected  length,  and  the  channel  has  been  dredged,  thus  completing 
the  present  project. 

Commercial  statistics  far  1897. — Arrivals  of  vessels,  925;  tonnage, 
476,187.  By  way  of  harbor:  Total  approximate  value  of  exports, 
$6,964,600;  of  imports,  $4,142,765. 

It  is  estimated  that  $8,800  will  be  required  for  maintenance  during 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  anexpended $20,331.33 

Jane  30,  ISSKB,  amoiint  expended  during  fiscal  year 20, 109. 66 

Jnly  1,  1898,  balanoe  unexpended 221.67 

{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 8, 800. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 1 10.) 

11.  Two  Rivers  Harbor^  Wisconsin. — ^The  original  depth  of  the  entrance 
to  Twin  Rivers  was  from  3  to  4  feet.  The  project  adopted  in  1870  pro- 
vided for  a  13-foot  channel  between  parallel  piers  270  feet  apart,  extend- 
ing from  the  shore  line  to  the  19-foot  contour  in  Lake  Michigan.  In 
1875  the  distance  between  the  piers  was  reduced  40  feet.  In  1897  the 
project  was  modified  by  abandoning  any  further  extension  of  the  piers. 

The  amount  expended  thereon  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Jane  30,  1897,  was  t214,237.49. 

At  that  date  the  depth  in  the  channel  was  13  feet,  with  a  width  of  150 
feet. 

In  May,  1898,  there  was  a  channel  13  feet  deep  with  a  width  at  entrance 
of  75  feet.  A  bar  with  a  least  depth  of  about  10  feet  over  it  had  formed 
at  the  entrance. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  is  12.5  feet. 

The  superstructure  of  the  pile  piers  is  in  a  dilapidated  condition,  and 
the  sheet  piling  does  not  prevent  the  passage  of  sand  through  the  piers 
into  the  channel. 

Commercial  statistics  for  1897. — Arrivals  of  vesels,  1,664;  tonnage, 
255,713;  exports,  10,919  tons;  imports,  51,280.5  tons. 

It  is  estimated  that  $10,000  will  be  required  for  maintenance  during 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $262.51 

Jane  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 42. 78 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 219.73 

1  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  witn  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 1 11.) 
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12.  Manitowoc  Harbor^  Wisconsin. — ^The  original  depth  of  water  at  tbe 
moath  of  the  Manitowoc  Biver  was  about  4  feet  at  the  shoalest  point. 
The  original  project,  adopted  in  1852,  provided  for  a  channel  13  feet 
deep  between  parallel  piers  220  feet  apart,  and  was  completed  in  1871. 
In  1881  a  modification  was  adopted  to  secure  19  feet  at  the  entrance  and 
15  feet  at  the  shore  line  by  pier  extension  and  dredging,  and  was  com- 
pleted in  1889.  In  1890  a  project  was  adopted  for  an  exterior  break- 
water 400  feet  long  to  aftbrd  protection  to  vessels  entering  the  harbor 
during  northeast  storms.  In  1896  a  project  was  adopted  for  a  channel 
20  feet  deep  by  extending  the  south  pier  and  by  dredging.  The  amount 
expended  thereon  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897, 
was  $355,381.93. 

At  that  date  the  exterior  breakwater  was  completed  and  the  project 
of  1896  was  under  construction.  Soundings  taken  May,  1897,  showed 
a  channel  18  feet  deep  with  a  width  of  about  110  feet  In  June,  1898, 
it  was  20  feet  deep  and  160  feet  wide. 

The  maximum  drafb  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  is  19.5  feet. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  south  pier  has  been  extended  500  feet 
and  the  channel  dredged  to  a  depth  of  20  feet,  thus  completing  the 
present  project. 

Commercial  statistics  for  1897. — Arrivals  of  vessels,  1,677;  tonnage, 
2,121,615.  Total  approximate  value  of  imports  by  way  of  harbor, 
$3,000,000;  exports,  $6,600,000. 

Amount  estimated  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900,  for  mainte- 
nance is  $3,300. 

Joly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $45,098.57 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 39,  111.  85 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 5,986.72 

{Araonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 3, 300. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 1 12.) 

13.  Sheboygan  Harbor^  Wisconsin. — ^The  entrance  to  this  harbor  had 
originally  a  depth  not  exceeding  7  feet.  The  original  project,  adopted 
in  1866,  had  for  its  object  a  13foot  channel  between  approximately 
parallel  piers.  This  project  was  modified  in  1873  to  secure  a  deeper 
channel,  and  in  1881  by  extending  the  piers  to  the  21-foot  contour  in 
the  lake  and  dredging  to  a  depth  of  19  feet  at  the  outer  ends,  gradually 
diminishing  to  15  feet  at  their  shore  ends.  In  1894  the  project  was 
modified  to  provide  for  a  uniform  width  between  the  piers  by  recon- 
structing about  1,200  linear  feet  of  the  inner  end  of  the  south  pier  and 
removing  the  old  pier,  by  dredging,  etc. 

The  amount  expended  thereon  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1897,  was  t382,049.43. 

At  that  date  there  remained  about  100  feet  of  each  pier  to  be  built; 
1,000  feet  of  the  new  pile  pier  had  been  built,  and  some  dredging  done 
in  the  channel.  In  May,  1897,  there  was  a  channel  19  teet  deep  with  a 
least  width  of  70  feet. 

On  June  30, 1898,  there  was  a  channel  19  feet  deep  with  a  least  width 
of  80  feet. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  is  18.5  feet. 

During  the  fiscal  year  the  new  pile  pier  has  been  completed,  the  old 
pier  removed,  and  the  channel  wideneid. 
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Commercial  statistics  for  1897. — Arrivals  of  vessels,  1,093;  tonnafire, 
580,980.  By  all  ways  of  transpcfrtatiou :  Exports,  furniture,  18,000 
tons;  imports,  coal,  290,000  tons. 

Amount  estimated  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1900,  for  improve- 
ment of  the  harbor  and  for  maintenance  is  $20,000. 

Julyl,  1897,  balance  nDexpended $12,399.48 

J  une  ^y  l^iS,  amoant  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 9, 153. 51 


July  ly  1898,  balance  unexpended 3,245.97 


f  Amoant  (estimated)  reqaired  for  completion  of  existing  project 26, 600. 00 

(Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  liscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 
1900,  including  maintenance 20, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1H66  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 1 13.) 

14.  Port  Washington  Harbor^  Wisconsin. — The  natural  channel  at  the 
n)outhof  the  Sauk  River  was  narrow,  and  at  the  shoalest  point  had  a 
depth  of  1  foot. 

The  original  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor  was  adopted 
in  1869,  and  provide<l  for  two  parallel  piers  extending  to  11  feet  of 
water  in  Lake  Michigan  and  the  excavation  of  an  interior  basin.  This 
plan  was  modified  in  1870  and  again  in  1876,  and  now  provides  for 
the  excavation  of  two  interior  basins  with  a  combined  area  of  5f  acres 
and  a  depth  of  13  feet  and  a  channel  of  the  same  depth  connecting  the 
basins  with  the  lake  between  piers  extending  to  the  15-foot  contour. 

The  amount  expended  thereon  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30, 1897,  was  $191,377.58. 

The  piers  were  completed  in  1893  and  the  channel  and  basins  had 
been  excavated  to  their  required  depth.  In  May,  1897,  the  governing 
depth  was  12  feet.    May,  1898,  the  governing  depth  was  also  12  feet. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  is  11.5  feet. 

During  the  fiscal  year  the  superstructure  of  the  piers  has  been  partly 
rebuilt  and  needed  repairs  made. 

Commercial  statistics  for  1897. — Arrivals  of  vessels,  1,088;  tonnage, 
87,300;  value  of  exports  and  imports  by  way  of  the  harbor,  $1,260,000 
and  $1,132,000,  respectively. 

It  is  estimated  that  $4,400  will  be  required  for  maintenance  during 
tbe  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $3, 158.92 

June  90, 18^,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 1, 533. 97 


July  1,  1898,  balance  anexpended 1,624.95 


'Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 

J      1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 4, 400. 00 

'*'  Snbmitted  in  compliance  witn  rcqnirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  snndry  civil  act  of  Jane  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 1 14.) 

15.  Harbor  of  refuge^  Milwaukee^  Wi^. — ^Milwaukee  Bay,  in  which  the 
harbor  of  refuge  is  located,  is  protected  by  the  coast  from  storms  from 
all  directions  except  from  northeasterly  to  southeasterly,  and,  while 
the  anchorage  ground  was  good,  vessels  were  in  danger  of  dragging 
their  anchors  or  of  failing  to  effect  an  anchorage  at  the  proper  place. 
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A  Board  of  Eng^ineers,  in  its  report  dated  April  21, 1881,  recomrnended 
a  plan  for  a  breakwater  to  inclose  a  portion  of  the  bay  417  acres  in 
extent,  beyond  the  19-foot  contour,  and  about  twice  tliat  area  beyond 
the  13-foot  contour.  Work  began  in  1881,  and  up  to  June  .^»0,  1897, 
there  had  been  expended  $020,314.44,  resulting  in  the  completion  of 
4,050  feet  of  substructure  and  4,150  feet  of  superstructure  and  exten- 
sive repairs.  The  harbor  is  now  used  to  a  considerable  extent  as  a 
shelter  from  easterly  storms,  and  its  value  will  rapidly  increase  as  the 
breakwater  is  extended. 

Under  the  contract  of  January  13,  1897,  the  breakwater  has  been 
extended  1,500  feet  during  the  fiscal  year.  Kecessary  repairs  have 
been  made. 

While  the  completion  of  the  work  permitted  by  the  appropriation  in 
the  sundry  civil  act  approved  June  4,  1897,  will  furnish  a  breakwater 
wnich  will  be  of  much  benefit  to  commerce,  there  will  be  required  fur- 
ther appropriations  of  about  $155,050  to  fully  complete  it  in  accordance 
with  modified  plans  and  which  the  interests  of  commerce  will  justify. 
An  estimate  of  this  amount  is  presented  for  the  consideration  of 
Congress. 

The  commercial  statistics  are  the  same  as  for  Milwaukee  Harbor. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $173,685.56 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 133, 749. 12 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 39,936.44 

July  1,  1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 34, 616. 09 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 5,320.35 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 155, 650. 00 
Anionnttbatcanbeprotiti^blyexpendediutiscalyearendiDg June 30, 1900    75,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  witb  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
barbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 1 15.) 

16.  Milwaukee  Harbor^  VViBconsin. — ^The  original  depth  of  water  at 
the  mouth  of  Milwaukee  River  was  not  more  than  4^  feet.  The  original 
project,  adopted  in  1852,  provided  for  a  channel  13  feet  deep  between 
parallel  x)iers  located  about  3,000  feet  north  of  the  natural  mouth  of 
the  river.  In  1868  this  project  was  modified  to  secure  a  channel  19  feet 
deep  by  extension  of  piers  and  dredging. 

The  amount  expended  thereon  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1897,  was  $351,608.49. 

The  harbor  piers  were  completed  to  their  projected  length  in  1872. 

In  April,  1897,  there  was  a  channel  between  the  piers  130  feet  wide 
and  19  feet  deep. 

In  May,  1898,  there  was  a  channel  19  feet  deep,  with  a  least  width  of 
90  feet. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  is  18.5  feet. 

The  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor  is  completed.  Bepairs 
to  piers  are  greatly  needed. 

Commercial  statistics  for  1897. — Arrivals  of  vessels,  5,983;  tonnage, 
4,657,539. 

Of  the  harbors  on  Lake  Michigan  this  is  the  second  in  importance. 
It  is  estimated  that  1 14,000  will  be  requu-ed  for  maintenance  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900. 
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July  1, 1897,  balance  onexpended $1,816.87 

June  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 632. 79 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,184.08 

{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 14, 000. 00 
Sobmitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1^66  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1^7. 

(See  Appendix  1 1 16.) 

17n  South  Milwaukee  Harbor ^  WiscoTisin. — The  entrance  to  this  har- 
bor originally  varied  in  depth  from  absolute  closure  to  about  3  feet. 
The  project  of  improvement  adopted  in  1896  provides  for  a  channel  18 
feet  deep,  200  feet  wide,  between  parallel  piers,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
•1:^,000. 

The  amount  expended  thereon  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1897,  was  $35.89. 

At  that  date  no  extension  had  been  made  to  the  piers  built  by  pri- 
vate parties,  which  are  of  very  poor  construction  and  of  no  use  to  com- 
merce in  their  present  condition.  In  April,  1897,  there  was  a  channel 
depth  varying  from  9  feet  to  nearly  absolute  closure. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  north  pier  has  been  extended  185  feet. 
The  improvement  of  this  harbor  is  not  yet  far  enough  advanced  to  make 
it  of  any  value  for  purposes  of  navigation  and  commerce. 

Commercial  statistics. — There  are  no  available  statistics  of  arrivals 
and  departures  of  vessels.  Exports  and  imports  by  all  ways  of  trans- 
portation. Exports:  Tons,  16,153 ^  value,  $1,105,000.  Imports:  Tons, 
110,837;  value,  $1,138,878. 

July  1, 1S97,  balance  unexpended $4,964.11 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4,685.30 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 278.81 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 133,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867. 

(See  Api)endix  1 1 17.) 

18.  Racine  Harbor^  Wisconsin, — The  entrance  to  this  harbor  origi- 
nally varied  in  depth  from  absolute  closure  after  storms  to  about  7  feet. 
The  original  project  in  1842  or  1843  provided  for  a  channel  13  feet  deep 
between  parallel  piers.  In  18(>6  the  project  was  modified  to  provide  a 
channel  16  feet  deep,  and  further  modified  in  1889  for  17  feet  by  pier 
extension  and  dredging. 

The  amount  expended  thereon  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30, 1897,  wns  $320,814.01. 

At  that  date  both  piers  weie  of  their  projected  length.  In  December, 
1896,  there  was  a  channel  17  feet  deep. 

In  April,  1898,  there  was  a  channel  15  feet  deep,  with  a  least  width 
of  60  feet. 
The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  is  14.5  feet. 
A  small  amount  of  dredging  was  done  in  November,  1897,  and  minor 
repairs  have  been  made  to  the  piers.  The  piers  permit  the  passage  of 
sand  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  it  nearly  impossible  to  maintain  a 
channel  17  feet  deep. 

Commercial  statistics  for  1897. — Arrivals  of  vessels,  1,707;  tonnage, 
1,115,637.  By  all  ways  of  transportation :  Exports,  331,839  tons;  approx- 
imate value,  $11,421,930.60.  Imports:  Coal,133,178  tons.  Totalapprox- 
imate  value  of  imports,  $6,631,786.89. 
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It  is  estimated  that  $12,865  will  be  reqaired  for  maintenance  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1900. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  anexpended $14,970.99 

June  30,  1S9S,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 14, 749. 88 

July  1  1898,  balance  unexpended 221.11 


< 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 13, 435. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  for  continuing  improvement 13, 435. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 12,865.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 1 18.) 

19,  Kenosha  Harbor j  Wisconsin. — ^The  original  depth  of  water  at  the 
month  of  Pike  Creek  varied  from  nothing  to  4  feet.  The  original  plan 
of  improvement  was  adopted  in  1852  and  had  for  its  object  a  clianuel  13 
feet  deep,  to  be  secured  by  constructing  parallel  piers  and  dredging 
between  them.  In  1889  the  project  was  modified  to  secure  16  feet  by 
pier  extension  and  dredging.  The  river  and  harbor  acts  of  September 
19, 1890,  and  June  3, 1896,  required  dredging  in  the  basin  just  inside 
the  harbor  piers. 

The  amount  expended  thereon  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1897,  was  $281,016.90. 

At  that  date  there  remained  to  be  constructed  150  linear  feet  of  north 
pier  and  250  linear  feet  of  south  pier,  and  there  was  a  channel  16  feet 
deep  with  a  least  width  of  100  feet,  and  a  depth  of  15  feet  over  an  area 
of  about  3  acres  in  the  basin. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  south  pier  has  been  extended  250  feet, 
the  full  length  contemplated.    Repairs  have  been  made  to  the  piers. 

Soundings  taken  in  April,  1898,  showed  a  channel  16  feet  deep  with  a 
least  width  of  about  70  feet,  and  a  depth  of  15  feet  in  the  basin. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30,  1898,  is  15.5  feet. 

Commercial  statistics  for  1897. — ^Arrivals  of  vessels,  278;  tonnage, 
44,400.  The  approximate  exports  and  imports  by  all  ways  of  transpor- 
tation, as  reported  by  Mr.  H.  S.  Van  Ingen,  were:  Exports,  69,896  tons; 
value,  $15,000,000.    Imports,  242,556  tons;  vahie,  $10,000,000. 

It  is  estimated  that  $15,250  will  be  required  for  maintenance  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $18,290.51 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 16, 702. 53 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1, 587. 98 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 9, 750. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  for  continuing  improvement 9, 750. 00 

^  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 

1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 15, 250. 00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  reouirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  ana  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jnne  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 1 19.) 

20.  Waukegan  Harbor^  Illinois. — There  was  no  navigable  channel  or 
natural  harbor  at  this  place.  The  project  of  improvement,  adopted  in 
1880,  had  for  its  object  the  construction  of  an  artificial  harbor  of  suffi- 
cient capacity  for  local  trade  by  inclosing  a  portion  oC  Lake  Michigan 
with  pile  pierS|  the  entrance  channel  and  inclosed  area  to  be  dredged 
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to  13  feet.  In  1882  this  project  was  modified  by  reducing  the  area  of 
the  exterior  ba^in,  and  by  obtaining  the  additional  space  needed  by 
dredging  an  interior  basin  connected  by  a  narrow  channel  with  the 
exterior  basin.  It  has  become  necessary  to  abandon  the  interior  basin 
becaase  the  land  required  was  not  secured  for  the  purpose,  and  it  is 
now  practically  impossible  to  secure  possession.  The  present  project 
provides  for  a  basin  300  feet  wide  and  967  feet  long. 

The  amount  expended  thereon  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing Jane  30, 1898,  was  1 198,524.24. 

At  that  date  both  piers  had  been  completed  to  their  projected  length, 
and  in  April,  1897,  there  was  a  depth  in  the  channel,  and  over  about 
three- fourths  of  the  basin,  of  13  feet. 

Dredging  under  contract  during  the  past  fiscal  year  extended  this 
depth  over  nearly  the  entire  basin.  Dredging  now  in  progress  by  the 
city  of  Waukegan  will  increase  the  depth  to  18  feet  for  a  width  of  60 
feet. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30,  1898,  is  12.5  feet. 

The  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor  is  completed.  Repairs 
to  piers  are  now  in  progress. 

Commercial  statistics  for  1897. — Exports,  total  tons,  194,410;  imports, 
total  tons,  351,294.5. 

It  is  estimated  that  $5,500  will  be  required  for  maintenance  during 
tbe  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1900. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  iiDexpended $16, 475. 76 

June  SO,  1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 14, 499. 51 

Jnly  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 1, 976. 25 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 12.25 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 1,964.00 

{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improyement 5,500.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  snndry  civil  act  of  Jane  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 1  20.) 

21.  Fox  River  J  Wisconsin. — ^The  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  separated 
at  Portage  City,  Wis.,  by  a  distance  of  only  2  miles,  one  flowing  into 
Lake  Michigan,  the  other  into  the  Mississippi  Biver,  were  the  early 
means  of  communication  between  those  waters.  In  1846  Congress 
granted  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  a  quantity  of  land  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  the  navigation  of  this  route.  By  means  of  a  board  of 
public  works  the  State  began  and  carried  on  the  improvement  until 
1853,  when  it  was  transferred  to  a  private  company.  In  1872  the 
United  States  acquired  possession  of  the  property,  with  the  exception 
of  the  water  power,  water-power  lots,  and  personal  property.  The 
earliest  project,  that  of  1848,  called  for  canals  40  feet  wide  at  bottom 
and  4  feet  deep,  with  locks  125  feet  long  and  30  feet  wide.  This  project 
was  enlarged  subsequently.  The  present  project  is  that  of  a  Board  of 
Engineers,  submitted  September  17,  1884,  and  modified  May  14,  1886. 
It  provides  for  deepening  and  widening  the  channel  of  the  Fox  River 
from  Moiitello  to  Green  Bay  to  6  feet  depth  and  100  feet  width,  and 
from  Portage  to  Montello  to  4  feet  depth,  and  for  the  renovation  of  12 
old  locks. 

The  amount  expended  on  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers  from  1867  to 
the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^  1897,  including  $145,000 


398    REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS,  U.  8.  ARMT. 

paid  to  the  Green  Bay  and  Mississippi  Canal  Company  for  its  property, 
was  $3,035,653.57,  of  which  amount  $370,653.57  was  appropriated 
solely  for  and  expended  solely  upon  the  Fox  River  since  1885. 

The  result  of  this  expenditure  upon  the  Fox  Eiver  was  the  constrac- 
tiou  of  14  new  stone  locks;  15  dams,  one  of  which  is  temporary  but 
now  being  built  permanent;  12  canals;  a  head  wall  and  feeder  at  the 
old  first  lock  at  Appleton ;  a  lock  house  and  warehouse  at  Appletou 
first  lock;  awing  dam  and  brush  and  stone  shore  protection  to  the 
Portage  levee;  a  masonry  wasteweir  and  culvert  at  head  of  combined 
locks;  guard  gates  at  head  of  Kaukauna  Canal;  also  rebuilding  canal 
banks  at  Kaukauna,  wing  walls  at  Kaukauna  fourth  lock,  and  1,237 
linear  feet  of  cement-laid  rubble-core  wall  in  canal  banks  of  fourth  and 
fifth  levels.  A  channel  75  feet  wide  and  450  feet  long  has  been  secured 
by  blasting  and  drilling  the  rock  bar  below  Depere  Lock  from  4  to  12 
inches  below  the  top  of  the  lower  miter  sill.  Channel  below  Depere 
has  been  excavated  to  12J  feet  depth  for  a  width  of  from  50  to  60  feet, 
and  channels  deepened  at  mouth  of  Fond  du  Lac  River,  Neenah  Chan- 
nel, Fox  Kiver  at  head  of  Lake  Butte  des  Morts,  Grignon  liapids, 
below  Little  Chute  and  Kapide  Croche  locks,  and  in  the  canals  and 
Upper  Fox  River.  Masonry  outlet  to  wasteweir  at  Kaukauna  second 
lock,  a  roadway  upon  United  States  property  at  Appleton  first  lock, 
and  fishways  in  the  Eureka,  Berlin,  and  White  River  dams  have  been 
constructed. 

The  improvement  of  the  Wisconsin  River  was  abandoned  in  1887. 

The  full  depth  of  6  feet  was  obtained  from  Oshkosh  to  Dei)ere,  with 
the  exception  of  the  lower  sill  of  the  Menasha  Lock,  which  has  but  4 
feet  6  inches  over  it  at  a  low  stage  in  the  river;  upon  the  Upper  Fox 
the  projected  depth  has  not  yet  been  obtained. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  were 
for  Princeton  crib  dam  and  fishway,  and  removing  old  dam;  commenc- 
ing a  permanent  crib  dam  at  Grand  River  and  removing  old  dam;  for 
a  harbor  of  refuge  at  Stockbridge  Landing;  dredging  and  removing 
snags,  etc.,  from  Wolf  River;  building  a  new  70-foot  scow;  repairing 
boats  and  dredges;  dredging  channel  below  Kaukauna  fifth  and  Rapide 
Croche  locks  and  canal  above  Rapide  Croche  and  Appleton  second 
locks;  commencing  boring  of  wells  at  Appleton  first  and  Kaukauna 
second  locks. 

The  relative  value  of  the  commerce  involved  and  the  cost  of  the 
improvement  can  not  be  estimated. 

Its  principal  effect  so  far  has  been  to  cause  considerable  reduction  in 
freight  rates  to  points  in  the  Fox  River  Valley. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  at  mean  low 
water,  over  the  shoalest  part  of  the  improvement  is  from  Depere  to 
Oshkosh,  6  feet,  except  at  Menasha  Lock,  where  it  is  4^  feet;  from 
Oshkosh  to  Berlin,  5  feet;  irom  Berlin  to  Montello,  4  feet,  and  from 
Montello  to  Portage,  3  feet. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  directed  that  a  thorough 
investigation  of  the  character,  limitations,  and  description  of  the  prop- 
erty and  rights  of  the  United  States  in  connection  with  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers  be  made  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  War.  The  investigation  wa«  made  by  Hon.  Edwd.  S. 
Bragg  and  report  on  the  subject  was  submitted  by  him  February  15, 
1898.  The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House 
Doc.  No.  389,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  It  is  also  submitted 
herewith  as  part  of  Appendix  1 1  21. 
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July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $35, 596. 43 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  \  ciir 23, 086. 19 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 12,510.24 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 1,240.64 

Julyl,  1898,  balance  available 11,269.60 

•  - 

{Amount  Cestimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 180, 866. 48 
Amount  that  can  be  proti  tably  expended  in  fiscal  year  en«l  i  ng  J  une  30, 1900    50, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  1 1 21.) 

22.  Operating  and  care  of  locJcs  and  dams  on  Fox  River j  Wisconsin, — 
Under  an  allotment  from  the  indefinite  appropriation  for  '< operating 
and  care  of  canals  and  other  works  of  navigation,"  there  has  been 
expended  dnring  the  year  ending  Jane  30, 1898,  the  sum  of  $62,597,03. 
The  principal  work  has  been  rebuilding  the  Kaukauna  fifth  lock  and 
wasteweir;  backing  Depere  Lock  and  completing  retaining  wall  at 
Depere  Dam:  completing  repairs  to  Little  Kaukauna  Dam;  backing 
Bapide  Croche  and  Little  Chute  dams  and  building  needle  houses  for 
same;  at  Kaukauna,  repairing  lock  and  dam  and  fencing  United  States 
property;  building  core  wall  at  Little  Chute  first  lock;  backing  Cedars 
Dam;  at  Appletoti,  repairing  Taintor  gates  of  lower  and  upper  dams, 
wasteweir  at  third  lock,  and  building  addition  and  repairing  third  lock 
house,  repairing  second  lock,  and  fencing  United  States  property  at 
first  lock;  repairing  Menasha  and  Eureka  locks  and  backing  Eureka 
Dam;  at  Berlin,  repairing  lock  and  building  warehouse,  timber  shed, 
and  repair  shop;  repairing  White  Biver,  Princeton,  and  Grand  Biver 
locks;  repairing  Montello  and  Governor  Bend  dams  and  Fort  Winne- 
bago Lock;  repairing  canal  revetment  of  Portage  Canal;  repairing 
boats  and  dredges;  dredging  bars  of  Upper  and  Lower  Fox  and  mak- 
ing incidental  repairs  to  locks,  dams,  and  canal  banks  and  surveys. 
A  detailed  statement,  appended  to  the  report  of  the  local  engineer 
officer  in  charge,  shows  the  items  of  expenditure. 

Navigation  was  closed  November  23,  1897,  and  reopened  April  8, 
1898,  on  the  Upper  Fox  and  Wolf,  and  April  12, 1898,  on  the  Lower 
Fox  Biver.  The  water  in  Lake  Winnebago  and  the  Lower  Fox  has 
been  well  maintained  at  the  crests  of  the  dams  throughout  the  year, 
with  the  exception  of  Lake  Winnebago  from  October  28,  1897,  to 
!March  24, 1898,  drawn  down  by  the  mills  by  permission  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

For  commercial  statistics,  see  report  on  Fox  Biver,  Wisconsin. 

(See  Appendix  1 1  22.) 

Captain  Zinn  was  also  charged  with  the  duty  of  making  a  survey  of 
Sheboygan  Harbor^  Wisconsin,  and  report  of  the  results  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  Congress  at  its  next  session. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CHICAGO  AND  CALUMET  HARBORS  AND  CHICAGO 
AND  ILLINOIS  RIVERS,  ILLINOIS,  AND  CALUMET  RIVER,  ILLINOIS  AND 
INDIANA;  ILLINOIS  AND  MISSISSIPPI  CANAL. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  W.  L.  Marshall,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  having  under  his  immediate  orders  Capt.  Henry  Jervey, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  to  April  14, 1898.  Division  Engineer,  Col.  J.  W. 
Barlow,  Corps  of  Engineers. 
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i.  Chicago  Harbor,  Illinois. — The  present  project  was  adopted  in  1870 
and  modified  in  1878,  and  contemplated — 

{a)  The  formation  of  an  outer  harbor  or  basin  by  inclosing  a  portion 
of  Lake  Michi«?an  just  south  of  the  entrance  to  Chicago  River  by  break- 
waters, and  dredging  the  same,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  harbor 
facilities  of  Cbicago. 

(b)  The  construction  of  an  exterior  breakwater  in  deep  water  in  Lake 
Michigan  north  of  *the  entrance  to  Chicago  River  and  about  1  mile  dis- 
tant therefrom,  to  shelter  the  approaches  to  the  river  and  enter  harbor 
and  to  form  a  harbor  of  refuge  near  the  sonthern  end  of  Lake  Michigan. 

(c)  To  keep  the  entrance  to  Chicago  River  dredged  for  the  passage  of 
vessels  navigating  Chicago  River  as  far  as  to  the  original  shore  line  ot 
Lake  Michigan,  at  or  near  Rush  Street  Bridge. 

This  project  was  extended  to  include  the  improvement  of  Chicago 
River  for  vessels  drawing  10  feet  of  water,  by  the  river  and  harbor  act 
of  June  3,  1896,  which  extended  project  is  now  reported  separately. 

There  has  been  expended  upon  this  project  up  to  June  30,  1898, 
91,801,233.90,  including  $25,000  allotted  from  the  appropriation  oi 
Angust  18, 1894,  for  dredging  Chicago  River,  of  which  amount  $3,046.70 
was  expended  for  dredging  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  Rush  Street 
Bridge,  and  $21,354.30  applied  to  dredging  the  river  from  its  mouth  to 
the  Stock  Yards,  on  South  Branch,  and  to  Belmont  avenue,  on  the  North 
Branch. 

Originally  the  mouth  of  Chicago  River  was  obstructed  by  a  sand  bar, 
across  which  a  varying  depth  of  water  existed,  suitable  for  light-draft 
navigation.  The  piers  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  have  been  projected 
beyond  this  bar,  and  at  present  there  exists  a  channel  sufficient  for 
vessels  drawing  17  feet  of  water. 

All  of  the  work  under  the  projects  of  1870-1878  has  been  done,  except 
dredging  the  outer  basin;  and  the  piers,  breakwaters,  and  channel  have 
been  maintained  in  good  order. 

The  piers  at  the  entrance  to  Chicago  River,  the  exterior  breakwater, 
and  the  breakwaters  of  the  outer  basin  are  now  in  excellent  condition, 
except  about  500  linear  feet  of  superstructure  over  the  southerly  break- 
water, outer  basin,  which  will  soon  need  rebuilding.  Some  stone  filling 
is  also  needed  in  this  breakwater. 

All  of  the  old  piers  near  the  mouth  of  Chicago  River  now  within  the 
shore  line  have  been  practically  abandoned  by  the  United  States  as 
forming  part  of  the  bulkheads  or  wharves  of  Chicago  River,  except  that 
portion  of  the  south  pier  forming  the  north  limit  of  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad  Docks. 

The  outer  basin  continues  to  fill  in,  and  in  its  present  condition  is 
nseless  as  a  roadstead  except  for  small  vessels  drawing  less  than  12 
feet  of  water. 

To  give  in  this  basin  a  depth  of  18  feet  below  Chicago  city  datum,  or 
20  feet  below  the  mean  level  of  Lake  Michigan,  2,058,000  cubic  yards  of 
dredging  is  required. 

It  would  be  now  advantageous  to  do  this  work. 

A  bulkhead  has  been  constructed  by  the  local  authorities  along  the 
dock  line  in  the  outer  harbor;  and  the  area  between  this  dock  line  and 
the  shore  line,  except  a  small  yacht  basin  at  the  southern  end  of  the 
harbor,  is  now  being  filled  in  for  a  public  park. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $10,058.99 

July  30,  1898,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 662. 19 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 9,396.20 

(See  Appendix  J  J 1.) 
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2.  Chicago  Riverj  Illinois. — This  river,  as  far  as  its  navigable  water 
extends,  is  entirely  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  111.  Origi- 
ually  a  sluggish  stream,  navigable  for  vessels  that  could  pass  the  bar  at 
its  month,  it  is  now  one  of  the  most  important  commercial  or  navigable 
nontidal  waters  of  its  length  in  the  world.  Prior  to  the  act  of  June 
3, 1896y  no  work  had  been  done  for  the  improvement  of  its  navigation 
by  the  United  States.  The  present  project,  inaugurated  by  Congress 
nnder  the  act  of  June  3, 1896,  as  modified  by  the  act  of  June  4, 1897, 
contemplates  the  improvement  of  the  river  by  dredging  and  minor 
changes  in  docks  and  dock  lines  to  admit  passage  by  vessels  drawing 
IG  feet  of  water. 

The  depth  adopted  and  authorized  has  been  absolutely  determined 
by  the  crown  of  the  Washington  and  La  Salle  street  tunnels,  beyond 
which  depth  it  is  ag^in  limited  to  18  feet  by  the  Van  Buren  Street 
Tunnel. 

The  dimensions  of  vessels,  other  than  depth  of  hold  and  draft,  is  fur- 
ther limited  by  the  bridges,  bends,  and  width  between  docks. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  18, 1894,  allowed  $25,000  from 
the  appropriation  made  for  the  improvement  of  Chicago  Harbor  to  be 
applied  to  the  improvement  of  Chicago  Elver  between  the  mouth  of  the 
river  and  the  junction  of  the  two  branches,  of  which  amount  $3,645.70 
was  expended  in  the  year  ending  June  30, 1896,  in  dredging  to  18  feet 
depth  as  far  as  to  Bush  Street  Bridge.  Since  the  passage  of  the  act 
of  June  3, 1896,  the  balance  of  this  amount  has  been  transferred  to  the 
Chicago  Biver  work. 

Up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30. 1898,  there  has  been 
expended  in  dredging  Chicago  Biver  $137,126.70,  including  the  $25,000 
allotted  as  above  stated,  as  a  result  of  which  expenditure  the  river  has 
been  dredged  to  a  depth  of  17  feet  below  Chicago  city  datum  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river  to  Ashland  avenue  on  the  South  Branch  and  West 
Fork,  and  to  the  Stock  Yards  on  the  South  Fork,  South  Branch,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  6  miles,  and  redredged  from  the  Stock  Yards  to  Wash- 
ington street,  and  to  near  FuUerton  avenue  on  the  Korth  Branch, 
including  the  Goose  Island  Cut-off,  a  total  length  in  this  branch  of 
about  4  miles. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year,  under  contract  made  under  the  conditions 
of  the  act  of  June  3, 1896, 854,351.3  cubic  yards  of  earth  has  been  taken 
from  the  river,  of  which  344,426.3  cubic  yards  has  been  dredged  from 
the  South  Branch  and  609,925  from  tlie  North  Branch,  leaving  about 
300,000  cubic  yards  of  material  still  to  be  removed  under  these  contracts, 
which  are  ** continuing." 

The  river  fills  in  rapidly  from  deposits  from  Chicago  sewers  and 
drains. 

The  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897,  allows  work  to  be  done  in  widen- 
ing the  river  by  minor  changes  in  dock  lines,  in  addition  to  dredging. 

The  restricted  channel  in  Chicago  Biver  is  extremely  hampering  to 
all  interests  dependent  upon  commerce  by  water,  but  no  practical  plan 
of  radical  improvement  in  the  condition  <^  the  channel  has  yet  been 
proposed. 

The  dredging,  as  far  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  June  3, 1896,  will 
probably  have  been  completed  by  the  close  of  the  calendar  year  1898. 

The  fhnds  asked  for  are  for  widening  the  river  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

For  commercial  statistics,  see  preceding  report  on  Chicago  Harbor 
improvement. 

ENQ  98—26 
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Joly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $138,524.79 

Amount  appropriated  by  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1, 1898 400,000.00 

538,524.79 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 87, 851. 49 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended ' 450,873.30 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 41, 356. 68 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 409,517.62 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 137, 000. 00 
Amonnttnat  can  be  profitablv  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  137, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  J  J  2.) 

3.  Calumet  Harbor ,  Illinois. — This  harbor  is  known  on  the  Oreat 
Lakes  as  South  Chicago  Harbor. 

This  improvement  was  designed  to  furnish  a  safe  and  practicable 
entrance  to  Oalnmet  Biver  and  the  port  of  South  Chicago  by  the  con- 
struction of  parallel  piers  300  feet  apart,  projecting  from  the  shore  into 
Lake  Michigan,  and  by  dredging  between  them. 

The  work  began  in  1870  and  all  the  projected  work  had  been  accom- 
plished for  16foot  draft  prior  to  June 30, 1896,  resulting  in  the  con- 
struction of  3,640  linear  feet  of  north  pier  and  2,020  linear  feet  of  the 
south  pier,  and  securing  and  maintaining  a  channel  16  feet  deep  and 
of  suitable  width  from  similarly  deep  water  in  Lake  Michigan  to  the 
Calumet  Biver  at  the  roots  of  the  piers,  at  a  cost  of  $454,483.53.  The 
work  included  also  476,564  cubic  yards  material  dredged,  increasing  the 
depth  in  the  channel  from  7  to  16  feet. 

On  this  date,  June  30, 1896,  it  may  be  considered  that  the  original 
project  for  this  locality  was  terminated  and  completed. 

On  June  30, 1895,  a  further  project,  based  upon  a  survey  ordered  by 
the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  18,  1894,  was  submitted  for  the 
further  improvement  of  this  harbor,  contemplating  the  extension  of 
the  south  pier  1,200  linear  feet,  of  the  north  pier  500  linear  feet,  and 
the  dredging  of  a  channel  to  20  feet  depth  at  low  water,  all  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $154,550.  (See  Annual  Beport  of  Chief  of  Engineers 
for  1895,  p.  2771.) 

Later,  upon  a  further  call  of  this  ofiSce,  the  local  engineer,  under 
date  February  21,  1896,  submitted  a  report  presenting  a  plan  for 
improvement  of  both  the  inner  and  outer  harbors.  The  estimated  cost 
of  this  improvement  was  $1,134,830.  (See  Annual  Beport  of  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  1896,  p.  2584.) 

The  act  of  June  3, 1896.  in  appropriating  for  Calumet  Harbor^  includes 
the  amended  project  of  June  30, 1895,  but  in  appropriating  for  the  Calu- 
met Biver  adopts  the  project  of  February  21, 1896,  in  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  20-foot  channel  in  harbor  and  river. 

The  projects  conflict  in  so  far  as  that,  if  the  project  of  February  21, 
1896,  be  adopted,  the  north  pier  need  not  be  extended  at  all,  and  the 
south  pier.be  extended  only  800  linear  feet,  instead  of  1,200  linear  feet. 

In  view  of  this  fact  the  money  appropriated  by  the  act  of  June  3, 
1896,  has  been  expended  on  that  part  of  the  two  projects  common  to 
both,  i.  e.,  in  extending  the  south  pier  800  linear  feet,  and  in  dredging 
the  harbor  to  20  feet  depth  as  far  as  to  the  junction  with  a  similar  chan- 
nel, authorized  by  the  same  act,  in  Calumet  Biver. 

Under  these  projects  there  has  been  expended  $69,365.18,  making  the 
total  expenditures  to  June  30, 1898,  $523,853.71. 
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Both  works— namely,  the  extension  of  the  south  pier  800  linear  feet, 
and  dredging  the  channel  from  deep  water  in  the  lake  to  a  similar 
depth  of  20  feet  in  Calumet  River — have  been  done. 

The  work  is  now  in  good  condition,  except  about  500  linear  feet  of 
superstructure  and  the  light  revetment  west  of  the  Illinois  Steel  Com- 
pany's slip,  both  of  which  need  rebuilding. 

The  construction  of  the  outer  breakwater  and  the  dredging  of  the 
harbor  of  refuge,  as  given  in  the  project  of  February  21, 1896,  is  much 
needed. 

The  estimates  made  herein  are  based  on  the  supposition  that  the 
greater  of  the  two  projects  is  to  be  carried  out.  If  the  lesser  be  in 
question,  work  would  be  done  that  is  entirely  unnecessary  under  the 
greater  scheme,  and  the  lesser  project  will  not  meet  the  conditions  of 
constant  shoaling  in  advance  of  the  piers. 

The  greater  project,  contemplating  an  outer  protecting  breakwater 
and  dredging  in  the  sheltered  area,  is  a  necessity  that  must  sooner  or 
later  be  met  and  satisfied. 

If,  however,  the  lesser  project  is  to  be  carried  out,  $79|550  is  required 
under  the  project  of  June  30, 1895,  to  complete  the  work  under  that 
project. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  uuoxpended $24,668.72 

Jnne  30, 18SK8,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 11, 122. 43 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 13,546.29 


< 


'Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project  of 

February  21, 1896 1,009,830.00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project  of 

June  30, 1895 79,550.00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 

30,1900 150,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  J  J  3.) 

4.  Calumet  River^  Illinois  and  Indiana. — The  prqiect  for  the  improve- 
ment of  this  river,  adopted  by  Congress  in  1883,  contemplated  securing 
a  channel  200  feet  in  width  and  10  feet  in  depth  below  low  water  in 
Lake  Michigan,  from  the  month  of  Oalumet  Biver  at  Oalumet  Harbor, 
Illinois,  to  one-balf  mile  east  of  Hammond,  Ind.,  with  a  view  to  increas- 
ing the  facilities  for  handling  the  commerce  of  this  region  and  also  aiding 
in  providing  means  for  the  better  accommodation  of  much  of  the  com- 
merce of  Chicago  Biver,  which  river  was  and  still  is  much  crowded. 

The  original  depth  in  Calumet  Biver  varied  between  6  and  10  feet. 

Following  a  report  on  a  survey  of  Calumet  Harbor,  Illinois,  published 
as  House  Doc.  Ko.  277,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  first  session,  also  pub- 
lished in  Annual  Beport  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  1896,  page  2583,  the 
project  has  been  modified  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 189G, 
so  far  as  to  allow  the  channel  for  2  miles  southward  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river  to  be  dredged  to  20  feet  depth. 

This  modification  increases  the  estimated  cost  of  the  improvement 
by  $51,700. 

Since  the  improvement  began  in  1889  there  has  been  dredged  a  chan- 
nel, measured  irom  the  harbor  southward,  to  the  full  width  of  200  feet 
and  depth  of  16  feet,  19,518  feet  in  length,  except  that  over  a  short  por- 
tion where  rock  was  encountered  the  width  was  reduced  to  85  feet,  9^000 
cubic  yards  or  less  of  rock  remaining  to  be  removed  to  secure  full  width 
and  depth  over  this  short  stretch. 
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Under  tbis  16-foot  project  1,767,220  cabio  yards  material  was  removed 
prior  to  Jane  ^,  1896,  from  the  ohaunel  ^^ below  the  forks"  of  the  Gala- 
met.  In  addition  there  has  been  removed  248,516  cabie  yards  of  mate- 
rial from  the  ohannel  between  the  forks  and  one-half  mile  east  of 
Hammond,  Ind.,  in  an  effort  to  secure  a  practicable  channel  10  feet 
deep  and  60  feet  wide,  resalting  in  failure,  dae  to  rapid  refilling  ot 
channel  by  slaughterhouse  refuse,  sewage,  and  other  filth. 

The  amount  expended  by  the  United  Btates  on  this  original  project 
prior  to  June  30, 1896,  was  $291,842.07,  of  which  $248,715.91  has  been 
expended  ^^  below  the  forks"  and  $43,126.16  for  work  betwe^i  the  forks 
and  one-half  mile  east  of  Hammond,  Ind. 

The  river  and  harbcHr  act  of  1896  appropriated  $50,000  and  author- 
ized dredging  the  channel  to  20-foot  depth  for  2  miles  southward  from 
the  mouth,  and  under  this  supplementary  and  restricted  project  there 
has  been  320,405  cubic  yards  of  material  removed  ander  contract,  com- 
pleting the  channel  20  feet  deep  a  distance  of  2  miles  at  a  furth^  cost 
of  $50,276.35. 

The  total  expenditures  to  June  30, 1898,  amounted  to  $342,118.42. 

A  winding  or  turning  basin  20  feet  deep,  of  sufficient  dimensions  for 
the  largest  lake  vessels  yet  constructed,  was  also  dredged  at  th^  first 
cut-off  above  the  month  of  the  river. 

The  amount  appropriated  by  the  act  of  June  3, 1896,  was  foand  suffi- 
cient to  dredge  the  channel  to  the  2-mile  limit  and  provide  the  basin 
named  at  somewhat  less  cost  than  estimated  February  21, 1896,  due  to 
the  favorable  terms  secured  for  the  work; 

Similar  winding  or  turning  basins  should  be  provided  at  intervals  of 
from  1  to  2  miles  along  the  river,  to  avoid  in  future  the  restrictions  now 
imposed  in  other  lake  harbors  within  the  shore  lines. 

There  is  at  present  a  good  20-foot  channel  from  the  harbor  to  One 
hundred  and  sixth  street.  Above  this  point  the  16-foot  channel  has 
deteriorated  by  filling  in  until  there  is  now  less  than  16  feet.  No  work 
has  been  done  under  the  regular  16-foot  project  above  One  hundred  and 
eighteenth  street. 

The  improvement  of  the  river  has  been  followed  by  a  remarkable 
development  of  commerce,  which  now  exceeds  4,000,000  tons  per  annum, 
or  near  one-half  that  of  Chicago  Harbor,  the  most  important  on  the 
Great  Lakes. 

Joly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended -$32,063.72 

Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 24, 782. 14 

July  1, 1886, balance  unexpended 7,881.58 

(Amount  ^estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 700, 000.00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  100, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  reauirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  J  J  4.) 

5.  Illinois  River^  Illinois. — The  present  project  was  adopted  in  1880, 
and  contemplates  the  extension  of  the  slack-water  improvement,  began 
by  the  State  of  Illinois,  from  Copperas  Greek  locks  to  the  Mississippi 
Biver,  a  distance  of  135  miles. 

The  project  includes  the  construction  of  two  locks,  350  feet  long 
between  miter  sills,  75  feet  width  of  chamber,  with  7  fbet  of  water  over 
sills  at  low- water  level  of  1879,  and  dredging  the  channel  where  neces* 
sary  to  obtain  7  feet  depth  at  low  water  in  the  pools  thus  created. 

The  two  locks  and  dams  are  completed  and  in  use.  One  is  situated 
at  Kampsville,  31  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  Biver,  tlie  other 
at  La  Orange^  79  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  Biver. 
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The  ultimate  objeet  of  the  unprovement  is  the  constraction  of  a  water- 
way itom  the  soathem  end  of  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Mississippi  Biver 
^BafieiMit  capacity  toaooomiDodate  large-sized  Mississippi  Biver  steam^ 
boats  and  for  military  and  naval  purposes. 

The  State  of  Illinois,  aided  by  the  United  States,  has  executed  part 
of  the  project  by  the  oonstmction  of  two  locks  of  the  dtmensions  given — 
one  at  Henry  and  one  at  Copperas  Greek — completing,  exo^  cU^edging, 
that  part  of  the  improvement  between  La  Salle,  111.,  and  the  month  of 
Coppwas  Oreek,  a  distance  of  about  90  miles. 

In  executing  this  work  the  United  States  has  expended,  up  to  June  30, 
1898,  $1,358,417.81,  including  $25,000  from  the  appropriation  of  August 
11, 1888,  Ibr  surveys,  and  excluding  $62,359.80  expended  upon  a  foun- 
dation for  Copperas  Creek  Lock,  afterwards  completed  by  the  State  of 
Illinois. 

Ab  additional  amount  of  $747,747  was  exx)ended  by  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois at  Henry  and  Copperas  Creek  locks  and  dams^ 

During  the  Ascal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  following  work  was 
done: 

CaUo  yaxds. 

I>Tedging at  Macoapin  Creek 26,501 

At  I2.Mfle  Island 6,386 

AtMoores  Island  (clay) 20,446 

At  New  Camp  Creek  (sand) 1 36,778 

At  WilBona  Island  (mud) 24,937 

The  appropriation,  after  reserving  sufficient  for  emergency  purposes, 
was  then  exhausted  and  the  dredging  plant  was  employed  for  a  short 
while  about  the  locks  under  the  appropriation  for  ^^  operating  and  care 
of  canals,  etc.,"  and  then  laid  up. 

Minor  repairs  were  made  to  the  dredging  fleet. 

The  channel  of  the  Dlinois  Biver  is  becoming  the  best  of  all  the  tribu- 
taries of  the  Mississippi  Biver,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  dredged 
channels  are  reasonably  permanent.  Large  steamboats  navigated  the 
river  during  the  year,  although  the  water  was  extremely  low.  The 
very  slow  progress  in  the  improvement,  which  has  now  continued  for 
thirty  years  under  meager  appropriations,  has  resulted  in  other  means 
of  transportation  and  the  diversion  to  railroads  of  traffic  naturally 
tributary  to  the  river.  Under  the  project  it  was  conteniiplated  to  first 
construct  locks  and  dams  to  check  or  slack  the  current,  then  procure  a 
deep  channel  by  dredging  the  bars  in  the  pools  thus  created.  The 
locks  luod  dams  have  been  built  at  great  expense,  after  long  and  tedious 
delays  for  money,  but  the  channels  must  now  be  dredged  to  avail  of 
their  full  capacity  or  to  obtain  the  object  sought.  The  dredging  is  the 
effective  work.  The  locks  and  dams  give  from  3  to  4  feet,  which  the 
dredging  must  increase  to  7  feet. 

Since  the  construction  of  the  La  Orange  Lock,  in  1889,  the  traffic  on 
the  Dlinois  Biver  has  increased  200  per  cent,  and  the  attainment  of  7 
feet  available  depth  will  doubtless  be  followed  by  a  materially  greater 
increase  in  the  use  of  the  stream. 

The  flinds  asked  for  are  to  be  expended  in  dredging  to  deepen  and 
widen  the  channels. 

Jnly  1, 1897, balance  unexpended $17,282.59 

Jane  30, 1898,  amoont  expended  during  fiscal  year 14,327.19 

J«ly  1,  ISBSy balance  unexpended 2,956.40 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 357, 000. 00 
Amonntwitcan  be  profitably  expendedinfi8cal7earendingJune30, 1900  100,000.00  ' 
Sobmittod  in  eomplianoe  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  rtver  and 
barbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  J  J  5.) 
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6.  Operating  and  oare  of  La  Orange  and  Kampaville  locJcSj  Illinois 
Bivevj  and  approachee  thereto, — ^Tbese  locks  and  dams  have  been  oper- 
ated and  maintained  nnder  the  indefinite  appropriation  provided  for 
in  section  4  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  Jnly  5, 1884. 

La  Orange  Lock  and  Dam. — ^These  works  were  operated  and  main- 
tained in,  good  order  dnring  the  year.  The  drift  was  kept  cleared  from 
the  dam;  the  lock  gates  were  calked,  painted,  and  repaired;  guide 
piles  were  placed  above  and  below  the  lock  entrances;  1,470  cubic 
yards  of  filling  was  placed  above  the  dam  and  low  places  about  the 
grounds  filled  in,  and  the  buildings  and  plant  kept  in  order. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  year  was  $6,344.37. 

Kampsville  Lock  and  Dam, — Drift  was  cleared  from  the  dam;  clumps 
of  guide  piles  driven  at  entrances  to  the  lock;  400  cubic  yards  sediment 
was  removed  firom  the  lock,  and  filling  was  placed  above  the  dam  and 
on  upper  side  of  east  abutment,  4,470  cubic  yards  earth  and  35  cubic 
yards  riprap  and  gravel  being  used  for  the  purpose. 

Current  repairs  were  made  to  lock  houses  and  buildings;  1,650  feet 
plank  sidewalk  built  and  500  cubic  yards  filling  placed  about  the 
grounds. 

Two  new  dump  scows  were  built  and  repairs  made  to  boats  and 
plant. 

The  river  was  unusually  low  during  the  season,  but  nevertheless  there 
was  a  small  increase  in  the  tonnage  passing  the  locks  over  that  passing 
in  1897. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  year  was  $7,223.31. 

(See  Appendix  J  J  6.) 

7.  Illinois  and  Mississippi  Canalj  Illinois, — ^The  object  of  the  improve- 
ment is  to  furnish  a  link  in  a  navigable  waterway  from  Lake  Michigan 
to  the  Mississippi  Biver  at  the  mouth  of  Eock  Biver,  niinois. 

The  canal  has  been  located  on  the  Bock  Island  route,  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  October  27, 1888,  as  directed  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  August  11, 1888.  It  proceeds  from  the  Illinois  Biver  at  its 
great  bend  If  miles  above  the  town  of  Hennepin,  111.,  thence  via  Bureau 
Creek  Valley  and  over  the  summit  to  Bock  Biver  at  the  mouth  of  Green 
Biver;  thence  by  slack  water  in  Bock  Biver,  and  a  canal  around  the 
lower  rapids  of  the  river  at  Milan,  to  the  Mississippi  Biver  at  the  mouth 
of  Bock  Biver. 

The  canal  is  to  be  at  least  80  feet  wide  at  the  water  surface,  7  feet 
deep,  and  with  locks  170  feet  long  and  35  feet  width  of  lock  chamber, 
capable  of  passing  barges  carrying  600  tons  (maximum)  freight. 

A  report  upon  the  location,  with  detailed  estimates  of  cost,  of  this 
canal  was  submitted  June  21, 1890,  and  published  (without  maps)  as 
House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  429,  Fifty-first  Congress,  first  session,  and  is  also 
printed  in  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1890,  Part  III, 
page  2586. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  September  19, 1890,  made  the  first  appro- 
priation for  the  construction  of  the  canal,  and  directed  work  to  be  begun 
by  the  construction  of  one  of  the  locks  and  dams  in  Bock  Biver. 

In  accord  with  this  act  work  was  begun  in  July,  1892,  ne^  the  mouth 
of  Bock  Biver  on  the  construction  of  a  canal  around  the  lower  rapids  of 
the  river,  which  barred  navigation,  and  since  that  date  has  been  prose- 
cuted with  an  intermission  due  to  lack  of  necessary  funds.  The  survey 
work,  in  locating  the  canal  on  the  ground,  and  proceedings  for  acquir- 
•^ing  title  to  the  right  of  way  have  been  continuous  since  October,  1890, 
and  the  canal  has  been  definitely  located  on  the  ground  throughout  its 
entire  extent 
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There  has  been  exi>ended  on  this  work  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1898,  $1,748,905.13,  and  daring  the  fiscal  year 
ending  Jane  30, 1898,  $545,017.58. 

The  result  of  this  expenditure  has  been — 

First.  The  acquisition  of  the  right  of  way  for  4A  miles  around  the 
lower  rapids  of  Bock  River  and  the  completion  of  4^  miles  of  canal 
there,  involving  the  construction  of  4^  miles  of  earthwork  in  construct- 
ing the  canal  trunk,  3  locks,  1  railroad,  and  2  highway  swing  bridges, 
7  sluiceways  and  gates,  1  arch  culvert;  2  dams,  1,392  feet  long,  across 
the  arms  of  Bock  Biverj  3  lock-keepers'  houses,  1  small  office  building, 
and  a  thorough  riprapping  of  the  canal  banks,  not  estimated  for  in  the 
original  estimates. 

Second.  In  the  location  on  the  ground  and  preparation  of  descrip- 
tions, plats,  and  abstracts  of  titles  of  all  lauds  needed  for  the  eastern 
section  of  the  canal;  same  for  feeder  line  and  for  lands  to  be  over- 
tiowed  or  damaged  by  the  dam  at  Sterling;  the  surveying  and  locating 
of  the  western  section  throughout,  and  the  final  location  of  the  canal 
throughout. 

Two  routes  each  were  surveyed  for  the  feeder  and  for  the  western 
section,  resulting  in  the  Sterling  route  being  accepted  for  the  feeder  and 
the  Green  Biver  route  for  the  western  section  of  the  canal. 

Third.  In  the  practical  completion  of  the  earthwork  over  the  first  16 
miles  of  canal  trunk,  the  paviug  of  7  miles  with  stone;  the  foundations 
and  masonry  of  10  locks,  1  aqueduct,  5  bridges,  7  arch  culverts,  and  10 
pipe  culverts:  the  partial  completion  of  erection  of  5  steel  highway 
bridges,  1  lock,  and  3  miles  of  canal  trunk. 

Fourth.  In  the  acquisition  by  purchase  or  condemnation  of  24  miles 
of  the  eastern  section  of  the  canal,  and  the  condemnation  of  28.5  miles 
of  the  feeder  and  more  than  one- third  of  the  western  section,  and  the 
preparation  of  plans  and  estimates  for  the  construction  of  the  feeder. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  following  work  has 
been  done: 

By  hired  labor. — ^The  first  8  miles  of  the  canal  trunk  has  been  lined 
with  stone,  except  about  1  mile  in  detached  parts.  The  filling  behind 
7  locks  has  been  completed,  and  also  the  splay  walls  at  their  head.  A 
gravel  quarry  has  been  stripped,  and  all  gravel  necessary  for  concrete 
construction  has  been  distributed  as  wanted.  The  masonry  of  3  locks, 
abutments  of  5  highway  bridges  constructed  and  the  approaches  to  the 
bridges  nearly  completed.  Three  lock  houses  have  been  built,  1  office 
building,  and  3  temporary  buildings  for  storage  purposes.  About  5 
miles  of  extension  to  the  narrow-gauge  construction  railroad  has  been 
constructed.  The  right  of  way  for  the  feeder  and  more  than  one-third 
of  the  western  section  has  been  condemned. 

By  contract — Eight  miles  of  canal  trunk  have  been  completed,  2 
miles  practically  completed,  and  8  miles  farther  put  under  contract  and 
work  thereon  begun.  The  foundations  of  9  locks  have  been  completed 
and  those  of  5  additional  locks  and  1  aqueduct  are  under  way  and 
well  advanced.  The  steel  superstructures  of  5  bridges  have  been  deliv- 
ered and  3  of  them  erected.  Two  concrete-arch  culverts  and  6  pipe  (cast 
iron)  culverts  have  been  built.  The  work  on  the  eastern  section  is  now 
about  one-half  done.  All  work  of  construction  during  the  year  has 
been  done  on  the  eastern  section. 

An  assistant  district  attorney  has  been  appointed  to  attend  to  all 
matters  relating  to  the  acquisition  of  the  right  of  way  for  the  canal. 
During  the  last  year  all  the  right  of  way  for  the  feeder  has  been 
arranged  for — payments  of  awards  only  remaining  to  acquire  title — and 
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much  of  the  right  of  way  for  the  western  section  has  been  condemned 
and  awards  made. 

The  feeder  will  now  be  put  under  contract  and  the  work  be  proee- 
cuted  as  rapidly  as  the  terms  of  the  law  permit. 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $906,998.91 

Amount  appropriated  by  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1^  1898 1, 427, 740. 00 

2, 334, 638. 91 
J uue  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 545, 017. 58 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,789,621.33 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $93, 214.90 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 244, 785. 61 

338, 000. 51 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,451,620.82 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project *3, 433, 490. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  protitablv  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 

30,1900 : 1,427,740.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  J  J  7.) 

8.  Operating  and  care  of  Illinois  and  Mississippi  Canal;  canal  around 
lower  rapids  of  Rock  River ^  at  Milan,  III. — This  canal  is  4^  miles  in 
length,  surmounting  a  fall  of  18  feet,  and  the  works  operated  and  cared 
for  include  31ocks,  3  swing  bridges,  7  sluiceways,  1  arch  culvert,  3  lock 
houses,  1  office  building,  and  2  dams. 

The  canal  was  formally  opened  to  navigation  April  17, 1895. 

On  account  of  three  fixed  bridges  across  Eock  Eiver  a  few  miles 
above  the  head  of  the  canal,  its  traffic  is  restricted  to  excursion  craft 
and  to  barges  and  to  such  small  steam  cratt  as  may  pass  under  the 
bridges. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  to  compel  the  city  of  Moline  to  alter  its 
bridge,  but  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  was  denied  by  the 
city  of  Moline.  The  United  States  district  court  for  the  northern  dis- 
trict of  Illinois  in  a  preliminary  ruling  sustained  the  United  States 
authority,  and  later  a  jury  in  the  trial  of  the  condemnation  case  of 
United  States  v,  Maxson,  brought  in  a  special  verdict  finding  Bock 
Biver  to  be  a  navigable  water  of  the  United  States  up  to  and  past 
the  upper  rapids  of  liock  Eiver  at  Sterling,  111.  The  contention  has 
apparently  been  closed  by  the  sundry  civil  act  of  July  1, 1898,  which 
allots  $25,000  for  the  construction  of  a  high  bridge  at  the  city  of  Moline 
in  lieu  of  the  existing  bridge  complained  of. 

The  canal  and  its  accessory  works  have  been  operated  and  main- 
tained in  good  order  during  the  past  year.  The  main  supports  of 
sluice  gates  were  protected  by  movable  roofs;  repairs  were  made  to 
roads,  lock  houses,  and  dams;  2,650  cubic  yards  material  at  mouth  of 
can«al  was  removed  by  dredging,  and  willows  planted  along  parts  of  the 
canal  banks  for  their  protection. 

During  the  season  of  navigation  boats  and  barges  aggregating  94,609 
tons  passed  the  canal,  carrying  20,430  tons  of  coal  and  2,279  passengers. 

The  use  of  the  canal  is  restricted  by  the  obstructive  bridges  across 
Eock  Eiver  above  it,  but  the  coal  by  canal  controls  the  price  of  this 
necessary  article  at  Davenport  and  vicinity,  and  this  result  has  been 

*  Twenty-five  thousand  dollars  appropriated  (sundry  civil  act  July  1, 1898)  for 
constructing  bridge  across  Rock  R|ver  at  Moline,  UL,  aaded  to  amount  reqairea  for 
completion. 
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in  effect  ever  since  the  opening  of  the  canal.  A  redaction  of  from  3  to 
5  cents  a  bushel,  or  say  $1  per  ton  on  all  soft  coal  used  has  resulted, 
which  has  already  justified  tiie  construction  of  tbis  part  of  the  canal 
as  an  independent  work.  The  change  in  the  Moline  Bridge  will  make 
this  canal  an  important  line  of  transportation  for  coal. 

There  was  expended  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1898, 94,502.39, 
exclusive  of  $366.64  outstanding  liabilities. 

(See  Appendix  J  J  8.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  MICHIGAN  CITY  HARBOR,  INDIANA,  AND  OF  RIVERS 
AND  HARBORS  ON  THE  EASTERN  SHORE  OF  LAKE  MICHIGAN. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Oapt.  G.  McD.  Townsend,  Oorps 
of  Engineers,  to  May  21, 1898,  and  of  Lieut.  Col.  O.  J.  Lydecker,  Oorps 
of  Engineers,  since  that  date.  Division  Engineer,  GoL  J.  W.  fiarlow, 
Ckxps  of  Engineers«to  May  21, 1898. 

1.  Michigan  City  Harbor j  Indiana* — The  improvement  of  this  harbor 
dates  fiom  1836,  and  has  resulted  in  establishing  a  convenient  inner 
harbor  for  local  comiherce,  and  partly  completing  an  outer  harbor, 
designed  to  facilitate  entrance  to  the  former  and  afford  refuge  in  times 
of  northerly  gales  to  vessels  engaged  in  general  lake  commerce. 

The  inner  harbor  has  been  made  by  (1)  deepening  the  entrance  to 
Trail  Greek  and  protecting  the  channel  by  piers  extending  to  deep 
water  in  Lake  Michigan,  to  which  operations' were  limited  until  1870, 
and  (2)  prolonging  the  entrance  channel  up  the  creek  by  dredging 
between  revetments  that  are  built  on  established  dock  lines  at  the 
expense  of  the  adjoining  property,  as  required  by  city  ordinance.  Tbis 
work,  commenced  in  1882  and  still  in  progress,  makes  the  total  length 
of  the  interior  waterway  9,159  feet  between  revetments  from  100  to 
175  feet  apart,  except  at  the  turning  basins,  where  the  width  is  about 
350  feet. 

The  total  expenditure  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $419,593.46,  the  available 
depth  of  channel  then  being  scant  12  feet. 

The  principal  work  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year  was  to  dredge 
portions  of  the  channel,  the  total  excavation  being  55,534  cubic  yards, 
of  which  21,831  was  dredged  in  August,  1897,  and  33,703  in  May  and 
Jane,  1898.  This  work  made  a  wider  and  straighter  channel  through 
the  harbor,  with  a  navigable  depth  of  about  12^  feet. 

The  harbor  piers  aggregate  3,562  feet  in  length,  of  which  1,350  feet 
is  between  25  and  30  years  old,  and  now  need  quite  extensive  repairs, 
and  dredging  is  required  annually  to  maintain  the  required  depth  of 
channeL 

Jnlj  1, 1897.  1>a]<uio6  unexpended $12,165.31 

June  30,  18^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 6,269.82 

Jaly  1, 1898;  balance  unexpended : 6,895.49 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $168.11 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 3, 663. 86 

3, 831. 97 

July  1, 1896,  balance  ayailable 3,063.52 

{Amount  itiat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 7,500.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  witn  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

I%6  outer  harbor. — ^This  part  of  the  improvement  was  commenced  in 
1870  under  a  project  which  provided  for  making  an  outer  basin  east  oi 
the  entrance  to  the  inner  harbor;  in  1882  this  project  was  extended  to 
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include  the  coDstruction  of  an  exterior  breakwater  northwest  of  the 
entrance.  The  piers  and  breakwaters  covering  the  outer  basin  were 
completed  in  1885  and  have  a  total  length  of  3,1^1  feet,  viz,  a  pile  pier 
1,225  feet  long,  extending  in  a  northerly  direction  from  the  shore  and 
closing  the  basin  on  the  east^  a  crib  breakwater  1,411  feet  long,  extend- 
ing westward  from  the  lake  end  of  the  pile  pier  and  closing  the  basin 
on  the  north,  and  a  crib  pier,  505  feet  long,  extending  northward  from 
the  west  end  of  the  crib  breakwater.  The  exterior  breakwater  con- 
templated by  the  project  of  1882  was  to  have  a  total  length  of  2,000 
feet,  but  only  700  feet  has  been  built. 

The  present  condition  of  the  outer  harbor  is  such  that  it  has  no 
appreciable  value  as  a  harbor  of  refuge,  but  its  piers  and  breakwaters 
combine  to  check  the  run  of  heavy  seas  into  the  contracted  inner  har- 
bor, thereby  facilitating  entrance  to  it  and  giving  it  comparatively  stiU 
water.  The  outer  basin  has  an  area  of  about  40  acres,  but  it  can  not 
be  used  for  commercial  purposes  until  a  large  amount  of  dredging  has 
been  done,  and  it  will  be  of  little  use  to  do  this  untU  the  exterior  break- 
water is  completed.  Further,  this  structure  is  now  entirely  too  short 
to  afford  a  reasonably  safe  anchorage  behind  it. 

The  total  amount  expended  on  the  outer  harbor  to  June  30, 1897,  was 
$753,960.46,  with  results  as  indicated  above.  No  work  was  done  on  the 
outer  harbor  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  except  to  replace  some  deck 
plank  that  were  carried  away  by  the  wash  of  heavy  seas  over  the  break- 
waters and  to  maintain  the  lights  at  the  harbor  entrance. 

The  outer  harbor  will  have  no  value  as  a  harbor  of  refuge  until  the 
exterior  breakwater  is  completed,  and  until  this  is  dope  no  benefits 
commensurate  with  the  large  expenditure  already  made  can  be  realized. 
Since  the  adoption  of  the  project  of  1882  the  draft  and  size  of  vessels 
have  increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to  call  for  a  modification  of  that 
project.  The  subject  was  carefully  considered  by  a  Board  of  Engineers 
in  1897,  and  its  recommendations  are  printed  and  illustrated  by  a  map 
of  the  harbor  in  the  Eeport  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers  for  1897,  pages 
2899  to  2904,  inclusive.  The  estimated  cost  of  completing  the  work  as 
thus  proposed  is  $282,150,  but  these  figures  will  in  all  probability  be 
largely  exceeded  if  operations  have  to  be  extended  through  several 
seasons  and  carried  on  under  small  appropriations. 

July  1,  1897|balauce  unexpended $87,914.64 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fisoal  year 1, 318. 66 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 86,595.88 


< 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 159, 613. 56 

Amount  that  can  beprofltably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    75, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  K  1.) 

^.  St  Joseph  Harbor^  Michigan. — The  improvement  of  the  mouth  of 
St.  Joseph  Biver  was  commenced  more  than  sixty  years  ago,  when 
there  was  a  narrow  and  crooked  channel  with  depths  fluctuating  between 
3  and  7  feet.  The  work  then  commenced  has  developed  the  present 
harbor  at  this  place,  the  entrance  to  which  is  between  piers  270  feet 
apart.  The  north  pier  is  2,017  feet  long,  and,  sis  a  result  of  extensive 
repairs  made  during  the  past  few  years,  all  but  a  length  of  about  303 
feet  is  now  in  good  condition.  The  south  pier  is  819  feet  long,  and  was 
fiuished  in  1872,  and  is  now  such  a  complete  wreck  that  it  is  likely  to  be 
carried  away  by  any  severe  storm  to  which  it  may  be  exposed,  and  the 
result  would  be  to  close  the  entrance  channel  to  commerce.   The  present 
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approved  project  of  improvement  calls  for  a  navigable  depth  of  16  feet 
from  Lake  Michigan  into  and  throngh  St.  Joseph  Harbor,  and  of  13 
feet  from  the  upper  end  of  that  harbor,  which  is  at  the  oonflnence  of 
the  St.  Joseph  and  Paw  Paw  rivers,  to  Benton  Harbor  via  the  Benton 
Harbor  Ganal.  The  required  depth  of  16  feet  has  not  yet  been  obtained 
at  the  harbor's  entrance,  because  the  piers  do  not  extend  sufficiently 
£ftr  into  Lake  Michigan.  About  the  best  that  can  be  counted  on  there 
under  existing  conditions  is  an  actual  depth  of  from  12  to  14  feet,  and  that 
only  as  a  result  of  oft- repeated  dredgings.  The  maintenance  of  a  navi- 
gable depth  of  13  feet  through  the  upper  part  of  the  harbor  and  Ben- 
ton Harbor  Ganal  is  also  dependent  upon  dredging  these  sections  at 
least  once,  and  frequently  twice,  each  year. 

The  total  estimated  cost  of  improvements  heretofore  projected  and 
approved  is  $519,113,  and  the  total  expenditure  for  these  improvements 
and  their  maintenance  to  June  30, 1897,  was  9479,043.74. 

Operations  during  the  last  fiscal  year  comprised  dredging  to  the 
extent  of  35,642  cubic  yards,  and  radical  repairs  amounting  to  a  prac- 
tical reconstruction  of  375  linear  feet  of  the  north  pier.  The  result  of 
the  dredging  was  to  maintain  navigation  through  St.  Joseph  Harbor 
and  Benton  Harbor  Ganal,  but  the  channel  so  provided  was  by  no  means 
equal  to  the  requirements  of  the  local  commerce,  and  could  not  be  made 
so  because  enough  funds  were  not  available  for  doing  the  necessary 
work*  The  depth  at  entrance  became  so  reduced  that  the  large  steamer 
City  of  J}uluth  struck  heavily  in  attempting  to  make  the  harbor  last 
winter  when  a  heavy  sea  was  running,  and  became  a  total  wreck. 

The  estimated  cost  of  completing  and  maintaining  the  improvement 
under  the  present  approved  project  is  as  follows:  850  linear  feet  of  crib 
pier  extension,  $85,000;  rebuilding  south  pier,  820  linear  feet,  at  $25 
per  linear  foot,  $20,500;  minor  repairs  of  other  parts  of  old  piers,  $2,000; 
dredging,  two  seasons,  $10,000;  making  in  all,  with  due  allowance  for 
engineering,  supervision,  and  office  contingencies,  $127,000. 

A  special  report  in  relation  to  a  more  radical  plan  of  improvement 
for  this  harbor  was  submitted  in  response  to  a  concurrent  resolution  in 
Congress  February  1, 1898,  and  is  printed  in  House  Doc.  307,  Fifty-fifth 
Congress,  second  session,  and  is  submitted  herewith  in  Appendix  K  K2, 
The  total  estimated  cost  of  the  project  there  estimated  was  $380,000. 

Jiilyly  1897,  balance  unexpended $14,068.46 

JoneSK),  IS&S,  amoont  expended  during  fisoal 11,570.58 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2,497.88 

July  1, 1898,  6ut6tanding liabilities 251.69 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 2,246.19 


r  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 100, 000. 00 

I  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

<      1900,  indudingmain  tenance # 75, 000. 00 

Submitted  in  eompliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
^     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  K  2.) 

3.  8t  Joseph  BivcTj  Michigan. — ^This  is  a  very  crooked  stream, 
obstructed  by  uumerous  shoals  and  ripples,  over  which  the  water  flows 
in  thin  sheets,  with  depths  in  channel  crossings  of  from  24  to  30  inches; 
the  intervening  pools  are  generally  from  4  to  8  feet  deep.  The  only 
part  now  navigated  is  from  the  mouth,  at  St.  Joseph,  to  Berrien  Springs, 
a  distance  of  about  25  miles  by  river,  while  the  land  distance  between 
the  same  XM}int8  is  but  little  more  than  half  that.  The  improvement  of 
this  section  to  make  a  low-water  channel  3  feet  deep  has  been  in 


412        REPORT   OF   THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS,  U.  S.  ARMT. 

pTogress  since  1889,  and  consists  in  removing  snags  and  logs  and  clos- 
ing secondary  channels,  or  concentrating  the  flow  at  other  critical 
points  by  dams  of  brash,  logs,  and  stone.  The  amount  expended  to 
June  30, 1897,  was  $4,862.02,  and  the  depth  of  channel  has  thereby 
been  increased  to  3  feet  at  many  iji  the  worst  places,  bat  a  number  of 
shoals  still  exist  where  the  channel  depth  does  not  exceed  30  inches. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  two  new  dams  were  built,  repairs  were 
made  to  old  ones  at  seven  of  the  most  troublesome  shoals,  and  snags  or 
logs  that  obstructed  navigation  were  removed. 

The  cost  of  completing  an  improvement  of  this  character  depends 
entirely  on  how  long  the  work  is  to  be  kept  up  and  the  annual  cost  of 
doing  it.  In  the  present  case  the  average  annual  expenditure  has  been 
$500,  and  experience  shows  that  it  is  too  little  to  accomplish  what  is 
required  for  making  and  maintaining  the  limited  improvement,  but  an 
increase  to  $750  would  probably  sufiice. 

Jnly  1, 1897|  balance  unexpended $637.98 

Jnne  90, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 423.73 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 214.26 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 5, 800. 00 
Amount  that  can  beprotitably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  June  30, 1900      1, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  or  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  K  3.) 

4.  South  Haven  Harbor^  Michigan. — ^This  harbor  is  the  result  of 
improvements  made  at  the  mouth  of  Black  Biver  since  1867  by  build- 
ing two  parallel  piers  out  into  Lake  Michigan,  with  revetments  extend- 
ing from  their  shore  ends  for  a  distance  of  about  1,000  feet  up  the  stream, 
and  by  dredging  the  channel  included  between  these  piers  and  revet- 
ments; and  for  a  farther  distance  of  about  half  a  mile  up,  where  the 
highway  bridge  spans  the  river.  The  width  of  channel  from  Lake 
Michigan  to  the  upper  end  of  the  revetments  is  177  feet  and  above 
there  about  half  that,  with  a  turning  basin  about  100  feet  wide  at  the 
extreme  end.  The  total  length  of  piers  and  revetments  built  up  to  the 
year  1888  was  3,145  feet,  and  no  extensions  have  been  made  to  them 
since  that  time.  The  depth  of  channel  called  for  by  the  approved 
project  of  improvement  is  12  feet,  but  the  piers  do  not  extend  far  enough  - 
into  Lake  Michigan  for  that  purpose,  and  a  depth  of  10  feet  is  all  that 
can  be  had  at  entrance,  except  when  a  temporary  increase  is  provided 
by  dredging.  Before  any  improvement  was  made  the  depth  was  only 
3  or  4  feet,  through  a  narrow  and  unstable  channel. 

The  estimated  cost  of  completing  the  improvement,  as  projected,  was 
$262,000,  and  the  total  expenditure  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $230,828.47, 
resulting  in  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  piers  and  revet^ 
ments  and  in  repeated  dredgings  of  the  channel. 

Operations  during  the  past  fiscal  year  were  limited  to  dredging,  and  to 
an  unsuccessful  efEbrt  of  the  contractor  to  extend  the  south  pier  350  feet. 
He  commenced  his  work  July  14, 1897,  and  continued  until  September 
16,  when  a  storm  disabled  his  working  plant  and  destroyed  most  of  his 
work.  Operations  were  resumed  May  10, 18^,  and  were  in  progress  at 
the  close  of  the  year.  The  dredging  which  was  done  between  May  26 
and  June  13,  1898,  amounted  to  13,766  cubic  yards,  and  the  better 
channel  thus  obtained  will  probably  afford  a  navigable  depth  of  11  or 
12  feet  during  the  most  busy  part  of  the  year  1898. 

When  the  south  pier  extension  now  in  progress  is  finished  the  present 
approved  project  of  construction  will  be  completed,  but  the  navigable 
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depth  called  for  by  that  project  cau  not  be  obtained  and  kept  until 
both  piers  are  extended  to  at  least  the  14-foot  curve  in  Lake  Michigan; 
this  would  require  fhrther  extensions  of  300  and  100  feet  to  the  north 
and  south  piers,  respectively,  but  no  estimate  for  such  work  has  yet 
been  called  for  or  authorized. 

For  maintenance  of  the  improvement  extensive  repairs  of  the  old 
piers  are  urgently  needed,  and  annual  dredging  can  not  be  dispensed 
with  if  navigation  is  to  be  kept  up;  at  least  $15,000  is  required  for 
these  purposes,  including  supervision,  engineering,  and  office  expenses. 

July  1, 1897,  balanoe  niiexi>ended $21,171.53 

June  30, 1898;  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4,807.84 


July  1, 1898,  balance nnexpended 16,363. 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  fiabilitiee $516.29 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 11, 652. 00 

•  12.168.29 

July  1, 1898,  balanoe  available 4,195.40 

(▲mount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 45, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    15, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sun<lry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  E  4.) 

5.  Saugatuck  Harbor^  Michigan. — This  harbor  is  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Ksdamazoo  Biver,  where  the  channel  depth  before  improvement  was 
generally  not  over  5  feet.  Its  condition  was  first  improved  by  a  private 
company,  which  built  two  slab  piers  for  confining  the  river  current, 
and  thereby  obtained  a  channel  depth  of  7  feet,  temporarily.  Its 
farther  improvement  was  commenced  by  the  General  Government  in 
1869,  and  from  that  time  to  1882  the  piers  were  extended  and  interior 
channel  revetments  constructed  until  they  had  a  total  length  of  1,907 
feet  on  the  north  and  3,863  feet  on  the  south  side,  all  of  pile  work. 
Since  1882,  appropriations  having  been  too  small  to  keep  these  struc- 
tares  in  repair,  they  have  gradually  gone  to  decay,  and  the  navigable 
channels  opened  through  the  harbor  from  time  to  time  by  dredging  fill 
up  again  very  soon  after  the  departure  of  the  dredge. 

The  estimates  made  from  time  to  time  for  carrying  on  the  work  aggre- 
gate 1175,699.46,  and  the  total  expenditure  to  June  30,  1897,  was 
$158,760.11,  with  results  as  indicated  in  the  foregoing  paragraph. 

Operations  during  the  past  fiscal  year  were  limited  to  dredging  as 
nsual;  the  total  amount  dredged  was  24,553  cubic  yards,  of  which 
15,632  cubic  yards  was  done  in  July,  1897,  and  the  remainder  in  June, 
1898,  and  the  result  was  to  open  the  channel  for  a  short  time  during 
the  busiest  part  of  each  year. 

The  port  of  shipment  through  this  harbor  is  the  town  of  Saugatuck, 
3  miles  above  the  entrance  from  Lake  Michigan,  and  the  natural  diffi- 
eulties  of  m^ing  and  maintaining  a  reliable  navigation  by  the  present 
line  of  water  travel  led  to  an  alternative  project,  which  is  printed  in  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1896,  pages  2741  to  2743, 
and  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  provided  as  follows  con- 
eemiDg  it : 

Improving  Kalamazoo  Rlyer,  Miohigan,  from  Lake  Michigan  to  Sangatnck,  in 
accoraance  with  the  alternative  project  submitted  January  twenty-eighth^  eighteen 
hsndred  and  ninety-six,  five  thousand  dollars. 

The  same  act  appropriated  $10,000  ^^for  improving  harbor  at  Sauga- 
toek,  Mioh.,  eontinuing  improvement"  in  order  to  provide  for  keaping 


414    REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS,  U.  S.  ARMY. 

the  old  route  open  until  the  proposed  new  one  could  be  established.  A 
like  amount  is  now  needed  for  the  same  purpose,  as  no  adequate  pro- 
vision has  yet  been  made  for  carrsdng  out  the  alternative  project.  (See 
Kalamazoo  Eiver,  below.) 

Jaly  1. 1897|  balance  nnexpended $8,678.89 

June^,  18S6,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 6,680.05 

Jnly  1, 1898, balance  nnexpended 2,098.84 

Jnly  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $1,364.94 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 613. 06 

1,868.00 

Julyl,  1898,  balance  available.. 2^.84 

{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,1900    10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  K  5.) 

6.  Kalamazoo  River  J  Michigan, — The  project  for  improving  Kalamazoo 
Biver  is  the  alternative  one  referred  to  above,  in  connection  with  Sau- 
gatuck  Harbor.  It  provides  for  making  a  navigable  channel,  12  feet 
deep,  from  the  town  of  Sangatuck  to  Lake  Michigan,  by  dredging  the 
river  for  a  distance  of  1%  miles  below  the  town,  and  thence  making  a 
new  cut  from  the  river  to  the  lake.    The  estimated  cost  is  $150,000. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  appropriated  $5,000  for  the 
work,  but  as  its  principal  feature  is  the  proposed  cut  it  would  be  unwise 
to  enter  upon  the  project  until  sufficient  money  is  appropriated  to 
excavate  it  and  insure  its  permanence  by  constructing  the  necessary 
revetments  on  its  sides.    For  this  reason  no  work  has  yet  been  done. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $5,000.00 

June  SO,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year .25 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 4,999.75 

I  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 145, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    50, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compnance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  K  6.) 

7.  Holland  (BUicJc  Lake)  Harbor y  Michigan. — The  first  steps  toward 
establishing  a  harbor  at  this  place  were  taken  by  the  citizens  of  Holland, 
Mich.,  situated  on  Black  Lake,  about  5  miles  from  the  present  harbor, 
by  opening  a  channel  having  a  navigable  depth  of  about  5  feet  from  the 
lake  into  Lake  Michigan,  and  protecting  it  by  piers  and  revetments 
made  of  brush  and  stone.  Oontinuation  of  this  improvement  was  taken 
in  hand  by  the  General  Oo  vernment  in  1867,  existing  structures  strength- 
ened by  pile  and  crib  work,  and  extended  until  in  1880  the  north  pier 
and  revetment  had  attained  a  total  length  of  1,854  feet  and  the  south 
pier  1,691  feet.  They  have  remained  without  extension  since  that  time. 
The  estimated  cost  of  the  present  approved  project  was  $291,615.13, 
and  the  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $299,533.76.  The  results 
thereby  attained  have  been  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  piers 
and  revetments  aggregating  3,545  feet  in  length,  covering  a  channel 
way  from  175  to  220  feet  wide,  in  which  a  depth  of  8  to  9  feet  prevails, 
deepened  by  occasional  dredging  to  12  or  13  feet. 

The  expenditures  during  the  past  fiscal  year  were  applied  to  rebuild- 
ing 203  linear  feet  of  the  old  north  pier  and  to  dredging  12,088  cubic 
yards  of  material  from  the  channel  way*    As  a  result  of  dredging,  just 
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then  oompleted,  the  maximum  available  depth  at  the  shoalest  part  of 
the  channel  June  30, 1898,  was  12  feet.  The  proposed  depth  of  12  feet 
can  not  be  maintained  until  considerable  portions  of  the  old  piers  are 
rebuilt  and  extensions  of  about  400  feet  made  to  each.  Tbe  estimate 
submitted  below  relates  to  repairs  of  the  old  work  only,  the  extension 
of  the  piers  being  as  yet  unauthorized. 

A  special  report  relating  to  this  harbor,  dated  January  5, 1897,  was 
made  to  Congress  under  the  provisions  of  river  and  harbor  act  of  June 
3, 1896,  which  called  for  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  making  and  main- 
taining a  navigable  channel  16  feet  deep.  This  report  is  printed  as 
House  Doc.  No.  272,  Fifty-fourth  Oongress,  second  session,  and  in 
Annual  Eeport,  Ohief  of  Engineers  for  1897,  page  2950.  The  estimated 
cost  of  tbe  work  contemplated  by  the  project  then  submitted  was 
$240,000. 

Jalyl,  1897,  balance  unexpended $5,080.36 

JnneSK),  18Si6,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4,501.66 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 578.70 

Jnly  1, 1898,  ontBtanding  liabilities 169.23 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 409.47 

r  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  ;^6ar  ending  June  30, 1900    15, 000. 00 
<  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  section*  2  of  river  and 
t     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  K  7.) 

8.  Orand  Haven  Harhor^  Michigan, — ^This  harbor  is  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Grand  Biver,  which  had  a  shifting  channel,  with  a  depth  of  9  feet 
at  its  mouth,  before  improvement.  Tbe  first  step  in  the  line  of  improve- 
ment was  taken  by  the  Detroit,  Orand  Haven  and  Milwaukee  Bailroad 
Company,  by  constructing  a  pier  on  the  SQuth  side  to  provide  for  the 
interchange  of  traffic  between  the  railroad  and  its  translake  line  of 
steamers.  Its  systematic  improvement  was  commenced  by  the  Gov- 
ernment in  1867,  and  has  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  a  harbor  that 
not  only  satisfies  the  needs  of  an  extensive  local  commerce,  but  gives 
to  general  commerce  its  only  harbor  of  refuge  from  westerly  gales  on 
this  coast  south  of  Grand  Traverse  Bay. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  last  fiscal  year  the  north  pier  and  revetment 
was  3,538  feet  long  and  projected  1,472  feet  beyond  the  shore  line;  the 
south  pier  and  revetment  was  5,774  feet  long  and  projected  1,681  feet 
beyond  the  shore  line. 

The  total  estimated  cost  of  improvements  heretofore  authorized 
amounts  to  $804,366.15;  the  total  expenditure  to  June  30, 1898,  was 
$738,767.73,  resulting  in  building  and  maintaining  the  piers  and  revet- 
ments referred  to  above  and  in  doing  a  large  amount  of  dredging  for 
gaining  and  keeping  the  required  channel  depth. 

The  expenditures  during  the  last  fiscal  year  were  applied  to  minor 
repairs  of  crib  work  and  to  refilling  them  in  part,  and  to  dredging 
40,942  cubic  yards  of  material  from  the  interior  channel  way. 

The  formation  of  the  shoal  in  front  of  the  entrance  is  the  principal 
difficulty  that  has  to  be  contended  with  in  the  improvement  of  this 
harbor;  pier  extension  alone  will  not  solve  the  problem.  The  principal 
element  that  contributes  to  its  formation  is  the  sand  blown  into  the 
harbor  from  the  adjoining  uncovered  sand  dunes,  and  then  carried  by 
the  body  of  water  flowing  out  of  Grand  Biver  through  the  contracted 
waterway  between  the  piers  until  the  current  is  checked  on  spreading 
into  Lake  Michigan  and  no  longer  able  to  uphold  its  load  of  sand. 
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It  then  fulls  to  the  lake  bed  and  goes  toward  the  upbuilding  of  the 
shoal.  The  remedy  is  to  eut  off  the  supply  of  sand  by  a  growth  of 
vegetation  on  the  dunes  adjoining  the  harbor  and  supplement  this  with 
a  suitable  combination  of  sand  fences.  With  this  done  and  the  piers 
extended,  as  required  by  the  present  approved  project,  a  channel  depth 
of  full  18  feet  at  entrance  may  be  counted  upon.  Nothing  less  will 
satisfy  the  important  requirement  of  making  this  a  safe  harbor  of  refuge. 

July  1, 1897, balance  unexpended $32,100.38 

June  SO,  18w,  amoont  expended  daring  fiscal  year 11,501.96 


Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 20,598.43 

July  1, 1898,  ontatanding  fiabilities 156.40 


July  1, 1898,  balance  ayailable 20,443.02 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 45, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  prontably^  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    30, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acte  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  K  8.) 

9.  Grand  Biverj  Michigan.— Between  1881  and  1886  $50,000  was 
applied  to  dredging  some  of  the  worst  bars  in  the  Grand  Biver  between 
Grand  Bapids  and  its  mouth,  the  result  of  which  was  to  obtain,  tem- 
porarily, narrow  channels  through  these  bars  with  a  navigable  depth 
of  about  4  feet.  In  its  original  condition,  the  depth  iu  crossings  over 
some  of  the  bars  did  not  exceed  2  feet.  No  further  work  was  done  on 
the  stream  until  1896,  when  a  project  was  adopted  which  provided  for 
dredging  a  channel  to  the  depth  of  10  feet  and  width  of  100  feet,  the 
estimated  cost  being  $670,500«  Operations  under  this  project  were 
commenced  in  May,  1897,  aud  from  that  time  until  June  30, 1897, 14,035 
cubic  yards  of  material  had  been  dredged,  and  the  expenditures  to  that 
date  were  $8,420.02,  for  fitting  up  the  required  plant  and  doing  the 
dredging  above  indicated. 

The  total  expenditures  for  improvement  of  this  river  to  June  30, 1897, 
amounted  to  $58,420.02. 

The  expenditures  during  the  past  fiscal  year  were  applied  to  contin- 
uing the  work  of  dredging,  the  amount  excavated  during  the  year  being 
147,170  cubic  yards,  making  the  total  excavation  since  the  beginning 
of  the  work  161,205  cubic  yards.  The  maximum  available  depths  at 
the  shoalest  points  of  the  dredged  channels  June  30, 1898,  varied  from 
3  to  5  feet,  except  in  that  ms^e  through  Deer  Greek  Bar,  19^  miles 
bdow  Grand  Bapids,  where  the  depth  was  reduced  to  2^  feet  as  a  result 
of  the  spring  freshets  in  the  river. 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $41,579.98 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 18, 695. 21 


July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 22,884.77 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 1,609.13 


July  1,1898,  balance  available .• 21,275.64 


{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 620, 500. 00 
Amountthatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  100, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  comp&anoe  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  K  9.) 
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10.  Muskegon  Harbor^  Michigan, — ^Tbe  first  iraprovemeut  at  this  place 
was  made  at  local  expense  by  coustnicting  slab  piors  and  revetments 
so  as  to  afford  entrance  from  Lake  Michigan  to  Muskegon  Lake  for 
vessels  drawing  7  feet.  The  work  was  taken  in  hand  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  1867,  old  piers  were  remodeled  and  extended  across  the  bar  at 
entrance,  channel  dredged,  and  a  through  depth  of  12  feet  obtained. 
Thereafter  the  piers  were  prolonged  as  necessitated  by  the  steady  lake- 
ward  progress  of  the  shore  line  and  sand  deposits  in  advance  of  it,  and 
a  fair  12-foot  channel  thereby  maintained,  but  the  clear  way  between 
the  piers  was  only  180  feet,  making  entrance  dangerous  in  stormy 
weather.  Alter  1882  this  dil3iculty  was  remedied  by  building  exten- 
sions of  the  north  pier  on  a  line  300  feet  from  the  south  pier  and  con- 
necting the  old  and  new  lines  by  an  oblique  wing  of  crib  work  330  feet 
long.  In  1892  the  project  of  improvement  was  amplified  and  defined 
with  a  view  to  securing  and  maintaining  a  navigable  depth  of  15  feet. 
It«  estimated  cost  was  $260,000.  Prior  to  the  adoption  of  this  modified 
project  ox)erations  had  been  carried  on  under  appropriations  made  from 
time  to  time  in  such  sums  as  were  called  for  to  meet  immediate  neces- 
sities, but  without  defined  estimates  of  ultimate  cost.  The  expendi- 
tures for  the  work  so  done  amounted  to  $262,914.18. 

The  total  expenditure  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $430,341.90,  when  the 
north  pier  and  revetment  had  a  completed  length  of  2,579  feet  and  the 
soath  pier  1,485  feet. 

The  expenditures  during  the  last  fiscal  year  weie  applied  to  the  con- 
struction of  200  linear  feet  of  crib  work  for  extending  the  south  pier, 
repairing  about  250  feet  of  old  crib  work  of  the  same  pier,  and  dredging. 
'Jlie  maximum  available  depth  at  shoalest  part  of  channel,  June  30, 1898, 
was  15  feet. 

Jnly  1,  1897,  balaDce  nnexpeuded $33,658.10 

.1  mie  30|  lS96y  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 24, 390. 31 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 9,267.79 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $155. 32 

Jaly  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 6, 797. 11 

6, 952. 43 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available 2,315.36 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 125, 000. 00 
A  mount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    60, 000. 00 
Bnbmitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  K  10.) 

ii.  White  Lake  Harbor^  Michigan. — The  improvement  at  this  point 
contemplates  the  creation  and  maintenance  of  a  channel  200  feet  wide 
and  12  feet  deep  between  revetments  and  piers  extending  to  deep  water 
in  Lake  Michigan,  thereby  providing  easy  entrance  to  White  Lake. 
Before  improvement  the  two  lakes  were  connected  by  a  narrow  and 
winding  stream  with  a  navigable  capacity  of  only  5  feet.  The  esti- 
mated cost  of  the  improvement  was  originally  $170,530.80,  subse- 
qaenUy  increased  by  additional  projects  of  1873, 1884,  and  1892  to 
$337,550. 

The  total  expenditure  to  Jnne  30,  1897,  was  $280,360.26,  and  the 
harbor  works  then  comprised  a  north  pier  1,515  feet  long  projecting 
into  Lake  Michigan  360  feet  beyond  its  shore  line,  and  a  soath  pier 
1,854  feet  long  projecting  700  feet  beyond  the  shore  line. 

No  work  was  done  during  the  last  fiscal  year.  The  maximum  avail- 
able depth  at  shoalest  part  of  channel  June  30, 1898,  was  10^  feet. 
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July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $9,189.74 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year .* 243. 82 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 8,945.92 

July  1, 1898,  outfitandlng  riabilitiea $105.60 

July  1, 1898,  amount  oovored  by  uncompleted  contracts 2, 000. 00 

2. 105. 60 


July  1, 1898, balance  available 6,840.32 

f  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing,  project 48, 000. 00 

I  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Juno  30, 

<      1900,  including  maintenance 35,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
^    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  K  11.) 

1J2,  Pentwater  Harbor,  Michigan, — Originally  an  unnavigable  connec- 
tion existed  between  Lake  Michigan  and  Pentwater  Lake,  which  had 
been  improved  by  local  interests  so  as  to  afford  a  narrow  4foot  channel 
at  the  time  the  Government  work  was  commenced  in  1867.  The  project 
of  improvement  then  adopted  and  followed  withont  modification  until 
the  present  time  aimed  to  increase  the  channel  depth  to  12  feet  and 
maintain  it  between  revetments  and  piers  extending  into  Lake  Michigan. 
Its  estimated  cost  was  $327,713.40. 

The  total  expenditure  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $241,264.96,  and  the 
harbor  work  then  comprised  a  north  pier  and  revetment  2,226  feet  long 
projecting  into  Lake  Michigan  610  feet  beyond  the  shore  line,  and  a 
south  pier  and  revetment  1,847  feet  long  projecting  621  feet  beyond  the 
shore  line. 

No  work  was  done  at  the  harbor  during  the  last  fiscal  year  until  near 
its  close,  when  operations  for  rebuilding  about  440  feet  in  length  of  the 
north  pier  were  commenced;  bnt  little  progress  had  been  made  on  this 
work  up  to  the  close  of  the  year.  The  maximum  available  depth  at  the 
shoalest  part  of  the  channel  June  30, 1898,  wa«  10^  feet. 

The  present  piers  reach  to  but  little  beyond  the  10  foot  curve  in  Lake 
Michigan,  and  for  this  reason  a  greater  navigable  depth  can  not  be 
kept,  except  as  dredging  serves  to  give  it  temporarily.  Twelve  feet,  as 
called  for  by  the  approved  project,  can  be  obtained  and  held  with  any 
permanence  only  when  the  piers  shall  have  been  extended  to  the  15  foot 
curve,  now  300  to  400  feet  distant;  the  limit  of  extension  at  present 
authorized  is  200  feet  for  the  south  and  nothing  for  the  north  pier. 
Nearly  2,000  feet  of  the  old  pier  work  is  over  20  years  old  and  most  of 
it  so  thoroughly  dilapidated  that  entire  reconstruction  is  urgently 
important. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $7, 555. 04 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year *    403. 35 

July  1, 1898,  -balance  unexpended 7, 151. 69 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities $708.57 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 4, 474. 72 

5,183.29 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,968.40 


r  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 78, 893. 40 

J  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  25, 000. 00 
]  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
I     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ci\il  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  K  12.) 

13.  Ludington  Harbor j  Michigan. — Before  the  Government  undertook 
any  work  for  improving  this  harbor,  local  eutinprise  had  made  a  narrow 
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7-foot  channel  from  Lake  Michigan  to  Pere  Marquette  Lake,  and  main- 
tained it  for  several  years.  The  Government  work  was  commenced  in 
1867,  with  the  purpose  of  enlarging  the  channel  to  a  width  of  200  feet 
and  depth  of  12  feet,'  and  protecting  it  by  piers  projecting  into  Lake 
Michigan.  The  estimated  cost  was  $270,682.  The  improvement  was 
duly  made,  and  subsequently  maintained  by  periodical  dredging  and 
pier  extensions.  In  1890  the  scope  of  the  design  was  enlarged,  and  18 
feet  was  fixed  upon  as  the  depth  to  be  obtained,  thereby  necessitating 
extensions  of  50io  and  700  feet  to  the  north  and  south  piers  respectively* 
It  was  ftirther  designed  that  these  extensions  should  be  so  made  as  to 
increase  the  width  at  entrance  to  250  feet.  These  extensions  have  been 
BO  made,  but  the  full  depth  of  18  feet  has  not  yet  been  fully  realized. 

In  1890  the  old  project  was  modified,  increasing  the  navigable  depth 
to  18  feet  and  the  width  of  channel  at  entrance  to  250  feet.  Under  this 
modification  the  north  and  south  piers  were  extended  500  and  700  feet 
respectively.  At  the  beginning  of  the  last  fiscal  year  the  total  length 
of  the  north  pier  was  1,452  feet  and  it  projected  880  feet  beyond  the 
shore  line;  the  south  pier  had  a  total  length  of  2,381  feet  and  projected 
1,435  feet  beyond  the  shore  line. 

The  total  estimated  cost  of  the  original  and  modified  projects  was 
$381,682,  and  the  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $368,819.90, 
resulting  in  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  piers  above 
referred  to,  and  an  extensive  amount  of  dredging  in  the  channel  way 
between  them.  The  expenditures  for  the  past  fiscal  year  were  applied 
in  rebuilding  207  linear  feet  of  the  north  pier  and  303  linear  feet  of  the 
south  pier.  The  maximum  available  depth  at  the  shoalest  part  of  the 
channel  June  30, 1898,  was  16^  feet. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  old  piers  is  badly  rotted  and  rapidly 
falling  to  pieces;  about  2,300  linear  feet  is  more  than  20  years  old,  and 
of  this  distance  more  than  half  is  between  25  and  30  years  old.  It  is 
essential  that  these  portions  be  rebuilt  as  soon  as  practicable. 

A  special  report  in  relation  to  this  harbor  dated  January  2. 1897,  was 
submitted  to  Congress  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  river 
and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  and  published  as  House  Doc.  No.  273, 
Fifty-fourth  Congress,  second  session,  and  in  Annual  Beport,  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  1897,  page  2951.  The  estimated  total  cost,  as  given  in 
that  report,  of  completing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  so  as  to  obtain 
and  maintain  a  channel  with  a  navigable  depth  of  18  feet,  is  $210,000. 

Joly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended .'. $19,614.20 

J  one  30, 1898,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 12, 059. 66 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 7,654.54 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $54.55 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 4, 000. 00 

4,054.55 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 3,499.99 

r  Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endine  June  30, 1900    25, 000. 00 
<  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
1,     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  K  13.) 

14,  Manistee  Rarhor^  Michigan, — Before  the  Oovernment  undertook 
any  work  at  this  place,  local  enterprise  had  opened  an  entrance  to  the 
river  for  vessels  drawing  7  feet.  Systematic  work  was  commenced  by 
the  Government  in  1867,  under  a  project  for  pier  constmction  and 
dredonn^,  with  a  view  of  forming  and  maintaining  a  navigable  channel 
12  feet  deep  at  the  entrance  to  and  between  the  piers.    The  \)to^^e\»^^^ 


420        REPORT   OF  THE   CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS,  U.  8.  ARM7. 

• 

extended  in  1873  to  inclade  dredging  in  the  river  for  a  distanoe  of  about 
1.350  feet  inside  the  shore  end  of  piers,  and  to  constraoting  revetments 
along  the  line  of  channel  so  dredged.  In  1890  the  scope  of  operations 
was  again  ezt^ided  to  indnde  dredging  a  channel  15  feet  deep  through- 
oat  the  length  of  the  Manistee  Biver,  a  distance  of  about  8,000  feet. 
li*om  Lake  Michigan  to  Manistee  Lake,  and  to  extending  the  noith  and 
south  piers,  respectively,  to  the  18  and  14  foot  curves  in  Lake  Michi- 
gan, with  a  view  to  maintaining  that  depth  of  channel  at  the  entrance. 
The  river  channel  was  dredged  through  in  1891-92,  and  the  proposed 
extension  of  the  north  pier  was  completed  in  1893.  The  south  pier  has 
not  yet  been  extended. 

The  total  estimated  cost  of  all  work,  contemplated  by  the  projects 
above  referred  to,^  was  $408,000,  and  the  total  expenditure  applied  to 
their  construction  and  maintenance  to  June  30, 1897,  $360,001.1^.  The 
total  length  of  piers  constructed  was  4,105  feet,  and  the  available 
channel  depth  13|  feet. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  last  fiscal  year  was  applied  to 
dredging,  the  amount  excavated  being  11,064  cubic  yards,  which  resulted 
in  making  a  navigable  channel  depth  of  15  feet  temporarily.  The 
maximum  available  depth  at  the  shoalest  part  of  the  channel  June  30, 
1898,  was  13  feet. 

The  350-foot  extention  of  the  south  pier,  as  contemplated  by  the 
present  approved  project,  shoald  be  made  without  further  delay,  as  the 
rapid  development  of  the  sand  accretions  at  the  present  end  of  the  pier 
is  liable  at  any  time  to  produce  a  complete  blockade  at  the  entrance  to 
the  harbor;  300  linear  feet  of  crib  work  now  over  20  years  old  needs 
rebuilding  above  water,  and  dredging  is  required  annually  for  main- 
taining the  necessary  depth  of  channel  between  the  piers  and  in  the 
river  above. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $14,998.18 

June  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 1, 856. 50 

July  1^1898,  balance  unexpended 13,141.68 

July  1,1898,  outstanding  liabilities.. $53.80 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts S,  000. 00 

8,053.80 

July  1, 1898,  balance  ayailable 10,087.88 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 60, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expenaed  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  including  mamtenance 30,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oivil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  K  14.) 

15.  Sarbor  of  refuge  at  Portage  Lake,  Manistee  County j  Mich. — The 
great  need  of  a  harbor  of  refnge  in  this  vicinity  has  long  been  recog- 
nized, and  the  peculiar  adaptability  of  Portage  Lake  led  to  its  selec- 
tion for  this  purpose  as  far  back  as  1378.  Oongress  made  the  first 
appropriation  for  the  work  in  the  following  year,  and  it  has  been  in 
progress  since  that  time;  bat  the  amounts  appropriated  have  been  so 
small  that  it  has  thus  far  been,  impossible  to  obtain  any  asefol  results 
so  far  as  the  object  in  view  is  concerned.  The  total  estimated  cost  of 
the  improvement  is  $267,500. 

The  total  expenditure  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $124,107.65.  This  resulted 
in  building  2,812  feet  of  piers  and  revetments,  their  maintenance  during 
a  period  of  twenty  years,  and  in  doing  a  large  amount  of  dredging  firom 
jaar  to  year  in  the  channel  way  between  piers.    The  amount  expended 
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during  the  last  fiscal  year  was  applied  to  dredging  18|019  cubic  yards 
of  sand  from  the  channel,  rebuilding  612  linear  feet  of  old  south  pier, 
and  addi]ig2feet  to  the  height  of  saperstracture  over  a  length  of  1,342 
linear  feet  of  north  pier.  The  resnlt  was  to  restore  most  of  the  pier 
work  to  a  serviceable  condition  and  to  obtain  a  narrow  channel  saffi- 
dent  for  the  requirements  of  the  small  local  commerce  tributary  to  the 
harbor.  The  maximum  available  depth  at  the  shoalest  part  of  the 
channel  June  30, 1808,  was  11  feet. 

The  work  done  during  the  past  two  years  has  simply  served  to  restore 
the  piers  to  the  condition  in  which  they  were  more  than  ten  years  ago^ 
except  787  linear  feet  of  south  pier,  which  must  also  be  rebuilt.  Unless 
the  piers  are  now  prolonged  to  deep  water,  the  whole  expenditure  of 
nearly  (150,000  heretofore  made  wiU  have  been  useless  as  respects  its 
essential  purpose.  The  estimated  total  cost  of  doing  this,  including 
repairs  that  remain  to  be  done  to  the  old  piers  and  dredging  the  chan- 
n^  way  to  its  full  depth,  is  (155,000,  provided  all  the  work  be  done 
under  a  single  appropriation.  The  cost  under  small  appropriations 
can  not  be  estimated  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  but  it  would  largely 
exceed  that  above  indicated. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnezpMided $26,392.35 

Jane  30, 1SSN3,  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 17,115.66 


Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 9,276. 

July  1, 1898,  otttatanding  liabilities $2,115.38 

July  1, 1898,  amount  coveied  by  uncompleted  contracts 3, 803. 97 

6, 919. 36 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 3,357.34 

{Amount  Testimated)  required  for  completion  of  ezistins  project 160, 000. 00 
Amount  tnat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    75, 000. 00 
Bubmitted  in  compliance  witb  requirements  of  sections  2  of  riyer  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyU  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  K  15.) 

IS,  Frank/art  Harbor^  Michigan. — Before  any  work  was  done  by  the 
Government^  Lake  Anx  Bees  Scies  (Frankfort)  conld  be  entered  fh>m 
Lake  Michigan  by  a  narrow  and  uncertain  channel  3  or  4  feet  deep. 
The  project  adopted  on  commencing  improvements  in  1867  was  to 
dredge  a  new  connecting  channel  12  feet  deep  and  200  feet  wide,  and  to 
protect  its  sides  by  pile  revetments  and  its  entrance  by  crib  piers  extend- 
ing 672  feet  into  Lake  Michigan  on  the  north  side  and  832  foet  on  the 
sonth  side.  The  estimated  cost  was  $146,400.  This  project  was  after- 
wards modified  from  time  to  time  to  provide  for  repairs,  dredging,  and 
necessary  pier  extension,  until,  in  the  project  as  adopted  in  1892,  the 
original  estimate  had  been  increased  to  (325,659.85  as  the  total  esti- 
mated cost  of  original  construction,  maintenance,  and  repairs,  and  new 
work.  The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3,  1896,  provides  for  a 
navigable  channel  18  feet  deep. 

The  total  expenditure  to  June  30, 1897,  was  (324,348.53,  and  the  north 
iner  then  had  a  length  of  1,499  feet  and  the  south  pier  1,537  feet,  400  of 
which  had  just  been  built  by  the  Toledo  and  Ann  Arbor  Railway  Oom- 
pany,  without  expense  to  the  Government,  in  order  to  expedite  work 
under  the  new  project. 

The  expenditures  during  the  past  fiscal  year  were  applied  to  rebuildr 
iBg  unserviceable  sections  of  the  old  piers,  aggregating  966  flset  in 
length,  and  making  some  minor  repairs  to  other  portions.  The  maxi- 
mum available  depth  at  the  shoalest  part  of  the  channel  June  30,  ld98, 
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was  scant  16  feet,  and  the  width  of  channel  with  that  depth  was  less 
than  60  feet. 

An  extension  of  600  feet  to  the  north  pier,  sapplementing  that  made 
by  the  railway  company  to  the  sonth  pier,  is  essential  for  completing 
the  improvement  so  as  to  provide  and  maintain  the  navigable  depth  of 
18  feet  called  for  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  and 
urgently  needed  for  the  commerce  of  this  port.  The  cost  of  this  exten- 
sion is  estimated  at  $65,000,  and  this,  with  the  cost  of  rebnilding 
unserviceable  sections  of  old  piers  aggregating  650  feet  in  length,  and 
dredging,  makes  the  total  amount  required  for  completing  the  present 
approved  project  $75,000. 

Jaly  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $18,589.82 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 9, 065. 57 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 9,5^.25 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $36.00 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 5, 846. 98 

5,882.98 

July  1,1898,  balance  available 3,641.27 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 65, 000. 00 

Amount  that  oan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

I     1900,  indudhig-mafntbnance 45,000.00 

I  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
t    harbor  acts  df  1866  and  1867  aud  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  K  16.) 

17.  Charlevoix  Harbor,  Michigan, — ^The  improvements  at  tbis  place 
are  designed  to^rnish  access  to  Eound  and  Pine  lakes,  situated  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  peninsula  between  Grand  and  Little  Traverse 
bays.  The  original  outlet  from  these  lakes  to  Lake  Michigan  was  a 
narrow  stream  through  which  boats  drawing  only  2  or  3  feet  could  pass, 
but  local  enterprise  improved  these  conditions  by  dredging  and  tempo- 
rary pier  construction  so  as  to  permit  the  passage  of  vessels  drawing 
6  feet.  Work  was  then  commenced  by  the  Government  with  an  appro- 
priation  of  $10,000,  made  in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  14, 
1876,  the  project  providing  for  dredging  a  straight  channel  100  feet 
wide  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  through  Pine  River  to  Round  Lake,  and  pro- 
tecting its  sides  by  pile  revetments  and  its  entrance  by  crib  piers  150 
feet  apart,  extending  to  12  feet  of  water  in  Lake  Michigan.  This  proj- 
ect was  extended  in  1882  to  provide  a  revetted  channel  12  feet  deep 
from  Round  to  Pine  Lake,  and  with  this  modification  the  estimated 
cost  of  the  whole  improvement  was  $186,000. 

The  structures  built  since  the  improvement  was  commenced  comprise 
2,484  linear  feet  of  pile  revetment  and  1,271  feet  of  crib  piers  in  the 
lower  channel  from  Lake  Michigan  to  Round  Lake,  and  705  feet  of  pile 
revetments  in  the  upper  channel  which  forms  the  connection  between 
Round  and  Pine  lakes,  making  the  total  length  of  piers  and  revet- 
ments 4,460  feet.  All  this  Work,  together  with  a  vast  amount  of  dredg- 
ing, was  completed  by  1890,  and  everything  done  from  that  time  to  the 
be^nning  of  the  last  fiscal  year  was  for  maintaining  the  improvement, 
by  miscellaneous  repairs  of  piers  and  revetments,  and  dredging. 

The  total  expenditure  for  original  improvements  and  their  mainte- 
nance to  June  30, 1897,  covering  operations  through  a  period  of  twenty- 
one  years,  was  $118,693.70. 

Operations  daring  the  last  fiscal  year  were  in  continuation  of  work 
in  progress  at  its  commencement,  under  a  contract  completed  in  Decem- 
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ber,  1897,  for  rebuildiog  478  liiiear  feet  of  the  old  north  pier  which 
could  no  longer  be  trusted  to  hold  together.  Another  contract  was 
made  in  April,  1898,  for  rebuilding  above  water  723  linear  feet  of  the 
revetment  on  the  south  side  of  the  lower  channel,  and  work  was  well 
under  way  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

A  special  report  in  relation  to  this  haroor  was  submitted  December 
19, 1896,  and  is  printed  in  Eeport  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers  for  1897, 
IKiges  2953-2954,  and  also  as  House  Doc.  No.  144,  Fifty-fourth  Congress, 
second  session.  It  was  made  under  the  requirement  of  the  river  and 
harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  calling  for  the  estimated  cost  of  providing 
a  navigable  depth  of  16  feet;  the  estimate  submitted  was  $160,000. 

If  the  old  project  contemplating  a  navigable  depth  of  only  12  feet  be 
adhered  to,  the  estimated  cost  of  completion  and  maintenance  is  as  fol- 
lows: Extending  south  pier  200  feet,  $18,000;  rebuilding  1,000  feet  of 
old  piers,  $10,000;  dredging,  $4,000;  making  in  all,  with  due  allowance 
for  supervision,  engineering,  and  office  contingencies,  $35,000. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  uuexpondod $21,806.30 

June  90, 1898,  amount  expended  diiriui;  fiscal  year 8, 646. 38 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 13,159.92 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $2,310.81 

Jaly  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 5, 610. 78 

7, 921. 59 

July  1,1898,  balance  available 5,238.33 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 45, 500. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    25, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  K  K  17.) 

18.  Petoskey  Harbor,  Michigan. — Petoskey  is  so  situated  on  the  south- 
east shore  of  Little  Traverse  Bay  that  its  water  front  is  wholly  exposed 
to  winds  coming  from  between  west  and  northwest,  and  when  high. 
gales,  with  a  sweep  of  more  than  100  miles  across  Lake  Michigan,  blow 
from  that  quarter,  it  is  impossible,  or  at  least  hazardous,  to  make  a 
landing'in.the  immediate  vicinity.  To  remedy  this  condition  of  affairs 
Congress,  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  18, 1894,  authorized 
the  construction  of  breakwaters  designed  to  cover  the  landing  pier  and 
provide  a  small  sheltered  area  adjoining  them.  The  estimated  cost  of 
the  project  was  $170,000. 

The  total  expenditure  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $50,496.12,  resulting  ia 
the  construction  of  801  linear  feet  of  breakwater.  The  expenditures 
during  the  last  fiscal  year  were  for  repairiug  some  damage  that  had 
been  sustained  by  the  slighter  inshore  sections  of  the  breakwater. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $2,503.88 

June  30, 1888,  amount  expended  duriup;  fiscal  year 1, 235. 19 

Jnly  1. 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,268.69 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 24.00 

July  1, 1888,  balance  available 1,244.69 

{Amount  ^estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 117, 000. 00 
Amounttnatcan  be  profitably  expendedinfiscalvearendingJnneSO,  1900    25, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbdr  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897, 

(See  Appendix  K  E  18.) 
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SURVEY  MADE   IN   COMPLIANCE  WITH  BIYEB  AND   HARBOR  ACT   OP 

JUNE  3,  189(5. 

The  survey  of  Kalamazoo  River,  Michiganj  from  8augatuck  to  New 
Richmond,  was  made  by  Oapt.  O.  McD.  Townsend,  Corps  of  Engiueers, 
and  report  dated  December  2S,  1897,  submitted. 

Four  projects  for  improvement  are  presented,  as  follows: 

1.  For  a  channel  with  a  depth  of  4  feet  at  low  wat«r  and  bottom  width  of 

50  feet $5,000 

2.  For  a  channel  with  a  depth  of  6  feet  at  low  water  and  bottom  width  of 

75  feet 60,000 

3.  For  a  channel  with  a  depth  of  8  feet  at  low  water  and  bottom  width  of 

100  feet 100,000 

4.  For  an  8-foot  channel  extending  through  Indian  Channel  and  abandoning 

the  main  river  from  head  of  Indian  Cat  to  Indian  Point 78, 000 

Captain  Townseud  estimates  that  the  channel  dredfi^ed  could  be  main- 
tained at  an  annual  cost  not  exceeding  10  i)er  cent  of  the  original 
outlay. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
Fo.  233,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
K  K  19.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  ON  THE  EASTERN  COAST  OF 
MICHIGAN  AND  OF  WATERS  CONNECTING  THE  GREAT  LAKES. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  G.  J.  Lydecker,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  having  under  his  immediate  orders  Lieut.  James  F. 
Mclndoe,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  April  10, 1898. 

1.  Ship  channel  connecting  waters  of  the  Great  Lakes  between  Chicago^ 
Diiluthj  and  Buffalo. — When  this  project  was  adopted  the  available 
depth  in  the  connecting  waters  of  the  Great  Lakes  was  about  16  feet,  a 
condition  that  had  been  brought  about,  in  part,  by  successive  improve- 
ments of  several  localities  where  the  original  depth  had  been  from  6  to 
10  or  12  feet  only.  In  the  meantime,  and  pursuant  to  Congressional 
legislation,  projects  had  been  inaugurated  for  obtaining  a  navigable 
depth  of  20  feet  through  the  St.  Marys  Falls  Canal,  Hay  Lake  Channel 
of  St.  Marys  Eiver,  and  Limekiln  Crossing  in  Detroit  River.  To  sup- 
plement this  work  and  provide  a  channel  of  like  navigable  depth 
through  other  shoal  places  in  the  line  of  Jake  travel  from  the  head  of 
Lake  Superior  or  Lake  Michigan  to  Buffalo,  at  the  foot  of  Lake  Erie, 
the  river  and  harbor  act  of  July  13, 1892,  provided  as  follows: 

For  ship  channel  twenty  and  twenty-one  feet  in  depth,  and  a  minimum  width  of 
three  hundred  feet,  in  the  shaUows  of  the  connecting  waters  of  the  Gieat  Lakes 
between  Chica<;o,  l)nluth,  and  Buffalo,  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand 
doHars :  Provided,  That  contracts  may  be  entered  into  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
such  materials  and  work  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  plans  proposed  by 
General  O.  M.  Poe,  Corps  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army,  dated  January  twen- 
tieth, eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-one,  and  printed  as  Itouse  Executive  Document, 
Numbered  Two  hundred  and  seven,  second  session,  Fifty-first  Congress,  for  such 
ship  channel,  to  be  paid  for  as  appropriations  may  from  time  to  time  be  made  by 
law,  not  to  exceed  in  the  aggregate  two  million  nine  hundred  and  sixty-five  thoa- 
sand  dollars,  exclusive  of  the  amount  herein  appropriated. 

The  estimated  total  cost  of  work  specified  in  the  foregoing  paragraph 
was  $3,340,000. 

Operations  were  commenced  in  the  spring  of  1893  under  contracts 
entered  into  December  31, 1892,  and  by  June  30, 1897,  channels  of  the 
prescribed  depth  had  been  completed  with  widths  varying  flrom  300  to 
2,400  feet  at  all  places  specified  in  the  original  project. 
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The  expenditure  to  Jane  SO,  1897,  was  $2,212,512.35,  with  results  as 
above  indicated,  the  total  excavation  to  that  date  being  9,643,179.78 
cubic  yards. 

Operations  during  the  last  fiscal  year  comprise  (1)  work  for  increas- 
ing the  widtii  and  depth  of  channels  aa  originally  completed  through 
Bound  Island  Shoals,  St.  Marys  Biver,  this  being  essential  to  make 
navigation  through  these  channels  reasonably  safe  on  account  of  their 
exiK)sure  to  heavy  seas  rolling  in  from  Lake  Superior,  and  the  prev- 
^ence  of  fogs  in  tiie  spring  and  fall  months;  (2)  completing  the  removal 
of  Point  Aux  Fr6nes  Shoal,  foot  of  Mud  Lake,  St.  Marys  Biver, 
thereby  clearing  the  direct  lines  of  travel  of  a  dangerous  obstruction, 
of  which  there  was  no  knowledge  when  the  original  project  was  sub- 
mitted; (3)  removing  part  of  the  Middle  Ground  Shoal  at  Port  Huron, 
St.  Glair  Biver,  thereby  widening  and  straightening  the  main  ship  chan- 
nel and  making  navigation  very  much  s^er;  (4)  removing  bowlders, 
rock,  and  other  material  from  the  ship  channel  in  lower  sections  of  the 
Detroit  Biver,  which  now  constitute  the  only  link  in  the  line  of  through 
travel  at  which  the  required  depth  of  20  feet  has  not  yet  been  obtain^. 
The  result  of  the  year's  work  there  was  to  increase  the  available  depth 
from  16J  feet  to  18  feet  at  the  present  stage  of  water;  (5)  completing 
channel  through  bar  at  mouth  of  Detroit  Biver  (section  8  of  the  ship 
channel).  This  work  was  in  progress  from  the  spring  of  1893  until 
October  29, 1897,  under  contract  dated  December  31, 1892,  calling  for 
dredging  a  channel  21  feet  deep  and  800  feet  wide  for  a  distance  of 
about  26,600  feet.  The  total  amount  of  material  removed  during  the 
progress  of  the  work  was  1,093,916  cubic  yards,  scow  measure,  of  which 
82,793  cubic  yards  was  taken  out  during  the  last  fiscal  year.  Work 
done  under  items  2,  3,  and  5  was  completed,  and  that  under  1  and  4  is 
still  in  progress. 

The  sundry  civil  act  approved  June  4, 1897,  appropriated  (1,090,000 
^^for  completing  improvement  of  channel  connecting  the  waters  of  the 
Great  Lakes  between  Chicago,  Duluth,  and  Buffalo,  including  necessary 
observations  and  investigations  in  connection  with  the  preservation  of 
such  channel  depth." 

This  makes  the  total  of  appropriation  equal  to  original  estimate  of 
cost)  and  it  will  suffice  for  doing  all  that  was  contemplated  by  that  esti- 
mate; but  the  estimate  was  predicated  on  such  general  information  as 
was  available  at  the  time,  no  specific  surveys  having  then  been  made, 
and  the  development  of  shoals  or  dangers  then  unknown  or  not  consid- 
ered in  the  estimate,  was  indicated  as  being  highly  probable.  It  is  now 
certain  that  additional  funds  will  be  required  tor  the  proper  completion 
of  this  important  commercial  highway,  not  only  to  provide  for  the 
prompt  removal  of  such  shoals  as  soon  as  they  may  be  discovered,  but 
also  to  widen  all  the  narrower  portions  of  the  through  channel  in  order 
to  make  navigation  through  them  reasonably  safe;  but  the  submission 
of  any  additional  estimate  for  these  purposes  is  deferred  until  called 
for  by  Gongress. 

The  amount  of  freight  carried  through  the  St.  Marys  Kiver  section  of 
this  channel  during  the  navigable  season  of  1897  was  18,982,765  tons, 
valued  at  $218,235,927.  Reliable  statistics  of  traffl  c  through  the  Detroit 
Biver  are  not  obtainable,  but  it  is  estimated  that  the  amount  and  value 
of  freight  passing  that  section  of  the  through  channel  are  at  least  double 
those  of  the  St.  Marys  liiver  section. 
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July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $1,130,265.71 

June  80, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year,  including  48  cents 

Said  by  Treasury  Department,  account  Western  Union  Telegraph 
ompany 294,609.05 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 835,656.66 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabUities $35,481.81 

July  1,  1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 193,073.50 

228, 555. 31 

July  1, 1898,  balance  ayailable. 607,101.35 

(See  Appendix  L  L  1.) 

2.  8t.  Marys  River  at  the  falls j  Michigan. — When  the  present  project 
of  improvement  was  adopted  the  maximam  draft  which  vessels  could 
carry  through  the  canal  and  locks  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Mich.,  was  16 
feet.  The  old  State  Lock  of  1855  was  700  feet  long  between  gates  and 
70  feet  wide,  with  11^  feet  of  water  over  miter  sills.  The  United  States 
Lock  of  1881,  now  known  as  the  Weitzel  Lock,  was  515  feet  long 
between  gates  and  80  feet  wide,  with  17  feet  depth  over  miter  sills. 

Immediately  after  the  Weitzel  Lock  was  opened  to  traffic  an  aston- 
ishing increase  in  commerce  took  place:  a  like  increase  in  the  size  of 
the  vessels  engaged  in  it  followed,  ana  a  corresponding  increase  of 
navigable  depth  and  locking  capacity  became  imperative.  The  project 
of  October  18, 1886,  was  promptly  adopted  to  meet  these  requiremente, 
its  leading  features  being  to  construct  at  the  site  of  the  old  State  Lock 
a  new  lock  800  feet  long  between  gates,  100  feet  wide,  with  a  depth  of 
21  feet  over  miter  sills,  and  to  provide  it  with  the  best  possible  oper- 
ating machinery  for  the  rapid  passage  of  commerce,  the  canal  and  its 
approaches  to  be  enlarged  and  deepened  correspondingly.  The  esti- 
mated cost  of  the  projected  work  was  $4,738,865.  Details  of  project 
and  estimate  are  published  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers for  1887,  pp.  2220  to  2223. 

Work  was  commenced  in  1887  and  is  still  in  progress.  Until  1890  it 
was  prosecuted  under  successive  appropriations,  but  the  river  and  har- 
bor act  of  September  19, 1890,  provided  for  its  completion  under  the 
contiuuingcontract  system,  and  the  appropriation  made  by  the  sundry 
civil  act  of  March  2, 1895,  brought  the  aggregate  of  appropriations  up 
to  the  amount  called  for  by  the  original  estimate. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $3,561,991.12.  The  prin- 
cipal features  of  the  projected  improvement  had  then  been  completed; 
the  new  lock,  called  the  Poe  Lock  in  honor  of  its  projector,  was  in 
service,  having  been  opened  to  navigation  August  3, 1896;  and  the 
canal  had  been  deepened  throughout  to  25  feet,  except  at  the  site  of 
the  old  movable  dam,  the  miter  sill  of  which  was  still  in  place  with  a 
depth  of  only  16^  to  17  feet  at  the  stage  of  water  then  prevailing.  The 
expenditures  during  the  last  fiscal  year  were  applied  to  continuing  ex- 
cavation of  the  approaches  to  the  canal,  to  the  removal  of  the  sill  of 
the  old  movable  dam,  the  erection  of  new  safety  gates  for  replacing 
it,  and  to  surveys  and  examinations  for  further  operations. 

Fo  additional  estimate  is  submitted,  as  the  balance  of  previous  appro- 
priations will  suffice  for  all  work  required  to  complete  what  remains  to 
be  done  of  the  projected  improvement. 

The  commerce  passing  the  falls  of  St.  Marys  Eiver  during  the  navi- 
gation season  of  1897,  a  period  of  238  days,  comprised  18,982,755  tons 
of  freight,  valued  at  $218,235,927.77.  The  number  of  passengers 
reported  on  vessels  for  the  same  period  was  40,213. 
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July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $1,201,913.44 

June  90, 18SKB,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year,  including  20  cents 
paid  by  Treasury  Department,  account  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company 141,707.74 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,060,205.70 

July  1, 1898,  outotanding  liabilities $49,866.96 

J  uly  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts  ....    28, 645. 84 

78, 012. 80 

July  1,1898,  balance  available 982,192.90 

(See  Appendix  L  L  2.) 

3.  Operating  and  care  of  St.  Marys  Falls  Canal^  Michigan. — The  canal 
was  opened  to  navigation  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  days,  the 
closed  season  being  from  December  10, 1897,  to  April  18, 1898.  The 
Poe  and  Weitzel  locks  were  both  in  service.  A  total  of  13,411  vessels, 
aggregating  14,435,068  registered  tons  and  carrying  14,968,377  tons  of 
freight  and  28,767  passengers,  passed  through  the  locks  in  9,222  lock- 
ages. The  Canadian  Canal  at  Sanlt  Ste.  Marie,  Ontario,  passed  4,750 
vessels,  carrying  5,320,262  tons  of  freight  and  11,883  passengers,  mak- 
ing the  combined  traffic  through  the  two  canals  20,288,639  tons  of 
freight  and  40,650  passengers,  being  4,471,062  tons  and  6,631  passen- 
gers in  excess  of  any  previous  record,  showing  a  phenomenal  increase 
of  27  and  38  per  cent,  respectively,  in  this  Lake  Superior  commerce  for 
the  last  fiscal  year. 

The  principal  items  of  freight  carried  were:  Iron  ore,  11,789,353 
tons;  coal,  3,333,075  tons;  fiour,  8,449,352  barrels;  wheat,  47,926,776 
bushels;  other  grain,  22,907,132  bushels,  and  lumber,  808,607,000  feet, 
board  measure. 

The  total  expenditure  for  the  operation  and  care  of  the  canal  during 
the  year  was  $58,890.72. 

(See  Appendix  L  L  3.) 

4,  Hay  Lake  Channel^  8t.  Marys  River^  Michigan. — Before  improve- 
ment navigation  via  Hay  Lake  was  impossible  for  commercial  purposes, 
on  account  of  rapids  and  shoals  at  the  head  and  foot  of  the  lake.  The 
original  project  of  improvement,  October  27, 1882,  contemplated  a  chan- 
nel 300  feet  wide  and  17  feet  deep  through  the  obstructed  sections,  so 
as  to  pass  from  the  then  navigable  channel  of  the  St.  Marys  Eiver  into 
Hay  Lake  at  the  head  of  Sugar  Island,  and  then,  by  way  of  the  Middle 
iN^eebish,  to  rejoin  the  navigable  channel  of  the  river  at  the  foot  of  Sugar 
Island,  thus  saving  a  distance  of  11  miles  and  obtaining  a  safe  route  for 
travel  by  night,  which  was  not  practicable  by  the  old  channel.  The  esti- 
mated cost  of  this  project  was  $2,127,292.  The  project  was  modified  in 
1886  to  increase  the  navigable  depth  to  20  feet,  and  in  1896  to  make  the 
channel  wider  at  angles  and  other  critical  points.  The  estimated  cost 
of  the  modified  project  of  1886  was  $2,659,115. 

The  wol*k  of  improvement  was  commenced  in  1883,  and  the  route 
opened  to  commerce  June  7, 1894,  though  the  full  width  of  channel  had 
not  then  been  completed  at  all  points.  Operations  since  then  have 
been  directed  toward  obtaining  the  width  requisite  for  safe  navigation. 

The  amount  exi)ended  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1897,  was  $1,941,018.37. 

The  improved  channel  was  excavated  to  a  depth  of  20  feet  below  the 
assumed  mean  water  surface  where  the  bottom  was  in  soft  material, 
and  21  feet  in  rock  or  other  hard  bottom,  except  for  a  length  of  about 
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2,500  feet  of  rock  cnttiDg  in  the  Middle  Neebish,  where  a  depth  of  only 
20  feet  was  made.  The  first  work  done  on  the  improvement  covered 
this  section  of  the  Neebish,  and  the  depth  of  excavation  there  was 
referred  to  a  higher  water  surface  than  that  sabsequently  assumed  for 
the  other  sections.  The  resalt  is  that  the  safe  navigable  depth  in  this 
section  was  approximately  2  feet  less  than  in  other  parts  of  the 
improvement. 

The  result  of  this  improvement  is  that  practically  all  commerce  of 
the  St.  Marys  Biver  now  passes  by  this  route,  as  only  rafts  and  a  few 
small  vessels  engaged  in  local  traffic  continue  to  follow  the  old  channel ; 
the  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Marys  Biver  to  the  canal  at 
Sault  Ste.  Marie  is  shortened  11  miles,  or  19  per  cent,  and  night  navi- 
gation of  the  entire  route  is  now  safe,  whereas  it  was  impracticable 
before.  The  amount  of  freight  passing  through  this  improved  channel 
during  the  season  of  1896  (two  hundred  and  thirty-two  days)  was 
16,239,061  tons,  valued  at  (195,146,842,  and  during  the  season  of  1897 

itwo  hundred  and  thirty-eight  days)  it  was  18,982,755  tons,  valued  at 
^218,235,927. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  several  isolated  shoals  on  or  near  the  line 
of  travel  were  removed  and  the  width  of  channel  increased  at  angu- 
lar points  or  other  places  where  special  danger  had  been  found  to 
exist.  The  result  has  been  to  make  navigation  much  safer  at  those 
places.  Work  for  deepening  the  Middle  Neebish  section  to  the  same 
grade  as  the  rest  of  the  improvement  has  been  in  progress  since  Septem- 
ber 15,  1897,  and  will  probably  be  finished  during  the  ensuing  fiscal 
year.  In  the  meantime  navigation  in  that  locality  is  a  dangerous  affair, 
because  the  width  left  open  to  traffic  while  work  is  going  on  will  be 
from  150  to  200  feet  only. 

The  maximum  available  depth  at  the  shoalest  part  of  the  channel 
June  30, 1898,  was  18  feet.  This  was  in  the  Middle  Neebish  section, 
which  is  now  being  deepened,  all  other  parts  of  the  improvement 
having  a  depth  of  20  feet  or  more. 

When  the  work  now  in  progress  of  deepening  the  Middle  Neebish 
section  to  the  grade  of  the  other  parts  of  the  Hay  Lake  Channel  is 
completed,  the  fiill  depth  called  for  by  the  approved  project  will  have 
been  obtained  throughout;  but  about  10  miles  of  the  navigable  route 
will  still  be  only  300  feet  wide,  and  this  is  not  a  safe  width  for  the  char- 
acter and  amount  of  traffic  passing  through  these  channels.  Through 
commerce  is  increasing  so  rapidly  tiiat  measures  should  be  taken  with- 
out delay  for  completing  the  improvement  so  that  vessels  bound  in 
opposite  directions  will  not  be  required  to  meet  in  channels  less  than 
600  feet  wide.  This  may  be  accomplished  by  increasing  the  width  of 
existing  channels,  but  a  far  better  plan,  in  my  judgment,  would  be  to 
open  another  route  from  Hay  Lake  to  Mud  Lake  via  the  West  Neebish, 
thereby  providing  separate  channels  for  upbound  and  down-bound 
craft. 

The  unappropriated  balance  of  the  original  estimate  for  this  improve- 
ment  will  not  suffice  for  completing  the  work  by  either  course  outlined 
above,  but  will  probably  be  enough  to  complete  that  now  in  progress 
on  the  Middle  Neebish  and  do  a  small  amount  of  widening  at  a  few 
other  critical  points.  In  the  absence  of  any  call  by  Congress  for  more 
extended  work,  the  estimate  herewith  submitted  is  limited  to  the  amoant 
of  that  balance,  viz,  9494,115« 
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Jnlj  1, 1897,  bftlanoe  nnezpeuded $224,124.10 

June  30, 1888,  ainonut  expended  daring  fiscal  year 96, 421. 89 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 127,702.21 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities $13,815.51 

July  1, 1898,  amount  oorered  by  uncompleted  contracts 113, 005. 82 

126,821.33 

July  1,  1898, balance  available 880.88 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 494, 115. 00 
Amoonttbatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  200, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compJiance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  L  L  4.) 

5.  Cheboygan  Harbory  Michigan, — ^The  present  harbor  is  the  resnit  of 
improvements  made  at  the  mouth  of  Cheboygan  Harbor  since  1871, 
when  the  available  depth  of  water  was  only  6  feet.  The  original  project 
called  for  a  channel  200  feet  wide  aud  14  feet  deep,  and  the  estimated 
cost  of  the  whole  work  was  (395,335.  The  project  was  modified  in  1880 
to  increase  the  depth  to  15  feet.  These  projects  were  duly  carried  out, 
the  last  named  being  completed  in  1889,  when  the  15-foot  channel  had 
been  dredged  to  200  feet  wide  from  deep  water  in  the  Straits  of  Mack- 
inac to  the  State  Boad  Bridge,  a  distance  of  about  1^  miles.  A  40-foot 
square  crib  was  built  in  1881  to  mark  the  entrance  to  the  channel,  and 
a  light-house  was  subsequently  placed  on  it  by  the  United  States  Light- 
House  Establishment. 

The  channel  was  redredged  in  1895  to  a  width  of  110  feet,  and  since 
then  no  work  has  been  done. 

The  total  expenditure  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $147,999.49,  and  the 
available  channel  depth  at  that  date  was  14  feet. 

The  expenditure  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  amounting  to  $255,  was 
applied  to  office  and  engineering  contingencies;  these  included  an  exam- 
ination of  the  harbor  June  23, 1898,  which  indicates  that  considerable 
shoaling  has  taken  place  during  the  year,  especially  in  the  upper  por- 
tion, where  quite  a  number  of  soundings  showed  a  depth  of  12  feet  in 
mid-channel,  aud  in  several  instances  only  11^  feet. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  18, 1894, 
an  estimate  for  increasing  the  navigable  depth  to  18  feet  was  submit- 
ted, and  the  act  of  June  3, 1896,  appropriated  (12,000  for  this  purpose. 
The  total  estimated  cost  of  the  project  was  $33,000,  and  it  will  not  be 
expedient  to  enter  upon  it  until  the  means  av«iilable  will  suffice  for 
dredging  the  entire  length  of  channel  to  the  prescribed  depth  for  a 
width  of  at  least  125  feet. 

The  following  statement  indicates  the  commerce  of  this  harbor  during 
the  past  five  calendar  years,  as  shown  by  data  compiled  from  the  most 
reliable  information  available : 
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525, 873 
840,882 
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July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $12,000.51 

June  30^  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 255.00 

July  1^1898,  balance  unexpended 11,745.51 

'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 21, 000. 00 

j  Amonutthat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endmg  June  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
I  Submitted  in  compliance  witb  requirements  ot  sections  2  of  river  and 
,    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  L  L  5.) 

6,  Alpena  Harbor  {Thunder  Bay  River)  J  Michigan, — ^Thecity  of  Alpena 
occnpies  both  banks  of  Thander  Bay  Eiver  at  its  mouth,  and  this  reach 
of  river,  about  a  mile  long,  together  with  the  dredged  channel  through 
the  bar  in  advance  of  it,  constitutes  Alpena  Harbor,  and  it  ha«  been 
the  subject  of  improvements  heretofore  carried  on  by  the  Government 
under  appropriations  for  improving  Thunder  Bay  Harbor  and  Thunder 
Bay  Eiver. 

The  original  depth  at  entrance  to  the  river  was  only  7  feet,  but  local 
enterprise  increased  it  to  12  feet.  The  work  of  improvement  by  the 
Government  has  provided  a  wider  channel  and  increased  the  depth  to 
13, 14,  and  16  feet,  under  successive  projects,  whose  costs  were  estimated 
as  $4,764,  $15,000,  and  $36,087,  respectively,  the  total  of  the  three 
separate  estimates  being  $55,851.  The  proposed  work  was  completed 
in  1893,  and  nothing  has  been  done  since  then. 

The  total  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $41,697.28. 

The  expenditure  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  amounting  to  $255,  wiis 
applied  to  engineering  and  office  contingencies;  these  included  an 
examination  of  the  harbor  in  the  summer  of  1897,  when  the  available 
channel  depth  was  found  to  be  12^  feet,  a  reduction  of  3^  feet  since  the 
harbor  was  last  dredged,  in  1893.  Funds  on  hand  will  sufdce  to 
redredge  the  channel  to  the  depth  of  16  feet  called  for  by  the  present 
approved  project,  and  therefore  no  additional  estimate  is  now  submitted. 

The  following  statement  indicates  the  commerce  of  this  harbor  during 
the  past  five  calendar  years,  as  shown  by  data  compiled  from  the  most 
reliable  information  available: 


Tear. 


1803 
1894 
1895 


Number 
of  yesBelB. 


940 
1,033 
1,249 


Freight 
tonnage. 


360,588 
405,991 
805, 160 


Year. 


1896 
1807 


Number 
of  vesselB. 


1,040 
1,245 


Freight 
tonnage. 


849.754 
353,982 


July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $9,802.72 

June  ^f  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 255. 00 


July  1|  1898,  balance  unexpended 9,547.72 

(See  Appendix  L  L  6.) 

7,  Saginaw  Biver,  Michigan. — Before  improvement  the  navigable 
capacity  of  this  stream  was  limited  by  the  bar  at  its  month,  where  a 
channel  depth  of  8  feet  only  was  available,  and  by  many  shoal  stretches 
in  the  river  between  there  and  the  city  of  Saginaw,  over  which  still  less 
depth  was  to  be  fonnd.  Its  improvement  was  commenced  in  1867  by 
dredging  a  straight  cnt  throngh  the  bar  at  the  month  to  a  depth  of  13 
feet,  the  work  being  completed  in  the  following  years.  In  subsequent 
years  the  scope  of  operations  was  gradually  extended  to  various  shoals 
higher  up,  but  subject  to  no  general  project  until  1882,  when  a  compro- 
Jiensive  and  connected  scheme  of  improvement  covering  the  entire  river 


RIVER   AND   HARBOR   IMPROVEMENTS.  431 

was  prox>096d  and  a^Iopted.  It  called  for  a  navigable  channel  14  feet 
deep  and  200  feet  wide  from  Saginaw  Bay  to  the  upper  limits  of  Bay 
City,  abont  8  miles  above  the  point  of  beginning,  and  thence  to  the  head 
of  navigation,  some  16  miles  farther  up,  a  channel  of  the  same  width, 
bat  only  12  feet  deep.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  project  was  $446,000, 
which,  added  to  the  estimated  cost  of  the  several  preceding  projects 
($294,378),  gives  $740,378  as  the  estimate  of  cost  for  the  whole  improve- 
ment. These  estimates  concerned  the  question  of  original  cost  only, 
and  took  no  note  of  maintenance,  which,  in  a  stream  of  this  character, 
is  a  matter  of  great  and  constant  expense,  and  in  the  absence  of  appro- 
priations specifically  applicable  thereto  must  be  an  annual  tax  of  no 
small  magnitude  on  the  successive  appropriations  for  construction. 
The  sum  total  of  appropriations  that  will  have  to  be  made  before  the 
work  can  be  completed  must  therefore  largely  exceed  the  original 
estimates  for  construction  only. 

The  total  expenditure  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $709,117.27,  and  the 
result  obtained  was  a  through  channel,  with  depths  as  proposed  from 
the  bay  to  near  the  head  of  navigation,  but  the  widths  of  dredged 
chaiinds  were,  as  a  rule,  only  from  one  quarter  to  one-half  what  was 
called  for  by  the  approved  project;  frequent  redredgings  have  been 
required  to  maintain  the  necessary  channel  depth. 

No  work  was  in  progress  during  the  last  fiscal  year  except  to  com- 
plete certain  maps  and  reports  called  for  by  the  river  and  harbor  act 
of  June  3, 1896. 

The  reports  were  completed  and  forwarded  November  22, 1897,  and 
are  printed  as  House  Doc.  No.  135,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session, 
and  as  Appendix  LL.20  of  this  report. 

July  1,  1S97,  balance  nnexpeDded $38,632.73 

J  line  ZO,  18^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 697. 62 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 37,935.11 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 10.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 37,925.11 

{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 25,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  witn  requirements  of  sections  2  ot  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  L  L  7.) 

6,  Sebeicaing  Biver^  Michigan. — ^This  stream  discharges  into  the 
eastern  part  of  Saginaw  Bay. 

In  1875  the  river  channel  was  straightened  and  deepened  to  6  feet 
and  a  narrow  channel  6  feet  deep  dredged  from  the  mouth  to  the  6-foot 
contour  in  the  bay.  In  1880-81  the  channels  previously  dredged  were 
deepened  by  abont  1  foot. 

Total  exi>enditure  in  these  operations,  $15,000. 

The  present  project  for  improvement,  adopted  by  the  river  and  har- 
bor act  of  June  3, 1896,  provides  for  dredging  the  entrance  channel  for 
a  length  of  about  15,000  feet  to  a  width  of  100  feet  and  depth  of  8  feet 
below  the  datum  plane  of  the  survey  of  1895.  The  estimated  cost  of 
this  work  is,  in  round  numbers,  $37,000. 

The  appropriation  made  by  the  act  of  June  3, 1896,  was  (5,000,  but 
no  work  has  yet  been  done,  as  it  is  believed  that  no  useful  result  can 
be  obtained  by  an  expenditure  of  so  small  a  sum.  The  nature  of  the 
proposed  improvement  and  the  exposure  to  which  the  plant  engaged 
on  the  work  must  be  subjected  until  most  of  it  is  accomplished,  make 
it  of  peculiar  importance  that  the  entire  estimated  cost  be  appropriated 
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before  any  work  whatever  is  commenced.    In  no  other  way  can  any 
improvement  commensurate  with  the  cost  of  operations  be  effected. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $5,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 5,000.00 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 32, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Juno  30, 1900  16, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  recniirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1806  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  L  L  8.) 

9.  Harbor  of  refuge  at  Sand  Beach^  Lake  Huron^  Michigan, — The  site 
for  this  harbor^  selected  in  1872  after  carefnl  consideration,  is  on  the 
west  shore  of  Lake  Huron,  60  miles  north  of  its  outlet  into  the  St.  Glair 
Bivex,  and  the  artificial  harbor  built  there  since  then  is  the  only  safe 
refuge  on  that  coast  from  the  foot  of  the  lake  to  Tawas  Bay,  115  miles 
above.  The  work  of  construction  was  commenced  in  1873,  under  a 
project  providing  for  three  sections  of  breakwater,  made  of  stone-filled 
crib  work,  so  located  as  to  shelter  a  water  area  of  some  650  acres  and 
for  deepening  this  area  by  dredging  where  necessary.  The  estimated 
cost  was  (1,442,500.  The  sheltering  breakwaters,  with  a  total  length 
of  8,132  feet,  were  completed  in  1885  at  a  cost  of  about  $075,000,  and 
since  that  time  expenditures  have  been  applied  to  keeping  them  in 
repair,  dredging,  and  supervising  the  berthing  of  vessels  entering  the 
harbor  for  refuge.  The  total  expenditure  to  June  30,  1897,  was 
$1,196,304.86.  The  amount  expended  during  the  last  fiscal  year  was 
$5,045.43,  and  it  was  applied  to  supervising  the  use  of  the  harbor  and 
to  minor  repairs  of  its  breakwaters. 

As  respects  the  benefits  to  the  general  commerce  on  the  Great  Lakes, 
this  harlK)r  is  second  in  importance  to  no  other,  but  its  local  commer- 
cial interests  are  small.  The  number  of  vessels  that  took  refuge  at  the 
harbor  during  the  past  fiscal  year  was  1,114,  with  a  total  tonnage  of 
408,392.49.  The  grand  total  of  vessels  entering  for  shelter  during  the 
calendar  years  1877  to  1897,  inclusive,  is  25,007,  the  tonnage  of  which 
aggregated  8,336,669.  The  size  of  vessels  sheltered  in  1877  averaged 
289  tons,  and  in  1897  this  average  had  increased  to  398  tons. 

The  timber  sup^structure  of  the  main  breakwater,  which  is  nearly 
a  mile  long,  is  in  such  an  advanced  state  of  decay  that  it  is  likely  to  be 
carried  away  by  any  heavy  storm  in  the  near  future,  and  when  this 
occurs  the  utility  of  the  harbor  will  be  destroyed  to  a  corresponding 
extent.  It  is  not  safe  to  longer  postpone  provision  for  rebuilding  the 
superstructure  of  this  breakwater,  and  when  rebuilt  it  should  be  of 
masonry. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $109, 695. 14 

September  4, 1897,  amount  collected  on  account  of  damage  to  piers  and 
depoBited  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriation 107.05 

109, 802. 19 
June  SO,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5, 045. 43 

July  1, 1896,  balance  unexpended 104,756.76 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 223.47 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 104,538.29 


'Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvemont 100,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sec  lions  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4^  1897. 

f  See  Appendix  L  L  9.) 
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10.  Mouth  of  Black  BiveTy  Michigan. — An  extensive  sboal  and  a  bar 
formerly  existed  in  the  St.  Glair  Biver,  adjoining  the  mouth  of  the 
Black.  The  bar  lay  close  to  the  American  side  and  obstructed  approai^h 
to  the  Port  Huron  docks,  while  the  shoal,  forming  a  *'  middle  ground  " 
nearly  50  acras  in  extent,  crowded  the  main  channel  in  a  sharp  curve 
close  to  the  Canadian  shore,  thereby  exposing  the  vast  through  com- 
merce of  the  lakes  to  the  dangers  attendant  upon  passing  a  narrow 
and  crooked  channel  with  a  current  of  high  velocity.  In  1871  a  project 
was  adopted  for  dredging  the  bar  and  middle  ground  to  a  uniform 
depth  of  15  feet  by  excavating  257,200  cubic  yards,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $120,660.  The  work  was  commenced  in  1872  and  completed  in 
1878.  A  slight  shoaling  took  place  in  the  years  following,  and  the 
whole  area  w«is  redredged  between  1889  and  1892,  the  depth  of  exca- 
vation this  time  being  16  feet,  except  over  a  strip  bordering  the  main 
channel,  where  it  was  increased  to  18  feet.  The  total  expenditure  to 
June  30,  1897,  was  $86,928.73. 

The  expenditure  during  the  last  fiscal  year  was  applied  to  redredg- 
ing  the  shoal,  the  work  being  completed  November  30,  1897,  the  total 
amount  excavated  being  46,458  cubic  yards.  The  result  was  to  restore 
the  general  navigable  depth  of  16  feet  over  the  shoal  area. 

Exi>erieiice  shows  that  the  shoal  will  re-form  in  the  near  future,  and 
as  the  whole  commerce  between  the  upper  and  lower  lakes  passes  over 
this  area,  or  in  the  deep-water  channel  adjoining  it,  it  is  a  matter  of 
vast  importance  that  means  be  at  hand  to  prevent  such  extensive 
shoaling  as  will  materially  interfere  with  this  commerce. 

Jaly  1,1897,  balance  anexpended $7,571.27 

Jane  30, 1898,  amouiit  expended  daring  fiscal  year 5, 440. 73 

July  1, 1898,  balance  anexpended « 2,130.54 

{Amonnt  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  80, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 7,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  witb  reqairements  of  sections  2  Of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sandry  civil  act  of  Jane  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  L  L  10.) 

11.  Black  River  at  Port  Hurony  Mich, — This  stream  passes  thron<jh 
the  city,  of  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  and  empties  into  the  St.  Glair  liiver. 
Before  improvement  it  had  a  general  channel  depth  of  not  less  than  10 
feet,  reduced  to  8^  feet  at  several  shoals.  The  river  and  harbor  act  of 
September  19, 1890,  appropriated  $25,000  for  dredging  the  channel  to 
a  depth  of  16  feet.  Work  was  commenced  in  the  year  following,  and 
continued  until  Angust,  1892,  when  184,989  cubic  yards  had  been 
dredged,  resulting  in  a  channel  16  feet  deep,  150  feet  wide,  from  the 
month  to  the  Flint  and  Pere  Marquette  Railway  Bridge,  600  feet  above, 
thence  100  feet  wide  to  Haynes's  lumber  dock,  4,700  teet  faitlier  up,  and 
thence  50  feet  wide  for  the  remaining  distance  of  3,000  leet  to  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  Bridge.  The  *next  river  and  harbor  a<;t  appropriated 
$10,000  for  continuing  the  work,  &nd  directed  that  it  be  extended  to 
Washington  avenue,  1,400  feet  above  the  Grand  Trunk  Bridge.  This 
served  for  excavating  46,630  cubic  yards  during  tbe  summer  of  18!)3, 
thereby  widening  the  50-foot  section  of  channel  previously  dredged 
below  the  bridge  to  a  width  of  75  feet,  and  making  a  channel  50  feet 
wide  ap  to  Washington  avenue.  The  total  length  of  channel  originally 
dredged  to  a  depth  of  16  feet  is  9,700  feet. 

The  estimated  cost  of  completing  the  improvement  as  projected  under 
the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1890  was  $75,000,  and  the  amount  expended 

BNa  98 ^28 
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iiDder  that  project,  and  the  extension  called  for  by  the  river  and  harbor 
act  of  July  13, 1892,  to  Jane  3i»,  1»97,  was  (35,234.99. 

The  expenditure  daring  the  last  fiscal  year  was  applied  to  redredg- 
ing  9,100  linear  feet  of  the  river  channel  to  a  depth  ot  16  feet  and 
widths  varying  from  25  to  100  feet,  the  total  amount  excavated  being 
70,049  cubic  yards.  The  channel  has  not  been  examined  since  the 
work  was  completed,  bat  recent  reports  from  there  indicate  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  recently  dredged  channel  has  refilled  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  depth  has  become  reduced  to  10  feet  or  less  in  some 
places. 

The  above  and  fireqnent  like  previous  experiences  show  conclusively 
that  these  narrow  dredged  channels  can  have  but  little  permanence 
until  the  river  banks  be  properly  docked  or  revetted. 

The  following  statement  indicates  the  commerce  of  this  river  during 
the  past  five  calendar  years,  as  shown  by  data  compiled  from  the  most 
reliable  information  available: 


Year. 


1B98 
1894 
1895 


Namber 
ofveBaelB. 


602 
695 
687 


Frflght 
tonnage. 


182,668 
120,9^8 
111,675 


Year. 


1896 
1897 


Number 
ofvesKelB. 


628 
615 


Freight 
tonnage. 


189,656 
98.380 


Jnly  t,  1897,  balance  nnexpended $7,765.01 

June  30,  1898,  ainonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year,  including  $2.84  paid 

by  Treasury  Department  account  Qrand  Trunk  Railway  system 6, 449. 11 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,315.90 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existin j^  project 32, 000. 00 

Amounttbat  cau  beprotitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endin^^June  30, 1900    15, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  reouirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  L  L  11.) 

i^.  PiiM  River  J  Michigan. — This  river  was  improved  in  1876  by  dredg- 
ing a  channel  100  feet  wide,  12  feet  deep,  for  a  distance  of  about  three- 
fourths  of  .a  mile  upstream  from  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  cost  was 
$5,000.  This  channel  shoaled  up  in  time,  and  after  an  examination  of 
the  river,  called  for  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  July  13,  1892,  a 
project  for  further  improvement  was  prepared  under  the  act  of  August 
18, 1894,  and  the  act  of  June  3,  1896,  appropriated  $5,000  for  commen- 
cing the  work.  This  project  provides  for  dredging  a  channel  14  feet 
deep,  extending  about  5,800  feet  from  the  mouth,  the  width  to  be  100 
feet  or  75  feet,  according  to  locality.    The  estimated  cost  was  $10,500. 

Work  on  the  new  project  was  commenced  September  24  and  con- 
tinued until  November  10, 1896,  resulting  in  a  channel  of  the  prescribed 
width  and  depth  for  a  distance  of  2,500  feet  from  the  mouth,  and  with 
a  width  of  30  feet  over  the  remainder  of  the  proposed  distance. 

The  amount  expended  on  this  project  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $4,452.95, 
and  no  work  has  been  done  since  that  time.  The  total  amount  expended 
for  the  improvement  of  the  river  to  that  date  was  $9,452.95. 

The  appropriation  of  $5,560  will  be  required  to  complete  the  improve- 
ment. 

The  commerce  of  this  river  during  the  past  two  calendar  years,  from 
the  best  information  obtainable,  amounted  to  2,083  freight  tons  for  1896 
and  6,820  freight  tons  for  1897*,  the  total  for  the  two  years  being  9^503 
freight  tons. 
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Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended '. $547.05 

Jane  30,  1898,  amoont  expended  during  flsoal  year 9.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 538.05 


{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 5, 560. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  yeareuding  JuneSO,  1900  5, 560. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  L  L  12.) 

13.  Belle  River,  Michigan. — This  river  was  improved,  1880-1885,  by 
dredging  a  channel  50  feet  wide,  13/eet  deep  to  the  first  bridge  and  12 
feet  to  the  second  one,  a  total  distance  of  5,400  feet.  The  total  cost 
was  $14,000,  and  the  principal  benefit  was  to  provide  a  winter  harbor 
for  vessels. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  July  13, 1892,  called,  for  an  examination 
of  the  river,  and  that  of  August  18, 1894,  for  survey  and  estimate  of 
cost  of  its  further  improvement.  Project  for  redredgiug  the  channel 
to  a  width  of  75  feet  and  depth  of  15  feet  to  the  first  and  14  feet  to  the 
second  bridge  was  submitted  November  30, 1895,  the  estimated  cost 
being  $21,500;  the  act  of  June  3, 1896,  appropriated  $5,000  for  begin- 
ning the  work,  and  the  amount  expended  under  this  project  to  June 
30,  1897,  was  $322.72. 

The  total  amount  expended  for  improvement  of  this  river  to  June  30, 
1897,  was  $14,322.72. 

Operations  during  the  last  fiscal  year  consisted  of  dredging  in  con- 
tinuation of  the  work.  The  total  amount  of  excavation  was  39,035 
cubic  yards,  of  which  24,949  was  removed  during  the  fiscal  year.  The 
result  was  to  provide  a  channel  15  feet  deep  and  about  75  feet  wide, 
extending  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  for  a  distance  of  about  2,400  feet 
upstream.  The  com  pletiou  of  the  improvemen  t  as  projected  will  require 
an  additional  appropriation  of  $10,000. 

The  commerce  of  this  river  during  the  past  calendar  year,  as  shown 
by  the  best  obtainable  data,  amounted  to  52  entrances  and  clearances, 
with  a  freight  tonnage  of  11,396. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $4,677.28 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4,605.38 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 71.90 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existinj^  project 10, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending.}  une  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  L  L  13.) 

14.  8t,  Clair  Flats  Canalj  Michigan, — The  original  condition  of  the 
channel  before  any  improvement  was  commenced  afforded  only  about 
6  feet  of  water  over  the  bar  at  the  month  of  the  South  Pass. 

The  project  for  the  improvement  of  the  canal,  as  modified  from  time 
to  time,  provided  for  a  double  row  of  sheet  piling  to  a  depth  of  26  feet 
along  the  channel  faee  of  each  dike,  dredging  the  area  between  the 
dikes  to  a  depth  of  20  feet,  and  continuing  the  channel  above  and  below 
the  canal  to  that  depth  of  water  in  river  and  lake. 

The  total  amount  appropriated  for  this  improvement  from  its  begin- 
ning in  1866  until  1890  was  $764,810,  and  the  total* expenditure  to 
June  30, 1897,  was  $760,223. 46.  ' 

No  operations  were  in  progress  under  this  appropriation  during  the 
last  fiscal  year,  except  to  make  some  local  surveys  with  a  view  to  pre- 
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paring  plans  and  estimates  for  farther  work.    The  expenditures  daring 
the  last  fiscal  year  were  for  this  parpose. 

Ko  specific  appropriation  has  been  made  for  this  work  Since  1890,  the 
cost  of  operations,  care,  and  maintenance  being  provided  for  by  aUot- 
meuts  from  the  permanent-indefinite  appropriation  for  operating  and 
care  of  canals  and  other  works  of  navigation. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $4,586.54 

Jane  30,  1^98,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 1, 527. 15 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 3,059.39 

(See  Appendix  L  L  14.) 

15.  Operating  and  care  of  8t.  Olair  Flats  Canaly  Michigan. — Conform- 
ing with  the  plan  that  has  been  followed  since  the  canal  was  opened  to 
navigation  in  1871^  a  custodian  was  present  on  the  work  during  the 
season  of  navigation  to  watch  the  passage  of  vessels,  enforce  regula- 
tions respecting  navigation  through  the  canal  and  its  approaches,  and 
supervise  such  work  as  was  requisite  for  ordinary  care  and  repair  of 
the  canal  dikes.  Expenditures  on  this  account  during  the  fiscal  year 
were  $2,099.65. 

Commerce  on  the  lakes  has  become  so  gre^t  that  a  more  efficient  con- 
trol of  its  passage  through  the  canal  has  become  necessary,  and  meas- 
ures for  accomplishing  this  object  are  now  under  consideration. 

(See  Appendix  L  L  15.) 

16.  Clinton  River j  Michigan. — ^This  is  a  navigable  stream  emptying 
into  Anchor  Bay,  in  the  northwesterly  part  of  Lake  St.  Clair,  with  an 
original  channel  depth  of  about  10  feet,  except  at  shoals,  over  which 
but  5  or  6  feet  could  be  carried,  and  a  broad  flat  at  the  mouth  with  a 
general  depth  of  from  3  to  4  feet.  In  1870-71  a  channel  9  feet  deep, 
60  feet  wide,  and  2,700  feet  long  was  dredged  through  this  flat,  but 
being  left  without  works  of  protection  it  soon  filled  in  again.  In  1885 
a  project  of  general  improvement  was  adopted  which  provided  for  a 
through  channel  8  feet  deep  to  Mount  Clemens  (8  miles  upstream),  for  a 
pile  dike  extending  across  the  flat  at  the  mouth  to  the  curve  of  10-foot 
depth  in  the  bay,  and  for  revetments  as  needed  above.  The  estimated 
cost,  as  modified  in  1889,  was  $34,564. 

The  total  expenditure  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $60,515.99,  of  which 
$25,500  was  applied  to  occasional  and  scattering  work  done  before  the 
adoption  of  the  present  approved  project  in  1895,  leaving  $35,015.99  as 
the  amount  applied  to  the  latter. 

As  a  result  of  these  expenditures,  the  proposed  8-foot  channel  was 
obtained  by  dredging  and  kept  in  a  fairly  navigable  condition  by  the 
aid  of  temporary  revetments  and  occasional  redredgings ;  but  the  appro- 
priations were  at  no  time  sufficient  to  permit  the  construction  of  any 
protecting  works  of  a  permanent  character,  and  in  their  absence  the 
maintenance  of  the  channel  must  depend  on  periodical  dredgings. 

No  work  was  done  on  the  river  between  1893  and  1897,  and  the  chan- 
nel had  in  the  meantime  shoaled  to  4^  or  5  feet  in  many  places.  Oper- 
ations for  restoring  the  required  navigable  depth  were  therefore  com- 
menced June  10  and  continued  until  September  6, 1897,  during  which 
time  34,363  cubic  vards  of  material  was  excavated.  The  expenditure 
made-  during  the  last  fiscal  year  was  for  this  work,  which  resulted  in 
restoring  the  d&pth  of  8  feet  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  the  city  of 
Mount  Clemens,  as  contemplated  by  the  approved  project. 

The  balance  of  funds  on  hand  will  probably  suffice  for  doing  such 
dredging  as  may  be  needed  to  maintain  the  improvement  to  Jane  30, 
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1900,  and  for  this  reason  no  additional  estimate  is  presented  for  this 
pnrpose. 

The  commerce  of  the  river  daring  the  past  two  calendar  years,  as 
shown  by  the  best  data  obtainable,  amounted  to  420  entrances  and 
clearances  with  a  freight  tonnage  of  31,159  for  the  year  1896,  and  420 
entrances  and  clearances  with  a  freight  tonnage  of  29,077  for  1897, 
making  a  total  for  the  two  years  of  840  entrances  and  clearances  with 
a  freight  tonnage  of  60,236. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $14,548.01 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 7, 156. 59 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended. 7,391.42 

(See  Appendix  L  L  16.) 

17,  Detroit  River j  Michigan. — ^The  shoalest  part  of  thechannel  through 
the  Detroit  River  before  improvement  was  over  the  rocky  ledge  about 
16  miles  below  Detroit,  Mich.,  known  as  the  Limekiln  Grossing,  where 
the  navigable  depth  at  ordinary  stages  of  water  was  13  feet.  In  1874  a 
project  was  adopted  for  excavating  a  channel  through  this  obstruction 
with  a  view  to  increasing  the  depth  to  20  feet,  and  such  channel  was 
completed  in  1890  to  a  width  of  440  feet.  In  the  meantime  the  draft  of 
vessels  had  so  increased  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  deepen  the  channel 
above  and  below  the  crossing  by  the  removal  of  numerous  shoals, 
bowlders,  and  scattering  projections  of  bed  rock,  over  which  depths 
not  exceeding  15  or  10  feet  were  found  in  many  instances,  and  the 
original  project  of  improvement  was  thereupon  extended  in  1892,  with 
the  ultimate  object  of  removing  all  obstructions  from  the  channel,  so 
BA  to  give  it  a  navigable  depth  of  20  feet  for  a  width  of  800  feet  from 
the  head  of  Limekiln  Grossing  to  the  head  of  Ballards  Eeef.  The 
original  estimated  cost  of  the  Limekiln  Ghannel  was  $1,374,500  and  of 
the  further  improvements  $180,000/  making  the  total  estimated  cost 
$1,554,500. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $740,374.02,  the  result 
being  to  complete  the  channel  at  the  Limekiln  Grossing,  as  above 
8tat^,  to  a  depth  of  20  feet  and  width  of  440  feet  and  to  make  a  navi- 
gable depth  of  16^  feet  at  the  shoalest  points  of  the  Ballards  Beef 
Ghannel. 

Operations  during  the  last  fiscal  year  were  in  progress  until  funds 
available  became  exhausted,  October  2, 1897.  The  maximum  available 
depth  at  the  shoalest  part  of  the  channel  June  30, 1898,  was  thereby 
iu(;rea8ed  to  18  feet. 

The  total  amount  appropriated  for  carrying  on  work  under  the  several 
projects  since  1874  is  $793,000,  and  this,  deducted  from  their  total 
estimated  cost,  leaves  $761,500  as  the  estimated  amount  required  for 
their  completion;  but  it  is  highly  probable  that  it  can  be  done  for  less 
if  the  appropriations  are  such  as  to  admit  of  practically  continuous 
work. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $52, 736. 39 

Jane3iO,  1^9^,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 52,736.39 

{  Amount  restimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 761, 500. 00 
Amoontthatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  100, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oivil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Api>endix  L  L  17.) 

18.  Rouge  River,  AftcW/jan.— This  stream  originally  had  a  channel 
depth  of  from  10  to  17  feet  for  a  distance  of  about  3  miles  above  its 


438    REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS,  U.  8.  ARMY. 

mouth.  Its  improvement  was  commenced  in  1888,  under  a  project  for 
securing  a  regular  channel  depth  of  16  feet,  with  a  width  of  240  feet  for 
a  distance  of  800  feet  from  the  mouth,  and  thence  with  a  width  of  100 
feet  to  the  Wabash  Railroad  Bridge,  about  2§  miles  farther  up.  The  esti- 
mated cost  was  $31,61K).39,  and  the  work  was  completed  in  1892.  Since 
then  no  work  of  improvement  has  been  done,  but  under  the  provisions 
of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 18.>6,  the  section  of  the  river 
heretofore  improved  was  examined  in  May,  1897,  and  survey  made  for 
estimating  the  cost  of  extending  the  original  improvement  about  8,000 
feet  farther  upstream. 

The  total  expenditure  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $31,794.46.  The  expend- 
iture for  the  last  fiscal  year,  amounting  to  $394,  was  for  office  and 
engineering  contingencies,  including  the  preparation  of  map  and  report 
of  the  examination  and  survey  referred  to  above,  which  report,  dated 
November  20, 1897,  is  printed  as  House  Doc.  No.  138,  Fifty-fifth  Con- 
gress,  second  session,  and  is  submitted  herewith  as  Appendix  L  L  22. 

The  following  statement  indicates  the  commerce  of  this  river  during 
the  past  five  calendar  year^,  as  shown  by  data  compiled  from  the  best 
information  obtainable: 


Year. 


1893. 
1894. 
1895. 


Tons. 


73, 732 

47,106 

114,000 


Year. 


1896. 
1807. 


Tons. 


123,495 
125, 373 


July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $9,895.55 

Jane  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 394. 00 


July  1, 1898, balance  unexpended *9, 501.55 

(See  Appendix  L  L  18.) 

19.  Turning  basin  in  Rouge  Rivevj  Michigan. — The  river  and  harbor 
act  of  September  19, 1890,  called  for  an  estimate  for  ^^locating  and  con- 
structing basin  in  Eouge  Biver,  at  a  point  on  the  same  within  4  miles 
of  its  junction  with  the  Detroit  River,  convenient  for  the  turning  and 
anchoring  of  vessels."  The  estimate  thereupon  submitted  was  as  fol- 
lows: Three  acres  of  land  for  site,  $4,500;  74,074  cubic  yards  excava- 
tion, 811,111.10;  total,  $15,611.10.  The  river  and  harbor  act  approved 
July  13,1892,  appropriated  $6,000  for  acquisition  of  land  and  beginning 
construction  according  to  this  project,  but  the  appropriation  has  been 
found  too  small  for  purchasing  the  land  needed,  and  accordingly  no 
work  has  yet  been  done  or  expenditure  made. 

It  is  now  submitted  as  doubtful  whether  the  construction  of  the  pro- 
posed basin  will  be  really  necessary,  for  private  parties  have  already 
constructed  slips  opening  into  the  river,  and  others  will  undoubtedly 
follow  that  will  supply  openings  opposite  to  which  vessels  will  be  able 
to  find  turning  room.  If,  however,  the  plan  of  constructing  a  turning 
basin  is  to  be  adhered  to,  work  should  not  be  commenced  until  all  the 
money  required  to  complete  it  has  been  appropriated.  It  is  therefore 
suggested  that  the  construction  of  the  turning  basin  be  abandoned,  for 
the  present  at  least,  and  that  the  money  already  appropriated  be  made 
available  for  general  dredging  in  the  Eouge  Kiver. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $5, 000. 00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 6,000.00 

(See  Appendix  L  L  19.) 
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SURVEYS  MADE  IN  GOMPLIANOE  WITH   RIVER  AND  HARBOR  AOT  OF 
JUNE  3, 1896;  AND  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  SENATE  OF  MARCH  22, 1898. 

Beports  of  surveys  of  the  following  localities,  required  by  the  river  and 
harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  and  estimate  for  improvement  of  Saginaw 
Biver,  Michigan,  in  compliance  with  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  March 
22, 1898,  were  submitted  by  the  local  officer,  Lieut.  Col.  G.  J.  Lydecker, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  viz: 

i.  Survey  of  Saginaw j  Shiawassee^  Badj  and  Flint  riversy  Michigan.-^ 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Lydecker  submitted  report  November  22, 1897,  with 
estimates  of  cost  of  improvement,  of  Saginaw  Biver,  from  its  head  to  a 
point  in  Saginaw  Bay,  with  a  view  of  securing  a  channel  200  feet  wide 
and  an  increase  in  depth  to  14  feet  from  the  head  of  the  river  to  the 
Third  Street  Bridge,  so  called,  in  Bay  City,  thence  of  the  same  width 
to  Saginaw  Bay  with  a  view  to  securing  an  increase  of  the  depth  of  the 
channel  to  16  feet;  also  plans  and  estimates  for  improving  the  west 
channel  of  the  Saginaw  Biver  betweeathe  Middle  Ground  and  West 
Bay  City  with  a  view  to  securing  a  depth  of  said  channel  of  14  feet; 
also  for  improving  the  Shiawassee  Biver  from  the  Saginaw  Biver  to 
Bad  Biver;  Bad  Biver  to  the  village  of  St.  Charles,  and  the  Flint  liiver 
from  the  Shiawassee  as  far  as  practicable,  to  such  an  extent  as  will 
afford  a  reliable  navigation  for  light-draft  boats  between  Saginaw 
Biver  and  the  village  of  St.  Charles,  and  on  the  Flint  Biver  as  far  as 
practicable. 

Saginaw  Biver, — This  river  is  now  being  improved  by  the  United 
States  under  a  project,  adopted  in  1882,  which  provides  for  making  a , 
channel  200  feet  wide,  14  feet  deep  from  Saginaw  Bay  to  Bay  City  and 
12  feet  deep  thence  to  Saginaw. 

The  improvement  suggested  by  the  act  contemplates  channels  2  feet 
deeper  than  those  provided  for  in  existing  project  and  an  extension  of 
operations  2}  miles  farther  upstream  than  any  work  thus  far  done,  esti- 
mated  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lydecker  to  cost,  for  the  main  channel, 
$452,925,  and  for  the  west  channel,  between  Middle  Ground  and  West 
Bay  City,  $29,700;  in  all,  $482,625.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lydecker  adds, 
however,  that  the  improvement  could  not  be  completed  on  this  estimate 
except  with  large  appropriations  admitting  of  continuous  work,  and 
that  subsequent  maintenance  will  cost  at  least  $15,000  annually. 

Shiawassee  and  Bad  rivers. — The  projects  proposed  for  these  streams 
provide  for  dredging  a  channel  50  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  in  Shiawas- 
see Biver  from  Saginaw  Biver  to  Bad  Biver,  and  up  Bad  Biver  to  the 
Village  of  St.  Charles,  estimated  to  cost  $21,000,  but  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lydecker  st^ites  that  a  temporary  improvement  that  would  meet  the 
immediate  requirements  of  navigation  within  the  proposed  limits  could 
probably  be  made  with  an  expenditure  of  $5,000,  resulting  in  a  naviga- 
ble depth  of  about  5  feet. 

Flint  Biver. — The  improvement  of  this  stream  *^  as  far  as  practicable  " 
from  its  mouth,  a  distance  of  about  4  miles,  by  dredging  a  channel  50 
feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep,  will  cost,  as  estimated  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lydecker,  $15,000. 

Section  9  of  the  act  of  June  3, 1896,  also  provides  for  a  survey  of 
Saginaw  Biver,  and  the  report  and  estimate  above  given  are  intended 
to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  this  section  as  well  as  those  of 
section  1. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
!No.  135,  Fifbyiifth  Congress^  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
L  L  20.) 
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2.  Ustimate  of  cost  of  improvement  of  Saginaw  River ^  Michiganj  from 
its  head  to  a  point  in  Saginaw  Bay.-^ln  compliance  with  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  March  22,  1898,  requiring  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
improving  iSaginaw  iiiver  from  its  head  to  a  point  in  Saginaw  Bay, 
with  a  view  of  securing  a  channel  150  feet  wide  and  an  increase  of 
depth  to  16  feet  from  the  head  of  the  river  to  the  Third  Street  Bridge 
in  Bay  City,  thence  a  channel  200  feet  in  width  to  the  Saginaw  Bay, 
with  an  increase  of  depth  of  the  channel  to  16  feet,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lydecker  estimated  the  cost  of  securing  a  channel  of  the  dimensions 
specified  between  the  points  named  to  he  $750,000  if  the  work  is  done 
under  continuing  contract,  and  stated  that  the  cost  by  any  other  method 
will  be  much  greater  and  wholly  indefinite.  This  estimate  was  trans- 
mittal to  Congress  and  printed  in  Senate  Doc.  No.  218,  Fitly  fifth  Con- 
gress, second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  L  L  21.) 

3.  Survey  of  Rouge  River^  Michigan^  from  Wabash  Bridge  crossing  to 
Maples  Roady  with  a  vi^w  of  obtaining  a  16-foot  depth  of  water. — No  pre- 
liminary examination  of  this  section  of  the  river  with  a  view  to  improve- 
ment as  above  outlined  has  ever  been  made  by  this  office. 

Tiie  cost  of  dredging  a  channel  75  feet  wide  and  16  feet  deep  is  esti- 
mated at  $33,000. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Lydecker  states  that  the  only  industrial  estab- 
lishment at  present  on  this  part  of  the  streum  is  the  Detroit  Salt 
Company's  works,  located  near  its  upper  end,  and,  as  the  draft  which 
vessels  can  now  carry  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  the  Wabash 
crossing  is  only  about  13  feet,  in  his  opinion  the  dredging  of  the  shoaler 
.portions  in  the  upper  part  to  snch  an  extent  only  as  would  enable  ves- 
sels that  can  now  reach  the  Wabash  crossing  to  get  through  to  the 
salt  works  might  meet  all  present  requirements.  The  cost  of  such 
dredging  is  estimated  at  95,000. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No.  138,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.   (See  also  Appendix  L  L  22.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF   RIVERS  AND    HARBORS  ON   LAKE    ERIE  WEST  OF 

ERIE,  PA. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Ool.  Jared  A.  Smith,  Corps  of 
Engineers. 

1.  Monroe  Harbor^  Michigan, — ^The  harbor  of  Monroe,  Mich.,  is  in 
the  Eaisin  Biver,  at  the  extreme  westerly  end  of  Lake  Erie.  Previous 
to  1835  tlie  river  below  Monroe  flowed  to  the  lake  in  several  tortuous 
creeks  and  ponds  through  a  marsh  most  of  which  was  submerged  and 
impassable  exce))t  when  frozen. 

One  mouth  of  the  river  was  in  La  Plaisance  Bay,  about  2J  miles  south 
of  the  present  piers.  At  that  place  a  small  breakwater  hsui  been  built, 
at  a  cost  of  $19,014.87.  between  1828  and  1835. 

The  main  outlet  of  the  river  was  about  1^  miles  south  of  the  location 
of  canal  and  piers  which  were  subsequently  built,  and  the  greatest 
depth  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  was  about  5  feet. 

The  improvement  planned  in  1834  and  constructed  in  1835  to  1839 
consisted  in  Shaking  a  direct  channel  to  the  lake  through  a  canal  4,000 
feet  long,  100  feet  wide,  and  10  feet  deep,  with  piers  of  timber  and  stone 
at  the  mouth,  extending  to  a  depth  of  10  feet  in  the  lake.  The  banks 
of  the  canal  were  protected  by  sheet  piling  secured  to  oak  piles  and 
waling  pieces. 

The  city  of  Monroe  subsequently  improved  the  river  still  further  by 
cutting  across  the  neck  of  a  peninsula  a  canal  1|400  feet  long,  having 
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Rame  cross  section  and  protected  in  the  same  manner  as  the  canal 
oonstructed  by  the  United  States. 

In  1845  the  north  pier  was  extended  300  feet  and  the  south  pier  90 
feet  farther  into  the  lake.  Since  1845  all  expenditures  for  tbis  harbor 
have  been  for  surveys  and  maintenance  of  piers,  bank  protections,  and 
channel  depths.  The  average  annual  expense  for  maintenance,  includ- 
ing the  present  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  of  June  3, 
18u6,  for  dredging,  has  exceeded  $2,700. 

The  piers  are  now  in  good  condition,  the  superstructures  having  been 
rebuilt  under  appropriations  of  18  2  and  1894.  The  channel  from  the 
lake  over  the  bar  is  a  little  more  than  9  fe^et  deep  at  mean  lake  level, 
and  from  the  piers  to  Monroe  wharves,  a  distance  of  2^  miles,  the  chan- 
nel depths  are  generally  greater  than  over  the  bar,  except  at  the  upper 
end,  near  wharves,  where  the  bottom  is  solid  rock  and  the  least  depths 
are  but  8  feet. 

The  amount  expended  in  construction  and  maint/Cnance  to  June  30, 
1897,  was  t24i»,533.G0. 

Expenditures  of  the  last  fiscal  year  have  been  for  outstanding  lia- 
bilities ot  previous  year,  for  dredging,  and  its  contingent  expenses. 

Dredging  to  make  a  channel  14  feet  deep  over  the  bar  outside  the 
piers  was  commenced  September  9,  1897,  and  continued  with  some 
interruptions  until  November  30,  when  the  contractor,  having  lost  a 
dredge  by  its  being  sunk  on  the^  edge  of  the  channel,  abandoned  the 
work. 

The  balance  of  the  appropriation  will  be  applied  to  dredging  the 
channel  with  the  plant  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

The  amount  estimated  for  completion  of  existing  project  is  the  unap- 
propriated balance  of  an  estimate  of  $26,000  in  1891  for  repairs. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  required  a  survey  of  Mon- 
roe Harbor  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  obtaining  a  14-foot  depth  of 
water.  The  report  upon  the  survey  was  printed  in  House  Doc.  No. 
102,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session,  and  is  included  in  Appendix 
M  M  13  of  this  Beport.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  improvement  is 
$626,760. 

July  1, 1897,  balnoce  nnexpended $4,981.67 

Jane  30,  ISSRB,  ainoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 1, 537. 93 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 3, 443. 74 

{Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing];  project 11, 000. 00 
Amount  tbatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June30, 1900      7, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
barber  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4^  1897. 

(See  Appendix  M  M  1.) 

2.  Toledo  Harbor^  Ohio, — ^The  harbor  of  Toledo  is  in  the  Maumee 
River.  The  wharf  frontage  on  the  river  extends  over  a  distance  of 
about  3  miles,  the  lower  end  of  which  is  about  4  miles  above  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  at  the  head  of  Maumee  Bay. 

Originally  the  channels  in  the  river  were  much  better  than  in  the 
bay,  having  minimum  depths  of  14  to  16  feet,  while  in  the  bay  the  least 
depths  were  8.5  feet,  and  the  maximum  depth  for  most  of  the  distance 
was  but  12  feet. 

In  1866  a  project  was  adopted  to  dredge  the  channels  of  deepest 
water  in  the  bay  to  a  depth  of  12  feet.  The  project  was  amended  from 
time  to  time  by  increasing  the  depths  until  1887,  when  the  old  indirect 
channel  had  been  dredged  to  16  feet,  but  had  filled  so  that  the  minimum 
depth  wae  bat  15  feet 
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In  1887  a  project  was  adopted  for  a  straight  channel  through  Maamee 
Bay,  with  a  depth  of  17  feet  and  a  bottom  width  of  200  feet.  The 
estimate  of  cost,  including  dikes  or  other  channel  protections^  was 
$1,875,000. 

The  acts  of  July  13, 1892,  August  18, 1894,  and  June  3, 1896,  author- 
ized extending  the  improvement  up  the  Maumee  River.  The  project 
for  straight  cbauuel  has  been  amended  by  increasing  the  width  of 
outer  section,  about  3  miles  long,  to  300  feet. 

Total  expeoded  upon  old  cbannelB,  1866  to  1890 $724,332.61 

Expended  upon  straight  channel  and  channels  in  river  io  Jane  30, 1897.      774, 459. 11 

Totalforallpurposesto  Juife30, 1897 1,498,791.72 

The  straight  channel  had  been  dredged  to  full  width  and  depth 
required,  and  most  of  it  had  been  once  or  ofteuer  redredged  to  depths 
of  19  feet  or  more,  in-order  to  provide  fof  maintenance  of  the  less 
depth  of  17  feet.  Channels  400  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep  have  been 
dredged  over  two  shoals  in  the  river,  each  about  4,000  feet  long. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  dredging  was  in  progress  under 
a  contract  for  widening  outer  section  of  channel  and  cutting  southerly 
division  of  channel  at  turnout  section.  This  work  was  completed  June 
11, 1898,  leaving  outer  section  of  channel  full  width  of  300  feet  on  the 
bottom  and  the  depths  are  from  18  feet  to  20  feet.  The  south  turn  out 
around  cribs  was  completed  200  feet  wide,  so  that  at  the  light-houses 
forming  the  channel  range  in  Maumee  Bay  there  are  now  two  good 
channels  at  the  turn  out  with  very  slight  change  of  direction  from  the 
main  channel  at  the  approaches.  The  channel  inside  of  turn-out  was 
also  dredged  next  the  bank  on  both  sides  for  a  length  of  1,600  feet  and 
depth  of  20  feet. 

The  United  States  dredge  plant  was  employed  in  completing  the 
channel  over  the  shoal  known  as  <<The  Grossing"  in  the  river,  in 
dredging  a  shoal  opposite  foot  of  Buffalo  street  in  the  river,  and  in 
widening  and  deepening  end  of  straight  channel  at  head  of  the  bay. 
The  channels  are  now  in  good  condition  throughout  with  depths  of 
about  18  feet  at  mean  lake  level. 

The  sundry  civil  act  of  Congress  approved  June  4, 1897,  required  "a 
survey  and  estimate  of  cost  of  deepening  and  widening  the  straight 
channel  in  Maumee  Eiver  and  Bay,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  and  per- 
manently securing  a  channel  of  uniform  width  of  four  hundred  feet  and 
twenty  feet  deep  at  low  water." 

A  survey  of  the  entire  channel  was  made  between  June  24  and  Octo- 
ber 26,  1897,  and  the  report^  with  maps,  was  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No.  198.  Fifty-firth  Congress,  second  session;  it  is  also  submitted  as 
Appenuix  M  M  14  of  this  rex>ort^  The  improvement  proposed  is  esti- 
mated to  cost  $13095,000. 

The  commerce  of  Toledo  has  been  steadily  increasing.  In  1897  the 
freight  tonnage  reported  amounted  to  2,40J,594  tons. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $123,406.28 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year : 113, 029. 33 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 10,378.95 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 505.21 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 9,873.74 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 980, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June30,1900  150,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4«  1807. 

(See  Appendix  M  M  2.) 
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5.  P&rt  Clinton  Harhor^  Ohio. — Port  Clinton,  Ohio,  is  aboat  13  miles 
west  of  Sandnsky  by  land  and  22  miles  by  water  roate.  The  harbor  is 
in  the  Portage  Kiver,  near  its  month.  Previous  to  1873  the  depth  at 
the  month  of  the  river  rarely  exceeded  5  feet,  and  the  available  depth 
inside  did  not  exceed  7  feet. 

In  1873  a  channel  20  feet  wide  and  8  feet  deep  was  dredged  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river  through  the  bar  to  the  lake.  In  1874  a  fence  was 
built  upon  the  point  north  of  the  river  mouth  to  stop  the  drifting  sand. 
In  1875  a  plan  was  adopted  to  protect  both  sides  of  the  channel  from 
the  river  mouth  to  water  of  sufficient  depth  in  the  lake. 

The  work  consisted  mainly  of  sheet  piling  of  oak  plank,  secured  and 
reeuforced  by  oak  piles,  with  heavy  oak  waling  pieces.  The  pierhead 
of  east  pier  was  a  solid  construction  of  piles  and  stone,  and  720  linear 
feet  of  west  pier  consisted  of  a  substructure  of  piles  with  superstruc- 
ture of  timber  crib  work,  both  filled  with  stone.  The  estimated  cost 
was  $90,000. 

The  piers  had  been  extended  to  a  depth  of  10  feet  in  the  lake  in 
1883,  and  no  farther  extension  has  been  considered  necessary.  The 
channel  has  been  dredged  to  a  depth  of  10  feet  over  a  width  of  100 
feet  between  piers  and  a  width  of  200  feet  inside  the  shore  line.  The 
natural  conditions  have  maintained  the  depth  since  dredging.  The 
sheet  piling  of  piers  has  also  been  partially  protected  by  riprap  stone, 
piled  against  it  on  both  sides. 

Amount  expended  to  Jane  30, 1897,  including  $1,200  paid  for  part  of 
sand  point,  was  $75,846.42. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  a  contract  had  been  made  for  reen- 
forcing  both  piers  by  a  riprap  of  stone  as  far  as  available  funds  would 
permit.    Work  under  the  contract  was  nearly  completed  June  30, 1898. 

This  will  result  in  greatly  adding  to  the  strength  of  the  channel  pro- 
tections, and  a  large  part  of  the  length  of  piers  will  be  in  such  con- 
dition that  when  the  partly  rotted  timber  above  water  disappears,  the 
placing  of  a  small  stone  superstructure  will  be  a  matter  of  small 
expense  with  permanent  results. 

Port  Glinton  Harbor  is  not  a  commercial  port,  but  has  some  local 
passenger  and  freight  traffic  and  a  considerable  interest  in  fishing. 
The  freight  tonnage  in  1897  amounted  to  6,226  tons. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $12,153.58 

Jane  30,  1898,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  jear 4, 438. 45 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 7,715.13 

Jnly  1,  1898,  outHtanding  liabilities $3,756.40 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  nncompleted  contracts 2, 785. 96 

6,542.36 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available 1, 172. 77 

{  Amount  (eBtimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 15, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1900      6, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  eivil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  M  M  3.) 

4.  Sandusky  Harbor j  Ohio, — The  harbor  of  Sandusky  is  in  the  lower 
part  of  Sandusky  Bay  along  the  city  front,  the  nearest  part  to  the  lake 
being  about  2  miles  from  the  bar  which  divides  the  waters  of  the  bay  from 
the  lake. 

Originally  the  harbor  depths  were  only  those  of  the  bay,  which  was 
about  10  feet  deep  along  the  city  front,  and  9  to  12  feet  thence  to  the 
lake.  In  the  part  known  as  the  " Deep  Hole"  at  Cedar  Point,  the  depth 
exceeded  18  feet  for  a  length  of  about  1  mile^  and  the  greatest  depth 
exceeded  40  feet 
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In  1826  an  appropriation  of  $400  was  made  for  a  survey.  The  first 
improvement  was  made  in  1844  by  the  eonstraction  of  a  dam  across  a 
breach  in  the  long  point  which,  in  1826,  extended  in  a  peninsula  from 
the  mainland  on  the  north  nearly  to  the  ^<  Deep  Hole"  channel  at  Cedar 
Point.  With  this  exception  all  improvements  previous  to  1896  con- 
sisted in  deepening  natural  channels,  making  a  new  straight  channel 
from  city  front  to  Cedar  Point,  and  in  dredging  and  removing  bowl- 
ders from  dock  channel  along  city  front. 

In  compliance  with  requirements  in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
August  18,  1894,  a  project  was  adopted  for  dredging  channels  inside 
the  bar  to  a  depth  of  17  feet  and  width  of  200  feet,  to  make  a  channel 
18  feet  deep  and  300  feet  wide  over  the  outer  bar,  and  to  construct  a 
jetty  from  Cedar  Point  and  a  dike  on  opposite  side  of  channel  to  con- 
fine the  currents,  check  the  drifting  sand,  and  thus  maintain  channel 
dei)ths.    The  estimated  cost  was  $265,000. 

The  total  expended  upon  the  improvement  from  1844  to  June  30, 1897, 
for  all  puri)ose8  was  $447,112.55. 

Vessels  drawing  17  feet  had  no  difficulty  in  passing  over  the  entire 
length  of  channels  inside  the  bar,  and  over  the  bar  the  same  draft  could 
be  carried  with  careful  piloting.  The  jetty  from  Cedar  Point  had  been 
extended  a  distance  of  800  feet  into  the  lake. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  last  fiscal  year  work  was  in  progress  in 
dredging  channels  and  in  extending  the  jetty  of  brush  and  stone,  each 
work  being  under  contract. 

The  dredging  was  completed  July  24  as  far  as  funds  permitted. 
The  full  depth  of  inside  channels  covered  a  width  of  90  feet  on  west 
section  of  dock  channel,  110  feet  in  east  section  of  dock  channel,  and 
200  feet  in  straight  channel  to  Cedar  Point.  Over  the  bar  the  channel 
had  a  depth  exceeding  17  feet  over  a  width  of  about  90  feet  at  the  nar- 
rowest place. 

Work  upon  the  jetty  from  Cedar  Point  was  suspended  October  12, 
1897,  because  of  completion  of  contract.  The  jetty  was  completed  to  a 
point  1,775  feet  from  the  shore.  In  the  spring  of  1898  a  survey  and 
map  dis(^losed  the  fact  that  the  channel  was  in  better  condition  than 
ever  before. 

In  com])liance  with  the  requirements  of  section  1  of  the  river  and 
harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  a  survey  of  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  San- 
dusky Bay  was  made  and  the  report  was  submitted  to  Congress  March 
18,  1898,  and  printed  in  House  Doc.  No.  362,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  sec- 
ond session ;  it  is  also  submitted  as  Appendix  M  M  16  of  this  report. 

The  improvements  contemplated  are  in  the  nature  of  extensions  to 
the  existing  project  now  in  the  course  of  execution. 

If  Congress  appropriates  the  amount  estimated  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1900,  it  is  proposed  to  expend  the  funds  in  completing 
the  jetty  from  Cedar  Point,  in  constructing  a  dike  dn  the  opposite  sitle 
of  the  channel,  and  in  completing  the  dredging  of  channels  inside  the  bar. 

In  1897  the  tonnage  as  reported  at  the  custom-house  was  but  991,974 
tons;  but  this  is  doubtless  much  too  small,  as  there  is  a  large  amount  of 
trafiic  \v:hich  is  not  reported  at  the  custom-house. 

July  1,  1897, balance  nnexpeuded .* $29,679.45 

Jane30;  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 29,323.16 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended..^ - 356.29 

'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 185, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscalyear  ending  June  30,1900  100, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oivil  aot  of  Jane  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  M  M  4.) 
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5.  Huron  Harbor,  Ohio. — ^The  Huron  Eiver  flows  into  Lake  Erie  at  a 
X)oint  about  10  miles  east  of  Sandusky  Bay,  and  the  harbor  of  Huron  is 
formed  by  the  part  of  the  river  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  length 
above  the  mouth,  to  which  has  been  added  a  large  dock  or  slip  excavated 
through  low  ground  on  the  east  side. 

The  river  is  navigable  for  small  vessels  as  far  inland 'as  Milan,  a 
village  about  8  miles  south  of  Huron.  Formerly  the  mouth  of  the  river 
was  occasionally  closed  by  a  sand  bar,  and  it  was  in  that  condition 
when  Congress  appropriated  $5,000  for  its  improvement  by  act  of  May 
20, 1826.  Improvements  were  then  undertaken  to  confine  the  currents 
and  protect  the  channel  by  parallel  piers  of  timber  crib  work  filled  with 
stone. 

The  piers  have  been  extended  and  repaired,  and  the  channel  has  been 
deepened  by  dredging  as  necessities  have  required,  without  any  radical 
change  in  the  original  plan  of  improvement.  Methods  of  construction 
have,  however,  been  recently  much  improved.  The  latest  project, 
approved  in  1890,  was  to  extend  the  piers  to  a  depth  of  16  feet  in  the 
lake.  The  estimate  for  the  construction  only,  as  revised  in  1893,  was 
$145,000. 

At  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  the  west  pier,  for  a  length  of  340  feet 
from  outer  end^  was  nearly  new  and  in  good  condition,  and  288  feet  in 
length  of  parts  inside  had  been  repaired  in  1894  with  new  superstruc- 
ture. On  the  east  side  a  length  of  152  feet  of  the  outer  end,  built  in 
1893  and  1895,  is  in  good  condition.  The  remaining  portions  of  piers, 
892  feet  on  west  side  and  770  feet  on  east  side,  are  in  very  bad  condition, 
owing  to  decay,  wear,  unequal  settlement,  and  other  causes,  making  a 
total  length  of  1,662  linear  feet,  which  may  protect  the  channel  a  few 
years  longer,  but  unless  renewed  entirely  will  ultimately  become  a  pile 
of  debris. 

The  total  expenditure  for  construction  and  maintenance  of  this  har- 
bor to  June  30, 1897,  was  $171,525.80. 

The  expenditures  of  the  year  were  for  dredging  the  channel  outside 
the  piers.  The  channel  has  a  depth  generally  exceeding  17  feet  at 
mean  lake  level,  but  during  several  years  preceding  the  present  season 
of  1898  the  surface  of  the  lake  has  been  from  a  few  inches  to  2  feet 
below  mean  level,  and  the  harbor  depths  shown  upon  charts  have  been 
correspondingly  less. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  the  improvement  does  not  recommend  the 
farther  extension  of  piers  on  the  present  lines,  but  concludes  that  the 
same  amouht  expended  in  constructing  detached  breakwaters  converg- 
ing toward  the  lake  will  produce  far  better  results. 

July  1, 1897.  balance  anexpended $747.91 

June  30, 18^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 736. 14 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 11.77 

{Amount  (estimatod)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 117,  .^00. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,1900    40, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  ilver  and 
har-bor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  M  M  5.) 

6.  Vermilion  Harbor j  Ohio. — ^The  harbor  of  Vermilion  is  about  35  miles 
west  of  Oleveland,  Ohio.  It  is  formed  by  the  part  of  Vermilion  lliver 
at  and  near  its  month. 

In  1836,  when  improvements  were  eommenced,  the  depth  of  water 
over  the  bar  was  less  than  2  feet.  The  project  for  improvement  was  to 
confine  the  channel  by  parallel  piers  of  timber  work,  filled  with  stone, 
extending  across  the  bar*    The  piers  are  125  feet  apart. 
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The  piers  were  repaired  or  renewed,  and  the  channel  was  dredged  at 
various  times  antil  1875,  since  which  date  no  additions  have  been  wade 
to  the  length  of  the  piers,  but  from  1876  to  1879  the  rock  bottom  in  the 
channel  was  removed  to  a  depth  of  14  feet.  All  expenditures  since  1879 
have  been  for  maintenance,  by  repairs  or  renewal  of  parts  of  piers. 

The  east  pier,  for  a  length  of  317  feet  from  the  outer  end,  is  in  fair 
condition,  the  superstructure  having  been  rebuilt  in  1892,  and  about 
185  feet  more,  a  length  of  502  feet  in  all,  will  probably  last  for  sevei  al 
years.  The  remainder  of  the  pier  on  east  side,  a  length  of  about  573  feet, 
is  little  better  than  a  ruin.  On  the  west  side  the  outer  end,  for  a  length 
of  72  feet,  could  be  made  to  last  for  some  years  with  proper  repairs, 
and  a  section  90  feet  long  next  to  that  part  is  in  good  condition,  having 
been  rebuilt  entirely  in  1896.  The  remainder  of  the  west  pier,  a  length 
of  nearly  1,000  feet,  is  so  much  worn  and  rotted  that  parts  of  it  are 
apparently  ready  to  fall  into  the  channel  at  any  time. 

Amount  expended  upon  Vermilion  Harbor  from  1836  to  June  30, 1897, 
was  $132,256.46. 

There  is  a  good  channel  of  11  feet  depth,  with  a  depth  of  12  feet  at 
the  entrance  between  piers.  The  expenses  of  the  last  fiscal  year  have 
been  for  examinations  of  channel  and  piers  and  for  office  contingencies. 

The  amount  remaining  to  be  appropriated  of  the  original  estimate 
for  completion  of  project  is  entirely  inadequate  by  itself  to  renew  or 
repair  any  part  of  the  old  piers. 

The  commerce  of  Vermilion  is  very  small^  but  at  certain  seasons  it 
furnishes  a  port  for  small  fishing  craft,  and  in  the  past  has  becna  a  win- 
ter x)ort  for  several  vessels  of  good  size. 

July  1,1897,  balance  noexpended $444.82- 

June  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 425. 25 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 19.57 

(See  Appendix  M  M  6.) 

7.  BlacJc  River  (Lorain)  ffarhor,  Ohio, — In  its  natural  condition  the 
depth  of  water  at  the  mouth  of  the  Black  Eiver  did  not  exceed  3  feet. 

In  1828  the  mouth  of  the  river  was  entirely  closed  by  a  sand  bar.  The 
plan  of  improvement  then  adopted  was  parallel  piers  of  timber  crib 
work  filled  with  stone,  extending  across  the  bar  into  the  lake.  The 
piers  originally  rested  upon  or  very  near  the  surface  of  the  bottom  of 
the  lake.  They  have  been  repaired,  portions  rebuilt,  and  the  outer 
ends  extended  to  deeper  water  to  keep  pace  as  far  as  possible  with 
increasing  demands  of  commerce,  but  no  radical  modification  of  the 
original  project  has  thus  far  been  adopted.  Methods  of  construction 
have,  however,  been  greatly  improved  in  the  most  recent  works. 

The  latest  approved  project,  adopted  in  1893,  is  to  extend  the  par- 
allel piers  to  a  depth  of  17  feet  in  the  lake,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$56,000,  exclusive  of  all  repairs  or  maintenance. 

The  total  of  expenditures  for  construction  and  maintenance  to  June 
30,  1897,  was  $279,548.66. 

The  west  pier  is  approximately  1,896  feet  long,  and  the  east  pier 
1,562  feeb  in  length.  On  the  east  side  a  section  of  pier  151  feet  long 
was  removed  and  entirely  rebuilt  upon  a  deeper  foundation  in  1893, 
and  on  the  west  side  a  section  396  feet  long  was  removed  and  rebuilt 
in  1897.  The  outer  end  of  east  pier,  a  length  of  142  feet,  and  outer  end 
of  west  pier,  a  length  of  238  feet,  built  in  1889-,  1891, 1893,  and  1895,  are 
in  good  condition.    The  remainder  of  both  east  and  west  piers  is  in 
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very  bad  oondition,  and  should  be  rebuilt  within  a  very  few  years.  A 
length  of  about  900  feet  on  the  west  side  has  been  leased  to  the  Cleve- 
land, Lorain  and  Wheeling  Railroad  Company  on  condition  of.  a  proper 
maintenance. 

The  work  of  removing  and  rebuilding  a  section  of  the  old  west  pier, 
396  feet  long,  which  was  in  progress  at  the  close  of  the  last  iiscal  year, 
was  completed  December  24, 1897. 

In  September  and  November,  1897,  the  channel  between  piers  was 
deepened  by  dredging  to  a  depth  of  19  feet.  There  is  now  a  good 
channel  exceeding  18  feet  in  depth  at  mean  lake  level  between  the  piers 
and  outside,  with  a  slight  tendency  for  the  formation  of  a  bar  around 
the  end  of  east  pier. 

Under  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  a  report 
of  a  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Black  Biver  (Lorain),  Ohio,  was  submitted 
by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  improvement  in  Kovember,  1897;  the 
report  was  printed  in  House  Doc.  No.  131,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second 
session ;  it  is  also  submitted  herewith  as  Appendix  M  M  17. 

The  cost  of  necessary  breakwaters  and  other  improvements  to  make 
a  harbor  easily  accessible  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  with  a  depth  of  29 
feet  at  the  entrance,  is  $695,500. 

The  commerce  and  business  of  Lorain  Harbor  is  increasing  rapidly. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  anexpended  ..,.' $12,656.11 

Jane  Sb,  18£^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 13,653.56 

July  1,  1S9S,  balance  unexpended ^ 2.55 

July  1,  1898,  outetanding  liabiUtiee .59 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1.96 

(See  Appendix  M  M  7.) 

8.  Cleveland  Harbor^  Ohio, — ^The  harbor  of  Cleveland  is  formed  mainly 
by  the  navigable  portion  of  the  Cuyahoga  Biver,  the  channel  of  which, 
inside  the  original  shore  line,  has  been  greatly  improved  by  dredging 
under  the  direction  of  the  city  authorities  and  by  private  enterprise; 

Previous  to  1825  no  improvements  had  been  made  and  the  mouth  of 
the  river  had  no  permanent  location  nor  reliable  depth.  The  river,  at 
different  times,  flowed  into  Lake  Erie  at  various  points,  the  extremes 
of  which  were  more  than  three-fourths  of  a  mile  apart.  This  condition 
was  caused  by  the  sand,  which  drifted  and  formed  a  long  point  or  spit 
projecting  from  the  east  side  and  forcing  the  river  to  take  its  course 
westward  to  the  end  of  the  point.  At  times  the  mouth  of  tlie  river  was 
closed  entirely  during  brief  intervals  until  a  freshet  or  other  increased 
flow  would  result  in  a  new  break  through  the  bar. 

In  1826,  when  improvements  were  first  undertaken,  the  spit  extended 
westward  beyond  the  present  west  pier,  and  the  middle  of  the  river  was 
about  700  feet  west  of  its  present  location.  The  plan  of  improvement 
contemplated  rectifying  the  channel  so  that  it  would  lead  more  directly 
into  the  lake,  and  to  make  the  new  location  permanent  by  piers  to  con- 
fine the  channel  across  the  bar  and  into  the  lake  on  each  side. 

The  piers  were  repaired  and  extended,  parts  were  rebuilt,  and  the 
channel  was  made  deeper  and  maintained  by  dredging,  as  necessities 
arose,  with  no  change  in  the  general  method  of  improvement  until  1875, 
at  which  time  the  total  expenditure  had  been  $346,881.61. 

In  compliance  with  requirement  in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  March 
3,  1875|  a  project  was  adopted  in  that  year  for  a  breakwater  in  5 
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fathoms  of  water.  The  west  breakwater  was  commenced  in  1876  and 
completed  in  1883,  a  total  length  of  7,130  feet,  including  shore  arm, 
besides  a  spar  of  100  feet  near  the  harbor  entrance.  East  breakwater 
was  commenced  in  1888  upon  same  alignment  as  west  breakwater,  but 
leaving  an  opening  of  500  feet.  This  work  was  continued  at  intervals 
until  1893,  when  its  length  was  2,494.5  feet. 

In  1895  an  opening  of  200  feet  was  made  in  the  shore  arm  of  west 
breakwater  as  a  sanitary  measure.  In  1896  a  length  of  450  feet  of  old 
east  pier  outside  of  harbor  line  was  entirely  removed  and  partly 
replaced  by  a  substantial  pier  of  timber  crib  work  and  stone,  with  a 
superstructure  of  stone  and  concrete  masonry. 

Total  expenditures  for  all  purposes  from  1825  to  June  30,  1897, 
$1,683,792.82. 

The  depths  of  water  at  entrance  between  breakwaters  is  from  22  to 
24  feet  and  the  central  depth  between  piers  generally  exceeds  18  feet. 

Under  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3,  1896,  a 
project  for  completing  certain  improvements  at  Cleveland  Harbor, 
Ohio,  was  placed  under  the  continuous-contract  system  at  a  cost  not  to 
exceed  $1,354,000. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  last  fiscal  year  a  contract  had  been  executed 
for  repairing  west  breakwater  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $4I.'{,843.78,  at 
contract  prices.  Operations  under  this  contract  were  commenced 
August;  I,  1897,  and  have  been  carried  on  continuously,  exce])t  when 
suspended  during  the  winter  season.  Four  hundred  linear  feet  of  the 
new  superstructure  of  concrete  masonry  has  been  completed,  its  base 
being  at  an  average  depth  of  2.5  feet  below  mean  water  level.  An 
additional  distance  of  50  feet  has  the  heavy  concrete  blocks  set  in  posi- 
tion and  50  feet  farther  the  old  superstructure  has  been  removed  and 
the  base  for  concrete  prepared.  The  outer  face  of  breakwater  has  been 
sheathed  with  oak  plank  over  a  length  of  750  feet. 

A  contract  has  been  executed  for  constructing  the  stone  foundation 
upon  which  to  complete  the  east  breakwater,  a  length  of  about  3,000 
feet,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $92,000.  Work  under  that  contract  is  now 
in  progress.  The  first  delivery  of  stone  under  the  contract  was 
June  17. 

On  the  23d  of  June  proposals  were  opened  for  constructing  part  of 
west  pier,  removing  part  of  old  west  pier,  dredging  channel,  and  com- 
pleting east  breakwater.  Of  the  nine  proposals  received,  the  lowest 
was  that  of  the  L.  P.  &  J.  A.  Smith  Company,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  the 
total  coat  estimated  from  contract  prices  for  the  various  items  being 
$450,273.95. 

The  portions  of  the  project  remaining  are  a  ]>ortion  of  west  pier  con- 
struction and  river  widening,  and  a  contract  for  such  work  will  be  let 
as  soon  as  title  to  the  land  which  is  required  for  the  purpose  has  been 
acquired  by  the  United  States. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  required  "a  survey  of  the 
breakwater  [outer  harbor!  as  heretofore  planned,  with  a  view  of  deter- 
mining the  advisability  or  changing  the  plan  thereof,"  etc. 

A  complete  survey  was  made,  and  a  report  with  map  submitted  by 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  improvement,  under  date  of  December  2, 
1897.  The  report  and  map  were  printed  in  House  Doc.  No.  128,  Fifty- 
fifth  Congress,  second  session.  The  report  is  also  submitted  herewith  as 
Appendix  M  M  18. 

The  commerce  of  Cleveland  Harbor  is  very  large  and  is  increasing. 
In  the  year  1897  the  actual  freights  reported  amounted  to  Q^lSd^sSi 
tons,  and  seven  new  lines  of  transportation  were  established. 
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Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  anexpended $419,838.79 

Amount  appropriated  by  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1, 1898 *294, 000. 00 

713, 838.  79 
June  90, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fisoal  year 24, 986. 99 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 688,851.80 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding?  liabilities $19, 108.04 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 927, 273. 95 

946, 381. 99 


"Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existin)^  project 630, 000. 00 

Amonnttbatcau  be  profitably  expendedin  fiscal  yearendingJuueSO,  1900  400,000.00 
I  Submitted  in  compliance  witb  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
,     barbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  M  M  8.) 

9,  Fairport  Rarhor,  Ohio. — ^The  harbor  of  Fairport  is  in  Grand  Kiver, 
which  was  originally  navigable  for  small  vessels  about  2^  miles  from  its 
moath,  bat  the  depth  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  was  uncertain.  In  1825, 
when  the  improvement  was  undertaken,  the  mouth  of  the  river  was 
entirely  closed  by  a  sand  bar. 

The  improvement  consisted  in  constructing  parallel  piers  of  timber 
crib  work  filled  with  stone  200  feet  apart  and  extending  across  the  bar 
to  confine  the  currents  and  check  the  drifting  sand.  The  cost  of  main- 
tenance has  been  a  very  large  item  in  the  total  of  expenditures,  for  parts 
of  the  original  piers  have  been  rebuilt,  all  the  timber  work  has  been 
extensively  repaired,  and  the  item  of  dredging  to  maintain  channel 
depths  has  been  very  large.  The  last  extension  to  piers  was  in  1893. 
The  total  expenditures  for  construction  and  maintenance,  1825  to  June 
30, 1897,  was  $375,602.76. 

The  result  has  been  a  channel  of  19  to  20  feet  depth  between  piers, 
and  generally  a  depth  of  18  to  20  feet  from  piers  to  the  lake,  except 
when  temporarily  made  less  by  storms  in  the  late  fall  and  early  spring 
months. 

The  expenditures  of  the  last  fiscal  year  have  been  for  liabilities  of  the 
previous  year,  for  dredging  the  channel,  and  for  the  necessary  surveys, 
office  and  engineering  contingencies. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  appropriated  $30,000  for  the 
improvement,  and  provided  that  of  the  amount  ^^not  less  than  twenty 
thousand  dollars  shall  be  applied  toward  the  construction  of  a  break- 
water according  to  the  project  submitted  April  third,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety  six." 

The  project  contemplates  the  con8ti*uctiou  of  two  breakwaters  con- 
verging toward  the  lake.  The  expenditure  of  $20,000  only  to  commence 
the  breakwaters  would  not  permit  of  constructing  a  section  sufficiently 
large  to  be  of  any  practical  service  and  its  proportional  cost  would  be 
increased.  It  would  furthermore  be  subject  to  injuries  and  deteriora- 
tion before  it  would  become  of  service.  The  expenditure  of  this  sum 
has,  therefore,  been  deferred  until  additional  funds  for  the  purpose  are 
made  available. 

In  the  spring  of  1898  the  bar  had  formed  near  outer  end  of  piers,  but 
in  such  manner  as  to  leave  a  narrow  channel  of  18  feet  depth  in  pro- 
longation of  east  pier.  The  channel  was  buoyed  until  the  bar  was 
removed  by  dredging  in  May  and  June,  1898. 

The  application  to  maintenance  and  repairs  of  $10,000  of  the  appro- 
priation of  1890  for  this  work,  has  increased  the  estimate  for  comple- 

*  Appropriation  was  $300,000,  with  proviso  that  $6,000  of  the  amount  may  be 
expende<l  for  repairs  and  exteDsion  of  levee  at  Zanesyllle,  Ohio. 
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tion  of  the  project  by  that  amount  over  the  sum  stated  in  the  last 
Annnal  Keport. 

Fairport  Harbor  is  a  large  receiving  port  for  iron  ore  and  p^rain,  which 
is  taken  away  by  rail.  Oonsiderable  coal  is  shipped  from  this  iK)rt.  In 
1897,  the  freight  to  and  from  the  harbor  amounted  to  1,51)5,906  tons. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $30,270.77 

June  30, 18SKB,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 1, 781. 60 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 28,489.17 

Julyl,  1898,  outsUnding  liabilities 769.92 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 27,719.25 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 490. 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1900  150, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  ^.ppendix  M  M  9.) 

10.  Ashtabula  HarboTj  Ohio. — ^Ashtabula  Harbor  is  in  and  adjacent 
to  the  Ashtabula  Eiver  near  its  mouth.  The  room  which  the  river 
afforded  has  been  largely  increased  by  wharves  and  docks  constructed 
by  the  Pennsylvania  and  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  rail- 
way companies. 

Previous  to  1826  the  natural  conditions  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
were  varied  under  the  action  of  storms  on  the  lake  and  freshets  in  the 
river.  In  1826  the  depth  did  not  exceed  2  feet,  and  the  great/est  possi- 
ble depth  under  natural  conditions  was  9  feet  to  the  underlying  rock 
near  the  shore  line. 

The  improvement,  by  confining  the  channel  between  piers  of  timber 
filled  with  stone  168  feet  apart,  was  commenced  in  1826.  The  piers 
were  subsequently  repaired  and  extended,  and  the  channel  was  main- 
tained and  made  deeper  by  dredging  the  sand  and  shaly  rock  as  the 
increasing  necessities  of  navigation  demanded,  without  any  radical 
change  in  the  principle  or  general  plan  of  the  improvement  until  1895. 

In  1891  the  depths  were  17  feet  and  the  original  plan  was  modified 
by  adopting  a  project  to  widen  the  outer  part  of  channel  to  213  feet,  to 
extend  piers  to  a  depth  of  22  teet,  and  to  remove  the  rock  to  a  depth  of 
20  feet. 

The  project  of  1891  was  but  partially  carried  out  when  the  river  and 
harbor  act  of  August  18, 1894,  provided  for  a  survey  with  a  view  to 
making  it  a  harbor  of  refuge  and  increasing  its  capacity  for  the  pur- 
poses of  commerce.  The  report  was  submitted  to  Congress  in  Annual 
Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  1895,  pages  3122  to  3126,  with  map. 
The  project  modified  the  previous  plan  In  regard  to  length  of  piers,  and 
recommended  the  construction  of  two  breakwaters  converging  toward 
the  lake^  the  outer  ends  400  feet  apart  in  water  29  feet  deep. 

The  nver  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  appropriated  $50,000  for 
improving  Ashtabula  Harbor  and  provided  that  <'  not  less  than  940,000 
shall  be  applied  toward  the  construction  of  breakwaters  according  to  a 
project  submitted,"  etc. 

The  entire  amount  expended  for  construction  and  maintenance  of 
piers  and  channels,  1826  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $608,674.73. 

The  channel  then  had  a  depth  of  20  feet  throughout  from  county 
bridge  to  the  lake;  the  outer  part  of  channel  had  been  widened  to  213 
feet  and  the  piers  had  been  extended  as  far  as  is  now  considered  neces- 
sary. At  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  the  construction  of  a  section 
432  feet  long  for  inner  end  of  west  breakwater  was  in  process  of  con- 
Btruction  by  contract;  this  work  was  completed  September  28th. 
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A  board  fence  650  feet  long  was  coustrncted  across  tbe  beach  on 
west  side  of  channel  in  fall  of  1897  to  check  the  movement  of  sand,  and 
a  large  number  of  willows  was  also  planted  npon  the  beach  for  the  same 
purpose.    The  effect  of  the  fence  and  willows  is  already  very  noticeable. 

In  May,  1898,  the  channel  was  surveyed  and  a  shoal  was  buoyed^ 
tbe  shoal  was  removed  by  dredging  in  June. 

Ashtabula  Harbor  has  the  largest  tonnage  in  iron  ore  of  any  port 
upon  Lake  Erie. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $53,726.48 

June  ^,  189S,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 52, 473. 42 


July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 1,253.06 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 480.11 


July  1,  1898,  balance  available 772.95 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 480, 000. 00 

J  Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  yearendmg  JnneSO,  1900  100, 000. 00 
I  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  M  M  10.) 

11.  Canneaut  Harbor^  Ohio, — ^The  improvement  of  Gonneaut  Creek 
was  commenced  under  an  appropriation  approved  March  2, 1829,  for 
improving  the  creek  by  removing  the  bar  at  its  mouth.  Under  ordinary 
conditions  the  depth  over  the  bar  was  about  2  feet 

The  method  of  improvement  was  piers  of  timber  and  stone  to  confine 
the  channel  across  the  bar.  From  1829  to  1880  there  was  expended  in 
construction  and  maintenance  the  sum  of  $112,629.39.  Ko  further 
appropriations  were  made  until  1892. 

The  original  works  were  planned  with  reference  to  the  necessities  of 
small  sailing  vessels  of  light  draft,  and  the  depths  obtained  had  ranged 
from  8  feet  ordinarily  to  11  feet  under  very  favorable  conditions.  The 
piers  were  115  feet  apart.  In  1880  they  were  all  in  the  nature  of 
obstructions  to  be  removed. 

Under  the  acts  of  July  13, 1892,  and  February  24, 1893,  a  project  was 
adopted  to  construct  parallel  piers  200  feet  apart  and  of  sufficient  length 
to  extend  to  a  depth  of  17  feet  in  the  lake. 

In  compliance  with  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress  approved  March  13, 
1896,  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  submit  <<a  plan  and  estimate 
for  the  further  improvement  of  Conneaut  Harbor  in  the  State  of  Ohio," 
a  report  and  estimate  were  submitted  to  Congress  in  March,  1896.  The 
report  was  printed  in  House  Doc  Ko.  325,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  first 
session,  and  in  Eeport  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  1896,  pages  2969  to  2972. 

The  project  contemplated  the  construction  of  two  breakwaters  con- 
verging toward  the  lake,  the  completion  of  a  portion  of  the  project  for 
piers,  and  dredging  to  a  depth  of  20  feet,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$610,000,  including  $80,000  expended  upon  the  latest  project  for  piers. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  appropriated  $40,000  for 
the  improvement  and  provided  thaf  not  less  than  twenty  thousand 
dollars  shall  be  applied  toward  the  construction  of  a  breakwater  accord- 
ing to  the  project  submitted  March  twenty-fourth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety-six." 

The  total  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  as  follows : 

1829  to  1880 $112,629.39 

1892  to  1897 81,515,62 

Totia 194,145,QV 
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A  part  of  west  pier  ^00  feet  long  aud  24  feet  wide  had  been  con- 
structed by  contract,  and  a  part  of  east  pier  600  feet  long  and  18  feet 
wide,  extended  by  a  pile  revetment  526  feet  long  inside  of  shore  line, 
had  been  coDstrncted  by  hired  labor  and  purchase  of  materials  by  con- 
tract. Shoals  in  channel  had  been  dredged  at  varions  times  and  a  part 
of  old  west  pier  had  been  repaired.  The  channel  depths  generally 
exceeded  17  feet  over  a  width  of  about  100  feet  The  rock  bottom  pro- 
jects into  channel  on  east  side,  so  that  the  full  depth  can  not  be  obtained 
on  that  side  until  the  rock  can  be  removed. 

During  the  season  of  1897  a  section  of  west  breakwater  282  feet  long 
from  the  end  nearest  shore  was  completed. 

A  dredge  was  employed  October  26  to  Decembers,  removing  material 
to  a  depth  of  20  feet.  In  the  spring  of  1898  the  channel  was  again 
deepened  by  dredging  to  a  depth  of  20.5  feet.  Both  piers  have  received 
considerable  repairs. 

The  estimate  for  completing  the  project  at  this  harbor  has  been 
slightly  increased  in  consequence  of  the  necessity  in  past  years  of 
expenditures  for  repairs  and  maintenance. 

The  freight  tonnage  at  Qonneaut  is  increasing  rapidly. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended , $38,481.38 

June  30;  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 37, 497. 99 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 986.39 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  Ilabilltiefl 709.65 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 276.74 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 499, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  l&O,  000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  M  M  11.) 

12.  Removing  sunken  vessels  or  craft  ohstructing  or  endangering  naviga- 
tion.— In  October,  1897,  a  dredge  which  was  employed  in  dredging  a 
channel  through  tbe  bar  outside  the  piers  at  Monroe  Harbor,  Michigan, 
was  accidentally  sunk  in  the  channel  about  750  feet  from  the  end  of 
piers. 

The  wreck  will  be  removed  in  July  at  as  early  a  day  as  the  United 
States  dredge  can  be  spared  from  other  duties  upon  which  it  was 
engaged  at  tbe  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

(See  Appendix  M  M  12.) 

SURVEYS  MADE  IN  COMPLIANOB  WITH  BIVEB  AND  HABBOB  ACT  OF 
JUNE  3,  1896,  AND  SUNDRY  ClVUi  ACT  OF  JUNE  4,  1897. 

The  surveys  of  the  following  localities,  required  by  the  river  and 
harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  and  the  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897, 
were  made  by  the  local  officer.  Col.  Jared  A.  Smith,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
and  reports  thereon  submitted: 

1.  Survey  of  Monroe  Harbor ^  Michiganj  with  a  vieiv  of  obtaining  a 
14  foot  depth  of  water. — Colonel  Smith  submitted  report  November  10, 
1897,  of  survey  required  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3,  1896. 

The  harbor  of  Monroe  has  generally  been  understood  to  include  all 
that  part  of  Eaisin  Eiver  from  the  head  of  the  wharves  to  and  into  the 
lake,  a  total  distance  of  a  little  more  than  2^  miles,  and  has  been 
improved  by  the  United  States,  the  present  depths  varying  from  t)  to 
12  feet. 

Colonel  Smith  submits  a  project  for  securing  a  14-foot  depth  from  the 
Jake  to  tbe  city  of  Monroe  by  extending  uoitk^jier  2^000  feet  and  south 
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pier  2^300  feet,  dredging  over  bar,  canal  revetments  on  both  Bides, 
dredging  in  river  and  canals,  and  blasting  and  removal  of  rock  in  situ; 
estimated  to  cost,  in  all,  iuclading  contingencies,  $626,750.  He  states, 
however,  that  this  estimate  does  not  include  the  expense  of  mainte- 
nance, which  will  be  considerable,  and  that  there  is  no  present  or  pro- 
spective commerce  which  would  justify  such  an  expenditure. 

In  a  report  on  a  preliminary  examination  of  Eaisin  Eiver,  dated 
August  26, 1896,  made  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  section  8  of 
the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  Colonel  Smith  stated  (see 
House  Doc.  No.  81,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  second  session;  also  Annual 
Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  1897,  p.  3094) : 

In  view  of  the  facts  regarding  the  location,  condition,  and  commerce  of  the  Raiain 
River,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  coat  of  any  extension  of  improveniAnt  heretofore 
planned  would  vastly  exceed  the  probable  benefit  to  the  commerce  of  the  country. 
Whatever  benefits  might  accrue  would  be  local  in  extent;  and  it  is  doubtful  if  even 
the  local  benefit  would  be  very  great. 

The  maintenance  of  the  piers,  canal  revetment,  and  light-house  involves  all  the 
expense  which  can  be  justmed  by  the  present  or  probable  commerce  or  business  of 
the  place. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
Ko.  102,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
M  M  13.) 

2.  Survey  of  the  straight  channel  in  Maumee  River  and  Bay,  Ohio. — 
This  survey  was  authorized  by  the  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897,  and 
on  December  16, 1897,  Colonel  Smith  submitted  report  of  results.  He 
presents  estimates  of  cost  of  obtaining  a  width  of  400  feet  and  a  depth 
of  21  feet  at  mean  level  throughout  the  channels  in  Maumee  Kiver  and 
Bay,  as  follows: 

For  river  channels $332,000 

For  channels  and  dike  in  bay 763,000 

Total 1,095,000 

He  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  channel  at  the  extreme  upper  part 
of  the  wharf  frontage,  indicated  on  the  map  as  Division  A,  is  not  a 
thoroughfare,  and  is  used  only  by  a  portion  of  the  vessels  which  pass 
most  of  the  dredged  channel  below,  and,  as  a  consequence,  that  a  nar- 
rower channel  here  would  be  sufficient  for  all  necessities  of  the  present 
or  immediate  future.  If  this  suggestion  is  adopted  the  estimate  would 
be  reduced  to  $1,005^000.  Attention  is  invited  to  Colonel  Smith's 
remarks  regarding  maintenance  of  the  work. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No.  198,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
M  M  14.) 

3.  Survey  of  Starve  Island  Beef  near  South  Bass  Island^  in  Lake  Eriej 
OhiOj  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  navigable  channel  25  feet  in  depth  over 
said  reef — ^This  survey  was  authorized  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
June  3, 1896,  and  Colonel  Smith  submitted  report  of  results  September 
15, 1897.  From  the  data  secured,  Colonel  Smith  estimates  the  cost  as 
follows: 

For  remoTing  all  rock  above  grade  of  21  feet $258,300 

For  removing  all  rock  above  grade  of  25  feet 761, 250 

In  transmitting  this  report  to  this  office  Colonel  Smith  remarks: 

At  the  time  this  survey  was  required  by  Congress  in  tlie  act  of  June  3,  1896,  there 
were  many  reasons  for  believing  that  the  removal  of  the  reef  would  be  attended  with 
less  expense  and  greater  benefits  than  are  now  estimated.  For  the  reasons  set  forth 
in  the  rejiort;  I  do  not  consider  that  the  interests  of  commerce  involved  are  sufficient 
to  justify  the  expense,  and  it  is  therefore  my  opinion  that  the  proposed  improvement 
ia  not  worthy  of  fnrtber  oonuderaUon, 
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The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
!N^o.  103,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
M  M  16.) 

4.  Survey  of  bar  at  the  mouth  of  SandusJcy  Harbor^  O^io.— .This  sur- 
vey was  made  under  authority  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 
1896,  and  Colonel  Smith  submitted  report  February  28, 1898. 

This  locality  is  now  being  improved  by  the  General  Government 
under  a  project  which  provides  for  the  construction  of  a  jetty  from 
Cedar  Point  into  the  lake  with  a  view  to  extending  the  Deep  Hole  chan- 
nel in  the  same  direction,  the  construction  of  a  detached  dike  or  break- 
water to  prevent  encroachments  on  the  channel  by  shifting  sand  from 
the  westward,  and  certain  dredging. 

Colonel  Smith  states  that  the  forces  of  the  currents  in  Sandusky 
Harbor  are  amx)le  to  excavate  and  maintain  a  wide  and  deep  channel 
entirely  over  the  bar,  provided  they  are  properly  directed,  and  the  project 
now  presented  by  him  has  for  its  object  the  widening  and  deepening  of 
the  channel  by  properly  directing  the  current  and  by  the  arrest  of  sand 
movement.  This,  in  his  opinion,  can  be  accomplished  by  extending  the 
present  jetty  at  Cedar  Point  as  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  hold  the  oul- 
ward  and  eastward  currents  until  their  scour  has  made  a  channel  at 
least  20  feet  deep  entirely  across  the  bar;  by  construction  of  a  "sill" 
and  dam  along  the  top  of  the  bar  from  the  light-house  across  the 
**  Wagon  Track  "  to  Sand  Point,  and  supplemented  there  by  three  small 
jetties;  by  construction  of  a  dike,  approximately  5,550  feet  long,  par- 
allel to  and  725  feet  from  the  jetty;  by  protection  of  the  slope  of  the 
bar  south  of  the  light-house  with  brush  mattresses,  and  by  the  con- 
struction of  a  dike  1,500  feet  long  at  the  outer  end  of  the  straight  chan- 
nel, and  a  small  spur  on  Cedar  Point. 

The  improvements  contemplated  are  in  the  nature  of  extensions  to 
the  existing  project  now  in  course  of  execution.  The  cost  of  complet- 
ing the  existing  project  is  estimated  to  be  $185,000,  and  Colonel  Smith 
estimates  the  cost  of  the  extensions  now  proposed  to  be  $240,796.  Total 
estimated  cost,  $425,796. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No.  362,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
M  M  16.) 

.5.  Survey  of  Black  River  (Lorain)  Harbor^  Ohio, — This  survey  was 
authorized  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  and  Colonel 
Smith  submitted  report  of  results  November  1, 1897,  with  alternative 
plans  for  improvement. 

Plan  A  is  designed  to  afford  an  entrance  400  feet  wide  in  water  27 
feet  deep  at  mean  lake  level,  and  is  er^timated  to  cost  $590,500.  Plan 
B  is  for  a  harbor  entrance  in  a  depth  of  29  feet  of  water  at  mean  lake 
level  and  is  estimated  to  cost  $695,500.    The  local  officer  remarks  that — 

The  present  indicationa  of  deyelopment  in  lake  commorco  are  that  the  principal 
frei<Tht8  will  be  carried  in  much  larger  vessels  than  heretofore,  and  that  harbors 
which  can  not  afford  them  a  safe  entrance  and  sufficient  depth  of  water  will  not  only 
fail  to  increase  in  business  but  can  hardly  avoid  suffering  great  loss  in  interests  pre- 
viously established. 

Eespecting  the  two  plans  presented  in  his  report,  he  says: 

Between  the  two  plans,  A  and  B,  presented  with  this  report,  a  glance  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  show  the  great  superiority  of  Plan  B  for  every  busincAs  purpose  and  for  a 
harbor  of  refuge.^    In  point  of  expense  only  the  former  plan  is  to  be  recoui mended. 

In  my  opinion  it  is  not  wise  to  limit  the  provisions  for  a  harbor  at  such  a  place  to 
preitt'iit  neceHRities  only,  and  looking  to  tlie  future  the  larger  and  more  expensive 
jilau  is  ttie  one  whioh  will  best  serve  the  purposes  required. 
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The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doo. 
No.  131,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
M  M  17.) 

€,  Survey  of  the  breakwater  at  Cleveland  Harbor j  Ohio. — ^Report  was 
submitted  by  Colonel  Smith  November  15, 1897,  upon  survey  of  the 
breakwater  at  Cleveland  Harbor,  Ohio,  as  heretofore  planned,  with  a 
view  of  determining  the  advisability  of  changing  the  plan  thereof  so  as 
to  abandon  the  proposed  construction  of  the  eastern  shore  arm,  and  in 
lien  thereof  extending  the  breakwater  eastwardly  in  a  general  direction 
parallel  with  the  shore,  made  to  comply  with  requirements  of  the  river 
and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896. 

Colonel  Smith's  conclusions  may  be  summarized  as  follows : 

First.  Such  a  modification  would  greatly  increase  the  exposure  of 
wharves  and  anchorage  to  the  northerly  and  northeasterly  storms. 

Second.  The  expense  of  the  same  length  of  breakwater  would  be  con- 
siderably increased  because  of  the  greater  depth. 

Third.  In  case  of  a  further  extension  eastward  on  the  same  line  the 
harbor  would  still  have  increased  exposure  to  the  north  and  northeast 
and  a  greater  cost  than  if  built  nearer  shore. 

Fourth.  The  width  between  breakwater  and  end  of  wharves  would 
be  too  great. 

Fifth.  The  cost  of  protecting  the  harbor  from  northeast  storms  by  a 
shore  arm,  which  would  ultimately  be  required,  would  be  greater  than 
if  the  breakwater  were  built  nearer  shore. 

Sixth.  An  extension  eastward  from  the  end,  as  heretofore  planned, 
would  afford  much  better  protection  to  wharves  and  anchorage  at  all 
times,  would  cost  less,  would  afford  ample  room  between  wharves  and 
breakwater,  and  would  be  nearly  900  feet  nearer  shore,  with  a  corre- 
sponding decrease  in  the  cost  of  a  shore  arm  to  protect  the  harbor  from 
northeasterly  storms. 

These  points  are  deemed  by  Colonel  Smith  to  be  sufficient  to  indicate 
that  it  is  not  advisable,  either  with  reference  to  present  necessities  or 
future  requirements,  to  abandon  the  construction  of  the  shore  arm  of 
the  breakater  as  now  planned. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No.  128,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
M  M  18.) 

IMPROVEMENT   OF   ERIE    HARBOR,  PENNSYLVANIA,  AND    OP   CERTAIN 
RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  WESTERN  NEW  YORK. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  Thomas  W.  Symons,  Corps  of 
Engineers.  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  U.  S.  Volun- 
teers, colonel.  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1,  Erie  Harbor^  Pennsylvania, — In  its  original  condition  the  harbor 
of  Erie  was  landlocked,  the  only  entrance  being  to  the  east;  the  chan- 
nel was  narrow  and  tortuous,  variable  in  position,  with  a  depth  of  about 
6  feet. 

The  original  project,  prepared  in  1823,  provided  for  closing  all  of  the 
eastern  end  of  the  harbor  by  means  of  a  breakwater,  in  which  should 
be  an  opening  200  feet  wide,  and  for  extending  to  deep  water  in  the 
lake  two  parallel  piers,  one  on  each  side  of  the  opening.  This  project 
is  substantially  in  force  at  the  present  time,  except  that  the  piers  are 
300  feet  apart. 

The  project  also  includes  the  necessary  work  of  dredging  to  keep  the 
channel  open,  making  the  nece.^sary  repairs  to  existing  strnctnresy  and 
maintaining  Presque  Isle  Peninsula. 
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The  original  estimated  cost  of  the  existing  project  is  an  uncertain 
qaautity.  The  cost  of  future  work  depends  so  largely  upon  contingen- 
cies that  it  is  impossible  to  state  it  with  any  degree  of  accuracy. 

The  cost  of  pier  extension^  rendered  necessary  by  sand  movements, 
can  be  definitely  estimated,  but  the  repairs  and  dredging  can  not. 

The  total  amount  expended  for  the  improvement,  preservation,  and 
maintenance  of  Erie  Harbor  and  Presque  Isle  Peninsula  to  June  30, 
1897,  was  $1)10,462.91. 

The  results  obtained  were  to  establish  and  maintain  a  good  entrance 
channel  of  a  depth  of  18  feet  and  at  least  275  feet  wide,  and  a  com- 
modious deep  harbor  inside. 

During  the  year  a  shoal  was  removed  from  the  outer  channel  under 
contract.  The  work  was  begun  May  2  and  finished  May  28,  1898.  Six 
thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  cubic  yards  of  material  was 
dredged,  at  a  cost  of  $1,110.95. 

The  commerce  of  Erie  is  large  and  increasing.  During  the  year  1897 
there  were  3,133  arrivals  and  departures  of  lake  vessels,  with  an  aggre- 
gate tonnage  of  4,051,984  tons.  The  receipts  are  principally  iron  ore, 
wheat,  flour,  corn,  lumber,  and  copper,  and  the  shipments  principally 
coal.  The  tonnage  of  the  port  has  more  than  doubled  during  the  past 
ten  years,  which  is  largely  due  to  its  having  been  kept  in  most  excellent 
condition  by  the  Government. 

The  following  table,  compiled  from  the  reports  of  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers, gives  the  combined  number  of  arrivals  and  departures  and  the 
tonnage  of  arriving  and  departing  vessels  for  the  past  ten  years : 


Year. 


18R8 
1889 
1890 
1801 
1892 


Arrivftis 

and  de- 

Tonnage. 

partures. 

2,111 

1, 852. 601 

2,488 

2,35I,4«r, 

2,694 

2, 480,  aw 

2,437 

2,343,566 

2,180 

2, 409, 045 

Year. 


1803 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 


ArrivalB 
and  de- 
partures. 


1,877 
2,687 
2,936 
3, 100 
3,133 


Tonnage. 


1, 701, 542 
3, 060, 545 
3,323,672 
3, 634, 842 
4,051,984 


The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  at  mean  low 
water,  over  the  shoalest  part  of  the  locality  under  improvement,  is  17 
feet. 

In  accordance  with  requirements  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June 
3, 1896,  a  new  project,  with  estimates,  has  been  submitted,  and  is  printed 
as  House  Doc.  !No.  70,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  first  session,  and  in  Annual 
Eeport,  Chief  of  Engineers,  for  1897,  page  3237. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  nnexpended $36,122.21 

Jane  30,  1898,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 5, 177. 36 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 30,SH4.85 

July  1,  1898,  outHtanding  liabilities $100.00 

July  1,  1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 700. 14 

800.14 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 30,144.71 

(See  Appendix  N  N 1.) 

^.  Harbor  at  DunJcirlc^  If,  T. — ^The  harbor  at  Dunkirk  is  naturally  a 
simple  indentation  of  the  »<outh  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  It  lies  between 
Point  Gratiot  on  the  west  and  Battery  Point  on  the  east.  Between  the 
two  points  is  a  distance  of  9,600  feet,  and  the  maximum  breadth  of  the 
bay  behind  the  line  of  the  two  headlands  is  3,600  feet.    The  general 
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depth  of  water  in  the  bay  was  about  10  feet.  The  bay  is  underlaid  with 
rock  at  an  average  depth  of  15  to  16  feet.  The  object  of  the  improve- 
ment is  to  form  an  artiiicially  protected  harbor  in  the  indentation  or 
bay  above  described. 

The  original  project  was  adopted  in  1827,  and,  with  its  subsequent 
modifications,  provided  for  the  construction  of  a  pier  running  out  from 
the  west  shore  of  the  indentation  and  a  detached  breakwater  parallel 
with  the  pier  and  about  2,000  feet  distant  from  the  city  front.  An 
opening  between  the  two  structures  provided  a  harbor  entrance,  through 
which  a  channel  leading  to  the  docks  was  to  be  deepened  to  13  feet. 

In  1870  a  Board  of  Engineers  recommended  a  plan  which  provided 
for  a  detaehed  breakwater  2,800  feet  long,  one  part  of  which,  2,300  feet 
long,  was  to  be  nearly  parallel  with  the  shore,  the  other  part  to  be 
nearly  parallel  with  the  axis  of  the  channel  entrance  and  500  feet  long. 

This  breakwater  and  the  pier  already  built  were  to  form  the  harbor, 
and  the  old  channel  was  to  be  enlarged  to  170  feet  wide  and  13  feet 
deep. 

All  the  works  now  existent  at  Dunkirk  have  been  built  according  to 
this  plan.  The  project  adopted  by  Congress  and  provided  for  by  the 
river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  consists  of  completing  the  break- 
water as  before  planned  by  the  addition  of  360  feet  to  its  eastern  end 
and  adding  the  channel  arm  560  feet  long,  and  in  addition  thereto 
dredging  an  entrance  channel  and  a  harbor  basin,  containing  in  all 
about  65  acres,  to  a  depth  at  mean  lake  level  suitable  for  vessels  draw- 
ing 16  feet. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  appropriated  $10,000  for 
the  work,  and  authorized  the  Secretary  of  War  to  enter  into  contract 
for  the  whole  work  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $398,258,  in  addition  to  the 
above  $10,000. 

The  total  amount  expended  on  the  harbor  to  June  30,  1897,  was 
$563,418.23.  At  that  date  the  works  consisted  of  an  unfinished  detached 
breakwater  1,991  feet  in  length,  a  part  of  the  2,300  foot  section  pro- 
vided by  the  project,  a  pier  1,410  feet  long,  exclusive  of  light-house  crib, 
and  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  13  feet  deep.  The  breakwater  and 
pier  consist  of  timber  work,  the  cribs  being  filled  with  stone  and  decked 
over. 

Contract  was  made  April  15, 1897,  for  the  work  authorized  by  the 
river  and  harbor  act  of  Jane  3, 1896,  consisting  of  the  excavation  of 
about  555,000  cubic  yards'  of  material,  of  which  about  475,000  cubic 
yards  is  mud,  sand,  gravel,  etc.,  and  80,000  cubic  yards  is  rock;  the 
replacement  of  680  linear  feet  of  the  decayed  superstructure  of  the  west 
pier  with  concrete;  the  building  of  a  timber  crib  structure  along  the 
eastern  edge  of  the  proposed  entrance  channel,  and  the  extensiim  of 
the  breakwater  310  feet  to  the  east,  to  consist  of  a  timber  and  stone 
foundation  surmounted  by  a  concrete  and  stone  superstructure;  all  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $321,386.85. 

A  supplemental  contract  was  made  August  11,  1897,  to  increase  the 
depth  of  the  channel  entrance  to  19  feet  and  of  the  basin  to  18  feet. 

A  second  supplemental  contract  was  made  January  26,  1898,  for 
replacing  defective  foundation  cribs  in  west  pier. 

All  these  contracts  were  extended  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  under 
date  of  June  22, 1898,  to  October  15, 1898. 

Under  the  above  contracts  the  excavation  of  the  channel  entrance  and 
harbor  basin  has  been  about  three-fourths  completed,  the  channel  arm 
has  been  completed,  and  the  breakwater  extension  and  west  pier  repairs 
are  now  in  progress. 
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The  commerce  of  Dankirk  by  water  is  very  limited  at  the  present 
time.  Daring  the  year  1^97  the  arrivals  and  departures  of  vessels  num- 
bered 197,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  14,745  tons.  The  receipts  by  lake 
were  25,498  tons,  and  there  were  no  shipments. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  of  the  arrivals  and  departures  and 
the  tonnage  of  vessels  arriving  and  departing  for  the  past  ten  years,  as 
compiled  from  the  Beports  of  th«  Chief  of  Engineers: 


Tear. 


1888 
1889 
)8l)0 
1891 
1892 


Arrlvala 

and  de- 

Tonnage. 

partures. 

32 

12, 302 

68 

17, 189 

100 

22.496 

96 

24,465 

68 

13,756 

Tear. 


1893 
1894 
1895 
1890 
1897 


Arrivals 
and  de- 
partures. 


68 

137 

69 

42 

197 


Tonnage. 


13,756 
19,168 
15,650 
12,160 
14,745 


The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried,  June  30, 1898,  at  mean  low- 
wat^r  level  over  the  shoalest  part  of  the  locality  under  improvement 
is  17  feet. 

Jaly  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $398,919.65 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 257, 100. 00 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 141,819.65 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities $500.00 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 129, 685. 40 

130, 185. 40 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 11,634.25 

(See  Appendix  N  N  2.) 

3.  Buffalo  Harbor^  New  York. — Buffalo  Creek  was  the  original  har- 
bor of  the  port  of  Buffalo.  In  its  original  condition  it  was  shallovr  and 
closed  by  a  gravel  bar  for  most  of  the  year.  The  original  project  for 
the  improvement  of  this  harbor  was  adopted  in  1826,  and  provided  at 
first  for  the  construction  of  piers  on  the  north  and  south  sides  of  Buf- 
falo Creek.  Subsequently  a  masonry  sea  wall,  running  south  from  the 
shore  end  of  the  south  ])ier,  was  proposed  and  built.  In  18(>8  a  detachi^d 
breakwater,  about 2,o00  feet  lakeward  from  the  lighthouse,  to  extend 
south  a  distance  of  4,000  feet,  was  proposed  and  adopted.  In  1874  it 
was  determined  to  extend  this  breakwater  to  a  total  length  of  7,600 
feet.  This  breakwater  now  has  its  full  proposed  length,  the  final 
extension  of  800  feet  having  been  built  in  1893.  It  runs  parallel  with 
the  shore  and  about  half  a  mile  distant  from  it.  In  1874  it  was  also 
proposed  to  build  a  shore  arm  to  the  breakwater,  the  inshore  end  to 
consist  of  pile  work  near  shore  and  crib  work  in  the  deeper  water. 
Upon  reaching  the  16-foot  contour  line  in  the  lake  this  shore  arm  was 
planned  to  continue  in  a  direction  making  an  angle  of  45  degrees  with 
the  shore  and  to  overlap  the  south  end  of  the  breakwater,  leaving  an 
opening  of  150  feet.  In  1886  a  proje<;t  was  approved  for  replacing  the 
superstructure  as  fast  as  it  became  badly  decayed  with  concrete.  To 
date,  3,879.13  feet  has  been  so  replaced. 

In  1895  a  new  project  was  adopted  for  the  improvement  of  Buffalo 
Harbor.  The  project  consists  of  the  abandonment  of  the  shore  arm 
and  the  extension  of  the  breakwater  from  its  ]>resent  southern  end  to 
Stony  Point.    The  report  of  the  Board  and  details  of  its  plans  are 
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pnblished  in  the  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1895,  page  3153, 
et  seq.  The  river  and  harbor  act  of  Jane  3, 1896,  added  to  the  project 
of  the  Board  of  Engineers  by  providing  for  the  construction  of  a  farther 
length  of  the  sand-catch  pier,  extending  it  to  the  establit$hed  pierhead 
line. 

The  project  now  in  force  for  the  improvement  of  Buffalo  Harbor  is: 

(1)  To  maintain  existing  structures,  making  the  requisite  minor 
repairs,  and  replacing  the  wooden  saperstructure  of  the  breakwater 
with  concrete  when  necessary. 

(2)  To  build  an  extension  of  the  breakwater  from  its  present  south- 
ern end  to  Stony  Point,  leaving  the  necessary  openings  for  the  con- 
venience of  commerce. 

(3)  To  extend  the  sand-catch  pier  to  the  established  pierhead  line. 
As  long  as  only  minor  repairs  are  needed,  the  cost  of  maintenance  of 

existing  structures  is  estimated  at  $2,000  per  year.  There  is  a  stretch 
of  1,015  feet  of  wooden  breakwater  lying  between  the  two  concreted 
portions  which  will  soon  require  to  have  its  superstructure  replaced 
with  concrete.  This  is  the  portion  which  gave  the  most  trouble  in 
building  and  where  the  foundation  and  superstructure  are  the  most  inse- 
cure. There  is  350  feet  of  timber  crib  at  the  outer  end  of  the  south  pier 
which  requires  repairing.  The  concrete  superstructure  of  the  break- 
water must  soon  be  built,  and  its  cost  is  estimated  at  $125  per  foot,  or 
for  the  1,015  feet,  $126,875.  Necessary  repairs  to  the  south  pier  it  is 
estimated  will  cost  $5,000.  Two  years  of  other  minor  repairs  will  cost 
$4,000. 

The  total  amount  expended  by  the  United  States  on  the  improvement 
of  BuflFalo  Harbor  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $2,722,733.15,  with  the  result 
of  obtaining  and  maintaining  a  very  good  harbor.  The  principal  fea- 
tures are  north  and  south  piers  at  the  mouth  of  Buffalo  Creek,  in  which 
most  of  the  business  of  the  port  is  done;  also  an  outer  breakwater 
7,608.6  feet  long,  built  of  timber  and  stone. 

A  sea  wall  5,4U0  feet  long  was  also  built  along  the  lake  shore  south 
of  the  harbor  entrance,  and  a  sand-catch  pier  of  piles  and  stone  870 
feet  long  built  out  from  the  shore. 

The  contractors  for  the  extension  of  the  breakwater  and  sand  catch 
pier  have  at  this  date  finished  the  sand  catch;  have  partially  built 
3,000  feet  of  rubble-mound  breakwater;  have  finished  780  linear  feet 
of  the  Stony  Point  section  of  the  timber-crib  breakwater,  and  partially 
finished  about  800  feet  additional. 

On  April  26, 1898,  a  supplemental  contract  was  made,  allowing  the 
contractors  to  procure  the  stone  from  Canada  which  they  had  contracted 
to  procure  from  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  the  United  States  to  recei\^e  a  rebate 
of  5  cents  per  ton  on  all  stone  so  procured. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  at  mean  low 
water  over  the  shoalest  part  of  the  locality  under  improvement  is  20 
feet. 

The  commerce  of  Buffalo  is  enormous.  During  the  year  the  arrivals 
and  departures  of  vessels  by  lake  and  river  aggregated  in  number 
10,778  and  in  tonnage  11,299,091. 

The  arrivals  and  departures  of  canal  boats  by  the  Erie  Canal  were 
9,218.  The  principal  receipts  by  lake  and  river  were  wheat,  corn,  flour, 
oats,  iron  ore,  lumber,  copper,  pig  iron,  glucose,  lard,  and  pork.  The 
total  receipts  amounted  to  8,062,151  tons. 

The  shipments  by  lake  were  principally  coal,  sugar,  salt,  and  cement, 
and  aggregated  2,686,053  tons. 
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Assuming  that  number  of  arrivals  of  canal  boats  equaled  the  num- 
ber of  clearances,  the  grand  total  of  the  commerce  of  Buffalo  carried 
on  by  lake,  river,  and  canal  for  the  season  of  1897  is  as  follows: 

Arrivals  and  departures  by  lake  and  river 10, 778 

Arrivals  and  departures  by  oanal 9,218 

Total  arrivals  and  departures 19,996 


Receipts  of  freight  by  lake  and  river tons. .  8, 062, 151 

Shipments  of  freight  by  lake  and  river do...  2,686,053 

Receipts  of  freight  by  canal do...  377,679 

Bhipments  of  freight  by  canal do...  830,285 

Total  shipments  and  receipts do...  11,956,168 

The  commerce  of  Buffalo  depends  almost  entirely  upon  the  work  of 
harbor  improvement  done  by  the  United  States. 

In  explanation  it  may  be  said  that  the  contract  for  the  work  has  been 
let  for  $1,765,450.63,  leaving  $434,549.37  for  engineering  expenses, 
superintendence,  office  expenses,  and  all  contingencies.  It  is  quite 
probable  that  the  work  will  be  completed  well  within  the  estimate,  but 
it  is  too  early  yet  to  say  so  positively  or  how  much  within  the  estimate, 
and  it  is  deemed  proper  to  leave  the  amount  required  tor  completion  of 
existing  project  as  given  below  until  the  work  is  further  advanced. 

CONSTRUCTION— NEW  WORK. 

Jnly  1, 1897, balance  unexpended $469,347.86 

Amount  appropriated  by  sundry  ciyil  act  approved  July  1, 1898 489, 746. 00 

959, 093. 86 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 153, 457. 07 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 805,636.79 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $500.00 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  continuous 

contracts 1,637,754.27 

1, 638, 254. 27 


^Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1, 229, 004. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 

{     30,1900 485,498.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

MAINTENANCE. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended 127,164.36 

July  1, 1«98,  balance  unexpended 127,164.36 


'Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 

30,1900 75,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Apj)endix  N  N  3.) 

4,  Tonawanda  ffarhor  and  Niagara  River ^  Netc  York, — In  its  original 
condition  the  navigation  of  Niagara  River  from  Lake  Erie  to  Tona- 
wanda was  obstructed  by  several  reefs  and  shoals  which  materially 
limited  the  draft  of  vessels  traversing  it;  the  water  in  the  harbor 
between  Tonawanda  Island  and  the  main  shore  was  shoal,  and  the  river 
in  some  places  had  a  very  swift  current. 

The  object  of  the  improvement  undertaken  is  to  provide  a  navigable 
channel  from  the  head  of  Niagara  Biver  at  Lake  Erie  to  tiie  north  line 
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of  the  village  of  North  Tonawanda,  aud  to  dredge  Tonawanda  Harbor 
to  a  depth  permitting  its  use  by  vessels  with  16toot  draft. 

The  adopted  project  of  1888  is  to  remove  obstractions  so  as  to  make 
a  channel  400  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep,  which  includes  work  at  the 
following  places: 

1.  On  the  Horseshoe  Beef  at  the  entrance  to  Niagara  Eiver. 

2.  On  the  shoal  at  the  head  of  Strawberry  Island. 

3.  At  a  few  shoal  places  abreast  of  the  lower  end  of  Rattlesnake 
Island. 

4.  The  full  width  of  the  river  between  Tonawanda  Island  and  the 
mainland  along  the  entire  front  of  Tonawanda. 

This  project  was  approved  in  1888. 

The  cost  of  the  work  estimated  in  1891  was  $1,152,987.93.  This  does 
not  include  the  work  necessary  between  Tonawanda  Island  and  the 
north  line  of  the  village  of  North  Tonawanda.  The  amount  expended 
on  the  general  project  up  to  June  30, 1897  was  $338,457.16. 

At  this  time  the  channel  t  hrough  the  Horseshoe  lieel  had  been  dredged 
to  a  depth  of  18  feet  for  a  width  of  180  feet. 

Tonawanda  Harbor  had  been  dredged  20  feet  wide  to  a  depth  of  18 
feet  along  nearly  all  the  length  of  the  Tonawanda  Island  front. 

The  commerce  of  Tonawanda  is  large.  During  the  year  1897  there 
were  entered  and  cleared  2,728  lake  craft,  with  a  tonnage  of  1,116,559 
tons.  The  receipts  were  principally  lumber,  iron  ore,  and  limestone, 
and  aggregated  1,240,867  tons.  The  shipments  from  Tonawanda  amount 
to  very  little. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  at  mean  low 
water  over  the  shoalest  part  of  the  locality  under  improvement  is  15  feet. 

The  following  table  gives  the  entrances  and  clearances  at  Tonawanda 
for  the  last  three  years: 


Ve«Mls  entered noinber.. 

VeaneU  cleared do.... 

Entering  veasele tons. . 

Clearing  vessels do.... 

Articles  received  by  lake  in  vessels,  rafts,  etc do 

Canal  dearancee number.. 

Shipmenta  by  Erie  Canal tons.. 

Lumber  sbipnienta  by  £rio  CaniU feet  B.  M.. 


1896. 


040 

051 
425. 105 
441,602 
894, 408 
2,120 
403,358 
195. 886, 000 


1896. 


1,811 

1,281 

466,207 

45r>.  000 

1, 015,  396 

2,062 

384,889 

185, 580, 352 


1897. 


1.355 

1,369 

557, 748 

55.3,786 

1, 240, 867 

2,735 

502,527 

218, 576. 701 


July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $11,543.84 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 11, 336. 21 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 


207.63 


{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 802, 987. 93 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  eudinfj:  Juno  30, 1900  100, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  N  N  4.) 

5.  Niagara  River  from  Tonawanda  to  Port  Day^  N,  Y, — Port  Day  is 
the  iulet  to  the  old  hydraulic  power  canal  at  Niagara  Falls.  It  is  not 
and  never  has  been  a  practical  port  of  commerce,  owin^  to  shallow 
water  and  its  proximity  to  the  rapids  at  the  head  of  Niagara  Falls. 

From  Port  Day  up,  the  river  in  front  of  the  city  of  Niagara  Falls  is 
very  shallow  and  with  rock  bed  until  Oonners  Island  is  reached. 
Between  Gonners  Island  and  the  main  shore  is  a  snug  little  harbor  of 
about  5  acres  with  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  river  stage  and  with  a 
maximum  depth  of  about  18  feet. 
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Above  the  head  of  the  island  there  was  a  shoal  with  a  least  depth  on 
it  of  7^  feet  at  mean  stage.  Above  this  shoal  very  good  water  existed 
until  Gayaga  Island  was  reached.  From  this  island  to  Tonawanda 
shoals  exist,  which  require  dredging  to  give  a  channel  of  12  feet  depth 
at  low-river  stage. 

The  original  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  portion  of  the 
^Niagara  Kiver  contemplated  the  formation  of  a  channel  300  feet  wide 
from  Tonawanda  down  to  Oonners  Island,  200  feet  wide  from  Gouners 
Island  to  Grass  Island,  and  increasing  from  200  to  400  feet  wide  from 
Grass  Island  to  Port  Day,  and  construction  of  an  embankment  with 
rock  excavated  from  the  channel,  extending  from  Gonners  Island  to 
Port  Day,  so  as  to  inclose  the  lower  end  of  the  channel.  A  channel  of 
12  feet  depth  was  proposed,  although  it  was  incidentally  estimated  that 
a  channel  of  8  feet  depth  should  be  first  provided,  which  could  be 
enlarged  as  an  increase  of  commerce  might  demand.  The  cost  of  the 
proposed  channel,  8  feet  deep  at  mean  lake  level  (6  feet  at  low  water), 
was  estimated  at  $257,829. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  approved  July  13,  1892,  appropriated 
$20,000  for  commencement  of  work  on  the  8foot  channel. 

By  act  of  Gongress  of  August  18,  1894,  provision  was  made  for 
"improving  Niagara  Eiver  from  Tonawanda  to  Port  Day,  with  a  view 
of  obtaining  a  channel  of  12  feet  depth  to  Schlossers  Dock." 

The  project  as  it  now  stands  is,  therefore,  to  provide  a  channel  12  feet 
in  depth  at  low  water  and  200  feet  in  width  from  Schlossers  Dock  back 
of  Gonners  Island  through  to  Tonawanda  by  the  American  channel  of 
the  Niagara  Biver.  This  project  is  recognized  by  the  river  and  harbor 
act  of  June  3, 1896. 

The  cost  of  completing  the  project  was  estimated  in  1892  to  be 
$230,000.  The  cost  of  the  work  was  reestimated  last  year  at  $180,000, 
and  it  is  now  determined  that  the  work  can  be  completed  for  much  less 
than  this  amount,  viz,  $50,000,  making  the  total  cost  of  the  work  con- 
templated by  the  project  $95,000. 

Up  to  June  30,  1897,  there  had  been  expended  on  the  project 
$28,936.55.  By  this  time  a  channel  12  feet  deep  at  mean  river  level 
and  200  feet  wide  was  completed  the  entire  length  of  the  Gonners 
Island  Shoal,  about  1,700  feet. 

On  June  21, 1897,  drilling  was  begun  on  Gayuga  Island  Shoal  under 
contract  and  continued  to  October  29, 1897,  when  work  was  stopped  on 
account  of  lack  of  funds.  The  season's  operations  resulted  in  securing 
a  channel  across  the  shoal  81  to  100  feet  wide  and  not  less  than  12  feet 
deep  at  mean  lake  level. 

The  commerce  involved  in  the  improvement  is  very  small.  During 
the  year  the  total  arrivals  and  departures  were  410,  all  of  which  w^ere 
small  excursion  boats.  Whatever  benefit  the  works  confer  wiU  be 
upon  future  commerce. 

The  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  at  mean  low 
water  over  the  shoalest  part  of  the  locality  under  improvement  is  \) 
feet. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended .-..  $16,063.45 

June  90, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 15, 452. 92 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 610.53 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 50, 000. 00 
Amountthat  can  be  profitably  expended  infiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    20, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sectious  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  i,  1897. 

{See  Appendix  K  K  6.) 
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6.  Wilson  Harbor  J  yew  York, — Wilson  Harbor  is  at  the  moath  of 
Twelve-mile  Creek,  a  small  stream  flowing  into  Lake  Ontario.  In  its 
original  coudition  there  was  a  depth  of  water  inside  the  month  sufficient 
for  ordinary-sized  lake  craft,  but  it  was  closed  by  a  bar  upon  which 
there  was  ordinarily  but  about  1  foot  of  water. 

The  present  project  was  submitted  in  1873,  and  proposed  to  extend 
piers  to  the  12-foot  curve  in  Lake  Ontario,  and  to  dredge  a  channel  12 
feet  deep  between  the  piers  and  from  the  shore  end  of  the  piers  to  deep 
water  in  the  creek. 

The  original  estimated  cost  of  the  work,  as  made  in  1873,  was  $90,000. 
This  was  increased  in  1877  to  $100,000. 

The  amount  expended  upon  the  project  to  June  30,  1897,  was 
•69,962.92.  Witik  this  money  there  had  been  built  two  piers  at  the 
harbor  entrance  and  a  shore  protection.  The  piers  are  prolongations 
of  piers  built  by  private  parties  in  1846.  At  present  the  west  pier  is 
832  feet  long  and  the  east  pier  850  feet  long.  There  is  also  a  shore 
protection  360  feet  long  for  the  east  pier. 

The  channel  was  dredged  in  1889  to  a  minimum  depth  of  about  9 
feet,  but  had  shoaled  since  that  time. 

During  the  year  1897  the  channel  was  dredged  80  feet  wide  to  its  full 
depth  of  12  feet  from  the  lake  to  the  docks  in  the  harbor,  and  minor 
repairs  were  made  on  the  piers. 

The  commerce  of  Wilson  by  water  is  very  small,  and  is  practically 
confined  to  a  few  excursion  boats,  which  come  mainly  from  Toronto. 

July  1, 1897|  balance  nnezpended ;. $16.09 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 16.09 

(Amount  (estimated)  leonired  for  completion  of  ezlBtinff  project 30. 000. 00 
Amountthatcan  be proiitably  expended  in  fiscal yearendingJnneSO,  1900    lOj  000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  reqniremente  of  flections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(Bee  Appendix  N  N  6.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  HARBORS  ON  LAKE  ONTARIO  EAST  OF  OAK  ORCHARD 
AND  OF  CERTAIN  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  NORTHERN  NEW  YORK. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  W.  S.  Stanton.  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers. Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  U.  S.  Yolnnteers, 
colonel,  Oorps  of  Engineers. 

i.  Harbor  at  Charlotte^  N,  Y. — ^This  harbor  is  in  the  Genesee  Eiver. 
In  its  original  condition  its  lower  5  miles  had  a  channel  depth  of  not 
less  than  18  feet)  but  across  the  bar  at  its  month  vessels  conld  carry 
only  8  feet. 

The  original  project  of  1829  was  to  obtain  a  channel  across  the  bar, 
about  one-half  mile,  12  feet  deep  at  low  water,  by  constructing  two 
piers  of  cribs  of  timber  ballasted  with  stones.  In  1883  the  depth  had 
been  increased  to  11  feet  by  the  expenditure  of  $71,161.05.  The  piers 
and  channel  having  deteriorated  between  1864  and  1871,  the  piers  were 
restored  and  the  depth  of  12  feet  at  extreme  low  water  obtained  by  the 
total  expenditure  of  $285,420.67,  which  in  1882  had  been  increased  by 
the  cost  of  maintenance  to  $312,098.32. 

In  1882  (estimate  printed  in  Annual  Beport  of  Chief  of  Engineers 
for  1881,  p.  2437)  the  project  was  increased  to  obtain  the  depth  of  15 
feet  by  extending  the  two  piers  a  total  of  3,250  linear  feet  and  by 
dredging,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $154,000. 

In  1896,  the  piers  having  been  extended  a  total  of  1,444  feet,  the  proj- 
ect was  amended  to  preserve  the  depth  by  dredging  without  further 
extension  of  the  piers,  at  least  for  the  present,  and  in  1897  it  was 
altered  to  obtain  a  depth  of  16  feet  at  extreme  low  watet. 
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The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $511,922.21.  At  that 
date  the  depth  in  the  channel  across  the  bar  between  the  piers  and  in 
advance  of  them  was  14  feet  at  extreme  low  water. 

With  the  amonnt  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1898,  49,973.4  cubic  yards  of  mud,  silt,  and  sand  was  removt^. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $9,406. 19 

Jane  30, 1898,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 8, 931. 64 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 474.55 


'  Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

11)00,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 7,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  18G6  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  lb97. 

(See  Appendix  O  O  1.) 

2,  Earbor  at  Great  8odm  Bay^  New  YorJc. — In  its  original  condition 
the  channel  connecting  this  bay  with  Lake  Ontario  was  wide  and 
impracticable  for  vessels  drawing  more  than  8  feet. 

The  original  project  was  to  build  a  breakwater  along  the  narrow 
beach,  or  in  the  shallow  water  between  the  bay  and  Lake  Ontario,  and 
to  deepen  the  entrance  channel  to  12  feet  at  low  water  by  building  2 
parallel  jetties  and  by  dredging. 

In  1882,  when  $361,771.80  had  been  expended,  the  project  was 
increased  to  obtain  the  depth  of  15  feet  at  low  water  (zero  of  Oswego 
gauge)  by  extending  the  jetties  a  total  of  1,100  linear  feet,  and  by 
dredging,  at  an  estimated  further  cost  of  $100,000.  (Bex)ort  for  1881, 
page  2442.) 

In  1896,  the  jetties  having  been  extended  539  linear  feet  since  1882, 
the  project  was  altered 'to  obtain  and  preserve  the  depth  by  dredging 
without  further  extension  of  the  jetties  into  the  lake,  at  least  for  the 
present. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $471,001.13.  At  that 
date  the  controlling  depth  in  the  channel  was  15  feet  at  low  water. 

With  the  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1898,  a  shoal  of  hardpan  has  been  removed  from  the  entrance  to  the 
channel. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $4,645.67 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3, 217.  47 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 1,428.20 

July  1,  1898,  outtttauding  liabilitiea 332.53 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,095.67 


Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 14, 000. 00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  O  O  2.) 

3,  Harbor  at  Little  8odm  Bay,  New  TorJc. — In  its  original  condition 
the  channel  connecting  this  bay  with  the  lake  was  about  150  feet  wide 
and  18  inches  deep. 

The  original  project  of  1854  was  to  deepen  the  channel  by  building 
two  parallel  piers  across  the  bar  to  the  15-foot  curve  in  the  lake,  and 
to  connect  them  with  the  shore  by  riprap. 

In  1807  the  project  was  enlarged  to  dredge  to  the  depth  of  12  feet. 

In  1882,  when  $232,725.37  had  been  expended,  the  project  was  again 
increased  to  obtain  the  depth  of  15  feet  by  building  the  j)iers  to  the 
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15  foot  carve  in  the  lake  and  by  dredging,  at  an  estimated  fnrther  cost 
of  t«S0,0U0.    (Report  for  1882,  page  2449.) 

The  amonut  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $323,779.40.  At  that 
date  the  controlling  depth  in  the  channel  was  15  feet,  zero  of  the 
Oswego  gaage. 

With  the  amount  expended  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 
1898,  3,800  cubic  yards  of  sand  and  silt  was  removed. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $9,162.37 

June  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 5, 407. 83 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 3,754.54 

July  1, 1898,  outetanding  liabilities $447.84 

Jnly  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 1, 850. 00 

2,297.84 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance ayailable 1,456.70 

(Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1900,  for  maintenance  of  improvement 5,500.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  O  O  3.) 

4,  Harbor  at  Oswegoj  N.  Y. — In  its  original  condition  this  harbor, 
within  the  month  of  the  Oswego  River,  which  coald  be  entered  only  by 
vessels  of  light  draft,  and  in  a  cove  at  the  mouth  formed  by  the  reced- 
ing shores  of  the  lake,  had  no  protection  against  the  seas  from  Lake 
Ontario. 

The  original  project  of  1827  was  to  build  across  the  cove  a  break- 
water of  timber  cribs  filled  with  stones,  and  in  1829  it  was  completed, 
2,150  feet  long,  at  a  cost  of,  approximately,  $43,000. 

Between  1830  and  1838  500  feet  of  masonry  superstructure  was  built. 

Between  1806  and  1869  $41,000  was  expended  in  dredging  the  harbor 
to  the  depth  of  12  feet  at  extreme  low  water. 

Between  1868  and  1870  the  light-house  pier  was  extended  northerly 
437  feet. 

An  outer  breakwater  5,800  feet  long,  west  of  the  Oswego  Biver,  was 
completed  in  1881. 

In  1881  (act  of  March  3  and  Beport  for  1881,  p.  2448)  a  project  was 
adopted  to  build  an  east  breakwater  2,700  feet  long  and  to  dredge  the 
entrance  to  the  harbor  to  the  depth  of  15  feet  at  low  water,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $540,000;  248  feet  was  constructed  in  1881  and  removed 
in  1889. 

Two  spurs,  exterior  and  at  right  angles  to  the  outer  breakwater,  to 
diminish  the  waves  that  sweep  across  the  entrance,  were  completed,  100 
feet  and  150  feet  long,  in  1885  and  1894. 

In  1893  (sundry  civil  act  of  March  3)  the  excavation  of  rock  in  the 
river  was  added  to  the  project,  and  a  further  appropriation  was  made 
for  this  purpose  in  1894. 

In  1896  the  project  also  provided  for  narrowing  the  opening  made  in 
the  outer  breakwater  by  a  storm  in  1884  and  for  continuing  the  removal 
of  rock  from  the  Oswego  Biver. 

A  special  report  made  by  Major  Kingman  under  date  of  June  8, 1895, 
presents  a  project  for  bfiilding  an  east  breakwater  1,435  feet  long,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $197,000. 

The  amount  expended  upon  this  improvement  to  June  30, 1897,  was 
$1,866,038.25. 

At  that  date  there  were  6,720  feet  of  outer  breakwater,  spurs,  and 
pier  extension,  and  2,795  feet  of  inner  breakwater,  making  9,515  feet 

JOSiQt  98—^ 
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of  breakwater  intact,  forming  an  oater  harbor  containing  80  acres 
where  the  depth  is  not  less  than  12  feet,  of  which  there  are  34  acres 
where  tbe  depth  is  not  less  than  15  feet  at  low  water,  and  an  inner  har- 
bor of  9^  acres,  with  a  depth  not  less  than  10  feet  at  low  water. 

In  the  Oswego  Eiver  above  the  two  islands  the  area  15  feet  deep  at 
low  water  had  been  enlarged  by  rock  excavation  to  3|  acres. 

With  the  amount  expended  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1898, 976  cubic  yards  of  rock  was  excavated  to  the  depth  of  16  feet  at  low 
water  in  removing  a  shoal  at  the  entrance  to  the  Oswego  Eiver :  14,320.1 
cubic  yards  of  sand  and  gravel  was  dredged  from  the  easterly  side  of 
the  easterly  shore  return  of  the  outer  breakwater  and  in  the  outer  har- 
bor along  the  outer  breakwater;  three  small  breaches  in  the  outer  wall 
of  the  outer  breakwater  under  water  were  closed;  five  corners  of  cribs 
on  the  lake  face  of  the  breakwater  where  the  front  and  tie  wMb  had 
separated  were  secured;  the  entire  lake  face  of  the  breakwater  was 
examined  by  a  diver  to  search  for  and  stop  small  breaches;  35  feet  of 
the  inner  breakwater  adjoining  the  light-house  pier  was  rebuilt  above 
the  low- water  line;  three  cast-iron  mooring  posts  were  purchased  and 
secured  on  the  easterly  shore  return  of  the  outer  breakwater,  and 
minor  repairs  were  made  to  both  decks  of  the  outer  breakwater  by  the 
renewal  of  plank. 

July  1^  1897,  balance  unexpended $36,574.62 

June  30, 1^,  amount  expended  during  fisoal  year 16,096.60 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 20,478.02 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 2, 148. 00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available .'. 18,330.02 


{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fisoal  vear  ending  June  30, 1900    50, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  complianoo  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  O  O  4.) 

5.  Harbor  at  Sacketts  Harbor y  N.  F.— In  its  original  condition  the  use 
of  this  harbor  was  restricted  to  vessels  drawing  6  to  9  feet  of  water. 

The  project  of  1882  was  to  deepen  it  to  12  feet  by  dredging.  In  1884 
the  project  was  extended  to  include  building  a  crib  of  timber,  ballasted 
with  stone,  on  the  shoal  in  the  harbor,  and  to  connect  it  with  the  end 
of  Shiphouse  Point  by  a  brush  and  stone  dike,  and  in  1896  to  include 
building  two  groins  of  stone  to  protect  the  point  from  erosion. 

To  June  30, 1897,  tl6,418.29  had  been  expended.  At  that  date  the 
crib  and  the  brush  dike  had  been  constructed,  and  about  5  acres  had 
been  dredged  to  the  depth  of  12  feet^  but  had  shoaled,  diminishing  the 
depth  to  10  and  11  feet,  and  two  groins  of  stone  had  been  built. 

With  the  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1898,  an  area  of  about  5  acres  in  the  harbor,  which  had  shoal^  to  about 
10  feet,  was  redredged  to  12  feet,  completing  the  project. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $3,581.71 

June  SO,  18&,  amount  expended  during  fisoal  year 3, 58L  71 

(See  Appendix  O  O  5.) 

6.  Harbor  at  Cape  Vincent^  N.  T. — ^This  is  a  new  work.  Oape  Vin- 
cent is  in  the  St.  Lawrence  Biver,  2^  miles  from  Lake  Ontario,  and 
above  a  channel  difficult  to  navigate  at  night.  Vessels  bound  up  the 
lake  lie  there  when  weather-bound  or  when  bound  down  the  river  at 
night  or  in  thick  weather. 
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The  project,  for  which  t25,000  was  appropriated  by  the  act  of  J  one 
3, 1896,  without  previous  survey,  is  to  build  a  breakwater  parallel  to 
and  600  feet  from  the  railroad  wharf,  1,600  feet  long,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  t320,000. 

A  survey  made  in  1896  showed  that  a  foundation  can  be  obtained  at 
materially  less  depth  and  a  breakwater  built  at  less  cost  parallel  to  and 
500  feet  from  the  railroad  wharf,  but  until  Congress  has  taken  action 
upon  such  modified  project,  which  was  presented  in  Appendix  N  !N  7 
of  the  Keport  for  1897,  it  is  not  considered  permissible  to  commence 
work  at  the  new  location. 

From  a  final  examination  of  the  foundation  in  May,  1897,  it  is  esti- 
mated that  a  breakwater  of  timber  cribs,  ballasted  with  stone  upon  a 
rubble  foundation,  can  be  built  at  a  cost  of  t200,000. 

To  June  30, 1897,  t223  had  been  expended  upon  the  examination  and 
survey  of  the  site. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  imezx>ended $24,777.00 

Jnne  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  during  fisoal  year 24. 29 

July  1^1898,  balance  unexpended 24,752.71 

{Amount  ^estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 295, 000. 00 
Am  oun t  tnat  can  be  profitably  exx>ended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  Jnne  30, 1900    75, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  O  O  6.) 

7.  8hoah  between  Sister  Islands  and  Crossover  Light,  and  between 
Ogdensburg  and  the  foot  of  Lake  Ontario^  8t.  Lawrence  River, — ^Ih  its 
original  condition  the  channel  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  for  11  miles,  extend- 
ing from  Sister  Islands  Light  down  to  the  head  of  Brockville  Narrows, 
15  miles  above  Ogdensburg,  was  obstructed  by  12  shoals  (ledges)  in  the 
track  of  vessels,  on  which  the  depth  was  9^  to  16  feet  at  low  water. 

The  original  project,  act  of  September  19, 1890,  was  to  remove  to 
18  feet  below  the  zero  of  the  Ogdensburg  gauge  Blind  Bay,  Dark 
Island,  and  Haskell  ledges,  between  Sister  Islands  and  Crossover 
Light,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  t43,305. 

in  1893  the  project  was  amended  to  include  the  removal  of  outlying 
spurs  of  Haskell  Shoal,  increasing  the  cost  of  the  project  to  $54,772. 

The  acts  of  August  18, 1894,  and  June  3, 1896,  authorized  expendi- 
ture for  improving  shoals  in  the  St.  Lawrence  between  Ogdensburg  and 
the  foot  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  on  October  25,  1894,  the  project  was 
extended  to  include  the  removal  of  certain  smaller  shoals. 

The  removal  of  Dark  Island  Shoal  and  Blind  Bay  Shoal  to  a  depth 
1.4  feet  greater — i.  e.,  to  18  feet  below  the  zero  of  the  Oswego  gauge — 
was  included  in  the  improvement  April  13, 1897. 

To  June  30, 1897,  $21,085.77  had  been  expended.  With  the  amount 
expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  Dark  Island 
Shoal  and  Blind  Bay  Shoal  have  been  deepened  to  18  feet  below  the 
zero  of  the  Oswego  gauge  by  the  removal  of  3,562  cubic  yards  of  rock. 

Jnlyly  1897,  balance  unexpended $26,914.23 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  flBcal  year 26,666.73 

July  1, 1896,  balance  unexpended 247.50 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 60, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  beprofitabl^  expended  in  fiscal  vear  endme  June  30, 1900    20, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  ox  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  O  O  7.) 
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6.  Harbor  at  Ogdensburg^  N.  Y. — This  improvement  is  to  deepen  a  chan- 
nel 1§  miles  in  length  close  along  the  front  of  Ogdensborg,  on  the  St. 
Lawrence  and  Oswegatchie  rivers,  and  three  channels  to  give  access  to 
it  across  the  shoal  that  separates  it  from  the  main  channel  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  one  leading  to  the  month  of  the  Oswegatchie  and  two  a  mile 
below  it. 

In  their  original  condition  in  1868  the  depth  at  low  water  was  9^  to 
10  feet  in  the  old  harbor  in  the  Oswegatchie,  8^  to  12  feet  close  to  the 
wharves  a  mile  below,  6  feet  in  the  channel  along  the  city  front  con- 
necting those  localities,  9  feet  in  the  channel  leading  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Oswegatchie,  and  10  to  12  feet  where  the  two  lower  entrance  chan- 
nels have  been  dredged. 

The  project  of  1868  was  to  dredge  to  the  depth  of  12  feet  at  the  low- 
est stage  of  water:  (1)  The  channel  of  the  Oswegatchie  Eiver  below 
the  bridge  between  the  wharf  lines;  (2)  at  the  wharves  a  mile  below; 
(3)  a  channel  150  feet  wide  along  the  city  front  connecting  those  locali- 
ties; and  (4)  a  channel  300  feet  wide  across  the  shoal  between  the  chan- 
nel of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Oswegatchie,  and  to  build,  if  necessary, 
5,500  linear  feet  of  pile-protecting  piers,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $100,000. 
(Eeport  for  1868,  p.  271.)  This  project  was  completed  in  1896  by  dredg- 
ing, and  without  piers. 

The  project  of  1882  provided  for  dredging  the  channel  across  the 
shoal  to  the  mouth  of  the  Oswegatchie  to  16  feet^  and  all  the  other  chan- 
nels to  15  feet,  at  extreme  low  water,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  t76.000, 
(Report  for  1882,  p.  2461,  and  act  of  August  2, 1882.)  Because  of  the 
quantity  of  hardpan  met  with ,  the  estimate  for  this  project  was  increased 
to  $108,000.    (Report  for  1885,  p.  2295.) 

In  1890  the  project  provided  for  dredging  all  the  channels  to  the 
depth  of  16^  feet  below  the  zero  of  the  Ogdensburg  gauge  (15  feet 
below  the  zero  of  the  Oswego  gauge).  (Report  for  1890,  p.  2872.)  The 
project  was  extended  February  27, 1897,  to  dredge  to  a  depth  1  foot 
greater,  i.  e.,  to  16  feet  below  the  zero  of  the  Oswego  gauge — 17  feet  at 
ordinary  low  water — ^the  two  lower  entrance  channels  and  adjacent 
parts  of  the  wharf  channel  without  exceeding  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
project  of  1890. 

To  June  30, 1897,  the  amount  expended  was  $264,243.40.  At  that 
date  the  controlling  depth  at  low  water  (zero  of  Oswego  gauge)  was: 
In  the  channel  leading  to  the  Oswegatchie,  Hi  feet ;  in  the  Oswegatchie, 
15  feet;  in  the  channel  along  the  city  front,  oetween  the  Oswegatchie 
and  the  lower  harbor,  12  feet;  in  the  lower  harbor  and  in  its  two 
entrance  channels,  14  feet. 

With  the  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1898, 107,621  cubic  yards  of  sand,  silt,  and  mud,  with  some  hardpan  and 
bowlders,  was  removed* 

July  ly  1897,  balance  unexpended $18,112.16 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 17, 963. 34 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended • 148.82 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 37, 944. 44 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  JuneSO,  1900    20, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oivil  aot  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  O  O  8.) 
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EXAMINATION  OF  RESERVOIR  SITES  IN  WYOMING  AND  COLORADO,  MADE 
IN  COBiPLIANCE  WITH  RIVER  AND  HARBOR  ACT  OP  JUNE  3,  1896. 

The  examination  of  reservoir  sites  in  Wyoming  and  Colorado  was 
made  by  Lieat.  Col.  Hiram  M.  Chittenden,  IT.  S.  Volunteers,  captain, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  and  report,  dated  November  6, 1897,  submitted,  in 
accordance  with  a  provision  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896, 
as  follows: 

For  the  examination  of  sites,  and  report  npon  the  practicability  and  desirability 
of  constmotiDg  reservoirs,  and  other  hydraalic  works  necessary  for  the  storage  aod 
utilization  of  water,  to  prevent  floods  and  overflows,  erosion  of  river  banEs  and 
breaks  of  levees,  and  to  reenforce  the  flow  of  streams  dnring  drought  and  low- water 
seasons,  at  least  one  site  each  in  the  States  of  Wyoming  and  Colorado. 

Colonel  Chittenden  entered  upon  this  duty  with  zeal  and  with  more 
than  ordinary  personal  interest,  and  his  very  admirable  report  shows 
deep  research  and  a  close  study  of  the  subject  in  hand,  involving  the 
examination  of  a  vast  amount  of  data  and  of  territory  of  wide  extent. 
This  paper  is  accompanied  by  13  maps  and  diagrams  and  26  photographs. 

Colonel  Chittenden's  report  was  transmitted  to  this  office  by  Lieut. 
Col.  Amos  Stickney,  Corps  of  Engineers,  who  has  had  large  experience 
in  connection  with  Western  rivers,  and  attention  is  invited  to  his  remarks 
touching  the  construction  of  these  reservoirs. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc 
No.  141,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  P  P.) 

SUBVET  MADE   IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH   RIVEB  AND   HABBOB  ACT  OF 

JUNE  3,  1896. 

The  survey  of  Shag  BookSy  Arch  Rocky  Blossom  BocJcj  Two  Mission 
BockSy  and  Anita  Rocky  San  Frandsoo  Harbor y  Oalifomiay  was  made  by 
Ool.  Chas.  B.  Sutor,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  report  thereon  submitted 
October  13, 1897.    The  estimated  cost  of  removal  is  as  follows: 

Anita  Book,  to  depth  of  SO  feet  below  mean  low  water $253, 080 

Arch  Bock,  to  depth  of  80  feet  below  mean  low  water 608, 040 

8hae  Bocks : 

rfo.  ly  to  depth  of  80  feet  below  mean  low  water 76,000 

No.  2,  to  depth  of  80  feet  below  mean  low  water 59, 580 

Blossom  Kock,  to  depth  of  30  feet  below  mean  low  water 92, 600 

Two  Mission  Bocks : 

Mission  Bay  Bock,  to  depth  of  26  feet  below  mean  low  water 112, 000 

Sonoma  Book,  to  depth  of  25  feet  below  mean  low  water 10, 000 

Total 1,106,300 

Colonel  Suter  states  that — 

If  this  work,  or  any  part  of  it,  shonld  be  undertaken,  it  would  nndonbtedly  be 
necessary  to  make  contracts  for  the  entire  completion  of  each  rock  by  itself.  The 
amount  to  be  appropriated  at  any  one  time  shonld  therefore  be  the  entire  estimate 
for  at  least  one  of  these  rocks. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No.  106,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  Q  Q.) 

mPBOVEMENT  OF  BIYEBS  AND  HABBOBS  IN  CAUFOBNIA  SOUTH  OP 

SAN  FBANGISCO. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  Chas.  B.  L.  B.  Davis,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  having  under  his  immediate  orders  Lieut.  Herbert  Dea- 
kyne,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  January  10,  1898,  and  Capt.  James  J. 
Meyler,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  July  3,  1897.  Division  Engineer, 
OoL  Chas.  B.  Suter,  Corps  of  Engineers. 
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i.  San  Diego  Harhor,  Oalifornia. — San  Diego  Harbor  is  jast  to  the 
northward  of  the  national  boundary  of  Mexico  and  482  nautical  miles 
to  the  southward  of  San  Francisco. 

Before  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  the  work  carried  on  had 
for  its  object  the  preservation  of  the  harbor,  which  was  being  injured 
by  the  deposit  of  material  brought  down  the  San  Diego  River  during 
flood  stages,  and  for  this  purpose  a  dike  was  built  across  the  mouth  of 
the  river  and  a  new  channel  excavated,  causing  the  river  to  empty  into 
False  Bay.    This  work  was  completed  in  1876  at  a  cost  of  t79,798.72. 

The  present  project  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor,  approved 
December  8  and  30, 1890,  has  for  its  object  the  construction  of  a  jetty 
on  Znninga  Shoal  at  the  entrance  to  the  harbor,  the  maintaining  of  a 
channel  24  feet  deep  at  mean  low  tide  and  500  feet  wide  through  the 
middle  ground,  and  the  repairs  of  the  dike.  The  jetty  was  to  be  about 
7,500  feet  long,  extending  firom  Ooronado  Island  out  on  Zuninga  Shoal 
with  a  view  to  gaining  26  feet  at  mean  low  tide  on  the  outer  bar,  where 
the  survey  of  1887  showed  a  depth  of  21  feet.  The  estimated  cost  of 
this  improvement  was  $394,400. 

The  amount  expended  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1897,  was  $289,715.10,  and  the  jetty  had  been  carried  a  distance  of 
2,464  feet  seaward  up  to  high  water  and  a  foundation  course  of  brush 
and  stone  891  feet  farther.    The  depth  of  21  feet  has  been  maintained. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  no  work  was  done  on 
this  improvement,  as  the  contract  for  repairing  the  dike  across  the 
mouth  of  the  old  river,  to  divert  its  waters  into  False  Bay,  and  the  con- 
tract for  extending  the  jetty  were  both  completed  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1897. 

Jaly  1,1897,  balance  unexpeDded $2,794.90 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 26. 25 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2,758.65 


< 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 184, 400. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  J  uneSO,  1900    80, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  i,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  E  E  1.) 

2.  Deep-water  harbor  at  San  Pedro  Bay^  California. — ^The  river  and 
harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a  Board  to 
determine  upon  the  location  of  a  deep-water  harbor  for  commerce  and 
refuge  in  Santa  Monica  Bay,  California,  or  at  San  Pedro,  in  the  same 
State,  the  decision  of  a  majority  of  the  Board  as  to  location  to  be  final. 
The  Board  was  to  make  plans,  specifications,  and  estimates  for  said 
improvement.  After  the  Board  had  rendered  its  decision  and  submitted 
its  report  the  Secretary  of  War  was  empowered  to  make  contracts  for 
the  completion  of  the  selected  harbor  in  accordance  with  the  project  of 
the  Board  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  t2,900,000. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  a  Board  was  appointed, 
which  submitted  its  report  March  1,  1897,  deciding  in  favor  of  San 
Pedro  Bay.  The  report  of  the  Board  is  printed  in  Senate  Doc.  No.  18, 
Fifty- fifth  Congress,  first  session. 

Bids  were  solicitea  by  public  advertisement  dated  December  10, 1897, 
and  opened  February  10,  1898,  seventeen  bids  in  all  being  received, 
ranging  from  $1,303,198.64  to  $4,695,616.  The  bids,  with  an  abstract, 
were  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  with  his  approval,  datea 
July  19, 1898,  the  proposal  of  Messrs.  Heldmaier  &  Neu  was  accepted 
and  contract  for  the  work  was  awarded  them,  the  breakwater  to  be 
constructed  under  their  bid  at  a  coat,  ot  %1,^0S,198M. 
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The  Sam  of  $400,000  was  appropriated  for  this  work  by  the  snndry 
civil  act  approved  July  1, 1898. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpeDded *$14,144.66 

Amomit  appropriated  by  sandry  civil  act  approved  July  1, 1896 400, 000. 00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 414,144.06 

July  1, 1898,  oatatanding liabilities 177.27 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available 413,967.89 

{Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  endinff  Jnne  80, 1900  400, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  E  B  2.) 

3.  Wilmington  HarboTy  California. — Wilmington  is  situated  at  the 
head  of  a  small  estaary,  which  has  its  outlet  in  the  bay  of  San  Pedro, 
and  is  393  nautical  miles  to  the  southward  of  San  Francisco. 

Previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  improvement,  in  1871,  there  was 
a  depth  of  less  than  2  feet  of  water  at  low  tide  at  the  entrance. 

The  original  project,  approved  July  1, 1871,  contemplated  gaining  a 
depth  of  10  feet  at  mean  low  tide  by  constructing  6,700  linear  feet  of 
breakwater  of  sheet  piling  and  crib  work  filled  with  stone,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  t400,000,  but,  owing  to  the  destruction  of  part  of  the 
Btnicture  by  storms  and  other  causes,  the  total  cost  of  this  project  was 
increased  to  $555,000. 

In  1881  a  fiirther  project  to  increase  depth  of  channel  fix>m  10  to  15 
feet  at  mean  low  tide  by  dredging  a  reef  and  between  the  jetties,  rais- 
ing existing  works,  and  extending  the  jetties  to  18  feet  of  water  in  San 
P^ro  Bay,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $291,766,  was  submitted.  But  on 
account  of  smallness  of  appropriations  and  consequent  delay  in  prose- 
cuting the  work — preventing  proper  control  over  currents  and  other 
physical  conditions — this  amount  was  found  to  be  inadequate,  and  in 
1886  was  increased  to  $400,000. 

In  1894  a  project  was  submitted  by  the  local  officer  in  charge  for  a 
channel  18  Sfeet  deep  at  mean  low  tide,  which  would  permit  drafts  of  22 
to  24  feet  at  high  tide,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $392,725,  and,  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  the  United  States  Senate,  the  Chief  of  Engineers 
submitted  this  report  on  February  7, 1895.  The  river  and  harbor  act  of 
Jane  3, 1896,  appropriated  $50,000  for  improving  the  harbor  in  accord* 
ance  with  this  plan,  but  with  certain  provisos  regarding  expenditures. 

Up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  the  amount 
expended  on  this  improvement  was  $952,853.43,  though  no  work  has 
been  done  since  1894. 

By  this  expenditure  the  available  channel  depth  had  been  increased 
from  2  feet  to  14.5  feet  at  mean  low  tide,  and  as  the  high  tides  average 
nearly  6  feet,  vesisels  drawing  over  20  feet  could  make  the  entrance. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  provided  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Board  to  decide  whether  a  harbor  of  refuge  should  be  estab- 
lished at  Santa  Monica  or  San  Pedro  (outer  harbor  of  Wilmington), 
with  the  condition  that  if  San  Pedro  was  chosen  existing  appropria- 
tions for  the  Wilmington  Harbor  should  not  be  expended.  The  Board 
having  selected  San  Pedro,  the  expenditure  of  existing  appropriations  * 
is  prohibited,  and  without  further  action  of  Congress  me  presenting  of 
an  estimate  for  the  additional  sum  required  for  the  completion  of  the 
improvement  of  this  harbor  is  not  permissible. 

*  The  Temainder  of  the  appropriation  of  $50,000,  made  by  the  river  and  harbor  act 
of  June  3,  1896,  for  deep-water  harbor  at  Santa  Monica  Bay  or  San  Pedro  Ba^^  C«Ai- 
fomia^  was  expended  by  the  Board  provided  by  said  aot. 
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July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $52,146.67 

Jane  30,  18^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 685.57 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 51,461.00 

July  1, 1898,  outetanding  liabilities 40.00 

Joly  1,  1898,  balauce  available 5L42L00 

(See  Appendix  E  B  3.) 

4.  San  Luis  Obispo  Harbor ^  (7aZ{/bmia.-^an  Lnis  Obispo  Harbor  is 
9  miles  to  the  sontbward  and  westward  of  tbe  town  of  San  LuIb  Obispo, 
216  naatical  miles  from  San  Francisco. 

It  is  a  bi^ht  of  the  coast  abont  18  miles  long  between  Point  San  Lais 
on  the  north  and  Point  Sal  on  the  south.  The  upper  end,  where  Port 
Harford  is  situated,  has  a  wharf,  and  is  the  part  used  for  commercial 
purposes.  Whaler  Beef,  extending  nearly  half  a  mile  to  the  southward 
and  eastward  of  Point  San  Luis,  forms  more  or  less  of  a  natural  break- 
water, but  during  the  winter  season  it  is  exposed  to  the  heavy  swell 
caused  by  southerly  gales. 

The  original  project,  approved  September  22, 1888,  was  to  construct 
a  breakwater  of  rough  stone  on  Whaler  Beef,  extending  from  Point 
San  Luis  to  Whaler  Island  and  thence  to  a  point  where  the  outer  reef 
rises  above  high  water.  Its  length  when  completed,  including  the 
island,  was  to  be  nearly  2,000  feet,  and  it  was  to  be  brought  up  to  the 
plane  of  mean  low  water.  The  estimated  cost  was  $284,989.  This 
project  was  subsequently  modified  January  17, 1893,  so  as  to  raise  the 
structure  up  to  a  height  of  6  feet  above  high  waiter,  with  a  thickness 
on  top  of  20  feet  and  such  side  slopes  as  may  be  assumed  under  the 
action  of  the  sea,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $508,660. 

The  amount  expended  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1897,  was  $122,619.85. 

On  the  above-mentioned  date  the  breakwater  had  been  extended 
out  700  feet  from  Whaler  Island,  of  which  distance  510  feet  had  been 
brought  up  to  a  height  of  6  feet  above  high  water,  40  feet  to  high 
water,  and  150  feet  to  mean  low  water.  This  makes  the  total  leugth  of 
breakwater,  including  the  island,  1,281  feet,  leaving  700  feet  yet  to 
complete  the  breakwater. 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  the  breakwater  was 
extended  130  feet,  90  feet  of  which  has  been  brought  up  to  a  height  of 
4  feet  above  high  water  and  40  feet  to  mean  low  water. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $52,380.15 

June  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 48, 845. 28 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 3,634787 

'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 393,660.00 

I  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne30, 1900    70, 000. 00 
I  Submitted  in  compliance  with  reauirements  oi  sections  2  of  river  and 
,    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  ana  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  B  B  4.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  OAKLAND  HARBOR,  OF  SAN  JOAQUIN  AND  SACRA- 
MENTO  RIVERS  AND  TRIBUTARIES,  CALIFORNIA,  AND  OF  RIVERS 
AND  HARBORS  IN  CALIFORNIA  NORTH  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Gapt.  Oassins  E.  Oillette,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  to  July  7, 1897,  having  under  his  immediate  orders  Oapt. 
James  J.  Meyler,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  July  3, 1897;  in  the  temporary 
charge  of  Maj.  Chas.  E.  L.  B  .Davis,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  July  7 
to  October  18, 1897,  and  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  W.  H.  Heaer,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  since  October  18, 1897,  with  Lieut.  Meriwether  L.  Walker, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  under  his  immediate  orders  from  May  4  to  14, 1898. 
Division  Engineer,  CoL  Chas.  B.  Suter,  Corps  of  Engineers. 
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1.  Oakland  HarboTj  Califomia. — [This  work  was  in  charge  of  Ool« 
Chas.  B.  Sater,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  ^November  16, 1897.1  The  prin- 
cipal features  of  this  improvement  as  originally  projected  are  (1)  two 
mid-tide  training  walls  of  rnbblestone  extended  from  the  shore  west- 
ward into  San  Francisco  Bay  about  2  miles;  (2)  a  connection  by  a  canal 
1^  miles  in  length  with  the  estuary  of  San  Leandro;  (3)  a  dam  at  the 
mouth  of  this  estuary;  (4)  dredging  of  basins  and  channels  to  give  a 
depth  of  22  feet  at  low  water,  which,  at  high  tide,  will  accommodate 
vessels  of  the  largest  class. 

Two  modifications  of  the  original  project  have  been  adopted,  namely, 
to  increase  the  width  of  tidal  canal  from  300  to  400  feet  and  to  raise. 
the  crest  of  jetties  from  half  tide  to  full  high  water.    In  the  original 
condition  of  the  entrance  the  low-water  channel  depth  was  about  2 
feet«  admitting  at  time  of  high  tide  vessels  drawing  6  to  8  feet  of  water. 

The  total  amount  appropriated  for  improving  harbor  at  Oakland- 
Gal.,  to  June  30, 1897,  was  t2,004,600.  and  the  total  amount  expended 
to  that  date  was  tl,776,449.22.  During  the  fiscal  year  $4,821.60  has 
been  expended,  making  a  total  to  June  30, 1898,  of  $1,781,270.82. 

The  facilities  for  navigation  on  June  30,  1898,  permitted  vessels 
drawing  19  feet  of  water  to  pass  from  San  Francisco  Bay  to  Oakland 
at  ordinary  high  water.  The  low-water  depth  of  20  feet  held  over 
8,500  feet.  There  was  a  depth  of  18  feet  over  1,»00  feet  of  length,  and 
for  the  remaining  8,500  feet  the  low-water  depth  was  14  feet.  The 
shoalest  spot  is  on  the  bar  just  off  the  mouth  of  jetties,  where  the  avail- 
able depth  is  13  feet  at  low  water.  The  width  of  this  channel  was  about 
300  feet.  In  the  upper  harbor  the  basin  channel,  originally  made  200 
feet  wide  and  8  feet  deep,  had  shoaled  2  feet  in  four  years.  !No  work 
was  done  during  the  year  on  the  dredged  channeL 

Contract  tor  continuing  the  dredging  in  the  jetty  and  city  front  chan- 
nels was  made  April  5, 1898.  At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  work  had 
jnst  been  commenced. 

The  sundry  civil  act,  June  4, 1897,  appropriated  $200,000  for  continu- 
ing the  improvement  of  Oakland  Harbor,  and  at  the  same  time  modi- 
fied the  act  of  June  3, 1896,  so  as  to  allow  this  improvement  to  go  on 
under  the  existing  project  to  the  extent  of  $686,000,  but  without  refer- 
ence to  its  completion,  and  authorizes  continuing  contracts,  which,  how- 
ever, must  not  obligate  the  Oovernment  in  advance  of  appropriations 
for  a  larger  expenditure  in  any  one  year  than  25  per  cent  of  the  total 
amount  authorized  to  be  expended,  viz,  $686,000. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  it  is  not  believed  that  the  work  can  be  com- 
pleted with  the  sum  remaining  to  be  appropriated  under  the  existing 
estimate,  but  that  this  sum  will  have  to  be  increased. 

July  1,1897,  balance  iinexpended $228,150.78 

Amount  appropriated  by  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1, 1898 133, 000. 00 

361, 150. 78 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 4,821.60 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 356,329.18 

July  1, 1898,  amount  coyerod  by  uncompleted  contracts 101, 500. 00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  ayailable 254,829.18 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 388, 000. 00 
Amount  Ibat  can  beprofitablyexpendedin  fiscal  yearendiDgJuueSO,  1900  133^  000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oivil  act  of  June  4, 18^. 

(See  Appendix  SSI.) 

2.  San  Joaquin  River ^  Califomia. — ^Before  improvement  the  low- water 
channel  to  Stockton  was  only  6  feet  in  depth  and  contaiii^  %^n^t^ 
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sharp  bends,  where  uavigation  was  difficult,  while  the  apper  river,  above 
Stockton,  was  navigable  for  but  a  few  months  in  the  year,  dnring  high- 
water  stage,  and  part  of  that  time  for  boats  drawing  not  more  than  2 
feet  of  water. 

The  plan  for  improvement  was  adopted  in  1877,  and  slightly  modified 
in  1881  and  1888.  It  had  for  its  object  to  secure  and  maintain,  by 
dredging,  a  channel  9  feet  deep  at  low  water,  and  100  feet  wide  through 
the  tidal  portions  of  the  river  and  Stockton  Slough  to  Stockton,  and  a 
channel  in  Mormon  Slough,  4  feet  deep  at  low  water  and  100  feet  wide, 
to  Miller's  warehouse;  also  temporary  improvement  of  the  low- water 
channel  of  the  upper  river  by  dredging,  scraping,  removal  of  snags,  and 
the  closure  of  Paradise  Cut  and  Laird  Slough. 

The  amount  expended  on  the  improvement  of  this  river  to  June  30, 
1897,  was  $362,753.87. 

The  following  results  were  obtained  to  June  30, 1897 :  Dredging  under 
the  approved  project  was  commenced  in  1877,  and  has  been  carried  on 
each  year  during  the  low- water  stage  of  the  river.  It  has  given  a  good 
low-water  channel  9  feet  in  depth  to  Stockton.  The  river  has  also  been 
straightened  by  3  cut-offs  near  Devils  Elbow,  1  at  Head  Keach,  a 
double  cut-ofT  in  the  narrows  below  Stockton,  and  a  double  cut-off  at 
Twenty-one  Mile  Slough.  The.  cut-offs  made  have  shortened  the  dis- 
tance to  Stockton  4A^miles;  all  have  been  self-maintaining.  The  cuts 
at  Head  Eeach  and  Twenty-one  Mile  Slough  were  not  completed  to  fUl 
width.  Paradise  Cut  was  closed  by  a  dam  in  1888,  which  has  since 
been  rebuilt  and  kept  in  repair.  A  dam  across  Laird  Slough  was  built 
in  1891,  and  has  since  been  partly  rebuilt  and  kept  in  repair. 

The  amount  expended  on  this  river  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1898,  was  ^21,670.71,  making  the  total  amount  thus  far  ex- 
pended on  its  improvement  $384,422.58. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  a  channel  of  the  required  depth  to  Stock- 
ton has  been  maintained  by  dredging;  a  bad  sand  bar  which  formed 
at  Grayson  in  the  upper  river  was  removed  by  a  wing  dam,  and  obstruc- 
tions removed  from  the  river  at  Morrison  Bend  and  Bells  Landing  by 
blasting.  The  cut-offs  at  Head  Beach  and  Twenty-one  Mile  Slough 
were  dredged  out  to  the  full  width  and  depth,  and  are  now  completed. 

Commerce  on  the  river  is  large,  important,  and  increasing.  It  is 
carried  on  12  steamers,  averaging  550  tons  each ;  14  barges,  averaging  at 
least  100  tons  each,  and  several  scow  schooners.  The  commerce  of  the 
San  Joaquin  Biver  during  1897  amounted  to  454,955  tons,  of  which  there 
was  carried  on  the  lower  river  440,864  tons  and  112,039  passengers. 

The  amount  required  for  the  completion  of  the  existing  project  is 
indeterminate. 

The  State  of  California,  by  its  legislature,  has  appropriated  $300,000 
for  drainage,  reclamation,  and-  incidentally  for  river  improvement. 
The  State  authorities  have  asked  the  Secretary  of  War  for  permission 
to  make,  at  State  expense,  three  additional  cut-offs  in  this  river  below 
Stockton,  and  this  authority  has  been  granted. 

Jaly  1,1897,  balance  nnezpended $68,746.13 

June  9iO,  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 21,670.71 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended ,, 47,075.42 


< 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project (  M 

Amount  that  can  beprontabl;r  expended  in  ii  seal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    20, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  S  S  2.) 


*  IndetetmViitttft, 
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3.  Mokelumne  River ^  California. — In  its  original  condition  navigation 
on  this  river  was  difficalt  on  account  of  numerous  snags  and  overhang- 
ing trees,  and  later  on  because  of  shoaling  at  !New  Hope  Landing  and 
the  growth  of  a  point  of  land  opposite  that  place  which  interfered  with 
the  landing  of  boats. 

The  project  adopted  in  18S4  had  for  its  object  the  removal  of  trees 
and  snags  obstructing  navigation.  The  project  was  increased  in  1892 
to  include  dredging  and  the  removal  of  the  point  of  land  opposite  New 
Hox)e  Landing. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897,  $17,111.66  had  been  expended  on  the  improve- 
ment of  this  river,  and  nothing  has  been  spent  since.  No  work  has 
been  done  during  the  year. 

The  commerce  of  this  river  is  carried  on  by  one  steamer  of  385  tons, 
making  regular  trips,  and  a  few  scow  schooners  running  at  irregular 
intervals.  The  total  tonnage  carried  in  the  calendar  year  1897  was 
62,771  tons. 

The  amount  required  for  the  completion  of  this  project  is  indeter- 
minate. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $888.34 

Jnly  1, 1898y  balance  unexpended 888.34 

(See  Appendix  S  S  3.) 

4.  Sacramento  and  Feather  rivers^  California. — Before  improvement 
navigation  on  these  rivers  was  difficult  and  dangerous  above  Sacra- 
mento, on  account  of  snags,  shoals,  and  rapids.  Below  Sacramento  the 
river  was  deep  and  navigation  easy.  Since  that  time  the  river  bed, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Feather  down,  has  been  in  places  badly  filled  up 
with  mining  debris. 

In  1874  a  project  was  adopted  having  for  its  object  the  improvement 
of  the  low- water  channels  of  the  Upper  Sacramento  and  the  Feather 
rivers  by  removing  snags,  scraping  bars,  and  the  construction  of  tem- 
porary wing  dams.  !No  attempt  at  permanent  improvement  was  con- 
templated. In  1890  the  project  was  increased  to  include  the  closure  of 
Paines  Break,  a  crevasse  If  miles  below  the  city  of  Sacramento.  In 
1892  it  was  again  increased  to  include  the  closure  of  Jacob  Slough,  a 
crevasse  above  the  city  of  Sacramento,  the  treatment  of  the  Yuba  Kiver 
near  and  above  Marysville,  a  locality  in  which  an  enormous  amount  of 
mining  debris  had  been  deposited,  and  the  removal  of  obstructions  in 
the  Lower  Sacramento  Eiver. 

The  amount  expended  on  these  rivers  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $679,225.71. 

The  work  to  June  30, 1897,  secured  a  low-water  channel  with  a  least 
depth  of  7  feet  from  Suisun  Bay  to  Sacramento,  4  feet  from  Sacramento 
to  Butte  City,  3  feet  from  Butte  City  to  Tehama,  and  2^  feet  from 
Tehama  to  Eedblufif,  and,  in  the  Feather  Biver,  2  feet  to  Marysville. 

The  amount  expended  on  the  Sacramento  and  Feather  rivers  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  has  been  $30,292.98,  making  the 
total  amount  thus  far  expended  on  the  improvement  of  these  rivers 
$709,518.69. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  navigation  has  been  maintained  with  the 
depths  above  stated. 

The  snag  boat  worked  in  the  Sacramento  Biver  lY'om  July  1  to  Decem- 
ber 9, 1897,  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  days,  work  being  done  in  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Sacramento  rivers  and  Georgiana  Slough.  During 
the  year  1,159  snags  were  removed  from  the  river  and  213  overhanging 
trees  cut  from  the  banks;  1,094  blasts  were  fired,  using  4,281  pounds 
Ko.  1  dynamite.    The  boat  ran  2,004  miles.    Temporary  wing  dams 
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were  bnilt  at  Jennings  Bar,  Dover  Ghnte,  Galls  Bend,  Monroeville,  and 
Sacramento,  and  the  dam  at  Parrott  Bend  was  repaired. 

The  survey  of  the  Sacramento  Biver,  which  had  been  made  as  fieir  as 
Princeton  in  the  previoas  fiscal  year,  was  completed. 

The  commerce  on  the  upper  river,  including  the  Feather,  is  carried 
on  6  steamers,  averaging  133  tons,  and  8  barges,  averaging  600  tons. 
On  the  lower  river  the  commerce  is  carried  on  9  steamers,  averaging 
408  tons,  and  22  barges,  averaging  600  tons. 

In  addition  to  the  balance  available,  $25,000  will  be  required  to  oper- 
ate the  snag  boat  so  as  to  maintain  navigation  in  the  Sacramento  and 
Feather  rivers  to  June  30, 1900. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  provided  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  three  engineer  officers  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the 
improvement  of  the  Sacramento  and  Feather  rivers.  As  this  Board 
has  the  matter  of  a  new  project  for  the  improvement  of  these  rivers 
under  consideration,  no  estimate  other  than  the  cost  of  running  the 
snag  boat  to  June  30, 1900,  is  presented. 

The  amount  required  for  the  completion  of  the  existing  projeot  in 
indeterminate. 

Jnly  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $80,774. 

June  BO,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fisoiJ  year 90,292. 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 60, 481.81 

'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  exiBtin^  project (*) 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    26^000.00 
I  Submitted  in  compliance  with  reauirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
,    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  ana  of  sundry  oivil  act  of  Jane  4^  1897. 

(See  Appendix  S  S  4.) 

5.  yapa  River  J  California. — Napa  Biver,  before  improvement,  had  an 
average  low-water  depth  of  5  feet,  with  the  exception  of  the  bars, 
where  the  depth  was  reduced  to  less  than  1  foot  on  the  crests.  The 
ordinary  rise  of  the  tide  being  5  feet,  there  was  each  day  a  practicable 
depth  of  6  feet,  and  vessels  of  4  feet  draft  could  navigate  the  river 
during  that  time,  which,  however,  varied  from  day  to  day. 

The  approved  project  consists  in  dredging  the  bars  between  Oarr  Bend 
and  Vernon  Mills,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Napa  City,  cutting  off 
projecting  points  of  land  so  as  to  obtain  a  channel  75  feet  wide  and  4 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  and  removing  obstructions  such  as  snags, 
logs,  etc. 

Work  upon  this  improvement  was  commenced  in  1889,  and  in  that 
year  a  channel  was  dredged  through  the  different  bars  between  Oarr 
Bend  and  the  highway  bridge  at  Third  street,  Napa  City,  and  the  river 
was  cleared  of  snags.    The  channel  was  again  dredged  in  1891. 

Up  to  June  30,  1897,  $21,337.30  had  been  spent  on  the  improvement 
of  this  stream.  No  work  has  been  done  and  no  funds  exx>ended  during 
the  past  fiscal  year. 

The  amount  of  commerce  reported  as  carried  on  this  stream  during 
the  year  1897  was  60,900  tons. 

This  channel  being  a  tidal  portion  of  a  silt-bearing  stream,  dredging 
does  not  form  a  permanent  improvement;  consequently  the  amount 
required  tor  completion  of  existing  project  is  indeterminate. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $4,162.70 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended •••      4^162.70 

(See  Appendix  S  S  5.) 

*  Indeterminate. 
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6.  Petaluma  OreeJcj  California. — ^Before  improvement  the  channel  of 
this  creek  was  very  crooked,  and  in  places  dry  at  low  water,  naviga- 
tion depending  almost  entirely  on  the  tide.  Its  length  was  then  18.5 
miles. 

In  1880  a  project  was  adopted  for  the  improvement  of  this  creek  by 
straightening  it  by  cnt-ofifs  and  dredging  it  so  as  to  obtain  a  channel 
50  feet  wide  and  3  feet  deep  at  low  water.  In  1892  the  project  was 
enlarged  to  make  the  channel  as  deep  as  funds  would  permit. 

The  amount  expended  on  this  work  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $60,960.54. 
Nothing  has  been  spent  and  no  work  done  during  the  year. 

The  commerce  of  this  creek  is  carried  on  one  steamer  of  294  tons, 
and  several  scow  schooners.  It  consists  of  agricultural  products  ana 
mano&ctured  goods.  The  tonnage  of  the  creek  for  the  past  year  could 
not  be  obtained. 

The  amount  required  for  completion  of  the  existing  project  is  inde- 
terminate. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $39.46 

July  1, 1S98,  balance  unexpended » 3H.46 


{ Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  exlBting  project..  Indeterminate. 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  JuneSO,  1900     4^  000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  18S6  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oIyU  act  of  June  4, 1887. 

(See  Appendix  S  S  6.) 

7.  Humboldt  Earhor  <md  Bayj  Oalifamia, — ^Before  improvement  the 
harbor  was  obstructed  by  a  troublesome  and  variable  sand  bar,  inclos- 
ing the  entrance  about  a  mile  distant  Across  the  submerged  bar  was 
a  channel  which  was  exceedingly  shifting,  uncertain,  and  dangerous; 
its  low- water  depth  has  been  occasionally  as  much  as  25  feet  and  fre- 
quently as  little  as  9  feet.  The  bar  frequently  changed  in  position,  the 
greatest  range  being  about  1^  miles.  Vessels  were  often  storm-bound 
in  the  harbor  for  long  periods.  There  were  also  numerous  shoals  within 
the  harbor  close  to  the  wharves,  rendering  it  difficult  for  vessels  to 
reach  Eureka,  Areata,  and  Hookton,  the  main  shipping  points  on  the 
bay. 

In  1881  a  project  for  improving  the  inside  harbor  was  adopted,  with  a 
view  to  securing,  by  dredging,  a  channel  12  feet  deep  and  10<)  feet  wide 
to  the  head  of  Eureka  wharves,  and  one  10  feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide 
to  Areata  and  Hookton.  This  project  was  completed  in  1884  at  a  cost 
of  t80,884.69.  These  channels  have  since  silted  up  materially  and  are 
again  an  impediment  to  navigation. 

In  1882  a  project  was  adopted  for  improving  the  entrance,  with  the 
object  of  increasing  the  depth  of  water  over  the  bar,  by  constructing  a 
low-tide  brush  and  stone  jetty,  extending  seaward  from  the  end  of  the 
south  spit  for  a  distance  of  6,()00  feet.  Its  estimated  cost  was  $000,000. 
In  1891  a  Board  of  Engineer  Officers  recommended  the  raising  of  this 
jetty  to  high  tide,  and  the  addition  of  another,  making  two  stone  and 
brush  jetties,  nearly  parallel,  about  2,100  feet  apart,  starting  from  the 
north  and  south  spits,  respectively,  and  extending  seaward  to  the  18foot 
contour,  with  such  groins  as  might  be  found  necessary  during  the  prog- 
ress of  the  work.  The  north  jetty  was  not  to  be  begun  until  the  com- 
pletion of  the  south.  The  total  cost  of  these  jetties  and  the  necessary 
bank  protection  was  estimated  at  $1,715,115,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of 
$342,500,  which  had  already  been  appropriated.  In  1892  the  project 
was  slightly  modified  so  as  to  start  the  north  jetty  from  the  end  of  the 
dike  already  built  for  shore  protection,  mining  that  a  part  of  the  jetty. 
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The  constraction  of  the  north  jetty,  bo  far  as  thought  necessary  to  pre- 
vent erosion,  without  waiting  for  the  completion  of  the  south  jetty,  was 
also  authorized.  The  river  and  harbor  act  of  July  13, 1892,  placed  the 
improvement  under  the  continuous-contract  system. 

The  amount  expended  on  this  work  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $1,407,861.86, 
of  which  $80,884.69  wasfor  dredging  inside  the  harbor,  and  $1,326,977.17 
for  improving  the  entrance. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897,  the  north  jetty  had  been  completed.  The  foun- 
dation of  the  south  jetty  had  been  completed  to  bent  341,  a  distance  of 
5,456  feet.  The  jetty  had  been  raised  to  full  height  to  bent  200,  and  to 
low-water  mark  or  above  to  bent  258.  The  channel  across  the  bar  had 
a  depth  of  22  feet,  and  was  already  1,000  feet  in  width. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  there  was  expended 
$246,780.99,  making  the  total  amount  thus  far  expended  $1,654,642.85. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  work  has  been  confined  to  the  soutn  jetty, 
and  consisted  of  jetty  extension  and  building  up  the  partly  completed 
portions  of  the  work  with  rock,  of  which  134,191  tons  was  placed  in  the 
work  during  the  year.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  rock  in  the  jetty 
was  above  low  water  to  bent  395,  thence  sloping  down  to  —18  feet  at  bent 
423,  and  thence  gradually  sloping  to  the  end,  which  is  at  bent  462,  or 
7,392  feet  distant  from  the  commencement.  There  is  a  good  23-foot 
channel,  1,000  feet  wide,  across  the  bar. 

The  commerce  of  this  harbor  is  carried  on  by  three  steamers,  plying 
regularly  between  San  Francisco  and  Humboldt  Bay,  and  numerous 
coasting  vessels,  both  sail  and  steam.  The  total  tonnage  of  vessels 
arriving  and  departing  during  the  past  year  was  482,226  tons. 

In  compliance  with  requirements  of  joint  resolution  of  Congress 
approved  May  7, 1898,  an  estimate,  amounting  to  $75,000,  was  submit- 
ted to  Congress  under  date  of  June  8, 1898,  for  redredging  a  channel 
200  feet  in  bottom  width,  about  8,900  feet  in  length,  to  a  uniform  depth 
of  15  feet  below  water  surface  at  mean  low-tide  level.  This  estimate 
was  printed  in  House  Doc.  No.  528,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session, 
and  is  submitted  herewith  as  part  of  Appendix  S  S  7. 

Jnly  ly  1897,  balance  anexpended $486,688.14 

Amount  appropriated  by  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1, 1898 100, 000.00 

686, 638. 14 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 246,780.99 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 339,857.15 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  riabilities $50,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 289,857. 15 

339, 857. 15 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 143, 115.00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  June  30, 1900  143»  115. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  ojf  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1^. 

(See  Appendix  8  8  7.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  OREGON,  OF  UPPER 
COLUMBIA  RIVER  AND  TRIBUTARIES,  OREGON  AND  WASHINGTON,  AND 
OF  CLEARWATER  RIVER,  IDAHO. 

The  works  in  this  district  were  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  W.  L.  Fisk, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  to  November  30,  1897 ;  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  L. 
Potter,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  first  lieutenant,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from 
November  30, 1897,  to  May  11, 1898,  and  in  the  charge  of  Major  Fisk 
since  May  11, 1898.  Division  Engineer,  Col.  Chas.  B.  Suter,  Corps  of 
EngineerB^ 
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i.  Port  Orford  Harbor^  Oregon. — ^The  river  and  harbor  act  of  August 
18, 1894,  provided  for  a  survey  of— 

Port  Orford,  with  a  Tiew  to  improving  the  same  for  Bhipping  purposes  and  as  a 
h^bor  of  refhge,  commencing  at  Graveyard  Point  and  by  jetty,  sea  wall,  or  other 
proper  oonstmction,  extending  southerly  or  sontheasterly  into  the  ocean  three  hnn- 
area  or  more  feet,  if  neoessary,  and  suitable  for  vessels  of  middle  draft ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, if  necessarv,  b^  another  jetty,  sea  wall,  or  other  constructive  work,  extending 
from  the  next  hign  point  or  headlana  southwesterly  four  hundred  or  more  feet,  so  as 
to  accommodate  vessels  of  maximum  draft. 

The  report  (Annual  Beport,  Chief  of  Engineers,  1896,  Part  V,  pp. 
3491-3501)  submitted  in  compliance  with  the  above- quoted  item  stat^ 
that: 

Port  Orford  is  an  open  roadstead  and  viUaffe  on  the  coast  of  Oregon,  51^  miles 
north  of  the  California  and  Oregon  boundary  line. 

and  that: 

An  inspection  of  the  maps  shows  that  Port  Orford  is  wide  open  to  the  sea  to  the 
southward,  the  direction  from  which  come  the  worst  storms,  and  that  the  con- 
structions as  located  are  nearlv  head  on  to  the  sea  and  do  not  provide  any  inclosed 
anchorage  area.  This  l>einff  the  case,  it  is  certain  that  they  do  not  and  can  not  be 
oonsiderod  as  providing  in  the  remotest  degree  a  '*  harbor  of  refuge.''  Therefore  this 
view  of  ihe  proposed  improvements  must  be  entirely  cast  aside,  and  they  must  be 
considered  solely  in  relauon  to  their  use  for  '<  shipping  purposes,"  as  mentioned  in 
the  law. 

These  constructions  for  '' shipping  j>nrposes"  are  therefore  construed  to  be  piers  or 
irharves,  and  the  estimate  herewith  is  for  their  construction  as  wharves  for  commer- 
cial shipping  purposes. 

It  is  also  proper  to  add  that  the  wharves  can  be  used  with  regularity  only  durinff 
the  summer  season  and  when  northerly  weather  prevails.  They  can  not  be  usea 
during  the  prevalence  of  heavy  southerly  winter  weather.  For  the  same  reasons 
the  wharves  must  be  built  during  the  summer  months. 

The  only  way  that  a  harbor  of  refuge  can  be  constructed  at  Port  Orford  is  by 
buUding  a  breakwater  approximately  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  the  engineers  and 
Boards  of  Engineers  who  nave  had  the  matter  under  consideration. 

The  report  contained  an  estimate  of  $203,366  for  constructing  a  wharf 
fram  Graveyard  Point;  also  an  estimate  for  constructing  the  wharf  from 
Nellys  Point,  '^the  next  high  point  or  headland  soath westerly." 

As  between  the  two  locations.  Graveyard  Point  and  Nellys  Point, 
Clongress  appears  to  have  favored  the  former,  inasmuch  as  the  river 
and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  contained  the  following  item : 

Improving  Port  Orford  Harbor,  at  Grave  Yard  Point,  Oregon,  according  to  plan 
recommended  by  Captain  Thomas  W.  Sjrmons,  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  as  per 
House  Document  Numbered  Three  hundred  and  thirteen,  Fifty -third  Congi^sss,  third 
session,  January  "thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  to  cost  not  to  exceed 
two  hundred  and  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars,  and  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  the  appropriation  heretofore  made  March  third,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  for  the  establishment  of  a  harbor  of  refuse  on  the  Pacific  coast  is 
hereby  transferred  to  be  expended  on  this  improvement,  if  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  the  interests  of  commerce  demand  such  expenditure. 

No  action  haH  been  taken  by  the  Secretary  of  War  upon  this  item, 
and  until  he  decides  that  'Hhe  interests  of  commerce  demand  such 
expenditure"  no  money  is  to  be  expended  for  work  at  this  locality 
under  the  terms  of  the  act. 

The  act  of  June  3, 1896,  also  provided  for  a  survey  of  "  Port  Orford 
Harbor,  Oregon,  with  estimate  of  cost  of  improvement  and  importance 
to  Bhipping  and  commerce."  The  report  submitted  in  compliance  with 
this  item^  and  printed  in  House  Doc.  No.  247,  Fifty-iifbh  Congress,  sec- 
ond session,  and  also  as  Appendix  T  T  24  of  this  report,  was  to  the 
effect  that  the  present  shipping  and  commercial  importance  of  Port 
Orford  is  utterly  insignificant  when  considered  in  connection  with  the 
very  large  sum  required  to  adequately  protect  the  harbor  from  storms, 
estimati^  by  a  Board  of  Engineers,  in  report  of  November  19, 1890,  to 
be  $7,821,960.    (Annual  Beport^  Chief  of  Engineers,  1891^  p.  3S10A 
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A  history  of  the  examinations,  surveys,  and  reports  upon  the  subject 
of  the  pro[>osed  improvement  of  Port  Orford  Harbor  up  to  1891  (since 
which  time  there  has  been  but  little  change  in  conditions)  is  given  in 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1891,  pages  3305--3312. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended • $140,85^.53 

July  1, 1898;  baUnoe  unexpended 140, 858. 52 

{Ainonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 62, 477. 48 
Sobmitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867. 

(See  Appendix  T  T 1.) 

2.  (Joquille  River ^  Oregon  {general  impnyeement), — ^The  original  chan- 
nel at  the  entrance  to  the  Ooquille  Biver  skirted  the  south  headland 
for  some  distance,  as  shown  on  the  map  opposite  page  2682  of  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1882,  Part  III,  and  was 
tortuous,  shoal,  shifting,  and  studded  with  rocks.  The  depth  over  the 
bar  at  the  entrance  at  low  tide  was  but  about  3  feet;  at  mean  high  tide 
a  little  over  7  feet. 

The  original  plan  for  improvement  (report  printed  in  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1879,  Part  II,  p.  1806)  provided 
for  the  construction  of  two  parallel  high-tide  rubblestone  jetties  800 
feet  apart,  to  confine  and  control  the  incoming  and  outgoing  waters  so 
as  to  cause  them  to  scour  a  channel  through  the  sand  spit  on  the  north 
side  of  the  entrance,  the  jetties  to  run  out  to  sea  a  sufficient  distance 
to  maintain  a  channel  over  the  bar  with  the  least  depth  of  12  leet  at 
low  tide.    Estimated  cost,  tl6i,200. 

The  law  of  August  11, 1888,  and  the  law  of  September  19,  1890,  in 
making  appropriations  for  continuing  the  work  of  improvement  at  the 
entrance  to  the  river,  authorized  the  expenditure  of  $5,000  and  $3,000, 
respectively,  in  removing  snags  in  the  13  miles  of  the  upper  x>ortiou 
of  tlie  river  between  Coquille  and  Myrtle  Point,  and  $6,883.90  was  so 
expended. 

In  1880  the  proposed  depth  of  12  feet  at  low  tide  to  be  obtained  in 
the  new  channel  at  the  entrance  to  the  bay  was  reduced  to  10  feet;  in 
1888  it  was  reduced  to  8  feet,  and  in  1891  the  plan  was  changed  to  pro- 
vide that  the  jetties  should  be  600  feet  apart  at  their  outer  ends,  instead 
of  800  feet. 

In  1892  the  estimate  of  cost  for  completing  the  improvement,  includ- 
ing previous  appropriations  (and  including  the  $6,883.90  expended  in 
removing  snags  in  the  river  between  Coquille  and  Myrtle  Point  under 
the  acts  of  Congress  of  August  11, 1888,  and  September  19, 1890),  was 
increased  from  $164,200  to  $285,000.  (Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  1892,  Part  III,  pp.  2664-2665.) 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  inclusive  of  the  $6,883.90 
expended  in  removing  snags  in  the  upper  river,  was  $148,999.16,  and 
resulted  in  the  constrjiction  of  the  south  jetty  for  the  distance  of  2,116^ 
feet,  and  in  the  construction  of  the  north  jetty  for  the  distance  of  510 
feet,  thereby  closing  up  the  old  channel  and  securing  a  new,  straight 
channel  across  the  bar  with  a  low-tide  depth  varying  from  4  to  10  feet, 
this  variation  being  due  to  the  shifting  sands  which  are  driven  in  by 
storms.  The  position  of  the  new  channel  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
old  channel  to  the  south  of  the  new  channel  has  been  filled  up  by  the 
eift^ct  of  the  jetties  are  shown  on  the  map  opposite  page  3324  of  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1893,  Part  IV. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898^ 
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resalted  in  strengthening  the  south  jetty  and  in  extending  it  270$  feet, 
giving  it  the  total  length  of  2,387  feet.  No  work  was  done  during  the 
year  on  the  north  jetty.  The  work-doue  on  the  south  jetty  during  the  year 
resalted  in  maintaining  the  depth  heretofore  obtained  over  the  bar  rather 
than  in  increasing  it.  No  material  increase  in  this  depth  can  be  secured 
until  the  north  jetty  is  extended  farther  out  to  sea,  as  contemplated  by 
the  existing  project. 

The  maximum  draft  that  may  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  at  mean  low 
tide  over  the  shoalest  part  of  the  locality  under  improvement  is  about 
7  feet 

Commeroial  itaHstia, 


Tona. 

1879 7,000 

1882 6,630 

1883 9,438 

1884 13,100 

1885 7,649 

1886 9,080 

1887 6,631 

1888 29,197 

1889 29,309 

NoTK.— The  statistica  for  1895,  1896,  and  1897  are  for  calendar  years,  those  for 
years  prior  to  18U5  for  fiscal  years  ending  Jnne  30. 
Statistics  for  years  not  naiped  are  not  available. 

Jnly  1,  1897,  balance  nnexpended $21,000.84 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 19, 420. 73 


Tons. 

1890 23,223 

1891 15,994 

1892 19,362 

1893 14,491 

1894 14,180 

1895 16,256 

1896 21,106 

1897 25,620 


Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,580.11 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 68.20 


July  1, 1898,  balance  ayftllable 1,511.91 


{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 116, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  June  30, 1900    40, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  lS66  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  lb97. 

(See  Appendix  T  T  2.) 

3.  Coquille  River y  Oregon^  between  Coquille  and  Myrtle  Poinf.— The 
Coquille  Biver  is  formed  by  the  !Nortb,  East,  Middle,  and  South  forks, 
which  unite  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  of  Myrtle  Point.  It  is  a  tidal 
river,  navigable  by  ^mall  coasting  vessels  from  its  mouth  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean  up  to  Coquille,  a  distance  of  about  25  miles,  and  by  river  steam- 
ers from  Ooquille  to  Myrtle  Point,  a  farther  distance  of  about  13  miles, 
when  not  obstructed  by  snags  and  shoals. 

Before  improvement,  however,  that  portion  of  the  stream  between 
Coquille  and  Myrtle  Point  had  become  so  filled  with  suags  and  the  nat- 
l^ral  accumulation  of  debris  due  to  increased  cultivation  of  the  soil  and 
removal  of  forests  that  the  river  steamers  were  unable  to  reach  Myrtle 
Point  at  low  summer  stages  and  were  compelled  to  stop  during  such 
stages  at  Boberts  Lauding,  If  miles  below  Myrtle  Point. 

The  original  project  for  improvement,  adopted  in  1892  (report  printed 
in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1891,  Part  V,  pp. 
3280^283),  provided  for  deepening  the  channel  from  Coquille  t/O  Myrtle 
Point  to  4  feet  at  mean  low  water  by  removing  snags  and  by  construct- 
ing wing  dsfms  at  several  points  to  scour  out  shoals.  The  width  of  the 
improved  channel  was  limited  to  50  feet,  on  account  of  the  small  vol- 
ume of  the  river.    The  estimated  cost  of  the  improvement  was  placed 
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at  $26,000,  exclasive  of  $6,883.90  expended  under  acts  of  Congress  of 
Augast  11, 1888,  and  September  10, 1890. 

The  stream  was  resurveyed  in  1894,  and  it  was  found  that  rains  had 
caused  landslides  and  mnch  soil  to  come  into  the  upper  branches  and 
the  main  stream,  resulting  in  filling  the  latter  with  sediment  in  its  more 
gently  flowing  portions.  The  river  for  4^  miles  below  Myrtle  Point  was 
much  more  shallow  than  was  the  case  farther  down,  and  the  conditions 
in  the  If  miles  between  Myrtle  Point  and  Eoberts  Landing  were  par- 
ticularly bad,  requiring  that  the  waters  be  confined  between  pile  dikes 
about  60  feet  apart,  or  between  a  pile  dike  and  a  strongly  revetted 
shore,  and  dredging  the  required  channel  50  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep 
at  low  water,  the  material  so  dredged  to  be  placed  behind  the  pile  dikes. 
The  revised  estimate  of  cost  of  completing  the  improvement,  including 
this  latter  work  (Annual  Report,  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1895,  Part  Y, 
pp.  3350-^51),  was  $43,176.48,  which  amount,  with  the  amounts  expended 
from  the  appropriations  made  by  the  acts  of  Congress  of  July  13, 1892, 
and  August  18, 1894,  brings  the  estimated  total  cost  to  $50,980.77. 

The  amount  expended  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1897,  $8,559.64,  resulted  in  the  removal  of  many  snags  and  the  con- 
struction of  small  wing  dams  at  Boberts  Island  and  Backcliffe  Bar, 
which  afforded  a  temporary  improvement  to  the  navigable  capacity  of 
the  stream. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 30, 1898,  resxdted 
in  the  removal  of  a  large  number  of  snags,  the  construction  of  dikes  and 
shore  protection  between  Boberts  Landing  and  Backcliffe  Landing,  a 
distance  of  five-eights  of  a  mile,  and  dredging  a  channel  50  feet  wide 
and  4  feet  deep  through  several  gravel  shoals  between  those  points. 
At  the  time  this  work  was  begun,  on  June  18, 1897,  sections  of  the  river 
above  Coquille  were  almost  impassable  at  low  tide. 

At  the  close  of  operation's,  on  October  12,  1897,  the  river  steamers 
experienced  no  difficulty  in  running  upstream  as  far  as  Boberts  Land- 
ing, but  small  bars  have  since  formed,  which  prevent  the  steamers  from 
navigating  the  stream  above  ^Norway,  3  miles  below  Myrtle  Point, 
excepting  when  the  stage  of  water  is  high. 

The  maximum  draft  that  may  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  at  mean  low 
tide  in  the  10  miles  between  Coquille  and  Norway  is  4  feet,  and  in  tdie 
8  miles  between  Norway  and  Myrtle  Point  1  foot. 

Commercial  9iaii»iie9, 


Ton*. 

1896 8,205 

1897 4,293 


Tons. 

1893 1,242 

1894 1,692 

1895 1,409 

Note. — ^The  statistios  for  1896  and  1897  are  for  calendar  years;  those  for  yeaia 
prior  to  1896  for  fiscal  years  ending  Jnne  30. 


Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $13,440. 

Jnne  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 13, 279. 91 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 100.45 

Jnly  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 3.20 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 167.25 


{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 28, 980. 77 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1900    15, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  complianoe  with  reqnirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jnne  4,  VSSfl. 

(See  Appendix  T  T  3.) 
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4»  Entrance  to  Ooo$  Bay  and  Harhar^  Oregon. — ^The  obstraetioD  which 
originally  existed  at  the  entrance  to  Ooos  Bay  consisted,  first,  of  the 
exterior  bar,  and,  second,  of  inner  shoals  formed  by  the  sands  which 
accumulated  in  the  spring,  summer,  and  autumn,  during  the  times  when 
the  northwesterly  storms  prevail.  Under  the  inflnence  of  these  winds 
the  sand  spit  on  the  north  side  of  the  entrance  to  the  bay  advanced 
toward  the  south,  contracting  the  navigable  channel  under  Ooos  Head 
to  a  very  narrow  width,  and  usnally  causing  the  outer  channel  to  follow 
the  west  side  of  the  sand  spit  in  a  tortuous  course  across  the  bar  (see 
middle  portion  of  chart  opposite  p.  2264  of  the  Annuid  Report  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1884,  Part  III).  The  low- water  depth  on  the 
bar  was  sometimes  as  little  as  10  feet.    The  mean  rise  of  tide  was  5.6  feet. 

The  original  project  for  improvement,  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  November  24, 1879  (printed  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Ohief 
of  Engineers  for  1880,  Part  III,  p.  2323),  provided  for  the  <«  construction 
of  a  jetty  from  a  point  250  yards  below  the  northern  extremity  of  Fossil 
Point  on  a 'line  toward  the  east  end  of  Ooos  Head,  this  line  in  plan 
curving  so  as  to  be  directed  at  its  outer  end  to  the  head,  or  a  little  to 
the  north  of  it,  the  structure  to  be  of  wood  and  stone,  or  stone,  as  may 
be  found  best."  The  object  of  tliis  jetty  was  to  deiiect  the  ebb  tides  so 
as  to  hasten  the  destruction  of  the  southerly  end  of  the  north  sand  spit, 
to  prevent  in  the  future  an  undue  contraction  of  the  channel  at  Ooos 
Head.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  jetty  was  placed  at  $600,000.  The 
position  of  the  jetty  is  shown  to  the  right  on  the  chart  opposite  p.  2264 
of  the  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers  for  1884,  Part  III. 

The  present  approved  project  (printed  in  the  Annual  Keport  of  the 
Ohief  of  Engineers  for  1890,  pp.  2936-2965)  provides  for  the  construc- 
tion of  two  high-tide  rubblestone  jetties,  the  north  jetty  to  extend  sea- 
wiurd  from  the  southern  end  of  the  north  sand  spit  and  the  south  jetty 
to  start  from  Ooos  Head,  the  two  jetties  to  converge  so  that  the  outer 
eotranoe  shall  have  a  width  of  about  1,500  feet,  their  object  being  to 
create  and  maintain  a  low- water  bar  depth  of  at  least  20  feet.  The  pres- 
ent project  also  provides  for  reclaiming  the  sands  of  the  north  spit  so  as 
to  prevent  them  from  being  blown  into  the  channel.  The  estimated 
cost  of  thia  improvement  is  $2,466,412.20,  independent  of  the  amount 
expended  on  the  originid  project.  The  positions  of  the  proposed  jetties 
are  shown  in  the  chart  opposite  p.  3162  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Ohief 
of  Engineers  for  1891,  Part  V. 

The  amount  expended  under  the  original  project,  abandoned  when  the 
present  project  was  adopted,  was  $213,750,  and  resulted  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  jetty  about  1,760  feet  in  length,  located  as  provided  by  that  pro- 
ject, which  caused  a  partial  erosion  of  the  sduthem  end  of  the  north 
sand  spit  and  opened  a  channel  over  the  outer  bar  well  to  the  south  of 
and  deei>er,  wider,  and  less  shifting  than  the  original  channel. 

The  amount  expended  under  the  present  project  up  to  June  30, 1897, 
$465^76.37,  resulted  in  the  partial  enrockment  of  the  north  jetty 
throughout  its  entire  projected  length  of  9,600  feet. 

That  the  improvement  will  ultimately  prove  to  be  a  very  snocessftd 
one  fiDm  an  engineering  standpcnnt  is  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  a 
low-water  channel  depth  on  the  bar  varying  from  18  to  22  feet  was 
obtained  with  the  north  jetty  but  partially  built  and  with  nothing 
whatever  having  been  done  toward  constructing  the  south  jetty. 

Some  experiments  have  been  made  in  reclaiming  the  sands  of  the 
north  spit  by  planting  various  kinds  of  grasses,  etc.,  thereon. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  Hscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898, 
resulted  in  raising  4,528  feet  of  the  outer  half  of  the  north  jetty  up 
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to  high- tide  level.  This  work  served  to  maintain  the  low-water  depth 
of  from  18  to  22  feet  heretofore  obtained  on  the  bar  rather  than  to 
increase  it. 

The  maximum  draft  that  may  be  carried  on  June  30, 1898,  at  mean 
low  tide  over  the  shoalest  part  of  the  locality  under  improvement  is 
about  18  feet, 

Cammeroial  BiaHtUoi, 


Tong. 

1883 93,380 

1885 75,718 

1886 109,988 

1890 242,329 

1892 136,065 


Tons. 

1893... 109,  OU 

1894 109,152 

1895 128,544 

1896 144,934 

1897 115,896 


Note.— The  statistios  for  1895, 1896,  and  1897  are  for  calendar  years ;  those  for  yean 
prior  to  1895  for  fiscal  years  ending  Jnne  SO. 
Statistics  for  years  not  named  are  either  not  available  or  are  incomplete. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  nnezpended ^.      $59, 723. 69 

June  si),  l^y  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 48, 73L49 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended. .. 
July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities. 


Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available. 


10,992.14 

65.00 

i 10,927.14 

'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1, 941, 412. 20 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expenaed  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,1900 100^000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
"harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jnne  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  T  T  4.) 

5.  Harbor  at  Coos  Bay^  Oregon  {dredging). — ^In  the  npper  x>ortion  of 
Ooos  Bay  and  its  tributary  doughs  are  a  number  of  shoals  which  inter* 
fere  with  low-tide  navigation,  the  principal  one  being  jast  below  Marsh- 
field,  the  chief  town  on  the  bay,  on  which  there  was  a  least  low-tide 
depth  of  but  5  feet  at  the  time  of  survey  in  1891. 

This  shoal  is  composed  of  mud  deposited  in  the  sluggish  waters  of 
Isthmus  Slough  when  Coos  Biver  is  in  flood,  and  it  caused  considera- 
ble annoyance,  esi)ecially  to  the  colliers,  as  they  are  compelled  to  wait 
until  full  high  tide  before  they  can  go  to  and  from  the  coal  bunkers  sit- 
uated above  Marshfield,  near  the  mouth  of  Isthmus  Slough.  Another 
mud  shoal,  with  a  least  law-tide  depth  of  but  8  feet,  just  above  the 
bunkers  or  the  Oregon  Coal  and  ^Navigation  Company,  interferes  with 
navigation  to  a  large  sawmill  at  Bay  City. 

The  project  for  improvement,  submitted  in  report  of  survey  dated 
May  16, 1891  (report  printed  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers for  1891,  Part  Y,  pp.  3284-3285),  contemplated  the  construction 
of  a  small  dipper  dredge  boat,  with  two  hopper  scows,  and  dredging  a 
channel  10  feet  deep  at  low  tide  and  100  feet  wide  at  the  bottom  through 
the  Marshfield  and  the  Isthmus  Slough  shoals,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
•27,390. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  August  18, 1894,  appropriated  $13,000  <<for 
the  construction  or  purchase  of  a  dredger  and  ojierating  the  same  in 
removing  obstructions  from  and  deepening  the  harbor  of  Coos  Bay  in 
front  of  Marshfield." 

Proposals  for  furnishing  machinery  for  a  dipper  dredge  were  opened 
on  January  24, 1805,  and  it  was  found  that  the  cost  of  the  machinery, 
the  expense  of  transporting  it  fr^m  place  of  manufacture  to  Coos  Bay, 
the  cost  of  constructing  a  hull  upon  which  to  mount  it,  and  the  cost  of 
setting  it  up  ready  for  operation  would  exceed  the  amount  appropriated. 
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The  act  of  Congress  of  Jane  3, 1896^  appropriated  $14,390,  with  the 
provision  'Hhat  so  much  of  this  sum  as  may  be  necessary  shall  be 
added  to  the  amount  now  on  hand  for  the  construction  or  purchase  of 
a  dredge  and  two  hopper  scows,  and  that  dredging  within  the  limit  of 
this  appropriation  may  be  contracted  for  in  the  discretion  of  the  Ohief 
of  Engineers,  aud*in  such  portion  of  the  bay  as  may  be  found  necessary." 

As  the  localities  to  be  dredged  were  where  the  channel  was  narrow, 
with  broad  tide  flats  alongside,  affording  very  easy  disposition  of 
dredged  material  through  a  pipe  line,  but  necessitating  a  very  long  and 
expensive  tow  if  a  dipper  dredge  were  used  and  the  dredged  material 
bandied  in  dump  scows,  attention  was  turned  to  the  question  of  build- 
ing a  pump  dredge  and  the  necessary  pipe  line  instead  of  a  dipper 
dredge.  Investigation  proved,  however,  that  it  would  be  practically 
imiK)88ible  to  use  a  pipe  line  without  lnfi*inging  upon  certain  patents, 
and  the  owners  of  these  patents  demanded  what  was  considered  an 
unreasonable  sum  for  the  right  to  use  their  type  of  appliances. 

Under  the  circumstances  it  was  considered  that  the  best  results 
ooald  be  obtained  by  entering  into  a  contract  providing  fbr  the  neces- 
sary dredging,  but  as  the  law  respecting  the  purchase  or  construction 
of  a  dredge  and  scows  was  consider^  mandatory,  it  was  decided 
proper  to  submit  the  subject  to  Congress  with  the  view  of  having  the 
law  changed  so  as  to  permit  the  option  of  contracting  for  the  work  of 
dredging.  The  necessary  amendment  to  the  original  act  was  made  by 
the  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1, 1898,  and  the  work  of  dredging 
will  be  undertaken  as  soon  as  the  necessary  preliminary  action  to  that 
end  can  be  had. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  $515.08,  was  for  advertising 
tor  proposals  and  printing  specifications  for  dredge  machinery  and  in 
investigating  the  various  types  of  machinery  and  appliances. 

Nothing  was  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898. 

Commercial  statistics. — It  is  estimated  that  fully  three-fourths  of  the 
total  commerce  of  Ooos  Bay  must  pass  over  the  Marshfield  and  Isthmus 
Slough  shoals. 

During  the  year  ending  December  31, 1897,  which  was  an  average 
one  so  far  as  commerce  is  concerned,  the  total  commerce  of  Goes  Bay 
was  115,896  tons,  principally  coal  and  lumber. 

July  1,1S97,  balance  unexpended « $26,S74.92 

July  1,18S8,  balance  unexpended .*. 26,874.82 

(See  Appendix  T  T  5.) 

6.  Ooos  BiffeTj  Oregon. — Ooos  Eiver  is  the  principal  tributary  of  Ooos 
Bay,  and  empties  into  the  bay  at  its  head,  opposite  the  town  of  Marsh- 
field.  At  a  point  5^  miles  from  its  mouth  it  divides  into  two  branches, 
known  as  the  North  and  South  forks,  up  each  of  which  tidal  influence 
extends  for  about  8J  miles.  The  stream  flows  through  a  narrow  ft^rtile 
valley  and  is  the  only  means  of  transportation  in  that  section  of  the 
country.  It  was  originallv  much  obstructed  by  snags,  bowlders,  and 
bowlder  shoals. 

The  project  adopted  in  1896  (printed  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Ohief  of  Engineers  for  1895,  Part  V,  pp.  3602-3506)  provides  for  remov- 
ing snags  and  bowlders,  cutting  through  bars,  etc.,  where  necessary,  to 
secnre  a  channel  50  feet  wide  throughout  the  5^  miles  of  the  main  river 
and  %i  miles  of  each  fork,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  (6,000. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  $130,  were  for  preliminary  work. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June30, 1898,  resulted 
in  obtaining  the  desired  50-foot  channel  throughout  the  22^  m\l«&  qc^n- 


486    REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS,  U.  S.  ARMT. 

ered  by  the  project.  The  improvement  resnltin^  fh>m  the  removal  of 
the  worst  obstractions  has  been  very  satisfactory  to  those  interested  in 
the  navigation  of  the  stream. 

On  account  of  the  near  exhanstion  of  fnnds  it  was  necessary  to  leave 
a  number  of  the  smaller  snags  in  the  stream.  These  could  be  removed 
in  one  more  season's  operations. 

The  maximum  draft  that  may  be  carried  on  June  30, 1898,  at  mean 
low  tide  over  the  shoalest  part  of  the  location  under  improvement  is 
from  2  to  3  feet. 

During  the  calendar  year  1896  the  commerce  on  the  river  amounted 
to  13,204  tons,  and  in  1897, 16,534  tons. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  onezpended $4^870.00 

JoneSO,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 8^734.74 


July  If  1898,  balance  unexpended ^ 1, 136. 

(See  Appendix  T  T  6.) 

7.  Umpqua  Rivery  Oregon. — ^This  stream  rises  in  the  Cascade  Moun- 
tains, near  Mount  Thielsen,  flows  westward  in  a  tortuous  course,  and 
empties  into  the  Pacific  Ocean  about  175  miles  south  of  the  mouth  of 
the  Columbia  Biver. 

A  partial  examination  of  the  stream  from  Scottsburg,  26  miles  above 
its  mouth,  up  to  Bosebnrg,  about  70  or  80  miles  above  Scottsburg,  was 
made  in  1870,  and  it  was  found  to  be  obstructed  throughout  between 
those  points  py  rapids,  and  in  some  places  divided  at  extreme  low 
water  into  half  a  dozen  or  more  streams,  varying  in  width  from  2  to  30 
feet,  separated  from  each  other  by  walls  of  rock  as  high  as  6  feet 
(Annual  lieport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1871,  p.  909.) 

The  original  project  for  improvement,  adopted  in  1871  (printed  in  the 
Annual  lieport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1871,  p.  909),  provided 
for  blasting  and  removing,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $22,500,  some  of  the 
principal  obstructions  between  Scottsburg  and  Bosebnrg,  to  enable 
small  steamboats  to  navigate  that  portion  of  the  stream.  The  stream 
was  improved  as  contemplated  in  the  fall  of  1871,  but  steamboating 
in  that  portion  of  it  proved  unprofitable  and  was  discontinued, 
(reports  printed  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for 
1872,  pp.  986,  988-989.) 

In  1885  the  Secretary  of  War  authorized  the  expenditure  of  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  the  appropriation  of  $22,500,  made  by  act  of  Con- 
gress of  March  3, 1871,  in  removing  some  reefs  near  and  below  Seotts- 
burg,  to  obtain  a  channel  3  feet  deep  at  low  water  and  50  feet  wide, 
for  the  benefit  of  small  screw  vessels  plying  the  stream  at  and  below 
Scottsburg.  (Annual  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1880, 
Part  III,  pp.  2333-2336,  and  for  1886,  Part  III,  p.  2006.) 

The  project  was  extended  in  1890  (Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  1887,  pp.  2499-2501 ;  for  1889,  pp.  2527-2528,  and  for  1890, 
pp.  3005-3009)  to  provide  for  removing  ledges  and  bowlders  at  and 
below  Scottsburg,  to  obtain  a  channel  50  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep  at 
low  water  in  the  26  miles  from  Scottsburg  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $9,000,  or  $33,500  including  previous  appropria- 
tions. The  revised  estimate  of  1894  (Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  ot 
Engineers  for  1894,  Part  lY,  pp.  2570-2571)  placed  the  additional 
amount  required  for  completing  the  project  at  $6,000,  making  the  total 
estimated  cost  $39,500. 

The  exx>enditures  to  June  30, 1897,  $33,529.98,  resulted  in  improving 
the  stream  above  Scottsburg  under  the  original  project,  as  above  stated, 
and  ID  beginning  the  work  of  making  a  channel  50  feet  wide  and  4  feet 
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deep  at  low  water  from  Scottsbnrg  to  the  month,  as  provided  by  the 
existing  project. 

The  expeuditares  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1898,  resulted 
in  the  removal  of  633.68  cubic  yards  of  stone  ft'om  the  ledges  below 
Scottsbnrg,  and  although  the  small  sum  available  for  prosecuting  the 
work  did  not  permit  of  obtaining  the  low- water  depth  of  4  feet  at  all 
IK>ints,  it  is  believed  that  the  channel  as  improved  fairly  meets  the 
requirements  of  the  present  limited  navigation  of  the  stream  between 
Scottsbnrg  and  the  mouth,  one  small  steamer  of  about  20  inches  draft, 
which  makes  daily  trips  between  those  points,  being  able  to  transport 
the  freight  and  passengers  offered. 

Commercial  iiaHiHa. 


Tons. 

1879 9,367 

1881 15,233 

1888 21,839 

1890 30,427 

1891 34,072 

1892 27,165 


Tons. 

1893 22,936 

1894 22,660 

1895 24,891 

1896 17,953 

1897 22,420 


NOTR. — ^The  statistics  for  1896  and  1897  are  for  calendar  years ;  those  for  years  prior 
tc>  1896  for  fiscal  years  <mdliig  June  30. 
Statisties  for  years  hot  named  are  noi  available. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $5,970.02 

June  30, 189iB,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5,689.91 


Julyl,  1898,  balance  unexpended •• 280.11 

(See  Appendix  T  T  7.) 

8.  Mouth  of  Siuslaw  River^  Oregon. — ^The  Siuslaw  Biver  enters  the 
sea  through  a  shifting  sand  beach  without  headland  or  other  fixed  point 
to  mark  the  entrance.  The  channel  across  this  outer  bar  has  a  range 
of  about  1  mile  and  the  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  varies  from  5  to  12 
feet  at  low  water. 

The  project  for  improvement  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  on 
August  4, 1891  (report  printed  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  1891,  Part  Y,  pp.  3175-3182),  provides  for  confining  the 
outgoing  and  incoming  waters  between  high-tide  rubblestone  jetties, 
so  located  as  to  direct  the  currents  upon  the  ocean  bar  in  a  direction 
practically  perpendicular  to  the  coast,  the  jetties  to  converge  until  they 
are  600  feet  apart  at  the  crest  of  the  bar,  the  north  jetty  to  be  4,500  feet 
long,  with  an  approach  to  a  wharf  located  under  Oannery  Hill  3,000 
feet  long,  the  south  jetty  to  be  3,200  feet  long,  with  an  approach  to  a 
wharf  located  opposite  Oannery  Hill  2,400  feet  long.  With  these  jet- 
ties it  i3  estimated  that  a  depth  of  8  feet  at  low  tide  will  be  maintained 
upon  the  bar  that  will  lie  in  front  of  the  entrance.  The  estimated  cost 
of  the  improvement  is  $700,000. 

The  charts  opposite  page  .3174  and  page  3178  of  the  Annual  Beport 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1891,  Part  V,  show  the  positions  of  the 
proposed  jetties. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  $95,327.37,  resulted  in  the 
construction  of  the  north  jetty  receiving  whar^  the  construction  of  a 
railway  trestle  approach  3,029  feet  long,  from  the  receiving  wharf  to  the 
root  of  the  north  jetty,  and  the  construction  of  483  feet  of  the  north 
jetty. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  resulted 
in  extending  the  north  jetty  for  the  distance  of  428  feet,  giving  it  a 
total  length  of  911  feet 
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Kotbing  has  been  done  toward  tbe  constrnction  of  tbe  soatb  jetty, 
tbe  project  providing  that  the  north  jetty  shall  be  constracted  first. 

The  depth  on  the  bar  has  not  been  materially  increased  since  the  con- 
struction of  the  north  jetty  was  begnn,  and  no  permanent  improve- 
ment in  that  lespect  is  anticipated  in  advance  of  the  further  extension 
of  the  north  jetty. 

The  maximum  draft  that  may  be  carried  June  30, 1898,  at  mean  low 
tide,  over  the  shoalest  part  of  the  locality  under  improvement  is  7^  feet. 

(hmmereial  iiatiaUea. 


Tons. 

1892 2.881 

1893 7,000 

1894 8,050 


Tons. 

1895 15,296 

1896 7,184 

1897 2,239 


The  statistics  for  1896  and  1897  are  for  calendar  years;  the  statistics  for  the  yean 
previous  to  1896  are  for  fiscal  years  ending  June  30. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended .• $26,672.63 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 24, 576. 93 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2^095.70 

July  1, 1898,  outotanding  liabilities 60.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 2,035.70 

'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 578,000. 00 

Amount  tliat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  Jnne30,1900    30, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  T  T  8.) 

9.  Ahea  River y  Oregon, — The  31  miles  of  the  stream  from  the  upper 
forks  down  to  the  head  of  tide,  in  which  distance  there  is  an  average 
fall  of  8  feet  to  the  mile,  was  originally  much  obstructed  by  rocks  and 
by  drift  collected  by  three  small  wooded  islands. 

The  project  adopted  in  1896  (printed  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1895,  Part  V,  pp.  3605-3509)  provided  for  iinprov- 
ing  the  downstream  navigation  of  the  Alsea  Biver  at  the  higher  stages, 
from  the  upper  forks  down  to  the  head  of  tide,  by  removing  the  natural 
obstructions  so  that  roughly  constructed  push  boats,  from  28  to  36  feet 
long  with  6  to  8  foot  beams  and  carrying  from  10,000  to  16,000  pounds 
of  freight  each,  c6uld  be  taken  downstream  with  less  danger,  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  the  improvement  being  $3,000. 

The  expenditures  to  June 30, 1897,  $2!l.l9,  were  for  preliminaries. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  resulted 
in  the  removal  of  all  isolated  rocks,  and  snags,  logs,  stumps,  etc.,  that 
interfered  with  high-water  navigation  in  the  31  miles  covered  by  the 
project,  and  the  trees  and  brush  on  the  several  islands  were  also  cut 
close  to  the  ground  and  burned,  to  prevent  tliem  from  collecting  drift. 

It  has  been  impracticable  to  obtain  a  statement  of  the  commerce 
handled  on  this  stream*  It  may  be  stated,  however,  that  the  only  other 
means  of  transporting  the  products  of  the  Upper  Alsea  Valley  is  by  a 
tedious  and  costly  haul  over  a  rough  mountain  road  to  Oorvallis,  Oreg., 
the  cost  varying,  with  the  condition  of  the  road,  from  50  cents  to  $1.25 
per  100  pounds.  The  cost  of  transporting  the  products  down  the  Alsea 
Biver  in  push  boats  (costing  from  $16  to  $20  each,  and  abandoned  after 
one  trip)  varies  from  12^  cents  to  16  cents  per  100  pounds. 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $2,970.81 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,920.19 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 1,060.08 

(See  Appendix  T  T  9.) 
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10.  Taquina  Bay^  Oregon, — Prior  to  improvement  the  prevailing  depth 
over  the  bar  at  the  entrance  to  the  bay  varied  from  7  to  8  feet  at  low 
tide,  and  three  distinct  channels  existed,  known  as  the  north,  middle, 
and  south  channels.  The  mean  rise  of  tide  was  about  7  feet.  The 
south  channel  was  the  one  most  used,  but  was  rendered  dangerous  by 
the  presence  of  rocks.  The  middle  channel,  although  free  of  rocks,  was 
usually  the  shoalest  of  the  three  and  was,  therefore,  seldom  used.  The 
north  channel,  besides  being  long  and  tortuous,  was  so  studded  with 
Tocks  that  it  was  considered  unnavigable.  Owing  to  the  shifting  nature 
of  the  bar,  these  channels  were  constantly  changing,  both  in  position 
and  depth. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  June  14,  1880,  appropriated  $40,000  for  the 
improvement  of  the  entrance  to  Yaquina  Bay.  As  this  appropriation 
was  made  without  a  survey  by  the  Engineer  Department  having  been 
first  made,  the  officer  charged  with  the  duty  of  submitting  a  plan  for 
improvement  was  authorized  to  first  make  a  careful  survey  of  the  har- 
bor. This  survey  was  made  in  August-October,  1880,  and  the  project 
for  improvement,  dated  December  11, 1880,  as  approved  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  provided  for  constructing  a  jetty  on  the  south  side  of  the 
entrance  to  cause  the  south  channel  to  shoal  up  and  the  flow  of  the 
waters  to  be  deflected  northward  so  as  to  scour  out  and  maintain  the 
central  channel  with  the  least  depth  of  17  feet  at  high-tide  level,  the 
jetty  to  start  from  near  low-tide  line  and  run  out  to  sea  2,500  feet,  and 
to  rise  to  2  feet  above  mean  low  tide.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  jetty 
was  placed  at  $465,000. 

The  rubblestone  for  the  jetty  was  to  be  deposited  in  place  from 
barges,  and  in  cribs  if  practicable.  It  was  found,  however,  that  cribs 
could  not  be  used,  on  account  of  the  strong  currents  and  high  seas,  and 
that  the  ocean  swell,  even  in  quiet  weather,  was  too  great  to  permit  the 
use  of  barges.  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  to  build  the  jetty  from  the 
shore  end  by  carrying  the  rubblestone  for  it  out  over  a  tramway  built 
on  piles  driven  along  the  line  of  the  proposed  jetty,  and  this  change  of 
method  of  construction  necessitated  the  amendment,  in  1882,  of  the 
project  so  as  to  provide  that  the  enrockment  of  the  jetty  be  raised  to 
high-tide  level,  instead  of  to  2  feet  above  mean  low-tide  level.  This 
increased  the  proposed  length  of  the  jetty  from  2,500  feet  to  about 
3,748  feet 

The  scope  of  the  project  was  extended  in  1888  (printed  in  the  Annual 
Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1889,  Part  IV,  pp.  2517-2521),  so 
as  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  mid-tide  jetty  on  the  north  side  of 
the  entrance,  running  out  to  sea  in  a  southwesterly  direction  from  the 
headland  for  about  2,300  feet  to  a  point  opposite  the  outer  end  of  the 
south  jetty,  so  as  to  give  an  entrance  width  of  1,000  feet. 

An  estimate  submitted  January  13, 1890  (printed  in  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1890,  p.  2967),  placed  the  cost  of  complet- 
ing the  project  at  about  $370,(K)0.  which,  with  the  sums  previously  appro- 
priated (9385,000),  brought  the  total  estimated  cost  up  to  $755,0(M). 

In  1892  the  project  was  again  amended  (printed  in  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1893,  Part  IV,  pp.  3357-^359),  so  as  to  pro- 
vide that  the  north  jetty  should  be  built  up  to  full  high-tide  level,  to 
force  both  the  incoming  and  outgoing  waters  to  pass  entirely  between 
the  jetties,  instead  of  permitting  a  portion  of  them  to  pass  over  the  north 
jetty;  and,  also,  to  construct  3  groins  100  feet  long  and  2  groins  (K)  feet 
long,  from  the  north  side  of  the  south  jetty,  to  protect  the  latter  from 
the  encroachment  and  undermining  action  of  the  channel  current,  which 
was  taking  up  a  position  very  close  to  the  south  jetty  near  its  outer 
end« 
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The  sundry  civil  act  of  March  2, 1895,  provided  for  the  appointmeut 
of  a  Board,  to  consist  of  three  officers  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  to  make 
an  examination  of  the  bar  of  the  Yaqoina  Bay,  in  Oregon,  with  a  view 
to  a  project  for  deeper  water. 

The  report  of  the  Board  dated  October  11, 1895  (printed  in  the  Annual 
Keport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for' 1896,  Part  V,  pp.  3284-3309),  was 
that  if  any  further  permanent  deepening  of  the  bar  could  be  made,  it 
would  be  only  by  extending  the  north  jetty  2,100  feet  and  the  south 
jetty  2,000  feet,  the  new  portions  of  the  jetties  to  be  parallel  and  1,000 
feet  apart,  and  to  be  built  of  heavy  riprap  brought  up  to  the  level  of 
high  tide.  It  was  also  submitted  that,  in  the  event  of  such  further 
extension  of  the' jetties,  the  south  jetty  should  have  on  the  channel  side 
groins  of.  riprap  every  300  feet  to  prevent  it  from  being  undermined; 
that  a  spur  800  feet  long  should  be  built  from  the  channel  side  of  the 
present  south  jetty  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  greater  depth  of 
water  over  the  inner  bar  that  had  formed  in  recent  years,  and  that  idl 
projecting  rocks,  in  the  path  of  vessels  should  be  blasted  out  to  the 
general  level  of  the  rock  bottom.  The  cost  of  this  additional  work  was 
estimated  by  the  Board  at  $1,025,000,  making  the  estimated  total  cost, 
including  previous  appropriations,  $1,710,000. 

The  Board  in  its  report  observed  that  the  law  did  not  call  upon  it 
<^to  express  any  opinion  as  to  whether  a  further  i>ermanent  deepening 
of  the  water  on  the  bar  is  practicable,  or,  if  practicable,  whether  the 
commerce  of  the  port,  present  or  prospective,  will  justify  a  further 
expenditure."  The  report,  therefore,  was  silent  as  to  the  worthiness  or 
unworthiness  of  an  attempt  to  further  improve  the  locality  at  an  expense 
to  the  United  States  of  over  $1,000,000. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  provided  for — 

Improvinj;  Taqnina  Bay,  Oregon:  Continning  improyement,  twenty-five  tbonsand 
dollars:  Provided,  That  contracts  may  be  entered  into  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
sncii  materials  and  work  aB  may  be  necessary  to  complete  the  project  as  recommended 
by  the  Board  of  Officers  of  the  Enginer  Corps  October  eleyentby  eighteen  handred 
and  ninety-five,  to  be  paid  for  as  appropriations  may  f^om  time  to  time  be  made  by 
law,  not  to  exceed  in  the  aggregate  one  million  dollars,  exolufliye  of  amount  herein 
and  heretofore  appropriated. 

The  project  of  the  officer  in  immediate  charge  of  Yaquina  Bay  improve- 
ment, dated  November  16, 1896,  for  carrying  on  the  work  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  Gougress  of  June  3, 1896,  provided  for  entering 
into  a  continuing  contract  for  extending  the  jetties,  building  the  south 
jetty  groins  and  800-foot  spur,  and  removing  the  obstructing  rocks,  as 
outlined  in  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Engineer  Officers  dated  October 
11, 1895,  the  north  jetty  to  be  extended  first,  however,  inasmuch  'as 
there  appeared  to  be  a  possibility  that  further  extension  of  the  south 
jetty  would  not  be  necessary.  This  project  was  submitted  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  for  approval  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  on  December  26, 
1896.    It  was  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  on  February  15, 1898. 

The  expenditures  up  to  June  30, 1897,  $084,958.96,  resulted  in  com- 
pleting both  jetties  in  accordance  with  the  original  project  of  1880  and 
as  amended  in  1882, 1888,  and  1892,  with  the  exception  of  placing  abont 
15,000  tons  of  stone  on  the  north  jetty.  This  work  resulted  in  obtain- 
ing from  14  to  15  feet  of  water  on  the  bar  at  mean  lower  low  water  ^21 
to  22  feet  at  high  water,  where  the  project  called  for  only  17  feet),  thereoy 
completing  the  projects  of  1880, 1882, 1888,  and  1892  so  far  as  the  depth 
to  be  obtained  is  concerned. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  were 
for  caring  for  the  work  done  in  previous  years  and  for  the  Government 
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plant,  and  in  preparing  specifications  for  extending  the  jetties,  etc., 
under  a  continning  contract  in  accordance  ^itb  the  project  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  on  February  16, 1808. 

The  chart  opposite  page  2680  of  the  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Ohief  of 
Engineers  for  1882,  Part  III,  shows  the  positions  of  the  three  channels 
at  the  entrance  to  the  bay  at  the  time  the  survey  was  made  in  1880. 
The  chart  opx)08ite  page  3360  of  the  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  1893,  Part  IV,  shows  the  manner  in  which  the  south  chan- 
nel has  been  completely  filled  up,  and  the  middle  channel  developed, 
through  the  agency  of  the  jetties. 

The  maximum  draft  that  may  be  carried  on  June  30, 1898,  at  mean 
low  tide,  over  the  shoalest  part  of  the  locality  under  improvement  is 
about  15  feet. 

Ocmmeroidl  §taii9Hc8, 


Tons. 

1889 1,830 

1883... •. 1,580 

1884.. 8,169 

1885 21,012 

1886 42,563 

1887 19,605 

1888a 270,583 

1889 52,946 


Tons. 

1890 49,121 

1891 61,626 

1892 44,956 

1893 24,490 

1894 23,345 

1895 20,152 

1896 17,940 

1897 15,418 


a  The  oommeroe  for  1888  waB  prinoipaUy  sopplies  for  the  Oregon  Pacific  Railroad, 
then  nnder  oonstmction. 

The  Btatistios  for  1896, 1896,  and  1897  are  for  calendar  years,  those  for  years  prior 
to  1895  for  fiscal  years  ending  Jnne  30. 

The  $400,000  given  in  the  appended  money  statement  as  the  '<  amount 
that  can  be  profitably  ezi>ended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900,"  is 
the  amount  that  can  be  expended  in  that  year  provided  Congress  deems 
that  the  further  extension  of  the  present  jetties  will  result  in  obtaining 
d6ex)er  water,  or  that  the  present  or  prospective  commerce  of  the  section 
requires  deeper  water. 

Jnly  1.1897.  balance  unexpended $25,041.04 

Jane  90, 1898,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 2,420.32 


Jnlyl,  1808,  balance  nnexpended... 
Joly  1, 1898,  ontstanding  liabiUtiea. 


Jaly  1, 1888,  batanoe  avaUable. 


22, 620. 72 
85.33 

22,535.39 


{Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1, 000, 000. 00 
Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane 
30,  1900 400,000.00 
Snbmitted  in  compliance  with  reqnirements  of  sections  2  of  rirer  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  T  T  10.) 

11.  Nesiugga  River ^  Oregon. — ^Before  improvement  a  rocky  reef  on 
the  south  side  of  the  entrance  to  Nestugga  Bay  about  100  feet  long, 
from  24  to  30  feet  wide,  and  rising  to  about  the  level  of  extreme  low 
tide,  interfered  with  navigation.  The  depth  of  water  around  the  reef^— 
from  12  feet  along  the  seaboard  side  to  9  feet  at  the  channel  end  and  6 
feet  on  the  upper  or  bay  side — was  sufiQcient  for  the  coasting  vessels 
which  occasionally  visited  the  river. 

The  project  for  improvement  adopted  in  1896  (printed  in  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1895,  Part  V,  pp.  3509-^3510),  pro- 
vided for  removing  the  rocky  reef  to  the  depth'of  9  feet  at  low  tide,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $6,000. 
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The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  $82.78,  were  for  a  survey  of  the 
reef,  and  its  partial  removal  under  a  contract  with  Normile  &  Fastabeud 
dated  May  1, 1897. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  resulted 
in  completing  the  removal  of  the  reef  as  provided  in  the  project. 

The  maximum  draft  that  may  be  carried  over  the  reef  on  June  30, 
1898,  at  mean  low  tide  is  about  9  feet. 

It  has  been  impracticable  to  obtain  a  statement  of  the  commerce  of 
the  locality. 

Joly  If  1897,  balance  tmexpended 16,917.22 

Jane  30, 18SK8,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 6,386.10 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 682.12 

(See  Appendix  T  T  11.) 

12.  Tillamook  Bay  and  Baty  Oregon. — Tillamook  Bay  is  an  indenta- 
tion of  the  Oregon  coast,  having  a  tidal  area  of  about  13.5  square  miles, 
aud  lies  about  50  miles  south  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  Biver. 

The  mean  tide  at  this  point  is  about  6.5  feet  At  low  tide  the  bay 
inside  presents  a  succession  of  sand  and  mud  flats,  traversed  by  four 
channel^  of  fair  depth  at  the  entrance,  but  which  shoal  to  a  low-tide 
depth  of  but  1  or  2  feet  near  the  head  of  the  bay.  These  channels  are 
designated  as  follows:  Bay  City  Channel,  Garibaldi  Channel,  Middle 
Channel,  and  Old  South  Channel.  The  usual  bar  exists  at  the  entrance 
to  the  bay,  but  has  from  10  to  15  feet  of  water  over  it  at  low  tide, 
which  is  sufficient  for  vessels  that  have  occasion  to  visit  the  towns  on 
the  Bay  City  Channel  and  Tillamook  City,  on  Hoquarten  Slough.  Kil- 
chis  Biver,  Wilson  River,  Hoquarten  Slough,  Trask  Biver,  and  Tilla- 
mook Biver  empty  into  Tillamook  Bay  ^m  the  southeast.  These 
streams  are  mountain  streams  in  their  upper  portions  and  tidal  sloughs 
in  their  lower  portions.  The  map  between  pp.  324St3249,  Part  V  of 
the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1896,  shows  the 
courses  of  the  above-named  channels  and  streams. 

Tillamook  City,  on  Hoquarten  Slough,  and  the  principal  town  of  the 
region,  can  be  reached  only  by  light-draft  vessels  at  high  tide,  the  route 
being  by  way  of  Garibaldi  Channel  to  the  mouth  of  Hoquarten  Slough* 
The  only  other  places  of  importance  are  on  the  north  shore  of  the  bay, 
and  are  reached  by  way  of  the  Bay  City  ChanneL  As  the  only  navi- 
gable connection  between  these  two  channels  was  originally  near  the 
entrance  to  the  bay,  vessels  going  to  points  on  the  north  shore  were 
compelled  to  retrace  their  course  nearly  to  the  entrance  in  order  to 
proceed  to  Tillamook  City  by  way  of  the  Garibaldi  Channel. 

The  original  project  adopted  in  1888  (printed  in  the  Annual  Beportol 
the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1888,  Part  III,  pp.  2162-2154)  provided  for 
aiding  vessels  to  reach  Tillamook  City  by  secunng  a  mean  high-tide 
depth  of  9  feet  over  Dry  Stocking  Bar,  near  the  mouth  of  Hoquarten 
Slough,  by  means  of  a  deflecting  dike  to  concentrate  the  water  and  by 
removing  snags  and  overhanging  trees  along  Hoquarten  Slough  as  far 
up  as  Tillamook  City.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  work  was  placed  at 
$5,200.  This  estimate  was  increased  to  $5,700  in  1S9(»,  the  additional 
$500  being  required  to  repair  a  portion  of  the  dike  constructed  up  to 
that  time  at  Dry  Stocking  Bar. 

The  project  was  extended  upon  report  of  survey  dated  October  19, 
1891  (printed  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1892. 
Part  III,  pp.  2741-2752),  to  provide  for  cutting  a  navigable  channel 
through  the  sand  and  mud  flat  separating  Bay  City  Channel  from  Gari- 
baldi ChanneL    This  amended  project  also  provided  for  constructing 
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additional  dikes  at  various  points  to  farther  aid  vessels  to  reach  Tilla- 
mook City.  The  estimated  cost  of  completing  the  project  was  placed 
at  $100,000,  or  $105,700  Inclnding  previoas  appropriations. 

The  expenditures  to  Jane  30, 1897,  $52,221.86,  resulted  in  the  cutting 
of  a  navigable  channel  through  the  sand  and  mud  flat  separating  Bay 
Gity  Channel  from  Oaribaldi  Channel,  and  in  the  following  named 
work  designed  to  increase  the  flow  and  depth  of  water  in  Garibaldi 
Channel  and  Hoquarten  Slough  so  as  to  aid  vessels  to  reach  Tillamook 
City :  The  removal  of  snags  and  overhanging  trees  in  Hoquarten  Slough 
as  far  up  as  Tillamook  City;  the  construction  of  a  dike  across  the  head 
of  Middle  Channel;  a  dike  across  lower  mouth  of  Kilchis  Biver;  a  dike 
across  the  head  of  Old  South  Channel;  a  dike  across  the  lower  mouth 
of  Wilson  Biver;  a  dike  at  Dry  Stocking  Bar;  a  dike  across  the  head 
of  South  Fork  of  Trask  Biver;  a  dike  across  North  Fork  of  Trask 
Biver,  and  excavating  a  channel  from  the  North  Fork  of  Trask  Biver 
to  Hoquarten  Slough  by  means  of  which  the  waters  of  both  forks  of 
Trask  Biver  are  emptied  into  Hoquarten  Slough  above  Dry  Stocking 
Bar. 

The  channel  dredged  through  the  sand  and  mud  flat  separating  Gari- 
baldi and  Bay  City  channels  enables  vessels  to  proceed  directly  to  the 
head  of  the  bay  by  way  of  Garibaldi  Channel,  after  visiting  Bay  City 
and  other  points  on  the  Bay  City  Channel,  without  having  to  return 
nearly  to  the  entrance  to  the  bay  in  order  to  reach  the  Garibaldi  Chan- 
nel. The  several  dikes  constructed  with  the  view  of  increasing  the 
flow  and  depth  of  water  in  Garibaldi  Channel  and  Hoquarten  Slough 
to  aid  vessels  to  reach  Tillamook  City  have  been  the  means  of  some- 
what increasing  the  depth  as  far  up  as  Dry  Stocking  Bar,  but  it  is  not 
anticipated  that  full  benefits  in  this  respect  will  be  secured  until  the 
work  contemplated  by  the  project  for  improvement  is  nearer  the  point 
of  completion. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  were 
for  the  services  of  a  watchman  and  for  the  removal  of  some  snags  in 
Hoquarten  Slough. 

Commercial  aiatisHoB, 


Tona. 

1889 8,571 

1890 27,427 

1891 28,292 

1892 33,220 


Tons. 

1893 18,316 

1895 29,742 

1896 25,977 

1897 29,406 


NoTK. — ^The  statistics  for  1896  and  1897  are  for  calendar  years,  those  for  years  prior 
to  1896  for  fiscal  years  ending  June  30. 
Statistics  for  years  not  named  ore  not  available. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  nnezpended $1,478.14 

June  80, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 548.06 


July  1, 1898,  balance  onexpended 


930.06 


f  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  exist! n^^  project 52, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expend  ed  in  fiscal  year  end  ing  June  30, 1900    25, 000. 00 
Bnbmitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897» 

(See  Appendix  T  T  12.) 

13»  Upper  Columbia  a/nd  SnaJce  rivers^  Oregon  and  Washington. — [This 
work  was  in  the  charge  of  Capt.  Harry  Taylor,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
until  November  30, 1897.]  This  designation  includes  the  125  miles  of 
the  Columbia  Biver  from  Celilo,  Oreg.,  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  Snake 
Biver,  and  the  150  miles  of  the  latter  stream  from  its  mouth  up  to 
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Asotin,  ^ash.,  about  7  miles  above  Lewiston,  Idaho.  Both  streams 
between  those  points  were  originally  much  obstructed  by  rocky  bars 
which  caused  rapids,  the  ruling  depth  over  many  of  which  was  from  2 
to  3  feet  at  low  water,  while  some  were  impassable  at  low  water.  These 
bars,  together  with  the  narrow  and  crooked  character  of  the  channel  at 
many  places,  rendered  navigation  by  light-draft  steamboats  difficult 
and  dangerous. 

The  original  obstructions  between  Gelilo  and  Asotin  ore  described 
in  detail  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  fot  1875 
(Part  II,  pp.  772-787)  and  for  1877  (Part  II,  pp.  103^-1041). 

The  present  obstructions  in  Snake  River  in  the  66  miles  from  its 
mouth  up  to  Biparia,  Wash.,  are  described  in  report  of  survey  printed 
in  House  Doc.  No.  411,  Fifty- fifth  Congress,  second  session;  also 
printed  as  Appendix  T  T  27  of  this  report. 

The  navigable  capacity  of  the  Columbia  and  Snake  rivers,  and  also 
Clearwater  River,  Idaho  (a  tributary  of  Snake  River),  and  the  charac- 
ter and  scope  of  country  drained  by  them  are  shown  in  the  Annual 
Reports  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1885  (Part  III,  p.  2426),  for  1886 
(Part  III,  p.  1942),  and  for  1894  (Part  IV,  p.  2664). 

The  condition  of  Snake  River  above  Lewiston  and  the  character  of 
the  country  bordering  it  are  described  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1882  (Part  III,  pp.  2716-2722),  for  1885  (Part 
in,  pp.  2440-2442),  and  for  1891  (Part  V,  pp.  3285^294). 

An  examination  of  some  of  the  principal  obstructions  in  the  upper 
Columbia  was  made  as  early  as  1867. 

The  first  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the  upper  Columbia 
was  made  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  June  10, 1872. 

The  improvement  of  Snake  River  was  added  to  the  project  by  the 
act  of  Congress  of  August  14, 1876. 

As  a  full  and  continuous  survey  of  the  two  streams  from  Celilo  to 
Asotin  has  never  been  made,  it  is  impossible  to  state  the  amount  that 
will  probably  be  required  to  remove  all  obstructions  and  construct 
deflecting  dikes  where  necessary  to  contract  and  deepen  the  water. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  $278,231.95,  resulted  in  removing 
many  of  tbe  worst  obstructions  in  both  streams,  in  the  construction  of 
a  deflecting  dike  at  Log  Cabin  Rapids  in  Snake  River,  38  miles  below 
Lewiston,  and  in  the  partial  construction  of  a  deflecting  dike  at  Wild 
Goose  Island  Rapids,  73  miles  below  Lewiston. 

Although  the  work  done  has  not  greatly  Increased  the  depth  of  the 
streams  throughout  the  distance  from  CelUo  to  Asotin,  it  has  increased 
the  depth  at  many  points  where  the  water  was  originally  so  shallow  as 
to  render  light-draft  steamboat  navigation  impossible  at  low  water, 
and  has  improved  the  conditions  at  the  worst  points  to  such  an  extent 
that  they  are  less  dangerous  to  competent  navigators  who  are  acquainted 
with  them.  The  construction  of  railroads  along  and  adjacent  to  the 
Columbia  and  Snake  rivers,  and  the  fact  that  the  lower  portion  of  the 
Snake  can  be  navigated  during  the  high  water  period  of  each  spring 
only,  has  caused  the  steamers  to  abandon  the  streams  between  Celilo 
and  Riparia.  Therefore  the  work  of  improvement  has,  since  1882,  been 
confined  to  that  portion  of  Snake  River  from  Riparia  up  to  Asotin. 
The  importance  of  the  stream  for  purposes  of  navigation  between 
Riparia  and  Asotin  increases 'each  year. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  were 
for  extending  the  deflecting  dike  at  Wild  Goose  Island  Rapids,  and 
resulted  in  obtaining  an  additional  depth  of  1  foot  in  the  channel  at 
that  place. 
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The  maximum  draft  that  may  be  carried  on  June  30, 1898,  at  mean 
low  water,  over  the  shoalest  point  in  the  Snake  river  in  the  77  miles 
between  Biparia  and  Lewiston  (the  points  between  which  the  two 
steamboats  in  the  stream  make  regalar  trips)  is  abont  4^  feet. 


Commercial  §iaiistie8. 

The  prinoipal  article  of  eommeroe  is  wheat,  which  is  taken  b^  two  steamboats 
operated  by  the  Oregon  Railroad  and  Navigation  Company,  principally  from  points 
between  Lewiston  and  Riparia,  to  the  latter  point,  ana  then  taken  by  rail  to  Port- 
land for  export  to  Earope.  The  Oregon  Railroad  and  Navigation  Company  is  now 
building  another  steamboat  to  assist  m  handling  the  wheat  along  Snake  River.  • 

Ton*. 

1893 19,364 

1894 9,902 

1895 87,100 

1896 25,977 


Ton*. 

1876 18,230 

1879 65,975 

1«H 30,260 

1891 31,400 

1892 19.167 


Note.— The  statistics  for,  1896  are  for  the  calendar  year,  those  for  years  prior  to 
1896  for  fiscal  year8  ending  June  30.    Statistics  for  years  not  named  are  not  available. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $2,768.05 

December  30, 1897,  reimbursement  for  property  transferred 414. 00 


Jnne  $0, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 


July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 


3, 182. 05 
2, 461. 38 

720.67 


{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project Indefinite. 
Amount  thatcan  be  profitably  expended  infiscalvear  ending  Jone30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  T  T  13.) 

14.  Columbia  River  at  Three-mile  Rapids^  and  the  construction  and 
equipment  of  a  boat  railway  from  the  foot  of  The  Dalles  Rapids  to  the  head 
of  Celilo  FiUlSj  Oregon  and  Washington. — ^Vessels  drawing  20  or  more 
feet  of  water  easily  ascend  the  Golambia  Biver  from  its  month  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean  to  a  point  2^  miles  below  Yanconver,  Wash.,  or  a  distance 
of  abont  100  miles,  and  river  steamers  drawing  about  8  feet  of  water 
navigate  the  stream  to  The  Dalles,  Greg.,  a  farther  distance  of  about 
110  miles.  Near  The  Dalles  navigation  is  completely  obstructed  at  all 
times,  viz,  in  the  distance  of  12  miles  are  Three-mile  Eapids;a  crooked 
channel  1,500  feet  in  length,  narrow  and  much  obstructed  by  rocks  and 
currents;  then  Five-mile  Eapids  (The  Dalles)  where  for  a  mile  and  a 
half  the  river  rushes  with  great  velocity  between  precipitous  walls  of 
basalt  150  to  300  feet  apart;  then  Ten-mile  Bapids,  a  similar  gorge  one- 
half  mile  in  length,  and,  last,  Gelilo  Falls,  with  a  sheer  fall  of  20  feet. 
In  these  12  miles  the  total  fall  in  the  stream  at  low  water  is  about  80 
feet.  The  navigable  capacity  of  the  Columbia  above  Gelilo  Falls,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  Snake  and  Olearwater  rivers,  and  the  character  of 
the  country  which  would  be  benefited  by  any  improvement  that  would 
enable  steamers  to  pass  the  obstructions  in  the' 12  miles  of  the  Colum- 
bia from  Three-mile  Eapids  up  to  Celilo  Falls,  are  described  in  the 
Annual  Reports  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1885  (Part  III,  p.  2426), 
for  1886  (Part  III,  p.  1942),  and  ior  1894  (Part  IV,  p.  2664). 

The  project  for  providing  means  for  boats  to  pass  the  obstructions  in 
the  Columbia  between  Three-mile  Eapids  and  Celilo  Falls,  adopted  in 
1894  (printed  in  the  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1894, 
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Part  IV,  pp.  2664-2680),  as  outlined  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  Angnst 
18, 1894,  is  as  follows : 

Improviog  Columbia  River,  Oregon  and  Washington,  at  Three-Mile  Rapids,  and 
the  consttiictioD  and  eqnipment  of  a  boat  railway  from  the  foot  of  The  Dalles  Rapids 
to  the  bead  of  Celilo  Falls,  said  boat  railway  to  be  provided  at  each  terminns  with 
hydraulic  lifts,  and  other  necessary  appliances,  for  the  purposes  of  raising  and  low- 
eriug  the  boats  on  suitable  cars  to  and  irom  its  tracks,  the  whole  to  be  located,  con- 
structed, and  equipped  for  the  passage  of  eight  boats  of  six  hundred  tons  each  in 
each  direction  in  twelve  hours,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Columbia  River,  substan- 
tially in  accordance  with  the  location  and  plans  submitted*  by  the  lioard  of  Engi- 
neers, appointed  by  the  President  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  July  thirteenth,  eighteen  nnndred  and  ninety-two. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  proposed  boat  railway  is  $2,264,467. 

The  line  of  the  proposed  boat  railway  is  shown  on  the  map  opposite 
page  i3590  of  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1895, 
PaitV. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  $11,182.40,  resulted  in  a  survey 
of  the  line  of  the  proposed  boat  railway,  in  obtaining  title  to  the  greater 
part  of  the  land  required  for  right  of  way  and  terminal  facilities,  and 
in  partially  preparing  plans  for  the  railway  and  its  appurtenances. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  were 
in  payment  for  land  and  in  continuing  the  preparation  of  plans  for  the 
railway. 

July  1, 1897, balance  unexpended. $288,817.60 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4, 416. 22 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 234,401.38 

July  1, 1898, outstanding  liabilities 19.95 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available. 234,381.43 

r  Amount  f estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project *  2, 014, 467. 00 

<  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
I     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867. . 

(See  Appendix  T  T  14.) 

15,  Canal  at  the  Cascades,  Columbia  River,  Oregon. — ^The  waters  of  the 
Columbia  Eiver  pass  through  the  Cascade  Mountain  Eange  in  a  narrow 
rocky  gorge  about  4^  miles  in  length,  known  as  the  '^  Cascades."  In 
the  upper  2,500  feet  of  this  gorge  there  is  a  fall  of  about  24  feet  at 
low  water,  which  completely  obstructed  navigation.  Throughout  the 
lo^'V'er  portion  of  the  gorge  the  channel  was  much  obstructed  by  large 
bowlders,  rocks,  and  reefs,  and  the  slope  of  the  river  was  so  great  and 
its  width  so  contracted  that  rapids  were  formed  which  were  navigable' 
only  during  the  lower  stages. 

The  scope  and  character  of  the  country  drained  by  the  Columbia 
Biver,  and  the  benefits  which  would  accrue  to  it  from  the  improvement 
of  the  upper  portion  of  the  stream  for  purposes  of  navigation,  are  cited 
in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1885  (Part  111,  p. 
2426)  and  for  1886  (Part  III,  p.  1942). 

The  difficulties  encountered  in  preparing  definite  and  detailed  plans 
for  improving  the  locality  known  as  the  '^ Cascades"  are  described  as 
follows  in  the  report  of  a  Board  of  Engineer  Officers  (printed  in  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1895,  Part  V,  p.  3577): 

The  work  to  surmount  the  Cascades  of  the  Columbia  River  has  no  counterpart. 
It  is  also  without  precedent  in  the  conditions  snrrouuding  it.  At  its  inception  and 
during  its  progress  the  conditions  to  be  met  were  unknown^  but  by  obserYationB 
are  gradually  being  revealed. 

*  Erroneously  giyen  as  $2,114,467  in  last  Amioal  Beport. 
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When  the  work  of  improvement  began  no  records  or  obaeryations  exieted  giving 
information  with  reference  to  the  physics  and  hydraulics  of  the  Columbia  River,  or 
its  capacity  for  navigation ;  nothing  was  known  as  to  the  phenomena  accompanying 
the  various  phases  of  floods  at  the  Cascades,  such  as  the  variations  in  the  differences 
in  level  at  head  and  foot  of  rapids  during  the  progress  of  floods.  No  record  existed 
of  the  heights  of  water  at  extreme  stages,  so  essential  in  planning  a  work  subject  to 
each  contingencies  and  dangers. 

The  original  project  for  improvement  (report  of  Board  of  Engineer 
Officers,  printed  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers  for 
1878,  Part  II,  pp.  1333-1344)  provided  for  a  lockage  around  the  upper 
(principal)  rapid  at  the  Cascades,  at  all  stages,  by  means  of  a  canal  on 
the  Oregon  shore  about  3,000  feet  long,  and  two  locks  (combined)  300 
feet  by  70  feet,  with  14  and  12  foot  lifts  and  an  extreme  low- water  draft 
of  8  feet 

It  being  considered  that  boats  could  not  navigate  the  rapids  below 
the  proposed  canal  during  high  stages,  the  project  was  modified  in  1880 
(report  of  Board  of  Engineer  Officers  printed  in  the  Annu^  Bex>ort  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1881,  Part  III,  pp.  2570-2582)  to  secure  navigation 
through  the  canal  at  all  stages  up  to  20  feet  only,  above  low  water  at 
the  foot  of  the  upper  rapids  by  constructing  a  single  lock  462  feet  by 
90  feet  with  a  lift  of  about  24  feet,  and  a  guard  gate  at  the  head  of  the 
canal  462  feet  above  the  upper  lock  gate  to  exclude  the  high  water, 
future  work  to  be  conducted,  however,  with  the  view  of  making  the 
canal  available  for  use  at  stages  higher  than  20  feet  above  low  water 
at  the  foot  of  the  upper  rapids  should  it  be  found  later  on  that  the 
improvement  of  the  rapids  below  the  canal  permitted  boats  to  reach  the 
canal  during  higher  stages.  This  modification  also  provided  for  improv- 
ing the  rapids  below  the  canal  by  removing  the  obstructing  rocks  and 
reefs. 

The  original  plans  provided  for  wooden  guard  and  lock  gates.  In 
1888  the  plans  were  changed  to  provide  for  steel  gates  (report  of  Board 
of  Engineer  Officers  printed  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers for  1889,  Part  IV,  pp.  2551-2559). 

The  improvement  of  the  rapids  below  the  canal,  under  the  modified 
project  of  1880,  having  resulted  in  demonstrating  that  they  could  be 
navigated  at  much  higher  stages  than  20  feet  above  low  water  at  the 
foot  of  the  upper  rapids,  the  project  was  again  modified  in  1894  (report 
of  Board  of  Engineer  Officers  printed  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief 
of  Engineers  for  1895,  Part  V,  pp.  3571^3582)  to  provide  for  utilizing 
that  portion  of  the  canal  between  the  upper  gates  of  the  lock  and  the 
upper  guard  gate  as  a  second  lock  by  putting  in  a  concrete  floor  and 
side  walls,  thus  making  the  canal  available  for  use  during  all  stages  up 
to  42  feet  above  low  water  at  the  foot  of  the  upper  rapids.  This  modifi- 
cation also  provided  for  raising  the  prot'Cction  works  of  the  canal,  the 
height  of  which  had  been  based  on  the  flood  of  1876,  the  highest  water 
known  previous  to  1894,  to  make  them  conform  to  the  flood  height  of 
the  latter  year,  which  was  6  feet  above  that  of  1876. 

There  has  been  $3,673,000  appropriated  for  this  work,  and  the  amount 
(estimated)  required  for  its  completion  is  $334,260,  thus  making  the 
total  estimated  cost  $4,007,260. 

The  location  of  the  canal  and  locks,  and  the  rapids  and  contracted 
condition  of  the  stream  opposite  and  below  the  canal,  are  shown  on  the 
chart  opposite  page  2247  of  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers for  1884,  Part  III. 

The  expenditures  up  to  June  30, 1897,  $3,469,154.71,  resulted  in  the 
construction  of  the  canal  and  locks  up  to  a  point  which  permitted  navi- 
gation through  them,  and  in  removing  many  of  the  obstructions  in  the 

BNG  98—^2 


498    REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  OP  ENQINEERS,  U.  S.  ARMY. 

rapids  below  them.  Although  in  an  incomplete  state,  the  works  were 
opened  to  navigation  on  November  5,  1896,  and  have  been  used  since 
that  time,  excepting  when  high  water  made  it  impossible. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  were 
in  payment  of  liabilities  incurred  during  the  previous  year,  and  in 
quarrying  stone  and  using  same  in  revetting  the  north  slope  of  the 
embankment  separating  the  canal  and  the  Columbia  Biver.  This  por- 
tion of  the  work  has  now  reached  the  point  of  safety  against  damage 
by  floods  of  the  height  of  the  one  of  1894. 

Vessels  drawing  20  or  more  feet  of  water  ascend  the  Columbia  Biver 
from  its  mouth  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  up  to  a  point  2^  miles  below  Van- 
couver, Wash.,  or  a  distance  of  about  100  miles,  and  the  canal  and  locks 
at  the  Cascades,  together  with  the  improved  condition  of  the  rapids 
immediately  below  the  canal  and  locks,  afiord  means  for  steamers  draw- 
ing 8  feet  of  water  to  run  up  to  The  Dalles,  Oreg.,  a  farther  distance 
of  about  110  miles,  at  all  stages  up  to  42  feet  above  low  water  as  shown 
on  the  lower  gauge  at  the  canal. 

Commercial  statistics. — During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898, 
740  steamboats,  etc.,  passed  through  the  canal  and  locks,  carrying 
18,812.68  tons  of  freight  and  30,327  passengers. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $203, 845. 29 

June  30, 1898;  amount  expended  daring  fiBoal  year 183,138.86 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended ; 20,706.43 

July  1, 1898, outstanding  liabilities 576.80 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 20,129.63 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 334, 260. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,.1900  100, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  T  T  16.) 

16.  Operating  and  care  of  canal  and  locJcs  at  the  Cascades  of  the  Colum- 
bia Riverj  Oregon, — ^The  obstructions  existing  in  the  Oolumbia  Biver  at 
the  Oascades  are  described  in  the  preceding  report.  The  canal  and 
locks  which  pass  steamers  around  these  obstfuctions  were  opened  to 
navigation  on  November  5, 1896,  although  incomplete  in  many  details, 
and  have  been  in  condition  to  be  used  ever  since  that  date. 

Tlie  expenditures  up  to  June  30,  1897,  $2,434.72,  were  in  payment  of 
sal  *^'iesof  employees  engaged  in  operating  and  caring  for  the  canal 
and  locks,  and  for  materials  required  for  ordinary  repairs. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  -June  30,  1898, 
$4,533.79,  were  in  payment  of  salaries  of  employees  engaged  in  operat- 
ing and  caring  for  the  canal  and  locks,  in  dredging  deposit  from  the 
lower  entrance  to  the  canal,  and  in  designing,  constructing,  and  placing 
bulkheads  at  all  the  openings  in  the  main  culvert  on  the  south  side  oi 
the  lower  lock,  pumping  out  the  culvert,  and  removing  the  valve,  the 
disabled  condition  of  which  was  mentioned  in  the  last  Annual  Beport 
(p.  3423). 

Before  the  canal  and  locks  were  open  to  navigation  it  was  necessary 
to  transfer  freight  around  the  Cascades.  Vessels  drawing  20  or  more 
feet  of  water  ascend  the  Columbia  for  the  distance  of  about  103  miles 
above  its  mouth  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  the  canal  and  locks  around 
the  obstructions  at  the  Cascades  permit  steamers  drawing  8  feet  of 
water  to  reach  The  Dalles,  Oreg.,  a  farther  distance  of  about  110  miles. 

Commercial  statistics. — During  the  ^^(^ol  ^eor  ending  June  30, 1898, 
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740  steamboato)  eto.,  passed  through  the  canal  and  locks,  carrying 
18,812.68  tons  of  freight  and  30,327  passengers. 
(See  Appendix  T  T  16.) 

17.  Columbia  River  between  Vancouver^  Wash.^  and  the  mouth  of  Wil- 
lamette River. — The  city  of  Vancouver,  Wash.,  is  located  on  the  Colum- 
bia Biver,  103  miles  above  its  mouth  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  5  miles 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Willamette  River  in  the  Columbia. 

Vessels  drawing  20  or  more  feet  of  water  can  easily  ascend  the 
Columbia  from  its  mouth  up  to  a  point  2^  miles  below  Vancouver, 
where  a  bar  with  but  9  feet  of  water  over  it  is  encountered.  After 
passing  this  bar  a  dhannel  20  or  more  feet  deep  is  again  found,  which 
extends  above  the  limits  of  Vancouver.  This  bar  is  evidently  due  to 
the  fact  that  at  low  water  about  36  per  cent  of  the  volume  of  the 
Columbia  River  passes  south  of  Hayden  Island,  opposite  Vancouver. 

The  project  adopted  in  1892  (printed  in  the  Annual  Report  of  tbe 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1892,  Part  III,  pp.  2866-2869)  provided  for  con- 
structing a  pile,  brush,  and  stone  dam  about  3,000  feet  long  from  the 
Oregon  shore  to  the  head  of  Hayden  Island  to  stop  the  flow  south  of 
the  island  during  low- water  stages  and  deflect  it  down  the  main  chan- 
nel north  of  the  island  so  as  to  scour  the  bar  below  Vancouver  and 
obtain  a  depth  over  it  sufficient  to  x)ermit  vessels  drawing  20  or  more 
feet  to  reach  Vancouver.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  improvement  was 
•33,000. 

During  the  spring  of  1893,  after  all  but  60  feet  of  the  dam  next  Hay- 
den Island  had  been  completed,  high  water  submerged  the  dam  and 
tiie  island.  When  the  water  receded  it  was  found  that  the  head  of  the 
island  and  a  portion  of  the  dam  had  been  carried  away. 

A  special  report  Qprinted  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  1896,  Part  V,  pp.  3264-3265)  submitted  in  compliance 
with  Senate  resolution  of  December  24,  1895,  stated  that  $67,000  in 
addition  to  the  $33,000  previously  appropriated  would  be  required  to 
rebuild  and  complete  the  dam,  and  to  dredge  the  bar  should  it  be  found 
necessary  to  supplement  the  effect  of  the  dam  by  dredging. 

The  exx)enditures  to  June  30, 1897  ($32,994.80),  resulted  in  the  con- 
Btmction  of  all  but  60  feet  of  the  dam,  as  above  stated. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  resulted 
in  completing  the  work  of  rebuilding  and  extending  the  dam.  The  top 
of  the  portion  of  the  dam  next  the  Oregon  shore,  built  in  1892-93,  is 
about  4  feet  above  low  water,  while  the  new  portion,  completed  during 
the  past  year,  is  about  6  feet  above  low  water. 

The  new  work  was  completed  on  April  9, 1898,  but  as  the  usual  sum- 
mer rise  in  the  Columbia  followed  immediately,  and  has  since  prevailed, 
it  has  not  been  possible  to  make  examinations  to  ascertain  what  effect 
the  dam  has  had  toward  scouring  the  bar  in  the  main  channel  below 
Vancouver. 

dmmeroial  MiatiaHos. 

Calendar  year —  Tona.     Calendar  year —  Tons. 

1883 66,346  1896 45,595 

1894 62,837  1897 122,394 

1895 173,992 

J-oIy  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $67,005.20 

June  30, 1898^  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 25, 208. 83 

July  1, 1898^  balanne  unexpended 41,796.37 

July  1, 1898^  outotandingUabUities 19.80 


July  1, 1898, balance  available. 

(See  Appendix  T  T  17^ 


41,776.57 
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18.  Clearwater  Riveryldaho. — [This  work  was  in  tbe  charge  of  Oapt. 
Harry  Taylor,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  November  30, 1897.1  An  exam- 
ination of  this  stream  from  a  point  on  the  South  Fork,  near  Mount  Idaho, 
to  its  mouth  in  the  Snake  River,  at  Lewiston,  Idaho,  a  distance  of  about 
84  miles,  made  in  the  fall  of  1878,  developed  the  fact  that  the  40  miles 
of  the  stream  next  above  Lewiston  was  the  ouly  portion  that  could  be 
improved  without  the  expenditure  of  a  much  greater  sum  than  was 
warranted  by  the  commerce  of  the  region.  The  stream,  even  in  the  40 
miles  next  above  Lewiston,  was  much  obstructed  by  rapids,  shoals, 
rocks,  etc.,  and  the  original  project,  adopt<ed  in  1879,  provided  for 
obtaiuing  a  low-water  depth  of  4^  feet,  and  a  navigable  width  there  for 
small  steamers,  by  removing  the  natural  obstructions,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $34,424.  (Annual  Report,  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1879,  Part  II,  p.  1855.) 

Another  examination  of  the  stream  was  made  in  1883,  and  a  revised 
estimate  (printed  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engiueers  for 
1884,  Part  III,  p.  2280)  placed  the  cost  of  completing  the  work  at  $87,000, 
in  addition  to  $15,000  previously  appropriated. 

1^0  appropriations  having  been  made  from  August  2, 1882,  to  June  3, 
1896,  operations  were  abandoned. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  Juue  3, 1896,  appropriated  $25,000  for  ^^  con- 
tinuiug  the  improvement  of  Clearwater  River."  A  complete  survey 
from  the  junction  of  the  Middle  and  South  forks  down  to  Lewiston 
was  made  in  the  fall  of  1896,  and  as  the  result  of  the  information 
obtained  by  this  survey  the  project  for  obtaining  a  low- water  naviga- 
tion was  abandoned,  and,  instead,  a  project  for  obtaining  a  high-water 
navigation,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $35,000,  exclusive  of  the  $15,000 
expended  under  the  former  project  and  including  the  $25,000  appro- 
priated June  3, 1896,  was  adopted. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  $22,170.83,  resulted  in  the  partial 
removal  of  obstructing  rocks,  under  the  original  project  for  low- water 
navigation,  and  in  begiuDiug  the  work  of  removing  rocks  under  the 
present  project  for  high-water  navigation. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  the  river  was  gone  over 
from  Karaiah,  Idaho,  about  67  miles  above  Lewiston,  down  to  ^^  Big 
Eddy,"  about  27  miles  above  Lewiston,  and  many  rocks  were  blasted 
and  removed.  The  rocks  formerly  at  Big  Eddy  formed  one  of  the  most 
dangerous  obstructions  in  the  stream,  and  their  removal  has  been  of 
much  benefit  to  navigation. 

Commercial  atatistics. — The  principal  article  of  commerce  is  wheat, 
which  is  taken,  during  periods  of  high  water,  by  two  steamboats 
operated  by  the  Oregon  Railroad  and  Navigation  Company,  principally 
from  points  along  the  30  or  40  miles  of  the  river  immediately  above 
Lewiston^  down  to  Riparia,  on  Snake  River,  77  miles  below  Lewistou, 
where  it  is  shipped  by  rail  to  Portland  for  export  to  Europe. 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $17,829.17 

December  30, 1897,  reimbnrsenient  for  property  transferred 2. 00 

March  23, 1898,  refundment  of  overpayment ^50 

17, 83rb7 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 14, 380. 18 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 3,451.49 

July  1,1898,  outstanding  liabilitiee 73.88 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 3, 377. 61 

'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 10, 000. 6o 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  comiiliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  18ii6  aud  18G7  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  T  T  18.) 
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XXAMINATIONS   AND    STJRYEYS   MADE   IN    COMPLIANCE   WITH   RIVER 

AND  HARBOR  ACT  OP  JUNE  3,  1896. 

The  prelimiBary  examiDatioDS  and  surveys  of  the  following  localities 
required  by  the  act  of  June  3, 1896,  were  made  by  the  local  engineer, 
and  reports  thereon  submitted: 

!•  Preliminary  examination  of  Umpqua  River j  bar^  and  entrance j  Ore- 
gon,— Maj.  W.  L.  Fisk,  Corps  of  Engineers,  submitted  report  dated 
August  28, 1897.  The  harbor  throat  proper  has  a  minimum  depth  of 
about  30  feet  and  width  of  900  feet  at  low  tide;  the  average  depth  on 
the  crest  of  the  bar  is  seldom  less  than  13  feet  at  low  water  or  19  feet 
at  high  water,  and  no  serious  obstructions  to  navigation  exist. 

Major  Fisk  states  that  any  plan  with  a  view  to  deepening  the  chan- 
nel over  the  bar  must  of  necessity  include  the  construction  of  at  least 
one  high-tide  jetty  a  mile  or  more  in  length,  and  the  expenditure  this 
would  involve  does  not  seem  warranted.  He  believes  that  the  excellent 
natural  conditions  of  this  entrance  together  with  the  continued  good 
depth  upon  the  bar  are  sufBcient  for  the  needs  of  commerce  for  some 
time  to  come,  in  consideration  of  which  the  harbor  is  deemed  by  him 
to  be  unworthy  of  improvement  by  the  General  Government  at  the 
present  time.  The  views  of  Major  Fisk  are  concurred  in  by  the  divi- 
sion engineer,  Ool.  Chas.  B.  Suter,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  by  the 
Ohief  of  Engineers. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc 
No.  122,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix  T  T 19.) 

^.  Preliminary  examination  of  AUea  River,  Oregon,  from  head  of  tide 
water  to  Upper  Alsea  Valley, — Major  Fisk  submitted  report  of  exami- 
nation October  5, 1897.  The  work  of  improving  this  section  of  the  Alsea 
Biver,  under  an  appropriation  made  therefor  by  the  river  and  harbor 
act  of  June  3, 1896,  was  completed  September  14, 1897,  and  resulted  in 
providing  a  high-water  boat  channel  varying  in  width  from  20  to  50 
feet,  clear  of  obstructions  above  the  plane  of  low  water,  which  may  be 
run  with  comparative  safety  on  any  ordinary  rise,  and,  for  the  reasons 
given  in  the  report,  Major  Fisk  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  improve- 
ment of  the  river  for  low- water  navigation  and  the  improvement  of  the 
river  above  the  head  of  tide  water  are  not  worthy  of  further  action  by 
the  General  Government. 

The  views  of  the  local  office  are  concurred  in  by  the  division  engineer. 
Colonel  Suter,  and  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
I^o.  Ill,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
T  T  20.) 

3,  Preliminary  examination  of  Yaquina  River,  Oregon,  from  the  town 
of  Yaquina  to  head  of  tide,  incltiding  the  Elk  River  to  Sunset  Quarry. — 
Major  Fisk  submitted  report  dated  October  15,  1897.  For  reasons 
given,  he  is  of  opinion,  concurred  in  by  the  division  engineer.  Colonel 
Suter,  and  by  the  Chiei  of  Engineers,  that  these  streams  are  not  worthy 
of  improvement  by  the  General  Government  at  the  present  time.  The 
report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc.  No.  112, 
Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  T  T  21.) 

4,  Preliminary  examination  of  the  Siletz  River,  bar,  and  entrance, 
Oregon. — Major  Fisk  submitted  report,  dated  August  27,  1897.  The 
river  is,  for  the  most  part,  a  shallow  mountain  stream,  emptying  into 
Biletz  Bay  near  its  southern  end.  If  miles  from  the  bay  entrance.  At 
the  north  side  of  the  entrance  to  the  bay  is  a  ledge  of  soft  rock,  beyond 
which  extends  a  sand  beach  400  feet  to  the  base  of  a  headland.  Other 
ledges  may  exist  in  the  channel  between  the  entranob  ttsi^\!t;i^\>^. 
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Major  Fisk  states  that  any  plan  of  improvement  for  widening  ifae 
entrance  to  the  bay  or  deepening  the  channel  across  the  bar  would  nec- 
essarily involve  the  construction  of  at  least  one,  and  possibly  two, 
high -tide  jetties  extending  seaward  one-fourth  mile  or  more,  and  that 
the  cost  of  the  work  would  be  great;  and  in  view  of  the  limited  and 
uncertain  benefits  to  be  obtained,  as  indicated  by  existing  and  pro- 
spective conditions  at  this  point,  he  is  of  opinion,  which  is  concurred  in 
by  the  division  engineer,  Colonel  Suter,  and  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 
that  the  bay  and  entrance  are  unworthy  of  improvement  by  the  Gen- 
eral Oovernment  at  the  present  time.  The  report  was  transmitted  to 
Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc.  ISTo.  107,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  sec- 
ond session.    (See  also  Appendix  T  T  22.) 

5.  Freliminary  examination  of  harbor  at  Cape  Lookout^  Oregon^  with 
the  view  to  the  construction  of  a  harbor  of  refuge,  and  the  estimated  cost 
thereof — Major  Fisk  submitted  report  dated  December  17, 1897.  He 
is  of  the  opinion  that  the  proposed  harbor  of  refuge,  if  eonstmcted, 
should  be  located  on  the  north  side  of  the  cape;  the  estimated  cost  of 
a  breakwater  6,600  feet  in  length,  the  seaward  end  of  which  to  be 
located  due  north  of  the  end  of  the  cape  and  the  shore  end  about  one- 
fourth  mile  east  of  the  end  of  the  cape,  being  approximately  $10,725,000. 

In  view  of  the  unsuitable  relative  position  of  Cape  Lookout  for  a 
harbor  of  refuge,  the  i)Oor  holding  ground  for  anchorage  afforded  by 
the  hard  bottom,  and  the  enormous  cost  of  construction.  Major  Fisk 
is  of  opinion  that  the  project  is  not  worthy  of  consideration  by  the 
General  Government.  This  opinion  is  concurred  in  by  the  division 
engineer,  Colonel  Suter,  and  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc.  No. 
197,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  T  T  23.) 

6.  Survey  of  Port  Orford  Harbor j  Or«^on.— Major  Fisk  submitted 
report  January  7,  1898.  The  harbor  has  been  reported  upon  with 
reference  to  its  use  as  a  harbor  of  refuge,  and  it  is  assumed  the  present 
report  is  intended  to  deal  solely  with  the  commercial  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Quoting  from  a  previous  report  of  January  30, 1896,  by  Mgy.  T.  W. 
Symons,  Corps  of  Engineers,  Major  Fisk  gives  a  statement  of  the 
commerce  of  Port  Orford  in  detail,  and  states  that  while  there  may  be 
a  little  more  commerce  now  than  at  the  time  covered  by  those  statis- 
tics, it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  at  present  utterly  insignificant  when  con- 
sidered in  connection  with  the  very  large  sum  required  to  adequat^y 
protect  the  harbor  from  storms,  estimated  by  a  Board  of  Engineers,  in 
report  of  November  19,  1890,  to  be  $7,821,960.  (See  Annual  Beport, 
Chief  of  Engineers,  1891,  p.  3310.) 

It  is  the  opinion  of  Captain  Fisk,  concurred  in  by  the  division  engi- 
neer, Colonel  Suter,  that,  for  reasons  stated.  Port  Orford  Harbor  is  uot 
worthy  of  improvement  by  the  United  States. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc.  No. 
247,  Fifby-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  T  T  24.) 

7.  Survey  of  lilkimoolc  Ba/y^  bar  and  entrance^  Oregon, — M%jor  Fisk 
submitted  report  December  21, 1897.    He  states  that-- 

It  is  believed  that  the  development  of  Tillamook  Bay  commerce  is  in  no  way  hin- 
dered by  the  present  condition  of  the  bar  and  entrance,  in  that  any  vessel  that  can 
navifsrate  the  bay  will  find  no  difficulty  in  crossing  the  bar.  The  bay  is  being 
improved  to  as  great  an  extent  as  natural  circumstances  will  permit,  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  present  efforts  of  the  Government  should  be  confined  to  this 
improvement,  as  outlined  lu  the  approved  project. 

The  views  of  the  loeal  officer  are  concurred  in  by  the  division  engi- 
neer^  Colonel  Suter. 
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The  estimate  of  cost  submitted  by  Mi^or  Fisk  for  improvement  of 
the  bar  and  entrance  is  $1,200,000. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc.I^o. 
217,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  T  T  26.) 

8.  Survey  o/Nehalem  River  {Bay)j  Oregon^  for  modified  plan. — ^Major 
Fisk  submitted  report  December  29,  1897. 

A  project  for  improvement  of  entrance  to  Nehalem  Bay,  which  pro- 
vided for  the  construction  of  two  high-tide  stone  jetties  extending  sea- 
ward a  sufficient  distance  to  secure  a  permanent  low- water  depth  of  8 
feet  on  the  bar,  was  adopted  by  tlie  river  and  harbor  act  approved  Sep- 
tember 19, 1890,  the  sum  of  $10,000  being  made  available  for  commence- 
ment of  jetty  construction.  No  work  was  done  toward  carrying  out 
the  project,  owing  to  lack  of  funds. 

The  modified  i^an  asked  for  is  construed  by  local  residents  to  mean 
the  construction  of  a  single  jetty,  which  they  believe,  if  placed  on  the 
sooth  side,  will  confine  the  channel  to  a  fixed  position,  and  a  plan  for 
such  a  jetty  has  been  carefully  considered  by  Major  Fisk,  but  for  rea- 
sons stated  it  is  thought  hardly  probable  that  a  single  jetty  would  bring 
about  the  results  desired. 

A  project  is  therefore  presented  which  contemplates  the  construction 
of  two  jetties  at  the  north  location,  estimated  to  cost,  including  tram- 
ways, plant,  and  contingencies,  $610,500. 

The  cost  of  a  single  south  jetty  is  estimated  to  be,  ihcluding  contin- 
gencies, plant,  and  tramway,  $582,000. 

Major  Fisk  states,  however,  that,  while  it  is  quite  possible  future 
developments  may  render  advisable  the  improvement  of  the  entrance 
to  Nehalem  Bay,  it  is  not,  in  his  opinion,  at  present  worthy  of  improve- 
ment by  the  General  Government,  and  his  views  are  concurred  in  by  the 
division  engineer,  Colonel  Suter. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No.  236,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
TT26.) 

9*  Survey  of  Snake  River ^  Washington,  from  its  mouth  to  Riparia. — 
Capt.  Harry  Taylor,  Corps  of  Engineers,  submitted  report  dated  Jan- 
uary 27, 1898. 

The  plan  of  improvement  presented  contemplates  the  removal  of 
rock  ledges  and  bowlders,  the  scraping  of  cobblestone  bars,  and  the 
building  of  contraction  works  wherever  necessary,  with  a  view  to  giv- 
ing a  channel  with  a  minimum  depth  of  5  feet  at  low  water.  The  cost 
is  estimated  at  $165,000,  and  is  based  upon  the  assumption  that  appro- 
priations will  be  sufficient  to  permit  of  a  suitable  plant  being  provided 
and  worked  at  an  efficient  rate. 

With  a  free  channel  once  obtained  there  will  still  be  considerable 
work  necessary  to  keep  it  clear  of  bowlders,  which  are  annually  brought 
down  by  ice  and  high  water  and  lodged  on  shoals  and  rapids.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  removal  of  these  obstructions  will  require  an  expendi- 
ture of  $3,000  every  two  years. 

In  transmitting  the  report  to  this  office  Captain  Taylor  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  project  submitted  is  the  best  that  can  be  devised  at 
the  present  time,  but  that  from  past  experience  it  appears  that  this 
section  of  the  river  is  particularly  difficult  to  improve,  and  that  at 
present  there  is  practically  no  navigation  nor  local  commerce  to  be 
benefited,  and  that  no  navigation  can  be  developed  as  long  as  the 
Columbia  Biver  is  impassable  for  boats  at  The  Dalles  and  the  other 
means  of  transportation  in  this  section  of  the  country  remain  as  at 
present 

In  forwarding  the  report  the  division  engineer,  (jo\.QI\iQA«^»^xs^)^^ 


504    REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS,  U.  8.  ARMT. 

Corps  of  Engineers,  expressed  the  view  that  the  low-water  improve- 
ment of  a  stream  with  such  a  heavy  slope,  beyond  the  removal  of  rocks 
and  bowlders,  is  entirely  impracticable  except  by  a  more  radical  method 
than  that  of  open-channel  improvement. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  Honse  Doc 
^o.  411,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
T  T  27.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  LOWER  COLUMBIA  RIVER,  OREGON  AND  WASHINGTON, 
OF  WILLAMETTE  AND  YAMHILL  RIVERS,  OREGON,  AND  OF  COWLITZ 
RIVER,  WASHINGTON. 

This  district  was  in  charge  of  Maj.  W.  L.  Fisk,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
having  under  his  immediate  orders  Maj.  Clement  A.  F.  Flagler,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  captain.  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  December  11,  1897,  and 
Additional  Second  Lieut.  William  D.  Connor,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from 
September  30, 1897,  to  April  11,  1898.  Division  Engineer,  Col.  Chas. 
B.  Suter,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

i.  Willamette  River  above  Portland^  and  Yamhill  River j  Oregon. — At 
the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  present  project,  in  1878,  the  mouth  of 
the  Yamhill  River,  40  miles  above  Portland,  was  the  head  of  low-water 
navigation  on  the  Willamette  Biver,  with  a  draft  of  2^  feet.  Above 
this  point  the  controlling  depth  was  but  1  foot. 

The  project  of  1878  contemplated  the  improvement  of  the  Willamette 
Biver  by  the  removal  of  obstructions,  by  bank  revetment,  and  the  con- 
struction of  dikes  at  various  shoal  places. 

In  1892  the  project  was  extended  to  include  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions in  the  Yamhill  Biver,  from  its  mouth  to  McMinnville  (approved 
August  12,  1892),  a  distance  of  17  miles  (report  of  survey,  Annual 
Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  1896,  p.  3309).  Allotments  of  $3,000 
and  $2,000  from  appropriations  made  by  the  river  and  harbor  acts  of 
1892  and  1894  were  made  for  this  work,  and  a  special  allotment  of 
$8,000  was  made  by  the  act  of  1894  for  revetment  work  at  Corvallis. 

The  Yamhill  Biver  flows  into  the  Willamette  from  the  north,  about 
40  miles  above  Portland.  It  drains  an  exceedingly  fertile  valley,  which 
has  been  settled  for  years.  Prior  to  improvement  the  channel  was 
obstructed  by  snags  and  rocks,  which  were  removed  under  the  project 
of  1892,  and  boats  could  then  reach  Dayton  (about  5  miles)  at  all 
seasons  on  a  draft  of  about  2^  feet.  Above  Dayton,  and  about  1  mile 
below  Lafayette,  the  channel  was  obstructed  by  rapids,  so  that  boats 
could  reach  Lafayette  (9  miles)  and  McMinnville  (about  18  miles)  only 
during  extreme  high  water. 

The  present  project  (Annual  Beport,  Chief  of  Engineers,  1897,  Part  I, 
p.  507)  proposes,  and  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  6,  1896,  and 
sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897,  provide  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Willamette  Biver  from  Portland  to  Eugene  by  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions and  the  building  of  controlling  works,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  a 
depth  of  12  feet  or  more  from  Portland  to  the  foot  of  Clackamas  Bapids 
(11  miles);  of  3  to  3^  feet  thence  to  Corvallis  (107  miles),  and  of  from 
2  to  2^  feet  from  Corvallis  to  Eugene  (53  miles).  Estimated  cost, 
$131,697.  On  the  Yamhill  Biver  the  project  contemplates  the  construc- 
tion of  a  lock  and  dam  near  Lafayette  and  the  removal  of  obstructions, 
to  provide  a  draft  of  3^  feet  throughout  the  year  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river  to  McMinnville.    Estimated  cost,  $69,000. 

The  amount  expended  on  this  improvement  to  June  30, 1897,  was 
$266,953.74;  $71,373.76  of  this  amount  was  expended  prior  to  the 
project  of  1878,  and  the  balance  ($194,679.99)  on    the   projects  of 
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187&-1892,  $7,382.17  being  applied  to  the  improvement  of  the  Willa- 
mette at  GorvalliSy  and  $3,211.30  in  removing  obstructions  from  the 
Yamhill  Biver  under  the  project  of  1892. 

On  June  30, 1897,  the  results  that  had  been  obtained  on  the  Willa- 
mette were  marked  by  improvement  in  depth  of  the  channel  wherever 
works  of  a  permanent  character  had  been  constructed.  On  the  Yam- 
hill Kiver  the  conditions  were  little  changed  over  the  improvement 
under  project  of  1892,  but  both  the  Willamette  and  Yamhill  rivers 
become  obstructed  by  snags  and  overhanging  trees  which  are  brought 
down  by  the  annual  freshet,  requiring  almost  continual  operations  of  a 
snag  boat  and  crew  to  keep  the  channels  clear. 

As  a  result  of  the  season's  work  the  Willamette  Biver  is  in  better 
condition  than  ever  before,  but  owing  to  the  changeable  nature  of  the 
channel  and  its  continual  cutting  out  and  filling  in  of  gravel  it  is 
impossible  to  state  the  maximum  draft  that  can  be  carried  at  any  par- 
ticular time. 

As  the  river  falls  the  current  increases  over  shoal  places,  the  cutting 
process  is  thus  concentrated  to  a  narrower  channel,  and  the  depth  in 
many  cases  is  little  less  at  low  water  than  on  a  somewhat  higher  stage. 

A  contract  for  the  completion  of  the  lock  and  dam  in  the  Yamhill 
Biver,  in  accordance  with  approved  plans  and  specifications,  was 
executed  under  date  of  March  11, 1898.  The  work  is  being  vigorously 
prosecuted  and  will  probably  be  completed  by  December  31,  1898. 
Two  and  one-half  feet  at  low  water  can  be  carried  on  the  Yamhill  to 
Dayton. 

Comparative  itaiemeai  of  ihe  tannage  oarried  hy  river  J>oai9  on  the  WUlameite  Biver  above 

Portland. 


Calendar  year. 


1894 
18B6 


MerohaO' 
diae. 


Tont. 
74, 615 
130,870 


Pasneii- 
gera. 


Number. 
56,308 
67,876 


Calendar  year. 


1896 
1887 


Merohan- 
dise. 


Tom. 
218, 480 
186.621 


Paaiien- 
gere. 


Number, 

48,466 
87,960 


July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $182,546.26 

Jnne  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 36, 103.66 

Jaly  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 146,442.60 

Jnly  1, 1898,  oatsUnding liabilities $8,520.31 

July  1|  1898,  amoant  covered  by  nncompleted  contracts 50, 912. 32 

. 59,432.63 


July  1, 1898,  balance  available 87,009.97 

(See  Appendix  XT  XT  1.) 

2,  Columbia  and  Lower  Willamette  rivers  below  Portland^  Oreg, — The 
original  condition  of  these  rivers  from  Portland  to  the  sea,  covering  12 
miles  on  the  Willamette  and  98  miles  on  the  Columbia  Eiver,  was  such 
that  only  from  10  to  15  feet  could  be  carried  over  the  shoal  places  at  low 
water.  Numerous  sand  bars  obstructed  navigation  to  deep-water  crafb 
and  distributed  the  water  over  an  extended  area,  so  that  the  greatest 
depth  could  be  carried  over  them  in  only  a  comparatively  narrow 
channel. 

The  value  and  the  availability  of  this  waterway  for  purposes  of  com- 
merce is  proven  by  the  quantities  of  grain  and  produce  that  through  it 
find  an  outlet  to  the  markets  of  the  world  from  Oregon,  Washington, 
and  Idaho.    Its  improvement  to  navigation  for  deep-water  craft  was  of 
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the  utiDOBt  importance  to  the  entire  northwest  section  of  the  country, 
whose  inhabitants  find  the  natural  outlet  for  their  produce  through  the 
valley  of  the  Columbia. 

The  original  project,  adopted  in  1877,  for  improving  the  channel  of 
these  rivers  from  Portland  to  the  sea,  contemplated  increasing  the  depth 
in  the  shoalest  places  to  secure  a  miuimam  depth  of  20  feet  at  low  water. 
In  1891  this  project  was  extended  to  provide  for  a  low-water  channel 
depth  of  25  feet  from  Portland  to  the  sea,  and  the  port  of  Portland,  a 
corporation  existing  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Oregon,  was  granted 
permission  to  assist  in  carrying  it  into  execution. 

The  total  amount  expended  by  the  United  States  on  this  work  to  June 
30, 1897,  was  $1,103,324.29,  of  which  amount  $221,780.46  was  expended 
prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  project  of  1877. 

As  a  result  of  the  works  of  contraction,  of  bank  revetment,  and  of 
dredging,  the  condition  of  the  improvement  on  June  30, 1897,  was  such 
that,  by  taking  advantage  of  the  tide,  a  draft  of  23  feet  or  more  could 
be  carried. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1898  operations  were  confined  to  dredging  to 
maintain  the  depth  previously  secured  and  to  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions from  the  channel,  the  funds  available  being  insufficient  for  obtain- 
ing any  material  increase  of  the  general  depth.  Total  excavation  made, 
373,089  cubic  yards. 

The  port  of  Portland  has  continued  dredging  throughout  most  of 
the  year,  and  has  built  a  20-inch  Bowers  dr^ge  for  use  in  this  work« 
The  total  amount  excavated  was  185,300  cubic  yards. 

The  results  of  the  season's  work  can  not  be  determined  until  the 
annual  rise  in  the  Columbia,  which  is  now  on,  has  subsided,  bat  it 
is  safe  to  assume  that  a  low- water  draft  of  23  feet  can  be  carried  by 
taking  advantage  of  the  tides. 

The  Astoria  and  Columbia  Railroad  following  the  south  bank  of  the 
river  and  connecting  Astoria  with  Portland  was  opened  for  traffic  in 
the  latter  part  of  May,  1898. 

Comparative  §iatemeni  of  traffie. 


-Calendar  year. 


1893 
18d4 
1895 
1896 
1897 


Handled 

by  river 

oraffc. 


Torn. 
1,810,866 
1, 347, 166 
1,040,022 
1.129,673 
1,499,337 


Foreign  and  ooaat> 

wise  to  and  fttnn 

Portland. 


Beoeipta. 


Tom. 


62,272 
40,238 
49,011 
47,846 


Shipmenta. 


Tont. 
312,790 
340,793 
396,964 
829.102 
290,412 


July  1, 1897,  balaoce  ntiezpended. $77,040.71 

Jane  30, 1898,  amoanfc  expended  daring  fisosJ  year 22,379.00 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 54,661.71 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 799.00 

Julyl,  1898,  balance  avaUable 53.862.71 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 472, 464.00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  90, 1900  150, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

,    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4^  1887. 

(See  Appendix  U  U  2.) 
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3.  Columbia  River^  Oregon^  below  Tongue  Point. — ^This  improvement 
covers  a  stretch  of  the  river  beginning  just  below  Tongue  Point  and 
extending  down  along  the  water  front  of  Astoria.  The  principal 
obstruction  is  a  rocky  i)oint  known  as  the  Sylvia  de  Grasse  Beef,  about 
one  mile  below  Tongue  Point  and  around  which  ships  are  obliged  to 
make  a  short  turn  to  keep  the  channel  and  avoid  striking  it.  The  same 
conditions  have  always  existed,  but  of  late  years  the  accumulation  of 
sand  above  the  reef  had  narrowed  the  channel  and  shortened  the  bend, 
which  occasioned  great  inconvenience  to  the  large-sized  vessels  engaged 
in  the  commerce  of  the  Columbia  River. 

The  original  and  present  project,  adopted  in  1896  (see  Annual  Report 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1896,  pp.  3605-3608  et  seq.),  contemplates 
the  removal  of  the  wreck  of  the  Sylvia  de  Orasse  and  the  outer  portion 
of  the  ledge  upon  which  it  rests,  this  work  to  be  supplemented  by  dredg- 
ing to  open  a  waterway  in  front  of  Astoria  25  feet  deep  and  250  feet 
wide  at  the  bottom,  in  accordance  with  the  general  project  for  improve- 
ment of  the  Columbia  and  Lower  Willamette  rivers  from  Portland  to 
the  sea. 

The  estimated  cost  was  $121,550,  and  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
Jane  3,  1896,  authorizes  the  expenditure  on  this  work  of  $50,000  of 
the  balance  then  on  hand  to  the  credit  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
River  improvement. 

The  amount  expended  on  this  work  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1897,  was  $2,781.66. 

At  that  time  the  dredging  had  materially  straightened  and  deepened 
the  channel  so  that  deep-draft  vessels  could  pass  with  less  delay  and 
inconvenience;  the  presence  of  the  reef,  however,  makes  a  very  bad 
place  in  the  channel,  and  its  removal  would  be  a  great  aid  to  navigation. 

Dredging  operations,  begun  in  April,  1897,  were  continued  to  August 
of  the  fiscal  year  just  closed,  which  resulted  in  leaving  a  channel  about 
250  feet  wide  with  a  least  depth  of  23  feet  at  low  water. 

For  commercial  statistics,  see  Colombia  and  Lower  Willamette  River 
report. 

July  1, 18d7,  balance  Qiiexpended $47,218.34 

Jnne 90, 1898, amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 6,648.64 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 41,569.70 

{  Amount  (estimated)  reqnired  for  completion  of  existing  project 71, 550. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  prontably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endincf  June  30, 1900  40, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  XT  IT  3.) 

4.  Mouth  of  Columbia  River ^  Oregon  and  Washington. — Prior  to  com- 
mencing the  work  of  construction  in  1885,  there  were  from  one  to  three 
channels  across  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia  Biver,  and  these 
channels  varied  both  in  location  and  in  depth,  the  latter  being  usually 
firom  19  feet  to  21  feet,  while  the  location  shifted  through  nearly  180^ 
from  Gape  Disappointment  to  Point  Adams. 

The  project  for  improvement  adopted  in  1884  contemplated  securing 
a  low- water  channel  depth  of  30  feet  across  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  by  the  construction  of  a  jetty,  to  extend  from  the  shore  near  Fort 
Stevens  across  Clatsop  Spit  in  the  direction  of  a  point  about  3  miles 
south  of  Cape  Disappointment,  the  jetty  to  be  built  of  rubble  and  ran- 
dom blocks  of  stone  of  large  size,  resting  upon  mattresses  of  brush. 
Estimated  cost,  $3,710,000. 
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The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $1,961,259.99,  exclusive 
of  the  sum  of  $50,000  authorized  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  Jane  3, 
1896, -to  be  appli^  below  Tongue  Point. 

The  jetty,  together  with  its  four  groins,  was  completed  in  the  fall  of 
1895.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1897  the  channel  was  in  nearly  the 
same  position  as  previously  reported  (Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  1896,  p.  3251),  but  the  30-foot  del)th  at  mean  lower  low 
water  was  2,000  feet  in  width. 

A  survey  of  the  bar  completed,  a  few  days  after  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  shows  that  the  channel  has  moved  a  little  farther  to  the  north- 
ward, and  the  least  depth  on  the  bar — 29  feet — at  mean  lower  low  water 
is  one  foot  less  than  last  year;  but  this  is  not  surprising,  considering 
the  very  severe  storms  of  last  winter  and  the  consequent  large  move- 
ment of  sand  from  the  top  of  Clatsop  Spit,  depths  on  its  crest  having 
increased  as  much  as  7  feet  in  some  places,  and  the  increase  averaging 
probably  4  to  6  feet.  The  survey  also  coming  just  as  the  high  water  of 
the  Columbia  began  to  fall  probably  developed  the  worst  possible 
conditions. 

For  commercial  statistics  see  Columbia  and  Lower  Willamette  Biver 
report. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended • $14,420.01 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2, 015. 43 

July  1, 1898, balance  unexpended 12,404.58 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 564.88 

July  1, 1898,  balance  avaUable 11,839.70 

(See  Appendix  U  U  4.) 

5.  Cowlitz  River  J  Washington, — [This  work  was  in  the  charge  of  Capt. 
Harry  Taylor,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  November  30, 1897.]  The  Cow- 
litz Eiver  is  a  tributary  of  the  Columbia  Eiver,  and  flows  into  it  from 
the  north  and  about  64  miles  from  its  mouth. 

Prior  to  improvement  the  ruling  depth  at  low  water  to  Toledo,  40 
miles  above  the  mouth,  was  14  inches.  The  channel  was  narrow  and 
tortuous  and  obstructed  by  numerous  snags,  drift,  logs,  etc.  The  land 
in  the  valley  is  extremely  productive,  and  any  improvement  to  the  river 
navigation  is  of  vast  benefit  to  the  farmers  living  along  its  banks,  as 
they  are  dependent  upon  the  river  for  getting  their  produce  to  market. 

The  original  project,  adopted  in  1880,  contemplated  the  removal  of 
sand  bars  and  other  obstructions  to  a  point  about  50  miles  above  the 
mouth,  at  a  cost  of  $5,000  for  the  first  year  and  an  annual  expenditure 
of  $2,000  for  maintenance  thereafter. 

The  amount  expended  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1897,  was  $26,688.50. 

The  condition  of  this  improvement  at  that  time  was  such  that  boats 
made  regular  trips  to  Toledo,  but  only  during  the  highest  stages  of 
water,  and  even  then  at  infrequent  times,  were  any  trips  made  farther 
upstream. 

No  results  in  the  way  of  increased  depth  were  derived  from  the  ex- 
penditures during  the  last  fiscal  year,  as  nothing  was  done  but  to  clear 
the  river  of  snags  and  trees. 

The  high  water  during  the  fall  of  1897  left  a  bar  one  mile  below  Toledo, 
which  has  divided  the  channel  into  three  parts.  To  this  point  18  inches 
can  be  carried,  but  boats  can  pass  it  only  on  the  higher  stages.  A  per- 
manent work  is  needed  to  confine  the  water  to  one  channel,  and  with  a 
little  additional  work  on  two  bars  below  only  a  small  yearly  expendi- 
ture, in  snagging,  will  be  required  to  maintain  a  channel  of  2  or  2^ 
feet  at  low  water,  to  Taylors  Landing^  about  8  miles  above  Toledo. 
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(hmparative  §tatement  of  trafflo. 


Calendar  year:  Tons. 

1894 17,923 

1895 17,940 


Calendar  year:  Tons. 

1896 14,776 

1897 17,582 


This  statement  does  not  inolnde  large  qnantities  of  logs  that  are  annnally  floated 
down  this  stream. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $1,311.50 

June  SO,  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 1, 227. 44 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 84.06 


f  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project Indefinite. 


(See  Appendix  IT  XJ  5.) 

6.  Gauging  waters  of  Columbia  River^  Oregon  and  Washington. — ^The 
object  of  this  gauging  is  to  obtain  data  for  ase  in  connection  with  the 
improvement  of  the  river  and  to  supply  information  to  persons  inter- 
ested in  its  navigation. 

The  self  registering  gauge  was  reestablished  at  Astoria  in  November, 
1888.  It  has  been  in  operation  up  to  the  present  time,  and  in  view  of 
its  importance  as  a  benefit  to  commerce  its  maintenance  is  considered  a 
worthy  object. 

The  amount  exi>ended  on  this  work  to  June  30, 1897|  was  $6,201.65. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $798.35 

June  90, 18^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 360.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 438.35 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 84.00 

July  1, 1898;  balance  available 354.35 

(  AmountthatcanbeprofitablyexpendedinfiscalvearendiDg  June30, 1900      1, 000.00 
i  Submitted  in  compliance  with  reauirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
I     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  ana  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4y  1897. 

(See  Appendix  XJ  XJ  6.) 

EXAMINATIONS  AND  SUBYEYS  MADE  IN  OOMPLIANOE  WITH  EIYEB  AND 

HABBOB  ACT  OF  JUNE  3,  1896. 

The  preliminary  examinations  and  surveys  of  the  following  localities 
required  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  were  made  by  the 
local  engineer,  Maj.  W.  L.  Fisk,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  reports  thereon 
submitted. 

1,  Preliminary  examination  of  8cappoo8e  Bayj  Oregon^  from  its  mouth 
to  and  including  the  lower  portion  of  Scappoose  Creek. — Major  Fisk 
submitted  report  September  28, 1897.  He  is  of  opinion,  in  view,  of  the 
fact  that  the  locality  referred  to  in  the  act  is  now  open  to  navigation 
by  light-drafb  river  steamers,  that  this  condition  meet«  the  present  and 
prosjiective  demands  of  its  limited  commerce,  and  that  its  improvement 
is  not  a  work  worthy  to  be  undertaken  by  the  Oeneral  Government. 
These  views  are  concurred  in  by  Colonel  8uter,  the  division  engineer, 
and  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc 
No.  126,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
UU7.) 

2.  Preliminary  examination  of  Long  Tom  River j  Oregon^  from  mouth 
to  town  of  Monroe. — Major  Fisk  submitted  report  September  29, 1897. 
He  is  of  opinion,  because  of  the  many  shoals  between  lA^ouxo^  9^dk 
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Willamette  Eiver,  tbat  this  stretch  of  the  river  is  not  susceptible  of 
improvement  for  navigation  during  the  low-water  season,  though  it  is 
thought  that  sufficient  depth  might  be  obtained  during  the  winter  sea- 
son to  accommodate  the  light-draft  steamers  of  the  Upper  Willamette. 
The  principal  obstructions  to  high-water  navigation  below  Monroe  are 
overhanging  trees,  together  with  numerous  snags  and  an  occasional 
brush-covered  shoal,  and,  in  view  of  the  comparatively  small  expendi- 
ture that  would  be  required  to  remove  these  obstructions  in  ord^r  to 
afford  an  opportunity  for  shipping  grain  and  other  products  during 
the  high- water  season,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  local  officer,  concurred 
in  by  the  division  engineer,  Colonel  Suter,  and  by  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers, that  the  locality  in  question  is  worthy  of  improvement  by  the 
General  Government  to  the  extent  named. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc 
No.  127,  Fifby-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
U  U  8.) 

3.  Preliminary  examination  of  the  8antiam  River ^  Oregon^  from  Jeffer- 
son to  Willamette  River. — ^Major  Fisk  submitted  report  October  4, 
1897.  It  appears  from  this  report  that  the  river,  though  navigable  in 
its  natural  state  for  several  mouths  of  the  year,  is  practically  unused, 
but  one  steamboat  trip  being  known  to  have  been  made  on  the  river  in 
several  years.  The  limited  commerce  of  the  section  is  carried  by  the 
railroads,  and  there  is  consequently  not  sufficient  inducement  offered 
steamers  to  warrant  running  the  river  at  any  time.  For  these  reasons 
Major  Fisk  is  of  opinion,  concurred  in  by  the  division  engineer,  Colo- 
nel Suter,  and  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  that  the  river  is  not  worthy 
of  improvement  by  the  General  Government. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
^o.  109,  Fifty -fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
UU9.) 

4.  Survey  of  ClatsJcanie  River  to  town  of  Glatskaniej  Oregon. — Major 
Fisk  submitted  report  December  20, 1897.  He  states  that  navigation 
to  the  town  of  Clatskanie  may  be  rendered  possible  at  all  stages  of 
river  and  tide  by  cutting  a  short  channel  across  the  bend  immediately 
below  Manzanillo,  and  another  from  the  bend  above  this  point  to  the 
first  bend  below  the  town  of  Clatskanie,  and  by  dredging  immediately 
below  the  latter  point.  The  cost  of  this  improvement,  giving  a  water- 
way 6  feet  in  depth  at  low  water,  is  estimated  at  $13,000.  In  view  of 
the  large  amount  of  commerce  on  the  river  and  the  small  sum  required 
to  afibrd  the  desired  relief,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  district  officer,  con- 
curred in  by  Colonel  Suter,  the  division  engineer,  that  the  Clatskanie 
Biver  is  worthy  of  improvement  by  the  General  Government  to  the 
extent  indicated. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc 
No.  218,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
U  U  10.) 

5.  Survey  of  Willamette  River  opposite  Salem^  Oreg.y  toith  a  vietc  of 
ascertaining  the  necessity  of  constructing  a  revetment  or  dike  to  maintain 
the  channel  and  to  prevent  the  cutting  of  a  netc  channel  through  the  low- 
lands on  the  left  bank. — Major  Fisk  submitted  report  October  8, 1897, 
and  from  a  comparison  of  former  maps  with  the  present  survey,  together 
with  information  furnished  by  those  who  have  lived  in  the  vicinity  for 
years,  it  apx>ears  that  no  marked  change  has  taken  place  in  the  channel 
recently  and  that  there  is  no  present  indication  of  change. 

In  the  opinion  of  Major  Fisk,  concurred  in  by  the  division  engineer. 
Colonel  Suter,  the  construction  of  a  revetment  or  dike  at  this  xK)iat  is 
anneceasaryj  and  therefore  the  proposed  improvement  is  unworthy  of 
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oonsideration  by  the  General  Goyernment  at  the  present  time.  For 
this  reason  no  estimate  of  cost  of  improvement  is  submitted. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  Honse  Doc. 
No.  120,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
U  U 11.) 

6.  Survey  of  Tualitin  Bivefy  Oregon^  from  the  toton  of  Tualitin  up  to 
OiMtan^  and  of  the  Dairy  Fork  up  to  Lousignat  Lake, — Major  Fisk 
sabmitted  report  December  20, 1897.  He  states  that  any  improvement 
of  either  stream  wonld  necessarily  entail  the  straightening  of  its  conrse, 
and,  thus  increasing  the  low- water  slope,  would  decrease  the  depth, 
already  small,  on  the  various  shoals.  The  cleariug  of  the  river  would 
^Lbo  produce  the  same  result  and  cause  further  decrease.  The  con- 
struction of  locks  and  dams  would  therefore  be  necessary  before  navi- 
gation of  the  upper  portion  could  be  carried  on.  The  estimated  cost 
of  the  work  which  it  appears  necessary  to  carry  out  to  secure  conven- 
ient navigation  is  $407,000,  and  it  is  the  opioion  of  Major  Fisk,  con- 
curred in  by  Colonel  Suter,  the  division  engineer,  that  the  interests 
involved  would  not  justify  so  great  an  expenditure. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
Ko.  221,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
UU12.) 

IMPBOVEMENT  OP  CEBTAIN  BIVEB8  AND  HABBOBS  IN  WASHINGTON, 

IDAHO.  AND  liONTANA. 

This  district  was  in  the  charge  of  Capt.  Harry  Taylor,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  having  under  his  immediate  orders  Lieut.  Meriwether  L. 
WsSker,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  May  4  and  since  May  14, 1898.  Division 
Engioeer,  Col.  Chas.  E.  Suter,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1,  WUlapa  Eiver  and  Harbor^  Washington. — ^illapa  Harbor,  for- 
merly known  as  Shoalwater  Bay,  connects  with  the  Pacific  Ocean  28 
miles  to  the  north  of  the  entrance  to  the  Columbia  Biver.  '  The  only 
portion  of  the  harbor  to  which  any  consideration  in  the  way  of  improve- 
ment has  been  given  is  that  in  the  vicinity  of  South  Bend,  the  principal 
city  of  the  har^r,  and  the  terminus  of  the  railroad  from  the  main  line 
of  the  Northern  Pacific  at  Chehalis. 

South  Bend  is  situated  very  near  the  mouth  of  the  WiUapa  Eiver. 
Just  at  the  upper  limits  of  the  town  the  river  divides  itself  into  a  main 
channel  and  a  secondary  channel,  the  latter  known  as  Mailboat  Slough. 
This  division  of  the  waters  caused  bars  to  form  in  the  main  channel  at 
both  the  upper  and  lower  ends  of  the  slough.  There  were  also  several 
bars  in  the  river  proper  between  South  Bend  and  Willapa  City. 

The  plan  of  improvement  adopted  consists  in  building  a  dike  of  piles, 
brush,  and  stone  across  the  head  of  Mailboat  Slough,  in  order  to  con- 
centrate the  ebbing  and  fioodiug  currents  into  the  main  channel,  and 
thereby  produce  as  great  a  scour  as  possible  on  the  shoals  at  the  head 
and  foot  of  the  slough;  also  to  dredge  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  8 
feet  deep  at  low  water  through  the  reef  just  below  Willapa  City,  and 
to  close  Louderback  Slough  with  a  pile,  brush,  and  stone  dike  with  the 
object  of  compelling  the  currents  to  scour  a  channel  through  the  bar  in 
the  river  at  its  lower  end.    The  estimated  cost  of  the  work  is  $31,350. 

The  project  of  August  29, 1894,  also  provides  for  cutting  a  channel 
through  the  logjam  of  North  Eiver,  a  tributary  of  Willapa  Harbor,  as 
authorized  by  act  of  August  18, 1894. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $27,772.80,  of  which 
$25,272.80  had  been  expended  on  Willapa  Eiver  and  Harbor  proper, 
and  $2,500  on  the  improvement  of  the  North  Biver. 

Up  to  June  30, 1897^  the  dike  work  in  the  river  aiidli»r\>ot,\\i^'^oi^ 
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of  dredging  through  the  shoal  just  below  Willapa  City,  and  the  con- 
templated work  on  the  jam  in  the  North  Biver  had  been  completed. 

The  amoant  expended  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1898, 
was  $250,  which  was  applied  to  Willapa  River  and  Harbor  proper. 

The  work  called  for  by  the  project  has  all  been  completed.  The 
object  of  the  improvement,  so  far  as  to  give  a  channel  8  feet  deep  at 
mean  lower  low  water  to  Willapa  City,  has  been  practically  accomplished. 

The  dikes  at  Mailboat  Slough  have  caased  a  general  deepening  of 
the  shoals  in  their  vicinity  of  about  2  feet,  so  that  the  least  depth  to 
South  Bend,  the  principal  city  on  Willapa  Harbor,  is  now  15  feet  at 
mean  lower  low  water. 

A  channel  50  feet  in  width  has  been  cut  through  the  jam  on  the  North 
River. 

The  dikes  already  built  will  probably  need  some  slight  repairs,  but 
the  money  already  appropriated  is  sufficient  to  maintain  the  improve- 
ment. It  is  recommended  that  the  balance  of  the  appropriation,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  be  made  available  for  more  thor- 
oughly clearing  a  channel  through  the  North  River  jam. 

«  Table  of  comparative  statistics. 


Year.  Toss.      Value. 


Tisoal  year: 

18M 06,008  lew.  280 

18W 61.858  705.570 

1896 48,960  600.600 

Calendar  year: 

1896 27,542  351.175 

1897 87,816  313,163 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $3, 577. 20 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 250.00 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 3, 327.20 

(See  Appendix  V  V  1.) 

J2.  Grays  Harbor  and  bar  entrance^  Washington. — The  first  appropria- 
tion for  this  work  was  made  in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896. 

The  entrance  to  Grays  Harbor  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  lies  in  latitude 
46^  55^  north,  being  45  miles  north  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  Biver. 

The  harbor  has  a  length  from  east  to  west  of  17  miles,  and  from  north 
to  south  a  maximum  breadth  of  14  miles.  There  are  a  number  of  rivers 
tributary  to  the  harbor,  the  principal  ones  being  the  Ghehalis,  Satsop, 
Wynooche,  Wishkah,  Hoquiam,  and  Humptulips,  all  of  which  come 
from  the  east  and  north.  There  are  two  main  channels  crossing  the 
harbor  from  east  to  west — the  north  and  south  channels — of  which  the 
north  channel  is  the  principal  one,  and  has  been  improved. 

A  large  part  of  the  harbor  is  occupied  with  tide  flats,  bare  at  low 
water.  The  total  tidal  area  of  the  harbor  is  estimated  at  96.8  square 
miles.  At  low  tide  the  area  covered  by  water  is  estimated  at  30.6 
square  miles,  or  less  than  one-third  of  the  total  area.  The  average 
range  of  the  tide  is  8.4  ieet,  with  a  maximum  range  of  12.9  feet. 

The  harbor  throat  lies  between  two  low  sandy  peninsulas^  which  are 
about  12,500  feet  apart,  measured  between  high-tide  lines. 

Through  the  harbor  throat  there  is  a  channel  having  a  maximum 
depth  of  100  feet  or  more.  A  single  broad  waterway  extends  for  more 
than  2  miles  out  to  sea  from  the  harbor  throat,  with  depths  gradually 
diminishing  to  30  feet.  Between  this  deep  waterway  and  the  open  sea 
lies  a  bar  convex  to  the  sea  and  connected  with  the  sand  spits  on  the 
two  sides  of  the  harbor  throat* 
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Across  the  bar  there  is  no  well-defined,  decided,  permanent  channel, 
bat  there  are  several  variable  shifting  channels  having  deptbs  of  about 
12  or  13  feet.  The  general  average  distance  between  the  inner  and 
oater  18-foot  carve  is  one-half  mile. 

The  proposed  plan  of  improvement  is  to  control,  by  means  of  a  single 
jetty  extending  out  to  sea  from  the  point  on  the  south  side  of  the  har- 
bor throat  a  distance  of  about  3^  miles,  the  ebbing  and  flooding  wafers 
to  a  sufficient  extent  to  concentrate  and  direct  upon  the  bar  a  much 
greater  portion  thereof  than  would  naturally  go  there.  It  is  expected 
that  a  depth  of  24  feet  at  mean  lower  low  water  will  be  obtained  across 
the  bar. 

The  jetty  is  to  be  of  rubblestone  built  above  high-tide  level.  The 
estimated  cost  of  the  work  is  $1,000,000. 

A  full  description  of  this  work  with  plan  is  published  in  the  Annual 
Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1895,  pp.  3517-3528. 

In  accordance  with  the  authority  granted  by  the  act  of  June  3, 1896, 
making  the  first  appropriation  for  this  work,  it  is  being  done  under  a 
continuing  ex)ntract. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $1,271.76. 

At  that  date  specifications  had  been  prepared  and  advertisements 
iBsned. 

Bids  were  received  and  rejected,  the  work  readvertised,  a  contract 
made,  and  the  work  begun  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1898.  A 
receiving  wharf  was  built  on  the  harbor  side  of  the  point  from  which 
the  jetty  projected;  a  trestle  7,000  feet  long  constructed  across  the 
sand  spit  from  the  receiving  wharf  to  the  jetty  proper,  and  a  large 
plant  accumulated  for  the  rapid  execution  of  the  work.  No  work  had 
been  done  outside  the  high- water  line  on  the  ocean  side  of  the  point  at 
the  end  of  the.  year,  and  hence  no  results  in  the  way  of  increased 
depth  had  been  obtained,  the  depth  remaining  as  heretofore,  12  to  13 
feet  at  mean  lower  low  water  in  a  shifting  channel. 

It  is  expected  that  the  jetty  will  be  extended  seaward  between  2,000 
feet  and  3,000  feet  during  the  present  summer,  and  8,000  feet  to  10,000 
feet  additional  next  summer,  and  completed  the  year  after  that,  or  by 
the  end  of  the  season  of  1900,  provided  there  are  funds  available. 

ExporU  and  imporU, 


¥ear. 


FiMalyear: 

1888 

IflM 

1895 

1880 

Calendar  year: 

1880 

1897 


298,286 
802, 102 
169, 744 
227,351 

110,748 
160,908 


Valne. 


$i,43t743 

3,221,500 

848,591 

1,420,055 

629,677 
1,071,747 


July  1, 1S97,  balance  unexpended $368,728.24 

JnneSOi  18^,  amoont  expended  during  fiscal  year 7,674.62 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 361,053.62 

July  ly  1898,  ontHtanding  liabilities $2,000.00 

July  1, 1886,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts T66, 942.90 ^  ^.^  ^ 

! 768,942.90 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 630, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  ane  30, 1900  500, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  appendix  V  V  2.) 
BUG  98 33 
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3.  Ohehalis  Bivery  Washington. — ^The  portion  of  the  Ohehalis  Biver 
that  it  is  possible  to  navigate  is  aboat  90  miles  in  length,  from  Glaqnato 
to  its  month.    This  may  well  be  considered  in  three  sections: 

1.  The  tidal  section,  from  the  month  to  Montesano,  a  distance  of  15 
miles.    In  this  portion  there  is  about  10  feet  of  water  at  high  tide. 

2.  From  Montesano  to  Elma,  16  miles,  the  river  is  slightly  affected 
by  the  tides  and  has  in  general  sufficient  depth  of  water  for  light-draft 
boats.  But  navigation  is  obstructed  by  logs  and  fallen  trees,  and  in 
summer  by  a  scarcity  of  water  on  the  bars. 

3.  Above  Elma  the  river  is  a  succession  of  shoals  and  pools,  with 
only  6  to  12  inches  of  water  on  the  shosds  during  low  water.  This  part 
of  the  river  is  practically  blockaded  with  snags.  With  improvement 
this  river  could  be  navigated  above  Elma  for  perhaps  four  months  in  the 
year  a  distance  of  30  miles,  and  occasional  trips  made  much  farther  up. 

The  plan  of  improvement  contemplates  the  removal  of  snags,  over- 
hanging trees,  jams,  drift  heaps,  shoals,  and  other  obstructions  to 
navigation  which  may  from  time  to  time  accumulate  in  the  portion  of 
the  river  regularly  used  by  boats. 

The  cost  of  the  work  is  indefinite. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $14,481.99,  and  the  river 
from  Montesano  to  its  mouth  was  kept  open  and  free  from  troublesome 
snags. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  the  snags  which  bad 
accumulated  in  the  river  during  the  preceding  year  were  removed. 

The  river  will  be  gone  over  and  the  dangerous  snags  removed  as  often 
as  the  necessity  demands  and  frinds  permit. 

ExporU  and  imports. 

Year. 

Fiscal  year: 

1896 4^864      $288,  OBI 

Calendar  year: 

1896 2,681        246,498 

1897 2,401        248,887 

• 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $1,518.01 

June  30, 18^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,070.43 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 447.59 

Julyl,  1898,  outstanding  liabiUtiea *  1.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available .* 446.58 


(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project Indefinite. 
Amount  that  can  be  pron tab!  j  expended  in  fiscal  year  endms  June  30, 1S90      3^  000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4^  1897. 

(See  Appendix  V  V  3.) 

4.  Puget  Sound  and  its  tributary  waters^  Washington. — ^The  old  title 
of  this  appropriation  was  '^  improvement  of  Skagit,  Stillagnamish, 
Nooksack,  Snohomish,  and  Snoqnalmie  rivers,  Washington.''  Under 
date  of  Angnst  4, 1892,  the  change  to  the  new  title  was  approved  and 
all  money  and  property  on  hand  were  transferred  and  .thereafter 
accounted  for  under  the  new  title. 

In  their  origioal  conditions  the  navigable  streams  flowing  into  Puget 
Sound  carried  water  enough  for  the  purpose  of  steamer  navigation,  but 
were  obstructed  by  snags,  faUeu  ttoe^)  ^lU^  \o^  ^^ssi^«   They  were  the 
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great  highways  of  the  country,  traveling  by  land  being  almost  impos- 
sible on  acoonnt  of  the  heavy  timber,  dense  underbrush,  and  fallen  logs. 

About  their  mouths  there  are  in  every  instance  large  areas  of  shal- 
low water  with  tortuous  channels,  and  these  are  often  obstructed  by 
drift  These  shallows  act  as  subqierged  dams  to  the  rivers  and  by 
preventing  the  free  outflow  of  their  waters  indirectly  do  great  damage 
by  inundating  the  lowlands  through  which  they  flow. 

The  plan  of  improvement  contemplates  the  removal  of  snags,  logs, 
trees,  and  other  obstructions  to  navigation.  For  this  purpose  a  snag 
boat  with  an  outfit  of  tools  and  appliances  has  been  provided.  This 
boat  passes  firom  one  river  to  another,  doing  service  in  each  as  far  as 
the  necessities  of  its  commerce  require  and  as  the  amount  of  the  funds 
appropriated  will  admit. 

With  the  funds  that  have  been  appropriated  this  snag  boat  and  outfit 
have  been  provided,  and  a  large  number  of  snags,  jams,  overhanging 
trees,  and  other  obstructions  to  navigation  removed.  The  obstructions 
in  the  rivers,  with  those  that  come  in  with  every  freshet,  wilJi  furnish 
constant  employment  for  the  snag  boat  for  an  indefinite  period. 

The  amount  expended  on  theproject  to  June30, 1897,  was  $113,i73.87. 

The  snag  boat  had  been  built,  operated  part  of  the  time  for  fourteen 
years,  and  rebuilt  The  rivers  had  been  cleared  of  their  worst  obstruc- 
tions, their  navigation  greatly  improved,  and  the  annual  season  during 
which  *  navigation  was  suspended  by  reason  of  obstructions  greatly 
lessened. 

The  snag  boat  has  been  kept  continuously  at  work  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1898,  and  removed  during  the  year  8,445  snags, 
ranging  in  diameter  from  8  inches  to  15  feet,  and  having  an  aggregate 
length  of  218,665  feet,  and  cut  from  the  banks,  where  they  are  Hable 
to  fall  into  the  streams  and  become  obstructions  to  navigation,  1,480 
trees  with  trunks  ranging  in  diameter  from  6  inches  to  8  feet,  and  hav- 
ing an  aggregate  length  of  128,496  feet  As  a  result  of  the  snagging 
operations  during  the  year,  the  Skagit  River  was  kept  open  for  naviga- 
tion during  the  year  and  its  navigation  at  all  seasons  greatly  improved, 
and  the  navigation  of  the  other  streams,  when  work  was  done,  improved. 

Surveys  of  the  Skagit,  Duwamish,  and  Puyallup  rivers  were  made, 
with  a  view  to  determine  what  work,  other  than  snagging,  could  advan- 
tageously be  done  there. 

The  snagging  operations  will  be  continued  and  such  other  work  done 
as  appears  advantageous  and  the  funds  permit. 

JExporU  amd  imporU. 


Calendar  year. 


Value. 


1897. 


i8,eoo 

11,022 


$358,600 
326,280 


July  ly  1897,  balance  nnexpended $60,026.13 

Jane  90,  USSS,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 16,182.81 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 43,843.82 

Jnly  1, 1898,  ontatanding lUbilities 330.00 

Joly  1, 1898,  balance  arailable 43,513.82 


{  Amoant  (eetiniated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project Indefinite. 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  end  in  ff  June  30, 1900    26,  OUO.  00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  reqnirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  Y  V  4.) 
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5.  Harbor  at  Olympia,  Wash. — ^Olympia  is  situated  at  the  head  of 
Bndd  Inlet.  The  upper  end  of  this  inlet  is  shoal.  The  shoals  extend 
from  the  heart  of  the  city,  at  Foorth  Street  Bridge,  for  a  distance  of 
8,750  feet,  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  low  water  in  Budd  Inlet.  These 
shoals  necessitated  the  building  of  long  wharves  out  to  deep  water,  the 
maintenance  of  which,  due  to  the  ravages  of  the  teredo,  was  very 
expensive.  The  alternative  of  this,  i.  e.,  boats  coming  and  going  only 
at  high  tide,  caused  great  inconvenience. 

It  is  proposed  by  the  plan  of  improvement  adopted  to  dredge  a  chan- 
nel 250  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  the  mean  of  the  lower  low  waters 
from  the  vicinity  of  the  Fourth  Street  Bridge  to  deep  water  iu  Budd 
Inlet.  Near  its  inner  end  the  channel  is  to  be  widened  out  to  500  feet, 
so  as  to  provide  a  turning  basis  for  boats  using  it. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  work  was  $275,000. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $103,925.88.  The  taming 
basin  had  been  dredged  to  a  depth  of  10  feet  at  extreme  low  water  over 
its  entire  area  and  the  channel  had  been  dredged  its  full  width  to  a  depth 
of  8  feet  at  extreme  low  water  for  a  distance  of  1,500  feet  from  the  outer 
end  and  to  a  depth  of  6  feet  at  c^actreme  low  water  for  the  remainder  of 
its  length. 

The  exact  difference  between  "the  mean  of  the  lower  low  waters,'* 
the  datum  of  the  project,  and  "extreme  low  water,"  the  datum  to  which 
the  work  done  has  been  referred,  was  not  fixed,  but  observations  show 
that  "extreme  low  water''  is  veiy  nearly  2  feet  lower  than  "the  mean 
of  the  lower  low  waters,"  so  that  the  turning  basin  had  been  finished 
according  to  the  project  and  the  channel  finished  to  within  2  feet  of  the 
projected  depth  for  the  remainder  of  its  length,  giving  an  available 
depth  at  mean  lower  low  water  of  8  feet. 

Future  work  will  depend  upon  the  funds  appropriated. 

Exports  and  imporii. 


Year. 


FiBoal  year— 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Calendar  year— 

1896 

1897 


96,011 
55,148 
25. 125 
28,480 

36.099 
29,800 


Value. 


$2,087,825 
421,225 
239,400 
^06,700 

191,800 
430, 90» 


Julyl,  1897,  balance  nnezpended $3,074.12 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 842.57 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 2,231.55 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 4.47 

July  1,1898,  balance  available 2,227.06 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 168, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    20, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  reouirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  V  V  5.) 

6.  Waterway  connecting  Puget  Sound  with  lakes  Union  a/nd  Washing- 
ton,— The  river  and  harbor  act  of  September  19,  1890,  contained  an 
item  directing  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  three  officers  of  the  Corps 


RIVEB  AND   HABBOR   IMPROVEMENTS.  517 

of  En^neers,  upon  whom  should  devolve  the  duty  of  selectiug  and 
suTveyiDg  the  most  feasible  location  and  of  estimating  the  expense  of 
constructing  a  ship  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  lakes  Union,  Wash- 
ington, and  Samamish  with  Puget  Sound,  and  appropriating  $10,000 
for  the  necessary  expenses. 

The  Board  thus  appointed  consisted  of  Gol.  G.  H.  Mendell,  Maj.  T.  H. 
Handbury,  and  Gapt.  (now  Msj.)  T.  W.  Symons.  Their  report  is  con- 
tained in  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  40,  Fifty-second  Congress,  first  session, 
and  also  in  Annual  Eeport  of  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1892,  page  2762 
et  seq. 

The  first  appropriation  for  this  work  was  made  in  the  river  and 
harbor  act  of  August  18, 1894. 

The  above-mentioned  report  contained  a  full  description  of  the  phys- 
ical conditions  attendant  upon  the  project  for  uniting  the  lakes  men- 
tioned with  Puget  Sound,  and  of  the  plan  proposed  for  accomplishing 
the  same. 

Briefly  stated,  they  are  as  follows : 

Lake  Washington  lies  directly  east  of  Seattle,  with  its  longest  dimen- 
sion nearly  parallel  to  Puget  Sound,  and  2  to  6  miles  distant  therefrom. 
It  is  19  miles  in  length,  averages  about  2  miles  in  width,  and  has  an 
area  of  about  38.9  square  miles,  or  24,900  acres,  of 'which  probably 
22,000  acres  covers  a  depth  of  25  feet  or  more,  with  maximum  depths  of 
not  less  than  600  feet.    Its  outlet  is  at  the  south  end. 

Lake  Union  lies  at  the  north  end  of  Seattle,  between  Lake  Washing- 
ton and  Puget  Sound.  It  has  an  area  of  1^  square  miles,  or  905  acres, 
of  which  499  acres  covers  a  depth  of  25  feet  or  more,  and  has  a  maximum 
observed  depth  of  60  feet. 

Lakes  Washington  and  Union  have  no  natural  connecting  waterway, 
but  a  small  canal  has  been  cut  by  private  enterprise  through  the  divide 
separating  the  two  lakes  at  what  is  known  as  the  Portage. 

From  Lake  Union  there  is  a  small  stream  flowing  to  the  head  of  Sal- 
mon Bay,  distant  from  Lake  Union  about  1  mile.  From  the  head  of 
Salmon  Bay  to  deep  water  in  Puget  Sound  there  is  a  distance  of  about 
3  miles. 

The  average  elevation  of  the  surface  of  Lake  Washington  is  about  7 
feet  above  that  of  Lake  Union,  and  that  of  Lake  Union  .is  7.8  feet 
above  the  highest  high  tides  in  Puget  Sound.  The  variation  in  the 
level  of  Lake  Washington  amounts  to  about  2.5  feet  either  side  of 
the  average,  and  in  Lake  Union  to  about  1.5  feet  either  side  of  the 
average.    The  extreme  range  of  tide  is  about  18  feet. 

The  general  project  for  this  work  contemplates  the  construction  of  a 
ship  canal  connecting  lakes  Union  and  Washington  with  the  waters  of 
Puget  Sound  through  Salmon  Bay. 

The  estimated  cost  of  a  double- track  canal,  with  masonry  locks  and 
including  the  necessary  right  of  way,  was  $2,900,000  by  the  Shilshole 
Bay  route,  or  $3,500,000  by  the  Smiths  Cove  route;  and  of  a  single- 
track  canal,  with  composite  locks  and  exclusive  of  any  right  of  way, 
was  $1,781,167  by  the  Shilshole  Bay  route,  or  $2,316,167  by  the  Smiths 
Cove  route. 

Since  the  original  estimates  of  the  cost  of  this  improvement  were 
made  several  changes  in  the  plan  have  been  adopted,  all  of  which 
materially  affect  the  cost.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  an  estimate  at 
the  present  time  would  be  loss  than  the  original  maximum  estimate. 

No  funds  have  been  available  for  the  preparation  of  plans  nor  for 
carrying  on  the  work  required  before  an  estimate  can  be  properly  made, 
and  so  no  estimate  is  attempted. 
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The  amonnt  expended  to  Jane  30, 1897,  was  $5,000,  and  at  that  date  a 
cadastral  survey  of  the  right  of  way  and  overflowed  lands  had  been  made 
for  all  except  the  part  from  Smiths  Cove  to  the  head  of  Sahnon  Bay. 

There  was  nothing  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 
1898,  and  no  work  was  done  by  the  United  States.  The  right  of  way 
was  condemned  and  damages  assessed  for  part  of  the  route  by  the 
county  commissioners  of  King  County. 

Detailed  plans  will  be  prepared  as  soon  as  the  money  is  available, 
and  construction  commenced  as  soon  as  possible. 

There  is  at  present  available  for  expenditure  on  this  work  $170^000, 
but  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  August  18, 1894,  no  expenditure 
can  be  made  until  the  entire  right  of  way  and  release  from  all  damages 
shall  be  secured  free  of  cost  to  the  United  States.  The  acquisition  of 
the  right  of  way  is  in  progress,  but  until  completed  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  no  detailed  plans  can  be  prepared.  No  esti- 
mate for  additional  funds  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1900,  is  therefore 
presented. 

The  location  of  the  Puget  Sound  end  of  the  proposed  canal  is  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  April  14, 1898,  he  approved 
the  conclusion  of  a  Board  of  Engineers  that  the  waterway  should  have 
its  terminal  point  at  the  Sound  end  in  what  is  known  as  Shilshole  Bay. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  nnexpended $170,000.00 

Joly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 170,000.00 

(See  Appendix  V  V  6.) 

7.  Uverett  Harbor ^  Washington. — Everett  is  situated  on  a  peninsula, 
one  side  and  the  end  of  which  are  bounded  by  the  Snohomish  Biver 
and  the  other  side  by  the  waters  of  Puget  Sound.  Of  the  water  front 
on  Puget  Sound  but  a  small  part  has  deep  water;  the  remainder  fronts 
on  the  tide  flats  which  have  been  formed  by  the  Snohomish  Biver. 

A  portion  of  the  river  forming  the  rear  or  freshwater  boundary  of 
the  peninsula  has  navigable  depths  sufficient  for  all  ordinary  purposes 
of  commerce,  but  below  this,  and  especially  across  the  tide  flats  at  the 
mouth,  the  water  is  shallow,  and  great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  get- 
ting into  the  fresh-water  river  harbor  back  of  the  city. 

The  plan  of  improvement  adopted  for  this  work  may  be  generally 
described  as  follows : 

First,  to  excavate  a  harbor  basin  in  the  shallows  and  tide  lands 
adjoining  deep  water  near  the  river's  mouth;  second,  to  dredge  a  chan- 
nel from  this  through  the  tide  flats  and  the  Old  Biver  mouth  to  deep 
fresh  water  in  the  Snohomish  Biver,  this  channel  being  designed  to 
bring  fresh  water  to  the  harbor  basin  and  to  afford  fEicilities  for  naviga- 
tion about  the  peninsula  and  into  the  deep  water  bounding  the  penin- 
sula on  the  east;  and  third,  to  protect  and  maintain  this  harbor  and 
channel  across  the  tide  flats  by  a  bulkhead  interposed  between  them 
and  the  open  waters  of  the  sound,  the  bulkhead  to  act  as  a  retaining 
wall  for  the  material  dredged  from  the  harbor. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  improvement  is  $372,000. 

The  amount  expended  on  the  project  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $29,208.23. 

At  that  date  a  dike  for  the  purpose  of  retaining  the  dredged  material 
had  been  built  from  the  lower  end  of  Smiths  Island  along  the  estab- 
lished bulkhead  line  for  a  distance  of  14,436  feet,  and  a  channel,  50  feet 
wide  at  the  bottom  and  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  dredged  fr^m 
the  deep  water  on  the  outside  in  toward  the  deep  water  in  the  river  for 
a  distance  of  2,885  feet 
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The  amount  expended  on  the  project  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  do,  1898,  was  $316.50. 

Sand  flats,  which  rise  some  3  feet  above  mean  low  water,  extend 
entirely  across  the  proposed  channel  so  that  no  boats  of  any  kind  can 
use  the  channel  at  or  near  that  stage. 

The  dike  will  be  kept  in  repair  and  the  dredging  continued  as  funds 
may  be  available. 

EscporU  and  tmporto. 


Year. 


Fiscal  year: 

1896 

1896 

Calendar  year: 

1886 , 

1897 


79,919 
144,541 

210, 547 
74,960 


Value. 


$1,845,282 
2,724,789 

6,384,881 
2,974,626 


July  1,1897,  bftlaooe  nnexpended 

Jane  30, 1888,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year. 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended... 
July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabiUties. 


July  1, 1898,  balance  ayailable 


$791.77 
316.50 

475.27 
.71 

474.56 


{Amount  ^estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 342, 000. 00 
Amounttnatcan  be  profitably  expended  infiscal  vear  ending  June  30, 1900    50, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

(See  Appendix  V  V  7.) 

8.  Swinamish  Slough,  WMhington, — Swinomisli  Slongh  is  a  tidal 
slongh  connecting  the  waters  of  Saratoga  Passage  and  Skagit  Bay  on 
the  south  with  Padilla  Bay  on  the  north.  It  is  an  important  water 
highway,  furnishing  the  most  easterly,  the  shortest,  and  safest  route 
for  the  smaller  class  of  steamboats  between  the  northern  and  southern 
waters  of  Puget  Sound.  It  skirts  the  Skagit  Delta,  the  richest  and 
most  extensive  agricultural  region  of  western  Washington.  It  is,  how- 
ever, shallow  and  crooked  in  some  portions,  and  the  approaches  to  it 
are  across  the  shallow  flats  of  Padilla  Bay  on  the  north  and  Skagit  Bay 
on  the  south. 

Swinomish  Slough  is  the  ordinary  meeting  place  of  the  tides,  although 
at  times  the  tides  run  in  one  direction  entirely  through. 

The  ordinary  rise  and  fall  of  the  tides  in  the  slough  is  about  8  feet. 
As  a  general  thing  throughout  the  slough  there  was  an  abundant  depth 
of  water.  Opposite  La  Conner  there  was  10  to  15  feet  at  low  water; 
just  south  of  La  Conner  this  increased  to  34  feet,  while  at  the  northern 
entrance  to  the  '^Hole  in  the  Wall"  there  was  a  depth  of  40  feet  at  low 
water. 

Where  the  slough  widens  out,  especially  where  the  Indians  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  putting  fish  traps,  this  depth  decreased,  so  that  there  was 
not  over  2  feet  at  low  water  in  any  practicable  channel.  What  channel 
there  was  was  very  crooked. 

At  the  northern  end  the  slough  opens  out  into  the  flats,  forming  the 
southern  portion  of  Padilla  Bay,  in  the  midst  of  diked  land  and  marshes. 

At  the  southern  end  of  the  slough  there  were  two  passages  connect- 
ing the  slough  with  the  waters  of  Skagit  Bay.  These  passages  were 
separated  by  a  rocky  island  called  McGlinns  Island. 
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The  east  passage  was  wide  and  shallow,  having  nowhere  more  than 
2  feet  depth  at  low  water.  The  west  passage  between  McGlinns  and 
Fidalgo  islands  was  at  the  narrowest  place  220  feet  wide,  with  an  ample 
depth  of  water  for  all  purposes. 

This  short  and  crooked  passage  was  so  situated  with  high  rocky  blnffs 
on  either  side  that  one  could  not  see  through  from  one  end  to  the  other. 
On  account  of  its  character  it  had  received  and  was  known  by  the  very 
descriptive  title  of  the  "Hole  in  the  Wall,^ 

This  is  the  passage  used  almost  exclusively  by  steamers. 

The  plan  of  improvement  adopted  is  to  dredge  a  channel  4  feet  deep 
and  100  feet  wide  from  deep  water  in  Saratoga  Passage  across  Skagit 
Flats,  through  the  shoals  of  the  slough  proper,  and  across  the  flats  of 
Padilla  Bay  to  deep  water,  and  to  build  dikes  in  Skagit  and  Padilla 
bays  to  direct  the  ebbing  and  flooding  waters  through  the  dredged 
channels. 

The  estimated  cost  of  this  work  is  $122,000. 

A  report  of  a  survey  of  Swinomish  Slough  upon  which  the  plan  of 
improvement  is  based  is  printed  with  a  general  map  in  House  Ex.  Doc 
No.  31,  Fifty-second  Congress,  first  session,  and  reprinted  without  map 
in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1892,  pages  2753-2762. 

Maps  showing  parts  of  the  improvement  are  also  published  in  the 
Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1804  opposite  page  2615,  and  for 
1896  opposite  page  3377. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $72,830.25. 

At  that  date  a  wattled-pile  dike  6,180  feet  long  had  been  constructed 
from  a  point  400  feet  west  of  the  entrance  to  the  '^Hole  in  the  Wall" 
westerly  to  a  point  300  feet  distant  from  the  northwest  point  of  Ooat 
Island,  a  dike  consisting  of  a  single  row  of  piles  had  been  built  between 
Goat  and  Ika  islands,  and  a  pile,  brush,  and  stone  dike  2,745  feet  long 
had  been  built  between  McGlinns  Island  and  Gallahers  Point.  The 
wattled  dike  having  shown  signs  of  weakness  at  exposed  points,  2,129 
feet  of  it  had  been  strengthened  by  adding  a  second  row  of  piles,  and 
filling  in  between  the  two  rows  with  brush  and  stone.  The  remainder 
of  the  dike  had  been  thoroughly  repaired.  A  channel  100  feet  wide  at 
the  bottom  and  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  had  been  dredged  parallel 
to  and  75  feet  from  the  wattled  dike  for  a  distance  of  6,120  feet,  and 
across  the  tide  flat  just  inside  the  ^<  Hole  in  the  Wall"  between  McGlinns 
Island  and  La  Conner,  and  from  La  Conner  north  about  half  way  to 
the  northern  end  of  the  slough.  Boats  drawing  4  feet  can  now  reach 
La  Conner  from  the  south  at  mean  lo'w  water,  but  not  to  exceed  2  feet 
can  be  carried  through  the  slough. 

A  short  spur  was  added  to  the  dike  inside  the  ^^Hole  in  the  Wall." 

Work  in  accordance  with  the  project  will  be  extended  north  of  La 
Conner  as  fast  as  available  funds  permit. 

Exports  and  imporU, 


Year. 

Tons. 

Value. 

Fiscal  year: 

1893 

55,700 

64,050 

114,917 

131,370 

65.375 
64,497 

$1,  510. 000 

1894 

1,637,000 

•1895.... 

1, 713, 020 

1896 

1,709,700 
1, 347, 664 

Calendar  year: 

1896 

1897 

1,190,000 
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July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $2,169.75 

Jane  SO,  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 2, 005. 61 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 164.14 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 9.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 155.14 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 47, 000. 00 

Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 30,1900    25, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

(See  Appendix  V  V  8.) 

P.  Kootenai  River j  IdahOy  between  Bonners  Ferry  and  the  international 
boundary  line. — The  portion  of  the  Kootenai  Biver  for  which  this  appro- 
priation is  available  is  abont  60  miles  in  length,  has  a  gentle  current, 
and  a  depth  sufficient  for  navigation,  but  was  obstructed  by  many  snags 
which  had  lodged  in  the  river. 

A  description  of  this  part  of  the  river  is  published  in  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1893,  pages  3456-3458. 

The  plan  of  improvement  is  to  remove  the  snags  in  the  river  and  the 
leaning  trees  on  the  banks  which  are  liable  to  fall  in  and  become 
obstructions.    The  estimated  cost  of  the  improvement  is  $5,000. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $2,163.03. 

The  worst  snags  had  been  removed  from  about  one-half  the  stretch  of 
river  to  be  improved. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  entire  stretch  of 
river  included  within  the  limits  of  the  project  was  gone  over  and  all  the 
snags  in  the  channel  cleared  out. 

The  river  will  be  gone  over  occasionally  and  such  new  snags  as  are 
found  taken  out  as  long  as  there  are  funds  available. 

ExporU  and  imports. 


Calendar  year.  Tons.      Valae 


1896 1,600        f42,816 

1897 2,212  49,025 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $2,836.97 

June  90,  1898,  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  yetir 2, 091. 51 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 745.46 

(See  Appendix  V  V  9.) 

10.  Kootenai  River,  above  Jenningn,  Mont. — The  Kootenai  Biver 
between  Jennings  and  the  international  boundary  line,  a  distance  of  65 
miles,  is  fairly  good  for  purposes  of  navigation.  At  extreme  low  water 
it  is  obstructed  at  several  places  by  shoals,  over  which  there  is  not  suf- 
ficient water  for  navigation.  At  the  higher  stages  the  only  obstruction 
of  any  consequence  was  in  a  canyon  about  5  miles  above  Jennings, 
where  the  rock  walls  of  the  river  approach  each  other  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  produce  a  very  marked  damming  effect  upon  the  river,  causing  a 
heavy  fall  and  swift  currents.  Large  rocks  were  scattered  about  in  the 
river  and  along  the  shores,  rendering  the  ascent  of  boats  difficult  and 
the  descent  ext  remely  dan  gerous.  The  best  channels  through  the  worst 
rocks  were  about  80  feet  wide. 
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The  project  adopted  for  this  improvemeDt  is  to  break  up  and  remove 
the  dangerous  rocks,  and  by  cutting  off  the  points  which  produce  the 
damming  effect  so  to  increase  the  channel  as  to  reduce  the  velocity  of 
the  current  and  enable  boats  to  navigate  with  greater  ease  and  less 
danger. 

The  appropriation  for  this  improvement  was  made  in  the  deficiency 
appropriation  act,  approved  July  19, 1897. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  the  projecting  points 
were  cut  off  above  the  low*  water  line  so  that  the  width  of  the  river  at 
the  narrowest  points  was  increased  from  150  feet  at  high  water,  its  origi- 
nal width,  to  200  feet,  and  the  banks  smoothed  down  so  that  boats  can 
now  pass  this  canyon  with  comparative  safety.  Previous  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  appropriation  under  which  this  work  was  carried  on  the 
rocks  in  the  channel  had  been  removed  to  slightly  below  low  water  by 
private  enterprise,  so  that  at  the  higher  stages  there  is  now  an  available 
channel  200  feet  wide  where  formerly  the  widest  channel  was  only 
80  feet. 

Such  rocks  as  may  prove  to  be  obstructions  will  be  removed. 

Of  the  values  given  below,  $42,373  worth  of  exports  and  $127,548 
worth  of  imports  passed  through  the  hands  of  the  collector  of  customs, 
port  of  Oreatfalls,  Mont. 

Three  steamers  plied  on  the  river  part  of  the  year — the  North  8tar^ 
379  tons;  Gwendoline^  158  tons,  and  Buth^  368  tons.  The  maximum 
draft  is  3  feet  6  inches. 

One  thousand  and  eighty-seven  passengers  were  carried. 

The  steamers  OtoendoUne  and  Ruth  were  wrecked  on  May  7, 1897. 

No  previous  report  of  statistics  has  been  made  for  this  work. 

Exports  and  imparU. 


Clau  of  goodB. 


Grain 

Hay 

Ore..., 

Lumber 

Miaoellaneona 


Total 


BxporUi. 


Quantity. 


Tom. 
170 


875 


1,311 


Valne. 


#6,820 
6,067 


337 
76,772 


88,016 


Imports. 


Quantity. 


Tont. 


S.G75 


Value. 


$180,260 


2,675 


180,250 


Amount  appropriated  by  act  of  Julv  19,1897 $5,000.00 

Juue  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3,564.64 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,435.36 

July  1, 1898, outstanding  liabilities .        15.31 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,420.06 

(See  Appendix  V  V  10.) 

11,  Flathead  Biver,  Montana, — ^The  i)ortioii  of  the  Flathead  River 
included  within  the  limits  for  which  this  appropriation  is  available  is 
about  27  miles  in  length.  This  portion  of  the  river  is  of  very  gentle 
slope,  running  with  many  turns  through  a  large  area  of  low-lying  lands, 
and  has  a  minimum  depth  of  about  10  feet,  but  is  obstructed  by  a  large 
number  of  snags  which  have  accumulated  in  the  river. 

The  plan  of  improvement  is  to  remove  the  snags. 

No  estimate  of  the  cost  of  this  improvement  has  been  made,  and  firom 
I  its  nature  none  can  be  made. 
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ITothing  had  been  spent  on  this  improvement  up  to  Jane  30, 1897. 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1898,  the  entire  stretch  of 
river  within  the  limits  of  the  project  was  worked  over  and  a  greater 
part  of  the  worst  snags  removed. 

The  remainder  of  the  snags  which  obstruct  navigation  will  be 
removed. 

The  fands  sdready  appropriated  are  sufficient  to  carry  on  all  the  work 
necessary  for  the  next  two  years. 

One  steamer  with  a  draft  of  3  feet  is  engaged  in  traffic  on  the  river 
and  lake. 

Three  hnndred  and  sixty-three  tons  of  freight,  consisting  of  general 
merchandise,  lumber,  hay,  and  grain,  and  282  passengers  were  carried 
between  local  points. 

Owing  to  the  snagging  operations  on  the  river,  some  20,000  ties  were 
mn  oat^  and  this  wUl  probably  constitute  one  of  the  industries  of  the 
country. 

Jal7l,lS97y  balance  unexpended $10,000.00 

June  SO,  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 4,471.03 

July  1,1898, balance  nnexpended 6,528.97 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 10.00 

July  1, 1898, balance  available ^ 5,518.97 

(  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project Indefinite. 

<  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
(     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867. 

(See  Appendix  V  V  U.) 

BXAMINATION  AND  SURVEYS  MADE  IN  OOMPLIANOB  WITH  BIYEB  AND 

HABBOB  ACT  OF  JUNE  3,  1896. 

The  preliminary  examination  and  surveys  of  the  following  localities, 
required  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  Jnne  3, 1896,  were  made  by  the 
local  engineer,  Gapt.  Harry  Taylor,  Gorps  of  Engineers,  and  reports 
thereon  submitted: 

1.  Preliminary  examination  of  Neah  Bay^  Wa^hingtony  with  a  vieto  to 
its  improvement  as  a  harbor  of  refuge. — Gaptain  Taylor  submitted  report 
of  examination  November  10, 1897.  He  states  that  from  the  conditions 
under  which  the  commerce  passing  through  the  Strait  of  Juan  de  Fuca 
is  carried  on,  as  described  in  his  report,  and  the  number  of  wrecks  which 
have  occurred,  it  seems  that  this  commerce  does  frequently  need  a  har- 
bor of  refuge;  that  Neah  Bay  is  the  best  and  most  suitable  place  for 
such  a  harbor  of  refuge;  that  in  his  opinion  the  locality  is  worthy  of 
improvement  <<  as  a  harbor  of  refuge,"  and  that  the  improvement  is 
justified  by  the  interests  of  commerce  involved.  His  views  are  con- 
curred in  by  the  division  engineer,  GoL  Ghas.  B.  Suter,  Gorps  of 
Engineers. 

It  is  estimated  that  a  survey  necessary  for  preparation  of  plans  and 
estimates  for  improvement  will  cost  $500,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Ohief  of  Engineers  that  the  conditions  justify  such  a  survey  as  will 
furnish  the  detailed  information  necessary  for  determining  the  cost  of 
the  proposed  work  and  its  relation  to  the  interests  of  commerce  involved. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Gongress  and  printed  in  House  Doc 
No.  139,  Fifty-fifth  Gongress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
VV12.) 

2,  Survey  of  mouth  of  Willapa  River  and  Mailboat  Slough,  Washing- 
tan.— OtkptsAn  Taylor  submitted  report  of  survey  Augus:t  20, 1897.    The 
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river  is  obstructed  by  two  bars  between  Sonth  Bend  and  the  month, 
and  the  plan  of  improvement  proposed  by  Captain  Taylor  is  to  dredge 
these  two  bars  to  a  depth  of  20  feet  at  mean  lower  low  water,  the  width 
through  the  lower  bar  to  be  200  feet  and  through  the  upper  bar  100 
feet.  He  estimates  that  the  work  proposed  will  cost,  in  round  numbers, 
$80,000. 

Captain  Taylor  states  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  proposed  improvement 
is  a  worthy  one,  and  is  justified  by  the  interests  of  the  commerce  involved, 
and  his  opinion  is  concurred  in  by  the  division  engineer.  Colonel  Suter. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
Ko.  100,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
.  V  V  13.) 

3,  Survey  of  Quillayute  Harbor  and  River ,  Washington. — Captain  Tay- 
lor submitted  report  of  survey  November  6, 1897.  The  plan  of  improve- 
ment submitted  provides  for  the  closing  of  the  present  river  mouth  by 
means  of  a  dike,  the  reopening  of  the  old  mouth,  the  protection  of  the 
sand  spit  between  the  existing  lagoon  and  the  ocean,  and  the  making 
of  a  cut  across  the  sand  spit  to  the  south  of  the  lagoon  into  Quillay  ute 
Harbor.    The  cost  of  the  work  is  estimated  at  $20,000. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No.  130,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
V  V  14.) 

4,  Survey  of  Deschutes  River  at  its  entrance  in  Olympiu  Harbor^  Wash- 
ington. — Captain  Taylor  submitted  report  of  survey  July  27, 1897. 

The  harbor  of  Olympia  is  now  being  improved  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment in  accordance  with  a  plan  which  provides  for  dredging  a  chan- 
nel 250  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  the  mean  of  the  lower  low  waters 
from  the  vicinity  of  the  Fourth  Street  Bridge  to  deep  water  in  Budd 
Inlet.  Provision  is  also  made  in  the  existing  project  for  a  turning  basin 
near  the  inner  end  of  the  channel. 

Two  methods  of  improvement  are  suggested  in  the  accompanying 
report,  one  by  dredging  a  channel  sufficient  to  accommodate  sballow- 
draft  boats,  and  the  other  to  form  a  fresh- water  harbor  south  of  Fourth 
street.  The  former  method  is  estimated  to  cost  $264,000,  and.  Captain 
Taylor  reports,  would  facilitate  the  export  of  beer  and  possibly  in  the 
future  some  other  manufactures.  The  latter  plan  is  estimated  to  cost  in 
excess  of  $1,000,000,  and.  Captain  Taylor  states,  might  result  in  stimu- 
lating the  lumber  industry  of  Olympia. 

In  the  opinion  of  Captain  Taylor  and  of  the  division  engineer,  Colo- 
nel Suter,  neither  form  of  improvement  is  justified  by  the  interests  of 
commerce,  nor  is  any  improvement  of  the  Deschutes  River  or  Olympia 
Harbor,  other  than  that  which  is  already  nearly  completed,  justified  by 
the  interests  of  commerce  involved. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc.  No. 
104,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  V  V  15.) 

5,  Survey  of  mouth  of  Puyallup  River ^  Washington. — Captain  Taylor 
submitted  report  of  survey  February  16,  1898. 

One  improvement  desired  appears  to  have  for  its  object  the  control 
of  the  flood  waters,  to  prevent  overflow  of  adjacent  land,  and  another 
the  dredging  of  two  waterways  deep  enough  to  accommodate  ocean- 
going vessels,  one  to  be  called  the  Puyallup  Waterway,  the  other  the 
City  or  West  Waterway,  at  Tacoma,  Wash. 

Captain  Taylor  presents  a  project  for  deepening  the  Puyallup  Water- 
way to  25  feet  at  low  water  thronghout  its  entire  length  and  width  by 
the  removal  of  3,241,400  cubic  yards  of  material,  at  a  cost,  including 
bulkheading,  engineering,  etc.,  estimated,  in  round  huml^ers,  to  be 
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iSTOjOOO,  In  his  opinion  the  land-reclamation  project  should  not  be 
undertaken  by  the  Government  as  part-  of  river  and  harbor  improve- 
ments, and  no  estimate  is  presented  for  the  City  Waterway  for  the  rea- 
son that  it  is  not  part  of  the  month  of  the  PuyaUnp  Kiver  at  the  present 
time. 

In  his  letter  transmitting  this  report  Gaptain  Taylor  states  that,  in 
his  opinion,  the  proposed  improvement  is  not  a  worthy  one  and  is  not 
justified  by  the  interests  of  the  commerce  involved.  His  yiews  are  con- 
curred in  by  the  division  engineer,  Golonel  Suter. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Gongress  and  printed  in  House  Doc.  !No. 
345,  Fifty-fifth  Gongress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix  Y  Y  16.) 

6,  Survey  of  Buwamish  River  and  its  tributaries,  Washington, — Gap- 
tain  Taylor  submitted  report  of  survey  March  5, 1898. 

The  improvement  of  the  Duwamish  Kiver  is  carried  on  from  time  to 
time  under  an  appropriation  provided  by  Gongress  for  improving  Puget 
Sound  and  its  tributary  waters,  the  operations  consisting  of  the  removal 
of  snags,  logs,  trees,  and  other  obstructions  to  navigation.  The  stream 
is  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  Black  and  White  rivers,  and  there  is 
at  present  no  navigation  on  any  of  the  rivers  of  the  Duwamish  system. 

Gaptain  Taylor  states  that  any  demand  that  there  may  be  for  the 
improvement  of  this  river  does  not  originate  in  a  desire  to  increase  its 
navigable  capacity  nor  to  improve  its  navigability,  but  in  a  desire  to 
have  the  bottom  lands  along  its  course  protected  from  overflow;  but 
the  conditions  surrounding  the  Duwamish  Biver  make  the  problem  of 
protecting  these  bottom  lands  from  overflow  an  exceedingly  difficult 
one  to  solve  at  an  expense  that  would  not  be  far  greater  than  would 
be  warrant-ed  by  the  present  value  of  the  lands  concerned,  and,  in  the 
opinion  of  Gaptain  Taylor,  the  only  possible  way  of  affording  such  pro- 
tection is  by  a  complete  and  thorough  system  of  dikes,  but,  for  the 
reasons  stated  in  the  report,  it  does  not  appear  that  such  work  should 
be  undertaken  by  the  General  Government. 

In  forwarding  the  report  to  this  office  the  local  officer  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  interests  of  the  commerce  involved  do  not  justify  any 
improvement  of  the  Duwamish  Biver  at  the  present  time  other  than  a 
small  amount  of  snagging,  which  can  be  done,  whenever  navigation  so 
requires  it,  with  the  funds  appropriated  for  improving  Puget  Sound 
and  its  tributary  waters,  and  these  views  were  concurred  in  by  the 
division  engineer,  Golonel  Suter. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Gongress  and  printed  in  House  Doc 
No.  395,  Fifty-fifth  Gongress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
V  Y  17.) 

7.  Survey  of  Skagit  River  from  its  mouth  to  the  town  of  Sedro^  Wash. — 
Captain  Taylor  submitted  report  of  survey  December  11, 1897. 

This  river  is  now  being  improved  by  the  United  States  by  removing 
snags,  etc.',  under  appropriations  for  improving  Puget  Sound  and  its 
tributary  waters,  the  chief  obstructions  to  navigation  being  snags, 
which  accumulate  with  every  freshet. 

Gaptain  Taylor  states  that  the  improvement  of  Skagit  Biver,  which 
is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  navigation,  is  that  which  has  been  car- 
ried on  for  a  number  of  years  past,  viz,  removing  the  snags  which  lodge 
in  the  river  channel.  He  has  carefully  considered  the  advantages  to 
navigation  to  be  derived  from  other  methods  of  improvement,  such  as 
dredging,  dike  building,  revetting  banks,  and  straightening  the  river, 
but  concludes  that  they  are  not  sufficient  to  justify  the  expense. 

The  improvement  most  desired  by  the  people  living  in  the  Skagit 
Yalley  is  such  as  will  prevent  their  lands  being  overflowed  with  each 
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freshet,  by  opening  the  various  mouths  of  the  river  so  as  to  afford  free 
exit  for  the  flood  waters,  but  the  evidence  shown  by  the  history  of  the 
river  is  that  one  good  navigable  channel  may  be  maintained  from  a 
short  distance  inside  the  tide  flats  up  the  river  to  Mount  Vernon,  and 
that  one  channel  is  best,  not  only  for  navigation,  but  also  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  farms  along  the  river  banks. 
In  his  letter  transmitting  this  report  Oaptain  Taylor  states: 

In  mv  opinion  the  continuance  of  the  work  which  has  heretofore  been  carried  on 
in  the  Skagit  River — that  is,  suas^ging — is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  nayiga- 
tion  of  the  river,  and  bo  far  as  this  is  concerned  the  improvement  is  a  worthy  one 
and  Justified  by  the  interests  of  the  commerce  involved,  but,  for  the  reasons  stated 
in  the  report,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  no  further  improvement  is  justified  at  the 
present  time. 

These  views  are  concurred  in  by  Colonel  Suter,  the  division  engineer. 

The  report  was  ta'ansmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc 

'So.  204,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix 

V  V  18.) 

6.  Survey  of  Okanogan  River ^  Washington, — Captain  Taylor  submitted 
report  of  survey  December  18,  1897.  The  improvement  proposed  by 
Captain  Taylor  contemplates  rock  removal,  construction  of  wing  dams, 
and  snagging,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  t30,000,  to  permit  navigation 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  the  international  boundary  line  at  all 
times  of  the  year  except  during  extreme  low  water. 

In  transmitting  his  report  Captain  Taylor  expresses  the  opinion  that 
the  proposed  improvement  is  a  worthy  one  and  is  justified  by  the  inter- 
ests of  commerce  involved.  His  views  are  concurred  in  by  Colonel 
Suter,  the  division  engineer. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No.  211,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.    (See  also  Appendix 

V  V 19.) 

9.  Survey  of  Fend  Oreille  River  j  from  its  source  at  Lake  Pend  Oreilley 
IdahOy  to  the  town  of  Metalline^  Wash. — Captain  Taylor  submitted  report 
of  survey  December  28, 1897. 

The  upper  part  of  this  river,  between  Lake  Pend  Oreille  and  mouth 
of  Priest  Biver,  has  a  channel  from  500  to  1,000  feet  wide,  with  a  depth 
of  firom  25  to  50  feet  at  extreme  low  water.  Five  ihiles  below  the  mouth 
of  Priest  Biver  navigation  is  obstructed  by  Albany  Falls,  while  below 
these  falls  the  river  is  navigable  at  extreme  low  water,  for  boats  draw- 
ing less  than  6  feet,  as  far  as  the  Blue  Slide,  a  distance  of  40  miles;  and 
at  a  medium  low  stage  (3  feet  above  extreme  low  water)  it  is  navigable 
for  such  steamers  as  far  as  Box  Canyon,  a  distance  of  about  60  miles, 
the  obstructions  in  this  part  of  the  river  consisting  of  sand  and  gravel 
bars  and  isolated  rocks,  but  none  are  of  a  serious  nature. 

The  most  serious  obstructions  to  navigation  of  the  lower  river  are 
found  in  Box  Canyon,  where  the  river  flows  through  a  narrow  gorge, 
3,600  feet  long,  in  which  the  river  passes  over  large  rocks  which  are 
effectaal  barriers  to  navigation  at  low  water.  Below  the  canyon,  as  far 
as  Metalline,  there  is  a  fairly  good  channel  at  all  seasons  of  the  year, 
and  the  river  is  navigable  for  about  a  mile  and  a  half  below  Metalline 
to  Metalline  Falls,  which  form  the  limit  of  navigation  on  the  lower 
river. 

Captain  Taylor  states  that  above  Albany  Falls  the  river  needs  no 
improvement;  that  to  pass  Albany  Falls  a  lock  would  be  required,  the 
cost  of  which  may  be  roughly  estimated  at  $300,000,  but  that  no 
detailed  estimate  has  been  attempted,  as  there  is  not  the  slightest  rea- 
son for  its  construction;  also,  that  between  Albany  Falls  and  Box 
O&nyon  there  are  a  few  isolated  lock^  ^bkilL  can  be  removed  at  inoon- 
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dderable  expense  and  to  the  great  benefit  of  navigation,  and  that  by 
the  removal  of  certain  submerged  rocks  and  cutting  off  the  worst  of  the 
projecting  points  Box  Canyon  can  be  improved  sufficiently  to  enable 
boats  to  navigate  it  enough  to  bring  out  the  products  of  the  mines  in 
the  vicinity  of  Metalline. 

An  estimate  is  therefore  submitted  for  the  removal  of  12,708  cubic 
yards  of  rock  from  the  river,  at  a  cost,  including  contingencies,  of 
t30,000. 

In  his  letter  transmitting  this  report  to  this  office  Captain  Taylor 
states: 

In  my  opinion  the  propoeed  improvement  of  Box  Canyon,  as  outlined  in  my  report, 
is  a  woitny  one  and  is  Justified  by  the  interests  of  the  commerce  involved.  The 
improvement  of  the  river  between  Albany  Falls  and  Box  Canyon,  to  the  limited 
extent  of  removinfc  certain  rocks,  is  also  recommended,  but  aside  from  this  work  the 
interests  of  commerce  involved  do  not  justify  the  Improvement  of  the  river. 

The  views  of  Captain  Taylor  are  concurred  in  by  Colonel  Suter,  the 
division  engineer. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
Kg.  235.  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
V  V  20.) 

EXAMINATIONS,  SURVEYS,  AND  CONTINGENCIES  OF  RIVERS 

AND  HARBORS. 

For  examinations,  surveys,  and  contingencies  of  rivers  and  harbors 
an  appropriation  of  $200,000  should  be  made,  as  follows: 

For  examinations,  anrveya,  and  contingencies,  and  for  incidental  repairs  for  rivers 
and  harbors,  for  which  there  may  be  no  special  appropriation ;  for  all  expenses  con- 
nected with  the  inspection  of  bridges  reported  as  obstmctions  to  navigation,  with 
the  servioe  of  notices  required  hi  such  cases,  with  the  location  of  harbor  lines  nnder 
the  act  of  September  19, 1890;  and  for  expenses  connected  with  the  examinations 
and  reports  bv  ofBoers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  and  by  Boards  of  Engineers  npon 
plans  for  bridges  anthorized  by  law  to  he  built,  and  upon  bridge  bilS,  reports  on 
which  may  be  called  for  by  Congress,  $200,000. 

SUPERVISION  OP  THE  HARBOR  OP  NEW  TORE. 

The  supervisors  of  the  harbor  daring  the  year  were  Lieat.  John  F. 
Parker,  U.  8.  K,  to  March  12, 1898;  Lieat.  Commander  W.  L.  Field, 
XT.  S.  N^from  March  12,  to  April  1, 1898,  and  Lieat.  Commander  N.  J.  K. 
Patch,  U .  8.  N.,  since  AprQ  1. 1898. 

The  office  of  sapervisor  or  the  harbor  of  New  York  was  created  by 
act  of  Congress  approved  Jane  29, 1888,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  prevent 
obstraotive  and  injarioas  deposits  within  the  harbor  and  adjacent 
waters  of  New  York  City,  by  damping  or  otherwise,  and  to  panish  and 
prevent  sach  offenses."  This  act  has  been  amended  by  section  3  of  the 
act  of  Aagast  18, 1894,  entitled  <<An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
constraction,  repair,  and  preservation  of  certain  pablic  works  on  rivers 
and  harbors,  and  for  other  pnrposes,"  by  which  amendment  the  func- 
tions and  powers  of  the  officer  have  been  greatly  enlarged.  Additional 
duties  are  also  conferred  on  the  sapervisor  by  section  2  of  the  last- 
named  act. 

The  following  additional  legislation  regarding  damping  in  the  port 
of  New  York  was  introdaced  in  the  charter  of  Greater  New  York : 

CBRTAIN  8UB8TAKCB8  NOT  TO  BX  DUMPKD  IN  POBT  OF  NBW  TOBK. 

Skc.  880.  The  placing,  discharging,  or  depoBitinf,  by  any  process  or  in  any  man- 
ner, of  refuse,  dirt,  ashes,  cinders,  mud,  sand,  dredgings,  sladge  acid,  or  au^  ^tVi«t 
lefdae  matter^  3aat3ble  or  otberwiae,  in  the  tidal  waters  of  the  port  oi  ^«^  Xo^^^va 
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defined  by  this  act,  except  noder  permit  of  the  United  States  supervisor  of  the  har- . 
bor,  is  hereby  strictly  forbidden,  and  every  person  violating  the  foregoing  provisions 
shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  thereof  shall  be  puuishcMl  by  a 
fine  of  not  more  than  two  hundred  aud  fifty  dollars  nor  less  than  nve  dollars,  or 
imprisonment  for  not  more  than  six  months  nor  less  than  ten  days,  one-half  of  said 
fine  to  be  paid  to  the  person  or  persons  giving  information  which  shall  lead  to  the 
conviction  of  such  misdemeanor. 

scows  TO  RECEIVE  ASHES,  ETC.,  FROM  STBAM  TUGS  AND  VK86SL8. 

Sec.  881.  The  various  scows  employed  by  the  city  of  New  York,  or  by  the  con- 
tractors for  removing  ashes,  garbage,  and  refuse  of  said  city,  while  moored  at  the 
various  dumping  boards  of  said  city,  are  hereby  designated  and  required  to  receive 
directly  any  and  all  ashes  or  rubbish  from  any  steam  tug  or  steam  vessel  in  the  har- 
bor, and  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  provisions  two  or  more  scows  shall  be  located 
at  such  points  within  the  harbor,  as  the  supervisor  of  the  harbor  may  direct,  for  the 
special  use  of  boats  and  vessels  wishing  to  discharge  ashes  or  rubbish. 

Under  the  provisions  of  section  5  of  the  act  of  June  29, 1888,  a  line 
officer  of  the  !Navy  is  designated  to  discbarge  the  duties  created  by  the 
act  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  On  May  23, 1889, 
the  Secretary  of  War  directed  that  all  communications  in  connection 
with  these  duties  should  be  addressed  to  him  through  this  office,  and 
on  February  1, 1890,  he  further  directed  that  the  powers  conferred  uxK>n 
him  by  the  act  should  be  exercised  through  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 

The  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Patch,  describing  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  operations  in  his  charge,  is  submitted 
a«  Appendix  W  W, 

The  supervisor  recommends  that  a  new  boat  be  built  for  the  use  of 
his  office  to  take  the  place  of  the  steam  tug  Argus j  now  unserviceable, 
and  estimates  the  cost  of  a  suitable  boat  for  the  purpose  at  945,000. 

He  states  in  his  report: 

It  will  be  readily  seen  *  *  »  that  a  constant  and  vigilant  patrol  of  the  bay 
and  harbor  by  the  boats  of  this  office  is  imperative  to  protect  the  channels  from 
probiible  violations  of  the  law  involved  in  the  movement  of  the  enormous  amount  of 
refuse  of  all  kinds,  averaging  yearly  about  10,000,000  cubic  yards. 

In  consideration  of  the  large  expenditure  in  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  and 
channels  of  New  York,  it  is  economy  to  maintain  an  efficient  patrol  for  their 
preservation. 

Estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^  1900, — The  estimate  of 
funds  required  for  this  service  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1900, 
is  given  in  the  above-mentioned  report  as  follows: 

For  pay  of  inspectors,  deputy  inspectors,  office  force,  and  expenses  of  office. .  $10, 260 
For  pay  of  crews  and  maintenance  of  four  steam  tugs  and  three  launches. . .    48, 740 

For  new  boiler  and  installing  same  in  steam  tug  Nimrod 6, 500 

For  purchase  or  construction  of  one  steam  tug 45,000 

Total 110,500 

MISSISSIPPI  RIVERCOMMISSION. 

The  Mississippi  Biver  Commission,  constituted  by  act  of  Congress  of 
June  28, 1879,  is  in  charge  of  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi  Biver 
from  the  Head  of  Passes  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  Biver,  including 
the  rectification  of  Bed  and.Atchafalaya  rivers  at  their  junction  with 
the  Mississippi;  the  building  of  levees,  and  the  improvement  of  the 
several  harbors  for  which  specific  appropriations  have  been  made,  with 
the  exception  of  the  harbor  of  Yicksburg  and  the  mouth  of  Yazoo 
Biver.  It  is  also  charged  with  the  survey  of  the  Mississippi  Biver 
from  the  Head  of  Pasises  to  its  head  waters. 
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The  Commissioners  darlDg  the  past  fiscal  year  were:  Brig.  Gen.  G.  L. 
Gillespie,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers,  president; 
Lieut.  Col.  Amos  Stickney,  Corps  of  Engineers;  Maj.  Thos.  H,  Hand- 
bury,  Corps  of  Engineers;  B.  M.  Harrod,  Eobert  S,  Taylor,  Henry 
Flad,  and  Henry  L.  Marindin,  assistant,  United  States  Coast  and 
Geodetic  Survey. 

The  report  of  the  Commission  upon  the  .operations  under  its  charge 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  is  submitted  as  Appendix 
XX. 

The  work  of  the  Commission  is  carried  on  under  ^Hhe  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  in  accordance  with  the  plans,  specifications,  and 
recommendations  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver  Commission,  as  approved  by 
the  Chief  of  Engineers,"  and  the  work  contemplated  by  law  is  the  gen- 
eral improvement  of  the  river,  the  building  and  repairing  of  levees, 
and  surveys,  the  '* improvement,  surveys,  building,  and  repair  of  levees 
to  be  made  and  carried  on  in  such  manner  as  in  their  opinion  shall  best 
improve  navigation  and  promote  the  interests  of  commerce  at  all  stages 
of  the  river." 

The  project  of  the  Commission  adopted  in  January,  1896,  contem- 
plates the  building  of  levees,  the  annual  dredging  of  channels  through 
the  shoal  places  and  such  minor  bank  work  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  prevention  of  cut-offs,  and  the  protection  of  harbors  and  threatened 
levee  lines  of  exceptional  importance. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  provides  for  continued  work 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi  Biver  from  the  Head  of  Passes 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  during  four  years,  commencing  July  1, 1896, 
the  total  exi)enditure  during  this  period,  as  allotted  by  years,  not  to 
exceed  $9,000,000. 

EHiinatefor  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^  1900. — The  following  esti- 
mate of  funds  required  for  carrying  on  the  works  under  the  charge  of 
the  Commission  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1900,  is  submitted: 

For  improving  Mississippi  River  from  Head  of  Passes  to  the  month  of 
the  Ohio  River,  inclading  salaries  and  clerical,  office^  traveling,  and 

miscellaneous  expenses  of  the  Mississippi  River  Commission $2, 583, 933 

For  improving  harbor  at: 

Greenville,  Miss 50,000 

Delta  Point,  La 110,000 

Natchez,  Miss.,  and  Yidalia,  La 300,000 

New  Orleans,  La 400,000 

For  improvement  at  head  of  Atohafalaya  and  mouth  of  Red  River,  La. ..  25, 000 

Total 3,468,333 

MISSOURI    RIVER    COMMISSION. 

The  Missouri  Biver  Commission,  constituted  by  act  of  Congress  of 
July  5, 1884,  is  in  charge  of  the  improvement  and  surveys  of  the  Mis- 
Bouri  River  below  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 

The  Commissioners  during  the  past  fiscal  year  were  Lieut.  Col.  Amos 
Stickney,  Corps  of  Eugineers,  president;  Maj.  Thos.  H.  Handbury, 
Corps  of  Engineers;  Maj.  W.  H,  ileuer,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  Novem- 
ber C,  1897;  Maj.  W.  L.  Marshall,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  November 
6, 1897;  Garland  C.  Broadhead;  E.  S.  Berlin  to  July  6, 1897,  and  C.  L. 
Chaffee  since  that  date. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  18, 1894,  in  making  appropria- 
tions for  Improvement  of  Gasconade  and  Osage  rivers,  Missouri,  pro- 
vided that  the  funds  should  be   expended  by  the  Missouri  Biver 
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Gommission,  and  the  work  of  improving  these  streams  has  since  been 
carried  on  under  its  direction. 

The  report  of  the  Commission  upon  operations  under  its  charge  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  is  submitted  as  Appendix  Y  Y. 

The  systematic  plan  under  which  the  Commission  is  working,  to  such 
an  extent  as  the  appropriation  acts  permit,  is  that  of  the  permanent 
improvement  of  the  river  in  reaches,  commencing  at  the  lowest  reach, 
as  provided  for  by  law.  It  is  only  by  the  application  of  appropriations 
to  such  systematic  work  that  the  improvement  of  the  Missouri  River 
can  be  accomplished.  Allotments  fiirom  the  appropriations  for  work  in 
detached  localities  can  do  but  little  good  at  such  points,  and  all  such 
allotments  interfere  materially  with  the  progress  of  the  systematic 
improvement,  increase  its  cost,  and  postpone  the  time  when  commerce 
will  commence  to  reap  full  benefit  from  the  improvement. 

Estimate  far  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^  1900. — The  following  esti- 
mate of  funds  required  for  carrying  on  the  works  under  the  charge  of 
the  Commission  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1900,  is  submitted,  being, 
for  the  Missouri  Eiver,  the  amount  authorized  by  the  act  of  June  3, 1896 : 

Improving  Missouri  River  from  month  to  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  including  office 
and  trayeline  expenses  and  salaries  of  Commission,  surveys,  gauges,  phys- 
ical data  and  publications,  operating  suag  boat,  and  systematic  improve- 
ment of  first  reach $300,000 

Improving  Osage  River,  Missouri : 

For  completion  of  lock  and  dam $146,000 

General  improvement,  including  surveys 25, 000 

'■ 171,000 

Improving  Gasconade  River,  Missouri : 

Snagging,  Qtc 15,000 

Total 486,000 

CALIFORNIA   DEBRIS   COMMISSION. 

Act  of  Congress  approved  March  1, 1893,  provided  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  California  Debris  Commission,  to  consist  of  three  officers 
of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  appointed  by  the  President,  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate,  whose  fdnctions  relate  to  hydraulic  mining  in 
the  territory  drained  by  the  Sacramento  and  San  Joaquin  river  systems 
in  California.  The  Commission  is  empowered  and  required  to  adopt 
plans  for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  in  the  systems  men- 
tioned, to  project  and  construct  works  for  impounding  detritus  and 
preventing  the  deterioration  of  the  rivers  from  the  deposit  of  hydraulic 
mining  and  other  debris,  and  to  devise  means  and  issue  permits  for 
resuming  and  carrying  on  hydraulic  mining  operations  under  condi- 
tions that  will  not  injure  other  interests  in  the  State.  The  powers  of 
the  Commission  y  methods  of  procedure,  etc.,  are  prescribed  in  the  act 
in  detail. 

The  Commissioners  during  the  past  fiscal  year  were  Col.  Chas.  B. 
Suter,  Corps  of  Engineers;  Maj.  Chas.  E.  L.  B.  Davis,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, to  November  19, 1897;  Maj.  W.  H.  Heaer,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
since  Kovember  19, 1897,  and  Lieut.  Herbert  Deakyne,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers. 

The  report  of  the  Commission  upon  operations  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1898,  is  submitted  herewith  as  Appendix  Z  Z. 

Estimate  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30y  1900, — The  Commission 
submits  an  estimate  amounting  to  $15,000  for  payment  of  the  necessary 
expenses  of  the  Commission  during  the  fiscsd  year  ending  June  30, 1900, 


BSIDQING   NAVIGABLE   WATERS.  531 

BRIDGING     NAVIGABLE     WATERS     OP     THE     UNITED 

STATES. 

Plans  and  maps  of  locations  of  the  following  bridges,  proposed  to  be 
erected  under  the  authority  of  special  acts  of  Congress,  have  been 
examined  with  a  view  to  protection  of  the  interests  of  navigation,  and 
have  been  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  provided  by  the  acts; 
and  the  local  engineer  officers  have  been  furnished  with  copies  of  the 
instruments  of  approval  and  drawings  showing  plans  and  locations, 
and  charged  with  the  supervision  of  the  construction  of  the  bridges 
so  far  as  necessary  to  see  that  they  are  built  in  accordance  with  the 
approved  plans: 

i.  Bridge  of  the  city  ofMonroCy  La,,  across  Ouachita  River  at  Desiard 
street. — ^Plans  for  the  construction  of  this  bridge  were  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  July  2, 1897.  (See  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  1897,  p.  530.) 

Plans  for  construction  of  timber  crib  work  between  the  city  bridge 
and  the  Yicksbarg,  Shreveport  and  Pacific  Bailway  Bridge  were  sub- 
mitted September  6, 1897;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  Septem- 
ber 18, 1897. 

^.  Bridge  of  the  Columbia  and  Bed  Mountain  Bailway  Company  across 
Columbia  Biver,  at  Northport,  Wash, — Plans  and  map  of  location  for  a 
bridge  to  be  built  under  authority  of  act  of  Congress  approved  January 
27, 1897,  were  submitted  August  20, 1897  j  approved  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  September  30, 1897. 

3.  Bridge  of  Marietta  and  Williamstown  Bridge  Company  across  Ohio 
Biver  between  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  Williamstown,  W,  Fa.-rPlans  and 
map  of  location  were  submitted  IS'ovember  2, 1897,  and,  pursuant  to 
the  requirements  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  December  17,  1872,  as 
amended  by  act  of  February  14, 1883,  were  considered  by  a  Board  of 
engineers. 

Modified  plans,  conforming  to  the  requirements  of  the  Board,  were 
submitted  January  26, 1898 j  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  Feb- 
ruary 4, 1898. 

4.  Bridge  of  the  Mifflin  Bridge  Company  OAsross  Monongahela  Biver  at 
McKeesport,  Pa. — Plans  and  map  of  location  for  a  bridge  proposed  to 
be  built  under  authority  of  act  of  Congress  approved  February  25, 1897, 
were  submitted  January  22, 1898,  and  modified  plans  were  received 
February  16, 1898:  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  February  24, 
1898. 

5.  Bridge  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Bridge  Company  across  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  Canal, — Plans  for  reconstruction  of  this  por- 
tion of  the  bridge  across  the  Ohio  River  at  this  locality  were  submitted 
January  5, 1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  March  2, 1898. 

6.  Bridge  of  th6  Mississippi  River,  Hamburg  and  Western  Railway 
Company  a>cross  Bayou  Bartholomew,  Arkansas, — Construction  of  this 
bridge  was  authorized  by  act  of  Congress  approved  March  12, 1898. 
Plans  and  map  of  location  were  received  March  5, 1898;  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  May  17, 1898. 

7.  Bridge  of  Leflore  County,  Miss,,  across  Yazoo  River  at  Greenwood, — 
Construction  of  this  bridge  was  authorized  by  act  of  Congress  of  March 
3, 1897,  as  amended  by  act  approved  April  29, 1898.  Plans  and  map  of 
location  were  submitted  March  9, 1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  May  12, 1898. 

8.  Bridge  of  the  Bellaire-Benwood  Bridge  Company  a^cross  Ohio  River 
between  BeUaire,  OhiOy  and  Benwoodj  W.  Va. — ^Plans  and  map  of  loca- 
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tion  were  received  February  16, 1897,  and  were  referred  to  a  Board  of 
Officers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  as  required  by  section  4  of  act  of 
Congress  of  February  14, 1883. 

In  a  report  of  April  23, 1897,  the  Board  recommended  that  the  com- 
pany be  required  to  provide  a  channel  span  800  feet  in  length,  with  a 
height  of  90  feet  above  low  water,  and  modified  plans  conforming  to 
these  recommendations  were  submitted  by  the  company  April  22, 1898; 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  May  26, 1898. 

9.  Bridge  of  Dale  County ^  Ala.,  across  Clioctawhatchee  River  near 
Newton. — Plans  and  map  of  location  for  construction  of  this  bridge 
under  authority  of  act  of  Congress  approved  February  14, 1898,  were 
submitted  May  16,1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  May  31, 
1898. 

10.  Bridge  of  Dale  County ^  Ala, ^a^cross  ChoctawJiatchee  River  near  Old 
Hollis  Bridge. — Construction  of  this  bridge  was  authorized  by  act  of 
Congress  approved  February  14, 1898.  Plans  and  map  of  location  were 
submitted  April  2Sy  1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  May  31, 
1898. 

11.  Bridge  of  the  Chicago,  MiltcauJcee  and  St,  Paul  Railicay  Company 
across  Mississippi  River  between  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wis.,  and  NortJi 
McGregorj  Iowa. — Plans  and  map  of  location  for  reconstruction  and 
relocation  of  the  existing  bridge  at  this  place,  authorized  by  act  of 
Congress  approved  March  30,  1898,  were  submitted  June  11,  1898; 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  June  29, 1898. 

13.  Bridge  of  the  Yazoo  and  Mississippi  Valley  Railroad  Company 
across  Yalobusha  River,  in  Leflore  County,  Miss, — Authority  for  con- 
struction o£  this  bridge  was  granted  by  act  of  Cougress  approved 
July  7,  1898.  Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted  July  0,  1898; 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  July  16,  1898. 

13,  Bridge' of  the  Jotiesboro,  Lalce  City  and  Eastern  Railroad  Company 
across  Lake  St.  Francis  near  Lake  City,  Ark, — Construction  of  this 
bridge  was  authorized  by  act  of  Congress  approved  June  16,  1898. 
Plans  and  map  of  location  were  received  July  18, 1898;  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  August  8, 1898. 

14,  Bridge  of  the  Leiciston  Connecting  Bridge  Company  across  Niagara 
River  at  Lewiston,  N.  Y. — The  construction  of  this  bridge  was  autlior- 
ized  by  act  of  Congress  approved  May  22, 1896.  Plans  and  map  of 
location  were  submitted  July  18, 1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  August  11, 1898. 

15,  Bridge  of  the  Lewiston- Concord  Bridge  Company  across  Snake 
River  between  Lewiston,  Idaho^  and  Concord,  Wash, — Plans  and  map  of 
location  for  a  bridge  to  be  built  at  this  locality  under  authority  of  act 
of  Congress  approved  February  16, 1898,  were  submitted  November  26, 
1897,  and  modified  plans  July  6, 1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  August  24, 1898. 

Under  the  provisions  of  section  7  of  river  and  harbor  act  approved 
Sei)tember  19,  1890,  amended  by  section  3  of  river  and  harbor  act 
approved  July  13, 1892,  bridges  may  be  built  over  navigable  waters 
entirely  within  the  limits  of  any  State,  under  the  authority  of  legislative 
enactment  of  such  State,  when  the  plans  and  locations  of  the  structures 
are  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  Plans  and  maps  of  locations 
of  the  following  bridges  proposed  to  be  erected  uqder  these  provisions 
have  been  examined,  with  a  view  to  protection  of  the  interests  of  navi- 
gation, and  have  been  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War;  and  the 
local  engineer  officers  have  been  furnished  with  copies  of  the  drawings 
and  instruments  of  approval,  and  charged  with  the  supervision  of  con- 
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RtrnctioTi  of  the  bridges  so  far  as  necessary  to  see  that  they  are  built  in 
accordance  with  the  approved  plans: 

1.  Bridge  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Company  a4iro88  Passaic  River  at  NeicarJcy 
N,  J. — Plans  for  reconstruction  of  the  approaches  to  this  bridge  were 
submitted  September  2, 1897;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  Sep- 
tember 16, 1897. 

2.  Bridge  of  the  city  of  Boston^  Mass.^  across  Fort  Point  Channel.— 
Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted  April  30, 1897;  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  September  23,'  1897. 

3.  Bridge  of  Butler  and  Muhlenberg  counties^  Ky.,  across  Mud  River  at 
or  near  Rochester^  Ky. — Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted 
February  27, 1897;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  October  2,  1897. 

4.  Bridge  of  the  United  Railroads  of  Washington  across  Wishica  River ^ 
Washington. — Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted  September  3, 
1897;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  October  2,  1897. 

5.  Bridge  of  the  United  Railroads  of  Washington  across  Hoquiam 
River ^  Washington. — Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted  Sep- 
tember 3, 1897 ;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  October  2, 1897, 

6".  Bridge  of  the  city  of  Bridgeport^  Conn.,  across  Yellow  Mill  Pond  at 
Stratford  avenue. — Plans  for  a  bridge  to  replace  the  existing  structure 
at  this  place  were  submitted  September  3, 1897;  approved  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  W^ar  October  4,  1897. 

7.  Bridge  of  the  city  of  Appleton,  Ww.,  a^yross  the  United  States  Fox 
River  Canal  at  Lake  street. — Plans  for  reconstruction  of  the  superstruc- 
ture of  the  existing  bridge  at  this  place  were  submitted  September  17, 
l.*>97;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  October  12, 1897. 

8.  Bridge  of  Osage  County,  Mo.,  across  Gasconade  River  at  Rollins 
Ferry. — Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted  July  2,  1897,  and 
moditied  plans  were  received  September  17, 1897;  approved  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  October  19, 1897. 

.9.  Bridge  of  Craven  County,  N.  C,  across  Trent  River  at  Newhern. — 
Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted  October  4, 1897;  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  October  2G,  1897. 

10.  Bridge  of  the  city  of  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  across  Black  River  at  Elm- 
wood  street, — Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted  August  13, 1897, 
and  moditied  plans  Octobers,  1897;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
October  26, 1897. 

11.  Bridge  of  the  city  of  New  York  across  the  channel  between  City 
Island  and  Pelham  Bay  Park. — Plans  for  a  bridge  to  replace  the  exist- 
ing structure  at  this  place  were  submitted  October  12, 1897;  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  October  29, 1897. 

12.  Bridge  of  Cabell  County,  W.  Va.,  across  Ouyandotte  River  at  Salt 
Rock. — Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted  October  9,  1897; 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  November  1, 1897. 

13.  Bridge  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  III.,  across  South  Fork  of  South  Branch 
of  Chicago  River  at  Archer  avenue. — Plans  for  a  bridge  to  replace  the 
existing  structure  at  this  place  were  submitted  October  16,  1897; 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  November  2, 1897. 

14.  Bridge  of  the  city  of  New  York  across  Harlem  River  between  One 
hundred  and  forty-fifth  and  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  sfrect^. —Plans 
and  map  of  location  were  submitted  October  23,  i897;  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  November  11, 1897. 

15.  Bridge  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  and  Quincy  Railroad  Company 
across  Quincy  Bay  at  Quincy,  III. — Plans  for  rebuilding  the  existing 
bridge  at  this  place  were  submitted  October  20, 1897;  approved  by  the 
Secretwy  of  War  November  20, 1897. 
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16.  Bridge  of  the  Oalvesion^  Brazos  and  Southwestern  Railway  Com- 
pany across  Chocolate  Bayou,  Texas. — Plans  and  map  of  location  were 
submitted  October  16, 1897 ;  approved  by  the  Secreti^  of  War  Novem- 
ber 22, 1897. 

17»  Temporary  bridge  of  the  New  TorJc  Central  and  Hudson  River 
Railroad  oAsross  Spuyten  Duyvil  Creek,  New  York. — Plans  for  a  bridge 
to  replace  the  existing  stracture  at  this  place  were  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  Angust  28, 189f.  (See  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief 
of  Engineers,  1894,  page  430.) 

Plans  for  a  temporary  bridge  to  be  used  during  reconstruction  of  the 
permanent  bridge  were  submitted  November  6, 1897;  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  November  22, 1897. 

18.  Bridge  of  the  Detroit  and  Lima  Northern  Railway  Company  across 
Rouge  River  at  Delray,  Mich. — ^Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submit- 
ted October  23, 1897,  and  modified  plans  November  20, 1897;  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  November  26, 1897. 

19.  Bridge  of  the  Southeastern  and  Atlantic  Railroad  Company  aoross 
Southern  Branch  of  Elizabeth  River  at  Norfolk,  Va. — ^Plans  for  a  bridge 
proposed  to  be  built  at  this  location  by  the  New  York,  Philadelphia  and 
Norfolk  Eailroad  Company  were  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
February  8, 1897.  (See  Annual  Beport,  Chief  of  Engineers,  1897,  page 
633.) 

The  location  having  been  abandoned  by  the  grantees,  plans  for  a 
bridge  at  this  place  were  submitted  by  the  Southeastern  and  Atlantic 
Eailroad  Company  November  12,  1897;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  November  26, 1897. 

30.  Bridges  of  the  dty  of  New  York  across  Bronx  River  at  Westchester 
avenue. — Plans  and  map  of  location  of  a  permanent  and  a  temporary 
bridge  at  this  locality  were  submitted  November  6, 1897;  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  December  2,  1897, 

21.  Bridge  of  the  town  of  Mukwa,  Wis.,  a^yross  Wolf  River  at  North- 
port,  in  said  town. — Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted  Decem- 
ber 1, 1897;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  January  12, 1898. 

22.  Bridge  of  the  Rapid  Railroad  Company  across  the  northwest  comer 
of  Lake  St.  Clair,  Michigan. — Plans  and  map  of  location  of  embank- 
ment, trestle,  and  drawbridge  were  submitted  January  6,  1898;  ap- 
proved by  the  Secretary  of  War  January  26, 1898. 

23.  Bridge  of  the  Peoria  and  Bekin  Traction  Company  across  Illinois 
River  at  Pekin,  III. — Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted  Janu- 
ary 20, 1898,  and  modified  plans  February  6, 1898;  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  February  8, 1898. 

24.  Bridge  of  Whatcom  County,  Wash.,  a^cross  Nooksack  River  at 
Orvis  Ferry. — Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted  January  16, 
1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  February  17, 1898. 

25.  Bridge  of  the  city  of  Saginaw,  Mich.,  a4iross  Saginaw  River  at 
Court  street. — Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted  February  7, 
1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  March  2, 1898. 

26.  Bridge  of  Bergen  County,  N.  J.,  across  Hackensack  River  at  Ander- 
son street,  Hackensack,  N.  J. — Plans  for  a  bridge  to  replace  the  existing 
structure  at  this  place  were  submitted  February  22, 1898;  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  March  14, 1898. 

27.  Bridge  of  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railway  Com- 
pany across  Steamboat  River,  itfin»6»ota.— Plans  and  map  of  location  were 
submitted  February  28, 1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  March 
14,  1898. 

28.  Bridge  of  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railway  Com- 
jpany  across  Kabekona  Narrows^  Minnesota^ — ^Plans  and  map  of  location 
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mrere  submitted  February  28, 1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
March  14, 1898. 

29.  Bridge  of  Craven  County^  N.  C,  across  Ifeuse  River  at  Kewbern. — 
Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted  December  20, 1897,  and  mod- 
ified plans  March  11, 1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  March 
22, 1898. 

30.  Briflges  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  Corporation^  the 
Old  Colony  Railroad  Company^  and  the  New  TorJcj  New  Haven  and 
Hartford  Railroad  Company  a^cross  Fort  Foint  Channel^  Boston  Harbor ^ 
Mass€U)husetts. — Plans  and  map  of  location  for  two  bridges  were  sub- 
mitted February  23, 1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  March 
24, 1898. 

31.  Bridge  of  Jefferson  County^  Tex.j  across  Taylors  Bayou, — Plans 
and  map  of  location  for  a  bridge  at  this  place  to  replace  one  destroyed 
by  storm  were  submitted  March  3, 1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  March  28, 1898. 

32.  Bridge  of  the  KercJchoff-Cuzner  Mill  and  Lumber  Company  a>cross 
a  slough  of  Wilmington  Lagoon,  inner  harbor  of  San  Fedro,  Cal. — Plans 
were  submitted  December  27, 1897,  and  map  of  location  March  25, 1898; 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  March  29, 1898. 

33.  Bridge  of  the  Queen  AnntPs  Railroad  Company  across  Lewes  CreeJe 
at  LeweSy  JJeL — Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted  March  5, 
1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  March  30, 1898. 

34.  Bfkdge  of  the  Eastern  Railway  Company  of  Minnesota  a>cross  Missis- 
sippi River  in  Minnesota. — Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted 
December  24, 1897;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  April  7, 1898. 

35.  Bridge  of  the  Eastern  Railway  Company  of  Minnesota  across  Ball 
Club  River,  Minnesota, — Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted 
December  24, 1897 ;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  April  7, 1898. 

36.  Bridge  of  the  New  Kensington  Bridge  Company  a^n-oss  Allegheny 
River  at  New  Kensington,  Fa. — Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submit^ 
ted  February  8, 1898,  and  modified  plans  April  2, 1898;  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  April  8, 1898. 

37.  Bridge  of  the  Monongahela  Connecting  Railroad  Company  across 
Monongahela  River  near  Thirtieth  street,  South  Side.  Fittsburg,  Fa. — 
Plans  for  construction  of  an  additional  span  for  a  V  to  the  existing 
bridge  at  this  place  were  submitted  March  24, 1898;  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  April  9, 1898. 

38.  Bridge  of  the  Fittsburg  and  Lake  Erie  Railroad  Company  a^sross 
Toughiogheny  River  between  McKeesport  and  Reynoldfon,  Fa, — Plans  for 
reconstruction  of  the  existing  bridge  at  this  place  were  submitted  April 
8, 1898:  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  April  29, 1898. 

39.  JSridge  of  Mr.  Daniel  Thompson  across  Bayou  Teche  at  Calumet 
Flantation,  La, — ^Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted  March  3, 
1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  May  6, 1898. 

40.  Bridge  of  the  Lewiston,  Brunswick  and  Bath  Street  Railway  a>cross 
New  Meadows  River  between  Brunswick  and  West  Bath,  Me. — Plans  and 
map  of  location  were  submitted  April  16, 1898;  approved  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  May  23, 1898. 

41.  Bridge  of  the  town  of  Bourne,  Mass,,  across  Barlows  River. — Plans 
for  a  bridge  to  replace  tbe  existing  structure  at  this  place  were  sub- 
mitted April  25, 1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  May  24, 1898. 

42.  Bridge  of  the  Allegheny  and  Western  Railway  Company  across 
Allegheny  River  near  Mosgrove,  Fa. — Plans  and  map  of  location  were 
sabmitted  January  24,  1898,  -and  modified  plans  February  11,  1898; 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  February  23, 1898. 
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Plans  providing  for  a  modificatioD  of  the  approved  plans  so  as  to 
permit  a  reduction  in  length  of  spans  and  a  change  in  construction  of 
piers  were  submitted  April  30, 1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
May  24, 1898. 

43.  Bridge  of  the  Charleston  and  Seashore  Railroad  Company  cusross  a 
cove  between  Mount  Pleasant  and  SulUvans  Island^  South  Carolina. — 
Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted  May  27, 1898;  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  June  7, 1898. 

44.  Bridge  of  the  Butters  Lumber  Company  a>cross  Lumber  River  near 
Fairbluffj  N.  C. — Plans  and  map  of  location  were  received  May  28, 
1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  June  8, 1898. 

45.  Bridge  of  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad  Company  across 
Tennessee  River  at  Danville^  Tenn. — Plans  for  the  reconstruction  of  the 
existing  bridge  at  this  place  were  submitted  May  30, 1898;  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  June  14, 1898. 

46.  Bridge  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company  a>cross  Little 
Calumet  River  near  Chicago^  111. — Plans  for  reconstruction  of  the  exist- 
ing bridge  at  this  place  were  submitted  May  21, 1898;  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  June  16, 1898. 

47.  Bridge  of  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad  Company  across 
Cumberland  River  at  Clarksville,  Tenn. — Plans  for  construction  of  float- 
ing cribs  between  the  center  pier  and  rest  piers  of  the  drawspan  of 
this  bridge  were  submitted  May  30, 1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  June  16, 1898. 

48.  Bridge  of  the  county  of  Camden^  N.  J.j  across  Cooper  Creek  at  State 
streetj  Camden,  N.  J. — ^Plans  for  a  bridge  to  replace  the  existing  struc- 
ture at  this  place  were  submitted  May  23,  1898;  appi-oved  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  June  16, 1898. 

49.  Bridge  of  the  dty  of  New  YorJc  across  Newtown  CreeJcat  Oreenpoint 
avenue. — Plans  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  existing  bridge  at  this 
place  were  submitted  June  8, 1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
June  17, 1898. 

50.  Bridge  of  the  Charleston  and  Seashore,  Railroad  Company  across 
Breach  Inlet,  between  SulUvans  Island  and  Long  Island,  South  Caro- 
lina.— Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted  June  25,  1898; 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  July  6, 1898. 

51.  Bridge  of  the  parish  of  St.  Martin,  La.,  a^cross  Bayou  Teche  at 
Breaux  Bridge,  St.  Martinville,  La. — Plans  and  map  of  location  were 
submitted  June  21,  1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  July  8, 
1898. 

5:9.  Bridge  of  Walton  County,  Fla.,  across  Black  Creek, — Plans  and 
map  of  location  were  submitted  April  13, 1898;  approved  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  July  9, 1898. 

53.  Bridges  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad  Company  at 
entrance  to  Long  Cove  and  Clarks  Cove,  Thames  River,  Connecticut. — 
Plans  for  the  openings  to  be  left  at  these  localities  in  the  embankments 
now  being  built  along  the  Thames  Kiver,  between  Allyns  Point  and 
Groton,  Conn.,  were  submitted  July  1, 1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  July  11, 1898. 

54.  Bridge  of  Haywood  County,  Tenn,,  across  Big  Hatchee  River  near 
Brownsville. — Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted  June  20, 1898; 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  July  16, 1898. 

55.  Bridge  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  across  Trent  River  near  Pol- 
loksville,  N.  C. — Plans  for  reconstruction  of  the  pivot  pier  of  the  draw 
of  the  bridge  at  this  place  were  submitted  July  19, 1898;  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  August  2, 1898. 
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56.  Bridge  of  Clatsop  County^  Oreg,,  across  Youngs  Bay  at  Astoria. — 
Plans  and  map  of  location  were  submitted  March  12, 1898,  and  modi- 
fied plans  July  22, 1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  August 
16, 1898. 

57.  Bridge  of  the  Wilmington  Bailway  Bridge  Company  across  Cape 
Fear  River  at  Navassa^  K.  C. — Plans  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  exist- 
ing bridge  at  this  place  were  submitted  August  17, 1898;  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  August  20, 1898. 

58.  Bridge  of  the  Wilmington  Railway  Bridge  Company  across  Korth 
Bast  Branch  of  Cape  Fear  River ^  at  Hilton^  N.  C, — ^Plans  for  the  recon- 
struction of  the  existing  bridge  at  this  place  were  submitted  August  17, 
1S9S;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  August  20,  1898. 

59.  Bridge  of  the  Pittsburg  and  Sharpsburg  Bridge  Company  across 
Allegheny  River  from  Pittsburg  to  Sharpsburg,  Pa. — Plans  and  map  of 
location  were  submitted  August  16, 1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  August  24, 1898. 

60.  Bridge  of  the  Mineral  Range  Railway  Company  across  Portage 
Lake,  between  Houghton  and  Hancock,  Mich, — Under  date  of  March  1, 
1898,  the  Secretary  of  War  permitted  the  Mineral  Kange  Railway  Com- 
pany to  rebuild  the  drawbridge  across  Portage  Lake,  between  Hough- 
ton and  Hancock,  Mich.,  on  the  same  lines  as  at  present  and  in  accord- 
ance with  its  request  as  indicated  in  letter  dated  December  10, 1897. 

Under  the  provisions  of  sections  4  and  5  of  the  river  and  harbor  act 
approved  September  19, 1890,  relating  to  bridges  obstructing  naviga- 
tion, plans  for  alteration  of  the  following  bridges,  so  as  to  render  navi- 
gation through  or  under  them  reasonably  free  and  unobstructed,  have 
been  examined  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War;  and  the  local 
engineer  officers  have  been  furnished  with  copies  of  the  plans  and 
instruments  of  approval  and  charged  with  supervision  of  the  work  of 
alteration  so  far  as  necessary  to  see  that  the  approved  plans  are  com- 
plied with: 

i.  Bridge  of  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company  and  the  Southern 
Pacific  Company  a^oss  Sacramento  River  at  Tehama^  Cal. — Complaint 
having  been  made  against  the  existing  bridge  as  an  obstruction  to  nav- 
igation, proceedings  were  instituted  against  it  and  notice  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  dated  May  14, 1896,  requiring  the  bridge  to  be  so  arranged 
as  to  provide  the  western  drawspan  with  an  opening  of  not  less  than 
95  feet  in  the  clear,  measured  at  right  angles  to  the  current  at  low 
water,  and  for  a  depth  of  4  feet  below  low  water  was  served  on  the 
Southern  Pacific  Company  May  27, 1896. 

Plans  for  reconstruction  of  the  bridge  in  accordance  with  require- 
ments of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  for  construction  of  false  work  nec- 
essary to  prosecute  the  work  were  submitted  January  28, 1898,  conjointly 
by  the  companies  owning  and  operating  the  bridge;  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  February  23, 1898. 

2.  Bridge  of  the  city  of  New  York  across  Newtown  Creek  between  Ver- 
non and  Manhattan  avenues. — Plans  for  replacing  the  existing  bridge  at 
this  place  by  a  new  structure  to  be  built  by  the  city  of  Brooklyn  and 
county  of  Queens,  "N.  Y.,  were  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
November  21, 1896.  (See  Annual  Keport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for 
1897,  p.  635.) 

Plans  to  be  in  lieu  of  the  existing  approved  plans  were  submitted 
May  25, 1898;  approved  by  the  .Secretary  of  War  June  3, 1898. 

Kotice  dated  June  30,  1898,  was  served  on  the  mayor  of  New  York 
July  6,  1898,  requiring  the  alteiation  of  this  bridge  to  be  made  in 
accordance  with  approved  x)lans. 
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3»  Bridge  of  the  county  of  Alameda  across  San  Antonio  Estuary  (Oak- 
land Creek)  between  Oakland  and  Alameda^  Cal.j  at  Webster  street. — 
Gk>mplamt  having  been  made  against  this  bridge  as  an  obstmction  to 
navigation,  proceedings  were  instituted  against  it  and  notice  of  the 
Secretaiy  of  War  dated  May  20, 1896,  reqoiring  the  bridge  to  be  pro- 
vided with  a  draw  of  not  less  than  150  feet  clear  opening,  the  draw  to 
be  operated  by  other  than  hand  x)ower,  was  served  on  the  board  of 
supervisors  of  the  county  May  29, 1896.  Plans  for  alteration  of  the 
bridge  in  accordance  with  these  requirements  were  received  April  15, 
1898;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  August  11, 1898. 

BRIDQE8   OBSTRUCTING   NAVIQATION. 

Under  the  requirements  of  sections  4  and  5  of  the  river  and  harbor 
act  approved  September  19, 1890,  the  Secretary  of  War  notified  the 
persons,  corporations,  or  associations  owning  or  controlling  certain 
bridges  obstructing  navigation,  after  giving  them  a  reasonable  oppor- 
tunity to  be  heard,  to  so  alter  said  bridges  as  to  render  navigation 
through  or  under  them  reasonably  free,  easy,  and  unobstructed,  speci- 
fying in  the  notice  the  alterations  required  to  be  made  and  prescribing 
a  reasonable  time  in  which  to  make  them,  as  follows: 

i.  Bridge  of  the  Far  Rockaway  Ferry  and  Improvement  Company 
a^^oss  Far  Rockaway  Bay,  New  York. — ^Notice  dated  September  17, 1897, 
served  on  the  company  September  23, 1897.  Alterations  required:  To 
provide  a  draw  opening  35  feet  wide  in  the  clear  at  the  site  of  the 
present  opening.    Alterations  to  be  completed  October  15, 1897. 

2.  Bridge  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  Com- 
pany a4sross  Sakonnet  River  at  Tiverton,  R.  I. — Notice  dated  April  28, 
1898,  served  on  the  company  May  7, 1898.  Alterations  required:  Con- 
struction of  a  drawspan  having  an  opening  100  feet  wide  in  the  clear 
and  25  feet  deep  at  lowest  low  water,  and  two  tidal  ways  each  100  feet 
wide  and  1  foot  deep  at  mean  low  water,  or  one  such  tidal  way  200  feet 
wide  and  of  the  same  depth.  Alterations  to  be  completed  on  or  before 
May  1, 1899. 

3.  Bridge  of  the  city  of  New  York  across  Newtown  Creek  between  Ver- 
non and  Manhattan  avenues. — Notice  dated  June  30, 1898,  served  on  the 
mayor  of  New  York  July  6, 1898.  Alterations  required :  Widen  the 
drawspans  to  a  clear  width  of  98  feet;  rebuild  or  strengthen  the  piers 
so  that  dredging  can  be  done  close  to  them  without  endangering  the 
bridge;  construct  the  draw  so  that  it  can  revolve  360  degrees,  and 
furnish  the  draw  with  steam  or  other  efficient  motor  for  turning  it, 
together  with  rests  parallel  to  the  channel  and  large  enough  to  protect 
the  bridge  when  open.    Alterations  to  be  completed  June  30, 1899. 

OCCUPANCY  OP  AND  INJURY   TO   PUBLIC  WORKS  BY  COR- 
PORATIONS  AND  INDIVIDUALS. 

Under  the  requirements  of  section  2  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  ap- 
proved July  5, 1884,  and  section  4  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  approv^ 
August  5, 1886, 1  have  no  report  to  submit  of  instances  during  the 
year  in  which  piers,  breakwaters,  or  other  works  built  by  the  United 
States  in  aid  of  commerce  or  navigation  were  used,  occupied,  or  injured 
by  corporations  or  individuals. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

fPablio  works  not  provided  for  in  acts  making  appropriAtions  for  the  constraotion,  repair,  and  prea- 

enration  of  worka  on  riven.and  harbora.] 

BRIDGES  AT  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 
REPAIR  OP  THE  AQUEDUCT  BRIDGE  ACROSS  POTOMAC  RITER. 

This  work  was  in  the  charge  of  Lieat.  Col.  Ghas.  J.  Allen,  Corps  of 
Engineers. 

In  compliance  with  Senate  resolation,  January  21, 1893,  an  examina- 
tion of  the  piers  of  this  bridge  was  made  with  the  aid  of  a  diver.  A 
report  in  detail  of  the  examination  was  rendered  Jane  21, 1893,  and  on 
the  17th  of  July  following  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  repairs  was  sub- 
mitted. By  act  of  August  18, 1894,  an  appropriation  of  $51,070  was 
made  for  the  repairs.  Under  this  appropriation  Piers  IS'os.  2, 3,  5,  6,  7, 
and  8  were  repaired  by  means  of  Portland  cement  concrete  in  bags, 
placed  by  a  diver,  and  the  repair  of  Pier  No.  4  was  made  by  means  of 
a  cofferdam  within  which  new  masonry  was  laid  in  a  large  eroded 
cavity  at  the  upstream  end  of  the  pier.  This  work  was  completed  in 
August,  1895. 

As  the  work  of  repairs  proceeded  it  was  found  that  the  old  masonry 
of  the  pier,  which  was  built  about  1838,  had  not  been  started  from  solid 
rock  and  that  part  of  it  was  of  poor  quality.  There  was  also  a  crack 
in  the  masonry  extending  nearly  throughout  the  entire  height  of  the 
pier.  It  was  decided  that  it  would  be  necessary  before  long  to  remove 
the  defective  masonry  in  the  remainder  of  the  pier  and  replace  it  by 
masonry  of  proper  quality  founded  on  the  solid  rock.  The  existing 
appropriation  was  insufficient  for  this  •purpose,  and  it  was  therefore 
necessary  to  ask  a  further  appropriation.  As  the  cofferdam  would  be 
needed  for  the  proposed  work,  it  was  purchased  from  the  contractors 
upon  completion  by  them  of  their  work  in  1895. 

The  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation,  amounting  to  $4,690.30, 
was  covered  into  the  Treasury. 

A  fidl  report  and  estimate  of  the  cost  of  removing  all  the  old  masonry 
of  the  pier  from  the  coping  down  to  the  bottom  and  rebuilding  from 
the  bottom  up  was  rendered  under  date  of  November  30, 1895,  and 
printed  as  House  Doc.  No.  158,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  first  session, 
and  in  the  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1896,  page  3886. 
The  cost  was  estimated  at  $65,000,  which  sum  was  appropriated  for 
reconstruction  of  Pier  No.  4  by  act  of  Congress  of  June  8, 1896. 

A  contract  for  the  work  of  reconstruction  of  that  pier  was  made  with 
the  Houston  Construction  Company,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  17,  and 
approved  May  28, 1897.  The  total  estimated  amount  of  the  contract 
was  $30,000. 

By  the  terms  of  the  contract  the  work  was  to  be  completed  by 
November  1, 1897. 

By  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  the  contractors 
had  most  of  their  plant  in  position  and  had  made  some  progress  in 
quarrying  rock  for  the  work. 

Work  of  the  pMt  fiscal  year, — The  false  work,  which  during  the  work 
of  reconstruction  was  to  support  the  ends  of  the  two  spans  resting  on 
the  pier,  was  repaired.  The  cofi'erdam  was  also  repaired  and  pumped 
out.  The  trestle  towers  of  the  false  work,  which  rest  upon  the  crib 
work  of  the  cofferdam,  were  blocked  up  by  means  of  square  piles  driven 
to  the  rock  and  capped  and  secured  to  the  crib,  and  by  blocking 
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between  the  crib  timbers.  The  ends  of  the  bridge  spans  were  then 
Ufted  from  their  bearings  on  the  pier  and  remained  suspended  to  tlie 
false  work.  These  operations  were  in  progress  until  about  November 
ly  1897.  In  the  meantime  the  quarrying  and  cutting  of  stone  for  the 
face  masonry  of  the  pier  had  been  in  progress,  but  it  proceeded  slowly, 
and  the  contractors  found  difficulty  in  finding,  in  the  quarry  opened,  a 
sufficient  number  of  stones  large  enough  for  the  lower  courses  of  tlie 
pier.  By  November  1, 1897,  less  than  one-half  of  the  stones  required 
had  been  cut  and  most  of  these  were  for  the  upper  courses  of  the  pier. 
In  response  to  an  application  from  the  contractors  for  extension  of  time 
in  which  to  complete  their  contract  they  were  granted  extension  to  June 
30, 1898.  In  March  they  resumed  work  on  the  pier  and  by  the  latter 
part  of  April  had  removed  a  number  of  courses  of  the  old  masonry.  On 
April  29  the  officer  in  charge  wrote  to  them  that,  on  account  of  the 
existence  of  a  state  of  war  between  the  United  States  and  Spain  and 
the  probability  that  the  Aqueduct  Bridge  might  need  to  be  kept  fully 
open  for  the  maximum  traffic  of  which  it  was  capable,  it  was  considered 
advisable  to  temporarily  suspend  the  work  of  removal  of  Pier  No.  4, 
under  their  contract,  until  the  then  crisis  should  be  over,  and  that  the 
bridge  seats  would  have  to  be  blocked  up  at  the  pier  and  the  bridge 
made  as  stable  as  possible  for  the  traffic  to  which  it  would  be  subjected 
for  the  next  few  months.  They  were  requested  to  answer  in  writing 
and  in  the  meantime*  to  suspend  the  tearing  down  of  the  pier.  The 
contractors,  Instead  of  answering  this  letter — which  requested  suspen- 
sion of  work  on  a  single  item — by  a  proposition  that  could  be  at  l^ast 
debated,  as  it  was  expected  they  would  do,  answered,  in  effect,  under 
date  of  April  30, 1898,  that  they  considered  that  the  letter  of  the  •J9th 
of  April  and  certain  verbal  orders  claimed  to  have  been  given  tbeir 
engineer  to  suspend  absolved  them  from  performing  any  further  work 
under  the  said  contract  and  that  they  had  withdrawn  all  of  their 
employees  from  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  cofferdam  and  false 
work  of  the  bridge.  The  contract  was  annulled,  by  authority  of  the 
Department,  May  27, 1898. 

In  May  the  ends  of  the  bridge  spans  were  substantially  and  securely 
blocked  up  with  rubble  masonry  laid  in  Portland  cement  mortar  and 
the  granite  bridge  seats  and  the  shoes  replaced.  After  the  masonry 
had  substantially  set  the  ends  of  the  spans  were  lowered  into  position. 
This  work  of  blocking  up,  etc.,  was  done  by  hired  labor. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $63,553.57 

June  30, 1898|  amount  expended  durin  g  fiscal  year 6, 248. 85 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 57,304.72 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 19.60 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 57,285.12 

(See  Appendix  A  A  A  1.) 

SURVEYS  MADE  IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  ACTS   OP   CONGBESS  OF  FEB- 
BUAKY  17,  1897,  MABCH  3,  1897,  AND  JUNE  4,  1897. 

Surveys  for  bridges  at  Washington,  D.  0.,  at  the  following  localitie^^, 
required  by  acts  of  Congress  of  February  17, 1897,  March  3, 1897,  and 
June  4, 1897,  were  made  and  reports  thereon  submitted: 

1.  Survey  and  plan  for  a  memorial  bridge  across  Potomao  River  from 
the  Naval  Observatory  Orounds^  Washington,  D.  C,  to  the  Arlington 
estate,  Virginia. — March  19,  1898,  Lieut.  Col.  Chas.  J.  Allen,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  submitted  report  of  survey  required  by  act  of  Congress  of 
June  4, 1897. 
It  was  found  that  the  amount  appio^^n^le^d  was  inadeq^nate  to  ^'  secur* 
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ing  designs  and  estimates"  for  the  bridge  in  addition  to  the  other  work 
contemplated  by  the  law;  consequently  the  work  has  been  limited  to 
making  sarvey,  test  borings,  and  sonudings,  and  mapping  the  results 
of  the  survey,  from  which  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  structure  to  be 
located  as  described  in  the  act  and  of  style  to  be  decided  upon  can  be 
made. 

A  preliminary  estimate  made  by  Colonel  Allen  shows  that  a  bridge 
at  the  locality  with  masonry  piers  and  steel  superstructure,  capable  of 
ornamentation,  having  three  tixed  spans  and  one  draw  span  with  road- 
way ot  40  feet  width  and  two  sidewalks  each  10  feet  in  width,  and  with 
approaches  affording  the  same  width  of  travel  way,  can  be  built  for 
about  ♦1,385,000. 

I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  Colonel  Allen,  however,  that  the  character 
of  bridge  should  not  be  definitely  decided  upon  until  after  the  subject 
has  been  given  further  study  and  calculations  and  estimates  have  been 
made,  in  order  to  admit  of  comparison  as  to  economy,  architectural 
merit,  and  utility.  If  all  the  work  incident  to  the  proper  study  and 
determination  of  the  matter  is  done  by  the  Engineer  Department  a 
further  appropriation  of  $6,000  will  be  needed,  but  to  invite  competitive 
designs  and  estimates,  to  be  submitted  in  accordance  with  general 
specifications  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  Engineer  Depart- 
ment, which  is  the  preferable  course,  the  sum  of  $8,500  will  be  required 
to  defray  the  necessary  expenses,  including  prizes. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No.  388,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
A  A  A  2.) 

2,  Survey  for  construction  of  a  bridge  across  the  Eastern  Branch  of  the 
Potomac  Hirer  {Anacostia  River),  District  of  Columbia,  in  line  with  Mas- 
sachusetts avenue  extended  eastward. — November  29, 1897,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Allen  submitted  report  required  by  act  of  Congress  of  February 
17, 1897. 

For  reasons  set  forth  in  bis  report  Colonel  Allen  believes  that  the 
conditions  of  the  locality  and  the  requirements  of  the  act  will  be  most 
fully  met  by  a  steel-truss  bridge  resting  on  masonry  piers,  the  bridge  to 
be  a  deck  bridge,  except  where  it  crosses  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac 
Eailroad,  where  a  through  span  will  be  required. 

Plans  are  submitted  for  such  a  bridge,  with  fixed  spans  and  having 
a  total  length,  including  approaches,  of  2,517  feet,  and  width  of  52  feet 
between  railings,  and  the  cost  of  its  construction  is  estimated  to  be 
$441,208.  The  plans  provide  accommodations  for  ordinary  highway 
traffic  and  for  street-car  tracks,  as  required  by  the  law;  also  for  the 
construction  of  a  draw  should  one  be  required  in  the  ftiture. 

The  estimated  cost  of  a  bridge  with  a  draw  (swing  span  on  a  pivot 
pier)  is  $476,843,  but  the  necessity  for  a  draw  is  not  now  apparent. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc* 
Ko.  140,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
A  A  A  3.) 

3.  Plans  and  estimates  of  cost  for  a  stone  arch  bridge^  and  also  for  a 
steel  bridge  with  stone  foundations^  over  Eock  Creek  on  the  line  of  Massa- 
chusetts avenue  extended^  Washington^  J).  0. — December  15,  1897,  Col. 
D.  D.  Gaillard,  United  States  Volunteers,  captain.  Corps  of  Engineers, 
submitted  report  required  by  act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 1897,  which 
provides — 

That  the  Chief  of  Engineers  of  the  Army  shaU  report  to  CoDgress  at  its  next  reg- 
ular seiision  plans  for  and  the  cost  of  erecting  a  stone  aroh  bridge,  and  also  a  steel 
bridge  with  stone  foandations,  over  Rock  Creek  on  the  line  of  Massachusetts  avenue 
extended,  the  full  width  of  said  avenue,  and  for  this  purpose  the  sum  of  tvfo  tk\\Q^- 
sand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  aa  may  be  necessary,  iB  hereby  &ppto^T\«AA^. 
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GoloDel  Gaillard  sabmitted  designs  and  estimates  for  both  the  stone 
arch  bridge  and  steel  bridge  with  stone  foandations  at  the  locality 
indicated. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  stone  arch  bridge  is  1568,545  and  for  the 
steel  bridge  $199,204. 

In  transmitting  this  report  I  beg  to  state  that  in  my  judgment  the 
interest  of  the  public,  the  durability  and  permanence  of  the  structure, 
as  well  as  harmony  with  the  apparent  future  conditions  at  the  locality, 
will  be  best  secured  by  the  construction  of  the  stone  arch  bridge  at  the 
site  selected;  then,  too,  the  veiy  material  difference  in  the  expense  for 
maintenance  and  repairs  leads  me  to  think  that  in  the  end  a  stone 
bridge  will  be  the  more  economical  structure. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  proper  to  add  that  as  the  act  mentioned 
above  contemplates  either  a  stone  arch  bridge  or  a  steel  bridge,  the 
inquiries  and  investigations  have,  as  a  consequence,  been  limited  to 
bridges  of  that  character. 

The  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  and  printed  in  House  Doc. 
No.  163,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.  (See  also  Apx>endix 
A  A  A  4.) 

MAINTENANCE  AND  REPAIR  OF  WASHINGTON  AQUEDUCT,  AND  INCREAS- 
ING THE  WATER  SUPPLY  OF  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

These  works  were  in  the  charge  of  Col.  D.  D.  Gaillard,  United  States 
Volunteers,  captain,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  May  3,  1898;  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Edward  Burr,  United  States  Volunteers,  captain.  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, from  May  3  to  May  30,  1898,  and  of  Col.  Theo.  A.  Bingham, 
United  States  Army,  since  that  date. 

1.  Washington  Aqueduct. — Gatehouses  and  other  buildings  were 
repaired.  The  former  were  repointed  and  covered  with  awash  of  Port- 
land cement;  the  latter  were  repainted  or  whitewashed.  About  4.5 
miles  of  picket  and  board  fences  was  repaired  and  whitewashed. 

During  the  past  year,  not  including  the  occasions  when  the  water 
level  was  lowered  by  the  supply  being  shut  off  for  the  purpose  of 
making  repairs  or  of  removing  deposits  from  the  conduit,  the  extreme 
fluctuation  of  water  level  in  the  distributing  reservoir  had  a  range  of 
but  0.45  foot,  as  against  1  foot  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  borders  of  the  Dalecarlia  Reservoir  have  been  cleared  of  under- 
brush and  fallen  trees;  the  n^ore  irregular  banks  have  been  graded, 
and  th^  shallow,  marshy  portions  partly  filled  and  partly  deepened. 

All  deposits  were  removed  from  the  conduit,  and  the  interior  was 
carefully  scraped  and  swept.  The  officer  in  charge  reports  that  it  is 
now  an  easy  matter  to  keep  the  conduit  clean  by  annual  removals  of 
the  deposits. 

An  inspection  of  the  entire  interior  of  the  conduit  shows  that  none 
of  the  cracks  plastered  up  in  1896  have  reopened  and  that  no  new  ones 
have  developed. 

The  north  connection  of  the  by-conduit  around  the  Dalecarlia  Beser- 
voir  is  in  bad  condition,  rendering  it  unsafe  to  enter  it  to  remove 
deposits,  and  permitting  interchange  of  its  waters  with  those  of  the 
reservoir. 

Two  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-five  cubic  yards  of  flint  stone 
was  crushed  and  spread  upon  the  Conduit  road  during  the  year. 

Extensive  repairs  were  made  to  the  dirt  road,  2^  miles  in  length, 
between  the  Anglers'  Club  Bouse  and  Great  Falls. 

Travel  on  the  Conduit  road  has  increased  so  greatly  during  the  recent 
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years  that  it  is  imx>088ible  to  keep  ap  the  present  condition  of  the  road 
oat  of  the  annual  appropriation  for  operation,  preservation,  and  repair 
of  the  Washington  Aqueduct  without  detriment  to  other  more  vital 
parts  of  the  aqueduct  system.  A  separate  annual  appropriation  for 
this  purpose  was  recommended  in  the  last  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers,  and  an  appropriation  of  11,000  was  made  by  the  act  of  June 
30, 1808.    An  increase  in  this  amount  to  15,000  a  year  is  recommended. 

General  repairs,  such  as  cleaning  out  culverts  and  ditches,  cutting 
down  bushes,  and  trimming  slopes,  were  made  to  the  entire  road 
between  Georgetown  and  Great  Falls. 

The  ordinary  inspection  of  mains  and  repairs  of  leaks  therein,  oiling 
and  working  of  valves  and  blow-offs,  packing  of  valve  pipes  to  prevent 
freezing,  and  investigations  of  applications  for  permission  to  tap  mains 
were  carried  on  during  the  year. 

In  response  to  a  Senate  resolution  of  January  10, 1808,  Colonel  Gail- 
lard  submitted  a  report  upon  the  filtration  of  the  water  supply  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  which  was  printed  as  Senate  Doc.  No.  94,  Fifty- 
fifth  Congress,  second  session,  and  is  appended  hereto  as  part  of  Appen- 
dix B  B  B  1. 

By  act  of  March  3,  1897,  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  was  made  for 
constructing  a  new  telephone  line  between  the  Washington  Aqueduct 
office  and  Great  Falls,  Md.  With  this  appropriation  a  new  line  was  con- 
structed during  the  year  at  an  expense  of  $3,175.85,  and  has  rendered 
excellent  service.  An  effort  was  made  to  purchase  long-distance  tele- 
phones for  the  line,  but  was  not  successfol,  and  hired  instruments  are 
used. 

A  complete  report  is  made  of  all  encroachments  on  aqueduct  lands 
and  all  matters  occurring  during  the  year  relating  to  these  lands. 

Measurements  of  the  daily  and  hourly  consumption  and  waste  of 
water  were  made  on  June  22-23  and  28-29, 1898,  and  a  mean  of  the 
two  results  gave  the  daily  consumption  as  47,288,733  gidlons,  an 
increase  above  that  of  the  preceding  year.  Based  upon  an  estimate  of 
264,302  consumers  of  Potomac  water,  this  corresponds  to  a  per  capita 
daily  consumption  and  waste  of  170  gallons.  Based  upon  a  population 
of  280,782  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  determined  by  the  i>olice  cen- 
sus taken  in  April,  1897,  with  an  estimated  increase  in  population  of 
3,000,  irrespective  of  their  source  of  water  supply,  it  corresponds  to  a 
daily  per  capita  of  168  gallons. 

An  extensive  series  of  gaugings  by  current-meter  observations  in 
the  conduit  at  two  stations  discloses  the  fact  that  at  the  lowest  stage 
of  the  Potomac,  with  all  deposits  removed  from  the  Qonduit  and  the  dis- 
tributing reservoir  about  2  feet  below  its  present  level  (146  feet  above 
datum),  the  conduit  is  capable  of  discharging  into  that  reservoir  about 
76,500,000  gallons  per  day. 

This  represents  the  ultimate  capacity  of  the  conduit,  and  the  present 
daily  consumption  is  about  62  per  cent  of  this  amount.  Ten  years  ago 
it  was  but  35  per  cent  of  the  same  amount.  The  necessity,  therefore, 
for  the  construction  of  a  new  conduit  between  Great  Falls  and  the 
distributing  reservoir  is  only  a  question  of  time,  and  I  strongly  recom- 
mend that  provision  be  made  for  this  work  in  the  near  future. 

The  new  conduit  should  be  completed  and  ready  for  operation  before 
the  daily  consumption  equals  the  maximum  capacity  of  the  present 
conduit.  To  make  the  preliminary  surveys  and  plans,  acquire  the  nec- 
essary lands,  and  construct  the  conduit  will  involve  op  'rations  extend- 
ing over  several  years;  therefore  the  inauguration  ol  thi^  work  should 
be  no  longer  deferred.    The  officer  in  charge  states  that  estimates  for 
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the  preliminary  operations  will  be  submitted  in  the  next  Annual 
Eeport.  The  trunk  mains  leading  to  the  city,  however,  are  already 
overtaxed  in  supplying  the  present  consumption  of  a  little  more  than 
47,000,000  gallons  per  day,  and  every  increase  in  their  volume  of  flow 
will  be  marked  by  a  rapid  decrease  in  pressures  in  those  parts  of  the 
city  supplied  by  gravity  alone.  It  a])pears,  therefore,  that  while  the 
conduit  is  capable  of  supplying  nearly  30,000,000  gallons  per  day  in 
excess  of  the  present  rate  of  consumption,  the  trunk  mains  will  receive 
but  little  benefit  from  the  increased  discharge  of  the  conduit  until 
some  method  is  provided  for  bringing  an  additional  supply  of  water 
from  the  distributing  reservoir  into  the  city. 

In  view  of  the  state  of  war  existing  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  and  on  account  of  the  disastrous  results  which  might  ensue  from 
an  attempt  by  a  hostile  individual  to  cut  off  the  water  supply  of  the 
city  by  the  destruction  of  the  conduit,  precautions  have  been  taken  by 
the  officers  in  charge  against  such  an  occurrence. 

Watchmen  appointed  by  the  War  Department  have  been  assigned 
to  duty  at  the  most  advantageous  points,  and  this  force  has  been  sup- 
plemented, as  far  as  the  limited  means  at  the  command  of  the  officers 
in  charge  would  allow,  by  the  appointment  as  watchmen  of  several 
trusted  employees  of  the  aqueduct  office,  who  have  been  assigned  to  a 
like  duty. 

Estimates  are  submitted  for  repairing  the  north  connection  of  the 
by-conduit  at  the  Dalecarlia  Keservoir;  for  repairing  the  Conduit  road; 
for  building  a  combined  storehouse  and  stable  at  Great  Falls;  for  pur- 
chase or  condemTiation  of  a  site  for  a  storage  yard;  for  protecting  the 
inlet  to  the  conduit  at  Great  Falls,  and  for  operation,  maintenance,  and 
repair  of  the  Washington  Aqueduct  and  its  accessories. 

Full  explanation  of  these  estimates,  all  of  which  have  my  approval, 
is  given  in  the  report  of  the  officer  in  charge. 

The  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900,  are  as  follows: 

For  repairiDg  the  north  cod nect ion  of  the  by-conduit,  Dalecarlia  Keser- 
voir    $3,000.00 

For  repairing  the  Conduit  road 5,000.00 

For  building  combined  storehouse  and  stable  at  Great  Falls 3,  000. 00 

For  purchase  or  condemnation  of  a  site  for  a  storage  yard 10, 000.00 

For  protection  to  the  inlet  to  the  conduit  at  (^reat  Falls 5, 000. 00 

For  operation,  maintenance,  repair,  etc.,  of  the  aqueduct  and  its  acces- 
sories   21,006^00 

Total 47,000.00 

WASHINGTON  AQUEDUCT. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  March  3, 1897 21, 000. 00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 20, 129. 59 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 870. 41 

July  1,1898,  outstanding  liabilities 866.03 

July  1,1898,  balance  available 4.38 

Amountthat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900.    47, 000. 00 

CONSTRUCTING  TELEPHONE   LINE. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  March  3, 1897 6, 000. 00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3, 175. 85 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended,  deposited  with  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States 1,824.15 

(See  Appendix  B  B  B  1.) 
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2.  Increasing  the  water  supply  of  Washington,  D.  C. — ^All  operations 
on  this  project  have  been  snspended,  bnt  will  be  resamed  and  actively 
prosecuted  with  the  money  appropriated  by  the  act  of  June  30, 1898. 

A  watchman  has  been  employed  during  the  year  at  the  new  reservoir, 
whose  duties  include  guarding  the  stone  at  the  mouths  of  all  the  shafts 
except  the  one  at  Foundry  Branch,  which  is  under  the  care  of  the  watch- 
man at  the  distributing  reservoir. 

Raising  the  height  of  the  dam  at  Great  Falls. — By  act  approved  March 
2, 1895,  $125,000  of  the  balance  remaining  from  the  appropriations  for 
"  increasing  the  water  supply  of  Washington,  D.  0.,'^  was  made  avail- 
able for  raising  the  height  of  the  dam  at  Great  Falls  and  other  works 
rendered  necessary  by  the  raisingof  the  dam  and  for  damages  on  account 
of  flooding  of  lands  and  other  damages. 

This  work  was  successfully  accomplished  at  a  cost  of  (101,373,  the 
balance  ($23,627)  of  the  amount  appropriated  reverting  to  the  Treasury 
July  1, 1898.  A  recent  inspection  shows  that  since  completion  thedam 
has  sufiered  no  injury  either  from  ice  or  freshets. 

Washington  Aqueduct  Tunnel  and  Howard  University  Reservoir. — 
Upon  recommendation  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  approved  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  an  expert  Commission  was  appointed  to  meet  in  Wash- 
ington in  December,  1895,  to  report  upon  the  feasibility  of  completing 
the  tunnel  conduit.  After  a  careful  study  of  the  subject  and  a  thorough 
inspection  of  the  tunnel  conduit  and  the  works  connected  therewith 
the  Commission  submitted  its  report  (published  in  House  Doc.  No.  166, 
Fifty-fourth  Congress,  first  session),  which  concluded  with  the  state- 
ment— 

That  it  ia  onr  nnanimona  jndgment  that  it  is  feasible  to  complete  the  tnnDel  con- 
duit, with  its  appurtenances,  ready  for  service,  for  the  sum  of  $897,837,  as  stated  in 
our  estimate,  and  we  believe  that  such  completion  will  not  be  impracticable  or  too 
expensive,  inasmuch  as  we  know  of  no  more  economical  method  for  bringing  increased 
water  supply  from  the  reservoir  in  Georgetown  to  Washington,  by  pipes  or  otherwise. 

The  act  approved  June  30, 1898,  making  appropriations  for  the  Dis- 
trict  of  Columbia,  appropriates  the  balance  of  $297,210.50  remaining  in 
the  Treasury  from  former  appropriations  for  increasing  the  water  sup- 
ply of  WashiTigton,  D.  C,  and  a»n  equal  amount  from  the  surplus  gen- 
eral revenues  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  resuming  work  on  the 
Washington  Aqueduct  Tunnel  and  the  Howard  University  Reservoir 
and  for  prosecuting  and  completing  the  same;  the  work  on  the  tunnel 
and  accessories  to  be  carried  on  in  accordance  with  the  plans  of  a  Board 
of  experts  appointed  by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  Novem- 
ber, 1895.  The  estimate  of  the  Board  for  completing  the  tunnel  was 
$897,837,  and  the  estimate  of  Colonel  Gaillard,  for  completing  the 
Howard  University  Reservoir  is  $198,013.30.  The  completion  of  this 
reservoir  is  an  essential  part  of  this  system. 

The  following  estimates  are  submitted  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,1900: 

For  completing  the  Washinp:ton  Aqueduct  Tnnnel  according  to  the  esti- 
mate of  the  Board  of  experts $303,410.00 

For  completing  the  Howard  University  Reservoir  according  to  the  esti- 
mate of  Colonel  Gaillard 198,013.30 

501, 423. 30 

(See  Appendix  B  B  B  2.) 
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IMPROVEMENT  AND  CARE  OP  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS,  AND 
CARE  AND  MAINTENANCE  OF  THE  WASHINGTON  MONUMENT,  IN  THE 
DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

Officer  in  charge,  Ool.  Theo.  A.  Bingham,  Unif.ed  States  Army. 

The  Executive  Mansion  has  received  the  usual  care  and  such  repairs 
and  improvements  as  the  funds  available  would  admit.  Necessary 
painting  has  been  done  and  new  furniture,  carpets,  matting,  curtains, 
etc.,  have  been  supplied  from  time  to  time  as  needed.  An  automatic 
exchange  telephone  system  has  been  introduced,  the  hydraulic  machin- 
ery for  elevator  replaced  with  an  electric  motor  and  apparatus,  and  the 
floor  at  east  end  of  second  story  corridor  leveled  and  thoroughly 
strengthened.  Bepairs  of  various  kinds  have  been  made  to  the  green- 
houses connected  with  the  mansion  and  the  old'  superstructure  of  west 
wing  of  conservatory  replaced  with  a  new  superstructure  with  iron 
frame. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  maintain  the  Washington  Monument 
and  its  machinery  in  good  condition.  The  boilers  and  machinery  have 
been  carefully  examined  and  cleaned  and  the  work  of  repainting  the 
iron  work  in  the  interior  of  the  shaft  has  been  completed.  The  eleva- 
tor receives  the  most  careful  attention,  being  constantly  inspected  by 
experts,  and  is  believed  to  be  as  safe  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  man  to 
make  it.  There  were  138,874  visitors  to  the  top  of  the  shaft  during  the 
year,  making  a  total  of  1,548,696  persons  who  have  made  the  ascent 
since  the  monument  was  opened  to  the  public,  October  9, 1888. 

Inspections  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  of  the  various  build- 
ings occupied  by  the  War  Department,  except  the  State,  War,  and 
Navy  Department  building,  in  connection  with  their  care,  repair,  and 
safety. 

At  the  propagating  gardens  and  nursery  repairs  were  made  to  the 
greenhouses  and  other  buildings,  about  500,000  plants  propagated  for 
use  in  the  public  parks,  and  a  new  greenhouse  constructed. 

The  area  of  asphalt  pavements  in  the  parks  has  been  extended  by 
the  construction  of  425  square  yards  of  asphalt  roadway  and  1,622 
square  yards  of  asphalt  footwalk,  and  860^  square  yards  of  asphalt 
roadway  and  1,014^  square  yards  of  asphalt  footwalks  have  been 
repaired  and  resurfaced. 

Three  of  the  small  unimproved  triangular  reservations  in  northeast- 
em  section  of  the  city  have  been  partially  improved,  and  twenty -one  of 
the  small  unimproved  reservations  in  same  section  have  been  marked 
with  granite  blocks  set  in  the  ground  at  their  corners,  to  show  that  they 
are  the  property  of  the  United  States. 

The  bronze  pedestal  for  the  statue  of  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  and  the 
polished  granite  base  of  the  same  have  been  erected  in  Iowa  Circle. 

Attention  has  been  given  to  the  telegraph  line  connecting  the  Capitol 
with  the  Departments  and  Government  Printing  Office,  repairs  having 
been  made  from  time  to  time  as  needed.  The  desirability  of  replacing 
the  present  overhead  system  with  underground  conduits  and  cables  is 
submitted  for  the  action  of  Congress. 

The  damage  done  by  a  storm  in  February,  1897,  to  the  iron  pUe  wharf 
at  Bridge  Creek  Landing,  Virginia,  near  Wakefield,  the  birthplace  of 
Washington,  has  not  yet  been  repaired,  there  being  no  funds  available 
for  the  work. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  detailed  report  of  the  officer  in  charge  and 
to  his  estimates  and  recommendations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1900. 
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His  estimates  are  as  follows: 

For  the  improvement  and  care  of  pnblio  buildings  and  g^nnds  in  charge 

of  the  Chief  of  Engineers $114,106.00 

For  compensation  of  persons  employed  on  public  buildings  and  grounds.      57, 220. 00 
For  repair  of  existing  telegraph  lines  connecting  Capitol  and  Depart- 
ments          1,500.00 

For  continjgent  and  incidental  expenses  of  public  buildings  and  grounds.  500. 00 

For  care  of  Washington  Monument  and  maintenance  of  elevator: 

Salaries  of  employees $8,520.00 

Fuel,  lights,  contingencies,  etc 3,000.00 

11, 520. 00 

Total 184,846.00 

Telegraph  and  telephone  connections  heticeen  the  Executive  Mansion^ 
War  Department^  and  other  Departments^  private  wires, — Under  an  allot- 
ment of  $7,000  made  April  9, 1898,  from  the  appropriation  for  "National 
defense  (war),"  act  of  March  9, 1898,  telephone  circuits  have  been  con- 
structed and  completed  between  the  Executive  Mansion  and  the  Execu- 
tive Departments,  with  the  exception  of  placing  telephone  instruments 
in  the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Attorney-General,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  Postmaster-General,  and  the  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture. These  will  be  installed  in  July  and  the  telegraphic  connections 
will  be  completed,  it  is  expected,  during  the  same  month  by  running 
the  wires  required  to  make  a  metallio  circuit  of  the  existing  lines. 

(See  Appendix  0  C  O.) 

NORTHERN  AND  NORTHWESTERN  LAKES— CORRECTING  AND  ISSUING 

CHARTS— SURVEYS— WATER  LEVELS. 

Local  surveys  on  the  Great  Lakes  by  officers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers 
date  from  the  early  part  of  the  present  century,  and  the  files  of  this 
office  contain  maps  made  by  such  officers  as  far  back  as  tlie  year  1817. 
From  that  time  up  to  1841  the  surveys  were  made  only  in  connection 
with  improvements  of  various  lake  harbors  and  rivers  tributary  to  the 
lakes,  but  by  that  time  the  needs  of  navigation  had  grown  so  as  to 
demand  something  much  more  than  the  local  and  disconnected  maps 
resulting  from  such  surveys,  and  it  was  recognized  that  nothing  less 
than  a  complete  charting  of  the  whole  lakes  and  their  connecting 
waterways  would  meet  the  requirements  of  the  commerce  to  which  they 
were  destined.  The  "  Survey  of  the  Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes,'' 
as  a  systematic  and  connected  work,  was,  therefore,  inaugurated  by  the 
act  of  March  3, 1841,  which  appropriated  $15,000  for  that  purpose.  The 
work  was  duly  assigned  to  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  its  continua- 
tion to  completion  in  1882  was  provided  for  by  forty  additional  appro- 
priations of  amounts  varying  from  $10,000  to  $175,000,  aggregating, 
with  the  final  appropriation  of  August  7,1882,  a  grand  total  ot  $2,9.^9,879. 
The  field  work  was  completed  and  the  Lake  Survey  office,  which  had 
been  located  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  during  the  whole  intervening  period, 
except  for  a  short  time  after  the  beginning  of  the  work,  when  it  was  at 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  was  closed  in  August,  1882,  the  records  of  the  office 
being  transferred  to  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army,  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  where  they  still  remain.  The  final  report  of  the  sur- 
vey was  printed  in  November,  1882.  The  total  cost  of  the  entire  work, 
including  the  engraving  and  printing  of  all  charts,  was  $2,937,496.68, 
or  $2,382.32  less  than  the  total  appropriated,  and  this  (Surplus  was  there- 
upon returned  to  the  United  States  Treasury.  The  survey  involved  a 
vast  amount  of  astronomical,  topographical,  and  hydrographical  work, 
all  of  which  was  executed  with  the  utmost  skill  and  accuracy. 

The  work  of  printing,  electrotyping,  and  issuing  charts  for  the  use 
of  navigators  and  use  in  connection  with  lake  harbor  iiiipio\^T[i%ii\)^  q>x 
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other  official  purposes  has  been  provided  for  since  1882  by  appropria- 
tions agp^regatiiig  $36,000,  and  during  the  same  period  a  total  of 
$12,059.50,  deriv^  irom  the  sale  of  charts,  has  been  turned  into  the 
United  States  Treasury,  making  the  net  cost  of  this  service  for  the  past 
sixteen  years  $23,940.50. 

Up  to  February  20, 1890,  charts  were  issued  free  to  vessels  navigat- 
ing the  lakes,  one  set  to  each  registered  vessel ;  additional  charts  fur- 
nished to  such  vessels,  or  those  furnished  to  other  private  parties,  being 
sold  at  the  price  of  30  cents  each.  From  the  above  date  the  free  issue, 
except  for  official  purposes  of  the  Government,  was  discontinued  by 
Congressional  action,  and  sales  were  made  at  a  uniform  rate  of  30  cents 
each  until  July  6, 1890,  since  which  time  the  price  has  been  20  cents 
each,  except  as  follows:  Duluth  and  Superior  harbors  (new),  30|  cents; 
Lake  Superior,  1895  (new),26*4cents;  Chicago  lake  front,  1892,  25  cents; 
Buffalo  Harbor  and  Niagara  Ki ver,  6 J  cents;  Erie  Harbor  and  Presque 
Isle,  to  May,  1898,  10  cents;  since  May,  1898,  24  cents. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  corrections  and  additions  were  made  in 
the  Detroit  office  to  17  of  the  old  charts,  and  work  on  new  charts  was 
as  follows:  Chart  No.  5,  St.  Marys  River ^  completed  and  pliotolitho- 
graphed  in  colors,  and  now  for  sale  at  20  cents  per  copy;  Chart  No.  2^ 
tSt.  Marys  River ^  completed  and  in  the  hands  of  the  lithographer;  Chart 
No.  Ij  St.  Marys  River '{com])letiug  the  series),  nearly  ready  for  litho- 
graphing; new  chart  of  Lake  Michigan j  in  a  single  sheet,  completed  and 
in  hands  of  lithographer.  The  substitution  of  colored  lithographed 
charts  for  the  finely  engraved  ones  heretofore  used  is  highly  gratifying 
to  vessel  masters,  as  the  distinction  between  safe  and  unsafe  water 
areas  is  plainly  apparent  at  a  glance.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  this 
method  be  extended  to  the  other  charts  issued  from  this  office  as  fast 
as  we  find  it  practicable  to  do  so. 

The  field  work  of  surveys  included  completing  the  remeasurement  of 
the  Mackinac  base  line,  with  which  the  triangulation  for  the  new  charts 
of  St.  Marys  River  is  connected,  and  observations  for  magnetic  varia- 
tion and  dip  at  twenty  stations  distributed  over  the  St.  Marys  River, 
Straits  of  Mackinac,  north  end  of  Lake  Michigan,  easterly  approaches 
to  Green  Bay,  Traverse  Bay  sections  on  the  east  shore  of  Lake  Michi- 
gan, and  the  Beaver  Island  Group. 

The  number  of  charts  sold  or  issued  from  the  United  States  Engineer 
Office  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  during  the  past  year  was  4,411.  In  addition  a 
number  were  sold  from  this  office.  The  total  proceeds  from  sale  of 
charts  were  $086.58,  which  was  turned  into  the  United  States  Treasury. 

Because  of  the  wonderful  increase  of  commerce  on  the  lakes  and 
greatly  increased  draft  of  vessels.now  engaged  in  it  as  a  result  of  recent 
improvements  of  harbors  and  waterways,  it  has  become  highly  impor- 
tant that  areas  which  have  been  sufficiently  surveyed  and  charts  for 
the  old  condition  of  a  12-foot  navigation  be  resurveyed  and  recharted. 
A  great  deal  has  already  been  done  in  this  direction  under  appropria- 
tions made  since  1889  ^4br  surveys,  additions  to  and  correcting  engraved 
plates,"  the  aggregate  of  ten  successive  appropriations  for  that  purpose 
up  to  the  date  of  this  report  being  $180,000.  This  has  enabled  many 
localities  to  be  reexamined,  and  has  been  specially  important  as  provid- 
ing the  means  for  a  resurvey  of  the  greater  part  of  the  St.  Marys  River; 
but  very  much  more  remains  to  be  done  to  perfect  the  general  system 
of  charts  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  present  conditions  of  navigation,  and 
it  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  it  be  done  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  specific  object  of  all  work  thus  far  done  under  appropriations 
for  the  "Survey  of  the  Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes"  has  been 
the  prodactioii  of  a  complete  and  aecwxate  series  of  charts  of  these 
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lakes,  and  this  object  has  been  fully  realized;  so  that  we  have  now 
mapped  the  hydrography,  and  in  many  parts  the  shore  topography,  to 
a  degree  of  perfection  that  is  not  excelled  by  any  other  set  of  charts  in 
existence.  To.  maintain  them  so — by  local  surveys  for  developing 
natural  or  artificial  changes,  making  corresponding  corrections  or 
additions  to  the  charts,  and  reproducing  them  in  colors  for  the  use  of 
the  mariner — will  require  an  expenditure  of  not  less  than  $50,000  annu- 
ally, and  this  amount  must  be  considered  insignificant  when  compared 
with  the  immense  commercial  interests  at  stake.  But  the  matter  of 
supreme  importance  now  in  relation  to  these  Great  Lakes  is  an 
exhaustive  investigation  of  the  influences  which  affect  the  levels  of 
their  water  surface  in  order  to  determine  the  extent  to  which  they  may 
be  regulated  and  in  what  way  the  depth  of  their  navigable  channels 
may  best  be  preserved.  The  Sundry  Civil  Act  of  June  4, 1897,  in  appro- 
priating for  completing  the  20-foot  ship  channel  between  Chicago, 
Buluth,  and  Bufialo,  directs  that  such  ^< observations  and  investiga- 
tions''be  made,  and  after  careful  consideration  a  project  of  operation 
was  submitted,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

For  a  complete  Rtady  concerning  the  preservation  of  the  depth  of  this  cliannel  and 
those  tributary  to  it.  we  need  a  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  natural  phenomena 
which  tend  to  cause  changes  in  their  beds  and  in  the  elevation  of  the  water  surface. 
This  means,  in  short,  that  we  must  have  an  accurate  understanding  of  the  physics  of 
the  lake  basins.  There  is  undoubtedly  a  vast  amount  of  trustworthy  information 
on  this  subject;  but  aU  efforts  thus  far  made  to  group  and  analyze  it  have  shown 
snch  inconsistencies  and  lack  of  essential  data  that  safe  conclusions  can  be  deduced 
from  it  only  in  exceptional  and  limited  cases.  What  is  essentially  needed  is  that 
this  information  be  now  supplemented  by  a  systematic,  connected,  and  continuous 
series  of  observations.  When  that  is  done  we  may  confidently  anticipate  that  an 
intelligent  reduction  of  the  whole  will  supply  sound  principles  and  rules  for  the 
eonservation  and  extension  of  our  lake  improvements. 

The  project  here  submitted  is  designed  to  inaugurate  this  series  of  observations. 
It  is  intended,  however,  only  to  outline  the  general  features  of  the  work,  leaving 
details  to  be  developed  with  the  progress  of  operations  except  as  respects  those 
which  should  be  entered  upon  at  once.  As  a  result  of  the  whole  work  it  is  desired 
to  determine  with  all  possible  precision  the  foUowing  factors  in  the  problem  of 
improvements : 

1.  The  laws  of  flow  from  one  lake  to  the  other  at  varying  stages  of  water. 

2.  The  causes  and  extent  of  fluctuations  of  lake  levels  from  year  to  year. 

3.  The  effect  of  Government  improvements  already  made  or  that  may  be  made  on 
lake  levels. 

4.  The  effect  of  the  Chicago  drainage  canal,  or  other  like  artificial  outlet,  on  lake 
levels. 

5.  The  practicability  and  advisability  of  regulating  lake  levels  by  dams  or  locks 
and  danis. 

6.  The  nature  and  effect  of  currents,  with  special  reference  to  the  transportation 
of  loose  material  and  its  obstruction  of  channels. 

7.  The  effect  of  gales,  storm  waves,  and  barometric  pressure  on  lake  levels  and 
cnrrents. 

8.  Joe  effects,  as  respects  action  on  channels  and  interference  with  navigation. 
The  work  required  in  the  series  of  observations  may  be  summarized  as  follows: 

(a)  Measurements  of  discharge  through  and  surface  slopes  of  lake-connecting  chan- 
nels; (h)  soundings  and  borings  in  rivers  and  lakes;  (o)  lake  current  obHervations 
and.  measurements;  (d)  continuous  records  of  water  gauges,  force  and  direction  of 
winds,  and  other  meteorological  data  at  selected  stations. 

It  was  determined,  after  mature  deliberation,  that  the  work  above  out- 
lined should  not  all  be  done  at  the  expense  of  the  ship  channel  appro- 
priation, but  that  appropriations  for  "  Surveys  of  the  Northern  and 
-Northwestern  Lakes ^  and  for  the  Deep  Waterways  Commission  were 
more  directly  applicable  to  some  of  its  most  important  features.  Prepa- 
rations for  its  inauguration  were  commenced  about  June  1, 1898,  but 
active  operations  had  not  been  entered  upon  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year.  The  project  thus  commenced  looks  to  progressive  and  continu- 
ous work  extending  through  a  period  of  several  years.    D\vx\\igt\i<^«axa^ 
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time  all  existing  data  that  may  have  bearing  on  the  general  problem 
should  be  systematically  compiled  and  carefally  considered  in  connec- 
tion with  the  information  developed  by  this  work.  The  results,  it  is 
confidently  believed,  will  reach  far  beyond  the  special  questions  with 
which  the  investigations  are  immediately  connected,  and  supply  a  vast 
fund  of  reliable  information  concerning  the  hydraulics  of  large  rivers, 
and  other  questions  of  the  greatest  practical  and  scientific  interest. 

The  total  cost  of  making  and  reducing  the  observations  can  not  be 
estimated  with  precision,  but  it  is  quite  safe  to  say  that  the  completion 
of  the  work  in  a  satisfactory  and  conclusive  shape  is  likely  to  call  for 
an  expenditure  of  at  least  $300,000,  of  which  $250,000  may  be  assumed  as 
attaching  to  work  from  the  head  of  the  upper  lakes  to  the  Niagara  Bi  ver, 
inclusive,  and  $50,000  to  Lake  Ontario  and  the  St.  Lawrence  Eiver. 

The  character  of  these  investigations  is  such  as  to  ally  them  most 
intimately  w'ith  work  heretofore  done  under  appropriations  for  the 
"  Survey  of  the  Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes,''  and  for  that  rea- 
son it  is  recommended  that  provision  for  their  future  prosecution  be 
made  wholly  in  that  appropriation.  The  amount  needed  for  reasonable 
progress  during  the  year  1900  is  $100,000,  after  which  appropriations 
aggregating  $200,000  in  the  three  following  years  would  probably  suf- 
fice to  complete  the  work.  The  estimate  submitted  for  the  year  1900 
for  this  work  and  that  connected  with  the  correction  of  existing  charts 
and  the  preparat,ion  of  new  ones  is,  therefore,  as  follows: 

Estimate  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1900. 

For  Survey  of  the  Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes,  inclnding  all  ex- 
penses connected  with  correcting,  extending,  and  issuing  charts,  and 
observations  and  investigations  of  lake  levels,  to  be  available  until 
expended $150,000.00 

Julyl,  1897,  balance  unexpended... $36,703.94 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 15, 552. 78 

June  30, 1898,  balance  unexpended 21,151.16 

Amount  appropriated  by  Sundry  Civil  Act  approved  July  1, 1898 28, 000. 00 

Julyl,  1898,  balance  unexpended 49,047.56 

Dates  and  amounts  of  appropriations  for  Survey  of  Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes. 


March  3,  1841 

May  18,  1842 , 

March  1,  1843 

June  17,  1844 

March  3,  1845 

Augusts,  1846 

August  12,  1848 . . . . 

March  3, 1849 

September  28, 1850. 

March  3, 1851 

August  30,  1852.... 

March  3, 1853 

August  5,  1854 

March  3, 1855 

August  30,  1856.... 

March  3, 1857 

June  12, 1858 

March  3, 1859 

June  21,  I860 

March  2,  1861 

July  5, 1862 

February  9,  1863... 

July  2, 1864 , 

February  28, 1865. . 

June  12,  1866 

March  2,  1867 


$15,000 
20,000 
30,000 
20,000 
20,000 
25,000 
25,000 
10,000 
25,000 
25,000 
25,000 
50,000 
50,000 
50,000 
50,000 
50,000 
75,000 
75,000 
75,000 
75,000 
105,000 
106,879 
100,000 
125,000 
50,000 
71,500 


March  2,  1868 

July  20, 1868 

March  3, 1869 

July  15, 1870 

March  3, 1871 

June  10,  1872 

March  3, 1873 

June  23, 1874 

March  3, 1875 .... 

July  31,  1876  (not  including 
$16,000  applied  to  survey  of 
Mississippi  River) 

March  3,  1877  (not  Including 
$25,000  applied  to  survey  of 
Mississippi  River  and  includ- 
ing $9,500  received  from  sale 
of  steamers) 

June  20,  1878  (not  including 
$49,500  applied  to  survey  of 
Mississippi  River) 

March  3,  1879 

June  16,  1880 

March  3,  1881 

August  7,  1882 


$77,500 
75,000 
100,000 
100.000 
175,000 
175,000 
175,000 
175,000 
150,000 


84,000 


94,500 


49,500 
85,000 
40,000 
18,000 
12,000 


\ 


To\a\ 2,939,879 
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PSIKTINO  AND  IS8UB  OF    CHARTS    FOR    USE    OF    NAVIGATORS,   Ain>    ELECTROTYPINO 

COPPERPLATES  FOR  CHART  PRINTING. 


March  3, 1883... 

Jnly7,1884 

March  3, 1885... 
Aagnsti,  1886.. 
March  3, 1887... 
October  2, 1888 . 
March  2, 1889... 
August  30,  1890. 
March  3, 1891... 


$3,000 
3,000. 
3,000 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 


AngrnstS,  1892.. 
March  3,  1893... 
August  18,  1894. 
March  2, 1895... 
June  11, 1896... 
June  4,  1897.... 
July  1,1898 


$2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
3,000 


Total 


36,000 


SURYBTS  AND  ADDITIONS  TO  AND  CORRECTING  ENGRAVED  PLATES. 


March  2, 1889... 
AngoBt  30, 1890. 
March  3, 1891... 
Augusts,  1892.. 
March  3,1893... 
August  18, 1894. 


$5,000 
10,000 
10,000 
5,000 
25,000 
25,000 


March  2, 1895 $25,000 

June  11,  1896 25,000 

June4,  1897 25,000 

July  1,1898 25,000 

Total 180,000 


(See  Appendix  D  D  D  1.) 


Preservation  of  bench  marlcs  along  the  Erie  Canal. — ^The  project  is  to 
temporarily  transfer  and  secure  these  bench  marks  until  the  comple- 
tion of  the  work  on  the  canal  by  the  State  of  New  York,  when  they  will 
be  transferred  back  to  the  walls  of  the  locks  and  piers  of  the  bridges. 
The  sum  of  $471.54  was  expended  daring  the  fiscal  year  on  account  of 
the  appropriation  for  "Survey  of  Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes." 
The  work  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  William  S.  Stanton,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers^ and  his  report  will  be  found  in  Appendix  D  D  D  2. 

Annual  water  Isvels  of  the  Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes. — A  table 
showing  the  monthly  means  of  water  levels  from  July  1, 1897,  to  June 
30, 1898,  at  Charlotte  and  Oswego,  Lake  Ontario;  at  Erie,  Conneaut, 
Ashtabula,  Cleveland,  and  Monroe,  Lake  Erie ;  at  Milwaukee,  Lake 
Michigan;  at  Escanaba,  on  Green  Bay  (no  observations  being  made  at 
this  latter  place  from  December  1, 1897,  to  April  14, 1898,  inclusive) ;  at 
Sand  Beach,  Lake  Huron,  and  Sault  Ste.  Marie  and  Marquette,  Lake 
Sui>erior,  being  a  continuation  of  that  published  in  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897,  will  be  found  in  Appendix  D  D  D  3. 

Charts. — Under  the  supervision  of  this  ofQce  during  the  fiscal  year 
additions  have  been  made  to  the  engraved  plates  of — 

Lake  Superior,  No.  1. 

Lake  Superior,  No.  3. 

Portage  Lake  and  River. 

L'Anae  and  Keweenaw  Bay,  Lake  Supe- 
rior. 

River  Ste.  Marie,  No.  1. 

River  Ste.  Marie,  No.  2. 

Straits  of  Mackinao. 

North  end  of  Lake  Micblean. 

Beaver  Island  Group,  Lake  Michigan. 

North  end  of  Green  Bay. 

Houth  end  of  Green  Bay. 

Grand  and  Little  Traverse  hays,  Lake 
Michigan. 

An  edition  of  each  of  the  following  charts  has  been  printed: 

Chart  No.  3,  St.  Marys  River. 

Erie  Harbor  and  Presque  Isle,  Pennsylvania. 

A  new  chart  of  Lake  Michigan  and  Chart  No.  2,  St.  Marys  River,  have 
been  completed  and  will  be  photolithographed  and  printed  at  an  eosVj 
date. 


Lake  Huron. 

St.  Clair  River. 

Lake  St.  Clair. 

Detroit  River. 

Lake  Erie. 

Co%8t  chart  No.  1,  Lake  Erie. 

Coast  chart  No.  6,  Lake  Erie. 

Coast  chart  No.  7,  Lake  Erie. 

Lake  Ontario. 

Coast  chart  No.  1,  Lake  Ontario. 

St.  Lawrence  River,  No.  3. 

St.  Lawrence  River,  No.  5. 

St.  Lawrence  River,  No.  6. 
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RECONNAISSANCES  AND  EXPLORATIONS. 

G[?he  following  officers  have  been  on  duty  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
military  departments,  engaged  in  preparing  such  maps  and  making  such 
surveys  as  were  required  by  their  respective  commanding  officers: 

Maj.  John  D.  Miley,  United  States  Volunteers,  First  Lieutenant^  Sec- 
ond Artillery,  at  Department  of  California. 

Lieut.  John  B.  Bennet,  Seventh  United  States  Infantry,  at  Depart- 
ment of  tbe  Columbia. 

Maj.  John  D.  Miley,  United  States  Volunteers,  First  Lieutenant,  Sec- 
ond Artillery,  Acting  Engineer  Officer,  Department  of  California,  reiwrts 
that  sheets  32,  33,  44,  40,  110,  and  127  of  the  Progressive  Military  Map 
of  the  United  States  were  finished  and  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  Army  March  23, 1898,  after  which  all  work  on  that  map 
was  ordered  abandoned;  that  numerous  maps  of  the  Island  of  Cuba 
and  of  the  Phili[)pine  Islands  were  mounted;  that  firing  charts  for  the 
newly  mounted  high-power  guns  for  the  defense  of  San  Francisco  Bay 
were  carefully  prepared,  having  arcs,  graduated  in  azimuth,  from  each 
end  of  the  base  line,  and  also  from  the  position  of  the  gun.  The  sup- 
ply of  instruments  was  considerably  drawn  upon  to  partially  outfit  the 
Engineer  Department  of  General  Merritt's  expedition. 

(See  Appendix  B  E  B  1.) 

Lieut.  John  B.  Bennet,  Seventh  United  States  Infantry,  Acting  Engi- 
neer Officer,  Department  of  the  Columbia,  from  January  12,  1898, 
reports  that  the  only  field  work  done  was  several  short  surveys  and 
lines  of  levels  for  the  extension  of  the  sewerage  system  at  Vancouver 
Barracks;  that  office  work  consisted  of  preparation  of  maps,  tracings, 
and  solar  prints  of  the  sheets  of  the  Military  Progressive  Map  of  the 
United  States;  of  making  tracings  of  Fort  Spokane  Military  Keserva- 
tion;  of  town  of  Sitka,  Alaska;  of  United  States  Reservation  at  Fort 
Wrangel;  of  the  Dal  ton,  Chilcot,  and  Skagway  trails,  and  maps  of  the 
State  of  Washington;  of  Northwest  Territory  from  Dyea  Inlet  to  Daw- 
son City;  of  the  Middle  Yukon,  Copper,  and  Tanana  rivers,  with  coast 
from  Cape  Manby  to  Cooks  Inlet;  large  drawing  of  Nanson's  arctic 
stove.  Maps  of  the  Department  have  been  issued;  maps  and  plans 
drawn  by  hand;  tracings  and  solar  prints  made;  maps  mounted,  and 
other  miscellaneous  work  done.  The  Alaska  ex]>loring  expeditions 
from  the  Department  of  the  Columbia  were  equipped  by  the  Engineer 
Office  with  necessary  maps,  surveying  instruments,  photographic  appa- 
ratus, and  material. 

(See  Appendix  E  E  E  2.) 

ESTIMATES  FOB  AMOUNTS  REQUIRED  FOR  SURVEYS  AND  RECONNAIS- 
SANCES IN  MILITARY  DEPARTMENTS,  AND  FOR  MAPS,  INCLUSIVE 
OF  WAR  MAPS. 

For  military  surveys  and  reconnaissances  and  surveys  of  military 
reservations  by  the  engineer  officers  attached  to  the  several  headquar- 
ters of  military  departments,  being  an  average  of  $2,142.86  for  each  of 
seven  military  departments  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  $16,0CK);  for 
publication  of  maps  for  use  of  the  War  Department,  inclusive  of  war 
maps,  $10,000;  total,  $25,000. 

Attention  is  specially  invited  to  this  estimate  for  appropriation  and 
to  the  important  uses  for  which  it  is  intended. 

At  the  headquarters  of  the  military  departments  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River  there  are  stationed  officers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  or 
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other  officers  detailed  to  act,  whose  daty  it  is  to  make  reconnaissances 
for  military  purposes,  to  make  such  surveys  and  prepare  such  maps  as 
may  be  required  by  their  respective  commanding  officers.  In  recent 
years  no  appropriations  have  been  made  for  these  purposes,  and,  conse- 
quently, these  officers  have  been  very  much  cramped  for  lack  of  the 
necessary  means,  and  the  usefulness  of  their  offices  has  been  very  much 
reduced  in  consequence.  The  maps  of  these  departments  are  constantly 
in  need  of  revision  and  additions,  which  the  officers  make  so  far  as  pos- 
sible; but  with  no  means,  even  for  the  purchase  of  paper,  their  eftbrts 
are  limited  in  results. 

Paragraph  351  of  the  Army  Rep^ulations  requires  that  the  command- 
ing officer  of  each  post  where  there  are  fixed  batteries  bearing  upon  a 
channel  will  call  upon  the  Engineer  Department  for  accurate  charts 
showing  the  soundings  to  the  extent  of  the  ranges  of  the  guns.  Galls 
upon  this  department  to  perform  its  duty  under  this  regulation  can 
not  be  honored  from  lack  of  means. 

Interest  in  the  war  maps  published  by  this  office  and  republished  by 
virtue  of  the  Sundry  Civil  Act  of  March  2, 1889,  continues  very  active. 
Of  the  1,100  copies  of  each  map  printed  under  the  act  alluded  to,  all 
those  not  printed  in  this  office  (47  sheets)  have  been  exhausted  for  some 
time,  and  the  calls  for  them  can  only  be  honored  with  sets  deficient  in 
that  number  of  sheets. 

Besides  all  this,  there  is  much  information  in  this  office  relative  to 
military  geography  which  could  with  little  expense  be  made  available 
for  the  information  of  officers  of  tlie  Army;  for  instance,  there  are  on 
the  office  files  detailed  maps  of  regions  of  Europe  which  may  become 
at  an  early  day  the  theaters  of  war,  and  it  would  be  of  great  advantage 
to  the  service  if  such  information  as  these  maps  give  could  be  made 
available  for  the  study  of  officers,  especially  on  the  outbreak  of  hostili- 
ties. Were  the  means  provided,  this  office  would  be  glad  to  compile 
and  to  disseminate  the  information  on  its  files. 

It  is  the  policy  of  this  country  to  keep  a  standing  army  small  in  num- 
bers, but  it  is  its  expectation  that  it  should  be  a  highly-instructed  one, 
and  a  small  outlay,  as  here  referred  to,  will  be  conducive  to  that  end. 

Applications  from  officers  of  the  Army  have  been  received  for  maps 
of  certain  regions  of  Europe,  and  it  was  with  great  regret  that  this 
office  could  not  render  this  assistance  to  officers  desirous  of  improving 
themselves  professionally,  especially  when  the  material  was  on  its  files. 

OPFICB  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  the  following-named 
officers  were  on  duty  in  this  office  as  assistants: 

Lieut.  Gol.  Alexander  Mackenzie. 

Gapt.  George  W.  Goethals,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  United  States  Vol- 
unteers, until  May  26, 1898. 

Gapt.  Joseph  B.  Kuhn,  Major,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  Edgar  Jadwin,  Major,  United  States  Volunteers,  from  October 
14, 1897,  to  June  29, 1898. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  M.  Wilson, 
Brig.  Oen.j  Chief  of  Engineers^  U»  8.  Army» 
HoiL  B.  A.  Algek, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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report  of  the  board  op  engineera 

The  Board  of  Engineers,  Army  Building, 

Neve  YorJc  City,  July  1, 1898. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  annual  report  recounting 
the  operations  of  The  Board  of  Engineers  for  the  year  ending  Jane  30, 
181>8. 

The  following  change  in  the  personnel  of  the  Board  has  taken  place 
since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report: 

By  letter  irom  Headquarters,  Corps  of  Engineers,  dated  April  4, 1898, 
Maj.  John  G.  D.  Knight,  Corps  of  Engineers,  was,  at  his  own  request, 
temporarily  relieved  from  duty  as  a  member  of  the  Board,  "  owing  to 
his  important  and  absorbing  duties  in  connection  with  the  Battalion  of 
Engineers  and  the  purchase  of  material  for  torpedo  defense." 

As  at  present  constituted  The  Board  of  Engineers  consists  of  the 
following-named  oflScers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers:  Col.  Henry  M. 
Robert,  president;  Col.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  Brigadier-General, United  States 
Volunteers ;  Maj.  Henry  M.  Adams, and  Capt.  H.  F.  Hodges,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  United  States  Volunteers. 

In  addition,  the  division  engineers  are  members  of  the  Board  when 
matters  pertaining  to  defensive  works  in  their  respective  divisions  are 
under  consideration. 

The  Board  has  considered  the  various  subjects  referred  to  it  during 
the  past  year  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  and  the  following  is  a  brief 
summary  of  the  reports  rendered  thereon: 

1897. 
July   8.  On  the  artillery  defense  of  Cnmberland  Sounds  Georna  and  Florida. 
July   8.  On  the-sabmarine-mine  defense  of  Cumberland.  Sonnd,  Georgia  and  Florida. 
July    8.  Special  report  in  connection  with  the  defense  of  Cumberland  Sound. 
July  13.  On  letter  from  Maj.  D.  W.  Lockwood,  Corps  of  Engiueers,  relative  to  the 

location  of  ^un  batteries  recommended  by  The  Board  of  En^^ineers  for  the 

defense  of  ^larragansett  Bay,  in  connection  with  the  condemnation  of 

land  on  Conanicut  Island. 
July  21.  On  the  submarine-mine  defense  of  Narragansett  Bay. 
Aug.  17.  On  the  completion  and  testing  of  6- inch  rapid-fire  gun,  and  disappearing 

carriage  therefor,  proposed  by  Ordnance  Department. 
Aug.  17.  On  the  supply  of  rapid-iire  guns. 

^1 
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1897. 

Aug.  17.  On  modificatioDS  in  ammnnition  lift  for  10-inch  B.  L.  R.  emplaoements. 

Ang.  17.  On  3-inch  (16-pdr.)  rapid-fire  gnns  for  defense  of  mine  fields. 

Aug.  24.  On  letter  from  Barber  Asphalt  Paving  Company,  Jaly  2,  1891,  relative  to 
the  use  of  asphaltic  concrete  in  fortihcatious. 

Aug.  24.  On  offer  of  Mr.  T.  F.  Lane,  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance  and  Fortification,  to 
famish  a  37-mm.  Maxim  automatic  machine  gnn  and  monnt  therefor, 
for  trial. 

Aug.  24.  On  letter  from  commanding  officer  U.  S.  8.  Oregon,  referred  from  Navy 
Department  to  Secretary  of  War  under  date  of  July  16,  1897,  calling 
attention  to  the  defenseless  condition  of  Puget  Sound  and  the  advis- 
ability of  strongly  fortifying  Port  Angeles,  Wash. 

Sept.  14.  On  the  submarine-mine  defense  of  Pensacola,  Fla. 

Sept.  17.  On  plans  for  dredge  for  Pensacola  Harbor,  submitted  by  Maj.  F.  A.  Mahan, 
Corps  of  En  Queers. 

Sept.  20.  On  plans,  specifications,  and  estimate  for  target  to  test  experimental  para- 
pet of  the  present  adopted  typical  section,  and  one  of  the  section  pro- 
posed by  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

Sept.  29.  On  the  submarine-mine  defense  of  Portland,  Me. 

Oct.     9.  On  amended  design  for  platform  for  12-inch  mortar  carriage,  model  1896. 

Oct.  19.  On  indorsement  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  of  October  14,  1897,  in  regard 
to  the  award  of  contract  for  furnishing  oil  engines,  the  speoitications  for 
which  were  invited  by  Maj.  John  G.  D.  Knight,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

Nov.  3.  On  indorsement  of  the  Engineer  Department  of  Jnly  29,  1897,  referring  for 
report  a  letter  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  of  July  20,  1897, 
asking  if  Wasp  and  Reef  islands,  in  the  Strait  of  Juan  de  Fuca,  are  needed 
for  military  purposes. 

Nov.  3.  On  indorsement  of  the  Engineer  Department,  of  August  4,  1897,  referring 
for  report  letter  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  of  August  10,  1897, 
stating  that  an  application  is  pending  from  Charles  A.  Phelps  for  the 
survey  of  a  certain  island  in  the  strait  of  Juan  de  Fuca,  and  asking  if  such 
island  is  likely  to  be  needed  in  the  future  by  the  War  Department. 

Nov.  3.  On  indorsement  of  the  Engineer  Department,  of  October  14,  1897,  referring 
for  remark  a  letter  from  First  Lieut.  J.  T.  Honeycutt,  First  Artillery,  of 
September  10,  1897,  forwarding  a  printed  paper  entitled  ''Reply  to  the 
Report  of  the  Board  on  Seacoast  Mortar  Fire." 

Nov.  16.  On  distribution  of  rapid-fire  guns  and  old  armament  for  the  defense  of 
Charleston,  S.  C. 

Nov.  16.  On  distribution  ot  rapid-fire  gnns  and  old  armament  for  the  defense  of 
Wilmington,  N.  C.  (Cape  Fear  River). 

Nov.  24.  Relative  to  the  preparation  of  a  now  plan  for  ammunition  delivery  in  bat- 
teries mounting  12-inch  guns  (chain  lift). 

Dec.    1.  On  distribution  of  old  armament  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 

Dec.     1.  On  oil  engines  for  use  in  mine  field  operations. 

Dec.  1.  On  inspection  report  of  Col.  C.  R.  Suter,  Corps  of  Engineers,  Division 
Engineer  of  the  Pacific  Division,  relative  to  fortifications  at  San  Diego, 
Cal. 

Dec.    1.  On  rapid-fire  armament  for  defense  of  San  Diego,  Cal. 

Dec.    3.  On  changes  in  azimuth  circles  for  12-inch  mortar  carriages. 

Dec.  3.  On  the  subject  of  the  substitution  of  disappearing  mounts  for  lift  emplace- 
ments, and  the  advisability  of  undertaking  the  construction  of  armored 
casemates  in  the  immediate  future. 

Dec   20  1^^  rammers  and  staves  for  B.  L.  rifles  on  disappearing  carriages. 

Dec.    8.  On  revised  emplacement  for  10-inch  B.  L.  R. 

Deo.  16.  On  Raftery  boom  gates  for  coast  defense. 

Dec.  16.  On  mounts  for  12-inch  guns  for  Portland,  Me.,  Boston,  Mass.,  Potomac 
River  (Washington,  D.  C),  Charleston,  S.  C,  Pensacola, *Fla.,  Delaware 
River  (Philadelphia),  and  Baltimore,  Md. 

Dec.  20.  On  location  of  passageway  in  magazines  in  revised  emplacement  for  10-inch 
B.  L.  R. 

Deo.  24.  On  purchase  of  property  at  Fort  Wadsworth  belonging  to  the  King  estate. 

Dec.  27.  On  mounts  for  12-inch  guns  for  Mobile,  Ala.,  Key  West,  Fla.,  San  Francisco, 
Cal.,  and  mouth  of  Columbia  River. 

Dec.  29.  On  sites  for  rapid-fire  guns  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Dec.  29.  On  mounts  for  12-inch  guns  and  rapid- tire  armament  for  Savannah,  Ga. 

Dec.  31.  On  Ordnance  Department  alterations  in  platform  plate  for  10  inch  disap- 
pearing carriage,  L.  F.,  model  1896. 

Deo.  31.  On  reconsideration  of  project  for  defense  of  Narragansett  Bay  in  connec- 
tion with  petition  of  property  owners  and  residents  of  Couanicut  Island. 

Deo.  31.  Letter  on  the  subject  of  a  continuous  representation  of  the  Corps  of  Engi- 
neen  on  the  Board  of  Ordnance  a^iid  FocUtiQation. 
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1898. 
Jan.  11.  On  petition  for  defense  of  Humboldt  Harbor,  California. 
Jan.  11.  On  inspection  report  of  Col.  C.  R.  Snter,  Corps  of  Engineers,  relative  to 

fortincations  at  month  of  Colombia  River., 
Jan.  12.  On  distribution  of  rapid-fire  guns  and  old  armament  for  Mobile,  Ala. 
Jan.-  27.  On  retention  of  reservation  at  Proctorsville,  La.,  for  military  purposes. 
Jan.  27.  On  letter  of  Maj.  F.  A.  Mahan,  Corps  of  Engineers,  relative  to  providing 

lights  in  mortar  pits  of  the  new  mortar  battery  or  in  the  emplacement 

for  lO-inch  battery  near  Fort  Piokeus. 
Jan.  29.  On  system  of  James  Acton  Miller  for  use  of  iron  in  fortifioationa. 
Feb.    5.  On  revised  design  for  ammunition  hoist  for  10-inch  B.  L.  R. 

Feb   12  r^  revised  emplacement  for  12-inch  B.  L.  R. 

Feb.  1^.  On  transfer  of  torpedo  system  to  the  artillery  branch  of  the  service. 

Feb.  23.  On  submariue  mine  defense  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Mar.  1.  On  the  probable  effect  upon  the  surrounding  buildings  of  practice  firing 
from  the  mortar  battery  at  Grovers  Cliff,  Boston  Harbor. 

Mar.  1.  On  the  placing  permanently  at  Fort  Monroe  a  new  8-inch  rifle  on  all-round 
barbette  carriage. 

Mar.  1.  On  positions  for  rapid-fire  guns  for  resisting  naval  attack  and  for  sweeping 
mine  fields  at  entrance  to  Pensacola  Bay,  Florida. 

Mar.  1.  On  effect  of  gun  practice  at  Portland  Head,  Maine«  on  the  neighboring 
light-house. 

Mar.    1.  On  submarine  mine  defense  of  New  Orleans,  La. 

Mar.    8.  On  sites  for  rapid-fire  guns  for  Savannah  Harbor. 

Mar.    8.1  Preliminary  report  on  artillery  and  submarine  mine  defense  of  Port  Royal 

Mar.  16. )     Sound,  South  Carolina. 

Mar.  8.  Preliminaiy  report  on  artillery  and  submarine  mine  defense  of  mouth  of  St. 
Johns  River. 

Mar.  14.  Letter  preliminary  to  report  called  for  from  Board  on  the  subject  of  damp- 
ness in  magazines. 

Mar.  14.  On  offer  of  the  Pneumatic  Torpedo  and  Construction  Company  for  con- 
struction of  batteries. 

Mar.  14.  On  mounts  for  12-inch  guns  for  New  York  Harbor. 

Mar.  15.  On  small  caliber  rapid-tire  guns  for  defense  of  New  York  Harbor. 

Mar.  16.  On  distribution  of  rapid-fire  guns  for  Wilmington,  N.  C.  (Cape  Fear  River). 

Mar.  16.  On  House  bill  8974,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session,  for  the  purchase 
of  land  at  Rockaway  Point,  New  York,  for  fortification  purposes. 

Mar.  16.  On  distribution  of  rapid-fire  guns  for  Galveston,  Tex. 

Mar.  16.  On  distribution  of  rapid-fire  guns  and  old  armament  for  Key  West,  Fla. 

Mar  25  (^  distribution  of  rapid-fire  guns  for  Potomac  River  (Washington,  D.  C). 

Mar.  22.  On  advisability  of  procuring  additional  land  for  defensive  purposes  at  Pen- 
sacola, Fla. 

Mar.  22.  On  letters  of  Hon.  R.  E.  Lester,  M.  C,  First  district  of  Georgia,  and  N.  O. 
Til  ton,  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  relative  to  defense  of  approach  to  Savan- 
nah, Ga.,  by  means  of  Wilmington  River. 

Mar.  22.  On  submarine  mine  defense  of  Puget  Sound. 

Mar.  22.  On  distribution  of  rapid-fire  guns  for  Port  Orchard,  Puget  Sound. 

Mar.  23.  On  use  of  a  Gruson  turret  for  defense  of  Dry  Tortugas. 

Mar.  25.  On  project  of  H.  L.  Davis,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  for  defending  and  protect- 
in)^  rivers  and  harbors  from  hostile  naval  attack  by  the  use  of  petroleum. 

Mar.  25. 1  Preliminary  report  on  artillery  and  submarine  mine  defense  of  Tampa, 

Mar.  26./    Fla. 

Mar.  25.  On  the  use  of  pneumatic  dynamite  guns  as  an  adjunct  to  the  means  of  coast 
defense. 

Mar.  29.  On  letter  from  Lieut.  Col.  William  Lndluw,  Corps  of  Engineers,  suggest- 
ing the  equipment  of  Fort  Hamilton  for  torpedo  work. 

Mar.  29.  On  letter  from  Lieut.  Col.  William  Ludlow,  Cor^s  of  Engineers,  inviting 
attention  to  what  he  regards  as  a  serious  defect  in  the  construction  of  the 
new  10  inch  battery  at  Fort  Hamilton. 

Mar.  29.  On  letter  from  Col.  R.T.  Frank,  commanding  United  States  Artillery  School, 
inviting  attention  to  incompleteness  of  the  armament  at  Fort  Monroe. 

Mar.  29.  On  mounts  for  12-inch  guns  for  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

Mar.  29.  On  distribution  of  rapid-fire  guns  and  old  armament  for  Hampton  Roads, 
Virginia. 

Mar.  29.  On  letter  from  Lieut.  Col.  William  Lndlow,  Corps  of  Engineers,  inviting 
attention  to  the  anchorage  area  west  of  Rockaway  Inlet,  Sew  York,  which 
might  be  used  by  a  hostile  fleet,  and  suggesting  the  mounting  of  guns 
on  Plumb  Island,  or  two  12-inoh  rifles  at  Fort  Hamilton. 

Apr.    1.  On  the  artillery  defense  of  St.  Augustine,  Fla. 

Apr,    1.  Relative  to  the  submarine  mine  defense  of  the  obanii«E\B  n^wt  ^axi^^  IBUk^ 


560        REPORT   OF   THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS,  U.  8.  ARMT. 

1898. 
Apr.    1.  On  the  defense  of  Boston  at  Deer  Island. 
Apr.    1.  On  the  sabmarine  mine  defense  of  Key  West,  Fla. 

Anr'  27  I  ^'^  experimental  chain  ammunition  hoist  for  12-inch  guns. 

Apr.    5.  On  revised  bracket  hangera  for  palleys  of  ammunition  lift  in  10-inch  gnn 

emplacement. 
Apr.    5.  On  proposed  purchase  of  a  Pfund  military  bridge. 

Awr   14  I  ^^  revised  design  for  emplacement  for  8-inch  B.  L.  R. 

Apr.    7.  On  system  of  F.  Jarvis  Patten  of  torpedoes  by  the  use  of  acetylene  gas. 

Apr.  12.  On  a  device  for  coast  defense  proposed  by  M.  C.  Mengis. 

Apr.  12.  On  proposed  new  magazines  at  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Apr.  19.  On  defense  of  the  southern  entrance  to  New  York  (Staten  Island  Kills). 

Apr.  28.  On  the  question  of  changing  the  existing  form  of  mortar  battery. 

Apr.  30.  On  indorsement  of  the  Engineer  Department  of  April  25, 1898,  referring  for 
remark  letter  from  Lieut.  J.  W.  Ruckman,  Seventh  Artillery,  relative  to 
the  influence  of  altitude  of  gnn  mounts,  having  special  reference  to 
location  of  R.  F.  guns  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 

May    6.  On  the  device  of  F.  Jarvis  Patten  for  torpedoes  by  the  use  of  acetylene  gas. 

May  6.  On  location  of  rapid-fire  guns  at  Fort  Delaware  as  afi'ecting  the  location 
of  heavy  guns. 

May    6.  On  the  use  of  range  and  position  finders  in  seacoast  fortifications. 

May    9.  On  modification  of  12- inch  emplacements  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

May  26.  On  the  prevention  of  dampnesB  in  magazines. 

June  3.  On  design  for  a  battery  of  eight  mortars  arranged  in  two  pits  open  to  the 
rear. 

June  8.  On  letter  from  Maj.  Smith  S.  Leach,  Corps  of  Engineers,  dated  June  2, 1898, 
on  installation  of  search  lights  at  Great  Gull  Island. 

June  18.  On  shelters  and  towers  for  range  finders. 

June  20.  On  letter  from  MaJ.  Smith  S.  Leach,  Corps  of  Engineers,  dated  June  11, 1898, 
relative  to  proportions  of  certain  mixtures  for  use  in  the  prevention  of 
dampness  in  magazines. 

June  20.  On  indorsement  of  the  Engineer  Department,  of  June  15, 1898,  referring  for 
remark  and  recommendation  letter  ^'rom  Lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Raymond,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  submitting  suggestions  relative  to  number  and  location  of 
rapid-tire  guns  at  Fort  Delaware. 

June  30.  On  indorsement  of  the  Engineer  Department,  of  June  25, 1898,  referring  for 
remark  and  recommendation  letter  from  Capt.  T.  L.  Casey,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, submitting  plans  and  estimates  for  10-inch  depressing  gnn  at  Fort 
Monroe,  Va. 

In  the  performance  of  its  duties  the  Board  made  the  following  per- 
sonal inspections  of  sites  for  defenses: 

Under  instructions  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  November  22, 
1897,  the  Board,  convsisting  of  Colonel  Gillesjne,  Majors  Adams  and 
Knight,  and  Captain  Hodges,  on  December  10,  lfe>97,  inspected  sites  for 
the  defense  of  Port  Royal  Sound.  Colonel  Robert,  by  reason  of  other 
public  duties,  was  unable  to  join  the  Board  at  that  time,  but  made  a 
personal  inspection  of  the  locality  in  the  hitter  part  of  that  month. 

Under  instructions  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  December  9, 

1897,  the  Board,  consisting  of  Majors  Adams  and  Knight  and  Captain 
Hodges,  on  December  21,  1897,  inspected  sites  for  the  defense  of  Nar- 
ragansett  Bay.  Colonels  Robert  and  Gillespie  were  unable,  by  reason 
of  other  public  duties,  to  join  the  Board  at  that  time,  but  Colonel  Rob- 
ert made  a  i)ersonal  inspection  of  tlie  locality  later  in  the  month. 

Under  instructions  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  April  9, 1897, 
and  January  15,  1898,  the  Board,  consisting  of  Colonel  Robert,  Majors 
Adams  and  Knight,  and  Captain  Hod^res,  on  February  8,  9,  and  10, 

1898,  visited  theDryTortugas,  Florida,  in  connection  with  the  prepara- 
tion of  detailed  projects  for  the  artillery  and  submarine  mine  defense 
of  that  locality.  Colonel  Gillespie  was  unable,  by  reason  of  other  pub- 
lic duty,  to  join  the  Board,  but  he  had  previously  inspected  the  locality. 

Under  instructions  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  September  17, 
1897,  and  January  15, 1898,  the  full  Board,  on  February  12, 1898,  visited 
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the  moatb  of  the  St.  Johns  River,  Florida,  ia  connection  with  the  prep- 
aration of  projects  for  the  artillery  and  sabmarine  mine  defense  of  that 
locality. 

In  addition  to  their  duties  with  The  Board  of  Engineers,  the  individ- 
ual members  of  the  Board  have  been  engaged  as  follows  daring  the 
year  ending  Jnne  30, 1898: 

Col.  Henry  M.  Robert,  the  president  of  The  Board  of  Engineers, 
served  as  president  and  member  of  the  following  boards:  1.  To  provide 
for  the  examination  and  survey  of  a  water  route  ft'om  the  mouth  of  the 
jetties  at  Galveston,  Tex.,  through  the  ship  channel  and  up  Buffalo 
Bayou  to  Houston,  Tex.  2.  To  examine  and  report  upon  the  character 
and  value  of  improvements  at  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos  River,  Texas* 

3.  To  examine  and  report  upon  the  character  and  value  of  improve- 
ments made  at  Aransas  Pass  by  the  Aransas  Pass  Harbor  Company. 

4.  To  consider  and  report  on  project  for  the  protection  of  the  Sandy 
Hook  peninsula  and  for  the  construction  of  a  drawbridge  over  the 
Shrewsbury  River,  New  Jersey.  5.  To  consider  and  report  upon  the 
modification  of  harbor  lines  at  Bridgeport,  Conn. ;  and  6.  To  examine 
officers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  with  a  view  to  their  promotion. 

He  continues  as  Division  Engineer  of  the  Southwest  Division,  as 
exofficio  member  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  for  the  United  States  Engi- 
neer School,  and  as  president  and  member  of  the  following  boards  (a) 
On  harbor  lines  for  the  harbor  of  New  York  and  its  adjacent  waters. 
(b)  On  harbor  lines  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  (c)  On  the  reconsid- 
eration of  a  project  for  the  improvement  of  Pensacola  Harbor,  Florida, 
(c^)  On  survey  and  reiiort  upon  the  navigable  channel  through  South- 
west Pass,  Mississippi  River,  (e)  Is  under  instructions  from  the  Chief 
of  Engineers  to  make  a  report  on  the  resolution  of  the  United  States 
Senate,  of  May  19, 189S,  relative  to  Aransas  Pass,  Texas;  and  (/)  To 
examine  officers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  with  a  view  to  their 
promotion.  * 

Col.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  Corps  of  Engineers,  has  continued  to  serve  as 
Division  Engineer  of  the  Northeast  Division ;  member  and  president  of 
the  Mississippi  River  Commission;  member  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  to 
the  United  States  Engineer  School;  member  of  Boards  of  Engineer 
Officers  to  report  upon  harbor  lines  of  New  York  Harbor  and  adjacent 
waters,  and  to  reconsider  the  project  for  Pensacola  Harbor,  Florida; 
member  of  the  Light-house  Board,  and,  until  June  3, 1898,  member  of 
the  Board  of  Officers  for  the  examination  for  promotion  of  officers  of 
the  Corps  of  Engineers. 

He  has  also  served  as  a  member  and  president  of  a  board  of  officers 
in  connection  with  works  of  improvement  at  Savannah  River  and  Cum- 
berland Sound,  Georgia,  and  as  a  member  and  president  of  a  board  of 
officers  to  examine  applicants  for  commission  in  the  First  Regiment  of 
United  States  Volunteer  Engineers. 

He  was  appointed  brigadier-general  of  United  States  Volunteers,  and 
accepted  appointment  June  4, 1898.  He  was  assigned  to  the  command 
of  the  Department  of  the  East  June  28, 1898,  and  assumed  command  of 
said  department  June  30, 1898. 

Mi^.  Henry  M.  Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers,  is  a  member  of  the  fol- 
lowing boards:  On  harbor  lines  for  the  harbor  of  New  York  and  its 
adjacent  waters,  and  of  Board  of  Engineer  Officers  for  the  revision  of 
the  existing  torpedo  system.  He  has  continued  in  charge  of  defensive 
works  at  eastern  entrance  to  New  York  Harbor;  of  works  on  islands 
in  New  Yoi^  Harbor  and  on  Staten  Island,  and  of  sea  walls  on  Gov- 
ernors and  Davids  Islands,  and  of  the  various  river  and  harbor  improve- 
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ments  of  which  he  had  charge  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane 
30, 1897,  with  the  exception  of  the  following  river  and  harbor  works, 
the  charge  of  which  he  transferred  to  Maj.  A.  M.  Miller,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, during  October  and  November,  1897,  under  instructions  from  the 
Engineer  Department:  At  Keyport,  N.  J.;  the  channel  between  fc^taten 
Island  and  New  Jersey;  the  rivers  Shrewsbury,  Elizabeth,  South,  Rari- 
tan,  and  Passaic;  Shoal  Harbor  and  Compton  Creek,  and  Mattawau, 
JSr.  J. ;  Raritan  Bay,  N.  J. ;  and  reconstruction  of  the  approaches  to  the 
draw  of  the  Newark  and  Hudson  Riv^er  Railroad  Bridge  across  the 
Passaic  River,  at  Newark,  N.  J.  During  the  past  fiscal  year  he  served 
as  member  of  Board  of  Engineer  OflBcers  in  connection  with  works  of 
improvement  of  the  Savannah  River,  Georgia,  and  Cumberland  Sound, 
Florida;  member  of  board  for  the  construction  of  a  drawbridge  over 
the  Shrewsbury  River,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  navigation  in  that 
river;  and  member  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance  and  Fortification  during 
the  absence  of  Col.  P.  C.  Hains,  Corps  of  Engineers,  with  the  Nica- 
ragua uanal  Commission.  He  continues  to  supervise  the  construction 
of  permanent  and  temporary  bridges  across  Newtown  Creek  at  Vernon 
avenue,  Long  Island  City;  of  bridge  across  Mill  Neck  Creek  Inlet 
from  Aliens  Point  at  Mill  Neck  to  Pine  Island,  at  Bayville,  N.  Y. ;  of 
bridge  over  Coney  Island  Creek  from  West  Seventeenth  to  West  Eight- 
eenth street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  of  bridge  over  the  Bronx  River  at  West- 
chester avenue,  New  York  City;  and  of  bridge  across  the  channel 
between  City  Island  and  Pelham  Bay  Park,  in  New  York  City.  Under 
orders  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  on  April  21,  1898,  he  relieved  Lieut. 
Col.  William  Ludlow,  Corps  of  Engineers,  temporarily,  of  the  following 
duties,  and  these  works  are  now  under  his  charge:  Works  on  Long 
Island  and  Sandy  Hook  for  the  defense  of  the  southern  entrance  to 
New  York  Harbor,  and  of  sea  walls  on  the  north  and  east  shore  of 
Sandy  Hook  Peninsula.  Improvement  of  the  harbor  of  New  York 
and  the  Harlem  River;  deepening  Gedney  Chanhel,  and  the  removal 
of  obstructions  in  East  River  at  Hell  Oate,  N.  Y.  To  supervise  the 
construction  of  bridges  across  East  River  between  the  cities  of  New 
York  and  Long  Island  City,  at  Blackwells  Island;  and  between  the 
cities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn  at  Delancy  street  and  near  Scammel 
street,  New  York  City;  of  bridges  across  the  Harlem  River  at  Forest 
avenue,  at  Third  avenue,  and  between  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  and 
One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  streets.  New  York  City;  of  temporary 
bridges  across  the  Harlem  River  at  Third  avenue  and  One  hundred 
and  fifty-sixth  street,  New  York  City;  reconstruction  of  bridge  across 
Spuyten  Duyvil  Creek,  New  York;  and  of  two  piers  on  the  Jersey 
Flats,  New  York  Bay,  at  Bayonne,  N.  J.;  in  charge  of  the  removal  of 
the  wrecked  ship  Alvena  in  New  York  Harbor. 

Capt.  H.  F.  Hodges  has  continued  as  disbursing  officer  of  The  Board 
of  Engineers.  Having  been  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  First 
Regiment  of  Volunteer  Engineers,  he  has,  by  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  been  placed  on  duty  in  connection  with  the  recruiting  of 
that  regiment,  continuing  at  the  same  time  his  duties  as  a  member  of 
The  Board  of  Engineers  under  the  Chief  of  Engineers.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  a  board  for  the  examination  of  officers  of  the  Corps  of 
Engineers  with  a  view  to  their  promotion. 

For  the  Board. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henbt  M.  Bobebt, 
Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers^  President  of  the  Board. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Chief  of  Engineern^  U.  S.  A. 
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POST   OF   WILLETS    POINT,    NEW   YORK— UNITED    STATES    ENGINEER 
SCHOOL— BATTALION  OF  ENGINEERS— ENGINEER  DEPOT. 


RSPOBT  OF  MAJ,  JOHN  G.  D.  KNIGHT,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS,  FOB  THE 

FISCAL  TEAR  ENDING  JUNE  SO,  1898. 


United  States  Engineer  School, 

WilleU  Point,  N.  F.,  August  4, 1898. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  daplicate  annaal 
report  on  the  Post  of  Willete  Point,  N.  Y.,  the  United  States  Engineer 
School,  the  Battalion  of  Engineers,  and  the  Engineer  Depot,  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898. 

Very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  D.  Knight, 
Major ^  Corps  of  Engineers^  Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


L— POST  OP  WILLETS  POINT,  N.  Y. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  a  brick  mess  hall  has  been  erected,  accom- 
modating three  companies  in  separate  messes.  Its  cost  was  {18,724.36. 
Bepairs  to  buildings  and  post  wharf  were  made,  most  of  the  labor 
being  performed  by  soldiers. 

Allotments  for  new  structures  and  for  labor  and  materials  for  repairs 
have  been  received  as  follows : 

Mess  haU : 

Constroction  $17,000.00 

PlambiDg 675.00 

Heating  apparatus 1,049.36 

$18, 724. 96 

Bairaoksand  quarters 3,245.00 

Heating  apparatus 932.00 

Plumbing  and  teamsters ^ 1,623.10 

Labor 2,100.00 

Repairs  to  wharf 3,010.00 

Total 29,634.46 

The  current  expenditures  for  repairs  were  about  9200  less  than  for 
the  previous  year. 

The  post  had  been  connected  with  Wbitestone  Landing  by  telegraph 
through  a  cable.    This  cable  having  deteriorated,  a  land  wire  was  set 
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up  from  Whitestone  to  the  reservation  boandary  by  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Company,  the  necessary  permission  from  local  authorities 
having  been  obtained.  The  cost  of  erecting  the  line,  $250,  was  paid 
from  the  appropriation  for  contingencies  of  the  Army.  The  line  was 
extended  to  the  headquarters  building  by  Government  labor  and 
material. 

Two  operators  are  detailed  from  the  Battalion  of  Engineers  and 
receive  no  extra  pay  for  their  services  as  operators,  either  from  the 
United  States  or  the  Western  Union  Company. 

The  garrison  of  the  post  has  consisted  of  headquarters  band.  Com- 
panies A,  B,  and  C,  Battalion  of  Engineers,  a  detachment  of  the  hos- 
pital corps,  and  of  various  organizations  given  in  details  below. 

Battery  M,  Fifth  Artillery,  arrived  July  1  and  departed  Joly  3, 1897, 
having  been  engaged  in  artillery  target  practice.  . 

Battery  M,  Fitlh  Artillery,  arrived  October  9  and  remained  in  camp 
until  November  10, 1897,  having  been  engaged  in  mounting  an  8-inch 
gun  and  carriage. 

A  detachment  of  Batteries  K  and  L,  Fifth  Artillery,  under  command 
of  Lieut.  Clarence  E.  Lang,  was  present  from  February  19  until  June  2, 
1898,  mounting  gun  and  mortars. 

Batteries  K  and  L,  Seventh  Artillery,  have  been  encamped  on  the 
post  since  May  18. 

Forty-eight  enlisted  men  from  Company  E,  Battalion  of  Engineers, 
were  present  from  April  1  to  April  20,  1898,  receiving  instruction  in 
submarine  mining. 

Company  G,  Twenty-second  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  reported 
for  special  duty  under  the  post  commander  on  June  10, 1898.  This 
company  is  quartered  in  the  barrack  recently  vacated  by  Company  A, 
Battalion  of  Engineers. 

The  Third  Battalion  of  the  Twenty- second  New  York  Volunteer 
Infantry,  Maj.  G.  D.  Bussell,  commanding,  reported  for  duty  as  infantry 
support  on  June  10, 1898,  and  is  encamped  upon  the  space  north  of  the 
north  row  of  officers'  quarters. 

Detachments  of  enlisted  men  from  the  various  engineer  companies 
have  left  the  post  from  time  to  time,  beginning  April  5,  until  now  153 
men  are  detached  at  19  harbors  throughout  the  country,  and  perform- 
ing the  skilled  labor  required  in  planting  and  operating  submarine 
mines. 

The  demands  made  upon  the  battalion  for  the  performance  of  other 
techuicalduties  minimized  thesedetachments  below  thenumbersrequired 
for  prompt  results  and  necessitated  the  employment  of  civilians  not  so 
well  qualified  as  are  specially  trained  solders,  and  with  increased  expense 
to  the  Government. 

From  April  1  to  April  20, 1898,  50  men  tram  Company  A,  Battalion 
of  Engineers,  were  at  West  Point,  N.  Y.,  to  enable  an  equal  detach- 
ment of  Company  E  to  take  a  course  of  instruction  in  submarine  mining 
at  this  post. 

On  May  14, 1898,  Company  C,  Battalion  of  Engineers,  left  en  route 
for  Tampa,  Fla. 

On  May  24, 1898,  Company  A,  Battalion  of  Engineers,  left  en  route 
for  San  Francisco  and  the  Philippines. 

June  30, 1898,  the  garrison  of  the  post  consisted  of  Company  B  and 
part  of  Company  D,  Battalion  of  Engineers;  Batteries  K  and  L,  Sev- 
enth Artillery,  and  Companies  D,  F,  G,  L,  and  M,  Twenty-second  New 
York  Volunteer  Infantry. 
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Besides  the  officers  attached  to  troops,  the  following  have  been  sta- 
tioned at  the  post  daring  the  year: 

Maj.  H.  S.  Turrilly  Surgeon. 

Capt.  J.  D.  Poindexter,  Assistant  Surgeon,  relieved  November  8, 1897. 
6apt.0gden  Rafferty,  Assistant  Surgeon,  joined  November  8,  1897|  and  relieved 
June  4,  ISSS. 

Detailed  for  instruction  in  submarine  mining  at  the  United  States 
Engineer  School,  under  paragTaph  346,  Army  Eegulations: 

First  Lieut.  William  H.  Wilhelm,  Fourteenth  Infantry  Joined  November  1, 1897. 

First  Lieut.  William  O.  Johnson,  Tenth  Infantry,  joined  November  1, 1897. 

Second  Lieut.  Harry  J.  Hirsch,  Fifteenth  Infantry  Joined  November  1, 1897. 

Second  Lieut.  Robert  L.  Hamilton,  Twenty-second  Infantry,  Joined  November  1, 
1897. 

Second  Lieut.  John  S.  Murdock,  Twenty-fifth  Infantr;^,  joined  November  1, 1897. 

Second  Lieut.  Arthur  M.  Edwards,  Third  Infantry,  joined  November  1, 1897. 

Second  Lieut.  Frederick  G.  Stritzinger,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  joined  November 
1,1897. 

Second  Lieut.  Joseph  S.  Herron,  First  Cavalry,  joined  November  1, 1897. 

Second  Lieut.  Walter  S.  McBroom,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  joined  November  1, 1897. 

Second  Lieut.  Oscar  J.  Charles,  Tenth  Infantry,  joined  November  1, 1897. 

On  account  of  the  war  with  Spain,  all  of  the  above-named  officers 
were  relieved  from  duty  April  21, 1898, 

Second  Lieut.  William  J.  Johnston,  Tenth  Cavalry,  relieved  August  18, 1897. 
Second  Lieut.  Frank  A.  Wilcox,  First  Infantry,  relieved  August  18, 1897. 
Second  Lieut.  William  C.  Rogers,  Seventh  Infantry,  relieved  August  18, 1897. 
Second  Lieut.  Frank  B.  McKeona,  Fifteenth  Infantry,  relieved  August  18, 1897. 
Second  Lieut.  William  A.  Baiboum,  Fourth  Infantry,  relieved  August  18, 1897. 

XL— UNITED  STATES  ENGINEER  SCHOOL. 

Command  AKT. 
Mi^.  John  G.  D.  Knight,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

This  school,  haviug  been  in  operation  about  nineteen  years,  was 
reorganized  on  a  basis  given  on  pages  474^77,  Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army,  1886.  New  ^<  Regulations  for 
the  Government  of  the  U.  S.  Engineer  School"  were  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  published  November  11, 1897,  as  Ibllows: 

General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  63.  >  Washingion,  November  11,  1897. 

The  following  re^nlations  for  the  goye'rnment  of  the  Uoited  States  Engineer 
School  at  Willets  Point,  New  York,  have  been  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
are  by  his  direction  published  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  ail  concerned. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 

Samuel  Breck, 

Adjatant-General, 

REGULATIONS  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES  ENGINEER  SCHOOL. 

1.  The  school  is  officially  designated  as  the  United  States  Engineer  School. 

3.  Object. — ^The  object  of  the  school  is  to  increase  the  professional  qualifications  of 
officers  assignc^d  to  the  Corps  of  Engineers ;  to  conduct  researches  in  the  branches  of 
soienoe  applicable  to  the  duties  of  that  Corps ;  and  to  prepare  manuals  of  instruction 
mad  guidance  for  duties  required  of  engineer  officers  and  soldiers. 

3.  CommuLud. — ^The  School,  under  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  shall  be  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  officer  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  post  at 
Willeto  Point,  New  York. 

4.  Aeademie  Staff, — The  Academic  Staff  shall  consist  of  the  Commandant  and 
Instructors. 

The  A^ntant  shall  be  the  Secretary  of  the  Staff. 
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5.  Departments  of  Instruction. — There  shall  be  three  departments  of  iustruction,  aa 
follows : 

a.  Military  EDj^ineering. 

h.  Electrical  Eiip:ineeriDg. 

c.  Civil  EugineeriDK. 
Each  department  will  be  in  charge  of  an  instructor  assigned  by  the  Commandant 
from  among  the  captains  commanding  the  engineer  companies  on  dnty  at  Willets 
Point. 

6.  Students. — The  students  shall  be  the  jnnior  engineer  officers  on  duty  with  the 
Battalion  of  Engineers  at  Willets  Point  and  snch  other  officers  as  may  be  attached 
to  the  School  for  special  instruction. 

7.  Period  of  Instruction. — Engineer  officers  shall  be  under  instruction  for  two  years, 
beginning  October  first. 

The  period  for  essentially  theoretical  instruction  (the  winter  course)  shall  extend 
from  November  first  to  May  first;  that  for  essentially  practical  instruction  (the  sum- 
mer course)  from  May  first  to  November  first. 

8.  Method  of  Instruction, — Practical  work,  as  well  as  subjects  for  study,  research, 
and  themes,  will  be  assigned  to  the  student  officers  by  the  instructors,  who  also  will 
indicate  the  sources  of  information.  During  the  winter  course  instructors  will  meet 
their  classes  at  least  weekly  for  the  purpose  of  consultation  and  for  the  oral  exami- 
nation of  student  officers. 

Where  these  examinations  indicate  unsatisfactory  progress,  report  thereof  shall  be 
made  without  delay  to  the  Commandant. 

Written,  and,  if  reqnired  by  the  Commandant,  oral  and  practical,  examinations 
shall  be  held  in  each  department  of  instrnction,  at  the  conolusioD  of  instruction  io 
that  department,  and  also  upon  the  temporary  suspension  of  theoretical  instruction, 
in  case  instrnction  in  any  department  should  continue  for  more  than  one  season. 

Oral  examinations,  other  than  weekly,  shall  be  in  the  presence  of  the  Academic 
Staff.  From  the  examinations,  and  from  the  results  as  shown  by  the  practical  work, 
the  student  engineer  officers  shall  be  classified  in  each  department  by  the  Academic 
Staff  as  proficient  with  honor,  proficient,  or  deficient.  This  olassificatit  n  shall  be 
based  on  the  examinations  and  shall  be  made  of  record. 

The  degree  of  proficiency  in  the  case  of  others  than  engineer  officers  taking  the 
submarine  mining  course  shall  be  indicated  as'follows: 

Qualified  to  take  entire  charge  of  the  submarine  mine  defense  of  a  harbor. 

Qualified  to  take  charge  of  casemate  work  and  planting  mines. 

Qualified  to  take  charge  of  planting  mines. 

9.  Diplomas. — Diplomas  signed  hy  the  Academic  Staff  shall  be  given  to  all  officers 
who  complete  the  entire  course  of  instruction  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Staff. 

Officers  who,  on  acconnt  of  ill-health  or  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  have  been 
unable  to  complete  the  entire  course,  will  receive  diplomas  indicating  the  subjects 
they  have  satisfactorily  completed. 

Should  an  officer  be  examined  for  promotion  within  two  years  from  the  date  of  his 
diploma,  the  diploma  shall  be  accepted  by  the  Examining  Board  as  sufficient  evidence 
of  the  proficiency  of  the  officer  in  the  subjects  indicated  as  satisfactorily  completed. 

10.  Board  of  Fisilors. — ^The  Board  of  Visitors  shall  consist  of  the  President  of  The 
Board  of  Engineers,  and  two  ollicers  of  the  Corp  of  Engineers  to  be  designated  by 
the  Chief  of  Engineers.  The  Board  shall  visit  tlie  School  annually,  soon  alter  the 
close  of  the  winter  course,  and  make  a  thorough  and  detailed  inspection  of  every- 
thing connected  with  it.  It  shall  submit  a  report  of  its  inspection  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  through  the  Chief  of  Enc^ineers,  with  such  recommendations  in  reference  to 
the  School  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

11.  Programme  of  Instruction. — The  following  shall  be  the  general  programme  of 
instruction,  of  which  the  details  shall  be  ordered  by  the  Commandant,  upon  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Academic  Staff: 

Military  Engineerinfj. — Service  manuals;  reconnaissances  of  routes  and  positions; 
maps,  plans,  and  military  photography;  explosives;  military  bridges;  campaigns; 
land  and  coast  defenses,  their  plans,  estimates,  general  methods  of  construction, 
armament,  attack  and  defense. 

Electrical  Engineering. — Service  manual ;  the  application  of  electricity  to  seacoast 
and  land  defenses,  and  transmission  of  power. 

Civil  Engineering. — Surveying  and  practical  astronomy;  preliminary  examinations 
of  navigable  waterways ;  river  and  harbor  improvements ;  detailed  study  of  building 
materials,  plant,  and  methods  of  construction,  particularly  as  applied  in  fortifications, 
river  and  harbor  works,  and  their  accessories. 

The  courses  of  instruction  will  be  supplemented  by  lectures  by  officers  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  and  civilians,  as  well  as  by  visits  to  manufacturing  establishments  and  to 
important  works  of  civil  and  military  engineering. 

12.  Application  of  Time. — Reconnaissance  work  in  the  field  shall  be  executed  during 
the  first  month  of  duty  at  the  School. 
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Of  tlie  first  winter  coarse  the  first  sixteen  weeks  shall  be  applied  to  instruction  in 
electrical  engineering,  and  nine  weeks  to  instraction  in  civil  engineering. 

Of  the  second  winter  coarse,  the  first  eleven  weeks  shall  be  applied  to  instraction 
in  civil  engineering,  and  fourteen  weeks  to  instruction  in  military  engineering. 

Daring  the  summer  conrses  practice  shall  be  had  in  preliminary  examinations  and 
surveys,  practical  astronomy,  electrical  engineering,  and  other  iustrnmental  work. 

13.  Monthly  Reports. — The  instructors  shall  submit  moathly  reports  of  the  opera- 
tions of  their  departmentH  to  the  Commandant,  who  shall  snbmit  monthly  reports  of 
the  operations  of  the  School  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 

14.  Annual  Reports. — The  instrnctors  shall  annually,  and  within  thirty  days  after 
the  close  of  the  yvinter  season,  submit  to  the  Commandant  a  report  of  the  operations 
of  their  respective  departments  during  the  preceding  year^  which  report  shall  include 
in  detail  the  subjects  for  study  and  research  assigned  during  that  year,  the  practical 
work  executed,  and  all  other  matters  pertaining  to  their  departments  worthy  of 
record  on  the  School  files.  The  Commandant  shall  annually  and  within  twenty  days 
after  the  cloee  of  each  fiscal  year,  submit  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers  a  detailed  report 
of  the  operations  of  the  School. 

15.  Dishursementa. — All  funds  appropriated  specially  for  furthering  the  object  of 
the  School  shall  be  disbursed  by  the  Commandant. 

16.  Cooperation  of  Troop%. — The  Commandant  as  Post  Commander  will  so  arrange 
the  duties  of  the  troops  of  his  oommaod  as  to  comply  most  effectively  with  the  spirit 
of  these  Regulations. 

17.  TourB  of  Duty. — Subject  to  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  the  regular  tonr  of 
doty  of  members  of  the  Academic  and  Battalion  Staff  shall  be  not  less  than  three 
years:  all  gradaatee  of  the  Military  Academy,  assigned  to  the  Corps  of  Engineers, 
shall  be  oraered  to  duty  at  the  School,  commencing  one  year  after  the  expiration  ox 
their  graduating  leave,  or  at  such  other  date  as  the  interests  of  the  service  may 
require,  and  continuing  not  less  than  two  years. 

The  principal  changes  effected  are  two,  the  shortening  of  the  course 
of  instraction  of  engineer  ofiScers  from  three  years  to  two  years;  when 
an  officer  is  to  be  examined  for  promotion  within  two  y^ars  from  the 
date  of  his  diploma,  causing  this  diploma  to  be  accepted  by  the  exam- 
ining board  as  sufficient  evidence  of  the  proficiency  of  the  officer  in  the 
subjects  indicated  therein  as  satisfactorily  completed. 

Summaries  of  the  work  of  the  difiterent  instructors  are  as  follows: 

A. — Military  Enginekring. 
Instructor:  Capt.  Graham  D.  Fitch,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  second  winter's  course  of  instruction  in  military  engineering 
began  January  24,  1898.  The  officers  under  instruction  were  Second 
Ijieuts.  E.  n.  Schuiz  and  flarry  Burgess,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  entire  course  of  fourteen  weeks  was  not  completed,  as  the  then 
approaching  war  with  Spain  caused  a  suspension  of  school  work  on 
April  4, 1898.  The  following  were  the  subjects  of  study:  Modern  guns 
and  mortars  and  their  appropriate  carriages;  coast  t'ortilications  and 
attack  and  defense  of  same;  explosives  and  military  mining;  bridges, 
field  works,  etc. 

B. — Electrical  Engineering. 
Instructor:  Capt.  W.  C.  Langfitt^  Corps  of  Engineers. 

During  the  summer  season  practice  in  loading  and  planting  subma- 
rine mines  occupied  the  cavalry  and  infantry  officers  detailed  here  for 
instruction,  the  necessary  assistance  being  rendered  by  enlisted  men 
from  the  Battalion  of  Engineers.  Second  Lieutenants  Schuiz  and  Bur- 
gesSy  Corps  of  Engineers,  attended  these  operations  with  their  respec- 
tive companies. 

From  November  1,  1897,  until  March  2,  1898,  there  were  under 
instruction  the  engineer  officers  of  the  first  winter's  class,  Second  Lieut. 
E.  B.  Stuart,  and  Additional  Second  Lieut.  G.  M.  Hotfman,  Corps  of 
Engineers;  and  from  November  1,  1898,  until  they  were  relieved  at 
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their  own  requests  from  duty  at  this  post,  April  21, 1898,  on  account  of 
the  impending  war  with  Spain,  there  were  under  instruction  the  follow- 
ing officers  specially  detailed  for  the  course: 

First  Lieut.  W.  H.  Wilhelm,  Fourteenth  Infantry. 
First  Lient.  W.  O.  Johnson,  Seventh  Infantry. 
Second  Lieut.  H.  J.  Hirsch,  Fifteenth  Infantry. 
SeoQjid  Lient.  R.  L.  Hamilton,  Twenty -second  Infantry. 
Second  Lieut.  J.  S.  Murdock,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 
Second  Lient.  A.  M.  Edwards,  Third  Infantry. 
Second  Lieut.  F.  6.  Stritzingor^  Twenty-third  Infantry. 
Second  Lieut.  J.  S.  Herron,  First  Cavalry. 
Second  Lieut.  W.  8.  McBroora,  Eighteenth  Infantry. 
Second  Lieut.  O.  J.  Charles,  Tenth  Infantry. 

Student  officers  were  continuously  engaged  in  practical  laboratory 
work,  making  electrical  tests  and  measurements,  in  theoretical  electrical 
studies  and  problems,  and  in  submarine  mining  work. 

A  number  of  lectures  were  delivered  by  the  instructor,  and  a  com- 
prehensive written  examination  was  held  on  March  1, 1898. 

C— Civil  Enginbbrino. 
Instructor:  Capt.  S.  W.  Roeasler,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  officers  of  the  second  winter's  class  were  Second  Lieuts.  B.  H. 
Schuiz  and  Harry  Burgess,  Corps  of  Engineers.  The  officers  of  the 
first  winter's  class  were  Second  Lieut.  E.  K.  Stuart  and  Additional 
Second  Lieut.  G.  M.  Hoffman,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  report  of  the  instructor  are  of  special 
interest: 

In  September,  1S97|  Lieutenants  Schnlz  and  Burgess  completed  a  topographical 
survey  of  about  1  square  mile  of  territory  in  the  vicinity  of  Little  Keck,  Long  Island. 

The  theoretical  course  of  the  second  winter's  class  was  commenced  November  1, 
1897,  and  continued  eleven  weeks.    The  method  of  instruction  was  as  follows : 

The  instructor  and  student  otticers  mot  at  least  once  each  week,  usually  at  its 
close,  to  discuss  the  subject  under  investigation  that  week  and  to  announce  the  sub- 
ject for  the  following  week.  Text-books  were  not  mentioned  and  each  officer  had 
full  liberty  to  acquire  his  information  wherever  he  pleased.  No  marks  were  awarded 
as  the  result  of  the  weekly  meeting,  but  instead  a  remark  was  entered  opposite  each 
officers  name,  indicating  the  degree  of  zeal  and  ability  displayed  by  him  in  his 
week's  investigation.  The  officers  were  impressed  with  the  fact  that  the  instructor 
desired  to  conduct  the  coarse  and  the  weekly  meetings  on  principles  as  different  as 
possible  from  the  text-book  and  recitation  systems;  that  they  slioald  not  work  for 
marks,  as  there  would  be  none;  nor  study  a  subject  with  a  special  view  of  making 
a  showing  of  knowledge  before  the  instructor,  but  rather  store  up  in  their  minds  or 
notebooks,  or  both,  as  much  usefnl  information  as  tliey  oould  gather  within  the  few 
days  allotted  to  the  subject. 

The  course  of  the  second  winter's'  class,  which  comprised  eleven  weeks,  included 
the  following  subjects : 

(1)  Preliminary  examination  of  navigable  waterways. 

(2)  Preparation  of  an  estimate  of  cost  for  surveying  a  canal  route  to  connect  the 
James  River  at  Richmond,  Va.,  with  the  Great  Kanawha  River  at  the  head  of  slack- 
water  navigation. 

(3)  River  regulation  in  general  and  that  of  the  James  River  in  particular. 

(4)  Canalization  of  rivers  as  illustrat-ed  by  that  of  tho  Great  Kanawha  River. 

(5)  Canal  construction  and  location  as  illustrated  by  that  of  the  Illinois  and 
Mississippi  Canal. 

(6)  Lake  breakwaters  in  general,  including  a  rather  detailed  stndy  of  the  Buffalo 
Breakwater. 

(7)  (Two  weeks)  Cement  and  cement  testing,  including  laboratory  practice  in 
making  and  breaking  briquets,  including  also  the  preparation  of  a  suitable  design 
for  a  wharf  to  receive  and  rapidlv  handle  the  materials  required  in  the  construction 
of  a  modern  fort,  and  to  have  sumcieut  strength  to  receive  and  convey  a  10-lnch  gun 
and  carriage. 

(8)  Improvement  of  an  entrance  to  a  harbor  on  a  sandy  coast  aa  exemplified  by  that 
ftt  Galveston,  Tex. 
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(9)  (Two  weeks)  Steam  engines  and  steam  engineering. 

•  •  •  •«  •  •  • 

The  eonrso  of  nine  weeks  for  the  officers  of  the  first  winter's  class  commenced 
March  2,  1898,  but  was  discontinned  after  the  fifth  week  of  stndy  on  account  of  war 
preparations.  The  class  consisted  of  Lieutenants  Stuart  and  Hoffman.  The  sub- 
jects studied  were  as  follows : 

(1)  Preliminary  surveys,  and  examinations,  instruments,  and  method  used;  infor- 
mation to  be  collected  and  preparation  of  report. 

(2)  Suitable  or^jpanization  of  a  survey  party  for  surveying  the  location  of  a  canal, 
including  the  estimate  of  cost  of  surveying  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Canal 
ronte. 

(3)  Topographical  surveying;  instruments  and  methods  used;  organization  of 
party;  cost. 

(4)  Hydrographic  surveying,  including  gauging  of  rivers  and  tidal  currents. 
Instruments:  methods;  cost. 

(5)  Cement  and  cement  testing. 

The  latter  subject  was  just  begun  when  the  course  was  suspended. 

ASTBONOMT  AND  MILITARY  PUOTOORAPUY. 

Separate  departments  for  iustraction  in  these  subjects  existed  until 
the  new  regulations  were  published.  The  courses  of  instruction  are 
stated  on  pages  568  and  569,  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 
United  States  Army,  1897. 

Between  July  1  and  November  30, 1897,  Additional  Second  Lieuts. 
6.  M.  Hofifman  and  F.  W.  Altstaetter,  Corps  of  Engineers,  completed 
tlie  practical  work  of  the  course  in  photography^  First  Lieut.  E.  W. 
Van  C  Lucas,  Corps  of  Engineers,  acting  as  instructor. 

The  course  in  astronomy  for  the  first  summer's  class,  Second  Lieuts. 
E.  H.  Scbulz  and  Harry  Burgess,  Corps  of  Engineers,  was  completed 
in  August,  1897,  the  computations  being  turned  in  two  months  later. 
First  Lieut.  W.  Y.  Judson,  Corps  of  Engineers,  acted  as  instructor. 

Special  Details  of  Officers  for  Ikstruction  in  Submarine  Mining. 

Special  details  of  officers,  other  than  engineer  officers,  for  instruction 
at  this  school  in  submarine  mining  were  first  authorized  in  1880.  After 
an  experience  of  eighteen  years,  the  pending  war  has  furnished  an 
opportunity  to  determine  what  profit  the  United  States  derives  from 
these  details. 

At  the  outbreak  of  war  the  ten  officers  under  special  instruction  at 
once  applied  for  orders  to  join  their  regiments.  One  officer  on  the 
Pacific  coast,  anticipating  inaction  there,  proft'ered  his  services  in  sub- 
marine mine  defense  on  the  Atlantic  coast;  the  services  of  one  other 
were  also  utilized. 

The  benefit  to  the  Government  of  this  special  instruction  has  been 
decidedly  disproportionate  to  the  large  amount  of  labor  which  it 
requires  of  the  instructor  in  electricity,  and  even  to  the  mere  expense 
of  mileage  involved  by  the  changes  of  stations  of  officers.  The  service 
would  have  benefited  more  for  these  eighteen  years  by  the  presence 
with  their  companies  of  the  officers  absent  on  these  details. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  therefore  that  Article  XLIl  of 
the  Army  Eegulations  be  annulled. 

III.— BATTALION  OF  ENGINEERS. 

April  4, 1898,  the  Secretary  of  War  authorized  the  increase  of  the 
Battalion  of  Engineers  from  500  to  702  enlisted  men.  Companies  A,  B, 
and  C  had  previously  had  a  total  enlisted  strength  of  400  men,  and 
Company  D  was  a  skeleton  company. 
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Each  of  these  compaDies  was  authorized  to  have  an  enlisted  strength 
oflSOraen. 

Under  authority  given  by  section  3  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved 
April  26, 1898,  the  organization  of  each  engineer  company  of  the  bat- 
talion was  on  April  27,  1898,  ordered  as  follows:  One  first  sergeant, 
10  sergeants,  10  corporals,  2  musicians,  64  first-class  privates,  and  63 
second-class  privates;  total,  150. 

This  law  modified  section  1155,  Revised  Statutes,  only  by  providing 
1  first  sergeant  for  each  company  and  taking  away  from  it  1  second- 
class  private. 

Under  existing  authority,  1  sergeant  and  20  enlisted  men  are  detached 
from  the  companies  to  constitute  a  band.  These  men  are  taken,  as 
nearly  as  practicable,  equally  from  the  five  companies,  the  sergeant 
being  detached  from  Company  D,  and  3  first-class  privates  and  1 
second  class  from  ea«h  company. 

Detachments  for  submarine-mine  defense  of  harbors  had  been  sent 
during  April,  1898,  from  the  three  companies  stationed  here.  As  these 
companies  were  to  be  held  in  readiness  for  field  service,  it  was  desira- 
ble to  have  their  strength  the  maximum  possible.  The  opportunity  to 
obtain  this  was  given  by  the  reorganization  of  Company  D,  to  which 
company  were  transferred  nearly  all  the  detachments  referred  to.  Its 
commanding  officer  and  12  men  remain  here,  the  men  being  quartered 
and  messing  with  (3ompany  B. 

Shortly  after  the  departure  of  companies  for  Tampa  and  San  Fran- 
cisco, it  became  evident  that  company  commanders  would  be  seriously 
hampered  in  the  administration  of  their  companies  if  it  continued  nec- 
essary for  them  under  the  regulations  to  submit  to  the  battalion  com- 
mander, for  his  action,  all  recommendations  as  to  appointment  and 
reduction  of  enlisted  men.  Accordingly  relief  for  these  commanders 
was  sought  by  me,  and  was  obtained  in  General  Orders,  No.  82,  Head- 
quarters of  the  Army,  June  27,  1898,  of  which  Section  II.  provides — 

During  the  existing  war  the  comniaDdlng  officers  of  engineer  companies  who  are 
serving  with  their  cumpauies  away  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Battalion  of 
Regular  Engineers  are  anthorized  to  appoint  sergeants,  corporals,  and  iirst-clasa 
privates  of  their  companies,  and,  when  necessary,  to  reduce  such  enlisted  men  to 
the  lower  grades.  This  authority,  however,  wiU  not  affect  the  status  of  enlisted 
men  who  are  not  serving  with  these  companies. 

Until  April,  1898,  only  some  of  the  noncommissioned  officers  of  the 
Company  (E),  stationed  at  West  Point,  had  received  instruction  in  sub- 
marine mining.  During  that  month  48  men  of  Company  E  reported 
at  this  station,  having  been  replaced  at  West  Point  by  a  detachment  of 
Company  A.  After  instruction  the  men  were  returned  to  their  respective 
stations,  but  war  prevented  extending  the  instruction  to  the  remainder 
of  Company  E. 

Three  companies  of  the  battalion  having  taken  the  field,  and  one 
being  mainly  scattered  along  the  seacoast,  and  the  summary  court 
having  been  temporarily  suspended,  it  is  impracticable  to  continue  the 
comparative  tables,  presented  in  previous  reports,  giving  statistics 
relating  to  recruiting,  discipline,  etc.,  and  to  now  furnish  a  roster  of 
officers  serving  with  the  battalion. 

IV.— ENGINEER  DEPOT. 

The  usual  routine  care  of  property  pertaining  to  the  depot  has  con- 
tinued, the  labor  incident  thereto  having  been  performed  by  enlisted 
men  of  the  Engineer  Battalion.    Since  June  10,  1898,  Company  G, 
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Twenty-second  United  States  Volunteer  Infantry,  has  assisted  in 
receiving  and  shipping  property. 

The  charge  of  the  depot  is  distinct  from  the  command  of  the  post 
of  Willets  Point  or  of  the  Battalion  of  Engineers,  but  under  date  of 
March  15, 1898,  the  Secretary  of  War  directed  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  post  to  aid  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Engineer  Depot  at  Willets 
Point,  K.  Y.,  as  far  as  possible,  with  the  services  of  the  officers  and 
enlisted  men  of  his  command,  when  so  requested  by  the  officer  in  charge 
of  the  depot. 

The  Secretary  of  War  directed  at  the  same  time  that  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  Engineer  Depot  be  authorized  to  order  any  officer  or 
officers  assisting  him  to  go  to  any  point  in  the  vicinity  where  his  or 
their  services  might  be  required*  in  connection  with  the  purchase  or 
inspection  of  submarine-mining  materials,  paying  his  or  their  travel 
expenses  and  mileage  from  the  proper  appropriation. 

The  roundhouse  (modeling  room)  has  been  converted  temporarily  into 
a  storeroom  for  submarine  mining  and  siege  supplies. 

Models  of  and  photographic  transparent  views  of  works  of  civil  and 
military  engineering  and  specimens  of  submarine  mining  were  sent  to 
the  Omaha  Exposition,  where  they  now  are  in  the  immediate  charge  of 
a  corporal  of  the  Battalion  of  Engineers. 

Additions  to  the  library  were  made  as  heretofore  by  purchase  and 
subscription,  and  by  the  receipt  of  volumes  from  other  Institutions  and 
from  official  sources  in  Washington,  D.  0. 

Shipments  of  bridge  equipage  have  been  made  as  follows:  One  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  feet  of  reserve  and  310  feet  of  advance  guard,  without 
wagons  except  2  tool  wagons,  were  transferred  to  Company  E  for  field 
use;  and  305  feet  of  reserve  train,  with  no  wagons  except  2  tool  wag- 
ons, were  started  to  Tampa,  Fla.  This  last  reserve  train  left  the  wharf 
four  hours  after  the  arrival  of  the  steam  lighter  taking  it  and  about 
thirty-one  hours  after  notice  to  prepare  it. 

One  reserve  and  three  advance  guard  divisions  are  in  course  of 
preparation. 

Engineer  equipment,  including  tools  and  siege  material  sufficient  for 
a  working  party  of  30,000  men,  not  including  reliefs,  has  been  purcliased. 
Besides  ordinary  material,  a  limited  number  of  sap  shields  have  been 
obtained,  and  of  soft  steel-plate  gabions  have  been  ordered  for  delivery 
in  July. 

INSTRUMENTS. 

These  have  mainly  been  obtained  as  heretofore — on  quotations  hold- 
ing for  the  fiscal  year. 

Besides  ordinary  issues  and  receipts,  other  issues  of  surveying,  recon- 
naissance, and  photographic  instruments  have  been  made  to  corps  and 
division  engineers.  The  need  of  some  standard,  both  as  regards  arti- 
cles and  quantities,  has  been  felt,  and  delay  in  filling  requisitions  has 
resulted  from  calls  for  instruments  not  ordinarily  on  the  market.  The 
limited  demand  for  various  articles  in  time  of  peace  found  no  available 
sufficient  supply  at  the  outbreak  of  war. 

SUBMABINE-MININQ  MATERIAL. 

March  18, 1898, 1  was  charged  with  the  expenditure  of  $225,000  from 
the  appropriation  for  "National  Defense,"  and  April  2, 1898,  with  the 
expenditure  of  the  additional  sum  of  $945,000,  alloted  for  various  pur- 
X>08e8,  as  shown  in  the  money  statement  below. 
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By  aboat  the  end  of  June,  seven  manufacturers  had  delivered  153  miles 
of  multiple  and  306  miles  of  single-conductor  cable.  Orders  were  placed 
for  1,158  buoyant  and  500  ground-mine  cases,  with  the  necessary  anchors 
for  the  former. 

Thirty-two  search-light  outfits  were  obtained  by  June  23,  and  eight 
more  by  July  19, 1898;  of  these,  five  were  ^iiuch,  twenty-four  were  30- 
inch,  and  eleven  were  36-inch.  In  all  cases  where  time  permitted,  oil 
engines  to  drive  the  dynamo  formed  part  of  these  outfits;  in  others, 
steam  engines.  Each  outfit  was  provided  with  a  truck  on  which  to  trans- 
port the  projector  and  controller,  and  with  a  reel  to  carry  at  least  1,000 
feet  ot*  connecting  cable. 

Outfits  for  18  mining  casemates  were  provided  to  supplement  those 
for  26  casemates  previously  provided  during  the  year  with  the  regular 
appropriation. 

Many  miscellaneous  supplies  accessory  to  the  larger  articles  mentioned 
were  obtained  and  distributed. 

As  a  rule,  cable,  anchors,  mine  cases,  search  lights,  engines,  and  trans- 
formers were  shipped  direct  from  factories,  but  other  articles  came  here 
either  for  test  or  distribution,  or  both. 

The  work  of  receiving  and  shipping  has  been  very  laborious.  It  has 
been  performed  by  enlisted  men  of  the  battalion  by  day  and  very  often 
well  into  the  night.  These  deserve  the  greater  credit,  as  this  duty  pre- 
vented them  from  accompanying  their  comrades  into  the  field. 

The  noncommissioned  officer  in  immediate  charge  of  the  property  of 
the  depot,  Sergt.  Charles  M.  Beer,  Company  B,  Battalion  of  Engineers, 
merits  special  mention  for  performing  his  duties  with  fidelity,  accuracy, 
and  unflagging  zeal,  without  regard  for  hours  or  days. 

TOBPEDO  EXPEBIMENTS. 

These  were  carried  on  by  Capt.  William  C.  Langfitt,  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  in  connection  with  his  duties  as  member  of  the  Torpedo 
Board,  and  resulted  in  that  officer's  developing  many  improvements  on 
the  system  of  minedefense  previously  adopted. 

The  Board  on  Torpedo  System  was  instructed,  July  11, 1896,  to  pur- 
chase and  test  a  torpedo  of  the  design  of  Lieutenant  Halpine,  United 
States  Navy  (retired),  and  submit  report  thereon. 

A  torpedo  was  landed  here  by  Lieutenant  Halpine,  AprU  22, 1898,  but 
on  July  12, 1898,  a  request  was  received  that  the  torpedo  might  be  stored 
at  inventor's  risk  at  present,  until  he  can  communicate  with  the  Board 
of  Ordnance  and  Fortification  as  to  new  specifications, 

STATEMENT  OP  FUNDS. 

I.  Engineer  Depot  at  Willets  Pointy  J\r.  Y. — Congress  appropriated  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898: 

1.  For  iucidental  expenses  of  depot  (incidentals) $5,  ODD.  00 

2.  For  purchase  of  materials  for  use  of  United  States  Engiueer  School  and 

instruction  of  engineer  troops  (materials) 1, 500. 00 

3.  For  purchase  and  repair  of  instruments  (instruments) 8, 000. 00 

4.  For  library  of  the  united  States  Engineer  School — For  purchase  and 

binding  of  professional  works  of  recent  date  treating  of  military 

and  eivil  engineering  (library) 600.00 

Total 10,000.00 


APPENDIX  2 POST  OF  WILLETS  POINT,  ETC.       573 

Of  this,  tbere  has  been  expended  and  pledged: 

1.  For  iaoidental  expenses  of  depot  (incidentals) $4, 397. 82 

2.  For  purchase  of  materials  for  ii9e  of  United  States  Engineer  School  and 

instruction  of  engineer  troops  (materials) 1,108.55 

3.  For  purchase  and  repair  of  instruments  (instruments) 2, 968. 46 

4.  For  library  of  the  United  States  Engineer  School — For  purchase  and 

binding  of  professional  works  of  recent  date  treating  of  military 

and  civil  engineering  (library) 383.14 

Total 8,857.97 

Balance  unexpended,  to  be  turned  into  the  Treasury 1, 142. 03 

II.  Torpedoes  for  Harbor  Defense. — ^The  following  allotments  from  the 
above  appropriation  were  made  from  time  to  time,  and  are  available 
antil  expended : 

1.  Act  August  18, 1890,  for  torpedo  experiments  and  instruction  of  engineer 

troops  in  submarine  mining — 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $3,062.24 

June  SO,  189^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year $1, 860. 84 

February  16, 1898,  withdrawn 100.00 

1, 960. 84 

July  1,  1898,  balanee  unexpended 1,091.40 

July  1,  1898,  onUtonding  liabilities 26.54 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,064.86 

2.  Act  June  6,  1896,  for  purchase  of  submarine  mining  materials  and 

necessary  appliances— 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended 5,749.23 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5, 735. 12 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 14. 11 

July  1,1898,  outstanding  liabilities 1.37 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 12.74 

8.  Act  March  3, 1897,  for  purchase  of  submarine  mining  materials,  etc., 
as  recommended  by  the  Board  on  Existing  Torpedo  System — 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended 75,000.00 

June  30,  IS9S,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 68, 016. 26 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 6,983.74 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 4,459.27 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 2,524.47 

III.  *^ National  Defense^  act  of  March  P,  1898. — Under  the  above  act 
the  following  allotments  were  assigned  to  me  by  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers, United  States  Array,  for  the  purchase  of  torpedo  material  and 
for  materials  for  equipment  of  engineer  troops,  under  item  1,  Army 
Begulations,  566 : 

A,  Far  Torpedo  Defen$e, 

1.  March  18, 1898,  for  submarine  cable $119,000.00 

Aprils,  1898,  for  submarine  cable 219,000.00 

$338, 000. 00 

June  30, 1896,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 334, 945. 13 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 3,064.87 

July  1.  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 3^032.55 

July  1, 1898^  balance  available 22.32 
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2.  March  18,  1898,  for  casemate  oatfits  and  operating  apparatus $29,000.00 

June  30,  18^,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 13, 598. 95 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 15,401.05 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 15,401.05 

3.  March  18,  1898,  for  circuit  closers,  circuit  regulators,  and  plugs  for 

1,500  torpedoes 27,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 21, 972. 25 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 5,027.75 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 5,027.75 

4.  March  18, 1898,  for  electric  search  lights  with  power  installations 50, 000. 00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 38, 195. 00 

July  1, 1898. balance  unexpended 11,805.00 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 11,750.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 55.00 

6.  April  5, 1898,  for  circuit  closers  and  regulators 20, 000. 00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 20, 000.  (X) 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 19,952.50 

July  1, 1898, balance  available 47.50 

6.  April  5, 1898,  for  compound  plugs 40,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 40, 000.00 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 6,272.25 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 33,727.75 

•  l-  I- ""  ' 

7.  April  5, 1898,  for  casemate  outfits,  oi>eratiug  apparatus,  etc 21, 000. 00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 19, 016. 80 

July  1, 1898, balance  unexpended 1,983,20 

July  1, 1898, outstanding  liabilities 1,983.20 

8.  Aprils,  1898,  for  search-light  outfits  complete 275,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 275,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 185, 031.46 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 89,968.54 

9.  April  5, 1898,  for  submarine  mines 200,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 96, 673. 00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 103,327.00 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 100,587.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 2,740.00 

10.  April  5, 1898,  for  cable  and  other  apparatus  for  new  mine 170, 000. 00 

May  12, 1898,  withdrawn $10,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 54, 012. 24 

64,012.24 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 105,987.76 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 105,987.76 

11.  May  27. 1898,  for  explosives . 3,426.80 

June  13, 1898,  withdrawn $0.80 

June  30;  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3, 426. 00 

8,426.80 
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B,  Far  Equipment  of  Engineer  Troopa. 

12.  May  12. 1898,  for  repairing  and  completing  ponton  train $10, 000. 00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 1, 966. 81 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 8,033.19 

July  1, 1898,  outatanding  liabilities 8,033.19 

13.  May  12, 1898,  for  nine  Bertbon  folding  ponton  boats 1, 000. 00 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  outatanding  liabilities 837.02 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 162.98 

14.  May  12,  1898,  for  tools  and  instruments  to  equip  Battalion  of  Engi- 

neers for  field  duty 3,000.00 

Jnue  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 567. 81 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2,432.19 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 2,432.19 

SUMMARY  OP  ALLOTMENTS  FROM  APPROPRIATION    FOR   **  NATIONAL  DEFENSE." 

A.  For  Torpedo  Defense. 

Total  of  allotments $1,173,426.80 

Total  of  expenditures  to  June  30, 1898 $581,839.37 

Amounts  withdrawn 10,000.80 

591, 840. 17 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 581,586.63 

July  1, 1898, outstanding  liabilities 455,025.52 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 126,561.11 

B.  For  Equipment  of  Engineer  Troops, 

Total  of  allotments 14,000.00 

Totalofexpenditure  to  June30, 1898 2,534.62 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 11,465.38 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 11,302.40 

July  1, 1898, balance  available 162.98 

IV,  "  Torpedoes  for  Harbor  Defense,,  January  1,  1899  "  {act  of  May  4^ 
1898). — From  the  deficiency  appropriation  act  approved  May  4, 1898,  tue 
following  allotment  was  assigned  to  me  for  disbursement,  to  enable  me 
to  settle  accounts  for  cable  and  other  submarine  mining  material  as 
may  be  referred  to  me  by  district  officers: 

May  14, 1898,  amount  allotted $25,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 23, 461. 70 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 1,538.30 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 304.59 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,233.71 

V.  *'  Equipment  of  Engineer  Troops^  January  i,  1899  "  (act  of  May  4, 
1898), — From  the  deficiency  appropriation  act  approved  May  4, 1898, 
the  following  allotments  were  assigned  to  me  for  disbursement,  to  pro- 
cure ponton  boats  and  materials,  instruments,  and  intrenching  and 
8api>er8'  and  miners'  tools,  as  follows: 

1.  May  18, 1898,  for  ponton  boats  and  materials $12,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 12,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  Uabiiities 12,000.00 
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2.  May  18,  1898,  for  instrnments $10,000.00 

Jane  30,  1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 3, 394. 78 

Jaly  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 6,005.23 

July  1,1898,  oatstanding  liabilities 6,605.22 

3.  May  18, 1898,  for  intrenching  and  sappers'  and  miners'  tools 23, 000. 00 

Jane  30,  1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 288. 94 

Jnly  1,  1898,  balance  anexpended 22,711.06 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 22,711.06 

NEW  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  following  items  have  been  appropriated  for  the  Engineer  Depot 
at  Willets  Point,  N.  Y.,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899,  by  the 
act  approved  March  15, 1898: 

1.  For  incidental  expenses  of  depot  (incidentals) $5, 000. 00 

2.  For  purchase  of  materials  for  nse  of  United  States  Engineer  Sobool  and 

for  instraction  of  engineer  troops  (materials) 1, 500.  (X) 

3.  For  purchase  and  repair  of  instr nmen  ts  ( instrnmen ts) 3, 000. 00 

4.  For  Library  of  United  States  Engineer  School :  For  purchase  and  bind- 

ing of  professional  works  of  recent  date,  treating  of  military  and 

civil  engineering  (library) 500.00 

5.  For  constraction  of  fireproof  instrament-repair  shop S,  (XK).  00 

6.  For  completion  of  reserve  train  of  bridge  equipage  now  in  store  at 

WiUets  Point 18,000.00 

Total 36,000.00 


# 


I 


ESTIMATES. 


I.  There  will  be  required  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900,  the 
following  for  the  Engineer  Depot  at  Willets  Point,  N.  Y. : 

1.  For  incidental  expenses  of  the  depot,  inclading  fuel,  lights,  chemicals, 

stationery,  hardware;  extra-duty  pay  to  soldiers  necessarily  em- 
ployed for  periods  not  less  than  ten  days  as  artificers  on  work  in 
addition  to  and  not  strictly  in  the  line  of  their  military  duties,  snch 
as  carpenters,  blaoksmiths,  draftsmen,  printers,  lithographers,  pho- 
tographers, engine  drivers,  teamsters,  wheelwrights,  masons,  ma- 
chinists, painters,  overseers,  laborers;  repairs  of,  and  for  materials  to 
repair,  public  buildings  and  machinery,  and  anforese«^n  expenses  ...    $S,  000. 00 

2.  For  the  purchase  of  materials  for  use  of  United  States  Engineer  School 

and  for  instruction  of  Engineer  Troops  at  Willets  Point  in  their 
special  duties  as  sappers  and  miners:  tor  land  and  submarine  mines, 
pontoniers,  torpedo  arill,  and  signaling 1,500.00 

3.  For  purchase  and  repair  of  instruments,  to  be  issued  to  officers  of  the 

Corps  of  Engineers  and  to  officers  detailed  and  on  duty  as  acting 

engineer  officers,  for  use  on  public  works  and  surveys 3, 000. 00 

4.  For  library  of  the  United  States  Engineer  School :  For  pnrehase  and 

binding  of  professional  works  of  recent  date,  treating  of  military 

and  civil  engineering  and  kindred  scientific  subjects 500. 00 

Total 10,000.00 

IL  There  will  be  required  for  the  investigation  of  points  still  unset- 
tled in  the  submarine  service  and  for  the  purchase  of  such  materials  as 
are  necessary  therefor  the  following: 

1.  For  continuing  torpedo  experiments  at  Willets  Point,  N.  Y $5,000. 00 

This  appropriation  to  be  available  until  expended. 

Bemark  under  Paragraph  II,  item  1. — No  appropriation  for  this  pur- 
pose haft  been  made  since  August  18, 1890,  when  the  sum  of  t30,000 
was  appropriated  jointly  for  torpedo  experiments  and  instruction  for 
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engineer  troops  in  submarine  mining.  Of  this  appropriation  bat 
tl,064.86  remains  available  July  1^  1898,  and  will  be  e^j^^nded  before 
another  appropriation  is  made. 

ABSTRACTS  OF  PROPOSALS. 

1.  FarfumisKing  SO  miUa  iingle-conducior  cable  and  9  miles  seven-eore  oable,opeMd  Juhf 
6,  1897,  by  Maj.  John  G,  D,  Knight,  Carpa  of  Engineers,  U.  8,  A.,  at  WilleU  Foinif 


No. 


1 

2 
8 

4 


Name  and  addreM  of  bidder. 


SafetT  Inanlated  Wins  and  Cable  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Simplex  Electrical  Co.,  Boston,  MaAs 

Bishop  Gntta-Peroha  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y 

Western  Bleetrlo  Co.,  New  York,  N.Y 


Price  per 

mile  for 

aingle. 


$403.60 
425.00 
422.00 
649.44 


Price  per 

mile  tor 

seven-core. 


$1,423.50 
1,584.00 
1,925.38 
2^581.82 


Total  of  bid. 


$24,016.50 
27,006.00 
20,088.42 
42,720.48 


The  oontraot  was  awarded  to  the  Safety  Insulated  Wire  and  Cable  Company. 

« 

2.  For  furnishing  26  rotary  transformerSf  oompUte,  ufith  all  accessories,  opened  September 
7,  1897,  by  Maj.  John  Q.  D,  Knight,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  8,  A,,  at  WilleU  Point, 
N.  Y. 


Ho. 


1 
2 
8 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


Wagner  Slectrio  Mannfaetaring  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Western  "Electrio  Co.,  New  York,  N.Y 

Manhattan  Supply  Co.,  New  York,  N.Y 


Price  for 
one. 


$152.52 

200.00 
208.00 


Total  of 
bid. 


$8,965.62 
6,200.00 
5,408.00 


The  contract  was  awarded  to  the  Wagner  Electric  Manafacturing  Company. 

3.  For  furnishing  26  oil  engines,  each  4  H,  F.,  complete,  with  link  belts  and  atl  acceS' 
series,  opened  September  7, 1897,  by  Maj,  John  G,  D.  Knight,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U,  8,  A,, 
at  Willets  Point,  N.  Y. 


No. 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


De  La  Yergne  Refrigerating  Machine  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y. : 

On  order  for  12 

On  order  for  20 

On  order  for  30 

Shone  Company,  Chicago,  HI. : 

On  order  for  12 

On  order  for  20 

On  order  for  any  number  over  20 


Price  for 
one. 


$696.00 
666.00 
636.00 

425.00 
ilO.OO 
400.00 


Total  of 
bid.- 


$17,316.00 
for  26. 


) 


10,400.00 
for  26. 


The  contract  was  awarded  to  the  De  La  Yergne  Refrigerating  Machine  Company. 

4.  Far  furnishing  26  electric  storage  batteries,  complete,  with  all  accessories,  opened  Sep- 
tember 7,  1897,  by  Maj,  John  G,  D,  Knight,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  8.  A.,  at  WilleU 
Point,  N.  Y. 


Ko. 


1 

2 
8 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


Price  for 
one. 


Total  of 
bid. 


Western  Electric  Co.,  New  York.  N.  Y 

Bleetrio  Stora^re  Battery  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa 
Manhattan  Supply  Co.,  New  York,  N.Y 


$284.00 
284.00 
291.00 


$7,884.00 
7, 384. 00 
7,566.00 


The  contract  was  awarded  to  the  Electric  Storage  Battery  Company. 

.    KNa  98—37 
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5.  JPbr  furnishing  £8  iwitoh  hoards  (power  hoards)^  complete,  with  all  aocessorieSf  opened 
November  g6, 1897,  hy  Maj,  John  S.  D,  Knight,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  8,  A.,  at  Jrillets 
Point,  N.  Y. 


No. 


1 
2 
8 

4 
6 


Name  and  addrecB  of  bidder. 


Foote,  Plenon  &  Co.,  New  York,  N.Y 

Wagner  Electric  Mannfactaring  Co.,  St.  Lonis,  Mo — 
General  Incandeecent  Arc  Light  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Western  Electric  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y 

Frederick  Pearoe,  New  York,  N.  Y. : 

Birch  wood 

Oak  wood 

Cherry  wood 


Price  for 
one. 


$368.00 
325.55 
853.93 
245.28 

204.29 
267.86 
271.43 


Total  of 
bid. 


$10,304.00 
9,115.40 
9,910.00 
6.867.84 

7,400.00 
7,500.00 
7,000.00 


The  contract  was  awarded  to  the  Western  Electric  Company. 


6.  For  furnishing  46  operating  boxes,  complete,  with  all  accessories,  opened  January  SI,  1898, 
Maj,  John  G.  D,  Knight,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U,  S,  A,,  at  JVillets  Point,  N,  Y, 


No. 


1 
2 
8 

4 
6 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


Wagner  Electric  MaTiiifacturing  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo 

Foote.  Pierson  A,  Co.,  New  York,  N.Y 

Frederick  Pearoe.  New  York,  N.  Y 

Ward  Electric  Sapply  and  Construction  Co.,  New  York,  N.Y. 
Western  Electric  Co.,  New  York,  N.Y 


Price  for 
one. 


$63.00 
28.20 
38.50 
57.00 
47.50 


Total  of 
bid. 


$2,898.00 
1,297.20 
1,771.00 
2,022.00 
2,186.00 


The  contract  waa  awarded  to  Messrs.  Foote,  Pierson  &  Co. 
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LETTEB  OF  BBIG.  GEN.  OEOBGE  L.  GILLESPIE,  UNXTED  STATES  YOL- 
UNTEEB8,  COLONEL,  COBPS  OF  ENGINEEBS,  COMMANDING  DEPABTMENT 
OF  THE  EAST,  UPON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  FOBTBESS  COMMANDEB. 


HBADQTJABTBBS  DEPABTMENT  OF  THE  EAST, 

Oovemars  Island^  New  York  City^  August  2j  1898, 

Gbnbbal:  I  have  had  under  consideration  the  subject  of  fortress 
commander,  which  you  presented  to  me  some  days  ago,  but  I  do  not 
know  that  I  have  much  to  add  to  the  information  now  in  your  pos- 
session. 

The  natural  chain  of  command  for  every  division  of  the  territory  to 
be  defended,  including  the  coast  line,  is  (1)  general  commanding  mili- 
tary division;  (2)  fortress  commander;  (3)  district  commander;  (4)  fire 
commander. 

Each  military  division  may,  and  usually  wiU,  comprise  several  har- 
bors, each  of  which  will  require  fortress,  district,  and  fire  commanders. 
We  are  not  coucerned  now  with  the  division  commander  further  than 
to  state  that  every  officer,  soldier,  and  instrument  of  war,  serving  or 
employed  in  his  division,  shall  be  under  his  orders  and  control. 

He  may  be  of  any  arm  of  the  service  entitled  to  command,  and  his 
staff  should  be  represented  by  at  least  one  able  officer  taken  from  the 
engineers,  ordnance,  artillery,  infantry,  and  signal  corps,  respectively. 

FOBTBESS  COMMANDEB. 

It  is  impossible  to  define,  in  exact  terms,  the  limits  of  a  fortress 
commander's  duty,  which  are  determined  by  the  special  conditions  of 
each  locality.  In  general,  he  should  control  the  fire  of  all  the  guns, 
wherever  placed,  which  cover  the  land  and  water  areas  within  the  field 
of  his  command  as  well  as  all  artificial  obstructions  placed  in  the  chan- 
nels! He  should  also  command  all  the  troops  of  every  description 
comprising  the  defense  of  his  harbor.  The  guns  may  be  contained  in 
a  series  of  detached  batteries  in  the  same  vicinity,  or  they  may  be  in 
detached  batteries  located  on  opposite  banks  of  a  water  course,  and 
connected^  in  a  military  sense,  by  telegraphic,  telephonic,  or  signal 
systems. 

To  understand  the  meaning  of  range  of  guns,  as  generally  used  in 
this  connection,  the  object  of  the  fire  must  be  known.  If  effective  i>ene- 
tration  of  thick  armor  be  meant,  it  does  not  exceed  2  miles  for  the 
largest  calibers;  if  penetration' of  deck,  the  distance  may  be  extended 
to  IO,0(M)  yards,  and  over;  if  bombardment,  it  may  reach  14,000  yards. 
Generally  speaking,  it  will  not  exceed  10,000  yards. 

The  fortress  commander  should  be  an  officer  of  artillery  whose  rank 
is  proportionate  to  the  importance  of  his  command,  and  he  shonld  have 
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an  adequate  staff,  including  officers  of  engineers,  ordnance,  artillery, 
and  signal  corps.  At  each  fortified  locality  there  should  be  officers  of 
artillery  and  engineers  to  perfect  and  carry  out  the  plans  for  fire  and 
mine  control,  chief  of  whom  is  the  district  commander,  an  officer  of 
artillery,  who  arranges  the  method  of  fire  control  and  transmits  the 
necessary  orders  to  the  fire  commanders,  who  in  turn  transmit  orders 
for  fire  direction  to  battery  commanders,  and  so  on,  to  the  lowest  unit 
of  command. 

The  Garrison  Artillery  Drill  of  the  English  service,  an  adopted  guide 
in  this  matter,  and  the  Drill  Eegulations  for  Coast  Defense,  United 
States,  define  in  great  detail  how  the  fire  is  controlled,  directed,  and 
executed. 

What  you  desire,  I  understand,  is  my  opinion  relative  to  the  division 
and  distribution  of  command  in  the  defense  of  such  a  harbor  as  New 
York. 

This  harbor  is  so  situated  as  to  illustrate  in  an  excellent  way  many, 
if  not  all,  the  problems  of  command  usually  arising,  owing  to  its  two 
entrances  and  the  distinctive  features  which  each  posses^ses. 

The  harbor  has  two  approaches — the  southern,  by  way  of  Sandy 
Hook,  and  the  eastern,  by  way  of  Long  Island  Sound. 

The  fortress  commander  should  have  his  station  at  a  convenient  and 
central  point  in  New  York  City,  or  at  the  principal  fort  on  the  southern 
entrance,  should  that  be  the  main  line  of  attack  by  the  enemy. 

SOUTHERN  ENTRANCE. 

1.  N'arrows. — At  the  Narrows,  which  is  on  the  main  line  of  modem 
defense  at  the  southern  entrance,  we  have  an  arm  of  the  sea  5  miles 
long  and  1  mile  wide,  defended  by  batteries  on  either  shore,  with  pro- 
vision for  mine  defense.  The  water  area  for  the  enemy's  development, 
with  a  frontage  of  three  battle  ships,  extends  for  over  3  miles  seaward 
of  the  fortified  line,  and  the  shore  batteries  are  so  located  that  they  can 
not  be  enfiladed  or  reached  by  reverse  fire  except  when  the  line  is  forced 
and  the  enemy  takes  up  positions  in  the  inner  harbor.  As  the  high- 
power  guns  on  the  defensive  line  will  eventually  represent  every  adopted 
caliber,  including  the  rapid-fire  types,  every  gun  of  the  locality  should 
be  controlled  by  a  single  mind,  that  the  full  power  of  the  position  may 
be  judiciously  used.  I  am  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the  fire  of  the 
Narrows  should  be  controlled  by  a  single  commander,  called  the  district 
commander,  stationed  at  Fort  Waolsworth,  or  one  of  its  dependencies, 
the  officer  next  in  rank  being  stationed  at  Fort  Hamilton,  who,  as  fire 
commander  of  that  fort,  shall  be  in  close  connection  with  his  senior  and 
be  kept  fully  informed  of  all  his  plans,  so  that  in  case  of  accident  he 
may  assume  the  superior  command  with  confidence  and  efficiency.  The 
officer  second  in  rank  at  Fort  Wadsworth  will  be  the  fire  commander 
for  that  locality. 

2.  Sandy  Hook. — Sandy  Hook  is  a  long  and  narrow  sand  spit  extend- 
ing into  the  ocean  from  the  New  Jersey  shore,  affording  a  wide  envel- 
opment of  the  enemy  at  a  distance  of  3^  mile-s  and  a  corresponding 
long  line  of  defense  not  easily  enfiladed  from  the  sea. 

The  bar  at  the  main  entrance  in  Gedneys  Channel  is  3  miles  from  the 
line  of  defense,  and  the  available  area  for  ship  development  inside  the 
bar  will  be  limited  to  two  battle  ships  in  line,  with  a  few  lighterdiafb 
ships  ranged  on  the  shoals.  «  «  «  The  main  channel  from  the  bar 
through  the  Lower  Bay  toward  the  city  passes  close  under  the  guns  at 
the  Hook*    The  true  object  of  the  defenses  on  this  advanced  point  is 
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to  prohibit  the  use  of  the  deep  and  quiet  waters  of  Sandy  Hook  Bay 
by  the  enemy  for  purposes  of  anchorage,  supply,  or  equipment.    • 

As  Sandy  Hook  is  10  miles  distant  from  the  Narrows  and  beyond  the 
supporting  distance  of  its  batteries,  its  series  of  batteries#8hould  have 
a  separate  district  commander,  subordinate  to  the  one  at  the  Narrows. 
The  defenses  will  be  guided  by  the  same  principles  outlined  for  the 
Narrows — the  officer  second  in  command,  while  directing  the  fire  under 
the  command  of  the  district  commander,  will  be  given  full  information 
regarding  the  plans  for  the  defense  of  the  locality.  Large  discretion 
must  be  given  to  the  district  commander  at  the  Hook  in  his  defense 
after  the  first  stages  of  the  action. 

EASTERN  ENTRANOB. 

1.  Fart  Schuyler-Fort  Totten. — The  water  area  to  be  defended  on  this 
line  is  a  wide  estuary,  extending  from  Throgs  Neck  5  to  6  miles  east- 
ward to  the  western  entrance  to  Long  Island  Sound  at  Sands  Point. 

The  main  defenses  are  located  at  the  gorge  at  Fort  Schuyler,  with 
ardvanced  posts  at  Fort  Slocum,  Sands  Point,  and  Hewletts  Point. 

The  water  in  the  channel  everywhere  is  deeper  than  the  probable 
requirements  of  any  battle  ship,  but  the  area  for  ship  development  is 
circumscribed.  The  enemy  will  probably  attempt  to  force  the  passage 
of  the  outer  positions  and  take  up  a  development  only  in  front  of  Fort 
Schuyler. 

The  Fort  Schulyer-Fort  Totten  line  on  the  approach  from  Long 
Island  Sound  corresponds  to  the  Narrows  on  the  southern  entrance. 
It  should  have  its  fire  controlled  by  a  single  district  commander  at 
Fort  Totten,  assisted  by  an  able  officer  second  in  command,  stationed 
at  Fort  Schuyler,  competent  to  exercise  superior  command  in  case  of 
necessity. 

2.  Fort  Slocum. — This  fort,  supported  by  the  distant  fire  from  the 
Schuyler-Totten  line,  distant  5  miles,  will  delay  the  enemy's  operations 
at  the  western  end  of  the  Sound  and  prevent  his  taking  up  an  anchorage 
from  which  to  bombard  the  city.  In  this  latter  work  it  will  be  greatly 
assisted  by  the  mortar  batteries  proposed  to  be  erected  upon  Sands 
Point  and  Hewletts  Point,  whose  rapid-fire  armaments  will  also  sweep 
the  approaches  and  make  their  use  difficult  by  swift  cruisers  or  torpedo 
boats.  It  should  have  a  fire  commander,  subordinate  to  the  district 
commander  at  Fort  Totten,  to  whom  large  discretion  wiU  be  given  after 
attack  has  begun. 

Each  of  the  isolated  batteries  at  Sands  Point  and  Hewletts  Point 
should  have  a  separate  fire  commander  under  the  orders  of  the  district 
commander  at  Fort  Totten,  with  whom  they  should  have  protected  tele- 
graphic connection. 

In  conclusion :  The  plan  here  outlined  contemplates  for  New  York 
Harbor  one  fortress  commander  stationed  at  a  central  point,  who  shall 
have  entire  control  of  the  defense  of  the  harbor  along  both  entrances, 
subject  to  the  general  commanding  the  land  forces  of  the  military  divi- 
sion. There  will  be  three  district  commanders — one  at  Fort  Hancock, 
one  at  Fort  Wadsworth,  and  one  at  Fort  Totten.  The  fire  commander 
at  the  several  posts  will  transmit  the  orders  of  the  district  commander 
for  fire  direction  to  the  several  batteries  under  his  charge,  and  will  be 
held  responsible  that  they  are  properly  executed. 

During  the  period  of  active  operations  of  defense,  when  a  unified 
command  is  imperative^  engineer  officers  on  duty  in  the  harbor  will  be 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  fortress  commander  in  all  that  relates  to 
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general  measures  of  defense,  and  more  immediately  to  the  orders  of  the 
district  commanders  for  placing  and  maintaining  the  mines  or  other 
artificial  obstructions,  for  necessary  repairs  to  fortifications,  and  for  any 
engineer  service  which  the  emergencies  of  defense  may  require. 

Floating  batteries,  designed  to  operate  on  or  within  the  main  line  of 
defense,  should  naturally  be  controlled  by  the  fortress  commander;  but, 
since  they  are  placed  under  the  commander  of  the  Navy  by  our  present 
system  of  separate  command  on  land  and  water,  no  reference  is  made 
to  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  L.  Gillespie, 
CoUmelj  Corps  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  -4.., 

Brigadier- Oeneraly  U.  8.  Volunteers^ 
Commanding  Department  of  the  East 

Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A» 
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FOBTIFIOATIONS. 

FISCAL  TEAR  1897-98. 


4  A. 

COASTS  OF  MAINE  AND  NEW  HAMPSHIHE. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  Richard  L.  Hoxie,  Corps  of  Engineers;  assist- 
ant, Lieut.  George  P.  Howell,  Corps  of  Engineers;  Division  Engineer, 
Brig.  Gen.  George  L.  Gillespie,  IT.  S.  Yolanteers,  Colonel,  Corps  of 
Engineers. 

PENOBSCOT  BIYEB,  MAINE. 

The  condition  of  the  old  work  and  its  armament  is  unchanged  since 
the  date  of  the  Annual  Report  of  1896. 

A  project  for  the  defense  of  Penobscot  River,  submitted  by  The 
Board  of  Engineers  June  16, 1897,  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  June  25, 1897,  proposes  changes  in  the  position  of  certain  of  the 
platforms  for  old-style  armament  and  the  addition  of  modern  guns. 
No  estimate  of  the  cost  has  been  made. 

Minor  repairs  of  the  old  work  have  been  made  during  the  last  fiscal 
year,  but  appropriations  for  this  purpose  are  inadequate.  The  princi- 
pal work  done  has  been  a  partial  cleaning  of  the  old  armament  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  fiscal  year  1898.  The  fort  was  occupied  by  troops 
during  a  portion  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Money  statement 

Jvlyl,  1897,  balance  unexpended $501.86 

AUotted  since.. 150.00 

651.36 
Jnne  30|  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 21.74 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 629.62 

Jiriy  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabmties 105.53 

July  1, 1898,  balance  avaUable 524.09 

KENNEBEC  AlVEB,  MAINE. 

A  project  for  the  artillery  defense  of  Kennebec  River,  Maine,  sub- 
mitted by  The  Board  of  Engineers  May  21, 1897,  and  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  July  15, 1897,  proposes  for  thfit  purpose  a  modern 
armament,  to  be  located  at  the  site  of  the  existing  work,  which  is  to  be 
modified  to  meet  modem  requirements  as  to  cover.  No  estimate  of  cost 
has  been  made. 
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TSo  work  under  the  existing  project  has  been  authorized.  During  the 
fiscal  year  just  ended  temporary  wooden  platforms  for  15-inch  guns 
have  been  constructed,  and  the  carriages  and  guns  mounted.  A  con- 
crete emplacement  to  accommodate  one  8-inch  B.  L.  rifle  on  a  strength- 
ened barbette  carriage  for  15-inch  smoothbore  gun  was  in  process  of 
construction  on  the  flank  of  the  temporary  platforms  referred  to.  At 
the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  platform  and  breast-height  wall  had 
been  completed,  the  carriage  mounted,  and  the  magazine  nearly  fin- 
ished. The  greater  part  of  the  funds  for  the  work  was  allotted  from 
appropriation  for  ^<  National  Defense." 

This  post  has  been  garrisoned  during  the  latter  part  of  the  fiscal 
year. 

Money  statement. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $210.25 

Allotted  since 1,630.00 

1,840.25 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year . .'. 1, 746. 91 

Jnly  ly  1898,  balance  unexpended 93.34 

Jnly  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 45.00 

July  1,1898,  balance  available 48.34 

By  letter  dated  April  27, 1898,  the  Chief  of  Engineers  directed  the 
preparation  of  an  emplacement  for  one  8-inch  B.  L.  B.  gun  on  8trength- 
ened  barbette  carriage  for  15in(*.h  smoothbore  gun,  and  made  a  pro- 
visional allotment  of  $3,000  from  appropriation  for  <<  National  Defense," 
act  of  March  9,  1898. 

June  8, 1898,  an  allotment  of  $4,400  was  made  from  the  same  appro- 
priation to  complete  temporary  platforms  for  15-inch  guns,  the  cost  of 
which  had  been  partly  provided  for  by  an  allotment  from  appropria- 
tion "Preservation  and  Bepair  of  Fortifications." 

By  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  the  platforms  for  the  15-inch  guns 
had  been  completed,  about  one-eighth  of  the  sand  parapet  was  in  place, 
and  the  guns  and  carriages  were  mounted.  The  platform  and  breast- 
height  wall  for  the  8-inch  B.  L.  B.  gun  were  completed  and  carriage 
mounted  waiting  for  the  gun.  The  magazine  was  nearly  finished.  The 
15-inch  platforms  are  of  wood. 

m 

Money  statement. 

Amount  allotted  April  27  and  June  8,  1898 f7,400.00 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1, 151. 71 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended ' 6,248.29 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 4,297.13 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,95L16 

FOBT  aOBQES,  MAITO!. 

The  condition  of  this  old  work  and  its  armament  is  unchanged  since 
the  date  of  the  Annual  Beport  of  1896. 

A  storehouse  estimated  to  cost  $4,500,  for  the  storage  of  torpedo 
material,  was  in  progress  of  construction  during  the  year,  and  with  the 
exception  of  the  concrete  floor  is  practically  completed.  Minor  repairs 
of  the  old  work  have,  been  made  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  the  chief 
item  being  the  raking  out  and  refilling  of  the  joints  of  the  loafer  courses 
of  the  scarp  walls,  near  mean  low  tide,  from  which  the  mortar  had  been 
washed  by  the  sea  to  a  depth  varying  from  6  inches  to  2  feet  or  more. 
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Money  statemenU. 

TORPBDOBS  FOB  HABBOB  DBFBN8B. 

Allotmeiit  of  October  30, 1897 $4,500.00 

Jane  90, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 8,270.68 

• 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 1,229.32 

July  1, 1898,  ontotanding  Uabilitiea 100.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  ayaUable 1,129.82 

PBBSBRYATION  AND  REPAIB  OF  FOBTIFICATIOKS. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  anexi>ended 1368.00 

Allotted  since 50.00 

418. 60 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 71.00 

July  ly  1898,  balance  unexpended 847.60 

FOBT  PBEBLE,  MAINE. 

The  existing  project' for  the  artillery  defense  of  Portland  Harbor  con- 
templates the  use  of  the  old  work  and  its  armament,  and  since  Novem- 
ber 30, 1896,  work  has  been  in  progress  on  the  constmction  of  a  battery 
for  sixteen  12  inch  mortars.  During  nearly  the  entire  time  since  com- 
mencement work  has  been  carried  on  by  double  shifts,  giving  sixteen 
hours'  work  daily  with  as  large  a  force  as  can  be  employed  to  advantage. 
At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  practically  all  the  excavation  was  com- 
pleted, all  the  platforms  were  completed,  all  the  base  rings  set,  and  one 
racer  was  in  position.  The  concrete  work  of  one  of  the  magazines  was 
nearly  completed.  About  6,662  cubic  yards  of  concrete  had  been  put 
in  place  up  to  that  date.  The  details  of  quantities  of  work  were  given 
in  the  Annual  Beport  for  1897. 

The  construction  of  a  cable  tank  for  storage  of  submarine  cable  in 
connection  with  mining  defense  was  commenced  early  during  the  fiscal 
year,  and  the  tank  and  shed  covering  have  been  entirely  completed, 
except  the  painting  of  the  latter.  This  tank  is  47  feet  by  26  feet,  and 
has  a  capacity  of  thirty-six  drums,  the  actual  cost  of  the  tank  being 
t2,206.59  to  the  present  time. 

Under  the  head  of  *^  Preservation  and  Repair,"  a  small  amount  of 
work  was  done  during  the  year,  thQ  principal  item  being  a  new  roof  on 
the  engineer  storehouse. 

One  15-inch  S.  B.  platform  was  changed  from  high  traverse  to  low, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  work  was  in  progress  upon  two  more. 

Money  statements. 

OT7N  AND  MORTAR  BATTBRIB8. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $92,906.05 

AUotfeed  since 67,000.00 

169, 906. 05 
Jnne  30,1898,  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 102,205.29 

Jnlv  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended '. 57,700.76 

July  1,  IK  :,  outetanding liabilities $7,392.40 

Jnly  1,  I8Ub,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 15, 432. 40 

22,824.80 

jQlyl,  1898,  balance  available 84,875.08 
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TORPBDOKS  FOR  HARBOR  DKFKN8B. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  anezpended $3,200.00 

Jane  30, 1888,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year % 2, 206. 53 

Jaly  1, 1808,  balance  anezpended 993.47 

Jaly  1,  1898,  outetanding  liabilities 50.00 

Jaly  1,1898,  balance  ayailable 943.47 

PRSSBRVATION  AND  REPAIR  OF  FORTIFICATIONS. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  anezpended $1,554.47 

Jane  30, 18^,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 255.29 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  anezpended 1,299.18 

Jnly  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 100.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,199.18 

Abtiract  of  proposals  for  cement^  opened  March  SI,  1898. 


Na 
1 

s 

8 

4a 


6 
7 
8 


Bidder. 


New  York  and  Roaendale  Cement  Co., 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Standard  Silica    Cement  Co.,  New 
York,  N.  Y. 

Frank  H.  Sloan,  Baltimore,  Md 

The  Eelle.v  leland  Lime  and  Trans- 
port Co.j  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Manhattan  Cement  Co.,  New  York, 
N.  Y. 

Atlas  Cement  Co^  New  York,  N.  Y.. 

Charles  W.  Hall,  New  York,  N.  Y. . . . 

Lawrenoevllle  Cement  Co.,  New  York, 
N.Y. 


I  J;T.^m^!"  ^!S^^  3,000harT«l«natnralcement 
^S2r^(S',;;,unS!''       Price  per  100  pounds. 


52i  cents 

63|  cents. 
61  cents.. 


12. 30  per  barrel,  of 
376  pounds. 

56  cents 

64.4cents 


80  cents  per  barrel,  of  300 
pounds. 


93  cente  per  barrel,  of  300 
pounds. 


AmonnL 


92,400.00 

11,835.00 

12,037.20 
13,725.00 

13,800.00 

12,600.00 

14, 490. 00 

2,790.00 


aPrice  raised  to  65  cents  in  a  subsequent  letter. 


List  of  oontractSj  fiscal  year  1898. 

Name  of  contractor:   W.  G.  Nasb  (closed). 
Date  of  contract:  August  29,  1896. 
Date  of  approval :    September  16,  1896. 
Time  for  conunencement :  On  30  days'  notice. 
Time  for  completion :  As  may  be  required. 
Price  for  Portland  cement:  $2.05  per  barrel. 
Price  for  natural  cement :  85  cents  per  barrel. 

Name  of  contractor :  Frank  W.  Mason. 

Date  of  contract:  August  26,  1896. 

Date  of  approval:  September  1,  1896. 

Time  for  commencement :  On  notice  of  10  days. 

Time  for  completion :  As  required  by  the  engineer. 

Price  for  sand :  94  cents  per  cubic  yard. 

Name  of  contractor:  Atlas  Cement  Company. 

Date  of  contract:  April  26,  1898. 

Date  of  approval :  May  14,  1898. 

Time  for  commencement :  Within  20  days  of  date  of  order. 

Time  for  completion :  June  30,  1898. 

Price  for  Portland  cement :  56  cents  per  100  pounds. 

■ 

Name  of  contractor:  New  York  and  Rosendale  Cement  Company. 

Date  of  contract:  April  20,  1898. 

Date  of  approval:  April  29,  1898. 

Time  for  commencement:  Within  20  days  of  date  of  order. 

Time  for  completion :  June  30,  1898. 

Price  for  natural  cement,  26|  cents  per  100  pounds. 
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FOBT  SOAMMELy  MAINE. 

Minor  repairs  of  the  old  work,  inclndlDg  doors  of  magazines,  embra- 
sure shutters,  etc.,  have  been  made  during  the  last  fiscal  year.  The 
appropriations  for  this  purpose  are  inadequate. 

Two  15-inch  smoothbore  guns  and  carriages  were  mounted  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Money  statement. 

FBBaBRYATION  AKD  BBPAIB  OF  FOBTIVIOATION8. 

July  1,1897,  balance  nnezpended $617.84 

Allotted  Binoe 650.00 

1,067.34 
June  80, 1808,  amount  expended  dnrhig  fiscal  year 315.64 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  nnezpended 751.70 

July  1, 1898, outstanding  liabilities 160.00 

Jnly  1, 1896^  balance  available 601.70 

FOBT  McOLAIiY,  MAINE. 

The  condition  of  this  old  work  is  unchanged  since  the  date  of  the 
Annual  Report  for  1896.  The  only  work  of  importance  carried  on  dur- 
ing the  year  consisted  in  mounting  three  15-inch  guns  on  temporary 
wooden  platforms  during  the  latter  part  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Money  statement 

PBXSBBYATION  AND  RBPAIR  OF  FORTIFICATIONS. 

Jnly  1, 1897, balance  unexpended $111.96 

AUottedsinoe 1 2,400.00 

2, 511. 96 
Jnne  80, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,452.78 


Jnly  1, 1896,  balance  unexpended f 1,059.18 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabiUties 515.63 

July  1^  1898, balance  ayailable 548.66 

PORTLAND  HEAD,  MAINE. 

On  Battery  B  work  was  commenced  in  April,  1893,  and  is  completed, 
except  a  portion  of  the  ironwork,  trolleys,  etc.,  yet  to  go  in  place.  Both 
guns  are  monnted.  On  Battery  C  work  was  commenced  in  October, 
1894,  and  is  completed,  with  the  exception  of  a  portion  of  the  ironwork 
yet  to  be  pnt  in  place.  All  the  guns  are  mounted.  An  emplacement 
for  a  6  inch  rapid-fire  gnn  has  been  in  process  of  construction  under 
an  aUotment  J&om  appropriation  for  ^'Kational  Defense,"  for  which  a 
separate  report  is  submitted.  The  total  expenditures  on  Batteries  B 
and  0  have  peeii  $213,910.59.  The  total  estimated  cost  of  the  work  is 
$224^000. 
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Money  statement 

GUN  AND  MORTAR  BATTERIBS. 

July  1, 1897,  balanoe  nnexpended $39,617.68 

AUottedsinoe 21,000.00 

60, 617. 68 
Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 50, 528. 27 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 10,089.41 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 533.24 

July  If  1898,  balance  available 9,566.17 

LUi  of  contraets  in  foree  during  fiscal  year  1898m 

Name  of  contractor:  Coolidce  &  Wait. 

Date  of  contract :  August  26, 1896. 

Date  of  approval :  September  17,  1896. 

Time  for  commencement :  On  award  of  contract. 

Time  for  completion :  As  may  be  required. 

Price  per  barrel  for  Portland  cement :  $2.22. 

Name  of  contractor :  W.  C.  Nash. 

Dato  of  contract:  August  29,  1896. 

Date  of  approval :  September  16,  1896. . 

Time  for  commenceuient :  On  thirty  days'  notice. 

Time  for  completion :  As  may  be  required. 

Price  per  barrel  for  natural  cement :  98  cents. 

Name  of  contractor:  George  C.  Place. 

Date  of  contract :  August  26,  1896. 

Date  of  approval:  September  16,  1896. 

Time  for  commencement:  On  award  of  contract. 

Time  for  completion:  As  required  by  engineer. 

Price  per  cubic  yard  for  sand :  $1.20. 

By  letter  dated  April  25, 1898,  the  Chief  of  BogineerR  directed  the 
construction  of  one  emplacement  for  a  6-inch  rapid-fire  guu,  and  made 
a  provisional  allotment  of  $8,000  from  appropriation  for  ^^  National 
Defense."  The  work  was  commenced  during  May,  1898,  and  by  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  excavation  had  beeu  completed  and  225 
cubic  yards  of  concrete  had  been  put  in  place,  completing  the  platform, 
which  is  waiting  for  the  gun. 

Money  statement 

Amount  aUotted, April  25,  1898 $8,000.00 

June  SO,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 91. 98 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 7,908.02 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 1,860.66 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 6,047.36 

GBEAT  DIAMOND  ISLAND,  MAINB. 

Under  the  fortification  act  approved  May  7,  1898,  work  has  been 
authorized  upon  emplacements  for  two  12-inch  B.  L.  rifies  and  two  b-inch 
B.  L.  rifles,  and  plans  and  estimates  have  been  directed  to  be  submitted 
for  a  battery  mounting  eight  12  inch  mortars.  Work  on  emplacements 
for  six  8-inch  guns  and  on  temporary  platforms  for  two  8inch  converted 
rifles  has  been  in  progress  under  an  allotment  from  appropriation  for 
<<  National  Defense,"  of  which  a  separate  report  is  submitted.  Work  on 
the  two  12-inch  emplacements  has  been  in  progress  since  early  in  April| 
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1897,  under  a  contract  with  William  Morgan,  of  Trenton,  "S.  J.  At  the 
close  of  the  flscal  year  the  excavation  was  nearly  finished;  abont  2,908 
cable  yards  of  concrete  had  been  put  in  place  and  the  anchor  bolts  for 
one  platform  set.  An  artesian  well  had  been  completed,  a  pumping 
plant  established  and  housed,  a  substantial  stone  wharf  and  roadway 
leading  thereto  had  been  completed.  The  progress  made  under  the  con- 
tract for  these  emplacements  has  not  been  satisfactory,  and  on  July  7, 

1898,  the  contract  was  annulled.  The  work  will  be  finished  by  day- 
labor  and  the  purchase  of  material  in  open  markets 

Money  statement, 

QTJJX  AND  MORTAB  BATTEBIXS. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $72»512.88 

JoneSO,  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 27,676.29 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 44,836.09 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding UabilUieB $7,832.83 

July  1, 1888,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 35, 760. 66 

43,693.49 

July  1, 1896,  balance  available 1,242.60 

Liai  of  eontraots  in  force  during  fiscal  year  1898m 

Name  of  contractor:  William  Morgan.* 
Date  of  contract:  March  2,  1897. 
Date  of  approval:  March  16, 1897. 
Time  for  commenoenient:  April  1,  1897. 
^Time  for  completion :  June  30, 1898. 

J^ame  of  contractor:  T.  W.  Kinser  &  Sona.* 
Date  of  contract :  March  6, 1897. 
'^ate  of  approval :  March  24, 1897. 
ime  for  commencement:  April  1, 1897. 
le  for  completion:  May  1, 1898. 

March  18, 1898,  the  construction  of  six  emplacements  for  8- inch  guns 
on  disappearing  carriages  was  directed  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  an 
allotment  of  (150,000  being  made  at  the  same  time  from  the  emergCDcy 
appropriation  for  *^  National  Defense,''  act  of  March  9, 1898.  Detailed 
estimates  of  cost  for  this  work  have  not  yet  been  completed; 

There  was  allotted  June  28, 1898,  from  the  same  appropriation  the 
sum  of  (3,000  to  provide  temporary  platforms  to  mount  two  8inch  con- 
verted rifles  to  cover  the  mine  field. 

March  21, 1898,  work  was  commenced  at  the  site  of  the  batteries  for 
8-inch  disappearing  guns,  with  19  men,  which  had  been  increased  at 
the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  to  a  force  of  over  400,  and  work  was  carried 
on  by  double  shifts,  giving  sixteen  hours'  continuous  work  each  day. 
New  plant  has  been  purchased  and  established,  including  stone  crush- 
ers, hoisting  engines,  concrete  mixers,  temporary  buildings  providing 
ample  storage  for  cement,  carpenter  shop,  blacksmith  shop,  etc.,  and 
a  substantial  pile  wharf,  with  wooden  deck  41  feet  by  45  feet,  with  a 
depth  of  8  feet  at  mean  low  tide  at  its  face,  has  been  constructed;  an 
artesian  well  has  been  sunk  to  a  depth  of  216^  feet,  from  which  there 
flows  a  supply  of  good  water,  to  be  increased  by  pumping.  In  addition 
to  the  plant  obtained  by  purchase,  practically  all  the  old  plant  which  was 

*  For  details  and  prices  of  work  nnder  the  contract  see  abstract  of  bids  submitted 
with  Annual  Report  for  fiscal  year  1897.  Contract  with  T.  W.  ICinser  A,  Sons  com- 
pleted. 
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used  in  the  constraction  of  batteries  at  Portland  Head  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  this  work.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  abont  9,535  cnbio 
yards  of  rock  and  2,885  cubic  yaCrds  of  earth  had  been  excavated,  nearly 
completing  the  excavation  of  Battery  A.  A  supply  of  cement  and  sand 
had  been  brought  to  the  site  and  preparation  of  false  work  preliminary 
to  putting  in  concrete  had  been  commenced.  Contracts  have  been  mada 
for  the  cement  to  be  used  for  the  coDStruction  of  these  emplacements. 
The  temporary  platforms  for  the  8-inch  converted  rifieS|  with  maga- 
zine, have  been  copipleted  and  the  guns  are  mounted. 

Money  statements. 

FOR  EMPLACEMENTS  FOR  8-INGH  B.  L.  R.  OUNS. 

Amount  aUotted  March  18, 1898 $150,000.00 

JoneSOi  1898,  amooiit  expended  during  fiscal  year 22,928.80 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 127,071.20 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $29,495.33 

July  1,  1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 43, 350. 00 

72,785.33 

July  1,1898, balance ayailable 54,285.87 

EXPENDITURES. 

Battery  A $14,790.88 

Battery  B 6,037.30 

Battery  D 2,160.62 

FOR  TWO  8-INGH  CONVERTED  RIFLES. 

Amount  alloted  June  28, 1898 $3,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 3,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 1,845.61 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,154.39 

AbBtraot  of  proposals  for  furnishing  cement  March  SI,  1898. 


Ko. 

BiddeSB. 

15,000  barrels  Portland 
oement,  price. 

15,000  barrels  natural 
cement,  price. 

Amount 

New  York  and  Koeendale Cement  Co., 

New  York,  N.Y. 
Standard  Silica  Cement  Co.,    New 

York,  N.  Y. 
Atlas  Cement  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y. . . 

Frank  H.  Sloan,  Baltimore,  Md 

Lawrenceville  Cement  Co.,  New  York, 

N.Y. 

• 

80  cents  per  barrel,  of 
300  pounds. 

$12,000.00 

47f  cents  per  100 

pounds. 
$2.00  per  barrel,  of  876 

pounds. 
63^ cents  per  }00 

pounds. 

20,<HB.6O 
81, 3S0. 00 

30,098.75 

93  cents  per  barrel,  of 
300  pounds. 

13. 050. 00 

List  of  contracts  in  force  during  the  fiscal  year  1898m 

Name  of  contractor:  Atlas  Cement  Company. 

Date  of  contract:  April  18,  1898. 

Date  of  approval:  April  24, 1898. 

Time  for  commencement :  April  15, 1898. 

Time  for  completion :  November  1,  1898. 

Price  for  Portland  cement:  $2.09  per  barrel  of  375  pounds. 

Name  of  contractor :  New  York  and  Bosendale  Cement  Company. 

Date  of  contract:  April  19, 1898. 

Date  of  approval :  April  29, 1898. 

Time  for  commencement:  April  15. 1898. 

Time  for  completion:  November  30,  1898. 

Price  for  natural  cement:  26|  oento  per  100  pounda. 
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BAB  HABBOB,  ME. 

The  project  for  temporary  defense  of  Bar  Harbor  provides  for  two 
8-incli  converted  rifles  and  two  lO-inch  S.  B.  guns,  all  mounted  on 
temporary  wooden  platforms.  The  work  was  ordered  in  April,  1898, 
and  on  June  23, 1898,  an  allotment  of  $6,000  was  made*  from  appro- 
priation for  '^Kational  Defense."  The  consent  of  the  owners  of  the 
sites  was  secured,  the  materials  were  purchased  and  shipped,  and  the 
guns  and  carriages  were  delivered  at  Bar  Harbor  during  the  month  of 
May,  1898. 

Money  statement. 

Amoant  allotted  Jnne  28, 1898 $6,000.00 

Jnly  If  1898,  balance  unexpended 6,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  oiitstandmg liabilities 2,164.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 8^836.00 

PORTSMOUTH  HABBOB,  NBW  HAMPSHIBB. 

A  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  emplacements  for  the  8-inch 
guns  was  entered  into  December  30, 1896;  work  was  commenced  on  the 
14th  of  April,  1897,  and  has  been  in  operation  continuously  since, 
except  a  short  period  during  the  winter  months.  The  work  is  now 
nearly  compU^ted,  and  guns  are  mounted. 

Minor  repairs  have  been  made  to  the  buildings,  etc,  under  a  small 
allotmentfromappropriation^Treservationand  Repair  of  Fortifications.'' 

This  post  has  been  garrisoned  during  a  part  of  the  fiscal  year  1898. 

Money  statements. 

OUN  AKD  MOBTAB  BATTBBIES. 

Jnly  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $52,688.80 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 26,794.66 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 25,894.26 

Jnly  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $3,166.40 

July  1, 1888,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 22, 682. 04 

25,887.44 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 66.81 

TORPBDOBS  FOB  HABBOR  DBFBN8B. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $1,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 500. 00 

July  1,1898,  balance  available 600.00 

PBBSBBVATION  AND  BEPAIR  OF  FORTIFICATIONS. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexi)ended $823.00 

Allotted  since 800.00 

1, 123. 00 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 124.50 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 998.60 

Jnlyl,  1898,  x>utstanding  liabilities 10.00 

July  1,  1898^  balance  available 988.60 
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List  ofoontraeU  in  force  during  fiscal  year  1S98, 

Name  of  contractor :  The  Hartford  Paying  and  Construction  Company. 
Date  of  contract:  December  30, 1896. 
Date  of  approyal :  Febroary  1,  1897. 
Time  for  commencement:  April  15,  1897. 
Tiiue  for  completion:  Joly  81,  1898. 

For  details  and  prices  see  abstract  of  bids  submitted  with  Annual  Report  for  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1897. 

By  letter  dated  April  27, 1898,  the  Chief  of  Engineers  directed  the 
preparation  of  emplacements  for  two  8-inch  B.  L.  B.  gans  mounted  on 
strengthened  barbette  carriages  for  15-inch  smooth-bore  guns,  and 
made  a  provisional  allotment  of  (6,000  from  appropriation  ^^  National 
Defense."  It  was  decided  to  locate  these  guns  on  the  outer  line  of 
defense,  there  being  already  at  this  place  platforms  for  15-inch  S.  B. 
guns  of  the  latest  approved- type.  The  carriages  were  received  during 
the  month  of  June,  1898,  have  been  mounted  and  are  waiting  for  the 
guns,  but  have  not  yet  been  strengthened  to  receive  them.  The  guns 
will  be  mounted  when  received,  and  suitable  disposition  will  be  made 
for  the  service  of  ammunition. 

Money  statement 

Amount  allotted  April  27, 1898 $6,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 6,000.00 

TORPEDOES  FOR  HARBOR  DEFENSE. 

The  project  for  torpedo  defense  on  the  coasts  of  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  includes  Penobscot  and  Kennebec  rivers,  and  Portland 
Harbor,  Maine,  and  Portsmouth  Harbor,  New  Hampshire.  Allotments 
for  this  purpose  aggregating  $23,300  have  been  made  from  appropria- 
tion for  *^  National  Defense"  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  March  9, 
1898.  During  April,  1898,  mines  were  placed  in  three  channels  leading 
into  Portland  Harbor. 

Early  in  May  mines  were  placed  in  Portsmouth  Harbor,  and  in  the 
Kennebec  and  Penobscot  rivers.  The  operations  included  collection  of 
large  quantities  of  material,  hire  of  tug  boats,  lighters,  and  a  force  of 
boatmen.  The  active  force  engaged  on  this  work  included  also  an  engi- 
neer detachment  of  10  men  from  Willets  Point,  N.  Y.  Patrol  boats 
have  also  been  maintained  in  Portland  Harbor,  Kennebec  River,  and 
Penobscot  River,  Maine.  Besides  this,  six  mining  casemates  have  been 
equipped,  and  electricians  stationed  at  each. 

Money  statement 

Amonnts  allotted $23,300.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  dariug  fiscal  year 7, 593. 02 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 15,706.98 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 13, 558. 54 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available -  2,148.44 


4  B. 
BOSTON  HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Officer  in  charge,  Ool.  Samuel  M.  Mansfield,  Corps  of  Engineers; 
assistant,  Maj.  John  Stephen  Sewell,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Lieutenant, 
Corps  of  Engineers. 

JSmpUwements /or  five  10-inch  guns^  disappearing  cap^iages,  and/or  two 
4'inch  rapid-fire  guns. — ^The  present  ap^to\^  ^t^\^\»  ^Ms^wt^  thft  build- 
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ing  of  three  emplacements  for  lO-inch  guns.  In  addition,  the  building 
of  two  emplacements  for  10-inch  guns  and  two  emplacements  for  rapid- 
fire  guns  was  authorized  under  the  appropriation  for  ^^Kationid  Defense," 
act  of  March  9,  1898. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  remained,  to  complete  the  three 
10-inch  emplacements,  the  installation  of  an  electric-light  plant,  and  the 
providing  of  ammunition  service,  magazine  doors,  railing,  and  ladders. 

During  the  year  the  electric-light  plant  was  installed,  the  ammuni- 
tion service  nearly  completed,  materials  for  magazine  doors  and  for 
railing  advertised  for,  and  the  ladders  ordered. 

Three  10-inch  disappearing  guns  and  carriages  were  mounted. 

The  following  platforms  are  now  ready  for  their  armament:  Five 
modem  10-inch  rities,  disappearing  carriages  (two  constructed  under 
appropriation  for  '^  National  Defense,'^  act  of  March  9, 1898) ;  two  modern 
4-ijich  rapid-fire  guns  and  mounts  (Driggs-Schroeder). 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  available $14,296.70 

Expended  during  flecal  year 9,619.87 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available 4,676.83 

By  letters  of  March  18, 1898,  atid  April  23, 1898,  allotments  amount- 
ing to  $74,000  were  made  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  from  the  appro- 
priation for  "  National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898,  for  the  construc- 
tion of  two  10-inch  gun  emplacements,  and  by  letters  of  May  3,  1898, 
and  June  7, 1898,  allotments  amounting  to  (9,090  were  made  by  the 
Gfaief  of  Engineers,  from  the  same  appropriation,  for  the  construction 
of  two  emplacements  for  rapid-fire  guns. 

A  project  and  estimate  for  the  former  was  submitted  to  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  by  letter  dated  April  21,  1898,  and  for  the  latter  by  letter 
dated  June  3. 1898. 

Work  was  begun  on  the  two  10-inch  gun  emplacements  on  March  28, 
1898,  and  on  the  two  emplacements  for  rapid-fire  guns  on  May  17, 1898. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  about  three-fourths  of  all  excavation 
and  fill  had  been  completed  and  the  four  platforms  were  ready  for  their 
mounts.  The  rapid-fire  guns  and  mounts  are  on  hand  and  will  be 
placed  in  position  as  soon  as  possible. 

Work  is  to  be  continued  on  these  emplacements  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
and  it  is  expected  to  have  them  completed  by  the  end  of  September,  1898. 
.  The  amounts  and  dates  of  the  appropriations  for  this  work  were  as 
follows: 

March  18, 1898 $50,000 

April  23, 1898 24,000 

May  3, 1898 6,000 

June  7, 1898 3,090 

83,090 

Money  statement 

AUotted $83,090.00 

Expended  daring  fiscal  year 19,760.44 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  avaUable 63,329.56 

Emplacements  for  five  lO-inch  guns,  disappearing  carriages^  and  for  two 
4,7-inch  rapid-fire  guns. — At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  the  gun 
platforms  of  emplacements  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4  and  the  parapets  of 
emplacements  Nos.  1, 2,  and  3  were  completed^  the  excavation  for  para- 
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pet  walls  and  magazines  for  emplacement  No.  4  was  nearly  ready  for 
concreting,  and  the  excavation  for  emplacemeut  Ko.  5  was  partly  done. 

The  masonry  construction  for  loading  platforms  had  not  then  been 
begun. 

One  casemate  for  a  rapid-fire  gun  was  completed,  with  the  exception 
of  opening  the  port. 

Duriug  the  year  about  four-fifths  of  all  excavation  was  completed. 
Parapet  walls  of  emplacements  Nos.  1, 2,  and  3  were  finished,  that  of 
emplacement  No.  4  nearly  so,  and  that  of  No.  5  about  ouehaJf  done. 
The  loading  platform  of  No.  1  was  completed;  and  of  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  and 
5,  all  done  except  the  granolithic  finish. 

Two  emplacements  for  rapid  fire  guns,  authorized  to  be  constructed 
under  the  appropriation  for  '<  National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898, 
are  about  one-half  done. 

Ammunition-service  trolley  beams  were  placed  in  position  on  emplace- 
ments 1, 2,  and  3. 

An  electric-light  plant  of  25  kilowatts  capacity  was  installed  and 
service  magazines  were  wired  and  lighted;  a  permanent  structure  for 
this  plant  has  yet  to  be  built. 

A  cable  tank  was  constructed  and  is  now  completed,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  some  necessary  painting  and  the  installation  of  a  traveler  for 
handling  drums,  and  a  windmill  or  pump.  A  separate  report  is  sub- 
mitted for  this  work. 

A  new  wharf  was  built  on  the  site  of  the  old  one  on  the  north  side 
of  the  island.  It  extends  into  water  of  sufficient  depth  (12.5  feet  at 
mean  low  water)  to  accommodate  the  craft  delivering  materials  and 
supplies  to  the  fort. 

Five  10-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages  and  two  4.7-inch  Blswick 
rapid-fire  guns  were  mounted,  the  latter  under  the  appropriation  for 
"National  Defense.^ 

The  following  guns  are  on  hand:  Five  10-inch  rifies,  disappearing 
carriages,  all  mounted;  two  4.7-inch  Elswick  rapid-fire  guns,  aU 
mounted. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897.  balance  avaUable $178,528.20 

Expended  dnring  fiscal  year 88,520.86 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 90,007.84 

On  April  6  and  20,  1898,  allotments  aggregating  $14,740  were  made 
from  the  appropriation  for  '*  National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898,  to 
complete  two  emplacements  for  rapid-fire  guns. 

A  project  and  estimate  for  this  work  was  submitted  to  the  Depart- 
ment on  April  18, 1898. 

Excavation  was  begun  on  April  16, 1898,  and  the  mounting  of  the 
guns  on  their  finished  platforms  was  completed  on  May  16, 1898. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  the  excavation  was  practically  finished, 
and  about  one-half  of  all  concrete  work  was  completed. 

Work  is  to  be  continued  on  these  emplacements  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble, and  it  is  expected  to  have  them  completed  in  August,  1898. 

Money  statement. 

AUotted $14,740.00 

Expended  during  fiscal  year 3,186.03 

July  ly  1808,  balance  available 11,563.97 
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Mortar  battery  far  sixteen  134neh  mortars. — The  detailed  plans  of  this 
battery  were  approved  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  April  14, 1891. 

Operations  have  been  limited  to  the  construction  of  the  southwest 
battery,  and  funds  were  provided  to  build  it  and  to  mount  the  mortars. 

On  June  30, 1897,  this  battery  had  been  completed  and  had  been 
turned  over  to  the  commanding  officer,  Fort  Warren,  Mass.,  for  use  and 
care  by  the  troops  on  July  25, 1896,  in  accordance  with  provisions  of 
Army  Regulations,  1486,  under  authority  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of 
War,  dated  June  29, 1896. 

It  is  now  in  the  charge  of  an  artillery  garrison. 

In  October,  1897|  the  balance  of  funds  on  hand  was  transferred  to 
the  mortar  battery  for  eight  12-inch  mortars  and  the  work  dropped  by 
authority  of  the  Department. 

On  April  6, 1898,  an  allotment  of  $275  was  made  from  appropriation 
for  ^^Preservation  and  Bepair  of  Fortifications,"  for  repair  of  the  elec- 
tric-light plant. 

The  necessary  repairs  were  made  during  the  month  of  April,  1898. 

Money  statement. 

BXPAIR8  TO  KLBCTRIC  PLAIVT. 

Allotted  during  fifioal  year $275.00 

Expended  daring  fieoalyear 105.04 

Jolyl,  1S98,  balance  available 169.96 

On  June  14, 1898,  $500  was  allotted  from  the  appropriation  for  <<Gun 
and  Mortar  Batteries,"  for  the  purpose  of  easing  the  slopes  around  the 
mortar  carriages. 

Operations  were  commenced  in  June,  and  at  the  date  of  this  report 
the  alterations  are  in  progress. 

Money  statement. 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  available $500.00 

Three  empUtcements  for  IS-inch  rifles^  disappearing  carriages. — ^This 
work  was  authorized  on  March  18, 1898,  and  funds  allotted  therefor 
from  the  appropriation  for  ^'  National  Defense^"  act  of  March  9, 1898. 
A  preliminary  project  and  estimate  was  submitted  on  April  18, 1898. 

Construction  work  was  commenced  in  April,  1898,  and  at  the  date  of 
this  report  the  three  gun  platforms  are  completed  ready  for  mounting 
of  guns  and  carriages.  Excavation  for  the  site  and  rammed  earth 
embankment  have  been  completed  in  preparation  for  concrete  con- 
struction of  magazines  and  protective  works,  upon  which  nothing  has 
been  done. 

Money  statement. 

AUotted $151,680.00 

Expended  doring  flecal  year 11,888.04 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available 139, 791. 96 

Mortar  battery  for  eight  US-inch  mortars. — ^The  Oommon  wealth  of  Mas- 
sachusetts ceded  jurisdiction  over  the  site  to  the  National  Government 
by  act  approved  April  6, 1897. 

Plans  prepared  by  The  Board  of  Engineers,  dated  August  1, 1889, 
provided  for  a  battery  of  sixteen  12-inch  mortars  at  this  site. 

By  Department  letter  of  April  6, 1897,  plans  and  estimates  for  the 
oonstrnction  of  emplacements  for  eight  12-inch  mortars  were  called  for. 
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These  were  prepared  and  sabinitted  on  July  17, 1897,  and  an  allotment 
of  $108,000  was  made  July  22, 1897,  from  appropriation  for  <^Gan  and 
Mortar  Batteries,'^  act  of  March  3, 1897. 

The  working  drawings  and  specifications  were  finished  when,  in 
March,  1898,  the  purchase  of  the  land  was  finally  consummated. 

On  May  14, 1898,  bids  were  opened.  The  award  was  made  to  Yates 
&  Triest,  of  New  York,  the  lowest  bidders,  and  contract  was  entered 
into  on  June  9, 1898. 

Excavation  was  begun  on  June  15, 1898. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  the  work  of  excavation  was  well  under 
way,  the  erection  of  temporary  buildings  was  in  progress,  and  part  of 
the  wharf  material  had  been  received. 

Money  statement 

Allotted  daring  fiscal  year , $108,000.00 

Expended  daring  fiscal  year -. 100.00 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  available 107,900. 00 

Two  emplucements  for  12  inch  rifles j  nondisappearing  carriages, — 
Instructions  were  received  under  date  of  April  25,  1898,  to  construct 
two  emplacements  for  12-iuch  guns  on  barbette  carriages  with  funds 
allotted  from  the  appropriation  for  '<  National  Defense,"  act  of  March 
9, 1898. 

A  topographical  survey  of  the  site  was  immediately  begun  and  prep- 
arations made  of  preliminary  plans  and  estimates  with  a  view  to  vig- 
orous operations  in  the  field  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

By  the  1st  of  June  the  survey  of  the  site  was  finished  and  plotted, 
and  work  had  begun  on  the  plans  and  carried  so  far  as  to  permit  a 
beginning  of  work  of  excavation  on  the  site  before  the  close  of  the 
month.  Investigations  were  also  nearly  completed  for  supplies  of 
necessary  material  for  construction  and  means  of  delivery,  which 
involved  the  construction  of  a  spur  railroad  track  in  connection  with 
the  road  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  Com- 
pany, which  skirts  the  foot  of  the  bluff. 

Money  statement 

Allotted $80,000.00 

Expended  daring  fiscal  year 125.00 

Jalyl.  1898,  balance  available 79,875.00 

Range-finding  communications, — The  approved  project  was  to  estab- 
lish communications  for  range-finding  service. 

An  allotment  was  made  on  April  26, 1898,  of  $4,800  from  the  appro- 
priation for  ^^  National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898. 

Money  statement 

Allotted $4,800.00 

Expended  daring  fiscal  year 1,245.12 

Jaly  1,1898,  balance  available 3,554.88 

Storage  for  torpedo  material, — Under  instructions  of  the  Ohi€5f  of 
Engineers,  dated  August  14, 1896,  detailed  plans  and  estimated  cost  of 
a  cable  tank  for  use  in  submarine  mine  defense  of  Boston  Harbor  was 
submitted  on  Jannary  11, 1897. 

A  site  was  selected  for  this  structure,  and  provision  was  made  for  the 
wet  storage  of  all  cable  necessary  for  the  service,  as  planned  by  The 
Board  of  Engineers. 
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Under  date  of  May  20, 1897,  a  report  was  submitted,  with  a  list  of 
personuel  and  material .  required  to  execute  the  approved  project  for 
the  submarine-mine  defense  of  Boston  Harbor,  with  a  recommendation 
that  a  base  of  operations  be  established,  to  which  the  torpedo  material 
should  be  removed.  This  received  the  approval  of  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers, by  indorsement,  May  27, 1898. 

•On  January  13, 1897,  an  allotment  of  $4,300  was  made  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  cable  tank,  and  on  July  28, 1897,  one  of  $1,035  was  made 
for  the  removal  of  torpedo  material  to  the  place  selected  as  a  base  of 
operations. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  work  on  the  cable  tank  had  only 
just  begun. 

During  the  year  the  cable  tank  was  finished,  with  the  exception  of 
the  erection  of  a  windmill  or  pump  and  the  application  of  a  final  coat 
of  paint  to  the  shed.  All  torpedo  material  was  removed  and  cleaned 
and  stored. 

Money  statement, 

Jnly  1, 1897, bftlance  ayailable $4,258.96 

Allotted  since 1,035.00 

5,293.96 
Expended  daring  fiscal  year 3,289.71 

July  1, 1898,  balance  ayailable 2,004.25 

PurclMse  of  torpedo  material. — ^On  May  14,  1898,  an  allotment  was 
made  bv  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  firom  the  appropriation  for  <^ Torpedoes 
tor  Harbor  Defense,  January  1, 1899,"  act  of  March  4, 1898,  of  $25,000, 
for  tbe  purchase  of  additional  torpedo  material,  required  for  the  general 
submarine  mine  defense  of  Boston  Harbor,  and  to  be  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  cable. 

All  the  cable  was  purchased  during  the  fiscal  year. 

Money  statement. 

Allotted  during  fiscal  year $25,000.00 

Expended  during  fiscal  year :      6,047.76 

July  1, 1898,  balance  ayailable 18,952.24 

Planting  mines  (National  Defense). — The  approved  project  involves 
the  use  of  506  mines  of  all  kinds,  17  miles  of  multiple  cable,  54  miles 
of  single  conductor  cable,  the  corresponding  number  of  switch  boxes, 
junction  boxes,  etc.,  and  if  full  charge  be  allowed,  to  ground  mines, 
and  150  pounds  each  to  No.  43  mine  cases,  62,000  pounds  of  dynamite. 
In  addition  it  contemplates  the  purchase  of  explosives  and  the  laying 
of  400  improvised  mines  in  Broad  bound  and  Fahant  Bay. 

By  the  1st  of  April,  5,500  pounds  of  75  per  cent  dynamite  had  been 
ordered,  and  during  the  month  of  April  2,000  service  fuses  and  2,000 
cut-offs  and  40,000  pounds  of  75  per  cent  dynamite  were  received  and  a 
project  submitted  for  the  use  of  improvised  mines  in  Broad  Sound  and 
Nahant  Bay. 

All  the  necessary  casemate  instruments  for  Boston  Harbor  proi>er, 
5  miles  of  multiple  cable  and  8  miles  of  single  conductor  cable,  were 
supplied  from  the  Engineer  Depot;  also  252  service  fuses  and  168  cut- 
offs. All  the  mine  cases  and  anchors  were  on  hand,  also  a  small  supply 
of  lowering  and  mooring  rope,  and  nearly  all  the  shackles  and  junction 
boxes  required. 

A  small  supply  of  loading  wire,  fuse  wire,  rubber  packing,  rubber 
tubing,  etc.,  was  received  from  the  Engineer  Depot.    So  fii^^  i^fii^\s^ 
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for  the  glands  of  the  switch  boxes  were  supplied,  and  the  brass  wash- 
ers sent  were  too  large. ' 

All  small  supplies,  such  as  washers,  turks  bead  collars,  etc.,  needed 
for  loading  mines  and  switch  boxes,  were  ordered  in  the  open  market, 
and  received.  Ten  miles  of  multiple  cable  and  20  miles  of  single  con- 
ductor cable  were  ordered,  and  most  of  it  is  delivered.  One  cable 
machine  was  discovered  here,  after  a  long  search,  which  was  not  work- 
ing for  the  Engineer  Depot;  otherwise  no  cable  could  have  been 
obtained.  While  it  still  seemed  improbable  that  any  armored  cable 
other  than  shipments  promised  by  the  engineer  depot  could  be 
obtained,  one-half  mile  of  lead  armored  7-core  cable  and  8  miles  of 
lead  armored  single  core  cable  were  ordered  and  received.  The  latter 
will  be  utilized  in  Broad  Sound.  Some  of  it  has  been  used  for  wiring 
the  gun  batteries,  where  a  cable  had  to  be  buried. 

All  the  firing,  testing,  and  signal  batteries  supplied  from  the  Engineer 
Depot  were  overhauled,  cleanei,  and  put  in  good  order. 

The  Leclanch^  cells  needed  cleaning  very  badly,  and  as  there  were 
altogether  about  400  of  them,  including  service  detectors  and  testing 
batteries,  this  was  quite  a  task.  A  large  number  had  to  be  unsealed, 
zincs  cleaned,  and  cells  charged  all  over  again. 

The  casemates  were  opened  up,  cleaned  out,  wired,  equipped  with 
benches  and  blowers  for  ventilation  and  drying  out,  and  about  two- 
thirds  of  their  electrical  equipment  was  put  in. 

About  42  switch  boxes  were  loaded,  63  mines  loaded  in  all  respects, 
and  about  100  compound  plugs  in  addition  were  charged.  About  125 
circuit  closers  in  addition  to  those  in  the  mines  and  plugs  above  referred 
to  were  adjusted,  and  the  fuses  and  loading  wires  attached.  Fuses  and 
loading  wires  were  prepared  for  about  100  more. 

Orders  to  plant  the  mines  were  received  on  Apri}  23.  At  that  time 
preparations  were  in  progress  for  laying  cable,  a  sufficient  quantity  to 
begin  on  having  been  received.  A  strong  easterly  gale  began  on  that 
day  and  continued  until  the  afternoon  of  April  30.  The  sea  raised  by 
tliis  was  so  rough  that  it  was  physically  impossible  to  plant  the  mines. 
Continued  efforts  were  made,  at  the  risk  of  the  lives  of  the  men,  bat 
all  that  could  be  accomplished  was  to  lay  6  multiple  cables,  2  of  which 
could  not  be  extended  quite  to  the  grand  junction  boxes. 

During  the  month  of  May  mines  were  assembled  and  planted  in 
Boston  Harbor  proper,  and  multiple  cables  were  run.  All  shore  work 
except  insertion  of  dynamite  and  assembling  of  mines  was  finished. 
The  equipment  of  the  casemates  was  practically  completed. 

With  the  exception  of  May  30,  on  which  no  work  was  done  because 
of  the  holiday,  and  May  31,  the  last  ten  days  of  May  were  so  rainy, 
rough,  and  foggy,  that  very  little  could  be  accomplished  on  the  water, 
so  that  the  mines  represent,  in  reality,  only  about  three  weeks'  work, 
and  part  of  that  time  was  consumed  in  getting  the  working  parties 
into  training.  On  the  Nahant  project  nearly  all  the  preliminary  shore 
work,  except  loading  and  assembling  the  mines,  was  finished  for  half 
of  the  total  number  contemplated.  Twenty-five  thousand  pounds  of 
Forcite  gelatine  and  25,500  pounds  of  75  per  cent  dynamite  were 
received.  Two  of  the  improvised  mines  were  loaded  with  the  gelatine 
and  exploded,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  the  gelatine 
would  surely  detonate  with  a  priming  charge  of  1  pound  of  dynamite, 
whether  the  spacing  between  mines  to  be  exploded  individually  could 
•  be  reduced,  and  whether  the  improvised  circuit  closers  recovered  from 
the  shock  of  neighboring  explosions  with  the  desired  degree  of 
quickness. 
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There  was  no  doubt  of  the  x>erfect  detonation  of  the  gelatine.  An 
empty  barrel,  snch  as  that  used  for  the  mine  cases,  had  its  head 
knocked  in  at  a  distance  of  100  feet,  showing  that  the  greater  spacing 
adopted  in  the  project  was  probably  a  minimum,  and  the  recovery  of 
the  circuit  closer  was  satisfactory. 

In  Boston  Harbor  proper  much  trouble  was  experienced  with  leaky 
switch  boxes,  notwithstanding  the  utmost  care  in  loading. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  the  triple  boxes  have  been  raised  and  the 
switch  boxes  taken  out.  This  may  slightly  complicate  the  working  of 
the  mines  in  action,  but  it  makes  their  operation  certain  until  at  least 
one  mine  of  a  triple  group  is  exploded ;  and,  with  the  leaky  switch  boxes, 
no  certainty  of  action  was  assured  at  all.  During  the  dense  fogs  which 
prevailed  during  the  latter  part  of  May,  two  or  three  sailing  vessels 
blundered  into  the  mine  fields  and  dropped  their  anchors.  One  was 
discovered  by  the  patrol  boat  and  compelled  to  cut  her  anchor  line  and 
move  out;  but  the  daily  tests  indicate  that  the  others  have  seriously 
damaged  one  grand  group. 

The  indications  of  damages  reported  last  month  have  proved  to  be 
due  almost  entirely  to  leaky  switch  boxes,  but  there  seems  no  doubt 
that  the  sailing  vessels  referred  to  have  really  done  some  damage  this 
time  with  their  anchors.  The  fog  was  so  thick  it  was  impossible  for 
any  vessel  to  know  clearly  where  she  was,  and  equally  impossible  for 
the  patrol  boat  to  see  all  vessels. 

By  the  first  of  June  all  material  required  for  the  execution  of  the 
entire  project  had  been  ordered  and  received. 

During  the  greater  part  of  June  one  steam  lighter  and  two  small 
tugs,  with  a  force  of  linemen  and  boatmen,  were  engaged  in  overhauling 
and  repairing  the  mines  planted. 

One  mine  proved  to  be  leaky  owing  to  an  injury  received  while  in 
store  at  Fort  Warren,  two  have  been  sunk  by  the  propellers  of  steamers, 
and  one  was  set  adrift  by  a  schooner  which  anchored  among  the  mines 
in  a  fog.  One  of  the  leaky  mines  was  exploded.  The  two  others  will 
be  destroyed  as  soon  as  possible. 

Money' statement. 

Allotted $68,700.00 

Expended  during  fiscal  year 30,838.50 

July  1, 1898,  bal»uce  available 37,861.50 

Sites, — Under  date  of  August  17,  1896,  the  ofRcer  in  charge  was 
requested  to  report  the  areas  which  he  thought  should  be  acquired  as 
sites  for  works  tor  the  defense  of  Boston  Harbor,  to  be  located  on  land 
not  now  owned  by  the  United  States,  as  indicated  in  the  approved  proj- 
ect of  The  Board  of  Engineers  dated  August  1, 18S9,  the  names  of  the 
owners,  the  area  owned  by  each  owner,  the  improvement  thereon,  if 
any;  the  lowest  price  at  which  each  owner  will  probably  sell;  whether 
such  prices  are  considered  by  him  reasonable;  and  whether,  in  his 
opinion,  the  sites  should  be  purchased  by  agreement  with  the  owners, 
or  should  be  acquired  by  condemnation. 

Approximate  estimates  were  telegraphed  to  the  Department  Sep- 
tember 19, 1896,  for  use  in  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 

Peddocks  Island. — On  January  12,  1897,  the  officer  in  charge  was 
directed,  by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  purchase  33.13  acres 
of  this  island. 

The  deed  to  the  United  States  for  this  property  was  acquired  from 
the  owner  March  10^  1897,  and  submitted  the  same  day  to  the  United 
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States  attorney  for  this  district  with  request  for  examiDation  of  title 
and  the  preparation  of  such  papers  as  would  enable  the  Attorney- 
General  to  certify  concerning  the  validity  of  title.  The  consideration 
in  the  deed  is  $28,000. 

The  tract  was  surveyed  and  the  boundary  suitably  marked  by  stone 
posts. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1897,  no  report  has  been  received  firom  the  dis- 
trict attorney. 

January  14, 1898,  report  upon  title  to  this  prox>erty  was  received  from 
the  district  attorney  and  forwarded  to  the  Department  January  15. 

Under  date  of  February  3, 1898,  the  Attorney- General  approved  of 
the  title,  and  upon  the  registry  of  the  deed  in  the  Plymouth  County 
office  of  records  the  purchase  was  completed  by  payment  to  the  owner 
of  the  consideration  named  in  the  deed,  viz,  (28,000  on  March  3, 1898. 

Deer  Island. — On  March  8, 1897,  the  Mayor  of  Boston  presented  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city  an  order  providing  for  the  transfer 
by  the  city  of  Boston  to  the  United  States  of  three  certain  parcels  of 
land  on  Deer  Island  as  sites  for  harbor  batteries  or  other  defenses. 
This  order  was  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  December  28,  1897^ 
was  concurred  in  by  the  Common  Council  December  30, -1897,  and 
approved  by  the  Mayor  December  31,  1897.  It  transferred  to  the 
United  States,  for  a  nominal  consideration,  23.34  acres  of  land  on  Deer 
Island. 

The  Department  considering  the  area  offered  entirely  inadequate  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  batteries  projected  for  Deer  Island,  the  offi- 
cer in  charge  was  instructed,  under  date  of  May  20, 1898,  to  communi- 
cate with  the  Mayor  of  Boston  relative  to  the  acquisition  by  the  United 
States  of  a  much  larger  area,  either  by  gift  or  purchase.  Accordingly, 
the  officer  in  charge  addressed  a  communication  to  the  Mayor,  submit- 
ting therewith  a  blue  print  showing  the  boundaries  of  the  area  desired 
by  the  United  States,  and  the  latter's  reply,  saying  the  committee  on 
public  improvements  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  do  not  feel  justified  in 
assenting  to  the  voluntary  transfer  of  the  additional  laud  on  Deer 
Island  desired,  and  hoping  that  the  War  Department  will  not  press  the 
matter  further  at  this  time,  dated  June  21,  1898,  was  submitted  to  the 
Department  June  25, 1898. 

Nantasket  Head, — On  April  2, 1897,  the  officer  in  charge  furnished 
the  Department  with  a  tracing  showing  the  boundary  of  the  land  which 
he  thought  it  desirable  for  the  United  States  to  acquire  in  this  locality, 
and  recommended  its  purchase  in  open  market  aftor  employing  a  com- 
petent real  estate  agent  to  fix  upon  values.  His  recommendation  was 
approved. 

The  report  of  values  fixed  by  the  expert  was  submitted  to  the  Depart- 
ment and  the  officer  in  charge  was  authorized  June  12, 1897,  to  pur- 
chase the  several  parcels  of  land  comprising  the  area  of  about  55  acres 
described,  at  the  most  reasonable  prices  attainable,  not  to  exceed  in  any 
case  the  valuation  as  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  expert. 

Negotiations  have  been  actively  carried  on  ever  since  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  this  property,  and  at  the  close  of  the  present  year — 1898^-there 
has  been  purchased  and  paid  for  about  40  acres  of  this  tract,  and 
negotiations  concluded  for  the  balance,  with  the  exception  of  two  small 
lots  which  it  is  still  possible  to  obtain  under  the  authority  given. 

Nahant — On  January  4, 1898,  the  officer  in  charge  was  requested  to 
submit  recommendations  as  to  the  area  of  land  at  Nahant  which  should 
be  obtained,  also  names  of  owners  and  prices,  with  a  map  of  the  land 
and  all  necessary  information  for  presentation  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
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At  the  close  of  the  year  some  information  had  been  accumalated  and 
measures  had  been  taken  to  secore  an  early  report. 
The  following  allotments  have  been  made: 

For  aoquisition  of  land  on  Peddooks  Island: 

Act  Jono  6, 1896 $83,130.00 

For  porohase  of  site  at  Nantasket  Head,  Hull|  Mass. : 

Act  Jnne  6, 1896 $185,160.79 

Act  March  3,  1897 64,839.21 

Act  March  3, 1897 1,248.85 

251,248,85 

Total 284,378.85 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  available $283,180.00 

Expended  during  fiscal  year 224,582.34 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available 58,547.66 

Pre$ervat%on  and  repair  of  fortifications. — Under  a  joint  resolution  of 
Congress,  approved  May  1, 1890,'  Castle  Island,  the  site  of  one  of  the 
works  of  the  old  t3rpe,  was  tamed  over  to  the  city  of  Boston  for  park 
purposes.  The  fort  and  batteries  were  retained  and  the  public  excluded 
therefrom. 

Under  the  approval  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  May  27, 1897, 
one  of  the  works  of  old  type  was  established  headquarters  for  the  mine 
defense  of  Boston  Harbor,  for  storing  torpedo  materials.  Upon  the 
receipt  at  the  fort  of  explosives  and  other  mining  materials,  purchased 
nnder  the  appropriation  for  ^<  National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898, 
the  public  was  excluded  from  the  site  of  the  fort. 

On  December  24, 1897,  an  allotment  was  made  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  ^<  Preservation  and  Bepair  of  Fortifications."  Under  this  allot- 
ment all  mine  cases  were  cleaned.  All  of  the  buoyant  mine  cases  and 
about  one-half  of  the  ground  mine  cases  were  painted. 

Money  statement 

CLEANING  AND  PAINTING  MINE  CASES. 

Allotted  darinf^  fiscal  year $800.00 

Expended  daring  fiscal  year 773.15 

Joly  1, 1896,  balance  available 26.85- 


4C. 

DEFENSES  OF  SOUTHEAST  COAST  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  AND  RHODE 
ISLAND,  AT  NEW  BEDFORD,  MASSACHUSETTS,  AND  NEWPORT,  RHODE 
ISLAND. 

Officer  in  char^^e,  M^.  Daniel  W.  Lockwood,  Oorps  of  En^neers; 
assistants,  Capt.  Charles  H.  McKiustry,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  Jan- 
nary  23,  1898,  Lient.  William  J.  Barden,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from 
March  14  to  April  15, 1898,  Lient.  William  B.  Ladae,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, since  April  15, 1898,  and  Capt.  Chester  Harding,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, since  May  9, 1898.  .Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  George  L. 
Gillespie,  U.  S.  Yolanteers,  Colonel,  Oorps  of  Engineers. 

Neto  Bedford^  Mass. — Ttco  emplacements  for  8'inch  rifles  j  disappearing 
carriages, — ^Ihe  constraction  of  these  emplacements  under  the  provi- 
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Bionsof  the  act  of  Oon gross  approved  March  9, 1898,  for  ^<  National 
Defense"  was  aathorized  under,  date  of  March  18,  and  one  of  the  gun 
platforms  was  ready  for  the  carriage  on  Jane  4,  the  other  on  Jnne  25. 

A  complete  plant  had  to  be  assembled  and  the  first  tools  were  not 
received  antil  April  13.  The  erection  of  necessary  buildings,  putting 
up  concrete  mixer  aiid  derricks,  and  laying  railroad  track  occupied  the 
time  to  May  15,  when  the  first  material  for  concrete  was  received. 
Excavation  for  the  eastern  emplacement  was  commenced  on  May  16, 
for  the  western  emplacement  on  June  2.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year 
the  following  had  been  accomplished : 

Easterly  emplacement:  Excavation,  400  cubic  yards;  Portland 
cement  concrete,  216  cubic  yards;  natural  cement  concrete,  871  cubic 
yards;  Portland  cement  facing,  50  cubic  yards. 

Westerly  emplacement:  Excavation,  650  cubic  yards;  Portland 
cement  concrete,  206  cubic  yards;  Portland  cement  facing,  18  cubic 
yards. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  two  emplacements  complete,  exclusive  of 
electric  lighting,  is  $81,127.20 

Money  statement, 

June  30, 1898,  amount  allotted  during  fiBcal  vear $50,000.00 

Jane  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 15, 843. 04 

Jaly  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 34,156.96 

July  1, 1898,  ontBtanding  liabilitioB 19,532.90 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 14,624.06 

Mounting  6  inch  converted  rifles. — Daring  May,  1898,  the  Commanding 
General,  Department  of  the  East,  upon  representation  of  the  Governor 
of  Massachusetts,  sent  two  8-inch  converted  rifles  and  carriages  to  be 
mounted  for  use  for  the  better  protection  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 
Mass. 

By  Department  indorsement  of  June  3,  1898,  authority  was  received 
to  prepare  emplacements  and  mount  the  above-mentioned  guns  on  tim- 
ber platforms,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
March  9, 1898,  for  "National  defense." 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  pintles  and  traverse  railSy 
although  they  have  not  been  received  as  yet. 

The  estimated  cost  of  this  work  is  $1,800. 

Money  statement 

June  30, 1898,  amouat  allotted  during  fiscal  year $1, 800. 00 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 1,800.00 

Torpedo  defense. — Under  the  provisions  of  'the  act  of  Congress 
approved  March  9, 1898,  for  '<  National  Defense,"  it  is  proposed  to  close 
the  harbor  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  by  planting  mines. 

There  being  no  mining  casemate  in  this  locality,  a  small  building  to 
be  used  as  such  was  commenced  on  the  23d  of  June.  The  concrete 
foundation  for  engine  and  dynamo  are  completed.  Up  to  the  end  of 
the  fiscal  year  sufficient  mining  materials  and  supplies  had  not  been 
received  to  warrant  the  commencement  of  planting  the  mines. 

Money  statement. 

June  SO,  1898,  amount  allotted  during  fiscal  y ear.. « $5,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year «...  33. 32 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 4,966.68 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 12.20 

Jafy  1, 1898,  halanoe  AY9Ai9ihl^ 4,954.48 
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Narragansett  Bay,  B,  L — Mortar  battery  for  sixteen  12-inch  mortars. — 
lender  the  provisions  of  the  act  for  ^<Gan  and  Mortar  Batteries," 
approved  Jnne  6, 1896,  it  is  proposed  to  (!onstract  a  sixteen  12inch 
mortar  battery,  at  a  cost  of  not  to  exceed  $125,000.  Allotments  have 
been  made  as  follows:  July  24, 1896,  $500,  for  preparation  of  plans  and 
estimates;  Angnstl2, 1896,  $20,000;  September  19, 1896,  $25,000;  Octo- 
ber 7, 1896,  $80,000,  and  May  7, 1898,  $10,000,  for  constructing  wt)rk. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  pits  2,  3,  and  4 
were  completed  and  base  rings  set,  and  a  part  of  the  excavation  for 
pit  1  had  been  made  in  rock.  The  excavation  for  the  rest  of  the  work 
was  practically  completed  and  about  5,000  cubic  yards  of  natural 
cement  concrete  placed  in  the  walls,  footings,  roof,  pavements,  etc., 
besides  755  cubic  yards  of  Portland  cement  concrete  in  platforms. 

The  work  was  practically  completed  by  June  30, 1898. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  5,230  cubic  yards  of  natural  cement  con- 
crete and  116  cubic  yards  of  Portland  concrete  were  placed;  1,956 
square  yards  of  pavement  were  laid  in  Portland  cement. 

The  roof  over  the  rooms,  magazines,  shell  rooms,  etc.,  were  covered 
with  natural  cement  mortar  and  then  with  a  coating  about  one-half 
inch  thick  of  rqck  asphalt,  bitumen,  and  sand,  in  the  proportion  of  660 
X>onnds  of  asphalt  to  100  pounds  of  bitumen  and  6  buckets  of  sand. 

The  work  of  constructing  the  earth  parapet  was  commenced  in  Decem- 
ber, 1897,  and  completed  in  Jnne,  1898;  11,750  cubic  yards  of  earth 
were  placed  and  45,207  square  feet  of  slopes  sodded. 

Doors  and  trolleys  were  put  in  place  as  planned. 

The  carriages  and  mortars  were  mounted  by  engineer  employees,  and 
the  former  were  in  place  during  March,  together  with  one  mortar  which 
had  been  received  at  that  time.  The  other  mortars  required,  fifteen  in 
all,  were  received  April  21  and  the  mounting  of  them  was  completed 
early  in  May. 

The  battery  was  wired  and  electric  lights  placed  by  the  Newport 
Illuminating  Company  during  May  and  June,  and  a  contract  has  been 
made  for  the  installation  of  a  storage  battery,  to  be  charged,  for  the  pres- 
ent, by  the  illuminating  company,  or  until  a  suitable  central  electric- 
light  plant  is  provided  at  the  post. 

The  battery  was  turned  over  to  the  garrison  on  June  6, 1898. 

Money  statement, 

July  1,  ISiYIf  balance  unexpended $72,763.85 

Aoioont  allotted  since 10,000.00 

82, 763. 85 
Jnne  30, 1898,  amonnt  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 74, 526. 14 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 8,237.71 

Jnly  1, 18»8,  outstanding  liabiUties 3,323.48 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available 4,914.28 

ContracU  in  force  during  the  fiscal  year, ' 


Contnustor. 


J.K.  Sullivan , 

Brown  ^Howard 

Lawren«eviUe  Cement  Co. . 
Atlaa  Cement  Go 


Katnre  of  contract. 


Tocommence^ 


FnmlBhing  sand Oct.  15,1896 

Famishing  stone Oct.  10,1890 

FiimishiDg  American  Rosendale  cement do 

Famishing  American  Portland  cement. .  Not.  10, 1896 

I 


To  complete. 


When  needed. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Bange-finder  tower. — ^IJnder  date  of  December  15, 1896,  an  allotment 
was  made  from  the  act  for  ^^  Onn  and  Mortar  Batterie^,^  ttg^to^^  ^\>si^ 


604        BEPOBT  OF  THE   CHIEF   OF  ENGINEEBd,  U.  8.  ABMY. 

• 

6, 1896,  for  the  constraction  of  a  tower  for  the  temporary  installatioii 
of  a  Lewis  range  finder.  The  construction  of  this  tower  was  completed 
in  March,  1897. 

Under  date  of  April  28, 1898,  authority  was  received  to  sheathe  the 
range  finder  tower  with  12  inches  of  timber  and  steel  plates.  This 
covering  has  been  completed  and  painted  with  two  coats  of  paint. 

Money  statement 

Jane  80, 1898,  amonnt  aUotted  daring  fiscal  year $2, 900.00 

Jane  SOy  1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 1,913.76 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended '. 886.24 

Jaly  1, 1898, oatetanding  UabilitieB 71.68 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available 814.66 

Two  emplacements  for  lO-inch  rifles^  disappearing  carriages. — ^The  oon- 
strnction  of  these  emplacements,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  March  9, 1898,  for  '<  National  Defense,"  was  author- 
ized under  date  of  March  18, 1898,  and  the  plans  and  estimates  approved 
under  date  of  March  30, 1898. 

Work  was  commenced  immediately,  and  the  eicavation,  largely  in 
rock,  practically  completed  by  May  23.  Gun  platform  No.  1  was 
reported  ready  for  carriage  and  guns  on  May  2,  and  the  same  were 
mounted  June  1.  Gun  platform  No.  2  was  reported  ready  on  May  1^ 
but  the  carriage  for  it  has  not  been  received,  although  the  gun  is  on 
the  ground. 

The  concrete  plant  that  had  been  used  in  the  construction  of  the 
mortar  battery  has  been  used  at  this  work. 

Excavation :  The  excavation  for  the  foundation  of  the  battery  was 
commenced  April  7  and  was  actively  carried  on  both  night  and  day 
until  May  23,  when  it  was  practically  completed,  excepting  as  to  the 
slopes  of  the  roadway  in  the  rear.  The  northern  half  of  the  excava- 
tion was  in  earth,  the  bottom  being  of  hard,  compact  clay  and  bowlders 
overlying  the  rock,  and  about  tlureefourths  of  the  southern  half  was 
in  rock,  the  greater  portion  of  which  was  from  10  to  12  feet  in  depth. 
About  2,250  cubic  yards  of  rock  were  removed  and  wasted  on  the  shore 
of  the  bay,  and  3,000  cubic  yards  of  earth  were  removed  and  deposited 
where  it  can  be  placed  conveniently  in  the  earth  parapet. 

Drainage:  A  main  drain  of  8-inch  glazed  sewer  pipe  has  been  laid 
from  a  manhole  in  the  rear  of  emplacement  No.  2  (the  south  gun)  to  a 
manhole  in  the  rear  of  emplacement  No.  1,  and  from  thence  to  the  shore 
of  the  bay.  The  total  length  of  this  drain  is  510  feet.  Both  gan  plat- 
forms and  loading  platforms  are  connected  with  the  manholes  by  4inch 
drains  of  heavy  cast-iron  water  pipes.  A  system  of  3  and  4  inch  porous 
tile  drains  laid  in  trenches  filled  with  broken  stone  connects  all  the 
rooms  and  passages  and  an  air  space  surrounding  them  with  the  man- 
holes. Grated  openings  will  be  laid  in  each  room  covering  connections 
with  the  drains. 

Forming:  All  the  forming  below  the  level  of  the  platforms  has  been 
completed,  and  that  for  the  ammunition  lifts,  the  parapet,  and  a  portion 
of  the  traverse  walls  about  emplacement  No.  1  has  been  put  up. 

Steel  beams:  The  steel  beams  for  covering  the  rooms  and  passages 
have  been  received  and  put  in  place. 

Concrete  work:  All  concrete  work  below  the  level  of  the  ceilings  of 
the  rooms  and  passages  has  been  completed  excepting  the  retaining 
wall  at  the  south  end  of  the  roadway.  The  loading  platform  at 
emplacement  No.  1  has  been  raised  to  within  0  inches  of  its  fall  height. 
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Goncrete  has  been  placed  over  the  rooms  under  the  loading  platform 
for  emplacement  No.  2,  and  is  ready  for  the  asphalt  covering.  The  fol- 
lowing amonnts  of  concrete  have  been  placed :  Bosendale  cement,  727 
cubic  yards  in  walls,  the  exposed  surfaces  faced  with  Portland  cement 
mortar;  Bosendale  cement,  1,856  cubic  yards  in  parapet  and  traverses, 
193  cubic  yards  in  loading  platform  !No.  1;  Portland  cement,  360  cubic 
yards  in  gun  platforms,  ^  cubic  yards  in  loading  platform  No.  1.  In 
addition  to  the  above,  945  tons  of  large  stone  have  been  built  into  the 
concrete  of  the  parapnet. 

A  layer  of  asphalt,  coal  tar,  and  sand  about  one-half  inch  in  thick- 
ness was  introduced  in  the  concrete  over  the  rooms  and  passageways, 
with  a  slope  draining  into  the  air  spaces. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  two  emplacements,  exclusive  of  lifts  and 
troUeys,  is  $74,133.19. 

Maneif  statement. 

Jane  90, 1898y  amount  aUotted  daring  fisoal  year '. $74,000.00 

Jane  30, 1888^  amoaat  expended  daring  fiBoal  year 28, 535. 32 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  nnezpended 45,464.68 

July  1, 1898,  oatstandiDg  liabilities 23,556.81 

July  1, 1886»  balance  available 21,907.87 

JEmplaoements  for  two  4,7'inch  22.  jP.  guns. — ^The  construction  of  these 
emplacemeuts  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
March  9, 1898,  for  '*  National  Defense,"  was  authorized  under  date  of 
April  13, 1898,  and  the  platforms  were  ready  to  receive  the  guns  on 
May  23.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  work  had  been  completed 
to  within  about  2^  feet  of  the  top.  About  693  cubic  yards  of  natural 
cement  concrete  and  100  cubic  yards  of  Portland  cement  concrete  had 
been  placed  in  the  work.  The  ceilings  of  the  magazines  and  bomb- 
proof rooms  were  formed  with  heavy  railroad  iron. 

The  magazines  are  surrounded  on  three  sides  with  aii:  spaces.  A 
layer  of  asphalt,  coal  tar,  and  sand  was  introduced  in  the  concrete 
over  the  magazines  and  bomb-proofs,  the  former  having  a  slope  drain- 
ing into  the  air  spaces  and  the  latter  over  the  rear  walls. 

A  main  drain  of  6-inch  glazed  tile  76  feet  long  has  been  laid  from  a 
manhole  in  the  rear  of  the  north  magazine  to  an  old  manhole  having 
direct  connection  with  the  bay.  Two  hundred  and  thirty  feet  of  3  and 
4-inch  XK>rous  tile  drains  have  been  laid  in  trenches  filled  with  broken 
stone,  and  connect  the  air  spaces  and  rooms  with  the  manhole. 

There  remains  to  be  done  to  Complete  these  emplacements  the  com- 
pletion of  the  covering  of  the  magazines  and  walls  of  the  observation 
stations,  the  construction  of  stairways  leading  to  the  magazines  and 
concrete  retaining  walls,  the  construction  of  concrete  aprons  in  front  of 
guns  and  the  excavation  of  about  two-thirds  of  the  roadway,  and  grad- 
ing earth  slopes. 

The  cost  of  the  emplacements  is  estimated  at  $16,000. 

Money  statement. 

Jnne  30, 1898,  amount  aUotted  during  fiscal  year $12,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amennt  expended  dnrinj?  fit»cal  year 5,804.80 

Jnlj  1, 1898, balance  nnezpended 6,195.20 

Jnly  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 3,950.50 

July  1, 1898,baUnoe  aTailable 3, 244. 70 


606        REPORT  OF  THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS^  U.  8.  ARMT. 

Emplaoementfor  one  84nch  B.  L.  rifle. — ^IJnder  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  Congress  approved  March  9, 1898,  for  ^^  National  Defense,"  authority 
was  received  in  April,  1898,  to  construct  an  emplacement  for  mounting 
one  8-inch  breech-loading  rifle  on  a  strengthened  barbette  carriage. 
The  emplacement,  platform,  and  magazines  in  connection  with  this  work 
have  been  completed.  The  necessary  changes  to  be  made  in  the  15-inch 
gun  carriage  for  the  8-inch  B.  L.  rifle  were  begun  on  June  8.  The  car- 
riage is  in  readiness  for  mounting  the  rifle.  This  completes  all  work, 
with  the  exception  of  certain  bolts,  braces,  etc.,  which  were  found  lack- 
ing, and  these  will  be  supplied  and  put  in  place  at  an  early  date. 

Money  statement 

Jnne  80, 1898,  amoant  aflotted  during  fiioal  year $3, 000.00 

July  1, 1898, balance  unexpended 3,000.00 

Freservation  and  repair  of  fortifications* — Estimates  were  submitted 
in  December,  1896,  for  preservation  and  repairs  needed  up  to  June  30, 
1898,  and  in  June,  1897,  an  allotment  of  $2,000  was  made  from  the  appro- 
priation for  '<  Preservation  and  Kepair  of  Fortiflcations,"  act  of  March  3, 
1897,  for  rebuilding  the  breast  wall  in  front  of  platforms  405  and  40o 
and  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  parapet  in  front  of  platforms  407  and 
408.    This  work  was  completed  in  October,  1897. 

The  earth  slope  in  front  of  the  emplacements  for  8-inch  converted 
rifles  was  raised  8  inches  tod  sodded.  The  area  sodded  was  about  800 
square  yards. 

In  November,  1897,  authority  was  received  to  repair  the  brick  walk 
leading  to  the  sally  port.  A  portion  of  the  pavement  which  had  settled 
and  allowed  the  accumulation  of  water  was  taken  up  and  relaid  with 
grade  sufficient  to  carry  off  the  water  into  the  drain  under  the  pavement, 
the  work  being  completed  in  [November,  1897. 

In  February,  1898,  authority  was  received  to  repair  a  break  in  the  sea 
wall  at  the  mouth  of  the  cable  gallery,  caused  by  a  severe  storm.  These 
repairs  were  made  in  March,  1898. 

In  April,  1898,  authority  was  received  to  repair  platforms  of  the  8-inch 
converted  rifles.  The  work  of  removing  unserviceable  wooden  plat- 
forms was  commenced  on  April  17,  and  new  platforms  to  replace  them 
were  completed  May  2, 1898.  The  platforms  are  of  a  timber  grillage 
composed  chiefly  of  10-inch  by  10-inch  hard-pine  timber  resting  upon  a 
foundation  of  Portland  cement  concrete  2  feet  thick,  the  spaces  between 
the  timbers  being  filled  with  concrete  to  the  level  of  the  top  timbers,  and 
slope  slightly  to  provide  for  drainage  to  the  rear.  The  old  traverse- 
rail  pintles  and  pintle  plates  were  used.  About  46  cubic  yards  of  con- 
crete and  7,623  feet  of  hard-pine  timber  were  used. 

Authority  was  received  in  May,  1898,  to  increase  the  earth  covering 
of  the  magazines  for  the  15-inch  and  8inch  converted  rifles  in  the  water 
battery.  The  work  of  covering  these  incomplete  magazines  of  the  old 
exterior  battery  with  earth  was  commenced  May  1  and  completed  June 
10, 1898.  About  2,500  cubic  yards  of  earth  were  placed  over  the  maga- 
zines and  sodded  with  1,560  square  yards  of  sod. 

The  bill  in  equity  brought  to  have  the  true  boundary  line  of  the 
reservation  determined  is  still  pending  in  the  United  States  circuit 
court.  Nothing  has  been  done  in  regard  to  this  matter  during  the  past 
year. 
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Money  statement, 

Jvljlf  1897y  balance  unexpended $2,861.77 

Amonnt  allotted  since 5,700.00 

8, 561. 77 
June  SO,  1898|  amonnt  expended  during  year 6,218.11 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2,343.66 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities ^....  147.86 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available 2,195.80 

Three  empUtcements  for  lO-inoh  riflesy  disappearing  carriages. — Under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  for  ^'Gan  and  Mortar  Batteries,"  approved 
Jane  6, 1896,  it  is  proposed  to  construct  by  contract  a  three  10-inch 
gun  battery.  Allotments  have  been  made  from  said  act  as  follows: 
September  17,  1896,  $400  for  preparatioa  of  plans  and  estimates; 
December  10,  1896,  $8,000  for  contingencies;  and  on  April  23, 1897, 
$91,000,  and  November  3,  1897,  $12,000,  for  payments  to  contractor 
only,  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1897. 

Under  dates  of  August  6, 1896,  and  September  11,  1896,  the  Chief 
of  Engineers  directed  that  plans  and  estimates  in  detail  for  emplace- 
ments for  two  104nch  disappearing  guns  be  prepared  and  submitted, 
and  said  plans  were  submitted  and  approved  in  October,  1896.  Pro- 
X>osals  for  this  work  were  opened  on  October  24, 1896,  and  the  contract 
for  the  construction  of  the  gun  battery  was  awarded  to  Bichard  M. 
Dudley,  of  New  York  City,  at  the  rate  of  $56,967  for  two  emplacements. 
An  additional  emplacement  was  authorized  by  Department  letter  of 
December  10, 1896,  and  contract  entered  into  under  date  of  December 
24, 1896,  for  three  emplacements  complete,  and  approved  by  the  Chief 
of  Engineers,  under  date  of  January  8, 1897.  Time  of  commencement. 
February  1, 1897.  Time  of  completion,  November  1, 1897 ;  later  extendea 
to  June  1, 1898. 

A  detailed  survey  of  the  site  was  made  and  platted  in  March,  1897. 
Plans  and  estimates  for  the  three  emplacements  were  prepared  and 
submitted  in  April,  1897,  and  partially  approved  by  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers during  the  same  month,  and  plans  in  accordance  with  directions 
of  Department  indorsement  of  April  3, 1897,  were  partially  approved 
by  Department  indorsement  of  June  11, 1897. 

Two  of  the  old  magazines  being  directly  within  the  line  of  fire,  their 
removal  was  determined  on;  and  under  date  of  May  4, 1897,  a  supple- 
mentary contract  was  entered  into  with  the  contractor  for  the  removal 
of  two  old  magazines,  two  gun  platforms,  etc.^  in  all  about  1,000  cubic 
yards  of  material,  at  the  rate  of  $1.75  per  cubic  yard. 

In  March,  1897,  the  plant  was  installed.  The  old  artesian  well  was 
cleaned  out  and  its  pump  repaired.  A  cement  shed  of  3,000  barrels 
capacity  was  erected,  the  old  buildings  being  used  as  dormitories  and 
mess  rooms. 

All  work  under  the  contract  was  Completed  in  May,  1898. 

The  total  material  and  labor  used  in  the  construction  and  covered  by 
the  contact  has  been  as  follows : 


..^9  cubic  yards  ezcayation,  at  SO  cents |6,8S5.70 

6,207  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  26  cents 1, 651. 75 

6,638  square  yards  sod,  at  SO  cents 1,961.40 

wO cubic  yards  broken  stone,  at  $2.60 976.00 

10,971  cubic  yurds  natural  cement  conorete,  at  $5.40 69, 243. 40 

653  cubic  yards  Portland  ordinary  concrete,  at  $7.40 4, 832. 20 

S61  cubic  yards  Portland  granolithic  concrete,  at  $8.40 2, 948. 40 

448  oubto  yards  Portland  oement  £Ming»  at  $11 4^  928.00 
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l,437i  tons  stone  In  mass  of  oonorete,  at  $1.90 L $2,731.25 

65,668  poands  steel I-beamSy  at  2f  cents .' 1,590.87 

6,264  pounds  steel  anchor  bolts,  at  3i  cents 219.24 

11,394  ponnds  steel  trolley  beams  and  trolleys,  at  4  cents 455. 76 

2,689  feet  B.  M.  white  pine  in  doors,  at  20  cents 537.80 

843  feet  B.  M.  white  pine  electric-light  strips,  at  20  cents 168. 60 

2,2:16  ponnds  brass  door  fittiii||r8,  at  30  cents 664.80 

460  linear  feet  1^-inch  galranized-iron  pipe,  at  25  cents 115. 00 

12  cubic  yards  ffranite  ste]^,  at  $27 324.00 

192  linear  feet  £-inch  cast-iron  pipe,  at  50  cents 96.00 

697  linear  feet  8-inch  glazed  sewer  pipe,  at  30  cents 209.10 

768  linear  feet  4-inch  porous  drain  tile,  at  8  cents 61.44 

8.82  thousand  brick  in  manholes  and  gutters,  at  $20 176. 40 

4  manhole  covers,  at  $10 40.00 

3  sets  stairs  and  hand  rails,  at  $100 300.00 

3  sets  of  four  cages  double  lifts,  at  $1,700 : 5,100.00 

1,845  cubic  yardi  removal  of  old  magazines,  at  $1.75 3. 228. 75 

Total 99,034.86 

During  the  months  of  March  and  April,  1898,  the  carriages  and  guns 
were  received.  All  three  carriages  and  their  respective  guns  have 
been  saccessfully  mounted  in  place  by  hired  labor  and  use  of  the  Gov- 
ernment plant. 

Under  date  of  June  29. 1898,  the  Chief  of  Engineers  authorized  the 
installation  of  a  storage  oattery,  this  battery  to  have  a  capacity  for  41 
lamps  with  an  8-hour  discharge.  This  battery  is  for  the  use  of  the 
three  emplacements.  Aside  from  the  installation  of  the  electric  lighting 
plant,  all  work  in^connection  with  the  battery  has  been  complete. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $88,927.13 

Amount  allotted  since ; 12,000.00 

100, 927. 13 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 97, 798.49 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 3,128.64 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabiUties 142.52 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 2,986.12 

Mortar  battery  for  eight  12'%nch  mortars. — Under  date  of  June  7, 1898, 
the  Chief  of  Engineers  directed  that  plans  and  estimates  in  detail  for 
emplacements  for  eight  12-inch  mortars  be  prepared  and  submitted. 
A  survey  of  the  proposed  site  had  been  made  and  plans  and  estimates 
are  being  prepared. 

Money  statement. 

June  30, 1898,  amount  aUotted  during  fiscal  year $2,500.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 646.40 

July  1, 1898, balance  unexpended \ 1,853.60 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities .     172.15 

•  _  .  _ 

July  1, 1896,  balance  available 1,681.45 

Empla^sement  for  one  6-in6h  rapid-fire  gun. — The  construction  of  this 
emplacement  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
March  9, 1898,  for  ^^!National  Defense,"  was  authorized  under  date  of 
April  26, 1898. 

Under  date  of  May  2, 1898,  authority  was  received  to  accept  the 
proposition  of  the  Nassau  Construction  Company  (whose  plant  was 
already  on  the  ground)  for  constructing  the  emplacement,  and  work  was 
commenced  immediately. 
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By  the  Ist  of  Jane  the  emplacement  had  been  completed  in  every 
detail  and  the  gnn  can  be  mounted  at  any  time. 

The  total  cost  of  the  material  and  labor  used  in  the  construction  of 
this  emplacement  has  been  as  follows: 

1,155  cnbic  yards  excavation,  at  75  cents $866.25 

725.2  cubic  yards  Rosendale  concrete,  at  $5.75 4,169.90 

170.5  cubic  yards  Portland  concrete,  at  $8.40 , 1,432.20 

33.1  cubic  yards  Portland  cement  facing,  at  $12 397.20 

4.5  feet  galvanized  iron  pipe,  1^  inches,  at  30  cents 1.35 

11,343  pounds  I-beams  in  place,  at  3  cents 310.29 

2  doors,  134  feet  B.  M.  lumber,  at  40  cents 53.60 

250  cubic  yards  earth  fill,  at  50  cents 125.00 

85  pounds  brass  gudgeons,  hinges,  and  fittings  for  doors,  at  49  cents 41. 65 

468  square  yards  sod,  at  30  cents 140.40 

15  feet  2-inch  iron  pipe,  at  25  cents 3.75 

1  set  galvanized-iron  hand  rails 40.50 

Bridge 5.00 

73  feet  B.  M.  electric-light  strips,  at  20  cents 14.60 

461  feet  tile  and  glazed  nipe  drain,  at  10  cents 46.10 

Setting  anchor  bolts  and  plates 9.16 

Asphalting 32.92 

Total 7,719.67 

Money  statement. 

June  30, 1898,  amount  allotted  during  fiscal  year $8,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 7, 830. 61 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 169.39 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 102.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 67.39 

Two  emplacements  for  124nch  rifles^  nondisappearing  carriages, — The 
construction  of  these  emplacements  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  March  9, 1898,  for  '<  National  Defense,"  was  author- 
ized under  date  of  April  25, 1898,  and  the  necessary  plans  prepared 
and  approved. 

A  complete  plant  has  been  purchased  and  assembled,  and  all  tern- 
XK>rary  buildings  erected,  and  an  agreement  for  constructing  a  pile  dock 
in  the  cove  north  of  the  site  has  been  made  with  a  local  contractor  and 
about  three-quarters  of  the  piles  have  already  been  driven.  It  is 
expected  that  this  wharf  will  be  so  far  completed  by  July  15  as  to 
allow  of  the  landing  of  material. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  the  following  work  has  been  done:    ^ 

Excavation:  On  June  10,  the  work  of  stripping  the  rock  of  its  thin 
covering  of  sod  and  earth  was  began.  The  surface  of  the  rock  is 
extremely  uneven  and  fiill  of  pockets,  rendering  this  work  of  cleaning 
quite  expensive.  On  June  17,  two  IngersoU- Sergeant  drills  were  put  to 
work  and  on  June  21,  two  more  drills  were  added  and  a  night  force  of 
drillers  put  to  work.  On  the  22d  a  force  of  excavators  was  added  to 
the  night  shift,  since  which  time  the  work  has  been  pushed  twenty 
hours  a  day  with  all  the  force  that  could  be  used  to'  advantage  in  an 
effort  to  complete  the  excavation  so  far  as  necessary  for  the  masonry, 
before  it  becomes  necessary  to  mount  other  machinery  than  steam 
drills.  The  bulk  of  the  excavation  is  in  a  bastard  granite,  full  of  seams 
and  cracks.  The  drilling  is  quite  difficult,  but  the  blasting  is  fairly 
good.  Much  care  is  used  in  blasting  owing  to  the  proximity  of  resi- 
dences. The  excavation  for  emplacement  fTo.  1  is  complete;  that  for 
No.  2  is  complete  for  its  magazine  and  shell  rooms  and  to  a  line  just 
beyond  the  gun  platform.    The  material  excavated  has  been  utilized 
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in  making  an  approach  to  the  new  dock,  and  in  filling,  leveling,  and 
enlarging  the  low  land  lying  just  north  of  the  work. 

Concrete :  No  concrete  of  any  kind  has  been  laid.  Oircles  for  forms 
for  gun  platforms  have  been  made.  Proposals  for  the  supply  of  cement, 
crashed  stone,  large  stone,  and  sand  have  been  received,  but  as  yet  no 
awards  have  been  made. 

The  cost  of  these  emplacements  is  estimated  at  $99,649,  exclasive  of 
the  cost  of  leveling  the  old  fort. 

Money  statement, 

June  30, 1898,  amount  allotted  daring  fiscal  year $40,000.00 

June  30,  1898,  ainouut  expended  daring  fiscal  year 3, 569. 09 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 36.430.91 

July  1,  1889,  outstanding  liabilities 12,009.35 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 24,421.56 

Cable  tank.— Under  date  of  August  14, 1896,  and  March  22,  1897, 
the  Chief  of  Engineers  directed  that  detailed  estimates  be  prepared 
and  submitted  for  the  cost  of  constructing  a  tank  for  the  wet  storage 
of  cable  at  Narragannett  Bay,  B.  I.  Plans  and  estimates  were  sub- 
mitted in  May,  1897,  and  approved  the  same  month,  the  work  to  be 
done  by  hired  labor  and  use  of  Government  plant. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  all  excavation  work  had 
been  completed  and  a  portion  of  the  building  materials  received. 

During  the  year:  The  side  walls  of  the  tank  were  completed  in  July, 
111  cubic  yards  of  concrete  being  used  therefor.  In  August  and  Sep- 
tember the  bottom  of  tank  was  completed,  shed  over  same  built  and 
painted  inside  and  out.  No  actual  work  was  done  during  the  winter 
months,  but  the  railroad  tiack,  cars,  transfer,  traveler,  and  necessary 
blocks  for  traveler  and  moving  transfer  car  were  purchased  and 
received.  By  April,  1898,  all  minor  details  connected  with  this  work 
had  been  completed,  the  total  cost  being  $4,000. 

The  following  materials  were  used  in  the  construction  of  this  work : 

26, 623  feet  B.  M.  lumber. 
15, 000  shingles. 

315  barrels  cement. 
120  cubic  yards  crushed  stone. 
80  cubic  yards  sand. 
155  railroad  ties. 
545  pounds  nails,  etc. 
66  gallons  paint. 

Money  statement 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $3,715.25 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3, 709. 92 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended , 5.83 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 5.33 

Torpedo  defense. — Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  March  9, 1898,  for  "  National  Defense,"  it  is  proposed  to  close 
Narragansett  Bay,  Ehode  Island,  by  placing  mines  in  the  eastern  and 
western  entrances. 

Owing  to  dampness  and  the  limited  space  in  the  mining  casemates, 
authority  was  granted  in  May,  1898,  to  remove  the  instruments,  etc., 
from  the  casemates  to  small  buildings  erected  near  by. 
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Arrangements  were  made  for  installing  search-light  plants,  the  nec- 
essary buildings  for  protecting  the  plante  having  been  erected. 

Mines  have  been  planted  in  the  eastern  and  western  passages.  The 
groups  reported  as  planted  have  been  from  time  to  time  in  perfect  work- 
ing order,  but  constant  repairs  seemed  to  be  necessary,  particalarly  in 
the  eastern  passage,  to  maintain  them  in  such  condition,  due  to  injuries 
from  passing  vessels  and  from  wear  and  deterioration  of  joints. 

The  above  work  of  planting  mines  was  completed  on  May  11, 1898, 
and  since  that  date  no  boats  have  been  allowed  to  pass  through  the  mine 
fields  between  the  hours  of  8  p.  m.  and  4  a.  m.,  with  the  exception  of 
two  regular  lines  of  steamboats. 

Money  statemenU 

June  30|  1898,  amount  allotted  daring  fiscal  year $11, 000. 00 

June  30^  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 8, 174. 20 


» 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2,825.80 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 2,681.16 

July  1,1898,  balance  available 144.64 

8it€S, — Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  August  18, 
1890,  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  under  date  of  August  6, 1894,  directed 
that  negotiations  be  opened  for  the  purchase  of  certain  land  needed 
for  projected  fortification  purposes.  It  being  found  afber  a  long  period 
of  negotiations  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  securing  certain  por- 
tions of  the  property  by  amicable  arrangements,  the  owners  were 
notified  in  March,  189J,  that  title  on  the  part  of  the  IJnited  States  would 
be  acquired  by  condemnation.  A  report  on  the  rearrangement  of  the 
batteries  and  the  areas  of  land  to  be  acquired  was  submitted  on  June 
30, 1897.  In  July,  1897,  investigations  were  made  as  to  the  feasibility 
and  probable  cost  of  extinguishing  the  right  of  way  between  the  pro- 
posed site  for  the  10  inch  and  12inch  gun  batteries  and  the  report  sub- 
mitted thereon.  Under  date  of  August  11, 1897,  the  Secretary  of  War 
requested  the  Attorney- General  to  institute  proceedings  for  the  con- 
demnation of  certain  tracts  of  the  land,  and  also  of  the  public  road 
between  abutting  tracts.  In  September,  1897,  authority  was  received 
to  have  certain  additional  lines,  in  connection  with  a  former  survey  of 
the  locality  run  out,  in  order  to  complete  the  information  required  by 
the  United  States  district  attorney  before  commencing  condemnation 
proceedings,  and  this  information,  covering  23.068  acres  of  land  sought 
to  be  acquired,  was  transmitted  to  the  United  States  district  attorney 
in  October,  1897. 

In  June,  1898,  information  was  received  from  the  United  States  dis- 
trict attorney  that  he  had  received  instructions  to  institute  proceedings 
for  the  condemnation  of  two  additional  tracts  of  land,  one  of  7.354  acres 
and  one  of  2  acres. 

In  May,  1897,  authority  was  received  to  make  a  survey  of  another 
site,  with  a  view  of  determining  whether  there  will  be  sufficient  room 
for  mounting  the  guns  recommended  by  The  Board  of  Engineers. 

Money  statement 

Joly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $134,127.94 

Jnne  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 55. 60 

July  Ij  1898,  balance  unexpended 134,072.44 
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DEFENSES  OF  EASTERN  ENTRANCE  TO  LONG  ISLAND  SOUND  AND  COAST 

OF  CONNECTICUT. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  Smith  S.  Leach,  Corps  of  Eogineers;  assistant, 
Lient.  William  J.  Bardeu^  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  March  14, 1898,  and 
since  April  15, 1898;  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  George  L.  Gillespie, 
17.  S.  Volunteers,  Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

DEFENSES  OF  NEW  LONDON. 

On  the  west  side  of  harbor. — Aside  from  ordinary  deterioration  three 
has  been  no  change  in  the  condition  of  this  work  during  the  year. 

With  funds  from  the  appropriation  for  ^<!N^ational  Defense,"  act  of 
March  9, 1898,  a  15-inch  smoothbore  gun  in  the  north  exterior  battery 
was  moved  from  the  emplacement  nearest  the  enceinte  to  the  one  adja- 
cent. The  platform  was  prepared  by  the  Engineer  Department  and 
the  moving  and  mounting  were  done  by  the  garrison.  Two  15-inch 
smoothbore  guns  with  carriages  were  received  from  Fort  Washington. 
Platforms  were  prepared  and  the  guns  and  carriages  moved  h*om  the 
dock  to  the  platforms  by  the  Engineer  Department.  The  carriages  and 
guns  were  mounted  by  the  garrison.  No  other  changes  were  made  in 
the  armament. 

On  the  east  side  of  harbor, — The  condition  of  the  work  has  been 
improved  during  the  year  by  the  presence  and  labors  of  a  garrison  for 
a  short  period. 

Under  an  allotment  of  $33.50  for  renewing  coal  bin  and  parapet  steps 
lumber  was  purchased  for  the  purpose,  the  labor  to  be  supplied  by  the 
ordnance  sergeant. 

Under  a  project  for  temporary  batteries  at  other  points,  all  the  10-inch 
guns,  eleven  in  number,  were  removed  from  the  work  with  their  car- 
riages. The  platforms  were  not  disturbed.  No  other  changes  were 
made  in  the  armament. 

Money  statement. 

July  ly  1897,  balance  unexpended ^ $46.00 

July  15,  1897.  deposited  to  credit  of  Treasurer  United  States 46. 00 

January  7,  1898,  amount  aUotted  from  appropriation  for  Preservation  and 

repair  of  Fortifications 33.50 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 31. 83 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended L67 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 1.67 

DEFENSES  OF  THE  EASTERN  ENTRANCE  TO  LONG  ISLAND  SOUND. 

Umpla^ments  for  two  12inch B.  L.  rifles ow United  States  disappearing 
carriages^  model  1897. — At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  under  a 
contract  with  J.  W.  Hoffman  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  a 
dock  had  been  snbstantiaUy  completed,  plant  installed,  and  excavation 
for  concrete  finished. 

The  contract  expired  November  1, 1897,  at  which  date,  owing  to  delay 
in  completing  the  dock  for  reception  of  materials,  abont  a  month's  work 
remained  to  be  done.  The  contract  was  extended,  at  contractors'  cost, 
to  Jnne  30,  1898.  Work  was  resumed  about  May  1,  and  the  contract 
was  completed  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  but  the  work  had  not 
been  finally  accepted. 

These  two  12-inch  emplacemeute  ^v^  uo'tt  te^dy  for  armament. 
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Money  atatemenU, 

CONTRACT. 

Jnly  ly  1897,  balance  unexpended $107,587.32 

June  30, 189^,  ainonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 84, 306. 51 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 23,278.81 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities $13,860.04 

Jnly  1,  1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 9, 418. 77 

23,278.81 

ENGINKBRINQ,   SUFERVISION,  ETC. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $8,015.43 

June  30, 189NB,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 7,933.61 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 81.82 

Abstract  of  proposals  for  elsctrio  lighting  andpoioer  installation,  opened  March  S,  1S98, 

by  MaJ,  Smith  8,  Leach,  Corps  of  Engineers. 


Ko. 


al 
2 

3 

4 


Name  and  addresa  of  bidder. 


6 
6 


McCay-Howard  Engineerinff  Co.,  Baltimore,  Md 

New  tfersey  Foandry  and  Machins  Co..  New  York.  N.  Y  . 
The  De  LaVergne  Kefriserating  Haohine  Co.,  New  York. 
Weatinsboitiie,  Charch,  &err  &  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y: 
Weetinghonae  gaaoUne  engine  with  belt — 

No.  1 

No.  2 

No.  3 / 

Randall  P.  fiarron.  New  York 

Spragne  Electric  Co.,  New  York 


Oil  engine 
and  belt. 


$2,410 


2,100 
2,200 
3,068 


Electrical 
plant. 


$3,000.00 


3,285.00 
2,941.60 


Entire 
plant. 


$5,290 


a  Accepted. 

Contracts  in  force  during  the  fiscal  year* 

With  J.  W.  Hoffman  d&  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  for  building  two  12-inch  gun  emplace- 
ments. Contract  entered  into  December  11 ;  approved  December  31, 1896 ;  work  began 
May  1;  expiration,  Norember  1;  extended  October  23, 1897;  new  date  of  expiration^ 
June  30, 1898. 

With  McCay-Howard  Engineering  Company  (McCa^  Engineering  Company), 
Baltimore,  Md.,  for  electric  lighting  and  power  installation.  Contract  entered  into 
April  30;  approved  May  19;  work  began  June  15;  expiration,  July  15, 1898. 

Emplacements  for  two  lO-inch  B,  L,  rifles  on  United  States  disappearing 
carriageSy  model  1896^  and  a  mining  casemate, — At  the  beginning  of  the 
fiscal  year  advertisements  were  running  for  proposals  for  this  work. 
Bids  were  opened  July  28,  and  a  contract  entered  into  with  Mairs  & 
Lewis,  of  New  York,  the  lowest  bidders,  at  prices  aggregating,  for  esti- 
mated qaantities,  $75,727  for  the  emplacements  and  the  casemate,  and 
$26,700  for  a  dock,  the  latter  a  substantial  breakwater  pier.  Work 
under  the  contract  was  to  be  begun  within  thirty  days  after  notice  of 
award  and  completed  before  June  30, 1898. 

Work  was  begun  with  commendable  promptness  and  prosecuted 
vigorously  until  the  excayation  was  completed.  When  this  stage  was 
reached,  and  concrete  work  should  have  begun,  the  lack  of  competent 
direction  became  apparent,  and  has  continued  so. 

A  stonecrusher,  concrete  mixer,  and  derricks  were  installed,  and  a 
small  quantity  of  concrete  made  before  closing  down  for  the  winter. 
Operations  were  resumed  early  in  the  spring,  the  frost  risk  being 
assumed  by  the  United  States  to  facilitate  progress. 

A  damp-proof  course  over  magazines  and  passages,  not  provided  for 
in  the  original  contract,  was  introduced.  The  contractor  was  a>lso 
required  to  move  and  mount  a  carriage,  and  was  permitted  to  suq^Iy 
materials  and  labor  for  a  rapid-hre  emplacement. 
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At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  the  expiration  of  the  original 
contract,  the  work  was  but  little  more  than  half  done  in  point  of  quan- 
tity, though  considerably  more  than  half  done  in  point  of  time  and 
expenditnre.  An  extension  of  sixty  days  was  asked  and  granted,  the 
first  two  weeks  to  be  at  the  cost  of  the  United  States  for  inspection,  on 
account  of  delay  to  the  work  by  the  introduction  of  the  damp-proof 
course. 

The  gun  platform  of  No.  2  emplacement  was  completed  on  May  19, 
and  that  of  No.  1  on  June  28.  One  carriage  reached  the  island  on  May 
21,  and  its  removal  to  the  platform  began  at  once,  working  day  and 
night.  The  carriage  was  moved  over  a  horizontal  distance  of  513  yards 
and  through  a  vertical  distance  of  52  feet.  The  base  ring  reached  the 
platform  June  1,  was  set  June  11,  and  the  carriage  was  completely 
mounted  June  25.  Work  was  done  by  the  contractor  at  an  agreed  price 
of  $1,075.  In  addition,  the  United  States  supplied  timber  costing  $520, 
which  is  available  for  future  work  of  the  same  character. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  lower  of  the  two  emplacements  was 
up  to  subgrade,  2  feet  below  final  grade,  and  the  upper  one  was  up  to 
ceiling  level,  with  part  of  the  roof  beams  set  and  covered.  A  little 
excavation  only  had  been  done  on  the  mining  casemate. 

The  plant  employed  by  the  contractor  has  comprised,  at  its  maxi- 
mum, a  boiler  plant  and  pumps,  a  Gates  crusher,  a  Cockburn-Barrow 
continuous  concrete  mixer,  and  five  guy  derricks.  Stone  for  the  crusher, 
and  also  the  large  stone  for  concrete,  is  obtained  from  bowlders  on  the 
site,  which  are  broken  up  with  dynamite  and  handled  by  teams.  The 
sand  is  also  obtained  on  the  beach,  and  is  hauled  in  carts. 

The  contract  included  a  dock,  and  no  especial  requirements  as  to  the 
date  of  its  completion  were  introduced,  as  it  was  supposed  the  con- 
tractor's self-interest  would  induce  him  to  push  it  to  completion  in 
order  to  profit  by  its  use.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  not  completed  until 
after  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  all  of  the  contractor's  freighting 
has  been  done  by  lighters  and  small  boats  at  a  great  expense. 

Money  statements. 

CONTRACT. 

Angnst  12,  1S97,  amount  allotted  for  two  lO-inch  emplacemeats  and  a 

wharf $99,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  duiing  fiscal  year 37, 338. 47 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 61,661.53 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $17,438.72 

July  1, 1898,  covered  by  contract 44,222.81 

61,661.53 

TORPEDOES  FOR  HARBOR  DEFENSE. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $11,000.00 

June  SiO,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 634. 63 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 10, 365. 37 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $21.60 

July  1, 1898,  covered  by  contract 10,343.77 

10,365.37 

MOUNTING  AND  MOVING  GUNS. 

June  16, 1898,  amount  allotted * $2,750.00 

Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,482.30 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,267.70 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $164.70 

/nijr  1,  J898,  amount  involved 1,103.00 

1,267.70 
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July  1, 1897,  balance  anexpended $10,000.00 

June  80, 1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 7,510.64 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2,489.36 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 650.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  ayailable 1,839.36 

Ahsiraoi  of  proposals  for  constructing  gun  emplacements  and  a  mining  casemate,  opened 
by  Maj.  Smith  S,  Leaoh,  Corps  of  Engineers,  June  98,  1897. 


Ko. 


1 

a2 

3 

4 

5 
6 
7 
8 


yame  and  addreBs  of  bidder. 


Manhattan  Concrete  Co^  "Sew  York 

Hairs  &  Lewis,  New  York 

S.  &.E.  S.  Belden,  Hartford,  Conn 

Henry  C.  Moore.  New  York 

Brown  A.  Connell,  New  York 

Wm.  A.  Chapman,  Proridenoe,  R.  I 

Pat.  H.  Fitegerald,  New  London,  Conn 

J.W.Hofiinan&Co.,  Harrison  Building,  Philadelphia,  Pa 


Emplace* 
menta  and 
casemate. 


$104, 

75, 

130, 

84. 

124, 

105, 

111. 
102, 


817.00 
727.00 
436.00 
431.00 
355.00 
673.60 
525.22 
472. 20 


Wharf. 


$27,950.00 
26, 700. 00 
25, 755. 00 
21, 337. 50 
33, 107. 50 
23, 987. 50 
26,950.00 
25, 360. 00 


Total. 


$132, 
102, 
156, 
105, 
157, 
120, 
138, 
127, 


267.00 
427.00 
191.00 
768.50 
462. 50 
661.10 
475.22 
832.20 


a  Accepted. 

Abstract  of  proposals  for  electric  lighting  and  power  installationy  opened  hy  Maj.  Smith 

S.  Leach,  Corps  of  Engineers,  March  ^4, 1898. 


No. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


Clark  &  Mills,  Boston,  Mass 

Geo.  F.  Woolston,  New  York 

New  Jersev  Foundry  and  Machine  Co.,  New  York 

Spragne  Electric  Co.,  New  York 

J.F.Bnchuian  &.  Co.,  New  York 

De  La  Yergne  Refrigeratine  Co..  New  York 

Brown  Electrical  Construction  Co.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

McCay  Engineering  Co.,  Baltimore,  Md 

Manhattan  Supply  Co.,  New  York 


Homsby- 


Electrio 


AkroydoU   „panitu«, 
engine,       Ji^Jxl^^* 
with  belt.     <»n>Pl«t«- 


$2,000.00 
al,695.00 
1,831.00 
1,832.00 
2, 222. 00 
1, 832. 00 
1, 832.  do 
1, 832. 00 


$3,160.00 

3, 092. 00 

a  2, 710. 38 

3. 140. 00 

3,333.00 


4,500.00 
2,997.00 
2,895.00 


ToUl. 


$5,150.00 
4, 787. 00 
4.541.38 
4, 972, 00 
5.555.00 
1,832.00 
6, 3^:2. 00 
4, 789. 00 
2,895.00 


a  Lowest  bids.  Becommended  for  acceptance.   Aggregating  $4,405.38.    Amount  available  for  above 
work,  $4,500. 


Contracts  inferos  during  the  fiscal  year. 

Witb  Mairs  d&  Lewis,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  for  building  two  10-incb  gun  emplacements 
and  a  mining  casemate ;  contract  entered  into  August  11,  approved  August  28;  work 
begun  September  10,  1897 :  expiration,  June  30,  extended  to  August  31,  1898. 

With  New  Jersey  Foundry  and  Machine  Company,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  for  electrical 
apparatus;  contract  entered  into  April  6,  approved  April  23;  work  begun  June  15; 
expiration,  July  15,  1898. 

With  George  F.  Woolston,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  for  furnishing  a  Homsby-Akroyd  oil 
engine  and  belt;  contract  entered  into  April  8,  approved  April  22 ;  work  begun  June 
15;  expiration,  July  15, 1898. 

Temporary  defenses  at  Bridgeport,  New  Haven,  New  London,  and 
Stonington. — ^Ou  March  26,  1898,  under  iustractions  from  the  Chief  of 
Engineers,  a  project  was  submitted  for  the  temporary  defense  of  the 
vulnerable  points  of  the  Connecticut  coast  of  Long  Island  Sound  by 
the  erection  of  temporary  batteries  to  mount  10-inch  smoothbore  Bod- 
man  guns.  Eleven  of  these  guns  with  carriages  were  on  hand  at  Fort 
Griswold,  where  they  could  not  be  used  effectively.  The  project  also 
included  the  employment  of  batteries  of  siege  guns  at  threatened 
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points,  and  the  signaling  and  logistic  problems  incidental  to  their  use 
and  to  the  effective  disposition  of  infantry  supports.  The  project  was 
approved,  and  an  allotment  of  (20,000  was  made  irom  the  appropriation 
for  ^'l^ational  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898,  for  its  execation. 

A  chain  of  signal  stations  was  established,  occupying  prominent 
points  of  the  shore,  extending  from  Fishers  Island  on  the  east  to  Long 
Keck  on  the  west.  The  stations  established  were  connected  by  tele- 
phone. Arrangements  were  made  to  have  a  trunk  circuit  placed  under 
the  exclusive  control  of  the  United  States  in  case  of  necessity.  The 
stations  were  in  no  case  so  separated  by  distance  or  intervening  objects 
but  that  a  vessel  could  be  held  constantly  under  observation  from  her 
appearance  off  the  coast  until  she  had  passed  the  Connecticut-New 
York  line. 

Four  10-inch  guns  were  mounted  at  Bridgeport,  six  at  New  Haven, 
and  one  at  Stonington.  Two  of  the  guns  at  Bridgeport,  two  of  those 
at  New  Haven,  and  the  one  at  Stonington  were  placed  behind  break- 
waters, using  the  existing  structure  partly  as  a  foundation  and  partly 
as  a  parapet.  The  construction  of  the  platform  was  similar  in  each 
case,  and  is  shown  in  the  accompanying  sketch.*  Two  of  the  guns  at 
Bridgeport  and  four  of  those  at  New  Haven  were  mounted  behind  tem- 
porary parapets  of  earth  supported  by  a  breastheight  of  railroad  ties 
and  rails  disposed  as  shown  in  the  accompanying  sketch.*  The  arrange- 
ment provides  recesses  in  the  breastheight  for  the  ammunition  at  the 
gun  during  action.  The  guns  were  mounted  on  wooden  platforms,  the 
general  arrangement  of  which  is  also  indicated.  In  connection  with 
this  project,  three  platforms  for  15-inch  smoothbore  guns  were  prepared 
at  New  London,  and  two  carriages  and  guns  were  moved  from  the  wharf 
to  the  vicinity  of  the  platforms.  The  work  on  platforms  consisted  in 
setting  pintle  plates,  pintle  and  traverse  circles,  which  were  on  hand, 
but  had  not  been  placed. 

Money  statement 

Aprn2,  1898.  amoant  allotted $20,000.00 

June  30,  1898,  amoaut  expended  daring  fiscal  year 14, 822. 41 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 5,177.59 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilitieB 5,177.59 

Submarine  mines. — Of  the  four  principal  Connecticut  ports — Stouing- 
ton,  New  London,  New  Haven,  and  Bridgeport — it  was  deeided  to  close 
the  first  three  by  mines.  Bridgeport  has  a  channel  which  can  easily 
be  closed  by  inert  obstructions.  Mine  cases,  anchors,  compound  plugs, 
and  some  minor  parts  of  the  materiel  (all  old  pattern)  were  supplied 
from  the  depot.  The  remainder  of  the  system  was  improvised  from 
such  materials  as  could  be  readily  obtained. 

The  system  of  operation  adopted  comprised  a  closed  circuit  of  con- 
siderable resistance  for  testing  and  firing,  with  a  shunt  through  the 
circuit  closer  for  signaling.  The  circuits  were  separate  for  each  mine. 
The  connections  in  the  casemate  were  made  on  a  specially  designed 
switch  board,  the  elements  of  which,  one  for  each  mine,  consisted  of  an 
ordinary  numbered  telephone  drop  and  a  single-throw  switch  of  com- 
pact form,  which  in  one  position  put  the  signal  battery  onto  the  mine 
circuit  through  the  drop  magnet  and  in  the  other  threw  the  firing  bat- 
tery onto  the  mine  circuit,  cutting  out  signal  battery  and  drop. 

The  mine  could  be  fired  by  judgment  purely,  though  such  firing  was 

*  Not  published. 
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not  contemplated.  The  method  had  in  view  was  for  the  operator  to 
watch  the  keyboard,  and,  when  a  contact  was  signaled  by  dropping 
the  number,  throw  the  corresponding  switch  and  fire  the  mine.  Six 
Edison-Lalande  cells  were  ased  for  signaling,  and  180  chloride-accumu- 
lator, type  D5,  for  firing  battery.  The  latter  was  charged  from  a  rail- 
road circuit,  using  a  step  rheostat  to  adjust  voltage.  At  Few  London 
the  charging  current  was  carried  under  Thames  River  on  a  Ko.  4  rubber- 
covered,  braided  telephone  wire.  At  New  Haven  the  circuit  was  carried 
on  a  similar  wire  from  the  shore,  under  the  harbor,  to  the  breakwater, 
and  thence  along  the  breakwater  to  the  light-house  at  its  end.  The 
same  wire  of  Ko.  14  gauge  was  used  for  mine  circuits.  It  was  coated 
with  P.  and  B.  paint,  and  stopped  at  short  intervals  to  one-fourth  inch 
galvanized- wire  strand.  Fear  the  mine  the  strand  and  insulated  wire 
were  stopped  continuously  with  rubber  tape. 

In  the  mine  the  connections  were  as  usual,  except  that  a  150-ohm 
German-silver  coil  was  substituted  for  the  4,500-ohm  coil  and  magnetic 
cut-ont  of  the  circuit  regulator.  The  resistance  of  the  drop  magnet 
was  80  ohms  and  of  the  line,  on  the  average,  10  ohms;  hence  the  signal 
battery  had  to  be  worked  on  a  closed  circuit  of  about  15  ohms,  varying 
slightly  with  the  nnmber  of  mines,  which  were  in  parallel  as  a  sign^ 
circuit,  and  the  firing  battery  on  a  circuit  of  160  ohms. 

Daily  tests  were  made  by  measuring  the  resistance  of  each  circuit 
and  comparing  the  result  with  preceding  values.  When  the  resistance 
runs  low  the  best  results  are  obtainable  by  the  use  of  a  rather  strong 
current.  It  was  thought  that  if  the  current  were  increased  in  a  ratio 
no  greater  than  the  fall  of  resistance  due  to  the  leaks  the  amount  pass- 
ing through  the  fuse  would  not  be  sensibly  varied.  This  hypothesis  is 
correct  only  for  a  leak  or  shunt  between  the  battery  and  the  fuse.  One 
mine  at  New  Haven  exploded  under  test,  apparently  from  the  sticking 
of  the  circuit  closer  after  the  mine  had  been  struck.  This  put  the 
entire  testing  current  through  the  fuse,  and  it  happened  to  reach  the 
exploding  point,  though  only  after  several  seconds  of  flow.  After  this 
accident  the  testing  current  was  kept  below  the  safe  limit  of  the  fuse, 
regardless  of  the  change  in  resistance. 

In  this  connection  the  ofiBcer  in  charge  desires  to  acknowledge  the 
very  energetic  and  efficient  service  rendered  by  his  military  assistant, 
Lieut.  W.  J.  Barden,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  by  Prof.  W.  Lispenard 
Robb,  of  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  and  Prof.  H.  A.  Storrs,  of  the 
University  of  Vermont,  who,  in  the  capacity  of  principal  electricians, 
rendered  services  of  conspicuous  val  ae.  A  report  by  Lieuten  ant  Barden 
on  thC'New  London  mining  operations  is  herewith. 

Money  statement. 

May  5, 1898,  amount  allotted  from  appropriation  for  ''National  Defense," 

act  March  9, 1898 - $15,000.00 

May  25,  1898,  amount  allotted  from  same  appropriation 5, 000. 00 

June  10,  1898y  amount  allotted  from  same  appropriation 2, 000. 00 

June  29,  1891,  amount  allotted  from  appropriation  for  ''Torpedoes  for 
Harbor  Defense;  January  1, 1899/'  act  of  May  4, 1898 7, 000. 00 

29,000.00 
Jone  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 17, 701. 96 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 11,298.04 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $2,865.04 

July  1,  1898,  amount  involved 8,433.00 

11,298.04 
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RKPORT  OF  SECOND  LISUT.  WILLIAM  J.  BARDKN,  CORPS  OF  ENOINBBBS. 

New  London,  Conn.,  June  f,  2898. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  on  the  submarine  mining 
operations  for  the  defense  of  New  London  Harbor : 

In  the  beginning  of  the8e  operations  it  seemed  probable  that  none  of  the  materiel 
of  the  approved  system  would  be  available  for  use  here,  and  steps  were  accordingly 
taken  to  improvise  the  entire  system.  Subsequently  some  parts  of  the  approved 
materiel  were  sent  here,  so  that  the  system  as  finally  adopted  contains  both  approved 
and  improvised  materiel.  The  mine  oases,  compound  plugs,  circuit  closers,  anchors, 
shackles,  mooring  and  anchor  ropes  used  were  those  received  from  Willets  Point ; 
while  the  circuit  regulators,  cable,  and  materiel  of  the  operating  casemates  were 
improvised. 

The  novel  features  introduced  at  your  suggestion,  as  a  result  of  the  impossibility 
of  securing  the  regular  mining  matlriel,  are: 

First.  The  planting  of  the  mines  in  two  rows  instead  of  in  grand  groups,  the  two 
rows  and  the  mines  in  each  row  being  200  feet  apart,  those  in  the  upper  row  being 
opposite  the  intervals  of  those  in  the  hrst. 

Second.  The  use  of  a  separate  circuit  for  each  mine. 

Third.  The  use  of  a  circuit  of  low  resistance,  i.  e.,  150  ohms  instead  of  one  of 
4,500  ohms. 

Fourth.  The  use  of  a  firing  battery  of  sufficient  strength  to  fire  the  mine  through 
the  circuit  regulator  coil. 

Fifth.  The  arrangement  of  switch  board. 

Sixth.  The  use  ot  ordinary  insulated  wire  stopped  to  wire  strand  instead  of  iron- 
armored  cable. 

A  separate  magnet  and  drop  and  switches  for  signal  and  firing  battery  cirouits  are 
thus  required  for  each  mine.  The  switch  boards  or'  operating  boards  are  made  in 
panels,  each  containing  all  the  apparatus  for  twenty-five  mines,  arranged  for  con- 
venience in  groups  of  five.  The  signal  battery  and  firing  battery  switches  are  so 
connected  that  the  first  is  opened,  and  the  second  then  closed,  by  one  movement  of 
the  handle.  The  system  is  not  designed  for  purely  automatic  firing,  as  it  is  not 
intended  that  the  mines  shall  be  fired  through  the  circuit  made  by  closing  the  cir- 
cuit closer,  but  always  through  the  150  ohm  resistance  coil.  Two  methods  of  tiring 
are  possible :  First,  purely  judgment  firing,  as  in  the  typical  system,  with  the  advun- 
tage  that  only  one  mine  is  fired  at  a  time ;  second,  what  may  be  termed  contact  judg- 
ment firing,  in  which  the  drop  of  the  mine  number  and  the  ringing  of  a  bell  indicate 
the  contact  of  a  ship  against  the  mine,  which  is  then  fired  at  will  by  the  operator 
by  merely  closing  the  switch  lever. 

Six  £di8on-Lalande  cells  are  used  for  the  signal  battery  and  180  storage  battery 
cells  for  the  firing  battery.  The  latter  is  charged  from  the  street-railway  power 
house  in  New  London,  by  means  of  a  No.  4  heavily  insulated  Habirshaw  wire  laid 
as  a  cable  across  the  river  to  the  operating  casemate.  The  latter  is  located  close  to 
the  water,  but  behind  a  railroad  bank,  which  covers  it  from  both  view  and  fire  from 
the  water.  It  is  a  12- foot  by  12-foot  frame  building  covered  with  tarred  paper,  and 
is  fitted  with  all  necessary  testing  and  regulating  instruments,  i.  e.,  volt  meters, 
ammeter,  circuit  breaker,  regulating  resistance,  galvanometers,  and  portable  testing 
set,  and  is  lighted  by  four  220-volt  10-candlepower  incandescent  lights. 

FreparatioH  of  materiel. — The  wire  used  as  cable  was  first  painted  with  P  and  B. 
insulating  paint,  and  then  fastened  to  a  one-fourth-inch  diameter  wire  strand  at 
intervals  of  10  feet.  The  latter  is  designed  to  relieve  the  cable  from  longitudinal 
strain,  and  to  give  sufficient  weight  to  sink  it.  Fastenings  were  made  by  first  wrap- 
ping with  cloth  tape,  and  then  tying  with  copper  binding  wire.  For  50  or  60  feet 
adjacent  to  the  mine,  where  the  wear  and  strains  are  greatest,  this  taping  was  made 
continuous.  A  Turk's  head  was  inade  by  wrapping  the  insulated  wire  with  canvas, 
unstranding  the  wire  strand,  and  then  restranding  it  around  the  insulated  wire,  after 
which  the  two  wore  taped  and  wrapped  with  canvas  to  the  proper  size  for  the  collar. 
The  Turk's  head  was  then  made  in  tne  usual  manner. 

Planting. — A  scow  lashed  to  a  tug  and  large  enough  to  carry  all  the  mines,  anchors, 
and  mat<5riel  for  a  day's  work  was  used  for  planting.  The  drum  of  cable  was  car- 
ried on  a  small  steam  launch.  After  a  mine  was  planted  the  end  of  the  short  length 
of  cable  was  passed  to  the  men  in  the  launch,  who  spliced  the  strand,  jointed  the 
insulated  wire,  and  then  ran  the  cable  to  shore.  Twenty-three  mines  were  planted 
in  about  thirty  hours.  The  slow  progress  was  due  to  the  inexperience  of  tne  men 
and  the  difficulty  of  maneuvering  the  barge  in  a  strong  current.  Two  of  the  mines 
have  since  been  knocked  adrift  by  the  propellers  of  passing  steamers.  Both  were 
recovered,  and  it  was  found  that  the  wire  mooring  rope  had  pulled  out  of  the  clips 
which  are  used  to  fasten  it  to  the  mine  shackle. 

Testing,— The  most  satisfactory  daily  test  has  been  found  to  be  the  measurement 

of  the  resistance  of  the  circuit  of  each  mine.    This  can  be  quickly  made  with  suf- 

&cient  acoaraoy  to  determine  the  ef&cieuoy  of  the  mine.    Tne  condition  of  mines 
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ftnd  cables  to  date  has  been  on  the  whole  satisfaotorj.  In  three  caees  where  loss  of 
insnlation  was  indicated  the  fault  has  been  located,  and  found  to  be  in  the  cable  in 
the  mine  cap.  In  two  of  these  cases  the  cable  had  been  sharply  bent  where  it  leaves 
the  mine  and  the  insulation  broken  at  that  point.  In  the  third  case  the  Turk's  head 
was  allowed  to  project  so  far  inside  of  the  cap  that  when  the  latter  was  fastened  to 
the  mine  the  Turk's  head  pressed  against  the  cable  and  wore  off  the  insulation.  A 
quantity  of  armored  cable  is  to  be  sent  here  and  will  be  used  to  replace  the  tem- 
porary cable  now  in  use  as  soon  as  it  shows  signs  of  deterioration. 

In  the  work  of  preparation,  planting,  and  testing,  the  amount  of  labor  employed 
has  been  as  follows : 

Days. 

Principal  electricians 56 

Electncians 235f 

Machinists 146 

Riggers 40 

Carpenters 15| 

Powderman 8| 

Laborers 297 

Watchmen 59J 

These  figures  include  the  labor  required  for  the  preparation  of  about  20  miles  of 
cable  and  preliminary  work  on  sixty-three  mines  (i.  e.,  cleaning  and  painting,  load- 
ing and  testing  the  compound  pings,  cutting  the  mooring  and  anchoring  ropes,  and 
fastening  them  to  the  anchors),  for  use  at  New  Haven  Harbor. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Bardrn, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Corps  of  Engineere, 
MiJ.  Smith  8.  Lsach, 

Corpe  of  EnffineerBf  XT.  8.  A, 

JEtnplacem&nU  for  two  lO-^iich  B.  L,  rifles  on  United  States  disappearing 
carriages,  model  1896. — Telegraphic  instractioDS  to  proceed  to  the  con- 
struction of  these  emplacements  were  received  late  in  the  evening  of 
Thursday,  the  17th  of  March.  On  Friday  and  Saturday  arraugements 
were  made  for  supplying  labor  and  procuring  the  necessary  materials 
and  plant.  On  Monday,  the  2l8t,  a  small  force  of  men  was  sent  to  the 
island,  followed  by  a  larger  force  with  teams  on  the  22d.  Work  began 
on  the  night  of  the  22d  with  the  full  force  of  about  125  men  and  12 
teams.  The  excavation  was  confined  to  two  rectangles  sufficiently  large 
to  contain  the  gnn  platforms  proper,  and  was  pushed  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble day  and  night.  The  excavation  for  the  rear  gun  of  the  battery  was 
completed  on  the  27th,  and  the  laying  of  concrete  began  on  the  28th. 
The  gun  platform  of  the  rear  emplacement  was  completed,  except  the 
granolithic  finish,  on  the  5th  of  April,  at  which  time  the  excavation  for 
the  front  platform  was  finished.  Work  on  that  platform  began  imme* 
diately  and  was  completed  on  the  12th  of  April.  Inside  of  twenty  work- 
ing days  two  gun  platforms  were  in  readiness  for  carriages  in  a  bat^ 
tery  of  fuU  sunken  construction  involving  nearly  15,000  yards  of 
excavation. 

By  the  time  the  second  platform  was  finished,  ground  had  been 
opened  for  beginning  the  terrepleins  and  foundations.  Up  to  this 
time  and  for  some  days  subsequently,  concrete  was  made  partly  by 
hand  and  partly  in  the  mixer  of  the  contractors  for  the  12inch  emplace- 
ments, the  latter  being  hauled  in  carts  a  distance  of  about  1,200  feet. 
During  this  time  the  installation  of  a  concrete  and  transportation  plant 
had  been  pushed  with  all  possible  energy.  A  cement  house  of  4,000 
barrels  capacity  was  built;  a  trestle  of  sufficient  strength  to  carry  a 
7-ton  locomotive  was  constructed  to  connect  the  dock  with  the  con- 
crete mixer;  a  Cockburn-Barrow  continuous  mixer  was  procured  and 
installed  with  a  boiler  and  pump.  Derricks  were  procured  and  erected ; 
cars  and  track  material  purchased,  and  on  the  25th  day  of  April,  thirty- 
three  days  from  the  date  of  beginning,  the  concrete  plant  was  put  in 
operation.  After  a  few  days  of  experiment  and  training  the  work  of 
concrete  making  and  placing  reached  a  daily  rate  oi  2iQQ  ^ttcdL^Vw'^'d.K^ 
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in  ten  hoars.  Until  near  the  close  of  the  work  it  was  not  foand  prac- 
ticable to  ran  the  concrete  plant  more  than  ten  hoars  daily  on  account 
of  the  difficulty  of  supplying  material  fast  enough.  The  unloading 
facilities  on  the  dock  were  inadequate,  and  could  not  be  quickly 
enlarged;  and  the  rate  of  the  work  practically  depended  upon  the  work- 
ing of  the  derrick  on  the  end  of  the  dock.  Toward  the  close  of  the 
work,  when  for  various  reasons  a  supply  of  material  had  been  accumu- 
lated, the  hours  of  concrete  making  were  gradually  extended  to  eight- 
een or  twenty  per  day.  A  sketch*  of  the  arrangement  of  the  plant 
accompanies  this  report.  Its  main  features  were:  First,  the  collection 
of  materials  in  proper  proportions  for  the  mixer  and  their  delivery  on 
the  platform  by  means  of  cars  on  a  belt  railroad;  second,  the  delivery 
of  the  materisJ,  when  mixed,  in  similar  cars  also  on  a  belt  road.  The 
loaded  cars  were  raised  from  the  mixer  on  an  incline  to  a  point  above 
the  highest  level  of  concrete  in  the  work,  from  which  point  they  ran 
by  gravity  to  the  dump  and  returned  by  gravity  to  the  mixer.  The 
material  was  deposited  by  carrying  the  loaded  cars  over  the  emplace- 
ments on  a  portable  track  supported  by  trestles,  and  dumping  them 
where  desired.  The  trestles  were  first  placed  about  4  feet  above  ceil- 
ing level  for  the  lower  part  of  the  work,  and  later  were  raised  to  a  level 
high  enough  to  allow  the  concrete  to  be  finished  underneath  them* 
The  maximum  fall  of  material  from  the  cars  was  about  15  feet.  This 
method  was  adopted  with  some  apprehension,  but  experience  with  it 
shows  that  it  is  not  at  all  objectionable,  and  in  some  respects  advan- 
tageous. 

In  charging  the  mixer  crushed  stone  was  shoveled  into  a  car  to  a 
certain  mark,  gauging  its  quantity,  and  this  partly  loaded  car  was  then 
shoved  along  to  cement  platform,  where  the  requisite  charge  of  sand 
was  shoveled  in  from  one  side,  and  3  bags  of  cement  emptied  in 
from  the  other,  the  first  bag  being  near  the  bottom,  the  second  about 
the  middle,  and  the  third  near  the  top  of  the  charge  of  sand.  This  dis- 
tribution gave  a  preliminary  incorporation  of  sand  and  cement.  The 
car  was  then  run  around  to  the  platform  and  dumped.  The  materials  at 
this  stage  were  substantially  unmixed.  They  were  turned  once  with 
shovels,  and  then  shoveled  into  the  hopper  by  a  peculiar  motion,  which 
was  about  equivalent  to  another  turning.  Under  this  arrangement  the 
concrete  came  out  in  entirely  satisfactory  condition.  The  charge  of 
water  was  regulated  by  a  laborer,  who  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  keep 
his  hand  on  a  valve  and  see  that  the  concrete  went  into  the  car  at  the 
proper  consistency.  When  for  any  reaaon  a  portion  of  concrete  came 
out  too  dry,  it  was  found  very  convenient  to  moisten  it  by  a  fine  spray 
from  a  nozzle  attached  by  a  short  piece  of  hose  to  the  supply  pipe. 

The  elevated-track  system  for  placing  the  concrete  was  more  the  out- 
growth of  forced  conditions  than  of  any  conviction  that  its  use  would 
be  advantageous.  The  emplacements  occupy  practically  the  entire 
width  of  the  island  at  the  point  where  they  are  situated,  and  there  was 
no  room  for  the  guys  of  derricks.  Three  small  stiff-legged  derricks 
were  erected,  but  their  use  was  found  so  inconvenient  on  account  of 
their  small  reach  and  necessity  of  frequent  moving  that  they  were  finally 
abandoned.  The  overhead-track  method  proved  to  be  exceedingly  expe- 
ditious and  convenient  for  placing  concrete,  Ijut  exactly  the  reverse  of 
these  conditions  for  handling  the  large  stone.  It  was  necessary  to  use 
stone  of  a  size  which  could  be  dumped  from  the  cars  in  the  same  way 
that  the  concrete  was  dumped,  and  even  then  much  time  was  lost  by 
precautions  necessary  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  car  from  leaving  the 

*  Not  published. 
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track  when  the  stone  went  off,  and  also  from  the  necessity,  in  frequent 
cases,  of  moving  a  stone  which  did  not  fall  properly,  without  any  appli- 
ances other  than  men's  hands  and  light  crowbars.  For  these  reasons 
the  amount  of  such  stone  placed  in  the  work  was  reduced  to  a  minimum 
of  between  10  and  12  per  cent  of  the  total  volume  of  concrete.  The  per- 
centage, however,  where  the  stone  was  actually  placed  is  larger,  since 
its  use  was  limited  to  the  edges  and  top  of  the  mass.  No  attempt  was 
made  to  place  it  in  the  interior  of  the  work. 

The  average  weather  during  this  construction  was  rather  unfavorable. 
There  were  three  heavy  easterly  storms  of  about  a  week  each  in  dura- 
tion, which  caused  almost  complete  suspension  of  work.  The  emplace- 
ments were  substantially  completed  on  the  25th  of  June,  or  three 
months  and  three  days  from  the  date  of  beginning.  The  work  remain- 
ing to  be  done  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  was  the  excavation  of  a 
road  to  the  rear  terreplein,  the  setting  of  doors,  the  placing  of  cranes 
and  ammunition  lifts,  and  hanging  trolleys  and  blocks.  The  doors 
would  have  been  in  place  had  the  parties  who  engaged  to  build  them 
delivered  them  at  the  date  agreed  upon.  The  ammunition  lifts  were 
not  ordered,  as  it  was  thought  best  to  have  a  test  of  the  worm  and 
gear  type  in  the  12-inch  emplacements  before  ordering  any  more  of  that 
kind.  With  the  lifts,  through  the  motors,  the  electric  plant  was  also 
involved  in  uncertainty,  and  its  procurement  deferred.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  three  months  from  the  date  of  beginning  these  emplacements, 
they  were  so  far  advanced  that,  had  guns  been  mounted,  ammunition 
could  have  been  stored  and  served  without  serious  inconvenience  and 
the  guns  advantageouly  worked. 

This  rate  of  progress  is  possible  only  under  the  conditions  attendant 
upon  this  particular  work.  All  the  operations  were  regarded  as  emer- 
gent to  the  extent  of  dispensing  with  every  element  of  delay  in  the 
procurement  of  materials  and  supplies.  This  necessarily  entailed  some 
expense,  particularly  in  the  matter  of  excavation,  which,  in  order  to 
permit  the  platforms  to  be  begun  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  was 
conducted  in  the  least  economical  manner.  It  is  interesting  to  know, 
however,  that,  when  the  conditions  do  justify  such  work,  it  can  be  done 
BO  rapidly.  The  increased  expense,  while  appreciable,  is  not  so  great 
as  would  be  supposed. 

Time  has  not  sufficed  as  yet  to  prepare  a  statement  of  the  expendi- 
tures showing  the  itemized  costs  of  different  features  of  the  work. 

Money  statement. 

NATIONAL  DKFENSBy  ACT  OF  MARCH  9,  1898. 

Chin  emplacemenlB, 

March  18, 1898.  amoant  allotted $50,000.00 

May  19,1898,  amount  allotted 31,000.00 

June  11, 1898,  amoant  aUotted 19,000.00 

100, 000. 00 
Jane  30j  1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiecal  year 69, 509. 64 

Jaly  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 30,490.36 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities ^ $22,000.00 

July  1,  1898,  amount  iavolved 8,490.36 

30,490.36 

Transporting  guns. 

Jane  10, 1898,  amoant  allotted $3,000.00 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 3,000.00 

Search  light, 

June  10, 1898,  amount  allotted $500.01^ 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available ^*».^ 
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Umplacements  for  two  S-inch  B.  L,  rifles  on  barbette  carriages  (IS-ineh 
smooth-bore  converted). — Uuder  date  of  April  27  the  Chief  of  Engineers 
directed  the  constraction  of  these  emplacements.  The  letter  was  re- 
ceived on  the  afternoon  of  April  29.  In  the  evening  of  the  30th  a  con- 
tract was  closed  for  the  constraction  of  a  pile  dock.  Piles  were  cut  and 
hauled  Snnday  aud  Sanday  night,  the  1st  of  May,  and  on  the  2d  pile  driv- 
ing began  at  the  point.  As  soon  as  the  dock  was  sufficiently  advanced 
to  permit  landing  lumber  carpenters  were  pat  ashore  and  the  erection 
of  buildings  began.  The  dock  was  completed  on  the  21st  of  May,  and 
machinery  and  timber  were  landed.  By  the  close  of  the  month  a  build- 
ing for  office  and  quarters,  one  for  laborers  and  blacksmith  shop,  aud  a 
cement  shed  of  4,000  barrels  capacity  had  been  completed.  A  supply 
trestle  was  nearly  done,  track  laid  on  the  beach  for  buUding  sea  wall, 
temporary  concrete  platforms  built,  and  a  supply  of  sand  and  gravel 
collected.  Forms  were  up  for  the  left  gun  platform,  and  concrete  mix- 
ing began  on  the  Ist  of  June.  The  making  and  placing  of  concrete  con- 
tiuued  during  the  month,  during  the  first  half  of  which  operations  were 
carried  on  in  the  daytime  only,  but  in  the  latter  half  some  work  was  done 
at  night.  About  2,500  yards  were  placed,  completing  the  left  gun  plat- 
form, except  the  additional  mass  to  take  the  barbette  carriage  and 
bringing  the  parapet  and  rooms  to  ceiling  level  from  the  left  flank  to 
the  right  gun  platform.  About  800  tons  of  stone  were  landed  on  the 
dock,  transported  on  cars  under  a  derrick  on  the  beach,  and  laid  in  the 
sea  wall,  covering  about  160  feet  of  the  iront.  Nearly  as  much  was  laid 
in  the  deeper  water  from  a  small  scow  carrying  a  derrick. 

At  this  point  concrete  mixing  is  done  by  hand  exclusively.  The  site 
is  restricted  in  area  and  of  low  relief,  not  at  all  favorable  for  the  inst^- 
lation  of  a  concrete  mixer.  Materials  are  collected  in  a  car  in  proper 
proportions  and  damped  on  the  mixing  platform.  Each  car  has  a  par- 
tition in  it,  forming  two  compartments  proportioned  in  size  to  the  vol- 
ume of  crushed  stone  and  sand  desired.  The  larger  compartment  is 
filled  with  stone  from  the  pile  under  the  trestle,  the  car  is  then  pushed 
along  opposite  the  cement  house,  where  the  sand  compartment  is  filled 
from  the  sand  pile  and  three  bags  of  cement  unopened  thrown  on  top. 
When  the  car  is  dumped  the  stone  and  sand  fall  in  separate  piles.  The 
sand  and  cement  are  dry-mixed  and  then  formed  into  a  circular  ridge, 
making  a  basin  or  bowl,  the  proper  proportion  of  water  is  placed  inside 
of  this  and  the  mortar  mixed  with  shovels.  It  is  then  spread  out,  the 
charge  of  stone  shoveled  on  top  of  it,  and  the  whole  turned  twice  by 
hand. 

Money  statement. 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE,  ACT  OF  MARCH  9,  1898. 

April  27,  1898,  amount  aUotted $12,000.00 

May  2,  1898,  amount  allotted 30,000.00 

May  19,  1898,  amount  allotted 23,000.00 

66,000.00 
June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 13, 905. 68 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended. c 51,094.32 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities $15,000.00 

July  1,  1898,  amount  involved 36,094.32 

61,094.32 

Emplacement  for  a  4.7-inch  rapid-fire  gun. — Under  date  of  March  19, 
the  Chief  of  Engineers  directed  the  construction  of  two  emplacements  for 
4.7-inch  rapid-fire  gnns.  Final  instructions  were  received  on  April  8. 
Excavation  for  the  two  emplacements  was  begun  on  the  same  day  with 
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laborers  furnished  by  tbe  contractor  for  the  10-inch  emplacements. 
StractQral  iron  and  some  other  materials  for  the  two  emplacements 
were  purchased  aud  delivered.  On  the  14th  of  April  information  was 
received  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers  that  the  assignment  of  guns  to 
this  locality  had  been  canceled ;  but,  in  view  of  the  probability  that  one 
gun  could  be  obtained  later,  the  construction  of  one  of  the  emplacements 
was  ordered  continued  and  the  other  stopped. 

During  the  month  of  April  the  excavation  for  Ko.  1  emplacement  was 
complete,  forms  set,  and  about  half  the  concrete  laid.  During  May 
the  concrete  mass  was  completed,  leaving  only  the  granolithic  finish  to 
be  placed,  and  the  gun  and  carriage  were  received  and  mounted.  The 
gun  was  ready  for  service  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  of  May. 

On  account  of  the  relatively  small  quantity  of  work  involved  and  its 
isolated  position,  the  expense  of  construction  was  relatively  very  great. 
Tbe  total  cost  of  the  emplacement  will  reach  (9,000.  As  an  example 
of  the  difficulties  encountered,  it  may  be  stated  that  after  experiment- 
ing in  various  directions  it  was  found  that  the  cheapest  way  to  obtain 
aggregate  for  concrete  was  to  break  up  bowlders  on  the  site,  the  work 
being  done  by  hand.  All  material  used  had  to  be  hauled  a  mile  over  a 
sandy  road. 

Time  has  not  permitted  as  yet  a  proper  analysis  of  the  expenditures 
to  be  made  in  form  suitable  for  publication. 

Money  statements. 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE,   ACT  OF  MARCH  9,   1898. 

Gun  emplacements, 

April  6, 1898,  amoant  allotted $6,000.00 

June  10, 1898;  amoant  allotted 3,000.00 

9,000.00 
JniieSO,  1898,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 6,503.24 

July  1, 1898,  balance  anexpended 2,496.76 

Jnly  1,  1898,  ontstanding  liabilities $2,193.95 

July  1, 1898,  amount  involved 302.81 

2, 496. 76 

Search  light. 

June  10, 1898,  amoant  allotted $650.00 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 650.00 

Purchase  of  sites  for  fortifications  and  seacoast  defenses. — At  the  date 
of  last  Annual  Eeport,  a  negotiation  for  purchase  of  a  site  containing 
about  225  acres  having  resulted  in  failure,  proceedings  for  condemna- 
tion had  been  decided  upon,  and  the  petition  filed.  During  the  fiscal 
year  a  commission  has  been  appointed,  and  has  held  frequent  sittings 
at  the  site  and  in  New  York.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  evi- 
dence was  all  in  and  arguments  of  counsel  submitted. 

About  April  1,  under  instructions  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  nego- 
tiations were  entered  into,  through  a  private  agent,  for  the  purchase  of 
another  tract  of  land  required  for  defensive  purposes  on  the  north  side 
of  the  entrance  to  the  Sound.  An  option  was  secured  for  the  purchase 
of  three  tracts,  aggregating  over  60  acres,  at  $5,500,  the  purchase  to  be 
consummated  within  three  months.  Under  authority  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  this  option  was  closed  by  payment  of  $150.  During  the  three 
months  that  the  option  ran  the  matter  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Department  of  Justice,  the  title  examined,  deeds  drawn  and  signed, 
and  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  the  day  on  which  the  option  expired,  a 
payment  of  $5,650  was  made,  and  the  property  passed  to  the  ownership 
of  the  United  States. 
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Money  statement 

March 31, 1898,  amoant  allotted $5,650.00 

June  30,1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5, 660. 00 


4  E. 

DEFENSES  OF  NEW  YORK— AT  EASTERN  ENTRANCE  TO  HARBOR,  ON 
ISLANDS  IN  HARBOR,  ON  STATEN  ISLAND,  AND  AT  SOUTHERN 
ENTRANCE  TO  HARBOR,  ON  LONG  ISLAND  AND  SANDY  HOOK. 

Officer  in  charge  at  eastern  entrance  to  harbor,  on  islands  in  harbor, 
and  on  Staten . Island,  Maj.  Henry  M.  Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers; 
assistants,  Lieut.  Kobert  B.  Raymond,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  Lieut 
James  F.  Mclndoe,  Corps  of  Engineers,  the  latter  since  April  11, 1898; 
torpedo  defenses  at  eastern  entrance  to  harbor  in  charge  of  Maj.  John 
6.  D.  Knight,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  April  6, 1898;  officer  in  charge 
of  defenses  on  Long  Island  and  at  Sandy  Hook,  Brig.  Gen.  William 
Ludlow  (now  Maj.  Gen.),  U.  8.  Volunteers,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  until  April  21, 1898;  after  that  date,  Maj.  Henry  M.  Adams, 
Corps  of  Eugtneers:  assistants,  Lieut.  Robert  McGi'egor,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  and  Lieut.  Edwin  E.  Stuart,  Corps  of  Engineers,  the  latter 
since  April  16, 1898;  Division  Engineer,  Brig,  Gen,  George  L.  Gillespie, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  Colonel,  Corps. of  Engineers. 

AT  EASTERN  ENTRANCE  TO  HARBOR. 

Mortar  battery  for  sixteen  12-inch  mortars. — July  1, 1897,  the  mortar 
battery  was  completed  and  mortars  mounted;  the  installation  of  elec- 
tric plant  for  lighting  the  battery  had  been  begun. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  electric  lighting  appliances  were 
completed. 

Under  an  allotment  from  the  appropriation  for  ^<  National  Defense," 
an  earth  parapet  has  been  constructed  in  front  of  the  practice  battery 
(one  8-inch  converted  rifle  and  one  15-inch  smooth-bore  gun),  and  maga- 
zines have  been  built.  It  is  designed  to  alter  the  15-inch  carriage  for 
one  8-inch breeehloading  rifle  as  soon  as  the  latter  gun  is  delivered. 

Preservation  and  repair  of  fortifications. — Under  an  allotment  for 
improving  the  drainage  of  the  mortar  battery,  and  for  introducing  a 
water  supply  to  each  pit,  the  catch  basins  and  gratings  at  the  gallery 
openings  have  been  enlarged,  and  the  north  magazine  floor  has  been 
graded.    The  water  pipes  are  being  laid  to  the  pits. 

Money  statements. 

GUN  AND  MORTAR  BATTERIES. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $8^196.70 

December  21, 1897,  amount  transferred  to  another  work $1, 297. 29 

June  80, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 6, 899. 41 

8,196.70 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE,  ACT  OF  MARCH  9,  1898. 

April  18, 1898,  amount  allotted  for  conBtruction  of  parapet. . .    $2, 500. 00 
April  27, 1898,  amount  allotted  for  one  emplacement  for  8-inoh 
B.  L.  rifle 3,000.00 

$6,600.00 

June  SO,  1898,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 2, 941. 74 

^^^^^""^^^■""^■^ 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2,568.26 

July  1,1898,  outstanding  liabilities 1,042.65 

JnJjr  1, 1898,  balance  avaUable 1,615.61 
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PRESERVATION  AND  REPAIR  OF  FORTIFICATIONS. 

December  9,  1897,  amount  allotted  for  purchase  of  electric 
supplies $61.58 

March  JG,  1898,  amount  allotted  for  correction  of  defective 

drainage,  etc 2  500.00 

^,561.68 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 245. 40 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 2,316.18 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 156.13 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 2,160.05 

On  the  northern  side  of  entrance. — These  works  consist  of  an  old  stone 
fort  and  outlying  batteries,  with  modern  battery  for  two  10-inch  breech- 
loading  rifles  and  one  position  for  12-iuch  breech-loading  rifle,  on  disap- 
pearing carriages. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  past  fiscal  year  the  platforms  for  the  10-inch 
guns  were  ready;  the  parapet,  magazines,  and  appliances  for  handling 
ammunition  were  incomplete.  Construction  on  the  12-inch  emplace- 
ment had  not  been  begun. 

Ttpo  emplacements  for  lO-ineh  rifles. — At  this  battery  during  the  past 
fiscal  year  2,864  cubic  yards  of  concrete  were  placed  in  parapet  and 
magazines,  completing  the  concrete  work;  the  earth  slopes  were  filled, 
grs^ed,  and  sodded.  Lifts,  trolleys,  cranes,  and  appliances  for  hand- 
ling ammunition  have  been  placed.  The  battery  is  completed  except 
minor  repairs  to  the  ammunition  lifts  and  the  introduction  of  water 
supply,  which  is  being  made.  No  method  of  lighting  the  magazines  is 
yet  provided.  The  guns  and  carriages  are  mounted,  and  the  battery 
was  turned  over  to  the  commanding  ofiicer  May  5, 1897. 

Umplacetnent  for  12  inch  rifle. — At  this  emplacement  the  concrete 
work  of  the  parax>et,  platform,  and  magazines,  and  the  earthwork  of 
the  parapet  are  completed.  The  cranes  and  trolley  for  handling  ammu- 
nition have  been  set  up.    The  platform  is  ready  for  mounting  the  gun. 

To  complete  the  emplacement  there  remains  the  partial  sodding  of 
earthwork,  grading  rear  slo])e,  removal  of  a  small  amount  of  old  ma- 
sonry, the  placing  of  ammunition  hoist,  and  the  introduction  of  water 
supply.    ]No  arrangement  for  lighting  the  magazines  is  yet  adopted. 

Preservation  and  repair  of  fortifications. — The  caving  bank  in  front 
of  the  10  inch  battery  has  been  partly  protected  by  building  a  riprap 
wall  in  front  of  it,  at  and  near  high-water  mark.  The  gallery  of  the 
second-tier  casemate  quarters  was  repaired  and  a  platform  for  an  8-inch 
converted  rifle  was  built. 

tiea  wall  at  Fort  Schuyler^  N.  Y.— The  protection  of  the  sea  wall  by 
placing  riprap  along  its  base  was  continued  until  the  available  fundfs 
were  exhausted. 

Money  statements. 

GUN  AND  MORTAB  BATTKRIES. 

Jnljr  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $77,123.18 

Jane  9, 1898,  amount  allotted  for  moving  12-inch  gun  and  car- 
riage       1,500.00 

Jane  28, 1898,  amonnt  allotted  for  water  supply 75. 00 

$78, 698. 18 

June  90, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 73,611.08 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 5,087.10 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 3,331.26 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  available « 1^'^^.%^ 

BNG  98 40 
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PBE8ERVATI0N  AND  REPAIR  OF  FORTIFICATIONS. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $1,904.10 

January  8, 1898,  amount  allotted  for  repairs  to  gallery 150. 00 

March  16, 1898,  amount  allotted  for  platform  &r  8-inch  con- 
verted rifle 200.00 

$2,254.10 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2,140.55 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 113.55 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 112.50 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1.05 

SEA  WALLS  AND  EMBANKMENTS. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $884.00 

June  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 884. 00 

On  the  southern  side  of  entrance. — July  1,  1897,  emplacements  Nos. 
1, 2,  and  3  of  the  gun  battery  were  nearly  completed ;  work  on  emplace- 
ment No.  6  and  on  the  rebuilding  of  eight  platforms  of  the  mortar 
battery  had  been  just  begun. 

Gun  battery^ — During  the  past  fiscal  year  emplacements  Nos.  1,  2, 
and  3  have  been  completed  and  the  parapet  covered  with  a  water- 
proofing of  asphalt. 

IJmplacement  No.  6. — ^The  concrete  work  is  finished  and  the  earth- 
work nearly  finished.  Ammunition  lift,  trolley,  and  cranes  for  hand- 
ling ammunition  are  in  place.  Water  pipes  have  been  laid  to  these 
emplacements. 

Work  on  the  two  emplacements  for  rapid-fire  guns  was  begun  in 
April,  1898.  The  platforms  are  nearly  completed  and  the  magazine 
walls  are  built  up  to  the  platform  level. 

Work  of  excavating  the  sites  for  emxilacements  Nos.  4  and  5  was 
l)egun  June  15, 1898. 

Mortar  battery. — ^The  eight  platforms  for  modern  12-inch  mortars  have 
l)een  built,  and  mortars  and  carriages  are  mounted.  There  remains 
the  completion  of  grading  of  the  pit  fioors  and  of  building  side  walls 
in  the  pits  and  the  introduction  of  water  supply. 

Preservation  and  repair  of  fortifications, — During  the  fiscal  year  the 
sea  wall  was  repaired  by  placing  1,493  cubic  yards  of  riprap  along  its 
base.  Repairs  were  made  to  the  engineer  wharf  and  buildings;  the 
sewer  under  the  stone  fort  was  pumped  out  and  cleaned;  pipes  and 
fittings  were  placed,  and  water  supply  introduced  at  the  several 
emplacements  of  the  gun  battery. 

Money  statements. 

GUN  AND  MORTAR  BATTERIK8. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $59,631.13 

December21, 1897,  amonnt  allotted  for  two  emplacements  for 

R.F.guns 9,000.00 

Hay  6,   1898,   amonnt   allotted   for   asphalt   waterproofing 

emplacements 6, 600. 00 

June  4, 1898,  amonnt  allotted  for  two  12-inch  emplacements .  100, 000. 00 

June  15,  1898,  amount  aUotted  for  completion  of  eight  mor- 
tar platforms « 8,000.00 

$177, 231. 13 

JTune  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 59, 130. 89 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 118,100.24 

July  1, 1898, outstanding  liabilities 20,013.26 

-foiy  i  1895,  balance  available 98,086.98 
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PRK8KRVATI0N   AND   RErAIR  OF   FORTIFICATIONS. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $2,000.00 

January  8, 1898,  amount  allotted 1,000.00 

May  18, 1898,  amount  allotted 550.00 

June  30y  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 


July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended  .. 
July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 


$3, 550. 00 
3, 352. 48 

197752 
157. 69 

39783 


AT  SOUTHKTIN  ENTRANCE  TO  HARBOE. 

Defenses  on  Long  Island. — These  consist  of  a  stone  fort  and  out- 
lying batteries  with  modern  defenses. 

July  1. 1897,  emplacements  Nos.  6  and  7  of  the  10-inch  battery  were 
completed,  and  emplacement  No.  6  was  complete  ercept  setting  the 
base  rings  and  ammunition  lifts.  Work  on  emplacement  No.  4  had  just 
been  begun.   Construction  of  other  emplacements  had  not  been  begun. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  following  work  has  been  done: 

Ten-inch  battery. — Emplacements  Nos.  4  and  5  have  been  completed, 
and  with  Nos.  6  and  7  turned  over  to  tlie  commanding  ofScer.  In  these 
emplacements  guns  are  mounted  and  in  readiness  tor  service.  Under 
an  allotment  from  the  appropriation  for  *'  National  Defense,"  work  upon 
emplacements  Nos  3, 2,  and  1  was  begun;  the  platforms  for  Nos.  3  and 
2  are  ready  for  carriages,  and  at  No.  1  excavation  is  in  progress. 

Tirelve  inch  positions. — Under  an  allotment  from  the  appropriation  for 
**  National  Defense,'' work  on  construction  of  two  emplacements  for 
12-inch  breech-loading  rifles,  barbette,  on  nondisappearing  carriages 
has  been  begun.  Excavation  for  foundations  is  in  progress,  and  laying 
of  concrete  commenced. 

Under  allotment  from  the  appropriation  for  "Gun  and  Mortnr  Bat- 
teries," the  construction  of  two  emplacements  for  12inch  breech-loading 
rifles  on  disappearing  carriages,  model  1897,  was  authorized  June  27, 
1898.  Detail  plans  for  these  emplacements  have  been  submitted  and 
approved. 

Rapid-fire  guns. — Construction  of  two  emplacements  for  4,7-inch 
rapid-fire  guns  was  authorized,  under  allotment  from  appropriation  for 
^<  National  Defense."  Plans  for  conversion  of  platforms  7  and  8  of 
15-inch  gun  battery  (water  battery)  to  meet  the  requirements  for 
rapid-fire  guns  were  approved,  and  the  emplacements  were  completed 
and  gnns  mounted  May  17, 1898. 

Twelve  inch  breech-loading  mortars. — June  27, 1898,  an  allottmcnt  from 
appropriation  for  ^*Gun  and  Mortar  Batteries,"  was  made  for  construc- 
tion of  a  battery  of  eight  12-inch  mortars.  Plans  for  the  work  are 
being  prepared. 

The  following  table  shows  the  dates  when  it  is  estimated  the  plat- 
forms of  these  several  emplacements  will  be  ready  to  receive  armament, 
and  when  the  emplacements  may  be  wholly  completed : 


lO-ineb  battery: 

Nofi.  7, 6, 5,  and  4 ■ 

No.3 

No.2 

No.l 

12-ineh  positioni} : 

No.l 

No.2 

Koi.3  aod  4 

If oitar  battery :  8  positions. 


Platforms 

ready  for 

armament. 


Now 

Now 

July  81, 1898 


Emplacement 

to  be 

completed. 


Already. 
A^uff.  1,1818 
Si'pt.  1,1898 
Sept.  30, 1898 


July  15. 1898    Nov.  15, 1898 


Aug.  1,1898 
Nut.  30, 1898 
Nov.  30, 1898 


Sept.  30, 1898 
Jane  30, 1899 
JunQ3Qa8M 
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Preservation  and  repair  of  fortifications. — Daring  the  past  year  the 
sea  wall  iu  front  of  the  10-inch  battery  was  repaired,  and  slopes  of  the 
water  battery  were  repaired  and  sodded. 

Platforms  3, 4, 5,  and  6  of  the  water  battery  were  altered  for  8-inch 
converted  rifles,  and  carriages  and  guns  were  moanted. 

Money  statements. 

GUN  AND  MORTAR  BATTERIES. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpeuded $57, 132.42 

June  27,  1898,  amounts  allotted 200,000.00 

257, 132. 42 

Jnne  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year $53, 747. 95 

Restored  to  appropriation... ••• 3,000.00 

56,747.95 

Jnly  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 200,384.47 

July],  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 349.38 

Jnly  1,  1898,  balance  av^ailable 200,035.0$ 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE,  ACT  MARCH  9,   1898. 

March  18, 1898,  amount  allotted  for  three  10-inch  gun  emplace- 
ments    $75,000.00 

Jnne  10  1898,  amount  allotted  for  three  10-inch  gun  emplace- 
ments      25,000.00 

$100, 000. 00 

April  6,  1898,  amount  allotted  for  two  4.7-inch  R.  F.  gun  emplacements..      6, 000. 00 

April  25,  1898,  amount  allotted  for  two  emplacements  for  12- 
inch  B.  L.  guns,  on  barbette 40, 000. 00 

June  10,  1898,  amount  allotted  for  two  emplacements  for  12- 
inch  B.  L.  guns,  on  barbette 40,000.00 

80,000.00 

186, 000. 00 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 24,880.46 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 161, 119.54 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding Uabilities 13,231.58 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 147,887.9© 

PRESERVATION  AND  REPAIR  OF  FORTIFICATIONS. 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended $2,213.68 

June  SHD,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year $1, 491. 66 

Transferred  to  another  work 200.00 

1,694.66 

July  1,  1898,  balance  nnexpended 519.02 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 338.85 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 180.17 

Defenses  on  Staten  Island. — These  fortifications  consist  of  two  old 
casemate  stone  forts  and  outlying  batteries,  with  modern  defenses. 

July  1, 1897,  a  mining  casemate  and  torpedo  storage  building  and 
tank  had  been  constructed;  a  5-gun  battery  for  8-inch  rifles  had  been 
completed;  the  two  batteries  (four  emplacements)  for  10-inch  guns  had 
been  finished  except  the  ammunition  lifts  and  minor  details. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  following  work  has  been  done. 

Mining  casemate  and  torpedo  building  and  tank, — An  oil  engine  has 
been  installed  in  the  mining  casemate,  water  supply  has  been  intra- 
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duced,  and  a  passage  lias  been  opened  from  the  casemate  to  the  chan> 
nel.  In  the  storage  building  a  bridge  crane  has  been  mounted  and  use^ 
for  handling  torpedo  cases  and  apparatus;  a  storage  room  29  by  13  feet 
and  10  feet  high  has  been  partitioned  off  in  the  east  corner  of  the  build- 
ing, fitted  with  shelves,  benches,  and  table  for  electric  and  other  appli- 
ances requiring  careful  handling;  the  torpedoes,  anchors,  junction 
boxes,  etc.,  have  been  cleaned  and  painted.  In  the  cable  tank  a  movable 
hoist  for  handling  cable  drums  has  been  mounted  and  used. 

Fire  gun  battery. — Five  sets  of  hand  rails  have  been  placed  at  the  stairs 
to  the  gun  platforms,  and  the  superior  concrete  slope  has  been  painted. 

Two2-gun  batteries  for  10-inch  guns. — These  have  been  provided  with 
ammunition  lifts,  trolleys,  and  cranes;  magazine  doors  have  been  hung; 
stairs,  hand  rails,  and  ladders  have  been  set;  the  superior  slopes  have 
been  painted;  electric  lights  have  been  placed  in  the  magazines;  the 
grading  of  roadways  and  sodding  of  slopes  has  been  finished;  and  four 
booths  have  been  bnilt  to  cover  telephones,  one  at  each  emplacement. 

These  batteries  are  completed.  They  were  turned  over  to  the  com- 
manding officer  December  18, 1897. 

Twelve-inch  emplacements, — Under  an  allotment  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  "National  Defense,"  construction  of  two  emplacements  for 
12-inch  breech-loading  rifles,  to  the  west  of  the  10-inch  gun  batteries, 
was  begun  in  March,  1898.  Excavation  has  been  nearly  completed, 
platforms  are  ready  to  receive  armament,  and  parapet  and  walls  are 
built  to  level  of  the  magazine  ceilings. 

Under  allotment  from  the  appropriation  for  "Gun  and  Mortar  Batter- 
ies," construction  of  two  emplacements  for  12-inch  guns  on  disappear- 
ing carriages,  low  fire,  model  1896,  was  begun  in  June,  1898,  the  site 
being  north  of  the  south  flank  of  Battery  Hudson.  At  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year  excavation  for  platform  of  emplacement  No.  1  was  under 
way  and  appliances  for  making  concrete  were  being  set  up. 

Rapid-fire  guns, — Under  an  allotment  of  $6,000  from  the  appropria- 
tion lor  "National  Defense,"  work  was  begun  in  April  upon  construction 
of  two  emplacements  for  4.7-inch  rapid-fire  guns  at  two  sites,  designed 
to  protect  the  mine  fields.  The  platforms  wer^  completed  and  guns 
mounted  by  May  3, 1898.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  emplace- 
ments were  completed,  except  one  magazine  door  and  the  coloring  of 
the  superior  concrete  slope. 

Two  emplacements  for  8inch  breech-loading  rifles  on  modified  15  inch 
gun  carriages. — Under  allotment  from  a])propriation  for  "National 
Defense,"  the  mounting  of  two  of  these  guns  was  authorized.  The 
platforms  and  magazines  of  the  old  battery  required  no  alteration. 
Ui>  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  one  of  the  carriages  has  been  altered 
and  was  nearly  completed;  the  guns  had  not  been  received. 

Submarine-mine  defense  of  the  Narrows. — Under  allotments  from  the 
appropriation  for  "National  Defense,"  the  planting  of  mines  was  begun 
in  April  and  continued  until  June  11,  since  which  time  work  has  been 
confined  to  keeping  the  groups  of  mines  in  repair  and  working  order. 

Temporary  battery,  Staten  Island. — The  construction  of  this  battery, 
having  emplacements  for  three  8-inch  converted  rifies,  was  authorized, 
and  work  was  begun  in  May,  1898,  under  an  allotment  from  the  appro- 
priation for  "  National  Defense."  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  plat- 
forms, sand  parapet,  and  magazines  had  been  completed  and  the  battery 
was  in  readiness  for  armament. 

Ulectric-Ughting  plant  and  artillery  fire  control. — During  the  year  the 
electric  lighting  plant,  already  purchased,  was  installed  in  two  case- 
mates of  an  old  work  and  the  two  batteries  for  10-inch  guns  were  cjow.- 
nected  and  lighted.    Fonr  range-finder  houses  have  \)ee\i\>\3LWt« 
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The  lighting  plant  and  range-finder  houses  were  tarned  over  to  the 
Board  on  Regulation  of  Sea-coast  Artillery  Fire  November  12, 1897. 

Preservation  and  repair  of  fortifications. — Under  various  allotments 
the  following  work  was  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year: 

Minor  repairs  were  made  to  several  of  the  old  works. 

The  sea  wall  north  of  the  north  wharf  was  repaired  and  extended. 

Three  manholes  were  repaired  in  the  sewer  in  the  long  slope  east  of 
the  old  fort. 

An  iron  fence  was  built  on  the  south  side  of  Richmond  avenue. 

The  cable-tank  building  and  hoisting  apparatus  were  painted;  the 
cleaning  and  storing  of  torpedo  material  was  completed. 

In  one  of  the  outlying  batteries  pintle  plates  were  set  on  platforms 
for  ir».inch  guns,  and  five  of  the  15-inch  gun  platforms  were  altered  to 
adapt  them  to  carriages  for  8-inch  converted  rifies. 

The  gutters  in  rear  of  guns  were  cleaned. 

Sites  for  fortifieations  and  sea^coast  defenses. — A  site  known  as  tract 
'So.  1  of  the  King  property,  with  a  narrow  strip  extending  to  tide  water, 
was  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $60,000. 

The  deed,  dated  March  11, 1898,  was  duly  executed  and  recorded. 

Money  statements. 

GUN  AND  MORTAB  BATTERIBS. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nDozpended 975,643.43 

June  ^,  1898,  amount  witndrawn  during  fiscal  year 61, 774. 33 

23, 869. 10 
Jane  18, 1898,  amount  allotted  for  two  emplacements  for  12- 
inch  guns 100,000.00 

$128, 889. 10 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 19, 661. 53 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 104,207.57 

July  1, 1898, outstanding  liabilities 2,443.70 

July  1, 1898, balance  available 101,763.87 

NATIONAL  DEFKN6K,   ACT  OF  MARCH  9,   1888. 

Gun  efnplacementa, 

March  18  and  23, 1898,  amounts  allotted  for  two  12-inch  gun 
emplacements $100, 000. 00 

April  6, 1898,  amount  allotted  for  mounting  two  rapid-fire  guns.      6, 000. 00 

April  27, 1898,  amount  allotted  for  two  emplacements  for  8- 

inchB.  L.  rifles 6,000.00 

-$112, 000. 00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 33, 427. 03 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 78,572.97 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 16,748.77 

July  1, 1898, balance  available 61,824.20 

Temporary  battery,  Siaten  Island. 

May  11, 1898,  amount  allotted $5,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3, 953. 64 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexT)ended 1,046.36 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 146.89 

JnJy  1, 1898,  balance  available 900.47 
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Submarine-mine  defense  of  the  J^arrowe, 

March  18, 1898,  amount  allotted $1,250.00 

April  4,  1898,  amount  allotted 17,000.00 

April  8, 1898,  amount  allotted 5,000.00  ^^^  ^^  ^ 

■  9^8, 250.  Ov 

Jane  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 8, 836. 8S 

Jnlv  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 14, 413.  iT 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 2,268.a> 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 12,144.35 

PRESBRVATION  AND  REPAIR  OF  FORTIFICATIONS. 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $6,146.12 

July  31, 1897,  amount  withdrawn 5,000.00    ^^     ^^    _ 

^  ! $1,146.12 

June  30, 1898,  amount  allotted  during  fiscal  year 4,945.00 

6,  Oei.  12 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5,617.35- 

Jnly  1,1898,  balance  unexpended * 478.77 

July  1,1808^  outstanding  liabilitiea...'. 183. 7» 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 289.9^ 

TORPBDOS8  FOR  HARBOR  1>BFXN8B. 

July  1,1867,  balance  unexfiended $1,350.76 

July  24, 1897,  amount  allotted 1,100.00 

June  10, 1898,  amount  allotted 4,000.00    ^^  .^^  «^ 

1 $6,450.7$ 

June  30, 1888,  amount  expended  dnring  ftftoal  yelkr 2,450.7& 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 4,000.00 

BITES  FOR  FORTIFICATIONS  AND  SBACOA8T  DEFENSES. 

January  4,  1898,  amount  allotted 1 $60,000.00 

March  17,  1898,  amount  allotted 3.90 

'         '  $60,003.90 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 60, 003. 90 

Defenses  at  Sandy  Hook. — July  1, 1897,  Mortar  Battery  No.  1  and  Gud- 
litt  Battery  No.  1  bad  been  completed;  a  mining  casemate  and  storage 
building  had  been  built;  a  cable  tank  had  been  built,  but  not  covered 
nor  supplied  with  appliances  for  handling  drums  of  cable;  one  10-inch 
disappearing  gun  battery,  two  positions,  was  complete  except  ammuui- 
tiou  lifts,  and  a  3-gun  battery  for  10-inch  guns  was  under  construction 
by  contract.  A  plan  for  construction  of  two  emplacements  for  12-inch 
disappearing  guns,  model  189G,  had  been  approved ;  work  had  not  been 
begun.  No  work  had  been  done  on  the  emplacement  for  one  5-inch 
rapid-fire  gun. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  following  work  was  done: 

Mortar  Battery  No,  1, — Eight  of  the  platforms  were  dismantled  and 
provided  with  index  rings  of  the  new  pattern.  The  rings  have  been 
fitted,  and  the  grading  up  of  the  concrete  fiobr  is  in  progress. 

Ounlift  Battery  No.  1, — A  condenser  for  disposing  of  exhaust  steam 
was  installed ;  two  range  finder  piers  for  portable  instruments  were  built* 

Ten-inch  Battery  No.  1. — Two  emplacements  on  site  originally  pro- 
posed for  a  second  gun-lift  battery.  Ammunition  lifts  were  put  up, 
electric  lighting  completed,  and  the  completed  battery  was  turned  over 
to  the  commanding  officer. 

Ten-inch  Battery  No,  2. — Three  emplacements  adopted  in  lieu  of  one 
of  the  originally  proposed  two  iron  casemates.  This  battery  was  con- 
structed by  contract  with  Frank  W.  Molloy.  The  contract  was  closed 
February  28,  1898,  when  the  work  was  completed  except  ^^»tV»  oi  >i}(i<^ 
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handrail  and  pavement.    It  is  now  completed,  but  lacks  electric  light- 
ing, which  was  not  included  in  the  contract. 

Twelve-inch  Battery  Yo,  2, — Two  emplacements  in  continuation  of 
10-inch  Battery  No.  2.  Work  on  this  battery  was  begun  September  1, 
1397,  since  which  time  9,732  cubic  yards  of  concrete  have  been  placed. 
Both  platforms  are  now  ready  for  armament,  the  magazines  have  been 
built,  and  the  work  is  generally  finished  up  to  within  6  feet  of  the  crest 
level.    It  is  expected  to  complete  it  by  October  1,  1898. 

Twelve-inch  Battery  No.  3. — Two  emplacements  for  12-inch  breech- 
loading  rifles.  Work  is  recently  begun  under  an  allotment  from  the 
appropriation  for  *' National  defense."  It  is  expected  that  both  plat- 
forms will  be  ready  for  armament  by  August,  and  with  fair  weather  the 
battery  may  be  completed  by  January  1,  1899. 

Five  inch  rapid-fire  gun. — Work  on  this  emplacement  was  begun  Sep- 
tember 5, 1897.  It  was  suspended  to  await  delivery  of  the  mount,  parts 
of  which  were  to  be  built  into  the  concrete.  The  euiplacemeut  was 
completed  April  21, 1898. 

Six-inch  rapid-fire  gun. — Under  an  allotment  from  the  appropriation 
for  ^^  National  Defense"  a  railroad  track  to  the  site  has  been  built,  and 
plans  for  the  battery  have  been  approved.  Gonstruction  is  not  yet 
begun. 

Fneumatic  Gun  Battery. — This  is  a  battery  for  tbree  pneumatic  guns, 
two  15-inch  and  one  8-inch,  built  by  the  Pneumatic  Torpedo  and  Con- 
struction Company. 

A  contract  has  been  made  for  building  a  sand  parapet,  consisting  of 
30,000  cubic  yards  of  sand,  with  sandbag  retaining  walls,  and  for  build- 
ing two  timber  magazines.  The  contract  is  nearly  completed,  about 
3,000  yards  of  sand  remaining  to  be  placed. 

Mining  casemate  and  torpedoes. — During  the  year  two  storage  tanks 
for  submarine  cables  were  constructed  by  remodeling  two  cisterns  in 
the  old  stone  fort. 

Submarine  mines  to  be  operated  from  this  station  have  been  planted, 
two  searchlights,  with  independent  operating  plants,  havebeen  installed, 
and  one  o-inch  siege  rifle,  one  7-incIi  siege  howitzer,  and  one  4.7-incli 
rapid-fire  gun  have  been  mounted  in  temporary  emplacements. 

Preservation  and  repair  of  fortifications. — At  the  mortar  battery  the 
doors  and  ironwork  were  painted  and  the  slopes  kept  in  repair.  The 
electric  wiring  was  removed  from  wooden  conduits  and  replaced  in  iron 
pipes. 

At  the  gun-lifb  battery  the  machinery  was  cared  for  and  kept  in  order 
and  the  tubing  of  the  boilers  was  renewed. 

Shore  protection,  Sandy  Hook,  Keio  Jersey. — During  the  early  part  of 
1897  a  violent  storm  broke  through  the  sand  spit  of  Sandy  Hook,  about 
4  miles  south  of  its  northern  point,  closing  up  the  channel  of  Shrews- 
bury Eiver  and  threatening  to  destroy  the  only  land  communication 
with  the  fortifications  at  Sandy  Hook.  By  act  of  Congress  approved 
March  3,  1897,  $75,000  was  appropriated  "for  construction  of  a  riprap 
wall  for  protection  of  the  eastern  beach  of  United  States  lands  at  Sandy 
Hook,  New  Jersey." 

After  advertising  for  proposals  a  contract  was  entered  into  with 
Frank  W.  McNeal,  under  date  of  October  15, 1897,  approved  by  the  Chief 
of  Engineers  October  25, 1897,  and  expiring  April  14, 1898,  for  building 
a  riprap  wall  to  close  the  breach.  Amount  of  contract,  47,500  tons  of 
riprap,  at  Sl.19  per  ton,  delivered  and  placed.  Work  under  this  con- 
tract was  begun  November  19, 1897,  and  the  contract  was  completed 
June  1,  1898,  with  delivery  of  47,500  tons  of  riprap.  To  complete  this 
work;  for  which  the  amount  of  the  contract  was  not  sufficient,  an  open- 
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market  agreement  with  the  same  person  was  made  for  further  delivery 
of  12,000  tons  of  riprap.  This  work  is  in  progress  and  will  be  com- 
pleted during  July,  1898.  The  amount  of  stone  received  under  contract 
was  47,600  tons;  under  open-market  purchase  up  to  July  1, 1898,  9,665 
tons;  total,  57,165  tons. 

Ahfttraci  of  praposaUfor  the  delivery  of  broken  atone  and  cement  for  concrete ,  received  in 
response  to  advertisement  dated  February  SI,  1898,  and  opened  March  23, 1898,  by  Lieut. 
Col.  IVilliam  Ludlow,  Corps  of  Engineers. 


Vune  of  bidder. 

Broken  stone  (12.000  cubic  yardn). 

Now 

Trap. 

Limestene.                 Granite. 

Per 
cubic 
yard. 

Amount. 

Per 
cubic 
yard. 

Amount. 

Per 
cubic 
yard. 

Amount. 

1 

Diuiiel  J.  Donovftii ................... 

1 

$1.30 

$10,080.00 

2 

"Win.  Turner 

$1.28 

$16,360.00 

•  *«•••  ,|--^...>.^-.  —  - 

3 

Saml.  E.  Booker 

$1.09 

$13,080.00 

4 

A tlaii  Clement  Co 

5 

Jacob  E.  Conklin 

1.04 

12, 480. 00 

a 

The  Standard  Silica  Cement  Co 

! 

7 

Chaa.  Frey,jr 

Walter  C.  Butler 

1.50 

18, 000.  CO 

1.20 

14, 400. 00 
13, 740, 00 

8 

9 

Lawrenceville  Cement  Co 

10 

New  York  and  Rosendale  Cement  Co . 
Union  Akron  Cement  Co 

11 

12 

Charlea  W.  Hall 

13 

Fluke  Brothers  Kefinins  Co 

No. 


1 
2 
3 

4 
5 

6 

7 
8 

0 
10 
11 
12 

13 


Name  of  bidder. 


Daniel  J.  Donovan . 

Wm.  Tumur 

Samuel  E.  Bouker. 
Atlas  Cement  Co. . . 
Jacob  E.  Conklin. . 


Tbe  Standard  Silica  Cement  Co. 

Chas.  Frey,  jr 

Walter  C.  Butler 


Lawrenceville  Cement  Co 

New  York  and  Koscndale  Cement  Co 

Union  Akron  Cement  Co , 

Charles  W.  Hall 


Fiske  Brothers  Refining  Co. 


Rosendale 

cement  (18,000 

barrels). 


Per 

barrel. 


Amount. 


American  Port- 
land cement 
(10.000  barrels). 


Per 
barrel. 


Amount. 


$1.94     $19,400.00 


Remarks. 


1.80 


$0.86^a;$il.088.00 


.80 
.091 
1.05 


14, 400. 00 
12, 580. 00  i 
18, 90U.  00 


1.74 


18,000.00 


17,400.00 


1.94  A   19,490.00 


Atla.s  brand. 
Lowest  bid  for  stone 

(trap). 
Champion  brand. 

Old  Newark ;  lowest 
bid  for  Rosendale. 


Steel  brand ;  lowest 

bid  fur  Portland. 
Say  lor 's  brand. 


Abstract  of  proposals  for  constructing  riprap  wall  at  Sandy  Hook,  Xew  Jersey  y  received  in 
response  to  advertisement  dated  July  25,  1897,  and  opened  August  25,  1897,  by  Lieut. 
Col.  William  Ludlow,  Corps  of  Engineers. 


No. 

Names  of  bidders. 

Riprap  stone 

in  place.  47.500 

tons  of  2,000 

pounds  each. 

Remarks. 

Price 

per 

ton. 

Amount. 

1 

Frank  W.  McNoal 

$L19 
2.62 
L23 
1.73 
L79 
2.00 

$56,525 
124.460 
58, 425 
82. 175 
85,025 
95.000 

Lowest  bid. 

^  2 

Patrick  H.  Flvnn 

•   3 

S.  &.  E.  S.  Belden 

i 

Andrew  A.  Bouker...... 

5 

P.  Sa  n  ford  Roes 

ff 

John  J.  Shrmnan- t..t.»-,.t-t--, 

Harlem  River  stone,  $2.10  per  ton. 

7 

Ouinn  &  Kerbauffh 

1. 92         91. 200 

8 

• 

The  Degnan -McLean  Construction  Co. 
Hnmnhre V  Toomey 

1.85 
L24 

87,875 
58,900 
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Contracts  in  force. 

With  Walter  C.  Batler,  for  Rosendale  cement,  dated  April  5,  1898,  approved  by 
the  Chief  of  Engineere  April  23,  1898.  Deliveries  to  begin  April  20  and  to  be  com- 
pleted Angnst  1,  1898. 

With  Jacob  E.  Conklin,  for  broken  stone,  dated  April  5,  1898,  approved  by  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  April  23,  1898.  Deliveries  to  begin  April  20  and  to  be  completed 
August  1,  1898. 

With  Frank  W.  McNeal,  for  riprap  stone  in  place,  dated  October  15, 1897,  approved 
by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  October  25,  1897.    Completed  Jane  1, 1898. 

Money  statements. 

OUN  AND  MORTAR  BATl'ERIES. 

Jnly  ly  1897,  balance  unexpended $133,963.60 

January  8,  1898,  amount  allotted $2,000.00 

February  10,  1898,  amount  allotted 3,000.00 

June  17,  1898.  amount  allotted 3,500.00 

June  18, 1898,  amount  allotted 483.16 

June  23, 1898,  amount  allotted 350.00 

9, 333. 16 

143, 296. 76 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 68, 477. 65 

Restored  to  appropriation 10,000.00 

78^477.65 

Joly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 64,819.11 

July  1, 1898,  outetanding liabiUties 17,171.60 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 14, 408. 13 

31,579.73 

Jnly  1,  1898,  balance  available 33,239.38 

Caniraoi  work, 

July  1, 1897,  balanee  unexpended $88,151.54 

June  30, 1888,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year $68, 305. 52 

Restored  to  appropriation 19,846. 02 

88,151.64 

PRS8BRVATI0N  AND  RBPAIR  OF  FORTIFICATIONS. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $3,710.97 

Transfeired  f^m  another  work $200.00 

March7, 1898,  amount  allotted. 1,000.00 

June  9, 1898,  amount  allotted 1,218.00 

2, 418. 00 

6, 128. 97 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4, 260. 75 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,868.22 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabUi  ties 739.33 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,128.89 

TORPEDOES  FOR  HARBOR  DEFENSE. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended «^ $1,541.45 

June  10, 1898,  amount  allotted 1,200.00 

2,741.45 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  durin  g  fiscal  year 1, 266. 07 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended  and  available 1, 475. 38 

SEA   WALL,  NORTH   SHORE  OF   SANDY  HOOK,  NEW  JERSEY. 

July  1, 1897.  balance  unexpended $2, 201. 97 

July  1, 1898;  balance  unexpended  and  available 2, 201. 97 
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RIPRAP  WALT^  BAST  SHORE  OF  8AXDT  HOOK,  NEW  JERSEY. 

July  1, 1897,  balanoe  imexpeuded $75,000.00 

Jnne  80, 1898,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 64,  Oil.  06 

Jnly  1, 1898, balance  nnexpended. 20,988.94 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilltieB 18,606.35 

July  1, 1898, balance  available 2,382.59 

■  > 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE,   ACT  OF  MARCH  9,  1898. 

Batteria,  eto. 

March  18, 1898,  amonnt  allotted  for  two  12-inoh  gun  emplaoe- 
menta $50,000.00 

March  24, 1898,  amount  allotted  for  two  12-inoh  gun  emplaoe- 

mente 30,000.00 

$80,000.00 

April  9, 1898,  amonnt  allotted  for  protection  of  dynamite  guns .    10, 000. 00 

May  23, 1898,  amount  allotted  for  protection  of  dynamite  guns .      2, 000. 00 

12,000.00 

April  25, 1898,  amount  allotted  for  two  6-inch  rapid-fire  gun 
emplacements 16,000.00 

May  11, 1898,  amount  allotted  Ibt  range-finder  station 200. 00 

108, 200. 00 
Jnne  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 6, 426. 73 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 101,773.27 

Julyl,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 13,643.09 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available 88,130.18 

Torpedo  defense, 

March  18, 1898,  amount  allotted  for  southern  entrance  New  York  Harbor.  $1, 000. 00 
April  4,  1898,  amonnt  allotted  for  southern  eutrance  New  York  Harbor.  9,000  00 
April  23, 1898,  amount  allotted  for  southern  entrance  New  York  Harbor.    20, 000. 00 

30, 000. 00 
J  one  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 17, 280. 05 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 12.719.95 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 3,616.12 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 9,103,83 

TORPEDO  DEFENSES  AT  EASTERN  ENTRANCE  TO  HARBOR. 

All  the  necessary  plant  was  stored  at  Willets  Point,  except  208  No. 
32  buoyant  mine  cases  and  their  1,000-pound  anchors,  which  were  stored 
at  Fort  Schuyler.  Of  these,  105  cases  and  their  anchors  were  trans- 
ferred for  use  at  New  London,  Conn. 

By  telegram  of  April  22, 1898,  the  Chief  of  Engineers  directed  mines 
to  be  planted. 

A  sufficient  defense,  it  was  thought,  could  be  had  from  three  lines  of 
mines  across  the  main  channel,  one  of  these  lines  to  extend  across  the 
greater  part  of  the  waterway,  and  one  skirmish  line  in  advance  of  the 
mine  field.  Until  final  complete  closure  of  the  entrance,  it  was  deter- 
mined not  to  plant  the  skirmish  line  nor  such  mines  of  the  three  lines  as 
were  to  be  located  in  a  buoyed  channel  500  feet  wide  through  the  west- 
ern edge  of  the  mine  field. 
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The  first  line  of  mines,  as  planted,  comprised  33  mines;  the  second, 
12 ;  the  third,  14  mines.  Six  mines  of  the  first  line,  not  planted,  wore 
to  be  located  in  the  buoyed  channel,  9  mines  of  the  second  line,  and  7 
of  the  third  line. 

The  mine  defense  was  carried  on  under  the  immediate  supervision  of 
Capt.  W.  C.  Langfitt,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  April  16,  1898,  to  May 
26,  1898,  when,  on  account  of  his  being  detached  from  duty  at  the  post, 
he  was  relieved  by  Capt.  S.  W.  Eoessler,  Corps  of  Engineers,  who 
remained  in  immediate  charge  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

By  April  27  the  casemate  was  fitted  up  and  18  loaded  mines  tested; 
April  29,  21  more  were  tested. 

May  1,  three  triple  groups  planted ;  May  2,  four  triple  groups  planted, 
and  May  3,  four  more  were  planted,  thus  completing  the  11:  st  line  of  33 
torpedoes. 

The  second  and  third  lines  were  completed  May  12,  several  days 
stormy  weather  intervening.  The  same  night,  and  on  all  nights  there- 
after, one  or  both  men  of  a  detail  of  one  noncommissioned  officer  and 
one  private  slept  in  the  mining  casemate. 

As  a  whole,  the  mines  remained  in  good  condition  until  June  16, 1898; 
then  repairs  at  different  times  of  three  triple  groups  were  found  neces- 
sary. The  tests  of  July  1, 1898,  showed  all  triple  groups  but  two  in  good 
condition,  and  these  two  with  excessive  leakage. 

The  sum  of  $1,476  was  expended  for  8,200  pounds  of  75  per  cent 
dynamite. 

Regulations  for  the  navigation  of  the  eastern  entrance  were  printed 
and  widely  disseminated  May  9, 1898,  as  per  copy  inclosed.  A  patrol 
boat,  manned  by  the  United  States  Naval  Reserves,  was  occasionally  on 
duty  at  the  mine  field,  but  much  of  the  time  none  was  present. 

Trouble  was  experienced  by  Sailing  vessels  passing  through  the  field 
and  fouling  mooring  ropes,  thereby  disarranging  and  entangling  cables. 
It  became  evident  that  all  craft,  whether  steam  or  sailing,  drawing  3 
feet  or  more  should  be  required  to  follow  the  channel  buoyed  by  the 
lighthouse  department.  The  damage  due  to  sailing  vessels  arises 
mainly  when  they  tack  from  side  to  side  of  the  mine  field,  while  at  the 
same  time  making  leeway  along  the  field. 

REGULATIONS    FOR    THE    NAVIGATION    OF    THE    EASTERN    ENTRANCE    TO    NEW  YORK 

HARBOR  IN  TIME  OF   WAR. 

Snbmarine  mines  having  been  placed  in  position  in  connection  with  the  defenses 
of  the  eastern  entrance  to  New  York  Harbor,  the  foHowing  regulations  for  the  safe 
navigation  of  the  river  by  friendly  vessels  and  for  the  protection  of  the  defenses  are 
hereby  established  by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

1.  No  vessel  will  be  allowed  to  pass  throiigh'the  waters  between  Fort  Schuyler 
and  Willets  Point  between  the  hours  of  8  p.  m.  and  4  a.  m.  Daring  this  interval 
vessels  must  not  approach  within  3  miles  of  the  forts. 

2.  Patrol  boats  will  be  stationed  above  and  below  the  defenses.  These  boats  are 
authorized  to  stop  vessels  to  inquire  into  their  character,  or  to  instruct  them  how 
to  pass  through  the  mine  fields.  The  orders  of  the  patrol  boats  must  be  strictly 
obeyed. 

3.  Sailing  vessels,  and  all  small  vessels  drawing  3  feet  or  less,  can  pass  safely 
through  any  part  of  the  channels  during  the  daytime. 

4.  Steam  vessels  must  pass  at  slow  speed  through  a  special  channel,  which  will  be 
marked  by  buoys. 

5.  No  vessel  will  be  allowed  to  anchor  between  Stepping  Stones  Light  and  Crydera 
Point  without  special  authority. 

6.  Vessels  are  warned  that,  if  they  disregard  these  regulations,  they  will  expose 
themselves  to  serious  damage,  and  wiU  be  liable  to  be  iired  on  by  the  batteries. 

John  G.  D.  Knight, 
Major,  Corp$  qf  Engineer;  U,  S,  A. 
Willets  Point,  N.  Y.,  May  9, 1898, 
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4F. 

DEFENSES  OF  THE  DELAWARE  RIVER. 

Officer  in  charge,  Lieat.  Col.  Charles  W.  Baymond,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, with  Maj.  Spencer  Cosby,  U.  S.  Volauteers,  Lieutenant,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  and  Lieut.  Sherwood  A.  Cheney,  Corps  of  Engineers,  under 
his  immediate  orders,  the  latter  from  September  30, 1897,  to  April  10, 
1898. 

Battery  for  three  10-inch  and  three  12'inch  disappearing  guns. — The 
project  under  which  this  battery  was  constructed,  and  a  detailed  account 
of  the  progress  of  the  work,  and  of  the  battery  as  constructed,  are  con- 
tained in  the  Annual  Keport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897,  pages 
628  to  636. 

During  the  fiscal  year  the  permanent  roadway  leading  from  the  wharf 
to  and  along  the  rear  of  the  battery  was  completed.  The  electric  sys- 
tem for  operating  the  ammunition  hoists  and  for  lighting  the  battery, 
the  ammunition  hoists  themselves,  the  cranes  in  rear  of  the  loading 
platforms,  and  the  overhead  trolley  systems  for  the  service  of  ammu- 
nition were  installed  and  placed  in  full  working  order.  All  have  been 
frequently  and  successfully  tested  and  operated,  and  care  has  been 
taken  to  keep  them  in  good  condition.  Other  items  of  work  about  the 
battery  proper  that  have  been  done  during  the  year  are  the  erecting  of 
the  stairways  and  guard  rails  in  rear  of  the  first  two  emplacements,  the 
painting  of  all  the  iron  work  and  of  the  walls  of  the  magazines  and 
galleries  throughout  the  battery,  and  the  coloring  of  the  superior  slope 
green. 

Excavation  for  the  earthen  parados,  which  is  to  protect  the  battery 
from  reverse  fire,  began  on  July  15, 1897,  but  was  discontinued  from 
August  19  to  December  11, 181)7,  to  enable  the  derrick  and  engine  used 
on  the  work  to  be  transferred  temporarily  to  another  work.  Work  was 
resumed  on  December  11,  1897,  and  has  continued  ever  since  with 
frequent  interruptions  caused  by  the  weather  and  by  the  large  amount 
of  water  standing  at  times  in  the  excavated  ditch.  The  topsoil  is 
removed  to  a  depth  of  several  feet  and  placed  in  the  parados  by  means 
of  wheeled  scrapers,  eight  of  which  are  emi)loyed  on  the  work.  The 
excavation  is  then  continued  with  a  grapplebu(*ket,  operated  by  a 
derrick.  On  June  30,  1898,  33,984  cubic  yards  of  earth  and  sand  had 
been  placed  in  the  parados,  out  of  a  total  estimated  quantity  of  42,(MN) 
cubic  yards.  In  addition  two  latrines  had  been  built  in  the  side  of  the 
parados  toward  the  battery  in  rear  of  emplacements  Nos.  2  and  5. 
The  total  cost  of  the  parados  to  June  30, 1898,  was  $9,862.28. 

Telephone  booths  were  erected  on  the  loading  platform  of  each  of  the 
six  emplacements.  The  tops  of  the  traverses  and  the  loading  plat- 
forms were  given  a  coating  of  linseed  oil  mixed  with  na])htha  to 
prevent  the  leakage  of  water  through  them  into  the  magazines  and 
passages  below.  Sufficient  time  has  not  yet  elapsed  to  determine  the 
measure  of  success  of  this  experiment. 

During  July  and  August,  1897,  the  entire  construction  plant  was 
t^ken  down  and  transferred  to  the  work  on  the  Delaware  shore.  The 
sfte  occupied  by  the  plant  was  cleared  and  graded.  Eows  of  trees  were 
planted  as  a  screen  in  front  of  the  battery  aloTig  the  sea  wall,  the  road, 
and  the  boundary  fence.  The  old  buildings  in  rear  of  the  battery,  used 
as  a  carpenter  shop,  stable,  and  granary,  were  moved  back  to  sites 
along  the  road  leading  to  the  National  cemetery  and  placed  on  suita- 
ble foundations  and  repaired.    They  were  then  turned  over  to  the  gar- 
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risoa  for  its  use.    The  exterior  slope  of  the  battery  was  sowed  with 
grass  seed,  and  the  g^uUies  washed  in  it  by  storms  were  repaired. 

At  the  close  of  the  preceding  fiscal  year  the  three  emplacements  for 
12-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages  were  reported  ready  for  their 
armament.  Two  12-inch  rifles  were  delivered  on  the  wharf  on  October 
10,  1897,  and  were  moved  to  positions  in  rear  of  emplacements  Nos.  1 
and  2.  On  December  IG,  1897,  the  bedplate  of  disappearing  carriage 
No.  1  was  received.  It  was  taken  to  emplacement  No.  1  and  set  in 
place.  The  remainder  of  the  carriage  was  not  received  until  four 
mouths  later.  An  inclined  trestle  of  wood  was  erected,  leading  from 
the  ground  to  the  loading  platform.  It  was  placed  in  turn  in  rear 
of  each  emplacement  and  used  to  raise<the  guns  and  the  various  parts 
of  the  carriages  to  the  platforms. 

Twelve  inch  disappearing  carriage  No.  2  arrived  on  eight  cars  at  the 
Government  wharf  on  February  11, 1898,  and  its  unloading  was  com- 
pleted by  the  contractors  three  daj's  later.  The  parts  of  the  carriage 
were  moved  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  emplacement  No.  2,  1,800  feet 
from  the  wharf,  and  the  setting  of  the  bedplate  and  the  assembling  ot 
the  other  parts  were  proceeded  with  at  once.  Though  interfered  with 
by  stormy  weather,  the  mounting  of  the  carriage  and  gun  was  com- 
pleted on  March  7.  The  work  of  moving  and  mounting  was  done  by 
the  engineer  force.  A  derrick  with  an  80-fbot  mast,  capable  of  handling 
loads  up  to  5  tons,  was  erected  in  the  rear  of  the  platform ;  heavy  shear 
poles  of  12-inch  by  12-inch  timber  were  set  up  over  the  carriage.  The 
setting  of  the  bedplate  was  done  with  great  care.  It  was  first  bolted 
together  and  leveled  up  about  18  inches  above  the  leveling  wedges. 
These  were  then  set  by  measurement  from  the  bottom  of  the  bedplate. 
This  preliminary  leveling  was  necessary,  as  the  bottom  of  the  bed- 
plate is  not  a  turned  surface,  but  varies  in  thickness  as  much  as 
three-sixteenths  of  an  inch,  while  the  rise  of  the  wedges  is  only  about 
one-sixteenth  of  an  inch  for  the  full  drive  of  5  inches.  The  bedplate 
was  then  lowered  on  the  wedges,  carefully  leveled,  and  bolted  down. 
The  leveling  was  done  with  a  Y-level  accurately  adjusted,  and  with  a 
short  rod  and  target  plumbed  in  two  directions  by  spirit  levels.  Four 
points  on  the  roller  path,  90^  apart,  were  first  brought  to  the  same 
level  by  means  of  the  wedges  and  the  foundation  bolts.  Then  levels 
were  taken  on  the  roller  path  opposite  each  bolt  and  each  point  was 
brought  to  the  same  level  and  each  nut  was  brought  to  a  firm  bearing 
with  a  long' wrench  worked  by  five  men.  After  all  the  nuts  had  been 
thus  tightened  the  levels  were  twice  checked  with  the  Y-level,  and 
finally  were  very  carefully  checked  with  a  machinist's  level  and  straight- 
edge. The  openings  under  the  bedplate  were  filled  with  Portland 
cement  mortar,  mixed  in  the  proportion  of  1^  cement  to  1  sand,  and 
made  just  thick  enough  to  run  freely  through  funnels.  The  small  parts 
of  the  carriage  were  lifted  to  the  platform  by  the  derrick.  The  heavy 
parts  and  the  gun  were  each  placed  on  a  cradle  and  hauled  up  the 
inclined  trestle  by  means  of  the  derrick  engine  and  heavy  four-sheave 
blocks  and  tackle.  After  the  gun  had  been  mounted  it  was  thrown 
in  battery,  a  machinist's  level  was  placed  on  the  muzzle,  and  the  gun 
traversed  through  the  whole  field  of  fire.  No  variation  whatever  was 
shown  by  the  level.  The  cost  of  the  labor  of  moving  the  gun  and  cai 
riage  from  the  wharf  and  mounting  them  was  $91«3.55.  The  breecb 
block  was  put  in  the  gun  on  March  8  by  a  machinist  from  the  Water- 
town  Arsenal. 

The  third  12inch  gun  was  received  on  March  22, 1898,  and  moved  to 
the  rear  of  emplacement  No.  3.    The  remaining  parts  of  12-inch  dis* 
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appearing  carriage  No.  1  arrived  on  April  25, 1898.  They  were  taken 
to  emplacement  No.  1  and  assembled,  the  monnting  of  the  carriage 
being  completed  on  May  12, 1898.  Notice  was  that  day  received  from 
the  Chief  of  Ordnance  that  the  distance  rings  furnished  with  the  car- 
riage were  to  be  replaced  by  new  ones  with  separators.  This  required 
the  partial  dismounting  of  the  carriage.  The  new  rings  arrived  on 
May  25,  1898,  and  were  at  once  put  in  place;  the  carriage  was  then 
reassembled,  and  on  June  3  the  gun  was  mounted  ready  for  service. 
The  new  rings  greatly  increased  the  ease  with  which  the  carriage  can 
be  traversed. 

The  third  12  inch  disappearing  carriage  for  emplacement  No.  3  was 
received  and  unloaded  on  May  12, 13,  and  16.  On  this  carriage  the  four 
stiffening  flanges  at  the  joints  in  the  bedplate  had  to  be  cut  back  4 
inches  to  make  room  for  the  leveling  wedges.  Eight  of  the  radial  ribs 
on  the  under  side  of  the  tacer  had  to  be  chipped  to  clear  the  tianges  of 
the  rollers.  The  work  of  mounting  this  carriage  was  suspended  from 
May  24  to  June  4  while  the  force  was  engaged  on  changing  tiie  distance 
rings  on  carriage  No.  1.  The  gun  and  carriage  were  finally  mounted 
and  ready  for  service  on  June  10, 1898.  The  tirst  troops  to  garrison  the 
battery  arrived  December  14, 1897. 

None  of  the  10- inch  or  12-inch  guns  in  this  battery  had  been  fired  up 
to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

The  cost  of  the  battery  proper  np  to  June  30, 1898,  including  the  elec- 
tric plant,  hoists,  telephone  boofhs,  etc.,  was  $241,692.38.  The  cost  of 
the  parados  during  the  same  period  was  $9,802.28.  In  addition,  $3,702.53 
were  spent  in  making,  the  road  to  the  wharf,  $1,209.42  in  building  la- 
trines in  the  parados,  and  $6,605.84  in  transporting  and  mounting  the 
six  guns  and  carriages. 

Battery  for  two  5  inch  rapid-fire  guns. — The  two  emplacements  for 
5-inch  rapid  fire  guns  on  balanced-pillar  mountings  are  situated  about 
100  feet  beyond  the  western  end  of  the  main  battery.  Excavation  for 
the  foundations  began  on  June  8, 1897,  and  the  rapid-fire  battery  was 
completed  in  August,  1897,  ready  for  the  guns  and  carriages.  None 
have  yet  been  received. 

This  battery  does  not  follow  the  typical  design  of  The  Board  of  Engi- 
neers, but  is  planned  to  be  protected  from  fire  from  its  rear,  to  which  it 
is  exposed,  and  to  bring  the  fire  of  its  two  guns  to  bear  in  the  same 
direction.  Its  crest  is  kept  at  the  same  reference  as  that  of  the  main 
battery,  the  two  magazines  being  placed  below  the  gun  platforms. 
These  are  connected  by  a  passageway,  into  which  opens  a  chain  ammu- 
nition hoist  for  the  service  of  each  gnn.  The  hoists  can  be  worked 
either  by  hand  or  by  electric  motors.  The  current  to  operate  the  motors 
and  to  light  the  battery  can  be  obtained  either  from  the  power  plant  of 
the  main  battery  or  from  an  independent  plant  in  the  rapid-fire  battery. 
The  motors  and  lights  are  connected  permanently  with  both  sources  of 
power,  so  that  either  source  can  be  switched  on  at  pleasure.  A  3  kilo- 
watt dynamo  operated  by  an  oil  engine  was  first  installed  in  the  rapid- 
fire  battery  and  left  there  several  months.  It  was  finally  rejected,  the 
contractors  after  repeated  tests  having  failed  to  make  it  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  the  specifications.  Its  place  has  been  taken  by  the 
10-kilowatt  dynamo,  direct  connected  to  a  steam  engine,  famished 
with  the  search  light  sent  to  the  fort. 

The  two  emplacements  contain  2,266  cubic  yards  of  masonry  and  the 
embankment  6,944  cubic  yards  of  earth.  The  total  cost  of  the  battery 
up  to  Jane  30, 1898,  was  $19,529.54. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  cost  of  this  battery  in  detail : 

6,943.6  cubio  yards  of  excavation,  at  $0.169008  per  onbic  yard $1, 173. 53 

2.266  cubic  yards  of  concrete  masonry  in  place,  at  $4.98632  per  cnbic 

yard 11,298.99 

6,943.6  cubic  yards  of  earth  filling  in  embankments,  at  $0.30275  per  cubic 

yard 2,102.17 

Tearing  out  two  old  platforms  on  site  of  battery 126.57 

Waterproofing  exterior  walls  with  tar 96.40 

I-beams  and  channels  for  ceilings  of  rooms  and  passages  (in  place) 274. 44 

Two  iron  stairways  (in  plaoe^ ■   376.80 

Two  ammunition  hoists  (in  place) 966.76 

Cost  of  doors  (in  place) 574.16 

Drainage  system 228.81 

Electric  light  and  power  system 583.84 

Remodeling  two  old  magazines  for  machine  guns 287. 92 

Amount  expended  on  installation  of  search  light  and  boiler,  which  takes 

the  place  of  oil-engine  plant  (not  yet  completed) 162. 17 

Superintendence  and  office  expenses .' 1,006.95 

Total 19,259.54 

EXPENDITURES  DURING  THE  FISCAL  TEAR  FROM  ALLOTMENT  FOR  BATTBRT. 

Amount  expended  on  rapid-fire  battery $14,817.45 

Moving  from  the  wharf  and  mounting  three  12-inch  guns  and  carriages ...  4, 187. 74 

Cleaning,  oiling,  and  painting  guns  and  carriages 171. 44 

Amount  expended  on  parados 9,862.28 

Cost  of  two  latrines  in  parados 1,209.42 

Completing  concrete  work 188.10 

Completing  earth  embankment  in  front  of  battery 1, 24 1. 54 

Completing  roadway  in  rear  of  battery 1,798.46 

Completing  drainage  system •  114. 10 

Completing  speaking-tabe  system 7.(X) 

Completing  plant  for  permanent  water  supply 138. 09 

Amount  expended  on  stairways 1,285.37 

Amount  expended  on  interior  ammnnition  seryice 557. 78 

Amount  expended  on  guard  rails  in  rear  of  loading  platforms 729. 50 

Ammunition  cranes  in  rear  of  loading  platforms 128.80 

Ammunition  hoists  .., 5,020. 15 

Completing  installation  of  electric  plant^  including  its  cost 7, 587. 26 

Completing  laying  of  conduits  for  electric  wires,  including  cost 557. 75 

Painting  and  waterproofing  interior  walls 441.46 

Lamps  tor  lighting  passages 78.53 

Clearing  and  grading  adjacent  grounds 377.41 

Planting  trees  along  road  way  and  boundary  of  reservation S7.  .^ 

Iron  ladders  on  loading  platforms 182.70 

Repairing,  moving,  and  tearing  down  old  buildings 465. 88 

Storm  doors  for  battery  (in  place) 626.51 

Painting  pavements  on  superior  slopes 284.87 

Repairs  and  maintenance  of  plant :..  474  82 

Telephone  system  (not  completed) 183.24 

Taking  down  concrete  plant 862.23 

Time  allowed  employees  for  legal  holidays 576.00 

Maintenance  of  launch  for  mail  service 901.08 

Services  of  watchmen 201.33 

Superintendence  and  office  expenses 643.16 

Total  expenditure 65,938.95 

Money  statement  for  the  entire  battery. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $106,747.53 

February  28, 1898,  amount  transferred  from  appropriation  for  "Torpedoes 

for  Harbor  Defense,'^  originally  charged  to  allotments  for  this  battery . .  286. 18 

107, 033. 71 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 67,048.03 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 39,985.68 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 2,697.67 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 37,288.01 
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Battery  of  three  12-inch  disappearing  guns. — The  preliminary  work  on 
the  foundations  of  this  battery  began  on  December  11, 1894.  Accounts 
of  the  progress  of  the  work  are  contained  in  the  Annual  Beports  of 
the  thief  of  Engineers  for  1896  and  1897.  At  the  close  of  the  latter 
fiscal  year  the  driving  of  piles  for  the  foundations  was  practically  com- 
pleted; the  construction  plant  was  reported  to  be  in  good  condition, 
and  everything  in  readiness  to  carry  forward  the  work  rapidly  when- 
ever funds  were  allotted. 

On  August  5,  1897,  an  allotment  of  $58,000  was  made  from  the 
appropriation  for  ^^Oun  and  Mortar  Batteries,"  act  of  March  3, 1897,  to 
complete  tbe  concrete  foundations  up  to  the  level  of  the  parade.  Work 
began  on  August  11, 1897,  when  a  centrifugal  pump  was  set  up  to 
pump  out  the  water  with  which  the  foundation  pit  had  been  flooded  in 
order  to  preserve  the  heads  of  the  piles.  As  soon  as  the  pit  was  clear 
of  water,  the  remaining  piles  necessary  to  complete  the  foundations,  45 
in  number,  were  driven  under  the  casemate  arches.  Track  was  laid 
irom  the  concrete  plant  to  the  pit,  and  engines,  cars,  derricks,  mixers, 
and  other  parts  of  the  plant  which  had  ^en  temporarily  transferred 
to  another  work  were  brought  back  and  set  up.  Good  water  for  the 
boilers  was  obtained  by  connecting  the  work  by  a  3inch  pipe  with  an 
artesian  well  1,000  feet  distant.  Four  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
five  cubic  yards  of  mud  were  dredged  from  between  and  around  tbe 
piers  of  the  wharf,  a  depth  of  10  feet  at  mean  low  water  being  thus 
secured.  Nine  hundred  and  eighty-five  cubic  yards  of  earth  were 
removed  from  around  the  heads  of  the  piles  to  reference  —0.5  of  the 
old  fort,  i.  e.,  2.3  feet  below  the  level  of  mean  low  water.  At  this  point 
the  first  layer  of  concrete  was  placed;  it  was  carried  up  over  the  pile 
foundations  in  a  solid  mass  to  reference  10.5,  6  inches  below  the  level 
of  the  magazine  floors  of  the  projected  battery.  All  pile  heads  that 
were  in  the  least  battered,  and  all  standing  above  reference  2.25  were 
cut  off.  No  large  stones  were  placed  in  the  concrete  below  reference 
4.25 — that  is,  2  feet  above  the  heads  of  the  piles.  The  placing  of 
concrete  under  the  project  was  completed  on  December  15, 1897, 10,388 
cubic  yards  of  masonry,  including  concrete  and  large  st<»nes,  being  in 
place  on  that  date.  The  foundations  had  everywhere  been  carried  to 
reference  10.5,  and  under  some  parts  of  the  wall  slightly  higher.  A 
24  inch  sewer  was  built  through  the  concrete  leading  to  the  moat  and 
along  the  rear  of  the  battery  for  the  drainage  of  the  fort  and  of  the 
new  battery.  It  was  connected  to  the  old  sewerage  system.  The 
spaces  between  the  battery  proper  and  the  outer  parapet  wall  were 
filled  with  sand,  the  excavation  around  the  foundations  was  filled  in, 
and  the  exposed  top  of  the  concrete  was  covered  with  sand  to  a  depth 
of  6  inches  to  protect  it.  This  brought  the  whole  of  the  foundations 
up  to  the  level  of  the  parade,  and  completed  the  project.  The  work  of 
filling  was  completed  on  January  25,  1898,  3,970  cubic  yards  of  sand 
having  been  purchased  and  used  for  the  purpose.  Beyond  cleaning  up 
around  the  work  and  overhauling  and  repairing  the  plant,  no  work  has 
since  been  done.  A  large  part  of  the  plant  has  been  transferred  to  the 
Delaware  shore  and  used  on  fortification  work  there.  It  can  be 
returned  and  used  in  continuing  the  work  on  the  battery  as  soon  as 
additional  funds  are  allotted*  The  cost  of  this  battery  to  June  30, 1898, 
was  $181,043.44. 
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^    Net  oo8i  of  concrete,  10,888  ouhio  yards, 

MATBRIAL. 

8,686.62  cubic  ^ards  of  small  stone,  at  $1.09  per  cubic  yard $9, 468. 42 

Labor,  unloading,  hauling,  and  storing 1, 978. 75 

$11, 447. 17 

1,648.65  tons  large  stone,  at  $0.751693  per  ton 1^  164. 11 

Labor,  unloading,  hauling,  and  placing 610.85 

1, 774. 96 

2,739.49  cubic  yards  of  sand  for  concrete,  at  28  cents  per  cubic 

yard 767.04 

Labor,  unloading,  hauling,  and  storing 505.42 

1, 272. 46 

13,673  barrels  Rosendale  cement,  at  70  cents  per  barrel 9, 571. 10 

Labor,  unloading,  hauling,  and  storing &M).  68 

10,221.78 

24, 716. 37 

MANUFACTURE  AND  DEPOSIT. 

Labor,  mixing  concrete $1,765.92 

Labor,  placing  and  tamping  concrete 3,692.86 

Labor,  building  and  setting  forms  and  centers 1 484. 05 

Coal,  and  cost  of  labor  hauling  same 269.09 

$6,211.92 

Total 30,928.29 

Net  cost  of  1  cubic  yard  in  place,  $2. 9773. 

Grose  coet  of  concrete,  10,388  cubic  yards. 

Net  cost  of  10,388  cubic  yards  of  concrete  in  place,  at  $2.9773  per  cubic 

yard $30,928.29 

Transferring  plant $127.83 

Purchase,  construction,  and  installation  of  plant 1, 895. 96 

Cost  of  flat  and  mixer  cars 74.56 

Cost  of  new  derricks 237.76 

MoNnng  and  setting  up  derricks 1, 147. 89 

Construction  tracks 5114.72 

Water  supply 303.95 

Drainage  system 602.20 

Repairs  and  maintenance  of  plant 2, 157.88 

Repairs  to  electric  plant , 470. 46 

Time  allowed  employees  for  legal  holidays 457. 79 

Maintenance  of  launch 642.03 

Testing  cement 100.00 

Superintendence  and  office  expenses 1,895.05 

10,708.08 

Total 41,636.37 

Gross  cost  of  1  cubic  yard  in  place,  $4. 008122. 

Cost  of  sand  filling  in  core  of  foundations, 

3,970.17  cubic  yards  of  sand,  at  25  cents  per  cubic  yard $992. 54 

Labor,  unloading 631.03 

Labor,  hauling 119.40 

Labor,  placing 480.31 

Cost  of  storage  bins  on  wharf 41. 36 

Repairs  to  plant 148. 16 

Superintendence  and  office  expenses 300. 68 

Total 2,713.48 

Cost  of  1  cubic  yard  in  place  $0.683467. 
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Expenditures  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1898, 

10, 388  cubic  yards  of  concrete,  at  $4. 008122  per  cubic  yard $41, 636. 37 

d»d70. 17  cubic  yards  of  sand  filling,  at  $0.683467  per  cubic  yard 2, 713. 48 

Excavation  around  pile  heads 818.18 

Driving  piles $267.85 

Cutting  off  pile  heads 510.47 

Kemoving  ends  of  piles  from  pit 281.36 

1, 059. 68 

Draining  the  moat 192.32 

Repairs  to  landing  piers 576.60 

Clearing  and  graaing  grounds  outside  and  inside  of  fort 957. 39 

Moving  and  shipping  torpedoes 82.20 

Value  of  construction  materials  on  hand 418.57 

Total  expenditure 48,454.79 

A  special  allotment  of  $6,000  was  made  on  April  21,  1898,  from  the 
appropriation  for  "  National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898,  for  cleaning 
out  the  moat  around  the  fort  and  the  ditches  on  the  island.  Authority 
was  obtained,  however,  to  defer  the  work  until  cold  weather  on  account 
of  the  extra  expense  and  the  danger  to  the  health  of  the  garrison 
involved  in  stirring  up  the  mud  to  be  removed  in  warm  weather. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $7,506.56 

August  5,  1897,  additional  allotment 58,000.00 

April  21, 1898,  amount  allotted  from  appropriation  for  ''National  Defense/' 

act  of  March  9, 1898,  for  cleaning  out  moat  and  ditches 6, 000. 00 

71, 506. 56 
December  20,  1897,  amount  withdrawn  f^om  allotment 10, 000. 00 

61, 506. 56 
July  1, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 48,550.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 12,956.56 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available  as  follows: 

\   For  work  on  battery $6,956.56 

For  cleaning  out  moat  and  ditches 6,000.00 

12,956.56 

Battery  of  sixteen  13-inch  mortars. — The  allotment  for  the  construction 
of  this  battery  was  made  on  June  4, 1897.  Specilications  were  at  once 
issued  for  the  principal  construction  materials  needed;  the  greater  part 
of  the  plant  required  was  transferred  from  other  works. 

The  preliminary  work  of  construction  began  on  June  24, 1897.  The 
old  wharf  leading  to  the  reservation  was  repaired  and  extended  336  feet 
into  the  river,  at  a  cost  of  $3,965.57.  In  addition,  a  movable  bridgeway 
for  transferring  railroad  cars  from  floats  was  erected  on  one  side  of  the 
wharf  by  the  contractors  for  delivering  stone;  this  work  was  done 
without  expense  to  the  United  States.  A  boring  35  feet  deep  was 
made  to  determine  the  nature  of  the  soil  for  the  foandations;  it  was 
found  to  resemble  that  on  the  Kew  Jersey  side  of  the  river,  where  the 
settlement  had  been  uniform  and  not  very  great.  Old  wooden  build- 
ings on  the  reservation  were  repaired  and  fitted  up  for  offices,  carpen- 
ter and  blacksmith  shops,  and  storehouses.  The  site  of  the  battery 
was  cleared,  and  on  July  30,  1897,  excavation  for  the  foundations  was 
begun;  the  total  amount  thus  excavated  was  5,100  cubic  yards.  Con- 
crete was  supplied  by  2  cubical  mixers,  from  which  it  was  carried  on 
cars  to  derricks  and  by  them  swung  to  the  part  of  the  work  under  con- 
struction. Stone  for  concrete  was  delivered  on  cars  on  floats  at  the 
movable  bridgeway^  and  hauled  by  a  locomotive  up  an  inclined  trestle 
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leading  directly  over  the  sand  and  stone  bins.  Washed  sand  was 
received  on  open-deck  barges,  from  which  it  was  transferred  by  backets 
operated  by  derricks  into  cars  and  hauled  to  the  storage  bins.  Mixer 
cars  ruuuing  ander  the  bins  received  their  charges  of  stone  and  sand 
through  slides  and  were  then  hauled  by  cables  to  the  mixers.  Con- 
crete work  was  suspended  for  the  winter  on  December  18,  1897,  and 
resumed  on  March  26, 1898.  During  this  interval  the  placing  of  sand 
in  the  embankment  around  the  battery  was  begun.  The  sand  was 
dredged  from  the  Delaware  Eiver  near  tbe  work,  and  was  delivered 
by  the  contractor  on  open-deck  barges  alongside  the  Government  wharf, 
at  23J  cents  per  cubic  yard;  the  handling  and  placing  of  the  sand  was 
done  by  the  Engineer  Department.  For  this  purpose  a  locomotive  and 
24  side-dumping  cars  were  purchased,  and  a  small  bin  raised  above  the 
car  tracks  was  built  across  the  wharf:  into  it  the  sand  was  dropped  by 
buckets  operated  by  four  derricks.  The  cars  were  run  under  the  bin 
and  filled  by  opening  slides  in  its  bottom.  Clam-shell  buckets  were  at 
first  used  to  transfer  the  sand  from  the  barges  to  the  bin,  but  they  were 
afterwards  replaced  by  ordinary  steel  coal  buckets,  each  filled  on  the 
barge  by  two  men ;  it  was  found  possible  to  operate  more  rapidly  with 
them  than  with  the  clamshell  buckets.  The  placing  of  sand  was  sus- 
pended when  concrete  work  was  resumed  in  the  spring,  but  it  was  begun 
again  on  «)uue  21.  The  total  amount  placed  during  the  fiscal  year  was 
19,927  cubic  yards,  but  of  this  amount  2,1145  cubic  yards  were  taken 
away  and  used  in  the  construction  of  the  emplacements  for  8  inch  and 
12-inch  guns.  Adding  to  the  sand  the  5,100  cubic  yards  excavated  for 
the  foundations,  the  total  amount  of  material  placed  in  the  embank- 
ment around  the  battery  was  22,082  cubic  yards. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  masonry  of  the  battery  was  prac- 
tically completed,  the  only  concrete  work  remaining  to  be  done  being 
the  blast-slopes  around  each  mortar  pit.  They  can  not  be  built  until 
the  sand  filling  against  which  they  are  to  rest  has  reached  a  sufficient 
height.  The  total  amount  of  concrete,  including  large  stones,  placed 
in  the  battery,  is  16,511  cubic  yards,  of  which  1,053  cubic  yards  are  in 
the  mortar  platforms.  Eight  of  the  latter  are  built  entirely  of  Port- 
land concrete;  the  other  8  have  foundations  of  Portland  concrete  topped 
by  two  layers  of  cut  granite. 

The  battery  itself  follows  generally  the  typical  design  of  The  Board 
of  Engineers.  It  is  subject  to  hostile  fire  through  an  arc  of  200°;  the 
amount  of  cover  on  the  side  not  exposed  to  fire  is  reduced ;  the  entrances 
to  the  pits  are  placed  on  this  side,  as  well  as  rooms  for  the  electric- 
lighting  plant  and  for  directing  the  firing.  The  height  of  the  embank- 
ments around  the  battery  is  to  be  5  feet  less  than  that  called  for  by  the 
typical  design.  A  storage  capacity  of  200  rounds  of  ammunition  per 
gun  is  provided ;  this  was  accomplished  by  slightly  increasing  the  width 
of  the  powder  magazines  and  by  enlarging  the  two  magazine  recesses 
connected  with  the  longitudinal  gallery.  In  each  recess  are  to  be  placed 
two  overhead  traveling  cranes,  supporting  sections  of  trolley  rail,  which 
can  be  brought  into  prolongation  of  the  line  of  rails  running  along  the 
side  of  the  gallery.  The  electric  lights  of  the  battery  are  placed  in 
lamps  of  the  marine  standard  type.  All  wires  are  carried  in  overhead 
iron-armored  conduits.  Ourrent  is  supplied  by  a  storage  battery  hav- 
ing a  capacity  of  50  amperes  for  eight  hours.  The  battery  is  charged 
from  a  booster  and  motor,  direct  connected,  which  receive  their  current 
from  the  main  power  plant  in  the  8inch  battery,  a  third  of  a  mile  dis- 
tant.   The  location  of  the  firing  room  places  it  beyond  the  influence  of 
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the  concussion  produced  by  firing  the  mortars.  It  is  connected  by  tel- 
ephone with  a  booth  in  each  pit,  the  wires  being  run  in  overhead  con- 
duits through  the  battery.  Wires  run  from  the  firing  room  to  each 
mortar  in  underground  conduits  through  the  entrances  to  the  pits. 

The  top  slopes  of  the  concrete  over  the  magazines  and  passages  are 
covered  with  a  layer  of  asphalt  three-fourths  of  an  inch  thick.  The 
asphalt  is  composed  of  Seyssel  mastic,  sand,  and  bitumen ;  it  was  put 
on  by  contract  at  $1.26  per  square  yard,  the  contractor  guaranteeing 
under  bond  to  repair  at  his  own  expense  any  leaks  developing  in  it 
within  fifteen  years  of  completion.  The  vertical  sides  of  the  concrete 
an'  coated  with  two  layers  of  coal  tar,  and  are  drained  by  a  3-inch  tile 
drain,  which  runs  around  the  entire  battery  and  is  connected  at  inter- 
vals with  the  main  drainage  system. 

A  pump  room  is  built  in  the  concrete  wall,  forming  the  side  of  the 
entrance  to  the  northern  pits.  The  pump  has  a  capacity  of  1,800  gal- 
lons an  hour,  and  is  operated  by  an  electric  motor.  The  water  is  to  be 
pumped  from  driven  well  points  into  a  tank  built  into  the  rear  slope  of 
the  battery,  and  connected  by  pipes  with  each  of  the  pits  and  with  the 
intersections  of  the  galleries. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  masonry  of  the  battery  was  com- 
pleted, with  the  exception  of  1,300  cubic  yards  still  to  be  placed  in  the 
blast- slope  around  the  pits.  All  16  mortar  carriages  and  8  mortars 
were  mounted;  the  remaining  8  mortars  had  not  been  received.  The 
cost  of  the  battery  up  to  June  30, 1898,  was  $130,461.30.  In  addition, 
the  repairs  and  extension  to  the  wharf  leading  to  the  reservation  had 
cost  $3,965.57,  and  mounting  the  guns  and  carriages  had  cost  $4,619.05. 

'ihe  methods  of  construction,  the  distribution  of  the  gangs,  etc.,  on 
this  work  were  exactly  similar  to  those  at  the  battery  for  10-inch  and 
12-inch  disappearing  guns  and  5-inch  rapid-fire  guns,  a  detailed  report 
of  which  is  contained  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  i897. 

The  following  contracts  were  in  force  during  the  year: 

With  the  Lawrenceville  Cement  Company,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  dated 
July  30, 1897,  approved  August  13, 1897,  for  furnishing  and  delivering 
25,000  barrels  of  Beach's  brand  of  American  Rosendale  cement,  at 
71  cents  per  barrel,  first  delivery  to  be  made  between  July  25  and 
August  15, 1897,  final  delivery  not  specified.  This  contract  was  satis- 
factorily completed  on  May  3,  1898,  a  total  of  26,053  barrels  having 
been  delivered  under  it. 

With  the  Delaware  Construction  Company,  Wilmington,  Del.,  dated. 
July  29,  and  approved  August  16, 1897,  for  furnishing  and  delivering 
15,000  cubic  yards  of  small  broken  stone,  at  $1.23  per  cubic  yard,  first 
delivery  to  be  made  between  July  25  and  August  15, 1897,  final  delivery 
not  specified. 

With  the  Charles  Warner  Company,  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  dated  July 
29,  and  approved  September  17,  1897,  for  furnishing  and  delivering 
7,500  cubic  yards  of  building  sand,  at  28  cents  per  cubic  yard,  first 
delivery  to  be  made  between  July  25  and  August  15, 1897,  final  delivery 
not  specified. 

With  the  Delaware  Construction  Company,  of  Wilmington,  Del., 
dated  December  31, 1897,  approved  January  24, 1898,  for  furnishing 
and  delivering  about  150,000  cubic  yards  of  unwashed  sand  for  embank- 
ments, at  23^  cents  per  cubic  yard,  first  delivery  to  be  made  on  or  about 
Januiury  3, 1898,  final  delivery  at  such  time  after  June  1,  1898,  as  will 
complete  tiie  contract. 
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The  following  tables  show  the  quantity  and  cost  of  each  kind  of 
material  used,  and  the  expenditure  during  the  fiscal  year: 

Quantity  of  each  kind  of  material  u$edf  and  average  cost  delivered  on  or  aJongMe 

ike  wharf, 

26,053  barrels  Rosendale  cement,  per  barrel $0.71 

2,200  barrels  Portland  cement,  per  barrel 1.8445 

13,429.63  cabio  yards  small  broken  stone,  per  cnbic  yard 1.23 

5,056.06  cnbic  yards  sand  for  concrete,  per  cubic  yard 28 

1,853.24  tons  large  broken  stone,  per  ton 85 

19,927  cnbic  yards  sand  for  embankments,  per  cubic  yard 2325 

207,221  pounds  steel  I-beams,  channels,  columns,  and  girders,  per  pound.        .  013 

384  anchor  bolts,  each 1.65 

8  sets  granite  stones  for  platforms,  per  set 532. 00 

3,000  feet  unglazed  tile  drain 72.00 

428  feet  cast-iron  pipe,  4-inch,  6-inch,  and  I2-inoh 106. 97 

1,303  feet  extra  heavy  wrought-iron  pipe,  2^inch,  l|-iuch,  and  1-inch. ..  137.67 

2,440  feet  sewer  pipe,  6-inch,  8- inch,  10-inch,  and  12-jnch 295. 92 

19  manholes,  each 7.19 

8  liand-holes,  each 2. 00 

148,492  feet  yellow  pine  lumber,  per  1,000  feet 18.87 

320  feet  white  pine  lumber,  per  1,000  feet 20.00 

2,000  feet  hemlock,  per  1,000  feet 16.50 

720  feet  oak  lumber,  per  1,000  feet 45.00 

38, 850  shingles,  per  1,000 4.72 

1,500  railroad  ties,  each 382 

55  tons  steel  rails,  per  ton 21.96 

6,200  pounds  railroad  spikes,  per  100  pounds 1. 78 

300  pairs  fish  plates  for  track,  per  pair .   .23 

290  fish  plates  for  wharf,  each ^ 10 

222  tons  anthracite  coal,  per  ton 4.448 

142  tons  bituminous  coal,  per  ton 2.243 

10,824  pounds  iron,  per  pound 0186 

533  pounds  round  machinery  steel,  per  pound 0229 

75  barrels  coal  tar,  per  barrel. 3.69 

11,605  pounds  cut  nails,  per  pound 0134 

6,861  leet  iron-armored   conduit,    If^-inches,   1t^*(j -inches,   i^j-inch,   and 

T^-inch,  including  connections 516.41 

2,160  feet  pump  log  conduit,  per  foot 045 

10,175  feet  electric  wire.  No.  14,  No.  10,  No.  8,  No.  4,  and  No.  1 229.28 

2,154.16  square  yards  mastic,  per  square  yard  in  place 1.26 

11  oars  cinders,  per  car 5.00 

AVERAOB  COST  OF  HANDLING  MATERIALS. 

Cement,  per  barrel : 

Unloading $0.0235 

Hauling 0049 

Storing 0197 

Small  broken  stone,  per  cubic  yard : 

Unloading  and  storing 0784 

Hauling 0260 

Sand  for  concrete,  per  cubic  yard : 

Unloading 1258 

Hauling 0322 

Storing 0227 

Large  broken  stone,  per  ton : 

Unloading 0604 

Hauling 0331 

Storing 0071 

Placing  in  walls 2523 

Sand  for  embankments,  per  cubic  yard: 

Unloading 11455 

Hauling 01555 

Placing 06813 

Excavation,  per  cubic  yard 418723 

Setting  anchor  bolta,  each 448 
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AVBRAGB  COST  OF  MATBRIAL8  IN  PLACE. 

Concrete  masonrr  in  walls  of  magazines  and  galleries,  14,457.7  cnbie  yards : 

^Yarning  (labor,  Inmber,  nails,  etc.) $4,875.18 

Materials  (cement,  sand,  small  and  large  stone,  and  ooal) 41, 835. 43 

Mixing 3,253.46 

Placing  and  ramming 6,394.89 

Preparing  floors  and  laying  pavements  in  magazines  and  galleries. . .  545. 62 

Finishing  face  walls  and  pavements 755.83 

Catting  and  setting  comer  stones  at  intersection  of  galleries 362. 06 

Testing  cement 249.07 

Total 58,271.48 

Cost  in  place,  per  cubic  yard,  $4.03048. 

Masonry  in  platforms  in  two  northern  mortar  pits,  composed  of  435.2 
cubic  yards  concrete  and  100  cubic  yards  cut  stones,  total  of  535.2 
cubic  yards : 

Framing  (labor,  etc.) 431.90 

Materials  (cement,  sand,  and  small  stone) ■  1,877.78 

Miring 194.38 

Placing  and  ramming .^  600.36 

Cost  of  8  sets  of  cut  stones 4,256.00 

Labor  (unloading,  hauling,  and  setting  stones) 631. 45 

Cost  of  anchor  bolts  (192) 253.44 

Labor  (setting  bolts) 43.26 

Total , 8,288.52 

Cost  in  place,  per  cubic  yard,  $15,486. 

Masonry  in  platforms  in  two  southern  mortar  pits,  518  cubic  yards  (all 
concrete) : 

Framing  (labor,  etc.) 506.68 

Materials  (cement,  sand,  and  small  stone) 2,235.20 

Mixing 298.96 

Placing  and  ramming 732.29 

Cost  of  anchor  bolts  (192) 253.44 

Labor  (setting  bolts) 128.72 

Deepening  holes  for  bolts 228.81 

Total 4,384.10 

Cost  in  place,  per  cubic  yard,  $8,463. 

The  additional  cost  of  setting  the  anchor  bolts  in  these  platforms  was  caused  by 
constructing  the  platforms  before  the  bolts  were  received.  Empty  cement  barrels 
were  placed  in  the  positions  for  the  bolts,  and  the  bolts  set  in  these  holes  after  the 
platforms  were  nearly  completed.  These  holes  had  to  be  deepened  afterwards, 
because  the  overseer  had  not  set  the  barrels  at  the  right  elevation. 

Sand  filling: 

19,927  cubic  yards  sand,  at  23^  cents  per  cubic  yard $4, 633. 02 

Unloading 2,282.59 

Hauling 309.81 

Placing 1,357.59 

Shifting  tracks  and  maintenance  of  plant 2,507.27 

Storage  bins  on  wharf 247.80 

Total 11,338.08 

Cost  in  place  per  cubic  yard,  $0.56898. 

Cott  of  unloading  and  mounting  sixteen  mortar  carriages  and  eight  mortan. 

Unloading  mortar  carriages : $754.49 

Setting  bedplates  and  racers 1, 572. 74 

Assembling  top  carriages 1,653.32 

$3,980.55 

Unloading  mortars 89.51 

Mounting  mortars 548. 99 

638. 60 

Total 4,619.05 
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Total  oo$t  of  work  to  June  SO,  X898. 

14,457.7  onbio  yards  of  masonry  in  walls  of  magazinos  and  galleries^  at 

$4.03048  per  cubic  yard 

518  cubic  yards  of  masonry  in  platforms  of  two  southern  mortar  pits  (all 

concrete),  at  98.4635  per  onbio  yard -  -  - 

535.2  cubic  yards  of  masonry  in  platforms  of  two  northern  mortar  pits 

(including  100  cubic  yards  of  cut  stones),  at  $15,486  per  cubic  yard.. . 
5,100  cubic  yards  of  excavation  for  foundations,  at  $0.418723  per  cubic 

yard 

19,927  cubic  yards  of  sand  for  embankment  in  front  of  battery,  at  $0.56898 

per  cubic  yard 

Cost  of  I-beams,  channels,  girders,  etc.,  207,221  pounds 

Cost  of  connecting  and  setting  I-beams,  channels,  and  girders,  etc 

Unloading  and  mounting  mortars  and  carriages 

Cleaniug,  oiling,  and  painting  guus  and  carriages 

Clearing  site  for  battery 

Repairs  and  extension  to  wharf 

Purchase,  construction,  and  installation  of  plant 

Plant  for  water  supply 

Electric-light  plant  (not  complete) 

Drainage  system 

Repairs  and  maintenance  of  plant 

Moving  and  repairing  buildings 

Waterproofing  exterior  walls  with  tar 

Waterproofing  with  asphalt  mastic 

Electric  conduits  (not  complete) 

Storing  ammunition 

Telephone  system  (not  completed) 

Building  dynamo  room  in  mining  casemate 

Maintenance  of  launch  for  mail  service 

Time  allowed  employees  for  legal  holidays 

Superintendence  and  office  expenses 


$58,271.48 
4^384.10 
8,288.52 
2, 135. 49 

11, 838. 08 

2. 695. 41 
390.29 

4, 619. 05 
153.56 
177.95 

8, 965. 57 

13, 008. 62 

990.18 

2. 763. 42 
2, 312. 00 
8,668.66 

945  49 
469.61 

3, 473. 39 

617.64 

52.74 

286.05 

258.13 

1, 630. 74 
9»7.37 

6, 389. 52 


134,283.06 
1, 734. 00 


Outstanding  liabilities,  and  value  of  construction  materials  on  hand . . 

Total 136, 017. 06 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $175,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 130, 461. 30 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 44,538.70 

July  1,1898,  outstanding  liabilities $5,542.76 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 36b  438. 42 

41,981.18 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 2,557.53 

AMraot  of  propoaali  for  furnishing  and  delivering  broken  etone  and  §and  at  the  Govern^ 
ment  wharf,  opened  July  12, 1897,  by  Maj.  G.  W.  Raymond,  Corpe  of  Engineer; 


No. 


1 
2 

8 

4 

6 
6 
7 
8 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


Delaware  ConsU'iictloD  Co.,  Wilmington,  Del 

Michael  Uerron,  Bordentown.  N.J , 

Brandywlne  Granite  Co.,  Wilminirton,  Del 

Kobort  Patterson,  trading  aa  Kobcort  Patterson  &  Son, 

Philadelphia,  Pa 7. 

Irvine  A  Carty.New  York,  N.  Y 

Perryville  Granite  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa 

Charlea  Warner  Co.,  Wilmington,  Del 

Standard  Lime  and  Stone  Co.,  Baltimore,  Md • 


Small  broken  stone, 
16,000  oubio  yards. 


cnblo 
yard. 


$1.23 


1.241 

1.83 
1.66 
1.44 


L26 


TotaL 


$18,460.00 


18,676.00 

19,950.00 
24, 760. 00 
21, 600. 00 


18.760.00 


Sand,  7.600  eaUe 
yards. 


Per 
onbio 
yard. 

TOtaL 

10.32 
.88 

$2,400.00 
2,475.00 

.891 

2,061.28 

.28 

2,100.00 

Contracts  entered  into  aa  follows : 

With  Delaware  Construction  Companv,  dated  Jnlv  29, 1897,  for  the  broken  •toii*> 
With  Charles  Warner  Company,  dated  July  29, 1^,  lor  tha  sand. 
Both  oontFAotA  in  progreii. 
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Ahsiract  of  propoBaU  for  furnishing  and  delivering  about  150,000  cubic  yards  of  eand 
alongside  ike  Government  wharf  at  the  United  States  reservationf  opened  December  £0, 
1897,  by  MaJ.  C.  fV,  Baymond,  Corps  of  Engineers. 


No. 


1 
2 

8 

4 
5 
6 
7 


Name  and  addresB  of  bidder* 


Patrick  Neary  and  D.ConDell,WiliBiDgtoii,  Del 

Bobert  Patteraon.  tradine  as  Robert  Patterson  St  Sod,  Philadelphia,  Pa 

Delaware  Construction  Co.,  Wilmington,  Del 

Frank  H.  Caven,  Philadelphia,  Pa 

Georffe  W.  Bach,  Philadelphia,  Pa 

Morns  &  Cominf^s  Dredging  Co.,  New  York,N.Y 

Charles  Warner  Co.,  WUniington,  Del 


Unwashed  sand, 

160,000  cubio 

yards. 


Per 
onbio 
yard. 


$0.85 
.40 
.23i 
.82 
.424 
.23^ 
.80 


Total. 


$52,600 
60,000 
34,876 
48,000 
63,750 
85,100 
45,000 


Contract  (dated  December  31,  1897)  entered  into  with  the  Delaware  Constmotion 
Company.    In  progress. 

lAsi  of  all  oontraets  in  force,  with  names  of  contractors,  date  of  approval,  of  beginning 

work,  and  expiration. 

With  the  Charles  Warner  Company,  Wilmington,  Del.,  dated  Jnly  29;  1897,  and 
approved  September  17,  1897,  for  fnruiehing  and  delivering  abont  7,500  cubic  yards 
of  bnildiug  sand,  at  28  cents  per  cnbio  yard,  tirot  delivery  to  be  made  between  July 
25  and  Angust  15,  1897;  no  date  fixed  for  iinal  delivery. 

With  the  Delaware  Constrnction  Company,  Wilmington,  'Del.,  dated  July  29, 
and  approved  August  16, 1897,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  about  15,000  cubic  yards 
of  small  broken  stone,  at  $1.28  per  cubic  yard ;  first  delivery  to  be  made  between 
July  25  and  Angust  15,  1897;  no  date  fixed  for  final  delivery. 

With  the  Delaware  Constrnction  Company,  Wilmingtoui  Del.,  dated  December 
31,  1897,  and  approved  January  24.  1898,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  about  150,000 
cubic  yards  of  unwashed  sand,  at  23^  cents  per  cubic  yard;  first  delivery  to  be  made 
on  or  about  January  3, 1898^  final  delivery  at  such  time  after  June  1, 1898,  as  will 
complete  the  contract. 

Torpedo  storage  shed. — On  March  30, 1897,  the  sum  of  $7,200  was 
allotted  from  the  appropriation  for  "Torpedoes  for  Harbor  Defense," 
act  Jane  6, 1896,  for  the  constrnction  of  a  fireproof  shed  for  the  storage 
of  torpedo  material.  The  shed  was  completed  on  November  29, 1897, 
at  a  total  cost  of  $5,588.50.  The  building  is  of  brick,  on  a  grillage 
foundation.  The  roof  is  of  corrugated  iron,  laid  on  steel  purlins  sup- 
ported by  steel  trusses.  A  single  track,  36-inch  gauge,  runs  through 
the  center  of  the  building  and  out  by  a  door  at  each  end;  it  connects 
with  the  trolly  line  leading  to  the  wharf.  For  handling  material  and 
loading  and  unloading  it,  an  overhead  traveling  crane  runs  from  one 
end  of  the  building  to  the  other.  Room  is  provided  for  storing  'j36 
mines,  with  necessary  buoys,  junction  boxes,  coils  of  rope,  and  other 
materials.  For  the  storage  of  the  smaller  and  more  delicate  parts  of 
the  submarine-mining  apparatus  a  room  11  by  11  feet  is  partitioned  off 
from  one  corner  of  the  building.  Mine  anchors  are  piled  on  a  platform 
placed  on  the  ground  just  beyond  one  end  of  the  shed.  It  is  lighted 
by  five  windows  in  each  side,  protected  by  iron  shutters. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended .^ $6,333.47 

June  30, 18^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year $6,  CiOS.  15 

February  28, 1898,  amount  deposited  to  credit  of  the  appro- 
priation        1,826.32 

6,838.47 
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Preservation  and  repair  of  fortifications. — On  June  14,  1897,  the 
Chief  of  En^neers  allotted  the  sum  of  $325  from  the  appropriation  for 
"Preservation  and  Repair  of  Fortifications,"  act  of  March  3,  1897,  to 
be  applied  to  the  works  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Delaware,  Del.  Under 
this  allotment  the  fences  on  one  reservation  were  repaired,  and  two 
new  gates  built  at  the  entrance,  and  two  sluice  gates  with  winches 
were  purchased,  under  circular  and  specifications  dated  April  10, 1898, 
for  another  work,  to  be  delivered  within  three  weeks  of  May  16,  1898. 
At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  the  gates  had  not  yet  been  delivered. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $325.00 

June  30,  18;j8;  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 75. 00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 250.00 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 250. 00 

Emplacement  for  8-inch  rifles, — The  approved  project  under  which 
work  is  being  carried  on  provides  for  the  construction  of  two  emplace- 
ments for  8-inch  disappearing  guns  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $74,000. 
On  March  18,  1898,  the  sum  of  $50,000  was  allotted  by  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  the  construction  of  these  emplacements  from  the  appro- 
priation for  "National  Defense,"  iict  of  March  9, 1898,  with  authority  to 
purchase  all  materials  in  open  market,  and  on  April  1, 1898,  the  remain- 
ing $24,000  were  allotted  from  the  same  appropriation  to  complete  the 
emplacements. 

Preliminary  work  for  the  construction  of  the  battery  began  on  March 
21, 1898.  As  soon  as  the  allotment  was  received  steps  were  taken  to 
purchase  in  open  market,  as  authorized,  the  principal  construction 
materials  needed,  and  arrangements  were  made  and  agreements  entered 
into  with  tlie  contractors  who  are  furnishing  construction  materials  for 
the  mortar  battery,  to  furnish  and  deliver  materials  as  follows : 

With  the  Lawrenceville  Cement  Company,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  to  fur- 
nish and  deliver  0,000  barrels  of  "Beach's"  brand  of  American  Rosendale 
cement,  at  71  cents  per  barrel,  first  delivery  to  be  made  about  May  5, 
1898,  the  terms  of  delivery  and  requirements  .to  be  the  same  as  in  their 
contract  dated  July  30,  1897,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  cement  for 
the  mortar  battery. 

With  the  Delaware  Construction  Company,  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  to 
furnish  and  deliver  about  8,000  cubic  yards  of  small  broken  stone,  at 
$1.23  per  cubic  yard,  first  delivery  to  be  made  April  1,  1898,  the  terms 
of  delivery  and  reciuirements  to  be  the  same  as  in  their  contract  dated 
July  29, 1897,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  small  broken  stone  for  the 
mortar  battery. 

With  the  Delaware  Construction  Company,  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  to 
furnish  and  deliver  about  2,000  tons  of  large  broken  stone,  at  85  cents 
per  ton,  first  delivery  to  be  made  April  1,  1898,  the  terms  of  delivery 
and  requirements  to  be  the  same  as  in  their  informal  contract  dated 
September  17,  1897,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  large  broken  stone 
for  the  mortar  battery. 

With  the  Charles  Warner  Company,  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  to  furnish 
and  deliver  about  1,500  cubic  yards  of  building  sand  for  concrete,  at 
28  cents  per  cubic  yard,  first  delivery  to  be  made  April  7,  1898,  the 
terms  of  delivery  and  requirements  to  be  the  same  as  in  their  contract 
for  furnishing  and  delivering  sand  for  the  mortar  battery. 

An  agreement  was  also  entered  into  with  the  Atlas  Portland  Cement 
Company,  No.  143  Liberty  street.  New  York,  N.  Y.,  to  ftiraish  and 
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deliver  1,300  barrels  of  "Atlas"  brand  of  American  Portland  cement, 
at  $2.15  per  barrel,  delivery  to  be  made  on  or  before  April  15, 1898. 

An  agreement  was  also  entered  Into  with  the  Lawrence  Cement  Com- 
pany, of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  to  furnish  and  deliver  G,000  barrels  of 
"  Hoffman's"  Bosendale  cement,  at  80  cents  per  barrel,  3,000  barrels  to 
be  delivered  April  20,  and  3,000  on  April  27,  1898. 

Before  the  end  of  the  mouth  of  March,  1898,  lumber  for  the  concrete 
plant  and  ties  and  steel  rails  for  the  construction  track  had  been  deliv- 
ered and  the  necessary  excavation  for  the  sand  and  stone  bins  had  been 
made;  railroad  track  had  been  laid  from  the  wharf  to  the  site  of  the 
proposed  emplacements,  a  distance  of  1,800  feet,  and  the  construction 
and  ereotion  of  the  plant  begun.  The  general  arrangement  of  the  plant 
and  the  methods  of  construction  used  are  exactly  similar  to  those 
employed  in  the  construction  of  the  battery  for  10  inch  and  12-inch  dis- 
appearing guns  and  5-inch  rapid-fire  guns,  a  detailed  report  of  which 
will  be  found  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897.  Engines,  derricks,  cars,'  concrete 
mixers  and  mixer  frames,  and  trestles  were  transferred  from  another 
work  and  their  installation  commenced.  Proposals  for  I-beams,  chan- 
nels, anchor  boats,  etc.,  had  been  sent  out  with  quick  delivery  required 
under  penalty. 

The  excavation  for  the  foundations  was  commenced  on  April  1, 1898, 
and  completed  on  April  27,  1898,  a  total  of  944  cubic  yards  being 
removed  and  deposited  in  front  and  rear  of  the  battery  for  embankments. 

The  concrete  plant  was  ready  for  operation  on  April  8, 1898,  on  which 
date  mixing  and  placing  of  concrete  was  commenced.  It  was  carried 
on  from  ten  to  fourteen  hours  a  day  until  June  >S,  1898,  on  which  date 
the  masonry  of  the  battery  was  practically  com]>leted,  including  pave- 
ments of  magazines  and  passages  and  superior  slopes.  During  this 
time  6,940  cubic  yards  of  Eosendale  concrete  and  50  cubic  yards  of 
Portland  concrete  were  placed  in  the  parapet  and  magazine  walls,  and 
1,000  cubic  yards  of  Eosendale  concrete  and  350  cubic  yards  of  Port- 
land concrete  in  the  two  platforms. 

The  platforms,  as  far  as  possible,  were  constructed  first.  The  foun- 
dation bolts  were  set  and  the  platforms  were  ready  for  the  carriages  on 
April  24,  1898,  for  the  south  platform,  and  on  May  1, 1898,  for  the  north 
platform,  respectively. 

The  platforms  having  been  practically  completed,  the  carriages  and 
guns  were  mounted  as  follows: 

South  emplacement — Carriage  No.  13,  received  April  21,  mounted 
May  7, 1898,  and  gun  No.  19,  received  April  18,  mounted  May  11, 1898. 

North  emplacement. — Carriage  No.  8,  received  April  21,  mounted  May 
16, 1898,  and  gun  No.  20,  received  April  18,  mounted  Miiy  18,  1898. 

The  breech  mechanisms  were  put  in,  the  recoil  cylinders  filled  with 
oil,  the  stuffing  boxes  packed,  and  the  guns  made  ready  for  service. 

During  April  1,197  cubic  yards  of  sand,  taken  from  the  embankment 
at  the  mortar  battery,  were  placed  in  the  sand  cores  of  the  foundations 
and  platforms. 

The  two  completed  emplacements  contain  7,940  cubic  yards  of  Rosen- 
dale  concrete  and  400  cubic  yards  of  Portland  concrete.  The  exterior 
walls  are  faced  with  Portland  mortar  2  inches  thick,  mixed  in  the  pro- 
portion of  1  cement  and  3  sand.  Tbe  interior  face  walls  and  the  pave- 
ments of  the  magazines  and  passages  are  of  Portland  mortar  2  inches 
thick,  mixed  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  4.  The  rear  walls  of  the  shot 
chambers  of  the  platforms  are  built  of  Portland  concrete.  The  pave- 
ment on  the  superior  slope  not  exposed  to  the  blast  of  the  guns  is 
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composed  of  2^  inches  to  3  inclies  of  Portland  mortar,  1  to  2.  Where 
exposed  to  the  blast  of  the  guns  it  has  6  inches  of  Portland  mortar,  1 
to  2,  for  the  south  emplacement,  and  12  inches  of  Portland  concrete,  1  to 
3  to  7^,  and  2  inches  of  Portland  mortar,  1  to  2,  for  the  north  emplace- 
ment. The  ceilings  of  all  the  magazines  and  passages  are  boilt  in 
between  the  I-beams  with  flat  arches  of  hollow  tile. 

The  magazines  and  passages  are  completely  waterproofed  by  a  layer 
of  asphalt  concrete  2  inches  thick,  beginning  at  reference  14  and 
extending  up  the  sides  and  over  the  tops  at  an  average  distance  of  3 
feet  from  the  face  walls  and  ceilings ;  783.23  square  yards  of  this  asphalt 
concrete  were  laid  under  contract  with  W.  S.  P.  Shields,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.  Pavements  of  the  loading  platforms  over  the  shot  chambers  are 
made  of  asphalt  mastic  1  inch  thick. 

The  installation  of  the  engines,  dynamos,  and  boiler  for  the  electric 
light  and  power  plant  was  nearly  completed  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year.  This  plant  is  designed  to  furnish  the  necessary  power  for  oper- 
ating the  ammunition  hoists  and  for  furnishing  light  for  both  the  8inch 
and  12  inch  emplacements,  as  well  as  for  charging  the  storage  battery 
at  the  mortar  battery. 

The  work  remaining  to  be  done  consists  in  completing  the  embank* 
ment  in  front  of  the  battery;  in  installing  the  electric  light  and  power 
plant;  in  placing  the  ammunition  hoists  and  the  system  for  the  service 
of  ammunition;  in  erecting  stairways  and  ammunition  cranes  in  rear 
of  the  loading  platforms,  and  balconies  in  rear  of  the  traverses  to  connect 
the  platforms,  and  in  hanging  the  doors.  A  small  amount  of  concrete 
also  remains  to  be  placed  in  the  parapet  to  connect  it  with  the  adjacent 
12  inch  emplacements. 

The  following  tables  show  the  cost  of  each  kind  of  work  as  far  as  com- 
pleted at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year: 

Masonry  in  parapet  and  traverses,  composed  of  6,940  cnbio  yards  of  Rosendale  con- 
crete and  50  cubic  yards  of  Portland  concrete,  a  total  of  6,^90  cable  yards : 

Frammc^  (labor,  lumber,  nails,  etc.) $2,549.90 

Materials  (cement,  sand,  small  and  large  stoue,  and  coal) 18, 233. 31 

Mixing I,5e9.05 

Placine  and  ramming 3, 398. 29 

Preparing  floors  and  laying  pavements  in  magazines  and  on  superior 

slope 275.09 

Total 26,026.24 

Per  cubic  yard  in  place,  $3.72335. 

Masonry  in  gun  platforms,  composed  of  1,000  cubic  yards  of  Rosendale  concrete  and 
350  cubic  yards  of  Portland  concrete,  a  total  of  1,350  cubic  yards: 

Framing  (labor,  lumber,  nails,  etc.) $564.72 

Materials  (cement,  sand,  and  small  stone) 4,3^.07 

Mixing 266.99 

Placing  and  ramming 657.59 

Total 5,786.87 

Per  oubio  yard  in  place,  $4.2862. 

Expenditures  to  June  SO,  1898, 

6,990  cubic  yards  of  concrete  masonry  in  parapet  and  traverses,  at  $3.72386 

per  cubic  yard $26,026.24 

1,350  cubic  yards  of  concrete  masonry  in  gun  platforms,  at  $4.2862  per 

cubic  yard 5,786.87 

944  cubic  yards  of  excavation  fur  foundations,  at  $0.27378  per  oubio  yard.  258.46 

1,197  cubic  vards  of  sand  filling  in  foundations,  at  $0.4303  per  oubio  yard.  615. 06 

I-beams  ana  channels 980.01 

Flat  tile  arches  for  ceilings 850.76 

FiDiaihing  Um»  W9^ 415.83 
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Anchor  bolts $259.92 

Parcbaee,  constmction,  and  installation  of  plant 5, 749. 81 

Unloading  carriages $67.98 

Setting  bedplates  and  racers 64. 04 

Monntiiig  carriages 176.02 

Unloading  gnns 58.09 

Mounting  ^iis 290.75 

Cleaning;  oiling,  and  painting  gnns  and  carriages 24. 87 

681.75 

Waterproofing  exterior  walls  (not  completed) 269. 67 

Water  supply 161. 25 

Drainage  system  (not  completed) 47.50 

Repairs  and  maintenance  of  plant 388.33 

InHtallation  of  electric  light  and  power  plant  (not  completed) 388. 74 

Watching  Government  property : 21. 47 

Time  allowed  employees  for  legal  holidays 106.98 

Repairs  and  maintenance  of  launch 94.84 

Superintendence  and  office  expenses 1,228.25 

Total 44,181.23 

Money  statement 

March  18, 1898,  amount  allotted $50,000.00 

Apiil  1, 1898,  additional  allotment 24,000.00 

$74;  000. 00 

Jnne  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 43, 210. 31 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 30,789.69 

July  1, 1898, outstanding  liabilities $3,024.00 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  informal  con- 
tracts        8,300.00 

11, 324. 00 

July  1, 1896,  balance  available 19,465.69 

Emplacements  for  two  IJSinch  B,  L,  rifles, — The  approved  project 
under  which  work  is  being  carried  on  provides  for  the  construction  of 
two  emplacemcDts  for  12-inch  B.  L.  rifles  on  barbette  uoudisappearing 
carriages.  The  estimated  cost  of  these  two  emplacements  is  $93,000. 
On  April  25, 189S,  a  provisional  allotment  of  $40,000  was  made  by  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  from  the  appropriation  for  <<  National  Defense,"  act 
of  March  9, 1898,  to  be  applied  to  their  construction  with  construction 
under  item  1,  Army  Eegulations,  566,  authorized.  On  May  20, 1898,  an 
additional  allotment  of  $40,000  was  made  by  the  Ohief  of  Engineers 
from  the  same  appropriation. 

The  emplacements  are  situated  one  on  each  flank  of  the  battery  for 
two  8-inch  disappearing  guns.  The  plant  used  in  building  this  battery 
was  employed  for  the  12-inch  emplacements. 

Arrangements  were  made  with  the  contractors  who  were  frirnishing 
construction  materials  for  the  mortar  battery  and  the  8-inch  battery 
to  tumish  and  deliver  the  construction  materials  required,  at  the  same 
prices  and  under  the  same  requirements. 

An  agreement  was  also  entered  into  witb  the  Atlas  Cement  Com- 
pany, New  York,  N.  Y.,  to  furnish  and  deliver,  on  or  before  June  19, 
1898,  about  1,250  barrels  of  Portland  cement,  «< Atlas"  brand,  at  $2.20 
per  barrel. 

Excavation  to  reference  5  for  the  foundations  was  commenced  on 
May  1  and  completed  on  June  14, 1898,  550  cubic  yards  being  removed 
for  the  foundations  of  the  south  emplacement  and  780  cubic  yards  for 
those  of  the  north  emplacement,  making  a  total  of  1,330  cubic  yards 
removed  for  the  two  emplacements.  TMs  material  was  all  placed  in 
the  embankment  in  front  of  the  battery. 
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Concrete  construction  was  begun  on  the  south  emplacement  on  May 
19, 1898.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  2,732  cubic  yards  of  Boseu- 
dale  concrete  and  10  cubic  yards  of  Portland  concrete  had  been  placed 
in  the  parapet  and  magazines,  and  547  cubic  yards  of  Bosendale  con- 
crete and  159  cubic  yards  of  Portland  concrete  had  been  placed  in  the 
platform.  This  was  completed,  with  the  exception  of  the  asphalt  pave- 
ment, ready  for  the  carriage. 

Concrete  construction  on  the  north  emplacement  was  begun  on  June 
8, 1898.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  2,529  cubic  yards  of  Bosendale 
concrete  and  10  cubic  yards  of  Portland  concrete  had  been  placed  in 
the  parapet  and  magazines,  and  392  cubic  yards  of  Bosendale  concrete 
and  40  cubic  yards  of  Portland  concrete  had  been  placed  in  the  plat- 
form, making  a  total  of  6,419  cubic  yards  of  concrete  placed  for  both 
emplacements  out  of  a  total  of  10,700  cubic  yards  estimated. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-one  square  yards  of  asphalt  waterproof 
concrete  were  placed  around  and  over  the  magazine  of  the  south 
emplacement,  at  an  average  distance  of  3  feet  from  the  sides  and  ceil- 
ings, and  42  square  yards  for  the  north  emplacement,  the  work  being 
done  under  contract  with  W.  S.  P.  Shields,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Seven  hundred  and  sixty-two  cubic  yards  of  sand  filling  had  been 
placed  in  the  sand  core  of  the  foundations  of  the  south  emplacement, 
and  986  cubic  yards  in  the  sand  core  of  the  foundations  of  the  north 
emplacement,  making  a  total  of  1,748  cubic  yards  for  the  two  emplace- 
ments. This  sand  was  taken  from  the  embankment  at  the  mortar 
battery. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  construction  materials  had  been  deliv- 
ered for  these  emplacements  as  follows: 

Portland  cement barrels..        1,750 

Rosendale  cement do....        4,310 

Small  broken  stone cubic  yards..  6,040.01 

Large  broken  stone tons..  1,133.36 

Sand  for  concrete cubic  yards..  2,380.63 

Owing  to  delays  in  receiving  the  cement  ordered  for  these  emplace- 
ments, the  supply  of  3,300  barrels  on  hand  at  the  mortar  battery  had 
to  be  used,  as  well  as  1,500  barrels  of  the  last  load  ordered  for  the 
8-inch  emplacements. 

It  is  expected  that  all  the  concrete  work  of  these  emplacements  will 
be  completed  by  July  30, 1898.  The  guns  and  carriages  will  be  mounted 
as  soon  as  received. 

Money  statement 

April  25, 1898,  amount  allotted $40,000.00 

May  20, 1898,  additional  allotment 40,000.00 

$80,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year 6, 680. 96 

July  1, 1898, balance  unexpended 73,319.04 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $21, 149. 21 

July  1,  1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  informal  con- 
tracts       13,041.16 

34,190.37 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 39,128.67 

Emplacements  for  two  4.72'inoh  rapid-fire  guns. — ^On  April  6,  1898,  a 
preliminary  allotment  of  $6,000  wa>s  made  from  the  appropriation  for 
<^!National  Defense,''  act  of  March  9, 1898,  for  the  construction  of  emplace- 
ments for  two 4.72inch  rapid-fire  guns  purchased  abroad.  In  order  to 
have  these  guns  mounted  and  ready  for  service  as  speedily  as  possible 
it  was  decided  to  erect  temporary  platforms  for  them  on  the  barbette 
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of  the  old  fort.  The  work  was  begun  on  April  14, 1808,  and  completed 
on  April  30, 1898.  Special  foundation  bolts  were  purchased  and  an- 
chored in  the  masonry  of  the  fort;  around  them  concrete  platforms  were 
built  to  a  height  2  feet  below  the  crest  of  the  parapet;  24.5  cubic  yards 
of  concrete  were  used.  The  guns  arrived  on  April  23,  and  were  mounted 
in  position  by  May  6, 1898.  A  supply  of  ammunition  was  received  on 
May  6  and  stored  in  adjacent  magazines  of  the  fort.  The  total  cost  of 
erecting  the  platforms  and  mounting  the  guns  was  $730.68. 

On  June  14, 1898,  the  Chief  of  Engineers  approved  a  project  for  two 
permanent  emplacements  to  take  the  place  of  the  temporary  platforms; 
their  estimated  cost  is  $19,000.  On  June  18  an  additional  sum  of 
$13,750  was  allotted  for  the  construction  of  these  emplacements  from 
the  appropriation  for  "National  Defense." 

The  emplacements  are  located  to  the  west  of  the  fort,  the  crest  being 
pushed  as  far  to  the  front  as  the  field  of  fire  of  the  12-inch  guns  of  the 
proposed  battery  inside  the  fort  will  pcirmit,  remaining  in  the.field  of 
fire  of  the  flank  gun  only  when  traversed  more  than  60  degrees  to  the 
west  of  the  normal.  In  this  position  the  two  E.  F.  guns  have  a  field  of 
fire  of  nearly  300  degrees;  the  fort,  the  torpedo  casemate,  and  one  or 
two  buildings  on  the  island  preventing  them  from  having  an  all-around 
fire. 

The  emplacements  have  been  designed  with  the  object  of  reducing 
the  concrete  to  the  smallest  amount  consistent  with  affording  good  cover 
to  the  magazines  and  the  requisite  field  of  fire  to  the  guns.  The  thick- 
nesses of  horizontal  and  vertical  cover  adopted  by  The  Board  of  Engi- 
neers for  the  typical  5-inch  K.  F.  emplacements  have  been  closely  fol- 
lowed. The  crest  has  been  placed  as  low  reference  20  as  is  believed 
to  be  consistent  with  obtaining  a  good  command.  The  entrances  to  the 
magazines  open  toward  the  fort,  which  covers  them  from  hostile  fire. 

The  battery,  which  has  been  made  as  light  as  practicable,  is  to  be 
constructed  on  a  pile  and  grillage  foundation. 

On  June  22, 1898,  the  work  of  IJiying  the  necessary  construction  track 
to  the  site  of  the  battery  was  begun,  and  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year 
this  work  had  been  completed,  and  a  pile  driver  had  been  set  up  ready 
to  begin  driving  the  206  piles  required  for  the  foundations. 

The  lumber  and  piles  for  the  foundations  had  been  ordered,  and  ar- 
rangements made  for  the  purchase  and  delivery  of  the  necessary  con- 
struction materials. 

A  concrete  mixer,  complete  with  frame  and  trestle,  and  a  double- 
drum  hoisting  engine  for  running  the  pile  driver,  had  been  transferred 
from  another  fort. 

Money  statement 

AprUe,  1898,  amonnt  allotted $6,000.00 

JnnelS,  1898,  additional  allotment 13,750.00 

$19, 750. 00 

Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 732. 68 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 19, 017. 32 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities $289. 24 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  informal  contracts      1, 769. 23 

2, 058. 47 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 16,958.85 

Submarine  mines  in  the  Delaware  River,  defenses  of  Philadelphia^  Pd. — 
Before  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  two  mining  casemates  were  roughly 
fitted  up  to  be  placed  in  full  working  order  when  the  emergency  arose. 
The  torpedo  material  and  apparatus  on  hand  were  overhauled  and 
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placed  in  good  condition;  a  loading  room  was  fitted  up  in  the  cement 
storage  shed  near  the  fort  and  a  pole  line  was  rnn  from  it  to  the  case- 
mate; base  lines  were  laid  out  to  cover  completely  the  various  mine 
fields  and  charts  were  prepared  for  use  in  judgment  firing.  Sufficient 
dynamite  to  load  one  grand  group  of  mines  was  purchased  and  stored 
in  one  of  the  magazines  of  the  fort.  Arrangements  were  made  to  have 
additional  quantities  of  dynamite  delivered  as  required  on  short  notice 
alongside  the  fort  wharf.  Six  miles  of  single  and  two  miles  of  multiple 
cable,  sufficient  with  the  cable  on  hand  to  allow  of  the  planting  of  three 
grand  groups,  were  purchased.  Everything  was  gotten  in  readiness, 
and  all  arrangements  were  made  to  begin  the  planting  of  mines  as  soon 
as  the  order  was  received.  This  order  arrived  on  April  22,  and  on  May 
13,  1898,  it  was  reported  that  the  planting  of  three  grand  groups  of 
mines — all  lor  which  the  requisite  materials  were  on  hand — had  been 
satisfactorily  completed  the  day  before.  The  work  was  delayed  by 
storms;  and  tbe  strong  tidal  currents  made  it  more  difficult  than  had 
been  anticipated.  The  planting  of  the  mines  and  the  laying  of  the 
cables  were  done  from  a  small  lighter,  having  a  steam  derrick,  lashed 
alongside  the  engineer  tug  Delatcare.  A  naphtha  launch,  for  the  use 
of  the  engineer  officer  and  for  purposes  of  communication  generally, 
and  four  rowboats  for  junction-box  boats,  were  also  employed.  The 
force  used  was  collected  from  various  sources.  The  whole  work  was 
under  charge  of  an  engineer  officer,  who  superintended  personally  all 
operations  on  the  water.  An  assistant  engineer,  who  had  become  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  the  torpedo  system,  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
casemate,  and  two  former  noncommissioned  officers  of  engineers  directed 
the  operations  of  the  loading  room.  The  detail  from  Willets  Point, 
consisting  of  a  corporal  and  six  privates,  was  used  in  the  loading  room 
and  with  the  boat  parties.  Skilled  linemen  and  jointers  were  obtained 
from  Philadelphia,  while  laborers,  riggers,  carpenters,  etc.,  were  trans- 
ferred temporarily  from  the  works  of  fortification.  Men  sent  down  by 
the  Bell  Telephone  Company,  of  Philadelphia,  established  telejihonic 
communication  between  tbe  casemate,  loading  roon^^  and  ends  of  the 
base  line.  They  also  laid  a  lead-covered  cable  in  the  river  to  the  case- 
mate on  the  Delaware  shore.  It  was  found  not  to  be  strong  enough  to 
stand  the  strong  tidal  currents  and  was  soon  taken  up.  Two  tugs  were 
hired  as  patrol  boats  and  stationed  one  above  and  the  other  below  the 
mine  fields.  They  were  on  duty  day  and  night  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal 
year,  and  secured  a  rigid  enforcement  of  the  regulations  governing  the 
passage  of  vessels  past  the  mines.  After  the  first  two  weeks  little 
trouble  was  experienced  in  enforcing  these  regulations. 

Two  of  the  grand  groups  planted  are  in  the  main  channel  of  the 
river  and  are  operated  from  a  mining  caseniate.  The  third  group 
blocks  the  secondary  channel,  and  is  operated  from  another  mining 
casemate.  Both  casemates  are  fully  equipped  with  apparatus  of  the 
new  design  and  are  lighted  by  electricity.  Tests  to  ascertain  the  con- 
dition of  the  mines  are  made  and  recorded  daily.  Two  search  lights 
are  set  up,  one  on  the  New  Jersey  side  and  one  on  the  Delaware  side. 
The  latter  is  operated  every  night.  A  surveying  party  from  the  engi- 
neer office  was  present  during  the  planting  of  the  mines.  They  estab- 
lished ranges  for  locating  the  junction  boxes  and  located  each  mine  as 
planted.  Its  position  was  subsequently  plotted  on  the  specially  pre- 
pared charts. 

During  May,  1898,  it  was  found  necessary  to  take  up  and  destroy 
one  mine  from  grand  group  No.  2,  it  having  been  struck  and  seriously 
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damaged  by  the  propeller  of  some  vessel.  One  mine  of  grand  group 
No.  3  had  its  mooring  rope  broken,  apparently  by  the  action  of  the 
strong  tidal  cnrrents.  Two  other  mines  of  the  same  grand  group 
became  detached  in  June.  All  were  picked  up  and  stored  away  to  be 
replanted. 

The  condition  of  the  planted  mines  steadily  deteriorated  from  the 
time  of  planting.  On  June  30, 181)8,  eleven  out  of  the  twenty  one  triple 
groups  could  no  longer  be  used  for  automatic  firing,  though  they  were 
still  available  for  purely  judgment  firing.  The  ten  remaining  groups 
could  still  be  fired  either  way,  but  tbe  leaks  shown  in  tbem  were 
steadily  growing  worse.  The  tests  also  seem  to  indicate  that  several 
mines,  in  addition  to  those  found  floating,  have  had  their  electrical 
connection  with  the  casemate  broken. 

The  troops  of  the  engineer  detachment  were  frequently  exercised  in 
the  judgment-firing  drill.  Guards  were  stationed  at  the  casemates 
each  night. 

Money  statement 

March  18, 1898,  amount  allotted $1,500.00 

March  3, 1^98,  additional  allotment 2(X).00 

April  4, 1898,  additional  allotm  nt 8,000  00 

Jnne  10, 1898,  additional  allotment 4,500.00 

Jnne  16, 18il8,  additional  allotment 8,500.00 

Jnne  30, 1898,  additional  allotment 4,500.00 

$22,200.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 9, 794. 17 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 12,405.83 

July  1,1898,  outstanding  liabilities $2,810.85 

July  1,  1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  informal  con- 
tracts        1,546.00 

4, 356. 85 

July  1, 1898, balance  available 8,048.98 

Rebuilding  and  enlarging  dilce  at  Fort  Mifflin,  Pa. — The  river  and  har- 
bor act  of  June  3,  18*Jt5.  required  the  expenditure  of  $3,(K)0,  from  the 
appropriation  for  improving  Delaware  River,  upon  this  work. 

Under  date  of  October  7, 189(5,  contract  was  entered  into  with  James 
J.  Co wgill,  of  Paulsboro,  N.  J.,  for  the  required  reconstruction  and  exten- 
sion. Work  under  this  contract  was  completed  in  December,  189G.  The 
dike  on  the  northeastern  side  of  tbe  reservation,  extending  from  high 
ground  at  the  old  Lazaretto  for  a  distance  of  1,800  feet  along  the  Schuyl- 
kill River  Iront  and  an  additional  distance  of  300  feet  along  the  Dela- 
ware River  front,  was  rebuilt  and  repaired.  The  top  is  now  10  feet 
above  mean  low  water  and  has  a  width  of  12  feet.  The  interior  face 
has  a  slope  of  I  on  2,  and  the  stone  revetment  on  the  exterior  slope  has 
been  relaid  and  raised  to  the  full  height  of  the  dike. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  $503.36,  of  the  balance  remaining  available 
July  1, 1897,  was  expended  in  repairing  280  feet  of  dike  along  the  Dela- 
ware Kiver  front  by  widening  the  top  to  6  feet  and  relaying  the  face 
stone,  in  renewing  a  sluice  through  the  short  connecting  bank  between 
the  main  bank  and  the  exterior  battery  of  the  fort,  and  in  stopping  leaks 
in  the  main  bank. 

Money  statement. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $571.60 

Jnne  30,  1898,  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 563. 36 

July  1,  1898,  balance  nnexpended 8.24 

BNa  98—42 
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4G. 

DEFENSES  OF  BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND. 

OfiQcer  in  charge^  Brig.  Gen.  Peter  0.  Hains,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Col- 
onel, Corps  of  Engineers,  with  Lieut  Charles  W.  Kutz,  Corps  of  £)iigi- 
neers,  as  assistant  until  October  22, 1897,  and  from  April  1, 1898,  to 
June  10,1898;  during  the  remaining  portions  of  the  fiscal  year  they 
were  in  the  temporary  charge  of  Lieut.  Charles  W.  Kutz,  Corps  of 
Engineers. 

Fort  Mc Henry,  Md. — The  fortifications  at  this  place  were  commenced 
in  1775,  and  in  1794  the  existing  work  was  built. 

Although  the  old  fort  has  become  almost  useless  as  a  defensive  work 
against  naval  attack,  the  site  is  still  an  important  one  and  needed  for 
other  purposes. 

There  were  no  operations  during  the  fiscal  year,  except  those  of 
preparation  for  certain  repairs  to  be  done  with  funds  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  preservation  and  repair  of  fortifications. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $5,663.91 

April  16, 1898,  transferred  to  another  work $3,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 620. 40 

3, 620. 40 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2,043.51 

Emplacements  for  one  IS-inch  and  three  S-inch  rifles* — ^The  project  and 
plans  for  the  battery  were  submitted  October  28, 1896,  and  approved 
October  29, 1896.  This  work  was  done  under  a  contract  with  Jones, 
Pollard  &  Co.,  dated  December  23, 1896.  Actaal  work  was  begun  in 
January,  1897,  and  completed  June  30,  1898.  The  contract  expired 
September  23, 1897,  but  was  twice  extended. 

This  battery  is  of  the  half-sunken  type,  with  the  crest  held  at  refer- 
ence 41.5  feet  above  mean  low  water,  the  general  reference  of  the  ground 
being  30  feet  above  the  same  datam*. 

The  8-inch  guns  face  due  east,  while  the  crest  of  the  12-inch  gun  is 
withdrawn  at  an  angle  of  42^  30'.  As  a  protection  against  enfil^e  fire 
the  magazines  and  shot  rooms  were  placed  forward  of  the  interior  crest 
line  instead  of  in  the  traverses,  and  the  loading  passages  were  pro- 
tected by  an  embankment  of  earth  sloping  toward  the  su&en  rosMlway 
in  rear. 

Two  wells  were  placed  in  rear  of  each  emplacement  to  receive  cranes 
for  ammunition  service.  A  third  crane  is  placed  in  the  open  passage 
connecting  the  sunken  roadway  with  the  loading  passage.  The  for> 
ward  portion  of  each  traverse  is  of  solid  concrete  and  the  rear  portion 
of  earth,  with  a  small  storeroom  beneath  it. 

A  douDle  car,  flush-deck  elevator  was  placed  on  the  loading  platform 
of  the  12-inch  gun  for  the  service  of  ammunition.  It  is  arranged  for 
both  electric  and  hand  power.  It  is  fitted  with  safety  clutches  at  each 
corner  and  provided  with  automatic  terminal  stops. 

The  battery  is  lighted  by  electricity.  In  the  magazines  and  shot 
rooms  the  lights  were  placed  in  recesses  in  the  walls,  behind  heavy 
plate  glass  held  in  brass  frames,  the  controlling  switches  being  placed 
outside  of  the  rooms.  The  power  plant  which  is  used  for  lighting  the 
battery  consists  of  a  10-kilowatt  direct-connected  unit  wound  for  110 
volts  and  supplemented  by  a  booster  and  a  storage  battery,  the  latter 
capable  of  operating  all  the  lights  in  the  battery  for  a  period  of  five 
hours. 
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The  power  house  is  located  on  the  left  flank  of  the  battery,  and  is  well 
protected  against  the  fire  of  an  enemy.  It  is  of  ample  size  and,  being 
open  to  the  rear,  is  always  well  ventilated. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  the  contractors  had  practically 
completed  the  wharf,  excavated  13,681  cubic  yards  of  material  and 
deposited  it  in  the  parapet,  and  laid  1,682  cubic  yards  of  concrete. 
Since  then  work  has  been  carried  on  continuously,  except  during  the 
months  of  January  and  February,  1898,  when  severe  weather  necessi- 
tated a  stoppage.  During  March,  April,  and  May  work  was  carried 
on  day  and  night.  Two  of  the  8-inch  platforms  were  completed  Decem- 
ber 20, 1897 ;  the  third  8  inch  platform  and  the  12- inch  platform  were 
completed  in  March,  1898. 

The  principal  items  of  work  were: 

Excavation — 

Common,  31,253  cnbio  yards,  at  32  cents $10,000.86 

Hardpan,  545  cable  yards,  at  36  cents 196.20 

No.  1,  14,986  cubic  yards,  at  $4.36 65,189.10 

No.  2, 1,148  cubic  yards,  at  $7.15 8,208.20 

Grading,  19,000  cubic  yards,  at  19  cents 3,610.00 

The  total  cost  of  the  battery,  including  superintendence,  amounted 
to  $143,800. 

The  armament  was  delivered  by  the  quartermaster  on  the  wharf, 
distant  900  feet  from  the  battery.  The  three  8inch  guns  and  carriages 
were  moved  to  a  position  in  front  of  the  battery  at  a  cost  of  $692.24, 
the  work  being  done  by  contract.  They  were  mounted  by  hired  labor 
at  a  cost  of  $1,200.  The  12-inch  gun  and  carriage  were  moved  from 
the  wharf  and  mounted  at  a  cost  of  $2,000,  the  work  being  done  by 
hired  labor. 

The  site  of  the  battery,  which  was  being  seriously  injured  by  erosion, 
was  partially  protected  by  the  deposit  along  the  shore  line  of  3,019 
cubic  yards  of  riprap,  and  placing  4,476  cubic  yards  of  oyster  shell  and 
earth  fill  behind  it,  at  a  cost  of  $6,645.41,  the  funds  being  derived  from 
the  appropriation  for  ''Preservation  and  Eepaiv  of  Fortifications,'^ 

The  funds  for  building  the  battery  were  derived  from  allotments  from 
the  appropriation  for  '*Gun  and  Mortar  Batteries,"  act  of  March  3, 1897, 
except  $5,500,  which  was  allotted  from  the  appropriation  of  June  6, 
189B. 

Money  statements. 

QVS  AND  MORTAR  BATTERIES. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  imexpendca $130,828.54 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 102, 537. 14 

Jnly  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 28,291.40 

July  1,1898,  outstanding Uabilities 28,291.40 

MOUNTING  GUNS  AND  CARRIAGES. 

Allotments $3,200.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3, 190. 34 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 9.66 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 9.66 

PRESERVATION  AND  REPAIR  OP  FORTIFICATIONS. 

Shore  protection. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended I $7,000.00 

June  30, 18^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 6, 749. 91 

July  1, 1808,  balance  unexpended ^S]^*^ 
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Jhstraci  of  propoBaU  far  mwii%g  <m«  S-iwik  ^un  oarriagt  and  Xhret  S-inoh  gum  from  the 
wharf  to  8iU  of  the  gun  battery;  opened  at  the  United  States  Engineer  Office,  Baltimore^ 
Md,,  ai  noon,  January  S,  1898, 


No. 


1 
2 
8 


Kame  and  address  of  bidder. 


Amount. 


Wm.  H.  Brown,  Baltimore,  Md 

Louis  E.  Broom,  Baltimore,  Md 

James  McC  Gibson,  Baltimore,  Md. 


$641.00 
400.00 
836.00 


Contraet  with  Louis  E.  Broom. 

Contraote  in  foroe  during  thefiecal  year. 

With  Jonee,  Pollard  &  Co.  for  hnilding  agnn  hatterv;  approved  Jannary  5,  1897, 
commeDced  in  January,  1897,  and  was  completed  Jane  30, 1^8;  with  Louis  £.  Broom 
for  movinff  ordnance,  approved  January  21, 1898,  commenced  in  January,  1898,  and 
wofi  completed  January  26,  1898. 

EmpUwements  for  two  4.7  inch  R.  F.  guns. — ^The  construction  of  these 
emplacements  was  authorized  by  the  Ohief  of  Engineers  in  letter  dated 
March  19, 1898.  The  work  was  done,  under  an  oral  agreement,  by  Jones, 
Pollard  &  Co.,  the  contractors  for  the  8-inch  and  12-inch  gun  battery. 
It  was  commenced  April  2, 1898,  and  practically  completed  May  10, 
1898. 

The  platforms  are  not  entirely  finished,  a  well  having  been  left  to 
permit  the  setting  of  the  foundation  bolts  on  the  arrival  of  the  carriages. 
Tlie  earthen  parapet  is  also  incomplete,  and  the  slopes  are  not  sodded. 
This  work  is,  however,  in  progress,  and  will  be  completed  during  the 
ensuing  month. 

The  crest  of  this  battery  is  in  prolongation  of  that  of  the  8-inch  gun 
battery,  and  is  held  at  the  same  reference.  Owing  to  the  limited  area 
of  the  site,  the  guns  were  placed  only  36  feet  apart  instead  of  45  feet,  as 
specified  by  The  Board  of  Engineers  for  5-iuch  gun  batteries,  and  a 
single  magazine  was  built  for  the  two  guns. 

The  mass  of  the  concrete,  known  as  No.  1,  was  mixed  in  the  pro- 
portions of  1,  2,  and  4,  natural  cement  being  used.  The  exposed  sur- 
faces were  faced  with  6  inches  of  granolithic  concrete,  placed  and  rammed 
with  the  No.  1  concrete.  This  was  mixed  in  the  proportions  of  1,  1  J, 
and  2,  Portland  cement  being  used,  and  the  stone  of  such  size  %b  to 
pass  through  a  half-inch  ring.  Plans  have  been  prepared  for  an  ammu- 
nition hoist  for  this  battery,  and  it  is  proposed  to  install  it  in  the  near 
future. 

The  principal  items  of  work  completed  to  date  are — 

981  cubic  yards  concrete  No.  1,  at  $5.06 $4,963.86 

89  cubic  yards  concrete  No.  2,  at  $12 1,068, 00 

1,513  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  35  cents 529.55 

1,596  pounds  iron  bridge,  at  8  cents 127.68 

Funds  were  derived  from  the  allotment  from  the  appropriation  for 
<«  National  Defense/'  act  March  9, 1898. 

Money  statement. 

AUotments $15,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  ^scal  year 7,592.70 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 7,407.30 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 1,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 6,407.30 

Battery  for  eight  13  inch  B.  L.  mortars. — ^The  project  and  plans  for  the 
battery  were  submitted  September  19^  1896,  and  approved  September 
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23, 1896.  The  work  was  done  under  a  contract  with  Sanford  &  Brooks, 
dated  November  7, 1896.  Actaal  work  was  began  December  10, 1896, 
and  completed  June  30, 1898.  The  contract  expired  October  1, 1897,  but 
was  twice  extended. 

The  battery  is  of  the  rectilinear  type,  with  the  crest  held  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  42  feet  above  mean  low  water,  the  level  of  the  ground  varying 
from  7  feet  to  16  feet  above  the  same  datum.  The  two  pits  are  120  feet 
apart,  and  open  to  the  rear.  The  magazines  and  shell  rooms  are  placed 
in  front  of  the  pits  and  are  accessible  by  means  of  a  longitudinal 
l^assage  in  the  traverse. 

To  secure  a  good  foundation  for  the  platforms  it  became  necessary 
to  carry  the  concrete  work  down  to  a  point  4.6  feet  below  the  plane  of 
mean  low  water.  The  platforms  are  built  entirely  of  Portland  cement 
concrete,  and  no  settlement  whatever  is  discernible. 

The  walls  surrounding  magazines,  shell  rooms,  and  passages  are  built 
of  natural  cement  concrete,  faced  with  6  inches  of  granolithic  concrete. 
The  front  part  of  the  parapet  is  built  of  common  sand,  while  the  traverse 
and  flanks  are  built  of  earth.  Air  spa(;es  were  not  built  around  the 
magazines.  As  a  precaution  against  leakage  the  top  surface  of  the 
concrete  was  laid  with  decided  slopes,  and  then  coated  with  alternate 
washes  of  soap  and  alum  in  saturated  solutio^.  Six  coats  of  each  were 
applied.  A  3-Jnch  tile  drain  covered  with  broken  stone,  was  laid 
around  the  foundations  of  the  walls  and  only  good  sand  was  back  filled 
against  the  concrete. 

The  magazines,  which  are  kept  constantly  closed,  are  dry,  but  the 
shell  rooms  and  passages  are  wet,  and  the  moisture  Is  thought  to  be 
entirely  due  to  condensation.  Recesses  for  electric  blowers,  with  the 
necessary  inlet  and  outlet  pipes,  were  left  in  the  walls,  and  their  instal- 
lation is  expected  to  dry  up  much  of  the  existing  moisture.  A  powder 
car,  running  on  an  overhead  tramrail,  was  placed  in  the  longitudinal 
jmi$sage.  It  has  room  for  eight  charges  of  powder,  and  will  expedite 
the  delivery  of  powder  from  the  magazines  to  the  trucks.  A  power- 
house was  built  in  the  rear  portion  of  the  traverse.  It  is  intended  to 
contain  all  the  electric  plant  that  will  be  required  tor  the  batteries  at 
this  place. 

The  lighting  of  this  battery  by  electricity  was  not  provided  for  in 
Sanford  &  Brooks's  contract.  Specifications  covering  this  work  were 
issued  June  3,  1898,  and  a  contract  ^has  been  entered  into  with  the 
£llicott  Machine  Company,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  approved  by  the 
Chief  of  Engineers. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  the  contractors  had  completed  the 
wharf,  excavated  6,591  cubic  yards  of  material  and  deposited  it  in 
the  parapet,  and  laid  1,403  cubic  yards  of  concrete.  Since  then  work  has 
been  carried  on  continuously  except  during  the  months  of  January  and 
February,  1898,  when  severe  weather  interfered.  The  length  of  time 
0(!cupied  in  building  this  battery  was  mainly  due  to  the  lack  of  proper 
plant.  The  contractor  mixed  all  his  concrete  by  hand,  and  much  of  it 
was  carried  from  the  mixing  boards  to  its  place  of  deposit  in  MiAeel- 
barrows. 

The  principal  items  of  work  were: 

Excavation,  S,248  cnbio  yards,  at  66  cents $4,536.40 

Fill  brought  to  the  reservation : 

Earth,  34.826  cubic  yards,  at  29  cents 10,099.64 

Sand,  30,095  cubic  yards,  at  45  cents 13, 542. 75 

Concrete  No.  1, 6,441  cubic  yards,  at  $4.73 30,465.93 

Concrete  No.  2, 1,010  cubic  yards,  at  $6.54 6,605.40 

Conorete  No.  8k  816  oubio  yanU,  at  $8.73 7ai4.Q(i 
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The  total  cost  of  the  battery,  inclading  saperintendence,  amounted 
to  $113,000. 

The  armament  was  delivered  by  the  qnartermaster  on  the  wharf, 
distant  2,000  feet  from  the  battery.  The  carriages  arrived  prior  to  the 
completion  of  the  battery  and  were  stored  on  the  reservation,  a  wooden 
shed  having  been  built  for  the  protection  of  the  smaller  parts.  The 
cost  of  moving  them  from  the  wharf  and  storing  them  amounted  to 
$829.57,  in  which  is  included  the  cost  of  the  shed.  From  the  place  of 
storage  they  were  taken  to  the  battery  and  mounted  at  a  cost  of 
$2,052.94.  The  mortars  were  moved  from  the  wharf  and  mounted  at  a 
cost  of  $640.46.  This  work  was  all  done  by  the  contractor^  for  the 
battery  under  the  supervision  of  this  office,  and  paid  for  as  an  item 
under  paragraph  66  of  the  specifications  governing  their  contract. 

The  funds  for  building  the  battery  were  derived  from  the  appropria- 
tion tor  <<  Gun  and  Mortar  Batteries,"  acts  of  June  6, 1896,  and  March 
3, 1897. 

Money  statement 

July  1,1897,  bftlance  unexpended $103,793.94 

Jane  2,  1898,  withdrawn 6,900.00 

Jane  30,  1898,  amount  ezpendea  daring  fiscal  year 77, 631. 71 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 19,262.23 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 16,867.54 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 2,394.69 

Appropriationj  **Natianal  DefeneCf'*  act  March  9, 1898,  AhBtraet  of  proposal  for  an  eleo- 
tric-power  plant,  opened  at  the  United  States  Engineer  Office,  Baltimore,  Md.,  at  noon, 
June  IS,  1898. 


Ko. 


2 

8 

4 
6 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


Sonthem  Eleotrio  Co.,  Baltimore,  Md.. 

Wallace  Stobbins,  Baltimore,  Md 

McCay  Engineeriiig  Co.,  Baltimore,  Md 

EUioott  Machine  Co.,  Baltimore,  Md. . . 

Lazeuby  Sc  Fender,  Baltimore,  Md 


Amoant. 


$3,900 

4,000 

4.678 
8. 043 

2,995 
2,820 

8, 260 


Remarks. 


Using  'Westinghonse  Junior  automatic 

engine. 
Using  Westinghooae  Standard  auto- 

mauc  engine. 


r  Will  Install  plant  m>  that  it  can  be  op- 
<    erated  from  present  generator  in  io 


[    days. 


Contract  with  Ellicott  Machine  Company. 


CONTRACT  IN  FORCE  DURING  THE  FISCAL  TEAR. 

With  Sanford  &  Brooks  for  building  a  mortar  battery,  approved  Noyember  12, 
1896,  commenced  in  December,  1896,  and  completed  June  30,  1898. 

Emplacements  for  two  5-inch  rapid-fire  guns, — The  project  and  plans 
for  the  battery  were  submitted  May  1, 1897,  and  approved  May  11, 1897. 
The  work  was  done  under  a  contract  with  Jones,  Pollard  &  Co.,  dated 
July  31, 1897.  Actual  work  was  begun  August  10, 1897,  and  completed 
June  1, 1898.    The  contract  expired  January  1, 1898,  but  was  extended. 

The  emplacements  are  arranged  for  balanced-pillar  mounts,  and  the 
direction  of  tire  is  such  that  both  guns  will  cover  the  mine  field.  The 
crest  is  held  at  reference  26.5  above  mean  low  water,  and  the  guns  are 
spaced  56  feet  6  inches  between  centers.  The  platforms  are  on  the  same 
general  level  as  the  roadway  in  rear;  the  magazine  floors  are  7  feet  6 
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inches  lower.  The  magazines  are  accessible  by  means  of  a  flight  of  con- 
crete steps  leading  from  the  roadway  in  rear  to  a  small  area  way  in  rear 
of  the  magazine  doors.  A  link-belt  ammunition  hoist  is  provided  for 
each  emplacement;  they  are  placed  in  the  small  areaway  above  re- 
ferred to. 

Owiug  to  its  proximity  to  a  rapidly  eroding  bluff  the  battery  was 
protected  by  means  of  a  line  of  riprap  stone,  so  placed  that  it  would  also 
serve  as  a  foundation  for  a  sea  wall.  Five  thousand  cubic  yards  of  earth 
were  brought  to  the  reservation  and  placed  in  rear  of  this  riprap  as  a 
further  protection.  The  battery  is  built  of  natural  cement  concrete 
mixed  in  the  proportions  of  1, 2,  and  4,  and  all  exi>osed  surfaces  are  faced 
with  6  inches  of  granolithic  concrete. 

The  battery  is  finished  with  the  exception  of  the  platforms,  which 
must  remain  incomplete  until  the  arrival  of  the  carriages. 

The  principal  items  of  work  in  the  construction  of  the  battery  did  not 
differ  materially  from  the  estimated  quantities  as  shown  in  the  abstract 
of  bids. 

The  total  cost  of  the  battery,  including  superintendence  and  inspec- 
tion, was  $14,964.28. 

The  funds  were  derived  from  the  appropriation  for  ^^Gun  and  Mortar 
Batteries,"  act  March  3, 1897. 

Money  statement. 

Allotmenta $17,400.00 

June  30y  1898,  amoant  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 14, 964. 28 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 2,435.72 

July  1, 1898,  ontBtanding  liabilitiee $1,000.00 

July  1,  1898,  amoant  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 1, 000. 00 

2,000.00 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available 485.72 

Ah9tr€Uit  of  praposaU  for  building  a  rapid^re  gun  battery j  opened  at  United  States  Engi' 

naer  Office^  BaltifMrtf  md,,  at  noon,  July  IS,  1897. 


l£ateElalfaUinplMse. 


Arteaiui  wells  per  foot ftet. 

AmumnitioD  hoiAte nnmbeir.. 

Broken  stone  for  blind  draiiiB cable  yards. 

Brass  fittings  for  doora ponnda. 

Concrete  masony  No.  1 onbioyarda., 

Gonerete masonry  No.  2......  ............  ......do. .. 


Ctilvertplpe,  6-inch linear  feet. 

Kxcavatlon cubio  yards.. 

Fencing linear  feet.. 

Fill,  earth cubio  yards.. 

Fill,  oommon  aand do.... 

Framea  and  ooTers  for  manholea  and  snmpa,  east 

iron.. .......poonda.. 

Ladders,  wrought  iron do.... 

Loam cnbicyMrds.. 

Lumber  for  doors  and  electrio-light  strips . .  feet  B.  M . . 

Porous  drain  tUea,  2-inoh linear  feet. . 

Biprap  stone cubic  yards.. 

Sod... square  yards.. 


Onnd  total 


<"8 


i 


p.  of 


800 
•      2 

80 

100 

1,200 

150 

250 

700 

2,700 

6,000 

1,700 

ISO 
120 
450 
850 
800 
600 
1,300 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


No.  1— Jones,  Pol- 
lard &.  Co.,  Balti- 
more, Md. 


Price. 


$3.08 

238.40 

1.08 

.40 

4.92 

7.68 

.16  A 

.42 

.20  A 

.63 

.67 

.68 

.12A 

A^ 
1.05 


Total. 


$024.00 

476.80 

59.40 

49.00 

6,004.00 

1, 152. 00 

40.50 

294.00 

564.30 

8.150.00 

1,139.00 

6.80 

7.20 

261.00 

44.80 

41.40 

1,170.00 

614.80 


16,798.60 


No.  2— Sanford 
Se,  Brooke  Bal- 
tlmore,  Md. 


Price. 


$4.00 

800.00 

2.00 

1.00 

6.60 

9.00 

.60 

.40 

.20 

.60 

.60 

.06 
.05 
.70 
.06 
.10 
2.00 
.46 


Total. 


$1,200.00 

600.00 

60.00 

100.00 

6.600.00 

1,850.00 

125.00 

280.00 

640.00 

8,000.00 

1,020.00 

7.50 

6.00 

816.00 

21.00 

80.00 

1,200.00 

666.00 


17,088.60 


Co&trftot  awarded  to  Joneai  Pollard  A  Co. 
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CONTRACT  IN  FORCE  DURING  THE  FISCAL  TEAR. 

With  Jones,  Pollard  &  Co.,  for  bnilding  a  gan  battery;  approved  Angnst  12, 1897; 
commenced  August  10,  1897,  and  completed  June  1,  1898. 

Empl(ic€ment8  for  two  IS-inch  B.  L.  rifles  on  disappearing  carriages. — 
The  construction  of  these  emplacements  was  authorized  by  the  Chief 
of  Engineers  in  letter  dated  March  19,  1898.  The  work  was  done  by 
hired  labor  and  the  purchase  of  material  in  open  market. 

These  emplacements  form  the  lefthalf  of  a  four-gun  battery  designed 
for  this  place.  Owing,  however,  to  the  improbability  of  work  being 
undertaken  on  the  remaining  emplacements  very  soon,  both  were  built 
as  flank  emplacements,  one  right  and  one  left.  To  maintain  the  requi- 
site protection  on  the  exposed  flank,  it  became  necessary  to  increase  the 
typical  distance  between  gun-centers  135  feet  to  150  feet.  The  overhead 
cover  and  front  cover  are  as  specified  by  The  Board  of  Engineers. 

The  crest  is  held  at  elevation  34  above  mean  low  water,  the  general 
reference  of  the  ground  being  19.  The  original  intention  was  to  hold 
the  crest  at  32,  but  as  that  carried  the  foundations  through  a  bed  of 
sand  into  a  layer  of  blue  clay,  the  chancre  was  made. 

The  relative  arrangement  of  magazines,  shot  rooms,  and  passages,  as 
shown  on  the  type  plans,  was  modified  for  two  reasons;  first,  for  the 
sake  of  simplicity;  second,  because  local  conditions  did  not  demand 
the  same  protection  against  flank  and  partial  reverse  fire.  To  insure 
the  magazines  against  the  infiltration  of  moisture  the  concrete  above 
them  was  crowned,  the  rise  being  4  feet.  The  sloping  sides  were  then 
covered  with  a  layer  of  hollow  brick  so  laid  that  the  ducts  lead  directly 
to  the  -S-inch  air  space  surrounding  the  magazines,  and  provision  was 
made  for  draining  the  air  spaces.  So  far  there  has  not  been  the  slightest 
indication  of  moisture  either  in  roof  or  walls. 

Plant:  There  was  practically  no  plant  on  hand  when  the  construc- 
tion of  this  battery  was  authorized.  Owing  to  the  necessity  for  rapid 
work  a  much  larger  plant  was  purchased  than  ordinary  conditions 
would  have  justified. 

The  ])ierhead  of  the  existing  wharf  was  enlarged  at  a  cost  of  $1,621.90. 
Two  stiff  leg  derricks,  each  operated  by  a  20-horsepower  Lidgerwood 
engine,  were  placed  on  it  and  a  half  mile  of  narrow-gauge  track  laid 
then(?e  to  the  site  of  the  battery.  The  rolling  stock  consisted  of  a 
13-ton  locomotive,  12  side-dumping  cars,  6  flat  cars,  and  2  hopper  cars. 
The  stone  and  sand  were  stored  in  wooden  bins  having  a  capacity  of 
1,500  cubic  yards.  They  were  made  large  to  provide  against  irregular- 
ities in  the  delivery  of  materials,  and  subsequent  events  justified  the 
cost  of  their  construction.  Theconcrete-mixing  plant  consisted  of  two 
5-foot  cube  mixers  with  hollow  axles  for  admitting  water,  manufactured 
by  Thomas  Carlin's  Sons,  each  of  which  was  operated  by  an  independ- 
ent Struthers,  Wells  &  Co.  engine  with  a  capacity  of  20  horsepower;  a 
third  engine,  double  drum  and  double  cylinder,  was  used  to  haul  the 
raw  materials  from  the  subbin  railway  up  a  30^  incline  to  the  platform 
above  the  mixers.  These  three  engines  were  fed  by  a  60  horsepower 
vertical  boiler.  The  mixers  were  made  independent  of  each  other,  in 
order  that  an  accident  to  one  might  not  stop  the  other.  Two  wrought- 
iron  pipe  derricks  with  75  foot  booms  and  two  wooden  derricks  with 
55-foot  booms  were  so  placed  as  to  cover  the  entire  work.  The  concrete 
when  mixed  was  dropped  into  wooden  skips  resting  on  small  flat  cars 
and  hauled  to  the  derricks  by  a  mule.  A  15-kilowatts  Westinghouse 
generator  belt,  connected  to  an  Atlas  engine,  and  a  40-horAepower  boiler 
were  purchased  as  part  of  the  permanent  power  plant  of  the  battery. 
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They  were  nsed  during  the  construction  of  the  battery  to  operate  a 
circuit  of  10  arc  lights,  thus  greatly  facilitating  night  work. 

W  ater  supply :  To  secure  an  adequate  supply  of  water  for  the  boilers, 
as  well  as  the  mixers,  an  artesian  well  was  sunk  near  the  battery.  The 
operation  was  so  slow,  however,  that  the  battery  was  half  completed 
before  the  well  could  be  used.  Pending  the  completion  of  the  well, 
water  for  the  boilers  had  to  be  hauled  from  a  surface  well  half  a 
mile  distant,  and  the  water  used  in  the  concrete  was  pumped  up  from 
the  bay.  The  total  depth  of  the  well  is  315  feet.  For  a  depth  6f  250 
feet  6-inch  pipe  was  used.  A  bed  of  very  fine  sand  prevented  its  being 
driven  deei)er,  and  it  became  necessary  to  double  line  the  well,  using 
4-inch  pipe.  The  water  obtained  from  this  well  carries  with  it  a  consid- 
erable quantity  of  very  fine  sand,  which  makes  it  objectionable  for  drink- 
ing purposes,  but  it  is  gradually  clearing.  Its  flow  is  about  25  gallons 
per  minute. 

Construction  of  the  battery:  The  delivery  of  the  plant  was  not  made 
until  the  latter  part  of  April,  and  it  was  not  completely  installed  until 
May  9, 1898.  During  the  erection  of  the  plant  the  necessary  excavation 
for  the  battery  was  made  and  the  platforms  built  with  hand  mixed  con- 
crete. One  platform  was  completed  April  30  and  the  other  May  10, 
1898.  From  May  9  until  June  20  work  was  carried  on  day  and  night. 
Two  forces  were  employed,  each  working  ten  hours.  With  the  excejjtion 
of  300  cubic  yards  of  concrete  the  masonry  work  was  finished  June  30. 

The  rear  wall  of  the  loading  passage  and  all  the  small  division  walls 
were  built  of  brick.  A  gianite  coping  was  placed  on  the  rear  edge  of 
the  loading  platform  and  granite  lintels  over  the  doors  on  the  rear  face. 
The  concrete  in  the  platforms  was  mixed  in  the  proportions  of  1, 2,  and 
4,  Atlas  I'ortland  cement  leing  used.  For  the  mass  of  the  work  the 
proiK)rtion8  weie  made  1,  2^,  and  5,  To  keep  the  work  going  it  was 
necessary  to  purchase  whatever  cement  could  be  found  in  the  market. 
lUuch  the  largest  part  of  it,however,ab(>ut  11,000  barrels,  was  obtained 
from  the  Maryland  Cement  Company,  and  is  commercially  known  as 
slag  cement.  Its  tensile  strength  on  short  period  tests  is  nearly  equal 
to  that  of  Portland  cement,  while  its  cost  is  not  much  greater  than  that 
of  natural  rock  cement.  It  showed  a  decide<l  tendency  to  check  and 
crack  when  subjected  to  the  pat  test  (mixed  neat),  unless  the  pat  was 
carelully  protected  by  a  damp  cloth  while  drying.  When  mixed  in  the 
form  of  concrete,  however,  no  cracks  were  detected.  The  results 
obtained  by  its  use  are  so  far  very  satisfactory,  though  there  is  a  pos- 
sibility that  it  may  deteriorate  with  the  lapse  of  time. 

It  is  impossible  at  this  time  to  transmit  a  tabulated  statement  of  the 
cost  of  the  work  in  detail.  The  necessary  data  are  on  hand^  but  owing 
to  more  important  work  their  tabulation  is  postponed. 

The  principal  items  of  work  to  June  30  are  as  follows: 

Excavation oubio  yards..      8,655 

Brick number..  275,000 

Concrete cubic  yards . .     11, 875 

I-beams pounds..    82,472 

Corrugated  roofing do....     19,958 

The  funds  were  derived  from  the  appropriation  for  '^National  De- 
fense," act  March  9^  1898. 

Money  statement. 

AHotments $100,000.00 

June  30y  1898,  amount  expended  during  liduul  year 73, 798. 92 

Jnlyl,  1898,  balance  unexpended 26,201.08 

Joiy  If  1888|  oatstandhig  Uabilities 26. 201. 06 
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Emplacements  for  two  IJSinch  B.  L.  rifles  on  harhetfs  carriages. — ^The 
constraction  of  these  emplacements  was  authorized  by  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  in  letter  dated  April  25, 1898,  and  afterwards  modified,  as  to 
location,  in  a  telegram  dated  April  29, 1898.  The  work  is  being  done 
by  the  hire  of  labor  and  the  purchase  of  material  in  open  market. 

The  character  of  the  site  necessitated  a  number  of  modifications  in 
the  type  plans.  Its  limited  area  reduced  the  distance  between  gnn 
centers  to  125  feet,  and  necessitated  the  placing  of  the  magazines  for 
both  guns  in  the  central  traverse,  with  a  consequent  reduction  in 
storage  capacity.  The  crest  of  the  battery  is  held  at  reference  23,5 
above  mean  low  water,  while  the  magazine  floors  could  not  be  placed 
below  reference  6  owing  to  danger  of  flooding  during  exceptionally 
high  tides.  Allowing  8  feet  of  headroom  'in  the  magazines,  the  over- 
head cover  was  thus  reduced  to  9  feet.  To  compensate  for  this  reduc- 
tion steel  plates  1^  inches  thick  will  be  embedded  in  the  concrete,  and 
60  placed  as  to  cover  the  entire  magazine  area.  The  front  cover  con- 
forms to  that  specified  on  the  type  plans. 

Plant:  The  plant  used  in  construction  consists  of  a  stiflf-leg  derrick 
for  unloading  material  from  scows  into  the  storage  bins,  a  small  cable 
way  which  carries  it  thence  to  feed  bins  over  the  mixer,  a  5-foot  cube 
concrete  mixer,  and  a  cable  way  for  carrying  the  mixed  concrete  to  two 
stiff-leg  derricks  with  50foot  booms,  which  are  used  in  placing  it.  A 
guy  derrick  in  rear  is  used  for  handling  the  granite  blocks  used  in  the 
battery  as  deflectors  and  for  the  building  of  the  rear  wall,  which  is 
also  of  granite. 

There  was  a  large  quantity  of  granite  on  hand  prior  to  the  construc- 
tion of  these  emplacements,  and  about  2,000  cubic  yards  of  it  rested  on 
the  battery  site.  Pending  the  erection  of  the  steam  plant  concrete  was 
mixed  and  placed  by  hand.  Ko.  1  platform  was  built  in  this  way  and 
completed  by  June  1.  No,  2  platform  was  completed  June  15.  At  the 
end  of  the  fiscal  year  about  2,500  cubic  yards  of  concrete  had  been 
mixed  and  placed.  It  is  expected  that  the  work  will  be  completed 
within  two  months. 

The  funds  were  derived  from  the  appropriation  for  ^^iN'ational  De- 
fense," act  March  9,  1898. 

Money  statem^ent 

AUotments $80,000.00 

Jane  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiBcal  year 8, 003. 15 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 71,906.85 

Jaly  1,  1898,  ontstanding  Uabilitiea 35,000.00 

Julyl,  1898,  balance  available 36,906.85 

Bock  Pointy  Margland. — This  site  is  in  the  care  of  a  watchman. 
Operations  were  confined  to  the  construction  of  a  temporary  wharf, 
marking  the  boundaries  with  concrete  monuments,  and  inclosing  the 
property  with  a  Page  wire  fence. 

The  funds  were  derived  from  the  appropriation  for  "Preservation  and 
Bepair  of  Fortifications,"  act  March  3, 1897. 

Money  statement, 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $1,400.00 

Jnne  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1, 303. 25 

July  1, 1888,  balance  nnezpended • 96.76 
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DEFENSES  OF  WASHINGTON,  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

OfBeer  in  charge,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  J.  Alleu,  Corps  of  Engineers; 
assistant,  Maj.  Jay  J.  Morrow,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Lieutenant,  Corx)s  of 
Engineers. 

Oun  and  mortar  batteries. — The  progress  and  general  condition  of  the 
work  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1897,  were  as  follows : 

Battery  B,  for  two  10-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages,  had  been 
completed,  and  the  guns  were  mounted.  The  south  emplacement  of 
Battery  C,  for  a  10-inch  gun,  had  been  completed  as  far  as  practicable 
until  completion  of  the  north  emplacement,  and  the  gun  mounted. 
The  north  emplacement  had  been  commenced  under  an  allotment  of 
$41,500,  made  May  17, 1898.  Bepairs  to  the  wharf  which  were  neces- 
sary to  proper  handling  of  material  for  the  new  work  had  begun.  Soil 
had  been  sti*ipped  from  the  site  of  the  north  emplacement  and  excava- 
tion was  under  way. 

WORK  OP  THE  PAST  FISCAL  YEAB. 

The  repairs  to  the  wharf,  which  were  completed  during  July,  con- 
sisted in  entirely  replacing  the  wharf  head  above  low-water  hue. 

Concrete  work  was  greatly  delayed  by  failure  of  the  contractor  for 
furnishing  natural  cement  to  deliver  cement  of  required  strength,  and 
by  failure  of  the  contractor  for  furnishing  broken  stone  to  deliver  that 
material  as  required.  It  became  necessary  to  annul  both  of  these  con- 
tracts. Concrete  work  was,  however,  begun  in  September  on  the  north 
emplacement  of  Battery  C  and  continued,  with  interruptions  from  the 
causes  mentioned,  until  completed  about  January  1.  The  10  inch  gun 
for  this  emplacement  was  mounted  in  March  last,  by  Battery  A,  Fourth 
Artillery.  Excavation  to  the  plane  of  depressed  fire  in  front  of  the 
parapet  was  completed  in  June,  a  large  part  of  the  earth  excavated 
being  placed  in  the  earth  parapet.  The  soil  covering  of  the  earth  para- 
pet was  placed  during  the  fiscal  year  and  machinery  installed  so  that 
the  gun  was  in  condition  to  be  well  served  as  soon  as  mounted.  Dur- 
ing April  and  May  a  concrete  room  for  electric  light  and  power  plant 
was  built  in  rear  of  and  adjoining  the  left  emplacement  of  the  battery. 
This  battery  was  practically  completed  during  the  year,  some  minor 
work  of  spreading  soil  on  slopes  of  roadway,  erecting  railings  and 
steps,  and  a  few  small  items  of  work  being  all  that  remains  to  complete 
the  north  emplacement. 

The  work  for  construction  has  all  been  done  by  hired  labor. 

Money  statement. 

Jnlyl,  1897,  balance  nnexpended $42,634.66 

Jane  30,  18d8,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 40,466.35 

Jnly  1, 1S98,  balance  unexpended 2,168.31 

Jnly  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabiUtics 1,572.00 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available 596.31 

Ca^le  storage  tanks. — At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1897,  the  concrete  work  of  these  tanks  had  been  completed,  the  frame- 
work of  the  shed  had  been  erected,  and  part  of  the  sheathing  placed. 

During  the  fiscal  year  the  work  was  completed,  except  the  grading 
of  the  roadway  in  front.    This  was  interfered  with  partly  by  the  use  of 
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the  roadway  for  storage  of  materials  used  in  constraction  of  the  tor- 
pedo storehoase,  and  partly  by  use  of  the  covering  shed  in  connection 
with  submarine  mines. 
This  work  was  done  by  hired  labor. 

Money  statemewU 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $3,S51. 22 

June  dO;  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3, 124. 80 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 226.42 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 6.00 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 220.42 

Quarters  for  engineer  employees. — ^Under  date  of  August  27, 1897,  the 
repair  of  an  old  farmhouse  on  the  reservation  and  the  construction  of 
a  small  office  building  and  three  temporary  buildings  for  quarters  for 
employees  were  authorized  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers.  This  work  was 
begun  in  September,  and  all  buildings  were  completed  and  occupied  by 
December  following,  three  buildings  formerly  occupied  for  engineer  pur- 
poses having  been  vacated  and  turned  over  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  post. 

This  work  was  done  by  hired  labor. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  of  allotments $2,900.00 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  the  year 2, 900. 00 

Storehouse  for  submarine  mine  material, — Under  date  of  September  8, 
1897,  an  allotment  of  $4,300  was  received  for  construction  of  a  brick 
storehouse  for  storage  of  submarine  mine  material.  This  was  increased 
by  further  allotment  of  $000,  under  date  of  October  8.  Work  was  begun 
in  November,  in  which  month  the  foundation  walls  and  sand  filling  were 
completed.  Freezing  weather  prevented  further  construction  until 
April,  1898,  when  work  was  resumed.  At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  the 
walls  and  roof  had  been  completed. 

This  work  was  done  by  hired  labor. 

Money  statement, 

Amonnt  of  allotments $4,900.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2, 939. 78 

July  1, 1898, balance  unexpended 1,960.22 

July  1, 1898,  outstanduig  liabilities 347.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,613.22 

Experimental  parapets. — Under  date  of  October  29,  1897,  an  allot- 
ment of  $18,550  was  received  for  construction  of  experimental  para- 
pets, shield,  and  platform,  and  parapet  for  gun.  This  was  increased  by 
further  allotment  of  $1,700  received  June  8, 1898.  Construction  was 
begun  in  December,  the  first  concrete  being  laid  December  21.  The 
concrete  and  steel  work  for  Parapet  B  was  completed  February  10, 
1897,  the  concrete  work  of  Parapet  A  on  February  21, 1897,  concrete 
work  of  platform  February  24.  Work  on  crib  work  for  shield  and  for 
gun  parapet,  and  excavation  and  fill  for  same  were  continued  through- 
out the  winter  and  spring  until  completion  in  June.  During  the  fiscal 
year  the  work  was  completed  except  some  bracing  for  shield,  the  com- 
pletion of  the  thin  screen  to  register  hits  from  fragments,  and  sodding 
of  the  two  parapets. 

This  work  was  done  by  hired  labor. 
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Money  statement 

AiDonnt  of  allotments $20,250.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiBcal  year 16, 989. 48 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 3,260.52 

July  1, 1898,  outatandlng  liabilities 2,585.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 675.52 

PBESEBYATION  AND  BEPAHU 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  the  following  operations  were  undertaken 
under  the  varioas  allotments. 

Repairs  to  mining  casemate, — ^The  work  of  waterproofing  this  case- 
mate, which  was  bailt  aboat  1891,  was  began  in  September,  1897. 
During  that  month  and  October  the  necessary  work  of  excavating  to 
uncover  the  concrete  work  was  completed.  The  walls  were  then  painted 
on  the  outside  with  tar  and  pitch  and  the  roof  was  asphalted,  which 
work. was  completed  in  December.  After  laying  the  necessary  drain- 
age pipes  the  back  fill  was  caiued  to  the  level  of  the  top  of  the  concrete 
work,  it  being  intended  to  allow  it  to  so  remain  until  it  should  be  known 
whether  or  not  the  work  was  entirely  successful.  Upon  the  breaking 
out  of  war  in  April  it  became  necessary  to  protect  the  casemate  against 
possible  breach  by.  partly  completing  the  back  fill.  This  was  done, 
though  not  to  the  original  lines  of  earthwork. 

Parapet  for  15inch  guns. — Upon  breaking  out  of  war  in  April  it  was 
regarded  as  necessary  to  strengthen  the  parapet  in  front  of  15-inch 
guns.  The  thickness  of  the  parapet  was  increased  to  aliout  25  feet,  and 
the  earth  retained  in  place  by  a  revetment  of  logs  and  gabions.  This 
work  was  done  by  hired  labor  and  completed  during  May. 

Field  magazine  for  15  inch  gun. — A  temporary  magazine  was  fitted  up 
from  an  existing  old  magazine.  This  work  was  almost  completed  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year. 

Dismounting  two  ISinch  guns. — Under  date  of  May  27  an  allotment 
of  $175  was  received  for  dismounting  two  of  the  15-inch  guns  and  haul- 
ing the  carriages  thereof  to  the  wharf  for  shipment.  This  work  was 
completed  and  the  carriages  shipped  during  June. 

Minor  tcork  of  preservation  and  repair. — Occasional  slight  repairs 
were  made  to  lower  wharf.  Cisterns  were  cleaned  when  necessary, 
repairs  were  made  to  the  pump,  to  the  deep-driven  well,  and  grass  and 
weeds  were  cut  when  necessary.  A  slight  hedge  was  planted  in  front 
of  the  concrete  work  of  Battery  B  to  conceal  the  bright  white  surface 
from  view  from  the  river.  Slight  repairs  were  also  made  to  granolithic 
work,  doors,  etc.,  due  to  damage  from  blast  in  firing  the  guns  at  Bat- 
tery B. 

All  work  under  these  allotme&ts  was  done  by  hired  labor. 

Money  statement. 

Jnly  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $5,733.75 

Allotment  daring  year 175.00 

6, 908. 75 
Jnne  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3, 667. 78 

Jnly  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 2,240.97 

July  1,1898,  outstanding  liabilities 298.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available V^^l^.^ 
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Telephone  booths, — Under  date  of  May  7, 1898,  an  allotment  of  $160 
was  received  for  construction  of  telephone  booths  for  use  in  connection 
with  service  of  the  guns.  The  work  was  completed  and  the  booths  set 
in  place  daring  the  fiscal  year  by  hired  labor. 

Money  statement 

Amonnt  of  allotment $160.00 

June  30,  1898,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 140.91 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 19.09 

July  1,  1898,  ontatanding  liabilities 19.09 

Observation  stations  and  plotting  house, — Under  date  of  May  6,  1898, 
an  allotment  of  $350  was  received  for  constructing  two  observation  sta- 
tions and  plotting  honse  for  use  of  artillery  in  position  finding.  The 
work  was  completed  during  the  fiscal  year,  being  done  by  hired  labor. 

Money  statement 

Amount  of  allotment $350.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 350.00 

JElectriC'light  plant — Under  date  of  April  6,  1898,  an  allotment  of 
$8,250  from  the  appropriation  for  "  Gun  and  Mortar  Batteries"  (by  con- 
tract), act  of  March  3, 1897,  was  received  for  an  electric-light  and  power 
plant.  Sealed  proposals  for  the  work  were  invited.  Bids  were  opened 
in  April,  but,  no  satisfactory  bids  being  received,  all  were  rejected  and 
the  work  was  readvertised,  the  proposals  being  opened  Jnne  3, 1898. 
Work  was  awarded  to  L.  W.  Woolston  &  Co.,  they  being  the  lowest 
bidders. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  of  allotment  (available  July  1, 1898) $8,250.00 

The  following  is  a  report  of  operations  under  the  appropriation  for 
"National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9,  1898: 

Battery  D.— Under  date  of  March  18, 1898,  an  allotment  of  (50,000 
was  received  for  beginning  consti^iction  of  a  battery  of  two  10  inch 
guns  on  disappearing  carriages.  This  was  increased  by  further  allot- 
ment of  842,300  under  date  of  June  11.  Work  was  begun  March  21. 
Olearing  was  completed  and  part  of  railroad  built  during  March.  During 
April  the  plant  was  assembled,  quarters  for  employees  were  built,  and 
concrete  work  was  begun,  the  two  platforms  being  completed  ready  for 
their  guns  on  April  13  and  14,  respectively.  Concrete  work  progressed 
rapidly,  being  over  two-thirds  completed  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 
The  excavation  in  front  to  the  plane  of  depressed  fire  had  also  advanced. 
This  work  was  done  by  hiied  labor. 

Money  statement 

iLmonnt  of  allotments $92,900.00 

Jnne  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fisoal  year 37, 540. 88 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 54,759.17 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilitieB 23,583.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 31,176.17 

Rapid-fire  battery. — Under  date  of  May  3, 1898,  an  allotment  of  $6,000 
was  received  for  beginning  the  construction  of  a  battery  for  two  4-inch 
Driggs-Schroeder  rapid-fire  guns.  This  was  increased  by  further  allot- 
ment of  $7,150,  under  date  of  June  11.  Work  was  begun  in  May.  An 
old  magazine  was  destroyed  and  removed,  and  about  300  cubic  yards 
of  concrete  placed,  mostly  in  June.    At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the 
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concrete  in  floors  of  both  magazines  and  about  half  that  in  the  walls  of 
one  magazine  had  been  placed  in  addition  to  the  concrete  in  the  two 
platforms.  Both  guns  were  in  process  of  mounting.  This  work  was 
done  by  hired  labor. 

Money  statement 

Amount  of  aU  allotments $13,150.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fisoal  year 1, 945. 22 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 11,204.78 

July  ly  1898y outstanding  Liabilities 5,141.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 6,063.78 

Artillery  defense. — Under  date  of  April  23, 1898,  an  allotment  of  $500 
was  received  fbr  artillery  defense.  This  was  expended  dnring  the  fiscal 
year  in  purchase  of  some  equipage,  painting  of  concrete  surface  of 
emplacements,  and  in  clearing  in  front  of  the  guns  in  some  places.  The 
work  was  done  by  hired  labor. 


Money  statement 


Amount  of  aUotment 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year. 


$500.00 
496.30 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended  . . 
July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 


3.70 
3.70 


Mounting  104nch  gun  on  barbette, — Under  date  of  April  15  an  allot- 
ment of  $1,600  was  received  for  mounting  tor  defense  the  10-inch  gun 
and  carriage  sent  for  experimental  firing.  This  was  further  increased 
by  an  allotment  of  $150  under  date  of  June  8.  The  platform  of  con- 
crete was  constructed  early  in  May.  The  gun  and  carriage  were  hauled 
from  the  wharf  to  the  site  and  mounted,  the  artillery  garrison  being 
unable  to  devote  murh  time  to  that  work.  The  gun  was  in  position  for 
defense  on  May  25.  During  the  fiscal  year  the  work  was  completed  by 
the  construction  of  a  slight  earth  parapet  with  gabion  revetment.  This 
work  was  done  by  hired  labor. 

Money  statement 

Amount  of  allotment $1,750.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 785. 23 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended  . . 
July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 


964.77 
583.00 


July  1, 1898,  balance  available 


381.77 


Abstract  of  proposaU  for  American  natural  cementf  opened  July  6,  1897,  hy  Lieut,  CoU 
Charlee  J,  Allen,  Corps  of  Engineere,  United  States  Army, 


Ho. 


1 

t 
8 


ft 

6 
7 


Hame  and  address  of  bidder. 


LawrenoeTille  Cement  Co.,  New  York,  K.  Y 

New  York  and  Rosendale  Cement  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y 
H.  A.  Jones  St,  Co.,  Washington,  D.  0 

B.  Wallis  &  Co.,  Baltimore.  Md 

J.  T.  Walker  &  Sons,  Washington,  D.  C 

The  National  Building  Supply  Co.,  Baltimore,  Md 

J.  G.  A.  J.  M.  Waters,  Washington,  D.  C 

•Hoflbasa  brand. 


4,800  barrels,  in 
barrels. 


Per 

bUTOl. 


{ 


72 
79 
81 
*87 
t82 
85 
86 
03 


Amount. 


$3,456 
8,792 
8,888 
4,176 
3,936 
4,080 
4,128 
4,464 


4,800  barrels,  In 
bags. 


Per 
barrel. 


Oentt. 
66 


61 


85 


78 


Amonnt. 


$3,tao 

"*i"028 


4,080 
'8,744 


tOnMi«a%\«BisA. 
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Abstract  of  proposals  for  sandj  opened  July  6, 1897,  by  Lieut,  Col,  Charles  J.  AHen,  Corp9 

of  Engineers,  United  States  Army. 


No. 


1 
2 


Name  ami  address  of  bidder. 


Wm.  A.  Richards,  Washington,  D.  C. 
John  B.  Lord,  Washington,  D.  C 


1,000  cubic  yards. 


Price.    Amount. 


OetUs. 
43 
40 


430 

400 


Abstract  of  proposals  for  pebbles,  opened  July  6y  1897,  by  Lieut,  Col.  Charl^  J.  Allen, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  United  Stales  Army. 


No. 

Name  and  address  of  bidder. 

1,000  cubic  yards. 

Remarks. 

Price. 

Amount. 

1 

Wm  A.  Kichards.  Washinflrton.  D.  0 

$0.70 

.00 

.69 
2.00 

$700.00 

600.00 

590.00 
2,000.00 

Bid  not  in  triplicate.  Alter- 
native price  of  48  cents 
named. 

Bid  not  in  triplicate. 

2 

John  B.  Lord,  waahincrton. D. C  ................ 

3 

Columbia  Nation!^  Sand  Dredging  Co.,  Wash- 
in  "ton.  D.  C. ......................... ........ 

4 

Francis  fl.  Smith.  New  York.  N.  T..... « .. 

Abstract  of  proposals  for  riprap  stone,  opened  July  6,  1897,  by  Lieut.  Col.  Charlee  J. 

Allen,  Corps  of  Engineers,  Untied  States  Army, 


No. 


5 
6 
7 
8 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


Houston  Construction  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

J.  H.  Cranford,  Washingtim,  D.  C 

Chas.  G.  Smith  &  Son,  Washine:ton,  D.  C... 
£.  G.  Gummel,  Eckington,  D.  C 


1,300  cubic  yards. 


Price.  I  Amount. 


$1.35  ,  $1,755.00 
1.32  i  1,716.00 
L17i  1,527.50 
L29  j     1,677.00 


Abstr4ict  of  proposals  for  broken  stone,  opened  July  6,  1897,  by  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  J, 

Allen,  Corps  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army, 


No. 

Name  and  address  of  bidder. 

Coarse  broken 
stone,  1,500 
cubic  yards. 

Granolithic 

broken  stone,  SO 

cubic  yards. 

Total. 

Price. 

Amount. 

Price. 

Amount. 

6 
6 

HouBton  Confitrnction  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa  ... . 
J.  H.  C  ran  ford   Washinirton.  D.  C 

$L50 
L68 
L69| 

$2,250 
2,520 
2,542 

$1.50 
L98 
2.00 

$75.00 

99.00 

100.00 

$2,323.00 

2,619.00 
2,642.50 

7 

Chas.  G.  Smith  Sc  Son,  Washington,  D.  C 

Abstract  of  proposals  for  furnishing  lifts  and  cranes,  opened  October  S8, 1897,  hy  Lieut. 
Col.  Charles  J.  Allen,  Corps  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army. 


No. 


1 

1 


8 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


H.  A.  Rogers,  New  York,N.Y 

New  Jersey  Foundry  and  Machine  Works,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
New  Jersey  Foundry  and  Machine  Works,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

(altemRtivo  bid) , 

TLonias  Csirlin's  Sous,  Allegheny,  Pa 


Double 
•  lift. 


$647 
700 

756 
1,010 


Single 
lift. 


$628 
684 

742 
728 


Two 
cranes. 


a  $190 
6194 

125 
o210 


Total. 


$1,465 
1,578 

1.623 
1.952 


a$95eaoh. 


6$97eaoh. 


•$106  each. 
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AhBtraet  of  proposaU  f&r  furnishing  and  iMtalling  eUctrie  light  and  powm'  plant,  opened 
April  24, 1898,  hy  Lieut.  Col,  Ckarlea  J.  Allen,  Corps  of  Engineers,  United  States 
Army. 


1  ciAteni ....' 

1  boiler 

1  engine  and  dynamo 

3  switch  boards 

1  blower 

2  motors 

28torage  batteries 

450  feet,  No.  0,B.^S.O.  wire 

680feet,Ko.2,B.^&Q.wlre 

660  feetk  No.  5,  B- &  S.  6.  wire 

630feet,No.8,B.&&O.wire 

1,400  feet.  Ko.  16,  B.&  8.  G.  wire 

0  24-caDdlepower  lamps 

66  L6-caiidlepower  lamps....; 

62 10-candlepower  lamps 

3  desk  stands 

70  globes 

75  receptacles 

10  doable-pole  switohea 

2  doable-branch  cat-oats,  Ko.  5  wire. . . 
35  single-bianoh  oat-oats,  Ko.  5  wire. . 
14  sinffle-branoh  cat-oats,  No.  16  wire. 
2  sinffle-branch  oat-onts,  No.  0  wire. . . 

675cleate 

1,665  feet  oondoit 

Install  all  fixtares  in  days 


Total 


Gen^ral  Electric  Co. 


Price 

per 

unit. 


$0.24 

.17 

.10 

.06 

.04 

.30 

.24 

.24 

10.00 

6.00 

6.00 

12.00 

8.00 

8.00 

8.00 

10.00 

.04 

.16 


Amonnt. 


$750. 

040. 

1,050. 

1,250. 

105. 

1,050. 

2,070. 

108. 

115. 

65. 

31. 

56. 

1. 

15. 

14. 

80. 

420. 

375. 

120. 

16. 

280. 

112. 

20. 

27. 

248. 


00 
UO 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
60 
00 
80 
00 
80 
84 
88 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
75 


10,263.67 


Time. 


Days. 


)       85 


Sonthem  Electric  Co. 


Price 

per 

anit. 


$0.13 
.00} 
.05 
.03^ 
.01 
.22 
.22 
.22 
8.33 
4.00 
1.33 
4.63 
4.00 
4.33 
4.00 
5.33 
.02} 
.074 


Amonnt. 


$450. 

800. 

2,035. 

800. 

165. 

1, 210. 

2,150. 

58. 

65. 

32. 

17. 

14. 

1. 

14. 

13. 

0. 

280. 

09. 

46. 

8. 

151. 

56. 

10. 

16. 

120. 


00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

50 

28 

50 

22i 

00 

32 

52 

64 

09 

00 

75 

30 

00 

55 

00 

66 

87} 

71i 


8,626.824 


Time. 


Dayt. 
16 
25 
30 
30 
20 


30 


1  cistern 

1  boiler 

1  engine  and  d^mamo 

3  Bintch  boaras 

1  blower 

2  motors 

2  storage  batteries 

450feet,NaO,B.&;S.G.wire 

680  feet,  No.  2,  B.&  8.  G.  wire 

660  feetk  No.  6,  R  &  8.  G.  wire 

530  feet,  No.  8,  B.  &  8.  G.  wire 

1,400  feel  No.  ie,B.&S.G.  wire 

6  24-candjepower  lamps 

66 16-candlepower  lamps 

62  lO-candlepower  lamps 

3  desk  stands 

70  globes 

75  receptacles 

10  doable-pole  switches 

2  douUa-teanch  ont-outs.  No.  5  wire . . . 
35  single-branch  oat-outs.  No.  5  wire. . 
14  sinele-branch  catK>ats,  No.  16  wire. 
2  single-brsnoh  cut-outs,  No.  0  wire. . . 

675  cleats 

1,665  feeft  oondult 

^bistall  idl  flxtnres  in  days 


Total 


Tallmadge  Sc  Wilson. 


Price 

per 

unit. 


$0.12 

.08 

.04 

.03 

.001 

.20 

.20 

.20 

4.00 

2.45 

.70 

6.00 

1.60 

.80 

.20 

2.00 

.01 

.10 


Amount. 


$387. 

1,208. 

2,252. 

1,126. 

178. 

720. 

1,063. 

54. 

54. 

26. 

15. 

11. 

1. 

13. 

12. 

12. 

171. 

•  52. 

60. 

3. 

28. 

2. 

4. 

e. 

166. 


10 
00 
50 
00 
60 
50 
60 
00 
40 
00 
90 
20 
20 
20 
40 
00 
60 
60 
00 
20 
00 
80 
00 
75 
60 


8,531.66 


Time. 


Days. 
18 
30 
40 
20 
28 
28 
40 


30 


John  Finney. 


Price 

per 

unit. 


$0.18 

.00} 

.05 

.034 

.01 

.22 

.22 

.22 

8.83 

4.00 

1.33 

4.63 

4.00 

4.83 

4.00 

5.33 

.02 

.07 


I 


Amount. 


$45a 

800. 

2,035. 

800. 

165. 

1,210. 

2, 150. 

6& 

66. 

32. 

17. 

14. 

1. 

14. 

13. 

0. 

280. 

99. 

46. 

8. 

161. 

56. 

10. 

16. 

120. 


00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

60 

30 

60 

22} 

00 

32 

52 

64 

99 

00 

75 

30 

00 

55 

00 

66 

87, 


3 


8,627,844 


Time. 


Dayt. 


15 
25 
25 
30 
20 
30 
30 


80 


ENa  98- 


43 
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Ahiiract  of  propoiaU  for  furnishing  and  inatalling  electric  light  and  power  plant,  opened 

April  £4, 1898,  eto.-~Continaed. 


Geo.F.Woolston.a 

HoCay  Engineer- 
ing Ca  6 

Electric  Storage 
BattexyCo. 

Price 

per 

unit. 

Amount. 

Price 

per 

unit. 

Amonnl 

Amount. 

Time. 

1  oistem 

$550.75 

880.00 

1,768.00 

465.00 

102.00 

807.50 

2,015.00 

42.76 

51.00 

29.25 

15.90 

28.00 

1.80 

16.50 

15.60 

10.50 

49.00 

337.60 

45.00 

13.00 

148.75 

59.60 

11.00 

20.25 

191.471 

"io'w 

.19 

.11 

.09 

.05 

.40 

.35 

.86 

9.00 

1.60 

.77 

1.45 

1.60 

1.85 

1.20 

1.76 

.08 

.29 

$837.00 

785.00 

2,143.00 

740.00 

173.00 

1,273.00 

2,285.00 

126.00 

129.20 

71.60 

47.70 

70.00 

2.40 

28.10 

21.70 

27.00 

112.00 

67.75 

14.60 

3.20 

43.75 

16.80 

3.50 

54.00 

482.85 

DayM, 

Iboiler 

1  mirinft  and  dynamo rT..r.,,.,  -t.... 

8  switch  IxMurdCi • 

$950.00 

28 

1  blower  ..••...•••••.•.....••............ 

1  motors «... 

2  storage  batteries 

2,066.66 

21 

460  feet.  Ko.  0.  B.  ^  8.  G.  wire 

$0.09| 

.on 

!03 

.02 

.80 

.25 

.25 

8.60 

.70 

4.60 

4.60 

6.50 

4.25 

4.25 

5.50 

.03 

.IH 

680feet,Ko.2.B.^S.G.wlie 

i 

650feet,Ka5,B.&S.O.wire 

I 

680feet,Ko.8,B.&8.G.wire 

1 

1,400  feet.  Ko.  16,  R&S.G.  wire 

"" i 

6  24-eandleiK>  wer  lamps 

i 

66 16-candlepower  lamps 

y^^'^''.'j..'^'^''. 

02 10-oaudlepower  lamps  ••••• 

8  dfwk  stands 

m 

70  globes •• 

75  receptacles.... j 

>••'••■■■. 

10  donble^pole  switches * 

I 

2  double-branch  cnt^nts,  "So.  5  wire 

85  single-branch  cat-outs,  No.  5  wire 

14  single-branch  cut-outs.  No.  16  wire 

2  sinffle-branch  out-outs*  No.  0  wire. .  • 

1,665  feet  conduit 

.....^.... 

...«■••• 

Total 

7,688.92} 

9,402.95 

a  50  days. 


5  23  days. 


Jh»tr4ict  of  propoeaU  for  furnishing' and  installing' electric  light  and  power  plant,  opened 
June  S,  1898,  hy  Lieut.  Col,  Charles  J.  Allen,  Corps  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army, 


L.  W.  Woolston 

iL  Co.,  New  York 

City.a 

Boyoe  &  Harean, 

Washington,. 

D.  CTs 

Electric  Storage 

Battery  Co., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Fort 

Wayne 

Eleolrfo 

Corpora* 

tion.Fhfl- 

adelphia. 

i 

Prioe 
per 
unit 

Amount.5 

Prioe 
-pet 
unit. 

Amount 

Amount 

Time. 

1  cistern 

$490.00 

800.00 

1,850.00 

725.00 

145.00 

950.00 

2,015.00 

51.75 

61.20 

82.50 

21.20 

28.00 

L60 

15.18 

14.26 

18.60 

192.50 

887.50 

45.00 

11.00 

183.75 

73.60 

12.00 

20.25 

249.75 

"iofii" 

.16 

.12 

.10 

.04^ 

.20 

.20 

.20 

7.50 

2.25 

4.10 

4.50 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

.20 

.15i 

$625.00 

748.00 

1,800.00 

828.50 

850.00 

i.ooaoo 

2,830.00 

99.00 

108.80 

7&00 

53.00 

63.00 

1.20 

18.20 

12.40 

22.50 

157.60 

807.50 

45.00 

10.00 

175.00 

70.00 

10.00 

185.00 

258.08 

■■•••I.*.. 

I>ay9, 

Iboiler 

1  engine  and  dynamo 

$1,965.00 

8swltch  boardiB 

$950.00 

86 

1  blower 

2  motors 

• 

2  storage  batteries 

2,060.00 

21* 

450feetNo.0B.4&8.G.wiro 

$0.11* 
.09 

.05 

.04 

.02 

.25 

.23 

.23 

4.60 

2.75 

4.50 

4.50 

5.50 

5.25 

5.25 

6.00 

.08 

.15 

680  feet  No.  2  B.  &  S.  G.  wire 

650feetNo.5B.&&G.wire 

530  feet  No.  8  B.&  8.  G.  wire 

1.400  feet  No.  16  B.&  a  G.  wire 

6  24-candlepower  lamps 

66 16-oandlepower  lamps 

1 

62 10-candlepower  lamps 

j 

8  de»)r  ^tuias 

70  globes p 

76  receptacles «^.... 

10  double-pole  switches ! 

2  double-branch  out-outs,  No.  5  wire 



35  single-branch  cut-outs.  No.  5  wire 
14  single-branch  cut-outs,  No.  16  wire 
2  single-brsnch  cut-outs,  No.  0  wire. 
675  cleats 

1,665  feet  conduit 

Total 

8,839.84 

9,820.68 

•HO  day  a. 


bLump\kVdof  fI,«8&,Vn^^^i 


«'^^iv 


dUdays. 
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•   The  following  contracts  were  in  force  daring  the  year: 

John  B.  Lord,  for  1,000  cubic  yards  of  sand;  date  of  contract  Jnly  23,  1897; 
approTcd  Jnly  28, 1897:  delivery  to  be  commenced  Angrost  1, 1897. 

Colombia  rtational  Sand  Dredging  Company,  for  1,000  cnbic  yards  of  pebbles: 
contract  dated  Jnly  21;  approved  Angnst  23,- 1897;  4eliyery  to  be  commenced  Avgnst 
1,  1897. 

The  Houston  Construction  Company,  for  1,660  cubic  yards  of  broken  stone ;  con- 
tract dated  Jnly  21;  approved  August  81, 1897;  delivery  to  be  commenced  August  1, 
1897. 

Henry  A.  Jones  A  Co.,  for  4,000  barrels  of  cement ;  contract  dated  July  27 ;  approved 
Aneust  6, 1897 ;  delivery  to  be  commenced  August  1, 1897. 

Charles  O.  Smith  &  Son,  for  1,300  cubic  vards  of  riprap  stone ;  contract  dated  July 
27 ;  approved  August  7, 1^ ;  delivery  to  be  commenced  August  1, 1897. 

H.  A.  Boffers,  for  lifts,  cranes,  etc. ;  contract  dated  Noveml^r  13;  approved  Novem- 
ber 22, 1897 ;  delivery  to  be  completed  January  12, 1898. 

TOBPBDOES  FOB  HABBOB  DEFENSE. 

.  An  allotment  for  the  torpedo  defeDse  of  Washington,  to  meet  defi- 
ciencies and  to  provide  for  further  operations^  was  made  June  11, 1898, 
from  tiie  appropriation  for  <^  Torpedoes  for  Harbor  Defense,  January  1. 
1899,"  act  of  May  4, 1898.      . 

For  report  of  operations  see  report  on  national  defense,  under  head 
of  "Torpedo  Defense.'^ 

Torpedo  defense^  explosives, — ^Under  date  of  March  18, 1898,  an  allot- 
ment of  $500  from  the  appropriation  for  "  National  Defense,"  act  of 
March  9, 1898,  was  received  for  the  purchase  of  explosives  for  subma- 
rine mines.  This  was  increased  by  farther  allotment  of  $£000  under 
date  of  April  4,  from  the  same  appropriation.  Purchase  of  dynamite 
was  begun  in  March  and  continued  until  in  all  nearly  5  tons  had  been 
purchased  and  stored,  part  being  placed  and  planted  in  mines.  A 
small  temporary  magazine  was  built  in  the  woods  on  the  reservation 
for  temporary  storage  of  such  explosives  as  would  require  to  be  stored. 

MoiMy  statement 

Amounlof  aUotmentB $8,600.00 

JuneSO,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1^839.07 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 4 1,660.98 

Torpedo  defense^  submarine  mines. — Under  date  of  April  23, 1898,  an 
allotment  of  $8,725  from  the  appropriation  for  '^NationsJ  Defense,''  act 
of  March  9, 1898,  was  received  for  torpedo  defense.  This  was  increased 
by  fiirther  allotment  of  $5,000,  under  date  of  June  U,  from  the  appro- 
priation for  <<  Torpedoes  for  Harbor  Defense,  January  1, 1899,"  referred 
to  above.  Mines  were  planted.  The  casemate  was  fitted  up  and  the 
oi>erating  machinery  installed.  Three  triangulation  stations  were  laid 
out,  fitt^  with.slight  earth  screens  and  connected  by  telephones,  and 
one  station  connected  with  the  casemate.  The  necessary  small  boats 
were  purchased  for  planting,  and  patrol  boats  and  patrols  of  the  mined 
field  were  established  and  have  been  maintained.  A  small  temporary 
engine  house  was  built  in  a  ravine  near  the  casemate  for  installing  the 
oil  engine,  rotary  transformer,  and  storage  battery;  also  an  engine 
house  in  tlie  old  fort  for  the  operating  plant  for  the  search  light.  These 
were  all  installed  during  the  fiscal  year. 

This  work  was  done  Ji>y  engineer  soldiers  and  'hired  labor. 
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Money  statements. 

9 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE,  ACT  OF  MARCH  9,  1898. 

Amount  of  ftUotment $8,725.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 8,725.00 

TORPEDOES  FOB  HARBOR  DEFENSE,  JANUARY  1,  1899. 

Amount  of  allotmente , $5,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 386.55 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 4,613.45 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabUities 1,158.00 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 3,455.45 

Emplacements  for  three  8-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages. — ^This 
work  has  been  carried  on  by  contract  under  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  Congress  of  June  6, 1896.  The  contract  was  made  with  Douglas  & 
Andrews,  December  16, 1896.  It  was  approved  on  the  31st  of  the  same 
month.    Work  under  the  contract  was  to  be  commenced  December  23, 

1896,  and  completed  September  1, 1897.  Work  commenced  upon  the 
wharf  in  January  and  upon  the  excavation  in  March,  1897.  By  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1897,  the  wharf  had  been  prac- 
tically completed,  and  most  of  the  excavation  for  the  concrete  work 
had  been  done,  and  part  of  the  drainage  system  had  been  put  in.  The 
laying  of  concrete  in  the  floors  and  footings  of  the  magazines  and  pas- 
sageways had  begun,  a  well  had  been  sunk,  and  the  contractors  had 
assembled  and  set  up  plant  and  temporary  buildings. 

WOBK  OF  THE  PAST  FISCAL  TEAB. 

The  wharf  was  completed  in  July,  1897.  It  is  built  of  piles  and 
lumber,  and  extends  from  the  shore  to  a  depth  of  18  feet  at  low  tide — 
a  length  of  2,000  feet.  The  construction  of  a  system  of  fender  piles  for 
protecting  the  wharf  from,  floating  ice  was  begun  l^ovember  23, 1897, 
and  was  finally  completed  in  February,  1898. 

The  excavation  for  emplacements  was  completed  in  July,  1897.  The 
concrete  construction  was  begun  in  June,  1897,  and  was  continued  to 
December  2, 1897,  when  it  was  suspended  on  account  of  the  approach 
of  freezing  weather.  No  work  was  done  from  December  2  to  March  1, 
1898,  except  upon  the  construction  of  fenders  at  the  wharf.  Early  in 
March  work  was  resumed  at  the  construction  of  gun  platforms,  and 
these  were  made  ready  for  mounting  the  guns  on  March  15.  Work  was 
then  resumed  on  the  construction  of  the  parapet  and  traverses,  and  at 
the  excavation  of  a  ridge  in  the  field  of  fire  which  obstructed  the  view 
of  the  river. 

The  excavation  of  the  roadway  in  rear  of  the  battery  was  begun  in 
May  and  completed  in  June,  1898.  The  construction  of  the  concrete 
work,  the  excavation,  placing  of  lifts,  ladders,  railings,  trolley  rails, 
sewer  system,  and  a  part  of  the  soil  covering  for  embankment  and 
gravel  on  the  roadway  were  completed.  The  value  of  work  done  dar- 
ing the  year  is  $74,960.86. 

The  force  employed  at  the  work  varied  from  about  45  men  in  July, 

1897,  to  about  100  men  and  6  to  8  teams  in  April  and  May,  1898.  No 
machinery  whatever  has  been  employed  in  the  construction,  except  the 
locomotive  for  hauling  material  and  the  pump  which  supplied  water. 
The  mixing  and  conveying  of  concrete  was  done  entirely  by  hand. 

Much  serious  delay  occurred  throughout  the  work  on  account  of  lack 
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of  material,  especially  of  cement.  The  completion  of  the  work  was  also 
retarded  by  delay  in  excavating  the  roadway  in  the  rear  of  the  emplace- 
ments and  in  completing  the  sewer  system  so  as  to  drain  the  interior 
of  the  emplacements  and  thus  facilitate  the  completion  of  the  work 
inside. 

The  date  originally  fixed  for  completion  of  the  contract  was  Septem- 
ber 1, 1897.  Extensions  have  been  granted  as  follows:  To  December 
30, 1897;  to  May  31, 1898,  and  to  June  30. 1893. 

The  work  remaining  to  be  done  under  Douglas  &  Andrews's  contract 
at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  was  as  follows:  Completion  of  embank- 
ment and  placing  soil  on  the  same,  the  soil  covering  being  about  two- 
thirds  completed ;  building  about  300  linear  feet  of  gutters;  completing 
cranes  and  iron  stairway,  and  supplying  part  of  the  hoists  for  trolleys 
and  cranes;  completing  gravel  on  roadway;  completing  whitewashing; 
clearing  away  material,  plant,  etc. 

Money  statement. 

Julj  If  1897,  balance  unexpended $86,346.65 

June  30, 189B,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 64,838.06 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended -.     21,508.59 

July  1, 1898,  amount  oovered  by  uncompleted  contracts 11, 717. 00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 9,791.59 

Contingent  expenses :  Under  this  head  the  inspection  and  supervision 
of  work  under  the  contract  and  the  necessary  engineer  operations  con- 
nected therewith  have  been  in  progress. 

The  dwelling  house  used  for  engineer  quarters  was  removed  from  the 
field  of  fire  and  repaired. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $3,562.88 

Boceivedby  transfer 742.83 

4, 305. 71 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5, 974. 80 

July  1, 1898,  deficiency *1, 669.09 

Mounting  guns  and  carriages. — As  soon  as  the  gun  platforms  were 
ready  the  base  rings  and  traverse  rails  of  the  gun  carriages  were  set, 
under  an  agreement  with  Douglas  &  Andrews,  they  receiving  $100  per 
set  for  doing  the  work,  including  transportation  from  the  whaiif.  This 
work  was  done  March  11  to  March  19, 1898. 

The  removal  of  carriages  and  guns  from  the  shore  to  the  gun  plat- 
forms was  begun  on  March  13  and  the  mounting  of  the  three  guns  and 
carriages  was  completed  on  April  1,  having  been  accomplished  in  twenty 
days,  including  moving  them  distances  of  1,100  to  1,300  feet  up  hill. 
This  work  was  done  under  agreement  with  Littlefield,  Alvord  &  Go., 
who  employed  for  the  purpose  a  steam  hoisting  engine  and  15  men, 
with  two  2-horse  teams. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  of  aUotment $1,850.00 

June  90, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1, 821. 72 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended  (deposited  in  Treasury) 28.28 

*Coyered  by  transfer  made  subsequent  to  close  of  fiscal  year. 
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Preservation  nmd  repair. — A  wire  fence  5  feet  high  was  bnilt  on  the 
reservation  boundary  line  as  far  as  fonds  would  permit.  About  5,850 
linear  feet  were  completed,  at  a  cost  of  (340.  This  work  is  still  incom- 
plete. Stone  monuments  were  cut  and  set  at  the  comers  of  the  reser- 
vation, after  carefully  recovering  the  lines.  Work  was  su8i)ended  on 
the  fence  when  the  allotnient  was  exhausted.  The  work  was  begun  in 
October,  1897,  and  was  suspended  in  December  following. 


Money  statement 


Jaly  ly  1897,<balano6  unexpended 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fisoal  year. 


$386.67 
396.67 


Telephone  booths.— Three  telephone  booths  were  constructed  at  the 
gun  pkitforms.    This  work  was  completed  in  June,  1898. 


Money  statement 

Amount  of  allotment $120.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year .      113.75 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 6.25 

July  1, 1898,  outatandhig Uabilitiee 6.25 

AhBtraoi  of  propotaU  farfumUhing  $teel  l-heam»f  opmed  April  9, 1898,  hy  Lieut.  Ckkk 

Charles  J,  Allen,  Corps  of  Engineers,  United  Statee  Army. 


Kame  and  addxMS  of  bidder. 

Plica 
perpoand 

(1.423 
poonda). 

Amoant> 

Date  of 
deilTory. 

JuneA  H.  irc(}i11,  WMhington,  D.  0 

Cents. 

$32.02 
82.02 

Dttgs. 

C.  A.8eliiieider'a  Sons,  212  Twdfth  atreet  NW.,  Wathington,  D.  0 

7 

The  foUowing  contracts  were  in  force  during  the  year: 

Douglas  &  Andrews,  for  construction  of  wharf  and  emplacements  for  three  8-inoh 
guns,  date  of  contract  December  16,  1896;  approved  December  31,  18d6;  date  of 
commencement,  December  22, 1896;  the  dafce  of  completion  was  orig^inally  Septem- 
ber 1,  1897.  Tl^e  following  extensions  have  been  nanted :  To  December  30, 1897;  to 
May  31, 1898 ;  to  June  20, 1898.  and  to  June  30, 18^. 

James  H.  McGill,  for  fumisning  I-beams,  contract  dated  April  11, 1896;  spproyed 
April  20, 1898;  date  of  delivery  April  14, 1898;  amount  of  contract,  $35. 

The  trees  on  one  of  the  reservations  and  on  adjoining  farms  were 
feUed  so  as  to  give  an  unobstructed  view  of  the  river,  and  were  partly 
cut  into  firewood. 

An  observing  tower  40  feet  high  and  a  shelter  station  were  erected 
at  the  ends  of  a  range-finding  base. 

The  funds  for  this  work  were  provided  from  the  appropriation  for 
^^liTational  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898. 

Money  statement 

Amount  of  allotments $925.00 

June  30, 1896, amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 837.24 

July  1, 1896,  balance  unexpended •         87.76 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 62.00 

Joij  1, 1896,  balance  available .' 35.76 
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4  I. 
DEFENSES  OF  HAMPTON  BOADS,  VIBQINIA. 

Officer  in  charge,  M%j.  Thomas  L.  Casey,  Gorps  of  Engineers;  assist- 
antBy  Lieut.  Frank  A.  Wilcox,  First  Infantry,  from  April  20, 1898,  and 
Lieut.  Edward  H.  Schulz,  Gorps  of  Engineers,  from  April  9  to  May  19, 
1898.  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  Peter  G.  Hains,  U.  8.  Yolunteers, 
Golonel,  Gorps  of  Engineers. 

Bedoubt  A,  a  battery  of  two  10-inoh  guns  exterior  to  the  main  work, 
has  been  completed;  also  a  single-gun  battery  of  the  same  caliber,  a 
mortar  battery,  platform  for  8inch  rifle  on  barbette  carriage^  and  the 
two  mining  casemates.  Work  is  under  way  for  two  lO-mch  gun 
redoubts,  to  be  known  as  B  and  G,  and  construction  will  begin  early  in 
the  fiscal  year  1899  on  emplacements  for  three  12-inch  guns  and  one  of 
10  inch.  In  addition,  four  temporary  platforms  for  8-inch  rifles  on  bar- 
bette carriages  have  oeeu  completed  and  three  of  the  pieces  mounted. 
Of  the  rapid-fire  armament  three  platforms  for  4.72-inch  guns  have 
been  constructed  and  the  mountings  and  guns  placed. 

A  range-finder  tower  has  been  erected  in  connection  with  the  opera- 
tion of  these  batteries  and  a  concrete  tank  constructed  for  the  wet 
storage  of  submarine  cable. 

The  work  performed  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1898,  is 
exhibited  as  follows : 

Umplacements  and  platforms  far  two  10-inoh  guns  {Redoubt  A). — ^These 
emplacements  and  platforms  had  been  completed  at  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year  1897,  and  the  guns  and  carriages  mounted. 

During  the  fiscal  year,  on  account  of  seepage  of  water  into  the  mag- 
azines, cement  plaster  with  a  coating;  of  bitumen  and  tar  was  placed 
on  the  top  surface  of  the  concrete  directly  over  the  magazines.  This 
proving  ineffective,  two  coats  of  refined  Trinidad  asphalt  were  added. 

As  a  rear  view  of  the  emplacements  in  Bedofibt  A  could  be  readily 
obtained,  the  planting  of  a  hedge  to  screen  them  was  authorized  and 
$200  provided  for  this  purpose.  The  hedge,  which  consists  of  a  double 
row  of  Galifornia  privet  and  red  cedars,  was  planted  in  March,  1898, 
and  is  450  feet  long.  The  expense  was  paid  from  funds  for  the  mortar 
battery. 

For  lighting  the  magazines  of  this  battery  a  portable  storage  battery 
of  the  chloride  type,  with  mean  voltage  of  56  and  normal  discharge  of 
20  amperes  for  ten  hours,  has  been  installed.  The  wiring  was  placed 
in  iiron-armored  conduits  and  provision  made  for  ten  16-candlepower 
lights  for  each  emplacement.  The  battery  was  placed  in  a  small  brick 
house  built  for  the  purpose  behind  the  parapet  near  the  south  traverse. 
This  work  was  included  in  the  contract  for  the  electric  plant  at  the 
mortar  battery  and  cost  (1,105. 

Money  statements. 

BMPLACKMBNTS. 

Jnlj  1, 1897,  balMioe unexpended $1,614.17 

June  30,  ISSNB,  amount  aUotted  daring  fiscal  year 1,606.00 

3, 219. 17 

Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2, 114. 17 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended ; 1,105.00 

Jaly  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 1,105.00 

PLATFORMS. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended 198.41 

June  90, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year ...» 198.41 
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Allotments. 

EMPLACBMENTS. 


Act  Febraary  24. 1891,  allotment  of  Judo  11, 1891 $158, 848.00 

Act  Jnly23, 1892,  allotment  of  July  26. 1895 3,774.00 

Act  March  3, 1897,  allotment  of  May  20, 1897 1,300.00 

Act  June  6,  1896,  allotment  of  January  8,  1898 1, 105.00 

Act  June  6,  1896,  allotment  of  April  7, 1898 500.00 

Authorized  expenditure  of  funds  allotted  for  other  works 200. 00 

Total  for  emplacements 165,727.00 

PLATFORMS. 

Act  March  2,  1895,  allotment  of  July  26, 1895 $10,292.00 

Emplacement  and  platform  for  one  lO-inch  gun, — Work  has  been  coii- 
iiued  during  the  fiscal  year  to  preventing  the  seepage  of  water  into  the 
magazine  by  applying  cement  plaster,  with  covering  of  bitumen  and 
tar,  on  the  top  surface  of  the  concrete,  and  finally  by  applying  two 
heavy  coats  of  Trinidad  asphalt.  T]ie  cost  of  this  work  was  paid  from 
funds  provided  in  allotments  for  emplacements  for  two  10-inch  guns. 

A  small  chloride  electric  storage  battery,  capable  of  running  ten 
16-candlepower  incandescent  lights,  was  installed  in  a  small  brick  shel- 
ter constructed  especially  for  this  battery.  The  necessary  wiring  for 
the  lights  was  placed  in  iron-armored  conduits. 

Money  statements. 

SMPLACKMBNT. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $13.48 

June  30, 1898,  allotted  during  fiscal  year 552.50 

565.98 
June  30, 1898,  expended  during  fiscal  year 13.48 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 552.50 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 552.50 

PLATFORM. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended 193.^ 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 193.25 

AllotmenU. 

EMPLACEMENT. 

Act  July  23, 1892,  allotmejQt  of  Novembers,  1892 $64,000.00 

Act  June  6, 1896,  allotment  of  January  8, 1898 552.50 

Total 64,552.50 

Amount  transferred  to  other  works 9,774.00 

Amount  available  for  expenditure 54)778.50 

PLATFORM. 

Act  March  2, 1895,  allotment  of  July  26, 1895 $5,020.00 

Emplacement  for  10-inch  gun  on  spit. — The  plans  for  this  emplacement, 
which  is  at  the  left  flank  of  Eedoubt  B,  were  approved  October  13, 1897, 
and  $50,000  allotted  for  the  work  from  the  appropriation  for  gun  and 
mortar  batteries  in  the  act  of  March  3, 1897. 

As  far  as  the  special  conditions  of  the  site  would  permit,  the  plans  of 
The  Board  of  Engineers  of  1896  were  followed,  but  as  the  rear  of  the 
battery  is  exposed  to  oblique  fire  it  was  necessary  to  run  a  traverse 
back  farther  to  inclose  the  magazines  and  to  prolong  this  traverse  with 
sand  inclosed  by  concrete  revetment  walls.  The  caiTiage  which  is  to 
be  mounted  in  this  emplacement  is  an  experimental  one,  patterned 
after  the  model  ISM  disappearing  type^  and  necessitated  the  construe- 
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tion  of  the  platform  proper  with  slight  changes  in  details  of  the  plans 
for  that  model,  the  loading  platform  and  rooms  underneath  conforming 
as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  1896  plans. 

The  material  for  the  emplacement  and  platform  was  purchased  after 
newspaper  advertisement  dated  November  23, 1897.  An  abstract  of 
the  bids  received  in  response  is  appended. 

Excavation  for  the  foundation  commenced  l^ovember  24, 1897,  but 
before  concrete  could  be  actually  placed  it  was  necessary  to  remove  a 
large  amount  of  sand  in  the  rear.  This  was  done  as  fiaist  as  x>ossible 
and  the  sand  used  in  covering  for  mortar  battery  and  the  mining  case- 
mate near  Eeboubt  A,  and  also  as  cover  for  the  work  itself. 

The  plant  used  for  concrete  work  consisted  of  the  4-foot  cube  mixer 
and  appurtenances  used  for  the  mortar  battery,  a  track  with  switch 
being  laid  to  the  site  of  the  work.  The  continuous  Cockbum  mixer, 
which  was  placed  to  the  south  of  the  emplacement,  was  also  effective. 
For  the  former,  horse  cars  with  trays  delivered  the  concrete  to  a  der- 
rick in  the  rear  of  the  work.    The  latter  was  served  by  wheelbarrows. 

Before  any  concrete  had  been  placed  about  12,038  cubic  yards  of  the 
sand  cover  had  been  provided.  In  addition  to  this,  during  the  fiscal 
year  2,622.7  cubic  yards  of  concrete  have  been  placed  in  the  platform 
and  main  work,  73.5  and  88.73  cubic  yards  of  soil  and  clay,  respec- 
tively, and  253  square  yards  of  sod  placed  on  slope. 

On  June  30, 1898,  the  following  work  remained  to  be  done  to  com- 
plete the  emplacement  and  platform:  Completing  shell  recess  from  ref- 
erence 15^,  providing  ammunition  lift,  trolley  system  and  electric  storage 
battery  for  lighting,  and  completing  slopes. 

Money  statement. 

June  30, 1898,  amonnt  allotted  daring  fiscal  year $50, 000. 00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 29, 671. 30 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 20,328.70 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 3,918.28 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 16,410.42 

Allotment, 
Act  March  3, 1897,  allotment  of  October  13, 1897 $50, 000.00 

Ah9tract  of  propoeaU  for  furnishing  and  delivering  oementy  brolen  atone,  and  yellow-pine 
lumber,  received  in  response  to  advertisement  dated  November  2S,  1897,  opened  by  Capt, 
Thomas  L,  Casey,  Corps  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army,  at  Norfolk,  Fa..  January 
11, 1898, 

OEMBKT. 


Kame  and  addzMS  of  bidder. 

American.  Approximate  qoan- 
tity,  8,000  bar»)l8. 

Portland.  Approximate 
quantity,  250  barrels. 

So. 

Brand. 

Price 
bid 

^. 

rel. 

Total. 

Brand. 

Prioe 
bid 
per 
bar- 
rel. 

TotaL 

1 

Lawrenoe  Cement  Co.,  New  York,  K.T. 
Atlaa  Cement  Co.,  Kew  York,  N.  Y. . . . 

Hoi&nan | 

a|0.82 
b.72 

$8. 580 
5,780 

2 

Atlas... 

12.21 

1562.50 

4 

New  York  and  Bonendale  Cement  Co., 

New  York,  N.Y. 
Lawreneeville  Cement  Co.,  New  York, 

B.H.  Hood,  New  York,  N.Y 

Sinclair  it,  B*bson,  New  York,  N.  Y. . . 

Brooklyn  Bridge . 

Beach'a    Roaen- 

dale. 
Round  Top 

.889 

.96 

.74 

7,192 
7,600 
6,920 

6 

8 
10 

Atlas... 
Alsen  .. 
Alpha .. 

2.10 
3.36 
2.15 

625.00 
687  60 

U 

Warner  Moore  &  Co.,  Richmond,  Va . . 

James  River 

.90 

7,200 

687.50 

a  For  cement  ordered  before  opening  of  navigation  of  Hudson  River, 
ft  For  cement  ordered  alter  opening  of  navigaUon  of  Hudson  B2L^«k« 
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AhBtmd  of  propoBaU  for  fumUhing  and  delivering  cement,  etc, — Continaed. 

BBOKBN  STOKE. 


No. 

Kanie  and  address  of  bidder. 

2-inoh.    Approx- 
imate qnantity, 
4,000  cQDio  yards. 

1-inoh.    Approx- 
2,066  on  Dio  yards. 

GranoUthio. 

quantity,  85 
onbic  yards. 

Price 

bidper 

cnbio 

yard. 

TotaL 

Price 

bidper 

oubio 

yard. 

TotaL 

Prioe 

bidper 

onbio 

yazd. 

TotoL 

8 

5 

8 
1? 

]foCl«na1ia&  A  Bro.  Granite  Co.,  Port 

Deposit,  Md. 
Ghas.  6.  Smith  A.  Son,  Washington,  D.  C 

B.H.Hood.NewYoric,N.Y 

John  L.  Grim.  PhUadelnhiA.  Pa 

$1.70 

1.77 
1.50 
1.88 
1.83 
1.88 

$7,100.00 

7,080.00 
6,000.00 
7,520.00 
7,320.00 
7,520.00 

$1.79 

1.88 
1.70 
1.88 
1.83 
L88 

$4,770.85 

5,010.00 
4.580.00 
5,010.00 
4,876.95 
5,010.00 

$L79 

2.40 
2.00 
8.25 
1.83 
2.00 

$62.65 

84.00 

70.00 

113.75 

18 
14 

Peter  Donald  A.  Son,  Richmond,  Va 

Warner  Moore  A  Co.,  Siohmond,  Ya 

64.06 
70.00 

YELLOWPINB  LUHBEB. 


No. 


7 

8 

0 

11 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


Jac.  HetfMflnger^Hampton.  Ya 

B.H.  Hood,  New  York,  N.Y 

CH.Bnll  A  Co.,  Norfolk,  Ya 

The  Manhattan  Supply  Co.,  New  York, 
N.Y 


llnohhyl2 

inches  by  16  feet. 

Approximate 


Price 

bidper 

1,000 

feet 

B.  SoL. 


$11.00 
15.00 
16.00 

24.70 


TotaL 


$38.09 
45.12 
48.18 

74.80 


2  inches  by  4 

inches  by  16  feet. 

Approximate 

quantity,  583 

feet  B.  M. 


Price 

bidper 

1.000 

feet 

B.M. 


$U.OO 
15.00 
12.00 

24.70 


TotaL 


$5.86 
8.00 
6.40 

13.16 


2  inohes  by  19 
inches  by  16  fDot. 

Approximate 

quanti^,  14,016 

feet  B.  Jtt. 


Prioe 

bidper 

1,000 

feet 

B.  n[« 


$12.00 
15.00 
12.00 

84.70 


TotoL 


$168.10 
210.00 
168.10 

346^20 


No. 


7 

8 

0 

11 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


Joe  HefTelflnger,  Hampton,  Ya 

R.  H.Hood,  New  York,lf.Y 

C.H.  Bull  &  Co.,  Norfolk,  Ya 

The  Manhattan  Supply  Co.,  New  York, 
N.Y 


2  inches  b/ 12 
inches  by  16  feet, 
one  side  and  both 

edges  dressed. 

Approximate 

quantity,  10,000 


Prioe 

bidper 

LOW) 

feet 

B.M. 


$16.00 
15.00 
14.80 

2&70 


TotoL 


$240.00 
240.00 
232.00 

395.20 


2  inches  by  6 

inches  by  16  feet. 

Approximate 

quantity,  2,000 

feetB.M. 


Price 

bidper 

1,000 

feet 

B.  J&. 


$11.00 
16.00 
12.00 

24.70 


TotaL 


$22.00 
30.00 
24.00 

48.40 


8  inohes  by  4 

inohes  by  16  feet. 

Approximate 

quantity,  2,000 

feetB.M. 


Prioe 

bidper 

LOOO 

feet 

B.M. 


$1LOO 
15.00 
12.00 

84.70 


TotoL 


00 
80.00 
24.00 

48.40 


No. 


7 

8 

0 

11 


Nome  ond  address  of  bidder. 


/ 


Joe.  Hefhlflnger,  Hompton,  Yo 

B.  H.Hood,  New  York,  N.Y 

C.  H.  Bull  A  Co.,Norfork,  Ya 

The  Manhattan  Supply  Co.,  New  York, 

N.  Y...« 


8  inches  by  4 
Inches  by  26 
feet.  Approx- 
imate quan- 
tity. 3,260 
feetB.M. 


3  inches  by  4 
inches  by  20 
feet.  Approx- 
imate quon- 

leet  B.M. 


Price 

bidper 

1.000 

feet 

B.M. 


$1&00 
15.00 
12.00 

24.70 


Total. 


$58.60 
48.75 
89.00 

80.28 


Price 

bidper 

1,000 

feet 

B.M. 


$n.oo 

15.00 
12.00 

24.70 


TotoL 


$27.60 
37.50 
80.  op 

6L76 


14  inches  by  8 
inches  by  16 

feet,  tongued 
and  grooved. 

Approximate 


Price 

bidper 

l.WO 

feet 

B.M. 


$20.00 
l&OO 
l&OO 


TotoL 


$40.00 
80.00 
86.00 


80.00  I  60.00 


Aggre- 

gate 
amount 
of  bid. 


$617.14 
679.61 
607.es 

1,129.6» 
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Name  of  eoniraotor. 

Date  of 
approTal. 

Date  of  be- 
ginning de- 
liTeryof 
materials. 

Date  of 
expiration. 

B.H.Hood 

Feb.  16,1886 

Feb.  16,1886 

June  80,1888 

Emplacement  for  lO-inch  gun  in  main  work. — ^Plans  and  estimate  for 
the  oonstraction  of  the  last  lO-inch  emplacement  proposed  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  Jane  15, 1898.  The  plans  had  not 
been  approved  June  30, 1898. 

Battery  for  three  IJ^-inch  guns. — ^Plans  for  this  battery,  with  an  esti- 
mate of  its  cost,  were  submitted  June  25. 1898.  They  are  to  be  designed 
for  the  disappearing  carriage,  model  1897,  and  the  plans  followed  those 
adopted  for  that  mount  by  The  Board  of  Engineers  in  every  detail. 
According  to  the  approved  project  of  defense  two  12-inch  gun  batteries 
were  to  be  placed  within  the  fort,  but  the  idea  of  placing  them  on  the 
beach,  between  Bedoubts  B  and  C,  was  presented  to  the  Department 
for  consideration,  ^o  action  had  been  token  as  to  plans  and  location 
of  the  guns  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Mortar  battery, — ^This  battory,  consisting  of  sixteen  12-inch  mortars, 
twelve  on  model  1896  carriages  and  four  on  model  1891,  with  the  four 
pits  in  a  single  line,  has  been  practically  completed,  carriages  assembled, 
and  mortors  mounted. 

No  unusual  difficulties  were  encountored  in  the  construction  of  the 
battory,  and  the  work  was  carried  on  by  methods  generally  used. 

The  main  concreto  work  was  completed  before  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  1897,  with  the  exception  of  the  sloping  revetting  walls  above 
the  pits. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1898, 1,006  cubic  yards  of  Bosendale  concreto 
was  used  iii  building  the  retoining  walls  above  the  pits  and  at  the  foot 
of  the  traverses,  6,(^  square  feet  of  granolithic  finish  put  on  floors  of 
pits,  74,846  cubic  yards  of  saud  placed  in  slopes,  and  this  covered  with 
2,019  cubic  yards  of  soil,  2,271  cubic  yards  of  clay,  and  2,818  square 
yards  of  sod.  Double  trolley  systems  have  been  installea  in  each  of 
the  four  shell  rooms,  spiral  stairs  erectod  in  observation  tower,'  sheet 
steel  doors  hung  at  entrances  to  pits,  and  an  electric  plant  consisting 
of  5-kilowatt  dynamo,  7-horsepower  oil  engine,  belt  connected  to 
dynamo,  and  a  nonportable  storage  battory  of  a  mean  voltoge  of  56, 
with  30  amperes  normal  discharge  for  ton  hours,  set  up.  For  the  elec- 
tric plant  a  small  room  was  partitioned  off  by  a  9-inch  brick  wall  in  the 
passageway  near  the  entrance  firom  pit  No.  3.  The  oil  tonk  was  set  in 
the  traverse  on  the  north  side  of  the  pit. 

Provision  was  made  for  twenty  16-candlepower  lamps,  and  all  wiring 
was  placed  in  iron-armored  conduite.  The  cost  of  the  plant  under 
contiuct,  with  the  portoble  storage  batteries  for  Bedoubt  A  and  the 
emplacement  in  salient,  was  $4,420,  (2,762.50  to  be  for  this  work,  (1,105 
for  Bedoubt  A,  and  (552.50  for  the  emplacement  in  salient.  An  arrange- 
ment for  firing  the  mortors  has  been  designed  and  installed,  and  firing 
and  relocating  rooms  built  back  of  the  traverses. 

On  October  1, 1897,  four  full  service  charges  were  fired  firom  the  inner 
right  mortar  in  pit  No.  3  to  test  the  platform,  which  was  built  wholly 
of  Portland  cement  concreto.  The  concrete  at  that  time  had  been  in 
place  about  ton  months.  Two  rounds  were  fired  with  the  piece  at  an 
elevation  of  60  degi'ees  and  two  at  45  degrees.  No  crack,  chipping,  or 
oUier  defect  was  £scemible,  either  in  the  wall  or  upi^t  ^aii'MSA  oil  \i^^ 


684    BEPOBT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS,  U.  8.  ABMT. 

platform.  The  slopipg  breast-height  wall  was  practically  aninjured  by 
the  blast,  only  a  few  flakes  of  the  cement  finish  on  the  waJl  being 
removed. 

The  total  amount  of  concrete  placed  in  constructing  the  battery  was 
21,741  cubic  yards,  divided  as  follows: 

Cnbio  yards. 

In  main  work 16,712 

In  platforms  mpiUNos.  3  and  4  and  part  of  No.  2 1,685 

In  win^  walls ^ 1,5^5 

In  retaining  waUs  aronnd  pits 918 

In  retaining  wall  at  foot  ox  traverses 138 

In  passageways  between  pits 703 

The  cost  of  the  different  parts  of  the  work  and  the  total  cost  of  bat- 
tery may  be  stated  as  follows : 

BUULDING  SL0PK8. 

78,546  cable  yards  of  sand,  at  44  cents $34,660.24 

5,132  cubic  yards  of  clay  and  soil,  at  $1.46 7,492.72 

2,818  square  feet  of  sod,  at  28  cents 789.04 

Total  cost  of  slopes 42,842.00 

MAIN  WORK. 

16,712  cnbic yards  of  concrete,  at  $4.10 $68,519.20 

Total  cost  of  main  work 68,519. 20 

PLATFORMS. 

1,685  cubic  yards  of  concrete,  at  $6.568+ $11,067.08 

534  steel  bolts  in  place,  at  $4.695-1- 2,507.51 

6,034  square  yards  granolithic  finish,  at  $0.1147-|- 689.37 

64  pieces  stone,  18  inches  by  3  feet,  by  6  feet  3  inches,  dressed  and  sot,  at 

$59.246-1- 3,791.74 

4  force  pumps  set  and  connected  in  recesses  of  wing  walls,  at  $10.505....  42. 02 

16  drain  wells  filled  with  broken  stone,  at$3.305 52.90 

Increasing  diameter  of  wells  9inches 168.50 

Total  cost  of  platforms 18,319.12 

WING  WALLS. 

1,585  cubic  yards  of  concrete,  at  $4.42-|- $6,997.09 

Totalcostof  wingwalls .* 6,997.09    * 

RETAINING  WALL  AROUND  PITS. 

918  cubic  yards  concrete,  at  $5.595-|- $5, 134. 23 

Total  cost  of  retaining  walls .- 5,134.23 

WALLS  AT  FOOT  OF  TRAVERSES. 

138  cubic  yards  concrete,  at  $6.53 $901.14 

Total  cost  of  traverse  foot  walls 901.14 

PASSAGEWAYS  BETWEEN  PITS. 

703  cubic  yards  of  concrete,  at  $4.33 $3,043.99 

Total  cost  of  passageways 3,043.99 
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.MISCBLLANB0U8  ITKM8. 

4  inside  doon  for  magazines,  at  $25.25f $101.03 

Firing  apparatus  and  tanks  for  eleotrio  plant 1, 193. 82 

BelocatoT  houses 499.55 

Double  trolley  systems  in  magazines 1,479.48 

Spiral  stairs  in  tower 296.00 

Brick  Tentilator 20.63 

Cutting  niche  in  wall  to  traverse  mortar 28.30 

4  sheet-steel  doors,  at  $46.50 186.00 

Services  of  wat<^men 1,213.50 

Cost  of  plant  (about  56  cents  for  each  cubic  yard  of  all  concrete) 12, 073. 70 

Repairs  to  plant  (about  31  cents  for  each  cubic  yard  of  all  concrete) 6, 729. 34 

Electric  plant 2,762.50 

Hauling  mortars,  carriages,  and  miscellaneous  material 1, 010. 46 

Total  cost  of  miscellaneous  items 27,594.31 

The  above  items  do  not  include  saperintendence,  and  indicate  the 
total  cost  of  the  battery  to  have  been  $173,350.98. 

Of  the  amount  provided  for  this  battery,  $4,657.50  was  transferred 
to  other  works,  and  $6,767.25  was  expended  for  labor  in  connection 
with  construction  of  railroad  to  connect  with  Ghesapeake  and  Ohio 
tracks. 

Money  statemenU 

July  1, 1897,  balance  anexpended $67,338.12 

June  30, 1898,  amount  transferred  to  other  works  during  fiscal 

year $4,657.50 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 52, 907. 30 

57,564.80 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended : 9,773.32 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 6,035.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 3,738.32 


ALLOTMENTS. 

Act  February  24, 1891,  allotment  of  March  18, 1896 $5,  li8.50 

Act  March  2, 1895,  allotment  of  March  11, 1895 94,881.50 

Act  June  6, 1896,  allotment  of  July  1, 1896 100,000.00 

Total 200,000.00 

Amount  transferred  to  other  works 4,657.50 

Amount  available  for  battery 195,342.50 

Ab9traet  of  bids  far  furnishing  and  Betting  up  an  clectnc-lighting  plant  received  in 
respanee  to  advertisement  dated  November  15, 1897,  and  opened  by  Capi,  Th<nnas  L, 
Casey,  Corps  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army,  at  Norfolk,  Va,,  at  IS  o^elook  noon 
December  tS,  1897, 


• 

Kome  and  address  of  bidder. 

Amount  bid. 

No. 

Class  A.— 
Dynamo  en- 
gine and 
switch 
board  com- 
plete. 

Class  B — 
1  nonporta- 
ble and  2 
portable 
storage  bat- 
teries in 
trays. 

Class  C— 

Wiring, 
lamps,  cut- 
outs, 
switches, 
etc. 

For  com- 
plete 
plant. 

1 

Electric  Storaeo  Batterr  Co..  Philadelphiii,  Fs. . . . 

$2,530.00 
2,M9.00 
2,580.00 
2,530.00 

2 

Driffce  and  Woodward.  Brooklvn.  N.  Y 

$1,Q8L80 
1,545.00 

*"i,'8i2.'86' 
l.SO&OO 
l,aM.OO 

I2.A28.25 
1,207.00 

3 

Sprasue  Electric  Co.,  New  York,  N.Y 

05.842.00 

4 

Weetern  Electric  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y 

General  Electric  Go..  Baltimore. Md.... 

5 

< 

Jae.L.Be]ote,  Norfolk,  Va 

2,080.00 
2,880.00 

1,160.00 
790.00 

7 

HoOay-Howazd  Engineering  Co.,  Baltimore,  Md. . 

• 

4,410.00 
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Ahtiraet  of  ooniraei  in  farce. 


Kame  of  oontraotor. 

Date  of  ap- 
proval. 

Dateof  beffin* 
ning  work. 

Date  of  expi- 
ration. 

McOAV-Howftrd  XnffinMrinff  Co.  ...........■••••«... ......r 

Mar.  18, 1886 

Feb.  12,1888 

Kaj  12,18M 

Platform  far  Sinch  rifle  on  A.  B.  F.  barbette  carriage^  model  1892,--- 
Funds  were  provided  for  this  work  by  transfer  from  the  allotments  for 
the  mortar  battery. 

The  rifle  was  mounted  for  some  time  on  a  platform  at  the  northern 
end  of  the  water  battery  for  use  in  target  practice,  and  as  this  posi- 
tion would  be  disadvantageous  in  case  of  an  emergency  it  was  consid- 
ered advisable  to  make  it  a  part  of  the  permanent  defense  by  placing 
it  on  a  platform  behind  the  cover  of  the  mining  casemate. 

Work  was  commenced  on  the  platform  March  15, 1898,  and  the  gan 
and  carriage  had  been  transferred  and  mounted  early  in  June,  1898. 
A  small  magazine  was  constructed  near  the  covered  way  to  serve  the 
piece.  The  platform  and  magazine  cost  (1,608.08,  210.37  cubic  yards 
of  concrete  being  used  for  the  work. 

Money  BtatemenU 

June  30, 1898,  amonnt  allotted  daring  fisoal  year $1,800.00 

Jane  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 1,544.70 

Jnly  1,1898,  balance  anexpended :...  255.90 

Jnly  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 68.38 

July  1,1898,  balance  ayailable 191.92 

Observation  stations. — At  the  request  ot  the  commanding  officer,  the 
construction  of  two  observation  stations  was  authorized.  Sites  for 
them  were  selected,  and  both  have  been  completed  and  the  instruments 
installed. 

Money  statement. 

Jane  30, 1898,  amoant  allotted  daring  fiscal  year $500.00 

Jane  90, 1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 499.99 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended .61 

Mining  casemate, — The  construction  of  this,  the  second,  mining  case- 
mate at  this  place  was  begun  in  June,  1897.  The  casemate  and  galleiy 
had  been  completed  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

To  construct  the  casemate  and  passage  707  cubic  yards  of  concrete 
was  consumed  and  for  the  gallery,  72  feet  long,  251  cubic  yards  addi- 
tionaL  12,502  cubic  yards  of  sand  was  hauled  from  the  dunes  below 
the  old  cemetery  and  placed  in  the  protecting  slope  in  fh>nt  of  the 
casemate  and  over  the  operating  room  and  passage  and  the  slopes 
were  covered  with  245  cubic  yards  of  clay,  244  cubic  yards  of  soil,  and 
1,559  square  feet  of  sod.  A  retaining  wall  was  buUt  at  the  foot  of  the 
interior  slopes  with  127.4  cubic  yards  of  concrete,  and  17  cubic  yards 
used  for  roadway  of  the  double  caponiere.  A  footing  slope  of  old  con- 
crete was  built  along  the  exterior  slope  of  the  face  cover. 

The  excavation  for  the  cable  gallery  was  made  to  reference  —2,  where 
the  material  was  found  to  be  very  soft  throughout  its  entire  length. 
A  secure  foundation  was  mad6  with  old  concrete  and  stone  and  sheet 
piling  driven  so  that  the  trench  could  be  kept  dry  for  laying  the  con- 
crete for  the  gallery. 
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A  balance  of  aboat  (6,000  will  be  left  from  the  (21,000  provided  for 
the  work  when  all  expenses  are  paid. 

An  allotment  of  (150  was  made  daring  the  fiscal  year  for  providing 
storage  facilities  for  delicate  instraments  issued  for  use  in  connection 
with  the  submarine-mine  defense,  (20  of  which  has  been  expended  for 
that  purpose. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1S97,  balance  unexpended 1 $20,978.03 

June  80, 1808,  amoont  allotted  daring  fiscal  year.. 150.00 

21, 128. 08 
Jane  80, 1898,  amount  expended  dnrhig  fiscal  year 14,803.93 

jnly  1, 1898,  balance  anen>ended 6,524.10 

Jaly  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilitiee 990.40 

July  1, 1898,  balance  arailable 5,533.70 

Allotments, 

Act  March  3, 1897,  allotment  of  June  3, 1897 $21,000.00 

Act  March  3, 1897,  aUotment  of  August  10, 1897 150.00 

Total 21,150.00 

Cable  storage  tank. — A  storage  tank  of  concrete  with  a  capacity  for 
30  drums  of  cable  was  constructed  under  contract,  at  a  cost  of  (2,072.79. 
The  contract  price  for  the  tank,  with  overhead  traveler,  was  (1,560,  and 
the  balance  of  the  cost  was  for  inspection  and  connecting  tank  with 
water  supply. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897, balance  unexpended $1,907.21 

June  30, 18SN3,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year $1, 880. 00 

June  90, 1898,  repaid  to  appropriation 27.21 

1,907.21 

Allotment. 

Act  June  6, 1896,  allotment  of  Aprils,  1897 $2,100.00 

Abstract  of  eontract  in  force. 


Name  of  oontrmotor. 

Dftte  of  ap- 
proval. 

Dateofbeffin- 
ning  work. 

Date  of  ex- 
piration. 

John  H.  Briniioii  .«.•.>*■■•■.•.«**■■•.•>•••«................ 

May  M,  1897 

May  aO,lM7 

Not.  80.1897 

BreaJctoater  and  beach  protection. — It  was  noticed  in  September,  1897, 
that  the  breakwater  was  somewhat  disintegrated  along  its  lower  parts, 
due,  probably,  to  the  solvent  action  of  the  sea  water  and  impact  of  peb- 
bles. In  some  parts  it  has  been  eroded  to  a  depth  of  6  inches.  The 
condition  has  not  changed  materially,  and  at  present  the  stability  of 
the  breakwater  is  not  endangered.  The  jetties  on  the  beach  remain  in 
good  condition. 

Artesian  well. — ^No  work  has  been  done  and  no  expenditures  made  on 
acooont  of  this  work  daring  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1898. 

Money  statement 

July  1,1897,  balance  nnezpended $6,906.95 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  anexpended 6,908.96 

Appropriation, 
Aet  Febraary  24»  1891 16,000.00 
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Preservation  and  repair  of  foriifieaiions, — The  bridges  over  moat 
have  been  repaired  and  a  new  board  walk  laid  from  the  main  street  to 
the  sonth  end  of  the  water  battery.  The  engineer  quarters  have  been 
repaired  and  office  and  storehouses  painted.  All  the  quarters  have 
been  connected  with  the  Newport  News  water  system,  at  a  cost  of  (150. 

A  survey  and  map  of  the  entire  reservation  was  made  and  placed  on 
file.  A  discrepancy  in  the  marking  of  the  northern  boundary  was  dis- 
covered, giving  the  United  States  80,000  square  feet  more  land. 

Money  statement, 

July  1,1897,  balance  nDezpended ^...        $150.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  allotted  during  fiscal  year 3,500.00 

3,650.00 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3, 648. 12 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1.88 

AUotmenU, 

Act  March  3, 1897,  allotment  of  May  13, 1897 : $150.00 

Act  March  3, 1897,  allotment  of  June  14, 1897 3,000.00 

Act  March  3, 1897,  allotment  of  November  1,1897 600.00 

Total 3,650.00 

Fort  Woolj  Va. — This  is  an  inclosed  casemated  fort.  It  was  begun 
in  1818  by  forming  an  artificial  foundation  of  stones  of  random  sizes 
unloaded  upon  a  10-foot  shoal,  selected  as  the  site  of  the  work.  When 
the  scarp  walls  and  piers  had  reached  a  height  to  include  the  lintels  of 
the  lower  tier- of  embrasures  settlement  began  and  work  was  stopped 
after  piling  a  quantity  of  stone  upon  the  walls  sufiQcient  to  bring  upon 
the  foundation  a  pressure  somewhat  exceeding  that  of  the  finished  work. 

The  work  of  construction  was  resumed  in  1858,  and  when  it  was  sus- 
pended 52  casemates  of  the  lower  tier,  with  iron-throated  embra- 
sures, were  finished  and  ready  for  guns.  On  the  second  tier  the  scarp 
walls  and  piers  of  those  portions  of  the  work  bearing  on  the  channel 
had  reached  nearly  to  the  height  of  the  embrasure  lintels,  the  embrasure 
irons  had  been  set,  and  the  floors  of  most  of  the  casemates  paved.  On 
the  gorge  faces  very  little  work  had  been  done. 

There  is  a  quantity  of  public  property,  such  as  building  material,  etc., 
stored  in  the  fort.    A  fort  keeper  is  in  charge  of  the  public  property. 

The  fort  has  remained  in  charge  of  a  custodian  during  the  year. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $695. 11 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 600. 00 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 95.11 

July  1,1898,  outstanding  liabilities 50.00 

July  1,1898,  balance  available 45.11 

Allotment. 
Act  March  3, 1897,  allotment  of  June  14,  1897 $425.00 

The  following  operations  were  carried  on  under  allotments  from  the 
appropriation  for  "National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898: 

Three  lO-inch  gun  emplacements. — A  provisional  allotment,  was  made 
for  these  emplacements  on  March  18, 1898,  of  (75,000,  and  on  June  11, 
1898«  (50,000  additional  was  allotted. 
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The  emplacements  are  being  constructed  in  one  2-gnn  redonbt  known 
as  G,  and  situated  on  the  beach  front  northeast  of  Eedoubt  A.  The 
other  emplacement  is  to  form  the  right  half  of  Eedoubt  B.  With  the 
exception  of  the  latter,  which  was  necessarily  modified  to  correspond 
with  the  left  half  of  the  redoubt,  the  plans  follow  the  latest  designs  of 
The  Board  of  Engineers. 

Work  of  construction  was  commenced  on  the  right  half  of  Bedoubt  B 
on  March  21, 1898,  and  on  Bedoubt  G  March  29,  1898.  For  the  latter  a 
ofoot  cube  mixer  was  purchased  and  set  up. *  It  was  also  necessary  to 
purchase  a  new  locomotive  and  about  one-half  mile  of  steel  rails,  with 
necessary  ties.  Two  derricks  were  placed,  a  loop  of  track  laid  around 
the  site  of  the  battery,  and  a  cement  house  of  4,000  barrels  capacity 
erected. 

BEDOUBT  0. 

On  June  1, 1898,  the  platforms  proper  of  Bedoubt  0  were  ready  for 
the  base  ring,  and  by  June  30, 1898,  the  concrete  of  the  battery  was  in 
position  to  reference  22. 

Before  any  concrete  could  be  placed  a  filling  of  5  feet  for  the  foun- 
dation of  the  battery  had  to  be  made.  In  the  absence  of  the  railroad 
material  necessary  tp  extend  the  track  a  sufficient  distance  to  permit 
the  sand  to  be  brought  in  cars,  resort  was  had  to  horse  and  cart  for 
moving  the  sand  for  the  fill.  There  were  no  dunes  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  work  and  the  sand  was  taken  from  the  beach,  and  the  haul  was  a 
heavy  one  through  the  sand,  so  that  the  carts  could  not  be  loaded  AiU. 
This  method,  together  with  the  nonreceipt  of  bolts  and  construction 
material,  retarded  the  work  to  some  extent. 

During  the  fiscal  year  the  following  work  has  been  done:  3,725  cubic 
yards  of  concrete  have  been  placed,  a  retaining  wall  of  old  concrete 
built  at  the  foot  of  the  exterior  slope,  and  2,186  cubic  yards  of  sand 
hauled  from  dunes  near  old  cemetery  and  deposited  in  the  slope. 

BIGHT  HALF  OF  BEDOUBT  B. 

The  main  work  of  this  emplacement  had  been  brought  up  to  refer- 
ence 18  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  by  placing  1,067  cubic  yards  of 
concrete.  The  sand  excavated  for  the  foundation  amounted  to  10,390 
cubic  yards,  and  has  been  placed  in  the  slope. 

The  material  for  concrete  for  both  redoubts  has  been  purchased  under 
oral  agreement,  but  the  prices  for  which  it  is  obtained  are  the  same  as 
that  purchased  under  contract  for  the  left  half  of  Bedoubt  B. 

Money  statement. 

Jane  90, 1898,  amount  allotted  during  fiscal  year $125, 000. 00 

Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 26, 977. 20 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 98,022.80 

July  1,1898,  outstanding  liabilities 20,340.48 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 77,682.32 

AllQtments, 

Act  Maroh  9, 1898,  allotment  of  March  18, 1898 $75,000,00 

Act  March  9, 1898,  allotment  of  Jane  11, 1898 50.000.00 

Total 125,000.00 

ENG  98 U 
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Four  4.72'inc%  rapid-fire  gun  emplacemenU. — ^The  coDstrnction  of  two 
emplacements  and  platforms  for  these  gnns  was  ordered  April  6, 1898, 
and  the  other  two  on  April  13,  1898,  an  aggregate  of  (18,009  being 
allotted  for  the  work. 

According  to  the  project  for  rapid-fire  armament,  these  gnns  were 
intended  for  bastions  1  and  2  of  the  main  work,  but  for  obvioas  reasons 
aathority  was  granted  to  mount  them  on  platforms  on  the  barbette  tier 
of  front  4  and  the  work  was  commenced  on  two  of  the  platforms  on 
April  13, 1898,  and  they  Were  completed  April  30, 1898.  One  other  was 
started  and  completed  in  June,  1898.  Construction  of  the  other  platform 
has  been  deferred  until  the  gun  and  mount  arrive. 

Five  old  platforms  occupied  the  sites  selected  for  the  three  guns, 
and  they  were  removed  and  81  cubic  yards  of  excavation  made  for  the 
platforms  and  magazine.  The  amount  of  concrete  laid  for  eaeh  plat- 
form was  ^H  cubic  yards.  The  top  surfaces  of  the  platforms  have 
been  made  in  granolithic  finish  and  two  sets  of  movable  steps  pro- 
vided for  each. 

In  constructing  the  magazine  36  cubic  yards  of  concrete  was  placed. 

Money  statement 

June  90, 1898,  amonnt  allotted  daring  fiscal  vear ^ $18^  000. 00 

Jane  30, 1808,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 1, 968.70 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 16,036.80 

Jaly  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 133.94 

July  1, 1898, balance  available 15,902.36 

AlloimenU. 

m 

Act  Maroli  9, 1898,  allotment  of  April  6. 1898 $12, 000.00 

Act  March  9, 1898,  allotment  of  April  13, 1896 6, 000.00 

Total 18.000.00 

Platforms  for  four  84nch  rifles  on  parapet* — ^Tliis  work  is  of  a  tem- 
porary natnre,  and  the  construction  of  these  platforms  was  not  con- 
templated in  the  approved  project. 

The  first  of  the  four  platforms  was  ordered  to  be  constructed  on 
April  4, 1898,  at  a  cost  of  $2,000.  The  site  selected  was  that  occupied 
by  a  15-inch  smooth-bore  gun  in  the  apex  of  the  angle  of  Bastion  No.  3. 
The  gun  and  carriage  of  this  piece,  as  also  the  gnns  and  carriages  of 
two  8-inch  converted  rifles,  were  necessarily  dismounted.  The  platform 
of  the  former  was  removed  and  60  cubic  yards  excavated  for  the  foun- 
dation of  the  8-inch  rifle  platform.  Sixty-nine  cubic  yards  of  concrete 
was  necessary  to  construct  the  platform. 

The  gun  and  carriage  had  been  mounted  on  June  15, 1898. 

By  telegram  of  April  16,  1898,  three  additional  platforms  for  the 
same  armament  were  authorized,  and  on  April  28, 1898,  (6,000  was. 
allotted  for  the  work  of  construction. 

Before  the  foundations  for  the  platforms  could  be  laid  the  removal 
of  five  old  platforms  and  the  excavation  of  180  cubic  yards  of  material 
was  necessary.  * 

After  the  erection  of  required  sheathing  255  cubic  yards  of  concrete 
was  placed  for  the  platforms,  or  an  average  of  85  cubic  yards  for  each. 

By  June  16, 1898,  the  guns  and  carriages  had  been  mounted  on  the 
platibrm  located  in  Bastion  No.  2  and  on  one  of  the  other  platforms  on 
front  3.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  carriage  for  the  fourth  gun 
was  in  position. 
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Money  statement 

JnneSO,  1898,  amonnt  allotted  daring  fiscal  year $8,000.00 

June  30^  1898,  amount  expended  dnnng  fiscal  year 3, 065. 83 

July  1, 1898,  balance anen>ended.... 4,934.17 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 7.50 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 4,926.67 

AlloifMnU, 

Act  March  9, 1898,  allotment  of  April  4, 1898 $2, 000. 00 

Act  March  9, 1898,  aUotment  of  April  28, 1898 6, 000. 00 

Total 8,000.00 

Reinforcing  water-battery  magazines. — ^These  magazines  are  located 
6ne  at  each  end  of  the  water  battery  and  serve  all  the  guns  therein. 
They  were  unprotected  on  the  channel  front,  except  by  their  masonry 
walls,  and  were  consequently  liable  to  damage  during  an  attack. 

The  work  done  in  giving  the  additional  protection  was  the  placing  of 
263  cubic  yards  of  sand  in  front  of  them,  building  a  retaining  wall  of 
old  concrete,  and  in  addition  constructing  cribs  at  each  and  filling 
same  with  250  bags  of  sand. 

It  is  intended  to  cover  the  sand  protection  with  clay,  soil,  and  sod, 
which  will  require  about  30  cubic  yards  each  of  clay  and  soil  and  200 
square  feet  of  sod. 

Money  statement. 

June  30, 1898,  amount  allotted  during  fiscal  year $300.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 143.44 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 156.66 

AlloimeuU 
Act  March  9, 1898,  allotment  of  April  28, 1898 $300.00 

Torpedo  defense^  Hampton  Boads^  Virginia, — Prior  to  the  receipt  of 
telegraphic  instructions,  on  April  22, 1898,  to  plant  mines,  all  the  cable 
required  for  one  grand  group  had  been  run  out  from  the  casemate  and 
laid  in  Hampton  Eoads,  but  this  bad  become  so  entangled  that  only 
eight  mines  could  be  properly  spaced  in  the  leads  when  instructions 
were  received.    The  first  mines  were  planted  on  Sunday,  April  24, 1898. 

The  depth  of  water,  varying  direction  of  the  tidal  flow  on  the  surface 
and  at  the  bottom,  and  weather  conditions  rendered  the  planting  of  the 
mines  by  the  method  prescribed  in  the  Torpedo  Manual  impossible,  and 
the  mines  were  planted  with  single  leads,  in  single  or  double  skirmish 
lines,  for  automatic  action.  The  number  of  mines  on  each  line  varied 
from  6  to  15. 

In  all  108  mines  have  been  planted.  Two  groups  of  three  mines  each, 
for  judgment  firing,  were  planted  in  the  open  channel  32  feet  below  the 
surface  of  the  water. 

The  regulations  for  the  navigation  of  the  mined  field  ^ere  promul- 
gated on  April  24, 1898,  in  accordance  with  instructions,  and  on  April 
27, 1898,  were  modified  to  permit  navigation  between  the  hours  of  4  a. 
m.  and  o  p.  m. 

Bepairs  to  the  mine  field  have  been  a  daily  necessity*  due  to  natural 
causes  in  some  instances,  but  in  most  part  due  to  tne  carelessness 
and  indifference  of  masters  of  vessels  passing  through  the  field.  The 
greatest  source  of  trouble  came  from  broken  mine  leads  and  from  leaks, 
the  latter  probably  due  to  the  chafing  of  the  insulation  from  the  cable 
by  contact  with  the  mooring  rope,  on  account  of  the  rotary  motioB  given 
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the  mine  by  the  tidal  current  and  by  being  moved  about  by  high  seas 
and  swells  from  passing  steamers.  The  broken  leads  occurr^  from 
contact  with  boat  propellers,  and  in  one  instance  a  mine  was  sunk,  the 
casing  being  cut  to  such  an  extent  that  the  entire  charge  of  dynamite 
had  run  out  when  the  mine  was  recovered. 

Fishing  skiffs,  in  pairs,  lashed  together  by  stanchions  at  each  end, 
were  used  in  planting  the  mines.  In  planting  the  doable  boat  was 
anchored,  a  sounding  taken  and  the  anchor  suspended  from  one  of  .the 
crosspieces,  the  mooring  rope  shackled  to  the  mine,  which  was  then 
dropped  overboard  and  put  in  position  by  cutting  the  rope  suspending 
the  anchor.  In  favorable  weather  six  to  eight  mines  were  planted 
daring  each  tide  by  this  method. 

In  the  casemate  near  Redoubt  A  electric  batteries  for  firing,  testing, 
and  signaling,  and  transformer  and  oil  engine  for  charging  the  storage 
batteries,  were  set  up. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  foundation  had  been  laid  for  the 
25-horsepower  oil  engine  to  be  used  in  operating  a  36-inch  projector 
and  the  engine  set  up. 

Surplus  cable  has  been  stored  in  the  tank  constructed  for  the  pur- 
pose.   The  ends  of  this  cable  were  insulated  before  being  stored. 

Three  tugboats  have  been  constantly  on  duty  patrolling  the  mine 
field  and  planting  mines  since  April  24, 1898. 

Money  statement 

June  30, 1898,  amonnt  allotted  daring  fiscal  year $27,000.00 

June  30;  1898, amonnt  expended  daring  fiBcal  year 9,329.24 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 17,670.76 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 15,802.06 

July  1. 1898,  balance  available 1,868.70 

Allotments. 

National  Defense,  act  Marcb  9, 1898 : 

Allotment  of  March  18, 1898 $1,000.00 

Allotmentof  April  4,1898 6,000.00 

Allotment  of  April  28, 1898 10,000.00 

Torpedoes  for  Harbor  Defense,  January  1, 1899: 

Act  May  4, 1898,  allotment  of  June  11, 1898 10,000.00 

Total 27,000.00 


4  J. 

DEFENSES  OF  THE  COAST  OF  NOETH  CABOLINA, 

OflBcer  in  charge,  Oapt.  William  E.  Craighill,  Corps  of  Engineers; 
assistants,  Lieut.  Edgar  Jadwin,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  October  12, 
1897,  and  Lient.  John  C.  Oakes,  Corps  of  Engineer^  since  September 
30, 1897.  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  Peter  C.  Hains,  U.  8.  Volan- 
teers,  Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

Defense  at  the  entrance  to  Beaufort  Harbor, — After  the  commencement 
of  the  war  with  Spain  the  carriages  of  two  lOO-ponnder  Parrott  rifles 
were  pnt  in  fairly  good  order,  and  one  of  the  gnns  was  mov^  to  a 
new  and  more  advantageons  position.  Two  10-inch  S.  B.  mortars  were 
mounted  on  the  covered  way  and  a  magazine  arranged  for  them.  Two 
platforms  for  the  same  mortars  were  also  arranged  on  the  parade  of 
the  fort.  Splinter-proof  traverses  were  built  for  the  protection  of  Hie 
guns  and  mortars. 
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Money  statement 

NATIONAL  DEFBNSBy  ACT  MARCH  9,   1898. 

Amonnt  allotted $3,000.00 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fisca]  year 2, 464. 65 

July  1, 1898,  balanoe  nnezpended 535.45 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 318.80 

Jnlyl,  1898,  balance  available 216.65 

Fa^'i  at  Southpartj  near  tlie  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River. — This  cousists 
of  a  small  reservation  with  one  sabstantial  brick  boilding  on  it.  !N^otb- 
ing  has  been  done  to  this  fort  except  some  small  repairs  to  the  build* 
ing,  which  is  used  for  various  purx>oses  of  the  Engineer  Department. 

Summons  in  case  of  suits  for  possession  of  the  reservation  were 
served  on*  the  officer  in  charge  by  parties  claiming  to  have  acquired 
rights  to  the  property.  Copies  were  forwarded  to  the  Office  of  the  Chief 
of  Engineers  May  31, 1898,  and  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  United 
States  district  attorney. 

Money  statement, 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $226.00 

June  30, 1^,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 226.00 

Defense  at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River. — l^ear  the  foot  of  the  glacis 
the  battery  for  four  8-inch  rifles  on  disappearing  carriages,  model  1894, 
was,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  in  progress  under  contract 
with  John  L.  Grim,'of  Philadelphia,  for  three  emplacements.  The  con- 
tract time  expired  on  December  1,  but  was  extended  until  December  31. 

The  guns  and  carriages  for  three  emplacements  were  mounted  by 
hired  labor  in  January  and  February,  and  the  three  emplacements 
turned  over  to  the  artillery  garrison  in  March. 

The  fourth  emplacement  for  one  8-inch  B.  L.  rifle  on  disappearing 
carriage,  model  1896,  was  built  under  the  appropriation  for  <^  National 
Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898,  and  was  completed,  except  some  of  the 
smaller  details.  The  armament  was  received  and  mounted  during 
the  progress  of  the  work.  This  emplacement  is  on  the  right  of  the 
three  previously  built.  Between  it  and  the  older  work  a  platform  and 
magazine  for  a  5-inch  rapid-fire  gun  on  balance-piUar  mounting  was 
arranged  for. 

The  masonry  and  part  of  the  san^  parapet  of  an  emplacement  for  a 
4.72-inch  rapid-fire  gun  on  a  pedestal  mount  was  built  on  the  parapet 
of  the  old  fort  under  appropriation  for  <<  National  Defense.'^  One  of  the 
bomb-proof  rooms  of  the  fort  was  strengthened  and  arranged  for  a 
magazine. 

This  emplacement  is  adjacent  to  the  battery  for  two  12-inch  guns 
under  construction  and  will  be  completed  in  connection  with  that 
battery. 

A  battery  for  two  12-inch  rifles  on  barbette  nondisappearing  car- 
riages was  commenced  under  the  appropriation  for  <' National  Defense," 
in  May. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  platforms  had  been  completed,  necessary 
plant  installed,  the  excavation  for  the  masonry  completed,  and  the 
masonry  advanced  to  about  the  level  of  the  tops  of  the  magazines. 

Plans  were  prepared  and  submitted  for  approval  for  a  battery  of 
eight  12-inch  B.  L.  mortars,  but  work  had  not  commenced  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 
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Money  statements. 

GUH  A3XD  MOBTAB  BATTERIES— XBfl^LACEMENTS.      (OONTBACT.) 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $106,693.45 

Amount  tranaferred  to  ''Saperintendenoe'^  account 3,000.00 

103,693.45 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 101,653.06 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unen>ended 2,040.39 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities .38 

July  1,1898,  balance  available 2,040.01 

Superintendence, 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $3,987.57 

November,  1897,  transferred  from  contract  account 8,000.00 

6,987.57 
June  30, 1898.  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 6, 323.19 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unenended 664.38 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  fiabiUties 2.33 

July  1, 1898, balance  available 663.05 

Mounting  ihree  S-inek  gune  and  earriagea. 

July  1^1897,  amount  aUotted..... $3,000.00 

June  30, 1898, amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2,962.26 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 37.74 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 2.50 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 85.24 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE,  ACT  OF  BSABCH  9,  1898. 

One  8-in6h  gun  emplacement. 

Amount  allotted $40,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 39,973.69 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 26.31 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 1,697.10 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available •—1,670.79 

Mounting  B,  F,  gune. 

Amount  allotted $3,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 2;  662. 38 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 347.62 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 2,012.80 

July  1, 1898;  balance  available t — ^1,665.18 

2\(H>  Ig-inoh  gun  emplacements. 

Amount  allotted $90,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 60,818.96 

July  1, 1898»  balance  unexpended 29,181.04 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 36,667.77 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available % — ^7,376.73 

Submarine  mines. — ^The  torpedo  casemate  was  fitted  up  for  service, 
the  operating  apparatus  received  and  set  up,  a  chart  of  the  harbor  on 

*  Covered  by  an  indebtedness  due  from  one  B.  F.  gun  emplacement. 

-t  Covered  by  amount  allotted  since  close  of  fiscal  year. 

X  Covered  by  additional  allotment  subsequent  to  June  30,  1898. 
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zinc  prepared,  base-end  stations  for  judgment  firing  arranged  and  con- 
nected by  telephone  with  the  casemate,  and  a  grand  group  of  torpedoes 
received,  loaded,  and  planted  in  the  channel. 

The  sand  covering  of  the  casemate  had  been  blown  away  by  the  wind 
to  a  considerable  extent.  This  was  restored  and  covered  with  sod  from 
the  marsh  as  a  protection. 

The  entrance  to  the  casemate  was  indirectly  exx>osed  to  fire  through 
open  rooms  and  passages  of  the  old  works.  Sand  was  placed  against 
the  exposed  ends  of  these. 

Money  statements. 

TORPEDOBS  FOR  HARBOR  DEFENSB. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $360.00 

Marchl,  1898,  amount  allotted... 150.00 

500.00 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  flsoal  year -, 238.68 

July  ly  1898,  balance  unexpended 263.82 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  llabUities 21.44 

July  1, 1888,  balance  available 241.88 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE,  ACT  OF  MARCH  9,  1898. 

Amount  allotted z $10,460.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year , 8,032<65 

July  1|  1898,  balance  unexpended 2,417.45 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding UabUities 1,991.32 

July  1, 1898,  balance  ayailable 426.13 

bepost  of  libut.  john  0.  oakes,  corps  of.  enainbbbs. 

United  States  Engineeb  Offioe, 

Fort  Caswellj  N.  0.,  July  6, 1898. 

OaptaiN:  I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  the  following  report  of  opera- 
tions at  the  month  of  Oape  Fear  Biver,  North  Carolina^  for  the  year 
ending  Jnne  30^  1898. 
These  operations  include  the  following  emplacements: 
1.  The  completion  of  three  8'inch  B.  L.  rifles. — ^This  work  was  begun 
last  year  under  contract  and  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  (fiscal)  one 
emplacement  was  partially  completed,  2,286.5  cubic  yards  of  concrete 
being  in  place,  or  about  one-half  of  total  amount  for  that  emplacement. 
The  contract  expired  December  1, 1897 ;  was  extended  one  month.  For 
plant  and  methods  see  report  of  Lieut.  Edgar  Jadwin,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, from  this  office,  dated  Wilmington,  N.  0.',  Jnne  30,  1897.  In 
connection  with  this  contract  a  shell  road  was  built  from  the  dock 
to  battery,  about  one-half  mile  in  length,  at  the  following  cost  to  the 
Goyernment: 

Embankment:  3,682.9  onbio  yards  at  27  oente  and  798.61  cubic  yards  at  13 

cents $1,098.20 

Torfinff,  2,964.5  square  yards  at  19 cents 563.26 

Shells,  7,878.75  bushels  at  4  cents 315.13 

Total • 1,976.60 

The  sand  parapet  and  ground  behind  battery  were  turfed— 4,852.7  square 

yards,  at  24  cents ,.    1,164.65 

Nine  cisterns  were  built ;  capacity.  49,500  gallons ;  cost,  $65  each .'.        585. 00 

An  electric  light  plant  was  installed : 

Material  cost : $2,313.62 

Labor 126.84 
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Upon  completion  of  this  work  the  plant  was  removed  and  stored^  and 
the  battery  made  ready  to  be  turned  over  to  the  artillery. 

2.  Oompletion  of  the  fourth  emplacement  for  an  S-ineh  B.  L,  rifle. — On 
March  18  an  order  was  received  at  this  office  to  begin  work  on  a  fonrth 
emplacement  for  8-inch  B.  L.  rifle  and  to  begin  mixing  concrete  for 
platform  by  hand.  Work  was  begun  immediately  both  on  plant  and 
platform,  and  work  continued  day  and  night  until  completed.  On 
March  25  the  platform  was  finished.  Began  mixing  concrete  in  mixer 
on  March  29,  and  finished  battery,  with  exception  of  trolleys,  railings, 
and  steps,  May  12, 1898. 

3.  The  coTistrtiction  of  two  emplacements^  one  for  4,7'inch  B.  F,  gun 
and  one  for  5-inch  B.  F.  gun. — T?he  5-inch  E.  F.  emplacement  waa  incor- 
porated in  the  fourth  emplacement  for  8-inch  B.  L.  rifle,  and  was  com- 
pleted when  that  emplacement  was  completed. 

The  4.7-inch  B.  F.  emplacement  was  built  on  the  parapet  of  the  old 
fort  and  the  concrete  mixed  by  hand.  For  a  magazine  for  this  emplace- 
ment one  of  the  casemates  of  the  old  fort  was  utilized,  building  the 
emplacement  over  it.  The  guns  for  these  two  emplacements  have  not 
yet  been  received.  The  excavation  for  this  emplacement  was  begun 
April  8,  stopped  April  12,  begun  19th,  finished,  and  concrete  begun  on 
21st,  and  concrete  finished  April  28, 1898. 

4.  Partial  construction  of  two  emplacements  for  12-inch  B.  L.  rifles^ 
mounted  "ew  harhette?^ — Before  the  work  on  the  fourth  8- inch  emplace- 
ment was  completed  orders  had  been  received  to  construct  two  emplace- 
ments for  12-inch  B.  L.  rifles  to  be  mounted  en  barbette,  platforms  to 
be  built  by  hand  and  immediately  on  receipt  of  order.  Work  on  first 
platform  was  begun  May  11, 1898,  finished  May  19;  second  platform 
begun  May  23,  completed  May  27, 1898. 

Upon  completion  of  fourth  emplacement  the  plant  was  moved  directly 
to  the  old  fort  and  installed  as  rapidly  as  place  could  be  made  by  cut- 
ting down  the  parapet  and  filling  ditch.  The  new  emplacements  extend 
across  the  old  fort  and  both  parapets  had  to  be  cut  down. 

Excavation  was  performed  by  barrows,  dump  cars,  skips,  and  orange- 
peel  bucket  swung  with  derricks.  This  was  begun  May  23  and  fin- 
ished June  24.  Plant  was  completed  and  concrete  mixed  June  8, 1898. 
Up  to  and  including  June  30, 1898,  4,070  cubic  yards  of  concrete  and 
4()0  cubic  yards  of  large  stone  had  been  put  in  place.  Maximum  amount 
of  concrete  placed  in  twenty-four  hours,  352  cubic  yards.  It  is  estimated 
that  concrete  work  on  this  battery  will  be  completed  on  or  before  July 
25, 1898. 

5.  Mounting  four  8-inch  B.L.  rifles, — Three  of  these  guns  were  mounted 
on  emplacements  that  were  finished,  and  the  fourth  was  mounted  while 
the  emplacement  was  being  built.  The  three  were  slid  on  skids  from 
the  parapet  to  their  place  above  the  trunnion  beds  and  then  lowered 
inte  position.  The  fourth  was  jacked  up  from  the  loading  platform  and 
slid  into  position  and  lowered  as  before.  All  of  the  carriages  were 
landed  on  the  loading  platforms.  The  guns  arrived  before  the  work 
was  finished,  and  were  placed  on  parapet.  Carriages  arrived  and  were 
landed  on  wharf  January  4  to  8, 1898,  inclusive.  Work  of  mounting 
first  gun  was  begun  January  10  and  completed  January  28.  Orders 
were  received  January  28  to  hasten  work  as  much  as  possible,  and 
work  on  second  gun  was  begun  immediately  and  finished  February  3, 
1898.  Work  on  third  gun  was  begun  January  29  and  finished  Febru- 
ary 5, 1898.  The  fourth  gun  was  mounted  as  soon  as  it  and  the  car- 
riage were  received  and  while  the  concrete  work  on  the  parapet  was 
being  carried  on. 
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Mounting  was  begun  April  18  and  completed  April  25, 1898. 
The  two  E.  F.  guns  and  two  12-inch  B.  L.  rifles  have  not  yet  been 
received,  although  the  platforms  are  ready  for  them. 

6.  Torpedo)  work, — One  grand  group  of  buoyant  torpedoes  has  been 
received  and  put  in  position  for  protection  of  harbor.  The  material 
was  stored  and  apparatus  arranged  in  casemate  with  telephonic  con- 
nection to  the  base  end  stations. 

7.  Miscellaneous. — In  connection  with  the  above-described  operations, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  them,  a  telegraph  line  was  run  from 
the  engineer  office  to  Southport  and  connecting  with  line  to  Wilming- 
ton, N.  C.  Telephones  have  been  installed  at  different  points,  thereby 
facilitating  the  work  greatly.  A  sand  fence  was  constructed  to  build 
up  the  breach  between  the  old  fort  and  the  8-inch  battery,  and  has  been 
partially  successful.  The  expected  arrival  of  the  two  12-inch  guns 
made  necessary  the  construction  of  a  more  substantial  dock  than  that 
now  in  use  for  landing  materials.  The  dock  was  begun  June  4  and 
will  probably  be  completed  by  July  20, 1898. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant-, 

John  0.  Oakes, 
Second  Lieut^  Corps  of  Engineers^  U.  8,  A. 

Capt.  W.  E.  Ceaighill, 

Corps  of  Engineers^  U,  8.  A, 


4  K. 

DEFENSES  OF  THE  COAST  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Officers  in  charge,  Maj.  Frederic  Y.  Abbot,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until 
September  15, 1897;  Lieut.  Edwin  B.  Stuart,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from 
September  15  to  October  9, 1897;  and  Maj.  Ernest  H.  Buffner,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  from  October  9, 1897 ;  assistants,  Lieut.  Edwin  B.  Stuart, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  until  September  15, 1897,  and  from  October  9  to 
November  10. 1897;  Lieut.  Harley  B.  Ferguson,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
from  September  30,  1897,  to  April  11,  1898:  Lieut.  Charles  Keller, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  from  April  11, 1898;  and  Lieut.  Edward  H.  Schulz, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  from  May  20, 1898.  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen. 
Peter  C.  Hains,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

BEFENSBS  OF  CHARLESTON,  SOtJTH  OABOLINA. 

Mortar  battery. — For  history  prior  to  June  30, 1896,  see  page  608; 
for  description  of  well-point  method  of  controlling  water  in  foundation 
excavations,  see  pages  509  to 512;  for  costs  to  that  date,  seepage  512; 
and  for  description  land  history  of  quarry,  page  513,  Annual  Beport  of 
the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1896. 

WORK  OF  PAST  YEAB. 

The  concrete  ramps  in  the  pits  were  finished,  their  surface  having 
a  granolithic  covering  3  inches  thick.  All  the  floors  were  put  in.  The 
doors  for  the  two  magazines,  one  door  for  the  entrance  of  the  dynamo 
room,  one  door  for  the  latrine,  were'built.  One  light  panel  door  was 
built  for  the  entrance  of  the  long  passage  to  the  relocator  room,  and  a 
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gate  for  the  cross  passage.  From  November,  1897^  to  Aprils  1898,  no 
work  was  done  by  the  Engineer  Department,  as  settlement  still  con- 
tinned.  Work  was  resnm^  in  April.  The  mortars  were  releveled  and 
the  index  circles  were  set,  the  concrete  work  aronnd  them  being  com- 
pleted. The  ramp  in  the  rear  of  the  northeast  pit  was  also  finished,  the 
doors  hang,  and  all  work  completed  except  the  leveling  off  of  the  slopes. 
The  remaining  eight  mortars  were  received  and  mounted  by  the  artil- 
lery and  the  azimnth  pointers  set,  the  data  having  been  fiirnished  by 
the  engineers.  The  battery  is  now  ready  for  nse,  and  is  in  the  charge  of 
the  artillery. 

The  experimental  planting  of  the  slopes  with  grass  and  oats  did  not 
prove  snccessfdl,  and  nothing  has  been  done  looking  to  holding  the  mad 
covering.  This  may  be  gradaally  smoothed  down  with  the  passage  of 
time,  and  it  is  not  impossible  that  spontaneous  growth  of  grass  may 
spring  np  on  it. 

Settlement  has  not  entirely  ceased.  From  Jaly  1, 1897,  to  Jane  18, 
1898,  there  was  settlement  to  the  amount  of  0.21  of  a  foot  at  the  soutii 
end  of  the  main  passage,  0.24  at  the  north  end,  and  0.26  at  the  middle. 
From  February  28  to  June  18  there  was  0.05  at  the  south  end,  0.05  at 
the  north  end,  and  0.07  at  the  middle.  The  total  settlement  ftom  the 
beginning  is  1.58  feet  at  the  south  end,  1.4:3  feet  at  the  north  end,  and 
1.40  feet  in  the  middle. 

The  cable  tank  located  at  the  site  of  this  battery  was  completed,  and 
is  ready  for  use. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance nnezpended $5,S77.09 

Septembers,  1897,  amount  aUotted... 7,000.00 

12,877.09 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 8,766.61 

• 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 4,120.48 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding liabiUtieB 50.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 4,070.48 

AmaunU  and  daU»  of  nil  alloimentB  made  for  ikU  battery. 


Date  of  act. 


Haroh  2, 1895. 
Jane  6, 1896 . . 

Do 

Do 

Do 


Total. 


Date  of 
aUotmeot. 


Feb.  14,1896 
Aug.  11, 1896 
Got.  5,1896 
Deo.  16,1806 
Sept  9,1897 


Amountb 


$00,600 

50,000 

60,000 

12,000 

7,000 


179,000 


Ten-inch  battery. — ^Work  under  the  continuing  contract  of  Jacob 
Friday  &  Sons  for  three  emplacements  at  this  battery  was  continued, 
and  finally  closed  October  18, 1897*  There  was  considerable  delay  in 
completing  the  lifts  and  cranes.  Work  on  these  extended  into  Decem- 
ber, but  as  Messrs.  Jacob  Friday  &  Sons  were  not  responsible  for  the 
delay,  their  contract  was  closed  at  the  time  stated.  On  August  10, 
1897,  bids  were  called  for  to  complete  the  battery,  the  necessary 
authority  having  been  obtained  firom  the  Department.  These  bids  were 
opened  on  September  9  and  the  contract  awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder, 
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Messrs.  Sanford,  Brooks  &  Bonsai,  of  Baltimore,  Md.  The  constructive 
oommencement  of  work  under  tms  contract  was  on  November  2,  from 
which  time  the  rent  of  plant  was  charged.  Actual  work  began  Decem- 
ber 9  on  the  sea  wall,  and  the  contract  was  completed,  constructively, 
on  March  23,  1898.  At  that  time  it  was  necessary  for  the  United 
States  to  use  its  plant  under  the  appropriation  for  ^'National  Defense." 
A  few  minor  x>ortion8  of  the  work  remained  to  be  done,  and  these  were 
completed  in  April. 

The  work  on  the  artesian  well  was  prosecuted  under  some  difficulties 
by  Mr.  E.  F.  Joyce,  the  contractor,  and  the  well  finally  completed  to  the 
depth  required  by  the  contract  on  May  8, 1898.  A  depth  of  1,308  feet 
was  obtained.  There  is  a  flow  of  water  at  the  top  of  the  'pipe  of  from 
two  to  three  gallons  per  minute,  and  although  the  well  is  a  disappoint- 
ment as  to  the  quantity  and  qufdity  of  wate'r  delivered,  it  forms  a  valu- 
able addition  to  the  water  supply. 

During  the  fiscal  year  all  of  the  guns  and  carriages  fot  the  battery 
were  received,  and  have  all  been  mounted  by  the  artillery.  The  battery 
is  complete,  except  the  electric-lighting  plant,  not  provided  for  in  the 
original  plans.  Steps  have  been  taken  to  build  two  cisterns  for  the 
water  supply  of  this  battery. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balanoe  nnezpended $94,028.77 

August  26, 1897,  amoniit  ftllotted 10,000.00 

104,028.77 
June  30, 1898,  amomit  expended  durmg  fiscal  year 104,028.77 

AmounU  and  dates  of  all  aUottMaU  made  for  iki$  batterff. 


Date  of  act. 


Jime  0)1896.. 

Do 

Ii:ueh8,1897. 

Do 

Do 


Total. 


Date  of 
allotment. 


Aug.  81, 1896 
Deo.  1,1886 
Mar.  86, 1887 
A.iig.86,1897 
Koy.16,1887 


Amoanl 


8600 

8,500 

150,000 

10,000 

65.000 


285,000 


Bemarks. 


Plans  and  drawings. 
Saperviaion. 
Contract  payments. 

Do. 
Contract  payments  and  saperrisioo. 


LiaiB  of  contraots  in  force. 


Contract  for— 


Constmcting  three  emplace- 
ments for  10-inch  battery. 

Coostmotlng  one  emplaoe* 
ment  for  10-inoh  battery. 

Boring  artesian  well 


Ksme  of  oontraotor. 


Jaeob  Friday  &  Sons 

Sanford,  Brooks  &  Bonsai 
B.F.  Joyce 


Date  of 
approval. 


Jan.  21,1887 
Oct.  21.1887 
Deo.  26,1806 


Date  of 
beginning. 


]!^b.  1,1887 
Nov.  2.1887 
Jan.  14.1887 


Date  of 
completion. 


Dec.  1,1887 
Mar.  23,1886 
May     8,1888 
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JMract  of  proposals  received  in  response  to  advertisement  dated  August  10, 1897,  and 
opened  September  9,  1897,  for  furnishing  maieriale  and  eonstruoUng  a  gun  emplaeo' 
ment. 


Large  stone per  ton 

Broken  stone do. . 

PonPonffravel per  cubic  yard 

Sandin  buis do.. 

American  Portiand  cement per  barrel 

American  natural  cement do.., 

Anchor  bolts  (1) each 

Steel  I-beams per  ton 

Corrugated  iron .p«r  pound 

Dndn  cover per  linear  foot 

Iron  stairways  4  feet  wide. per  step 

Iron  stairways  4^  feet  wide do.. 

Iron  stairways  6  feet  wide do.. 

Caai-iraii  colomnA  (6) for  lot 

Iron  landing for  job 

Small  doura  and  hinges I each 

Large  door  and  hinges do.. 

Brass  pipe per  pound 

Trolley  system for  Job 

Ammunition  hoist  and  cranen for  lot 

Concrete  mixing per  cubic  yard 

Setting  base  ring .per  ring 

Sand  embankment per  cubic  yard 

Excavation do.. 

Fertile  earth do.. 

Total  amount  of  bid 


Simons  & 

Jacob  Fri- 

Sanford, 

Brooks  & 

Bonsai. 

S.F.  Leon- 

Mayrant. 

day  &  Sons. 

ard. 

•2.50 

$2.26 

12.26 

$2.45 

2.76 

2.50 

2.30 

2.04 

1.90 

1.05 

L25 

L20 

.26 

.40 

.26 

.97 

2.40 

2.85 

2.20 

L99 

L40 

1.05 

LOO 

.86 

100.00 

76.00 

100.00 

116.66 

68.00 

62.00 

45.00 

57.76 

.06 
.80 

.031 
.75 

.04 
.55 

■.t^ 

12.00 

12.00 

10.50 

4.20 

12,75 

13.00 

11.00 

4.«8 

16.00 

15.00 

13.50 

6.80 

125.00 

90.00 

125.00 

280.41 

40.00 

40.00 

75.00 

10.00 

63.00 

56.00 

50.00 

27.82 

70.00 

80.00 

66.00 

38.10 

.22 

.20 

.50 

•40^ 

300.00 

240.00 

15a  00 

833.24 

1,600.00 

i,6oaoo 

1,700.00 

935.00 

1.62 

1.60 

1.40 

1.56 

300.00 

200.00 

150.00 

80.00 

.18 

.26 

.25 

.00 

.18 

.25 

.25 

.40 

1.00 

1.00 

.76 

1.76 

78,705.60 

70,908.50 

06,012.80 

78.19flw78 

On  May  17  an  allotment  for  the  constraction  of  two  cisterns  was 
made.    The  cisterns  to  be  constructed  will  contain  30,000  gallons  each. 
At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  no  work  had  been  done. 

Money  statement 

May  17, 1898,  amount  aUotted $1,610 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,610 

Amount  and  date  of  all  allotments  for  this  purpose. 


Date  of  act. 

Date  of  allot- 
ment. 

Amount. 

March  3. 1897 

May  17,1808 

$1,610.00 

Twelve  inch  battery. — On  March  17, 1898,  telegraphic  instmctions  were 
received'  from  the  Chief  of  Bugineers  to  begin  work  on  one  emplace- 
ment for  a  12-inch  disappearing  rifle  on  United  States  disappearing 
carriage  model  of  1896.  The  gnn  platform  was  ordered  completed  as 
early  as  practicable.  Orders  for  material  were  given  out  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  some  of  the  plant  was  moved  to  the  site  from  another 
work.  Bins  were  bnilt  and  cement  shed  and  mixer  frame  erected. 
Concrete  work  actually  began  on  May  3.  The  anchor  bolts  were  set 
with  a  templet,  as  the  base  rings  could  not  be  obtained.  The  api>er 
portions  of  these  anchor  bolts  were  surrounded  with  iron  pipe  some- 
what larger  than  the  bolt,  in  order  to  admit  of  a  little  springing  if  the 
base  ring  does  not  fit  exactly.  On  May  14  the  platform  was  ready  for 
the  base  ring.  This  is  the  northern  of  the  two  12-inch  emplacements 
designed  for  the  battery.  By  the  Department  letter,  dated  April  25, 
1898,  the  immediate  construction  of  another  emplacement  was  ordered. 
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This  is  to  be  prepared  for  a  barbette  carriage,  the  plans  of  the  disap- 
I>eariDg  gun  being  modified  to  suit  the  change.  It  constitutes  the 
soathern  emplacement.  At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  the  gun  platform 
had  not  been  finished,  but  had  reached  the  level  of  the  bottom  of  the 
anchor  bolts.  These  platforms  were  built  of  Portland  cement  concrete, 
while  the  balance  of  the  battery  is  built  of  American  natural  cement. 

The  foundations  of  the  north  emplacement  were  finished  and  most 
of  the  walls  and  parapet  raised  to  the  level  of  the  roof.  The  southern 
emplacement  is  well  advanced.  The  natural  ground  under  a  portion  of 
this  last  was  low  and  has  been  brought  up  to  reference  10  (10  feet* above 
mean  low  water)  with  sand  and  pieces  of  concrete  from  an  old  magazine 
which  had  to  be  removed.  No  guns  or  carriages  have  yet  been  received 
for  this  battery.  About  2,500  cubic  yards  of  natural  cement  concrete 
have  been  put  in  place,  and  400  cubic  yards  of  Portland.  The  concrete 
work  is  about  0.3  finished.  Arrangements  for  the  purchase  of  all-steel 
I-beams,  oorrugated  metal,  ammunition  hoists,  and  trolley  systems  were 
made,  and  a  portion  of  the  material  delivered.  The  doors  and  cranes 
have  not  yet  been  provided  for.  This  work  is  being  carried  on  under 
many  difficulties.  The  workmen  must  live  on  the  island,  and  are  car- 
ried to  and  from  the  fort  daily.  The  wharf  where  material  is  unloaded 
is  exposed,  and  often  there  is  a  considerable  sea  running,  making 
unloading  difficult.  The  site  is  so  contracted  that  it  is  difficult  to  store 
material  where  it  will  not  interfere  with  the  work  of  construction.  The 
Oovemment  plant  and  that  purchased  from  the  contractors,  Sanford, 
Brooks  &  Bonsai,  were  both  run  down  when  work  began,  and  consider- 
able inconvenience  and  some  loss  are  thereby  entailed.  Building  sand 
for  concrete  is  being  supplied  from  a  fresh- water  river  by  small  ves- 
sels because  beach  sand  is  not  readily  obtainable.  The  irregularity 
of  the  arrival  of  these  vessels  interferes  somewhat  with  the  work  of 
construction. 

These  operation  s  were  carried  on  under  the  appropriation  for  <<  Nation al 
Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898. 

Money  statements. 

SMPLACEMKNT  FOR  DISAPPEARING  OUN. 

March  18, 18d8,  amount  allotted $25,000.00 

June  11, 1898,  amount  allotted 25,000.00 

$60, 000. 00 

June  90, 1896,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 29, 166. 77 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 20,833.23 

Joly  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 10,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 10,833.23 

BMPLACSMENT  FOR  NONDISAPPXARIKO  GUN. 

April  25, 1898,  amount  aUotted $20,000.00 

June  11, 1898,  amount  allotted 20,000.00 

$40,000.00 

June  90, 1888,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5,390.00 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 34,610.00 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 10,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available . ....; 24,610.00 
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AmaunU  and  dates  of  all  allotmenUfar  ihU  baUerff, 


Date  of  act. 


March  0,1806. 

Do 

Do 

Do 


Total. 


Date  of  allot- 
ment. 


Mar.  18, 1808 
A.pr.  2S,  1898 
June  11, 1808 
do 


Axnonnl 


$25,000 
20,000 
20.000 
25,000 


00,000 


Bemarks. 


Emplacement  disappearing  ^n. 
Emplacement  nonaieappeanng  gun. 

Do. 
Emplacement  disappearing  gun. 


Li9t  of  coniracU  in  force. 


Contract  for— 

Xame  of  contractor. 

Date  of  ap- 
provaL 

Date  of  be> 
ginning. 

Dat«  of  com- 
pletion. 

Famishing   and   installing 
ammnnltion  hoista  ana 
trolley  systems.* 

New  Jersey  Foundry  and 
Machine  Co. 

Jnly  13,1808 

Jnne  15. 1808 

July  20.1808 

Abitract  of  proposals  for  furnishing  and  installing  ammunition  hoist  and  trolley  systems 
received  in  response  to  advertisement  dated  May  21, 1898 ^  and  opened  May  SI,  1898,  hy 
Maj,  E.  H.  Buffner,  Corps  of  Engineers, 


Ammnnition  hoist 

Trolley  (first  design) . . . . 
Trolley  (second  design) , 
Trolley  (third  design)... 


Charleston 

Iron 

Works. 


$3,000 


"^FTun'^T^^^^* 
and  Ma- 

chine  Co. 


$1,050 
775 
850 
730 


Engineer- 
ing Co. 


$3,060 


4.7'inch  rapid-fire  guns. — By  letter  from  the  OflBce  of  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers dated  March  19, 1898,  instructions  were  given  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  monnting  two  4.7-inch  rapid-fire  gans  at  the  earliest  practi- 
cable date,  with  funds  allotted  from  the  appropriation  for  '^  National 
Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898. 

Preparations  were  started  at  once,  using  a  part  of  the  plant  which 
had  been  used  by  contractors  Sanford,  Brooks  &  Bonsai  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  fourth  emplacement  of  the  lOinch  battery,  and  which 
had  been  purchased  by  the  United  States. 

Oonsiderable  work  of  excavation  and  blasting  of  old  masonry  was 
necessary  for  these  emplacements.  Concrete  mixing  began  April  12. 
By  May  1  these  two  emplacements  were  completed  and' one  magazine 
between  them  was  finished,  except  the  roof.  On  June  30  all  of  this  work 
was  completed,  and  a  gallery  excavated.  The  walls  and  arch  of  this 
gallery  were  nearly  completed  on  that  date.  It  connects  the  rear  of  the 
rapid-fire  gun  emplacements  with  the  main  magazine,  which  is  thus 
.available  for  storage  and  for  service  of  these  guns. 

Money  BtatemenU 

April  6. 1898.  amount  allotted $6,000.00 

JUDO  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4, 420. 67 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 1,579.33 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 1, 500.00 

July  Ip  1898,  balance  ayailable 79.33 
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Dftte  of  act. 

Date  of 
allotment. 

Amonnt. 

MfkrChV.    1998      .,....,....., rr^...      tt .r .^rrr 

Apr.   6,1808 

nooo 

Six-inch  rapid-fire  guns. — Od  April  25, 1898,  instructions  were  received 
from  the  Ohief  of  Engineers  to  constract  one  emplacement  for  a  6- inch 
rapid-fire  gun,  and  an  allotment  of  $8,000  was  made  therefor  firom  the 
appropriation  for  '<  National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  no  work  had  been  done. 

Money  statement 

April25, 1898,  amonnt  allotted $8,000.00 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 8,000.00 

Amount  and  date  of  all  allotmenta  for  this  purpose. 


Date  of  act. 

Date  of 
allotmeiit. 

Amouot. 

Mazoha,  1898 .• 

Apr.  26,1808 

$8,000 

Preservation  and  repair  c/  fortifications. — On  June  14, 1897,  an  allot- 
ment was  made  from  the  appropriation  for  <' Preservation  and  Repair  of 
Fortifications "  to  be  applied  to  the  construction  of  gun  platforms  in 
emplacements  Nos.  5,  6,  7,  and  8  at  the  old  fort. 

Under  this  allotment  the  guns  and  carriages  mounted  upon  old  rotten 
wooden  platforms  at  emplacements  5,  6,  7,  and  8  have  been  removed. 
Concrete  emplacements  had  been  completed  at  Nos.  6  and  7,  and  two 
of  the  above-mentioned  guns  (151nch  smoothbore)  have  been  mounted 
on  these.  Emplacement  No.  8  was  nearly  completed.  The  work  of 
mounting  the  15-inch  guns  was  mainly  done  by  the  artillery. 

Money  statement. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  ba^pnce  unexpended :....    $1,800.00 

June  30, 18SKB,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 1,800.00 

Amount  and  date  of  allotment  for  this  work. 


Date  of  act. 

Date  of 
allotiuent. 

Amount. 

March  3. 1897 

Jnne  14, 1807 

$1,800 

DEFENSES  OF  PORT  BOYAl.^  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Bapidrfire  guns. — On  April  6, 1898,  instructions  were  received  from 
the  Chief  of  Engineers  to  construct  emplacements  for  two  4.7-inch 
rapid-fire  guns.  The  emplacements  are  about  400  feet  from  high-water 
marky  and  top  of  parapet  is  25  feet  above  mean  low  water.  Work  was 
done  by  hired  labor.  Crushed  stone  was  bought  in  Columbia,  S.  C, 
and  shipped  by  rail  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  thence  by  water  on  light- 
ers. The  lighters  were  beached  about  300  feet  from  high- water  mark, 
a  temporary  trestle  built,  and  the  stone  wheeled  by  barrows  to  the 
site.    Five  hundred  barrels  of  Bosendale  cement  were  brought  firom 


704        REPORT  OP  THE   CHIEF   OF  ENOINEERS,  U.  S.  ARMY. 

OharlestoD  by  water  and  handled  like  crushed  stone,  and  covered  by  a 
temporary  cement  shed.  A  well  was  dng  near  the  site  and  wat^r  was 
conveyed  by  a  trough  to  a  movable  tank  near  mixing  platforms.  Con- 
crete composed  of  1  part  Eosendale  cement,  2  parts  sand,  and  4J 
parts  crushed  stone  was  mixed  by  hand  on  platforms  built  around  the 
emplacements. 

The  first  concrete  was  mixed  April  28  and  continued,  with  many 
delays  from  lack  of  lumber  and  cement,  until  June  30.  The  two  gan 
blocks  are  complete.  The  central  magazine  is  finished,  and  flank  maga- 
zine bunt  to  roof  level.  The  guns  with  their  carriages  and  armor  were 
brought  down  on  lighters  from  Port  Eoyal,  landed  on  the  beach,  moved 
to  the  site,  and  mounted.  Guns  were  ready  for  action  June  24.  Total 
number  of  cubic  yards  of  concrete  placed  630,  using  718  barrels  Eosen- 
dale cement  and  16  barrels  of  Portland. 

The  work  was  done  under  the  appropriation  for  "National  Defense,'' 
act  of  March  9, 1898. 

Money  statement 

April  6. 1898,  arnouut  allotted $6,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amonut  expended  during  fiscal  year 5, 560. 91 

July  1|  1898,  balance  unexpended 449.09 

July  1,1898,  outstanding  liabilities 449.09 

Amount  and  date  of  all  aUotmetits  made  for  this  purpo9e. 


Date  of  act. 

Date  of 
allotment. 

Amoant 

March  9. 1898 

Apr.    8,1896 

$6,000 

Siege  battery. — On  April  11, 1898,  instructions  were  given  by  the  Chief 
of  Engineers  to  select  sites  for  a  temporary  battery  to  consist  of  one 
5inch  B.  L,  siege  gun  and  one  7-inch  B.  L.  siege  howitzer.  The  site 
selected  was  the  northwest  comer  of  the  reservation,  distant  about 
1,100  feet  from  rapid-fire  emplacements.  Parapet  was  to  have  a  top 
thickness  of  15  feet  of  sand  in  front  of  guns,  and  slope  of  2  to  1  from 
thenee  to  natural  surface  of  the  ground.  The  flank  protection  was 
practically  tfie  same.  The  magazines  were  composed  of  12  by  12  inch 
pine  bents,  bolted  together,  calked,  and  tarred.  Interior  dimensions 
of  magazines  were  7  feet  on  bottom,  5^  feet  on  top,  12  feet  long,  and  6^ 
feet  high. 

Work  started  on  this  battery  May  2,  and  was  completed  May  12.  The 
two  magazines  were  coated  with  tar  and  covered  with  6  feet  of  earth. 
One  5-inch  siege  gun  and  one  7-inch  howitzer  were  brought  from  Port 
Boyal  on  lighter,  and  everything  was  ready  for  mounting  them,  when 
orders  were  received  to  ship  them  to  Tampa,  Fla.  Since  that  time  two 
light  12  pounders  have  been  received,  and  mounted  on  wooden  plat- 
forms, so  as  to  fire  over  parapets.  One  of  the  magazines  is  used  as  a 
mining  casemate  and  the  other  for  storage  purposes. 

The  funds  were  allotted  firom  the  appropriation  for  <^  National  De- 
fense," act  of  March  9, 1898. 

Money  statement 

May  18,1898,  amonnt  allotted $2,000.00 

June  30,  1808,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 701. 6S 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1, 298. 37 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 1,298.37 


APPENDIX  4 — F0BTIFIGATI0N8.  705 

Date  and  atnauni  of  all  allotments  for  this  purpose. 


Dftte  of  act 

Date  of 
allotment. 

Amounti 

MjtfohV.  1896............ ,,,--,,,„_ 

May  18. 1898. 

t2.000 

Ten-inch  battery. — On  April  6, 1898,  iostructions  were  given  by  the 
Ohief  of  Engineers  to  obtain  authority  from  the  owner  of  the  property 
for  temporary  occupation  of  land  at  Port  Boyal  for  two  10-inch  guns  on 
disappearing  carriages.  The  land  has  since  been  purchased  and  paid 
for  by  the  United  States. 

This  battery  is  located  between  the  rapid-fire  and  the  siege  batteries, 
and  the  front  slope  at  the  nearest  point  is  150  feet  from  high- water 
mark.  Elevation  of  magazine  floors  is  13  feet  above  mean  low  water. 
Surface  of  ground  at  the  site  is  about  3  feet  above  bottom  of  concrete. 
Borings  near  the  site  show  sand,  shell,  and  thin  strata  of  mud  to  depth 
of  50  feet.  The  contracted  nature  of  the  site  necessitated  the  location 
of  the  battery  nearer  high- water  mark  than  was  deemed  advisable,  and 
will  probably  require  the  building  of  a  riprap  breakwater  to  prevent 
the  encroachment  of  the  sea.  An  informal  contract  was  made  with  Mr. 
B.  F.  Kramer  to  build  a  wharf  with  head  50  by  30  feet  and  a  pile  trestle 
approach  as  far  in  to  the  beach  as  was  deemed  necessary  to  join  with 
framed  trestle  work  erected  by  hired  labor.  Mr.  W.  B.  Bonsai,  under  an 
informal  agreement,  built  a  cement  shed  50  by  150  feet,  stone  and  sand 
bins  40  by  140  feet,  and  a  quarter  house  for  employees.  He  also  fur- 
nished crushed  and  large  stone  under  an  informal  agreement.  Stone  is 
brought  by  rail  from  Greenwood,  S.  0.,  to  Port  Eoyal,  where  it  is  loaded 
on  lighters  by  the  railroad  company.  Two  tu^s  hired  by  the  United 
States  tow  these  lighters  to  the  wharf,  where  a  derrick  capable  of 
handling  6  tons  transfers  it  to  rock  cars  on  the  wharf.  A  small  loco- 
motive owned  by  the  United  States  pulls  the  cars  to  the  foot  of  the 
incline  leading  to  the  bins,  and  a  hoisting  engine  mounted  on  top  of 
the  bins  pulls  them  up  to  the  dumping  place  with  a  wire  cable.  Hunt 
dump  cars  are  used  under  the  bins,  and  receive  the  charge  of  sand  and 
broken  stone  through  gates  in  the  bottom  operated  by  means  of  a  lever. 
These  cars  are  raised  by  an  elevator  (operated  by  the  mixing  engine)  to 
top  of  mixer,  where  the  charge  is  dumped  into  a  hopper  leading  to  a  4-foot 
cubical  concrete  mixer.  The  lower  portion  of  this  hopper  is  movable, 
and  swings  out  of  the  way  when  the  mixer  starts.  After  the  charge 
has  been  turned  at  least  sixteen  times,  it  is  dumped  into  an  iron  dump 
tub  seated  on  a  small  car  under  the  mixer.  The  charge  is  pulled  by 
mules  to  the  traveling  derrick  and  swung  by  it  to  any  place  desired 
within  a  radius  of  40  feet.  The  traveling  derrick  moves  on  a  track 
)ust  outside  of  the  casing  for  front  of  the  battery  and  parallel  to  the 
axis  of  battery.  Water  for  the  work  is  supplied  by  two  rows  of  well 
points  driven  10  feet  apart  under  the  bins  and  connected  with  a  Knowles 
duplex  pump,  which  forces  it  to  a  tank  about  30  feet  above  high-water 
mark.  This  plant  was  ready  for  work  on  June  30,  with  the  exception 
of  two  turntables  for  Hunt  track  and  one  steam  pump. 

While  work  of  establishing  plant  was  in  progress,  two  gun  blocks  for 
10-inch  rifles  were  completed  by  hand  mixing.  As  base  rings  were  not 
on  hand  a  templet  was  used,  constructed  according  to  drawings  of  baM 
rings. 

The  top  2  feet  of  anchor  bolts  were  encased  by  3-indh  pipe,  so  as  to 
allow  the  bolts  to  be  sprung  if  necessary.    Four  hundred  and  fif^-four 
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cubic  yards  of  concrete  were  placed  in  these  blocks,  nsing  339  barrels 
of  Bosendale  and  230  barrels  of  Portland  cement. 

This  work  was  done  ander  the  appropriation  for  <^  National  Defense," 
act  of  March  9, 1898. 

Money  statemenU 

April  29, 1898,  amount  allotted $25,000.00 

June  11, 1898,  amount  aUotted 64,000.00 

89,000.00 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5, 745. 20 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 83, 254.80 

July  1, 1898,  ontBtanding  UabiUties 20,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 63,254.80 

Amount  and  daie8  of  all  allotmenU  for  ihi$  purpose. 


Bftte  of  Mt. 


Htfch  9, 1898 
Do 


Date  of 
allotment. 


Apr.  29,  1898 
June  11, 1898 


Amount. 


$25,000 
64«000 


Eight-inch  rifles. — Instmctions  were  received  from  the  Ohief  of  En^- 
neers  April  27, 1898,  to  constrnct  a  temporary  battery  to  contain  two 
8-inch  rifles  mounted  on  15-inch  carriages  altered  for  the  purpose  with 
funds  allotted  from  the  appropriation  for  ^'  National  Defense,"  act  of 
March  9, 1898.  It  was  expected  that  the  land  to  be  used  for  that  pur- 
pose could  be  either  purchased  or  leased.  Inquiry  developed  the  fact 
that  no  suitable  terms  could  be  made  with  the  owners,  and  the  site  was 
transferred  to  an  island  where  the  Government  owns  a  large  reserva- 
tion. This  island  is  very  exposed,  and  is  accessible  only  by  using  light- 
ers entering  a  small  creek  at  high  tide.  It  was  thought  at  one  time 
that  terms  which  would  permit  the  building  of  a  wharf  could  be 
obtained.  Bids  were  invited,  but  were  all  too  high.  A  temporary 
wharf  has  been  made  in  the  small  creek  and  material  of  all  kinds  taken 
to  it  and  unloaded. 

The  site  of  the  battery  is  a  portion  of  an  old  fort  built  by  the  Oon- 
federates  during  the  war.  On  June  30  a  small  house  had  been  built 
for  quarters  for  officers,  a  cement  shed  built  at  the  site,  a  railroad 
graded  from  the  wharf  to  the  site,  and  all  the  material  collected. 

The  gun  platforms  will  be  of  concrete,  and  also  the  breast-height 
walls.  The  magazine  will  be  of  timber.  The  cover  is  ample.  The 
whole  will  be  finished  during  July,  except  the  carriages,  which  are  not 
ready  to  be  placed. 

Money  statement 

April  27, 1898,  amount  allotted $12,000.00 

June  90, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 1, 191.09 

Jnly  1, 1898, balance  unexpended 10,808.91 

July  1,1898,  outstanding  Uabilitiea.. 6,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 5,808.91 

DBFENSB  OF  aSOBaETOWN,  SOUTH  CABOLINA. 

On  March  31,  1898,  instructions  were  received  from  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  to  submit  a  project  for  temporary  defense  of  Georgetown, 
B.  0.    On  April  4  a  report  on  the  selection  of  sites  was  submitted, 
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together  with  papers  from  parties  owning  the  land  granting  permission 
to  erect  the  temporary  fortifications.  On  April  6  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers approved  the  selection  of  sites  for  two  5-inch  B.  L.  siege  guns  and 
two  7-inch  siege  howitzers,  and  allotted  $5,000  for  constmction  from 
the  appropriation  for  '<  National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898. 

Temporary  batteries  for  two  7-inch  B.  L.  howitzers  were  constrncted, 
reqniring  the  nse  of  6,000  sand  bags  and  1,500  cubic  yards  sand  to  fill 
in  between  walls.  One  magazine  and  one  warehouse  were  erected  for 
storage  of  ordnance  supplies,  emplacements  for  two  guns  were  built,  a 
well  was  driven,  with  force  pump,  and  pipe  connections  completed  to 
supply  water  to  each  of  the  two  guns  and  magazines. 

The  old  fort  was  rearranged,  galleries  excavated,  parapet  walls 
straightened,  emplacements  made  for  two  guns,  two  magazines  and 
storehouse  built,  force  pump  established  and  pipe  drilled  through  the 
bed  rock  50  feet  below  the  surface,  and  pipe  connections  furnished  for 
the  water  supply  for  both  guns,  warehouse,  and  magazines.  Two  5-inch 
B.  L.  rifies  were  mounted  and  ammunition  stored  in  magazines. 

At  another  location  two  7-inch  B.  L.  howitzers  were  mounted  and 
ammunition  stored. 

On  May  16  orders  were  received  from  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  by 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  ship  all  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores  at  Georgetown  to  Tampa,  Fla.  These  guns  have  since  been 
replaced  by  four  light  12-pounder  guns,  which  have  been  mounted. 

Money  statement. 

April  6. 1898.  amonnt  aUotted $5,000.00 

Jane 30, 1898,  amoimt  expended  daring  fisoal  year 3,277.97 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1 1,722.03 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 1,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 722.  OS 

Amount  and  date  of  all  allotments  for  this  work. 


Dftte  of  act. 

Date  of 
Allotment. 

Amount. 

Kiir«h9.19m  .,.«rT« ,.,.,r »...rT T-r 

Apr.   0.1898 

$6,000 

4  L. 

DEFENSES  OP  COAST  OF  GEORGU  AND  CUMBERLAND  SOUND,  GEORGIA 

AND  FLORIDA. 

Officers  in  charge,  Oapt.  Oberlin  M.  Garter,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until 
July  20,  1897;  since  that  date  Oapt.  Cassias  E.  Gillette,  Corps  of 
Engineers;  assistants,  Lieut.  Henry  8.  Morgan,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
since  September  30, 1897,  and  Lieut.  Charles  S.  Bromwell,  Corps  of 
Engineers«8ince  April  13, 1898;  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Gen.  Peter 
0.  Hains,  IT.  8.  Volunteers,  Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

DEFENSES  OF  SAVANNAH. 

Four  emplacements  for  8-inch  rifles  on  disappearing  carriages, — Plans 
and  specifications  for  a  wharf,  and  a  railroad  connecting  the  same  with 
the  emplacements,  were  completed  by  Captain  Carter  and  approved 
by  the  Department  during  the  last  fiscal  year.    The  contract  for  this 
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work  was  awarded  on  December  19, 1896,  to  P.  Sanford  Boss,  of  Jersey 
City,  N.  J.  Work  was  commenced  on  February  22  and  completed  od 
May  31, 1897.  For  a  detailed  sammary  of  the  work  done  see  page  700 
of  the  Keport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897.  For  an  abstract  of 
the  bids  received  on  the  work  see  ibid.,  page  701. 

Plans  and  specifications  for  the  constrnction  of  four  emplacements 
for  8-inch  rifles,  Buffington-Crozier  disappearing  carriages,  were  com- 
pleted by  Captain  Carter,  and  approved  by  the  Department  during 
the  last  fiscal  year.  The  contract  for  the  work  was  awarded  ^November 
30,  1896,  to  the  Yenable  Construction  Company  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and 
work  was  commenced  by  them  on  February  10, 1897.  For  an  abstract 
of  the  bids  received  see  page  702  of  the  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers for  1897.  The  work  done  up  to  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year 
consisted  in  the  erection  of  a  house  for  the  use  of  the  Government 
employees,  in  clearing  and  grubbing  the  site,  in  putting  up  the  working 
plant,  and  in  excavating  2,864  cubic  yards  of  material. 

Work  on  the  emplacements  was  continued  during  the  fiscal  year 
under  the  above-mentioned  contract,  and  extensions  of  the  same 
granted  from  December  31, 1897,  to  June  15, 1898. 

The  parapet  and  magazines  are  built  of  natural-cement  concrete; 
foundations,  gun  platforms,  floors,  and  all  2-foot  walls  are  built  of 
Portland  concrete;  exposed  surfaces  are  finished  with  a  10-inch  layer 
of  Portland  concrete,  mfxed  very  rich,  and  with  fine  broken  stone. 
The  gun  platforms  have  been  constructed  much  heavier  than  contem- 
plated in  the  design;  they  extend  down  to  the  level  of  the  floor  of  shot 
magazine. 

The  soil  under  foundation  consists  of  sand  containing  some  earthy 
matter,  and  ordinarily  only  slightly  moist.  The  load  per  square  foot 
in  most  places  varies  from  3,400  to  4,000  pounds,  which  latter  figure  is 
about  the  maximum.  In  a  few  places  the  pressure  is  about  3,000 
pounds,  and  in  one  place  (under  gun  platforms)  it  is  only  about  2,000. 
Planes  of  weakness  have  been  provided  to  guard  against  destructive 
cleavage  in  case  of  unequal  settlement.  Ko  appreciable  settlement  has 
so  far  taken  place,  and  the  planes  of  weakness  have  proven  an  annoying 
source  of  leaks  in  some  cases. 

The  ceilings  of  magazines  are  supported  by  steel  beams  about  two 
feet  apart,  and  dimensioned  so  as  to  safely  carry  from  one-third  to  the 
whole  of  the  superimposed  load  of  concrete,  according  to  circumstances. 

Air  spaces,  4  inches  wide  and  2  feet  back  from  the  face  of  walls,  were 
formed  around  magazines,  but  were  subsequently  filled  with  a  water- 
proof material  and  broken  stone.  Ventilation  pipes  connecting  with 
lamp  closets  were  arranged  in  magazines  and  passages,  and  were 
capped  outside  with  storm-proof  hoods.  Brass  speaking  tubes  were 
laid  between  each  two  adjacent  emplacements,  and  likewise  from  each 
emplacement  to  the  relocating  room;  also  from  the  latter  to  an  observ- 
ing station  formed  into  the  concrete  between  the  two  interior  emplace- 
ments. Pipes  were  run  through  the  walls  at  suitable  places  to  be  used 
for  electric  wires. 

The  gun  platforms  and  all  interior  surfaces  accessible  to  rain  were 
drained  by  a  system  of  4-inch  iron  drainpipes  leading  straight  from 
manhole  to  manhole,  so  as  to  readily  admit  of  cleaning,  and  connecting 
with  an  outside  10-inch  main  drain  running  in  the  rear  of  the  battery 
and  parallel  to  the  direction  of  its  length.  lYom  this  drain  the  water 
is  carried  by  means  of  another  10  inch  drain  into  a  ditch,  ^o  provision 
has  as  yet  been  made  to  prevent  very  high  storm  tides,  such  as  occurred 
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in  1881  and  1893,  from  entering  the  grounds  and  flooding  the  emplace- 
ments. 

A  roadway  12  feet  wide  was  constructed  in  the  rear  of  the  battery 
and  paved  with  granite  blocks  and  curbstone  of  granite. 

Trolley  beams  aDd  trolleys,  cranes,  and  ammunition  lifts  have  been 
arranged  in  accordance  with  typical  drawings.  An  artesian  well  has 
been  bored,  and  the  sand  surface  of  parapet  is  being  sodded  to  prevent 
drifting. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  all  contract  work  was  completed,  the 
four  guns  were  mounted,  and  the  work  ready  for  service.  A  few  minor 
details,  such  as  mouthpieces  for  speaking  tubes,  and  some  sodding,  yet 
remain  to  be  done.  An  electric-lighting  system  has  not  been  provided, 
as  it  is  deemed  best  to  arrange  that  for  all  batteries  at  once.  A  tem- 
porary lighting  arrangement,  with  lanterns,  has  been  provided,  and  will 
be  installed.  Should  emergency  arise  to  make  electric  lighting  advis- 
able, an  engine  is  on  hand  and  the  equipment  could  be  rapidly  com- 
pleted. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  materials  that  have  been  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  this  work: 

£xcayatioii cnbio  yards..    5,450 

FiU do—.  35,357 

Bricke 28,228 

Concrete  of  aU  kinds cubio  yards..  17,400.6 

Cnt  stone do 48.421 

Iron  pipe poands..  46,649.1 

Earthen  pipe^  4  inches  and  10  inches linear  feet..    2,049 

Steel  beams, molnding  trolley  beams pounds..  98,714 

Bolts,  plates,  andnnts do....  23,144.98 

Ladders  and  handrails do....    6,765 

TroUeys do 840 

Cranes ' 8 

Ammunition  lifts pairs..  8 

Lumber  for  doors feet  i).  M..    3,407 

Metal  work  for  doors pounds..    6,634 

Paving  blocks,  granite square  yards..     1,056 

Curbing,  granite linear  feet..     1,094.5 

Brass  speaking  tubes do 610 

Insulating  (waterproofing) pounds..  85,285 

Broken  stone cubic  yards..  26.66 

Rosin-sized  paper square  yards..    2,172.3 

Yale- Weston  triplex  blocks 12 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnerpended $130,958.40 

Amount  allotted  during  fiscal  year 23,950.00 

154, 908. 40 
June  90, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 144,309.45 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 10,598.95 

July  1, 1898,  oatstanding  habUities 15,342.56 

July  1, 1898,  balance  avaUable •—4,743.61 

Smplaeement  for  13-inch  B,  L,  rifles. — Preliminary  drawiugs  for 
detached  emplacements  for  12-inch  B.  L.  rifles  mounted  on  nondisap- 
pearing  carriages  were  made.  For  the  first  oue  a  working  plant  has 
been  installed,  the  site  for  the  gun  platform  excavated,  and  the  plat- 
form built  up  to  the  height  of  the  bottom  of  the  anchor  bolts  for  base 
ring. 

*  Covered  by  an  aUotment  made  after  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 
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For  a  second  emplacement  the  installation  of  the  working  plant  is 
about  two-thirds  completed,  the  site  of  the  gan  platform  has  been 
graded,  the  false  works  prepared,  and  the  bins  filled  with  stone.  Bail- 
road  tracks  and  switches  required  for  hauling  material  have  been 
placed.  Four  telephone  booths  have  been  built  at  points  selected  by 
the  artillery  commander. 

Money  statement. 

NATIONAL  DSFBN8B,  ACT  OF  MARCH  9,   1898. 

June  30, 1896,  amonnt  allotted  dnring  fiscal  year $40, 000.00 

June  30^  1898,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 11, 393. 00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 28,607.00 

July  1,  1898,  outstandirfg  liabilities 10,669.69 

Julyl,  1898,  balance  available 17,937.31 

Rapid' fire  gun  emplacements. — Upon  receipt  of  orders  to  build  emplace- 
ments for  4.72-inch  B.  F.  guns,  work  was  begun  at  once.  Lumber, 
tools,  and  cement  were  purchased  and  some  excavation  was  made. 
Upon  receipt  of  notice  that  the  guns  could  not  be  procured,  the  work 
was  stopped.  The  lumber  was  used  in  the  6-inch  K.  F.  battery.  The 
tools  were  transferred  to  the  defenses  of  Wassaw  Sound,  and  the 
cement  (500  barrels),  which  had  not  been  paid  for,  was  transferred  to 
the  contractor  for  use  in  the  8-inch  gun  emplacements. 

Money  statement. 

NATIONAL  DBFEN8K,  ACT  OF  MARCH  9,  1898. 

June  30,  1898,  amount  allotted  during  fiscal  year $180. 71 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year . . .' 180. 71 

Emplacement  for  6-inch  R.  F.  gun, — At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  the 
emplacement  was  practically  completed.  The  concrete  work  and  the 
sand  fill  were  completed  and  the  platform  was  ready  for  gun  and  car- 
riage. A  magazine  and  bombproof,  both  covered  with  steel  roof  beams, 
had  been  built.  Portland  cement,  river  sand,  small  gravel,  and  broken 
stone  were  used  in  the  gun  platform  and  small  walls.  Beach  sand  was 
used  in  the  other  masses  of  concrete. 

The  work  remaining  to  be  done  consisted  in  the  doors  of  magazine 
and  bombproof,  the  wooden  walk  from  loading  platform  to  observation 
station,  the  sodding  of  the  parapet,  and  the  mountiug  of  gun  and 
carriage. 

Money  statement. 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE,   ACT  OF  MARCH  9,   1898. 

June  30, 1898,  amount  allotted  dnring  fiscal  year $9,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 12, 197. 04 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended — 3,197.04 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 1,478.33 

July  1, 1898, balance  available •—4,676.37 

Platform  for  8inch  rifle. — A  temporary  platform  for  an  8-inch  breech- 
loading  rifle  was  built  of  concrete  in  one  of  the  old  forts,  and  the  gun 
and  carriage  were  mounted  on  it.  With  the  exception  of  the  elevating 
arc,  which  was  not  sent,  the  gun  is  ready  for  service. 

*  Coyered  by  an  allotment  made  after  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 
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Money  statement. 

NATIONAL  DKFBNSX,  ACT  OF  MABOH  9,  1898. 

June  30, 1898,  amount  allotted  during  fiscal  Tear • $2,800.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiBcal  year.... 3,730.21 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 09.79 

Overhauling  IS-inch  gun  and  repairing  platform, — ^Two  15-inch  guns, 
in  the  same  fort,  and  their  carriages  were  lifted  oat  of  the  emplaoe- 
meuts.  Their  foundations  consisted  of  concrete  ap  to  within  abont  1 
foot  of  the  traverse  circles;  radial  timbers  above  that.  These  timbers 
were  rotten  and  wholly  unserviceable.  They  were  taken  out  and 
replaced  with  a  solid  concrete  fill.   The  guns  are  now  ready  for  service. 

Money  statement 

NATIONAL  DBFKNSK,  ACT  OF  MARCH  9,  1898. 

June  30, 1898,  amount  aUotted  during  fiscal  Tear $1,960.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2,263.12 

July  1, 1898, balance  unexpended *— ^13.12 

Cable  tank. — ^The  inverted  arches  below  two  adjacent  casemates  of 
the  same  fort  were  cleaned  out  and  converted  into  tanks  by  a  partial 
filling  with  Portland  cement  concrete  and  plastering  with  the  same 
material.    The  work  was  done  by  hired  labor. 

Money  statement. 

June  30, 1898,  amount  allotted  during  fiscal  Tear $200.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1.86 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended : 198.14 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabUities 836.28 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available *  —138. 14 

Rapid-fire  gun  emplacements  at  Wassaw  JSoundj  Georgia. — ^The  battery 
is  modeled  on  the  design  for  5-inch  B.  F.  guns  shown  on  Mimeograph 
Ko.  16,  Engineer  Department,  the  principal  modification  consisting  in 
the  single  central  magazine  for  the  two  guns.  Owing  to  the  necessity 
for  haste  no  drawings  for  it  were  prepared,  the  work  being  simply  laid 
out  on  the  ground.  Lieutenant  Morgan,  Corps  of  Engineers,  has  had 
local  charge  of  the  work.  At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  the  guns  had 
been  mounted,  and  the  battery  was  complete  and  ready  for  service. 

It  was  constructed  of  Portland  concrete,  with  a  sand  parapet  in  front, 
the  foot  of  the  exterior  slope  of  which  was  partially  protected  with 
trunks  of  palmetto  trees.  About  4  inches  of  oyster  shells  were  placed 
to  hold  the  exterior  slope.  The  superior  slope  was  covered  with  grass 
sod  obtained  near  the  works.  Steel  roof  beams  could  not  be  obtained 
in  time,  so  steel  railroad  rails  were  used.  No  waterproof  material  was 
used  to  protect  the  magazine,  but  it  is  dry  and  in  good  condition. 

There  are  no  means  of  communication  with  the  battery  except  by 
boats  landing  on  the  beach.  A  small  walk  was  built,  against  which  a 
small  boat  can  land  at  high  water.  Signals  can  be  exchanged  with 
Tybee  by  using  the  light-house. 

*  Covered  by  an  allotment  made  after  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 
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A  4-inch  artesian  well  affords  an  abundant  supply  of  good  water. 
Three  temporary  buildings  erected  in  the  construction  of  the  battery 
are  available  for  kitchens,  storehouses,  and  possibly  for  temporary 
quarters  for  a  small  garrison. 

Money  statemewL 

NATIONAL  DBFBNSB,  ACT  OF  MABCH  9,  1898. 

June  30, 1898,  amount  allotted  daring  fiical  vear $11,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fisoiJ  year 9, 907.25 

July  1, 1898,  balance  onezpended 1,032.75 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  Uabilities 169.85 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 862.90 

TEHPOBABT  DEFENSES  OF  DABIEN,  OA. 

For  the  defense  of  Darien  the  following  temporary  batteries  were 
constructed: 

1.  One  battery  at  the  south  end  of  Bapelo  Island,  commanding  the 
approach  to  Darien  through  Doboy  Sound  and  also  the  mouth  of  South 
Eiver.  A  magazine  has  been  constructed  of  heavy  timber  and  covered 
with  sand.  Both  parapet  and  magazine  are  covered  with  grass  sods 
on  the  outside  to  prevent  the  blowing  of  the  sand.  A  small  driven 
well  was  sunk  and  supplied  with  a  pump. 

2.  One  battery  at  the  north  end  of  Blackboard  Island,  commanding 
the  approach  to  Darien  through  Sapelo  Sound  and  also  the  mouth  of 
South  Newport  Biver.  A  magazine  had  been  constructed  with  timber 
and  covered  with  sand. 

Money  statement. 

NATEONiLL  DEFENSE,   ACT  OF  MARCH  9,  1898. 

June  30, 1898,  amount  allotted  duriug  fiscal  year $10, 000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  duriog  fisoal  year 7,397.80 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2,602.20 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabUities 450.92 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 2,151.28 

TEMPORABT  DEFENSES  OF  BBUNSWIOK,  GA. 

For  the  defense  of  Brunswick  the  following  temporary  batteries  were 
constructed : 

1.  One  battery  at  the  south  end  of  St.  Simons  Island,  commanding 
the  approach  to  Brunswick  through  St.  Simons  Sound  and  also  the 
inside  route  from  Savannah,  Ga.,  to  Fernandina,  Fla.  A  magazine  has 
been  constructed  of  plank  and  covered  with  sand. 

2.  One  battery  on  St.  Simons  Island,  east  of  the  one  described  above. 
A  magazine  has  been  constructed  of  plank  and  covered  with  sand. 

3.  One  battery  at  the  north  end  of  Jekyl  Island. 

4.  One  battery  at  the  south  end  of  Jekyl  Island.  A  magasdne  has 
been  constructed  of  plank  and  covered  with  sand. 
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Money  statement 

NATIONAL  DBFSN8B,  ACT  OF  MARCH  9,  1898. 

June  30, 1898,  amount  allotted  dnrinjg;  fiscal  year $12,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscaJ  year 8,601.23 

Jnly  ly  1898,  balance  unexpended 3,398.77 

Jnly  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 689.48 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 2,709.29 

DEFENSBS  OF  OUMBEBLAND  SOUND. 

At  the  old  fort  a  temporary  parapet  of  saod  bags  was  constructed  in 
front  of  two  15-inch  Eodman  guns  on  the  eastern  face,  and  a  sand  fill 
made  on  the  outside  of  it,  extending  to  the  5-foot  wall.  A  platform 
was  put  up  back  of  the  guns  and  a  bracket  erected  to  act  as  a  crane  for 
raising  projectiles. 

A  quantity  of  ammunition  was  received,  and  thirty  15-inch  shells 
were  shipped  to  another  work. 

Money  atatemenU 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE,  ACT  OF  ICARGH  9,  1898. 

JnneSO,  1898, amonnt  allotted  during  fisoal  year $1,200.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  danng  fiscal  year 468.06 

Jnly  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 731.94 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  Uabilities 678.42 

July  1,1898,  balance  available 158.52 

Emplacement  for  8-inch  B.  L.  rifle, — ^A  survey  was  made  of  the  site 
and  plans  of  an  emplacement  were  drawn  in  which  an  8-inch  B.  L.  rifle 
was  to  be  mounted  on  a  modified  15-iuch  S.  B.  carriage.  The  old  pintle 
stone  was  removed  and  a  retaining  wall  of  brick  concrete  built  back  of 
the  emplacement.  About  1,500  cubic  yards  of  sand  was  placed  in  the 
parapet.  The  work  has  been  delayed  by  the  nonarrival  of  broken  stone 
ordered  and  was  not  completed  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Money  statement. 

NATIOXAL  DEFENSE,  ACT  OF  ICARCH  9,  1898. 

June  so,  1898,  amount  allotted  during  fiscal  year $4,500.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 41.94 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 4,458.06 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 3,319.39 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,138.67 

Temporary  batteries. — ^The  moat  of  the  old  work  was  filled  in  suffi- 
ciently to  remove  all  stagnant  water  and  to  make  its  general  level  high 
enough  to  prevent  any  water  standing  in  pools  during  wet  weather. 
A  sand  causeway  was  built  across  the  moat  at  the  sally  port.  The  cis- 
terns back  of  the  barracks  were  baled  out  and  filled  with  sand.  The 
roof  of  the  barracks  was  repaired.  An  artesian  well  was  sank  to  a 
depth  of  386  feet.  The  flow  is  from  8  to  9  gallons  per  minute  of  fine 
water,  rather  strong  in  sulphur.  It  rises  about  7  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  parade. 


714        REPORT   OP  THE   CHIEF   OP   ENGINEERS^  U.  8.  ARMY. 

Money  statement. 

NATIONAX  DBFIBNSB,  ACT  OF  ICARCH  9,  1898. 

June  80, 1898,  amoant  allotted  dnring  fiscal  year $1,600.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscaJ  year 1,242.43 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 357.57 

Jnly  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabUities 28.10 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 329.47 

Temporary  batteries  at  Fernandina^  Fla. — ^To  prevent  small  vessels 
reaching  Fernandina  by  the  inside  route  through  Ouniberland  Sound,  a 
battery  was  built  at  the  north  end  of  Little  Cumberland  Island.  A 
magazine  has  been  constructed  pf  planks  and  covered  with  sand. 

Money  statement 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE,  ACT  OF  MARCH  9,  1898. 

June  30,  1898,  amount  allotted  during  fiscal  year $2,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 576.05 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,423.95 

Jnly  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 4.50 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,419.45 

Torpedo  defense  of  Savannah  Harbor. — ^It  is  proposed  to  plant  mines 
and  to  operate  them  from  a  temporary  operating  room  of  timber,  con- 
cealed in  the  sand  dunes  and  shrubbery.  A  search- light  outfit  is  to  be 
operated  also. 

This  casemate  is  located  in  a  slight  depression  in  the  sand  hills,  and 
when  completed  will  present  nothing  to  disclose  its  locality.  Its  inside 
dimensions  are  12  by  16  feet,  7  feet  high,  with  a  well  in  the  center,  from 
which  the  cable  will  lead  out  through  the  sand  hills  to  the  beach.  It 
is  constructed  of  4  by  6  inch  yellow  pine  framing,  thoroughly  braced, 
the  roof  being  strengthened  by  simple  King  trusses  over  the  joists. 
This  framing  is  covered  with  2-inch  planks,  which  are  covered  on  the 
outside  with  tar  paper  to  render  the  casemate  dry.  Steps  lead  down 
to  the  entrance,  which  is  3  feet  wide.  The  casemate  will  be  ventilated 
by  five  4-inch  pipes,  three  of  which  are  arranged  for  the  suspension  of 
lamps.  At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  the  work  was  about  half  com- 
pleted. It  will  be  entirely  completed  and  ready  for  service  by  the  8th 
of  Jnly. 

Money  statement 

TORPEDOES  FOR  HARBOR  DEFENSE,  JANUAkT  1,  1899. 

June  14, 1898,  amount  allotted $2,500.00 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 2,500.00 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 187.20 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 2,312.80 

By  Department  letter  of  March  18, 1898,  an  allotment  of  $1,000  was 
made  for  the  purchase  of  explosives  for  use  in  the  torpedo  defense  of 
Savannah,  Ga.;  two  additional  allotments,  amounting  to  $3,500,  were 
made  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  all  from  the  appropriation  for  <^  National 
Defense^"  act  of  March  9, 1898. 
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The  casemate  apparatas  was  received  on  the  5th  of  April.  Liea- 
tenant  Bromwell  reported  for  duty  on  the  Idth  of  April  and  was  placed 
in  charge  of  the  torpedo  defense  of  Savannah.  A  sergeant  and  six 
privates  from  the  engineer  battalion  at  Willetts  Point  arrived  on  the 
8th  of  April. 

A  trench  for  the  cable  was  dug  from  the  casemate  to  the  water's  edge, 
the  operating  apparatus  was  installed  in  the  mining  casemate,  and 
mines  were  put  in  place.  Two  mines  were  afterwards  cut  out  on  account 
of  their  buoys  having  been  struck  by  propeller  blades,  one  being  cut  in 
two  and  the  other  being  made  leaky.  The  rest  of  tne  mines  were  in 
good  condition  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Money  statement 

NATIONAL  DBFBNSB,  ACT  OF  MARCH  9».1898. 

jDne80|  1S98,  amonnt  aUotted  during  fiscal  year $4,500.00 

June  30, 1898,  amonnt  expended  doling  fiaoiJ  year 3,491.10 

July  If  1898,  balance  unexpended 1,008.90 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabiliUes 1,140.92 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available •—132.02 

Torpedo  defense  of  Oumherland  Sounds  Georgia  and  Florida. — Dyna- 
mite was  purchased  and  received,  and  a  group  of  mines  planted. 

Money  statement. 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE,  ACT  OF  MABCH  9,  1898. 

June  30, 1898,  amount  allotted  during  fiscal  year $1,500.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 326. 25 


-• 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,173.75 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liablUties 606.15 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 567.60 

Preservation  and  repair  of  fortifieationsy  Cumberland  Sound. — Under 
a  contract  with  O.  S.  Dakes,  of  Femandinay  Fla.,the  leaky  roof  of  the 
storehouse  was  repaired  at  a  cost  of  $25. 

An  allotment  of  $500  was  made  by  telegram  of  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers on  April  15, 1898,  for  placing  the  armament  in  serviceable  condi- 
tion. The  15-inch  Eoduian  guns  were  cleaned  up  and  sights  put  on 
them.  Elevating  scales  were  put  on  the  guns  facing  east  and  their 
vents  cleaned ;  the  veuts  of  two  guns  were  found  to  be  spiked,  and  with 
the  available  tools  no  new  vents  could  be  bored. 

Two  doors  were  taken  from  the  old  guardhouse  dungeons  and  were 
placed  as  doors  to  temporary  magazines.  An  opening  2^  feet  wide  and 
7  feet  deep  was  cut  through  the  5-foot  wall  of  the  northwest  front  to 
make  a  passage  to  sinks,  to  be  built  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 
A  room  in  the  hospital  building,  in  which  asphaltum  used  to  be  stored, 
and  the  floor  of  which  was  covered  about  6  inches  deep  from  leakage  of 
barrels,  was  cleaued  out  and  the  asphaltum  gathered  for  future  use. 

A  footpath  1,000  feet  long  and  2  to  3  feet  above  the  marsh  was 
built  across  the  marsh  at  Old  Fernandina. 

*  Coyered  by  an  allotment  made  after  the  oloae  of  the  fiscal  year. 
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Money  statement 

April  15, 1898,  amount  allotted $600.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 111.  15 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 388.85 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  UabUitieii 53.69 

July  1,1898,  baUnoe  available 335.16 

Preservation  and  repair  of  fortifioationsy  Savannah. — ^An  allotment  of 
$500  was  made  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  one  of  the  old  forts. 
A  ditch  6  feet  wide  and  3  feet  deep  was  dng  aronnd  the  fort  in  the  old 
moat,  which  latter  had  become  fiUed  with  a  deposit  of  soft  mnd,  pre- 
venting all  tidal  flow.  The  ditch  dng  in  this  is  connected  with  the  south 
channel,  and  keeps  the  moat  well  drained. 

The  ^ass  and  brush  in  the  fort  have  been  cat  and  the  place  gener- 
ally cleaned  up,  and  proper  earth  closets  built  to  replace  old  ones^ 
which  were  in  an  unsanitary  condition. 

Money  statement 

Junel,  1898,  amount  aUotted $600.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 125.12 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 374.88 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  llabUities 289.68 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 65.20 


4M. 
DEFENSES  OF  EAST  AND  WEST  COASTS  OF  FLORmA. 

Officer  in  charge,  Lieut.  Ool.  William  H.  H.  Benyaurd,  Oorps  of 
Engineers;  assistants, Oapt.  Eobert  P.  Johnston,  U.  B.Yolnnteers,  Lieu- 
tenant, Corps  of  Engineers,  until  February  1, 1898,  and  since  June  19, 
1898,  and  Maj.  William  W.  Harts,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Lieutenant,  Oorps 
of  Engineers,  since  April  28, 1898. 

Fort  Marion  J  8t  Augustine^  Fla. — For  a  brief  historical  sketch  of 
this  work,  which  was  bnilt  daring  the  Spanish  possession  and  finished 
in  1756,  attention  is  invited  to  annual  report  of  engineer  in  charge  ibr 
1889.  It  is  not  available  for  defense,  bat  is  worthy  of  preservation  as 
an  object  of  historical  interest. 

There  had  been  mounted  there  for  target  practice  of  the  artillery 
troops  at  St.  Francis  Barracks  one  8-inch  converted  rifle,  but  this  was 
dismounted  on  April  30, 1898,  and  moved  to  a  temporary  battery. 

ISo  funds  were  available  for  preservation  and  repair  of  this  work 
during  the  fiscal  year. 

Temporary  battery  at  St.  Johns  River.  Florida. — ^In  pursuance  of  tele- 
graphic instructions  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  April  4, 1898,  a 
site  for  a  temporary  battery  to  mount  5-inch  breech-loading  siege  rifles 
and  7-inch  breech-loading  siege  howitzers  was  selected  on  the  St.  Johns 
Eiver,  Florida.  The  land  being  owned  by  private  individuals,  consent 
for  its  occupancy  for  fortification  purposes  was  obtained.  Work  on 
the  construction  of  the  battery  was  commenced  on  April  11.  It  was 
built  of  lOinch  by  10-inch  timber  in  revetment  and  magazine  walls 
with  sand  embankment.    Two  magazines  in  traverses  were  provided. 
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The  work  was  so  near  completion  that  in  the  middle  of  May,  npon 
the  arrival  of  the  ordnance  material,  the  guns  and  howitzers  were  imme- 
diately mounted  in  position  in  the  battery. 

Funds  for  the  constmction  of  this  battery  were  provided  by  allot- 
ment of  $13,160  from  the  appropriation  for  ^^ National  Defense"  made 
by  the  act  of  March  9, 1898. 

Money  statement. 

Amonnt  allotted ^ $13,160.00 

Jane  30, 1898,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 9,892.73 

Jaly  1, 1898, balance  unexpended 3,267.27 

July  1, 1898. outstanding  UabilitieB 3,247.41 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available 19.86 

Temporary  battery  at  8t.  Augustine^  Fla, — Under  instrnctions  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  a  site  for  a  temporary  battery  was  selected  on 
April  9, 1898,  and  a  project  submitted,  which  was  approved  April  14, 
1898. 

The  battery  was  designed  to  be  built  with  timber  revetment  walls 
and  sand  embankment,  with  two  magazines  in  traverses,  also  built  of 
timber  and  covered  with  sand. 

Funds  for  the  construction  of  this  battery  were  provided  by  allot- 
ment of  $12,460  from  the  appropriation  for  <^  National  Defense,"  made 
by  the  act  of  March  9, 1898. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  allotted $12,460.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 10,573. 10 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,886.90 

July  1, 1898,  outetandhig  nabinties 1,710.69 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 176.21 

Temporary  battery  at  Miama^  Fla, — In  pursuance  of  telegraphic 
instructions  received  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers  on  April  2, 1898,  an 
examination  of  the  country  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Miami  was 
made  on  April  4  and  5,  and  a  site  for  a  temporary  battery  was  selected, 
and  consent  of  the  owner  for  its  occupancy  was  obtained. 

The  formation  around  Miami  being  of  coral  rock,  with  little  or  no 
earth  or  sand  covering,  the  necessary  sand  for  embankment  had  to  be 
obtained  by  dredging  from  Biscayne  Bay.  One  of  the  dredges  of  the 
Florida  East  Coast  Bailway  Company,  in  use  in  that  locality,  was 
obtained  for  this  work,  and  a  wooden  bulkhead  was  buUt  on  the  rocky 
face  of  the  site  to  retain  the  dredged  material. 

The  work  of  clearing  the  site  and  the  construction  of  the  battery 
was  commenced  on  Apnl  13,  and  by  the  12th  of  May  the  battery  was 
practically  completed. 

Funds  for  the  construction  of  this  battery  were  provided  by  allot- 
ment of  912,640  from  the  appropriation  for  ^^  National  Defense''  made 
by  the  act  of  March  9, 1898. 

Money  statement. 

Amoimt  allotted $12,640.00 

June  So,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fisci^  year 10,027.56 

July  1, 1896,  balance  unexpended 2,612.44 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  Uabilitiee ^612.44 
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Temporary  batteries  at  Tampa  Bay^  Florida. — Instructions  to  select 
site  and  commence  construction  of  temporary  batteries  were  received 
on  April  15  and  18.  1898,  respectively.  The  sites  selected  were  on 
lands  belonging  to  tne  United  States. 

Owing  to  remoteness  from  points  of  communication  with  the  outside 
world,  many  difficulties  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  work  had 
to  be  provided  for.  This  condition  was  more  difficult  to  contend  with 
on  account  of  the  congestion  arising  through  the  concentration  of 
troops  and  supplies  at  Tampa  and  the  embarkation  of  the  army  expe- 
dition to  Cuba  from  that  point. 

On  April  26  work  was  commenced  on  the  batteries.  They  were  con- 
structed of  timber  and  sand,  and  were  both  completed  by  June  30. 

The  guns  and  howitzers,  which  had  arrived  at  Tampa  in  May,  were 
transferred  to  the  ordnance  depot,  but  on  May  31  were  turned  back  to 
the  Engineer  Department,  and  transported  to  the  batteries.  They  were 
mount^  in  position  in  the  batteries  on  June  1. 

Funds  for  the  construction  of  these  batteries  were  provided  by  allot- 
ment of  $14,900  from  the  appropriation  for  ^<  National  Defense"  made 
by  the  act  of  March  9, 1898. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  allotted $14,900.00 

JaneSOy  1898,  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year... 7,930.40 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 6,909.60 

July  1, 1898,  ontBtanding liabilitiee 6,377.32 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 692.28 

Umplacements  for  two  d-inch  B,  L.  rifles  at  8t  Johns  River j  Florida. — 
Under  date  of  April  27, 1898,  the  construction  of  two  emplacements  for 
8-inch  breech-loading  rifles,  to  be  mounted  on  strengthened  15-inch 
barbette  carriages,  was  ordered.  Funds  for  this  work  were  provided 
by  allotment  of  $29,000  from  the  appropriation  for  ^<  National  Defense," 
made  by  the  act  of  March  9, 1898.  Site  was  selected  on  land  belong- 
ing to  private  individuals,  whose  consent  to  its  occupancy  by  the  Gov- 
ernment had  previously  been  obtained.  Immediate  steps  were  taken 
for  the  commencement  of  the  work  of  construction.  Site  was  cleared, 
raOroad  track  extended  from  the  wharf  built  preliminary  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  temporary  battery  on  a  contiguous  site,  a  well  driven  to 
obtain  the  necessary  water  supply,  and  other  general  preparations 
made  for  carrying  the  work  to  completion. 

Plans  of  the  battery  were  submitted  on  June  14,  and  were  approved 
on  June  17, 1898. 

By  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  the  excavation  for  the  battery  was  com- 
pleted, foundations  for  the  platforms  were  prepared,  sand  and  cement 
for  concrete  on  hand  in  suf&cient  quantity  to  proceed  with  the  con- 
struction, and  all  arrangements  were  made  for  tiie  concrete  work. 
This  work  would  have  been  under  way  except  for  unavoidable  delay 
in  the  arrival  of  broken  stone  and  part  of  the  iron  work. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  allotted $29,000.00 

Jnne  90,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2,194.31 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 26,805.69 

Jnly  1, 1898,  outstanding  Uabilities 5,945.08 

July  1, 1898,  balance ayailable 20^860.61 
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Emplacements  for  two  S-inch  B.  F.  guns  at  Tampa  Bay^  Florida. — 
Under  date  of  April  25, 1898,  the  constmction  of  two  emplacements 
for  6-incli  rapid-fire  gnns  on  pedestal  mounts  at  Tampa  Bay,  was 
ordered.  Funds  for  this  purpose  were  provided  by  allotment  of  $29,600 
from  the  appropriation  for  '^  National  Defense,''  act  of  March  9, 1898. 

A  site  for  the  battery  was  selected  on  laud  reserved  for  military 
purposes. 

Plans  were  submitted  on  June  4  and  were  approved  on  June  7, 1898. 

In  designing  this  battery  the  type  plans  for  the  5>inch  rapid-fire  gun 
were  generally  followed,  and  adapted  to  the  mounting  of  the  6inch 
guns.  The  magazine  capacity  and  the  thickness  of  cover  was  mate- 
riaUy  increased  over  that  provided  in  the  plan  for  the  5- inch  guns. 

Authority  was  given  for  the  commencement  of  construction  in 
advance  of  the  approval  of  plans,  and  accordingly  steps  were  taken  as 
soon  as  possible  to  carry  this  into  effect.  But,  other  than  the  making 
of  general  preparations  for  construction  work,  the  purchase  and  pro- 
curement of  material,  nothing  had  been  accomplished  at  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year. 

As  in  tiie  case  of  the  other  works  ordered  at  Tampa  Bay,  much 
delay  was  occasioned  by  reason  of  the  great  congestion  of  railroad  and 
shipping  facilities  at  Tampa,  resulting  from  the  concentration  of  troops 
and  supplies,  and  the  embarkation  of  the  expedition  to  Ouba  from  this 
point. 

Money  statement, 

AmoDnt  allotted $29,600.00 

June  30, 1898>  amomit  expended  daring  fiscal  yew 341.53 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnezpended 29,258.47 

Jolj  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 3,319.99 

Jnly  1, 1896,  balance  available 25,938.48 

Emplacements  for  two  d-inch  B.  L.  rifles  at  Tampa  Bay^  Florida, — Under 
date  of  April  27, 1898,  the  construction  of  two  emplacements  for  8-inch 
breech-loading  rifles,  to  be  mounted  on  strengthened  15-inch  barbette 
carriages,  was  ordered.  Funds  for  this  work  were  provided  by  allot- 
ment of  $29,500  from  the  appropriation  for  ^<  National  Defense,'' act  of 
March  9, 1898.  A  site  was  selected  on  land  owned  by  the  United  States, 
and  immediate  steps  were  taken  for  the  commencement  of  the  work  of 
construction. 

Cement,  iron  work,  and  pintle  stones  were  ordered,  and  arrangements 
made  to  secure  a  supply  of  sand  and  broken  stone.  Temporary  build- 
ings for  shelter  of  the  laborers  and  others  that  might  be  employed 
on  the  work,  and  for  storage  of  cement  and  other  materials,  were 
constructed. 

Plans  of  the  battery  were  submitted  on  June  14,  and  were  approved 
on  June  17, 1898. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  no  work  of  actual  construction  of  the  bat- 
tery had  been  done,  by  reason  of  the  nonarrival  of  material.  The  great 
congestion  of  railroad  facilities  at  Tampa  and  the  difficulty  of  getting 
tugs  and  barges  there,  resulting  from  the  concentration  of  troops  and 
army  supplies,  and  the  embarkation  of  the  exjiedition  to  Ouba  from 
this  point  also  made  the  rapid  prosecution  of  the  work  on  the  batteries 
impossible.  It  was  in  some  cases  impossible  to  get  material  for  two 
weeks  after  its  arrival  at  Tampa. 
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Money  statement. 

Amount  allotted $29,500.00 

June  30|  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 408.36 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 29,091.65 

July  1, 1898, outstanding  Uabilitieii 3,874.28 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 25, 217. 37 

Mine  defense  of8t.  Johns  River ^  JFtorwfa.— Under  date  of  AprU  4, 1898, 
directions  were  received  to  cooperate  with  the  citizens  of  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  in  famishing  and  placing  in  position  by  them  of  a  system  of 
temporary  mines. 

On  April  15  it  transpired  that  the  committee  representing  the  Jack- 
sonville people  expected  the  Government  to  famish  and  place  the 
mines.  Upon  reporting  this  fact,  mines  with  adjancts  were  ordered 
sent  from  Willets  Point  and  Washington;  cable  and  the  necessary 
dynamite  were  parchased;  a  temporary  casemate  was  bailt;  a  number 
of  gronps  of  mines  were  laid  in  the  St.  Johns  Eiver,  and  other  groups 
were  held  in  readiness  to  be  placed  on  short  notice  to  close  the  channel. 

Funds  for  installing  and  maintaining  these  mines  were  provided  by 
allotment  of  $8,000  from  appropriation  for  ^^  Torpedoes  for  Harbor 
Defense,  January  1, 1899." 

Money  statement. 

Amount  allotted $8,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 490.70 

July  1, 1898,  balance  uneiqpended 7,509.30 

July  1,1898,  outstanding  liabilities 4,656.99 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 2,852.31 

Mine  defense  of  Tampa  Bay^  Florida. — Under  date  of  May  10,  1898, 
instructions  were  given  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  planting  mines  for  the  defense  of  Tampa 
Bay,  and  material  was  ordered  shipped. 

The  sum  of  $16,300  was  allotted  from  the  appropriation  for  <^  Torpe- 
does for  Harbor  Defense,  January  1, 1899,"  for  purchase  of  explosives, 
construction  of  casemate,  laying  mines,  and  patrolliag  mine  fields. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  no  mines  had  been  laid;  all  operations 
to  that  date  consisted  of  the  accumulation  and  transporting  of  materiaL 
There  was  not  suf&cient  material  on  hand  to  inaugurate  the  mine 
system. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  allotted $16,300.00 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 16,300.00 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 1,131.51 

July  If  1898,  balance  available 15,168.49 


4  N. 
DEFENSES  OF  KEY  WEST. 


OiBcers  In  charge,  Lieat.  Ool.  William  H.  H.  Benyaurd,  Oorps  of 
Engineers,  until  February  1. 1898,  and  Gapt.  Oharles  H.  McEinstry, 
Oorps  of  Engineers,  since  Feoruary  1, 1898;  assistant,  Lieut.  Bobert  P. 
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Johnston,  Oorps  of  Engineers,  nntil  Jane  19, 1898;  Division  Engineer, 
Brig.  Gen.  Peter  0.  Hains,  (J.  S.  Volanteers,  Gulonel,  Oorps  of  Engi- 
neers, since  Febraary  1, 1898. 

Oun  and  mortar  batteries. — ^The  gan  battery  (south  battery)  contains 
emplacements  for  four  lOinch  gans  on  disappearing  carriuges,  model 
1896,  and  two  8-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages,  model  1S\)4:;  the 
mortar  battery  contains  emplacements  for  eight  12-inch  rifled  mortars. 

These  works  are  being  built  by  contract  under  the  provisions  of  act 
of  June  6,  1896. 

The  work  was  first  advertised  October  24,  189f>,  and  bids  were 
ox)ened  November  24, 1896,  all  of  which  were  rejected  under  instruc- 
tions from  the  Chief  of  Bngineers.  The  work  was  read  vertised  Decem- 
ber 2,  1896,  and  new  bids,  opened  December  28,  1896,  were  likewise 
rejected.  A  third  time  bids  were  invited,  on  January  30,  resulting  in 
the  acceptance  of  the  proposal  of  the  Venable  Construction  Oomiiauy, 
of  Atlanta,  Ga.  Contract  was  entered  into  with  this  company  on 
March  4, 1897,  and  approved  March  27,  1897,  for  the  construction  of 
the  two  batteries,  the  work  to  be  commenced  by  March  20,  1897^  and 
completed  by  January  1, 1898.  On  September  8, 18ii7,  the  time  f  >r  the 
completion  of  the  contract  was  extended  until  May  15,  1898;  on  May 
14, 1898,  until  June  7;  on  June  8  until  September  7, 1898. 

The  cost  of  the  contract  work  will  be  about  $400,000,  and  this  amount 
was  allotted  May  15, 1897,  irom  the  funds  appropriated  by  the  act  of 
March  3, 1897.  The  cost  of  supervision,  engineering,  office,  and  icis- 
cellaneous  expenses  was  estimated  at  $12,225,  and  for  this  purpose  the 
sum  of  $1,000  was  allotted  on  December  14,  1896,  and  $11,225  on 
March  18, 1897.  The  cost  of  supervision  and  inspection  having  been 
increased  by  the  failure  of  the  contractors  to  complete  the  work  by  the 
time  originally  specified,  $6,000,  in  addition  to  the  $12,225  mentioned 
above,  was  allotted  June  25, 1898. 

An  inventory  of  the  plant  used  by  the  contractors  will  be  found  in 
the  Annual  Beport  for  1897,  Part  I,  page  704. 

The  concrete  work  at  the  gun  battery  is  practically  completed.  All 
iron  work  is  completed  except  ammunition  hoists  in  tive  emplacements. 
A  few  doors  remain  to  be  placed.  The  sand  fill  in  front  of  concrete 
parapet  has  not  yet  been  begun;  about  70,000  yards  are  to  be  placed. 

Guns  and  carriages  have  been  mounted  in  emplacements  1, 2, 3, 4,  and 
5.  The  carriage  for  the  fourth  10-inch  gun  has  not  yet  been  received. 
The  gun  is  on  hand. 

Al^ut  800  cubic  yards  concrete  remain  to  be  placed  at  the  mortar 
battery,  viz,  in  inclined  retaining  walls  about  the  pits,  in  vertical  re- 
taining walls  for  sand  fill  at  entrance  to  pits,  and  in  pavements.  About 
1,900  cubic  yards  of  sand  fill  have  been  placed;  about  78,000  yards 
remain  to  be  placed. 

Six  carriages  have  been  mounted  complete;  the  other  two,  and  the 
eight  mortars  have  not  yet  been  received. 

The  items  of  work  accepted  and  paid  for  to  June  30, 1898,  are  tabu- 
lated below  I 

GUN   BATTBRT. 

Sand  excavation cubic  yards..    2,116 

SandfiU do 4,509 

Concrete  No.  1 do....  23,723.8 

Concrete  No.  2 do 1,S01.6 

Concrete  No.  3 do 1,478.7 

Large  stone tons..    8,883.6 

Beams^ plates, etc pounds..  80,571.2 

Anchor  Dolts do....  16,458 

SNa  98 m 
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Doors 33 

Brass  fittings  for  doors ponnds..  4,935.5 

Vitrified  pipe,  6-inch feet..  128 

Trolley  beams,  bolts, hangers, etc pounds..  11,049 

Asphalt  covering square  yards..  1,611.9 

Brick 41,064 

Ladders pounds..  1,315 

Speaking  tubes feet..  619.2 

Stairs pounds..  6,385 

Cranes 12 

Ammunition  hoists 2 

Manhole  covers 6 

Galvanized  sheet  iron pounds..  220 

Iron-pipe  railing feet..  1,220.8 

Iron-pipe  railing  posts do 346 

MORTAB  BATTBRT. 

Sand  excavation cubic  yards..  279 

Coral  rock  excavation do....  460.9 

SandfiU do....  2,345.6 

Concrete  No.  1 do....  6,086 

Concrete  No.  2 do 654.9 

Concrete  No.  3 '. do....  179.3 

Cut  stone do....  113.69 

Beams,  plates,  etc pounds..  50,825.8 

Anchor  bolts do 29,033.9 

Brass  fittings  for  doors do 110 

Vitrified  pipe,  6-lnch feet..  47 

Trollev  beams^bolt  hangers,  etc pounds..  8^693 

Asphalt  covering , square  yards..  844.1 

Brick 7,552 

Speaking  tubes feet..  19.8 

Money  statements. 

VOB  CONTBAOT  WOBE. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $400,000.00 

June  30, 189i8,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 272,040.08 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 127,959.92 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $8,909.48 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 119, 050. 44 

127,959.92 

VOB  BXPENSES  OV  OFFICB,  BNOINBERING,  AND  8UPBRYISION. 

July  1, 1897, balance  unexpended $9,467.97 

June  25, 1898,  allotted 6,000.00 

15, 467. 97 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 14,614.01 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 853.96 

July  1, 1899,  outstanding  liabilities 767.81 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 86.15 

Landing^  transporting^  and  mounting  guns  and  carriages. — The  guns 
and  carnages  for  the  gtin  and  mortar  batteries  are  to  be  receiv^  on 
the  south  breakwater,  and  thence  transported  on  cars  to  the  different 
emplacements.  One  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars  was  allotted 
December  8, 1897;  |4,100  March  5, 1898,  and  13,500  Jane  5, 1898. 

Three  10-inch  carriages,  two  8inch  carriages,  and  six  12-inch  mortar 
carriages  have  been  received  and  mounted. 

Four  10  inch  and  two  8-inch  guns  have  been  received. 

Three  10-inch  and  two  8-inch  guns  have  been  mounted. 

The  fourth  10-inch  gun  is  on  the  breakwater,  where  it  will  be  left 
until  its  carriage  has  been  received. 
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Money  statement. 

Decembers,  1887.  allotted $1,700.00 

March  6, 1898,  allotted 4,100.00 

Jane  6, 1898,  allotted 3,500.00 

9, 800. 00 
June  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 6,363.57 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  nnezpended 2,936.43 

July  1,1898,  outstanding  liabUities.. 2,215.36 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 721. 07 

Mining  casemate  and  cable  gallery. — ^The  work  contemplated  was  the 
construction  of  mining  casemate  and  the  necessary  cable  gallery  simi- 
lar to  the  typical  form.  Estimated  cost  was  $10,000,  and  this  amount 
was  allotted  November  13, 1896. 

For  description  of  structure,  difficulties  met  with  in  foundation,  etc., 
see  Annual  Eeport  for  1897,  pages  705  and  706.  The  work  was  com- 
pleted in  December,  1897,  except  for  a  small  amount  of  fill  and  sodding. 
Funds  are  exhausted. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $4,801.16 

JnneSO,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4,762.73 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 38.43 

July  1, 1898,  outatanding  liabilities 28.40 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 10.03 

Purcluue  of  sites. — The  sites  referred  to  are  needed  for  modem  defen- 
sive works  contemplated  by  the  approved  project  for  the  defense  of  Key 
West.  The  first  is  a  rectangular  piece  of  ground  on  which  Martello 
Tower  No.  2  is  situated.  An  agreement  was  reached  with  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Livermore  estate  for  the  purchase  of  this  site  for  (4,600. 
This  amount  was  allotted  January  26, 1897,  from  the  fund  appropriated 
by  the  act  of  June  6, 1890.  One  hundred  dollars  for  incidental  exx)enses 
was  allotted  firom  the  same  appropriation  April  30, 1897.  The  land  has 
been  purchased. 

The  second  tract  of  land  is  a  rectangular  tract  on  which  Martello 
Tower  No.  1  is  located.  No  satisfactory  agreement  could  be  reached 
with  the  owners  of  this  site,  the  price  demanded  being  excessive. 
Accordingly,  proceedings  for  the  condemnation  of  the  land  were  insti- 
tuted by  theXJnited  States  district  attorney.  The  land  was  appraised 
by  viewers  appointed  by  the  United  States  circuit  court,  southern  dis- 
trict of  Florida,  at  119,750.  March  22, 1898, 119,800  was  allotted  for 
the  purchase  of  this  land  and  the  payment  of  incidental  expenses. 
Payment  was  made  May  31, 1898. 

Money  statement 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $4,892.95 

Maroh  22, 1898,  aUotted 19,800.00 

24, 492. 95 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 24, 364. 74 

Jnly  1, 1896,  balance  unexpended  and  arailable 128. 21 

Preservation  and  repair. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  available 
balance  was  13,726.98.  On  March  24, 1898,  ISOO  was  allotted  for  care 
of  torpedo  material;  on  March  25, 1898, 12,000  for,  rebuilding  of  two 
temxK)rary  platforms  for  15-inch  smooth-bore  gunA,  ttn^QL  o\i  l&aac^^^ 


724        REPORT   OP   THE   CHIEF   OP   ENGINEERfil,  U.  S.  ARMY. 

1898,  $3,650  was  allotted  for  constructing  platforms  for  three  8-inch 
converted  rifles  at  the  north  battery. 

Repairs  were  made  to  the  engineer  office  and  other  buildings  and  to 
the  fences,  the  grounds  were  cared,  for,  and  a  large  amount  of  property 
stored  at  the  fort  was  kept  in  good  condition. 

The  rebuilding  of  the  bridge  leading  from  Key  West  to  the  outwork 
of  the  fort  was  completed. 

The  two  unserviceable  platforms  for  15-inch  guns  were  torn  out  and 
replaced  by  temporary  platforms  of  timber  and  concrete,  and  the  car- 
riages and  guns  were  mounted. 

The  two  unserviceable  platforms  for  15-inch  smoothbore  guns  in  the 
north  battery  were  torn  out  and  the  guns,  still  mounted  on  the  carriages, 
moved  to  the  rear.  Three  platforms  for  8-inch  converted  rifles  were 
constructed  on  the  site  of  the  old  platforms.  These  platforms  are  of 
concrete  with  granite  pintle  blocks.  The  carriages  and  guns  were 
mounted. 

Money  statement. 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $3,726.98 

March  24, 1898,  aUotted 300.00 

March  25, 1898,  allotted 2,000.00 

March  26, 1898,  aUotted 3,650.00 

9, 676. 98 
Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year ^ . . .      8, 759. 49 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 917,49 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabUities 182.62 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 734.97 

Emplacements  for  two  12-%nch  breech-loading  rifles. — ^Under  date  of 
April  25  directions  were  received  to  construct  two  emplacements  for 
12-inch  breech-loading  rifles  on  barbette  nondisappearing  carriage. 
Forty  thousand  dollars  was  allotted  April  25  from  the  appropriation  for 
"National  Defense/'  act  of  March  9, 1898. 

Investigations  have  been  made  to  determine  the  character  of  the 
foundation  of  the  old  fort.  A  portion  of  the  plant  required  has  been 
ordered,  viz,  steam  pump,  drill  complete,  mixer,  stone  crusher,  and 
hoisting  engine.  The  work  of  tearing  down  that  part  of  the  old  fort 
which  is  in  the  way  of  the  new  construction  has  been  begun. 

Money  statement 

April  25, 1898,  aUotted $40,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 675. 35 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 39,324.65 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  UabilitieB 8^889.25 

July  1, 1888,  balance  available « 30,435.40 

Two  rapid-fire  gun  emplacements^  Key  West^  Fla, — Under  date  of 
March  19, 1898,  directions  were  received  to  prepare  to  mount  at  the 
earliest  practicable  date  two  4.7-inch  rapid-flre  guns.  Six  thousand 
dollars  was  allotted  April  6, 1898,  and  14,000  April  13, 1898,  all  from 
the  appropriation  for  <<  National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898. 

As  it  was  found  impossible  to  secure  at  once  the  necessary  sand  and 
broken  stone  for  permanent  emplacements,  two  temporary  platforms 
were  built,  and  the  guns  mounted  as  soon  as  they  arrived.  A  small 
amount  of  materials,  viz,  Portland  cement,  broken  brick,  and  coral 
sand,  has  been  collected  at  the  site  of  the  work.  One  gun-base  form 
has  been  erected,  and  plant  for  placing  concrete^  viz^  overhead  trolley 
with  engiuey  has  been  set  up. 
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Money  statement, 

AprU  6. 1898,  allotted $6,000.00 

April  13, 1898,  allotted 4,000.00 

10, 000. 00 
June  30, 1898,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 2, 564. 96 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 7,435.04 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding Uabilities 109.92 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 7,325.12 

Planting  torpedoes^  Key  Westy  Fla.^On  June  20,  1898,  15,000  was 
allotted,  and  on  Jane  30, 1898,  $8,000;  both  amounts  from  the  appro- 
priation for  "  Torpedoes  for  Harbor  Defense,  January  1, 1899,"  act  of 
May  4, 1898.  These  funds  were  allotted  for  the  parx>ose  of  continuing 
the  submarine  defense  of  this  harbor  begun  under  appropriation  for 
"  National  Defense." 

Details  of  work  done  will  be  found  in  the  subjoined  report  for  torpedo 
defense  for  Key  West,  <<  National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898. 

Money  statement 

June 20, 1898,  allotted $6,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  aUotted 8,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 13,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding liabilitiee 3,923.90 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 9,076.10 

Torpedo  defense  for  Key  Westj  Fla, — Two  thousand  dollars  was  allotted 
March  18, 12,000  April  22,  and  15,000  May  27, 1898;  all  from  appro- 
priation for  <<  National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898. 

Single  and  multiple  cable,  mines  and  plugs,  buoys,  and  other  materials 
have  been  received. 

A  30-inch  search  light  with  boiler  and  generating  set  have  been 
received  and  set  up;  the  light  is  in  operation  nightly.  The  mine  field 
has  been  patrolled. 

Money  statement 

March  18, 1898,  allotted $2,000.00 

AprU 22, 1898,  allotted 2,000.00 

May  27, 1898,  allotted 6,000.00 

9,000.00 
Jane  30^  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 9,000,00 


4  O. 

DEFENSES  OP  PENSACOLA,  PLORTOA. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  Frederick  A.  Mahan,  Corps  of  Engineers; 
assistant,  Lieut.  James  P.  Jervey,  Corps  of  Engineers;  Division  Engi- 
neer, Brig.  Gen.  Peter  C.  Hains,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Colonel,  Corps  of 
Engineers. 

Battery  for  four  lO-ineh  guns  on  disappearing  oa/rria^es. — Details  of 
this  battery  are  given  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897. 
All  the  concrete  for  this  battery  was  finished  during  the  fiscal  year 
1897. 
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Work  daring  the  year  1898  was  applied  to  installing  the  electric  light 
plant,  ammunition  conveyors,  cranes,  and  hoists,  to  patting  in  the 
sewerage  system,  to  covering  the  sand  slopes  with  muck,  and  to  mount- 
ing the  guns. 

Emplacements  1, 2,  and  3  were  transferred  to  the  artillery  arm  of  the 
service  by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  dated  February  24, 1898. 
The  fourth  emplacement  was  transferred  by  authority  dated  June  19, 
1898,  thus  placing  the  entire  battery  in  charge  of  its  final  custodians. 

The  cost  of  this  work  for  the  year  is  given  in  the  following  statement: 

CoaiofitmM. 


GlMsiflcation. 


Conveyors  (750  feet) 

Cranes  (14) 

Hoist  (2) 

Sewerage  system 

Mock  on  slopes 

Mounting  guns  (4^ 

Setting  traverse  circles  and  base  rings. 

Concrete  aprons 

Manholes , 

Superintendence 

Holidays 

Boadrear  of  battery 

Water  supply 

Ballroad 

Fuel 

Tools  and  nonexpendable  articles 

Boats  and  lighters 

Mileage 

Advertising  and  printing 

General  purposes... 

Sundries 

Operating  mail  boat 

Waterproofing 

Lighting  plant 

SuDsistenoe 

Platforms 

Doors 


Total. 


Labor. 


$436.04 
164.68 
170.06 


827.28 
8,001.98 
1,088.36 
368.85 
176. 12 
318. 31 
820. 35 
446.41 


224.43 


72.65 
151.60 


154.83 


8,011.83 


MateriaL 


$2,826.00 

660.00 

940.00 

627.50 

27.75 

215.41 

2.25 

460.00 

4.05 


5.40 

11.02 

38.50 

13.50 

415.87 

150.16 

54.83 

23.60 

135.61 


700.00 
8,933.35 

00.63 
263.52 

25.22 


11^004.97 


Total. 


$2,762.04 

824.68 

1,110.05 

627.50 

855.03 

8,307.39 

1,090.60 

818.85 

181.07 

818. 81 

320.35 

446.41 

5.40 

11.92 

88.50 

13.50 

640.30 

159. 16 

54.83 

23.60 

208.26 

151.50 

700.00 

4,087.68 

60.63 

263.52 

25.22 


19,106.80 


Battery  far  eight  12-in6h  mortars. — ^The  report  of  Lieutenant  Jervey 
on  the  cost  aud  methods  of  work  of  this  battery  is  so  interesting  that 
the  ibUowing  extract  from  it  is  given. 


EXTRACT  FBOM  REPORT  OF  FIRST  IJEUT.  JAMBS   P.  JERVBT,  CORPS  OF  SNGINXBRS. 

Plans  and  estimatee  were  sabmitted  on  May  21, 1897.  These  were  disapproved. 
Revised  plans  and  estimates  were  snbmitted  on  July  12, 1897,  and  approvea  Angost 
6, 1898,  the  sum  of  $121,000  being  allotted  for  the  work. 

Work  on  the  railroad  had  been  already  started.  This  work  was  pushed  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  and  on  its  completion  the  sand  filUng  for  the  foundations  of  the  battery 
and  the  erection  of  plant  were  begun. 

The  progress  of  the  work  was  seriously  delayed  by  the  appearance  of  yellow  fever 
in  September.  The  bids  received  for  the  delivery  of  matmal  were  so  high  that  aU 
were  rejected,  except  those  for  natural  cement  and  the  electric  plant.  New  bids 
were  asked.  No  Portland  cement,  which  was  required  for  the  foundations,  was 
received  until  the  middle  of  February. 

Concreting  was  started  on  February  18,  and  practically  completed  on  May  81,  dur- 
ing which  time  9,700  yards  of  concrete  were  laid.  The  actual  number  of  days  of 
work  was  70.    This  gave  an  average  of  138.5  cubic  yards  per  day. 

Construction  details:  The  mortar  platforms  start  at  reference  (4.0)  and  on  wet 
sand.  This  sand  seemed  unstable  and  to  have  no  bearing  power.  A  retaining  wall 
was  built  around  the  pits  to  prevent  the  sand  spreading  laterally;  it  seems  to  have 
been  successful.    This  was  the  only  difficulty  encountered. 

Plant:  The  raw  materials  were  stored  in  bins  under  which  ran  a  double  track. 
The  proper  charges,  dumped  into  ixou  ooucrete  ears,  were  hauled  up  an  incline  ovor 
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the  mixers  by  a  wire  rope  hanlage  plant  which  was  improvised  on  the  work.  Two 
cubical  mixers  were  nsed.  The  concrete  was  dumped  from  the  mixers  into  tubs 
resting  on  flat  cars  and  hauled  by  mnles  under  a  traveling  Lidgerwood  cableway. 
The  maximum  day's  work  was  25o  charges. 

Waterproofing:'  In  waterproofing  the  magazines  an  experiment  was  tried  which, 
so  far,  seems  to  nave  justified  the  expense.  Starting  at  the  ceiling  a  layer  of  rich 
Portland  concrete  was  placed,  mixed  very  dry  and  tamped  with  the  greatest  care. 
On  this  was  laid  a  coat  of  mastic.  On  the  hot  mastic  was  placed  a  layer  of  asphalt 
felt.  Then  another  layer  of  mastic,  followed  by  a  second  layer  of  felt,  breaking 
joints  with  the  first,  and  finally  a  tnird  layer  of  mastic.  The  interior  waterproof 
layer  thus  formed  drains  off  the  moisture  into  the  air  spaces  around  the  magazines; 
thence  it  passes  away  through  the  sand. 

Revetment  around  pits :  This  revetment  was  easilv  and  smoothly  laid  by  molding  it 
in  place  in  sections  about  4  feet  long  and  2  feet  high.  The  sections  in  each  layer  are 
arranged  to  break  joints.  This  revetment  is  arched  in  rear  and  supported  by  slight 
piers,  80  there  will  be  no  cracking  flrom  settlement  of  sand. 

Comfortable,  well-ventilated  guardrooms,  with  fireplaces,  electric  lights  for  the 
mortar  pits  and  magazines,  latnnes,  and  communication  by  speaking  tube  or  tele- 
phone from  all  points  of  the  battery  are  provided. 

Condition  of  battery  on  June  30:  All  the  mass  of  the  concrete  work  is  done.  All 
base  rings  are  set  and  all  the  racers  are  in  position.  Three  carriages  are  completely 
mounted,  and  the  other  five  are  well  under  wa^y^.  Twelve  thousand  cubic  yards  of 
sand  filling  is  in  place.  Work  on  the  installation  of  the  electric  plant,  ammunition 
conveyors,  and  constrootion  of  doors  has  been  started* 

DBTAIL8  OV  G081 

1.  Plant. 


Water  supply $786.41 

Railroad 7, 271.39 

Locomotive  and  engines ......  487. 64 

Boats  and  lighters 417. 71 

Storage  bins 3,021.86 

Mixer 1,498.82 

Cableway 5,643.93 


Derricks $175. 08 

Cars,  etc 216.31 

General  maintenance  and  re- 
pair   825.83 


Total 20,344.97 


The  cableway  was  costly,  but  it  has  paid  for  itself,  as  will  be  shown. 
A  total  of  9,000  feet  of  track  was  laid. 

2.  Form9  far  oonereU, 

Labor  framing $3,491.34 

Removing 421.17 

Lumber 1,579.48 

NaUs 70.52 


Total. ..ji 6,562.61 

Average  cost  of  framinef  per  thousand,  $22.52.  Average  cost  of  nails  per  thousand, 
47  cents.  Average  number  of  hours  for  framing  1,0CS  feet  B.  M.,  100.  Average 
cost  per  thousana  removing  forms,  $2.81.  Average  hours  of  labor  to  remove  l,06o 
feet  B.  M.,  16. 

8.  Coat  of  oonorete  material  stored  at  mibcer. 


ClMS. 


Pebbles enbio  yards.. 

Sandom  stone short  tons.. 

Boeendale  cement borreLi.. 

Portland  cement do.... 

Sand cubic  yarda.. 


Totel. 


Qnaatity. 


7.000 
1,828 
8,477 
4.684 
2.000 


Unitooet. 


$2.68 

1.21 
l.OU 
2.158 
.499 


Total  cost. 


$17,708.76 

2,224.64 

8,816.18 

10.008.00 

999.73 


89,847.26 


4.  Sand  filling. 

Band  filling  up  to  June  1  was  for  the  foundations  of  the  battery,  and  amounted  to 
8,000yards.  The  total  cost,  includinffspreading,  wetting,  andramming.  was  $1,879.38, 
or  62.6  cents  per  cubic  yard.    From  Juno  1  to  J  une  23, 7,000  cubic  yards  of  aOkSid  b&H^^ 
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been  placed  in  the  parapet,  at  a  cost  of  approximately  20  cents  per  cnbic  yard.  This 
figure  will  be  reduced  when  the  work  is  completed.  Even  at  this  figure  tiiere  would 
be  a  saving  of  10  cents  per  yard  as  compared  with  the  10-inoh  battery,  or  a  total  of 
$6;000,  which  wo  aid  more  than  pay  for  the  oonveyoTi  which  ooat^  originally,  $5,643.93. 

5.  Steel  hetuM. 

The  total  cost  in  place  was  $1,800.96.    The  labor  of  placing  them  cost  $64.32,  or 
one- half  cent  per  poaud. 

6.  Waterproofing  magoHnet, 

Labor $276.46 

Material 730.00 

Total 1,006.46 

Average  cost  per  sqnare  foot,  66.4  cents. 

7.  Eleetrio  pUmt, 

Contracts  have  been  made  for  a  plant  of  30  kilowatts  capacity.    Battle  lanterns 
and  firiug  apparatus  have  been  provided.    Telephones  have  also  been  provided. 
Total  expenditures,  $347. 86. 

8.  Miseellaneoue  operating  expeneei. 


Holidays $666.75 

Fuel 1,184.47 

TooIh  and  nont^xpendable  arti- 
cles   934.42 

Office  and  buildings 1,082.93 

Mileage 258.14 

Advertising 95.40 

Lighting  expenses 178.29 

Sundries 815.88 

Testing  cement 107.56 

Subsistence 924.01 


Telegrams $12.15 

Draft  animals 457.60 

Material 532.39 

Superintendence,  clerical,  etc .  6, 546. 90 

Fender  piles  on  wharf 136. 79 

Temporary  wharf 149.25 

Operating  mai  1  boat 625. 79 

Sundry    transportation     ex- 
penses ... 80.10 

Total 14^788.82 


9.  Labor  mixing  concrete. 


Miring 

Snppl.vinfc  cement 
SiipplyiD|(8Jind... 
Snpplyiiig  pebblee 
Supplying  water. . 

Total 


OMiper 
yard. 


.366 


Total  ooai. 


10.096 

6881. 6S 

.031 

282.28 

.043 

8SV.08 

.066 

665.30 

.020 

185.43 

S.S3S.82 


10.  Labor  depoiiting  eonorete. 

Concrete  proper $4,000.11 

Random  stone 353.39 

Total 4,353.50 

This  gives  44  cents  per  cubic  yard  for  concrete  and  19  cents  per  ton  for  stone.  The 
total  labor  for  mixing  and  placing  would  be,  therefore,  69.8  cents  per  cubic  yard,  as 
compared  with  $1.04  on  lO-inch  gnn  battery.  In  placing  concrete  the  use  of  the 
cable  way  has  resulted  in  a  saving  of  18  cents  per  yard,  or  a  total  of  $1,620.  The 
cost  of  mixing  at  the  mortar  battery  was  25  8  cents  per  cubic  yard,  as  compared  with 
43  cents  at  the  lO-inch  battery,  or  a  saving  of  17.2  cents  per  cubic  yard,  which  would 
give  a  total  saving  on  9,000  cnbic  yards  of  $1,548.  The  ooneretemixioff  plant  at  the 
mortar  battery  cost  $477.71  more  than  the  plant  at  the  gun  batteiry,  so  Uie  net  aaylog 
of  the  imprs  ved  plant  was  $1,070.29, 
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11.  Miscellaneous  ilems  in  battery. 

Brick  for gaard  rooms. ;^ $50.00 

Sewerage 607.75 

Boors  for  magazines 153.95 

Ammnnition  coDveyors  (700  feet  of  track,  8  trolleys  and  blocks) 852. 22 

Monnting  mortar  carriages 970.62 

Bolts  and  traverse  circles 748.94 

Speaking  tubes 3.00 

Total 3,386.48 

Mounting  mortar  carria<res  includes  loading  on  cars  at  wbarf^  transporting  to 
battery,  and  unloading  eight  carriages.    The  labor  was  $912.62  and  material  $58.' 

The  labor  of  placing  and  leveling  eight  traverse  circles  was  $110.31.  Bolts  and 
wedges  cost  $638.64. 

12.  Cost  of  conoreteper  oMo  yard,  in  plaee. 

a,  Kosendale  concrete: 

24  cubic  feet  pebbles $2.25 

10  cubic  feet  sand 148 

li  barrels  cement 1.566 

Supplying  pebbles  to  mixer 066 

Supplying  sand  to  mixer ^ 043 

Supplying  cement  to  mixer • 031 

Supplying  water  to  mixer 020 

Mixing 098 

Placing 440 

Forms 573 

Total 5.235 

h,  Portland  concrete : 

All  items  would  be  the  same  as  for  Rosondale,  except  cement,  which  would  be 
$3,234,  making  the  cost  per  cubic  yard  $6,903. 

13.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  cost  of  maintenance  and  repairs.  The 
separate  items  are,  however,  already  included  under  the  proper  classification,  so  the 
item  ''Maintenance  and  repairs ''  will  not  appear  in  the  summary. 

Material : 

Locomotives $123.20 

Cars 172.64 

Derricks 8.60 

Sundries 17.70 

Cable  way 22.18 

$344.27 

Labor 2,447.57 

Total 2,791.84 

14.  Comparative  costs. 


PUmt 

Material  for  1  yard  of  Roeendale  concrete 
Hateriol  for  1  yard  of  Portland  concrete  . 

Supplying  cement,  per  cubic  yard 

Supplying  pebbles,  per  cubic  yard 

8ni>pl3riDg  broken  stone,  per  cubic  yard... 

Supplying  sand,  per  cubic  yard 

Supplying  water,  per  cubic  yard 

Mixing  concrete,  per  cubic  yard 

Placing  concrete,  per  cubic  yard 

Forms  for  concrete,  per  cubic  yard 


lO-inch 

Mortar 

battery. 

battery. 

$30,810.25 

$20,344.97 

5.10 

8.90 

6.06 

6.02 

.08 

.031 

.06 

.060 

.08 

.03 

.048 

.01 

.020 

.17 

.098 

.02 

.440 

.71 

.573 

To  make  the  domparison  jnst,  the  fact  must  be  considered  that  each  yard  of  con- 
crete at  the  mortar  battery  contained  24  cubic  feet  of  pebbles,  10  cubic  feet  of  sand, 
and  li  barrels  of  cement.  At  the  10-inch  gnn  battery  the  corresponding  quantities 
were  15  cabio  feet  of  pebbles,  5  cubic  feet  of  sand,  and  li  barrels  of  cement. 

The  mortar  battery  had  also  the  advantage  of  a  large  amount  of  plant  for  whioh 
iha  lO-inoh  gnn  battery  had  paid. 
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15.  Summarit. 


Plant $20,344.97 

Forms 5,562.61 

Material  for  concrete 39, 847. 26 

Band  filling 1,879.38 

Steel  beams 1,800.96 

Waterproofing 1,006.46 

MiscelianeonB  operating    ex- 
penses    14,788.82 


Electric  plant 347.86 

Mixing  concrete $2,333.92 

Placing  concrete 4,353.50 

Miscellaneons  items  in  battery  3, 386. 48 

Sondry  items 1,731.62 

Total 97,383.74 


In  conclnding,  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  valnable  and  willing  serYices  of  the 
force  of  superintendents,  office  force,  and  master  laborers. 

It  is  but  justice  to  Lieutenant  Jervey  to  say  that  although  his  meth- 
ods of  carrying  on  the  work  at  this  battery  were  submitted  for  approval, 
they  were  designed  and  carried  out  solely  by  himself^ 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $22,780.01 

June 30, 1898,  amount  allotted  daring  fiscal  year 119,700.00 

142, 480. 01 
Jnne  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 117,710.87 

Jane  SO,  1898,  balance  unexpended 24,769.14 

Jane30, 1898,  outstanding  riabilities $7,383.58 

June  30,  1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contract 7, 638. 03 

15,021.61 


July  1, 1898,  balance  available 9,747.53 

Abstract  of  hids  reeeived  and  opened  hjf  Mai,  F,  A,  Mahan.  Corps  of  Engineers,  United 
States  Army,  on  September  St,  1897,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  material  for  mortar 
battery. 


Ka 

Name  of  bidder  and  post-of&oe 
addreas. 

Class  A. 
Portland 
oement. 

Class  B, 
natural 
cement. 

Class  C,  broken 
stone. 

Class  D, 
pebbles. 

Class  E, 
fertile 
earth. 

Grano- 
lithic. 

1 

Bond,  Harrison  ic  Co.,  Savannah, 
Ga 

Per 

barreL 

a$2.2S 
02.40 

Per 

barrel. 

ML  10 

*d.06 

S.00 

/.02 

Pwreuhie 
yard. 

$8.20 

Per  cubic 
yard. 

$8.50 

Per  cubic 
yard. 

Pereabie 
yard. 

2 

Lawrencevflle  Cement  Co.,  New 

8 

New  York  and  Rosendale  Cement 
Co..  New  York.  N.  Y 

4 

Western  Cement  Co.,  Lonisvillek 
Ky 

6 

M.  P.  Palms.  Pensacola.  ^a 

1.70 
2.55 
2.10 

8.76 
2.78 
2.08 

•{ 

Fred.    F.    Visscher.lBeinilar    ... 

L45 

Montgomery,  Ala./A.lternative. 
Cbas.  GT  Smith  Sl  Son,  Washing- 
ton. D.  C -. 

.85 

7 

ai9 

8.10 

10{ 

Simmons  &  liayrant.  \  Regular  .... 

.88 

ChArleston,  S.  C.    /Alternative. 

Name  of  bidder  and  pott-offloe 
address. 

Class  F,  steel  beams. 

Glass  G,  steel  aii- 
choragie  bolta.^ 

No. 

Steel 
I-beams. 

Steel 
T-beams. 

Standard 

oonnec- 

tion  and 

angles  for 

8-inch 

I-beams. 

Bolts. 

Cast-iron 
washers. 

Glass  1, 
bronxe 

8 

Thompson  C.  GUI  St  Co.,  FUladel- 
ph^Pa 

Per  lb. 
$0.0424 

Per  lb. 
$0.0424 

Per  lb. 

$0.0424 

Per  lb. 
$0,0400 

Per  lb. 
#0.0898 

Per  lb. 

$0.32 

^Paragon.       dNewark.       e'Enioketbookvc.      d'OnaAVL.      «Hadsoa  Rirer.      /LoulsTillew 
g  Glass  H,  trolleys  and  xaSl-,  iko  ^xopoaaX  t^«>V9«^.  ^  kxMi^^ied. 
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JAtlnH  of  Ui$  tweleed  and  opentd  by  Maj.  F.  J.  Mttha*.  Corpt  of  E»gint«r»,  Vniltd 
Slant  Armt,  ow  SepUmhor  tt,  1897,  for  fumUhing  and  dtlivtrk^  material  for  mortar 
^a»rji — CODtinned. 


Nmms  of  bidder  and  pott- 


Qoooral  Ktoctrta  Ca^  At- 


Clu*  S,  etectrlo  plut. 


Olaaa  E,  plumbing  snppIlM. 


CB..M««7Dtk.M.r 

W«teni  Cnnent  Co ..  Lonls- 

iUl«,Kj 

U.  P.  PaJiDii,  PeuMolm.  71a . 


Chu.  Q.  Smltb  II  Son.  WMh' 

ThDtnpwm  C  GUI  ft  Go, 
Phlluielpbl»,FB.. 

ISimmoni  A) 
If  AytKUt.llteKiilkr  .... 


\w.ltA 
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Abstract  of  bids  received  and  opened  by  Maj.  F.  A,  Mahanf  Corps  of  Engineers,  United 
States  Army  on  September  g£,  1897,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  material  for  mortar 
battery — Oontinaed. 


No. 

Name  of  bidder  and  peat- 
offloeaddroM. 

Total  of  respective  bids,  diasses 

Points  of  delivery  and 

I 

J 

K 

Total. 

remarks. 

1 

Bond,  Harrison  A  Co.,  Sa- 
vannah, Ga. 

LawrencoTille  Cement  Ck>., 
New  York.  N.  Y. 

N.  Y.  and  Roeendale  Cement 
Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Western  Cement  Co.,  Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

li.  P.  Palms,  Pensacola,  Fla . 

fFred.  F.  Yis-^Beiralar  .... 

$32,987.60 

16,705.00 

9,408.00 

8,740.00 

7,310.00 

15,815.00 

11,680.00 
30,251.86 

6,462.46 

/  5, 803. 32 
\  6,474.00 

14,924.00 
8,944.00 

Point  of  delivery  not  stated. 
Delivered  at  wharf  at  site. 

2 

3 

Delivered  at  wharf  at  site. 

4 

Delivered  at  railroad  depot. 

5 

Pensacola.  Fla. 
No  point  of  delivery  stated. 

Bidder's  bond  not  signed. 
Delivered  at  wharf  at  site. 

6 

<    scher,  Mont- 
[    gomery,  A  la.  j  Alternative . 
Chas.G.  Smith  &Son.,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 
Thompson  C.  Oill  Sc  Co., 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
General  Electric  Co.,  At- 

Unta,  Ga. 
rSimmons  &1Reffalar  .... 

Delivered  at  Pensacola,  Fla. 

7 

Deliv«ed  at  wharf  at  site. 

R 

$128 

{ 

$1,100 

Deliyered  at  Pensacola,  Fla. 

9 

$5. 803. 32 
6,474.00 

(a  Delivered  at  Pensacola,  Fla. 
\b  In  place. 

Delivered  f.   o.  b.   lighters, 

wharf  at  site. 
Delivered  f.  o.  b.  ears  at  Pen- 

10 

1    Mayrant,! 

]    Charle s t o n,  (Alternative . 

I    8-C.              J 

sacola,  Fla. 

a  Regular.  b  Alternative. 

Abstract  of  contracts  in  force. 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


LawrenceviUe  Cement  Co., 
New  York,  N.  Y.  a 

General  Electric  Co.,  Sche- 
nectady, N.  Y.  b 


Character  of  work. 


9,500  barrels  American  nat- 
ural cement 
Electric  plant 


Date  of  ap- 
proval. 


Nov.  22, 1897 
Jan.  13,1898 


Work  begun. 


Dec    1,1807 


Expires. 


Jan.   15.1898 
Mar.    1, 1896 


a  In  force  pending  settlement  for  broken  and  damaged  barrels. 
Mn  force  pending  completion  of  battery. 

NATIONAL  DBFENSIU 

Telegraphic  instractions  for  bailding  a  battery  for  two  12-iiich  guns 
and  one  for  two  8-inch  guns  were  received  on  March  18, 1898. 

Machinery  and  materials  were  ordered  at  once  by  telegraph,  and 
work  was  begun  as  soon  as  possible. 

Instructions  by  letter  for  the  construction  of  a  battery  for  two 
4.7-inch  rapid-tire  guns  were  received  on  March  21, 1898. 

The  condition  of  the  work  on  June  30,  1898,  on  the  12-inch  and 
rapid-fire  batteries  was  as  follows: 

Twelve  inch  gun  battery. — All  the  concrete  work  is  done  in  the  right 
(first)  emplacement,  and  all  the  forms  have  been  removed.  The  gun 
platform  and  all  the  foundations  of  the  left  (second)  emplacement  are 
finished.  The  forms  for  the  concrete  are  all  up.  The  derricks  have  beeft 
removed  from  the  first  emplacement  to  positions  where  they  can  handle 
best  the  concrete  for  the  second. 

Battery  for  two  4.7-inch  R.  F.  ^t*n«.— This  work  is  finished. 

The  items  of  cost  stated  in  Lieutenant  Jervey's  report  are  incomplete, 
as  is  to  be  expected  from  unfinished  work.  Enough  is  given,  however, 
to  show  that  the  work  which  he  has  done  has  been  carried  on  most  eco- 
nomically, especially  in  view  of  the  necessarily  extra  cost  of  work  done 
in  a  hurry,  and  confusion  resulting  from  trying  to  handle  materials  for 
three  batteries,  all  at  the  same  tlme^  in  a  space  barely  large  enough  to 
move  economically  those  for  oii^\>fiAXA^rj« 
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This  work  woald  not  have  been  done  as  it  has  been,  except  for  the 
intelligent  direction  and  the  constant,  careful  attention  which  it  received 
from  Lieutenant  Jervey,  whom  the  officer  in  charge  commends  highly. 

SXTRACT  FBOM  REPORT  OF  FIRST  LIBOT.   JAMBS  P.    JBRVBY,   CORPS  OF  ENGINE KRS. 

Fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  oonstmction  of  battery  for  12-inoh  gnus  on  dis- 
appearing oarriages,  and  $6,000  for  construction  of  battery  for  two  4.7-inch  Nordeu- 
feldt  guns,  were  allotted  from  the  appropriation  for  "National  Defense/'  act  of 
March  9,  1898. 

Instsnotions  were  received  on  March  18, 1898,  to  commence  work.  As  the  work  at 
the  mortar  battery  was  not  completed,  a  complete  new  plant  was  necessary.  Work 
has  been  carried  on  as  rapidly  as  possible,  the  only  diffloalty  encountered  being  the 
scarcity  of  labor. 

Construction  methods:  In  bnilding  the  rapid-fire  battery,  as  the  amount  of  work 
was  small,  the  concrete  was  mixed  by  hand  and  placed  by  wheelbarrows. 

On  the  12-iuch  battery,  a  cubical  mixer  of  one  cubic  yard  capacity  was  used.  The 
dry  material  is  measured  in  small  handcarts,  dumped  into  a  tub,  raised  over  the 
mixer  by  a  derrick,  mixed,  dumped  into  a  tub  resting  on  a  flat  car,  run  out  under 
derricks  on  the  work,  and  placed  in  position  without  rehandling.  The  placing  is 
accomplished  cheaply  and  quickly  by  usin^  the  system  of  running  lines  on  the  der- 
ricks as  suggested  by  you — that  is,  two  hoisting  lines  are  placed  on  each  derrick,  so 
that  the  bucket  of  concrete  can  be  dumped  anywhere  in  the  area  covered  by  the 
derrick.    Material  is  stored  in  the  vioini tv  of  the  mixer  by  two  derricks. 

Results:  The  rapid-fire  battery  is  complete  and  the  guns  are  mounted.  Both  ^un 
platforms  in  the  12-inch  battery  are  finished,  and  in  emplacement  No.  1  the  loading 
platform  is  completed.  All  concrete  work  on  emplacement  No.  1  is  completed.  The 
foundations  and  paving  in  emplacement  No.  2  are  finished.  A  total  of  6,200  cubic 
yards  of  concrete  has  l^n  laid,  up  to  and  including  June  SO,  1898. 

Two  thousand  yards  of  sand  filling  in  the  rapid-fire  battery  and  1,000  in  the  12-inch 
battery  are  in  place. 

On  acconnt  of  the  hurried  nature  of  the  work  the  report  of  costs  of  items  is  not 
as  complete  as  conld  be  desired. 

The  following  summaries  show  distribution  of  labor  and  costs  of  various  materials 
to  May  31, 1898: 

Cla»$  of  lobar. 


Maintenan  oe  and  repairs 

Lights  and  condensing  plant. 

Placing  hoisting  engines 

Blacksmith  work 

Receiving  wood 

Receiving  gravel 

Receiving  sand 

Receiving  lumber , 

Receiving  cement 

Sand  filling 

Concreting 

Placing  beams 

storing  sundries , 

Supplying  cement  to  mixer . . 
Supplying  pebbles  to  mixer  .. 
Supplying  sand  to  mixer  . .... 


$182.00 
931.00 

75.00 
268.75 
150.00 
963.00 
814. 75 
264.50 
1, 425. 50 
731.50 
4, 018. 00 

32.50 

10.50 
105.00 
200.00 

55.00 


Policing 

Water  tanks 

Moving  rapid-fire  guns 

Handling  boilers  lor  McRee. .. 

Mixing  concrete 

Leveling  and  clearing  site 

Building  and  removing  forms. 

Erecting  derricks 

Buildings  and  tents 

Overseers,  clerks,  timekeepers, 
electrician,  enginenien,  mas- 
ter laborers,  watchmen,  cook, 
and  waiters 


$50.00 
128.25 
129.00 
15.00 
160.00 
250.00 
1, 237. 62 
204.50 
306.05 


2,500.00 


Total 15,207.42 


Total  labor  on  each  work. 

Rapid-fire  battery $2,557.50 

12-inch  battery 12,649.92 

Total 15,207.42 

Ex^pmdiinres  for  material,  etc. 


Office  outfit 

Montgomery  office 

Telegrams 

Traveling  expenses 

Electrical  supplies 

2,000  vards  of  gravel 

4,000  barrels  Portland  cement. 

Sundries 

Lumber  (155,861  feet) 


$73.27 

250.00 

17.59 

57.35 

720.14 

3,400.00 

10, 316. 00 

813. 49 

1, 910. 66 


Plant $4,879.09 


Pipe  and  fittings 
Iron,  steel,  and  nuts 

Nails  (55  kegs) 

Provisions 

Oils,  waste,  pomade. 
Towing 


460.99 
135. 18 
117. 80 
907.45 
60.48 
817. 72 


Total TA.,^*^.'^. 
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Total  expendiiwrw  for  material  on  each  work. 

12-moh  battery $20,718.19 

4.7-inch  battery 4,218.02 

Total 24,936.21 

LiaHUtiet. 


Lamber $3,378.72 

MisoeUaneons  supplies 1,587.83 

Provisions 867.97 

Castings 48.70 

Maintenance  and  repairs  ....  159. 70 

Meat 164.62 

Car  wheels 260.02 

Hoisting  tubs 60.00 

Coal 30.20 

Delivery  of  material 1, 157. 70 


Condenser $48.99 

Electrical  supplies 889. 18 

Wood 192.90 

Telegrams 24.52 

Steel  beams 2, 122. 14 

Cement  (7,809  barrels) 9, 849. 45 

Gravel  (2,000  yards) 3,400.00 


Total 24,242.64 


Coat  of  itenu. 


Plant: 

Labor $728.80 

Material 6,340.08 

Liabilities 817.71 

Towing 817.72 

Total 7,704.31 


Lumber: 

Firstoost $1,910.66 

Labor  unloading 264. 50 

Liabilities 3,378.72 

Total 5,553.88 

Total  reoeived,  400,000  feet  B.M.;  av- 
erage cost  delivered,  $13.88  per  M. 
Cement: 

First  cost $10,315.00 

Labor  unloading 1, 425. 50 

Liabilities 9,849.45 

Total 21,589.95 

Total  received,  11,809  barrels;  average 
cost  delivered,  $1.83  per  barrel. 
Pebbles  * 

First  cost $3, 400.00 

Labor  unloading 963. 00 

Liabilities : 4,557.70 

Total 8,920.70 

Total  received,  4,000  yards;   average 
cost  per  yard,  $2.25. 

Band:  Labor $814.75 

Total  stored,  2,000  cubic  yards;  aver- 
age cost  per  yard,  40.7  cents. 

Sand  filling:  Labor $731.50 

Amount  placed,  3,000  cubic  yards;  av- 
erage cost  per  yard,  24.4  cents. 
Supplying  material  to  mixer: 

Labor $360.00 

Total  number  of  yards  mixed,  2,000; 
average  cost  per  yard,  18  cents. 
Placing  concrete : 

2,000  yards  at  12-inch  bat- 
tery     $2,321.00 

1,000  yards  at  4.7-inch  bat- 
tery       1,697.00 

Including     all     labor, 
mixing,  and  framing.     i,01&.QQ 


Average  cost  per  yard,  12- inch  battery, 
$1.16;  average  cost  per  yard,  rapid-fire 
battery,  $1.69. 
Mixing  concrete  by  machinery : 

Labor $160.00 

Total  mixed,  2,000  yards;  average  cost 
per  yard,  8  cents. 
Building  forms: 

Labor $1,237.62 

Forms  for  4,000  yards ;  average  cost  per 
yard^  30.9  cents. 
Placing  roof  beams : 

Labor $32.50 

Liabilities 2,122.14 

Total 2,154.64 


Maintenance  and  repair : 
Repairs  to  locomotive. 

Blacksmi  thing 

Repair  of  tracks 

Repair  to  cars,  etc . . . . 

Liabilities 

Material 


$76.50 

-268.75 

75.00 

30.50 

159.70 

948.67 


Total 1,559.12 


Lights  and  condensing  appa- 
ratus : 

Labor $931.00 

Material 720.14 

Liabilities 889.18 


Total 2,540.32 


Receiving  ftiel: 

Labor 

Liabilities  (wood) 
Liabilities  (coal)., 


$150.00 

192.90 

30.20 


Total 


373.10 


Subsistence: 
Provisions 


$907.45 


Liabilities 1,032.59 

Total 1,940.04 
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Sondry  labor  items : 

Storing  sundries $10.50 

Policing 50.00 

Moving  4.7-inch  guns ....  129. 00 

Leveling  sites 250.00 

Snperintendenoe 2, 500. 00 


TotHl 2,939.50 


Sundiy  expenditures : 

Office  expenses $S23.27 

Telegrams 17.59 

Traveling  expenses 57. 35 

Nails 117.80 

Oil,  waste,  eto 60.48 


Total 


576.49 


Snnd^  liabilities : 

Miscellaneous  supplies ...  $1, 187. 83 
Telegrams 24.52 


Total 1,212.86 


Averase  estimate  of  cost  of  1 
yara  of  concrete  in  place, 
12-incb  battery : 
24  feet  of  mravel .--- 

$2.00 

11  barrels  cement 

2.76 

10  feet  sand 

.15 

Forms,  labor 

Material  (lumber) .... 

•  •  • 

.809 
.350 

Nails 

Supplying    material 
mixer .............. 

•  •  • 

to 

.015 
.18 

Mixing  concrete 

Placing  concrete 

... 

.08 
1.16 

Total 


6.994 


Estimate  of  average  cost  of  1 
yard  of  concrete  in  4.7-incb 
battery : 

24feetgravel $2.00 

Cement 8.00 

Sand .15 

Lumber .85 

Nails .015 

Labor 1.69 


Total 


SUMMARY. 


Plant $7, 

Lumber 6, 

Cement 21, 

Pebbles 8, 

Sand  for  concrete 

Sand  filling 

Supplying  mixer 

MixiDg 

Placing 4, 

Forms,  building 1, 

Ceiling  beams 2, 

Maintenance  and  repair 1, 

Fuel 

Lights  and  water 2, 

Subsistence 1, 

Sundry  labor 2, 

Sundry  material 

Sundry  liabilities 1, 


7.205 


704.31 
563.88 
589.95 
920.70 
814. 75 
731.50 
360.00 
160.00 
018.00 
237.62 
164.64 
659.12 
873.10 
540.32 
940.04 
939.50 
676.49 
212.35 


Total 64^886.27 


Total  a^enditures  and  liab%Utie$for  each  worh, 

12-inch  battery : 

Labor $12,649.92 

Material 20,718.19 

Liabilities 23,886.27 


Total 57,264.38 

4.7-inoh  battery: 

Labor $2,557.60 

Material 4,218.02 

Liabilities 356,37 


7,13L89 


Total  of  both  batteries 64,386.27 

Battery  for  two  84nch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages. — As  work  in 
connection  with  Pensacola  Harbor  had  become  somewhat  slack,  Mr.  J. 
E.  Turtle,  United  States  assistant  engineer,  was  directed  to  take  charge 
of  the  construction  of  this  battery. 

The  work  at  this  point  labored  under  two  disadvantages:  First,  the 
IK>8ition  of  the  landing  place,  exposed  to  the  sea;  second,  having  no 
wharf  at  which  to  land  even  when  the  sea  would  permit.  All  materials 
had  to  be  brought,  at  first,  into  the  lagoon  on  the  north  side  of  the  site 
of  the  work.  This  could  be  accomplished  only  at  high  tide  and  during 
smooth  water.  This  state  of  affairs  has  frequently  caused  delays  of 
two  or  three  days  in  sending  material  to  the  battesy. 
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A  wharf  bad  to  be  bnilt  first.  It  was  begnn  April  18  and  finished 
May  14,  ready  for  the  rails.  These  latter  had  been  ordered  immediately 
from  the  American  Kail  Trust  Company,  of  Atlanta,  Ga.  These  par- 
ties dillydallied  about  delivering  and  made  all  sorts  of  excuses  for  uot 
doing  so.  Patience  and  time  being  more  than  exhausted,  the  order 
was  countermanded  and  placed  elsewhere.  All  this  caused  great  delay 
and  iuconvenience  and  increased  expense.  However,  the  gun  platforms 
were  finished  and  ready  for  the  guns  by  May  24. 

As  much  of  the  site  of  the  battery  was  covered  with  muck,  grass, 
weeds,  etc.,  it  had  to  be  cleared  of  all  this  and  the  foundations  had  to 
be  started  at  (2.70)  instead  of  at  (4.00),  as  was  intended  originally. 

As  the  foundations  of  the  main  or  para]>et  wall  are  at  (6.0),  it  was 
necessary  to  put  in  much  sand  filling  to  raise  parts  of  the  site  to  this 
level,  6,700  cubic  yards  being  required  in  alL  2^  ine- tenths  of  this  is  iu 
place* 

All  the  concrete  work  for  the  foundations  of  the  magazines,  passages, 
is  in,  and  the  forms  are  all  up  for  the  rest  of  the  concrete. 

The  railroad  tracks  are  all  laid,  derricks  built,  concrete  mixer  in 
place,  and  all  preliminaries  finished. 

Mr.  Turtle  has  been  unremitting  in  his  care  of  and  attention  to  the 
work,  which  he  has  directed  with  much  skill  under  trying  and  difficult 
circumstances. 

Money  statement 

June  30, 1898,  amoant  allotted  daring  fiscal  year $199,750.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 90,650.73 

Jane  30, 1898,  balance  anezpended 109,099.27 

Jane  30, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 47,214.87 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 61,884.40 

Freservation  and  repair  of  fortifications. — Atone  of  the  works  of  old 
type  the  porch  in  front  of  the  officers'  quarters  was  rebuilt,  two  case- 
mates  were  repaired,  and  60  square  yards  of  paving  on  the  barbette 
was  relaid. 

At  another  old  fort  the  wooden  sidewalk  from  the  west  gate  of  the 
post  to  the  entrance  to  the  fort  was  replaced  with  one  of  concrete.  The 
loading  platforms  of  the  15-inch  smoothbore  guns  were  renewed.  A 
flight  of  steps  was  built  from  the  15-inch  battery  up  to  the  ditch  of  the 
fort.  Two  shot  beds,  each  to  hold  60  projectiles,  were  made  for  the 
15-inch  battery.  The  old  Spanish  fort  was  thoroughly  overhauled  and 
restored  so  far  as  possible. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $928.20 

June  30, 18SNB,  amount  allotted  during  fiscal  year 2,225.00 

3, 153. 20 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  flsoal  year 2,185.64 

June  30, 1898,  balance  unexpended 967.56 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabiUtiea 967.56 
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4  P. 

DEFENSES  OF  MOBILE  AND  MISSISSIPPI  SOUND. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  William  T.  Bossell,  Corps  of  Engineers;  assist- 
ant, Lient.  James  B.Gavanangh, Corps  of  Engineers;  Division  Engineer, 
Brig.  Gen.  Peter  C.  Hains,  United  States  Volunteers,  Colonel,  Corps  of 
Engineers. 

Shore  protection:  By  letter  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  Septem- 
ber 5,  1896,  $5,000  was  allotted  from  appropriation  for  <<  Preservation 
and  Repair  of  Fortifications,"  act  of  Jane  6, 1896,  to  be  expended  in  shore 
protection  at  Forts  Morgan  and  Oaines. 

By  letter  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  March  22,  1897,  $20,000 
was  allotted  from  appropriation  for  ^^  Sea  Walls  and  Embankments,"  act 
of  March  3, 1897,  to  be  expended  in  shore  protection  at  Forts  Morgan 
and  Gaines. 

At  Fort  Oaines  4,629.9  square  yards  of  fascine  mattress  and  1,989 
cubic  yards  of  stone  were  placed  in  sea  wall  and  jetties  daring  the 
fiscal  year,  under  supplemental  contract  with  W.  Chase  Spotswood, 
approved  June  23, 1897,  completing  all  shore  protection  work  at  present 
contemplated  at  that  fort. 

The  completion  of  the  work  at  Fort  Gaines  left  a  balance  6f  $7^279.84 
for  expenditure  at  Fort  Morgan.  Proposals  were  accordingly  invited 
for  putting  in  about  1,000  feet  of  sea  wall,  the  construction  to  be  simi- 
lar to  that  used  at  Fort  Gaines,  and  contract  entered  into  on  February 
26, 1898,  with  B.  O.  Watkins,  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  for  the  work.  Under 
this  contract,  1,988.8  square  yards  of  fascine  mattress,  and  1,325.9 
cubic  yards  of  rock  were  put  in  place,  completing  the  wall  from  the 
base  of  the  old  wharf  to  a  point  895  feet  to  the  eastward.  The  beach 
beyond  this  point  is  cutting  away,  so  that  an  extension  of  the  wall  is 
needed  and  will  be  made  in  the  near  future,  as  it  is  expected  that  funds 
will  soon  be  allotted  for  the  purpose. 

Fence:  During  the  fiscal  year  the  small  balance  remaining  from  the 
original  allotment  was  expended  in  repairs  to  main  line  of  fence  and 
the  construction  of  a  connection  with  old  fence  at  southeast  salient  of 
Fort  Morgan. 

Bepair  of  platforms:  By  letter  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  June 
14, 1897,  $3,000  was  allotted  from  the  appropriation  for  ^<  Preservation 
and  Bepair  of  Fortifications,"  act  of  March  3, 1897,  for  repairing  plat- 
forms for  8-inch  converted  rifles  and  other  most  necessary  work  included 
in  estimate  submitted  December  21, 1896.  During  the  year  the  plat- 
forms were  repaired  and  strengthened  by  repointing  bnck  masonry, 
surrounding  pintle  block  with  concrete,  and  repairing  or  renewing 
iron  traverse  circles.  The  additional  platforms  required  for  carriages 
on  hand  were  practically  reconstructed.  New  pintle  blocks  were  pre- 
pared, set  in  mortar,  and  then  strongly  reenforced  by  surrounding  them 
with  concrete,  and  the  traverse  circles  repaired. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  guns  for  these  platforms  the  200-pounder  Parrotts 
and  carriages  already  mounted  on  the  platforms  were  dismounted,  and 
the  8-inch  converted  rifles  and  carriages  were  mounted  and  turned 
over  to  tiie  artillery  garrison  for  service. 

Money  statemeniB. 

PRS8SRVAT10N  AND  BBPAIB  OV  VORTIFIOATIOira. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpenaea •...• ..•••.•    $3^213.44 

June  90,  ISSKS,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year ..••      2, 90S.  78 

July  1, 1898,  balanee  unexpended - *)KA.^ 

Eiva  98 i7 
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8EA  WALLS  AKD  SMBANKMKNT8. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $20,000.00 

Jane  90, 18Si8,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 19,291.55 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 708.45 

Abstract  of  praposaUfor  oofutruetian  of  $h4>re  protection  €U  Fort  Morgan,  Ala, 


No. 


1 
3 


Name  and  place  of  reaidenoe  of  bidder. 


B.  O.  Watkins,  Birmingham,  Ala  . 
W.  Chaee  Spotawood,  Mobile,  Ala 


Stone 

in  place  in 

seawall. 


Per  eu.  yd. 

$4.50 

8.20 


FbBcine 


in  place 
in  seawall. 


Per  tq.  yd. 
to.  80 
1.85 


Battery  for  S-inch  guns  mounted  on  disappearing  carriages. — ^The 
approved  project  provides  for  the  construction  of  a  four  gnn  battery 
for  8-inch  guns  mounted  on  disappearing  carriages,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $275,000.  Emplacements  and  platforms  1  and  2  are  for  carriages, 
model  1894,  and  emplacements  and  platforms  3  and  4  for  carriages, 
model  1896/ 

The  battery  is  now  practically  finished,  and  has  been  transferred  to 
the  artillery  garrison  for  service. 

To  complete  it  entirely  about  7,500  cubic  yards  of  sand  are  to  be 
placed  in  the  parapet  and  the  parapet  covered  with  loam  and  sodded. 
The  rear  part  of  the  parade  is  to  be  graded  and  the  installation  of  the 
electric-lighting  plant  finished.  The  necessary  funds  for  this  work 
have  been  allotted,  and  it  will  all  be  completed  early  in  the  coming 
fiscal  year. 

The  operations  on  the  different  partis  of  the  battery  during  the  year 
were  as  follows: 

Emplacement  1 :  Trolley  system  was  installed,  magazine  doors  con- 
structed and  hung,  and  interior  walls  painted  with  two  coats  asbestine 
paint ;  77.99  cubic  yards  of  concrete,  including  38  sq  uare  yards  of  grano- 
lithing,  was  placed  in  flank  wall,  closing  gap  left  for  railroad,  complet- 
ing concrete  work  of  emplacement. 

Platform  1 :  The  trolley  system,  ammunition  cranes,  and  railings  were 
put  in  place,  shot-room  doors  constructed  and  hung,  and  interior  walls 
painted  with  asbestine  paint.  The  base  ring  and  traverse  circles  for 
carriage  were  set  and  the  carriage  and  gun  mounted  and  cared  for  till 
transferred  to  the  artiUery  garrison. 

Emplacement  2 :  The  trolley  system  was  installed,  magazine  doors 
constructed  and  hung,  and  interior  walls  painted  with  asl^stine  paint. 

Platform  2 :  The  trolley  system,  ammunition  cranes,  and  railings  were 
put  in  place,  shot-room  doors  constructed  and  hung,  and  interior  wsJls 
painted  with  asbestine  paint.  The  base  ring  and  traverse  circles  for 
carriage  were  set  and  the  carriage  and  gun  mounted  and  cared  for  till 
transferred  to  the  artillery  garrison. 

Emplacement  3:  The  superior  slope  and  left  platform  level  were 
granolithed,  using  128.97  cubic  yards  of  concrete,  making  604  square 
yards  of  granollthing.  The  ammunition  lifts  and  the  trolley  system 
were  installed,  magazine  doors  were  constructed  and  hung,  and  interior 
walls  painted  with  asbestine  paint. 

Platform  3 :  The  construction  of  the  platform  was  completed,  521.8 
cubic  yards  of  concrete,  including  226  square  yards  of  granolithing, 
being  put  in  place.    The  troUey  system,  ammunition  cranes,  and  raU- 
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ing  were  pat  in  place,  iron  stairways  erected,  doors  constructed  and 
huug,  and  interior  walls  painted  with  asbestine  paint.  The  base  circle 
of  carriage  was  set  and  the  carriage  and  gun  mounted  and  cared  for 
till  transferred  to  the  artillery  garrison. 

Emplacement  4:  The  concrete  on  emplacement  was  finished.  945.65 
cubic  yards  of  concrete,  including  495  square  yards  of  granolithing, 
being  put  in  place.  The  ammunition  lifts  and  the  trolley  system  were 
instidled^  magazine  doors  were  constructed  and  hung,  and  the  interior 
walls  painted  with  asbestine  paint. 

Platform  4 :  The  construction  of  the  platform  was  completed,  537.33 
cubic  yards  of  concrete,  including  250  square  yards  of  granolithing, 
being  put  in  place.  The  trolley  system,  ammunition  cranes,  railings, 
and  the  iron  stairway  were  erected,  doors  constructed  and  hung,  ana 
interior  walls  painted  with  asbestine  paint.  The  base  circle  of  carriage 
was  set,  the  carriage  and  gun  mounted  and  cared  for  till  transferred  to 
the  artillery  garrison. 

In  addition  to  the  work  on  emplacements  and  platforms  proper,  that 
part  of  the  parade  immediately  in  rear  of  the  battery  was  graded,  the 
concrete  pavements  and  steps  put  in,  and  the  slope  fertilized  and 
sodded;  153.93  cubic  yards  concretCL  including  467  square  yards  grano- 
lithing, 539  cubic  yards  of  sand,  and  360  square  yards  of  sod  were  put 
in  place,  and  1,140  cubic  yards  of  sand  excavated. 

The  total  amount  of  concrete  placed  in  the  battery  during  the  year, 
including  2,080  square  yards  of  granolithing,  was  2,364.57  cubic  yards. 

A  sand  track  about  2,900  feet  long,  including  882^  feet  of  trestle,  was 
built,  and  15,240  cubic  yards  of  sand  placed  in  parapet. 

About  the  middle  of  September  work  was  practically  suspended  on 
account  of  the  yellow  fever  and  was  not  resumed  until  December ;  and  as 
the  available  funds  were  insufficient  to  complete  the  battery,  operations 
were  confined  to  the  most  essential  parts,  leaving  the  completion  of 
the  sand  parapet  until  more  funds  became  available.  By  indorsement 
of  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  June  15, 1898,  $10,000  was  allotted  for 
the  completion  of  the  battery,  and  work  was  actively  resumed  on  sand 
parapet.  On  February  24,  1898,  by  indorsement  of  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers, $3,700  was  allotted  for  an  electric-lighting  plant.  The  necessary 
machinei^  and  electrical  supplies  were  at  once  contracted  for,  but  have 
not  all  been  received.  The  oil  engine,  dynamo,  and  switch  board  have 
been  installed,  holes  drilled  for  conduit,  and  the  installation  of  the 
remainder  of  the  plant  is  in  progress. 

By  indorsement  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  December  9, 1896, 
$1,000  was  allotted  firom  appropriation  for  <<Gun  and  Mortar  Batteries," 
act  of  June  6,  1896,  for  repairing  and  strengthening  wharf  so  as  to 
admit  of  receiving  8-inch  B.  L.  rifles  and  carriages. 

During  the  fiscal  year  the  small  balance  of  this  allotment  on  hand  firom 
last  year  was  expended  in  minor  repairs  to  solid  causeway  of  wharf. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897^  balanoe  unexpended $28,891.51 

Amonnt  allotted  during  fiscal  year 16,500.00 

45, 391. 51 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 30, 850.  U 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 14,541.37 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  Uabilities '. 2,631.10 

.Inly  1, 1898,  balance  ayailable W^SSV^.'TV 
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Emplacements  for  4J-inch  rapid-fire  guns. — From  the  appropriation  for 
<<!N'atioDal  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898,  a  provisional  allotment  of 
$6,000  was  made  by  letter  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  April  6, 1898, 
for  the  construction  of  emplacements  for  two  4.7-inch  rapid-lire  guns 
on  pedestal  mounts.  As  soon  as  the  location  of  the  battery  was 
approved  work  was  begun.  The  necessary  retaining  walls  and  por- 
tions of  emplacements  necessary  to  confine  the  sand  in  foundations  of 
platforms  were  built,  100  cubic  yards  of  sand  excavated,  and  405  cubic 
yards  put  in  place.  The  platforms  were  then  constructed  and  were 
completed  ready  for  the  guns  on  Apiil  26, 1898.  The  guns  and  car- 
riages were  received  May  1, 1898,  and  were  mounted  ready  for  service 
May  9, 1898.  In  order  to  give  them  the  necessary  protection  the  con- 
crete portion  of  parapet,  with  the  exception  of  the  blast  apron,  was  then 
completed.  Six  hundred  feet  of  railroad  track,  including  100  feet  of 
trestle,  were  built  from  the  main  line  up  to  site  of  battery,  and  1,779 
cubic  yards  of  sand  placed  in  the  parapet.  To  keep  sand  from  running 
into  ditch  of  the  old  fort  a  light  retaining  wall,  about  20  feet  high, 
was  built  on  top  of  counterscarp  wall.  This  will  require  to  be  strength- 
ened before  braces  are  removed. 

All  the  concrete  placed  in  the  battery  to  this  point  was  mixed  by 
hand  and  carried  to  the  site  by  an  inclined  railroad,  oi>erated  by  a 
hoisting  engine.  As  this  method  was  very  expensive  and  the  battery 
was  then  in  serviceable  shape,  with  guns  mounted  and  fully  protected, 
concrete  work  was  suspended  and  an  inclined  switch  put  in  so  that  the 
concrete  could  be  taken  from  the  mixers  of  the  plant  for  the  12-inch  bat- 
tery, which  were  being  put  in  place,  and  hauled  with  a  locomotive  to 
the  battery.  As  the  ftinds  originally  allotted  were  practically  exhausted, 
an  additional  allottment  of  $9,000  was  made  for  the  completion  of  the 
battery. 

On  June  14, 1898,  concrete  work  was  resumed.  The  magazines  were 
completed  to  a  point  about  2^  feet  above  the  ceiling  level,  arched  over 
and  troweled  smooth.  After  this  upper  surface  hfMl  set  sufficiently  to 
be  perfectly  hard  and  dry  it  was  thoroughly  waterproofed  with  four 
layers  of  asphaltic  cement  and  felt.  This  waterproof  roof  empties  into 
blind  drains  in  the  concrete,  which  in  turn  connect  with  tile  drains  that 
carry  all  the  seepage  water  outside  the  magazine  walls. 

The  work  yet  to  be  done  on  the  battery  comprises  the  concrete  blast 
apron  and  sodding  on  parapet,  buttresses  for  the  high  retaining  wall, 
a  small  amount  of  concrete  and  granolithing  over  magazine,  the  con- 
struction of  steps,  and  the  grading  and  sodding  of  slopes  in  rear  of 
battery;  also  the  installation  of  the  lighting  plant  and  the  minor 
details,  such  as  railings,  ladders,  doors,  etc.  Everything  will  be  com- 
pleted early  in  the  coming  fiscal  year. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  allotted  during  fiscal  year $15,000.00 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4,281.98 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 10,718.02 

Jolyl,  1898,  outstanding liabilitieB 3,346.97 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 7,371-05 

Battery  for  two  12-inch  rifles. — By  letter  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated 
March  18, 1898,  a  provisional  allotment  of  $50,000  wm  made  from  the 
appropriation  for  ''  National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9,  1898,  for  con- 
struction of  emplacements  for  two  12-inch  guns  mounted  on  disappear- 
ing carriages,  model  1896. 
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The  location  of  the  emplacements  and  their  general  plan  were  snb- 
mitted  and  approved,  estimates  for  their  constraction  submitted,  and  on 
March  30, 1898,  a  subsequent  allotment  of  $50,000  was  made  by  indorse- 
ment of  Ohief  of  Engineers. 

As  the  esisting  wharf  was  entirely  too  small  to  x)ermit  of  a  rapid 
execution  of  the  work  and  too  weak  to  receive  the  12-inch  guns  and 
carriages,  a  new  creosoted  pile  wharf  625  feet  long,  reaching  to  the 
edge  of  the  deep-water  channel,  was  constructed,  at  a  total  cost  of 
$9,181.74.  The  creosoted  piles,  lumber,  and  other  materials  were  pur- 
chased in  open  market  and  the  work  done  under  oral  agreement. 

The  machinery,  lumber,  and  other  materials  for  necessary  plant  and 
buildings  were  purchased  in  open  market,  and  installation  begun  as 
fast  as  received.  Arrangements  were  also  made  for  the  purchase  of 
gravel,  stone,  cement,  steel  work,  and  framing  lumber  for  concrete,  and 
to  supply  immediate  needs  2,991  barrels  of  cement,  belonging  to  the 
improvement  of  Tombigbee  Biver,  Alabama, in  store  at  McOrews  Shoals, 
were  transferred  to  this  work. 

The  following  new  buildings  were  constructed:  One  barracks  for 
laborers,  150  feet  by  18  feet;  one  tool  and  store  room,  50  feet  by  20  feet; 
one  provision  house,  30  feet  by  20  feet;  one  extension  to  mess  hall,  50 
feet  by  20  feet,  and  an  extension  to  cement  house,  80  feet  by  46  feet. 
For  receiving  and  storing  sand  and  gravel  twelve  bins,  12  feet  by  12  feet 
by  20  feet,  were  built.  A  full-circle  stifif-leg  derrick  of  3  tons  capacity 
was  erected  upon  the  pierhead  of  the  new  wharf,  and  a  railroad  track 
1,700  feet  long,  including  1,000  feet  of  trestle,  built  from  there  over  the 
parapet  and  along  the  eastern  face  of  the  fort  above  the  bins,  so  that 
material  can  be  dumped  not  only  into  the  bins,  but  also  upon  the  brick 
terreplein  of  the  barbette  battery,  from  which  it  can  be  readily  shoved 
into  the  bins,  thus  materially  increasing  their  storage  capacity.  A 
switch  was  also  laid  ftom  the  inner  end  of  the  wharf  through  the 
cement  house  and  extension,  connecting  with  the  tracks  already  in 
position. 

For  mixing  concrete  two  cubical  box  mixers  were  installed  immedi- 
ately in  the  rear  of  center  of  the  battery,  each  provided  with  a  sepa- 
rate driving  engine.  For  collecting  the  charge  and  delivering  the  same 
to  mixers,  two  charge  cars  of  50  cubic  feet  capacity,  one  tor  each  mixer, 
were  constructed.  A  track  for  these  cars  was  laid  in  rear  of  the 
material  bins,  and  the  sand  and  gravel  is  delivered  in  the  cars  by 
means  of  chutes  which  extend  out  over  the  track.  To  get  the  cars  up 
to  the  mixer  platforms  a  light  double  track  incline  was  built,  its  two 
tracks  being  connected  with  track  in  rear  of  bins  by  two  turntables 
near  the  center.  To  store  the  daily  supply  of  cement,  and  deliver  it 
conveniently  to  charge  cars,  a  cement  house  20  feet  by  40  feet  was  built 
across  the  lower  end  of  the  incline.  Two  hoppers  provided  with  valves 
were  placed  in  the  floor,  one  over  each  track,  and  the  cement  is  dumped 
from  these  hoppers  upon  the  sand  in  the  loaded  cars  just  before  they 
start  up  the  incline.  The  incline  is  operated  by  two  separate  engines, 
one  for  each  track,  and  the  charge  cars  are  automatically  dumped  by 
stops  which  open  the  valves  in  the  bottoms  of  the  cars  where  they  come 
over  the  hoppers  of  the  mixers. 

To  furnish  water  for  concrete  and  steam  purx>ose8  a  well  was  dug 
and  a  Smith-Yaile  duplex  pump  installed.  The  pump  discharges  into 
an  elevated  tank,  which  supplies  the  mixers  and  engines,  and  also 
into  a  pipe  line  along  the  rear  of  the  battery  with  hose  connections  for 
wetting  down  concrete  and  bowlders. 

To  supply  steam  for  mixer  and  incline  enginea  ^Jid  oX/^diTsi-^wssi^  ^ 
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21-hors6power  locomotive  boiler  was  installed.  One  of  the  iucline 
eDgines  is  an  ordinary  Lidgerwood  hoisting  engine  with  boiler  attached, 
and  connections  have  been  made  so  that  one  mixer  can  be  operated 
by  steam  from  this  in  case  of  accident  to  large  boiler.  In  this  way 
dai)lication  of  mixing  plant  has  been  secured. 

For  filling  sand  in  parapet  and  placing  concrete  and  other  materials 
in  position  a  Lidgerwood  cable  way  of  3  tons  capacity  and  350  feet  span, 
with  traveling  towers,  was  installed,  so  as  to  control  the  whole  area 
covered  by  the  battery. 

Previous  to  the  installation  of  the  concrete  plant  work  was  started 
upon  both  platforms.  The  necessary  retaining  walls  were  built,  foun- 
dations filled  in  with  sand,  and  work  commenced  on  platforms  proper. 
The  hold-down  bolts  were  received  and  set  and  160  cubic  yards  of  con- 
crete placed  by  hand  before  the  first  mixer  was  started.  The  remainder 
of  concrete  in  the  platforms  was  mixed  by  machine  and  placed  by  a 
derrick  temporarily  erected  for  the  purpose.  After  the  completion  of 
the  platforms  ready  for  the  guns  concrete  work  was  suspended  to  wait 
for  complete  installation  of  plant,  the  mixer  being  used  for  work  on  the 
rapid-fire  battery. 

Money  atatement. 

Amount  aUotted  during  fiscal  year $125,000.00 

June30;  1808,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 60,224.98 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 64,775.03 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  UabUities 52,373.61 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 12,401.41 

Battery  for  two  d-inck  rifles  on  IS-ineh  smooth-bore  carriages. — From 
the  appropriation  for  <^  National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898,  an  allot- 
ment of  $6,000  was  made  by  letter  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  April 
27, 1898,  for  the  construction  of  two  emplacement  and  platforms  tor 
two  8-inch  B.  L.  rifles,  mounted  on  modified  15-inch  Bodman  gun  car- 
riages. Due  to  the  entire  absence  of  wharf  and  other  facilities,  this 
allotment  was  too  small  to  cover  cost  of  preliminary  work,  therefore  a 
subsequent  allotment  of  |G,000  was  made  by  indorsement  of  Chief  of 
Engineers,  dated  May  25. 1898. 

A  creosoted  pile  whari  150  feet  long,  reaching  to  depth  of  7  feet  at 
low  water,  was  completed  June  29,  and  a  stiff-leg  derrick  erected  on 
pierhead  of  same.  The  necessary  materials  for  the  work  have  been 
contracted  for  and  active  operations  will  begin  at  once. 

Money  statement 

Amount  allotted  during  fiscal  year $12,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 12,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 2,138.91 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 9,861.09 

Casemate  and  cable  gallery, — ^At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  the 
casemate  and  cable  gallery  were  completed.  During  the  year  there 
were  received  and  stored  buoyant  torpedoes,  tools  and  tool  boxes,  elec- 
trical instruments,  and  various  tol^edo  mateiials  and  supplies.  The 
interior  walls  of  the  casemate  were  painted  with  two  coats  of  asbestine 
paint,  necessary  shelves  and  tables  put  in  place,  and  the  casemate  fit^ 
ted  up  for  operating  mines  on  the  Abbot  system. 

Cable  ta/nk. — With  funds  allotted  by  indorsement  of  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers, dated  May  13, 1897,  a  concrete  tank  for  the  storage  of  cable  was 
bailt  daring  the  year  j  211  c\\b\&  ^^iS^i^^  of  «^9.iid  were  excavated  and 
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204.4  cubic  yards  of  Portlaud  cement  concrete,  including  90  square 
yards  of  granolith,  were  put  in  place.  The  tank  is  15  feet  by  42  feet 
on  the  bottom,  flaring  to  17  feet  by  44  feet  on  top,  and  7  feet  deep. 
The  thickness  of  the  bottom  is  2  feet  and  of  the  walls  from  3  feet  6 
inches  at  the  bottom  to  2  feet  6  inches  at  the  top. 

To  supply  the  tank  with  water,  a  well  was  dug  a  short  distance  from 
the  tank  to  a  depth  of  about  3  feet  below  low  water,  and  a  pump  driven 
by  a  windmill  installed.  As  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  well  can  never 
rise  much  above  the  water  in  the  bay,  less  than  100  feet  distant,  the  well 
is  made  to  serve  as  an  emptying  basin  for  the  tank,  the  outer  end  of 
the  discharge  pipe  and  emptying  valve  being  placed  inside  the  curb- 
ing. This  obviates  the  necessity  of  putting  the  discharge  pipe  through 
the  concrete  sea  wall,  and  in  practice  works  very  satisfactorily.  Con- 
siderable leakage  was  found  in  the  walls  of  tank  at  first,  but  this 
was  stopped  by  thoroughly  coating  the  interior  faces  with  solutions  of 
soap  and  alum. 

A  substantial  frame  building  was  built  over  the  tank,  and,  to  facili- 
tate the  handling  of  cable,  a  spur  from  the  railroad  track  was  laid  to 
the  end  of  the  tank  and  a  traveling  crane  of  3  tons  capacity  and  20 
feet  span  installed,  so  as  to  carry  the  cable  from  the  cars  on  this  spur 
to  any  point  in  the  tank. 

B^air  of  casemates. — During  the  fiscal  year,  with  funds  allotted  by 
indorsement  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  June  15,  1897,  three  case- 
mates were  cleaned  and  repaired  for  the  storage  of  torpedo  material. 
One  casemate  for  the  smaller  and  more  delicate  apparatus  was  ceiled 
throughout,  and  fitted  with  cases  and  shelves.  The  ends  of  the  other 
casemates  were  closed  with  wooden  walls,  and  the  embrasures  with 
windows.  They  were  then  cleaned,  whitewashed,  and  fitted  with  skids 
for  the  storage  of  torpedo  cases  and  anchors. 

During  the  year  there  were  received  and  stored  in  these  casemates 
various  electrical  instruments,  supplies,  and  torpedo  material  ftt)m  the 
Engineer  Depot  at  Willets  Point,  New  York  Harbor,  and  also  buoyant 
mines,  transferred  from  Oharleston,  S.  C,  by  Gapt.  F.  Y.  Abbot,  Oorps 
of  Engineers. 

Money  atatemenU 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $4,493.78 

Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 3, 661. 58 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  anexpended 842.20 

Jalyl,  1898,  oatstondingliabUi  ties 10.65 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 831.65 

Torpedo  defeme^  Mobile^  Ala. — An  allotment  of  $1,000  was  made  by 
letter  of  Chief  of  Engineers  from  appropriation  for  '^ii^ational  Defense,'' 
act  of  March  9, 1898,  for  the  torpedo  defense  of  Mobile,  Ala.  With 
the  ftinds  thus  allotted,  and  the  assistance  of  a  detachment  of  engineer 
soldiers,  consisting  of  one  sergeant  and  six  privates,  detailed  for  the 
purpose,  the  entrance  to  Mobile  Bay  has  been  mined  as  far  as  the 
material  available  permitted*  Dynamite  was  purchased,  cables  and 
junction  boxes  put  in  position,  and  the  mines  loaded  and  planted.  A 
search  light  with  30-inch  projector,  complete  with  generating  plant, 
was  received  from  the  Engineer  Depot  at  Willets  Point,  N.  Y.,  the 
generating  plant  installed,  and  the  light  put  in  position  on  the  parapet. 

For  use  in  connection  with  the  improved  system  of  operating  the 
mines  a  rotary  transformer,  an  oil  engine,  a  power  switch  board,  a 
40-cell  storage  battery,  and  two  cable  boxes  were  t^ceiN^  tco^Ts^  \X^^ 
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Engineer  Depot,  and  all  installed  in  the  torpedo  casemate.  There  were 
also  received  3^  miles  multiple  cable,  8  miles  single  conductor  cable, 
and  various  other  electrical  supplies  for  use  in  torpedo  service. 

For  firing  mines  by  judgment  a  base  line  was  selected,  and  stations 
prepared  at  each  end  of  it,  and  connected  with  the  torpedo  casemate  by 
telephone.  One  station  consists  of  a  small  house  sunk  in  the  sand  and 
concealed  by  it  from  all  sides  except  toward  the  mine  field.  Both 
stations  are  provided  with  permanent  lines  of  sights  leading  to  the 
several  junction  boxes,  one  sight  for  each  grand  group  being  suffi- 
cient at  the  inner  end  of  the  base  line,  as  the  observation  station  is  on 
the  line  of  triple  junction  boxes.  From  this  inner  station  the  instant 
a  vessel  crosses  the  line  of  mines  can  be  determined  and  telephoned  to 
the  mining  casemate,  and  from  the  outer  station  the  location  of  the 
crossing  point  with  reference  to  the  several  triple  groups  of  minea. 

For  the  care  and  operation  of  the  torpedo  system  three  electricians 
have  been  employed,  and  one  of  them  is  on  duty  at  the  casemate  at  all 
times,  day  and  night.  A  patrol  boat  has  also  been  employed  for  guid- 
ing vessels  across  the  mine  fields,  and  for  general  guard  and  patrol  duty 
in  connection  with  the  defenses  of  Mobile. 

Money  statement. 

Amoant  allotted  dnrini^  fisoal  year ••• ••••    $1,000.00 

June  30|  1898^  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2, 384. 38 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended *  — 1,384.88 

Planting  torpedoes. — ^An  allotment  was  made  by  letter  of  Ghief  of 
Engineers,  dated  June  13, 1898,  of  $10,000  from  appropriation  '<  Torpe- 
does for  Harbor  Defense,  January  1, 1899,"  for  planting  torpedoes  in 
Mobile  Harbor,  Alabama. 

Under  this  allotment  search-light  plant  has  been  received  and  fitted 
up;  system  of  mines  maintained :  barge  with  derrick  received;  repairs 
to  mines  begun ;  tugboat  hired  for  pati  oiling  mine  fleIdS|  and  supplies 
received  in  preparation  for  future  operations. 

Money  statemenU 

Amount  allotted  during  fiscal  year $10,000.00 

June  80, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4, 191. 51 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 6,808.49 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 655. 34 

July  1, 1898,  balanoe  available 6^358.15 


4  Q. 

DEFENSES  OF  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA.,  AND  SABINE  PASS,  TEXAS. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  James  B.  Quinn,  Gorps  of  Engineers;  assist- 
ants, Lieut.  Frederick  W.  Altstaetter,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  Decem- 
ber 6, 1897,  and  Capt.  Henry  Jervey,  Gorps  of  Engineers,  from  April 
15, 1898.    Division  Engineer,  Gol.  Henry  M.  Robert,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

New  Orleans:  Preservation  and  repair  of  fortifications. — An  allotment 
of  *4,000  was  made  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  on  June  14, 1897,  for  the 
preservation  and  repair  of  fortifications. 

'  Covered  by  aUotment  made  subaequent  to  close  of  fiscal  year. 
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The  work  done  nnder  these  allotments  consisted  in  the  catting  and 
horning  of  grass,  weeds,  and  hrnsh  at  hoth  forts,  as  well  as  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Fort  St.  Philip:  Bebnilding  and  partially  re-siding  the  ordnance 
storehouse;  repair  of  houses;  repairing  and  painting  ironwork  of 
bridges;  repairing  roof  of  magazine  inside  the  main  fort;  painting  the 
residence  of  the  ordnance  sergeant;  patting  up  galvanized  gutters  on 
baildings;  repairing  foot  bridges  and  wharf  and  cisterns^  and  overhaal- 
ing  and  disinfecting  baildings  to  improve  sanitary  conditions. 

Fort  Jackson :  Eepairiug  two  bridges,  one  of  which  was  almost  in 
ruins;  repairing  fences  and  walks;  repairing  and  resurfacing  elevated 
gallery  of  main  fort,  and  overhauling,  releveling,  repainting,  and 
repairing  the  ordnance  sergeant's  residence  and  officers'  quarters. 

This  work  was  completed  in  September,  1897, 

Letter  from  the  Ohief  of  Engineers,  April  5, 1898,  directed  that  a 
number  of  old  guns  be  mounted  at  once  at  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 
For  this  purpose  the  sum  of  $3,500  was  allotted  &om  the  appropriation 
for  <' Preservation  and  Bepair  of  Fortifications,"  act  of  March  3, 1897. 

Work  was  at  once  commenced,  upon  receipt  of  orders,  on  mounting 
these  old  guns,  and  by  May  1, 1898,  all  had  been  placed  in  position, 
ready  for  firing. 

Money  statement 

July  ly  1897,  balance  unexpended $4,000.00 

Amoont  allotted  daring  fiscal  year • 8,600.00 

7,600.00 
Jnne  30, 1898,  amonnt  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 7,600.00 

Ten-inch  and  S-inch  batteries. — ^The  accompanying  report  of  Mr.  0.  A. 
Miner,  United  States  assistant  engineer,  gives  in  detail  much  that  is 
interesting,  particularly  as  to  the  experiments  made  with  a  view  to 
determining  the  resisting  power  of  the  piling  used. 

KBPOKT  OF  HR.  C.  A.  MINBR,  ABSISTAKT  SNGINEBB. 

Tmt-4nek  hatierff, — At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1896-97  the  foundation,  the  mass 
of  concrete  superstrnctnre,  and  most  of  the  earthwork  had  been  constructed,  and  the 
ironwork  partly  erected.  The  flooring  and  sarface  finishing  of  the  magazines  and 
passages  remained  to  be  done,  the  gun  platforms  were  only  partially  bnilt,  and  they 
had  settled  out  of  level  so  badly  as  to  necessitate  much  cnttinf|r  away,  resarfacing, 
rebnildlng,  and  rethreading  of  anchor  bolts.  The  doors  remained  to  be  made  and 
hang. 

The  money  previonsly  appropriated  for  this  work  was  so  nearly  exhausted  that 
little  was  done  during  the  first  month  of  the  present  fiscal  year. 

A  further  allotment  of  $6,000  was  made  by  letter  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  July 
10, 1897.  With  this  money  the  above  defects  and  imperfections  have  all  been  rem- 
edied, the  ffun  platforms  completed,  the  maffftzines  completed,  the  drainage  system 
constructed,  and  the  battery  completed  in  all  its  details. 

The  magazines  of  the  north  emplacement  leaked  so  badly  dnring  and  for  several 
hours  after  each  heavy  rain  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  ascertain  the  cause  and  to 
remedy  it. 

When  this  emplacement  was  commenced  the  depth  of  the  concrete  was  designed  to 
be  much  greater  than  the  subsequent  plans,  in  accordance  with  which  the  emplace- 
ment was  completed,  required.  The  concrete  work  was  built  up  about  one-half  its 
height  when  the  plans  were  changed.  Consequently  there  is  a  shelf  of  concrete 
extending  forward  underneath  the  earthwork  of  this  emplacement.  It  was  believed 
that  water  flowed  off  from  the  concrete  parapets  and  seeped  through  the  earth  till 
it  reached  this  shelf,  where  it  piled  up  and  was  forced  to  seep  horizontally  through 
the  concrete,  thereby  causing  leakage  in  the  magazines.  To  remedy  this  a  trench 
was  excavated  in  the  earth  parapet  down  to  the  concrete,  a  tile  drain  carefully  laid 
having  an  outlet  at  one  end  through  the  parapet  on  the  f^ont  face,  and  at  the  other 
through  the  end  of  the  parapet.  The  vertical  surface  of  the  concrete  was  also  given 
a  smooth  finish  with  a  coat  of  cement  mortar  and  then  two  <^a\A^  oi  xiiviAiVit^  ^  ^t^^ 
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part  asphalt  and  three  of  ooal  tar,  applied  hot  with  a  bmsh.  Practically  no  leakage 
has  been  dtscoTered  since.    This  wofk  was  completed  on  October  2,  1897. 

A  brick  drain  and  a  concrete  walk  were  built  in  the  rear  of  the  battery,  the  latter 
being,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  slope  to  the  rear,  a  continaation  of  the  fioon 
of  galleries  and  magazines.  The  walk  was  designed  to  greatly  facilitate  ready  com- 
manicatton  between  the  two  emplacements,  but  the  subsequent  erection  of  bojler, 
engine,  and  dynamo  for  electric  plant  in  the  immediate  rear  of  the  traverse  has 
intercepted  this  freedom  of  communication  and  has  necessitated  the  destroying  of 
walk  and  the  main  drain  at  this  place.  The  drain  had  its  outfall  in  the  moat  between 
the  10-incli  battery  and  the  new  8-inch  battery.  This  work  was  oommenced  October 
18  and  completed  October  30, 1897. 

The  nneoual  settlement  in  the  battery  had  thrown  the  gun  platforms  entirely  out 
of  level,  it  was  designed  to  load  these  platforms  with  old  shot,  so  as  to  bring  them 
to  firm  bearing  and,  If  possible,  check  the  unequal  settlement.  About  240  tons  of 
old  projectiles  on  hand  were  transferred  and  placed  upon  the  platforms  around  the 
counterweight  wells  in  May,  1897,  a  special  appropriation  of  $3,000  having  been 
made  from  previous  allotment  for  this  work.  On  July  14  they  were  moved  into  shot 
rooms  in  the  rear  part  of  the  platforms,  where  settlement  was  taking  place  the  most 
slowly.  Here  they  remained  until  Apnl,  1898,  when  they  were  removed  and  piled  in 
the  rear  of  the  battery. 

The  effect  of  settlement,  relative  and  absolute,  and  of  loading  the  platforms  can 
be  seen  by  studying  the  drawing  herewith  appended,  showing  curves  of  subsidence, 
whereon  are  shown  graphically  the  rate  of  settlement  of  a  number  of  points.  They 
are  in  three  groups,  for  the  convenience  of  comparison  of  the  two  emplacements  and 
of  the  gun  platforms.  These  curves  indicate  that  there  has  been  an  almost  imper- 
ceptible decrease  in  the  rate  of  settlement  for  the  past  year. 

The  ^ns  were  delivered  ou  July  7  and  the  carriages  September  16  and  23,  1897, 
respectively.  The  work  of  setting  base  rings  and  mounting  guns  was  oommenced 
on  January  31  and  was  eompleted  March  5,  1898.  Considerable  work  was  done 
cleaning,  removing  rust,  painting  and  oiling  of  guns  and  carriages  at  different  times 
during  the  year,  mostly  in  December  and  January,  to  preserve  them  from  deteriorating 
under  the  influence  of  the  elements. 

The  base  rings  were  not  cemented  into  place  till  the  gun  mountings  had  rested 
in  their  position  for  several  weeks,  and  had  to  be  releve&d  when  they  finally  were 
permanently  set,  in  April,  1898.  At  the  same  time  the  surfacing  of  the  platform 
around  the  base  rings  and  inside  the  circular  steps,  the  cutting  tnrough  of  drains 
and  setting  of  grates  to  drain  the  water  into  the  counterweight  well  was  done. 
Excepting  a  few  details,  the  concrete  work  was  entirely  finished  by  April  30.  The 
electric  lighting  remained  to  be  done.  This  was  also  completed  by  June  1,  and 
all  other  details  were  finished,  so  that  the  battery  was  turned  over  to  the  artillery 
June  7. 

Eight-inch  hattery. — In  April,  1897,  Lieutenant  Rich^,  the  Engineer  Officer  in  char^ 
of  the  defense  works  for  the  Lower  Mississippi  at  that  time,  was  ordered  to  aubmit 
plans  and  estimates  for  a  third  emplacement  for  10-inch  disappearing  gun.  Before 
these  were  submitted  The  Board  of  Engineers,  observing  the  unusual  amount  of  set- 
tlement of  the  10-inch  battery  under  construction,  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
10-inch  guns  were  inadvisable  in  this  location,  and  changed  the  project  to  a  battery 
for  two  8-inch  guns. 

Plans  and  estimates  were  submitted  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers  August  10,  1897, 
were  approved  by  him,  and  an  allotment  of  $90,500,  out  of  the  appropriation  for 
"Gun  and  Mortar  Batteries,''  act  of  March  3,  1897,  made  on  August  25, 1897.  Bids 
were  at  once  invited  and  contracts  entered  into  for  fnmisliing  and  delivering  the 
necessary  materials  for  construction. 

It  was  hoped  that  materials  would  be  delivered  promptly,  so  that  construction 
could  begin  in  September.  Yellow  fever  broke  out  early  in  September  and  the  result- 
ing quarantine  greatly  hampered  and  delayed  the  contractors  in  making  deliverv  of 
materials.  It  was  not  deemed  prudent  to  commence  work  till  quarantine  should  be 
raised,  partly  on  account  of  the  lack  of  materials  necessary  to  prosecute  work,  and 
partly  on  account  of  the  inability  to  obtain  labor  or  the  danger  of  importing  fever- 
infected  labor. 

Clearing  of  site  was  commenced  with  a  few  laborers  on  October  25,  and  after  the 
fever  subsided  was  carried  on  with  great  rapidity.  This  work  consisteid  in  demolish- 
ing old  gun  platforms,  magazines,  foundation  of  wood  and  concrete,  leveling  old 
parapets,  dismounting  old  guns,  etc.    It  was  completed  on  December  18,  1S97. 

Pile  driving  was  commenced  on  December  27, 1897.  The  sheet  piling,  540  in  num- 
ber, were  all  driven  by  January  10,  and  the  driving  of  the  round  piles,  800  in 
number,  was  done  between  the  dates  of  January  10  and  February  10.  The  founda- 
tion, including  grillage,  was  entirely  completed  by  March  23. 

Concrete  forms  were  at  once  built  as  far  as  pos9ible.  At  this  stage  there  was  a 
delAy  of  about  ten  days  in  commencing  concrete  work,  due  to  the  &ct  that  cement 
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contractors  were  behind  in  making  delivery.  Concrete  work  finally  began  on  April 
Q,  and  proceeded  without  interruption.  It  was  completed,  except  the  exposed  snr- 
facesy  with  a  coat  of  rich  mortar  on  May  1.  The  concrete  forms  were  removed  on 
May  2,  and  the  rest  of  the  fiscal  year  was  devoted  to  placing  the  trolley  beams  and 
other  ironwork,  finishing  concrete  surface,  making  and  setting  of  doors,  and  putting 
up  the  earthwork  of  ba^ry.  The  first  or  these  was  completMl,  including  painting, 
by  Jnne  10.  The  others  were  completed  abont  the  same  time— June  30 — except  the 
earthwork. 

Until  January  1  work  was  oondncted  with  one  eight- hour  shift  of  men  per  day; 
from  that  date  until  April  1  in  two  eight-hour  shifts,  working,  respectively,  from  4.35 
a.  m.  till  1  p.  m.,  with  twenty-five  minutes'  time  at  7  a.  m.  for  breakfast;  and  from  1 
p.  m.  till  9.25  p.  m.,  with  twenty-five  minutes  at  6  p.  m.  for  supper.  From  April  1  till 
May  15  work  was  conducted  in  two  eleven-hour  shifts,  changing  watch  at  6  o'clock, 
morning  and  evening,  and  having  one  hour  off  at  noon  and  midnight.  On  the  latter 
date  we  returned  to  the  eight-hour  shitt  system  and  continued  thus  till  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year,  with  the  exception  of  the  interval  between  June  1  and  June  24,  dur- 
ing which  work  was  done  with  only  one  eight-hour  shift  on  account  of  the  bigh 
water  in  the  river,  which  flooded  the  barrow  pits  Habere  earth  was  to  be  obtained  for 
the  parapets. 

Immediately  after  the  approval  of  plans  bids  were  invited  for  the  necessary 
materials  and  contracts  let. 

Formal  contracts  were  entered  into  as  follows : 

Salemen  Brick  and  Lumber  Company,  Limited,  Slidell,  La. :  Round  piles  58  feet 
long;  sheet  piles  8  inches  by  12  inches  by  40  feet;  strips  for  tongae  and  groove  of 
sheetpiles. 

W.  w.  Carr^  A  Co.,  New  Orleans,  La. :  Grillage  timber  12  inches  by  12  inohes, 
sawed. 

Irwin  Jamison,  New  Orleans,  La. :  Portland  and  natural  cement. 

H.  S.  Karstendiek,  New  Orleans,  La. :  Sand  and  gravel. 

The  working  plant  on  hand  to  commence  with  consisted  of  one  pile  driver  and 
steam  hammer,  one  16-horsepower  and  one  30-horBepower  Lidgerwood  hoisUng 
engine,  one  60-foot  boom  derrick,  buildings,  quarters,  bridges,  wharf,  conorete 
mixer,  dump  cars,  cisterns,  messing  plant  for  laborers,  blacksmith  outfit,  etc.  It 
was  not  thought  necessary  to  increase  the  plant  to  any  great  extent.  Another  00-foot 
horizontal  boom  derrick  was  purchased  and  erected;  a  steam  pump  was  purchased, 
a  reservoir  erect o<l  in  an  elevated  position,  ^team  was  piped  from  one  of  the  hoisting 
engines,  and  a  complete  water-supply  system  established,  the  water  being  obtained 
from  the  river  and  piped  to  the  mess  hall,  quarters,  concrete  mixer,  engines,  and 
other  places. 

Fxperience  has  proven  that  this  was  a  splendid  investment.  It  has  saved  several 
timcH  the  original  cost  in  labor,  for  previously  all  water  had  been  pumped  by  hand, 
and  even  then  was  very  inadequate  to  the  needs.  The  main  addition  made  to  the 
working  plant  beyond  this  consisted  in  the  purchase  of  shovels,  rope,  blocks,  wheel- 
barrows and  other  small  tools,  and  articles  needed  for  repairs.  The  quarters  for 
employees  were  also  increased  by  the  erection  of  three  more  buildings,  32  by  50  feet, 
at  the  time  when  our  national  relations  became  strained,  and  when  the  (quarter- 
master's building,  previously  used  by  the  Engineer  Department,  had  to  be  given  up 
and  the  number  of  laborers  greatly  increased. 

This  battery  differed  from  the  10-inch  battery  in  the  following  essential  respects, 
BO  far  as  its  applicability  to  this  earth  formation  is  concerned :  In  the  10-inch  bat- 
tery the  concrete  work  of  each  of  the  two  emplacements  and  the  two  gnn  platforms 
were  made  as  detached  masses,  four  separate  monoliths,  besides  having  in  each 
definite  planes  of  weakness.  Each  of  these  monoliths  were  placed  upon  a  separate 
foundation,  entirely  detached  from  the  others.  As  concrete  masses  joined  one  another, 
and  as  it  was  designed  to  have  fonndations  that  covered  a  larger  area  than  the  con- 
crete superstructure  resting  upon  it^  it  followed  that  each  monolith  rested  on  one 
side  of  the  foundation  supporting  it.  This  was  true  with  one  exception,  viz,  the 
south  emplacement,  not  including  the  gnn  platform,  was  built  upon  a  foundation  of 
piles  and  without  a  wooden  platform,  and  the  foundation  for  this  extended  only 
underneath  the  concrete,  leaving  the  superstructure  symmetrically  disposed  on  ite 
foundation.  In  the  8-inch  battery  it  was  designed  to  build  the  entire  concrete  work 
of  the  battery  symmetrically  as  a  single  monolith,  resting  symmetricully  on  a  single 
foundation,  the  center  of  ^^vity  of  the  superstructure  coinciding  with  the  center 
of  bearing  of  the  foundations. 

This  foundation  was  surrounded  by  sheet  piling  driven  first,  so  that  the  subsequent 
driving  would  compress  the  inclosed  earth  to  its  limit.  The  grillage  was  made  much 
stronger  and  stiffer  than  in  the  10-inch  battery,  and  the  foundations  covered  a  larger 
area  per  unit  of  concrete  in  the  superstructure.  It  was  hoped  that  by  making  these 
improvements  a  much  better  foundation  could  be  made  for  the  8-incn  battery  than 
that  for  the  10-inch  battery,  and  that  even  if  the  battery  should  settle  i^'Ht^^^ 
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settle  oniforiDly,  thereby  not  impairing  its  nsefnlnoBs.  The  area  covered  by  the 
foundations  is  15,200  sqnare  feet,  the  weight  of  the  concrete  resting  on  it  8,360  tons, 
that  of  earth  7,900  tons,  that  of  the  gun  mountings  about  140  tons,  making  a  total 
weight  on  the  foundations  of  18,000  tons,  or  1.18  tons  per  square  foot,  I  believe 
the  actual  weight  will  at  times  be  somewhat  greater  than  this,  for  the  followiog 
reasons :  The  earth  parapets  extend  beyond  the  area  of  the  foundation  on  all  sidesy 
and  settlement  taking  place  underneath  more  freely  beyond  the  grillage,  that  part 
of  the  superstructure  resting  upon  the  foundations  will  not  be  a  cylinder  with  ver- 
tical surface,  but  an  inverted  conoid,  a  section  of  which  is  defined  by  the  founda- 
tion and  the  slope  of  which  is  variable,  but  has  for  its  maximum  the  angle  of  repose 
of  earth. 

The  piles  were  all  driven  with  one  Vulcan  steam  hammer  weighing  8,800  pounds, 
the  striking  part  weighing  about  one-half  this  amount  and  the  frame  and  steam  chest 
about  one-half,  which  acto  as  a  dead  weight  on  the  pile.  Stroke,  40  inches.  The 
driving  of  the  round  piles  commenced  after  the  sheet  piles  were  all  driven.  They 
were  driven  in  rows  lengthwise  of  the  battery,  commencing  with  the  center  rows 
and  proceeding  toward  the  sides.  Before  driving  commenced  posts  had  been  driven 
to  the  surface  of  the  ground  over  the  whole  area  of  the  foundations,  and  their  levels 
carefully  taken.  Their  levels  were  taken  at  various  times,  as  the  pile  driving  pro- 
gressed, to  ascertain  the  heaving  of  the  ground.  After  the  pile  driving  had  been 
completed  these  levels  showed  that  there  nad  been  very  little  heaving  m  the  mid- 
dle, where  the  first  rows  were  driven,  but  that  it  increased  toward  the  sidee,  where 
the  heaving  amounted  to  as  much  as  2  feet.  This  would  indicate  that,  as  might 
have  been  expected,  the  compression  of  the  earth  did  not  take  place  unifonuy. 
The  piles  first  driven  evidently  formed  their  own  barrier  to  the  lateral  movement  of 
the  earth,  so  that  this  area  was  not  influenced  by  the  oom[>ression  of  the  earth  doe 
to  the  subsequent  driving.  I  belieye  a  greater  uniformity  of  bearing  would  be 
obtained  by  driving  every  alternate  row  of  piles  first,  then  the  rest.  I  Mieve,  too, 
that  when  any  considerable  amount  of  heaving  takes  place  due  to  pile  driving,  the 
bearing  power  of  the  compressed  earth  is  lessened  in  consequence,  and  that  the  beet 
efforts  m  pile  driving  are  obtained  when  compression  of  earth  is  carried  Just  to  tiie 
point  of  heaving. 

The  foundation  was  constructed  by — 

(1)  Driving  a  row  of  8-inch  by  12-inch  sheet  piling,  25  to  40  feet  long,  made  with 
tongues  and  grooves  by  nailing  strips  on  the  edges,  inclosing  the  entire  axea  of  the 
foundations. 

(2)  Driving  round  piles,  58  feet  long,  within  this  area  in  rows,  lengthwiae  of  the 
battery,  4  feet  apart  centers. 

(3)  Constructing  a  grillage  consistin|r  of  a  row  of  caps,  lengthwise  the  battery, 
resting  on  this  a  dose  layer  of  timbers  m  a  traverse  direction,  and  on  the  latter  a 
close  layer  placed  longitudinally,  all  these  timbers  being  12  by  12  inch  sawed  pine 
and  each  layer  securely  drifbbolted  to  the  foundation  l^low.  The  driftbolts  used 
were  all  round  and  pointed,  1  inch  by  30  inches  being  used  for  securing  the  caps,  «nd 
f-inch  by  22  inches  for  securing  the  upper  layers.  The  upper  surface  of  this  g^ilage 
was  established  at  12  feet  below  mean  Uulf  level.  Borings  were  made  and  samples 
preserved  to  the  depth  of  100  feet. 

From  this  source  it  is  learned  that  below  the  surface  stratum  of  vegetable  matter, 
of  about  5  feet  depth,  the  foundatipn  is  mud,  consisting  of  a  mixture  of  sand  and  clay 
nearly  nni  form  in  composition  till  a  depth  of  26  feet  is  reached.  Then  comes  a  stratmn 
of  3  to  6  feet  thickness  of  pure,  fine,  compact  sand,  evidently  an  old  river  battnre, 
judging  from  its  tilting  position,  variable  depth,  and  composition.  Below  this  for 
several  feet  the  composition  is  much  the  same  as  above  it,  though  somewhat  more 
compact;  but  after  a  depth  of  40  to  45  feet  was  reached  the  percentage  of  clay  grad- 
ually increased  till  at  a  depth  of  65  to  75  feet  stiff,  heavy,  and  afinost  pure  clay 
formation  was  found. 

The  sand  stratum  has  always  offered  great  resistance  to  the  penetration  of  piles, 
so  much  so  that  it  was  thought  at  one  time  to  be  a  safe  place  to  stop  with  piles. 
Accordingly  the  pile  foundation  for  the  south  emplacement  of  the  10-inch  battery 
was  driven  until  the  pile  points  torminat'Cd  in  this  stratum.  Subsequent  settlement 
was  so  great  as  to  discourage  placing  further  dependence  upon  it.  Doubtless  the 
entire  sand  stratum  underneath  that  emplacement  nas  settled.  Considerable  testing 
for  bearing  power  of  the  piles  in  this  soil  was  done.  The  results  are  shown  graph- 
ically, on  an  accoutpanyiug  sheet,  where  curves  showing  the  resistance  offered  by 
piles  in  driving  are  shown.  On  these  diagrams  the  depth  of  the  piles  below  the  sur- 
face is  l:iid  off  on  a  vertical  line,  downward.  From  tnis  line  as  a  base  horizontal 
ordi nates  are  laid  off,  each  representing  the  number  of  strokes  of  the  steam  hammer 
required  at  that  point  to  drive  the  pile  1  foot.  The  curve  through  those  points  is 
the  curve  of  resistance  of  that  pile.  The  energy  developed  in  each  stroke  of  the 
steam  hammer  is  the  same,  hence  the  ordinates*  and  the  curves  represent  energy 
expended  as  well  as  blo^s  struck.  It  would  not  be  true  to  sa^  that  these  curves 
a/so  represent  the  work  done  in  dxvnn^  \^«  ^V\ft)  int  ^^n^t'^  considerable  part  of  the 
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kne^y  expended  in  the  eteam  hammer  was  lost  on  aooonnt  of  soft  or  battered  pile 
IheadBy  elasticity  of  the  wood  fibers,  and  crooks  in  the  piles,  which  deflected  mdch  of 
Hhe  downward  energy. 

So  Car  aa  possible  piles  were  selected  for  testing  which  were  straight,  of  sound 
hesrt,nnifoTm in. taper,  and  mediam  size,  so  that  the  lost  energy  would  be  minimam, 
and  so  that  the  aniformity  of  the  curves  would  admit  of  definite  conclusions  con- 
csming  the  bearing  power  of  the  earth  at  this  point.  Thus  flar  the  testing  had  been 
onde  with  praoiioalty  no  expense,  obserration  having  been  taken  during  the  regu- 
Itfoonrse  of  pile  driving  for  battery.  Some  further  testing  was  made,  however,  in 
tbf  following  manner:  After  the  piles  were  all  driven  for  the  foundation,  four  piles 
were  driven  within  this  area  by  means  of  a  drop  hammer.  They  occupied  the  four 
comers  of  a  7-foot  square.  They  were  of  different  lengths,  but  were  all  hewn  straight, 
and  to  uniform  shape  and  size.  Their  dimensions  were  8  inches  by  8  inches,  and 
were  tapered  for  16  feet  of  their  length  evenly  down  to  4  inches  by  4  inches  at  the 
p)int.  After  driving  and  sawing  off  to  the  same  level  a  platform  and  box  was  built 
upon  them  in  such  a  way  as  to  have  no  vertical  rigidity,  i.  e.,  so  that  that  pile  would 
be  free  to  aettle  under  a  load  without  the  load  thereby  being  distributed  to  the  other 
piles.  The  platform  was  then  loaded  with  old  shot,  and  at  short  intervals  levels 
were  taken.  Each  pile  supported  one-fourth  the  entire  weight.  As  soon  as  any  pile 
showed  sign  of  settlement,  nowever  small,  the  platform  at  that  corner  was  blocked 
up  to  prevent  farther  settlement  and  the  weighting  continued.  Records  were  kept 
of  the  tonnage  re<^uired  to  produce  settlement  of  each  pile.  When  this  was  com- 
pleted, four  more  piles  of  the  same  lengths  and  dimensions  were  driven  about  40  feet 
twyond  the  limits  of  the  foundation  and  weighted  similarly. 

The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  these  tests.  The  columns  of  ''load"  give 
the  load  in  tons  under  which  the  piles  showed  signs  of  settlement.  The  column  of 
''snT&oe"  gives  the  surface  of  each  pile  in  contact  with  the  earth.  The  columns 
of ''unit  of  friction"  give  the  quotient  of  total  load  on  any  pile  divided  by  the  snr- 
frMW  in  oontaot  with  earth,  or  the  resistance  to  settlement  per  square  foot  sorfaoe  of 
thepilA. 


Length. 

SozfiMe. 

Pike  driven  Inside 
of  fonndetion. 

Piles  driven  ont- 
side  of  fonndetion. 

Loed. 

Unit  of 
friction. 

Loed. 

Unit  of 
friction. 

18 
22 
28 
84 

Sq.fMt. 
82 
48 
84 
80 

8.88 

8.88 

18.60 

0.204 

.181 
.211 

7.87 
11.27 
18.21 
18.00 

0.221 
.238 

.258 
.288 

■ 

Tlie  34-foot  pile  inside  the  foundation  struck  some  local  obstruction  just  before 
driving  ceased,  and  did  not  show  signs  of  settlement  whan  weighted  with  27  tons. 

Corvee  of  resistance  to  driving  were  made  for  one  pile  outside  the  foundation  and 
one  inside.  As  the  energy  expended  in  different  blows  of  the  drop  hammer  is  not 
constant,  the  resistance  curves  are  curves  of  expended  energy  only,  the  ordinates 
representing  energy  expended  in  the  same  ratio  as  they  do  for  the  piles  driven  with 
steam  hammer,  so  that  results  of  the  two  methods  of  driving  may  be  compared. 
The  drop  hammer  used  weighs  1,200  pounds.  The  load  upon  these  test  piles  was 
applied  rather  slowly,  usuauy  not  more  rapidly  than  8  tons  per  pile  per  day.  On 
two  oooasions,  at  least,  the  weight  nearly  approached  that  wnion  produced  settle- 
ment, which  was  allowed  to  stand  forty  hours  on  the  pile  without  having  any  per- 
ceptible effect.  The  loading  was  not  done  till  the  pile  had  been  driven  from  one  to 
two  weeks,  giving  time  enough  for  the  pile  to  attain  its  fall  bearing  power. 

These  resists  would  indicate  that  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  an  ultimate 
friction al  resistance  against  settlement  of  piles  of  0.2  ton  per  square  foot  of  surface, 
and  that  this  value  increases  but  slowly  at  increasing  depth.  This  being  true, 
58-foot  piles  that  have  nearly  200  square  feet  of  surface  might  be  depended  upon 
to  sustain  a  load  of  40  tons,  and  the  80-foot  piles  used  in  the  south  emplacement  of 
the  10- inch  battery,  having  90  square  feet  surface,  18  tons. 

Theee  are  the  values  that  it  would  seem  might  be  relied  upon  for  piles  driven  indi- 
ridually,  or  when  driven  so  far  apart  that  each  pile  in  settling  would  do  so  by  the 
friction  of  the  earth  on  the  surface  of  the  piles  having  been  overcome.  If  piles  are 
driven  in  compressible  soils  too  closely  the  full  friction^  effect  will  not  be  obtained 
and  the  piles  will  settle  collectively  when  overloaded  by  the  entire  mass  of  piled 
earth  having  gone  down  before  the  limit  of  frictional  resistance  is  reached.  And  all 
sueb  excess  of  piles  within  a  given  area  beyond  the  number  which  would  settle  indi- 
vidually without  carrying  down  with  it  the  earth  strata  when  overloaded  is  worth- 
less as  affording  any  additional  bearing  power  to  the  foundation.  Whenever  pile 
Ibondations  in  compressible  soils  have  Men  observed  to  have  settled  before  a  weight 
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has  been  applied  as  great  as  the  frictiooal  resistance  of  the  earth  on  the  pile  surfaces, 
which  may  be  ascertained  by  the  simple  process  of  weighting  a  few  test  pilea,  it 
shows  that  there  is  an  excess  of  piles  within  the  given  area  of  foundations.  Better 
foundations  could  have  been  built  by  distributing  the  same  number  of  piles  over  a 
greater  area,  or  by  driving  a  fewer  number  of  longer  piles. 

The  superstructure  of  the  10-inoh  battery  constitutes  a  load  of  t5  tons  per  pile  in 
each  emplacement,  or  85  per  cent  of  what  our  experiments  on  the  surface  frictional- 
bearing  power  of  piles  would  indicate  that  the  90-foot  piles  would  Vear,  and  only  37 
per  cent  of  what  the  long  piles  ought  to  bear.  Tet  both  emplacements  have  settled, 
the  north  emplacement,  where  the  long  piles  were  used,  about  0.5  foot,  the  south 
emplacement,  where  30-foot  piles  were  used,  from  1  to  2  feet,  and  very  uneyenly. 
Likewise  in  the  8-inoh  battery  the  load  (18,000  tons)  on  the  foundations  prodacea  a 
Motional  resistance  of  0.094  ton  per  square  foot  of  frictional  surface  of  piles — less 
than  half  what  our  experiments  indicated  that  the  piles  would  bear.  Yet  this  bat- 
tery has  also  settled.  In  my  last  year's  annual  report  on  10-inch  battery  I  recom- 
mended a  spacing  of  7  feet  for  piles.  I  am  confident  that  had  the  spacing  been  ^ipreater 
by  one-half  on  tne  8-inch  battery  the  bearing  power  of  the  foundation  piles  of  the 
same  length  would  not  have  been  decreased,  and  it  might  have  been  materially 
increased  by  splicing  piles  and  making  them  longer. 

It  was  hoped  that  in  makluff  these  experiments  sufficient  data  could  be  obtained 
so  that  some  of  the  constants  In  the  reputable  formulas  for  bearing  power  of  piles 
could  be  eliminated,  and  the  value  of  others  found  for  this  locality;  or  that  the  relia- 
bility and  applicability  of  the  formula  to  conditions  existing  at  this  place  might  be 
ascertained ;  or  that  in  case  of  their  failure  a  new  formation  found  here.  The  oat- 
break  of  war  put  an  untimely  end  to  these  experiments,  but  it  is  hoped  that  they 
may  be  continued  in  the  near  future. 

The  excavating  and  sawing  of  pile  heads  was  accomplished  in  eight  days,  and  the 
capping  of  piles  and  construction  of  grillage,  constituting  the  placing  of  420,000  feet 
B.  M.  12  by  12  timber,  required  only  ten  days  of  two  eight-hour  shifts  each.  All  this 
timber  was  transferred  to  the  work  over  barrow  pits,  moats,  piles  of  material,  and 
obstructions  of  all  kinds,  and  thence  delivered  to  the  exact  place  in  the  grillAge 
where  it  is  to  be  used  by  overhead  trolleys.  It  was  erected  on  the  same  plan  as  the 
Lidgerwood  cable  ways^  only  much  simpler.  A  manila  rope  was  suspended  at  the 
height  of  35  to  40  feet,  beinff  drawn  taut  between  two  gin  poles  well  guyed.  A  snatch 
block  rides  along  this  cable.  Attached  to  this  suatcn  block  is  a  rope  which  runs  to 
one  gin  pole,  and  thence  to  one  drum  of  a  hoisting  engine,  thus  serving  as  a  backing 
line.  To  the  trolley  was  also  attached  another  snatch  block,  throagh  which  runs  the 
hoisting  line  with  a  pair  of  timber  hooks  attached  to  the  end,  the  other  end  running 
to  the  second  gin  pole,  and  thence  to  the  second  drum  of  the  hoisting  engine.  A  rig 
like  this  could  bring  and  place  timber  as  rapidly  as  two  forces  of  men,  forty  each, 
could  place,  fit,  and  driftoolt  them  into  position.  Round  driftbolts  were  need 
entirely.  For  capping  they  were  1  inch  by  30  inches,  pointed,  and  the  holes  were 
bored  with  f-inch  augers.  For  the  rest  of  the  grillage  they  were  i  inch  by  22  inches, 
the  holes  being  bored  with  l^inch  augers,  4  feet  apart. 

Considerable  weight  and  concrete  were  saved  by  placing  relieving  arches  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  battery.  The  forms  were  built  mostly  of  1-inch  lumber,  and  were 
left  in.  They  have  been  made  use  of  for  still  another  purpose.  These  arches  have 
all  been  connected  together  with  culverts  built  before  concrete  work  was  com- 
menced, at  an  elevation  of  2  feet  above  mean  Gulf  level.  A  main  drain  runs  firom 
one  of  these  to  the  rear.  The  counterweight  well,  magazines,  and  passages  have 
drain  holes  from  their  floors  into  these  arches.  Thus  they  are  made  to  serre  the 
purpose  of  a  complete  system  of  underground  drainage  for  the  battery. 

The  concrete  mass  was  placed  in  twenty-six  days.  It  was  mixed  by  machine  after 
the  same  general  method  as  in  the  10-inch  batteiy,  described  in  detail  in  my  last 
year's  annual  report.  The  main  difference  was  that  in  the  10-inch  battery  German 
Portland  cement  was  used  entirely,  while  in  the  8-inch  battery  American  natural 
cement  was  used  for  the  entire  mass,  the  surfacing  of  the  exposed  faces  of  battery 
and  of  the  surfaces  and  floors  of  magazines  and  gun  platforms  having  been  done  with 
American  Portland  cement.  The  natural  cement  was  a  Louisville  Star  brand,  6,000 
barrels  having  been  used.  The  Portland  was  Atlas  brand,  200  barrels ;  Vulture,  100 
barrels,-  and  Knight,  200  barrels.  Having  no  testing  machine,  we  were  unable  to 
make  any  tests  of  cement  that  were  reliable  or  satisfactory.  It  was  feared  that  the 
natural  cement  was  valueless,  for,  after  taking  on  a  slight  initial  set,  it  remained  in 
a  waxy  state  for  days  without  apparently  hardening  in  the  least.  I  noticed,  how- 
ever, tiliat  exposure  to  the  air  hastened  the  hardening,  consequently  the  forms  were 
taken  down  as  soon  as  seemed  prudent,  really  on  the  day  following  the  completion 
of  the  concrete  mass.  The  forms  for  magazines  were  left  about  a  week  longer. 
When  the  forms  were  taken  down  the  concrete  was  in  a  sofL  viscous  state,  but  a 
few  weeks'  exposure  to  the  air  developed  a  hard  set  on  the  surface. 

These  results  convinced  me  that  natural  cement,  especially  the  Louisville  brands, 
fhooid  not  be  used  where  the  strains  are  to  be  applied  within  a  few  weeks.    A  con- 
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rideiable  quantity,  about  500  onbio  yards,  of  old  oonorete,  which  had  been  blasted 
out  of  old  foundation  in  clearing  site  for  new  battery,  was  used  the  same  as  rook, 
embedding  large  pieces  in  the  new  concrete.  The  mass  of  concrete  had  the  follow- 
ing composition,  approximately:  Natnral  cement,  1  part;  sand,  If  parts;  gravel,  4 
parts.  It  was  made  somewhat  richer  than  this  in  the  gun  platforms  and  the  tops  of 
the  batte^  for  a  depth  of  1  foot.  On  all  exposed  surfaces,  in  the  magazines  ana  the 
interior  of  the  J)attery,  there  was  a  thickness  of  8  inches  composed  of  mortar  and 
sand  of  2  parts  and  cement  1  part,  and  immediately  in  front  of  the  guns  the  thick* 
ness  was  increased  to  6  inches. 

Unusual  precautions  were  taken  against  dampness  that  might  affect  the  magazines. 
At  an  elevation  of  6  feet  there  is  a  tile  drain  which  surrounds  the  concrete  entirely 
on  tiie  river  front  or  sides,  and  has  an  outfall  at  ths  ends  to  the  rear,  having  been 
given  a  slope  of  0.5  foot.  In  front  of  the  magazines  the  vertical  snrfaces  were  given 
a  coatinf^  consisting  of  asphaltum  1  part,  coal  tar  3  parts,  applied  hot  with  a  brush. 
In  addition  to  this  there  was  placed  within  the  walls  surrounding  the  magazines, 
and  at  a  distance  therefrom  of  1  fooL  a  ventilating  partition  bunt  of  hollow  tUe. 
The  ventilator  is  open  to  the  air  at  the  upper  par^  and  extends  from  1  foot  above 
the  level  of  the  ceilings  of  the  magazines  to  the  floor  level,  and  have  their  drainage 
into  the  relieving  arches  underneath. 

The  entire  exposed  snrfaces  of  the  concrete— floors,  walls,  and  magazines  included — 
have  been  given  a  smoothing  coat  of  mortar  composed  of  Portland  cement  1  part 
and  of  sand  1  part. 

The  gun  carriages  and  mountings  and  one  gun  were  delivered  February  26.  They 
were  moved  across  the  battery  from  the  front  and  mounted  when  the  parapets  had 
been  oonstructed.  Just  to  the  height  of  the  gun  platform,  in  April,  which  proved 
much  quicker  and  more  economical  than  doing  it  after  the  parapets  had  been  com- 
pleted. One  of  the  guns  did  not  arrive  till  June  2.  The  mounting  of  it  was  com- 
pleted June  16.  The  mounting  of  both  these  guns  was  done  by  the  Engineer  Depart- 
ment. The  base  rings  have  not  yet  been  permanentljir  leveled  and  set  in  place,  it 
being  thought  best  to  leave  them  as  long  as  possible,  till  the  result  of  settlement  of 
the  battery  could  be  observed. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  the  battery  was  still  uncompleted  in  the  following 
respects:  About  1,000  cubic  yards  of  earth  ^as  still  to  be  placed  in  the  parapets,  but 
before  this  can  be  done  the  two  buildings  used  for  storehouses  will  have  to  be  removed. 
The  circular  steps  and  surfaces  of  ^n  platforms  are  yet  to  be  given  a  smoothing 
surface  coat  of  mortal^  and  the  base  rings  permanently  set  in  concrete.  The  concrete 
veneering,  1  foot  thick,  over  the  entire  sniface  of  the  loading  platform,  remains  to  be 
done.  It  is  not  thought  advisable  to  do  this  till  neveral  month's  time  has  elapsed,  so 
tiiat  the  earth  shall  have  had  sufficient  time  to  settle.  A  temporaiy  platform  has  been 
constructed  of  wood,  to  facilitate  drill  and  the  use  of  the  gun  for  the  present. 
Ihccept  this,  the  battery  could  easily  be  completed  by  July  15,  if  the  money  were 
available. 

The  original  estimate  for  material  and  cost  of  construction  of  this  battery  was  aa 
follows : 

Repair,  alteration,  and  extension  to  working  plant $3, 000. 00 

Preparation  of  site,  demolishing  of  old  magazines,  gun  plat- 
forms, parapets  and  parade  to  wator  battery,  consisting  of 
earth,  concreto,  wood  foundations,  and  shells  in  unknown 
portions,  7,200  yards,  at  average  unit  price  of  65  cents  per 

yard 4,680.00 

Foundations : 

22,000  linear  feet  of  12  by  12  sheet  piling  in  place,  at 

25  cents 5,500.00 

63,600  linear  feet  round  piling  in  place,  at  20  cents 12, 720. 00 

418,000  feet  B.  M.  of  12  by  12  timber,  in  grillage,  at 

25  cents 10,450.00 

20,500  pounds  driftbolts,  at  5  cents 1,025.00 

Refill  below  grillage,  1,130  yards  earth,  at  45  cents 508. 50 

137,883.60 

Additional  10  per  cent  for  contingencies 3, 788. 35 

Cost  of  battery  up  to  superstructure 41,671.85 

Superstructure  up  to  reference  (12) : 

Placing  2,420  yards  concreto,  at  $8.50,  including  forms. ..  $20, 570. 00 
Placing  8,000  yards  earth  in  parapets  and  gun  platforms, 

at  50  cents 4,000.00 

4,000  pounds  anchor  bolts  and  iron  in  place,  at  10  cents. . .         400. 00 

24,970.00 

Additional  lOpercentfor  contingencies 2,497.00 
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8np6rBtnictnre  abore  reference  (12) : 

Placing  1,744  yards  concrete,  at  $8.50,  inolnding  forma $14, 824. 00 

Placing  4,000  yards  earth  in  paranett,  at  60  cents 2, 000. 00 

Placing  24,000  pounds  iron  in  ceilingBy  and  other  places, 

at  5  cents 1,200.00 

Sixteen  triplex  spar-gear  blocks 576.00 

Drainage  a  vs  tem,  ventilators,  aaphaltnm,  etc 2, 500. 00 

Doors  and  fittings 500.00 

Setting  base  rings 800.00 

$22,400.00 

Additional  10  per  cent  for  contingencies 2,240.00 

Costof  sapeiBtmctnre  above  reference  12 24,640.00 

Grand  total,  cost  of  entira  battery. 93, 778. 85 

This  was  the  estimate  made  on  the  supposition  that  the  battery  was  to  be  built 
under  normal  conditions,  and  had  not  nuusual  conditions  developed,  such  as  could 
not  have  been  foreseen,  the  battery  would  have  been  built  within  this  estimate. 
By  accident  in  copying,  by  which  the  estimate  for  extension  of  plant  was  omitted, 
the  estimate  as  given  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers  appeared  about  $3,300  less  than  this. 

The  following  unforeseen  circnmstances  have  tended  to  increase  the  cost  beyond 
what  was  anticipated :  The  outbreak  of  yellow  fever  and  establishment  of  quarantine 
in  the  antumn  of  1897;  the  outbreak  of  war  with  Spain,  and  the  unusual  long 
period  of  high  water  in  the  Mississippi  River,  which  has  prevented  obtaining  earth 
except  by  very  lon{^  haul.  The  battery  has  already  cost  $97,000,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  $3,000  more  will  be  required  to  complete  it. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $2,890.90 

Amount  allotted  during  fiscal  year 106,282.56 

109, 112. 86 
Jone  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 97, 085. 62 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 12,027.24 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $5,394.79 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 1, 200. 00 

6,594.79 

July  ly  1898,  balance  available 5,432.45 

Battery  for  two  4.7 -inch  R.  F.  guns. — The  approved  project  for  this 
battery  provides  for  the  construction  of  batteries  of  two  4  7-inch  rapid- 
fire  guns,  pedestal  mounted. 

A  preliminary  allotment  was  made  of  $6,000  for  the  construction  of 
this  battery,  and  a  further  allotment  of  $1,000  was  also  made,  both 
from  appropriation  for  <' National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898. 

Under  instructions  to  make  such  arraugemeuts  as  were  possible  for 
the  mounting  of  these  guns  at  the  earliest  practicable  date,  in  the 
absence  of  plans  for  the  4.7-inch  battery  plans  and  estimates  were  made 
and  submitted  modeled  from  the  5-inch  rapid-fire  guns.-  On  Aprill4, 
1898,  these  plans  and  estimates  were  returned  by  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers, with  the  statement  that  they  would  involve  too  heavy  expense 
and  loss  of  time,  and  directing  that  these  gtins  be  mounted  temporarily 
on  the  face  cover,  using  the  existing  magazines  and  parapets.  By 
direction  the  surplus  material  already  purchased  for  this  battery  was 
used  in  other  work  at  the  forts  as  far  as  practicable.  The  procurement 
of  supplies  and  engagement  of  services  was  authorized  under  item  1, 
Army  Eegulation  556. 

No  further  work  has  been  done  toward  mounting  these  guns  on 
account  of  the  nonarrival  of  guns  and  carriages,  but  it  is  proposed  to 
mount  them  on  an  existing  platform. 

Eight-inch  B.  L.  rifles  mounted  on  15-inch  smooth-bore  carriages. — ^The 
project  for  this  battery  proi>osed  the  mounting  of  two  8-inch  B.  L. 
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rifles  on  strengthened  barbette  carriages  for  15-inch  smooth-bore  guns 
by  using  steel  cradles. 

An  allotment  of  $6,000  was  made  for  this  battery  on  April  27. 1898, 
and  a  farther  allotment  of  $4,000  was  made  on  Jane  13, 18*J8,  botn  from 
the  appropriation  for  '< National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898. 

Material  has  been  ordered  for  the  constraction  of  this  battery  and 
plans  and  estimates  of  same  submitted.  The  present  intention  is  to 
strengthen  and  use  the  existing  old  platforms. 

The  iron  for  converting  the  carriages  was  received  on  May  20, 1898, 
but  nothing  has  been  done  toward  mounting  the  guns,  as  the  guns  have 
not  arrived,  and  it  is  considered  inexpedient  to  weaken  the  armament  of 
the  forts  by  dismounting  the  15-inch  Rodman  ^uns  now  mounted  on  the 
carriages  proposed  for  conversion,  until  the  8- inch  rifles  have  arrived. 

Money  statement. 

BATTSRISS  FOB  RAPm-FIRK  OUK8  AND  8-INCH  BIFLS8. 

Amount  allotted  daring  fiscal  year $17,000.00 

Jane  90,  1898,  amount  expended  during  flsoal  year 8,374.25 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 8,825.75 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 604.95 

July  1, 1898.  balance  avaUabie 8,020.80 

Emplacements  for  two  d4nch  rifles^  disa/ppearing  carriages, — Mr.  0.  A. 
Minei^s  report  is  appended,  and  it  will  give  in  detail  much  that  will 
prove  interesting. 

BXPOBT  OF  MR.  O.  ▲.  MINBBy  ASSISTANT  XNGINKBB. 

Orders  were  reoeived  on  March  18, 1898,  to  commence  construction  of  a  battery  for 
two  8-inch  B.  L.  rifles  with  fhnds  allotted  from  the  appropriation  for  *'Nationid 
Defense/'  act  of  March  9, 1898,  and  the  work  of  making  estimates  for  the  necessary 
materials  for  construction  work  and  for  working  plant  was  done  without  delay. 
These  materials  were  mostly  purchased  by  informal  contract  in  open  market,  and 
delivery  commenced  before  April  1. 

The  location  of  this  battery  was  such  that  the  transportation  of  aU  materials  to 
the  site  was  necessarily  ezpensiye,  and  as  the  g^atest  attainable  speed  in  construc- 
tion was  enjoined  it  was  necessary  to  provide  a  very  elaborate  working  plant.  As 
this  occurred  during  the  period  of  hish  water  In  tlie  Mississippi  River,  when  all  the 
land  outside  the  levee  was  submergea  and  aU  inside  the  levee  which  was  not  barrow 

{>its  or  moats  was  wet  with  seepage,  it  necessitated  the  construction  of  wharves 
arge  enough  to  not  only  unload  materials,  but  to  store  them  to  some  extent.  The 
bank  of  the  river  opposite  the  battery  being  very  steep  and  oaving  from  year  to 
year,  it  was  deemed  unsafe  to  build  wharves  at  this  point  on  which  large  quantities 
of  materials  would  have  to  be  stored.  Hence  the  wharf  had  to  be  constructed  much 
lower  down,  below  the  limit  of  caving  bank.  All  materials  had  to  be  brought  over 
parapets  25  feet  high.  There  was  storage  space  in  the  old  casemates  near  the  pro- 
posed battery  for  cement,  and  limited  space  on  the  parade  in  the  rear  of  the  battery 
for  sand,  gravel,  and  lumber.  The  casemates  woiud  also  serve  to  some  extent  as 
quarters  for  laborers. 

These  were  some  of  the  conditions  confronting  the  engineers ;  some  of  the  elements 
in  the  problem  of  designing  a  proper  workine  plant.  It  was  decided  to  construct  a 
wharf  80  by  100  feet,  and  thence  an  eleyated  railroad  pile  trestle  on  a  compound 
curve  up  a  2  per  cent  grade  to  the  rear  of  the  battery.  A  derrick  was  to  be  placed 
on  the  wharf  to  hoist  muterials  from  barges  and  place  them  on  cars.  Materials  were 
to  be  hauled  on  dump  cars  by  a  steam  locomotive.  A  derrick  was  to  be  erected  near 
the  rear  terminus  of  the  trestle  road  to  assist  in  unloading  certain  kinds  of  articles. 
A  derrick  was  to  be  erected  near  where  the  trcHtle  road  crossed  the  front  parapet,  for 
the  same  purpose,  and  also  to  hoist  piling  and  timber  from  moat  and  place  it  inside 
the  fort.  When  concreting  should  begin  two  derricks  and  a  concreted  mixer  were 
to  be  erected  in  convenient  places  to  handle  the  concrete. 

Lumber  commenced  to  arrive  March  26,  and  construction  work  commenced  the 
same  day.    The  first  work  done  was  to  build  a  temporary  bridge  from  the  outer  to 
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the  inner  or  main  levee,  and  thence  a  temporary  bridge  across  the  moat  to  the  nearest 
bastion.  In  this  bastion  was  immediately  constructMl  a  mess  hall.  This  was  accom- 
plished so  rapidly  that  the  boarding  of  employees  commenced  \pT\i  6.  Following 
this,  an  oifice  was  built  near  the  ordnance-sergeant's  residence.  A  building  in  the 
rear  part  of  the  fort  outside  the  main  walls  was  constructed  for  quarters  for  employ- 
ees, and  buildings  were  constructed  for  blacksmith  and  carpenter  shops.  The  wharf 
and  trestle  bridge  were  constructed  as  quickly  as  possible,  three  pile  drivers  were 
built,  the  derricks  erected,  and  the  working  plant  completed  as  far  as  practicable  at 
this  staj^e  of  the  work,  with  all  possible  speiad.  We  were  ready  to  commence  work 
on  the  roundations  two  weeks  before  the  necessary  piles  were  delivered,  and  a  large 
part  of  the  force  of  laborers  had  to  be  discharged  for  want  of  work  to  do. 

The  wharf  is  built  upon  piles  driven  8  feet  apart,  and  usually  with  30  feet  pene- 
tration. There  are  143  piles  in  all.  The  trestle  bridge  is  built  of  similar  pilee  in 
three-pile  bents,  10  feet  apart  up  to  the  parapets.  Beyond  tbat  they  are  framed 
bents  resting  on  the  ground.  It  was  intended  for  standard-gauffe  rolling  stock.  A 
standard-gauge  engine  and  8  narrow-gauge  dump  oars  were  purchased,  necessitating 
the  putting  in  of  a  third  rail. 

Two  IG-horsepower  American,  one  30-horsepower  Lidgerwood,  and  one  old 
35-horsepower  Mundy  engine  were  purchased.  Also  one  60-foot  boom,  58- foot  mast, 
and  5-ton  capacity  derrick  of  the  horizontal  boom  type  was  purchased  of  the  Amer- 
ican Hoist  and  Derrick  Company.    A  water-supply  plant  was  erected. 

The  cost  of  working  the  plant,  in  detail,  is  as  follows : 

Wharf  and  trestle  bridge  (estimated) $7,200.00 

Two  pile-driver  derriokp 900.00 

Ten  Kitson  lights 525.00 

Two  16-ton  hoisting  engines 1,850.00 

One  30-ton  hoisting  engine 984.00 

One  35-ton  hoisting  engine 700.00 

One  locomotive .* 600.00 

Eight  dump  cars 865.00 

One  5-ton  derrick 730.00 

One  6,500  pounds  steam  pile-driver  hammer 745.00 

One  2,800  pounds  drop  hammer * 69.43 

Buildings  and  bridges  (estimated) 

Mess-hall  plant  (estimated) 1,200.00 

Blacksmith  plant 120.00 

Sundries 2,000.00 

Two  5-ton  derricks,  the  concrete  mixer,  and  one  8,800  pounds  steam  pile-driyer 
hammer  used  on  this  work  were  taken  from  the  work  on  other  emplacements. 

Piling  for  foundations  began  to  arrive  slowly  April  14.  Driving  at  once  com- 
menced, but  was  continually  interrupted  on  account  of  the  slow  delivery  of  piles. 
Supplementary  work  was  found  for  the  labor  to  some  extent  in  the  moving  and 
remounting  ol  old  15-inch  Rodman  guns  and  carriages,  for  which  a  special  allotment 
of  $6,000  was  made  April  27. 

At  the  commencement  of  work  great  difficulty  was  experienced  with  the  labor. 
Most  of  the  laborers  were  from  New  Orleans  and  were  of  a  very  poor  class.  Many 
had  no  motive  in  coming  but  to  satisfy  a  curiosity  to  see  the  forts,  and  had  no  inten- 
tion of  performing  labor  that  should  prove  difficult  or  distasteful  to  their  refined 
senses.  Thev  could  not  be  depended  upon  in  the  least,  and  out  of  such  a  heterogeneoos 
class  it  required  some  time  to  cull  out  the  few  good  men  and  organize  a  working 
force.  About  1,500  men  had  to  be  employed  before  a  working  force  of  400  good  men 
was  organized.  Those  discharged  flooded  the  office  in  New  Orleans,  clamoring  for 
the  immediate  payment  of  their  small  time  checks,  and  stampeded  all  office  work. 

Finally,  however,  a  splendid  working  force  was  organized  and  real  progress  began 
to  be  made.  It  was  decided  to  introduce  negro  labor  to  some  extent,  with  the  hope 
partly  of  obtaining  a  more  reliable  and  earnest  class  of  labor,  and  partly  that  the 
negroes  would  be  more  immune  to  the  very  unhealthy  climatic  conditiona  existing  tt 
the  site  of  the  work.  About  150  negroes  arrived  in  the  first  installment,  and  their 
arrival  was  the  signal  for  a  general  strike  by  all  the  white  laborers.  This  occorred 
May  12. 

At  this  time  pile  driving  was  nearly  completed,  lacking  not  more  than  three  days. 
The  ne^ro  labor  that  supplanted  the  white  were  totaUy  unskilled,  especially  at 
pile  dnvin^r^  and  the  first  two  or  three  installments  were  of  about  as  worthless  a 
class.  Having  to  commence  anew  to  build  up  an  organization  and  get  it  into  work- 
ing discipline,  there  was  almost  no  work  accomplished  for  two  weeks,  and  the  com- 
pletion of  the  battery  was  delayed  that  much.  It  required  nearly  three  weeks  for 
the  negroes  to  complete  pile  driving,  and  it  was  only  accomplished  in  that  time  by 
the  introduction  of  a  number  of  white  skilled  pile  drivers.  This  was  May  27. 
During  the  remainder  of  the  fiscal  year  the  labor  consisted  of  both  whites  and 
hl&okB,  the  whites  being  depended  upon  generally  where  skill  was  required.     When 
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the  white  pile  driyere  were  fint  introduced  there  was  a  strike  of  limited  proportions 
amoDff  the  negroes,  which  was  soon  quelled,  since  which  there  has  been  no  labor 
trouble,  and  whites  and  blacks  have  worked  together  harmoniously. 

The  foundations  were  entirely  completed  June  21.  The  concrete-mixing  plant, 
derricks,  and  concrete  forms  were  at  once  put  up  and  concreting  commenced  June 
28,  since  which  we  have  been  making  and  placing  concrete  at  the  rate  of  240  yards 
per  da^.  It  is  estimated  that  the  concrete  work  will  have  progressed  so  far  that  the 
mounting  of  the  guns  oould  be  begun  by  July  12,  and  that  the  concrete  work  will 
be  finished,  except  the  smoothing  surface  coat  of  plaster^  by  July  20. 

The  type  of  battery,  foundations,  and  superstructure  is  almost  identical  with  the 
8-inch  battery  constructed  under  the  regular  fortification  appropriation  acts. 

The  materials  of  all  kinds  ami  methods  of  construction  are  the  same.  It  was  con- 
structed with  a  more  elaborate  plant,  and,  as  a  rule,  at  greater  speed.  It  was  esti- 
mated to  cost  $127,809.66,  nearly  $36,000  more  than  the  8-inch  battery  previously 
constructed.    This  increased  cost  would  be : 

(a)  In  purchasing  and  establishing  an  adequate  working  plant. 

(h)  In  the  increased  cost  of  labor,  due  to  the  poor  quality  of  labor  obtainable  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  and  the  fact  that  a  much  larger  force  had  to  be  kept  in 
reserve  than  was  actually  needed  most  of  the  time  on  account  of  the  emergency. 

(e)  In  the  increased  cost  of  materials,  due  to  the  influence  of  the  war,  the  very 
limited  time  allowed  the  contractors  to  make  a  delivery,  and  the  fact  that  there 
was  not  sufficient  time  to  obtain  the  freest  competition  in  bids. 

In  driving  piles  a  stratum  was  reached  at  a  depth  of  210  feet  which  increased 
rapidly  in  hardness  down  to  40  feet  depth,  below  which  it  was  impracticable  to 
drive  piles.  We  succeeded  in  driving  a  few  deep  as  60  feet  before  destruction  of  the 
pile  head,  but  did  not  penetrate  through  the  hard  stratum.  Most  of  the  piles,  there- 
fore, are  driven  40  to  42  feet  deep.  It  is  believed  that  a  much  better  foundation 
exists  for  this  battery  than  has  been  found  at  the  site  of  the  other  8-inch  battery, 
and  that  no  trouble  will  be  experienced  from  settlement. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  allotted  during  fiscal  year $125,000.00 

June  SO,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 92,327.44 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 32,672  56 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $18,673.58 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts... ...      2, 350. 00 

21,023.58 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available : 11,648.96 

Submarine  mine  defense. — Acting  under  orders  of  tbe  Gbief  of  Engi- 
neers, immediate  steps  were  taken  to  provide  for  the  torpedo  defense  of 
New  Orleans,  La. 

It  was  impossible  to  determine  tbe  nature  of  tbe  service  required, 
and  tbe  moment  it  might  be  called  upon  to  obstruct  tbe  entrance  of  an 
enemy's  fleet  or  cruiser  with  accompanying  torpedo  boats  bent  upon 
tbe  destruction  of  such  property  as  might  be  within  the  radios  of  their 
operations.  In  the  absence  of  any  regular  torpedo  supplies  all  baste 
was  made  to  extemporize  torpedoes  which,  while  not  understood  to  be 
as  efficient  as  regular  models,  would  serve  immediate  requirements. 

The  officer  in  charge  was  without  allotment  of  funds  to  do  anything^ 
but  the  Citizens'  Gommittee  came  to  his  relief  and  furnished  what  was 
requisite,  under  the  understanding  that  no  claims  would  be  considered 
as  attached  to  tbe  United  States  unless  money  was  appropriated  by 
Congress  for  the  service. 

The  nature  of  the  localities  where  the  torpedoes  were  to  be  used  made 
it  necessary  to  use  rather  substantial  devices.  The  water  in  the  river 
is  very  deep,  the  current  very  swift,  and  the  situation  was  greatly  com- 
plicated by  the  heavy  drift.  Boiler-iron  cases  were  used,  the  size  being 
regulated  greatly  by  the  material  available.  Although  the  ftill  number 
was  not  planted,  those  put  in  place  seem  to  have  answered  very  well. 
After  the  buoyant  mines  of  improvised  pattern  bad  been  placed  noth- 
ing further  was  done  until  tbe  arrival  of  the  regular  outfit. 
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In  the  work  at  the  forts  the  difficalties  would  have  been  almost  insnr- 
moantable  had  it  not  been  for  the  service  of  Lient.  Henry  Jervey,  Ck>rps 
of  Engineers,  whose  industry  and  devotion  to  duty  under  rather  trying 
circumstances  are  worthy  of  commendation.  Oapt.  6.  McO.  Derby, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  also  contributed  greatly  to  the  success  of  the 
operations  by  lending  three  very  fine  barges,  which  are  still  in  nse. 
Maj.  J.  H.  Willard,  Oorps  of  Engineers,  also  tendered  the  use  of  the 
snag  boat  MeigSy  and  it  is  believed  that  this  vessel  has  probably 
proved  better  adapted  to  this  particular  work  than  anything  of  the 
kind  to  be  found  in  this  vicinity.  It  was  indeed  a  fortunate  thing  that 
it  could  be  secured.  The  ofQcer  in  charge  is  confident  that  much  of  the 
success  attending  the  planting  of  the  mines  was  due  to  the  yaloable 
service  of  this  boat,  and  its  very  efficient  crew. 

Lieutenant  Jervey's  report  is  attached  and  attention  is  invited  by 
the  officer  in  charge  to  the  recommendations  which  he  makes  relative 
to  the  torpedo  material  and  the  location  of  the  grand  junction  boxes, 
etc.,  and  to  the  mention  of  the  valuable  services  of  the  Engineer  Bat- 
talion detachment,  which,  it  is  believed,  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  x>oint 
out  the  advisability  of  having  a  sufficiency  of  such  men  to  perform  all 
the  duties  connected  with  the  planting  and  care  of  the  mines.  A  good 
deal  of  reliance  has  necessarily  been  put  upon  such  expert  assistants 
as  could  be  obtained,  fortunately  with  good  results;  but  it  must  be  evi- 
dent that  some  time  was  necessarily  consumed  in  imparting  to  these 
gentlemen  the  knowledge  which  is  obviously  specific,  and  which  had 
better  remain  in  the  possession  of  the  army  officers,  who  can  be  held  to 
strict  accountability  under  military  regulations. 

Money  statement 

Amount  allotted  firom  appropriation  for  "  National  Defense'' $11, 500. 00 

Amount  allotted  f^om  appropriation  for  ''Torpedoes  for  Harbor  Defense, 
Jannary  1, 1899" 16,000.00 

26,600.00 
Jnne  SO,  1898,  amoont  expended  during  fiscal  year 5, 139.96 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 21, 360. 04 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  Jiabilities 8^526.27 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 12,833.77 

BEPORT  OF  FIRST  LIIEUT.  HBNRY  JBBVET,  CORPS  OF  BNOINBBES. 

Fort  Jackson,  La.,  Juljf  l,  1898, 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  in  connec- 
tion with  the  submarine-mine  defense  of  the  harbor  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  to  include 
June  30, 1898. 

Havine  reported  on  April  16, 1898,  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  duty  under  your  imme- 
diate orders,  as  per  Special  Order  No.  82,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adjntant-Gren- 
eral's  Office,  dated  Washiugton,  D.  C,  April  8, 1898, 1  was  by  your  yerbal  directions 
assigned  to  the  work  of  establishing  a  system  of  submarine  mines  to  obstruct  the 
Mississippi  Kiver.    •    •    *• 

Previous  to  my  arrival  the  district  officer  had  decided  to  establish  a  skirmish  line 
as  soon  as  possible,  using  extemporized  material,  and  had  already  given  orders  for 
the  manufacture  or  purchase  of  the  same,  including  mine  cases,  anchors,  fuse  cansy 
and  circuit  closers.  Purely  automatic  operation  was  contemplated,  and  it  wss 
deemed  inexpedient  to  provide  any  "cut-off"  apparatus,  whereby  a  mine  could  be 
insulated  f^om  the  shore  after  or  simultaneous  with  its  explosion. 

The  embrasure  of  the  mining  casement  had  been  blasted  down  to  the  water  sarfiMs 
to  permit  the  entrance  of  the  cables.  Mine  cases,  anchors,  and  Junction  boxes  for 
two  grand  groups  had  been  delivered;  also  20  improvised  mine  cases  for  the  skirmish 
line.    No  cable  had  been  delivered. 
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A  small  coasting  Inmber  steamer,  the  Dial,  had  been  eneaged  to  lav  cables  and  plant 
mines,  and  she  was  present  for  dnty .  She  was  provided  forward  with  a  gaff  or  boom 
hnng  from  her  mast,  and  capable  of  swinging  tnrongh  an  arc  of  about  150  dejurrees  afb 
of  the  mast.  The  hoisting  engine,  forward  of  the  mast,  could  readily  lift  the  heaviest 
anchor  with  a  double  purchase,  but  was  very  unreliable,  being  destitute  of  a  brake. 
Deck  room  between  engine  room  and  mast  was  ample  for  taking  on  board  six  or  eight 
torpedoes  and  their  anchors.  The  rails  were  high  above  the  deck  and  the  boom  was 
too  short  to  swing  clear  of  the  rail,  which  made  it  very  awkward  to  lower  a  heavy 
weight  overboard.  The  permanen  t  crew  consisted  of  captain,  pilot,  engineer,  fireman^ 
steward,  and  deck  hand. 

Preliminary  operations:  On  April  21, 1898,  carpenters  started  the  work  of  fitting 
up  the  mining  casemate  with  the  usual  operating  and  testing  tables  and  shelving. 
On  April  22  a  small  frame  building,  14  by  28  feet,  for  the  loading  room,  was  start^ 
near  the  river.    A  heavy  drum  frune  was  also  bnilt. 

As  it  had  been  decided  to  extemporize  a  cable  for  the  skirmish  lines  by  lashing  an 
insulated  copper  wire  and  a  steel  wire  rope  together,  I  made  requisition  at  once 
for  the  necessary  wire  rope,  insulated  wire,  marline,  etc.,  set  negroes  to  work  over- 
hauling and  strengthening  noisting  gear  of  steamer  JHal,  put  in  a  new  stop  stay  to 
gaff,  and  renewed  heel  tackle  and  all  hoisting  lines.  By  the  end  of  the  third  day 
most  of  the  above  preliminary  work  had  been  completed,  the  drum  frame,  reels  of  wire 
rope,  and  twelve  or  thirteen  anchors  had  been  loaded  on  the  Dial,  and  ranges  for 
the  location  of  mine  lines  had  been  established.  Three  men  had  been  added  to  the 
permanent  orew  of  the  Dial  and  a  foreman  with  eight  laborers  or  sidlormen  selected 
to  assist  the  officer  in  charge  of  work  on  the  water. 

Planting  the  skirmish  line :  The  general  plan  was  as  follows :  First,  a  three-fourths 
inch  wire  rope  was  laid  from  the  casemate  to  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  and 
made  fast  at  each  end.  This  wire  rope  was  then  nnderrun,  beginning  at  the  farther 
shore,  and  the  electric  wire  and  mines  were  attached  as  the  wire  rope  passed  over 
the  bow  of  the  boat,  the  neoessary  stops  being  made  by  clamping  on  to  the  wire 
rope  and  allowing  its  weight  to  hold  the  boat  at  anchor. 

Laying  main  Cfu>le:  All  was  ready  on  Sunday  morning,  April  24.  The  Dial  ran  in 
to  the  bank  as  close  as  possible;  the  end  of  the  wire  rope  was  taken  ashore  by  a 
large  gang  of  men  and  hauled  up  to  the  casemate,  a  distance  of  about  800  feet. 
The  end  was  made  fast  to  a  large  timber  placed  on  the  inside  of  the  embrasure  and 
a  turn  was  taken  around  another  large  timber  buried  as  a  "  deadman  "  on  the  shore 
side  of  the  levee.  The  drum  or  reel  of  wire  rope  had  been  mounted  on  the  forward 
part  of  the  boat  and  the  rope  arranged  to  lead  aft  through  a  snatch  block  placed  at 
the  stem.  The  shaft  on  whicli  the  reel  turned  (a  2-inoh  round  bar)  was  lashed  fast 
to  the  deck  and  a  friction  brake,  consisting  of  a  piece  of  scantling  pressing  upward 
against  the  edge  of  the  reel,  was  arranged  to  check  the  rotation  of  the  drum  on  its 
axle. 

The  Dial  moved  slowly  from  her  first  nosition  downstream  to  the  engineer  wharf, 
to  which  she  was  moored,  while  a  secona  reel  of  wire  rope  was  spliced  to  the  first, 
in  order  to  have  enough  for  a  continuous  run  across  the  river.  This  run  was  made 
in  the  afternoon  without  difficultv.  Range  poles  had  been  pointed  out  to  the  pilot 
to  enable  him  to  direct  his  boat,  but  in  making  allowances  for  the  pull  of  the  cable 
the  boat  was  given  too  great  a  headway  up  the  river  and  the  rope  was  consequently 
laid  several  hundred  feet  farther  upstream  than  was  intended. 

The  farther  end  of  the  cable  was  fastened  to  a  stout  tree  and  an  anchor  30  or  40 
feet  from  shore  was  also  attached.  To  the  latter  a  buoy  was  moored  to  aid  in  picking 
np  the  eable. 

Work  in  loading  room :  The  loading  room  was  completed  early  Sunday  morning. 
The  dynamite  and  fuses  and  other  materials  were  received  the  same  day.  Assistant 
Engineer  Horace  Marshall,  of  the  Vicksbnrg  district,  who  had  accompanied  me  from 
New  Orleans,  kindly  offered  to  supervise  operations  in  the  loading  room.  He  per- 
sonally tanght  several  ordinary  laborers  to  load  fnse  cans  and  torpedoes.  The  dyna- 
mite was  delivered  in  paper-wrapped  cartridges  and  had  to  be  crumbled  by  hand 
and  packed  in  the  fuse  cans.  Nearly  all  engaged  in  this  work  were  affected  with 
the  usual  violent  headache  resulting  frohi  nitroglycerine  poisoning.  All  the  torpe- 
does, fhse  cans,  and  circuit  closers  for  the  skirmish  line  were  loaded  and  assembled 
nnder  Mr.  Marshall's  directions,  and  I  desire  to  express  herein  my  acknowledgment 
of  the  valuable  services  rendered  by  him. 

Planting  the  mines:  On  Monday  morning,  April  25,  six  loaded  torpedoes  and  all 
aeeessoriee  were  placed  on  board  the  Dial.  In  the  aitemoon  the  farther  end  of  the 
eable  was  picked  np  and  the  cable  placed  across  the  bow  of  the  Dial  through  a  large 
snatch  block.  The  boat  moved  out  from  the  shore  to  about  30  feet  of  water,  where 
a  stop  was  made  and  mine  No.  1  planted.  A  piece  of  wire  rope  was  joined  loosely  to 
the  main  cable  by  a  shackle  between  two  wire- rope  clamps,  then  carried  to  the  anchor 
at  snch  a  distance  as  to  permit  the  anchor  to  be  lowered  to  the  bottom  of  thA  xlnvc 
while  the  main  eable  was  still  held  on  the  bow  of  t\iQ  iMait.   Ytoxdl  ^IbA  v^^tisA  \a 
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the  mine  case  the  mooring  rope  was  given  a  length,  depending  on  the  depth  of  water, 
sufficient  to  submerge  the  mine  aboat  15  feet  at  the  existing  stage  of  the  river.  All 
wire-rope  connections  were  made  with  clamps,  thimbles,  and  shackles. 

The  wire  rope  was  attached  as  described  and  laid  oat  on  the  deck  in  smooth  ooils. 
The  firing  plug  was  then  screwed  into  the  mine  case,  the  electric  wire  attached  to 
the  plug  and  laid^out  along  the  wire  rope,  to  which  it  was  securely  fastened  by 
wrappings  of  marline.  Enough  slack  was  left  at  each  change  of  direction  to  prevent 
a  tensile  strain  from  coming  on  the  electric  wire. 

All  connections  being  conrplete,  the  mine  was  hoisted  overboard  and  allowed  to 
float  alongside  the  boat.  The  anchor  was  then  hoisted  over  the  rail  and  slowly 
lowered  to  the  bottom  by  a  slip  line  passing  through  the  shackle,  or  through  a  shoift 
rope  strap  attached  to  the  mooring  nng  of  the  anchor. 

The  boat  was  then  moved  slowly  alons  the  cable,  the  electric  wire  lashed  as  the 
cable  slipped  through  the  snatch  blocks  until  the  position  of  the  next  mine,  at 
aboat  150  feet  from  the  preceding,  was  reached.  The  operations  above  described 
were  then  repeated,  with  minor  changes  suggested  by  experience. 

Two  mines  only  were  planted  the  first  day ;  the  position  for  the  third  mine  was 
buoyed  that  night,  and  the  cable  dropped  in  about  150  feet  of  water.  Much  time 
was  lost  the  next  day  In  picking  up  the  cable  and  putting  it  in  the  snatch  blocks. 
Four  mines  were  planted  the  second  day,  and  the  Dial  was  left  in  midstream  that 
night  moored  to  the  main  cable.  A  high  west  wind  and  an  unusnally  swift  cnirent 
made  work  very  difficult  on  this  day. 

On  the  third  day,  April  21,  a  mid-channel  buoy  was  placed,  leaving  a  sailing  gap 
of  about  500  feet  wide  in  the  center  of  the  river,  and  five  mines  were  planted.  These 
miDCS  were  brought  ont  to  the  Dial  by  a  small  tug  that  happened  to  be  at  the  fort 
with  a  raft,  of  piles.  A  sixth  mine  was  made  ready  to  plant,  but  it  was  found  to  be 
impossible  to  screw  in  the  firing  plug  on  account  of  defective  threads  in  the  mine 
case.  The  Dial  was  a^ain  moored  in  the  river  over  night,  and  another  mine  brought 
out  the  next  morning  in  a  large  yawl  and  planted,  making  twelve  in  all. 

At  this  time  I  received  orders  to  leave  the  sailing  gap  close  to  the  shore,  instead 
of  in  the  middle  of  the  river.  It  was  impossible  to  unaerrnn  the  cable  again  and 
close  the  mid-river  gap,  except  by  destroying  the  insulated  wire  attach^  to  the 
cable.  The  twelfth  mine  was  within  600  feet  of  the  shore,  so  I  decided  to  make 
this  the  last  mine,  and  to  leave  the  two  gaps. 

At  the  position  of  the  twelfth  mine  tne  main  cable  fouled  on  some  immovable 
obstruction  in  the  river  bottom,  and  all  the  power  of  the  steamboat  could  not  release 
it.  I  was  therefore  obliged  to  buoy  the  end  of  the  electric  wire  at  this  point,  drop 
the  cable,  and  start  underrunning  from  the  shore  end,  in  the  hope  that  I  might  clear 
the  obstruction  by  this  method.  All  went  well  until  we  neared  the  wharf,  when 
the  cable  again  refused  to  let  go  of  the  bottom.  No  effort  conld  break  the  hold.  I 
had  no  more  wire  rope,  and  there  was  a  gap  of  600  or  700  feet  in  my  electrical  con- 
nection, the  wire  for  which  I  had  laid  from  shore  as  we  nnderran  the  cable.  To 
close  the  gap  I  used  a  2-inch  manila  rope  fastened  alongside  the  electric  wire  and 
paid  out  through  the  hawse  hole  as  the  boat  moved  until  we  reached  the  bao^ed 
end  of  the  electric  wire  at  mine  No.  12.  The  joint  here  completed  the  connection, 
and  the  line  was  ready  for  operation.  An  anchor  weight  was  placed  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  manila  rope  to  hold  it  to  the  bottom. 

Just  as  we  were  completing  the  final  joint  a  part  of  a  raft  of  piling  moored  to  the 
levee  near  the  cable  crossing  broke  loose,  caught  the  cable  over  a  pile  end,  and  rode 
ahm^  with  it  until  it  met  the  obstruction  near  the  wharf,  where  it  stopped.  Some  of 
the  piles  twisted  over  the  cable,  and  the  whole  lot  sank  out  of  sight  in  tne  coarse  of  an 
hour  or  two.    Electrical  test  showed  a  break  in  the  insulation. 

Saturday  morning,  April  30,  the  Dial  managed  to  grapple  the  pile  raft  and  to  dear 
it  from  the  cable ;  the  electric  conductor  had  been  torn  off  and  rolled  np  into  a  tan- 
gled bunch.  This  was  renewed,  and  the  line  finally  completed  Sunday  morning,  being 
just  one  week  since  work  commenced  on  the  water. 

Difficulties  and  delays :  First.  Those  due  to  natural  conditions.  The  great  depth  of 
water,  95  to  165  feet,  and  the  swift  current  of  the  river  increased  the  usual  diflScnlties 
of  every  operation.  It  was  impossible  to  obtain  accurate  soundings  in  the  absence 
of  skilled  leadsman  and  suitable  lead  lines,  and  the  depressing  effect  as  well  as  the 
direction  of  the  current  was  a  matter  of  great  uncertainty.  The  heaviest  anchors, 
over  3,000  pounds  weight,  would  be  swung  75  to  100  feet  ont  of  position  while  aink- 
ing  to  the  bottom.  Ordinary  block  bnoys  and  sometimes  even  oil  barrels  used  for 
bnoys  were  carried  under  by  the  current  and  were  soon  cut  loose  by  driftwood, 
rendering  it  impossible  to  keep  any  permanent  marks  and  difficult  to  measnre  acca- 
rately  the  submergence  of  the  mines. 

Second.  Those  dne  to  method  of  planting  adopted.  It  proved  to  be  a  great  mis- 
take to  lay  a  cable  entirely  across  the  river  with  the  expectation  of  underrunning  it 
snccessfally ;  but  no  one  conjectured  the  extent  of  the  obstructions  in  the  bottom  of 
the  river  at  this  point.  It  would 'ha.vQ\)««ti\^^U«cV^  ^w^^^cvt  «» barge  at  the  position  of 
each  mine  and  to  lay  tbe  cable  w\t\ie\ect>T\<^^*Yc^  ^\AAiOii^\\i^Q^x»\«(^'^gS(^\s5s^^ 
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to  barf^e,  at  least  two  of  which  woald  have  been  reqaired  for  this  pnrpose.  The  elec- 
tric wire  (preferably  two  or  three  wires)  should  have  been  attached  to  the  wire  rope 
by  a  close  and  contmnons  wrapping  of  tarred  twine,  or,  better  still,  annealed  wire, 
put  on  before  the  cable  was  laid. 

Third.  Those  due  to  the  plant  available.  The  high  bows  of  the  Dial,  10  or  12  feet 
above  water,  and  her  high  rails,  with  the  deficient  length  and  swing  of  her  gaff,  ren- 
dered all  operations  of  hoisting  and  lowering  difficult  and  tedious.  AH  heavy  mate- 
rial had  to  be  rolled  from  the  shore  upon  a  barge  before  the  Dial  could  reach  it  with 
her  tackle.  The  absence  of  a  brake  on  the  hoisting  engine  has  already  been  referred 
to.  In  lowering  anchors  and  torpedoes  over  the  side,  uiey  invariably  caught  a^inst 
the  rail  or  side  and  had  to  be  pried  and  pushed  off  by  main  strength,  occasioning 
great  loss  of  time. 

Force  employed  and  cost :  In  addition  to  the  crew  emp loved  on  the  Dial,  two  crews 
of  skiUed  oarsmen,  14  men,  with  two  yawl  boats,  executed  errands  and  transported 
men  and  supplier  beginning  April  27.  About  three  men  were  employed  in  the  loading 
room,  and  two  or  three  men  as  watchmen.  The  steamer  Dial  was  employed  solely 
for  the  skirmish  line  from  April  21  to  May  4,  inclusive,  but  she  had  been  waiting  here 
for  material  since  April  14, 1898. 

Cost  of  steamer  i>ia/ 21  days,  at  $50  per  day $1,050 

Labor  of  planting 124 

Other  labor,  including  building,  oarsmen,  transferring  material,  watch- 
men, etc 495 

Total  cost  of  labor $1,669 

Estimated  cost  of  materials : 

8,000  feet  wire  rope $340 

20  mine  cases,  at  $80 1,600 

20  circuit  closers,  at  $8 160 

20  anchors 1,800 

15,000  feet  insulated  wire 150 

1,200  pounds  dynamite 300 

Sundries 100 

Total  cost  of  materials 4,450 

Total  estimated  cost  of  skirmish  line 6,119 

Bemarks  on  the  extemporized  material :  The  mine  cases  did  not  have  buoyancy 
enough  to  support,  without  undue  submergence  by  the  current,  the  long  mooring 
ropes  and  cables  required.  In  some  of  the  mine  cases  the  end  tapped  for  the  plug 
had  rounded  surface,  so  that  a  water-tight  joint  between  the  plug  aud  the  case  was 
impossible  with  the  ordinary  lead  washers.  The  plug  and  the  loading  hole  should 
both  have  been  threaded  for  a  greater  length,  and  they  should  have  been  more 
accurately  fitted.  One  case  could  not  be  used  on  account  of  the  defective  threads, 
and  another  had  the  hole  broken. 

The  anchors  were  heavier  than  necessary  (I  think  2,500  pounds  would  have  been 
ample),  and  they  were  rough,  inferior  castings,  which  out  or  chafed  the  sides  of 
the  boats  whenever  they  chanced  to  come  in  contact. 

Casement  and  loading  room :  The  bulk  of  the  casemate  and  loading-room  material 
for  two  grand  groups  arrived  from  Willets  Point  on  April  24,  and  was  transferred 
from  the  levee  to  storage  places.  On  the  26th,  Mr.  L.  C.  Reed  and  his  assistant,  Mr. 
Case,  and  four  workmen  (all  being  young  men  engaged  in  electrical  work  in  New 
Orleans)  reported  to  me  for  duty  and  were  directed  to  unpack  and  install  the  case- 
mate apparatus,  which  they  accomplished  very  skillfully  in  three  or  four  days. 
Under  the  direction  of  the  officer  in  charge,  they  proceeded  to  adjust  and  assemble 
circuit  regulators  and  closers,  to  test  fuse  and  cut-offs.  All  of  the  material  furnished 
was  of  the  old  pattern,  and  much  trouble  was  experienced  in  making  adjustments. 
Forty- two  rejg;ulator  ^lugs  out  of  forty-eight  were  finally  put  in  good  order  and 
assembled  with  circuit  closers.  No  service  detectors  were  on  hand  at  this  time 
(none  came  until  June  25),  and  a  Bradley  galvanometer  and  testing  battery  had  to 
be  used  instead,  being  carried  back  and  forth  from  casemate  to  loading  room  as  cir- 
cumstances required. 

On  April  30  Sergeant  Newman,  Privates  Carlos,  Koch,  Reddioks,  and  Murphy,  all 
of  Company  A,  Battalion  of  Engineers,  reported  for  duty.  They  had  been  assigned 
to  Battery  D,  First  Artillery,  at  Fort  St.  Philip,  for  quarters  and  rations,  but  were 
placed  under  my  orders  for  torpedo  service.  I  mustered  them  and  set  them  to  work 
cleaning  plugs  and  switch  boxes.  By  the  2d  of  May,  Monday,  a  number  of  circuit 
regulators,  fuses,  and  cut-offs  had  been  made  ready  and  were  turned  over  to  the  ser- 
geant for  loading.  Several  days  were  lost  in  futUe  effoita  to  \o«A  ^^  vn^VVSt^ ^st  ^tsXv- 
off  boxes  properly,  doe  to  the  sharp,  nnfinished  edgea  oi  ^<b  \ksAtta  V^  >iX^^  \M»&ft»« 
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whioh  out  throngh  the  insalation  of  the  fuse  wires,  and  to  the  deterioration  of  the 
loading  wire.  The  pare  mbber  insolation  of  the  latter  had  softened  to  each  an 
extent  that  it  oould  be  easily  penetrated  with  the  finger  nail,  and  it  had  cracked  in 
innomerable  places.  The  pressure  of  the  rubber  packing  against  the  wire  when 
the  glands  were  screwed  in  tightly  in  many  cases  broke  the  insulation  and  per- 
mitted contact  between  the  loading  wire  and  the  metal  of  the  bos.  Only  after 
repeated  efforts  were  we  snccessful  m  insulating  the  wires  sufficiently  to  stand  the 
usual  test  in  air.  When  tested  in  water,  the  loading  wire  showed  considerable  leak- 
age, sufficient  to  rednce  the  normal  resistance  of  a  triple  group  by  one-  halt  The 
deterioration  of  the  wire  was  reported,  but  it  was  impossible  to  procure  in  New 
Orleans  suitable  wire  to  take  its  place,  on  account  of  the  an  usual  size  of  the  holes 
through  the  glands,  and  I  was  directed  to  do  the  best  I  could  with  the  material  far- 
nished.  From  my  experience  I  should  recommend  that  the  present  form  of  switch 
box  be  condemned,  and  that  glands,  where  used.,  be  bored  to  receive  some  common 
commercial  size  of  gutta-percha  or  rubber- covered  wire. 

By  May  5  all  the  material  for  one  grand  group,  except  the  cable  and  mooring  rope, 
was  on  hand  and  prepared  for  use. 

Planting  the  grand  groups :  On  May  4  the  steamer  Dial  was  discharged,  and  at  dusk 
on  May  5  the  United  States  snag  boat  John  R,  Meigs  arrived  for  service  in  planting 
the  rest  of  the  mines.  On  May  7  the  first  shipment  of  cable  arrived.  It  consisted  of 
one  half  mile  of  multiple  cable  and  4  miles  of  single  conductor  cable,  in  two  drums. 
About  10,000  feet  of  wire  mooring  rope  was  delivered.  The  single  conductor  cable 
was  cut  at  once  into  proper  lengtns  for  laying  between  grand  and  triple  junction 
boxes  and  tnrk  heads  made  on  each  end.  A  sounding  lead  was  cast  and  a  new  line 
graduated.  Capt.  P.  R.  Starr,  master  of  the  steamer  MeigsjCommeuced  the  work  of 
arranging  the  lines  and  anchors  on  a  large  barge,  24  by  120  feet,  which  waa  to  be 
used  as  grand  junction  box  boat.  Early  Monday  morning.  May  7,  the  wind  and 
weather  being  favorable,  this  barge  was  towed  out  and  anchored  in  the  center  of  the 
river  at  the  intersection  of  ranges  previously  established,  four  upstream  anchors  and 
one  side  anchor  being  need.  The  multiple  cable  drum  was  then  mounted  on  the  deck 
of  the  Meigs  and  the  cable  laid  the  next  day.  The  half-mile  was  just  enough  to  reach 
from  casemate  to  grand  Junction  box.  By  running  the  cable  around  the  smooth  cap- 
stans and  through  snatch  blocks,  the  speed  of  unreeling  could  readily  be  regulated, 
and  the  laying  was  accomplished  without  difficulty,  excepting  that  the  weight  of 
the  cable  almost  turned  the  Meigs  around,  due  to  her  small  draft.  The  grand  junc- 
tion box  was  fastened  to  the  deck  of  the  barge  and  the  multiple  cable  secured  in  it 
and  also  lashed  to  the  barge.  Triple  group  No.  4  was  the  nrst  to  be  planted.  A 
large  yawl  18  feet  long  was  moored  100  feet  astern,  bow  upstream,  by  a  line  from  the 
barge  to  serve  the  triple  junction  box.  To  prevent  accidents,  a  second  yawl  was  fast- 
ened at  the  stem  of  the  first.  The  steamer  Meigs  also  hung  onto  the  barge  by  a  line 
to  assist  her  in  moving  easily  to  the  position  of  the  mines.  Soundings  were  taken 
and  the  mooring  rope  and  cable  measured  and  cut  on  board  the  barge  and  brought 
on  board  the  Meigs  for  attachment  to  the  mines  and  anchors.  The  general  method 
of  planting  adopted  is  as  follows :  The  anchor,  set  on  edge,  was  rolled  down  to  the 
bow  of  the  boat,  where  the  deck  is  only  a  few  inches  above  the  water,  and  there 
chocked.  The  iron  deck  is  rounded  off  at  the  bow  and  slopes  down  toward  the 
water,  so  that  when  the  chock  was  removed  the  anchor  would  roll  off  into  the  river. 
The  mine  case,  which  had  its  proper  number  painted  on  it  in  large  figures,  waa  made 
ready  by  screwing  in  the  compound  plug,  making  the  core  joint,  and  clamping  on  the 
cap.  It  was  then  rolled  over  to  one  gunwale,  where  it  rest  >d  about  a  foot  above  the 
water.  The  sockets  were  then  leaded  onto  the  extremities  of  the  wire  mooring  rope 
and  shackled  to  the  mine  case  and  anchor,  using  sister  hooks  in  the  eye  of  the  latter. 

Care  was  taken  to  pass  the  mooring  rope  and  cable  on  the  ontside  of  all  rigging 
and  projections  from  the  boat,  so  that  there  would  be  no  fouling  of  lines.  The  jfiree 
end  of  the  cable  was  passed  along  the  guards  of  the  steamboat,  where  it  would  be 
out  of  the  way.  All  of  this  work  was  done  while  the  boat  lay  i^ongside  the  barge. 
The  boat  then  proceeded  to  the  position  of  the  mine.  When  nearly  there  the  torpe- 
does were  rolled  overboaM  and  held  by  a  line.  When  exactly  at  the  site,  the  anobor 
was  rolled  over  and  allowed  to  go  by  the  run.  This  method  of  planting  worked 
well  with  mooring  ropes  175  feet  long,  and  in  only  one  instance  did  the  linee  foul  by 
catching  on  a  projecting  pin  or  bolt.  After  the  mine  was  planted  the  free  end  of 
the  cable  was  taken  to  the  triple  Junction  box  boat  and  jointed  to  the  switch  box. 
The  yawl  was  a  little  unsteady  for  work,  but  it  was  decided  to  try  it  on  another 
group,  where  it  would  have  to  be  anchored.  Therefore,  at  triple  group  No.  5  an 
anchor  was  placed  hj  the  Meigs  and  the  vawl  moored  as  before.  It  was  impossible 
to  haul  the  yawl  up  immediatelv  above  the  anchor,  and  the  bow  was  pulled  almost 
under  water  until  the  men  took  their  places,  keeping  most  of  the  weight  astern. 
The  triple  junction  box  and  all  the  cables  had  to  be  lashed  firmly  to  the  boat,  and* 
any  sudden  movement  would  have  capsized  her.  When  group  5  had  been  planted 
BDd  we  attempted  to  raise  the  box,  tne  lasbtu^  gave  way  suddenly  and  the  cable 
swept  the  small  boat,  taking  one  mau  o^«e  ^wiXYk.  \^«ai.  Tt^  TQaav^«Q.t  undisr  the 
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MeigSf  bat,  fortunately,  fell  clear  of  the  cables  and  oame  ap  on  one  side,  where  he 
was  soon  picked  np.  This  accident  and  the  general  unsteadiness  of  the  small  boats 
made  me  abandon  their  use  and  take  another  barge  for  nse  as  a  triple  jnnotion  box 
boat.  This  was  a  rather  awkward  and  slow  boat  to  handle,  hot  was  ninch  safer, 
because  acting  as  a  pivot  for  the  Meigs  to  maneuver  from.  The  triple  junction  box 
boat  was  usually  held  in  position  by  one  large  anchor.  The  current  and  wind  caused 
more  or  less  swinging  ot  the  barges,  and  accurate  placing  of  boxes  and  anchors  was 
impossible.  Two  small  barges  50  by  10  feet  would  have  been  most  convenient  for 
this  work.  On  May  14  we  completed  the  six  triple  groups  of  the  first  grand  group. 
No.  1  was  omitt«u  on  account  of  the  sailing  gap  required.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
one  day  was  required  for  layinji^  multiple  cable  and  four  days  for  planting  six  triple 
groups,  much  time  being  lost  in  shifting  the  barg«.  In  testing  tne  multiple  cable 
laid  to  the  first  grand  group  it  was  discovered  that  two  cores  were  broken,  the  break 
being  located  in  the  moat.  A  single  wire  was  laid  to  take  the  place  of  one  defective 
cure.  The  other  was  not  required,  as  there  were  only  six  groups  to  be  sewed.  Two 
mure  drums  of  multiple  cable  having  arrived  in  the  meantime,  preparations  were 
made  to  plant  the  second  group  immediately.  The  cable  for  this  was  laid  on  May 
18,  and  the  last  mine  planted  May  24.  One  day  was  lost  waiting  for  dynamite,  one 
Sunday  intervened,  and  considerable  delay  was  occasioned  by  having  to  raise  and 
reload  two  mines  that  showed  a  closed  circuit  wben  lowered  into  the  water. 

Tests  ^nd  repairs :  The  resistance  of  each  circuit  regulator  plug  was  measured  in 
the  casemate  and  tabalated,  the  plug  and  mine  in  which  it  was  placed  being  each 
given  a  number  for  identification.  Each  compound  plug  after  being  load^  was 
tested  with  a  Bradley  galvanometer  and  one  cell  of  the  testing  battery.  No  tests  ot 
loaded  mines  were  made  from  the  casemates,  as  I  considered  such  tests  not  only 
highly  dangerous,  but  unnecessary.  Daring  planting  tlie  tests  were  made  firom  th« 
grand  Junction  box  boats,  with  the  galvanometer  and  battery  already  mentioned; 
any  leak  of  importance  could  be  readily  detected  by  the  150-ohm  coil  of  the 
Bradley. 

Most  of  the  mines  showed  perfect  insulation  when  planted,  but  after  the  switch 
box  was  immersed  some  leakage  appeared,  which  generally  increased  with  time^  this 
is  supposed  to  be  due  to  the  defective  loading  wire.  The  triple  Junction  boxes  m  the 
second  gronp  were  filled  with  melted  paramne  and  wax  around  the  switch  box  to 
prevent  leaks;  very  little  good  resulted.  I  suppose  that  at  the  depths  in  which  the 
switch  boxes  were  placed  (not  less  than  90  feet)  the  moisture  is  forced  throagh  all 
the  protective  coverings. 

No  repairs  have  been  made  to  the  mines  since  they  were  planted  (although  the 
electrical  condition  Is  poor  in  several),  as  it  was  feared  that  an  attempt  to  underran 
the  cables  would  prove  disastrous.  ()ne  attempt  between  a  triple  Junction  box  and 
a  mine  resulted  in  a  broken  cable.  In  endeavoring  to  raise  an  anchor  a  three-fourth 
inch  wire  rope  in  one  case,  and  a  2^inch  diameter  new  Manila  rope  in  another  were 
broken  without  budging  the  anchor.  The  force  of  the  cnrrent  against  the  cables  is 
great,  and  the  sin>rle  conductor  cable  is  not  strong  enough  to  endure  it  long.  The 
grana  Junction  boxes  were  buoyed  when  planted,  but  the  buoys  have  disappeared, 
so  it  would  probably  be  necessary  to  underrun  the  multiple  cable  in  order  to  reach 
the  grand  junction  box,  and  experience  with  the  skirmish  line  shows  the  probability 
of  fouling  some  obstruction  on  the  river  bottom. 

Force  employed  and  cost :  The  whole  crew  of  the  steamer  Meiaswss  employed  fh>m 
May  6  to  May  31,  inclusive,  at  a  cost  of  about  $30  per  day.  When  at  work  planting 
mines  and  laying  cables,  an  additional  gang  of  from  four  to  six  common  laborers  was 
employed.  ThcHc  men  did  all  the  heavy  work  of  handling  lines  and  moving  weights, 
while  the  detachment  of  engineer  soldiers  was  limited  to  the  special  work  of 
assembling  torpedoes  and  iunction  boxes,  making  attachments  and  Joints,  besides 
doing  the  work  in  the  loading  room.  One  extra  man,  a  blaster,  assisted  in  loading 
the  mines.  The  crews  for  the  yawls  were  used  for  transporting  men,  and  were 
required  to  lend  a  hand  at  other  work  about  the  boat  whenever  extra  force  was 
needed.  Since  May  31  the  crew  of  the  Meiga  has  been  reduced  to  the  smallest  num- 
ber consistent  with  the  proper  care  of  the  boat,  extra  labor  being  hired  fh>m  the 
fort  when  tiliere  is  work  to  be  done. 

Estimated  cost  of  labor: 

Crew  of  steamer  Meigs,  May  6  to  31,  26  days,  at  $30 $780 

Crew  of  steamer  Meigs,  June  1  to  30,  30  days,  at  $15 460 

Crews  of  yawl  boats  to  May  81 480 

Extra  crew  of  steamer  Meigs,  4  men,  22  days,  at  $1.50 132 

Service  of  electricians  in  casemates  and  loading  room,  to  June  81, 

1898 500 

Transferring  materia],  building,  etc 150 

Watchman  to  June  30,  1898 400 

Total  estimated  cost  of  labor •....•...•... ^V 
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Estimated  cost  of  materials,  exclasive  of  those  famislied  by  the  tor- 
pedo depot : 

10,000  feet  1-inch  wire  rope $425 

4,000  feet  Manila  rope 350 

4,000  pounds  dynamite  at  $0.25 1, 000 

Total  estimated  cost  of  materials $1,775 

Total  estimated  cost  of  labor  and  materials  (ezclasiye  of  those  from  depot) 

for  planting  two  grand  groups  and  maintaining  mine  defenses 4^  667 

Deduct  labor  for  maintenance  daring  June,  1898 800 

Balance 3,867 

Condition  of  mine  system :  Three  mines  of  the  skirmish  line  and  one  from  tiie 
Grand  Group  No.  1  went  adrift,  but  they  have  all  been  recoyered.  One  was  OTi- 
dently  cut  off  by  a  propeller;  in  the  others  the  mooring  rope  was  broken,  as  by 
bendinff — due,  probably,  to  the  action  of  the  current.  In  another  mine  of  the  grand 
group  tne  electric  cable  was  broken  off  short  at  the  turk's  head,  but  the  mooring 
rope  was  still  intact;  in  still  another  the  anchor  had  slipped  from  the  sister  boon 
in  lowering  and  the  mine  had  hung  for  several  weeks  by  the  cable  alone.  The 
mooring  rope  for  several  of  the  mines  first  planted  was  cut  too  long,  and  two  mines 
have  been  in  sight  above  the  water  surface  since  the  river  commenced  to  falL  This 
is  due  to  the  slackening  of  the  current  rather  than  to  the  small  decrease  in  depth. 
They  will  be  ad^justed  as  soon  as  the  river  reaches  its  lowest  stage. 

Electrical  tests  showed  a  closed  circuit  in  several  of  the  mines,  and  the  resistance 
of  most  of  them  is  below  the  normal,  but  the  automatic  action  of  the  system,  with 
few  exceptions,  is  reasonably  certain. 

The  casemate  apparatus  and  batteries  seem  to  keep  in  fair  order  in  spite  of  the 
unavoidable  dampness  of  the  floors  and  walls.  All  the  stands  were  heavily  paraffined 
when  the  apparatus  was  first  set  up,  and  there  is  little  leakage  to  the  ground.  Sev- 
eral cells  of  the  firing  battery  are  defective,  and  the  Bradley  galvanometer  shows 
leaks  through  the  rubber  insulation  of  its  binding  posts. 

A  supplementary  firing  battery  consisting  of  100  dry  cells  was  sent  down  by  the 
Edison  Electric  Company,  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  before  the  regular  apparatus  arrived. 
It  was  installed  in  the  casemate,  and  switches  have  been  arranged  to  throw  either  one 
or  both  firing  batteries  through  the  mines.  The  dry  cell  battery  is  very  effective 
and  takes  up  much  less  room  than  the  standard  Leclanch^  cells. 

An  apparatus  that  has  proved  of  great  value  and  convenience  is  a  "Queen's  test- 
ing set'' belonging  to  Mr.  Reed;  it  consists  of  a  Wheatstone  bridge,  deiEulbeat  gal- 
vanometer, and  a  battery,  all  in  a  box  about  the  size  of  the  post-office  bridge,  and 
very  compactly  arrangea.  I  should  recommend  its  adoption  as  part  of  the  perma- 
nent outfit  of  each  casemate,  and  as  highly  useful  in  testing  from  the  boats  daring 
planting. 

A  branch  circuit  from  the  electric-light  plant  of  the  fort  has  been  run  in  the  case- 
mate, and  six  or  eight  incandescent  lights  placed  over  the  operating  and  testing  tables. 
Since  this  was  done  a4-horsepower  Homsby-Akroyd  oil  engme  and  a  rotary  transformer 
have  been  received  and  installed  in  the  mining  casemate  tor  use  with  the  new  pattern 
firing  apparatus.  The  transformer,  when  run  as  a  generator,  is  able  to  supply  soffi- 
cient  power  for  the  Hghts  in  the  casemate,  thus  giving  an  independent  lighting  plant 
which  can  be  started  up  on  short  notice.  Temporary  observing  stations  for  torpedo 
service  have  been  established. 

These  should  connect  with  each  other  and  with  the  mining  casemate  by  telephone, 
and  the  telephone  circuit  for  torpedo  service  should  be  capable  of  operation  inde- 
pendently of  that  for  the  service  of  the  batteries.  This  can  probably  be  acoom- 
pushed  with  three-cored  cable  that  has  been  famished  by  the  Signal  Department 
and  laid  under  my  direction.  We  have  now  temporary  telephone  commanication 
between  the  headquarters  building  at  Fort  St.  PhiUp  and  the  engineer  office  at  this 
point,  a  telephone  having  been  borrowed  from  the  signal  officer  at  the  former  post. 
No  material  nas  been  famished  on  this  side  the  river  for  telephone  lines,  bat  I  nave 
nsed  some  wire  belonging  to  the  torpedo  department  for  the  temporary  line. 

BeoapiiulaUon, 

The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  work  done  fix>m  April  21  to  Jane  30, 1898: 

1.  Mining  casemate  fitted  up  and  loading  room  built. 

2.  Skirmish  line  of  12  extemporized  mines  planted. 

3.  Grand  group  of  18  mines  planted. 

4.  Grand  groups  of  21  mines  planted. 

5.  System  maintained,  drifting  mines  recaptured. 

6.  Oil  engine  and  rotary  transformer  installed. 

7.  ^ew  minea  cleaned,  plag»  and  <^\xc.n\ViT«^xA<s>\AT%  ^«KQL«^%^^«aMDBkMAd^ 

«  •  •  •  ♦  *  ^ 
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Tlie  steamer  Meig$,  while  on  maintenance  duty,  has  been  nsefhl  in  a  number  of 
wavs  to  the  engineer  force  engaged  in  bailding  the  batteries  by  transferring  mate- 
rial between  tne  forts,  tow<ng  barges,  pulling  sna^,  eto.  She  was  also  engaged 
two  days  in  laying  the  telephone  cable  for  the  signal  department.  I  desire  to 
express  my  acknowledgment  to  ('apt.  P.  R.  Starr,  master  of  the  snag  boat  John  B. 
MeigSf  for  untiring  energy  and  skill  in  handling  his  boat  and«the  torpedo  materia]^ 
and  forvalnable  suggestions  and  assistance  in  planting  the  mines;  also  to  Asst^ 
Engineer  C.  A.  Miner  and  his  assistants,  Messrs.  Qninn  and  Bash,  of  the  Engineer 
Department  at  large,  for  furnishing  labor  and  for  ready  and  willing  cooperation 
wheneyer  requested.  In  the  electrical  work  I  have  been  assisted  by  Mr.  L.  ( ;.  Reed 
and  Mr.  Case,  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  who  have  shown  neat  aptitude  in  grasping  the 
details  of  the  torpedo  system,  and  have  been  careral  and  painstaking  with  their 
work. 

The  detachment  of  engineer  soldiers  is  deserving  of  special  coounendation.  Sergt. 
John  Newman,  an  old  and  tried  member  of  the  battalion,  has  been  in  charge,  and 
all  have  performed  their  duties  wMl  and  rapidly.  They  have  cheerfully  madu  the 
best  of  inconveniences  and  hardships,  and  not  a  single  breach  of  discipline  hss  come 
to  my  notice.  Private  Peter  Mnrpby,  Company  A,  Battalion  of  Engineers  (one  of 
the  detachment),  was  discharged  by  reason  of  expiration  of  term  of  service  on  June 
4,1898. 

Pretent  oo8t  of  maintenanoe. 

United  States  snag  boat  ilfeip«,  per  month....  ^ $460 

Watchmen,  per  month 200 

Electrician,  per  month 150 

Total 800 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hbnby  Jervbt, 
Firii  Lieutenant,  Corpe  of  Engineere, 

Mi^.  J.B.  QuiNN, 

Corp9  of  Engineers,  U,8.A, 

Sabine  Pass:  Temporary  siege  batteries  and  battery  for  S-inch  riflCj 
mounted  on  15'inch  smooth-bore  carriage, — Letter  of  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers, April  6, 1898,  directed  that  temporary  siege  batteries,  to  consist  . 
of  two  5  inch  siege  guns  and  two  7-inch  siege  howitzers,  be  at  once 
erected  at  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  for  its  defense,  the  platforms  to  be  of  the 
style  of  ordinary  siege  platforms,  except  that  pintle  be  used  and  sand 
parapets,  with  timber  revetments,  be  made.  For  this  purpose  the  sum 
of  ¥3,000  was  allotted  from  the  appropriation  for  '<  National  Defense," 
act  of  March  9, 1898.  A  further  allotment  of  $1,200  was  made  from  the 
same  appropriation,  in  letter  of  June  13,  1898,  for  the  completion  of 
these  batteries. 

In  accordance  with  instructions,  an  estimate  was  furnished  on  April 
15, 1898,  of  the  cost  of  mounting  a  temporary  siege  battery,  according 
to  above  project. 

Work  was  commenced  on  April  9,  1898,  the  necessary  material 
ordered,  and  site  for  battery  selected,  the  consent  of  the  owner  being 
obtained  in  writing  on  April  11, 1898,  for  its  temporary  occnpation  by 
the  Government  Contracts  were  awarded  for  the  necessary  lumber, 
teams,  etc. 

The  lines  of  the  battery  were  laid  out  and  earthwork  commenced  and 
pushed  as  rapidly  as  possible  until  June  15, 1898,  when  operations  were 
suspended  pending  an  allotment  of  additional  funds.  This  allotment 
has  since  been  made. 

The  magazine,  with  approach,  two  tables  for  guns,  revetment,  and 
office  building  have  all  been  completed,  and  the  earthwork  is  so  near 
completed  that  it  will  require  but  a  few  days'  work  to  finish  it. 

On  May  2,  1898,  two  carriages  for  5-inch  B.  L.  siege  rifles  and  two 
carriages  for  7-inch  B.  L.  howitzers,  together  ^\\^  «rGGkd?Bv^\^\»  %s^^ 
ammunition^  were  received;  and  on  May  &,  l*Sld&)  \3ckA  ^^(m%  Vdsrvsi^ 
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arrived,  they  were  moanted  in  the  battery.  On  May  16,  1898,  tele- 
graphic order  was  received  from  Ohief  of  Ordnance  to  ship  all  gnns, 
carriages,  armament  and  ammunition,  pertaining  to  these  gons,  to  the 
ordnance  depot,  Tampa,  Fla.  In  accordance  with  these  instractions, 
the  gans,  material,  etc.,  were  turned  over  to  the  Assistant  Qaarter- 
master-general,  IT.  S.  Army,  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  transportation  to 
Tampa. 

Four  light  12-ponnder  bronze  smooth-bore  guns  and  carriages  for 
same  have  since  been  received,  taken  to  site  of  battery  and  mounted, 
but  have  not  as  yet  been  put  in  place,  as  the  emplacements  will  have 
to  be  arranged  to  accommodate  these  field  guns. 

Letter  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  April  27,  1898,  directs  the 
mounting  at  Sabine  Pass  of  one  8-inch  B.  L.  rifle,  on  strengthened 
barbette  carriage  for  15inch  smooth-bore  guns,  by  using  steel  cradle. 
Emplacement  to  be  built  substantially  according  to  latest  type  adopted 
for  15-iuch  smooth-bore  carriages.  A  provisional  allotment  of  $6,000 
was  made  for  this  purpose,  from  the  appropriation  for  ^^Ifational 
Defense,''  act  of  March  9, 1898. 

Earthwork  was  begun  on  this  battery  on  June  6,  1898,  and  about 
one-fourth  of  same  have  been  completed.  All  material  for  platform, 
magazine,  etc.,  has  been  ordered,  and  is  now  at  the  site  of  the  battery. 
Work  on  the  magazine  and  platform  has  been  commenced,  and  Ib 
being  pushed  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Wharf. — ^Indorsement  of  Chief  of  Engineers  May  19, 1898,  authorized 
tlie  construction  of  a  wharf  at  Sabine  Pass  for  the  landing  of  material, 
heavy  guns,  carriages,  etc.,  on  account  of  the  isolated  condition  of  the 
battery.  For  this  purpose  the  sum  of  $3,120  was  allotted  from  the 
appropriation  for  ''National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898. 

The  wharf,  900  feet  long,  has  been  completed  with  the  exception  of 
the  connection  of  same  to  the  ballast  whar£ 

Money  statefMnU 

AmoTmt  allotted  dnrlng  fiscal  year ••..  $13^620.00 

June  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 3, 821.34 


Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 9,798. 

Jnly  1, 1898,  oatstanding  liabilities 2,662.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 7, 136. 66 

Submarine  mine  defense. — ^A  letter  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  April 
19, 1898,  allotted  the  sum  of  $2,000  from  the  appropriation  for  <^  National 
Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  sabmarine 
mine  defense  in  the  harbor  at  Sabine  Pass,  Tex. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  a  house  barge  for  Isinding  torpedoes. 
Lumber  for  submarine  mine  cave  was  received  and  transferred  to  site 
of  work.  Mines,  dynamite,  and  electrical  supplies  were  transferred  to 
the  house  barge  on  receipt,  but  have  since  been  stored  in  a  safe  place, 
pending  the  receipt  of  cables. 

Owing  to  a  change  having  been  made  in  the  flanking  position  of  the 
gun  batteries,  these  mines  were  not  laid  until  the  arrangement  of  the 
guns  could  be  determined  upon.  Pending  this  decision  instructions 
Save  been  received  which  it  is  thought  indicate  that  these  mines  will 
not  be  planted,  and  meanwhile  the  mines  will  remain  in  storage. 
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Money  statement 

Amount  allotted  firom  appropriation  for  *  *  National  Defense'' $2, 000. 00 

Amount  allotted  from  appropriation  for  ''Torpedoes  for  Harbor  Defense, 

January  1, 1899" 1,600.00 

8,eoo.oo 

JnneSO,  1896,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 480.67 

July  1, 1896,  balance  unexpended 3,119.88 

July  1, 1896,  outstanding liabilitiee 1,025.47 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 3,i)98.86 


4R. 

DEFENSES  OF  GALVESTON,  TEXAS. 

OiBcers  in  charge.  Lieat.  Ool.  Alexander  M.  Miller,  Oorps  of  Bngi- 
neers,  until  Septemoer  10,  1897;  Oapt  Oharles  S.  Bich^,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  fh>m  September  10, 1897,  to  Jane  16, 1898,  and  Maj.  James 
B.  Qoinn,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  Jane  16,  1898;  assistants,  Capt. 
Charles  S.  Bich^,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  September  10, 1897,  and 
Lieut.  Harry  Burgess,  Corps  of  Engineers,  from  April,  11, 1898;  Divi- 
sion Engineer,  CoL  Henry  M.  Boberts,  Corps  of  Engineers, 

Mining  casemate. — ^This  was  completed  on  June  30, 1897,  at  a  cost  of 
$15,009.27. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $5,508.94 

Jnne  30, 189B,  amoon t  expended  dnrine  fiscal  year $4, 802. 92 

Amonnt  deposited  to  oreoit  of  appropriation 701.02 

5,503.94 

Emplacements  for  10-inch  guns. — ^Tbis  battery  was  commenced  Novem- 
ber 23,1896.  At  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year  the  platforms  were  com- 
plete, and  the  concrete  of  emplacements  completed  except  for  about  800 
yards  of  concrete  and  the  granolithic  surfacing. 

The  concrete  work  was  finished  on  August  30, 1897 ;  760.2  cubic  yards 
Bosendale  concrete  and  201.89  cubic  yards  granolithic  surfacing  having 
been  placed  between  June  30  and  that  date. 

The  earthwork  in  parapet  was  completed  on  December  14,1897.  For 
this  purpose  10,409.42  cubic  yards  sand  and  1,213.32  cubic  yards  of 
mixed  soil  and  shell  were  used,  this  latter  being  used  to  cover  the 
sand  to  a  depth  of  1  foot.  The  top  and  slopes  were  sodded  with 
Bermuda. 

To  protect  parapet  firom  wave  action  during  storms,  sheet  piling  was 
driven  around  foot  of  pararet,  and  riprap  placed  against  outer  face  of 
piling,  and  on  berm  between  piling  and  foot  of  parapet.  Nine  hundred 
and  eighteen  linear  feet  of  sheet  piling,  and  1,799.84  tons  of  riprap  were 
used  for  this  purpose. 

The  remaining  work  on  battery  and  the  mounting  of  the  carriage  and 
gun  in  southern  emplacement  were  completed  Apnl  1, 1898. 

The  other  gun  is  on  hand,  but  the  carriage,  which  is  for  all-round  fire^ 
has  not  yet  been  received. 

The  platforms  are  built  of  Portland  concrete,  and  the  emplacements 
of  Bosendale  concrete. 

Gonsiderable  settlement  had  taken  place  in  this  battery,  but  the 
base  ring  for  the  southern  carriage  was  successfully  leveled  up,  and 
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the  level  was  not  disturbed  by  the  firing  of  the  gun  ander  full  charge 
on  May  3, 1898. 

Cost  of— 

Rosendale  concrete,  per  cubic  yard,  for  this  battery  was ^.  6574 

Portland  concrete,  per  cubic  yard,  for  this  battery  was 7. 6533 

Granolithic  surfacing  (0.2514  foot  thick),  per  square  yard 1. 5365 

Plastering,  per  square  yard *. 0.2850 

Bowlders  for  concrete,  per  cubic  yard 2.35 

Sand  filling,  per  cubic  yard 0. 17 

Soil,  per  cubic  ^ard 0.18 

Eartn,  per  cubic  yard 1.75 

Riprap,  per  tou » 2.00 

Sheet  piling,  per  linear  foot 1.15 

The  total  cost  of  battery  was  tll6,520.21. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $20,297.85 

Amount  idlotted  during  fiscal  year.... 17,500.00 

37, 797. 85 
June  30y  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year •.     36, 818.06 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended  and  ayailable 979.79 

Mortar  battery. — Under  date  of  November  12, 1896,  plans  for  a  bat- 
tery of  eight  12-inch  mortars  were  famished  by  the  Department  with 
instractions  to  advertise  the  work,  which  was  done  on  November  12, 
and  bids  opened  November  30,  1896.  Five  proposals  were  received, 
the  lowest  being  that  of  Henry  L.  Breneman,  of  Paris,  Tex.,  with  whom 
a  contract  was  entered  into  on  December  15, 1896,  for  constracting  the 
battery. 

Work  under  the  contract  was  not  commenced  until  February  20, 
1897,  and  progressed  very  slowly  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1897,  the  condition  of  the  work  at  that  time  being  as 
follows :  South  half  of  the  battery  site  raised  to  an  elevation  of  6  feet<, 
the  height  over  the  remainder  being  from  2  to  5  feet  above  mean  low 
water;  the  footings  for  all  walls,  except  engine  room  and  approaches, 
were  completed;  the  foundation  for  walls  as  parados  partly  completed; 
gun  platforms  complete  and  ready  to  receive  gun  carriages;  sheet  piling 
complete  and  protected  on  outside  with  riprap. 

The  total  amount  of  money  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $9,374.56. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the  work  progressed 
very  weU,  the  condition  of  the  work  on  that  date  being  as  follows:  All 
concrete  work  completed;  sand  fill  completed,  loam  covering  and  sod- 
ding finished;  trolley  beams  and  trolleys  in  place,  gun  carriages  and 
guns  mounted;  with  the  exception  of  the  installation  of  electric-light 
plant,  the  battery  is  ready  to  be  turned  over  to  the  artillery. 

The  total  estimated  cost  of  the  battery  was  $115,000,  to  cover  which 
allotments  have  been  made. 

The  total  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1898,  was  $97,520.05. 

Money  statements. 

MORTAR  BATTERY. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $108,325.44 

June  30,  18^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 87,145.49 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 21,179.96 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities , $15,348.90 

July  1,  1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 5, 827. 67 

21,176.57 

Julyl,  169S,  balamce  available 3.38 
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MOVINO  AND  MOUNTma  CARRIAGK8  FOB  MORTAR  BATTERY. 

Amonnt  allotted  daring  fiscal  year $1,600.00 

Jane  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year ;      1,600.00 

GLBANINO,  MOUNHMQ,  AND  UNLOADING  ORDNANCE  MATEBIAL. 

Allotted  Febmary,  1898 $4,000.00 

JuneS^,  1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 3,504.31 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  anexpended  and  available 495. 60 

REPAIBING  TBX8TLB. 

Amoant  allotted  March  26,  1898 $1,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 31.75 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  anexpended 968.25 

Jnly  1, 1898,  oatstanding  liabiUties 746.50 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available 221.75 

PBESBRVATION  AND  REPAIR  OF  FORTIFICATIONS. 

Amonnt  allotted  April  15, 1897 $200.00 

Amoant  allotted  December  14, 1897 300.00 

Amonnt  allotted  Febmary  1,  1898 600.00 

$1,100.00 

Jane  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 648. 51 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended  and  available 451.49 

Sites. — ^The  Attorney-GoDeral  having  passed  favorably  on  the  title 
to  one  site,  it  was  purchased  and  paid  for  on  March  23, 1897.  Another 
site,,  the  title  to  which  had  been  ander  investigation  by  the  United 
States  district  attorney,  was  purchased  February  21, 1898,  the  Attorney- 
General  having  passed  favorably  on  the  title. 

Money  statement 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  anexpended $36,000.00 

Amoant  aUotted  March  25, 1898 4.75 

36,004.75 
Jane  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 36,004.75 

Absiraet  ofalloitnenU  made  for  fartificationB  at  GalvesUm,  Tex. 

FOB  MINING  CASBMA.TB. 

Act— 

Augast  18, 1890 $3,852.11 

Febraary  24, 1891 1,469.08 

March2, 1896 14,241.21 

$19, 562. 40 

FOB  GUN  BATTKRY. 
Adr- 

Jane  6, 1896 $100,000.00 

March  3, 1897 17,500,00 

$117, 500. 00 

FOR  MOBTAB  BATTEBY. 

Jane  6, 1896 $2,700.00 

March  3, 1897 115,000.00 

$117, 700. 00 

FOB  MOVING  AND  MOUNTING  CABBIAGBS  FOB  MORTAB  BATTERY. 

Act  March  3, 1897 ^ ^\,^«i.^ 
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FOR  UNLOADDTO  AKD  MOVVmSQ  10-INCH  GUN  AND  CARRIAOB. 

Act  March  3, 1897 $600.00 

VOB  CUCANINO,  MOUNTING,  AND  UNLOADING  ORDNANCE  MATERIAL. 

Act  Jnne  6, 1896 $4,000.00 

FOR  REPAIRING  TRESTLE  TO  BATTERY  BITE. 

Act  March  3, 1897 $1,000.00 

FOB  8ITE8  FOR  FORTIFICATIONS  AND  SEACOA8T  DEFENSES. 

Act  June  6, 1896 $71^015.40 

FOB  PRESEBYATION  AND  REPAIR  OF  FORTIFICATIONS. 

Act— 

Jnne  6, 1896 $550.00 

March  3,  1897 550.00 

$1,100.00 

Two  4,74nch  rapid-fire  emplacements. — ^This  battery  is  designed  for 
two  4.7-inch  B.  F.  guns  on  pedestal  mounts  for  all-round  fire. 

Work  was  begun  on  May  23,  1898,  under  allotments  of  926,000  fh>m 
the  appropriation  for  ^'  National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898.  The 
estimated  cost  of  this  battery  complete  is  $50,000. 

The  driving  of  sheet  piling  around  site  was  begun  on  May  30,  1898, 
by  Contractor  Moore,  and  completed  on  June  23, 1898.  On  Jane  7, 
1898,  Contractor  Ketchum  commenced  on  his  contract  to  place  sand 
within  the  area  inclosed  by  sheet  piling,  and  to  riprap  on  the  outside  of 
the  sheet  piling.  Up  to  June  30  he  had  placed  2,000  cubic  yards  of 
sand  and  725  tons  of  riprap.  This  work  is  still  in  progress.  Ou  June 
27  work  was  commenced  on  spur  railroad  trestle  to  connect  track  on 
jetty  with  site  of  rapid-fire  battery.    This  work  is  now  in  progress. 

Money  statement 

Amount  allotted  April  13, 1898 $6,000.00 

Amount  allotted  April  29, 1898 20,000.00 

$26,000.00 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4,058.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 21,942.00 

Julyl,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 2,626.15 

Julyl,  1898,  balance  available 19,315.85 

TtJDO  lO'inch  gun  emplacements, — Preliminary  work  was  begun  on  this 
battery  on  March  22, 1898,  under  an  allotment  of  $100,000.  The  esti- 
mated cost  of  this  battery  is  $115,000. 

Necessary  plant,  offices,  platforms,  etc.,  were  collected  and  set  up, 
and  6,610  feet  of  standard  gauge  railroad  track  was  constructed  to 
connect  with  the  Galveston,  La  Porte  and  Houston  Railroad,  to  be  used 
in  bringing  up  materials.    This  work  was  completed  about  May  1, 1898. 

The  driving  of  piles  for  foundation  was  begun  on  April  14, 1898,  and 
completed  on  May  3.  Fine  hundred  and  fifty-four  piles  were  used  in 
foundation.  The  foundation  was  completed  by  a  grillage  of  oil  railroad 
rails  running  in  both  directions  and  embedded  in  the  concrete.  Con- 
crete laying  was  begun  on  May  11, 1898,  and  up  to  date  5,310  cubic 
yards  have  been  placed.  On  June  30  the  condition  was  as  follows: 
Both  platforms  complete  and  ready  for  base  rings.  In  eastern  half  of 
battery  the  concrete  of  emplacements  at  an  elevation  of  25  feet,  and 
on  western  half  at  an  elevation  of  17  feet.  Koof  beamS;  crane  braicketSi 
etc.,  in  place. 
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Money  statement 

Amount  allotted  daring  fiscal  year $100,000.00 

Jane  SO,  1896,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 66,272.99 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 44,727.01 

Jaly  1, 1898,  ontstanding liabUities 8,182.08 

Jolyl,  1898,  balance  available 36,644.98 

Two  8'inch  gun  emplacements. — This  .work  is  designed  for  two  S-inch 
B.  L.  rifles  on  Orozier-Baffington  carriages,  model  1896. 

Work  was  oommenced  on  collection  of  plant,  buflding  of  offices, 
barracks,  etc.,  on  April  7,  1898,  under  an  allotment  of  $100,000.  Eight 
thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-seven  and  one-half  feet  of  standard- 
gauge  railroad  track  was  constructed  to  connect  site  of  battery  with 
Oulf  and  Interstate  Eailway,  and  with  wharf  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing up  materials. 

Driving  of  piles  for  foundation  began  on  May  6,  and  was  completed 
on  May  15.  Seven  hundred  and  seventy-six  piles  were  driven  in  foun- 
dation, and  on  these  a  grillage  of  two  layers  of  old  railroad  iron  was 
placed. 

Concrete  laying  began  on  May  31,  and  up  to  date  4,273  cubic  yards 
have  been  placed. 

The  platforms  were  completed  and  ready  for  base  rings  on  June  24, 
1898. 

Money  statement. 

Amonnt  allotted  daring  fisoal  year $100,000.00 

JnneSO,  1898,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 56,058.46 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  nnezpended 43,941.64 

Jaly  1, 1898»  ontstanding  liabUitiee 6,522.02 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available 88,419.52 

Cement  testing. — Gontinned  during  the  year  under  direction  of  Mr, 
B.  M.  Wilcox,  assistant  engineer. 

Mine  defense. — ^The  following  is  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Burgess: 

BXPOBT  OF  SECOND  USUT.  HARRT  BURGESS,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Galveston,  Tex.,  June  SO,  1898. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  report  on  the  snbmarine  mining 
defense  of  Oalveston  Harbor  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1898: 

Prior  to  my  reporting  to  Lien  ten  ant  Rich6  for  dnty  on  April  11,  1898,  there  were 
no  active  operations.    Some  materiel,  howeyer,  had  been  received. 

•  •••••• 

No  eable  conld  be  obtained  firom  the  Engineer  Depot  nor  from  the  factories.  Major 
Knight  had  also  informed  Lieutenant  Rich6  that  nothing  could  be  determined  as  to 
when  cable  for  Galveston  conld  be  supplied.  Lieutenant  Richd  therefore  purchased 
about  90  miles  of  Crown  insulated  wire  of  No.  14  B.  &,  8.  gauge,  nnarmored,  this 
being  the  best  substitute  for  cable  that  could  be  obtained. 

According  to  the  plan  contemplated  for  the  utilization  of  this  materiel  each  mine 
was  to  be  connected  directly  to  casemate,  thus  doing  away  with  switch  boxes.  *  •  • 
It  was  necessary  to  use  60  per  cent  dynamite,  as  no  75  per  cent  dynamite  oould  be 
obtained  in  the  market. 

In  carrying  out  this  plan  a  multiple  cable  was  prepared  by  local  electricians,  while 
the  detachment  under  my  direction  loaded  the  mines,  prepared  moorings,  etc.,  and 
fitted  up  the  casemate  for  service.  This  cable  contains  44  wires,  grouped  about  a 
central  core  of  one-half-inch  galvanized  iron  wire  rone,  the  whole  cable  being 
wrapped  spirally  with  canvas  strips  and  passed  througn  melted  asphaltom.  This 
cable  is  If  miles  long,  418,000  feet  of  wire  being  used  in  its  construction. 

No  suitable  boat  for  planting  mines  could  be  secured  in  Galveston.  The  best 
arrangement  that  conld  be  made  was  to  use  the  Government  tug  Anna  to  tow  a  der- 
rick barge  hired  for  the  occasion.    This  barge  has  a  hoisting  engine  and  is  well 

Ei^a  98 i9 
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saited  to  the  purpose  except  for  its  lack  of  motive  power.  Whenever  there  is  a  high 
wind  or  ron^h  water  the  tuf^  can  not  handle  the  barge.  Por  this  reason  for  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  time  it  was  impossible  to  work  on  the  water.  This  lack  of  a 
boat  suitable  for  planting  was  one  of  the  most  important  difficulties  encoantered, 
and  was  chiefly  responsible  for  the  slowness  with  which  the  work  in  Galveston  Bay 
was  done. 

The  cable  described  above  was  laid  on  the  morning  of  April  23,  it  having  been 
completed  the  day  before.  Buoys  were  then  placed  to  indicate  the  position  of  the 
line  of  torpedoes.  Orders  were  received  on  April  23  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers  to 
begin  planting,  and  at  noon  of  the  same  date  this  was  begun. 

As  soon  as  the  plantii  r  began,  the  Weak  point  of  this  improvised  system  became 
apparent.  While  the  cable  was  strong  enough  to  resist  the  swift  currents  of  Gal- 
veston Bay,  the  light  wires  connecting  this  cable  with  the  mines  were  twisted  and 
broken  by  the  current,  and  often  had  to  be  replaced.  The  work  on  this  temporary 
arrangement  continued  until  the  armored  single-conductor  cable  was  received  on 
May  9.    On  that  date  only  15  mines  were  in  place. 

When  this  cable  was  received  work  was  immediately  discontinued  on  the  tempo- 
rary line,  and  arrangements  were  made  to  place  skirmish  line.  On  May  11  2  mues 
of  single-conductor  cable  were  laid  to  connect  casemate  to  north  end  of  skirmish 
line,  and  six  of  the  mines  planted.  The  last  mine  of  the  skirmish  line  was  planted 
on  May  23,  and  the  south  end  of  the  line  was  connected  to  casemate  by  2  miles  of 
cable.  During  this  period,  from  May  11  to  23,  stormy  weather  prevented  work  on 
water  for  nine  days.  The  actual  time  occupied  in  laying  skirmish  line  was  leas  than 
three  days,  the  remainder  of  the  time  being  used  to  replace  leaking  switch  boxes, 
to  place  buoys,  etc. 

On  May  25,  H  miles  of  multiple  cable  arrived  and  was  laid  in  the  afternoon  of 
same  day.  The  next  day  was  spent  in  placing  triple  junction  boxes,  in  laying  cables 
connecting  them  to  grand  junction  box,  and  in  placing  buoys  to  mark  sailing  gap. 
On  May  37,  triple  groups  1, 2, 3, 4,  and  5  were  planted    *    *    * 

*  *  *  On  the  28th  groups  6  aud  7  were  planted.  On  Miw  31  the  three  remain- 
ing buoyant  mines  were  planted  as  a  detached  group  north  of  the  grand  g^onp,  and 
connected  to  casemate  by  the  single-conductor  cable,  which  had  before  been  con- 
nected to  the  north  end  of  skirmish  line. 

During  the  planting  of  the  mines  at  this  place,  the  chief  defect  of  the  system 
which  I  noted  was  the  leaking  of  switch  boxes.  Some  of  the  switch  boxee  were 
loaded  and  reloaded  four  or  more  times  before  the  leaks  could  be  got  rid  of.  Even 
after  remaining  in  good  condition  for  several  weeks  these  switch  boxes  occasionally 
begin  leaking  and  have  to  be  taken  up  and  reloaded. 

•  #••••• 

About  June  4, 12  of  the  new  tvpe  circuit  regulators  were  received,  and  gronps  1, 
2,  6,  and  7  were  taken  up  and  tne  Abbot  regulator  replaced  with  the  new  type  of 
regulator. 

Lieutenant  Hamilton  reported  for  duty  to  Lieutenant  Rich6  on  June  6, 1898,  and 
was  assijoied  to  torpedo  work.  On  June  16  Lieutenant  Hamilton  was  directed  by 
you  to  take  charge  of  all  work  connected  with  the  casemate,  while  I  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  remainder  of  the  work.    These  are  our  present  duties. 

During  June  the  mines  have  been  daily  tested  and  the  defects  discovered  in  this 
way  have  been  remedied.  The  system  has  been  kept  ready  for  instant  service  in  oase 
of  attack,  both  electrical  currents,  however,  being  cut  off  at  battery  terminals. 

I  would  like  to  call  attention  to  the  conduct  and  service  of  the  soldiers  of  the  engi- 
neer detachment  at  thirt  place.  This  detachment  consists  of  Corporal  Lansing  and 
six  privates  of  Company  D,  Battalion  of  Engineers.  These  men  deserve  especial 
commendation  for  the  faithfulness,  skill,  and  intelligence  with  which  their  work  has 
been  done. 

The  two  newspapers  of  Galveston  have  given  valuable  aid  in  advertising  the  sub- 
marine defenses  here,  snd  have  always  carefully  excluded  from  publication  any 
information  in  regard  to  the  submarine  mining  defense  which  might  be  of  valne  to 
the  enemy  or  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 

The  money  allotted  to  this  work  to  date  is  as  follows: 

March  18,  1898,  from  "National  Defense" $1,000.00 

June  14,  1898,  from  "National  Defense" 1,000.00 

May  16,1898,  from  " Torpedoes  for  Harbor  Defense" 10,000.00 

Total 12,000.00 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Harbt  BURisKSS, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Cwrpe  of  Mngineere. 
M%|.  Jambs  B.  Quinn, 

Corps  of  Engineers f  U.  8,  A* 
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Money  statements. 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE. 

Amounts  allottod $2,000.00 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 2,000.00 

July  1, 1888,  ontetanding  llabiUtiee 860.61 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  ayaUable 1,139.39 

T0RFED0S8  VOB  HARBOR  DKFSNSK,  JANUARY  1,  1899. 

Amonnt  allotted  May  16, 1898 ^ $10,000.00 

Jnne  30, 1898,  amount  expended  dnrmg  fiscal  year 2, 678.74 

July  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 7,821.26 

July  1,  1898  outstanding  liabUities 7,82L26 


• 


RBPOBT  OF  MR.  8.  IC  WILCOX,  ASSISTANT  KNGINSXR,  ON  CEMENT  TESTING. 

Galveston,  Tex.,  July  5, 1898, 

Sir:  I  haye  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  opon  tests  of  cement  fiir- 
nished  for  the  fortifications  at  Galveston  Harbor,  Texas,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1898: 

Brands  of  cement :  The  following  are  the  brands  of  cement,  number  of  barrels,  and 
the  names  of  the  dealers: 
First.  Open  market  purchasiL  Galveston,  Tex. :  Barrels. 

"  Alpha,''  American  Portland  cement,  from  Wm.  Parr  &Co 600 

*'  Hemmoor,"  German  Portland  cement,  from  Wm.  Parr  &  Co 400 

"  Heyn  Bros. ,''  German  Portland  cement,  from  W.  U.  Pollard  &  Co 1, 043 

"  Dy ckerhoff."  German  Portland  cement,  from  W.  H.  Pollard  dc  Co 850 

*'  Kronsberg/'  German  Portland  cement,  from  W.  H.  Pollard  St  Co 500 

"Porta,"  German  Portland  cement,  from  National  Baildin|2f  and  Supply 

Company,  New  Orleans,  La.,  H.  L.  Ziegler,  agent,  Galveston,  Tex 1, 000 

"Kaiser,"  as  above 400 

Second.  By  contracts  entered  into  April  16  and  17, 1898: 

"Porta,"  as  above 1,800 

"Kaiser,"  as  above 1,000 

"  Lagerdorfer,"  German  Portland  cement,  from  J.  G.  Clark,  New  Orleans, 
La.,  H. L. Zeigler,  agent,  Galveston,  Tex 7,600 

Total  number  of  barrels 15,093 

All  of  the  abo^e  cement  was  sampled  and  tested  excepting  the  "Alpha"  and 
"  Hemmoor."  As  tiiis  "  Alpha"  was  part  of  shipment  nsed  and  tested  at  mortar  bat- 
tery and  was  also  used  on  gun  battery,  and  as  we  had  already  tested  a  nnmber  of 
samples  of  "  Hemmoor,"  it  was  not  thought  desirable  to  run  the  chances  of  delaying 
the  batteries  by  waiting  to  test  these  cements,  but  rather  to  hold  this  1,000  barrels 
to  fill  first  orders. 

Testing  apparatus:  The  plant  used  in  testing  the  cement  is  as  follows: 

1  Fairbanks  testing  machine,  capacity  1,000  pounds. 

40  brass  molds,  standard  American  Society  Civil  Engineers. 
1 1-pound  brass  rammer. 

2  "vicat"  needles,  one-twelfth  inch  one-qaarter  pound,  and  one- twenty-fourth 
inch  1  pound. 

4  galvanized  immersion  travs,  36 inches  by  16  inches  by  4  inches. 
1  heating  lamp  and  boiler  for  hot  tests. 
1  Fairbanks'  standard  platform  soales. 
Measuies,  trowels,  thermometers,  etc. 

Specifieations:  The  specifications  governing  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the 
cement  are  as  follows : 

While  the  cement  is  in  the  place  of  storage  described  above,  all  facilities  for  testing 
it  will  be  ^iven  to  the  United  States  agent  in  charge,  with  the  understanding  that 
he  shall  bring  with  him  all  special  testing  tools  and  instruments  that  may  be  neces- 
sary. The  use  of  a  telephone  will  be  frimiBhed  him  tree  of  charge,  and  I  will  keep 
an  agent  at  said  storage  place  to  receive  and  execute  all  orders  that  may  be  given 
pertaining  to  delivering  the  cement.  It  is  also  ftilly  understood  that  whether  tested 
or  not  no  cement  will  1^  fina.iy  accepted  until  it  has  been  delivered  as  ordered  at 
one  of  the  three  points  above  mentioned,  and  it  is  also  understood  that  1  will  be 
punsibla  for  thie  oement  until  such  final  acceptance. 
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It  is  further  nndentood  and  agreed  that  the  Engineer  Officer  in  charge  shall  haye 
the  right  to  reject  at  the  start  any  brand  which  in  his  jadgment  woola  not  be  snit- 
able  for  the  work,  this  absolnte  right  of  rejection  being  for  the  purpose  of  saring 
time  and  exhanstive  tests  of  any  cement  that  may  be  considered  "  under  snapioion.^ 

The  cement  will  be  stored  and  delivered  in  strong  barrels,  well  lined  with  paper, 
so  as  to  be  reasonably  secure  firom  air.  No  barrel  will  weigh  less  than  350  ponuds 
gross,  and  the  average  weight  per  barrel  will  not  be  less  than  895  poanda.  It  is 
understood  that  broken  barrels  may  be  accepted  as  half  barrels  at  the  option  of  the 
United  States  agent  in  charge. 

The  cement  will  be  a  true  Portland,  made  by  calcining  a  thorough  mixture  of 
clayey  and  calcareous  substance,  and  will  not  contain  more  than  2  per  cent  of  sul- 
phuric acid. 

It  is  understood  that  tests  of  cement  will  be  .made  at  a  temperature  of  70^  F.  or 
above,  and  that  in  making  tests  samples  may  be  taken  from  each  and  every  barrsL 
It  is  understood  that  a  failure  of  one-fifth  of  the  samples  tested  wiU  be  sufficient 
cause  for  the  rejection  of  all  the  barrels  in  the  lot  from  which  the  samples  were  taken, 
and  it  is  also  understood  that,  after  molding,  the  briquets  will  be  kept  in  moiat  air 
for  twenty-four  hours  and  then  in  water  until  the  time  of  breaking. 

The  fineness  of  the  cement  will  be  such  that  at  least  75  per  cent  of  it  by  weight 
will  pass  a  wire  cloth  sieve  having  about  100  meshes  per  linear  inch  (holes  O.006 
inch  square). 

When  mixed  neat  with  about  20  per  cent  of  water  to  form  a  stiff  paste,  and  made 
into  a  pat  or  cake,  it  will,  after  thirty  minutes  in  moist  air,  suffer  an  appreciable 
indeutation  from  the  end  of  a  wire  one-twelfth  inch  in  diameter  loaded  to  weigh 
one-fourth  pound. 

When  made  into  a  thin  cake  or  pat  and  immersed  in  water,  after  having  set  in 
moist  air,  it  will  not  check,  scale,  crack,  or  warp. 

Briquets  of  neat  cement  will  stand  a  tensile  strengtii  of  400  pounds  per  square 
inch  when  seven  days  old.  Briquets  made  of  mortar  containing  three  parts  sand 
to  one  of  cement  by  weight  will  stand  a  tensile  stress  of  100  pounds  per  square  inch 
when  seven  days  old,  and  150  pounds  per  square  inch  when  twenty-eight  days  old. 
It  is  understood  that  the  sand  used  in  testing  will  be  such  as  will  be  used  in  actual 
construction  (the  San  Jacinto  sand  or  similar). 

Sampling:  The  sainpling  of  the  barrels  of  cement  was  done  with  an  auger,  getting 
the  samples  from  the  center  of  the  barrel.  The  samples,  properly  marked  and  inclosed, 
were  tanen  to  the  testing  room,  where  thev  were  sifted  through  a  No.  20  sieve  to 
remove  all  chips,  particles  of  paper,  etc^  that  might  have  gotten  in  while  getting 
sample.    The  samples  were  then  ready  for  testing. 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  barrels  sampled  and  number  of  briquets 
made  and  tested  for  each  sample : 


flsmpled. 


Briqaots 

made tad 

broken. 


"HeynBro*.".. 
"KroijHberg"... 
"Dyckerhoff".. 

"Porta" 

"Kaiser" 

"  Lagerdorfer  "  . 
Various  brands. 


66 

148 
Ul 
2M 


677 
IW 


The  total  number  of  briquets  of  all  kinds  made  up  to  the  end  of  June,  1898,  was 
1,816,  thus  leaving  224  briquets  yet  to  be  broken. 

METHOD  OF  TBflTINO* 

Fineness :  Ten  ounces  from  each  sample  was  carefully  weighed  and  silled  through 
a  No.  100  sieve,  the  amount  remaining  on  sieve  being  weighed  to  determine  the 
amount  of  cement  passing  sieve.  After  this  determination  the  sample  used  was 
thrown  away. 

Time  of  set:  Pats  of  neat  cement  with  about  90  per  bent  of  water  were  made,  one- 
half  inch  thick,  3  inches  diameter,  with  thin  edges.  They  were  placed  on  glass  under 
a  damp  cloth  and  tested  for  set  with  Vicat  needles  in  the  usual  manner. 

Hot  test:  About  two  hours  after  pats  had  ''set  hard''  they  were  put  in  a  steam 
bath  at  a  temperature  of  190^  F.  After  being  subjected  to  this  bath  for  about  thne 
hours  the  pats  were  removed  and  examined  for  cracks,  swelling,  etc.  They  were 
then  immersed  in  hot  water,  temperature  180^  F.,  for  three  da^B,  and  again 
M  before. 
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TB8T8  FOR  TSN8ILB  STRKKGTH. 


Manipulation :  The  oorrect  amonnts  of  cement  and  sand,  in  the  proportions  of  1  part 
of  cement  to  3  parts  of  sand,  were  carefully  weighed  and  thoronghW  mixed  dry,  by 
hand,  on  a  marble  slab.  After  thoroaghly  mixing  dry,  the  water,  about  12  per  cent 
of  the  total  weight  of  cement  and  sand,  was  added  all  at  once,  time  noted,  and  the 
mass  Yigoroualy  mixed  with  trowel  for  Ave  minutes.  The  mortar  was  then  tamped 
into  the  molds,  using  a  1-pound  brass  tamper  falling  abont  three-fourths  of  an  inch, 
the  tamping  being  continued  until  a  film  of  water  appeared  upon  the  face  of  the 
briquet.  l%e  briquets  were  then  laid  away  to  set  nnder  a  damp  eloth  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  then  immersed  in  water  up  to  the  time  of  breaking,  the  water  being 
changed  every  twenty-four  hours. 

The  amount  of  tempering  water  was  changed  from  time  to  time  as  the  state  of  the 
atmosphere  and  the  cement  dictated,  the  object  being  to  get  the  different  mortars  of 
the  same  consistency. 

All  the  mixing,  tempering,  and  filling  of  molds  was  done  by  hand,  thns  leaving 
onr  results  open  to  the  ol^ection  that  although  they  agree  among  themselves,  they 
will  hardly  agree  with  results  obtained  out  of  the  same  cement  by  other  parties. 

Breaking  All  briquets  were  broken  for  seven  and  twenty-eight  day  tests.  The 
manipulation  of  the  Fairbanks  tester  is  almost  entirely  mechanical,  especial  care 
being  taken  to  have  the  briqnets  set  squarely  in  the  clips  to  avoid  any  twist  or 
side  strain  being  brought  upon  sample  while  applying  the  strain,  the  rate  of  appli- 
cation of  the  weight  being  about  400  pounds  per  minute. 

With  the  stylo  of  clips  furnished  with  the  Fairbanks  tester  it  is  qnite  difficult  to 
avoid  side  strain  or  twist,  as  the  bearing  surface  of  Jaws  of  clips  is  so  large  that 
when  the  weight  is  applied  the  briquet  is  held  as  in  a  vise,  and  no  lateral  move- 
ment can  take  place.  In  anv  future  work  with  this  machine  I  would  recommend 
that  the  bearing  surface  of  clips  be  reduced  to  one-half  inch,  or  even  five-sixteenths 
of  an  inch,  which  would  allow  the  surface  to  adjust  itself  more  or  less,  and  to  a  large 
extent  prevent  the  uneven  results  that  are  frequently  had,  and  which  can  be  attrib- 
uted to  no  other  canse  than  tortion  or  unequal  strain  on  one  side  or  the  other  of  the 
sample. 

Gkneral  remarks:  The  object  in  our  tests  was  not  to  establish  a  standard,  but  to 
obtain  as  even  results  as  possiole  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  cement  would 
fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  specifications  as  far  as  our  facilities  would  allow. 

As  the  tempering  of  the  mortar  and  the  manufacture  of  briqnets  was  done  entirely 
by  hand,  and  as  this  method  of  manipulation  is  open  to  many  objections,  especially 
the  fact  that  the  variations  in  the  resnlts  of  tensile  tests  between  the  work  of  dif- 
ferent experienced  operators  working  by  same  method  and  niK>n  the  same  material 
are  frequently  very  large,  the  differences  of  40  to  60  per  cent  with  neat  cement  are 
not  uncommon,  while  for  sand  mortar  they  are  much  greater.  (See  "Hydraulic 
cement,"  by  Prof.  F.  P.  Spaulding,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  ijnerican 
Society  of  Civil  Engineers  upon  standard  cement  tests.) 

It  was  onr  endeavor  to  make  all  our  tests  comparative  and  parallel.  For  each 
batch  of  one  brand  mixed  a  batch  of  another  brand  was  made  up  the  same  day  and 
honr,  if  possible,  under  the  same  conditions ;  so  our  resnlts,  though  they  may  not  com- 
pare with  tests  from  other  places,  should  and  do  agree  among  themselves. 

On  account  of  the  above-stated  objections,  the  experience  of  expert  cement  men, 
and  mj  own  small  experience,  I  recommend  that  in  any  future  tests  machines  for 
tempering  mortar  and  the  mannfaoture  of  briqnets  be  purchased. 

•  «••••• 

Very  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  M.  Wilcox, 

Ai9i9iant  Engineer. 
Uaj.  JAMR8  B.  QnnfN, 

Carp$  o/Engineen,  U.  S,  A. 


4S. 

DEFENSES  OF  LAKE  PORTS  IN  NEW  YORK. 

Officers  in  charge  of  defenses  on  Lake  Ghaplain,  Mi^.  William  S. 
Stanton,  Corps  of  Engineers,  nntil  October  1,  1897,  and  Lient.  Col. 
Alexander  M.  Miller,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  October  1, 1897 ;  officer 
in  charge  of  defensea  of  other  lake  ports  in  Kew  York,  Miy.  William  S. 
Stanton,  Corps  of  Engineers.  Division  Engineer,  Brig.  Uen.  George  L. 
Oillespiey  U.  S.  Yolonteers,  Colonel,  Corps  of 
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Site  at  Fort  Nia>gara. — ^The  bank  of  the  Niagara  Biver,  which  is  about 
40  feet  high  and  has  long  been  slowly  caving,  was  receding  too  near  to 
the  officers'  quarters  and  to  the  road  leading  to  the  fort. 

By  contract  with  Michael  Bennett,  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Mich.,  dated 
July  7,  and  approyed  Jnly  23,  a  length  of  1,850  feet  of  the  bank  was 
sloped  and  graded  and  the  foot  protected  with  two  layers  of  brash 
fascines  covered  with  a  layer  of  stone  ballast,  July  2S  to  November  24, 
when  the  contract  was  completed.  Under  the  contract  10,714  cubic 
yards  of  earth  were  excavated,  and  240  cords  of  fascines  and  594  cords 
of  stone  ballast  were  provided  and  put  in  place.  This  work  extended 
from  that  part  of  the  bank  graded  and  protected  in  1892  to  the  south 
boundary  of  the  reservation,  and  completed  the  project  of  1888.  Under 
the  contract  about  one  and  one-third  acres  of  the  slope  were  regraded, 
which  had  been  graded  in  1892,  and  188  tons  of  large  riprap  stones 
were  provided  to  secure  the  riprap  protection  formerly  placed  near  the 
fort. 

By  direct  hire  of  labor  the  surface  soil  that  was  available  was  spread 
upon  the  slope,  and  the  entire  slope  that  had  been  formed  and  graded 
under  the  contract  was  fertilized  and  sown  with  grass  seed  and  winter 
rye. 

It  will  need  careful  attention  to  check  washing  and  gullying,  and  to 
be  several  times  refertilized  and  resown  until  turf  is  formed  axK)u  it. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  were 
as  follows: 

Sloping,  grading,  and  protecting  1,850  linear  feet  of  river  bank,  nnder 
contract $11,82&14 

Fertilizing  and  sowing  bank,  inclading  watching  and  repairing  to  June 
30,  1898,  by  direct  hire  of  labor 1,276.32 

Snperin dence,  enrv ey 8,  offl ce  expenses,  and  contingencies 1;  469. 68 

Total 14,574.14 

Of  the  foregoing  $14,574.14  the  sum  of  $13,000  was  defrayed  from 
the  appropriation  for  '^Sea  Walls  and  Embankments/'  and  $1,574.14 
from  the  appropriation  for  ^'Preservation  and  Kepair  of  Fortifications." 

Money  statements. 

SBA  WALLS  AND  XMBANKMBMTS. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended • $13,000.00 

Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiflcal  year 13^000.00 

PRBSERVATION  AKD  RBPAIB  OF  FOBTIFIGATION8. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $6,778.81 

June  90, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiecid  year $1, 574. 14 

April  26, 1898,  amount  withdrawn 3,600.00 

5, 074.  U 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended , 1, 704.67 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 50.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  ayailable 1,654.67 

Fort  Montgomery. — To  prevent  the  percolation  of  water  from  the  ter- 
replein  down  the  joint  between  the  facing  and  backing  of  the^parade 
wall  into  the  masonry  of  the  casemate  arches,  a  length  of  103  feet  was 
coTered  with  patent  granite  roofing  during  the  previous  fiscal  year,  as 
an  experiment.  It  was  intended  to  continue  this  work  during  the 
present  fiscal  year,  but  as  the  experimental  work  previously  done  had 
not  proved  satis£Bbctory  it  was  recommended  that  the  repairs  be  deferred 
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until  the  alterations  of  the  fort  were  begnn  in  accordance  with  the 
amended  plan,  as  an  inspection  of  the  fort  developed  the  fact  that  mach 
more  extensive  work  would  be  required  than  was  previously  contem- 
plated. In  view  of  the  reprej^entations  made,  the  Department  directed 
that  no  further  steps  be  taken  for  the  present  to  stop  the  leakage 
referred  to. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  year  was  $908.57. 

It  was  applied  as  follows: 

Toserrioesof  fort  keeper $540.00 

To  mileage,  traveling  ezpenees^  and  services  of  laborers  in  refilling  trenches 
previously  excavated 368.57 


4T. 

DEFENSES  OF  SAN  DIEGO,  CALIFORNIA. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  Charles  E.  L.  B.  Davis,  Corps  of  Engineers; 
assistants,  Lieut.  Herbert  Deakyne,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  January  10, 
1898,  and  Gapt.  James  J.  Meyler,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  July  3, 
1897.    Division  Engineer,  Col.  Charles  K.  Suter,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

Ten-inch  gun  battery — ^The  project  for  the  defense  of  San  Diego 
includes  a  battery  of  10-inch  guns  on  disappearing  carriages.  A  con- 
tract was  entered  into  with  the  California  Constniction  Company,  of 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  December  19, 1896,  for  the  construction  of  two  of 
the  emplacements,  the  work  to  be  completed  on  or  before  December  31, 
1897.  At  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  good  progress  had  been  made. 
For  the  status  of  the  work  at  that  time  and  for  a  general  description 
of  plans,  method  of  construction,  concrete  mixtures,  etc.,  see  page  745, 
Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  1897. 

On  June  17, 1897,  a  project  was  submitted  for  constructing  another, 
or  third,  emplacement,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $49,630.22.  This  esti- 
mate was  based  on  the  last  contract  figures  obtained  for  constructing 
the  two  emplacements,  but  it  was  thought  that  cheaper  figures  ought 
to  be  received  for  this  new  emplacement,  as  there  would  be  no  uncer- 
tainty about  the  availability  of  the  money  (at  the  time  of  the  award- 
ing the  last  contract  no  funds  were  available,  and  the  contractor  had  to 
take  his  own  risk  about  future  appropriations  being  made  to  permit  of 
uninterrupted  payments  for  work  done),  and  as  the  contractors  were 
already  established  there  with  wharf,  water  supply,  plant,  etc  It  was 
therefore  recommended  that  bids  be  solicited,  and  that  if  the  lowest 
exceeded  (45,000  all  of  them  be  rejected  and  the  work  be  done  by  hired 
labor. 

In  response  to  public  advertisement  ten  bids  were  received,  ranging 
from  $37,788.68  to  $47,604.88.  The  California  Construction  Company, 
the  same  firm  that  were  contractors  for  the  first  two  emplacements, 
were  the  lowest  bidders,  and  to  them  was  awarded  the  contract,  the 
work  to  be  completed  on  or  before  January  1, 1898.  The  same  plant 
was  used  and  no  material  departures  in  methods  of  construction  or  in 
the  concrete  mixtures  were  made  from  those  pursued  under  the  first 
contract. 

Owing  to  delays  in  receiving  material  fi'om  the  East  the  time  of  com- 
pletion was  extended  one  month  by  the  Engineer  Department  and 
farther  extended  to  February  7, 1898,  by  letter  from  this  office,  the 
work  under  both  contracts  being  completed  on  the  date  last  specified. 
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The  fonndatioD  of  tbe  gun  platform  in  emplacement  Ko.  4  being 
rather  poor,  excavation  was  carried  down  to  a  few  inches  below  low 
water,  where  a  fairly  good  foundation  of  clay  was  foand.  This  exca- 
vation Wiis  then  filled  in  with  sand  well  tamped  in  layers  of  6  inches, 
and  at  the  proper  reference  the  concrete  commenced.  The  platform 
was  built  as  a  monolith  with  a  joint  between  it  and  the  adjoining  sar- 
faces,  tarred  paper  being  inserted  to  prevent  adhesion,  so  that  if  set- 
tlement ever  takes  place  the  platform  will  sink  vertically  by  itself. 

The  defective  character  of  the  foundation  for  the  platform  was  not 
fully  developed  until  after  the  concrete  of  the  emplacement  and  of  the 
traverse  between  it  and  emplacement  Ko.  3  was  completed,  when  tbe 
great  weight  of  this  mass  of  concrete  forced  up  the  bottom  of  the  excava- 
tion and  pressed  up  the  water  in  the  trial  pits.  The  driving  of  piles  for 
a  foundation  would  have  endangered  the  concrete  already  built,  as  the 
jarring  and  shaking  in  all  probability  would  have  seriously  cracked  it. 
On  the  other  hand,  to  have  removed  all  the  material  down  to  bard 
pan  would  have  entailed  great  expense  in  shoring  up  the  sides  of  the 
excavation.  Moreover,  either  of  these  methods  would  have  caused  the 
delay  incidental  to  the  preparation  of  specifications  for  the  extra  work 
and  the  entering  into  a  supplemental  contract.  So,  after  careful  con- 
sideration, the  plan  described  above  was  adopted,  the  excavation  first 
being  thorougly  drained.  The  total  weight  of  the  concrete  platform, 
gun,  and  carriage  is  about  516  tons,  giving  a  load  per  square  foot  of 
1,781:  pounds,  which  is  thought  to  be  within  safe  limits,  Baker  giving 
the  safe  bearing  power  of  soft  clay  in  tons  per  square  foot  at  1  ton 
minimum  and  2  tons  maximum.  Careful  levels  have  been  tiiken  and 
recorded  so  that  future  observations  will  detect  any  settlement 

After  the  completion  of  tbe  contract  many  small  jobs  pertaining  to 
the  gun  battery  were  done  by  hired  labor,  such  as  ramps  and  tiights  of 
wooden  steps  connecting  terreplein  and  parade,  planting  slopes  with 
grass  seed,  putting  up  iron  ladders  in  the  emplacements  for  lookouts, 
chain  guards  around  each  gun  platform  and  around  stairways  leading 
from  gun  platform  to  platform  galleries,  painting  top  surfaces  of  con- 
crete a  dark  color,  and  giving  a  coat  of  dark-colored  wash  to  all  the 
engineer  buildings  to  render  them  less  conspicuous,  putting  in  water- 
supply  system  for  the  use  of  the  garrison  and  the  battery,  etc. 

The  work  of  mounting  the  gun  and  carriage  of  each  emplacement 
was  completed  on  the  following  dates:  No.  3,  April  9;  No.  4,  A))ril  29, 
and  No.  2,  May  21,  1898.  This  work  was  performed  by  the  artillery 
garrison  of  San  Diego  barracks.  The  carriages  traverse  very  freely, 
showing  careful  setting  up  and  also  that  no  settlement  has  so  far  taken 
place. 

M<mey  statements. 

TWO  10-INCH  GUN  EMPIACXMSNTS. 

July  ly  1897,  balance  iinexi>ended $64,798^23 

June  30, 1898,  expended  during  fisoal  year 64,607.38 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 190.85 

ONX  10-INCH  OUN  BMPLACEMBNT. 

June  25,  1897,  amount  aUotted $48,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  expended  during  the  fiscal  year ^ 45,324.42 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 2,675.58 

Mining  casemate. — An  allotment  of  $8,030  having  been  made  for  the 
construction  of  a  mining  casemate,  sjHscifications  for  it  were  prepared 
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and  the  quantities  of  material  incorporated  with  those  required  for 
constructing  the  two  gun  emplacements,  bids  for  both  works  being 
solicited  and  the  award  of  the  whole  made  to  one  party — in  this  case  the 
California  Construction  Company,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal. — though  the 
accounts  for  each  class  of  work  were  kept  separate,  as  they  came  under 
different  appropriations. 

The  work  of  construction  was  carried  on  with  that  of  the  gun  emplace- 
ments and  was  completed  at  the  same  time,  viz,  February  7, 1898,  the 
extension  of  ^ime  granted  covering  the  contract  for  the  casemate,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  two  emplacements. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balaooe  unexpended $7,841.00 

JoneSOy  1888,  expended  daring  fiscal  year 7,209.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  anexpended 632.00 

Cable  tank, — ^Under  Department  instructions,  plans  and  estimates 
were  submitted  for  the  storage  of  all  of  the  torpedo  material  required 
for  the  submarine  mine  defense  of  San  Diego,  Cal.  The  plans  called 
for  a  cable  tank  and  a  torpedo  storehouse,  the  respective  estimates 
therefor  being  $1,700  and  $3,840.  These  plans  were  approved  April 
13, 1898,  and  an  allotment  of  $1,700  made  for  the  cable  tank,  as  the 
available  funds  only  permitted  this. 

The  first  concrete  was  laid  May  20,  and  the  concrete  work  completed 
May  28, 1898.  The  work  was  done  by  hired  labor,  and  was  completed 
in  June. 

Money  statement. 

April  13, 1896,  amonnt  allotted $1,700.00 

Jnne  30, 1898,  expended  daring  the  fiscal  year 1, 206.99 

Joly  1, 1898^  balance  unexpended 493.01 

Mining  defenses. — Under  date  of  AprU  22,  189S,  directions  were 
received  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers  to  at  once  load  and  plant  any 
mines  at  hand  at  San  Diego  Harbor,  and  to  complete  the  system  for 
operating  them. 

Some  material  was  obtained  from  Moj.  W.  H.  Heuer,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, in  charge  of  the  torpedo  defense  of  San  Francisco  Harbor.  The 
officer  in  local  charge,  immediately  on  receipt  of  instructions,  organized 
a  volunteer  company  of  citizens  of  San  Diego,  about  80  in  number, 
including  carpenters,  electricians,  civil  engineers,  surveyors,  telegraph- 
ers, boiler  makers,  steam  engineers,  boatmen,  and  mechanics.  In  the 
meantime  a  detail  of  one  noncommissioned  officer  and  four  enlisted  men 
was  sent  from  the  Engineer  Battalion. 

Work  commenced  early  in  May;  torpedo  cable  was  purchased  in  San 
Francisco;  a  house  built  for  the  oil  engine  and  the  dynamo,  the  case- 
mate not  being  large  enough  to  contain  them;  tables,  benches,  shelves, 
and  fittings  were  set  up  in  the  casemate;  signal  and  firing  batteries  set 
up  and  the  latter  charged  from  the  transformer;  the  testing  instru- 
ments were  put  in  place  and  telephone  communication  established 
between  casemate  and  loading  room.  Six  mines  were  planted  on  the 
23d  and  nine  more  on  the  24th,  making  five  triple  groups,  leaving  an 
open  passage  marked  by  regular  channel  buoys  belonging  to  the  United 
States  Light- House  Establishment. 

On  May  20  a  notice  to  mariners  was  issued  and  published  in  the  col- 
umns of  the  daily  press  of  the  coast  notifying  them  of  the  discontinuance 
of  the  light  at  Ballast  Point  and  the  lights  of  the  lighted  channel 
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beacons  in  San  Diego  Bay  after  May  25,  and  regulations  for  navi^ting 
the  entrance  to  San  Diego  Bay  in  time  of  war  were  also  pablished 
and  printed  copies  of  the  same  widely  distributed. 

The  battery  commander  has  two  Napoleon  guns  trained  on  the  mine 
fields  and  a  gasoline  launch  was  employed  for  night  patrol  purposes 
until  June  22,  when  the  United  States  revenue  cutter  Cortcin  arrived  , 
at  San  Diego  and  took  charge  of  that  portion  of  the  coast. 

Lieut.  J.  J.  Meyler,  Corps  of  Engineers,  has  been  in  local  charge  of 
all  the  work  at  San  Diego,  Gal.,  which  he  has  performed  witJi  an  iutelli- 
gence,  zeal,  and  discretion  worthy  of  the  greatest  praise. 

Money  statements. 

TOBPBDOKS  FOR  HARBOR  DEFENSE,  JANUARY  1,  1899. 

Jane  15, 1898,  amount  allotted $6,300.00 

June  30,  1898,  balance  unexpended 6,300.00 

June  30,  1898,  ontstanding  liabilities 4,900.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,400.00 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE,  ACT  OF  IfARCH  9,  1898. 

June  16, 1898,  amount  allotted $1,500.00 

June  30, 1898,  expended  durin/^  fiscal  year 339.70 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 1,160.30 

Preservation  and  repair  of  fortifications. — The  keeper  was  employed 
during  the  year  in  care  of  fences  and  grounds  of  the  reservation  and 
assisting  in  various  ways  in  construction  work  about  the  battery. 


Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended 

June  24, 1897,  amount  aUotted 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year. .. 
July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 


$7.15 
720.00 


727.15 
720.00 


7.15 


Abstract  of  bids  for  ewMtrw^ing  trnt  lO-in^k  gun  emplacement^  called  for  hy  adverttee- 
mentofJuly  7, 1897,  and  opened  at  12  m.,  August 9, 1897,  by  Maj.  Charles  E.  L,  B,  Davit, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army, 


Na 


1 
2 
8 
4 
5 
0 
7 
8 
9 
10 


Bidder. 


City  Street  ImproTement  Co 

Kae  Bnildinff  and  Contracting  Co 

Kimball  G.  Saston  and  Arthur  R.  Wilson. 

W.  L.  Prather,  jr 

California  Construction  Co 

Wm.  £.  Thornton  and  Carl  Leonardt 

William  Oabnm 

Waldo  S.  Waterman 

Fairchild  &  Gilmore 

William  H.  Healy 


Addreaa. 


San  Vranoiaoo,  Cal. 

.....do 

Oakland,  Cal 

.....do 

San  Franoisoo.  Cal. 
Iioe  Angelea,  Cal.. 

San  Diego,  Cal 

.....do 

Iioe  Angeles,  Cal.. 
San  Fraaclsco,  Cal. 


Amount  of 
bid. 


$47, 
40. 
38, 
37, 
87, 
47, 
42, 
41, 
41, 
S8. 


604.88 
712.40 
06.77 
790.13 
788La 
350.O 
170.  e 

013.  e 

672. 07 


Note. — The  different  items  of  work  were  bid  for  separately — excavation,  fill,  and 
concrete  by  tlie  cnbic  yard;  paraffin  covering  and  hard  finish  by  the  square  yard; 
steel  beams,  bolts,  wronght-iron  work,  etc.,  by  the  poand;  pipe,  speaking  tube,  and 
tile  drain  by  the  foot;  lumber  by  the  1,000  feet;  ammanition  lifts  and  oraD«6  at  so 
much  a  piece;  all  prices  being  for  materials  in  place. 
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4  U. 
DEFENSES  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA* 

Officer  in  charge  of  artillery  defense  of  south  side  of  San  Francisco 
Bay,  Col.  Oharles  B.  Sater,  Corps  of  Engineers.  Officers  in  charge  of 
artillery  defense  of  north  side  of  San  Francisco  Bay,  Maj.  Charles  E. 
L.  B.  Davis,  Corps  of  Engineers,  nntil  Jaunary  17,  1898,  and  Col. 
Charles  B.  Snter,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  January  17, 1898:  Division 
Engineer,  Col.  Oharles  E.  Snter,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  January  17. 
1898.  Officers  in  charge  of  the  torpedo  defense  of  San  Francisco  ana 
of  the  artillery  defense  of  the  islands  in  San  Francisco  Bay,  Maj. 
Charles  E.  L.  B.  Davis,  Corps  of  Engineers,  nntil  Janaary  14,  1898, 
and  Maj.  William  H.  Uener,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  January  14, 
1898;  Division  Engineer,  Col.  Charles  R.  Suter,  Corps  of  Engineers. 
On  April  7, 1898,  Major  Hener  transferred  the  works  of  artillery  defence 
of  Angel  Island  to  Colonel  Snter,  who  retained  charge  to  the  end  of 
the  year.  Assistants:  Capt.  Charles  L.  Potter,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
nntil  November  27, 1897;  Lieut.  Herbert  Deakyne,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
since  January  10, 1898;  Lieut.  Louis  C.  Wolf,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since 
September  30, 1897;  Lieut.  Meriwether  L.  Walker,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
from  May  4  to  May  14, 1898,  and  Capt.  Francis  B.  Shnnk,  Ck>ri)s  of 
Engineers,  from  May  5, 1898. 

Oun  ana  mortar  batteries  on  south  side  of  hay. — The  principal  work  of 
the  year  has  been  on  emplacements  Kos.  9  and  10  for  10-iuch  guns  on 
United  States  disappearing  carriages,  model  of  1896,  and  on  Mortar 
Battery  No.  2  for  sixteen  12inch  mortars  on  carriages  of  model  1896. 

The  plans  for  these  works  had  been  approved  prior  to  the  end  of  the 
last  fiscal  year,  and  the  excavation  at  Nos.  9  and  10  completed.  Forms 
were  built  and  the  concrete  mixer  set  up  at  these  latter  emplacements 
during  July,  and  the  heavy  concrete  work  finished  by  the  end  of  August. 
Just  a  month  was  needed  for  this  work.  The  gun  and  loading  plat- 
forms were  built  subsequently,  and  all  this  work  was  finished  by  the 
middle  of  October.  Back  filling  was  begun  September  1,  and  all  the 
main  work  was  completed  by  the  end  of  November.  Work  on  minor 
details — finishing  up,  ironwork,  doors,  etc. — was  prosecuted  during  the 
rest  of  the  season,  and  by  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  everything  was 
completed  except  electric  lighting.  The  armament  was  also  installed, 
and  the  works  turned  over  to  the  artillery  troops. 

At  Mortar  Battery  No.  2  clearing  of  the  site  was  the  only  work 
done  bdfore  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year.  As  large  a  force  of  men 
and  teams  were  put  on  the  excavation  as  could  be  worked  to  advantage, 
and  all  construction  work  hurried  with  a  view  to  completing  it  before 
the  fall  rains  began.  As  soon  as  the  pits  were  clear  ttie  platforms,  all 
concrete^  were  laid.  This  work,  as  well  as  the  foundations  for  the  main 
masonry  masses  and  the  detached  rooms  in  end  traverses,  was  built  of 
hand-mixed  concrete.  October  27  work  was  begun  on  the  main  masses 
of  masonry  and  was  prosecuted  with  great  rapidity.  It  was  practically 
finished  by  the  end  of  November.  Back  filling  was  begun  along  the 
battery  as  fast  as  anything  was  completed.  It  was  begun  November 
17  and  finished  February  12.  All  the  base  rings  were  set  as  fast  as 
received,  and  the  carriages  were  promptly  mounted.  Finishing  up, 
hanging  doors,  etc.,  took  some  time  to  carry  out,  but  the  battery  was 
entirely  finished  and  ready  for  service  by  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year, 
with  the  exception  of  electric  lighting  and  the  armament  of  mortars, 
not  yet  received. 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  new  emplacements  for  12-inch  gans, 
Nos.  8, 18,  and  19,  were  nearly  completed.  As  the  armament  for  the 
two  latter  was  on  hand,  they  were  pnshed  to  completion.  Finishing 
the  interior  and  installing  lifts  and  trolleys  was  the  bnlk  of  the  work. 
When  this  was  completed  and  the  remaining  gun  moanted,  the  battery 
was  turned  over  to  the  artillery  troops.  At  No.  8  sabstantially  the 
same  work  was  carried  oat,  but  with  less  haste.  The  gon  has  been 
received,  but  not  the  carriage,  so  that  the  emplacement  is  not  entirely 
completed,  though  all  has  been  done  that  is  possible  before  the  carriage 
is  in  place  and  the  gun  mounted. 

A  battery  for  two  5-inch  rapid-fire  guns  has  been  ordered  for  8ome 
time,  but  plans  could  not  be  prepar^  owing  to  lack  of  information 
regarding  the  carriages.  When  this  information  finally  became  avail- 
able,plans  were  sent  on  and  approved,  and  work  was  begun.  As  it  is 
necessary  to  build  the  foundation  cylinders  into  the  platforms,  work 
could  not  be  carried  beyond  making  the  excavation,  laying  the  founda- 
tions, and  completing  some  portions  of  the  battery.  This  work  was 
done  in  March,  and  remains  in  statu  quo,  the  oarriages  not  having 
been  received. 

In  addition  to  the  new  work  here  enumerated,  minor  operations  have 
been  in  progress  on  all  the  old  emplacements,  with  the  intention  of 
supplying  means  of  service  not  contemplated  in  their  original  construc- 
tion. For  the  three  12-inch  guns  Nos.  14,  15,  and  16  a  guard  and 
relocator  room,  begun  last  year,  has  been  completed.  It  is  connected 
by  voice  pipes  with  all  three  emplacements.  Similar  rooms,  with  look- 
out and  other  accommodations,  have  been  built  for  the  service  of  the 
10-iuch  guns  in  emplacements  Nos.  11, 12,  and  13.  It  is  located  in 
the  space  between  Nos.  12  and  13.  The  relocator  room.in  emplacements 
Nos.  9  and  10  has  been  also  connected  with  No.  11  as  an  additional  pre- 
caution. Similar  rooms  were  also  built  for  Mortar  Battery  No.  1,  where 
the  accommodation  proved  inadequate,  and  speaking  tubes  connect 
these  rooms  with  the  dififerent  pits.  Granes,  stairs,  railiugs,  and  trolleys, 
which  had  been  delayed  pending  the  mounting  of  the  guns,  were  also 
supplied  to  the  older  10-inch  emplacements  Nos.  11, 12,  and  13. 

Finally,  much  work  was  done  in  surveys  about  the  batteries,  estab- 
lishing base  lines  and  determining  azimuths,  elevations,  etc..  for  the 
use  of  the  artillery  garrison.  All  the  guns  and  mortars  mounted  have 
been  oriented  prior  to  the  graduation  and  marking  of  the  azimuth 
circles  by  the  Ordnance  Department. 

The  work  connected  with  the  water  supply  of  the  batteries  was  com- 
pleted by  the  installation  of  an  electrical  indicator  connected  with  the 
pumping  house. 

The  report  .of  Lieutenant  Wolf,  copy  appended,  is  refnrred  to  for 
further  details  concerning  all  these  operations. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  received  one  12-inch  gun,  three 
10-inch  guns,  three  10-inch  gun  carriages,  and  16  mortar  carriages.  All 
have  been  mounted  except  one  12-inch  gun,  which  has  no  carriage. 

Lieutenant  Potter  was  in  immediate  charge  of  this  work  until  relieved 
December  1  by  Lieutenant  Wolf.  Both  of  these  officers  have  rendered 
most  valuable  and  efficient  service. 

Gun  batteries  on  north  side  of  hay  and  on  islands  in  bay, — ^The  battery 
for  three  12inch  rifies  was  completed  so  far  as  authorized,  the  terre- 
pleins  having  been  graded  and  concreted  and  the  last  gun  mounted  in 
September,  but  the  possibility  of  an  attack  and  the  isolated  position  of 
the  battery  rendered  some  precautionary  measures  a  necessity.  The 
entire  battery  and  the  covered  way  leading  back  to  the  main  road  were 
Burronnded  with  barbed-wii^  entMi^l^ments  and  a  stockade  buUt  across 
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the  end  of  the  covered  way.  It  was  hoped  that  these  measares  might 
enable  the  guard  to  stand  off  an  attack  till  help  could  reach  them  from 
the  troops  quartered  below;  but  considerable  work  will  be  needed  to 
place  this  battery  in  an  efficient  condition.  Tarious  rooms  must  be 
built  for  fire-control  service,  for  guard  rooms,  and  for  defense  against 
a  land  attack.  Some  machine  guns  should  also  be  supplied  for  the 
latter  purpose. 

A  tank  sunk  in  the  ground  was  built  on  the  hill  above  the  battery 
and  connected  therewith.  The  tank  is  supplied  by  a  pump  located 
near  the  quarters. 

The  lifts  were  slightly  altered  so  as  to  admit  the  ammunition  trucks 
which  the  Ordnance  Department  proposes  to  furnish.  At  present  there 
is  no  way  of  handling  ammunition  either  at  this  battery  or  at  the  five 
similar  emplacements  on  the  south  side  of  the  bay. 

On  March  17  directions  were  given  by  telegraph  to  construct  two 
emplacements  for  8-inch  B.  L.  rifles  on  nondisappearing  carriages  on 
the  mainland  and  one  for  similar  armament  on  an  island  in  the  bay 
with  fonds  allotted  from  the  appropriation  for  ^'National  Defense,"  act 
of  March  9, 1898. 

Further  instructions  directed  the  use  of  all  possible  dispatch  in  car- 
rying this  work  to  completion.  Lieutenant  Deakyne  was  placed  in 
charge,  and  after  surveys  of  the  ground  had  been  made  and  plans  pre- 
pared work  was  commenced  on  the  mainland.  The  battery  was  arranged 
to  straddle  the  ridge  and  face  toward  the  south,  thus  giving  the  most 
advantageous  field  of  fire.  The  peculiar  situation  enabled  the  maga- 
zines, etc.,  to  be  held  at  the  level  of  the  terrepleins,  so  that  no  lifts  are 
required,  and  the  service  of  the  guns  should  be  veiy  rapid.  Some  time 
was  consumed  In  building  roads,  arranging  pumping  pla^t,  and  accumu- 
lating supplies.  Excavation  began  April  9,  and  was  prosecuted  night 
and  day,  with  two  8-hour  shifts.  Concreting  began  April  24,  and  was 
mainly  completed  by  May  12.  No  night  work  was  done  on  concrete  work, 
as  the  necessary  stone  supply  could  not  be  kept  up.  Building  the  two 
platforms  took  from  May  11  to  14.  Much  grading  was  required  in  trim- 
ming off  the  ridge  in  front  of  the  battery,  and  at  the  end  of  June  there 
was  stiU  a  month's  work  on  hand  to  entirely  complete  the  work.  Ko 
guns  or  carriages  have  been  received.  A  tank  has  been  sunk  in  the  ridge 
behind  and  alK)ve  the  battery  for  water  supply.  This  tank  is  tilled  by 
an  oil  engine  and  pump  from  a  well  in  the  plain  below.  The  site  of  the 
battery  was  occupied  by  a  soft  red  rock,  and  all  the  excavation  was  in 
this  material.  This  has  retarded  the  work  somewhat,  but  the  rate  of 
workjiias  been  satisfactory  and  the  whole  operation  very  creditable  to 
Lieu&nant  Deakyne. 

Before  beginning  work  on  the  island  it  was  necessary  to  build  quar- 
ters and  stables,  repair  wharf  and  roads,  set  up  rock  crusher,  and  do 
other  things  which  consumed  much  time.  During  this  preliminary 
work,  from  April  1  to  20,  Lieutenant  Deakyne  was  in  charge,  but  about 
that  time  the  completion  of  the  work  on  the  south  side  of  bay  enabled 
Lieutenant  Wolf  to  be  sent  to  the  island,  so  that  Lieutenant  Deakyne 
could  confine  his  attention  to  the  mainland. 

Excavation  was  begun  April  23  and  ended  May  13,  the  work  being, 
as  on  the  mainland,  in  two  eight-hour  shifts.  Much  rock  was  encoun- 
tered, especially  about  the  gun  emplacement  proper.  The  general  type 
of  work  adopted  was  similar  to  the  emplacements  on  the  mainland. 
Owing  to  the  small  amount  of  work,  the  concrete  used  was  mixed  by 
hand.  Concreting  began  on  May  16  and  was  finished  May  30,  seven 
days  having  been  lost  while  waiting  for  an  additional  allotment. 
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A  sunken  tank  was  built  in  the  hill  back  of  the  battery  for  the  water 
supply.  It  is  filled  by  a  branch  £rom  one  of  the  main  pipe  lines  run- 
ning to  the  garrison  waterworks. 

The  entire  work  was  completed  June  20,  so  far  as  can  be  done  until 
the  carriage  is  received.  As  there  was  less  excavation  here  than  on  the 
mainland  the  work  was  done  more  rapidly,  but  both  Lieutenants 
Deakyne  and  Wolf  are  entitled  to  great  credit  for  their  zeal  and  effi- 
ciency in  pushing  this  emergency  work. 

Lieutenant  Shunk  reported  for  duty  while  the  work  on  the  mainland 
was  in  progress,  but  under  the  general  instructions  to  assist  in  laying 
mines  he  was  turned  over  to  Major  Heuer,  and  has  been  on  duty  with 
him  ever  since. 

A  copy  of  Lieutenant  Wolf's  report  on  the  island  work  is  incloBed 
for  details.  The  work  on  the  mainland  not  being  completed,  the  item- 
ized cost  statement  has  been  withheld  for  the  present. 

Allotments. 

WORKS  ON  SOUTH  SmS  OF  BAT. 

Gun  and  moriar  haiUriM, 

EmplacementSy  etc. : 

September  11,  1S90  (act  August  18,  1890) $100,000.00 

March  10, 1891  (act  August  18,  1890) 101,000.00 

July  2,  1891,  cement  (act  February  24,  1891) 15,000.00 

September  19,  1891,  cement  (act  February  24,  1891) 10,   00. 00 

Nov^ember  9,  1891,  cement  (act  February  24, 1891) 5, 000. 00 

December  4,  1891,  cement  (act  February  24,  1891) 5, 000. 00 

December  23,  1891,  cement  (act  February  24,  1891) 5, 000. 00 

January  20,  1892,  cement  (act  February  24, 1891) 10, 000. 00 

February  17, 1892— 

Act  August  18,  1890 $69,000.00 

Act  February  24,  1891 87,332.00 

146,332.00 

887,332.00 
February  4, 1893,  transferred  to  Mortar  Battery  No.  1 — 

Act  August  18,  1890 $45,000.00 

Act  February  24,  1891 70,118.50 

June  8,  1896,  transferred  to  Mortar  Battery  No.  1  (act 

August  18, 1890) 1,600.00 

October  5,  1893,  withdrawn  (act  February  24,  1891) 10, 500. 00 

March  3,  1894,  withdrawn  (act  February  24, 1891) 3, 600. 00 

130, 718. 50 

Balance 266,613.50 

Gun  platforms,  etc.  (^  10-inch  guns,  emplacements  11, 12, 13) :  * 

May  28,  1895  (act  August  1,  1894) 5,000.00 

Junel5, 1895  (act  March  2, 1895) 8,838.00 

November  15,  1895,  trausferred  from  mortar  platforms  (act  August 

1,1894) 2,150. 


Total 15,988.22 

Gun  platforms,  etc.  (12-inch  guns,  emplacements  14, 15) : 

December  14, 1895  (act  August  1,  1894) $4,627.55 

December  14, 1895  (act  March  2, 1895) 972.45 

5,600.00 

September  15,  1896,  transferred  to  platform  of  emplace- 
ment No.  8  (act  March  2, 1895) $691.90 

November  20,  1896,  transferred  to  Mortar  Battery  No.  1 

(aotMarch2,  1895) 125.00 

816.90 

BAlanoe 4,783.10 
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Gun  platform,  etc.  (12-inch  gon,  emplacement  16) : 

September  29, 1894  (act  Aagnst  1, 1894) $4,000.00 

November  15, 1895,  withdrawn 1,101.57 

Balance 2,898.43 

Mortar  Battery  No.  1 : 

February  4, 1893,  transferred  from  emplacements,  etc. — 

Act  Angnst  18, 1890 $45,000.00 

Act  Febmary  24, 1891 70, 118.60 

$116, 118. 50 

June  8,  1896,  transferred  from  emplacements,  etc.  (act  Aagast  18, 
1890) 1,600.00 

November  20, 1896,  transferred  from  12-inoh  gun  platforms,  emplace- 
ments 14, 16  (act  March  2, 1895) 126.00 

November  20, 1896,  transferred  from  emplacements,  etc.  (act  Jane  6, 
1896) 275.00 

November  10, 1897,  transferred  from  emplacements,  etc.  (act  June  6, 
1896) 2,500.00 

119, 518. 50 
December  81, 1895,  withdrawn  (act  Febmary  24, 1891) 5, 118. 50 

« 

Balance 114,400.00 

Mortar  platforms,  ete. : 

March  14, 1893  (act  Febraarv  18, 1898) $10,000.00 

September  5, 1894  (act  August  1,1894) 25,641.00 

35, 641. 00 

November  16, 1896,  withdrawn  (act  Au^st  1, 1894) $3, 525. 98 

November  16, 1895,  transferred  to  10-iuch  gun  platforms, 
Emplacements  11, 12, 13  (act  August  1, 1894) 2, 150. 22 

6, 676. 20 

Balance 29,964.80 

Emplaoements,  etc. : 

July  3, 1896  (act  June  6,1896) $168,000.00 

September  15, 1896,  transferred  from  12-inch  gun  platforms,  emplace- 
ments 14,  15  (act  March 2,  1895) 691.90 

168, 691. 90 
November  20, 1896,  transferred  to  Mortar  Battery  No.  1 

(act  June  6, 1896) $275.00 

Februaiy  11, 1897,  transferred  to  water  supply  (act  June 

6,1896) 9,300.00 

July  21, 1897.  transferred  to  water  supply  (act  June  6, 1896)         700. 00 
November  10,  1897,  transferred  to  Mortar  Battery  No.  1 

(act  June6, 1896) 2,500.00 

December  18, 1897,  transferred  to  Mortar  Battery  No.  2. . .     12, 0(K).  00 

Febmary  9, 1898,  transferred  to  Mortar  Battery  No.  2 6, 500. 00 

December  16, 1896,  withdrawn  (act  June  6, 1896) 12, 000. 00 

43,275.00 

Balance 126,416.90 

Water  supply  for  defensive  works : 

Febmary  11, 1897,  transferred  from  emplacements,  ete.  (act  June  6, 

1896) : : $9,300.00 

Jnly  21, 1897,  transfeired  from  emplacements,  etc.  (act  June  6, 1896) . .  700. 00 

Total '. 10,000.00 

Emplaoements  9  and  10: 

MiOr  25, 1807  (act  Maroh  3, 1897) $67,0Qa.<y\ 
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Mortar  Battery  No.  2 : 

June  14, 1897  (act  March  3, 1897) $106,000.00 

December  18,  1897,  transferred  from  emplacemente,  etc.  (act  Jane  6, 

1896) 12,000.00 

Feltrnarv  0,  1898,  transferred  from  emplacements,  etc.  (act  Jnne  6, 

1896).! 6,500.00 

Total 126,500.00 

Shelter  for  Lewis  range  finder : 

December  17,  1896  (act  March  2, 1895) $280,00 

WORKS  ON  NORTH  SIDE  OF  BAT. 

Chtn  and  tuortar  haiterisB. 

Emplacements  3,  4,  and  5 : 

November  9, 1892  (act  July  23, 1892) $72,000.00 

March  8, 1896  (act  Anguflt  1, 1894) 20,000.00 

March  28,  1895— 

Act  Angnst  1, 1894 $7,400.00 

Act  March  2, 1895 9,361.29 

16,761.29 

108, 761. 29 
Jnne  2, 1894,  withdrawn  (act  July  23, 1892) 2,800.00 

Balance 105,961.29 

Gnn  platforms,  emplacements  3,  4,  and  5 : 

December  14, 1895  (act  March  2, 1895) $8,400.00 

June  18, 1896,  withdrawn 3,900.00 

Balance 4,500.00 

12-inch  battery : 

May  6, 1898  (act  March  3, 1897) $2,000.00 

Money  statements. 

WORKS  ON  SOUTH  SIDE  OF  BAT. 

Gun  and  mortar  batteries. 

Emplacements,  etc. : 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $57.47 

June  30, 189^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 57.47 

Gun  platforms,  etc.  (10-inch  guns,  emplacements  11, 12, 13) : 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $611.72 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 611.72 

Mortar  Battery  No.  1 : 

July  1, 1897, balance  unexpended $99.36  ^ 

November  10,  1897,  transferred  from  emplacements,  etc.  (act  June  6, 
1896) 2,500.00 

2,599.36 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2, 142. 31 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 457.05 


t 
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Emplacements,  etc. : 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $57,181.24 

Jnly  21, 1897,  transferred  to  water  supply $700. 00 

November  10, 1897,  transferred  to  Mortar  Battery  No.  1 . . .  2, 500. 00 
December  18, 1897,  transferred  to  Mortar  Battery  No.  2...  1  ^^  f^^wv  g^ 
February  9, 1898,  transferred  to  Mortar  Battery  No.  2  . . . .  /  ^®'  **^- "" 

21,700.00 

35, 481. 24 
Jane  90, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 80, 957.35 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 4,523.89 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabUities 751.94 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 3,771.95 

Emplacements  9  and  10: 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $56,251.65 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year ....'. 54, 371. 12 

July  1, 1898, balance  unexpended 1,880.53 

July  1, 1898, outstanding  liabUities 249.28 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,631.25 

Mortar  Battery  No.  2: 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $108,000.00 

December  18, 1897,  transferred  from  emplacements,  etc. ..  $12, 000. 00 
February  9, 1898,  transferred  from  emplacements,  etc 6, 500. 00 

18,500.00 

126, 500. 00 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 126,346.22 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 153.78 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  Uabilities 2.00 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available 151.78 

Water  supply  for  defensive  works : 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $274.93 

July  21,  1897,  transferred  from  emplacements,  etc 700. 00 


974.93 

June  30, 1898,  amount  exi>ended  during  fiscal  year 953. 25 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 21.68 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 20.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1.68 

Shelter  for  Lewis  range  finder: 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $5.35 

June  30, 1896,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 6.35 

WORKS  ON  NORTS  8IDB  OF  BAT. 

Chm  and  mortar  haUmiea. 

Emplacements  8,  4,  and  5: 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $3,620.56 

June  30, 1898^  amount  eifpended  during  fiscal  year 3,620.56 

Gun  platforms,  emplacements  3,  4,  and  5: 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $555.87 

June  30, 18SN3,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 447. 28 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 108.59 
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Twelve-inch  battery : 

May  6,  1898,  allotment , $2,000.00 

Jane  30,  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 464. 50 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,535.50 

Jnly  1,1898,  oatetanding  liabilities $557.59 

July  1, 1^,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts..  52.00 

•~— ^— — ^—  v09. 59 

July  1, 1898,  balance  ayailable 925.91 

VATIONAL  DBFBNSK,  ACT  OF  MARCH  9,  1898. 

Two  8-inch  gun  emplacemenU, 

March  18, 1898,  amount  allotted $60,000 

May  23, 1898,  amount  allotted 5,000 

$55,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  transferred  to  island  in  bay 1,500.00 

63^500.00 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  to  end  of  fiscal  year 41,959.24 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 11, 540. 76 

July  1, 1898, outstanding  UabUities 6,995.39 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 4^545.37 

One  8-inoh  gun  empUicement  an  island  in  hay, 

March  18, 1898,  amount  allotted $25,000.00 

May  23, 1898,  amount  allotted 6,000.00 

$31,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  transferred  from  8-lnch  gun  emplacements 1, 500, 00 

82,500.00 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  to  end  of  fiscal  year 90, 173. 44 

July  1, 1898, balance  unexpended 2,326.56 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 2,326.56 

Preservation  and  r^air  of  fortifications, — ^XJnder  this  appropriation 
the  roatine  work  of  care  of  engineer  quarters  and  public  property  was 
carried  on  at  works  on  both  sides  of  the  bay,  mainly  by  fort  keepers. 

At  one  work  on  the  south  side  of  the  bay  four  platforms  for  8-inch 
converted  rifles  were  completed  and  armed,  and  under  authority  from 
the  Department  the  construction  of  ten  others  was  commenced.  These 
are  mainly  intended  to  cover  the  mine  fields.  Three  have  been  built  on 
the  north  side  of  the  bay,  and  three  on  an  island  in  the  bay.  Two  are 
to  be  built  at  another  work  on  the  south  side  of  the  bay,  and  two  others 
on  another  island  in  the  bay.  On  the  island  the  old  timber  magazine 
has  been  repaired,  but  that  at  the  site  of  the  two  on  the  south  side 
of  the  bay  is  past  remedy,  and  will  be  replaced  by  a  light  concrete 
structure. 

Money  statements.   . 

PBBSEBVATION  AXD  REPAIR  OF  FORTISTCATIOlVa. 

Work$  on  90uih  side  of  hay. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexx»ended $1,909.50 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,368.98 

July  1, 1898|  balance  unexpended 540.52 
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Fort  Mason, 

July  1, 1897, balance  unexpended $24.59 

June  30, 1898, amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 21.75 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2.84 

Work$  on  north  Hde  of  hay, 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $766.42 

June  24, 1897,  aUotled 1,380.00 

2, 146. 42 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,627.08 

July  1, 1898, balance  unexpended 519.34 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 48.00 

July  1,1898, balance  available.. 471.34 

Platforms  for  four  8-inch  rifles,  south  side  of  bay, 

July  1, 1897, balance  unexpended $635.39 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 176.40 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 458.99 

Ten  plaiforms  for  8-in6h  rifles,  San  Francisoo  Harbor,  Calif omia, 

April  8, 1898,  allotted $3,700.00 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 738.75 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended *. 2,961.25 

Julyl,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 711.25 

July  1,  1898,  balance  available 2,250.00 

bsports  of  addinonal  bbcond  usut.  louis  o.  wolf,  corps  of  enginebiui. 

gun  and  mortab  batterues. 

United  States  Engineeb  Office, 

San  Francisco,  Cal,  June  SO,  1898, 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  on  the 
defenses  of  San  Francisco  Harbor  under  your  charge  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1898.  The  work  done  was  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  Lieut.  C.  L. 
Potter  until  December  1, 1897,  since  wliich  time  it  has  been  under  mine. 

PBSSEBVATION  AND  BEPAIB  OF  FORTIFICATIONS. 

Worhs  on  south  side  of  bay, — No  work  was  done  during  the  year. 

Fori  Mason.— "So  work  was  done  during  the  year  except  to  build  a  fence  on  east 
side  of  reservation. 

A  fort  keeper  has  been  employed  during  the  year  in  charge  of  property  and  of 
minor  repairs  to  the  work,  assisted  as  required  by  hired  labor.  The  total  amount  of 
expenditures  under  this  appropriation  was  $918.75,  as  follows : 

Pi^  of  fort  keeper,  12  months,  at  $65  per  month $780.00 

Weeding  of  slopes 2^.00 

Policing  of  batteries 82.00 

Repair  of  buildines,  fence,  and  waterworks 12.00 

For  fence  at  Fort  Mason 21.75 

Total 918.76 

Platforms  for  four  8-inch  rifles,  south  side  of  bay, — The  work  remaining  unfinished  at 
the  end  of  last  fiscal  vear  was  completed,  ^  being  expended. 

Platforme/or  8'inch  converted  rifles,  on  island  in  bay, — Three  platforms  for  8-inch 
converted  nfies  were  built^  and  the  old  timber  magazine  repaired,  involving  the 
ezpenditoxe  of  $938. 
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GUN  AND  MORTAB  BATTSBIX8. 

ShelUrfor  Lewis  range  finder. — A  goBsamer-cloth  cover  for  range  findeir  was  pn^ 
vided,  at  a  cost  of  $5.35,  exhausting  the  appropriation. 

Water  supply  fitr  defensive  works. — A  concrete  pavement  was  placed  around  the 
piers  which  support  the  tank  at  the  dynamite  battery,  the  tank  was  painted  and 
roofed  over^  and  necessary  pipe  connections  made,  all  at  an  expense  of  $155.72. 

The  installation,  bj  contract,  of  an  electrical  indicator  in  the  (quartermaster's 
pumping  station  to  indicate  depth  of  water  in  reservoirs  at  Rob  Hill  involved  an 
expenditure  of  $356,  making  a  total  expenditure  on  water  supply  of  $511.72. 

Mortar  battery  No.  1. — ^The  firing  room  which  had  been  built  in  the  battery  not 
being  sufficiently  large  to  provide  room  for  charts,  relocator,  etc.,  an  addition  was 
built  to  it  for  commanding  officer's,  guard,  telephone,  and  chart  rooms,  the  firing 
room  being  now  used  as  a  relocator  room.  Excavation  was  commenced  on  this  addi- 
tion November  22,  and  the  main  work  comjsleted  by  the  end  of  January.  A  consid- 
erable portion  of  rock  was  encountered  in  excavating.  The  concrete  retaining 
walls  forming  entrance  to  firing  room  had  to  be  removed,  and  light  blascing  was 
resorted  to  with  good  effect.  The  effect  of  the  shot  was  not  at  all  extended  to  the 
main  walls  of  the  building.  Speaking  tubes  had  not  been  provided  between  the 
mortar  pits  and  magazines,  nor  between  commanding  officer's  room  and  mortar  pits; 
these  were  put  in  at  a  cost  of  $332.85.    Certain  minor  expenditures  also  were  made. 

Statement  of  expenditures. 

Relocator  room,  etc. : 

Excavation,  460  cubic  yards,  at  70  cents $322.00 

Backfill  and  repair  of  slopes,  210  cubic  yards,  at  36.7  cents 75. 00 

Forms 236.26 

Concrete  work,  177  cubic  yards,  at  $4.62 817.01 

Floor,  top  finish 65.72 

I-beams,  4,180  pounds,  at  2^  cents 94.06 

Plastering  and  pointing  of  walls 129.04 

30  gallons  paraffine  paiut 33.00 

Whitewashing 82.00 

Doors 174.91 

Doors,  steps,  etc 30.00 

Total 2,058.99 

Mortar  battery  proper: 

Speaking  tubes 382.85 

Repair  and  adj  ustment  of  trolleys  and  triplex  blocks 66. 52 

Racks  for  sponge  and  rammer  staffs 21.50 

Additions  and  alterations  to  firing  boxes  and  connections 34. 66 

Tools  and  repairs  to  waterworks,  etc 23.06 

Tota 2,537.59 

Emplacements  9  and  10. — These  emplacements  are  for  10-inoh  disappearing  ^pns, 
center-pintle  carriages,  model  1896,  and  are  complete  throughout.  Two  carriages 
and  guns  are  mounted.  For  some  reason  not  yet  understood,  carriage  No.  29, 
Emplacement  No.  9,  can  be  traversed  over  only  a  portion  of  arc.  The  matter  has 
been  investigated,  but  up  to  the  present  time  no  remedy  has  been  found.  It  is  prob- 
able that  the  gun  and  carriage  must  be  raised  from  the  lower  roller  path  in  order  to 
remedy  the  defect. 

Work  was  commenced  on  these  emplacements  abont  the  10th  of  June,  1897,  and 
the  excavation  completed  by  the  end  of  the  month.  The  material  encountered  in 
the  excavation  was  loam  and  clay.  The  ground  was  loosened  by  plowing  and  the 
material  removed  by  carts  and  used  in  the  construction  of  parapets. 

The  framework  for  the  concrete  mixer  and  approaches  thereto  were  alao  pardy 
erectod  during  the  month  of  June.  On  the  6th  of  July  the  foundation  was  finished, 
the  concrete  being  made  by  hand.  By  the  28th  of  July  the  forms  for  magazines,  etc., 
had  been  completed  and  the  bridging  for  concrete  mixer  had  been  put  up.  The  mak- 
ing of  concrete  by  machine  was  commenced  on  that  day.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  lack  of  room  on  the  bridge  of  the  concrete  plant  prevented  the  material  from 
being  handled  as  expeditiously  as  it  otherwise  could  have  been,  the  daily  consump- 
tion of  cement  was  in  excess  of  that  on  the  works  at  emplacements  8,  18,  and  19, 
having  risen  from  an  average  of  95  barrels  on  these  latter  to  110  barrels.  On  ^e  28th 
of  Au^st  the  rough  concrete  work  of  the  magazines,  etc.,  was  completed.  A  total 
of  4,446  yards  of  concrete  was  used  in  the  magazine  building.  In  addition,  25i  cubic 
yards  of  rubble  rock  and  30  cubic  yards  of  old  concrete^  obtained  from  the  maga- 
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zines  and  old  breast  walls  that  occapied  the  site  of  the  emplacements,  were  embedded 
in  the  walls.  The  erection  of  forms  for  loading  platform  at  No.  9  was  commenced 
Aaffnst  30.  Both  loading  platforms  and  gun  platforms  were  completed  by  the  19th 
of  October.  A  total  of  1,057  cubic  yards  of  concrete  was  used  on  this  ^art  of  the 
work.  The  concrete  stairs  leading  to  loading  platforms  required  120  cubic  yanis  of 
conoreto.  Backfilling  over  magazine  commenced  September  1,  and  was  continued, 
when  not  interrupted  by  the  laying  of  concrete  for  loading  |^nn  platforms,  nntil  com- 
pleted. By  the  end  of  November  the  main  work  was  finished,  leaving  only  such 
work  as  the  pointing  of  interior  walls,  laying  of  floors,  and  hanging  of  doors.  Owing 
t-o  the  large  amount  of  blacksmith's  work  necessary  on  doors  ana  the  fact  that  the 
blacksmith  was  kept  very  busy  on  other  more  pressing  work,  it  was  some  time  before 
the  doors  were  finally  finished.  The  base  rings  of  the  two  carriages  were  set  in 
December,  and  a  detachment  from  the  various  garrisons  in  the  harbor  were  soon 
engaged  mounting  the  carriages.  The  guns  were  mounted  by  the  end  of  March, 
some  delay  having  occurred  in  their  shipment  to  this  place. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  expenditures  made  from  allotment  for  emplaoe- 
ment8  9and  10: 

Excavation,  4,910  cubic  yards,  at  42i  cents  (a) $2,085. 12 

Concrete  plant,  $415.02  (a),  $941.78 1,356.80 

Six  mining  cars  and  turntable 506.00 

Forms  for  magazines  and  gun  platforms 3, 957.95 

Concrete  work,  5,632  cubic  yards,  at  $5.23 29,437.60 

Taking  down  forms  and  mixer 554.58 

Plastering,  paraffinc  painting,  and  pointing  walls 885. 99 

Painting  I-beams,  whitewashing,  and  cement  washing 225. 00 

Top  finish  of  floors 750.13 

Tools,  supplies,  etc 181.13 

Gun  aprons 508.20 

Cement  testinjf 902.20 

Asphalt  covering 677.85 

Making  survey 225.00 

Backfill,  $60  (a),  and  top  dressing,  $2,iai.50 2,164.50 

Drains,  sewers,  and  grates 276.11 

Road  excavation  andmacadam 904.65 

Gutter 209.84 

Repair  of  McDowell  avenue 668.30 

Iron  ladder 6.33 

Wooden  steirs 151.43 

Doors 1,856.36 

Latrine 167.82 

Setting  base  rings 100.00 

Triplex  blocks .* 263.90 

Shot  trolleys 375.87 

Cranes 219.60 

Sneaking  tubes 61.19 

Water  system 64.51 

Shari^ning  tools 202.17 

Repair  of  carts  and  wagons 104.46 

Stobles 1,473.24 

HandraiU 131.04 

Policing 171.76 

Holidays 33.00 

Field  office 1,262.00 

Town  office 941.88 

Office  expenses  (a) 475.00 

Tools  and  materials  (smithy) 158.30 

Sundries 229.84 

I-beams  (a) 968.65 

Forage,  shoeing,  and  repairs  (a) 109.21 

RubWerook 298.00 

Total 55,702.50 

Leiw  amount  paid  last  fiscal  year 15,826.69 

39, 875. 81 
All  items  marked  (a)  were  paid  for  during  last  fiscal  year. 

Emplacement  No,  ^.— This  emplacement  is  for  one  12-inch  rifle,  disappearing  car- 
riage. 

At  the  end  of  last  fiscal  year  the  main  part  of  the  work  had  been  completed,  only 
certain  minor  work  being  yet  unfinished.    A:t  this  time  work  waa  commAnxQAO.  ^&aMr 
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where  on  a  large  scale,  and  einoe  it  was  considered  necessary  to  take  advantage  of 
the  season  to  pash  the  latter  work  to  completion,  only  a  comparatively  small  nnm- 
ber  of  men  were  engaged  on  emplacement  8.  The  remark  made  above  relative  to  the 
hanging  of  doors  also  applies  to  this  emplacement.  The  work  was  finished  then 
mainly  as  opportunity  afforded.  It  is  completed  now,  except  that  the  base  ring  has 
not  been  set,  the  carriage  having  not  yet  been  received.  The  rifle  has  been  on  hand 
since  March,  and  was  placed  immediately  behind  the  emplacement,  convenient  for 
mounting.    The  following  is  a  statement  of  expenditures  for  this  emplacement: 

Balance  of  backfill,  grading,  sodding,  etc $224.00 

Apron 235.90 

Concrete  stairs 94.45 

Pointing  andhard  finish 237.00 

Macadamizing  road  and  terreplein 169.65 

Sumps  and  gutters 37.25 

Urinal 26.00 

Ammunition  trolleys  and  cranes • 230.00 

Moving  riflle  (contract) 300.00 

Iron  ladder 30.00 

Doors  remaining  unfinished 11. 90 

Handrails 64.86 

Total 1,650.41 

Emplacemenis  Xo8,  77,  !£,  13, — ^The  excavation  for  guard  and  relocator  room  was 
commenced  October  1, 1897.  By  the  end  of  the  month  it  had  been  completed  and  the 
foundation  for  the  rooms  laid .  The  excavation  amounted  to  680  onbio  yards.  During 
the  following  month,  and  until  December  15,  the  carpenters  were  engaged,  as  other 
work  permitted,  on  the  construction  of  forms  for  the  rooms.  On  tne  latter  date, 
concreting  was  commenced  and  pushed  to  completion  as  quickly  as  possible,  271 
cubic  yards  being  put  in  place.  The  engineering  work  was  completed  by  the  end 
of  January,  except  such  minor  items  as  whitewauiing  and  hanging  of  doors.  The 
foundation  and  sewer  connections  for  latrine  were  laid  in  February,  and  by  the  end 
of  March  all  work  had  been  completed.  The  latrine  is  intended  for  use  of  officers 
and  detachments  belonging  to  emplacements  11-13.  A  lookout  above  the  reloeator 
room  was  also  built. 

Shot  trolleys  and  cranes  were  provided  for  these  emplacements,  as  also  iron  stairs 
leading  to  loading  platforms  from  the  road  in  rear.  The  macadamized  terrepleina 
were  replaced  by  concrete  pavements. 

Statement  of  ea^endituree. 

Guard  and  relocator  room: 

Excavation,  680  cubic  yards,  at  72  cents $490. 00 

Forms  (old  lumber) '    233.25 

Concrete  work 872.10 

I-beams 151.34 

Teams 149.75 

Back  filling,  500  cnbio  yards,  at  87.8  cents;  sodding  and 

top-dressing 439.25 

Plastering  and  pointing 113.00 

Top  finish,  floor 32.00 

Doors,  including  setting  of  same 198.28 

$2,678.97 

Lookout,  concrete  work 359.5S 

Latrine  and  sewer 338.86 

Total 8,372.36 

Emplacements  Nos.  11, 12, 13,  proper: 

Whitewashing  magazines $105.50 

Manhole  covers : 11.17 

Iron  stairs 642.00 

Shot  trolleys 269.38 

Shot  cranes 602.73 

Telephone  board 4.00 

Concrete  pavement  on  terreplein 1,148.18 

Wooden  stairs 331.61 

Speaking  tubes 206.41 

Miscellaneous  small  repairs 36.77 

Handrails 194.58 

Total 6,919. 
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Emplacements  Noe,  24,  16,  16, — The  excavation  for  guard  aod  relocator  room, 
emplacement  No.  14,  had  been  completed  at  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year.  The 
forms  were  pnt  up  early  in  Jnly,  concreting  being  commenced  on  the  7tli  and  finished 
on  the  l(Hh  of  Jaly.  The  concrete  laid  in  these  rooms  was  194  cable  yards;  in  the 
stairs  leading  tolookont,  22  oabic  yards.  Only  the  work  of  finishing  floors  and  hard- 
finishing  waiUs  and  hanging  doors  remained  at  the  end  of  the  montE. 

Statement  of  expenditwree. 

Guard  and  relooator  room : 

Forms $175.69 

Concreting 885.21 

Plastering  walls 39.50 

Hard-finishing  walls 51.00 

Top-finish  of  floors 30.00 

Back  fill  and  repair  of  slopes 142.00 

Setting  hinges,  etc 26.00 

Concrete  stairs,  74 74.00 

Doors 138.90 

$1,602.20 

Emplacements  Nos.  14, 15^  and  16,  proper : 

Whitewashing  magazines ^ 68.00 

Repair  of  waterworks 15.45 

Alterations  to  ammunition  lifts 88.00 

Speaking  tubes 206.40 

Miscellaneous  small  repairs 36.77 

Wooden  stairs 33.16 

Total 2,009.98 

Emplacemente  18  and  19, — ^At  the  end  of  last  fiscal  year  these  emplacements  were 
nearly  finished,  the  remaining  unfinished  work  being  concrete  pavement  of  terre- 
pleins,  fencing  battery,  hanging  doors,  installing  lifts  and  trolleys,  and  asphalting 
roof  of  magazines  ana  top  of  parapet.  All  this  work  was  done,  and  besides  a  latrine 
was  built,  the  interior  walls  were  hard-finished,  aprons  built,  and  certain  minor 
operations  carried  on.  Practically  all  work  was  completed  by  the  end  of  August. 
Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  locating  a  leak  which  occurred  in  pass- 
ageway to  No.  19.  It  is  probable  that  the  roof  of  the  passage  was  cracked  by  the 
12-inoh  rifle  of  No.  18  being  hauled  across,  and  the  leak  resulted  in  this  way.  This 
leak  has  now  been  remedi^.  It  is  the  only  one  that  has  occurred  in  the  works  at 
this  place  within  the  last  two  years.  * 

Statement  of  eog^dituree  {emplaoemente  Nos,  18  and  19), 

Latrine $138.52 

Concrete  paving  of  terreplein  and  stairs 613.47 

Macadamizing  ramp,  etc 158.25 

Setting  doors 68  00 

Fence 107.50 

Hard-finish  of  walls 358.00 

Aprons 816.27 

Road  to  dvnamite  battery 20.00 

Asphalting 1,724.91 

Ammnnition  lifts 912.50 

Ammunition  carriers 385.63 

Powder  truck 19.03 

Doors 508.15 

Miscellaneous  small  repairs 36.77 

Wooden  stairs 33.16 

Total 5,900.16 

Bapid-flring  battery, — Excavation  was  commenced  on  the  16th  of  March ;  by  the  end 
of  the  month  it  had  been  completed.  The  foundation  throughout  the  battery  has 
been  laid  and  the  concrete  work  oh  relocator  and  entrance  to  old  magazine  com- 
pleted. The  road  also  in  rear  was  cut  and  graded.  At  this  point  no  more  work 
could  be  done  because  of  the  nonarrival  of  the  cylinders  to  pivot  the  guns.  These 
must  be  set  in  the  concrete,  and  no  further  work  can  be  done  until  they  are  received. 
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Statement  of  expenditures. 

ExoaTfttion,  859  cubic  jwda,  at  68  cents $588.05 

Forms,  labor,  and  material 412.26 

722  barrels  cement,  at  $2.44 1,776.32 

Concrete  work,  labor  only,  as  far  as  done,  270  cubic  yards 546. 00 

Material : 

Rock $1,493  60 

I-beams 210.51 

Ringbolts 20.50 

Hincres  and  hasps 27.22 

1, 751. 83 

Plastering 46.00 

Top-finishing  floors 38.00 

Macadamizing  road 67.00 

Drains  and  gutters 92.64 

Water  supply 12.00 

Back  fill,  as  far  as  completed 71.50 

Stables,  labor,  and  forage 621.71 

Speaking  tubes 7.00 

Riemovafof  blacksmith  shop 119.00 

Material,  blacksmith  shop....- > 6.00 

Field  office 530.00 

Town  office 310.00 

Total 6, 995. 31 

Mortar  Battery  No,  f . — The  site  of  the  battery  had  been  cleared  and  the  work  had 
been  laid  out  at  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year.  On  July  1  preliminary  work,  such 
as  the  building  of  roads,  etc.,  was  commenced.  This  was  continued  until  July 
6,  on  which  day  excavation  was  started.  The  work  of  excavation  was  carried  on 
until  the  end  of  October.  The  main  part  of  excavation  was  in  sand,  but  near  the 
bottom  of  the  cut  a  stratum  of  clay  was  met.  This  consisted  of  a  heavy  dark  blue, 
almost  black,  material,  exceedingly  difficult  to  work :  in  fact,  it  was  found  possible 
to  work  it  only  by  cutting  it  out  with  mattocks  and  axes.  The  stratum  reached  a 
height  of  about  10  feet  above  the  foundation  at  the  right  end  of  msig^zine  No.  l,and 
from  that  height  sloped  gradually,  running  to  nothing  at  the  front  and  left  of  bat- 
tery foundation.  A  small  ainoant  of  rock,  too,  was  met  with  in  the  excavation  for 
guardroom  No.  1.  It  is  probable  that  the  actual  amount  of  material  was  far  in 
excess  of  the  estimate,  because  of  the  fact  that  the  sand  would  stand  at  only  a  very 
gradual  slope,  necessitating  the  removal  of  a  great  amount  not  originally  reckoned 
upon.  This  fact,  together  with  a  very  long  and  high  haul  of  material,  resulting 
from  the  extremely  large  quantity  of  earth  to  be  handled,  made  the  cost  of  exoara- 
tion  larger  than  estimated. 

In  September  the  excavation  had  progressed  so  far  that  the  foundations  for  the 
magazine  buildings  could  be  laid.  In  the  meantime  the  construction  of  framework 
for  magazines  and  passages  was  going  on.  The  concrete  work  on  platforms  of  pit 
No.  4  was  finished  during  September.  In  October  platforms  of  pits  1  and  2  were 
constructed,  as  was  also  guardroom  No.  4.  In  this  month  the  first  base  ring  was 
set  in  pit  No.  1.  The  concrete  put  in  up  to  this  time  was  all  hand  mixed.  By  the 
27th  the  forms  for  magazines  3  and  4  were  up,  the  concrete  mixer  and  approaches 
thereto  were  completed,  and  the  making  of  concrete  by  machine  commencea  on  that 
day.  The  plant  was  probably  more  perfectly  installed  than  it  had  ever  been  before 
on  the  works  here.  This  was  possible  without  incurring  great  expense,  mainly 
because  of  the  great  height  that  the  mound  resulting  from  excavation  reached.  The 
road  that  had  been  used  in  excavating  was  somewhat  improved,  so  that  the  material 
to  be  used  could  easily  be  hauled  over  it  to  the  mixer.  This  latter  occupied  a  posi- 
tion between  the  site  of  the  battery  and  the  mound  resulting  from  material  exca- 
vated. From  the  road  above  referred  to  it  w  as  then  necessary  to  construct  approaches 
to  the  mixer.  The  additional  height  enabled  the  use  of  a  gravity  supply  through- 
out in  furnishing  material  to  the  mixer.  The  largest  number  of  barrels  of  cement 
ever  used  before  in  one  day  of  eight  hours  was  114 ;  on  this  work  it  reached  200,  and 
the  average  number  per  day  during  all  the  time  the  mixer  was  in  continuous  opera- 
tion was  only  three  or  four  less.  The  concrete  work  on  magazines  3  and  4  was  finished 
November  6 ;  on  the  10th  the  forms  for  magazines  1  and  2  were  up  and  concreting  was 
commenced,  being  completed  on  the  19th.  The  mortar  platforms  of  pit  No.  3  and 
guardroom  No.  4  were  built  during  the  month,  handmade  concrete  being  used. 
The  retaining  walls  around  the  pits  were  built  as  quickly  as  the  forms  could  be  put 
up.    The  setting  of  base  rings  was  continued  as  they  were  received. 

On  the  26th  of  November  the  forms  for  the  administration  building  were  np  and 
by  the  end  of  the  month  nearly  all  the  concrete  was  in. 

On  the  17th  back  filling  was  commenced  over  the  guardrooms  at  the  ends  of  the 
battery  and  continued  until  oomp\Q\«d.   \\i  \.Yi^  \siv:%xL\Amfi  the  mixing  plant  was 
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taken  down  and  back  fill  over  magazines  and  adminiBtration  building  begun.  This 
was  not  completed  nntil  Febraary  12,  1898.  The  fact  that  the  amount  of  money 
expended  on  back  fill,  notwithstanding  its  being  done  in  the  most  approved  method, 
exceeded  the  estimate,  confirms  the  statement  that  the  exoayation  was  far  in  excess 
of  the  estimated  amount.  The  12th  of  February  then  marks  the  date  of  the  prac- 
tical completion  of  Mortar  Battery  No.  2.  All  work  that  remained  after  that  date 
was  that  of  finishing  up,  and  this  was  done  as  expeditiously  as  the  conditions  per- 
mitted. The  sewerage  system  of  the  battery  is  complete  in  eve^  respect.  Two 
large  latrines  for  the  enlisted  men  and  one  for  the  ofiBcers  are  provided.  The  total 
amount  of  concrete  put  in  by  machine  was  9,543  cubic  yards.  The  last  base  ring 
was  set  in  March.  The  carriages,  except  the  first,  were  mounted  b^  the  artillery, 
except  such  assistance  as  the  Engineer  Department  rendered  in  hauling  the  parts  to 
the  mortar  pits.    No  mortars  have  yet  been  received. 

Statement  of  expefidituree. 

Excavation,  43,500  yards,  at  51  cents $22,411.91 

Backfill,  45,850  cubic  yards,  at  23  cents 10,545.13 

Sodding  and  top-dressing 3,255.95 

Forms,  labor,  $3,846.21;  material,  $2,891.87 6,738.08 

Concrete  work,  9,920  cubic  yards,  at$4.28 42,457.39 

I-beams,  bolts,  andeyebolts 5,232.39 

Ventilators,  flue  lining 294.81 

Drains,  sumps  and  grates * 1,807.48 

Plastering,  pointing,  and  whitewashing  walls 2, 751. 00 

Paraffine  painting  walls 854. 31 

Top  finish  of  sidewalks  and  terreplein 874.75 

Top  finish  of  floors 1,120.52 

Hard  finish  of  administration  building 103.00 

Taking  down  forms : 988.25 

Taking  down  concrete  plant 281.00 

Roads,  labor,  macadam,  eto 5,140.87 

Setting  base  rings 603.50 

Trolleys 2,246.56 

Speaking  tubes 237.18 

Latrines 779.44 

Doors 2,201.19 

Buildings,  smithy,  eto 231.04 

Wooden  stairs 89.12 

Water  supply 357.68 

Repair  of  carts  and  wagons 596.74 

Shoeing  horses 978.31 

Stables,  forage,  supplies,  and  labor 4,564.21 

Cement  testing 229.00 

Policing 411.50 

Survey  and  mapping  of  fortifications 1,138.00 

Holidays 2,063.00 

Field  office 1,956.00 

Town  office 1,665,06 

Materials,  tools,  etc 336.35 

Sundries 285.01 

Moving  and  mounting  carriages 192.00 

Firing  boxes 113.13 

Handrails 64.86 

Total 126,195.72 

General  charges : 

Stables 1,446.57 

Repairs  to  fences 225.75 

Repair  to  McDowell  avenue 301.00 

Surveys,  mapping  of  fortifcations 386.17 

Cement  testing 78.00 

Field  office 480.00 

Town  office 658.10 

Miscellaneous 381.38 

Total 3, 956. 97 

•  •••••• 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Louis  C.  Wolf, 
Additional  Second  Lieutenant,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U,  8,  A. 
Col.  Cha8.  R.  Sutbb, 

Corpe  of  Enffineers,  U,  8,  A, 
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national  dbfbnbb. 

United  States  Enginbbr  Offick, 

San  Franeisoo,  CaU,  June  SO,  189S. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  sahmit  the  following  report  on  the  oonstmction  of 
one  8-inch  emplacement  on  an  island  in  San  Francisco  Bay,  nnder  the  appropriation 
for  «  National  Defense/'  act  of  March  9, 1898 : 

Work  was  commenced  on  April  1, 1898.  For  a  considerable  period  all  work  was 
preparatory  for  the  main  work  on  the  battery.  It  involved  the  onilding  of  stablas, 
qnarters,  cook  honse,  blacksmith  shop,  and  office,  the  repair  of  wharf  and  road,  and 
the  cleaning  of  the  qnarry.  By  the  23d  it  had  so  far  progressed  that  the  main  work 
coald  be  commenced.  On  that  day  a  considerable  force  commenced  on  the  excava- 
tion ;  it  was  completed  on  May  13.  In  the  excavation  for  the  magazine  bailding  no 
difflcnlty  at  all  was  experienced.  Bock  was  encountered  near  the  front  end  of  the 
magazine,  bnt  since  it  was  solid  it  was  allowed  to  form  part  of  the  wall  of  the  mag- 
azine. The  position  of  the  gon  platform  was  marked  by  a  rough  ontcropping  of 
rock,  and  here,  owing  to  the  difflcnlty  of  working  the  rock,  which  resnlted  partly 
from  its  hardness  and  partly  from  the  fact  that  it  consisted  of  a  ffreat  number  of 
bowlders  sarronnded  by  a  softer  material  upon  which  a  blast  woola  have  bnt  little 
effect,  the  excavation  proceeded  only  slowly  and  nnder  heavy  expense.  On  the  6th 
of  May  the  foundation  for  magazine  was  put  in;  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  the 
main  concrete  work  commenced  and  was  cuntinned  nntil  the  evening  of  the  20th, 
when,  owing  to  lack  of  fnnds,  work  ceased.  The  concreting  had  reached  2  or  3  feet 
above  the  ceiling  of  the  rooms.  On  the  27th  work  was  resumed,  an  additional  allot- 
ment having  been  made,  and  it  was  carried  on  until  June  20,  at  which  time  t<he 
emplacement  was  completed.  The  cost  of  this  emplacement  was  much  increased  by 
the  cpeat  amount  of  preparatory  work  necessary,  the  long  and  heavy  roads  over 
which  all  material  haa  to  be  brought,  and  the  high  prices  of  cement,  lumber,  and 
forage  at  the  time.  The  work  was  pushed  to  completion  as  rapidly  as  possible 
considering  the  circumstances. 

Statement  of  expenditureB, 

Quarters,  buildings,  etc (3,417.73 

Repair  of  wharf 158.00 

Bepair  of  roads 142.00 

Quarry  plant  and  cleaning  quarry 1,587.21 

Excavation 2,^2.75 

Forms,  labor  and  material 1,491.45 

Quarrying  rock,  $2,694.20;  concrete  work,  material  and  labor,  $9,371.17 

(2,300  cable  yards  of  concrete  at  $5.25) 12,065.37 

Steel  bolts  and  I-beams 412.48 

Plastering  and  pointing 82.00 

Top  finish,  floors  and  sidewalks 335.00 

Backfill 1,520.85 

Water  supply  for  camp 376.54 

Water  supply  for  battery 444.75 

Moving  machinery,  pumping^  water,  etc 145.00 

Hauling  and  shipping  material  to  site 498.93 

Stables 3,110.45 

Speaking  tubes 68.55 

Doors 443.09 

Drains  and  sewers 96.95 

Survey 180.92 

Town  office 224.01 

Field  office 545.00 

Steamer  Yosemite  -.. 161.50 

Holidays 287.26 

Tools,  materials,  etc.,  for  bnildings 856.76 

Material  and  tools  in  quarry  plant 8^.19 

Material  and  tools  for  emplacement 225.95 

Smithy ;..  357.70 

Supplies  and  implements  for  stables 70.96 

Watchman 119.00 

Sundries 181.66 

Trolleys 125.00 

Total 82.500.00 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Louis  C.  Wolf, 

Additional  Second  Lieutenant,  Corps  of  JSngineere,  U.  8.  A. 
Col.  Charles  R.  Suter, 

Corps  ofEnginterSf  U.  8.  A. 
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TOBPSDO  DEFENSE  OF  SAN  FBANGISCO. 

Tiyrpedo  casemates. — An  estimate  of  the  cost  of  repairs  to  the  torpedo 
casemate  on  an  island  in  the  bay  was  submitted  November  27, 1895, 
amonnting  to  $1,100,  and  but  $900  was  allowed  by  Department  letter  of 
July  8, 1896.  This  estimate  was  based  on  the  condition  of  affairs  at  the 
time  of  the  estimate,  and  on  July  2, 1896,  an  inspection  showed  great 
change.  The  shore  had  been  very  mach  eroded,  and  it  will  now  cost  a 
far  greater  sam  than  the  original  estimate.  It  is  proposed  to  wait  for 
the  present  to  see  if  this  erosion  continaes,  or  is  the  result  of  a  south- 
east storm  of  very  unusual  intensity,  in  which  latter  case  the  shore 
may  build  up  again. 

Money  statement. 

July  ly  1897,  balance  anexpended $900.00 

JoneSO,  ISS^i  balance  nnexpended  and  available 900.00 

A  project  was  submitted  May  11, 1897,  for  the  construction  of  another 
torpedo  casemate  and  gallery,  to  be  located  on  the  same  island,  and  by 
Department  indorsement  of  May  21, 1897,  the  sum  of  $8,000  was  allotted 
for  the  work.  In  July,  1897,  excavation  for  the  casemate  was  com- 
menced, and  completed  in  August.  The  concrete  work  was  then  com- 
menced, and  completed  in  October,  the  casemate  being  finally  finished 
and  ready  for  occupancy  in  November,  1897.  The  work  was  done  by 
hired  labor. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $8,000.00 

Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 7,806.48 

Jane  80, 1898,  balance  nnexpended  and  available 193.52 

TOBPEDO  STATION  AT  YEBBA  BUBNA  ISLAND. 

Preservation  (mdrepair  of  fortifications. — ^During  the  year  the  keeper 
was  employed  in  attending  to  the  care  and  preservation  of  the  torpedo 
materia]  and  other  engineer  property  stored  in  the  shed,  in  attending 
to  the  water  supply,  in  the  general  policing  of  the  station,  and  in  ren- 
dering general  assistance  in  the  torpedo  defense  of  the  harbor,  as  well 
as  at  all  times  when  work  was  going  on  at  the  station. 

Money  statement. 

Jnly  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $1,329,01 

June  30, 1898,  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 721.12 

Jnne  30, 1898,  balance  nnexpended  and  available 607.89 

Cable  tanks. — ^At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  this  work  was  only 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  overhead  traveler  from  the  East.  This  was 
received  early  in  the  fiscal  year,  installed  and  tested,  and  the  work 
finally  completed  in  August,  1897.  The  cable  tanks  are  now  ready  for 
the  storage  of  torpedo  cable. 

Money  statement 

June  30, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $2,310.57 

Jane  80, 1898,  expended  daring  fiscal  year 2,310.57 

Torpedo  shed. — During  the  fiscal  year  an  overhead  traveler,  fitted 
with  a  Yale- Weston  triplex  block,  for  handling  torpedo  anchors,  was 
installed,  and  the  doors,  which  had  never  worked  properly,  were  taken 
down  and  remodeled.  With  the  exception  of  some  racks,  still  to  be 
built,  the  shed  is  completed. 
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Money  statement. 

JnneSO,  1897,  balance  nnexpended $1,210.29 

Jnne  30,  1898,  expended  during  fiscal  year 513.01 

JnneSO,  1898,  balance  unexpended 697.28 

Construction  of  a  wharf  a  heeper^s  dwelling^  and  for  a  water  supply. — 
Nothing  was  done  on  this  work  during  the  fiscal  year. 

Money  statement. 

June  SO,  1897,  balance  nnexpended  and  available $4, 616. 68 

June  30,  1898,  balance  unexpended  and  available 4, 616.68 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE. 

An  allotment  of  $2,000  was  made  for  this  work  on  March  18, 1898, 
from  the  appropriation  for  <<  National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898; 
a  farther  allotment  of  $15,000  on  April  4,  1898,  and  on  April  24, 
1898,  an  additional  $30,000  was  allotted  from  the  same  appropriation, 
making  a  total  available  of  $47,000. 

As  soon  as  instructions  were  received,  in  March,  1898,  to  commence 
on  the  torpedo  defense  of  San  Francisco  Bay,  arrangements  were  made 
to  purchase  such  dynamite  as  might  be  required,  at  15.8  cents  per 
pound;  and  as  there  was  no  cable  whatever  at  the  torpedo  station  here 
for  the  work,  all  the  submarine  cable  in  the  city  was  secured,  and  such 
insulated  wire  as  could  be  obtained  was  purchased  for  the  purpose  of 
having  it  made  into  cable.  Switch  boxes  for  triple-junction  boxes 
were  loaded  with  cut-ofifs,  and  every  preparjEition  made  that  the  avail- 
able material  permitted. 

As  the  casemates  which  it  was  proposed  to  use  in  the  emergency 
line  of  mines  to  be  laid  were  not  large  enough  for  the  engines,  rotary 
transformers,  and  storage  batteries,  a  shed,  covered  with  corragated 
iron,  was  erected  alongside  each  casemate,  and  a  trough  was  built,  in 
which  about  70  covered  wires,  each  about  1,500  feet  long,  were  laid  to 
a  small  shed  on  the  edge  of  the  water,  in  which  the  submarine  cables 
were  gathered.    By  this  method  much  submarine  cable  was  saved. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  18^  miles  of  multiple  cable  and  32  miles 
of  single  cable  were  received  from  the  Engineer  Depot,  about  1^  miles  of 
single  and  2^  miles  of  multiple  cable  purchased  and  armored  here,  and 
sufficient  covered  wire  to  make  the  connections  between  the  casemate 
and  the  shed  on  the  edge  of  the  water  was  also  purchased  here.  Thirty 
thousand  pounds  of  dynamite  were  also  purchased.  Circuit  closers, 
regulators,  telephone  apparatus,  rotary  transformers,  switch  boards, 
disconnectors,  and  multiple-cable  boxes  have  also  been  received  frt)in 
the  Engineer  Depot. 

The  first  mine  was  planted  on  June  11, 1898,  and  up  to  the  end  of  the 
fiscal  year  42  mines  had  been  placed  in  position,  grand-junction  boxes 
had  been  located,  and  cable  laid  for  two  more  grand  groups. 

The  force  at  work  consists  of  1  commissioned  officer,  6  enlisted  men, 
and  about  20  civilians,  comprising  boatmen,  riggers,  and  laborers.  We 
have  a  fine  tugboat,  derrick,  scow,  scow-schooner,  and  different  kinds  of 
boats  for  the  service;  but,  although  work  is  commenced  at  daybreak 
every  morning  in  order  to  avoid  the  violent  trade  winds  which  blow 
strongly  every  day  after  about  11  or  12  o'clock,  the  continued  rough 
seas  and  strong  and  uneven  currents  have  rendered  the  progress  very 
slow  and  less  satisfactory  than  was  hoped  for. 

Lieut.  Francis  B.  Shunk,  Corps  of  Engineers,  has  been  and  still  is  in 
local  charge  of  the  work.  Lieut.  M.  L.  Walker,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
was  also  engaged  on  the  work  until  May  24, 1898,  when  he  was  relieved 
by  telegraphic  orders. 
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Money  statement. 

March  18, 1898,  amount  allotted $2,000.00 

April  4, 1898,  amount  allotted 15,000.00 

April  24^  1898,  amount  allotted 30,000.00 

47, 000. 00 

June  80, 1898,  amonnt  expended  to  end  of  fiscal  year 29,660.72 

J  ane  80, 1898,  balance  unexpended  at  end  of  fiscal  year 17, 339. 28 

June  30, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities  at  end  of  fiscal  year 500. 00 

June  30, 1898,  balance  available  at  end  of  fiscal  year 16,839.28 


4  V. 
DEFENSES  OP  MOUTH  OF  COLUMBIA  RIVER,  OREGON  AND  WASHINGTON. 

Officer  in  charge,  Msy.  Walter  L.  Fisk,  Corps  of  Eogineers ;  assistants, 
Maj.  Clement  A.  F.  Flagler,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  Captain,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, to  December  11, 1897,  and  Lieut.  William  D.  Connor,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  from  September  30, 1897,  to  April  11, 1898;  Division  Engi- 
neer, Col.  Charles  K.  Suter,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

On  June  30, 1897,  the  work  then  under  construction  was  the  10-inch- 
gun  battery,  electric-light  station,  and  a  miniog  casemate  at  one  site,  and 
the  8-inch  gun  battery,  and  a  mining  casemate  at  another  location. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  fiscal  year  the  condition  of  the  works 
was  as  follows: 

Four  emplacements  for  Winch  rifles^  disappearing  carriages. — ^These 
emplacements  were  practically  completed,  with  the  disappearing  car- 
riages, L.  F.,  model  1894,  mounted  in  emplacements  Nos.  2, 3,  and  4, 
the  guns  received  and  on  their  way  to  the  battery  to  be  mounted.  The 
battery  fill  was  very  nearly  finished  and  the  parados  fill  had  been  car- 
ried to  elevation  40  feet,  its  completed  height  being  at  reference  54.8 
feet.  For  the  electric-light  station,  built  in  the  parados,  the  concrete 
work  was  done,  except  the  floors  of  the  rooms. 

Mining  casemate  (first  site). — The  concreting  had  been  finished, 
including  the  covered  gallery. 

Two  emplacements  for  8  inch  rifles^  disappearing  carriages. — The  neces- 
sary quarters,  shops,  and  other  buildings,  railroad  tracks  and  tres- 
tles, etc.,  had  been  erected,  and  the  receiving  wharf  completed.  The 
concrete  plant  was  practically  finished,  with  the  concrete  materials  on 
the  ground.  The  excavation  of  the  site  for  the  emplacements  had  been 
made. 

Mining  casemate  (second  site). — Plans  and  estimates  for  its  construc- 
tion had  been  approved,  but  no  work  had  been  done  upon  it. 

OPERATIONS  DURING  THE  FISOAL  TEAR. 

Ten-inch  gun  battery^  four  emplacements. — The  three  10-inch  guns 
were  mounted  in  emplacements  2, 3,  and  4,  in  July.  The  disappearing 
carriage  (L.  F.,  model  1896)  for  emplacement  No.  1  was  received  early 
in  February  and  then  mounted,  and  the  gun  for  it  unloaded  from  barge 
March  3  and  mounted  on  March  20.  The  guns  and  carriages  in 
emplacements  2,  3,  and  4  were  painted  and  the  traverse  rings  oriented 
and  marked.  Bear  stairways  were  built  for  the  emplacements  and 
hand  rails  put  around  the  loading  platforms. 


798    EEPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  OP  ENGINEERS,  U.  B.  ARMY. 

The  parapet,  parados,  and  rear  fills  were  completed  and  sodded. 
The  total  amount  of  sand  deposited  tor  these  fills  was  107,530  cnbio 
yards,  car  measurement.  A  concrete  parapet  apron  was  pat  in  for 
each  gun.  The  total  amount  of  concrete  placed  for  the  four  emplace- 
ments was  13y208  cubic  yards;  1,105  cubic  yards  of  this  was  large  rock 
in  pieces. 

A  124nch  sewer-pipe  line,  1,020  feet  long,  with  manhole  and  silt 
basin,  was  laid  from  the  battery  to  the  Swash  Lake,  surfiBkce  drains 
and  road  gutter  put  in,  all  water  connections  made,  and  the  ground  in 
rear  of  the  emplacements  surfaced  and  covered  with  cinders. 

This  battery,  as  well  as  other  work  under  construction  and  projected, 
is  to  be  electrically  lighted,  and  all  wire  connections  and  lamps  for 
these  emplacements  are  up  and  in  working  order.  A  storage  battery 
of  52  cells  is  also  provided  for  and  installed,  ready  for  charging. 

These  four  emplacements  are  now  entirely  completed,  excepting  the 
steel  cover  for  the  observation  station,  with  ammunition  carriers, 
cranes,  etc.,  and  were  turned  over  to  the  commanding  officer.  Fort 
Oanby,  March  16,  when  an  officer  of  the  artillery,  with  a  small  detach- 
ment, took  charge  of  the  battery. 

The  electric-light  station  was  completed,  683  cubic  yards  of  concrete 
having  been  used  in  its  construction.  It  has  a  central  boiler  room  16 
feet  by  28  feet,  and  two  engine  and  dynamo  rooms,  each  11  feet  by  28 
feet.  Provision  has  been  made  to  light  the  emplacements  and  to  run 
the  crane  motors  of  all  defense  works  and  two  search  lights  at  this  place 
from  this  one  main  station.  The  plant  installed  for  this  purpose  con- 
sists of  one  Westinghouse  56^  kilowatts,  125- volt  multipolar  compound 
wound  dynamo,  with  switchboard  and  fittings,  and  an  ^^  Ideal"  65-horse 
power  engine,  for  which  steam  is  furnished  from  an  80-horseiK>wer  loco- 
motive boiler.  This  plant  was  given  a  very  satisfactory  24-honr  coiu 
tinuous  test  under  full  load  before  acceptance.  All  wire  connections 
have  been  made  with  the  10-inch  battery  and  the  mortar  battery,  and 
the  dynamo  and  switch  board  are  arranged  to  be  operated  in  connection 
with  the  storage  batteries. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  preparations  were  being  made  for  the  con- 
struction of  two  additional  emplacements  for  10-inch  guns,  disappear- 
ing carriages,  A.  B.  F.,  model  1896,  plans  and  estimates  for  which  were 
called  for  in  letter  from  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  June  4,  1898. 

Mining  casemate  (first  site). — This  was  completed,  including  750  feet 
of  gallery.  Seven  hundred  and  eighteen  cubic  yards  of  concrete  and 
12,263  cubic  yai*ds  of  sand,  car  measurement,  for  protection  were  used 
for  its  construction.  In  the  casemate  all  shelves,  tables,  well  covers, 
etc.,  were  put  in. 

Surface  drains  were  laid  around  the  casemate  fill,  emptying  into  the 
moat  of  the  old  fort. 

Umplacements  for  eight  12  inch  mortars. — Work  on  this  battery  was 
commenced  in  August,  clearing  and  grubbing  the  site.  A  surface  rail- 
road track,  1,950  feet  long,  had  to  be  laid  to  connect  with  the  existing 
system  of  tracks,  and  for  the  concreting  and  the  dumping  of  sand  for 
the  parapet  fill  a  switch-back  trestle,  2,000  feet  long  and  rising  32  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  ground,  was  constructed,  connecting  with  the  old 
parados  tracks,  and  then  to  the  steam  shovel  pit.  To  obtain  sand  for 
the  mortar  battery  fill,  the  tracks  in  the  sand  pit  were  extended  1,200 
feet. 

Concreting  was  commenced  on  October  8,  and,  excepting  the  mortar 
and  loading  platforms  and  floors,  completed  January  20,  during  which 
time  5,957  cubic  yards  of  concrete  was  placed  3  216  cubic  yards  have 
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siTice  been  laid  for  floors  in  pit  No.  1,  and  with  the  remaining  110  cabic 
yards  to  be  placed  in  pit  No.  2  the  total  number  of  yards  of  concrete 
for  this  battery  will  be  6,283. 

The  dnmping  of  sand  for  the  parapet  fill  began  January  21  and  ended 
in  April,  39,740  cubic  yards  of  sand,  car  measurement,  having  been 
deposited.    The  fill  was  sodded. 

A  12-inch  sewer-pipe  line,  1,280  feet  long,  was  laid  from  the  mortar 
battery  to  the  Swash  Lake,  having  on  its  line  the  necessary  manholes 
and  silt  basins. 

The  10-inch  battery  and  the  mortar  battery  sewers  empty  into  the 
Swash  Lake,  which  itself  is  the  receptacle  for  the  drainage  water  from 
the  low  lands  on  and  about  the  reservation.  During  the  rainy  season 
this  Swash  Lake  at  times  rose  to  elevation  nearly  12  feet,  the  level  of 
the  floors  of  the  10-inch  battery.  To  guard  against  inundation  and  to 
effectually  control  the  surface  of  the  lake  at  a  desired  level,  a  wooden 
box  drain,  3  feet  by  10  feet  in  cross  section,  was  constructed  during  Sep- 
tember and  Octooer,  and  during  the  wet  and  stormy  season  was  found 
to  work  satisfactorily. 

The  foundation  of  the  mortar  battery  was  tile  drained  and  surface 
drains  put  down  in  the  rear  of  the  battery,  together  with  all  water 
connections  from  a  2-inch  main  connecting  with  the  post  water  supply. 

The  first  mortar  carriage,  No.  119,  model  1896,  was  received  March  13. 
Six  additional  carriages,  also  of  model  1896,  have  arrived  since  this 
date^  the  last  June  13,  and  all  of  them  have  been  mounted.  Pit  No.  1 
has  its  four  carriages  in  place  and  is  completed,  the  mortar  and  loading 
platforms  concrete,  and  granolithic  top  finish.  The  concreting  of  pit 
No.  2  can  not  advantageously  be  done  until  the  last  carriage  has  been 
received  and  mounted.  No  mortars  have  yet  been  received.  The  wir- 
ing for  the  electric  lighting  of  the  battery  has  been  done  and  the  stor- 
age battery  of  52  cells,  with  switch  board,  installed^eady  for  charging. 

The  mortar  battery  is  essentially  completed.  The  principsd  work 
remaining  to  be  done  is  the  mounting  of  the  last  carriage,  and  the  con- 
creting and  finishing  of  the  mortar  and  loading  platforms  in  pit  No.  2, 
removal  of  railroad  trestle  in  rear  of  battery,  and  the  cleaning  up 
about  and  the  finishing  of  the  grounds. 

Cable  tonA;.— On  AprU  4, 1898,  the  sum  of  $2,000  was  allotted  from 
t]ie  appropriation  for  ^< Torpedoes  for  Harbor  Defense"  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  cable  tank  and  railroad  for  the  wet  storage  of  submarine 
cables.  The  work  of  oonstruction  began  in  April  and  was  completed 
in  May. 

To  connect  this  cable  tank  with  the  existing  system  of  tracks  a  sur- 
fece  track  900  feet  long  had  to  be  constructed.  This  track  will  also  be 
used  for  a  second  tank,  and  a  torpedo  storehouse  remaining  to  be  built. 
A  house  was  built  over  this  tank,  which  is  also  provided  with  an  over- 
head traveler,  having  a  span  of  18  feet-O  inches  and  a  capacity  of  4 
tons,  for  convenience  in  handling  the  reels. 

Preparations  are  being  made  for  the  construction  of  a  second  cable 
tank,  authorized  by  telegram  from  the  Ghief  of  Engineers,  dated  June 
29,1898. 

Dj  the  direction  of  the  Ghief  of  Engineers,  two  10-inch  S.  B.  guns, 
Nos.  18  and  19,  in  the  left  face  of  the  old  fort,  were  dismounted  in 
November  for  the  building  of  a  15-inch  front-pintle  platform  on  the  site 
occupied  by  them.  The  new  platform  was  built  in  December,  and  upon 
the  arrival  of  the  new  carriage  from  San  Francisco,  May  11,  it  was 
mounted,  and  the  15-inch  S.  B.  gun  moved  from  the  old  center-pintle 
platform  and  mounted  in  the  new  carriage. 
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The  coDstractiou  of  the  platform  for  15 -inch  smooth-bores  was  pro- 
vided for  by  allotment  of  June  14, 1897,  from  appropriation  for  "Pres- 
ervation and  Repair  of  Fortifications." 

liepairs:  The  old  jetty  shore  and  wharf  trestle  tracks,  built  in  1885 
and  1880,  were  in  sach  bad  condition  that  it  was  unsafe  longer  to  run 
trains  oVer  them,  and  repairs  to  them  could  no  longer  be  i>ostponed. 
The  cheapest  way  to  accomplish  the  repairs  was  to  fill  in  the  trestles 
with  sand,  using  the  steam  shovel  for  loading  the  dump  cars.  Ten 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-seven  cubic  yards  of  sand  was 
dumped  for  that  purpose. 

The  foundation  of  the  water- supply  tank  had  to  be  renewed,  a  new 
windmill  tower  built,  and  a  new  driven  well  put  down,  using  a  2-inch 
pipe  driven  80  feet. 

Two  emplacements  for  6-inoh  rifles^  disappearing  carriages. — Ooncret- 
ing  for  these  began  July  7,  and,  except  finishing  of  floors,  stairways, 
and  platforms,  was  completed  September  11.  The  excavation  in  the 
rear  of  the  emplacements  was  not  finished  until  near  the  end  of  the 
fiscal  year,  the  material  to  be  moved  being  mostly  rock. 

The  total  amount  of  excavation,  including  the  roadway  between 
emplacements  2  and  3  was  15,860  cubic  yards,  of  which  12,475  cnbic 
yards  was  earth  and  3,385  cubic  yards  rock  excavation,  4,300  cubic 
yards  of  the  12,475  was  excavated  some  distance  in  front  of  the  emplace- 
ments to  secui^e  the  desired  field  of  fire  for  the  gun  in  emplacement 
No.  2.  Of  the  amount  of  material  excavated  for  the  emplacements 
9,900  cubic  yards  was  dejjosited  as  fill  in  the  parapet.  The  amount  of 
concrete  placed  was  4,500  cubic  yards.  About  17  per  cent  of  rock  in 
large  pieces  from  the  rock  excavation  was  incorporated  in  the  concrete 
construction.  The  parapet  and  rear  excavation  slopes  were  sodded, 
and  the  roadway  graded  and  finished  off  with  a  layer  of  rotten  rock. 

All  sewers,  surface  drains,  water  connections,  and  the  concrete  road 
gutter  are  in,  loading  platform,  handrails,  and  iron  stairways  up,  and 
all  ironwork  and  doors  painted. 

Three  8-inch  B.  L.  rifles  and  one  8-inch  disappearing  carriage,  L.  F., 
model  1896,  were  received  January  24.  The  carriage  with  its  gun  was 
mounted  March  25.  A  second  8inch  carriage,  L.  F.,  model  1896, 
arrived  April  22,  and,  together  with  the  gun,  was  mounted  on  AprU  25. 

After  the  parapet  fill  had  taken  its  ^H  settlement  concrete  aprons 
were  put  in  for  the  two  guns. 

This  battery  is  now  entirely  finished,  complete  with  ammunition 
lifts,  cranes,  carriers,  etc.,  except  the  steel  cover  of  the  observation 
station  and  the  wiring  and  lamps  for  the  electric  lighting. 

Umplaeements  for  one  d-inch  rifle^  eooperimental  disappearing  carrictge^ 
model  1894. — In  August  excavation  of  the  site  of  the  emplacement  was 
commenced,  but  not  completed  until  December,  owing  to  the  large 
amount  of  rock  to  be  removed.  The  rock  excavation  was  1 J05  cubic 
yards  and  that  of  earth  3,910  cubic  yards,  1.755  cubic  yards  of  which 
was  used  in  the  parapet  fill.  Ooncreting  began  January  3  and  was 
completed,  with  the  exception  of  floors,  stairs,  and  platforms,  February 
17.  The  total  amount  of  concrete  used  in  the  construction  of  this 
emplacement  was  2,805  cubic  yards,  and  about  17  per  cent  of  this  was 
rock  in  pieces  from  the  rock  excavation. 

The  parapet  fill  was  completed  and  sodded  and  the  concrete  apron 
put  in  and  the  ground  surfaced. 

The  sewer,  drains,  water  connections,  railings,  and  stairs  are  in  and 
all  painting  done. 

This  emplacement  was  frilly  completed  in  May,  excepting  the  obser- 
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▼ation  station  steel  cover,  and  the  wiring  and  lamps  for  the  lighting  of 
the  rooms  and  passages. 

The  experimental  carriage,  model  1894,  has  not  yet  been  received. 

For  the  electric  lighting  of  all  fortification  works  at  Chinook  Point 
an  electric-light  station  is  being  constructed.  It  has  two  rooms — the 
boiler  room,  16  feet  by  32  feet,  and  the  engine  and  dynamo  room,  11  feet 
by  32  feet.  One  thousand  nine  handred  and  eighty-five  cubic  yards  of 
earth  and  380  of  rock  were  excavated  for  the  site  of  this  structure. 
Concreting  began  June  17  and  was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  month, 
excepting  the  floors,  smokesta<;k,  and  the  plastering.  Four  hundred 
cubic  yards  of  concrete  was  placed  for  the  building.  The  back  fill  still 
remains  to  be  done.  The  electric-light  plant  has  not  yet  been  pur- 
chased nor  the  wiring  strung. 

Mining  casemate  (second  site). — ^Work  npon  this  commenced  in  Sep- 
tember. The  casemate  is  entirely  sunk  into  the  ground  and  the  exca- 
vation necessary  to  be  made  before  the  concrete  foundation  could  be 
put  in  was  4,177  cubic  yards  of  stiff  clay.  Six  hundred  and  thirty* five 
cubic  yards  of  concrete  was  laid  for  the  casemate,  which  includes  a* 
gallery  400  feet  long,  all  of  which  was  completed  early  in  March.  The 
amount  of  earth  back  fill  after  the  completion  of  the  concreting  was 
3,540  cubic  yards. 

Repairs:  In  the  wharf  built  last  year  the  piling  at  the  head  of  the 
wharf  were  being  undermined  by  the  strong  tidal  currents.  In  order 
to  protect  the  wharf  and  make  secure,  22  new  piles  were  driven.  No 
trouble  has  since  occurred.  At  the  shore  end  of  the  wharf  about  200 
cubic  yards  of  large  pieces  of  rock  from  the  emplacement  excavation 
was  dumped  around  the  piling  of  the  Howe  truss  abutment. 

Miscellaneous:  The  tug  O.  E,  Mendell  had  the  stern  of  the  hull 
partly  rebuilt,  and  the  rock  and  sand  barges,  dump  and  flat  cars,  and 
locomotives  were  given  the  necessary  running  repairs. 

The  fortification  work  has  been  done  by  the  Government  by  hired 
labor,  with  material  purchased  under  sealed  proposals. 

All  guns  and  carriages  were  mounted  by  the  Engineer  Department. 

Money  statements. 

GUN  AND  MORTAR   BATTRRIBS. 

July  1, 181>7,  balance  unexpended $77, 403. 41 

July  9, 1897  amount  allotted 37,400.00 

August  4, 1897,  amount  allotted 20,000.00 

August  14, 1897,  amount  allotted 71,000.00 

205, 803. 41 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year 180, 857. 39 

July  1,1898, balance  unexpen<led 24.946.02 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 7,897.21 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 17,048.81 

TORPEDOES  FOR  HARBOR  DEFENSE. 

Mining  casemate  and  cable  tank  (at  first  site). 

July  1, 1897,  amount  unexpended $6, 475. 84 

April  4, 1898,  aUotted  for  cable  tank 2,000.00 

$8,475.84 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  tbe  fiscal  year 7, 488. 57 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 987. 27 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 84.32 

July  1JS08.  balance  available 902.95 

BNa  98 51 
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IRming  coiemate  (at  aeoand  iite). 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $6,000.00 

Jane  SO,  1897,  expended  daring  the  fiscal  year 4,58^.34 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,414.76 

OPERATIONS  UNDER  THE  APPROPRIATION   FOR  NATIONAL  DBFENSE. 

An  allotinent  of  $4,000  was  made  April  11, 1898,  from  the  appropri- 
ation <<  National  Defense,"  act  of  March  9, 1898,  for  submarine  mines  at 
the  month  of  the  Columbia  Biver,  and  on  the  17th  of  the  same  month 
an  additional  allotment  of  $4,000  was  made  for  the  same  purpose, 
together  with  $1,000  for  repair  to  gun  platforms. 

There  were  received  during  the  months  of  April,  May,  and  June  sev- 
eral shipments  of  torpedo  materials,  including  torpedoes,  anchors,  tools, 
and  submarine  cables;  also  instruments  and  switchboard,  oil  engine, 
'rotary  transformer,  storage  battery,  etc.,  for  one  casemate. 

To  accommodate  the  oil  engine,  transformer,  and  storage  battery  an 
additional  room  was  built  into  the  casemate  fill  of  solid  timber  construc- 
tion, the  overhead  timbers  covered  with  8  inches  of  concrete  to  exclude 
leakage,  with  plastered  walls  and  ceiling  and  concrete  floor.  The  room 
is  10  feet  by  18  feet,  the  concrete  walls  of  the  casemate  serving  as  two 
sides  of  the  room.  The  oil  engine,  transformer,  and  storage  battery 
have  been  placed  and  are  working  perfectly. 

All  wiring  and  connections  with  the  transformer,  storage  battery, 
switchboard,  and  instrument  have  been  made  and  testing  of  skU  the 
parts  that  require  it  practically  completed. 

The  cable  gallery  is  being  uncovered  and  preparations  made  for  the 
trying  of  the  cables,  etc.  A  complete  triangulation  system  has  been 
prepared  for  the  planting  of  the  torpedoes  and  the  tracking  of  vessels. 

None  of  the  money  has  been  expended  on  platforms,  for  the  reason 
that  consultation  with  the  artillery  officer  in  command  of  defenses  at 
mouth  of  Columbia  Biver  developed  the  fact  that  there  were  more  guns 
ready  for  service  there  than  there  was  any  possibility  of  manning. 

Money  statements. 

NATIONAL  DEFENSE,  ACT  OF  MABCH  9,  1898. 

Submarine  mines. 

April  11, 1898,  amount  aUotted $4,000.00 

AprillS,  1898,  amount  allotted 4,000.00 

8,000.00 
Jane  30, 1898,  amoont  expended  daring  the  fiscal  year 67(>.  23 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 7,323.77 

July  1, 1898,  oatstanding  Uabilities 2,724.86 

Joly  1, 1898,  balance  ayailable 4,596.91 

Bepairs  to  gun  platforms, 

April  18, 1898,  amount  aUotted 1,000.00 

July  1,  IS&S,  amouat  unexpended 1,000.00 

July  1, 1S98,  balanoe  available l^OOaOO 
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PBESEBVATIGN  AND  BSPAIB  OF  FOBTIFIOATIONS. 

South  side  of  river. — ^On  Jane  14, 1897,  an  allotment  of  $1,000  was 
made  for  the  constraction  of  one  wooden  platform  for  15-inch  Bodman 
S.  B.,  and  for  such  repairs  to  quarters,  etc.,  as  might  seem  expedient. 
Some  repairs  were  made  in  October,  and  by  the  1st  of  January  the 
platform  and  all  work  under  this  allotment  was  completed. 

On  April  30, 1898,  an  allotment  of  $1,000  was  made  for  repairs  to 
buildings,  and  the  money  thus  appropriated  has  been  expended  on 
engineer  buildings  on  fortification  work. 

North  side  of  river. — One  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  was  allotted 
April  11, 1898,  for  repairs  to  powder  magazine  at  this  work.  At  an 
expenditure  of  $125  the  old  tin  roof  was  removed  and  a  new  tin  roof 
put  on. 

Money  statement. 

June  14, 1897,  amoant  aUotted .'    $1,000.00 

Aprilll,  1898,  amount  allotted 150.00 

ApziiaO,  1898,  amount  allotted 1,000.00 

2, 150. 00 
June  SO,  1896,  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year 956.20 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,194.80 

Julyl,  1898,  outstanding  liabilitiee 1,169.80 

July  1, 1898,  balance  arailable 25.00 


4W. 

DEFENSES  OP  PUGET  SOUND,  WASHINGTON. 

OfBcer  in  charge,  Gapt.  Harry  Taylor,  Corps  of  Engineers;  assistant, 
Lieut.  Meriwether  L.  Walker,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  May  4, 1898, 
and  from  May  14, 1898;  Division  Engineer,  Col.  Charles  B.  Suter,  Corps 
of  Engineers. 

A  battery  of  four  10-inch  guns  and  two  12-inch  guns  on  nondisappear- 
ing  carriages  at  one  site,  and  four  emplacement  for  10  inch  guns  on 
disappearing  carriages  and  a  battery  for  sixteen  12-inch  mortars  at 
another  locality  have  been  under  construction  by  contract  dtlring  the 
year. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  plans  for  the  2-gun  batteries  had  been 
prepared  and  approved,  proposals  for  the  6-gun  battery  had  been 
received,  and  advertisements  issued  for  the  construction  of  four  10-inch 
gun  emplacements. 

Battery  for  four  10-inch  and  two  12-inch  guns. — ^The  award  of  the  con- 
tract for  this  battery  to  the  Pacific  Bridge  Company  was  approved  by 
the  Chief  of  Engineers  July  10, 1897,  and  an  allotment  of  $175,000  was 
made  July  12, 1897,  to  cover  the  payments  under  this  contract  and  the 
expenses  of  insi)ection,  etc 

Work  under  this  contract  was  commenced  July  31, 1897,  when  pile- 
driving  in  the  wharf  was  begun.  Clearing  at  the  site  of  the  battery 
was  commenced  August  9;  excavating  and  grading  was  commenced 
September  10, 1897,  and  concreting  February  10, 1898. 

According  to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the  entire  work  should  be  com- 
pleted July  16, 1898.    The  time  allowed  by  the  specifications  was  ample 


804        REPORT  OF  THE   CHIEF   OF  ENGINEERS,  U.  S.  ARMT. 

for  the  completion  of  the  work  had  it  been  carried  on  in  a  moderately 
energetic  manner  from  the  beginning,  bnt  much  yalnable  time  was  lost 
in  the  fall,  which  carried  work  which  should  have  been  done  daring  the 
pleasant  weather  season  over  into  the  winter  rainy  season,  causing  still 
more  time  to  be  lost. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  two  of  the  10-inch  emplacements  are 
completed  so  far  as  the  heavy  work  is  concerned,  but  they  still  lack  the 
lifts,  troUeys,  and  all  other  metal  work,  and  the  genersd  finishing  up. 
The  other  two  10-inch  emplacements  have  the  concrete  about  half  laid 
and  the  forms  for  the  balance  of  the  concrete  work  in  place.  The  two 
12-inch  emplacements  have  the  excavation  completed,  the  floors  laid, 
and  the  forms  for  the  concrete  practically  completed.  The  four  10-inch 
platforms  are  ready  to  receive  the  carriages.  The  12-inch  platforms 
will  be  put  in  in  about  three  weeks.  The  entire  contract  shoold  be 
completed  on  or  before  November  1,  1898. 

The  following  are  the  various  items  and  their  estimated  amounts 
included  in  the  contract  and  the  amounts  placed,  and  accepted  daring 
the  year: 


Items. 


Clearing acres. 

KxcsTation oabio  yards. 

Concrete: 

No.  1  .....••■•.....••.......•... .......................................do. ... 

No.  2 do... 

No.  8 do... 

'Granolithic  snrfacing square  yards. 

W hitewashine sqii s rus  of  1 00  feet . . 

Broken  stone  for  blind  drains cubic  yards.. 

Large  rock tons., 

steel  beams,  etc • pounds.. 

Cast-iron  drain  pipe : 

8inch linear  feet.. 

6-inch do.... 

Tile  drain  pipe,  6-inch , do 

GaivaDised  wrought-iron  pipe : 

Scinch do 

2-inch do 

l|-inoh do... 

Cast-iron  manholes,  gratings,  etc pounds.. 

Doors,  steel,  double  leaf: 

6  reet  by  8  feet number.. 

4  feet  by  8  feet do.... 

Doors  steel,  single  leaf: 

4  feet  by  8  feet do.... 

3  feet  by  8  feet do... 

Cranes do 

Lifts,  tlonble pairs.. 

Trolley  track pounds.. 

Trolleys number.. 

steel  anchor  bolts pounds.. 

Cast-iron  anchor  plates do..., 

Miscellaneous do.... 

Asphalting square  yards.. 

Pilmg linear  feet.. 

LumMr feetB.  M.. 

Iron pounds.. 


Quantity. 


28 

178,400 

500 

2,400 

15,900 

4,500 

400 

150 

760 

154,000 

1.160 

460 

1,500 

500 

400 

8,400 

8,500 

0 
0 

24 

20 

12 

12 

19,000 

24 

8,400 

4,200 

1.000 

1,700 

11,000 

80,000 

7,000 


Accepted 

and 

placed. 


31 
9*,  781 

108 
2,490 
8,734 

465 


44 

'7i'ai 

1.129 

777 

1,888 

7S 


717 
1,780 


4,021 
1.76 
1,458 


8,739 
142,191 

6.488 


Money  statement. 

Amoant  allotted  daring  fiscal  year $175^000.00 

Jane  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fifical  year 54,145.29 

July  1, 1898,  balance  anexpended 120,854.71 

Jaly  1,  1898,  oatBtandiug  liabilities $36.50 

Jnly  1,  1898,  amoant  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 119,938. 15 

119,97465 


Jniy  1, 1898,  balance  ayailable 


880.06 
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dmtraat  in  force  during  JUoal  year  ending  June  30, 1898* 

Name  of  oontraotor:  Pacific  Bridge  Company. 
Date  of  contract:  July  28, 1897. 
Date  of  approval :  September  2,  1897. 
Time  of  commencement:  July  27, 1897. 
Time  of  completion:  July  16, 1896. 

Emplacements  far  four  lO'inoh  guns. — ^Proposals  for  the  constraction 
of  the  four  10-ineh  emplacemeots  were  opened  July  31,  1897,  and  the 
award  of  the  contract  to  the  lowest  bidders,  Maney,  Gtoerig  &  Byd- 
strom,  approved  by  the  Ohief  of  Engineers,  Angast  13, 1897.  Under 
date  of  Aagnst  31, 1897,  an  allotment  of  $95,000  was  made  to  cover 
the  payments  under  this  contract,  and  the  expenses  of  inspection,  etc. 
Work  was  commenced  August  31, 1897.  Concreting  was  commenced 
March  5, 1898.  According  to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the  entire 
work  should  have  been  completed  June  27, 1898. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  two  emplacements  were  practically 
completed  except  for  the  lifi:s,  trolleys,  and  other  metal  work,  and 
general  finishing  up.  The  other  two  emplacements  were  well  along, 
the  platforms  having  been  laid,  the  floors  laid,  the  forms  nearly  all 
up,  and  the  walls  of  the  various  rooms  partially  finished.  This  con- 
tract would  probably  have  been  nearer  completion  had  it  not  been  for 
the  rejection  of  the  first  cargo  of  cement  received,  necessitating  a  delay 
until  another  cargo  came  in.  This  contract  should  be  completeid  before 
September  1, 1898. 

The  following  are  the  various  items  and  .their  estimated  amounts 
included  in  the  contract,  and  the  amounts  accepted  and  placed  during 
the  year: 


»•» 


Items. 


ClMiing acres. 

ExcavAtion oubio  yards. 

Concrete : 

Ko.  1 do... 

No.  S , do... 

No.  8 do... 

Oranolithio  surfacing nqnare  yards. 

Whitewashing squares  of  100  feet. 

Broken  stone  for  blind  drains cubic  yards. 

Large  rook tons. 

Steel  beams,  eto pounds. 

Cast-iron  drainpipe: 

13-inoh linear  feet. 

6-inch do... 

Tile drainpliM,  6-incb do... 

Galyaniaed  wrought-lron  pipe: 

Sj^inch do... 

8-inch do... 

l|-inch do... 

Cast-iron  manholes,  grating,  etc pounds. 

Doors,  steel,  double  leaf: 

6ieet  by  8feet nnmber. 

4  feet  bv  8  feet do... 

Doors,  steel,  single  leaf: 

4  feet  by  8  feet do... 

8  feet  by  8  feet do... 

Cranes do... 

Lifts,  doable pairs. 

TroUey  track pounds. 

Trolleys nnmber. 

Steel  anohor  bolts pounds. 

Cast-iron  anchor  plates do... 

Hlaoellaneons  iron do... 

Asphalting square  yards. 

Pfling linear  feet. 

Lumber..^ feet,  B.M. 

....•• pounds. 


Quantity. 


6 
40,000 

600 

2,120 

10,000 

1,800 

240 

100 

700 

98,000 

900 

760 

1,000 

400 

300 

1,000 

8,000 

4 
4 

18 

9 

8 

8 

18,200 

16 

6,000 

2,700 

800 

800 

11,000 

80,000 

7,000 


Accepted 
and  placed. 


2.028 

87,164 

22.27 

981.73 

8,240.78 


62 

'9i,'8w"" 

1,006.8 
843.6 
687 

897.88 
478 
800 
2,776 


6,120 
2,193 
1,166 


16,845 

189,340 

6»612 
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Money  statement 

Amount  allotted  dnring  fiscal  year $96,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 45,125.46 

Jaly  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 49,874.64 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $80.00 

July  1, 1898,  amonnt  ooYcred  by  uncompleted  contracts 49, 294. 68 

49,374.68 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 499.86 

Ahttraci  of  proposals  received  by  Capi.  Harry  Taylor,  Corps  of  EngineerSy  United  Slates 
Armyi  July  SI,  1897,  for  oonsirttoting  four  gun  emplacements. 


ICaterialt. 


Clearing aores.. 

Excavation cnbio  yards . . 

CoDrrete : 

No.  2 do — 

Na3 do 

Granolithic  surfacing,  square 

3rards 

whitewashing squares.. 

Broken  atone  for  blind  drains, 

onbio  yards 

Large  rook tons.. 

Sted  beams,  eto pounds . . 

Castriron  drainpipe: 

12- inch linear  feet. . 

6- inch do.... 

Tile  drainnipe,  6-inch. .  .do — 
OiUvanizea  wronght-iron  pipe: 

2|-inch linear  reet.. 

2-inoh .do. . . . 

l|-inch do 

Cast-iron  manholes,  gratings, 

etc poandJB., 

Doors,  steel,  double  leaf: 

«  feet  by  8  feet 

4  feet  by  8  feet 

Doors,  steel,  single  leaf: 

4  feet  by  8  feet 

8  feet  by  8  feet , 

Cranes  

Lifts,  double pairs.. 

Trolley  track pounds . . 

Trolleys 

Steel  anchor  bolts pounds. . 

Cast-iron  anchor  plates  .do. ... 

Misoellaneons  iron do 

Asphalting square  yards . . 

Summer  out .  .linear  feet. . 

Winter  out do 

Lumber feet,B.M. . 

Iron pounds.. 

Total 


Quan- 
tity. 


6 
40,000 

500 

2,120 

10,000 

1,800 
340 

100 

700 

06,000 

000 

760 

1,000 

400 

300 

1,000 

2,000 

4 
4 

12 

0 

8 

8 

18,200 

16 

6,000 

2,700 

800 

800 

11,000 

11,000 

80,000 

7,000 


1.  Maney,  Gk>erig 
Sc  Ryd Strom, 
Everett,  Wash. 


Bid. 


$75.00 
.22 

6.35 
5.05 
4.20 

.16 
.40 

2.00 
2.00 
.03^ 

1.25 
.65 
.14 

.20 
.18 
.10 

.04 

60.  OU 
55.00 

48.00 

45.00 

125.00 

500.00 

.08 

60.00 

.06^ 

.04 

.07 

L60 

.09 

.10 

16.00 

.04 


Amount. 


1375. 00 
8,800.00 

3, 175. 00 
10,706.00 
42,000.00 

270.00 
96.00 

200.00 
1,400.00 
3, 120. 00 

1, 125. 00 
487.50 
140.00 

80.00 

39.00 

100.00 

80.00 

236.00 
220.00 

576.00 

405.00 

1,000.00 

4,000.00 

1,056.00 

060.00 

890.00 

108.00 

56.00 

1,200.00 


1, 100. 00 

1,200.00 

280.00 


84,960.60 


2.  W.  L.  Prather, 
Oakland.  Cal. 


Bid.       Amonnt. 


$20.00 
.29 

7.50 
6.50 
5.90 

.50 
.50 

2.00 
2.50 
.03^ 

:90 
.60 
.20 

.30 
.20 
.15 

.06 

70.00 
60.00 

60.00 

50.00 

200.00 

900.00 

.15 

90.00 

.07 

.05 

.05 

8.60 

.90 

.30 

20.00 

.06 


$100.00 
11,600.00 

8,750.00 
13,780.00 
59,000.00 

900.00 
120.00 

200.00 
1, 750. 00 
8,360.00 

810.00 
450.00 
200.00 

120.00 

60.00 

150.00 

100.00 

280.00 
240.00 

600.00 

450.00 

1,600.00 

7,200.00 

1,980.00 

1, 440. 00 

420.00 

135.00 

40.00 

2,800.00 


8,300.00 

1,600.00 

850.00 


118.886.00 


8.  Anton  Giebiach. 
Portland,  Greg. 


Bid.       Amount. 


$100.00 
.25 

6.15 
5.85 
4.05 

.00 
.25 

1.50 

L60 

.05 

1.60 
.40 
.80 

.36 
.24 
.18 

.04 

190.00 
80.00 

79.00 

66.00 

160.00 

500.00 

.10 

40.00 

.06 

.04 

.05 

L50 

.18 

.18 

16.00 

.04 


$500.00 
10,000.00 

3,075.00 
12,402.00 
49,500.00 

1,620.00 
60.00 

150.00 
1,050.00 
4,806.00 

1,850.00 

aoooo 

800. 00 

144.00 

72.00 

180.00 

80.00 

520.00 
856.00 

948.00 

495.00 

1,200.00 

4,000.00 

1,320.00 

640.00 

860.00 

108.00 

40.00 

1,900.09 


1,980.00 

1,280.00 

280.00 


100,310.00 
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Ahtfraot  of  propo9aU  received  by  Capt,  Harry  Taylor,  Corps  of  Engineen,  United  State* 
Army,  July  SI,  1897,  for  oonstrwiting  four  gun  emptaoemente — Conunaed.        ^ 


MttteriAls. 


Clearing acres.. 

Excavation onbio  yarda . . 

Concrete: 

NObl do.... 

No.  3 do 

Oranolithio  Burfacing,  square 

yards 

whitewashing squares . . 

Broken  stone  Tor  blind  drains, 

enbie  yards 

Large  rock tons.. 

SteM  beams,  eto pounds. . 

Cast- iron  drainpipe : 

12-inch linear  feet. . 

6- inch  ......•.....••  .do. .  • . 

Tile dndopipe,  6-inch... do.... 

Qalvanised  wrought-iron  pipe: 

S|-inch linear  teet . . 

2-inch do.... 

1^-inch ........  ....^.do. . .. 

Cast-iron  manholes,  gra tines, 

eto pounas. . 

Doors,  steel,  double  leaf: 

6  feet  by  8  feet 

4  feet  by  8  feet 

Doors,  steel,  single  leaf: 

4  feet  by  8  feet 

3  feet  by  8  feet 

Cranes 

Lifts,  double pairs.. 

Trolley  track pounds . . 

Trolleys 

Steel  anchor  bolts — ponnda.. 
Cast-iruD  anchor  plates  .do. . . . 

Ifiscellaneoua  iron do 

Aaphalting  ....  square  yards . . 

Summer  cnt . .linear  feet.. 

Winter  out do.... 

Lnmber feet,B.M.. 

Iron pounds.. 

Totol 


Quan- 
tity. 


5 
40,000 

500 

2,120 

10,000 

1,800 
240 

100 

700 

00,000 

(KM) 

750 

1,000 

400 

300 

1,000 

2,oao 

4 
4 

12 

9 

8 

8 

18,200 

16 

6,000 

2,700 

800 

800 

11,000 

11,000 

80,000 

7,000 


4.  Hale  &  Kern, 
Contract  Co., 
Portland,  Oreg. 


Bid. 


175.00 


8.25 
6.55 
5.75 

.20 
.20 

1.50 
1.75 
.02A 

1.55 
.30 
.10 

.24 
.18 
.14 

.04 

55.00 
50.00 

50.00 

46.00 

110.00 

500.00 

.05 

30.00 

.04 

.04 

.04 

2.30 

.11 

.11 

11.00 

.03 


Amount. 


$376.00 
9,200.00 

4,125.00 
13,886.00 
67,500.00 

800.00 
48.00 

150.00 
1,225.00 
2,688.00 

1, 395. 00 
225.00 
100.00 

96.00 

54.00 

140.00 

80.00 

220.00 
200.00 

600.00 
414.00 
880.00 

4,600.00 
660.00 
480.00 
240.00 
108.00 
32.  OU 

1,840.00 


1,210.00 
8«J0.00 
210.00 


5.  Chas.  E.  Cotton, 
Oakland,  Cal., 
Wm.  H.  Healy, 
San  Francisco, 
Cal. 


108,621.00 


Bid. 


$60.00 
.20 

6.00 
6.95 
4.90 

.80 
.25 

2.00 
1.25 
.03^ 

•  99 
.76 
.15 

.25 
.20 
.15 

.05 

75.00 
66.00 

50.00 

40.00 

12&.00 

650.00 

.08 

70.00 

.08 

.05 

.08 

125.00 

.11 

.12 

13.00 

.03 


Amount. 


$300.00 
8,000.00 

8,450.00 
12, 614. 00 
49,000.00 

1,440.00 
60.00 

200.00 

875.00 

8,120.00 

891.00 
562.50 
150.00 

100.00 

60.00 

150.00 

100.00 

300.00 
260.00 

600.00 

360.00 

1,000.00 

5,200.00 

1, 056. 00 

1,120.00 

480.00 

135.00 

64.00 

1,000.00 


1, 320. 00 

1,040.00 

210.00 


96,217.50 


6.  Walter  D.  Pugh 
and  Charles  A. 
Gray,  Salem, 
Oreg. 


Bid. 


$110.00 
.28^ 

6.58 
5.30 
4.54 

.66 
.44 

1.66 
2.74 
.03^ 

.99 
.45 
.12 

.26 
.19 
.14 

.041 

59.00 
53.00 

49.00 

43.00 

165.00 

650.00 

.06 

60.00 

.06 

.04 

.06 

2.00 

.15 
.16 
14.00 
.04i 


Amount. 


$550.00 
11,400.00 

8,290.00 
11,236.00 
45,400.00 

1, 170. 00 
105.60 

165.00 
1,918.00 
3,360.00 

891.00 
337.50 
120.00 

104.00 

67.00 

140.00 

90.00 

286.00 
812.00 

688.00 

887.00 

1,820.00 

6,200.00 

792.00 

960.00 

860.00 

108.00 

48.00 

1,600.00 


1,760.00 

1,120.00 

815.00 


96,340.10 
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Ahsfract  of  proposals  receivod  hy  Capt.  Harry  Taylor,  Corps  of  Engineers,  United  States 
Army,  July  SI,  1897,  for  oonstruoting  four  gun  emplacements — Con  tinned. 


MateriAla. 


Clearing acrea.. 

Excavation cnbic  yards . . 

Concrete : 

J^ O*  ^  •«••••••••«*••••  u V •  ■  •  • 

No.  3 do 

Gninolithic  surfacing,  square 

yards 

W  h  itewashine squares . . 

Bniken  stone  for  blind  drains, 

cubic  yards 

Large  rock tnns.. 

Steel  beams,  etc pounds. . 

Cast-iron  drainpipe: 

Tilncb linear  feet . . 

6>incb .....do.... 

Tile  drainpipe,  0-inch. . .do 

Galvnnixed  wrongbt-iron  pipe: 

2i-inch linear  feet. . 

2'incb do 

11-incb do.... 

Cast-iron  manholes,  gratinss, 

etc pounds.. 

Doors,  steel,  double  leaf: 

6  feet  by  8  feet 

4  feet  by  8  feet 

Doors,  steel,  single  leaf: 

4  feet  by  8  feet 

3  feet  by  8  feet 

Cranes 

Lifts,  double pairs.. 

Trollev  track pounds.. 

Trolleys 

Steel  anchor  bolts pounds. . 

Cast-iron  anchor  plates,  .do 

Miscellaneous  iron do 

Asphalting  — square  yards . . 
Piling: 

Summer  cut .  .linear  feet. . 

"Winter  cut do 

Lumber feet  B.  M. . 

Iron pounds.. 


Total. 


Quan- 
tity. 


40,000 

500 

2,120 

10,000 

1,800 
240 

100 

700 

96,000 

900 

750 

1,000 

400 

300 

1,000 

2,000 

4 
4 

12 

9 

8 

8 

13,200 

16 

6,UO0 

2,700 

800 

800 

11,000 

11,000 

80,000 

7,000 


7.  Pacific  Bridge 
Co.,  Portland, 
Oreg. 


Bid.      Amount. 


$100.00 
.20 

5.95 

4.84 
4.32 

.40 
.25 

1.25 

2.15 

.03 

L25 
.40 
.12 

.25 
.20 
.15 

.04 

65.00 
45.00 

42.(0 

35.00 

126  00 

700.00 

.10 

70.00 

.06 

.04 

.05 

1.90 

.13 

.15 

18.00 

.04 


$500.00 
11,600.00 

2,975.00 
10,260.80 
43,200.00 

720.00 
60.00 

125.00 
1, 5(>5. 00 
2,880.00 

1, 125. 00 
300.00 
120.00 

100.00 

60.00 

150.00 

80.00 

260.00 
180.00 

504.00 

315.00 

1,000.00 

6, 320. 00 

1,320.00 

1, 120. 00 

860.00 

108.00 

40.00 

1,520.00 


1,650.00 

1, 040. 00 

280.00 


8.  Hugh  Foy,  San 
Francisco,  Cal. 


Bid. 


$160.00 
.30 

"7.25 
6.00 
5.25 

.30 
.20 

.03 
3.50 
.021 

1.50 
.50 
.10 

.20 
.15 
.10 

.03 

50.00 
45.00 

40.00 

35.00 

120.00 

500.00 

.07 

60.00 

.06 

.03 

.12 

1.50 

.16 

.16 

20.00 

.05 


91, 777. 80 


Amount. 


$750.00 
2,000.00 

3,626.00 
12, 72U.  00 
52,500,00 

540.00 
48.00 

300.00 
2.460.00 
2, 400. 00 

1,350.00 
375.00 
100.00 

80.00 

45.00 

100.00 

60.00 

200.00 
180.00 

480.00 
315.00 
960.00 

4,000.00 

924.00 

960.00 

860.00 

81.00 

96.00 

1,200.00 


1,760.00 

1,600.00 

350.00 


102,909.00 


9.  Nicholas Croth- 
ers,  Tacoma, 
Waah. 


Bid. 


$60.00 


7.50 
6.40 
4,15 

.40 
.40 

1.25 
160.00 
.031 

L15 
.60 
.20 

.25 
.20 
.18 

.04 

45.00 
40.00 

36.00 

30.00 

145.00 

525.00 

.06 

50.00 

.06 

.04 

.12 

L40 

12.00 
.06 


Amonnt. 


$300.00 
11, 200. 00 

3,750.00 
11. 448. 00 

41,500.00 

720.00 
96l00 

125.00 
1.050.00 
3,300100 

1,035.00 
450.00 
200.00 

100.00 

00.00 

180.00 

80lO0 

180.00 
160.00 

420.00 

270.00 

1,160.00 

4,200.00 

792.00 

800.00 

360.00 

106.00 

96.00 

1,120.00 


1,165.00 
900.00 
350.00 


87.785.00 


Contract  in  force  duHng  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1898, 

Name  of  contractors:  Maney,  Goerig  &,  Rydstrom. 

Date  of  contract :  Angnst  24. 1897. 

Date  of  approval :  November  20, 1897. 

Time  of  commencement :  Angnst  28, 1897. 

Time  of  completion :  June  27, 1898. 

Time  of  completion  extended  to  Augubt  15, 1898. 

Mortar  battery. — Plans  and  specifications  for  a  mortar  battery  moant 
ing  sixteen  12-incli  mortars  were  prepared  and  forwarded  to  the  Chief 
of  Engineers,  November  16,  1897.  These  having  been  daly  approved, 
advertisements  were  issued  and  proposals  for  the  constrnetion  of  the 
battery  were  received  and  opened  January  26,  1898.  A  contract  for 
the  construction  of  this  battery  was  made  with  Messrs.  Maney,  Goerig 
&  Rydstrom,  the  lowest  bidders,  who  are  also  the  contractors  for  the 
gun  emplacements  at  the  same  point.  The  time  allowed  for  the  com- 
pletion of  this  contract  is  until  February  11, 1899. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  the  site  of  the  battery  had  been  cleared, 
the  excavation  for  one  of  the  pits  had  been  practically  completed,  and 
that  for  another  of  the  pits  started,  and  preparations  for  laying  oon- 
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Crete  were  well  along.    There  is  no  apparent  reason  why  this  contract 
should  not  be  completed  within  the  time  allowed  by  the  specifications. 
The  work  done  under  this  contract  to  the  end  of  the  year  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Clearing acres..      4.6 

Excavation cubic  yards..  6,291 

Money  statement. 

Amonnt  allotted  doring  fiscal  year $90,000.00 

Jane  30, 1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 2, 575. 21 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  anexpended 87,424.79 

July  1,1898,  outstanding  liabilities $130.00 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 79, 301. 83 

79,431.83 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 7,992.96 

Ah9iract  of  propo$aU  received  by  Capt.  Harry  Taylor,  Corpe  of  Engineere,  United  States 
Army,  in  response  to  advertisement  dated  December  g£,  1897,  for  constructing  a  mortar 
battery  for  sixteen  mortars. 


]£Atoriak. 


Clearing  ...> acres.. 

Excavation cubic  yardu . . 

Concrete: 

^ o*  «■■■«••••••••••*•  do • « • « 

Ko.  8 do — 

Oranolithic  Anrfacing.M.  yds. . 
Whitewashing. .  .sq.  of  loo  ft.. 
Broken  stone  for  blind  drains, 

cnbic  yards 

Steel  beams,  etc poands.. 

Yitrifled  sewer  pipe: 

8-incb linear  feet.. 

S-incli do.... 

Tile  drain  pipe: 

6- inch do.... 

4-inch do.... 

Hollow  brick  facing,  .sq.  yds. . 
Ckdvaniied  wrought-iron  pipe : 

2-lnch linear  feet. . 

lA-inch. ....... ......do. ... 

Cast*iron  manholes,  gratings, 

etc poands.. 

Doors,  steel,  doable  leaf: 

10  feet  by  7  feet,  .number. . 

4  feet  by  7  feet do... 

Doors,  steel,  single  leaf: 

8  feet  by  7  feet do 

2i  feet  St  7  feet do... 

Trolley  traoK pounds. 

Trolleys,  1-ton number. 

Steel  anchor  bolts  and  nuts, 

poands 

Cast-iron  anchor  plates . .  .lbs. 

Kiscellaneons  iron do . . . 

Asphalting aquare  yards. 

Woodwork  for  electric  wiring, 
linear  feet 


Total. 


Quan- 
tity. 


6 

85.000 

582 
4.M6 
2,602 
1.440 

209 

100 
185,540 

700 
1,400 

1,500 

100 

2,000 

000 
300 

2,000 

8 
0 

14 

5 

19,000 

24 

23,776 

16,600 

500 

1,254 

1,000 


1.  Pacific  Bridge 
Co.,  San  Francls- 
00,  Cal. 


Bid. 


$200.00 
.89 

8.00 

6.85 

5.75 

.65 

.25 

1.85 
.03* 

.75 
.55 

.18 

.12 

1.00 


.05 

128.00 
86.00 

55.00 
45.00 
.10| 
85.00 

.06 
.041 
.08 
1.85 

.25 


Amount. 


2.  Maney,  Goerig 
A  By  dstrom. 
Port  Townsend, 
Wash. 


Bid. 


$1,200.00  $125.00 


13,650.00 

4,656.00 

33, 880. 10 

15. 306. 60 

936.00 

74.75 

185.00 
7,050.52 

525.00 
770,00 

270.00 

12.00 

2,000.00 

168.00 
69.00 

100.00 

1,024.00 
765.00 

770.00 

225.00 

1,005.00 

2,040.00 

1,428.56 

747.00 

40.00 

2,819.90 

200.00 


02.455.37 


.35 

7.25 

5.75 

4.50 

.80 

.40 

2.00 
.081 

.66 
.40 

.14 
.00 
.75 

.15 
.12 

.04 

115.00 
55.00 

40.00 

85.00 

.08 

76.00 

.06 

.04 

.07 

L65 

.10 


Amoant. 


$750.00 
12,250.00 

4.219.50 

28.439.50 

11,079.00 

432.00 

119.60 

200.00 
6,057.75 

455.00 
560.00 

210.00 

0.00 

1,600.00 

00.00 
86.00 

80.00 

020.00 
495.00 

500.00 

175.00 

1,520.00 

I,8u0.tl0 

1,426.56 

664.00 

35.00 

2,060.10 

100.00 


78,052.01 


8.  W.  L.  Prather, 
Ir.,  Oakland, 


fei. 


Bid. 


$100.00 
.80 

6.70 

5.00 

5.40 

.90 

.80 

2.90 
.041 

.86 
.80 

.20 
.20 
.00 

.80 
.25 

.04 

150.00 
100.00 

60.00 

50.00 

.06 

60.00 

.04 
.04 
.04 
.50 

.06 


Amount. 


Contract  in  force  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1898. 

Name  of  contractors:  Maney,  Qoerig  &  Rydstrom. 
Date  of  contract:  February  28,  1898. 
Date  of  approval:  April  23,  1898. 
Time  of  commencement :  April  12, 1898. 
Time  of  completion:  February  11, 1899. 


$600.00 
10,500.00 

8,800.40 
20,181.40 
14,874.80 

1,296.00 
89.70 

290.00 
8.849.80 

345.00 
420.00 

800.00 

20.00 

1,080.00 

180.00 
75.00 

80.00 

1,200.00 
900.00 

840.00 

250.00 

1,520.00 

1,200.00 

061.04 

664.00 

20.00 

627.00 

60.00 


80,112.64 
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The  estimated  amoant  of  excayation  for  the  gun  emplacements  prov- 
ing to  be  too  small,  advertisements  were  issaed  for  making  the  remain- 
der of  the  necessary  excavation.  Proposals  for  this  were  received  and 
opened  Jane  30, 1898. 

Ahatraet  ofproposaU  received  hy  Capt.  Harry  Taylor,  Corps  of  Engineen,  United  StaUt 
Army,  in  response  to  advertisement  dated  May  SI,  1898,  for  excavating  and  grading, 
opened  June  SO,  1898, 


Na 


1 

8 
4 

6 


Name. 


J.A.Bailey 

W.F.Nelson 

Simon  Normile 

Peter  M.Coyne 

Maney,  Goerig  A  Rydstrom , 


Addieaa. 


Seattle,  Wash 

Port  Townsend,  Wash. 

Astoria,  Greg 

Port  Townsend,  Wash . 
do 


Price  per 
onbic 

Amoant. 

yard. 

(knX*. 

48 

$14,400 

27 

8,100 

23 

6,900 

87| 

11,250 

84 

U,0J5 

The  totals  are  based  on  the  estimated  quantity  of  30,000  cnbio  yards.  No  allot- 
ment lias  been  made  for  the  work.  A  written  contract  will  be  entered  into.  It  is 
recommended  that  the  bid  of  Simon  Normile,  of  Astoria,  Oreg.,  the  lowest  bidder,  be 
accepted. 

Battery  for  five  lO-inch  and  two  12  inch  guns. — Plans  for  a  battery 
mounting  five  10-inch  and  two  12-inch  guns  on  barbette  carriages  at  a 
third  locality  were  prepared.  The  allotment  for  <<  Plans  for  Defenses  at 
Pnget  Sound,  Washington,"  was  originally  made  for  working  up  the 
plans  for  the  defenses  at  the  first  two  points  before  any  allotment  for 
the  construction  of  these  works  was  made.  The  plans  for  these  defenses 
were  practically  finished  before  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  and  only 
a  small  amount  of  work,  finishing  up  the  details  of  the  planS;  has  been 
chargeable  to  this  allotment. 

Money  statements. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  anexpended $179.86 

Jane  30, 189KB,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 111.  09 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  anexpended 68.77 

Jaly  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 2.75 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 66.02 

Sites. — A  third  site  at  Puget  Sound,  in  addition  to  the  two  mentioned 
in  report  for  1897,  was  obtained,  partly  by  purchase  and  partly  by  con- 
demnation. The  condemnation  proceedings  were  held  March  24, 1898, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  this  transfer  of  title  had  been  completed, 
except  the  recording  in  the  proper  county  records  of  the  decree  of  con- 
demnation and  other  necessary  papers.  These  were  forwarded  to  the 
proper  officer  for  record  on  the  last  day  of  the  year. 

Two  sites  for  fortification  purposes  were  selected  on  Bichs  Passage 
to  Port  Orchard  during  the  year,  and  condemnation  proceedings  for 
acquiring  title  to  these  were  begun. 

Money  statements. 

SmBfl  FOB  FOBTIFICATIONS  AND  8BAC0AST  DBFSNSXS. 

For  surveys  and  incidental  expense*, 

Joly  1,1897,  balance  anexpended $9.68 

Allotted  since 3.32 

JtmedO,  1£88,  amoimt expended. ^tLdii%^k»&«A.^«»£ — 


13.00 
18.00 


APPENDIX  4 — FORTIFICATIONS.  811 

Site  No,  U 

Joly  ly  1897,  balanoe  unexpended $2,580.00 

June  30, 18Si3,  tunoont  expended  during  flsoal  year 2,680.00 

SiU  No.  S. 

Jnlyl,  1897,  amonnt  available $43,075.00 

Jane  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3,027.45 

July  1, 1898,  balanoe  unexpended 40,047.55 

Julyl,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities 32,050.00 

July  1, 1898,  balanoe  available 7,997.55 

Armament. — ^Two  nondisappearing  carriages  for  12-iDch  guns,  two 
noDdisappeariDg  carriages  for  10-inch  gans,  and  six  mortar  carriages 
were  received  daring  the  year,  bat  none  were  moanted,  on  accoant  of 
the  interference  which  would  have  been  caased  with  the  construction 
work  in  progress.  As  no  guns  were  received,  nothing  would  have  been 
gained  by  mounting  the  carriages.  Under  date  of  March  28, 1898,  an 
allotment  of  $7,000  was  made  for  mounting  carriages  and  guns.  Some 
plant  was  purchased  and  plans  made  for  doing  the  work  at  the  proper 
time. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  allotted  during  fiscal  year $7,000.00 

June30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 920.82 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 6,079.18 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 2,350.00 

Julyl,  1898,  balanoe  available 3,729.18 

A  reconnaissance  was  made  at  Port  Angeles,  Wash.,  for  the  parpose 
of  obtaining  data  for  developing  a  plan  of  defense  for  that  place.  A 
report  and  map  were  forwarded  December  24, 1897. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  allotted  during  fiscal  year $75.00 

June  SO,  1898^  amount  emended  during  fiscal  year 76.00 


RIVERS  AND  HARBORS.  ETO, 


APPENDIX  A. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  MAINE  AND  NEW 

HAMPSHIRE. 


BEPORT  OF  MAJOR  R.  L,  HOXIE,  CORPS  OF  ENQINBER8,  OFFICER  IN 
CHARGE,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  SO,  1898,  WITH  OTHER 
DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  THE  WORKS. 


1MFROVKMKNT8. 


1.  Lnbeo  Channel,  Maine. 

2.  Moosabeo  Bar,  Maine. 

3.  Narragnagns  River,  Maine. 

4.  Breakwater  fVom  Mount  Desert  to  Por- 

cupine Island,  Bar  Harbor,  Maine. 

5.  Harbor  at  Sullivan  Falls,  Maine. 

6.  Union  River,  Maine. 

7.  Bagaduce  River,  Maine. 

8.  Penobscot  River,  Maine. 

9.  Rockland  Harbor,  Maine. 

10.  Carvers  Harbor,  Vinal  Haven,  Maine. 


11.  Georges  River,  Maine. 

12.  Kennebec  River,  Maine. 

13.  Sasanoa  River,  Maine. 

14.  Portland  Harbor,  Maine. 

15.  Saco  River,  Maine. 

16.  Cocheco  River,  New  Hampshire. 

17.  Little  Harbor,  New  Hampshire. 

18.  Removing   sunken    vessels  or  craft 

obstructing  or  endangering  navi- 
gation. 


8URVBTS. 

19.  Union  River,  Maine,  |  20.  Bagaduce  River,  Maine. 


United  Statbs  Engineer  Office, 

Portland^  Me.j  July  25^  1898. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  aDnnal  report  for  the  fiscal 
year  1898  for  river  and  harbor  works  in  my  charge. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  L.  HoxiB, 
Major  J  Corps  of  Engineer s* 
Brig,  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U,  8»  A. 


Ax, 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  LUBEC  CHANNEL,  MAINE. 

The  approved  project  and  the  report  of  progress  of  the  work  np  to 
June  30, 1897,  will  be  found  in  the  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers 
for  1898,  Part  I,  page  36. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $31,068.06.  The 
operations  consisted  in  dredging,  under  a  contract  with  Moore  &  Wright 
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for  widening  the  channel.  The  total  quantity  of  material  removed 
under  this  contract  was  56,000  cubic  yards,  the  contract  being  com- 
pleted October  1, 1897,  since  which  time  no  work  has  been  done.  The 
channel  has  been  widened  under  the  present  project  about  170  feet  at 
the  entrance  and  about  190  feet  at  the  turn  just  above  Oranberry  Point. 
The  most  difficult  and  expensive  part  of  the  work  (that  in  the  Narrows) 
was  completed. 

The  improvements  render  less  difficult  the  passage  of  a  way  which  is 
subject  to  strong  currents  and  frequent  fogs. 

There  is  a  light-house  aboat  1  mile  to  the  southward  of  Lubeo  on  the  westerly 
side  of  the  dredged  channel.  Labeo  Narrows  is  in  the  collection  district  of 
Passamaquoddy. 

Money  statement 

July  1,  1S97,  balance  unexpended $32,178.56 

June  30,  1B9S,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 31,068.06 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 1.110.50 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 10.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,100.50 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project IS,  ()00. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  June  30, 1900  78, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 


APPBOPBIATIONS. 

March  3, 1879 $44,000 

June  14, 1880 20,000 

March  3,  1881 46,000 

August  2,  1882 20,000 

July  5, 1884 10,000 

Augusts,  1886 10,000 

August  11,  1888 20,000 

August  18,  1894 5,000 

August  18, 1894,  unexpended  balance  for  improving  St.  Croix  River,  made 

available  for  Lubec  Channel 35,000 

June  3,  1896 32,000 

Total 241,000 


Conlraot  im  faree  during  ike  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1898, 


Ho. 

Contraotor. 

Dftte. 

SnlUeot 

Prioe 

per 

oubio 

yard. 

Date  of 
approvaL 

Beeinning 
orwork. 

Bzpixatloii. 

1 

ICoon  ft  Wrightt 
PortUmd,Me. 

May   4,1897 

Dredging 
channel 
upper 
Rhoals. 

DredglnK 
ehannel 
below. 

ILOO 
.87 

May  SO,  1897 

Aug.  1«1887 

July     1,1898 

Contraot  completed. 
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OOMMXROIAL  BTATIffnCS. 

BeedpU  and  »hipmemU, 

Tons. 

1896 62,300 

1897: 

Bricks  andlime 800 

Coal  and  wood 5,600 

Fish 27,500 

General  merohandise 1,500 

Lumber  and  sardine  stock 1,200 

Lead  and  tin 7,700 

Oil  and  mustard 4,000 

Provisions  and  £rain 8,200 

Salt 2,000 

Total 63,400 

ArrivaJt  and  deparU»re$  in  calendar  year  1897, 

Steamers,  average  tonnage  1,500,  draft  14  feet 392 

Sailing  vessels,  average  tonnage  100,  draft  10  feet 96 

FMMit  luilt. 

Steamers,  tonnage  20 1 

Sailing  vessels,  tonnage  13 1 

The  foregoing  represents  the  commerce  of  the  town  of  Labeo  only.  The  keeper  of 
Quoddy  Head  Light  Station  reports  that  957  steamers  and  7,054  sailing  vessels  of  all 
classes  passed  through  Lubee  Channel  in  daylight  during  calendar  year  1897. 


A  a. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  MOOSABEC  BAR,  MAINE. 

The  approved  project  and  the  report  of  progress  of  the  work  up  to 
June  ^,  1897,  will  be  found  in  the  Beport  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers 
for  1898,  Part  I,  page  37. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $14,560.88.  The 
operations  consisted  in  the  removal  of  ledge  in  the  western  approach 
to  the  channel  under  a  contract  with  Townsend  &  Johnston,  which 
was  in  progress  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1897.  This  contract  was 
completed  in  August,  1897,  the  total  quantity  of  ledge  taken  out  being 
666.9  cubic  yards.  Work  was  at  once  commenced  under  a  contract 
with  William  D.  Johnston,  which  was  completed  in  September,  1897, 
about  584  cubic  yards  of  ledge  being  removed.  Under  these  operations 
the  removal  of  Ledge  E  was  completed  and  a  small  amount  of  work 
was  done  on  that  part  of  Ledge  G  remaining  to  be  removed.  No  work 
has  been  done  since. 

The  improTement  is  in  the  ooUectiondistriot  of  Maohias,  Me.,  which  is  the  nearest 
port  of  ent^.    The  nearest  light-house  is  Moose  Peak. 

Money  statement. 

Jvljl,  1S91,  balanoe  unexpended $15,030.93 

June  30,  ISSS,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 14, 560. 88 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 470.05 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 11, 000. 00 
Amount  tnat  can  be  profitably  expendea  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    11, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1887. 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 


March  3, 1881 $10,000 

Augu8t2,  1882 10,000 

Jnly5, 1884 10,000 

Augu8t5,  1886 10,000 

AugOBtll,  1888 15,000 

September  19, 1890 15,000 


July  13,  1892  . . . 
AugaBtl8,  1894 
Jane  3, 1896.... 


$15,000 

6,000 

12,000 

103,000 


Hit  of  contract 8  in  force  durintj  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SOy  1898, 


No. 

Contraoton. 

Dftte. 

Snl^ject. 

Price 

per 

cubic 

yard. 

Date  of  ap- 
proral. 

Beginning 
of  work. 

Bxpiration. 

al 
a2 

Townsend  St  John- 
ston, Somers 
Point,  N.J. 

William  D.  John- 
ston, PhiUdel- 
jhiii,  P». 

Mar.  9,  1895 
May  23, 1897 

Removal 
of  ledge. 

Do. 

$13.20 
$13.75 

Mar.  19, 1895 
June  7,  1897 

May  1,  1895 
June  1,  1897 

Aag.  28,1807 
Not.  80,1807 

a  Contract  completed. 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 

The  improyement  of  this  channel  is  not  of  a  local  character.  A  large  nnmber 
of  veBsels  go  through  the  thoroughfare  annually,  using  it  as  a  sheltered  route  in  had 
weather  and  for  refuge  during  storms.    In  1896, 1,625  cargoes,  tonnage  275,000. 

The  following  information  in  regard  to  the  tonnage  using  the  channel  daring  the 
year  1897  is  furnished  hy  the  deputy  collector  of  customs  at  Jonesport: 

Vessels  loaded  with  piles 250 

Vessels  loaded  with  plaster 150 

Vessels  loaded  with  stone 2.50 

Vessels  loaded  with  lumher 250 

Vessels  loaded  with  general  mercliandise 175 

Vessels  loaded  with  coal 50 

Fishing  yessels 325 

Vessels  in  hallast 850 

Steamers,  passenger 450 


A3. 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  NARRAGUAGUS  RIVER,  MAINE. 

The  approved  project  and  the  report  of  pro[?res8  of  the  work  up  to 
June  30, 1897,  will  be  foand  in  the  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for 
1898,  Part  I,  page  38. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  94,664.23.  No 
work  was  done.  The  expenditures  consisted  in  payment  for  work  under 
a  contract  completed  about  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1897. 

The  improvement  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Machias.  The  nearest  port  of 
entry  is  Machias.  The  nearest  light-house  is  Narraguagus  Light-Houae,  on  Pond 
Island. 

Money  statement, 

July  1, 1897,  halance  unexpended $5,26L17 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4,664.28 


July  1, 1898, halance  unexpended. 


696.94 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 5^  000. 00 

,  Amount  that  can  he  profitahly  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  90, 1900      5, 000. 00 
^  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 

For  improTement  above  Millbridge : 

Act  of  March  3, 1871 $12,000 

Act  of  Jane  10, 1872 10,000 

$22,000 

For  improvement  below  MiUbridfce : 

Act  of  Augnet  6, 1886 10,000 

ActofAngnst  11,1888 10,000 

Act  of  September  19, 1890 7,500 

Actof  Jiilyl3,1892 7,500 

Act  of  August  18, 1894 5,000 

Actof  June  3, 1896 5,000 

45,000 

Total 67,000 


COMMKRGIAL  STATISTICS. 

Beceipts  and  $hipmenU. 


Tons. 

1891 48,959 

1892 45,300 

1893 f 60.875 

1894 95,600 

1895 54,750 

1896 16,175 


1897 :  Tom. 

Coal 1,000 

Fish  and  salt 1,700 

Hardware  and  iron 300 

Lumber 12,000 

Miscellaneous 25, 000 

Stone  and  sili OH 1,500 

Total 41,500 


ArrivaU  and  departure*  in  calendar  year  1897. 

Steamers : 

Coastwise,  average  draft  9  feet 156 

Sailing  vessels : 

Foreign,  average  draft  8|  feet 4 

Coastwise,  average  draft  8^  feet 716 

Built^  tonnage  about  500 1 


A  4. 

BBEAKWATEB   FROM    MOUNT    DESERT   TO    PORCUPINE    ISLAND,    BAR 

HARBOR,  MAINE. 

The  approved  project  and  the  report  of  progress  of  the  work  np  to 
June  30, 1897,  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers  for 
1898,  Part  I,  page  38. 

The  expenditures  daring  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $34.63.  Ne  work 
was  done,  the  appropriation  being  exhausted. 

Bar  Harbor  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Frenchman  Bay.  The  nearest  port  of 
entry  is  Ellsworth.    The  nearest  light-house  is  on  Egg  Rock,  3^  mUes  distant.  - 

Money  statement. 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $544.03 

June  30, 1^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 34.63 

July  1,1888,  balance  unexpended 509.40 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existinff  project 250, 200. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  ex  peuded  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  100, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  witb  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  18t>6  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciTil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

£Na  98 52 
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APPKOPRIATION8. 

AngnBt  11, 1888 $60,000 

September  19,  1890 50,000 

July  13,  1892 50,000 

Acni8tl8,  1894 10,000 

Junes,  1896 .• 10,000 

Total 170,000 


COMMKRCIAL  STATISTICS. 

No  statement  of  tonnage  could  be  obtained,  but  there  has  been  no  g^eat  change  in 
the  coiulitionB. 
The  traffic  is  chiefly  the  transportation  of  passengers  and  supplies. 


As. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  HARBOR  AT  SULLIVAN  FALLS,  MAINE. 

The  approved  project  and  the  report  of  progress  of  the  work  to  Jane 
30, 1897,  will  be  foand  in  the  Keport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1898, 
Part  I,  page  39. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $4,834.11.  The 
operations  consisted  in  removing  a  portion  of  Hatchers  Bock  to  a  depth 
pf  10  feet  at  mean  low  tide  under  a  coutract  with  William  D.  Johnston. 
Work  was  commenced  in  August,  1897,  and  the  contract  was  completed 
during  the  following  October.  The  entire  quantity  of  ledge  removed  to 
the  specified  depth  was  about  415  cubic  yards,  removing  nearly  the 
entire  area  of  Hatchers  Kock  to  the  specified  depth. 

Snllivan  Falls  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Fienohman  Bay.  The  nearest  light- 
house is  Crabtree  Ledge  light  station. 

Money  statement. 

Jnly  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $5,000.00 

June  80,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4,834.11 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 165.89 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existinja^  project 30, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    30, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


Act  of  March  3, 1871 $10,000 

Act  of  June  10,  1872 25,000 

• $35,000 

Actof  June3, 1896 6,000 

Total 40^000 
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Contract  in  force  during  tkeJlBeal  yoair  onding  June  SO,  1898. 


No. 

Contraotor. 

Bate. 

Snl^aet 

Prioe 

per 

onMo 

yard. 

Date  of 
approTaL 

Beginning 
orwork. 

Szpliatlon. 

1 

WmiAm    D.  John- 
■ton,    PhiUdel- 
phia,  Pa. 

lCaj22,1887 

BemoTal 
ofladge. 

«18-48 

Jane  7,1897 

June  1,1897 

Hot.  80,1897 

ContrMt  oompleted* 


OOMMBBGIAL  STATISnOS. 


BoodipU  and  iM^pmenU. 


Tons. 
1896 61,290 


1897: 

Coal 190 

Granite  and  paying  blocks. . .  46, 600 
General  merohandue 1,600 


Tons. 


1897— Continued: 

Hay  and  grain 1,600 

Lumber  and  wood 1,000 

Total 50,790 


ArrivaU  and  departures  in  calendar  year  1897. 
Sailing  yeasels,  average  283  tons 


216 


A  6. 
IMPEOVEMENT  OF  UNION  RIVEH,  MAINE. 

The  approYed  project  and  the  report  of  progress  of  the  work  to  June 
30, 1897,  will  be  found  in  the  Beport  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers  for  1898, 
Part  I,  page  40. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $609.06.  The 
operations  consisted  in  dredging,  under  a  contract  with  Eastern 
Dredging  Company.  The  work  was  commenced  May  12. 1898,  and  by 
the  close  of  the  year  dredging  had  advanced  to  a  x)oint  aoout  3,000  feet 
firom  the  lower  end  of  the  dredged  channel  working  upstream,  but  a 
section  of  about  1,000  feet,  where  harder  material  was  encountered, 
was  not  down  to  grade. 

Union  River  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Frenchman  Bay.  The  nearest  lights 
house  is  Blue  HUl  Bay  Light. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897, balance  unexpended $16,000.00 

June  30y  189iB>  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 609.06 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 14,890.96 

July  1, 1898, ontstonding  liabilities ^ $125.00 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 13, 680. 00 

13,805.00 

July  1, 1898, balance  available «. 686.95 

(Amount  ^estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 130, 000. 00 
Amount  tnat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  June  30, 1900    60, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 

July  11, 1870 $15,000 

March  S,  1871 15,000 

$80,000 

Jiin69,1886 15,  two 

Total 45,000 


Abtiraet  offropo§dlfar  dredgif^f,  July  £2, 1897, 


No. 


BUUtar. 


45,000  oobio 
yard* 

(price  per 
eabio  yard, 
■oowmeas- 

orement). 


Saatam  I>redgiBg  Oo^  Beaton,  MaM 


OmiM. 


|tl,000 


Bid  n^eoted  as  being  too  high. 

Ahsiraet  of  propoBolfcr  dredffif^f,  Augu$t  $6, 1897* 


No. 

Bidder. 

• 

45,000  onbio 
yarda 

(prioe  per 
cnbio  yard, 
soowmeaa- 

nranent). 

AmooAt. 

1 

EaRtem  Predeinf  Co..  Bosteii.  Maaa 

OtntM. 
88 

W.IOI 

Contract  made  with  Eastern  Dredging  Company,  September  20, 1897. 


Coniraet  inforoe  duriftg  iheflBodl  year  endif^  June  SO,  1898. 


No. 


Oontraotor. 


Eaatem   Dredging 
Co.,  Boston,  Mats. 


Date. 


Sept  20. 1807 


SnltJeot. 


Dredging 
channel. 


Priee 

per 

cnbic 

yard. 


OenU. 
88 


Date  of  i^ 
proTaL 


Get    6,1887 


Beginning  of 
work. 


May  18,1806 


Oct    13,1888 


OOHMBBGLAL  STATISTICS. 

BeoeipU  and  BhipmenU. 


Tons. 
1896 64,000 


1897: 

Bricks 500 

Coal 3,000 

Cement  and  lime 200 

Fish '  200 

General  merchandise 5, 000 


1897— Continued.  Tens. 

Hardware  and  iron 200 

Lumber,  staves,  shingles,  etc .  45, 0(K) 

Powder 10 

Roofing  gravel 2(.i0 

Wood 3,375 


Total 57,686 


Arrivali  and  depi^riures  in  calendar  year,  1897. 


Sailinff  vessels,  average  draft,  10^  feet,  average  tonnage,  150 

Steamboat  line  established  between  Union  River  and  Rockland: 


500 


Steamer,  161  tons 1 

Steamer,  132  tons 1 

Steamer,  71  tons 1 
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A7. 

IMPBOYEMEKT  OF  BAQADUCE  BIVEB,  MAINE. 

The  approved  project  and  the  report  of  progress  of  the  work  to  June 
30, 1897,  will  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers  for  1898, 
Part  I,  page  40. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $4,765.34.  The 
ox>erations  consisted  in  removing  bowlders,  under  a  contract  with 
Robert  H.  Rogers.  The  work  was  commenced  during  the  latter  part 
of  August.  The  contract  was  completed  on  the  5th  of  the  following 
October,  when  446.7  tous  of  bowlders  had  been  removed  from  the 
channel  at  Winslows  Island. 

The  improTement  is  in  the  coUeetion  dietriot  of  Castine.  The  nearest  port  of 
entry  is  Castine,  at  the  month  of  the  river.    The  nearest  light-honse  is  at  Dice  Head. 

Money  statement. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $4,973.16 

June  30, 1896,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4,765.34 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 209.82 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 24, 875. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30, 1900    24, 875. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections'S  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 


APPBOPBIATIONS. 

August  11, 1888 $3,000 

September  19, 1890 4,000 

July  13, 1802 5,000 

August  18, 1894 5,000 

June  3, 1896 5,000 

Total - 22,000 


Ah$traei  of  proposal  for  removing  hoiolders,  July  HI,  1897. 


No. 

Bidder. 

Approximate 

qnantity,  100 

tons  (prioe 

per  ton). 

Amoant 

1 

Bob«rt  H.  BoMn.  Flttttobars.  K.  Y -. 

$9.87 

i987.00 

Contract  made  with  Robert  H.  Rogers,  September  7, 1897. 


Coniraci  in  force  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1898. 


So. 

Contrsotor. 

Date. 

Subject. 

Prioe 
per 
ton 
for  re- 
mov- 
ing 
bowl- 
ders. 

Date  of  ap- 
pn^al. 

Beginning 
oiwork. 

XzpiratiOB. 

1 

Bobert  H.  Bocers, 
PlAttabnrcH.Y. 

Sept.  7, 1897 

RemoTing 
bowlders. 

$9.87 

Oct  0,  1887 

Aug.  88, 1887 

KoT.  88,1887 

Contract  completed. 
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OOMMEBCIAL  BTATISTIC8. 

BeeeipU  amd  thipmenU, 


Tons. 

1891 41,300 

1892 46,100 

1893 49,300 

1894 67,850 

1895 85,900 

1896 78,050 


1897: 

Bricks 7,300 

Coal 2,500 

Cotton 300 

Farm  produce 350 


1897 — Continued. 

Fish 300 

Grain 11,000 

General  merchandise 25, 000 

Granite 5,000 

loe 450 

Lumber  and  cooperage    16, 200 

Lime,  cement,  etc 12, 000 

Phosphate 200 

Wood 6,000 


Total 86,600 


Arrivals  and  departures  in  calendar  year  1897. 

Steamers  drawing  lOfeetor  more,  500  to  1,500  tons 400 

Steamers  drawing  less  than  10  feet,  5  to  250  tons 1,000 

Sailing  yessels  drawing  lOfeet  ormore,  150  to  400  tons 180 

Sailing  vessels  dra wine  less  than  10  feet,  5  to  150  tons 500 

Steam  tags  plying  on  uie  river 1 

Most  of  the  foregoing  includes  receipts  and  shipments  at  Castine,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river. 


A  8. 

mPEOVEMENT  OF  PENOBSCOT  EIVEE,  MAINE. 

The  approved  project  and  the  report  of  progress  of  the  work  to  June 
30, 1897,  will  be  found  in  the  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1898, 
Part  ly  page  41. 

The  expenditures  daring  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $1,017.14.  No 
work  was  done.  The  only  operations  consisted  in  an  examination  of  a 
wreck  daring  Kovember,  1897,  reported  as  an  obstraction  in  the  river 
near  Hampden. 

No  appropriation  is  asked  for  farther  work  under  the  present  project 
A  proposed  extension  of  the  project  is  contained  in  the  report  of  a 
recent  survey  in  the  vicinity  of  Bangor.  (House  Ex.  Doo.  No.  49, 
Fifty-first  Congress,  first  session.) 

Money  statemenU 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $io,  033. 14 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1^  017.  u 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 9,016.00 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 290, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  riyer  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

March  2, 1829  (for  survey) |300 

July  11,  1870  (at  Bangor  and  below) ' 15,000 

March  3,  1871  (at  Bangor  and  below) "**  50  000 

June  10. 1872 '"  40*000 

March  8, 1878 HH  ap|000 
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June  23, 1874 $20,000 

March  3,  1875  ($10,000  to  be  expended  at  or  near  Bncksport  Narrows) 26, 000 

August  14, 1876  ($4,000  to  be  expended  at  or  near  Bncksport  Narrows) 10, 000 

Jane  18, 1878  ($2,500,  or  so  much  thereof  as  necessary,  to  be  expended  at  or 

near  Bncksport  Narrows) *. 12,000 

March  3, 1879 6,000 

Jnly  5, 1884  (for  Bangpr  Harbor  and  Penobscot  River) 20, 000 

Angust  5, 1886  (for  widening  ehannel  at  Bangor  and  removing  obstructions 

near  Crosbys  Narrows) 15,000 

August  11,  1888  ($20,000  to  be  expended  between  Bangor  and  Crosbys  Nar- 
rows and  $30,000  between  Bncksport  and  Winterport) 50,  (X)0 

September  19,  1890  (for  continuing  improvement  and  for  dredging  near 

Sterne's  miU) 25,000 

July  13, 1892 40,000 

Total 348,300 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 


BeceipU  and  ihipmenU, 


Tons. 

1891. 931.780 

1892 714,^35 

1893 565,887 

1894 750,313 

1896 617,859 

1896 715,911 


1897: 

Brimstone 2,520 

Bricks 1,640 

Coal 172,683 

Fertilizer  and  plaster  rock ...  4, 326 

Flour,  grain,  and  feed 20, 336 

General  merchandise 29, 500 

Hay  and  wood 8,000 


1897— Continued.  Tons. 

Iron,  castings,  etc 1, 232 

Ice 211.136 

Lime  and  cement 3, 214 

Lumber 284,035 

Molding    sand  and   potters 

clay 3,580 

Oil 6,500 

Paving   stone,  granite   and 

slate 12,000 

Salt 1,002 

Spool  wood  and  shocks 23, 723 

Wood  pulp  and  paper 5, 271 

Total 790,698 


Arrivah  and  departures  in  calendar  year  1897, 

Foreign: 

Steamships  drawing  over  20  feet,  1,000  to  2,000  tons 28 

Sailing  vessels  ^ , 49 

Coastwise : 

Steamers* 968 

Sailing  vessels  • 3,341 

Total 4,386 


Ag. 

mPROYEMENT  OF  HARBOR  AT  ROCKLAND,  MAINE. 

The  approved  project  and  the  report  of  progress  of  the  work  to  June 
30, 1897,  will  be  found  in  the  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1898, 
Part  I,  page  42. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $30,565.35.  The 
operations  during  the  fiscal  year  consisted  in  the  extension  of  the  break- 

*  Draft  and  tonnage  not  known.  Collector  of  customs  states  that  many  of  the 
largeft  four-masted  schooners  alloat  bring  cargoes  to  the  city  of  Bangor. 
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water,  under  contract  with  Charles  H.  Souther,  which  was  in  progress 
at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  1897.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1898 
the  contractor  has  deposited  73,950  tons  of  stone,  rather  less  than  one- 
quarter  of  the  total  quantity  covered  by  his  contract.  The  completed 
section  of  the  breakwater  has  been  extended  out  to  a  point  2,990  feet 
from  the  shore. 

In  April,  1898,  proposals  were  opened  for  dredging  and  also  for 
removal  of  the  two  groups  of  ledges  which  obstruct  the  harbor,  or,  in 
other  words,  for  all  the  work  covered  by  the  project,  except  the  break- 
water, which  was  already  under  contract.  The  lowest  bidders  for  the 
dredging  were  Moore  &  Wright,  of  Portland,  Me.,  at  14  cents  per  cubic 
yard,  place  measurement;  and  for  removing  ledges  (covering  about 
30,000  cubic  yards),  Dunbar  &  Sullivan,  of  Buffalo,  K  ¥•,  at  $6.75  per 
cubic  yard  for  Ledges  A,  B,  and  O  (about  11,000  cubic  yards)  and 
$6.25  per  cubic  yard  for  Ledges  D  and  E  (about  19,000  cubic  yards). 
Both  of  these  bids  were  accepted,  but  no  work  has  yet  been  done. 

The  amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project  is 
predicated  upon  the  original  estimate  and  subsequent  appropriations. 
At  present  contract  rates  this  amount  will  be  very  much  reduced,  and 
taking  into  account  the  appropriation  of  $300,000  for  this  work  carried 
in  the  sundry  civil  act  of  July  1, 1898,  suificient  funds  are  now  available 
for  expenditure  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900.  For  this  rea- 
son no  appropriation  is  asked  for  that  fiscal  year.  It  is  not  probable 
that  such  appropriation  would  be  needed,  even  if  work  had  to  be  read- 
vertised  and  let  at  higher  rates;  but  if  such  should  be  the  case,  a  report 
of  the  fact  will  be  promptly  submitted.  ^ 

Rockland  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Waldoboro.  There  is  a  light  on  the  end 
of  the  breakwater. 

Money  statement. 

July  1,  1897,  balance  nnexpended $374,999.52 

Amount  appropriated  by  sundry  oivil  act  approved  July  1, 1898 300, 000. 00 

674, 999. 62 
June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 30,5^.35 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 644,434.17 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities $2,907.06 

July  1,  1898,  amount  covered  by  existing  contracts 181, 479. 36 

184,386.41 

Jnlyl,  1898,  balance  available 460,047.76 

r  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 110, 60D.  00 

\  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
t     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


June  14, 1880 $20,000 

August  2,  1882 40,000 

July  5,  1884 40,000 

Augusts,  1886 22,500 

August  11, 1888 30,000 

September  19, 1890 37,500 

July  13,  1892 30,000 


August  18,  1894 $30,000 

June3,  1896 25,500 

June  4,  1897 850,000 

July  1,  1898 300,000 

Total 925,500 
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Abstract  of  prapo§aUfar  ledge  excavaUan,  April  9, 1898. 


No. 


Bidden. 


1 
3 

8 
4 
6 
6 
7 


CiiarlfM  W.  Johnston.  Philadelphia,  Pa 

Jonn  J.  FlUpatrick.  Plattsbarg,  N.  Y 

Isaac  T.  Brown,  New  York,  N.X 

WiUiamS.  White,  Bookland.  Me 

Glover  &  Spear,  Bookland,  Me 

Dunbar  &  Solliyan,  Bnfliido,  N.  Y 

P.  Sanford  Boea,  Incorporated,  Jersej  City,  N.  J 


Ledges  A,  B, 

andC, 
11,160  cnbio 

Tarda  in 

place  (prioe 

percabio 

yard). 


10.15 
8.88 

ao.oo 

12.60 
7.62 
0.75 
8.60 


Ledges  D 

and  iC  10,030 

oubio  yards 

in  place 

(nnoeper 

oobioyaid). 


10.75 

laoo 

18.00 

ia.60 

7.68 
6.26 
0.20 


Amonni. 


0287,666.00 
280,312.00 
666,640.00 
877,260.00 
228.006.40 
104,200.00 
271.608.70 


Proposal  of  Dunbar  &,  SnlllTan  accepted. 

Abstract  of  propoeaUfor  dredging  and  removing  bowldere,  April  9, 1898. 


Ka 


1 
2 
8 


Bidders. 


Charles  H.  Sonther,  Boston.  Maas 

Virginia  Dredgine  Co.,  lUcbtiiund,  Va 
Moore  Sl  Wright,  Portland,  Me 


471.288  cubic 
yards  dredg- 
ing (price 
per  cable  yard 
inplaoe). 


OenU, 


Bowlders  ex- 
ceeding 5 
tona  (prioe 
ton). 


06.00 
8.00 
6.00 


▲monnfc. 


184,242.87 
70,221.61 
66,080.04 


Contract  made  with  Moore  &  Wright,  May  16, 1898. 


List  of  contracts  in  force  during  the  fiscal  year  endimg  June  SO,  1898, 


Ho. 


Gontraotors. 


Charles  H.  Sonther, 
Boaton,  Maaa. 


Moore  A.  Wright, 
Portland,  Me. 


Date. 


May    4,1807 


May  16,1808 


Subject. 


Constmct* 
ing  break- 
water. 


Dredging. 


Bemoying 
bowlders. 


Prices. 


60.8c. 

ton 
for 

stone. 

140. 

iCio 
ard. 
per 
ton. 


en 


Date  of  ap- 
proval. 


May  24,1807 


June  8,1808 


Beginning 
oTwork. 


June  1,1887 


Jane  6,1886 


Expiration. 


June  80,1808 


Deo.     5, 


COMMBBOIAL  STATISTICS. 

Beoeipts  and  shipments. 


Tons. 

1891 433,760 

1892 626,806 

1893 638,506 

1894 609,853 

1895 615,830 

1896 580,295 


1897: 

Bricks,  cement  and  sand ....  30, 640 

Coal 58,400 

Fish  andsalt,etc 10,000 

Grain  and  flour 13,240 

Qeneral  merchandise 68^500 


1897— Continned:  Tons. 

Hay  and  straw 625 

Ice 5,500 

Lnmber  and  ship  timber 25, 340 

Lime 122,400 

on 687 

Stone 63,135 

Sawdnst  and  ashes 4,600 

Steel   rails,   ironwork,    and 

castings 2,026 

Wood  and  cooperage 200, 160 

Total 694,992 
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Arrivals  in  calendar  year  1897, 

SteamoTB: 

Coastwise,  400  to  1,500  tons  each 625 

Coastwise,  25  to  400  tons  each -. 2,148 

Coastwise,  under  25  tons  each 272 

Sailing  vessels : 

Foreign  (tonnage  not  stated) 362 

Coastwise  trade  (tonnage  not  stated ) i,025 

For  lefiige  only 1,120 


A  10. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CARVERS  HARBOR,  VINALHAVEN,  MAINE. 

Tbe  approved  project  and  tbe  report  of  progress  of  tiie  work  to  Jane 
30, 1897,  will  be  found  in  the  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  for  1898, 
Part  I,  page  44. 

Tbe  expenditures  during  tbe  fiscal  year  1898  were  $99670.95.  Tbe 
operations  consisted  in  dredging,  under  contract  with  Moore  &  Wright 
The  work  was  commenced  October  11, 1897,  and  the  contract  was  com- 
pleted on  the  8th  of  January,  1898,  when  60,000  cubic  yards  of  material 
bad  been  removed.  An  area  680  feet  wide  and  of  an  average  length  of 
about  600  feet,  at  tbe  lower  end  of  the  inner  harbor,  was  dredged  to 
the  projected  depth  of  16  feet  at  mean  low  tide.  No  work  has  be^ 
done  since. 

CarvoTB  Harbor  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Belfast.  The  nearest  lighthouse  is 
Heron  Neck. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $10,000.00 

June  30,  ISSJB,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 9, 670. 95 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 329.06 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 54, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30, 1900    54, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897, 


APPROPRIATION. 

Junes,  1896 $10,000 


Jhetraoi  of  proposaU  for  dredging,  July  fi,  1897, 


Xo. 


1 
s 


Bidden. 


Moore  &  Wright,  Portland.  Me  ... 
Charles  H.  Souther,  Boatoii,  Mass. 


75.000  cable 

yards  (price 

per  onbio 

yard 

measnrediii 

aoow). 


Cents, 


15 
17 


Amount. 


f 11. 890 
12,730 


Contract  made  with  Moore  &  Wright,  September  2, 18S7. 
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Can  trad  in  force  duHiif  iheJiiMl  year  ending  June  SO,  1898. 


Ho. 

Oontnotor. 

Date. 

Solijeot 

Price 

per 

onbio 

yard. 

Date  of  ap- 
proval. 

Beginning  of 
work. 

Expiration 

1 

Moor«  t,  Wright, 
Portland,  Me. 

Sept.  1, 1897 

Dredging. 

OenU, 
16 

Sept.  27, 1897 

• 

Nov.  18, 1887 

Feb.  23,  1888 

Contraot  completed* 


OOMMXRCIAL  STATISnCB. 


BeeeipU  and  ehipmenU, 


Tons. 
1896 63,078 


1897: 

Coal,  hay,  wood,  lam  bar,  and 

general  merchandise 9, 180 

Fiah,  salt,  ioe,  bait,  etc 10,000 


Tons. 
1897 — CQntinned. 

Lobsters 400 

Stone 44,124 


Total 63,704 


Arrivale  and  departuree  tn  calendar  year  1897. 

Sailing  yeseels : 

Draft  9  to  18  feet,  100  to  400  tons 182 

Draft  7  to  14  feet,  7  to  200  tons 518 

Sailing  vessels  and  boats,  draft  4  to  8  feet,  5  to  12  tons 100. 

Vessels  for  refuge 450 


A  XX. 

mPBOYEMENT  OF  GEORGES  RIYEB,  MAINE. 

The  approved  project  and  the  report  of  progress  of  the  work  to  June 
30, 1897,  will  be  tbund  in  the  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1898, 
Part  I,  page  45. 

The  expenditures  daring  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $9,728.62.  The 
operations  consisted  in  dredging,  under  a  contract  with  Hamilton  & 
Sawyer.  The  work  was  commenced  July  22, 1897,  and  the  contract  was 
completed  on  the  28th  of  the  following  September,  the  total  quantity 
of  material  removed  being  59,994  cubic  yards.  The  work  under  this 
contract  is  the  first  done  under  the  existing  project,  and  has  resulted 
in  giving  the  inll  depth  and  width  for  a  distance  of  about  2,100  feet  up 
from  the  16-foot  contour. 

Georges  Stver  is  in  the  oollection  district  of  Waldoboro.  The  nearest  light-honse 
is  FraiULlin  Island. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $10,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 9,728.62 

Jaly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 271.38 

(Amount  ^estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 20, 000. 00 

Amount  tnat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  20, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 
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APPROPRIATION. 

Aotof  JnneS,  1886 $10,000 


Coniraet  in  force  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1898, 


No. 


Cod  tractor. 


HuDfltan  &  Saw- 
yer, Portland,  Me. 


Date. 


May    d,1897 


Sobjeot. 


Dredglnff 
channel. 


Price 

per 

cubic 

yard 

8COW 

meaa* 
nze. 


Cmte. 
14.7 


Date  of  ap- 
proval. 


May  20,1887 


Beginning  of 
work. 


July  20,1887 


Ezpiratloa. 


Get.    20,1887 


Contract  completed. 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 

ReoeipU  and  ehipmenU, 


Tons. 


1896 45,875 


1897: 

Bricks 900 

Coal 7,000 

CemeDt  and  fl^neral  mercliaD- 
dise  1,600 


Tona. 


1897 — Continued. 

Farm  prodacts  and  grain ....     1, 150 

Lime 31,200 

Wood 22,500 

Total 64,250 


Arrivals  and  departures  in  ealendar  year  1897, 

Sailing  vessels,  coastwise : 

Drawing  10  feet  or  more,  average  360  ions 830 

Drawing  lees  than  10  feet,  76  to  350  tons 30 

Sailing  vessels,  foreign,  average  100  tons 32 

Barges,  25  to  50  tons 40 

Vessels  in  prooess  of  oonstmotion,  1,000  to  1,200  tons 2 


A  12. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  KENNEBEC  RIVER,  MAINE. 

The  approved  project  and  the  report  of  progress  of  the  work  to  June 
30, 1897,  will  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  fur 
1898,  Part  I,  page  45. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year,  1898,  were  $15,448.99.  The 
operations  consisted  in  dredging  Gages  Shoal,  near  Augusta,  under 
contract  with  Moore  &  Wright.  Work  was  commenced  September  29, 
1897,  and  was  in  progress  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  the  contract 
being  nearly  completed.  This  is  the  last  work  to  be  done  under  tiit 
existing  project  and  will  complete  it  unless  new  conditions  develop. 

No  further  appropriation  is  asked  for  the  present. 

The  improvement  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Bath,  of  which  Bath  is  the  port 
of  entry.  Fort  Popham  and  the  light-hoose  on  Pond  Island  are  near  the  moaui  of 
the  river. 
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JfofMy  statement 

July  1, 1897,  iMdanoe  unexpended <i$62,244.57 

June  SOy  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 15, 448. 99 

July  1,1896,  balanoe  unexpended 86,795.58 

Jnly  1, 1898,  ontBtanding  liabilities $1,921.92 

July  1, 1898^  amount  oovered  by  nncompleted  oontraots 7, 851. 60 

9,778.52 

July  1, 1898,  balanoe  available '. 27,022.06 

r  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 58^  600. 00 

\  Submitted  in  compliance  witb  requirements  of  sections  2  of  riyer  and 
[    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867. 


.^PROPRIATIOHS. 


Maroh2,1827 $4,000 

March  19, 1828 3,500 

April28.1830 5,000 

August  80, 1852 6,000 

June  23,1666 20,000 

March  2,1867 30.000 

AprU  10,1869 14,850 

July  11, 1870 15,000 

March8,1871 15,000 

June  10, 1872 8,000 

March3  1873 12,000 


June 28. 1874 $12,000 

March^l875 15,000 

March  3, 1881 10,000 

August  11, 1888 75,000 

September  19, 18J0 50,(i00 

July  13,  1^92 100,000 

Augustl8,  1894 50,000 

Junes,  1886 55,000 

•  Total 500,350 


Ab9traet  of  prapoiaUfar  dredging  and  removimg  Innolders,  July  tl,  1898, 


Ko. 


1 

2 


Bidden. 


Bobert  H.  Rogen,  PUttoburiE,  V.  Y. 
Moon  k,  Wright,  PorUand,  Mo 


45,000  enbio 

yards  (Gagea 

Shoal),  pnoe 

per  cable 

yardmeaa- 

aredinaeow. 


OenU. 


75 


Bemovliif 

bowldera, 

price  per 

ton. 


$10 
10 


Amoanti 


$38,760 


All  bids  rejected  as  being  too  high. 


Ahetrtui  of  propoBaUfor  dredging  and  removing  lowldere,  Anguit  te,  1898, 


Vo. 

Btddera. 

46,000  ovbio 

yardafGagea 

8hoal),price 

per  ouble 

yardmeaa* 

nied  in  aoow. 

BemoTlng 

bowlders, 

price  per 

ton. 

Amonnt. 

1 

MooTO  A  Wrlffbt  Portlaod,He 

CenU. 

40 

$10 

$15,000 

Contract  made  with  Moore  &  Wright,  October  25,  1897. 


a  Differs  from  last  year's  report  by  $2.02,  being  amount  of  Treasury  settlement  for 
telegrams,  made  in  December,  1896. 
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Contract  in  force  during  thejiioal  year  ending  June  SO,  1898. 


No. 


Oontraotor. 


Moore  it  Wright, 
Portland,  Me. 


Date. 


Oct  26, 1887 


8vti)eot 


Dredgfaic 
ohannd 
atGagee 
StaMl. 

Removlxig 
bowl- 
ders. 


Prioea. 


40  oeats 
per  en* 
oio  yd. 

flO  per 
ton. 


Bate  of  ap- 
proral. 


KoT.4,1887 


Beginning 
of  work. 


Koy.8,1807 


Aiic.S,iaaB 


COMMEBdAI*  STATISnOB. 

Beoeipte  amd  ehipmente. 


Tons. 

1891 1,210,474 

1892 1,263,146 

1893 970,938 

1894 1,207,966 

1895 1,162,973 


1897: 

Bricks 

Colli 

Cement  and  plaster. . 
General  nierchandise 
Grain  and  hay 


1,462 

85,044 

270 

9,130 

.  602 


1897— Continued. 

Iron,  machinery  and  cast- 

inffs 

Ice.?! 

Lime  and  fertilizers 

Lumber  and  ship  timbers. 

Molding  sand 

Btone 

Bait 

Sulphur,  alum,  and  paper. 
Wood 


1,691 

481,000 

2,293 

63,880 

880 

25,000 

600 

2,001 

2,138 


Total 665,991 


Arrivals  and  departures  in  calendar  year,  1897. 

Coastwise: 

Steamers,  about  1,600  tons  each 665 

Steamers,  about  100  tons  and  less  each 606 

Sailing  vessels,  average  400  tons  each S,492 

Foreign : 

Sailing  vessels,  average  400  tons  each 125 

Total 4,787 

Tugs  plying  on  the  river 16 

Ferryboats  plying  on  the  river 2 

Vessels  built  during  the  year,  tonnage  5,155 7 


A  13. 

IMPBOVEMENT  OF  SASANOA  BIVEB,  MAINE. 

The  approved  project  and  the  report  of  progress  of  the  work  to  June 
30, 1897,  will  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  for  1898, 
Part  I,  page  46. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898,  were  $11,548.62.  The 
operations  consisted  in  removal  of  ledge  at  Upper  Hell  Gate,  dredging 
a  small  shoal  at  Garletons  Ledges,  and  erecting  a  beacon  on  the  jetty 
at  Oamp  Ground. 

Removal  of  ledge  at  Hell  Gate,  under  contract  with  Robert  H.  Rogers, 
which  was  in  progress  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  was  completed 
early  in  March,  1898,  about  796  cubic  yards  of  materia  being  removed. 
Tlie  small  shoal  at  Garletons  Ledges  was  removed  during  September, 
1897,  the  quantity  of  material  removed  being  955  cubic  yards.  A  beacon 
on  the  end  of  the  jetty  at  Oamp  Ground  was  constructed  during  Novem- 
ber, 1897. 
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The  project  is  completed. 

The  im^rovemeBt  is  in  the  ooUeotion  distriot  of  Bath.    The  nearest  light-honae  is 
on  Hendncks  Head. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnezpended $18,560.98 

June  30, 189B,  amount  expended  during  flsoal  year 11,548.82 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 7,013.81 


APPBOPBIATTON0. 


July  11, 1870 $10,000 

March  3,^871 6,600 

June  18,  1878 17,000 

JuneU,  1880 7,000 


March  8, 1881 16,000 

Junes,  1896 19,000 

Total 64,500 


Ahsiraoi  ofpr<>po»alfar  dredging,  July  gl,  1897. 


No. 

Bidder. 

S,000  oublo 

yards  (price 

per  cubic 

yard,  scow 

measure). 

Amount. 

1 

Mooro  A  Wrightt  P<nrtland,  Me 

Offitt. 

$500 

Bid  rejected  as  being  too  high. 


Abstract  of  proposal  for  dredging,  AngneitS,  18S7* 


Ka 

Bidder. 

2,000  oublo 

yards  (price 

per  cubic 

yard,  soow 

measure). 

Amount. 

1 

Moore  ft  Wrlfbt.  Portland.  Me. 

OenU. 

$500 

« 

Contract  made  with  Moore  Sl  Wright,  September  30, 1897. 


lAet  of  contracts  in  force  during  thefiseal  year  ending  June  SO,  1898* 


Ko. 

Contractors. 

Date. 

SulilJeot. 

Price 

per 

oubio 

yard. 

Date  of  ap- 
provaL 

Beginning  of 
work. 

Expiration. 

•  1 
a2 

Bobert  H.  Bqgers, 
Plattsburg.N.Y. 

Moore  &  Wrigbt, 
Portiaad,  Me. 

M«y   8,1897 
Sept.  30, 1807 

Exoaya- 
tion  of 
ledge. 

Dredging . 

$10.48 
.25 

May  20, 1897 
Oct.    0,1897 

May    1,1897 
Oct.    4, 1897 

May  81,]806 
Deo.     4,1887 

#  Contract  complete4. 
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OOmiXROIAL  STAHSTICS. 

It  was  impraotioftbleto  obtain  complete  oommercial  statistics  for  the  river.    The 
following  information  has  been  famished  by  the  Eastern  Steamboat  Company : 

Passengers  and  fireight  steamers  plying  on  the  river 8 

Passengers  carried,  about 45,000 

Amount  of  freight tons..     1,500 

Trips  between  Bath  and  Boothbay,  daily 14 

A  large  number  of  steam  yachts  use  this  river. 


A  14. 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  PORTLAND  HARBOR,  MAINE. 

The  approved  project  and  the  report  of  proj^ress  of  the  work  to  June 
30, 1897,  will  be  found  in  the  Beport  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers  for 
1898,  Part  I,  page  47. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $56,088.05.  The 
operations  consisted  in  dredging,  under  a  contract  with  George  M.  Val- 
entine &  Co.,  for  doing  all  the  work  covered  by  the  present  project 
The  first  dredging  was  done  July  2, 1897,  and  by  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  there  had  been  removed  608,462  cubic  yards  measured  in  place. 
By  the  removal  of  this  quantity  of  material  an  area  in  the  front  harbor 
in  front  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Wharves,  about  2,100  feet  long  and  700 
feet  wide,  was  dredged  to  the  depth  of  30  feet  at  mean  low  tide.  In 
Back  Cove  the  channel  was  dredged  to  its  full  dimensions  except  in  tbe 
upper  portion  where  shoaling  has  occurred,  and  which  is  now  being 
redredged. 

The  amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project  is 
predicated  upon  the  original  estimate  and  subsequent  appropriations. 
At  present  contract  rates  this  amount  will  be  very  much  reduced  and 
taking  into  account  the  appropriation  of  $200,000  for  this  work  carried 
in  the  pnndry  civil  act  of  July  1, 1898,  sufficient  funds  are  now  available 
for  expenditure  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900.  For  this  reason 
no  appropriation  is  asked  for  that  fiscal  year.  It  is  not  probable  that 
such  appropriation  would  be  needed  even  if  work  had  to  be  readver- 
tised  and  let  at  higher  rates;  but  if  such  should  be  the  case,  a  report 
of  the  fact  will  be  promptly  submitted. 

The  harbor  is  defended  by  Forts  Preble,  Gorges,  Scammel,  and  a  battery  at  Port- 
land Head.  There  is  a  light-house  on  the  breakwater  and  one  at  Portland  Head,  3 
miles  distant  from  the  city.  The  harbor  is  in  the  collection  district  of  PortlAod  and 
Falmouth,  of  which  Portland  is  the  port  of  entry. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  onexpended $368,560.43 

Amount  appropriated  by  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1, 1898 2200, 000. 00 

568, 560. 43 
June  90, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 56,088.05 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 512,472.38 

Julyl,  1898,  outstanding  liabiUties $6,741.46 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 467, 182. 29 

473,923.75 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 38,548.63 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 460, 000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  I666  and  1867. 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 

Jnlyi,  1896,  for  breakwater $10,000.00 

March  8,  1837,  for  breakwater 25,000.00 

July?,  1838,  for  breakwater 26,366.00 

June  2^,  1866,  for  extending  breakwater,  bat  unexpended  balance  made 
available  for  excavating  middle  ground  by  joint  resolution  of  June  5, 

1868 105,111.05 

July  11,  1870,  for  improving  harbor 10,000.00 

March  3,  1871,  for  improving  harbor 40,000.00 

June  10,  1872,  for  improving  Portland  Harbor  and  Back  Bay 45, 000. 00 

March  3, 1873,  for  improving  harbor 50,000.00 

June  23,  1874,  for  improving  harbor 20,000.00 

March  3,  1875,  for  improving  harbor 20,000.00 

March  3, 1881,  for  improving  harbor 20,000.00 

August  2, 1882,  for  improving  harbor 35,000.00 

July  5, 1884,  for  improving  harbor 30,000.00 

Augusts,  1886,  for  improving  harbor 30,000.00 

Augusts,  1886,  for  Back  Cove 26,250.00 

August  11,  1888,  for  improving  harbor 40, 000. 00 

Aagust  11, 1888,  for  Back  Cove 25,000.00 

September  19,  1890,  for  improving  harbor 40, 000. 00 

September  19, 1890,  for  Back  Cove 25,000.00 

July  13,  1892,  for  improving  harbor 30,000.00 

July  13,  1892,  for  Back  Cove 20,000.00 

August  18,  1894,  for  Back  Cove 20,000.00 

June  3, 1896 20,000.00 

June  4, 1897 350,000.00 

July  1,1898 200,000.00 

Total 1,262,727.05 


Contract  in  force  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1898 » 


Ko. 

Contractor. 

Date. 

•• 

SaltJect. 

Price 
per 

cubic 

yard 
in 

place. 

Date  of  ap- 
proval. 

Beginning  of 
work. 

Expiration. 

1 

Geo.  M.  Valentine 
&  Co.,  New  York, 

N.Y. 

Jane  4,1897 

Dredging/ 

CmtM. 

a9. 98\ 
620/ 

1 

Jane  22, 1897 

Jane   1,1897 

Fixed  by 
rate    of 
progress 
prescrib- 
ed in  the 
contract. 

a  Plan  B  and  Back  Coye. 


6  For  29  foot 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 


Beceipte  and  ehipments 


1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 : 

Apples  and  citrous  fruits. 

Bacon,  flour,  and  provisions 

Bricks,  stone,  molding 
sand,  and  clay 

Coal  and  wood 

Cattle  on  hoof 

Cement,  lime  and  pipe,  etc. 

Cotton  and  sisal 

BNO  98 53 


Tons. 
1, 368, 237 
1, 376, 815 
1, 432, 805 
1, 214, 887 
1, 339, 064 
1, 357, 575 

1,"466 
60,845 

27,177 
558, 971 

1,504 
19, 078 

4,634 


1897— Continued. 

Cooperage  and  lumber,  etc. 

Fish  and  salt 

General  merchandise  and 

dry  goods 

Qrain,  feed,  and  hay 

Ice 

Iron,  lead,  machinery,  and 

tin 

Molasses  and  sn^ar 

Oils,  paints,  brimstone, 

china  clay,  and  printing 

paper  


Tons^ 
73, 751 
57,485 

300,555 

112, 793 

15,000 

1,161 
17,197 


75,227 


Total 1,326,844 
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Steamers : 

Coastwise,  drawing  12  to  18  feet,  average  1,200  tons 793 

Coastwise,  drawing  8^  feet,  average  210  tons 200 

Coastwise,  drawing  9^  feet,  average  150  tons 810 

Coastwise,  drawing  6  feet,  average  42  tons 360 

Foreign,  drawing  18  to  25  feet,  average  3,000  tons 73 

Foreign,  drawing  12  to  18  feet,  average  1,200  tons 333 

For  refuge 50 

Bailing  vessels : 

Foreign,  drawing  10  to  16  feet,  250  to  1,000  tons 181 

Coastwise,  drawing  10  to  16  feet,  250  to  1,000  tons 284 

Coastwise,  drawing  about  10  feet^  average  800  tons 2, 000 

Coastwise,  drawing  less  than  10  feet,  average  150  tons 1, 500 

For  refuge 1,200 

Coastwise,  drawing  12  to  18  feet,  over  1,000  tons 79 


A  15. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  SACO  RIVER,  MAINE. 

The  approved  project  and  the  report  of  progress  of  the  work  to  June 
30, 1897,  will  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1898, 
Part  I,  page  49. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $7,030.91.  The 
operations  consisted  in  raising  the  shore  end  of  the  breakwater  on  the 
north  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  river,  under  contract  with  Gteorge  Wil- 
lett  Andrews.  The  work  was  commenced  about  the  last  of  August, 
1897,  and  was  completed  on  the  11th  of  the  following  December.  The 
total  quantity  of  stone  furnished  was  5,200  tons,  with  which  the  break- 
water was  brought  to  the  full  section  for  a  distance  of  750  feet.  The 
only  other  work  proposed  for  the  completion  of  this  project  will  be  any 
needed  repairs  to  the  jetty  on  the  south  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

Saco  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Saco,  Me.,  of  which  Saoo  is  the  port  of  entry. 
The  nearest  light-house  is  on  Wood  Island. 

Money  statement, 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $10,376.55 

June  30, 1898,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 7^  030. 91 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 3,345.64 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 52, 500. 00 

1  Amount  that  can  boprofitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900      5]  OOo!  00 
]  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
^    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jane  4,  18i^. 


APPROPBIATIONS. 


March  2,  1827,  for  pieiB,  bnoys,  and  removing  obstructions  at  and  near 

entrance «y  ^f^i^ 

June  23  18^  for  repairing  piers ".'.'//."/.:::  40^000 

Maron  2, 1867,  for  improving  river 4q  qqq 

A^^^i^A^^Q^A^?''™^'*'''''?^"''^"' "'.■.■///.r.  20;  000 

April  10, 1869,  for  improving  river 22  275 

July  11, 1870,  for  improving  river I''li W 000 

March  3, 1871,  for  improving  river IIIII!.  l^ 000 

June  10, 1872,  for  improving  river iR^rvvt 

July  5. 1884,  for  breakwater i2»JJK 

August  5, 1886,  for  breakwater JyS« 

August  5, 1886,  for  improving  river lo'SS 

August  11, 1888,  for  breakwater to  SS 

August  11, 1888,  for  improving  river 10  000 
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September  19, 1890,  for  improTinp:  river,  iuclndinff  breakwater  and  jetty $65, 000 

Jaly  13, 1892,  for  improving  river,  including  bresuL water 25, 000 

August  18, 1894,  for  improving  river,  including  breakwater 10, 000 

June  3, 1896,  for  improving  river,  including  breakwater 10, 000 

Total 341,775 


Ahsiraoi  of  proposaU  for  raiHiig  inner  end  of  breakwater,  July  21,  1897. 


Ko. 


1 
2 


Bidders. 


Hamilton  &  Clearea,  Portland,  Me 

George  Willett  Andrews,  Biddeford,  Me 


4,000  tons 
stone 

(price  per 
ton). 


$2.48| 
1.01 


Amount. 


$9,940 
4,040 


Contract  made  with  George  Willett  Andrews^  September  3, 1897. 


Contract  in  force  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1898. 


No. 

Contractor. 

Date. 

Snbjeot. 

Price 

per  ton 

for 

stone. 

Date  of  ap- 
proval. 

Beginning 
or  work. 

Expiration. 

1 

George  Willett  An- 
drews, Biddefurd, 
Mo. 

Sept.  3, 1897 

Kaising 
inner  eud 
of  break- 
water. 

$1.01 

Oct.   1,1897 

Aug.  23, 1897 

Dec.  11,1897 

Contract  completed. 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 


Beoeipte  and  ehipmenie. 


Tons. 

1891 49,765 

1892 47,108 

1893 59,765 

1894 47,350 

1895 62,129 

1896 46,956 


1897:  Tons. 

Bricks 5,920 

Coal 35,564 

Iron  300 

Molding  sand 340 

Hoofing 90 

Total 42,214 


Arrivals  and  departures  in  calendar  year  1897. 
Sailing  vesselB,  coastwise,  average  draft  llf  feet,  average  247  tons 


128 


A  l6. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  COCHECO  RIVER,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  approved  project  and  the  report  of  progress  of  the  work  to  June 
30, 1897,  will  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1898, 
Part  I,  page  50. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $6,800.28.  The 
operations  consisted  in  excavating  the  channel  through  the  ledge  in 
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the  Lower  IN^arrows,  under  contract  with  Simon  J.  Donovan.  Work 
was  continued  throughout  the  fiscal  year,  excepting  while  suspended 
for  climatic  reasons  during  the  winter,  and  about  535  cubic  yards  of 
ledge  have  been  removed.  The  work  was  still  in  progress  at  the  close 
of  the  fiscal  year  1898. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $U,7S2.3I 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 6,800.28 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 7,982.08 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities $553. 42 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 5, 715. 75 

6,269.17 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 1,712.86 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 105, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    50, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acta  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  dvil  aot  of  June  4,  1897. 


▲FPROPBIATIONS. 


July  4, 1836 $5,000 

March  3, 1837 5,000 

March  3, 1871 10,000 

June  10,1872 10,000 

March  3, 1873 10,000 

June23,1874 10,000 

March  3, 1875 25,000 

August  14, 1876 14,000 

June  18,1878 6,000 

AuguBt2,1882 28,000 


July  6, 1884 $28,000 

August  5,1886 10,000 

August  11,1888 9,000 

September  19, 1890 25,000 

July  13,1892 15,000 

August  18,1894 15,000 

June  3, 1896 15,000 

Total 240,000 


Contract  in  force  during  ihe  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1898, 


No. 

Contractor. 

Date. 

Snbjeot. 

Price 

per 

cubic 

yard. 

Date  of 
approvaL 

Beginning  of 
work. 

Expiration. 

1 

Simon  J.  Donovan, 
Winthrop,  Masa. 

May  10,1897 

Bemoval 
of  ledge. 

$7.60 

Jane  3,1887 

May    1,1887 

Sept.  30, 1806 

COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 


Beceipte  and  ehiptnente. 


Tons. 

1891 70,662 

1892 71,785 

1893 66,933 


INrna. 

1894 68,415 

1895 83,151 

1896 59,755 


No  statement  of  tonnage  could  be  obtained  for  calendar  year  1897. 
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A  17. 
HARBOR  OF  REFUGE  AT  LITTLE  HARBOR,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  approved  project  and  the  report  of  progress  of  the  work  to  Jane 
30, 1897,  will  be  fonud  in  the  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1898, 
Part  I,  page  51. 

The  expenditures  daring  the  fiscal  year  1898  were  $8,596.36.  The 
operations  consisted  in  dredging  and  in  repair  of  the  breakwater  at 
Jerrys  Point.  The  work  of  dredging,  which  was  in  progress  at  the 
close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  under  contract  with  Charles  H.  Souther, 
was  completed  on  the  14th  of  August,  1897,  the  total  quantity  of  mate- 
rial removed  under  the  contract  being  about  5]:,993  cubic  yards,  by 
which  the  anchorage  was  widened  about  85  feet. 

Under  the  contract  with  George  Willett  Andrews  the  repair  of  the 
breakwater  at  Jerrys  Point,  which  had  been  damaged  by  storms,  was 
commenced  during  December,  1897.  The  contract  has  not  yet  been 
finished,  although  the  work  is  nearly  completed. 

Portsmoath  is  the  nearest  port  of  entry.  There  are  defensive  works  at  Jerrys 
Point,  and  there  is  a  light  at  the  end  of  each  breakwater. 

Money  statement 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $10, 171.60 

Jnne  9d,  ISSJB,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 8, 596. 36 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,575.24 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabiUties $100.00 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 1, 277. 02 

1, 377. 02 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 198.22 


I    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 


AFPBOFRIATIONS. 


Augu8t5,1886 $10,000 

August  11, 1888 20,000 

September  19, 1890 40,000 

July  13, 1892 30,000 


Augustl8,1894 $10,000 

June  3, 1896 10,000 

Total 120,000 


Ahstraot  of  proposals  for  repairing  Jn^eaktoater,  July  SI,  1897 » 


"So. 


1 
3 
3 


Bidder. 


Wffliam  S.  White.  KooElaod,  Me 

Hamilton  Sl  Cleayee,  Portland,  Me 

George  Willett  Andrews,  Blddeford,  Me 


Replacing 
coping 

StUIU'H 


Widening 

break- 
water, 1,000 
tons  Atone 


(lamp sum).'  (price  per 
j       ton). 


$100 
952 
200 


$3.15 
2.58 
1.85 


Araonnt. 


$3,340 
3,532 
2,050 


Contract  made  with  George  Willett  Andrews,  September  3, 1897. 
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List  of  contracts  in  force  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1898, 


No. 

Contractor. 

Date. 

Sul^ect. 

Price. 

Date  of 
approval. 

Beginning  of 
work. 

Expiration. 

al 
2 

CbarleaH.  Souther, 
Boston,  Mass. 

George  Willett  An-] 
drewB,  Biddeford,) 
Me.                       J 

May  4,1897 
Sept  3. 1897 

Dredging. 

Widening 
break- 
water. 

Beplaoing 
coping 
stones. 

cl.85 
d200.00 

May  20, 1897 
loct.    6,1897 

July    1,1897 
Ang.23.1897 

Deo.      1,1897 
Jane  30,1898 

a  Contract  complet«d. 


6  Per  cubic  yard.  «Per  ton  stone.  tfLump  sum. 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 

This  harbor  is  used  chiefly  for  refuge,  there  being  no  commerce  belonging  to  it, 
and  very  little  thereat. 
The  following  information  has  been  received  from  the  keeper  of  the  life-saying 

station  at  that  locality : 

Tons. 

17  coasting  vessels,  average  draft  7  feet,  average  tonnage 90 

40  fishing  vessels,  average  draft  7  feet,  average  tonnage 35 

35  steam  yachts,  average  draft  7  feet,  average  tonnage 50 

40  sailing  yachts,  average  draft  7  feet,  average  tonnage 30 

A  large  number  of  fishing  boats  entered  Little  Harbor  for  refuge  daring  the 
calendar  year  1897. 


A  x8. 


BEMOVINQ  SUNKEN  VESSELS  OR  CRAFT  OBSTRUCTING  OR  ENDANGERING 

NAVIGATION. 

The  schooner  L,  Holway^  a  small  wooden  vessel,  was  sank  in  Narra- 
gangus  Bay  May  30, 1896.  The  wreck  was  an  obstruction  to  naviga- 
tion, and  in  August,  1896,  its  removal  was  authorized.  Mr.  Henry  M. 
Leighton,  of  Millbridge,  Me.,  undertook  to  removed  the  wreck  and 
destroy  it  for  the  sum  of  $160.  This  work  was  accomplished  during 
the  fiscal  year  1898.  The  total  cost  in  connection  with  this  wreck  has 
been  $260. 

The  wreck  of  the  schooner  Matilda^  a  small  wooden  vessel,  being  an 
obstruction  to  navigation  in  Deer  Island  Thoroughfare,  its  removal 
was  authorized  in  January,  1898.  The  work  was  advertised  and  a  con- 
tract made  with  William  S.  White,  of  Rockland,  Me.  At  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year  1898  the  wreck  had  been  partly  removed. 

The  schooner  Nevada^  a  small  wooden  vessel,  was  wrecked  in  Davis 
Strait  December  31,  1897.  During  a  storm  in  the  following  January 
the  wreck  floated  off  the  ledge  and  sunk  across  the  channel,  consti- 
tuting an  obstruction  to  navigation.  Its  removal  was  authorized  in 
February,  1898.  The  work  was  advertised  and  a  contract  made  with 
John  F.  Hamilton,  under  which  the  wreck  has  been  taken  up  and 
removed. 


APPENDIX   A ^BEFOBT   OF   MAJOB   HOXIE. 


839 


Abstract  of  proposals  for  removing  torech  of  schooner  Matilda,  March  SI,  1898. 


1 
2 
8 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


John  I*.  Hamilton,  Portland,  Me 

John  L.  Gross,  Stonington,  Me 

Scott  Gerer,  Stoninglon,  Me 

Philip  U.  Doyen.  Knijrhtsville,  Me 

D.  A.  Johnston,  New  York.  N.Y 

W.H.Simmons,  Bocklond,  Me 

Williams.  White,  Rockland,  Me 

John  L.  Mills,  Camden,  N.J 

James  R.  Roeern,  Plattsborg,  N.  Y 

Solon  S.  Andrews,  ti-orham.  Me 

Alfred  Sorensen,  Boston,  Moss 

William  H.  Virden  and  John  C.  Roa.^  Lewes,  Del. 


$500 
945 

1,000 
490 

1,200 
597 
475 

1,147 
869 
485 

1,200 
890 


Contract  made  with  William  S.  White,  May  9,  U9S. 

Abstract  of  proposals  for  removing  wreck  of  schooner  Xevada,  April  12,  1898, 


No. 


Bidders. 


Price. 


1 
2 
8 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


Charles  W.  Johnston,  Philadelphia,  Pa 

William  S.  Whit<>.  Rockland,  Me 

D.  A.  Johnston,  New  York,  N.  Y 

John  L.  Mills,  Camden,  N.J 

William  Harrison  Simmons,  Rockland,  Me. 

James  S.  Rosers,  Plattabnrg,  N .  Y 

Sulon  S.  Andrews,  Gorham.  Me 

John  F.  Hamilton,  Portlana,  Me 

PbiUp  H.  Doyen,  Knightsville,  Me 


8375 
475 
800 
947 
473 
533 
4(i6 
270 
619 


Contract  made  with  John  F.  Hamilton,  May  10,  1898. 


List  ofoontraete  in  force  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1898, 


Ko. 

Contractor. 

Date. 

SnttJeot. 

Price. 

Date  of 
approval. 

Beginning  of 
work. 

Expiration. 

1 

William  S.  White, 

May  9,1898 

Removing 

$475 

May  28, 1898 

Regulated 

80  da^s  after 

Rockland,  Me. 

wreck 
schooner 

by  time 
for  com- 

notice   o  f 
approval 
ofcontract. 

Matilda. 

pletion. 

a2 

John  F.  Hamilton, 

May  10, 1898 

Removing 
wreck 

270 

Jnne  2, 1898 

.....do 

Do. 

Portland,  Me. 

schooner 

t 

Nevada. 

a  Contract  completed. 


A  19. 

SURVEY   OF   UNION    RIVEE,    MAINE,    FOR   A   DEEPER    AND    BROADER 

CHANNEL. 

[Printed  in  Honse  Doc  No.  124,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.] 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

United  States  Army, 
Washington^  D.  C,  December  i,  1897. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  report  of  October 
22y  1897,  by  Miy.  K.  L.  Uoxie,  Corps  of  EngineerSi  ooucerning  a  survey 
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of  Union  Biver,  Maiue,  for  a  deeper  and  broader  channel,  under  require* 
ments  of  section  9  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896. 

Under  provisious  of  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3,  1896,  a  prelimi- 
nary examination  of  this  locality  was  made  by  Lieut.  Col.  A.  N.  Dam- 
rell,  Corps  of  Engineers,  report  concerning  which  was  submitted  to 
Gongress  and  printed  as  House  Doc.  ISTo.  6,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  first 
session. 

Major  Hoxie  states  that  he  agrees  with  that  officer  in  the  opinion 
that  the  field  work  of  additional  surveys  is  unnecessary,  the  ground 
having  been  fully  covered  by  a  survey  in  1890,  and  from  that  survey  it 
appears  that  the  sum  of  $225,000  is  required  to  secure  a  channel  100 
feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  at  low  tide  throup:h  the  bar  at  the  month  of 
the  river  and  through  the  narrows  below  Ellsworth,  increasing  to  150 
feet  in  width  in  front  of  the  wharves  at  Ellsworth.  This  estimate 
includes  the  construction  of  a  jetty  and  training  wall  (the  latter  to  be 
marked  with  three  rough  stone  beacons),  built  to  the  height  of  6  feet 
above  mean  high  wat^r,  to  preserve  the  channel  over  the  bar  after  the 
dredging  is  completed. 

Major  Hoxie  further  stafes  that  the  improvement  of  all  rivers  upon 
the  coast  of  Maine  is  more  or  less  interfered  with  by  the  practice  of 
throwing  mill  refuse  into  them,  and  that  in  this  connection  it  is  proper 
to  invite  attention  to  the  necessity  for  further  legislation  to  prevent  the 
deposit  of  mill  waste  and  other  refuse  in  these  rivers. 

The  division  engineer.  Col.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  Corps  of  Engineers,  in 
transmitting  the  report  to  this  office,  states  as  follows: 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  Colonel  Smith,  November  30,  1888,  Annual  Report, 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1890,  Part  I,  page  458,  and  the  report  of  Colonel  Damrell, 
January  30, 1897,  that  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  channel  arise  chiefly 
from  slabs  and  other  mill  refuse  which  are  deposited,  in  part,  in  the  river  above  the 
head  of  navigation,  to  which  section  6  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  September  19, 
1890,  does  not  apply.  As  these  deposits  in  the  higher  reaches  probably  receive  year 
by  ^ear  accumulations  from  the  original  sources,  it  is  evident  that  improvements 
which  may  be  made  by  dredging  in  the  navigable  sections  below  Ellsworth  will  be 
more  or  less  subject  to  deterioration  so  long  ns  the  General  Government  fails  to  pre- 
vent it  by  adequate  legislation.  Additional  legislation  is  therefore  necessary  to 
maintain  any  channels  which  may  be  improved. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  M.  Wilson, 
Brig,  Oen,j  Chief  of  Engineers^ 

U.  8.  Army. 
Hon.  B.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War. 


bepobt  of  ma  j.  b.  l.  hoxie,  oobps  of  engineebs. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Portland^  Me.,  October  22^  1897. 

Genebal:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers, I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  upon  survey  of 
Union  Eiver,  Maine,  provided  for  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June 
3, 1896: 

The  preliminary  examination  of  this  locality,  with  a  view  to  its 
improvement,  required  by  the  same  act,  was  made  under  the  direction 
of  my  predecessor,  Lieut.  Col..  A.  N.  Damrell,  and  report  submitted 
January  30, 1897,  which  was  published  as  House  Doc.  No.  6,  Fifty-fifth 
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GoDgress,  first  session.  I  agree  with  Colonel  Damrell  in  the  opinion 
that  the  field  work  of  additional  snrveys  is  unnecessary,  the  ground 
having  been  folly  covered  by  a  survey  made  in  1890,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Lieut.  Col.  Jared  A.  Smith,  of  which  the  maps  and  detailed 
estimates  are  now  on  file  in  this  ofBce,  the  report  having  been  published 
in  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  138^  Fifty-first  Congress,  first  session. 

From  these  surveys  it  appears  that  the  sum  of  $225,000  is  required 
for  a  channel  through  the  bar  at  the  moutli  of  the  river  100  feet  in 
width  and  6  feet  deep  at  low  tide,  and  through  the  narrows  below  Ells- 
worth, increasing  to  150  feet  in  width  in  front  of  the  wharves  at 
Ellsworth,  l^he  estimate  includes  the  construction  of  a  jetty  and  train- 
ing wall,  the  latter  to  be  marked  with  three  rough  stone  beacons,  built 
to  the  height  of  6  feet  above  mean  high  water,  to  preserve  the  channel 
over  the  bar  after  the  dredging  is  completed.  This  project  having 
been  presented  to  Congress  prior  to  the  recent  appropriation  of  $15,000 
in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  must  be  considered  the 
approved  project  for  the  improvement  of  Union  River,  although  the 
appropriation  of  $15,000  is  to  be  expended  in  dredging  under  the  terms 
of  the  act.  The  contraction  works  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  will  prob- 
ably maintain  the  channel  at  that  point,  but  the  annual  cost  of  main- 
tenan(;e  of  the  channel  through  the  narrows  and  in  front  of  Ellsworth 
can  not  yet  be  estimated. 

For  the  economical  prosecution  of  this  work  it  is  necessary  that  a 
Bufiicient  appropriation  should  be  made  to  justify  the  employment  of  a 
suitable  plant  for  doing  the  work  expeditiously  and  economically.  In 
this  connection  it  is  proper  to  invite  attention  to  the  necessity  for 
further  legislation  to  prevent  the  deposit  of  mill  waste  and  other  refuse 
in  rivers.  The  improvement  of  all  rivers  upon  the  coast  of  Maine  is 
more  or  less  interfered  with  by  the  practice  of  throwing  mill  refuse 
into  them;  and  while  there  has  been  a  change  for  the  better  in  this 
respect,  the  practice  continues,  sawdust  and  other  waste  being  thrown 
in  above  the  limit  of  navigation  and  finding  its  way  into  the  naviga- 
ble channel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  L.  HoxiE, 
Major ^  Corps  of  Engineers. 

Brig.  Gen.  Johiy  M.  Wilson, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8,  A. 

(Through  the  Division  Engineer.) 

[First  indorsement.] 
NOBTHBAST  DIVISION  EnGINEEB  OFFIOE, 

New  York,  October  28^  1897. 

Besx>ectfully  forwarded  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  Colonel  Smith,  November  30, 1888, 
Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1890,  Part  I,  page  458,  and 
the  report  of  Colonel  Damrell,  January  30, 1897,  that  the  obstructions 
to  the  navigation  of  the  channel  arise  chiefly  from  slabs  and  other  mill 
refuse  which  are  deposited,  in  part,  in  the  river  above  the  head  of  navi- 
gation, to  which  section  6  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  September  19, 
1890,  does  not  apply.  As  those  deposits  in  the  higher  reaches  probably 
receive  year  by  year  accumulations  from  the  original  sources,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  improvements  which  may  be  made  by  dredging  in  the  navi- 
gable sections  below  EUsworth  will  be  more  or  less  subject  to  deterio- 
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ration  so  long  as  the  GenBral  Government  fails  to  prevent  it  by  adequate 
legislation.    Additional  legislation  is  therefore  necessary  to  maintain 

any  channels  which  may  be  improved. 

•  ••«•«• 

G.  L.  Gillespie, 
Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers^  Division  Engineer. 


A  20. 

SURVEY  OF  BAGADUCE  RIVER,  LEADING  UP  TO  PENOBSCOT  VILLAGE, 

MAINE. 

[Pzinted  in  Hoase  Doo.  Ko.  144,  FifEy-iifth  Congrees,  second  Besaion.] 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

United  States  Army, 
Washington,  D.  C,  December  6\  1897. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  report  of  November 
23, 1897,  with  map  •  by  Maj.  R.  L.  Hoxie,  Corps  of  Engineers,  of  the  results 
of  a  survey  of  Bagaduce  River,  Maine,  leading  up  to  Penobscot  village, 
made  to  comply  with  requirements  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  Jane 
3,  1896. 

Penobscot  village  and  South  Penobscot  constitute  the  town  of  Penob- 
scot, situate  on  the  Northern  Bay  branch  of  Bagaduce  River,  and  a 
project  for  improvement  of  this  locality  by  securing  a  channel  100  feet 
wide  and  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  Bridges  Point  to  Bowdeu's 
wharf.  South  Penobscot,  adopted  in  1890,  is  now  being  carried  out  by 
the  United  States.  The  cost  of  completing  this  project  is  now  esti- 
mated to  be  $52,187.30;  and  an  improvement  which  would  reach  Penob- 
scot village  would  necessitate  a  duplicate  dredged  channel  2,600  feet 
in  length,  extending  from  deep  water  across  intervening  mud  flats  to 
the  wharf,  at  a  cost  estimated  by  Major  Hoxie  to  be  $4  >,700. 

In  his  letter  transmitting  this  report  Major  Hoxie  states  that,  in  bis 
opinion,  the  interests  of  commerce  involved  will  not  justify  the  proposed 
improvement  under  present  conditions;  that  the  existing  project  pro- 
vides for  a  suitable  improvement  for  this  locality,  and  that  any  farther 
expenditure  for  an  additional  channel  to  another  point  in  the  same  town 
is  not  justifiable.  His  views  are  concurred  in  by  the  division  engineer, 
Col.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  M.  Wilson, 
Brig.  Oen.^  Chief  of  Engineers, 

U.  8.  Army, 
Hon.  B.  A.  Aloeb, 

/Secretary  of  War. 


report  of  maj.  r.  l.  hoxie,  corps  of  enainbers. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Portland,  Me.,  November  23^  1897. 

General  :  In  compliance  with  Department  letter  dated  September 
5, 1896, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  survey  of 


Not  reprinted.  Printed  in  House  Doc.  No.  144,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session. 


APPENDIX  A — ^REPORT  OF  MAJOR  HOXIE.        843 

^^Bagadnce  Biver,  Maine,  leading  up  to  Penobscot  village,"  provided  for 
by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896. 

A  preliminary  examination  of  the  Bagadnce  Biver,  under  the  river 
and  harbor  act  of  August  5,  1886,  was  made  daring  that  year,  and  a 
survey  followed  in  1888.  This  examination  and  survey  furnished  the 
greater  part  of  the  information  now  required  under  the  act  of  June  3, 
1896,  and  it  has  only  been  necessary  to  supplement  them  with  a  survey 
for  a  channel  from  the  head  of  navigation  of  the  North  Fork  of  the 
Bagadnce  Biver,  in  Northern  Bay,  to  Penobscot  village,  on  the  shores 
of  the  bay.  From  these  sources  of  information  the  following  is  com- 
piled : 

The  Bagaduce  Biver  is  a  tidal  water  opening  into  Penobscot  Bay  at 
Castine.  The  lower  part  of  the  river  forms  the  harbor  of  Oastine, 
where  the  mean  rise  of  the  tide  is  9.3  feet. 

About  5  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  river  are  the  Narrows.  The 
banks  are  at  least  700  feet  apart  and  the  channel  for  the  largest  vessels 
is  more  than  half  that  width. 

Immediately  above  the  Narrows  the  river  is  much  broader  and  divides 
into  the  North  and  South  forks.  The  tidal  portion  of  the  North  Fork 
terminates  in  the  Northern  Bay. 

From  the  Narrows  to  Penobscot  the  North  Fork  is  broad  and  has  a 
good  channel,  though  somewhat  indirect,  as  far  as  Bridges  Point.  This 
point  is  on  the  east  shore,  where  the  river  widens  into  Northern  Bay, 
about  3  miles  from  the  Narrows,  and  a  little  more  than  three-fourths  of 
a  mile  below  the  head  of  the  channel  at  Penobscot. 

The  town  comprises  two  villages,  known,  respectively,  as  Penobscot 
and  South  Penobscot.  The  latter  is  at  the  head  of  the  tidal  channel  of 
the  river  on  the  southeast  shore  of  the  bay,  while  the  former  is  1  mile 
farther  north. 

Above  Bridges  Point,  in  the  Northern  Bay,  the  channel  is  narrow, 
and  at  low  water  has  not  sufficient  depth  for  even  the  smaller  coasting 
vessels  which  carry  freights  to  distant  points.  Even  this  small  channel 
is  greatly  obstructed  by  points  of  ledge  and  by  bowlders  where  it 
passes  between  Winslows  Island  and  the  mainland. 

The  ledge  and  bowlders  mentioned  form  such  an  obstruction  that 
vessels  are  compelled  to  leave  the  channel  entirely  and  pass  over  the 
flats  on  the  other  side  of  the  island;  this  can  only  be  done  at  high 
water  and  with  vessels  of  comparatively  small  draft.  Any  regular  or 
reliable  communication  by  water  is,  therefore,  at  present  impracticable, 
though  the  shipments  by  water  from  this  point  are  sufficient  to  make 
freights  for  210  vessels,  many  of  them  so  large  that  they  have  to  be 
loaded  below  Bridges  Point,  at  great  additional  expense.  In  1888 
careful  inquiry  was  made  into  the  actual  and  prospective  commerce  of 
Penobscot,  with  the  result  that  Major  Smith  reported  as  follows: 

There  is  an  extensive  induBtry  of  brickmaking  carried  on  in  Penobsoot,  which  is 
only  awaiting  better  commnnication  to  be  very  largely  increased.  A  large  part  of 
the  bricks  have  to  be  lightered,  and  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  the  larger  class  of  vessels 
for  freight,  so  that  the  expense  is  increased  about  50  cents  per  thousand  for  freight, 
lighterage,  breakage,  and  delay. 

The  50  cents  per  thousand  thus  lost  represents  a  large  part  of  the  entire  profit,  so 
that  the  production  is  restricted.  About  5,000,000  bricks  is  the  present  annual  aver- 
age of  mannfactnre  on  the  North  Fork,  and  a  good  channel  would  probably  result 
in  doubling  that  number. 

About  2,000  cords  of  wood  are  shipped  from  Penobscot  annually;  also,  abont 3,000 
bnshels  of  potatoes,  and  various  other  agricultural  products. 

Winstona  Creek,  which  flows  into  the  Northern  Bay  at  South  Penobscot  village, 
furnishes  power  for  two  stave  mills,  two  shingle  mills,  one  sawmill  and  lath  mul, 
and  one  null  for  grinding  com  meal.    There  is  also  in  the  village  a  knitting  factory. 
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All  these  industries  wonld  be  enabled  to  ship  their  products  at  reduced  prices  were 
the  freights  by  water  regular  and  reliable. 

The  number  of  freighting  vessels  arriving  on  the  North  Fork  of  the  Bagaduoe 
annually  is  given  as  2i0^  and  about  an  equal  number  of  yachts  and  small  crafb  in 
■addition. 

There  is  a  fine  granite  quarry  which  can  not  now  be  operated,  owing  to  cost  of 
transporting  stone,  which  may  figure  among  the  prospective  business  of  the  place. 

Penobscot  is  the  natural  outlet  of  quite  a  Targe  section  of  country  remote  from  any 
direct  line  of  railroad;  10  miles  over  a  hilly  road  from  Gas  tine  Harbor,  and  14  miles 
to  the  nearest  point  of  the  branch  railroad  from  Bangor  to  Bucksport. 

A  regular  line  of  steamers  from  points  on  Penobscot  Bay  is  only  awaiting  a  time 
when  the  channel  above  Bridges  Point  shall  be  improved  to  make  daily  trips  to 
South  Penobscot  village. 

Parsaant  to  the  examination  and  survey  of  1886  and  1888,  the  proj- 
ect for  the  improvement  of  the  Bagadace  Kiver  was  adopted,  which 
contemplated  the  excavation  of  a  channel  4,000  feet  long,  100  feet  wide, 
and  6  feet  deep  at  low  tide  from  Bridges  Point  to  Bowden's  wharf. 
South  Penobscot,  in  Northern  Bay,  the  object  of  the  improvement  being 
to  enable  boats  drawing  6  feet  of  water  to  reach  Bowden's  wharf  at  low 
tide.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  improvement  was  $45,000,  and  there 
have  been  five  separate  appropriations,  aggregating  $22,000,  of  which 
$21,703.43  has  been  ex])ended  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work. 

Coast  Survey  chart  No.  104  of  Penobscot  Bay,  Maine,  locates  Penob- 
scot at  the  head  of  the  low- water  channel  which  is  now  under  improve- 
ment, but  local  nomenclature  makes  this  South  Penobscot  and  the 
village  about  1  mile  farther  north  is  called  Penobscot  village.  The  two 
villages  constitute  the  town  of  Penobscot.  Deep  water  of  the  Baga- 
duce  Biver  extends  about  1,600  feet  beyond  the  entrance  of  the  present 
dredged  channel  in  the  direction  of  Penobscot  village,  but  terminates 
abruptly  in  the  mud  fiats  about  2,600  feet  from  the  wharf.  An  improve- 
ment which  would  reach  Penobscot  village  would  necessitate  a  dupli- 
cate dredged  channel,  2,600  feet  in  length,  extending  across  these  flats 
where  no  low- water  channel  now  exists.  The  cost  of  completing  work 
under  the  present  project  for  improving  the  low- water  channel  to  South 
Penobscot  has  been  increased  by  insufficient  appropriations  and  the 
development  of  more  bowlder  excavation  than  was  anticipated.  It  is 
now  estimated  as  follows,  assuming  adequate  appropriations : 

Dredging  48,500  cable  yards  of  clay,  at  25  cents  per  yard $10, 875. 00 

RemoTing  4, 899  tons  of  bowlders,  at  $7  per  ton 34,293.00 

Redredg^g  6,500  cnbic  yards  clay,  at  35  cents  per  yard 2, 275. 00 

Engineering,  supervision,  and  contingencies,  10  per  cent 4, 744.  SO 

Total 52,187.80 

In  estimating  the  cost  of  a  channel  from  deep  water  in  the  Bagaduce 
Biver  to  Penobscot  village  the  same  dimensions  of  channel  are  assumed, 
100  feet  in  width  and  6  feet  in  depth,  and  in  the  absence  of  sufficient 
information  by  multiplied  borings  on  the  line  of  this  channel  the  pro- 
portion of  bowlder  excavation  is  predicated  upon  the  work  done  in  the 
channel  to  South  Penobscot,  up  to  but  not  including  the  rocky  reef  at 
Wjnslows  Island.  The  shores  of  the  bay  present  the  same  appearance 
at  both  localities,  being  covered  with  large  bowlders,  which  also  pro- 
ject at  low  tide  from  the  mud  flats  in  the  vicinity  of  either  channel,  but 
the  flats  in  the  direction  of  North  Penobscot  are  covered  with  a  greater 
depth  of  clay.  It  is  possible  that  in  this  way  the  proportion  of  bowl- 
ders in  the  channel  leading  up  to  Penobscot  village  is  overestimated, 
but  scattered  borings  can  not  be  relied  upon  to  give  any  indication 
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whatever  of  the  proportion  of  bowlders  present.    The  estimate  is  as 
follows,  assuming  adequate  appropriations: 

107,000  cubic  yards  clay  and  mud,  at  25  cents $26,750 

2,100  tonfl  bowlders,  at  $7  per  ton 14, 700 

Engineering,  superintendence,  and  contingencies 4, 250 

Total 46,700 

The  channel  to  South  Penobscot,  already  dredged  40  feet  wide,  has 
silted  up  to  some  extent,  probably  on  account  of  the  fall  of  the  side 
slopes  into  the  excavation.  The  maintenance  of  the  channel  after  com- 
pletion to  full  width  may  require  a  small  annual  appropriation,  but  it 
follows  the  line  of  the  existing  low- water  channel,  which  is  also  the  out- 
let for  Winstons  Greek,  so  that  it  is  evident  that  the  tidal  currents  of 
the  bay  and  the  flow  of  Winstons  Greek  will  combine  to  keep  this  chan- 
nel clear.  The  channel  to  Penobscot  village  would  not  follow  any  indi- 
cated natural  line  of  tidal  current,  and  would  probably  silt  up  more 
rapidly.    The  annual  cost  of  maintenance  can  not  now  be  estimated. 

A  tracing,  showing  results  of  three  surveys  of  Northern  Bay  and 
the  compilation  from  Goast  Survey  chart  Ko.  311,  is  transmitted  here- 
with, and  upon  this  is  shown  the  present  condition  of  the  channel  now 
under  improvement  and  the  location  which  will  probably  be  the  most 
favorable  for  the  proposed  channel  to  Penobscot  village. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  HoxiB, 
Major y  Corps  of  Engineers. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  S,  A, 


APPENDIX  B. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  EASTERN  MASSACHUSETTS. 


REPORT  OF  COL,  S,  M,  MANSFIELD,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS,  OFFICER 
IN  CHARGE,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  SO,  1898,  WITH 
OTHER  DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  THE  WORKS. 


IMPROVEMENTS. 


1.  Newbnryport  Harbor,  Massachusetts. 

2.  Merrimac  River,  Massachusetts. 

3.  Powow  River,  Massachusetts. 

4.  Essex  River,  Massachusetts. 

5.  Harbor  of  Refuge,  Sandy  Bay,  Cape 

Ann,  Massachusetts. 

6.  Gloucester  Harbor,  MassachnBettA. 

7.  Manchester  Harbor,  Massachusetts. 

8.  Lynn  Harbor,  Massachusetts. 

9.  Mystic  and  Maiden  rivers,  Massachu- 

setts. 


10.  Boston  Harbor,  Massachusetts.       * 

11.  Town  River,  Massachusetts. 

12.  Weymouth  River,  Massachusetts. 

13.  Scituate  Harbor,  Massachusetts. 

14.  Plymouth  Harbor,  Massachusetts. 

15.  I^ovincetown     Harbor,    Massachu- 

setts. 

16.  Chatham  Harbor,  Massachusetts. 

17.  Removing    sunken  vessels   or  craft 

obstructing  or  endangering  navi- 
gation. 


SURVEYS. 

18.  Merrimao  River,  Massachusetts.  |  19.  Boston  Harbor,  Massachusetts. 


United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Boston^  Mass.j  August  5,  1898. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  anuaal  reports  for 
the  works  of  river  and  harbor  improvements  in  my  charge  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1898. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  Mansfield, 
Colonelj  Corps  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Chief  of  Engineers  J  U.  8,  Am 


Bx. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  NEWBURYPORT  HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Newburyport,  MaiS.,  is  situated  about  2^  miles  from  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Merrimac  Eiver. 

The  river  empties  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  midway  between  Gape 
Ann  and  Portsmouth,  or  about  30  miles  a  little  east  of  north  from  Bos- 
ton in  a  direct  line. 

The  outlet  of  the  river  between  Plum  Island  and  Salisbury  Point  is 
1,000  feet  wide  and  30  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water.  At  a  distance  of 
nearly  a  mile  outside  lies  a  sandy  bar,  thrown  up  by  wave  action, 
through  which,  previous  to  the  improvement,  a  channel,  variable  in 
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position  and  depth,  was  maintained  by  the  current  of  the  river,  increased 
by  the  tidal  flow  in  a  large  interior  basin,  through  a  mean  range  of 
tides  of  7.7  feet. 

For  1,000  feet  outward  from  the  gorge  toward  the  crest  of  the  bar 
the  current  was  able  to  maintain  a  channel  of  navigable  width  and  18 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  and  for  a  farther  distance  of  1,500  feet  a 
channel  12  feet  deep.  From  the  18-foot  contour  line  on  the  inside  to 
the  same  on  the  outside  the  distance  was  4,000  feet,  and  between  the 
12-foot  contours  the  distance  was  3,000  feet. 

The  depth  on  the  crest  of  the  bar  was  generally  less  than  7  feet  at 
mean  low  water. 

The  object  of  the  improvement  is  to  create  through  the  outer  bar  a 
channel  1,000  feet  wide  and  at  least  17  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  so 
that  vessels  may  cross  the  bar  and  find  a  harbor  at  any  stage  of  the  tide 
with  as  great  draft  as  can  reach  Newburyport  by  the  river  at  high  tide. 

The  project  submitted  September  18, 1880,  proposed  two  converging 
rubblestone  jetties  and  the  protection  of  the  beach  in  their  vicinity. 

The  converging  portion  of  the  north  jetty  was  to  be  about  2,900  feet 
long;  of  the  south  jetty,  about  1,500  feet. 

The  outer  ends  of  the  jetties  were  to  be  about  1,000  feet  apart,  and 
to  be  extended  parallel  to  the  axis  of  the  channel  if  found  necessary. 

The  estimated  cost  for  this  project  for  shore  protection  and  the  con- 
verging portions  of  the  jetties  was  $240,000. 

The  estimate  was  increased  in  1881  to  $365,000. 

The  project  was  modified  in  1882  so  as  to  provide  for  the  partial  clos- 
ing of  Plum  Island  Basin  with  a  timber  dike  about  800  feet  long  and  5^ 
feet  above  mean  low  water.  The  location  and  details  of  construction 
of  the  dike  are  given  in  the  report  of  1883. 

The  direction  of  the  south  jetty  and  the  character  of  the  shore  pro- 
tection was  modified  in  1883. 

In  1897  the  estimate  of  cost  of  the  jetties  was  revised  and  increased 
by  $224,547.49,  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  the  parallel  i)ortions. 
(Annual  Eeport,  1897,  p.  825.) 

Both  jetties  are  15  feet  wide  on  top,  which  is  in  a  plane  12  feet  above 
mean  low  water,  and  have  slopes  of  1  on  2  on  the  sea  side  and  1  on  1 
on  the  shore  side. 

A  map  showing  the  location  of  the  jetties  is  published  in  the  Annual 
Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1885. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  have  been  $313,500. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $295,984.69. 

On  June  30, 1897,  the  condition  of  the  improvement  was  as  follows: 

The  north  jetty  was  2,705  feet  long,  fully  completed;  the  south  jetty 
was  completed  for  1,540  feet,  and  its  shore  end  was  strengthened  by  a 
sand  catch ;  the  dike  was  completed  so  far  as  was  prudent  for  its  safety; 
it  was  817  feet  long,  5^  feet  high  above  mean  low  water,  except  that 
near  its  center  a  weir  had  been  left  open,  150  feet  long,  its  sUl  2  feet 
above  mean  low  water. 

On  October  12, 1896,  a  contract  was  entered  int^  with  the  Eockport, 
Pigeon  Hill,  and  Gape  Ann  granite  companies  to  deposit  13,000  tons  of 
stone  in  the  south  jetty,,  at  $1.03  per  ton. 

Operations  were  in  progress  under  this  contract  on  June  30,  1897, 
and  were  continued  during  the  fiscal  year.  12,528  tons  of  rubblestone 
were  deposited  during  the  fiscal  year,  a  total  of  13,002  deposited  under 
the  contract,  and  it  was  satisfactorily  completed  on  December  30, 1897. 

The  south  jetty  was  extended  250  feet  in  length  under  this  contract, 
making  its  total  length  1,790  feet. 
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On  May  27, 1898,  it  was  recommended  that  a  spindle  be  placed  at 
the  oater  end  of  the  completed  section  of  the  north  jetty  to  serve  as 
an  aid  to  navigation.  This  recommendation  was  approved  May  31, 
1898,  and  on  Jnne  14, 1898,  bids  for  erecting  the  spindle  were  asked  for 
by  circular  letter  to  be  opened  on  Jnne  27, 1898. 

On  that  date  bids  were  received,  and  on  June  27, 1898,  the  work  was 
awarded  to  Pigeon  Hill  Granite  Company,  the  lowest  bidder. 

At  the  date  of  this  report  the  north  jetty  and  the  dike  are  in  the 
same  condition  as  on  June  30, 1897. 

No  survey  of  the  bar  was  made  in  1898,  but  the  reports  of  local 
pilots  show  that  the  extension  of  the  sonth  jetty  has  resulted  as  was 
anticipated  in  my  report  for  1897.  The  southern  channel  along  the 
shore  of  Plum  Island  has  been  closed,  and  the  eastward  channel  has 
been  greatly  improved  by  the  scour  of*  the  deflected  ebb  currents. 

The  advantage  to  be  derived  from  the  completion  of  the  project  is 
the  deepening  and  widening  of  the  channel  across  the  bar,  thereby 
affording  a  harbor  of  refuge  on  the  inside  of  Salisbury  Beach  and 
giving  easy  access  at  high  tide  to  the  wharves  at  Newburyport  for 
vessels  drawing  17  feet,  approximately. 

This  work  is  located  in  the  oolleotion  district  of  Newbaryport,  Mass.,  of  which 
Newbnryport  is  the  port  of  entry.  The  nearest  light-honse  is  on  Plum  Island,  at 
entrance  of  the  harbor. 

Money  statement, 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $16,543.65 

Jnne  30, 1898,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 14,793.42 

Jnly  1,1898,  balance  unexpended 1,750.23 


(Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 286, 047. 49 
Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1900  286, 047. 49 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  S  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

The  dates  and  amounts  of  appropriations  for  this  work  are  as  follows: 


Act  of— 

June  14,  1880 $50,000 

March  8, 1881 40,000 

AuffU8t2,  1882 40,000 

July5,1884 40,000 

August  5, 1886 37,500 

August  11,  1888 25,000 


Act  of— 

September  19, 1890 $25,000 

July  13, 1892 20,000 

August  18, 1894 20,000 

June  3, 1896 16,000 

Total 313,500 


Ahsiraet  of  proposals  for  fumUhing  rubhlesione  in  the  south  jetty  at  Newhuryport  Harbor, 
Massaehusetts,  opsned  September  £6,  1896,  by  Lieut.  Col,  8,  M,  Mansfield,  Corps  of 
Engineers, 


He. 


1 
% 

8 

4 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


JohnL.  Orim,  Phlladelpliia,  Pa 

fBookport  Granite  Co.,  Bookpoit,  Mase 

{Pigeon  Hill  Granite  Co.,  Bookport,  Maen.  a . 
iCape  Ann  Granite  Co.,  Boston,  Mass 

George  WiUett  Andrews,  Biddeford,  Me.... 

LanesTille  Granite  Co.,  Lanesville,  Mass.... 


Price 
per  ton 
of  2,000 
poonds. 


1 


11.24 

1.08 

1.21 
1.24^ 


Total 
tons. 


12,003 

16,583 

13.228 
12,851 


a  Lowest  bidder. 

The  contraotwaa  awarded  to  the  Rockport,  Pigeon  Hill,  and  Cape  Ann  Granite 
companies,  with  the  approval  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 

The  accompanying  commercial  statistics  have  been  furnished  by  the  collector  of 
customs  of  Newbnryport,  Mass. 

ENa 
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B  2. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  MERRIMAC  RIVER,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  mouth  of  the  Merrimac  Biver  is  15  miles  northwest  from  Gape 
Ann,  Massachusetts.  Tide  water  extends  up  it  a  distance  of  21^  miles, 
or  to  the  foot  of  the  Upper  Falls,  1^  miles  above  Haverhill,  Mass. 

Seven  incorporated  cities  and  the  largest  mills  in  l^ew  England  are 
directly  interested  in  this  improvement. 

Before  improvement  the  channel  was  narrow  and  crooked  and  much 
obstructed  by  ledges,  bowlders,  and  shoals. 

At  mean  low  water  vessels  drawing  not  to  exceed  7  feet  could  enter 
the  river  and  proceed  to  South  Amesbury,  9  miles  from«the  moutk. 
The  sea  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  has  been  improved  under  specific 
appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  Newburyport  Harbor,  while 
many  sunken  rocks  and  wrecks  of  piers  and  vessels  lying  inside  the 
bar  have  been  removed  by  general  appropriations  for  the  improvement 
of  the  river. 

The  object  of  the  improvement  is  to  widen,  straighten,  and  deepen 
the  natural  channel  of  the  river  from  the  bar  to  the  head  of  tide  water. 
The  rise  or  fall  of  the  tide  at  the  mouth  is  7.7  feet;  at  Haverhill  Bridge, 
4.62  feet. 

The  project  originally  adopted,  in  1870,  proposed  to  remove  obstruc- 
tions from  the  Upper  aud  Lower  Mitchells  falls,  and  to  remove  the 
Gangway  Bock  and  the  Boilers  in  Newburyport  Harbor. 

The  cost  was  estimated  to  be  $69,025. 

The  project  was  modified  in  1874  so  as  to  include  the  removal  of  rocks 
in  and  near  the  draw  of  the  bridge  at  Deer  Island,  2  miles  above  New- 
bury])ort,  and  at  Hock  Bridge  and  at  Little  Currier  Shoals,  East  Haver- 
hill, so  that  the  channel  should  have  the  following  depths  at  ordinary 
high- water  stages  of  the  river:  From  the  mouth  to  Deer  Island  Bridge, 
5  miles,  16^  feet:  thence  to  Haverliill  Bridge,  12J  miles,  12  feet;  thence 
to  the  foot  of  Mitchells  Falls,  Hazeltine  Rapids,  1^  miles,  10  feet; 
thence  through  Mitchells  Falls  to  the  head  of  the  (Jpi)er  Fall,  2^  miles, 
not  less  than  4^  feet  when  the  mill  water  at  Lawrence  is  running. 

This  revised  project  was  estimated  to  cost  $147,000. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  are  $247,366.72. 

The  ex[)enditures  to  June  30,  1897,  were  $24r),060.67. 

The  excess  of  expenditure  over  the  estimate  is  due  to  the  removal  of 
rocks  and  other  obstructions  that  were  unknown,  and  cost  of  removal 
not  included  in  the  estimate,  and  by  the  expense  of  necessary  surveys 
and  examinations  not  provided  for  in  the  estimate. 

On  June  30, 1894,  the  project  for  the  improvement  of  the  river  was 
completed. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  appropriated  $5,000  for  the 
removal  of  "certain  rocks  below  Bock  Bridge." 

In  November  and  Decenjber,  1896,  855  cubic  yards  of  bowlders  were 
dredged  from  the  channel  below  Hock  Bridge. 

During  the  fiscal  year  the  imjirovenient  of  the  channel  at  this  jwint 
was  continued,  and  205  tons  of  bowlders  were  removed  by  a  diving 
party  employed  by  the  day.  At  the  date  of  this  report  the  channel  at 
this  point  has  been  cleared  of  the  obstructing  bowlders. 

No  other  operations  were  in  progress  during  the  fiscal  year. 

This  work  is  located  in  the  collection  district  of  Newburyport,  Mass.,  of  which 
Newbiiryport  is  the  nearest  port  of  entry.  The  nearest  light-nooBea  are  the  Plmo 
isiaod  lights  and  the  ^ewbuxy^oit  Uvyer  Harbor  ii|{ht8. 
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'So  increase  of  the  tonnage  of  the  river  is  apparent  since  the  improve- 
ment was  commenced,  and  no  new  lines  of  water  transportation  have 
been  established. 

Money  statement, 

July  1, 1897, balance nnezpended $1,306^05 

June  30, 18^,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 1. 160.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 146.05 

The  dates  and  amounts  of  appropriations  for  this  work  are  as  follows : 


Act  of— 

May  23, 1828 $32,100.00 

April  2, 1830 3,506.72 

March  2, 1831 16,000.00 

March  2,1833 4,900.00 

Jnne28,1834 3,860.00 

July  11, 1870 25,000.00 

March  3, 1871 25,000.00 

June  10,1872 25,000.00 

March  3, 1873 25,000.00 

June  23, 1874 10,000.00 

March  3, 1875 12,000.00 


Act  of— 

June  18, 1878 $10,000.00 

March  3,1879 5,000.00 

June  14, 1880 12,000.00 

March  3, 1881 9,000.00 

Augnst  2, 1882 9, 000. 00 

July  5, 1884 3,500.00 

September  19, 1890 10, 000. 00 

July  13, 1892 1, 500. 00 

June  3, 1896 5, 000. 00 

Total 247,366.72 


Appropriations  made  since  1870  have  been  expended  on  the  approved  project  of 
lat  di 


that  date  and  its  modifications. 


Commeroial  statistics  are  included  in  statement  for  Newburyport  Harbor. 


B3. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  POWOW  RIVER,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Powow  River  is  a  tributary  of  the  Merrimac  River,  into  which  it 
enters  from  the  north  about  3^  miles  above  Newburyport. 

From  its  mouth  tide  water  extends  9,600  feet  in  a  narrow,  crooked 
channel,  not  navigable  at  low  water. 

The  mean  rise  or  fall  of  tide  is  6.7  feet. 

The  plan  for  improvement,  submitted  January  24, 1885,  proposed  to 
dredge  a  channel  9,600  feet  long,  60  feet  wide,  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean 
high  water,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $77,000. 

The  estimate  was  revised  on  March  24,  1897,  and  increased  to 
$100,000.    (Annual  Report,  1897,  p.  829.) 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  have  been  $39,000. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $38,876.07. 

At  that  date  the  improved  channel  was  12  feet  deep  at  mean  high 
water;  45  feet  wide  for  a  length  of  3,252  feet  from  its  upper  end.  and  at 
least  30  feet  wide  throughout  its  entire  projected  length. 

ISTo  operations  have  been  in  progress  during  the  fiscal  year,  and  at 
the  date  of  this  report  the  condition  of  the  improvemeut  is  the  same 
as  on  June  30, 1897. 

To  complete  the  improvement  will  require  an  appropriation  of  $61,000, 
all  of  which  could  be  expended  to  advantage  during  the  year  ending 
June  30, 1899. 

This  work  is  located  in  the  collection  district  of  Newbnryport,  Mass.,  of  which 
Newbnryport  is  the  nearest  port  of  entry.  The  nearest  light-houses  are  the  New- 
bniypon  Upper  Harbor  lights. 

So  new  lines  of  water  transportation  have  been  established. 
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Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $123. 9S 

Jane  30,  18^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 106. 25 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 17.68 


< 


'  Xmount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 61, 000. 00 

Amount  tnat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  June  30, 1900    61, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

The  total  appropriations  for  this  work  are  as  follows: 


Act  of— 

August  11, 1888 $3,000 

September  19,  1890 5,000 

July  13, 1892 4,000 

August  18, 1894 15.000 


Act  of— 

June  3,  1896 $12,000 


Total 39,000 


No  contracts  are  in  force  at  date  of  this  report. 

Commercial  statistics  are  included  in  the  statement  for  Newburyport  Harbor. 


B4. 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  ESSEX  RIVER,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Essex  Biver  winds  between  marshy  banks  for  3^  miles  from  the  head 
of  navigation,  at  the  village  of  Essex,  to  its  month,  which  forms  a  harbor 
of  refnge  for  light  draft  vessels,  abont  3  miles  to  the  southeastward  of 
the  entrance  to  Ipswich  Biver,  Massachusetts.  The  channel  of  the 
river  is  crooked  and  obstructed  by  sand  bars  and  bowlders. 

The  project  for  its  improvement  was  submitted  May  15,  1891.  It 
proposed  to  widen  and  deepen  the  upper  12,000  feet  of  the  natural 
channel  of  the  river,  so  that  4  feet  at  mean  low  water  could  be  carried 
to  the  head  of  navigation  in  a  channel  60  feet  wide,  at  a  cost,  as  esti- 
mated, of  $25,000. 

The  mean  rise  or  fall  of  the  tide  is  8.8  feet. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  have  been  $15,000. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $9,711.39. 

At  that  date  the  channel  had  been  dredged  to  its  full  projected  depth, 
and  at  least  25  feet  wide  to  the  drawbridge  in  Essex.  On  July  13, 1897, 
a  contract  was  entered  into  with  the  Eastern  Dredging  Company  to 
dredge  14,000  cubic  yards  from  the  channel  in  continuation  of  the 
improvement. 

Operations  under  this  contract  were  commenced  on  October  14, 1897, 
and  it  was  satisfactorily  completed  on  December  22, 1897 ;  13,504^  cubic 
yards  of  material  were  dredged  under  the  contract,  and  at  the  date  of 
this  rei>ort  the  channel  is  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  60  feet  wide 
for  a  distance  of  4,000  feet  below  the  drawbridge  in  Essex,  and  at  least 
25  feet  wide  for  the  remainder  of  the  distance  to  its  lower  end. 

Ko  other  operations  have  been  in  progress  during  the  fiscal  year. 

To  complete  the  improvement  will  require  an  appropriation  of  $10,000, 
all  of  which  could  be  expended  to  advantage  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1899. 

Essex  River  is  in  the  coUection  district  of  Gloacester,  Mass.,  of  which  Gloaoester 
is  the  port  of  entry.  The  nearest  light-hoose  is  Annisqaam  light,  2  miles  east  of  the 
moath  ot  the  riyer. 
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Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexpended $5,288.61 

June  30,  189^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5, 012. 39 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended. 


276.22 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 10, 000. 00 

Amonntthatcanbeprofitabl^expendedinfiscalyearendmi^  JuneSO,  1900  10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

Appropriation's  have  been  made  for  this  work,  as  follows: 
Act  of— 

July  13, 1892 $5,000 

August  18,  1894 5,000 

June  3, 1896 5,000 

Total 15,000 


Ahsiraei  of  proposals  for  dredging  in  Essex  River,  Maesachusetta,  opened  June  S8,  1897 1 

iy  Col.  S.  M.  Mansfield,  Corps  of  Engineers, 


Na 


1 
2 


Kmne  and  address  of  bidder. 


Bastem  Dredffing  Co.,  Boston,  Haas,  a 
Angnatus  B.  fiUtrtin,  Boston,  Mass 


Price  per  cnbic 
yard. 


Fop 
dredging. 


$0.81 
.811 


For  re- 
moval of 
iMwlders 
o^er  6 
tons  each. 


$10 
8 


Total 
yards 

that  can 
be 

dredged. 


14,516 
14.285 


a  Lowest  bid. 


The  contract  was  awarded  to  the  Eastern  Dredging  Company,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 

.    Commercial  statistics  are  included  in  the  statement  for  Gloucester  Harbor,  Massa- 
ohnsette. 


BS. 

HARBOR  OF  REFUGE,  SANDY  BAY,  CAPE  ANN,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Sandy  Bay  is  situated  at  the  northeastern  extremity  of  the  promon- 
tory of  Gape  Ann,  which  forms  the  northern  limit  of  Massachusetts 
Bay.  Its  shore  lines  form  a  little  less  than  a  right  angle,  and  their 
directions  are  nearly  north  and  south  and  east  and  west.  The  rocky 
island  of  Straitsmouth  forms  the  eastern  extremity  of  one  shore  line, 
and  the  steep  headland  of  Andrews  Point  the  northern  end  of  the  other. 
Following  the  line  of  the  proposed  breakwater,  the  bay  is  2|  miles  wide 
by  2  miles  in  area,  approximately. 

The  bay  on  the  land  side  is  perfectly  protected  by  steep,  high  hills, 
but  it  fronts  the  northeast  and  is  open  to  the  full  force  of  the  violent 
northerly  and  easterly  gales  of  this  coast. 

The  great  seas  of  the  ocean  are  broken,  however,  in  a  degree  by  the 
sunken  rocky  ledges  called  Averys  Ledge,  the  Dry  and  Little  Salvages, 
the  Flat  Ground,  and  Abners  Ledge,  which  are  directly  at  the  mouth  of 
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the  bay.    Inside  these  entrance  ledges  the  bay  is  entirely  anobstmcted 
and  has  an  average  depth  of  50  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

The  original  project  for  improvement  was  submitted  in  1884.  It  pro- 
posed a  continuoas  breakwater  9,000  feet  long,  divided  into  two  branches. 
One  starts  at  Averys  Ledge  and  runs  in  a  direction  a  little  west  of  north 
to  Abners  Ledge,  a  distance  of  3,600  feet;  the  other  extends  5,420  feet 
from  Abners  Ledge  in  a  northwesterly  direction,  and  terminates  at  the 
84-foot  contour  off  Andrews  Point. 

The  substructure  was  to  consist  of  a  mound  of  rubblestonetoagrade 
of  22  feet  below  mean  low  water,  40  feet  wide  on  top,  to  be  surmounted 
by  a  masonry  wall. 

The  axis  of  the  proposed  breakwater  is  approximately  at  the  inner 
edge  of  the  ledges,  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  and  about  1  mile  inside 
the  Salvages  and  Flat  Ground,  which  receive  the  first  shock  of  easterly 
storm  waves. 

The  southern  entrance  to  the  proposed  harbor  lies  between  Straits- 
mouth  Island  and  Averys  Ledge,  and  is  to  be  1,800  feet  wide  and  at 
least  30  feet  deep.  The  northern  entrance,  near  Andrews  Point,  is  2,700 
feet  wide  and  80  feet  deep.  They  are  so  located  with  reference  to  each 
other  that  vessels  can  enter  and  leave  the  harbor  with  any  wind. 

The  harbor  formed  by  the  breakwater  covers  an  anchorage  of  1,377 
acres,  in  which  the  depth  exceeds  24  feet  at  mean,  low  water. 

On  March  2, 1892,  the  project  was  modified  by  a  report  of  the  special 
board  of  engineers  constituted  for  that  purpose,  and  proposes  to  con- 
struct the  entire  breakwater  of  rubblestone,  with  the  following  section : 
On  the  seaside,  from  the  bottom  to  15  feet  below  mean  low  water,  a 
slope  of  1  on  1^;  thence  to  mean  low  water,  1  on  3;  thence  to  mean  low 
water,  1  on  1;  the  width  on  the  crest  20  feet,  and  the  rear  slope  1  on 
0.73,  to  mean  low  water;  thence  to  the  bottom,  1  on  1. 

A  plan  of  the  bay  showing  the  proposed  breakwater  was  published 
in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1892,  page  564« 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  improvement  is  $5,000,000,  to  which  must 
be  added  $2,500,000  for  buoyage,  lighting,  and  defense  of  the  harbor. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  have  been  $900,000. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $723,485.25. 

At  that  date  600  feet  of  the  breakwater  were  completed,  1,200  feet 
additional  were  completed  of  full  section  up  to  low  water,  and  2,800  feet 
more  were  built  up  to  22  feet  below  low  water,  40  feet  wide  on  top. 

Nine  hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  tons  of  small  stone  and  13,488  tons  of  large  stone  had  been  deposited 
in  the  breakwater  in  this  construction,  and  operations  were  in  progress 
under  two  contracts — one  with  the  Cape  Ann  Granite  Company  to 
deposit  240,000  tons,  and  one  with  the  Kockport  and  Pigeon  Hill  and 
the  Cape  Ann  granite  companies  to  deposit  200,000  tons  of  stone  in  the 
substructure  ot  the  breakwater. 

These  operations  were  continued  during  the  fiscal  year.  32,457  tons 
of  stone  were  deposited  during  the  year  under  the  first-mentioned  con- 
tract with  the  Cape  Ann  Granite  Company,  making  a  total  of  240,600 
tons  deposited  under  the  contract,  which  was  satisfactorily  completed 
on  September  29, 1897.  108,488  tons  of  stone  were  deposited  under  the 
second  contract  during  the  year,  a  total  of  140,155  tons  under  that 
contract. 

About  February  1,  1898,  a  storm  of  extraordinary  severity  visited 
this  coast,  resulting  in  great  loss  of  life  and  vessel  property.  In  the 
small  harbors  at  Sandy  Bay  five  vessels  were  totally  destroyed  and  a 
number  more  were  badly  damaged.  This  storm  was  of  several  days' 
duration,  and  at  its  lieightbl^N^  €om  tke  northeast    The  completed  por- 
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tion  of  the  breakwater  was  damaged  by  this  storm,  nearly  the  entire 
length  of  600  feet  being  torn  down  to  the  level  of  high  water.  No 
appreciable  damage  was  done  to  the  remainder  of  the  work. 

A  total  of  1,064,277  tons  of  small  stone  and  13,488  tons  of  large  stone 
have  been  deposited  in  the  breakwater  to  date,  and  its  condition  is  as 
follows:  600  running  feet  are  completed  np  to  high  water,  2,400  feet 
additional  are  practically  completed  to  low  water,  and  for  a  farther 
length  of  1,600  feet  the  monnd  is  at  least  40  feet  wide  on  top  and  np  to 
22  feet  below  low  water. 

To  complete  the  project  will  cost  $4,100,000. 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1900,  $500,000  coald  be 
expended  to  advantage. 

The  prospective  benefits  to  commerce  and  navigation  by  the  constrac- 
tion  of  this  harbor  of  refuge  are  increased  safety  to  life  and  property 
and  a  consequent  reduction  in  freight  and  insurance. 

Sandy  Bay  is  sitnated  in  the  collection  district  of  GlouceBter,  Mass.,  of  which 
Gloucester  is  the  port  of  entry.  The  nearest  light-hoase  is  Straitsmoath  Light,  at 
the  Boathem  entrance  of  the  bay. 

Money  statement. 

July  1,  189^,  balance  unexpended $176^514.75 

June  30,  18SNB,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 103, 822. 29 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 72,692.46 

July  1,  1898,  outstanding  liabilities $18,849.04 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 40, 036. 32 

58, 886. 36 


July  1,  1898,  balance  available 


13, 807. 10 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 4, 100, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 

30,1900 500,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

^    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

The  dates  and  amounts  of  the  appropriations  for  this  work  are  as 
follows: 


Act  of— 

July  5, 1884 $100,000 

Augusts,  1886 100,000 

August  11, 1888 100,000 

September  19, 1890 150, 000 

July  13, 1892 150,000 


Act  of— 

August  18, 1894 $150,000 

June  3, 1896 150,000 

Total 900,000 


Ahairaet  of  propo^aU  for  furnishing  rubhiestone  in  the  hreaktoater  at  Sandy  Bay,Mas8a- 
ehuBetii,  opened  October  4,  1894,  by  Lieut.  Col.  8,  M,  Manejield,  Corpe  of  Engineers. 


Ko. 


1 
2 

8 

4 
6 


Kame  and  addrees  of  bidder. 


Cape  Ann  Granite  Co.,  Boston, ManH.  a... 
Pigeon  Hill  Granite  Co.,  Kockport,  Maas 
Oeorge  Willett  Andrews,  Biddefurd,  Mo. 
Hughes  Bros.  &  Bangs,  Syracuse,  N.  Y . . . 
Bookport  Granite  Co.,  Kockport,  Mass . .. 


Price  bid 
per  ton 
of  2,000 
pounds. 


Oenti. 
69.7 
69 
81 
77 
61 


Total 
tonacan 

be  de- 
livered. 


251,256 
217, 391 
185,185 
194,806 
245,901 


a  Lowest  bid. 


The  contract  was  awarded  to  the  Cape  Ann  Granite  Company,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 
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Ahsiraet  of  propo$als  for  fumi$hing  ruhhleaione  in  the  hreaktoater  at  Sandy  Bay,  Mobmo- 
ohusetU,  opened  Sepiember  £6, 1896,  by  Lieut,  Col.  S,  M,  Manefield,  Corps  of  Engineen, 


Ko. 


1 
2 
8 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


John  L.  Orlm,  Fhiladelpbia,  Fa 

{Rockport  Granite  Co.,  Rock  port,  Mass 
Pigeon  Hill  Granite  Co.,  Rockport,  Mass.  a 
Cape  Ann  Granite  Co.,  Boston,  Mass 

Lanesville  Granite  Co.,  Lanesyillo,  Mass . . . 


Price  bid 
per  ton 
of  2,000 
ponnda. 


Total 
tona. 


177,614 
224.215 

184, 72» 


a  Lowest  bid. 


The  contract  was  awarded  to  the  Rockport,  Pigeon  Hill,  and  Cape  Aun  Granite 
companies,  with  the  approval  of  the  Chiet  of  Engineers. 


LIST  OF  CONTRACTS  IN  FORCE  AT  THE  DATE  OF  THIS  REPORT. 

Contract  dated  October  12, 1896 :  Contractors,  Rockport,  Pigeon  Hill,  and  Cape  Ann 
Granite  companies ;  to  furnish  200,000  tons,  more  or  less,  of  rubblestone  in  breakwater, 
at  6H.9  cents  per  ton. 

Date  of  approval,  October  31,  1896;  to  be  commenced  November  12,  1896;  to  be 
completed  December  31,  1898. 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 


The  accompanying  commercial  statistics  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1898, 
have  been  furnished  by  Mr.  Charles  S.  Bogers,  of  Rockport,  Mass. 


Articles. 


Shipped: 

Stone tons.. 

Preeh  fish pounds.. 

Salt  fish do.... 

Ilsh  sounds do — 

Mackerel barrels.. 

Lobsters do — 

Herrlne do.... 

Cod  oiH gallons.. 

Medicine  oil do 

Eeoeived: 

Coal tons.. 

"Wood cords.. 

Lnmber feet.. 

Salt ho/^sheads . . 

Fish pounds.. 

Mackerel barrels.. 

Fish  sounds pounds . . 

Lobsters .osrrels.. 

Cod  oil gallons . . 

Medicine  oil do. . . . 

Herrine barrels.. 

Salt  fish pounds.. 


1896. 


430,000 


8,500 

400 

750,000 

550 

2,500,000 

500 

276,000 

750 

3,000 

4,ooa 

500 
600,000 


1897. 


475,000 


10,400 

350 

820,000 

575 

2,525,000 

275 

279,000 

400 

4,500 

5,000 

450 

608,000 


1896. 


550,000 

3.000,000 

615.000 

283,000 

250 

750 

560 

5.000 

5,500 

10.000 
365 

750,000 
585 


B  6. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  HARBOR  AT  GLOUCESTER,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Gloucester  Harbor  is  an  important  center  for  the  fishing  fleet  of  New 
England,  about  20  miles  north  of  Boston.  Its  inner  harbor  was  origi- 
nally obstructed  by  sunken  rocks  and  shoals,  and  the  approaches  to 
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the  wharves  were  shallow,  varying  frotti  1  to  12  feet.  The  outer  harbor 
was  open  to  all  southerly  gales. 

The  first  project  for  its  improvement  was  submitted  January  20, 1871, 
and  proi)osed  to  build  a  breakwater  from  Eastern  Point  to  Bound  Bock 
Shoal  and  to  clear  the  harbor  of  sunken  rocks. 

The  present  approved  project  was  submitted  in  1887.  (Annual  Re- 
port for  1887,  Part  I,  p.  600.)  It  proposed  to  remove  from  the  inner 
harbor  obstructing  rocks  and  shoals,  giviug  in  front  of  the  wharves,  as 
far  as  Pew's  wharf,  15  feet  depth  at  low  water  and  10  feet  in  Harbor 
Cove,  and  to  build  a  breakwater  from  Eastern  Point  to  Bound  Bock 
Shoal. 

On  May^5, 1897,  a  project  was  submitted  for  the  removal  of  a  pin- 
nacle rock*in  the  outer  harbor  to  a  least  depth  of  16  feet  at  mean  low 
water  and  rocks  off  the  ferry  landing  at  Boeky  Neck  to  the  level  of  the 
surrounding  bottom,  at  a  cost  of  $2,000.    (Annual  Beport,  1897,  p.  835.) 

On  December  18, 1897,  a  revised  project  for  the  construction  of  the 
breakwater  was  submitted.  This  project  proposed  to  build  the  sub- 
structure of  the  breakwater  of  rubblestone  up  to  mean  low  water  and 
31  feet  wide  at  that  grade;  to  be  surmounted  by  a  superstructure 
formed  of  two  dry  walls  of  heavy  split  stone  laid  with  the  greatest 
dimension  at  right  angles  to  the  axis  of  the  breakwater,  the  interior 
space  to  be  filled  with  rubblestone,  and  to  be  capped  by  heavy  stone, 
forming  a  top  course  10  feet  in  width. 

This  project  was  estimated  to  cost  $733,121.18,  and  was  approved 
January  4, 1898. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  have  been  $154,000. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $134,385.68. 

At  that  date  all  dredging  under  the  project  of  1887  had  been  com- 
pleted, and  the  construction  of  the  breakwater  was  in  progress. 
74,408  tons  of  rubblestone  had  been  deposited  in  the  breakwater,  and 
1,100  feet  of  the  substructure  had  been  completed  to  mean  low  water. 

A  contract  was  in  force  with  the  Bockport,  the  Pigeon  Hill,  and  the 
Gape  Ann  granite  companies,  dated  October  12, 1896,  to  deposit  34,000 
tons  of  stone  in  the  breakwater. 

Operations  were  continued  during  the  fiscal  year  under  this  contract, 
and  it  was  satisfactorily  completed  April  5, 1898.  16,332  tons  of  stone 
was  deposited  after  June  30,  1897,  making  a  total  of  34,000  tons 
deposited  under  the  contract. 

On  July  6,  1897,  a  contract  was  entered  into  with  Mr.  Hiram  W. 
Phillips  for  the  removal  of  105  cubic  yards  of  ledge  under  the  project 
of  May  5, 1897. 

Operations  under  this  contract  were  closed  on  August  19, 1897,  and 
the  project  completed. 

No  benefit  has  resulted  from  the  construction  of  the  breakwater,  as 
no  sheltered  anchorage  has  as  yet  been  obtained,  but  navigation  in  the 
harbor  has  been  greatly  facilitated  by  the  dredging  and  ledge  removal. 

To  complete  the  improvement  will  require  an  appropriation  of 
$624,083.43,  of  which  $200,000  could  be  expended  to  advantage  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900. 

The  prospective  advantage  to  commerce  by  the  completion  of  the 
improvement  is  more  safe  anchorage  for  vessels  seeking  protection 
from  southerly  gales. 

Gloucester  Harbor  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Gloucester,  Mass.,  of  which 
Gloucester  is  the  port  of  entry.  The  nearest  light-houses  are  Ten-Pound  Light,  in 
the  harbor,  and  Eastern  Point  Light  at  its  entrance. 
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Money  statement. 

July  1,1897,  balance  nnexpended $19,614.32 

Jane  30,  ISSNB,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 18, 783. 38 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended. 


830.94 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 624, 083. 43 

Amountthatcan  bepTofitablyexpeudcdiu  tiscalyearendiu^JiiueSO,  1900  200, 000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  oi  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

The  dates  and  amoants  of  the  appropriations  for  this  work  are  as 
follows: 


4.ct  of— 

June  10, 1872 $10,000 

August  5, 1886 5,000 

August  11, 1888 10,000 

September  19, 1890 15,000 

July  13,1892 40,000 


Act  of— 

August  18. 1894 $40,000 

June  3, 1896 34,000 

Total 154,000 


Absiraot  of  proposals  for  furnishing  ruhhiestone  in  breakwater  at  Gloucester,  Mass., 
opened  September  B6, 1896,  by  Lieut,  CoL  S,  M,  Mansfield,  Corps  of  Engineers, 


Ko. 


1 

a2 

8 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


John  L.  Grim,  Philadelphia,  Pa 

(Kockport  Granite  Co.,  Kockport,  Mass... 
PifCeon  Hill  Granite  Co.,  Rockport,  Mass. 
Cape  Ann  Granite  Co.,  Boston,  Mass 

LanesviUe  Granite  Co.,  Lanesvillo,  Mass. 


Price  per 

ton  of 

2,000 

pounds. 


Centt. 
92 

83 

90 


Total 
tons. 


34,783 
38,554 
35.555 


a  Lowest  bid. 


The  contract  was  awarded  to  the  Rockport,  Pigeon  Hill,  and  Cape  Ann  granite 
companies,  with  the  approval  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 

Abstract  of  proposals  for  the  removal  of  ledges  from  irloucester  Harbor,  Massaohusette, 
opened  June  28,  1897,  by  Lieut,  Col,  S,  M,  Mansfield,  Corps  of  Engineers, 


Ko. 

1 

2 

as 


Xame  and  address  of  bidder. 


Cornelias  Van  Anglen,  East  Boston,  Mass. 

fJohn  Olson 

\George  W.  Townsend,  Boston,  Mass 

Hiram  W.  Phillips,  Quincy,  Mass 


Price  per 
cnbic 
yard. 


$19.00 
15.93 
15.85 


Total 
amoont. 


$1,995.00 
1,672.85 
1,664.25 


a  Lowest  bid. 


The  contract  was  awarded  to  Hiram  W.  Phillips,  with  the  approval  of  the  Chief 
of  Engineers. 
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COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 

The  accompanying  commercial  Btatistics  have  been  furnished  by  the  collector  of 
cnstoms  at  Gloucester,  Mass. 

Amount  of  revenue  collected : 

1896 $1,150 

1897 8,000 

1898 6,079 


Shipping. 


Entrances : 

Foreign . . 

DoraeHtic 
dearftDces: 

Foreign . . 

Domestic 


1896. 

1897. 

U 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

107 

7 

20,153 
947 

104 
10 

24,761 
14,400 

107 
28 

101 
24 

17, 120 
12,621 

102 
45 

25,400 
10,200 

103 
81 

Tons. 


10,872 
4,000 

10.563 
7,400 


Articles. 


1886. 


Imported: 

Coal 

Salt 

Lnmber 

Merchandise  .. 

Miscellaneous. 
Exported: 

Coal 

Salt 

Merchandise. . 


Tons. 
40,900 
24,000 

500 
25,000 

500 


1,000 


1897. 


Tons. 

47,000 

25,000 

2,200 

4,000 

2,000 

200 
1,200 
1,000 


1888. 


Tont. 

60.000 

22,000 

500 

1,000 

600 


1.500 
550 


All  classes  of  vessels  frequent  the  harbor.    Greatest  draft,  30  feet;  number  of  ves- 
Bels  boarded  by  United  States  boarding  officer,  about  5,200. 


B7- 

'      IMPROVEMENT  OF  HARBOR  AT  MANCHESTER,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Manche8ter  Harbor  is  sitaated  aboat  5^  miles  northeast  from  the 
eutraiice  of  Salem  Harbor,  Massachusetts. 

Tlie  chauuel  was  100  feet  wide  and  6^  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water 
up  to  Proctors  Point.  It  then  shoaled  rapidly  to  a  depth  of  1^  feet  at 
"The  Narrows/'  1,400  feet  from  Proctors  Point,  and  for  a  farther  dis- 
tance of  2,500  feet  to  the  town  wharves  no  low-water  channel  existed. 

The  project  for  its  improvement,  submitted  November  28,  1887,  pro- 
posed to  dredge  a  channel  from  Proctors  Point  to  the  town  wharves  60 
feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
•14,300. 

A  chart  of  the  harbor  was  published  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1888,  Part  I,  page  466. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  provided  that — 

The  Secretary  of  War  is  directed^  out  of  the  appropriation  on  hand,  to  cause  a 
Burvev  and  estimate  of  cost  of  improvement  to  be  made  'with  a  view  of  straifi[hten- 
ing  the  channel  between  the  month  of  Manchester  Harbor  and  Proctors  Point, 
removing  obstrnctions  at  the  mouth  of  the  channel  and  at  the  point  of  rocks,  dredg- 
in|^  the  channel  for  its  entire  length  between  its  mouth  and  the  town  wharf  to  a 
width  of  from  two  hundred  feet,  narrowin<>;  to  one  hundred  and  lifty  feet,  and  a 
depth  of  eight  feet,  and  providing  turning  basins  and  anchorage  for  boats  by  the 
dredging  of  the  flats  for  that  purpose. 
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The  survey  ordered  by  this  act  was  made  in  August,  1896,  and  a 
project  and  an  estimate  of  cost  thereof  in  accordance  with  the  act  were 
submitted  April  7, 1897. 

This  project  was  published  as  House  Doc.  No.  29,  Fifty-fifth  Congress, 
first  session. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  project  was  $139,966.09. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  have  been  $14,300. 

The  e:Kpenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $14,246.96,  and  at  that  date 
the  improvement  was  completed.  The  channel  was  60  feet  wide,  4  feet 
deep,  and  4,000  feet  long;  opposite  the  town  wharf  it  was  80  feet  wide. 

During  the  fiscal  year  no  operations  in  improvement  of  the  harbor 
were  in  progress. 

On  July  30, 1897,  in  accordance  with  section  9  of  the  river  and  har- 
bor act  of  June  3, 1896,  and  Department  letter  of  June  30, 1897,  a  proj- 
ect for  improvement  of  the  harbor  was  submitted,  which  was  considered 
to  be  justified  by  the  interests  of  the  commerce  involved. 

This  project  proposed  to  follow  the  natural  channel  and  to  dredge 
the  same  to  a  depth  of  6  feet  at  mean  low  water  for  a  length  of  7,200 
feet,  and  to  make  it  100  feet  wide  at  the  entrance  and  at  the  sharp 
bends,  and  at  least  75  feet  wide  throughout,  with  two  turning  or  anchor- 
age basins,  one  200  feet  by  300  feet  in  area,  just  below  the  bridge,  and 
the  other  125  feet  by  250  feet,  near  the  town  landing  wharf,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $25,000. 

This  project  was  published  in  the  Annual  Eeport  for  1897,  page  869. 

The  commerce  involved  in  this  improvement  consists  of  supplies  of 
coal,  lumber,  etc.,  for  local  consumption.  The  improvement  in  its  pres- 
ent condition  has  greatly  facilitated  the  approach  of  vessels  to  the  town 
wharves. 

The  value  of  the  commerce  involved  is  approximately  $30,000  annually. 

Commercial  statistics  are  included  in  the  statement  for  Gloucester 
Harbor,  Massachusetts. 

Manchester  Harbor  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Gloncester,  Mass.,  of  ^which 
Gloucester  is  the  port  of  entry.  The  nearest  light-house  is  on  Bakers  Island,  2^ 
miles  from  Proctors  Point. 

Money  statement, 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended $53.04 

Jane  30,  1898.  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 53. 04 

The  total  appropriations  for  this  improvement  to  date  have  been: 

By  the  act  of— 

August  11,  1888 $2,500 

September  19,1890 5,000 

July  13,  1892 6,800 

Total 14,300 


B  8. 

mPROVEMENT  OF  HARBOR  AT  LYNN,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Lynn  Harbor  is  9  miles  northeast  from  Boston. 

The  original  channels  were  narrow  and  crooked,  and  had  bat  6  feet 
depth  at  mean  low  water. 

The  project  for  improvement  was  adopted  in  1884.  It  proposed  a 
channel  200  feet  wide,  10  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  through  the 
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oater  and  inner  bars.  It  is  8npx)osed  that  the  inner  channel  will  require 
occasional  dredging,  and  a  training  wall  was  proposed,  if  required,  to 
aid  in  keeping  the  outer  channel  open. 

On  September  24, 1888,  it  was  proposed  to  extend  the  inner  channel 
400  feet  within  the  harbor  line  and  to  excavate  at  its  inner  end  an 
anchorage  basin  500  by  300  feet  in  area,  10  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water, 
at  a  cost  of  $25,000. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  original  project  was  $157,000;  adding  the 
cost  of  the  extension  of  September  24,  1888,  the  estimated  cost  is 
$182,000. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  ordered  a  survey  of  this 
harbor  <<with  a  view  to  securing  a  channel  300  feet  wide  and  15  feet 
deep  at  mean  low  water." 

On  March  27, 1897,  a  project  was  submitted  in  accordance  with  this 
act,  the  estimated  cost  of  which  was  $441,813.17. 

iNo  appropriation  has  as  yet  been  made  for  work  under  this  project. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  have  been  $128,500. 

The  total  expenditures  to  June  30,  1897,  were  $103,650.05  on  the 
project,  and  $5,000  on  the  western  or  Saagus  Biver  channel  under  act 
of  June  13, 1892.  At  that  date  the  outer  channel  and  basin  were  com- 
pleted; the  inner  channel  was  completed  for  4,100  feet  at  its  southerly 
end,  and  the  remainder  was  150  feet  wide;  the  western  or  Saugus 
Biver  channel  was  4,000  feet  long,  150  feet  wide,  8  feet  deep  at  mean 
low  water. 

The  approach  of  vessels  to  the  city  wharves  was  greatly  facilitated 
by  the  improvement. 

A  contract  was  in  force  with  Mr.  Augustus  B.  Martin  to  dredge 
40,000  cubic  yards,  more  or  less,  from  the  inner  channel,  at  21J  cents 
per  cubic  yard,  scow  measurement. 

Operations  under  this  contract  were  commenced  on  July  6, 1897,  and 
completed  August  25, 1897 ;  54,092  cubic  yards  were  dredged  under  the 
contract  and  the  inner  main  ship  channel  was  completed  of  full  pro- 
jected length,  width,  and  depth. 

At  the  date  of  this  report,  the  outer  and  inner  main  ship  channels 
are  200  feet  wide,  10  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  and  the  project  of 
improvement  is  completed  with  the  exception  of  the  training  wall. 

To  complete  this  improvement  will  require  an  appropriation  of  $53,- 
500  for  the  construction  of  the  training  wall,  but  the  necessity  for  this 
work  is  not  yet  apparent. 

Lynn  is  a  port  of  entry  in  the  collection  district  of  Marblehead,  Mass.    The  nearest 
light-hoiue  u  Egg  Rock  (Nahant)  Light,  3  miles  distant. 

Money  statement. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $19,849.95 

June  30,  ISSiS,  amoont  expended  daring  fiscal  year 12,444.15 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 7,405.80 

The  dates  and  amounts  of  appropriations  tor  this  work  are  as  follows: 


Act  of— 

August  2,1882 $60,000 

August  5, 1886 6,000 

August  11, 1888 10,000 

September  19, 1890 15, 000 

July  13, 1892 10,000 


Act  of— 

August  18, 1894 $7,500 

June  3, 1896 20,000 

Total 128,500 
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Ahiiraet  of  proposals  for  dredging  in  Lynn  Harbor,  MassaohusettSf  opened  April  19, 18S7, 

dy  Lieut,  Col.  8,  M,  Mansfield,  Corps  of  Engineers. 


No. 


1 
2 
8 


Name  and  address  of  bidder* 


Charles  H.  Souther,  BoHt^n,  Mass — 
Sastem  Dredging  Co..  Boston,  Mass. 
A.agiista8  B.  Martin,  Boston,  Mass.  a 


Price  bid  per  cabio 
yard. 


Por 

dredging. 


Oentt. 
23 


24| 

2ll 


Bowlders- 

overs 
tons  each. 


$8 

10 

8 


Total  for 

dredging 

40.000 

cnbic 

yards. 


19,200 
0,600 
8.7S0 


a  Lowest  bid. 


The  contract  was  awarded  to  Angoatus  B.  Martin,  with  the  approval  of  the  Chief 
of  Engineers. 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 

The  accompanying  commercial  statistics  were  famished  by  the  collector  of  ona- 
toms  at  Marblehead,  Mass. 

Amount  of  revenue  collected : 

1896 $296.15 

1897 77.83 

1898 3,192.91 


Shipping. 


Bntranoes: 

Foreign.. 

Domestic 
Clearances : 

Foreign.. 

Domestic 


1896. 


Ko.       Tons. 


64 
329 

67 
329 


6.029 
121,000 

6,238 
121,000 


1897. 


No.        Tons. 


54 

561 

62 
561 


5,193 
177,265 

5,044 
177,265 


1896. 


No.       Tons. 


22 
737 

24 
737 


2,188 
182,271 

1305 
182,271 


Imported. 


Coal 

Iron 

Lnmber 

Merchandise.. 
Misoellaneoas 


1886. 


T<mi. 

158.480 

974 

a  7, 995. 525 

b  500, 000 

5475,000 


1897. 


Ton*. 

140,900 

2,069 

a  6, 320, 781 

5  85,000 

550,000 


Tons. 
146.621 

ai'6i6.'ooo' 
d  00, 000 
fr60,000 


a  Feet. 


b  Lime,  hay,  bricks,  sand,  cement,  stone,  etc 


Lnmber  imported  includes  both  foreign  and  domestic. 

All  classes  of  vessels  frequent  the  harbor,  drawing  from  8  to  18  feet  of  water. 


B  9. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  MYSTIC  AND  MALDEN  RIVERS,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Mystic  River  empties  into  the  inner  harbor  of  Boston,  Maas. 
Maiden  River  is  tributary  to  the  Mystic  River,  their  junction  being 
3  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  latter. 
Originally  no  low-water  channel  existed  in  either  river. 
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A  project  for  the  improvemeDt  of  Mystic  Biver  was  submitted  May 
9, 1891.  It  prox>osed  to  widen  and  deepen  the  natural  channel  to  the 
head  of  navigation  in  Medford,  a  distance  of  about  4^  miles,  so  that  it 
should  be  100  feet  f^ide,  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  to  the  first  turn 
above  Denniug^s  wharf,  thence  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  the 
width  gradually  contracting  to  50  feet  at  the  upper  end,  estimated  to 
cost  $25,000. 

The  original  project  for  the  improvement  of  Maiden  River  was  sub- 
mitted December  1, 1880.  It  contemplated  the  excavation  of  a  channel 
100  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  high  water  up  to  the  second 
drawbridge,  with  two  cut-ofts,  one  east  of  the  island,  near  the  junction 
of  the  Maiden  and  Mystic  rivers,  and  the  other  through  the  marsh  land 
about  half  a  mile  above,  at  a  cost  of  $35,000. 

This  project  was  modified  in  1882.  It  was  then  proposed  to  make 
the  natural  channel  100  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  high  water 
to  the  first  bridge,  and  thence  75  feet  wide  to  the  second  bridge,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $40,000.    The  mean  rise  or  fall  of  tide  is  9.8  feet. 

The  estimate  was  increased  to  $47,000  in  1884.  (Annual  Beport, 
1884,  p.  551.) 

Ten  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  this  work  by  the  act  of 
1882,  and  expended  (1883-84)  in  making  the  channel  from  the  mouth  to 
the  drawbridge  in  Maiden,  a  distance  of  1^  miles,  at  least  50  feet  wide 
(70  feet  at  turns)  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  high  water. 

November  1, 1890,  a  project  was  submitted  for  the  improvement  of 
this  river  in  conjunction  with  Mystic  River.  This  project  proposed  the 
completion  of  the  project  of  1882  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $37,000. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  under  present  approved  projects  have 
been  $30,000. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  under  the  present  projects  were 
$20,117.08. 

At  that  date  the  channel  in  Mystic  River  was  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water  and  100  feet  wide  to  the  first  turn  above  Denning's  wharf,  and 
for  1,500  feet  above  this  turn  it  was  4  feet  deep  and  at  least  50  feet 
wide.  The  channel  in  Maiden  River  was  at  least  75  feet  wide  and  12 
feet  deep  at  mean  high  water  to  the  first  bridge,  above  which  nothing 
had  been  done. 

A  contract  was  in  force  with  Mr.  Augustus  B.  Martin  to  dredge 
26,000  cubic  yards,  more  or  less,  at  34^  cents  per  cubic  yard,  from  these 
rivers — 13,000  cubic  yards  from  each  river. 

Operations  under  this  contract  were  commenced  June  17, 1897,  and 
were  continued  during  the  fiscal  year;  13,222  cubic  yards  were  dredged 
from  Mystic  River  and  12,778  cubic  yards  from  Maiden  River,  and  the 
contract  was  satisfactorily  completed  on  December  4, 1897. 

At  the  date  of  this  rei)ort  the  channel  in  Mystic  River  is  6  feet  deep 
at  mean  low  water,  and  100  feet  wide  to  the  first  turn  above  Denning's 
wharf,  and  for  a  farther  distance  of  4,000  feet  above  this  turn  it  is  4 
feet  deep  and  of  full  projected  width.  The  channel  in  Maiden  River  is 
of  full  projected  depth  and  width  up  to  the  first  bridge.  Nothing  has 
been  done  above  this  bridge. 

To  complete  the  improvement  of  Mystic  River  would  require  an  appro- 
priation .of  $10,000,  and  of  Mailden  River  $22,000,  a  total  of  $32,000, 
all  of  which  could  be  expended  to  advantage  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1899. 

Mystic  and  Maiden  rivers  are  in  the  collection  district  of  Boston,  Mass.,  of  which 
Boston  is  the  port  of  entry.  The  nearest  light-house  is  on  Long  Island,  Boston  Har- 
bor, Massachusetts. 
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Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897, balance  unexpended $9,882.92 

June  30;  1^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year .^ 9, 856. 00 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 


26.93 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existiuK  project 32, 000. 00 

Amounttbatcanbe  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  yearendingJuneSO,  1900    32,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

The  dates  and  amoants  of  appropriatious  for  this  work  are  as  follows: 

For  Maiden  River,  by  act  of  August  2, 1882 $10,000 

For  Mystic  and  Maiden  rivers,  by  act  of  July  13, 1892 10,000 

For  Mystic  and  Maiden  rivers,  by  act  of  August  18,  189 1 10, 000 

For  Mystic  and  Maiden  rivers^  by  act  of  June  3,  1896 10,000 

Total 40,000 


Ah9iraci  of  proposaU  for  dredging  in  Mystic  and  Maiden  riverif  MaasachuaeiU,  opened 
September  B9, 1896,  by  Lieut,  Col,  8,  M,  Mamfield^  Corpe  of  Engineere, 


No. 


1 
2 
3 


Name  and  addreaa  of  bidder. 


Charles  H.  Sonther,  Boston,  Mass 

Augustas  B.  Martin,  Boston,  Mass.  a 
Eastern  Dredging  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Price  per  cubic  yard, 


Bowlders 


For 


Cents. 
41 
34| 
8« 


$10 
5 
6 


Total 
yards 

that  can 
be 

dredged. 


24,390 
28,985 
26,3IS 


a  Lowest  bid. 


The  contract  was  awarded  to  Augustus  6.  Martin,  with  the  approval  of  the  Chiei 
of  Engineers. 
No  contracts  are  in  force  at  the  date  of  this  report. 


B  10. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  HARBOR  AT  BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston  Harbor  consists  essentially  of  an  inner  and  an  outer  harbor, 
united  by  a  dee})  waterway,  and  each  accessible  from  the  sea  by  a  dis- 
tinct channel,  widening  into  a  deep  and  spacious  roadstead. 

1.  Inner  harbor.  This  harbor  lies  to  the  north  and  westward  of  Long 
Island  and  has  deep  water  and  good  anchorage  in  the  President  Boads, 
seaward  of  Lower  Middle  Bar,  and  also  near  the  city  westward  of  npx>er 
Middle  Bar. 

Four  rivers  discharge  their  waters  into  the  basin — ^the  Charles,  Mys- 
tic, and  Ohelsea  rivers  from  the  north  and  the  Neponset  from  the  south. 
The  direct  entrance  from  the  sea  is  by  Broad  Sound. 

2.  Outer  harbor.  This  harbor  lies  to  the  southward  of  Long  Island 
and  has  a  fine  anchorage  in  Nantasket  Boads,  as  well  as  in  Hingham 
Bay,  a  well-sheltered  harbor  southeast  of  Peddocks  Island.  It  con- 
nects with  the  inner  harbor  by  the  main  channel  thi'ough  the  Narrows, 
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and  by  secondary  channels  east  and  west  of  Long  Island.  It  is  reached 
from  the  sea  from  Kantasket  Boads,  which  lie  south  of  Georges  and 
Great  Jirewster  islands,  and  is  marked  at  the  sea  entrance  by  Boston 
light 

Weymouth  and  Weir  rivers  empty  into  the  outer  harbor. 

Both  the  inner  and  outer  harbors  are  subdivided  into  several  minor 
harbors  and  contain  many  islands,  which  shelter  the  anchorage  from 
winds  and  storm  waves. 

The  range  of  the  tide  at  the  navy-yard  is  9.8  feet,  and  at  the  entrance 
to  the  outer  harbor  9.4  feet.  A  sketch  of  the  harbor  was  printed  in  the 
Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  the  year  1888,  page  454. 

The  object  of  the  improvement  is,  first,  to  preserve  the  harbor  by 
protecting  the  islands  and  headlands;  the  second,  to  improve  it  by 
widening,  deepening,  and  straightening  the  channels. 

The  works  of  preservation  consist  of  sea  walls,  aprons,  jetties,  etc., 
which  protect  the  shores  of  the  islands  and  headlands,  prevent  addi- 
tional wash  into  the  channels,  control  the  tidal  scour,  and  preserve  the 
full  height  of  anchorage  shelter  for  vessels  in  the  roadsteads. 

The  works  of  improvement  have  been  by  dredging  and  blasting. 

The  total  appropriations  from  1825  to  date  have  been  $3,274,276.10, 

The  total  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897  (not  including  outstanding 
liabilities),  were'$2,730,065.74. 

WORKS  OP   PRESERVATION. 

The  location  and  details  of  these  works  are  given  in  the  Annual 
Beport  of  the  Ghief  of  Engineers  for  1895,  pages  621  and  622. 

With  the  exception  of  the  sea  walls  at  Deer  Island,  they  were  all  in 
fair  order  on  June  30, 1897,  and  no  work  has  been  done  on  them  during 
the  year.  They  are  generally  strongly  built,  massive  structures,  but 
in  very  exposed  positions,  and  liable  to  damage  by  storms.  These 
damages  are  most  economically  repaired  when  they  first  occur,  and 
funds  for  this  purpose  should  always  be  on  hand. 

On  June  30, 1897,  operations  were  in  progress  on  the  north  and  mid- 
dle head  sea  walls  at  Deer  Island,  about  228  running  feet  of  which 
required  repairs,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $2,500. 

These  operations  were  concluded  in  October,  1897. 

With  the  exception  of  the  south  head  wall  at  Deer  Island,  the  sea 
walls  are  in  fair  order  at  the  date  of  this  report,  but  additional  works 
of  preservation  are  required  as  follows: 

At  Point  Allerton. — The  sea  wall  should  be  extended  westward  for  a 
distance  of  at  least  150  feet  and  the  foundation  of  this  extension  should 
be  protected  with  riprap,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $15,000. 

At  Georges  Island. — The  unprotected  western  shore  line  of  the  island, 
in  front  of  the  Government  buildings,  has  been  considerably  abraded, 
and  it  should  be  protected  by  a  light  sea  waU,  1,400  feet  long,  at  a  cost 
of  $35,000. 

At  Oovernors  Island. — The  shore  line  of  this  island  has  never  been 
protected.  The  east  and  south  bluffs,  however,  should  be  covered  by 
sea  widls  t6  prevent  additional  abrasion,  not  only  to  secure  the  sites  of 
the  batteries  which  occupy  these  bluffs,  .but  also  to  prevent  injury  to 
the  main  ship  channel. 

The  east  bluff  wall  should  be  500  feet  long,  and  is  estimated  to  cost 
$30,000;  the  south  bluff  wall  should  be  1,800  feet  long,  and  will  cost 
$50,000. 

BNO  98 55 
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WORKS  OF  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  main  ship  channel, — Before  improvement  it  had  a  least  width  ot 
100  feet  and  a  least  depth  of  18  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

At  the  present  time  the  main  ship  channel  is  being  improved  under 
a  revised  project  submitted  August  11, 1892.  It  proposes,  in  accordance 
with  the  act  of  July  13, 1892,  to  widen  and  deepen  the  channej  so  that 
it  shall  be  1,000  feet  wide  and  27  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water.  The 
revised  project  was  estimated  to  cost  $1,250,000.    . 

The  original  project  of  improvement  of  the  harbor  was  submitted  in 
1867.  It  proposed  to  dredge  the  channel  23  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water,  1,0(K)  feet  wide  at  the  Upper  and  Lower  middles,  and  685  feet  at 
the  Narrows. 

In  1870  the  proposed  width  of  the  channel  at  the  Narrows  was 
reduced  to  625  feet  and  increased  to  1,100  feet  at  the  anchorage  shoal 
in  the  inner  harbor. 

Under  this  project,  to  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  project  of  1892, 
the  main  ship  channel  had  been  made  23  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water, 
1,100  feet  wide  west  of  the  Upper  Middle,  850  feet  wide  at  the  Upper 
Middle,  1,000  feet  wide  at  the  Lower  Middle,  and  at  least  625  feet  wide 
elsewhere. 

A  list  of  the  positions  where  dredging  and  blasting  were  done  in 
effecting  this  improvement  will  be  found  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1895,  page  623. 

To  complete  the  project  of  J867  the  Upper  Middle  must  be  widened 
to  1,000  feet,  which  work  is  necessarily  included  in  the  project  of  1892. 

On  June  30, 1897,  under  the  project  of  1892,  the  main  channel  had 
been  dredged  to  make  it  27  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  1,000  feet  wide 
from  the  entrance  (near  the  outer  light)  to  Bug  Light,  and  in  the  Nar- 
rows 800  feet  wide  to  the  passage  between  Georges  and  Gallops  islands, 
where  it  was  at  least  550  feet  wide;  but  the  free  use  of  this  27  foot 
channel  was  restricted  by  reason  of  ledges  uncovered  by  the  dredging. 

Operations  were  in  progress  under  a  contract  with  Messrs.  Townsend 
&  Johnston,  of  Somers  Point,  K.  J.,  to  remove  these  ledges,  containing 
8,722  cubic  yards,  at  $16.48  per  cubic  yard,  from  the  main  channel,  and 
the  contract  was  satisfactorily  completed  on  November  8, 1897,  making 
available  the  full  width  of  the  channel  which  had  been  dredged  to  the 
27  feet  depth. 

The  total  appropriations  for  this  revised  project  of  1892  are: 

By  the  act  of—  ' 

July  13, 1892 $265,000 

August  18,  1894 190,000 

June  3, 1896 45,000 

Sundry  civil  act  June  4,  1897 400,000 

Total 900,000 

The  act  of  June  3, 1896,  provided  as  follows  : 

Improving  harbor  at  Boston,  Massachusetts :  Continuing  improvement,  seventy 
thousand  dollars :  Provided^  That  this  sum  may,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  be  used  in  the  preservation  and  improvement  of  said  harbor,  including  the 
project  for  improving  the  main  ship  channel,  and  that  seven  thousand  dollars  of 
this  sum  may,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  be  used  in  improving  Chel- 
sea Creek,  and  so  much  thereof  as  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  his  discretion,  shaU 
direct  to  be  expended  for  the  protection  of  Great  Head,  Winthrop,  to  prevent  the 
further  washing  away  by  the  action  of  the  sea:  Provided,  That  contracts  may  be 
entered  into  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  such  materials  and  work  as  may  be  nec^- 
sary  to  carry  out  the  revised  project  of  An^st  eleventh,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety- two,  such  contracts  to  provide  that  said  ship  channel  shidi  be  widened  to  a 
minimum  width  of  one  thousand  foot  and  a  minimum  depth  of  twenty-seven  feet,  to 
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be  paid  for  as  appropriations  may  from  time  to  time  be  made  by  law,  in  the  aggre- 
gate not  to  exceed  one  million  one  hundred  and  forty-five  thousand  dollars,  exclu- 
sive of  amount  herein  and  heretofore  appropriated. 

On  February  11, 1897,  a  contract  was  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Brey- 
mann  Bros.,  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  to  dredge  2,910,718  cabic  yards,  more  or 
less,  from  the  main  ship  channel,  in  completion  of  the  project  of  Angast 
11, 1892. 

Operations  under  this  contract  were  commenced  on  October  25, 1897, 
and  duriDg  the  fiscal  year  479,308^  cabic  yards  of  material  were  dredged 
from  the  lower  main  ship  channel  in  the  Narrows. 

At  the  date  of  this  report  the  main  ship  channel  is  27  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water,  1,000  feet  wide  from  the  entrance  to  Bng  Light,  800 
feet  wide  thence  to  the  passage  between  Georges  and  Gallops  islands, 
and  thence  at  least  640  feet  wide  through  the  remainder  of  the  Narrows 
into  President  Eoads. 

From  President  Boads  to  the  city  the  main  ship  channel  is  23  feet 
deep  at  mean  low  water,  1,100  feet  wide  west  of  the  Upper  Middle,  850 
feet  wide  at  the  Upper  Middle,  1,000  feet  wide  at  the  Lower  Middle. 

On  March  12, 1898,  the  following  revised  estimate  was  submitted  for 
completing  the  project  of  August  11, 1892,  under  the  continuing  con- 
tracts authorized  by  the  act  of  June  3, 1896: 

For  dredging  (under  contract  of  February  11, 1897) : 

Dredging  2,910,717  cubic  yards  (more  or  less),  at  17i 

cents  per  cubic  yard $509,375.65 

Contingencies,  20  per  cent 101,875.13 

$611, 250. 78 

Bemoval  of  ledge : 

15,000  cubic  yards,  at  $15  per  cubic  yard 225, 000. 00 

Contingencies;  10  per  cent 22,500.00 

247,500.00 

Total 858,750.78 

From  the  appropriation  of  $70,000,  made  by  the  river  and  harbor  act 
of  June  3, 1896,  $45,000  was  reserved  for  expenses  under  the  continu- 
ing contracts,  and  $400,000  was  appropriated  by  the  sundry  civil  act 
of  June  4, 1897,  making  a  total  of  $445,(KK)  appropriated  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  main  ship  channel  under  the  continuiug  contracts. 

The  amount,  therefore,  to  bd  appropriated  to  complete  the  project  of 
1892  is  $413,750.78. 

On  November  19, 1897,  a  project  was  submitted  for  dredging  the  main 
ship  channel  to  a  depth  of  30  feet  at  mean  low  water,  in  accordance  with 
eection  9  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 189G. 

This  project  was  published  as  Doc.  No.  133,  House  of  Representatives, 
Fifty-fifth  Gongress,  second  session,  and  in  Appendix  B 19  of  the  Annual 
Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1898. 

Improvement  of  subsidiary  channels. — The  following-named  channels 
have  been  improved  from  time  to  time,  since  1867,  under  allotments 
from  the  general  appropriations  for  Boston  Harbor: 

Oharles  Biver,  Fort  Point  Channel,  Nantasket  Beach  Channel,  chan- 
nel between  Nixs  Mate  and  Lon^  Island,  Broad  Sound,  Jeffries  Point 
Channel,  and  Chelsea  Creek« 

Of  these,  the  improvement  of  Nantasket  Beach  Channel,  Nixs  Mate 
Channel,  Broad  Sound,  and  Jeffries  Point  Channel  has  been  completed, 
and  full  information  thereof  is  contained  in  the  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers,  1895,  pages  625-627. 

Charles  River. — This  river  empties  into  the  inner  harbor  near  the 
navy-yard  at  Charlestown. 
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Before  improvement  the  natural  channel  had,  so  far  up  as  Western 
Avenue  Bridge,  4|  miles  from  its  month,  7  feet  depth  at  mean  low 
water,  except  in  several  places,  covering  aboat  1^  miles  in  length  below 
Brookline  Street  Bridge,  where  the  depth  varied  from  4^  to  7  feet. 

From  Western  Avenue  Bridge  to  Arsenal  Street  Bridge  (2^  miles) 
there  was  a  depth  of  4  feet  at  mean  low  water,  and  thence  to  the  dam 
at  the  head  of  tide  water  (IJ  miles)  a  depth  varying  from  0  to  9^  feet 
above  mean  low  water.  The  mean  rise  or  fall  of  the  tide  is  10  feet.  A 
sketch  showing  the  river  was  published  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1884,  page  512. 

The  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  consists  in  straighten- 
ing, widening,  and  deepening  the  natural  channel  so  that  it  shall  be 
from  its  mouth  to  Western  Avenue  Bridge  7  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water  and  200  feet  wide;  from  Western  Avenue  Bridge  to  Market 
Street  Bridge  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  80  feet  wide;  thence 
to  the  dam  at  the  head  of  tide  water,  60  feet  wide  and  2  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water. 

The  estimated  cost  of  this  improvement  was  originally  $85,000.  A 
revised  estimate  was  submitted  in  1881  of  $125^000. 

The  total  allotments  from  the  appropriations  for  Boston  Harbor  for 
this  work  to  date  have  been  $77,500. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $57,500. 

Ko  operations  were  in  progress  during  the  fiscal  year,  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  improvement  on  June  30, 1898,  was  as  follows:  The  pro- 
jected channel  had  been  completed  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to 
Arsenal  Street  Bridge  (7^  miles).  Work  was  stopped  at  this  x)oint, 
for  the  reason  that  the  piers  and  draws  of  this  bridge  do  not  conform 
to  the  projected  channel  above  it.  In  effecting  this  improvement  127,971 
cubic  yards  was  dredged  during  the  years  1880-1884. 

To  complete  this  improvement  $47,500  must  be  allotted. 

Fort  Point  Channel, — ^This  channel  is  situated  between  the  eastern 
shore  of  Boston  proper  on  the  one  side  and  the  reclaimed  and  improved 
flats  of  South  Boston  on  the  other  side.  It  connects  the  tidal  basin  of 
South  Bay,  which  has  an  area  of  250  acres,  with  Boston  inner  harbor, 
is  fast  becoming  the  center  of  the  city's  most  extensive  shipping  trade, 
and  is  the  most  important  branch  of  the  main  ship  channel.  Fort 
Point  Channel  is  1^  miles  long. 

Before  improvement  the  least  depth  at  mean  low  water  was  12  feet 
at  its  entrance  and  17  feet  above  Congress  Street  Bridge. 

That  part  of  it  which  it  is  proposed  to  improve  is  spanned  by  bridges 
at  Congress  street.  Mount  Washington  avenue,  and  at  an  intermediate 
point.  The  bridges  have  conveniently-located  draw  openings,  but  the 
draw  piers  of  the  railroad  bridge  must  be  strengthened  or  reconstructed 
before  the  improvement  can  be  extended  past  them,  and  the  widt^  of 
the  draw  increased  to  that  of  the  other  bridges  above  and  below  it. 

The  project  for  this  improvement  was  submitted  January  27, 1885. 
It  proposed  the  excavation  of  a  channel  175  feet  wide  and  23  feet  deep 
at  mean  low  water  from  the  entrance  to  near  Federal  Street  Bridge,  a 
distance  of  4,100  feet,  and  was  estimated  to  cost  $100,000,  the  railroad 
bridge  to  be  reconstructed  at  the  expense  of  the  owners. 

By  the  act  of  August  5,1886,  $18,750  was  allotted  for  the  improvement 
of  this  channel  from  the  appropriation  for  Boston  Harbor. 

The  total  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $18,750. 

No  operations  were  in  progress  during  the  year,  and  the  condition  of 
the  improvement  June  30, 1898,  is  as  follows:  The  channel  is  dredged 
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as  proposed  from  its  entrance  to  Congress  Street  Bridge,  a  distance  of 
1,900  feet;  94,211  cnbic  yards  was  removed  in  effecting  this  improvement 
daring  the  year  1887. 

To  complete  the  improvement,  as  proposed,  to  Federal  Street  Bridge 
will  cost  $60,000,  and  this  sum  conld  be  expended  to  advantage  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1900,  if  the  railroad  draw  shall  have 
been  properly  reconstructed. 

Chelsea  Creek  {or  River). — ^This  river  flows  into  the  Mystic  Eiver  from 
the  east,  abont  1  mile  above  tlie  navy-yard  at  Gharlestown. 

In  its  original  condition  about  14  feet  at  mean  high  water  could  be 
carried  in  a  narrow  and  tortuous  channel,  difficult  of  navigation. 

The  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  tributary  channel  was  sub- 
mitted December  21, 1894.  It  proposed  to  dredge  a  channel  150  feet 
wide  and  18  feet  deep  at  mean  high  water  to  the  head  of  navigation,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  965,000. 

But  one  allotment  has  been  made  for  this  work,  $7,000,  from  the 
appropriation  of  $70,000  for  Boston  Harbor  by  the  act  of  June  3, 1896. 

This  allotment  was  expended  in  1896  in  the  removsQ  from  the  upper 
end  of  the  channel  of  22,236  cubic  yards  of  material,  to  facilitate  the 
passage  of  vessels. 

The  total  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $7,000. 

No  operations  were  in  progress  during  the  fiscal  year,  and  at  the 
date  of  this  report  the  channel  is  14  feet  deep  at  mean  high  water  and 
at  least  35  feet  wide,  with  greatly  increased  widths  at  turns,  up  to 
Proctor^s  wharf,  in  Revere. 

To  complete  the  improvement  as  proposed  will  cost  $58,000,  all  of 
which  could  be  expended  to  advantage  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1900. 

BtaajpiMaiitm  of  awkmmU  fohick  mutt  ht  appropriated  to  complete  existing  prcjecte. 

PRESSBVATION. 

Extension  of  Point  AUerton  sea  wall $15, 000. 00 

Sea  wall  for  Georges  Island 35,000.00 

Sea  wall  for  Governors  Island 80,000.00 

130, 000. 00 
Less  $18,000  from  appropriation  river  and  harbor  act  of  Jnne  3, 1896 18, 000. 00 

Total 112,000.00 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Snlxsidiar;  channels : 

Completion  of  Charles  River  improvement 47, 500. 00 

Completion  of  Fort  Point  Channel 60,000.00 

Completion  of  Chelsea  Creek  improvement 58, 000. 00 

Total 277,500.00 

Main  ship  channel: 

To  complete  project  of  1892  nnder  continuing  contracts,  estimate  of 
March  12, 1898.- 413,750.78 

Total 691,250.78 

All  of  this  amount  could  be  expended  to  advantage  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1900. 

The  several  works  completed  and  projected  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor  are 
located  in  the  collection  district  of  Boston  and  Charlestown,  Mass.  Boston  is  the 
port  of  entiy. 
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Money  statements. 

PBOJECT  OF  1867. 

July  1, 1991,  balance  unexpended $99,253.71 

JaneSOy  1^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 52,743.36 

Jolyl,  1898,  baUnce  unexpended , 46,510.36 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 277, 500. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June30,1900  277, 500, 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 


PROJECT  OF  1892. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $444,966.65 

Amount  appropriated  by  sundry  civil  act  approved  July  1^  1898 250, 000. 00 


694,956.65 
Juntf  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 58,272.81 


July  1, 1898, balance  unexpended 636,683.84 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities $32,738.08 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 425, 158. 17 

457,896.25 


163,750.78 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project. ...'.. 

1  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30, 1900  163, 750. 78 

I  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

,    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

The  dates  and  amounts  of  the  appropriations  for  this  work  are  as 
follows: 


A.ct  of— 

March  2,1825 $52, 

March  W,  1828 2, 

May  23, 1828 87, 

7, 

12, 

9, 
60, 
15, 
7, 
1, 
1, 

.J 

40, 
30, 
40, 
10, 

3, 
20, 
50, 
75, 


March  2, 1829. 

March  2, 1831 

March  2, 1831 

February  24,1832. 

July  3, 1832 

July  4, 1836 

July7,1838 

March  3, 1841 

March  3, 1841 

August  31, 1842... 

March  3, 1843 

July20,1848 

August  30, 1852... 

July  2, 1864 

July  2, 1864 

February  28,1865. 
February  28.1865. 
June  12,1866  ..... 
July  12, 1866. 


March  2, 1867 375, 


972.56 
000.00 
000.00 
310.54 
000.00 
390.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
353.00 
000.00 
500.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 

ooaoo 

000.00 
000.00 


Act  of— 

Julyll,1870 $100,000.00 

March  3, 1871 100,000.00 

June  10, 1872 75,000.00 

March  3,1873 150,000.00 

June  23, 1874 100, 000.00 

March  3, 1875 100,000.00 

August  14, 1876 50,000.00 

June  18. 1878 55,000.00 

March  3,1879 50,000.00 

June  14,1880 75,000.00 

March  3, 1881 100,000.00 

August  2, 1882 96,500.00 

July  5, 1884 5,000.00 

August  5, 1886 56, 250.00 

August  11, 1888 125,  ooaoo 

September  19, 1890 145, 000. 00 

July  18, 1892 300,000.00 

August  18, 1894 200,000.00 

June3,1896 70,000.00 

June  4, 1897 400,000.00 

July  1,1898 250,000.00 


Total 3,524,27&10 
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The  accompanying  commercial  statistics  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Jnne  30, 1897,  have  been  furnished  by  the  collector  of  easterns  at  Bos- 
ton,  Mass. 


AbHraet  of  propoiaUfor  removal  of  ledges  from  Boston  Harbor,  MassachuseiUj  opened 
October  S£,  1894,  by  Lieut,  Col,  S,  M,  Mansfield,  Corps  of  Engineers, 


No. 


1 
2 
8 


Name  and  addroM  of  bidder. 


Townsend  &  Johnston,  Somen  Point,  N.  J.  a 

P.  Suidford  Rosa,  Jersey  City,  N.J 

Geo.  Willett  Andrews,  Biddeford,  Me 


Price  bid 

per  onbio 

yard. 


$16.48 
18.00 
16.62 


Total. 


$144, 562.  !M 
157. 896. 00 
146,790.64 


a  Lowest  bid. 

The  contract  was  awarded  to  TowiiBond  d&  Johnston,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers. 

Abstraet  of  proposals  for  dredging  in  Boston  Harbor,  Massachusetts ,  opened  January  B8, 

1897,  by  Lieut,  Col,  S.  M,  Mansfield,  Corps  of  Engineers, 


No. 


1 
2 

8 

4 

S 

6 

7 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


Charles  Ik  Soother  and  Augustus  R.  Wright,  Boston,  Mass.. 

American  Dred^ng  Co.,  by  L.  Y.  Scheruierbom,  president, 
PhiladelDhia,  Pa , 

Alabama  Dredging  and  Jetty  Co.,  by  E.  L.  Merkel,  presi- 
dent. Mobile,  A& , 

Perkins,  White  A  Co.  and  John  J.  O'Brien  &  Co.,  Boston, 
Mass 


Baltimore  Dredging  Co.,  by  F.  A.  Furst,  president,  Balti- 
more, Md 

John  B.  St  Eugene  Breymann,  Toledo,  Ohio  b 

Morris  &,  Cummings  Dredge  Co.,  by  George  Leary,  presi* 
dent.  New  York,  N.  Y 


Price  bid 
per  cubic 

yard, 
measured 
in  scows 


OentM. 
21J 

20 

40 

284 

274 

264 


Price  bid 
for  remov- 
ing bowl- 
ders weigh- 
ing over  6 
tons  each, 
per  cubic 
yard. 


(a) 


$5 

15 

8 

10 

12 


Total. 


$636,719.66 
844,108.22 

1,164,287.20 

829,554.63 

800, 447. 45 
509,375.65 

771,340.27 


a  Informal. 


6  Lowest  bid. 


The  contract  was  awarded  to  Breymann  Brothers,  with  the  approval  of  the  Chief 
of  Engineers. 


LIST  OF  CONTRACTS  IN  FORCE  JUNE  30,  1898. 

Contract  dated  Febraary  11, 1897 :  Breymann  Brothers,  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  contractors; 
to  dredge  2,910,718  cubic  yards,  more  or  less,  of  material  from  the  main  ship  chan- 
nel, Boston  Harbor,  Massachusetts,  at  17i  cents  per  cubic  yard;  approved  March  9, 
1897;  to  be  commenced  April  1, 1897;  to  be  completed  Jnne  30, 1900. 
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COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 

Amonnt  of  revenae  collected : 

1896 $11,219,468.81 

1897 12, 425, 973.  <» 

1898 10,678,299.95 


Shipping. 


ButrftSOMs 

Foreign.. 

Domettio 
ClearanoM: 

Foreign.. 

Domestio 


18B6. 


No. 


1,980 
214 

1,874 
308 


Tone. 


1,850,270 
107,021 

1,388,680 
124,616 


1897. 


No. 


1,805 
200 

1,028 
324 


Tons. 


1,780,796 
163,163 

1,476,017 
169,294 


1898. 


No. 


1,780 
212 

1,673 
244 


Tons. 


1,772.068 
138,402 

1,541,315 
120,567 


Imports: 

Merchandise 

Coin  and  bullion 

Sxports: 

Foreign  merchandise  . . 

Coin  and  bullion 

Domestio  merobandise. 
Coin  and  bullion 


1896. 


$79,179,864 


1,212,826 

1,200 

94,638,178 


1897. 


$90^178,419 
8,724,582 

1,405,676 

4.000 

99,461,605 

1,000 


161,475,094 
663.740 

1,40^676 


116,129,227 
8,100 


Nnmber  of  coastwiBe  arrivals  as  published  by  the  chamber  of  commerce:  189L 
8,419;  1^89^1  9^66;  1896,  9,684. 


B  II. 

IMPROVEBfENT  OF  TOWN  RIVER,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Town  Eiver  is  a .  small  tidal  river,  tributary  to  Weymoath  Biver, 
which  empties  into  Boston  Harbor  on  the  sonth. 

The  wharves  of  the  city  of  Qoincy  are  about  1^  miles  above  its 
month. 

The  upper  half  of  the  river  has  a  narrow,  crooked  channel,  in  which 
but  1^  feet  of  water  can  be  carried  at  mean  low  water. 

The  project  for  its  improvement,  submitted  December  31, 1890,  pro- 
posed to  dredge  a  channel  4,500  feet  long,  100  feet  wide,  4  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water  to  the  head  of  navigation,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$20,000. 

On  March  24, 1897,  the  estimate  of  cost  of  the  project  of  improvement 
was  revised  in  accordance  with  Department  letter,  dated  August  7, 
1896,  and  increased  to  925,000.    (Annual  Report,  1897,  p.  848.) 

The  only  appropriation  to  date  was  by  act  of  June  3, 1896,  910,000. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $105.72. 

At  that  date  no  improvement  of  the  channel  had  been  secured,  but 
operations  were  in  progress  under  a  contract  with  Messrs.  Perkins  & 
White  to  dredge  33,000  cubic  yards  from  the  river  at  27  cents  per  cubic 
yard,  scow  measurement. 

Operations  under  this  contract  were  continued  during  the  fiscal  year 
until  satisfactorily  completed  on  September  4, 1897. 

Thirty-four  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety- four  cubic  yards  were 
removed  under  the  contract,  and  at  the  date  of  this  report  the  improved 
channel  is  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  50  feet  wide  up  to  Johnson's 
wharf,  a  distance  of  3,500  feet,  and  30  feet  wide  for  a  further  distance 
of  800  feet. 

To  complete  the  impiovekmeiivt)  ^oxsild  require  an  appropriation  of 
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115,000,  all  of  which  could  be  expended  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Jane  30, 1898. 

Town  River,  MasaaohosettSy  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Boston,  Mass.,  of  which 
Boston  is  the  port  of  entry.  Tlie  nearest  light-honse  is  on  Long  Island,  Boston  Harbor, 
Massachnsetts. 

The  local  commerce  consists  of  coal,  lamber,  etc.,  and  the  oatpat 
of  the  Qaincy  granite  qaarries. 
The  valae  of  this  commerce  annaally  will  approximate  $200,000. 

Money  statement 

Joly  1, 1S97,  balance  nnezpended $9,994.28 

June  80, 1898,  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 9,651.71 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended. 


242.57 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 15, 000. 00 

imount  that  can  beproiitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  JuueSO,  1900    15, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  oompliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

The  date  and  amoant  of  appropriation  for  this  work  is  as  follows: 

Act  of  June  3, 1896 $10,000 


Abgtract  of  proposdU  for  dredging  in  Totcn  Biver,  MM»achu8etU,  opened  September  g8, 

1896,  iy  Lieut,  Col,  S,  M,  Mansfield,  Corpe  of  Engineers, 


Kol 


Kanw  and  addrsM  of  biddar. 


Price  bid  peroaMo 


!>iaper< 
yara. 


For 
dredging. 


Bowlders 

overs 
tonsesoh. 


Totel 
yards 

that  oan 
be 

dredged. 


1 
2 
8 
4 


PerUos  A  White*  Boston,  M[aas.a...< 
Charlee  H.  Soother,  Boston,  Mass  ... 
Aognstas  B.  Martin,  Boston,  Mass .. 
^Mtem  Diedging  Go.,  Boston,  Mass 


Cents. 
27 
46 
85 
82 


$8 

10 
6 
8 


87,087 
22,222 
28,671 
81,260 


a  Lowest  bid. 


The  contract  was  awarded  to  Mesanu  PerkinB  St  White,  with  the  appzoyal  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers. 


B  za. 

IMPSOYEMEirr  OF  WETMOUTH  RIYEB,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Weymoath  (Fore)  Biver  empties  into  the  sonthwestem  part  of  Bos- 
ton Harbor,  Massachasetts.  For  4  miles  it  was  navigable  at  low  water 
for  vessels  drawing  18  feet,  and  to  the  head  of  navigation,  an  addi- 
tional 3  miles,  at  least  3  feet  depth  was  to  be  fonnd. 

The  original  project  for  its  improvement  was  submitted  December 
2, 1889.  It  proposed  to  improve  the  natural  channel  so  that  6  feet  at 
mean  low  water  conld  be  carried  to  the  head  of  navigation  in  a  chan- 
nel 100  feet  wide  to  near  Weymouth  Landing,  thence  to  Braintree 
Bridge  80  feet  wide  and  above  the  bridge  50  feet  wide,  the  total  length 
of  improved  channel  to  be  7,000  feet  and  to  cost  $40,000. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  have  been  $40,000,  of  which  $12,500 
must  be  expended  on  the  "Back"  Kiver. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1807,  were  $26,749.42,  and  at  that  dat^ 
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tbe  improved  channel  was  6  feet  deep  and  60  feet  wide  ap  to  Braintree 
Bridge,  and  was  completed  above  the  bridge,  excepting  over  four  small 
ledges  uncovered  by  the  dredging  in  1897, 

Ko  operations  have  been  in  progress  daring  the  fiscal  year,  and  at 
the  date  of  this  report  the  condition  of  the  improvement  is  the  same 
as  on  June  30, 1897. 

Weymouth  (Back)  River  lies  east  of  the  Fore  Biver  and  forms  tbe 
boundary  between  the  towns  of  Weymouth  and  Hingham.  It  empties 
into  Boston  Harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Fore  River. 

Originally  6  feet  at  mean  low  water  could  be  carried  to  the  wharf  of 
the  Bradley  Fertilizer  Oompany,  a  distance  of  7,000  feet.  For  a  farther 
distance  of  about  8,800  feet  a  channel  exists  navigable  only  at  high 
water. 

The  project  for  the  improvement  of  Weymouth  (Back)  Biver  was 
submitted  February  7, 1891.  It  proposed  to  dredge  a  channel  through 
the  outer  bar  200  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  and  to 
widen  and  deepen  the  natural  channel  of  the  river  to  the  same  dimen- 
sions, to  the  wharf  of  the  fertilizer  company,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$22,000. 

On  March  15, 1897,  a  project  for  the  further  improvement  of  this 
river  was  submitted.  It  proposed  to  dredge  a  channel  60  feet  wide 
and  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  the  wharf  of  the  Bradley  Fer- 
tilizer Company  up  to  Mann's  wharf,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $49,834.0K 
(House  Doc.  Ko.  12,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  first  session.)  (Annual 
Report,  1897,  pJ  874.) 

No  appropriations  have  as  yet  been  made  for  the  execution,  of  this 
project. 

The  appropriations  to  date  have  been  $12,500. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $11,704.19. 

At  that  date  the  channel  had  been  dredged  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water,  200  feet  wide  through  the  outer  bar,  and  125  feet  wide  thence  to 
the  Fertilizer  Company  wharf. 

'No  operations  have  been  in  progress  during  the  fiscal  year,  and  at 
the  date  of  this  report  the  condition  of  the  improvement  is  the  same  as 
on  June  30,  1897. 

The  amount  required  to  complete  the  improvement  of  Weymouth 
(Fore)  River  is  $12,500;  to  complete  Weymouth  (Back)  River,  project 
of  1891,  $9,500;  total,  $22,000. 

Weymonth  River  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Boston,  Mass.,  of  which  Boston  is 
the  port  of  entry.  The  nearest  light-honse  is  on  Long.  IslMid,  Boston  Harbor, 
Massachusetts. 

Money  statement. 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $1,546.39 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,546.39 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project ....     22, 000.00 

I  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  infiscal  veareudine  JuneSO,  1900  22, 000. 00 
I  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

,    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

The  dates  and  amounts  of  the  appropriations  for  this  work  are  as 
follows: 

By  act  of— 

Septembers,  1890 $10,000 

July  13, 1892 ,.     10,000 

August  18, 1894 6,000 

June  3;  1896 16^000 

Total 40^000 
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No  contracts  were  in  force  on  Jane  30, 1898. 

Commercial  etatistics  are  included  in  the  statement  for  Boston  Harbor,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

The  character  of  commerce  benefited  by  the  improvement  of  this  river  ih  the  sap- 
ply  of  coaly  lumber,  and  general  merchandise  to  the  populous  district  surrounding 
it.    The  annual  value  of  this  commerce  approximates  $750,000. 


B  13. 
IMPSOVEBfENT  OF  THE  HABBOR  AT  SCTrUATE,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Scitaate  Harbor  is  on  the  west  shore  of  Massacbasetts  Bay,  14  miles 
firom  either  Boston  or  Plymouth  lighthouses,  and  just  southwest  of  the 
direct  sailing  course  of  all  ocean-going  vessels  entering  Boston  Harbor. 

Before  improvement  the  harbor  had  a  low-water  area  of  57  acres, 
approximately,  more  than  6  acres  of  which  had  a  depth  of  at  least  3  feet 
at  mean  low  water.  It  was  entirely  open  to  the  action  of  east  winds, 
and  the  entrance  was  obstructed  by  many  sunken  bowlders.  The  depth 
on  the  bar  was  about  2}  feet  at  mean  low  water.  The  mean  rise  or  fall 
of  the  tide  is  9.8  feet. 

The  object  of  the  improvement  is  to  create  a  harbor  of  refuge  for  ves- 
sels bound  to  Boston,  which  are  too  far  south  of  their  course  to  clear  the 
dangerous  ledges  near  Minots  Light-house. 

The  project  of  improvement,,  adopted  in  1881,  is  to  build  two  rubble- 
stone  breakwaters  converging  firom  opposite  shores,  and  to  dredge  an 
anchorage  basin  connecting  with  the  sea  and  the  town  wharves.  The 
anchorage  basin  is  t>o  be  30  acres  in  area,  approximately.  The  entrance 
channel  is  to  be  2,700- feet  long  and  300  feet  average  width.  The  depths 
proposed  were  15  feet  in  the  entrance  channel,  12  to  15  feet  between  the 
breakwaters,  12  feet  immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  south  breakwater, 
and  10  feet  for  the  anchorage  basin;  the  channel  leading  to  the  town 
wharves  is  to  be  3  feet  deep,  all  at  mean  low  water. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  breakwaters  was  $100,000,  and  of  dredging, 
$190,000;  a  total  of  $290,000. 

The  plan  of  the  harbor,  showing  the  proposed  improvement,  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1881,  Part  I, 
page  522. 

The  total  amount  appropriated  for  this  work  to  date  is  $89,680,  of 
which  $1,180  was  exx>ended  before  the  present  project  was  adopted. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $82,616.53. 

At  that  date  the  condition  of  the  improvement  was  as  follows: 

A  i>ortiou  of  the  beach  between  Cedar  Point  and  the  mainland  was 
protected  by  a  brush-and-stone  bulkhead  450  feet  long,  in  front  of 
which  was  a  stone  apron  10  feet  wide,  385  feet  long. 

All  known  bowlders  obstructing  the  entrance  of  the  hatbor  were 
removed. 

The  anchorage  basin  was  400  by  350  feet  in  area,  7  feet  deep  at  mean 
low  water. 

The  entrance  channel  was  1,600  feet  long,  100  feet  wide,  and  5  feet 
deep  at  mean  low  water.  The  channel  connecting  the  basin  with  the 
town  wharves  was  3  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  and  100  feet  wide, 
except  at  the  upper  end,  where,  for  a  distance  of  75  feet,  it  averaged 
only  50  teet  wide. 

Tlie  north  breakwater  was  720  feet  long,  the  south  breakwater  450 
feet  long. 
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A  contract  was  in  force  with  the  Eastern  Bred^ng  Oompany  to 
dredge  14,000  cnbic  yards,  more  or  less,  of  material  from  the  entrance 
channel. 

Operations  were  in  progress  nnder  this  contract  on  Jane  30, 1897, 
and  were  continn^  daring  the  fiscal  year,  antil  completed  on  Joly  21, 
1897,  and  nnder  it  the  entrance  channel  was  deepened  to  7  feet  at  mean 
low  water  in  a  cat  100  feet  wide. 

At  the  date  of  this  report  the  condition  of  the  improvement  in  all 
other  respects  is  the  same  as  on  Jnne  30, 1897. 

Scitaate  Harbor  is  in  the  ooUeotion  distriot  of  Plymouth,  Maas. 


Money  statement. 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $6,883.47 

June  30, 18d8y  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5,499.39 


July  1, 1896,  balance  unexpended. 


384.06 


{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 201, 500. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    30, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

'    The  dates  and  amounts  of  the  appropriations  for  this  work  are  as 
follows: 


Act  of— 

March  2.1829 $180 

August  30, 1852 r,000 

June  14. 1880 7,500 

March  3, 1881 10,000 

August  2, 1882 10,000 

July6,1884 10,000 

Augu0t5,1886 10,000 


Act  of — 

August  11, 1888 $5,000 

September  19, 1890 10,000 

July  13,1892 10,000 

August  18, 1894 10,000 

June  ^1886 6,000 

Total 89,680 


AhBtrad  of  propoBoU  for  dredging  in  SoitnaU  HarhoTf  Massaehu$ett9,  opened  Septeaiber 
£8, 1896,  by  Lient.  Col.  S.  M.  Mansfield,  Corps  of  Engineers. 


Ko. 


1 

2 
aZ 


Kame  and  sddiMS  of  bidder. 


Charles  H.  Souther,  Boston,  Mass. . .. 
Aagnstna  B.  Martin,  Boston,  Mass  .. 
Eastern  Dredging  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Prioe  bid  per  cable 
yard. 


For 
dredging. 


Bowlders 
oTerS 


Cents. 
45 
45 


$8 
6 
8 


Total 
yards 

that  can 
be 

dredged. 


13,; 

13,333 

16.584 


aLowettt  bid. 


The  contract  was  awarded  to  the  Eastern  Dredging  Company,  with  the  approyal 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 
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COMMKRCIAL  STATISTICS. 


The  acoompanyinff  commeroial  statistics  have  been  famished  by  the  collector  of 
customs  at  Plymoath,  Mass. 

Amount  of  revenue  collected,  1897,  $76.47. 


Shipping. 


BntraDoes: 

Foreign.. 

Domeatlo 
dearanoM: 

Foreign.. 

DomMtic 


1896. 


No. 


1 

39 

1 
39 


Tons. 


400 
5,840 

400 
6,840 


1897. 


No. 


3 
42 

8 
42 


Tons. 


290 


290 


1898. 


No. 


3 
25 

3 
25 


Tons. 


ImiMxts. 


Coal tons. 

Lumber feet. 

Lime  and  oement barrels. 

Briok ..number. 

Shingles do... 

Hiacellaneons barrels. 


1898. 


6,000 
8,000,000 


a  10, 000 


1897. 


'  5,000 

3,500,000 

1,500 

450,000 


a  15, 000 


1898. 


3,500 
2,000,000 


600,000 

8, 000, 000 

61,000 


aLrish  moss  exported. 


6  Lime. 


Vessels  frequenting  the  harbor,  two  and  three-masted  schooners:  draft  of  water. 
10  to  12  feet. 


B  14. 
mPROVEBfENT  OP  THE  HARBOR  AT  PLYMOUTH,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Plymoath  Harbor  is  situated  30  miles  south  of  Boston.  Its  oater 
anchorage,  the  ^<Gow  Yard,"  is  common  to  Plymoath,  Kingston,  and 
Dnxbary,  and  is  the  only  refuge  for  seagoing  vessels  from  northeasterly 
gales  when  caught  between  Boston  and  Provincetown,  a  distance  of 
about  75  miles,  following  the  coast  line.  The  entrance  to  this  outer 
anchorage  is  direct,  unobstructed,  of  ample  width,  and  sufficiently  deep 
for  the  wants  of  commerce.  The  anchorage  is  capacious  and  has  good 
<^  holding  ground,''  but  the  extensive  tidal  basins  inside  of  it  give  strong 
variable  currents  across  it. 

The  inner  or  harbor  proper  is  formed  by  Long  Beach,  a  narrow,  low 
sand  spit  3  miles  long,  which  extends  generally  parallel  to  the  main- 
land and  about  1  mile  from  it. 

The  harbor  contains  about  2,000  acres,  almost  all  of  which  is  dry  at 
low  tide.  A  few  narrow,  crooked  channels  traverse  these  flats.  They 
join  about  the  center  of  the  harbor,  opposite  the  town  wharves,  and 
form  the  main  ship  channel  (150  feet  wide,  approximately,  and  10  feet 
deep  at  mean  low  water),  which  runs  directly  behind  the  northern  half 
of  Long  Beach  to  the  outer  anchorage. 

The  maintenance  of  this  inner  harbor  or  channel  depends  on  the 
preservation  of  Long  Beach. 

A  chart  of  the  harbor  was  published  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  the  year  1888,  Part  I,  page  460. 

Before  improvement  about  6  inches  depth  of  water  could  be  carried 
to  the  town  wharves  at  low  tide. 

Previoui^  to  1875  the  project  was  a  general  one,  and  had  for  its  object 
the  preservation  of  Long  Beach.    From  the  nature  of  the  work  it  can 
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at  no  time  be  considered  completed,  and  small  annnal  appropriations 
are  necessary  to  repair  any  damages  done  by  storms.  The  varions 
devices  employed  for  this  purpose  are  described  in  the  Annual  Bex>ort 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1877. 

The  project  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  was  first  adopted  in 
1875.  It  provided  for  dredging  a  channel  from  the  town  wharves  to 
the  main  ship  channel,  2,286  feet  long,  100  feet  wide,  and  6  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water.  This  project  was  modified  in  1877  so  as  to  inclode  the 
dredging  of  a  basin  866  feet  long,  150  feet  wide,  and  8  feet  deep  directly 
in  front  of  the  town  wharves. 

In  1884  and  1885  it  was  proposed  to  deepen  the  channel  and  basin  to 
9  feet  at  mean  low  water,  and  to  make  the  channel  150  feet  wide. 

The  modified  project  of  1884  required  the  excavation  of  81,000  cubic 
yards  (scow  measurement),  and  was  originally  estimated  to  cost  $27,000. 
This  estimate  was  revised  in  1885  in  accordance  with  the  low  pricey 
then  current  for  dredging,  and  the  cost  was  then  estimated  to  be 
$22,500. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  ordered  a  survey  to  be  made 
and  project  submitted  for  further  improvement  of  the  harbor,  and  on 
April  24, 1897,  a  plan  and  project  for  improvement  were  submitted,  the 
estimated  cost  of  which  was  $8,716,95, 

This  report  and  project  were  published  as  House  Doc.  No.  39,  Fifty- 
fifth  Congress,  first  session;  also  Annual  Beport,  Chief  of  Engineers, 
1897,  page  877. 

From  1824  to  date  the  amount  appropriated  for  this  harbor  is  $182,- 
766.90,  of  which  there  has  been  expended  to  June  30, 1897 — 

For  beach  protection $128,3^.73 

For  dredging : 50,514.89 

Total - 178,868.62 

On  June  30, 1897,  the  project  of  1884-1883  for  improvement  had  been 
completed.    Long  Beach  was  in  good  order. 

An  examination  of  the  dredged  channel  and  basin  was  made  in  Jan- 
uary, 1898. 

Ko  other  operations  were  in  progress  during  the  fiscal  year. 

At  the  date  of  this  report  the  condition  of  the  improved  channel  is 
good,  but  the  anchorage  basin  has  shoaled  so  that  its  upper  end  has 
but  2  feet  of  water  at  mean  low  water,  and  requires  redredging,  which 
is  provided  for  in  the  project  submitted  April  24, 1897. 

The  condition  of  the  beach  generally  is  satisfactory,  but  the  winter 
storms  of  1897-98  weakened  it  in  places,  which  may  require  protection 
during  the  present  summer. 

A  small  sum  should  always  be  available  for  the  harbor  to  immedi- 
ately repair  any  damage  made  to  Long  Beach  by  storms.  These  nec- 
essary repairs  havje  averaged  in  the  last  twenty  years  $1,500. 

Plymouth  Harbor  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Ply  month ,  Mass.,  of  which  Plym- 
outh is  the  port  of  entry.  The  nearest  light-houses  are  the  Plvmonth  (Garnet) 
Lights,  about  5  miles  from  Plymouth,  and  Dnxbury  Pier  light,  a\>oat  2  miles  dis- 
tant. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $3,896.28 

June  30, 1S&S,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 949. 34 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2, 948.94 
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Tbe  dates  and  amounts  of  appropriations  for  this  harbor  are  as 
follows: 


Act  of— 

May  26, 1824 $20,000.00 

March  3, 1825 5,712.00 

March  25, 1826 13,184.90 

April  23, 1830 1,850.00 

March  2, 1831 2,820.00 

Jnly3,1832 2,500.00 

March  2, 1833 600.00 

JnDe28,1834 2,000.00 

March  3, 1835 700.00 

July2,l836 500.00 

Jaly7,1838 2,400.00 

Aueast  31, 1852 5,000.00 

JuQr  11,1870 10,000.00 

March  3, 1871 10,000.00 

June  10,1872 2,500.00 

March  3, 1873 3,000.00 


Act  of— 

June  23, 1874 

March  3, 1875 

June  18, 1878 

March  3, 1879 

June  14, 1880 

March  3, 1881 

August  2, 1882 

July  5, 1884 

August  5, 1886 

•  August  11, 1888 • 

September  19, 18J)0 

July  13,1892 

August  18, 1894....: 

June  3, 1896 


$5,000.00 

10, 000. 00 

5,000.00 

3,500.00 

10, 000. 00 

10, 000. 00 

14, 000. 00 

10, 000. 00 

6,000.00 

6, 000. 00 

8,000.00 

9,500.00 

1,500.00 

1,500.00 


Total 182,766.90 


CO^IMEBCIAL  STATISTICS. 

The  aocompanying  commercial  statistics  have  been  furolshefl  by  the  collector  oi 
customs  at  Plymouth,  Mass. 
Amount  of  revenue  collected,  1896,  $3,780.43;  1897,  $1,750.26;  1898,  $2,887.21. 


Shipping. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

No. 

Tona. 

Na 

Tona. 

No. 

Tona. 

EntrancM: 

Foreifn..... 

6 

go 

13 
3 

8 

766 

3 

71 

DomMtio -- --              

ClearaDees: 

Forfiim .- 

• 

.......t 

0 

1,071 

DomMtlo 

• 

Importa. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

Coal 

Tona. 

24,832 

791 

b  1, 400. 000 

160 

4)3.486 

Tons. 

22.566 

725 

ft  3, 400, 000 

820 

Toiu. 
28,521 

Iron 

Xtomber. 

62,400,000 

Sand 

Misoollaneoiiii ^.... 

IBO 

a  Yaloe,  $104,000.  5  Feet.  e  Stone. 

Barges  and  schooners  of  an  average  draft  of  13  feet  frequent  the  harbor. 


B  15. 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  HARBOR  AT  PROVINCETOWN,  MASSA.CHUSETT8. 

Provincetown  Harbor  is  situated  at  the  extremity  of  Gape  God,  about 
40  miles  southeast  from  Boston  Light.  It  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
harbors  of  refuge  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  The  entire  commerce  of  New 
England  and  a  very  large  local  fishing  interest  are  directly  benefited 
by  its  maintenance,  which  depends  entirely  on  the  preservation  of  the 
sandy  beaches  which  inclose  it. 

Since  1826  the  project  has  been  a  general  one^  and  provides  for  the 
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preservation  of  the  harbor  by  bailding  dikes,  balkheads,  and  sand 
catches,  and  extensive  planting  of  beach  grass  to  repair  or  prevent 
storm  damages  to  the  beaches.  From  the  natore  of  the  work  it  can  at 
no  time  be  considered  completed. 

A  full  history  of  the  improvement  will  be  found  in  the  Annual  Beport 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  the  years  1876, 1879,  and  1886.  A  special 
dike  across  House  Point  Island  Flats,  to  be  built  contingently,  was 
recommended  in  the  Annual  Eeport  for  1886. 

A  plan  of  the  harbor  was  published  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1886. 

The  riv^r  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  ordered  a  survey  of  the 
harbor,  ^<  with  a  view  of  erecting  a  dike  for  the  protection  of  that 
harbor.^ 

This  survey  was  made  in  October,  1896,  and  the  plan  and  rex)ort  of 
the  survey  were  submitted  to  the  Department  March  1, 1897,  and  were 
published  as  House  Doc.  Ko.  8,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  first  session. 

The  survey  showed  that  no  material  alteration  had  occurred  in  House 
Point  Island  Flats,  but  continued  weakening  of  the  beach  on  the  har- 
bor side  near  Wood  End  Light  was  shown,  and  the  report  recom- 
mended the  protection  of  the  beach  on  the  harbor  side  in  that  vicinity 
by  means  of  a  stone  riprap,  estimated  to  cost  $13,200. 

The  total  appropriations  for  this  harbor  to  date  are  $155,918.44. 

The  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $149,876.17. 

The  condition  of  the  several  works  of  preservation  in  this  harbor  on 
June  30, 1897,  was  as  follows : 

Lang  Point. — This  long,  narrow,  low  point  forms  the  southeastern 
limit  of  the  harbor.  Works  of  preservation  have  been  built  at  its 
northeastern  end,  protecting  the  Long  Point  light-house  reservation  at 
a  point  near  the  Wood  End  Light  where  the  beach  is  exceedingly  nar- 
row and  low,  and  at  its  northwestern  end  near  Abel  Hill.  These  works 
of  protection  were  in  good  order. 

Abel  Hill  Dike. — This  dike  was  built  to  prevent  a  rush  of  water  from 
Lanceys  Harbor  over  House  Point  Island  Flats  into  the  main  harbor. 
The  rapid  wearing  away  of  the  southern  sand  spit  that  formed  Lanceys 
Harbor  had  threatened  to  make  a  breach  through  the  beach  south  of 
the  dike.  To  guard  against  this,  brush  and  wooden  sand  catches  have 
been  built  on  the  outer  beach  opposite  the  west  end  of  the  dike.  The 
dike  was  in  good  order. 

House  Point  Island  'Flats. — These  flats  remained  essentially  unaltered. 
It  still  appears  unnecessary  to  commence  the  dike  projected  to  be  built 
across  these  fiats. 

Beach  Point,  High  Head  Dike,  and  Cove  Section. — These  works  were 
all  in  good  order. 

Additional  works  of  protection  were  required  near  Wood  End  Light. 

During  the  fiscal  year  the  work  of  protection  near  Wood  End  Light 
was  extended  about  227  feet  and  a  portion  of  the  old  work  was  repaired. 
The  beach  at  this  point  is  now  in  fair  order,  but  the  riprap  recom- 
mended March  1, 1897,  must  be  built  before  the  beach  at  this  point  can 
be  considered  safe. 

The  works  protecting  the  northeastern  end  of  Long  Point  will  soon 
require  extension  to  the  northwest. 

With  these  exceptions  the  works  of  preservation  at  the  date  of  this 
report  are  in  good  order  and  fulfilling  satisfactorily  the  purjiose  for 
which  they  were  built. 

The  nature  of  the  works  of  preservation  of  the  harbor  requires  a 
small  sum  to  be  always  available  for  immediate  repairs. 
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Sncb  necessary  repairs  have  averaged  $1,500  per  annam. 

The  prospective  benefit  to  commerce  is  the  preservation  of  an  impor- 
tant harbor  of  refuge.  '  t^ 

The  accompanying  commercial  statistics  have  been  famished  by  the 
collector  of  customs  at  Barnstable,  Mass. 

Provincetown  is  a  port  of  entiy  in  the  collection  district  of  Barnstable^  Mass. 
The  nearest  light-houses  are  Wooa  End  and  Long  Point  lights. 

Money  statement 

July  1. 1897,  balance  nnexi>ended $6,042.27 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 556.98 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 5,485.29 

The  dates  and  amounts  of  the  appropriations  for  this  work  are  as 
follows: 


Act  of— 

May  19,1826 $3,600.00 

March  2,1829 3,500.00 

March  2,1831 2,050.00 

March  3, 1832 4,600.00 

June  28,1834 4,400.00 

March  3, 1835 4,400.00 

July  2, 1836 4,400.00 

July  7, 1838 4,500.00 

August  30,1852 5,000.00 

June  23,1866 43,068.44 

July  28, 1866 8,000.00 

March  3, 1871 6,000.00 

June  10,1872 5,000.00 

March  3,1873 6,000.00 

Jnne23,1874 6,000.00 

March  3, 1875 5,000.00 


Act  of— 

August  14, 1876 $4,000.00 

June  18,1878 1,000.00 

March  3, 1879 1,000.00 

June  14,1880 500.00 

March  3, 1881 5,000.00 

August  2, 1882 5,000.00 

July  5, 1884 2,000.00 

August  5,1886 3,000.00 

August  11,1888 3,000.00 

September  19, 1890 7, 500. 00 

July  13, 1892 1,500.00 

August  18, 1894 1,500.00 

June  3,1896 1,500.00 


Total 155,918.44 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 


Amount  of  revenue  collected,  1896,  $196. 40;  1897, 


;  1898,  $1, 439. 28. 


Shipphig. 

1800. 

1897. 

1888. 

Jfo. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

Entranoes: 

for6iini. ..•••.... 

14 
7 

12 
6 

2,757 
810 

1,240 
2,250 

12 
5 

9 
0 

2,559 
708 

1,025 
1,403 

23 

15 

3,450 

Domentio -- 

dearmnces: 

Forei^....... 

2,250 

DomMtio  ............................................. 

Imports. 

1890. 

1897. 

1896. 

Goal 

■ 

Tons, 

0,000 

40 

a  2, 900 

575 

6960,000 

Tons. 

5,500 

85 

a  2, 700 

GOO 

5850,000 

280 

35 

6  350 

3,940 

Tons. 

6,000 

Iron 

Hour.. 

Grain 1.... 

I«nmbor .................................................. 

ft  1,500 

Suit 

250 

Tin 

Wood 

£300 
2,360 

M<>rchi*n4i  w> .-^ 

3,000 

MiHC4!ll  snAons , .,.,,-.- 

13,000 

a  Barrels. 


5  Feet. 


e  Cords. 


All  classes  and  uatlonalitieB  of  Teosels  visit  the  harbor  for  shelter  or  with  cargo. 
Eiitimated  value  of  vessels  which  enter  the  harbor  during  the  year,  $40;000,0(X). 

ENG  98 56 
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B  i6. 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  HARBOR  AT  C^THAM,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Ghatham  Harbor  is  at  the  eastern  end  of  l^antacket  Sound,  abont 
15  miles  east  of  Hyannis,  Mass.  Its  outer  anchorage,  known  as  Chat- 
ham Boads,  is  a  capacious,  deep,  unobstructed  harbor  of  refuge  from 
northerly  and  easterly  gales. 

The  inner  harbor,  locally  known  as  ^<  Stage"  Harbor,  is  small  but 
well  landlocked.  It  is  about  one-half  mile  long,  500  to  600  feet  wide, 
and  has  8  to  12  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water.  Its  entrance  was  origi- 
nally obstructed  by  three  bars,  on  which  the  depth  at  mean  low  water 
was  not  to  exceed  4  feet.    The  mean  rise  or  fall  of  the  tide  is  5  feet. 

The  project  for  the  improvement  of  the  inner  harbor  was  submitted 
December  19, 1890,  and  was  based  on  a  survey  made  in  October,  1890. 
It  proposed  to  dredge  a  channel  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  through 
the  three  obstructing  bars,  100  feet  wide  at  the  inner  bar,  150  feet  wide 
at  the  middle  bar,  and  200  feet  wide  at  the  outer  bar,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $10,000. 

On  March  24, 1897,  a  revised  estimate  of  cost  of  the  project  was  sub- 
mitted, in  accordance  with  Department  letter  16423,  August  7, 1896. 

This  estimate  increased  the  cost  of  the  improvement  $3,732.79,  the 
increase  being  necessary  because  of  the  small  amount  of  work  to  be 
done  and  the  distance  of  Ghatham  Harbor  from  large  ports  where 
dredging  plants  are  maintained. 

The  total  appropriations  to  date  have  been  $10,000. 

The  expenditures  to  June  30, 1897,  were  $4,426.10. 

At  that  date  the  improved  channel  through  the  middle  and  inner 
bars  was  100  feet  wide,  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water.  Nothing  had 
been  done  on  the  outer  bar.  At  least  5  feet  draft  could  be  carried  into 
the  harbor  at  mean  low  water. 

On  June  20, 1896,  a  project  was  submitted  for  the  expenditure  of 
$5,000,  appropriated  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  and 
on  August  29, 1896,  advertisement  was  published  calling  for  bids  for 
the  proposed  work  to  be  opened  on  September  29, 1896. 

No  bids  were  received  in  answer  to  the  advertisement,  and  on  May 
19, 1897,  it  was  recommended  that  the  frinds  available  for  this  work  be 
retained  in  the  Treasury  until  further  funds  are  provided. 

Ko  other  operations  were  in  progress  during  the  fiscal  year,  and  at 
the  date  of  this  report  the  condition  of  the  improvement  is  tiie  same  as 
on  June  30, 1897. 

Chatham  Harbor  is  in  the  coUectioa  district  of  BarDstable,  Mass.,  of  which  Barn- 
stable is  the  port  of  entry.    The  nearest  light-house  is  Hardinga  Beach  Light. 

Money  statement 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $5,573.90 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 5,573.90 


< 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 3, 7^  79 

Amount  tiiat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  end  vatt  June  SO,  1900  3, 732. 79 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

The  dates  and  amounts  of  appropriations  for  this  harbor  are  as 
follows: 


Total • , 10,OOP 
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COMMERCIAL  BTATIBTIOS. 


The  acoompanyine  oommeroial  statistics  have  been  fnmished  by  the  collector  of 
customs  at  Barnstable,  Mass. : 


Imports. 


coia 

Lumber 

MJftceUaneona. 


18M. 


Tont. 
1,200 
al2,000 
56,000 


1897. 


Tans. 

1,200 

a20,000 

c2,000 


18M. 


1,300 

a  100, 000 

625 


a  Feet. 


cBasbels. 


b  Bushels  of  oyiten. 

Vessels  of  all  kinds  drawing  ftom  2^  to  8  feet  iieqaent  the  harbor  for  shelter  or 
-with  cargo. 
Estimated  yalne  of  yessela  which  enter  the  harbor  daring  the  year,  $40;000;000. 


B  17. 

BEMOYIKG  SUNKEN  VESSELS  OB  GRAFT  OBSTRUCTING  OB  ENDANGERING 

NAVIGATION. 

On  May  13, 1897,  the  wreck  of  the  schooner  Annie  S.  Rudolph  (official 
number  106315)  was  reported  to  be  such  an  obstruction  to  navigation 
as  is  contemplated  by  section  4  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  14, 
1880,  and  it  was  recommended  that  it  be  removed  by  the  United  States, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $750. 

The  wreck  was  about  2^  miles  E.  by  N.  of  Orleans,  Gape  God,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  about  66  feet  of  water  at  low  tide,  and  if  the  masts  and 
spars  were  removed  the  hull  would  present  no  obstruction  to  navigation. 

On  May  20, 1897,  an  allotment  of  9750  was  made  for  this  work. 

Proposals  were  invited  by  public  advertisement,  dated  June  29, 1897. 

The  bids  received  were  opened  July  29, 1897,  and  an  abstract  of  them 
will  be  found  in  the  annexed  table. 

On  Aogast  9, 1897,  a  contract  was  entered  into  with  tbe  lowest  bid- 
der, Mr.  L.  E.  Lunt,  of  Maiden,  Mass.,  and  the  wreck  was  satisfactorily 
removed  by  the  contractor  by  Angust  18, 1897,  at  a  cost  of  9192.15. 

On  February  15,  1898,  a  portion  of  the  wreck  of  a  vessel,  name 
unknown,  lying  in  the  Old  Harbor,  Ghatham,  Mass.,  was  reported  to 
be  such  an  obstruction  to  navigation  as  is  contemplated  by  section  4  of 
the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  14, 1880,  and  it  was  recommended  that 
it  be  removed  by  the  United  States  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $800. 

On  March  3, 1898,  an  allotment  of  $800  was  made  for  this  work. 

Proposals  were  invited  by  public  advertisement  dated  March  29, 1898. 

The  bids  received,  were  opened  April  29, 1898,  and  an  abstract  of  them 
will  be  found  in  the  annexe4  table. 

On  May  10, 1898,  a  contract  was  entered  into  with  tbe  only  bidder, 
Mr.  Joseph  K  Bloomer,  of  Ghatham,  Mass.,  and  the  wreck  was  satis- 
factorily removed  by  the  contractor  by  May  20,  1898,  at  a  cost  of 
$402.36. 


AbMtraei  of  prQpwal%fw  rvmxfoal  of  wreeik  from  off  OrleanB,  Mass,,  received  in  responee 
to  odeerHeement  dated  June  g9, 1897,  and  opened  July  S9, 1897,  by  lAeut.  Col.  3.  M. 
Mansfield,  Corpe  of  Engineers, 


Hob 

Vsme. 

Address. 

Price  bid 

for  exMnl- 

nstlon  ef 

wreck. 

Price  bid 

for  removal 

of  wreck. 

BemKrks. 

1 

L.'B.Ln-ntd r,..,,..- 

Maiden.  Msss 

$184.40 
176.00 

$284.40 
276.00 

Tnfnrmal. 

s 

OharieeW.  Johnston 

SulliTsn.  Me 

Da 

a  Lowest  bid. 


The  contraet  was  awarded  to  Mr.  L.  £.  Lunt  with  the  approval  of  the  Chief  <y£ 
Kngineen. 
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Jhatract  of  proposals  for  removing  wreok  from  Chatham  Harbor ^  MassadkusetU,  recar^ 
in  response  to  advertisement  dated  March  SS,  1898,  and  opened  April  S9,  1898,  by  diree- 
tion  and  in  the  absence  of  JAeut.  Col.  S,  M.  Mansfield,  Corps  of  Engineere,  by  First 
Lieut.  John  Stephen  Sewell,  Coips  of  Engineers. 


Ko. 

Name. 

R«sidence. 

Aggregate 
amuant  bid. 

BemwkB. 

1 

Joae'Dh.  U.  Bloomor.. .................. 

Ohatham,  If  Mn 

$332.42 

XjO west  bid. 

The  contract  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Joseph  N.  Bloomer  with  the  approval  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers. 


B  x8. 

SURVEY  OF  MERRIMAC   RIVER,   MASSACHUSETTS,   FROM   LOWELL  TO 

OLD  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  STATE  LINE. 

[Printed  in  House  Doa  Ko.  242,  Flfty-flfth  Congresa,  second  aession.] 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

United  States  Army, 
Washington^  D.  (7.,  January  17^  1898, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  report, dated 
January  8, 1898,  with  map,*  by  Lieut.  Ool.  S.  M.  Mansfield,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  of  the  results  of  a  survey  made  of  Merrimac  Eiver,  Massa- 
chusetts, from  Lowell  to  the  Kew  Hampshire  State  line,  to  comply  with 
requirements  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896. 

The  river  flows  in  a  tortuous  course  between  high  banks,  with  a  con- 
tinuous depth  of  about  6^  feet  for  a  least  width  of  250  feet  between 
6-foot  contours,  and  Colonel  Mansfield  states  that  it  is  easily  navigable 
by  the  class  of  boats  which  use  it.  The  river  seems  to  afibrd  ample 
accommodations  for  the  present  and  prospective  navigation  interests, 
and  in  view  of  this  fact,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  indication  by  Con- 
gress of  the  dimensions  of  channel  intended,  no  estimate  for  any  improve- 
ment of  the  stream  is  submitted  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mansfield. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  M.  Wilson, 
Brig,  Oen.^  Ohief  of  Engineers^ 
Hon.  B.  A.  Alger,  U.  8,  Army. 

Secretary  of  War. 


report  of  LIEUT.  ool.  S.  M.  MANSFIELD,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Boston^  Ma88.j  Jo/nuary  8, 1898. 

Oeneral:  In  accordance  with  instructions  of  September  5, 1896, 1 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  (accompanied  with  a 
tracing)  of  the  survey  of  Merrimac  Biver,  Massachusetts,  from  Lowell 
to  the  l^ew  Hampshire  State  line,  as  provided  for  in  the  river  and  harbor 
act  of  June  3, 1896. 

The  Merrimac  Biver  is  closed  at  the  city  of  Lowell  by  a  dam  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  a  reservoir  of  water  to  furnish  power  to  the  large 

*  No t  reprinted.    Printed  in  House  Doo.  No.  242,  Fifty-fifth  CongresS;  second  eessioD. 
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mills  forming  the  ^eat^  portion  of  that  city's  industries.  A  canal 
around  the  dam  affords  communication  with  the  river  below  for  very 
small  crafty  but  is  rarely  used. 

No  preliminary  examination  of  the  river  above  the  dam  has  ever  been 
authorized  or  reported  upon. 

The  present  survey  was  made  during  the  months  of  November  and 
December,  and  covers  a  stretch  of  about  8  miles  of  river.  For  the 
details  thereof  I  invite  attention  to  the  chart  and  accompanying  report 
of  Assistant  Engineer  T.  T.  Hunter  Harwood,  wherein  it  appears  that 
the  river  flows  in  a  tortuous  course  between  high  banks,  with  a  con- 
tinuous depth  of  about  6^  feet  for  a  least  width  of  250  feet  between  the 
6-foot  contours;  that  it  is  easily  navigable  by  the  class  of  boats  which 
use  it,  there  being  some  little  diflBculty,  however,  in  time  of  low  water  in 
passing  the  remains  of  an  old  dam  built  across  the  river  at  Tyngs  Island 
some  years  ago.  This  dam  is  submerged  to  a  depth  of  0  feet  below  the 
adopted  pla^e  of  reference  of  the  survey,  and  has  a  gap  of  25  feet,  carry- 
ing over  10  feet  of  water,  which  relieves  the  difficulties  experienced  at 
time  of  low  water  so  far  as  depth  of  water  is  concerned ;  and  at  Tyngsboro 
the  river  is  spanned  by  a  highway  bridge  without  a  draw  opening. 

The  navigation  interests  are  merely  nominal;  a  few  small  steam 
launches  and  rowboats  are  used  for  pleasure  purposes  only,  while  the 
river  carries  annually  from  4,000,000  to  6,000,000  feet  of  timber  to  the 
sawmills  at  Lowell.  In  view  of  the  above,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
the  Merrimac  Eiver  between  the  city  of  Lowell  and  the  ]New  Hampshire 
State  line  is  unworthy  of  improvement  by  the  General  Government, 
and  therefore  no  estimate  for  its  improvement  is  submitted. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  Mansfield, 
Lieut  OoLy  Corpn  of  Engineers. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Okie/ of  UngineerSj  U.  8.  A. 


report  of  mr.  t.  t.  hunter  harwood,  assistant  engineer. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Boston,  Mast.f  January  7,  1898, 

Colonel:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  upon  the  survey  of 
Merrimac  River,  MaHsacbusettR,  from  Lowell  to  the  New  Uampsire  State  line,  made 
in  November  and  December,  1897,  in  accordance  with  yonr  instructions,  and  with  it 
a  plan  of  the  survey  drawn  to  a  scale  of  1=36,000. 

The  stretch  of  river  to  be  covered  by  the  survey  was  about  8  miles  in  len^h. 

A  triangulation  system  was  established  along  the  banks  of  the  river  containing  117 
points.  Great  difficulty  was  encountered  in  making  this  triangalation  becauae  of 
the  heavy  ^owth  of  woods  and  underbrush  along  the  banks  of  the  river.  By  means 
of  these  triangulation  points  113  ranges  for  sonnding  were  laid  out  about  400  feet 
apart  and  approximately  at  ri^ht  angles  to  the  axis  of  the  channel. 

On  these  rang:es  6,338  soundings  were  taken  and  were  located  by  angles  of  inter- 
section taken  with  a  transit  from  suitable  shore  stations.  The  sbore  lines  shown  on 
plan  resulted  from  a  reduction  of  these  soundings  to  the  plane  of  reference  adopted 
for  plotting  the  hydrography  of  the  surrey. 

Vescription  of  ehannel  as  developed  by  the  survey, — The  river  is  closed  at  Lowell  bv  a 
dam  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  head  of  water  as  power  for  the  large  mills  forming 
the  greater  portion  of  that  city's  industry. 

Passage  from  the  lower  Merrimac  River  around  this  dam  is  rendered  possible  for 
small  boats  only  by  means  of  a  small  canal,  known  as  Pawtucket  Canal,  the  lower 
outlet  of  which  is  in  the  Concord  River,  which  flows  into  the  Merrimac  River  below 
Hunts  Falls.  About  4  feet  draft  of  water  can  be  carried  through  this  canal.  The 
canal  at  its  upper  outlet  is  95  feet  wide,  and  is  crossed  by  a  highway  bridge  without 
draw  opening,  supported  in  the  center  by  a  pier.  The  height  of  this  bridge  above 
the  surface  of  the  water  is  about  10  feet. 
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The  plane  of  reference  adopted  for  the  redaction  of  the  sonndings  of  the  anrrey 
is  the  top  of  the  flashboards  as  they  at  present  exist  oif  the  dam  at  Lowell. 

Variations  from  this  level  freauently  occnr,  caused  by  the  flnotnating  snpply  of 
water  fnmished  by  the  watershed  of  the  npper  Merrimac  River. 

llie  Looks  and  Canal  Company  at  Lowell  maintain  a  standard  gauge  at  the  dam, 
readings  of  which  are  recorded  every  hoar.  The  highest  recorctod  rise  in  reoeat 
years  above  the  adopted  plane  of  reference  is  9.8  feet,  on  March  3, 1896,  and  the  low- 
est recorded  fall  below  the  same  plane  is  6.75  feet,  on  September  15,  1883. 

Ganges  for  use  in  the  sorvey  were  set  from  bench  marks  which  had  been  estab- 
lished at  intervals  along  the  banks  of  the  river  in  connection  with  this  standard 
gange  bv  the  Locks  and  Canal  Company. 

The  river  from  New  Hampshire  State  line  to  Lowell,  Mass.,  flows  in  »  tortaont 
conrse  between  high  banks,  its  general  direction  being  easterly. 

The  greatest  con tinuoas  depth  of  channel,  as  developed  by  the  snrvey,  is  about  6^ 
feet,  with  a  least  width  of  250  feet  between  the  6-foot  contours.  It  is  easily  nan- 
gable  by  the  class  of  boats  which  use  it,  the  place  where  it  is  at  all  difficult  being 
at  Tyngs  Island,  where  there  is  an  old  dam  crossing  the  river  from  the  westerly  shore 
to  the  island. 

This  dam  is  submerged  under  about  6  feet  of  water  below  the  adopted  plane  of 
reference,  but  at  low- water  stages  of  the  river  forms  an  obstruction  to  navigation. 
It  is  constructed  of  logs,  stone,  and  earth,  and  some  years  ago  a  section  of  about  25 
feet  was  removed  to  facilitate  the  passage  of  boats,  affording  an  increased  depth  of 
4  feet  in  the  gap. 

At  Tyngsboro  the  river  is  spanned  by  a  highway  bridge  without  a  draw  opening. 

The  operations  of  the  party  in  the  field  were  in  charge  of  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Finn, 
United  States  hydrographer.  Mr.  Finn  made  careful  inquiry  as  to  the  commerce  on 
the  river  and  the  number  and  character  of  vessels  employed  therein,  with  results  as 
follows : 

From  1887  to  1891  15  steam  launches,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  495  tons,  paftied 
through  the  canal.  In  1893  3  sailboats,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  20  tons,  passed 
through.  From  1893  to  the  present  date  nothing  but  rowboats  have  made  use  of  the 
canal. 

Up  to  1890  about  1.000,000  feet  of  logs  were  rafted  through  each  year. 

The  canal  has  not  been  used  for  tiiat  purpose  since  that  date,  owing  to  the  remoTal 
of  the  sawmill  to  above  the  dam. 

The  commerce  of  the  river  is  confined  to  the  rafting  of  about  4,000,000  to  6,000,000 
feet  of  timber  each  year  between  Nashua,  N.  H.,  and  Lowell,  Mass. 

A  few  small  steam  launches  and  rowboats  are  owned  on  the  river  as  pleasure  crafts, 
and  formerly  two  excursion  steamers  plied  between  Nashua  and  Lowell,  but  have 
recently  been  discontinued. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

T.  T.  HunTER  Harwood, 

U.  8,  AM9i8tant  Engineer, 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  M.  Mansfield, 

Corpi  of  Engineert,  U,  S,  A, 


B  ig. 

SURVEY  OF  BOSTON  HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS,  WITH  A  VIEW  TO 
SECURING  A  CHANNEL  1,200  FEET  WIDE  AND  30  FEET  DEEP  FROM 
THE  NAVY- YARD  TO  THE  ENTRANCE  OF  THE  PRESENT  MAIN  SHIP 
CHANNEL,  AND  FROM  THE  MAIN  SHIP  CHANNEL  IN  PRESIDENT 
ROADS  THROUGH  BROAD  SOUND  CHANNEL. 

[Printed  in  Honse  Doo.  No.  133,  Fifty-fifth  Congrms,  teoond  sessfon.] 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Enginsebs, 

United  States  Army, 
Washingtony  D.  C,  December  5, 1897, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompan3ing  copy  of  report, 
dated  November  19, 1897,  with  map,*  by  Lieut.  Col.  S.  M.  Mansfield, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  giving  the  results  of  a  survey  of  Boston  Harbor, 
Massachusetts,  with  a  view  to  securing  a  channel  1,200  feet  wide  and 

*  Not  reprinted.  Printed  in  House  Doc.  No.  133,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session. 
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30  feet  deep  from  the  navy-yard  to  the  entrance  of  the  present  main 
ship  channel,  and  from  the  main  ship  channel  in  President  Eoads 
throngh  Broad  Sound  Ohannel,  made  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896. 

Provision  has  been  made  by  the  river  and  harbor  acts  of  1892, 1894, 
and  1896  for  improving  the  main  ship  channel  so  that  it  shall  have  a 
width  of  1,000  feet,  with  a  minimum  depth  of  27  feet  The  project  for 
obtaining  these  channel  dimensions  is  now  being  executed,  and  thus  far 
there  has  been  secured  a  channel  of  the  full  depth  of  27  feet,  1,000  feet 
wide  from  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  to  Bug  Light,  800  feet  wide  from 
Bug  Light  to  the  passage  between  Georges  and  Gallops  islands,  and 
thence  550  feet  wide  through  the  Narrows  to  President  Roads. 

Oolonel  Mansfield  states  that  a  great  deal  of  rock  in  place  will  still 
have  to  be  removed  from  the  main  ship  channel  to  completo  the  present 
work  of  excavation,  and  to  enlarge  this  channel  to  the  contemplated 
dimensions  will,  it  is  estimated,  cost  $1,557,621.72.  The  estimated  cost 
of  enlarging  the  channel  from  the  navy-yard  to  President  Roads  is 
$1,644,553.90.  The  proximity  of  the  deep  water  of  Broad  Sound  and 
President  Roads  has  suggested  the  possibility  of  a  direct  and  superior 
entrance  to  Boston  Upper  Harbor,  and  Colonel  Mansfield  is  of  opinion 
that  the  channel  between  them  could  readily  be  improved  to  the  dimen- 
sions required,  and  at  a  small  cost  compared  with  the  expense  of 
improving  the  channel  through  the  Narrows.  The  cost  of  this  new 
channel  through  Broad  Sound  is  estimated  at  $481,941.57. 

For  the  reasons  given  in  the  report,  Golonel  Mansfield  is  of  opinion 
that  the  harbor  is  worthy  of  improvement  to  the  extent  of  providing  a 
channel  1,200  feet  wide  and  30  feet  deep  from  the  navy-yard  to  Presi- 
dent Roads,  and  from  President  Roads  through  Broad  Sound  Channel, 
and  that  work  on  the  latter  portion  should  be  executed  first.  Owing 
to  the  difficulties  and  the  expense  attending  the  work  he  does  not 
recommend  the  increasing  of  the  dimensions  of  the  lower  main  ship 
channel,  as  it  is  thought  that  the  proposed  improvement  of  the  Broad 
Sound  Channel  will  amply  meet  the  requiremente  of  navigation. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  M.  Wilson, 
Brig.  Qen.^  Chief  of  Engineers, 

XT.  S.  Army. 
Hon.  R.  A.  ALaEB, 

Secretary  of  War. 


bepobt  of  lieut.  col.  s.  m.  manbfield,  corps  of  engineers. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

BosUnty  Mass.,  November  19, 1897. 

Obneral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  upon  a 
survey  of  Boston  Harbor,  Massachusetts,  with  an  estimate  of  cost,  to 
secure  a  channel  1,200  feet  wide  and  30  feet  deep  from  the  navy-yard 
to  the  entrance  of  the  present  main  ship  channel,  and  from  the  main 
ship  channel  in  President  Roads  through  Broad  Sound  Channel,  in 
compliance  with  the  requirements  of  section  9  of  the  river  and  harbor 
act  of  June  3, 1896,  and  your  instructions  of  September  5, 1896: 

Under  the  river  and  harbor  acts  of  1892, 1894,  and  1896,  provision 
has  been  made  for  improving  the  main  ship  channel  so  that  it  shall 
have  a  width  of  1,000  feet  and  a  minimum  depth  of  27  feet. 
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The  project  is  now  being  executed,  and  thus  far  there  has  been 
secured  a  channel  of  the  full  depth  of  27  feet,  1,000  feet  wide  from  the 
entrance  of  the  harbor  to  Bug  Light,  800  feet  wide  from  Bug  Light  to 
the  passage  between  Georges  and  Gallops  islands,  and  thence  550  feet 
wide  through  the  Narrows  to  President  Boads. 

This  survey  is  directed  "with  a  view  to  securing  a  channel  1,200  feet 
wide  and  30  feet  deep  from  the  navy-yard  to  the  entrance  of  the  present 
main  ship  channel,  and  from  the  main  ship  channel  in  President  Boads 
through  Broad  Sound  Channel.'* 

Boston  Harbor  consists,  essentially,  of  an  inner  and  an  outer  harbor 
united  by  a  deep  waterway,  and  each  accessible  from  the  sea  by  a  dis- 
tinct channel  widening  into  a  deep  and  spacious  roadstead. 

The  inner  harbor  lies  to  the  north  and  westward  of  Long  Island,  and 
has  deep  water  and  good  anchorage  in  President  Boads,  seaward  of 
Lower  Middle  Bar,  and  also  near  the  city  westward  of  Upper  Middle 
Bar,  the  direct  entrance  to  which  is  by  Broad  Bound. 

The  Broad  Sound  Channel  has  always  been  regarded  as  impractica- 
ble for  the  larger  class  of  vessels,  owing  to  the  proximity  of  dangerous 
rocks  and  shoals.  It  has,  therefore,  been  used  only  by  vessels  of  light 
draft,  more  especially  those  bound  to  the  eastward;  the  main  ship 
channel  being  alone  available  for  the  larger  class  of  vessels. 

The  outer  harbor  lies  to  the  southward  of  Long  Island,  and  has  a  fine 
anchorage  in  Kantasket  Roads.  It  connects  with  the  inner  harbor  by 
the  main  ship  channel  through  the  Narrows,  and  its  sea  entrance  is  by 
Boston  Light. 

The  main  ship  channel  of  the  inner  harbor  from  the  navy-yard  to 
President  Boads  has  at  present  a  depth  of  only  23  feet  upon  the  upper 
and  lower  middle  bars,  and  at  its  narrowest  place  is  800  feet  wide, 
through  which  must  pass  the  entire  commerce  of  the  harbor  of  Boston. 
At  the  entrance  from  President  Boads  this  channel  is  bordered  on  the 
north  by  the  dangerous  shoal  of  State  Ledge,  the  dread  of  the  harbor 
pilots,  and  upon  which  was  recently  wrecked  one  of  the  largest  trans- 
Atlantic  steamers. 

Inadequate  anchorage  room  in  the  upper  harbor  is  recognized  by  the 
work  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  in  enlarging  the  area  of  deep  water 
in  front  of  the  city  wharves. 

From  President  Boads  the  entrance  to  the  main  ship  channel  through 
the  Narrows  is  by  a  sharp  turn  in  the  sailing  course,  and  the  passage 
through  is  attended  with  great  risk  and  danger  on  account  of  its  limited 
width  and  the  congestion  of  the  channel  by  reason  of  the  great  number 
of  vessels  frequenting  it. 

Large  vessels  occasionally  run  ashore  in  the  effort  to  avoid  a  saOing 
vessel  with  the  right  of  way,  and  the  danger  of  grounding  and 
obstructing  the  passage  is  greatly  enhanced  by  reason  of  the  strong 
cross  currents  encountered,  while  the  vessel  must  move  under  slow 
speed. 

Major  Baymond  has  given  the  following  description  of  the  singular 
and  complicated  tidal  peculiarities  of  this  channel : 

The  strongest  branoh  of  the  ebb  sets  directly  across  this  channel,  passing  between 
Gallops  ana  Georges  islands  and  going  out  through  the  Black  Rook  Channel, 
between  Lovells  Island  and  the  Brewster  Spit.  A  portion  of  this  current  is  deflected 
by  the  southeast  end  of  Lovells  Island  and  runs  slowly  in  a  northwest  direction. 
Thus  we  have  a  strong  ebb  current  running  across,  a  weak  one  running  inward,  and 
no  current  at  all  running  outward  in  the  main  ship  channel.  But  the  performances 
of  the  flood  are  still  more  singular.  The  strongest  current  runs  through  the  Black 
Rock  Channel  across  the  Narrows.  Just  in  the  very  center  of  the  main  ship  channel 
it  meets  a  weak  current  flowing  inward  from  the  main  entrance,  and  another  which, 
coming  in  through  Broad  Sonud  and  being  deflected  by  Nixs  Mate  Shoal,  flows  oat- 
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ward  through  the  main  channel.  The  center  of  the  Narrows  is,  therefore,  the  scene 
of  a  tumultuous  struggle  between  these  three  branches  of  the  flood,  which,  having 
arranged  matters,  finaUy  flow  out  amicably  together  between  Gallops  and  Georges 
islands. 

Kotwithstanding  these  defects  it  is  well  sheltered  and  convenient. 

The  insufficiency  of  present  accommodations  for  the  port  of  Boston 
has  been  recognized  by  Congress  in  making  provision  for  completing 
this  main  ship  channel  so  that  it  shall  have  a  minimnm  width  of  1,000 
feet  and  a  minimum  depth  of  27  feet,  and  further  providing  for  this 
survey  and  estimate  of  cost  of  a  channel  1,200  feet  wide  and  30  feet 
deep  through  the  main  ship  channel,  and  an  additional  channel  of  the 
same  dimensions  through  Broad  Sound. 

In  the  progress  of  improvement  of  the  main  ship  channel,  extending 
over  a  i>eriod  of  many  years,  ledge  rock  has  been  encountered  in  almost 
every  part  of  it,  more  especially  in  the  passage  between  the  islands  of 
the  lower  harbor,  and  its  removal  has  proved  costly.  A  great  deal  of 
rock  in  place  will  still  have  to  be  removed  to  complete  the  channel  now 
being  excavated.  To  enlarge  this  channel  to  the  contemplated  dimen- 
sions will,  it  is  estimated,  require  the  removal  by  dredging  of  2,864,079 
cubic  yards  of  sand,  gravel,  and  clay,  and  by  drilling  and  blasting  of 
40,000  cubic  yards  of  rock,  the  cost  of  which  appears  as  follows: 

For  dredging  sand,  gravel,  and  olay,  2,864,079  yards,  scow  measure,  at 

25  cents $716,019.75 

For  rock  excavation,  in  place,  40,000  yards,  at  $17.50 700, 000. 00 

1, 416, 019. 75 
Engineering  expenses  and  contingencies,  10  per  cent 141, 601. 97 

Total 1,557,621.72 

The  estimates  for  the  enlarged  channel  from  the  navy-yard  to  Presi- 
dent Boads  are  as  follows : 

For  dredging  sand,  gravel,  and  clay,  scow  measurement,  5,140,196  cubic 

yards,  at  ^  cents $1,285,049.00 

For  rock  excavation,  in  place,  12,000  yards,  at  $17.50 '  210, 000. 00 

1, 495, 049. 00 
Engineering  expenses  and  contingencies,  10  per  cent 149, 504. 90 

Total 1,644,553.90 

The  proximity  of  the  deep  water  of  Broad  Sound  and  President 
Boads  has  suggested  the  possibility  of  a  direct  and  superior  entrance 
to  Boston  Upper  Harbor,  and  this  survey  has  confirmed  our  impression 
that  the  channel  between  them  could  readily  be  improved  to  the  dimen- 
sions required,  and  at  a  small  cost  compared  with  the  cosb  of  improving 
the  channel  through  the  Karrows.    The  estimate  is  as  follows: 

For  dredging  836,082  cnbic  yards  of  sand,  grayel,  and  clay,  at  35  cents..  $292, 628. 70 
For  rook  excavation,  7,275  yards,  at  $20 145,500.00 

438, 128. 70 
Engineering  expenses  and  contingencies,  10  per  cent 43, 812. 87 

Total 481,941.57 

In  view  of  what  has  already  been  said,  tbe  importance  of  developing 
this  channel  requires  no  further  argument;  it  is  simply  a  necessity  for 
the  large  and  increasing  commerce  of  the  second  greatest  port  on  the 
Atlantic  Seaboard.  This  new  channel  through  Broad  Sound  would  not 
only  relieve  the  congestion  found  in  the  Narrows,  but  it  would  probably 
predominate  in  imx)ortance,  from  the  fact  that  it  would  be  more  direct 
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and  free  from  complicated  tidal  disturbances,  and  be  the  natural  conrse 
for  the  large  trans- Atlantic  steamers. 

A  wide,  deep  channel  through  Broad  Sound,  together  with  the  chan- 
nel through  the  Narrows,  would  make  the  port  of  Boston  unique  in  that 
it  would  have  two  independent  channels  nearly  at  right  angles  to  each 
other,  offering  a  choice  to  the  navigator  in  bad  weather  to  and  from  the 
commodious  and  safe  anchorage  of  President  Eoads. 

I  am  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the  harbor  is  worthy  of  improve- 
ment to  the  extent  of  providing  a  channel  from  the  navy-yard  to  Presi- 
dent Boads,  and  from  President  Boads  through  Broad  Sound  Channel, 
1,200  feet  wide  and  30  feet  deep,  and  the  latter  should  be  executed  first 

Owing  to  the  difficulties  and  expense  of  increasing  the  dimensions  of 
the  lower  main  ship  channel,  it  is  not  recommended,  as  it  is  thought  the 
improved  Broad  Sound  Ghannel  will  amply  meet  the  requirements. 

For  the  details  of  the  survey  I  would  respectfully  invite  attention  to 
the  accompanying  very  complete  and  satisfactory  repert  of  Assistant 
Engineer  T.  T.  Hunter  Harwood. 

BespectfuUy  submitted. 

S.  M.  Mansfield, 
Lieut.  OoLj  Carps  of  Engineers. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  A. 


be  port  of  mr.  t.  t.  hunter  harwood,  assistant  enginekr. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Boston,  MasB.,  November  18^  1897, 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  npon  a  anrvey  of  Boston 
Harbor,  Massachnsetts,  and  a  project  for  its  improvement,  as  ordered  in  section  9, 
river  and  harbor  act  of  Jane  3,  1896,  "  with  a  view  to  securing  a  channel  1,200  feet 
wide  and  30  feet  deep  from  the  navy-yard  to  the  entrance  of  the  present  main  ship 
channel,  and  from  the  main  ship  channel  in  President  Roads  throngh  Broad  Soond 
Channel ;"  and  also  a  plan  of  the  harbor,  showing  locations  of  the  proposed  improve- 
ment, drawn  to  a  scale  of  1 :  10,000. 

BUR  VETS. 

The  limited  fnnds  allotted  for  this  work  by  the  Department  for  surveying  purposes 
in  connection  with  the  preparation  of  the  project  made  it  necessarv  to  ntuize  to  the 
utmost  extent  such  information  as  was  already  in  the  possession  of  this  office. 

Surveys  of  the  upper  and  lower  main  ship  channels  dating  back  to  1888  (the  same 
information  as  was  used  in  preparation  of  the  project  of  August  11, 18^),  have  been 
utilized  in  preparing  estimates  of  the  cost  of  improving  these  channels. 

This  information,  with  the  knowledge  acquired  in  dredging  operations  in  these 
channels,  was  deemed  sufficient  under  the  circumstances  to  base  the  estimates  npon. 

BROAD  SOUND  CHANNEL. 

As  no  Information  in  regard  to  the  Broad  Sound  Channel  had  ever  been  acquired 
by  this  office  through  its  own  surveys,  it  was  necessary  that  a  close  survey  of  this 
channel  be  made. 

Operations  were  commenced  on  June  24, 1897,  and  were  completed  November  13, 
1897. 

The  area  covered  by  the  survey  was  about  1^  square  miles. 

Soundings  were  taken  on  a  system  of  ranges  radiating  fcom  Great  Faun  Bar  Beaoon, 
and  crossing  Broad  Sound  Channel  approximately  normal  to  its  axis,  at  intervals  of 
about  250  feet. 

The  method  adopted  for  location  of  soundings  was  by  "the  three-point  problem,'' 
the  angles  being  taken  between  prominent  shore  points  by  two  sextant  observers  in 
the  sounding  boat. 

A  total  of  35,058  soundings  and  10,773  sextant  angles  were  taken  on  148  xangM^ 
Aggregating  about  150  miles  in  length. 
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This  work  resalted  in  a  satisfactory  de6nition  of  the  Broad  Sound  Channel  and  a 
thoroagh  development  of  the  eztensiye  shoal  ground  lying  between  this  channel  and 
Great  Fann  Bar  and  through  which  at  the  commencement  of  the  work  it  appeared 
that  a  channel  might  advantageously  be  cut. 

The  plotting  of  the  notes  was  kept  well  along  with  the  field  work  and  early  devel- 
oped the  fact  that  the  most  economical  location  of  the  proposed  improvement  would 
be  in  the  Broad  Sound  Channel.  When,  therefore,  the  work  of  boring  was  taken 
up,  operations  were  confined  to  investigation  of  the  character  of  the  material  com- 
posing the  shoals  bordering  this  channel.  Two  hundred  and  twenty -two  borings, 
generally  to  a  depth  of  at  least  30  feet  mean  low  water,  were  taken  on  these  shoafs, 
and  the  results  show  that  but  little  difficulty  will  be  encountered  in  obtaining  1,200 
feet  width  and  90  feet  depth  through  this  channel. 

The  borings  were  made  by  means  of  a  water-jet  boring  apparatus  operated  by  aid 
of  the  steamer  Tourist,  where  the  depth  of  material  to  be  penetrated  exceeded  5  or  6 
feet,  and  the  lighter  work  was  done  by  means  of  a  sounding  pole  terminating  in  a 
lone  iron  rod. 

The  surveying  operations  were  under  the  direct  charge  of  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Finn, 
United  States  hydro^apher,  and  were  carried  on  under  unusual  difficulties,  owing 
to  the  exposed  location  of  the  work  and  the  prevalence  of  high  winds  and  heavy  sea. 
This  is  best  Ulnstrated  by  the  statement  that  on  thirty-seven  of  the  one  hundred  and 
sixteen  working  days  occupied  by  the  survey  absolutely  no  work  could  be  accom- 
plished. 

Broad  Sound  Channel,  as  developed  by  the  survey,  is  about  10,000  feet  long  from 
the  easterly  end  of  the  roadstead  known  as  President  Roads  to  deep  water  in  Broad 
Sound,  about  west  of  Commissioners  Ledge.  It  is  bordered  on  the  east  by  flats 
extending  northwest  from  Lovells  Island,  by  an  extensive  rocky  shoal  known  as 
Aldridges  Ledge  and  Devils  Back,  and  by  Commissioners  Ledge;  on  the  west  by 
continuous  shoal  g^^und  extending  east  from  Deer  Island. 

Thirty  feet  draft  of  water  with  a  width  of  about  500  feet  can  be  carried  through 
this  channel  jErom  President  Roads  to  west  of  Devils  Back,  where  it  is  obstructed  by 
a  bar  with  a  least  width  of  300  feet  and  a  greatest  depth  of  29.8  feet. 

In  considering  the  best  location  of  the  lines  of  improvement  through  the  channel, 
it  was  evident  that  excavation  on  Commissioners  Ledge,  the  Devils  Back,  ana 
Aldridges  Ledse  should  be  avoided  as  far  as  possible. 

The  borings  m  the  shoals  west  of  the  channel  showed  the  material  to  be  sand, 
gravel,  clay  with  bowlders,  and  in  some  instances  hardpan. 

The  only  indications  of  ledge  found  on  these  shoals  were  at  the  southwest  end, 
where  either  a  ledee  or  a  compact  bed  of  larse  bowlders  exists. 

The  shoal  extending  northwest  f^m  Lovells  Island  is  composed  of  gravel,  clay, 
and  bowlders  in  places. 

All  of  this  material  can  be  readily  dredged,  and  the  lines  of  the  improved  channel 
are  established  with  a  view  to  avoiding,  as  far  as  possible,  ledge  excavation.  The 
outer  section  of  the  channel  is  so  laid  down  on  the  map  as  to  evenly  balance  between 
ledge  work  on  the  easterly  side  and  dredging  from  the  westerly  shoal.  At  but  one 
point,  off  the  west  edse  of  Aldridges  Ledge,  is  rock  excavation  proposed,  the  esti- 
mated amount  being  2,775  cubic  yards. 

The  axis  of  this  outer  section  of  the  channel  crosses  Lovells  Island  and  renders 
easy  the  establishment  of  a  light  or  range  of  lights  as  a  guide  in  its  approach. 

The  axis  of  the  inner  section  of  the  channel,  if  prolonged,  would  pass  through 
the  upper  or  back  ranse  light  on  Spectacle  Island,  and  leads  about  midway  between 
Deer  and  Long  Island  lights  in  the  deepest  part  oi  the  entrance  to  the  jnner  anchor- 
age in  President  Roads. 

No  ledge  is  known  to  exist  in  this  inner  section.  At  the  southwest  end  of  the 
westerly  shoal  was  located  a  rocky  formation,  either  of  ledge  or  of  bowlders  so 
closely  bedded  as  to  be  impenetrable  with  the  boring  apparatus. 

This  formation  contains  about  4,500  cubic  yards,  and  as  a  matter  of  precaution 
should  be  included  in  the  estimate  at  the  cost  of  ledge  remoyal. 


JEtUmaie  of  eo»t  of  improvemmi  in  Broad  Sound  CkanneL 

Dredging  836,062  cubic  yards  of  sand,  gravel,  and  day,  at  85  cents  per 

cubic  yard $292,628.70 

Removal  of  7,275  cubic  yards  of  ledge,  at  $20  per  yard 145, 500. 00 


438, 128. 70 
Engineering  expenses  and  contingencies,  10  per  cent 43, 812.87 

Total 481,941.57 
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LOWSB  MAIK  SHIP  CHANNEL. 

The  improvement  of  this  chaDnel  to  a  width  of  1,200  feet  and  depth  of  90  feet  is  a 
project  of  g^eat  magnitude,  beoaase  of  the  contracted  passage  (the  Narrows) 
between  Lovella  Island  and  Georges  and  Gallops  islands,  and  also  because  of  the 
large  amount  of  ledge  which  is  known  to  exist  and  the  certainty  of  encountering 
much  more  ledge  in  the  event  of  a  further  widening  of  the  channel. 

The  proposecf  channel  as  laid  down  upon  the  map  is  arranged  to  include  the  present 
1,000-foot  channel  of  27  feet  depth  and  passes  through  the  Narrows  on  lines  as  eco- 
nomical as  the  natural  obstructions  will  admit  of. 

The  excavation  of  this  channel  would  necessitate  the  removal  of  700  feet  in  length 
of  the  eastern  end  of  Gallops  Island  and  about  50,000  square  feet  in  area  of  the 
eastern  end  of  Lo veils  Island,  and  also  makes  necessary  heavy  cutting  through  the 
extensive  shoal  ground  off  Georges  Island. 

It  is  estimated  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  excavate  2,904,079  cubic  yards  of  mate- 
rial to  carry  out  this  project,  of  which  amount  40,000  cubic  yards  will  be  le<lge 
excavation. 

Of  this  ledge  estimate  24,292  cubic  yards  are  bf  ledge  already  uncovered  by  the 
dredging  under  the  project  of  August  11,  1892,  and  already  reduced  to  27  feet  at 
mean  low  water,  and  the  remainder  is  a  moderate  allowance  for  ledges  partly  devel- 
oped by  dredging  operations  on  the  edge  of  Georges  Island  Shoal  and  the  extent  of 
which  is  as  yet  undefined. 

Eiitmaie  of  coat  of  improving  the  lower  main  ship  ehannel. 

Dredging  2,864,079  cubic  yards  of  sand,  gravel,  and  clay,  at  25  cents 

per  yard $716,019.75 

Removal  of  40,000  cubic  yards  of  ledge,  at  $17.50 700, 000.  CO 


1, 416, 019. 75 
Engineering  expenses  and  contingencies,  10  per  cent 141, 601. 97 

Total 1,557,621.72 

UPPER  MAIN  SHIP  CHANNEL. 

The  lines  of  the  project  of  improvement  for  this  channel  do  not  essentially  differ 
from  those  of  the  channel  proposed  by  the  project  of  August  11,  1892,  in  their  direc- 
tion, and  inclose  that  channel. 

At  the  entrance  to  the  channel  near  the  Lower  Middle  the  increased  width  la  all 
on  the  south  side  to  avoid  the  removal  of  ''State  Ledge,"  and  throughout  its  length 
advantage  is  taken  as  far  as  possible  of  the  greatest  depth  of  water. 

The  estimated  amount  of  excavation  necessary  to  execute  this  project  is  5,152,196 
cubic  yards,  of  which  12,000  cubic  yards  will  probably  be  ledge;  this  latter  estimate 
being  based  on  the  amount  of  ledge  uncovered  by  dredging  the  channel  to  23  feet  at 
mean  low  water. 

This  enormous  amount  of  dredging  is  caused  partly  by  the  increased  width  of  200 
feet,  which  results  alone,  in  the  length  of  the  present  upper  channel,  27  feet  deep, 
in  1,226,310  cubic  yards  of  dredging,  which  could  be  deducted  from  the  estimate  if 
the  improvement  were  confined  to  the  old  lines  of  1,000  feet  width. 

Estimate  of  oo$t  of  improving  upper  main  $hip  channel. 

Dredging  5,140,196  cubic  yards  of  mud,  sand,  gravel,  and  clay,  at  25 

cents  per  cubic  yard $1,285,049.00 

Removal  of  12,000  cubic  yards  of  ledge,  at  $17.50  per  yard 210, 000. 00 

1, 495, 049. 00 
Engineering  expenses  and  contingencies,  10  per  cent 149, 504. 90 

Total 1,644,553.90 

In  all  estimates  the  number  of  cubic  yards  given  is  for  scow  measurement. 
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PLAN. 

The  basis  of  the  map  submitted  with  this  report  is  a  plan  which  was  compiled  by 
the  Massachasetts  State  harbor  and  land  commission  io  1895,  *'ttom  manascript 
plans  of  soundings  taken  by  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey.  1892-93, 
corrected  and  broaght  up  to  date  by  additional  information  ftimished  by  Col.  S.  M. 
Mansfield,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A.,  and  by  surveys  made  under  the  direction  of 
the  harbor  ana  land  commissioners/' 

This  plan  has  been  further  corrected  and  brought  up  to  present  date,  and  so  far  as 
it  was  used  correctly  represents  the  present  condition  of  tne  harbor. 

Upon  it  the  channel  lines  were  projected  after  their  locations  were  determined  on 
the  survey  plans  of  this  office,  and  the  survey  of  Broad  Sound  Channel  made  by  this 
office  has  been  substituted  for  the  hydrography  upon  the  original  plan  with  which 
it  affreed  in  every  essential  particular. 

Tnis  method  was  adopted  to  avoid  the  great  labor  which  would  have  been  neces- 
sary to  bring  the  surveys  of  the  office  to  a  common  reduced  scale  sufficiently  small 
to  produce  a  map  of  reasonable  size  for  publication. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

T.  T.  HUNTBR  HaRWOOD, 

A$ii9tant  Engind&Tm 
Lieut.  CoL  S.  M.  Mansfield, 

CiMrpB  of  JEngineera,  Um3*Am 


APPENDIX  C. 


mPBOYEMENT  OP  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  SOUTHEASTERN  MASSA- 
CHUSETTS AND  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 


REPOBT  OF  MAJ.  D.  W.  LOCKWOOD,  CORPS  OF  EN0INEER8,  OFFICES  IN 
'   CHARGE,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  TEAR  ENDING  JUNE  SO,  1898,  WITH  OTHER 
DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  THE  WORKS. 


IMPROVEMSMTS. 


1.  Harbor  of  refhge  at  Hyannis,  Mansa- 

ohnsetts. 

2.  Harbor  of  refiige  at  Nantncket,  Mas- 

sachnsetts. 

3.  Harbor  at  Vineyard  Haven,  Maasa- 

chnsetts. 

4.  Wooda  Hole  Channel,  Massachnsetts. 

5.  New  Bedford  Harbor,  Maesachusetts. 

6.  Canapiteit  Channel,  Masaachnsetts. 

7.  Taunton  River,  Massaohusetts. 

8.  Sakonnet  River,  Rhode  Island. 

9.  Pawtnoket  River,  Rhode  Island. 

10.  Providence  River  and  Narragansett 

Bay,  Rhode  Island. 

11.  Qreen    Jacket    Shoal,    Providence, 

Rhode  Island. 


12.  Wickford  Harbor,  Rhode  Island. 

13.  Newport  Harbor,  Rhode  Island. 

14.  Harbor  of  refnge  at  Point  Jndith, 

Rhode  Island. 

15.  Entrance   to    Point    Judith    Pond, 

Rhode  Island. 

16.  Harbor  of  refuge  at  Block  Island, 

Rhode  Island. 

17.  Great  Salt  Pond,  Block  Island,  Rhode 

Island. 

18.  Removing  sunken    vessels   or  craft 

obstructing  or  endangering  naviga- 
tion. 


BXAMIKATIONS. 

19.  Herring  River,  Harwich,  Maasachu-     20.  Salt  Pond,  Harwich,  Maasachusetts. 
aetta. 


SURVEY. 


21.  Inner  Harbor  at  Point  Jndith  Pond,  Rhode  Island. 


United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Newport^  B.  J.,  July  23^  1898. 

Oeneral:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  annual  report  on 
river  and  harbor  works  under  my  charge  at  close  of  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1898. 

The  following  officers  have  been  on  duty  under  the  direction  of  this 
office  during  the  year:  First  Lieut.  G.  H.  McEiustry,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, from  the  commencement  of  the  year  up  to  January  23, 1898; 
First  Lieut.  Chester  Harding,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  May  9, 1898; 
Second  Lieut.  William  B.  Ladue,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  April  15, 
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1898,  and  Second  Lieut.  William  J.  Barden,  Cprps  of  Engineers,  from 
March  14  to  April  15,  1898. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  W.  LOOKWOOD, 


Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Chief  of  EngineerSj  U.  8.  A. 


Major^  Corj^a  of  Engineers. 


C  I. 
HARBOR  OF  REFUGE  AT  HYANNIS,  MASSACHUSETTS. . 

The  harbor  of  Hyannis  lies  on  the  south  shore  of  the  peninsula  of 
Gape  God,  about  15  miles  to  the  westward  of  the  heel  of  the  cape,  and 
is  an  important  harbor  of  refuge.  (For  map  see  page  592,  Annual 
Keport  of  1884.) 

The  mean  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  is  about  3.75  feet. 

Original  condition. — Before  improvement  it  was  an  open  roadstead, 
exposed  to  southerly  storms. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  the  15.5  feet  depth  anchorage 
area  protected  by  the  breakwater  covered  only  about  47  acres. 

Present  project, — The  present  project,  that  of  1884,  provides  for  the 
deepening  to  15.5  fiBet  at  mean  low  water,  by  dredging,  of  about  36 
additional  acres  of  protected  area,  to  be  limited  on  the  west  by  a  line 
running  due  north  from  the  western  end  of  the  breakwater,  and  on  the 
north  by  a  line  running  parallel  to  the  breakwater  and  1,500  feet  from 
it,  leaving  a  berm  of  IC^  feet  along  the  northern  side  of  the  breakwater, 
at  a  cost  estimated  in  1884  at  $45,743.20.  A  plan  of  the  works  may  be 
found  at  page  560,  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Ghief  of  Engineers  for  1885, 
and  page  804  of  1893,  and  further  information  at  page  621  of  1885. 

Amount  expended  and  results  to  June  30, 1696, — In  the  years  1827- 
1838  a  breakwater  of  riprap  granite,  1,170  feet  long,  was  constructed, 
covering  an  anchorage  of  about  175  acres,  the  entrance  to  which  had  a 
depth  of  about  15.5  feet.  In  the  years  1852-1882  extensive  repairs  were 
made  in  increasing  the  width  of  its  base  and  the  size  of  the  stone  form- 
ing its  size  and  top.  One  hundred  and  twenty-three  tiiousaud  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  sixty-two  cents  was  spent  on  this  work. 
The  total  amount  expended  on  the  present  project  up  to  June  30, 1897, 
was  $37,400.02,  by  which  23  acres  of  the  36  had.  been  deepened  to  15.5 
feet,  and  a  contract  for  about  $4,800  worth  of  dredging  was  made  by 
the  Hartford  Dredging  Gompany,  of  Hartford,  Gonn.,  at  21  cents  per 
cubic  yard,  under  date  of  September  14, 1896. 

Operations  during  the  past  fiscal  year, — ^The  work  of  dredging  under 
the  above  contract  was  commenced  September  15  and  completed 
December  9,  1897.  Twenty-five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three 
cubic  yards  of  material  were  excavated,  adding  about  3.6  acres  to  the 
dredged  area  protected  by  the  breakwater.  Under  the  authority  of  the 
Department,  dated  November  26,  two  25-feet-wide  cuts  were  made  in 
the  channel  leading  to  the  wharf  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and 
Hartford  Eailroad  Gompany.    Amount  expended,  $6,065.51. 

This  work  was  in  the  local  charge  of  Mr.  Edward  Parrish  as  assistant 
engineer,  with  Messrs.  G.  O.  Abell  and  Philip  S.  Spooner  as  inspectors. 

Work  required  to  complete  the  existing  project, — ^The  work  still  required 
to  complete  the  existing  project  is  the  completion  of  the  dredging  to  a 
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depth  of  16.5  feet  over  the  remaining  9.4  acres  of  the  proposed  anchor- 
age area. 

Operations  contemplated  for  ihefieodl  year  ending  j  June  30  j  1899, — It  is 
proposed  to  apply  the  balance  on  hand  and  the  next  appropriation 
toward  the  completion  of  the  anchorage  area  inside  the  breakwater. 

Hy  annis  Harbor  Ib  in  the  Barnstable  collection  district,  and  Barnstable  is  the  near- 
est port  of  entry.  The  amount  of  rerenue  collected  at  Barnstable  in  the  last  calen- 
dar year  was  $5, 671. 18.  The  main  value  of  the  harbor  is  for  a  harbor  of  ref  age.  The 
nearest  light-honae  is  Hyannis  Light;  the  nearest  fortification  is  the  fort  at  Clark 
Point,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Money  etatement 

Jnly  1, 1S97,  balance  unexpended $6,202.86 

June  30, 18{N3» amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 6,065.51 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended « 137. 36 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  eompletion  of  existing  project 2, 162. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900      2, 162. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  Mta  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1807. 


AMOUNTS  APFROPRIATBD. 


PreoiauB  projeeta. 


March  2, 1827 $10,650.00 

AprilSO,  1830 6,517.82 

Maroh2, 1831 8,400.00 

Julys,  1832 7,600.00 

March  2, 1833 5,000.00 

June  28. 1834 10,000.00 

March  3, 1835 9,000.00 

March  3, 1837 5^000.00 

July  7, 1838 8,764.00 

August  SO,  1852 5, 000. 00 


July  11. 1870 . 
March  3,1871. 
March  3, 1873. 
June  23, 1874 
June  18.  1878 , 
March  3, 1879. 
March  3, 1881. 


$12, 000. 00 
10, 000. 00 
10, 000. 00 
5,000.00 
3,000.00 
2,500.00 
5,000.00 


Total 123,431.83 


Exitting  project. 


Augusts,  1886 

August  11, 1888.... 
September  19,  1890. 

July  13, 1892 

August  18, 1894.... 
Jones,  1886 


Total 

Beoeived  from  sale  of  material 


$10, 000. 00 
10, 000. 00 
8,000.00 
6,000.00 
3,500.00 
6,000.00 

43, 500. 00 
20.68 


Total 43,620.68 


C^mtraet  infarec. 


Contrsotor. 

Date  of  ap- 
proval. 

To  commence. 

To  complete. 

The  Hartford  Dredirlnic  CJo 

Oct  16,1896 

aMay  1, 1897 

Aug.    1, 1807 

a  Extended  to  permit  of  contractor  finishing  other  work. 

£1(0  98—57 
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OOMMEBCIAL  STATISTICS. 


The  oommeToe  aiTiying  and  leaving  Hyannis  Harbor,  Massachnsetts,  tj  water 
during  the  calendar  year  ending  December  31, 1897,  is  estimated  as  follows  (based 
mainly  upon  reports  received  from  Mr.  Thatcher  T.  Hallett,  collector  of  customs, 
Barnstable,  Mass.,  and  Messrs.  T.  Crocker  &  Sons,  Hyannis,  Mass.) : 


Clus  of  goods. 


Tobaooo 

Bice 

Gnuntand  fonge 

VegeUbles  sod  track. . . . 
Live  stock  and  prodacts. 

Fish,  oysters,  etc 

Lumber  and  prodacts . . . . 

Coal,  ndnerab,  etc 

FertiUxera 

General  merchsmdioe  . . . . 
Sundriea 


Total 


1882. 


Tom. 


6,000 
80 


100 

1,800 

18,2U0 


460 

aoo 


20,000 


1893. 


Torn. 


4,000 

300 

100 

150 

200 

30,000 

50 

8»200 


43,000 


1804. 


Tont. 

6 

2 

1,000 

80 

134 

105 

2,400 

14,600 

60 

270 


18,686 


1895. 


2bfw. 

16 

2 

8,750 

1 

75 

1,032 

2,850 

14,500 


800 


22,525 


1S06. 


1807. 


Tont. 


1,000 
800 


200 

2,500 

18.0U0 


2,000 
200 


24,220 


Tons. 


10 


900 

100 

30 

2S0 

8,000 

10,500 

50 

1,000 

180 


25,020 


New  transportation  companies  established  during  the  year,  none  reported. 
The  vessels  entering  and  leaving  this  waterway  are  as  follows  (each  entrance  and 
departure  together  being  counted  as  one) : 


Chanoter  or  claas  of  Mrrioe. 


Bteam: 

Freight  and  passenger 

Freight  mainly 

Passenger  mainly 

Fishing 

Tags 

Pleasoie  boats 

Ban: 

Freight 

FishiiiK  boats 

Oyster  ooats 

Pleasare  boats,  large.. 

Pleasors  boats,  small . 
Barges 


Kumber. 


150 
140 
100 
25 
150 
600 

150 
300 

10 
400 
600 

50 


ATerage 
draft. 


Feet. 


10 
10 
10 
7 
12 
11 

13 
4 
3 

12 
3 

14 


ATerage 
tonnage. 


Tont. 
250 

100 

aoo 

75 

200 

50 

250 
10 

5 
175 

8 
600 


C   2. 


HARBOR  OP  REFUGE  AT  NANTUCKET,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Nantucket  Harbor  is  the  only  well-protected  harbor  on  Nantacket 
Soand  between  the  harbors  of  Marthas  Vineyard  (Vineyard  Haven  and 
Edgartown)  and  Provincetown,  a  distance  of  about  100  miles,  except 
the  small  harbor  of  Hyannis,  on  the  other  (the  north)  side  of  Nantucket 
Sound.  The  navigation  of  this  sound  is  intricate  and  dangerous  by 
reason  of  numerous  shoals.  Nantucket  Harbor  has  a  considerable  area 
with  a  depth  of  water  in  excess  of  12  feet,  and  the  object  of  the 
improvement  is  to  make  it  a  harbor  of  refuge  for  vessels  plying  between 
ports  north  and  south  of  Cape  God,  estimated  to  be  50,000  annually. 
In  the  memorial  to  Congress  on  which  the  first  appropriation  for  this 
harbor  of  refuge  was  based  it  was  stated  that  more  than  500  vessels 
had  been  wrecked  in  the  vicinity  of  the  island.  (For  map  of  harbor 
see  page  423,  Annual  Report  of  1880,  and  page  576  of  Beport  of  1885.) 

The  mean  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  is  about  3  feet. 

Original  conditions. — At  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  no  jetties 
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existed,  and  the  channel  entrance  was  barred  by  a  shoal  of  1.5  miles 
width  on  which  there  was  only  6  feet  depth  of  water  at  low  tide,  the 
channel  being  very  crooked  and  subject  to  changes  in  location. 

Present  project. — The  present  approved  project,  that  of  1880,  as  modi- 
fied in  1885,  provides  for  the  construction  of  two  jetties  as  training 
walls,  one  on  each  side  of  the  harbor  entrance,  planned  so  as  to  allow 
the  tidal  current  to  assist  in  scouring  out  and  maintaining  a  good  chan- 
nel, and  for  the  completion  of  the  work  by  dredging  where  necessary, 
to  obtain  a  depth  of  from  12  to  15  feet  at  low  water  in  this  channel,  all 
at  a  total  cost  estimated  in  1885  at  $375,000. 

A  plan  of  the  works  may  be  found  at  page  578,  Annual  Keport  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1885,  and  page  806  of  1893;  and  further  infor- 
mation at  page  436  of  1880,  page  544  of  1881,  page  595  of  1884,  and 
pages  563,  575,  578  of  1885. 

Amount  expended  and  results  to  June  30j  1897. — ^The  funds  appro- 
priated from  1829  to  1844,  $45,734.75,  were  expended  in  ineffectual  dredg- 
ing of  an  entrance  channel.  The  amount  expended  on  the  present 
project  up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $217,291.78,  by  which  the  west  jetty 
had  been  built  to  4,255  feet  length,  t)f  which  3,955  feet  length  was  to 
full  height,  and  300  feet  of  partial  section,  and  the  jetty  strengthened 
and  leveled  up  at  x>oints  where  it  had  settled  and  been  somewhat 
washed  down;  the  east  jetty  had  been  built  up  to  its  full  height  for  a 
length  of  834  feet  from  the  shore  end,  then  the  foundation  laid  for  a 
length  of  191  feet,  then  came  a  gap  of  160  feet,  then  1,300  ^eet  raised  to 
half- tide  level,  then  2,145  feet  raised  to  1.5  feet  below  low- tide  level, 
and  the  remaining  distance  of  210  feet  (the  total  length  from  the  shore 
end  being  4,840  feet)  raised  to  1.5  feet  below  mean  low  water,  and  a 
mound  of  heavy  stone  built  to  protect  a  lantern  staff  near  the  present 
end  of  the  jetty. 

In  December,  1896,  during  an  unusually  severe  storm,  a  breach  was 
made  between  the  ocean  and  the  head  of  the  harbor,  at  what  is  called 
the  ^'  Haulover."  Reports  thereon  were  submitted  in  January  and  Feb- 
ruary, and  a  more  detailed  report,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the 
existing  conditions,  was  submitted  in  May,  1897. 

The  breach  does  not  appear  to  have  caused  any  perceptible  change 
in  the  depth  of  water  at  the  harbor  entrance,  but  to  avoid  narrowing 
this  entrance  too  much  while  the  breachway  was  operative,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  extend  the  west  jetty. 

There  is  now  a  depth  of  8  feet  in  the  channel,  which  before  improve- 
ment was  limited  to  6  feet. 

Operations  during  the  past  fiscal  year. — ^The  amount  expended  during 
the  past  fiscal  year  was  $21,689.98. 

The  contract  for  jetty  work  in  progress  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal 
year  was  completed  in  September.  Nine  thousand  six  hundred  and 
twenty-five  tons  of  stone  were  placed  in  the  west  jetty,  extending  the 
same  by  about  1,000  feet  in  length,  raised  to  the  level  of  1.5  feet  below 
mean  low  water,  with  mounds  every  200  feet  extending  above  high 
water.  The  light  on  this  jetty  was  then  moved  to  the  outer  end  of  the 
new  wort. 

For  dimensions  of  jetty  and  method  of  construction  see  Annual 
Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1896,  Part  I,  page  627. 

In  October  a  contractor  who  failed  to  complete  his  contract  in  1895 
completed  the  removal  of  mooring  stones  from  the  channel. 

A  minor  survey  of  the  jetties  and  jetty  ohannds  was  made  in  Octo- 
ber and  map  platted. 
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A  light  was  maiDtained  near  the  oater  end  of  each  jetty  during  the 
year. 

This  work  was  in  the  local  charge  of  Mr.  Edward  Parrish  as  assistant 
engineer,  with  Mr.  Sidney  Fisher  as  insi>ector. 

Work  required  to  complete  the  existing  project. — ^The  work  required  to 
complete  the  existing  project  is  the  raising  of  the  incomplete  parts  of 
the  east  jetty,  the  farther  extension  of  both  jetties,  and  the  excavation 
by  dredging  of  so  mnch  of  the  channel  as  may  not  be  excavated  by 
tidal  scou^. 

Operations  contemplated  for  (he  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^  1899. — ^It  is 
proposed  to  extend  the  west  jetty,  if  fands  are  available. 

Nantucket  is  in  the  Nantucket  collection  district  and  is  a  port  of  entry.  No  reve- 
nne  was  collected  daring  the  last  calendar  year.  The  valae  of  the  harbor  is  matnlj 
as  a  harbor  of  refnge.  The  nearest  light-houses  are  Nantacket  Cliff  and  Brant  Point 
lights.    The  nearest  fortification  is  the  fort  at  Clark  Pointy  New  Bedford,  Haas. 

Money  statement, 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended <. $22,708.22 

June  30, 1898, amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 21,689.98 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,018.24 

July  1, 1898, outstanding  uabiliiies 85.66 


July  1, 1898,  baltfhce  ayailable. 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existin^^  project 135^  000. 00 

Amount  th  at  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  yearendingJuneSO,  1900  100, 000. 00 
^  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  riyer  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  June  i,  1897. 


AMOUNTS  APPROPRIATBD. 


Previous  projects. 


May  28, 1828,  surrey $800.00 

March  2, 1829 30,000.00 

March  2, 1831 8,265.00 

July  3, 1832 6,000.00 


June  14, 1844 $1,169.75 


Total 45,784.75 


Exiiiing  project. 


July  14.1880 $50,000.00 

March  3, 1881 25,000.00 

August  2, 1882 25,000.00 

July  5,1884 10.000.00 

August  5, 1886 15, 000. 00 

August  11, 1888 20,000.00 


September  19, 1890 $25,000.00 

July  13, 1892 25,000.00 

August  18, 1894*. 25,000.00 

June  3, 1896 20,000.00 

Total 240,000.00 


Coniraot  in  force. 


Date  of 
approvaL 

To  oommenoe. 

Contractor. 

Atoatwebd 
ofoaatjetfey. 

Balance  of 
work. 

Tocompletoh 

S.  &  E.  S.  J)eldeD 

Oct.  12,1696 

Oct.  16,1890 

May  15,1897 

Deo.  15,1897 
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COMMBSCIAL  STATISTICS. 


Th«  commerce  arriying  and  leaving  Nantucket  HarboT,  Maosachnsetts,  by  water 
daring  the  calendar  year  ending  December  31, 1897,  is  estimated  as  follows  (based 
mainly  npon  reports  received  by  Mr.  Arthur  B.  Enas,  collector  of  customs,  and  other 
citizens  of  Nantucket) : 


Class  of  goods. 

1802. 

1888. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

1807. 

Tobscoo  ................................. 

Torn. 
60 
6 
610 

Ton$, 

70 

60 

600 

600 

16 

400 

10 

1,600 

7,500 

600 

100 

1,600 

2,000 

Tom, 

Tont, 

.      40 

2 

871 

416 

6 

600 

8 

1,000 

7,000 

480 

80 

1,500 

218 

Tons, 

80 

8 

390 

840 

6 

400 

8 

1,200 

8,000 

16 

2,000 

1,600 

500 

Tons. 
85 

Rice 

40 

660 

600 

20 

460 

10 

1,600 

8,000 

400 

160 

1,660 

160 

4 

GTains  and  forafro 

400 

Vegetables  and  tenck 

826 

Live  stock  and  nvodaots. 

28 

70 

10 

Pish .  oysters,  eto 

600 

BTaral  stores.. ........ .....••... 

2 

Tfii«nhw  and  nrodnots. 

1,600 
7,000 
1,000 
150 
1,600 
1,800 

1,400 

Coil),  mlnAr^iL  Ato  -,,,,,,,.,,...»,,,,.,,, 

10,000 

Fertilisers 

25 

Machinery. 

1,500 

General  meroliandise 

2,000 

Bnndries..... 

500 

Total 

18,709 

14,065 

18,680 

11,624 

14,488 

16, 701 

New  transportation  companies  established  during  the  year,  none. 
The  yessels  entering  and  leaving  this  waterway  are  as  follows  (each  entrance  and 
departnie  together  being  counted  as  one) : 


Character  or  class  of  service. 


Steam: 

Freight  and  passenger 

Freight,  mainly 

Passenger,  mainly 

Fishing 

Tngs , 

Pleasure  boats 

Sail: 

Freight 

FishlDg  boats 

Pleasnre  boats,  large 
"I, 


Number. 

Average 
draft. 

Fsst. 

460 

25 

100 

20 

25 

60 

25 

50 

100 

400 

Avornge 
tonnage. 

Tons. 

GOO 

100 

200 

5 

6 

6 

8 
6 
6 
8 


C3- 

mPROVEMENT  OF  YINETARD  HAVEN  HABBOB,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Yliieyard  Haven  is  a  deep  indeutation  in  the  northern  shore  of  the 
island  of  Marthas  Vineyard,  on  the  southern  side  of  Vineyard  Sound. 
Jt  is  triangular  in  form  and  faces  the  northeast.  The  width  of  the 
mouth  of  the  harbor,  or  the  distance  between  the  points  of  land  on  the 
east  and  west  sides  of  the  entrance,  known  as  East  Chop  and  West 
Chop,  is  about  1.25  miles,  and  from  a  line  connecting  the  chops  to  the 
narrow  southerly  end  of  the  harbor,  at  which  is  situated  the  town  of 
Vineyard  Haven,  the  distance  is  about  1.75  miles.  The  entire  area  of 
the  harbor  between  the  shore  lines  is  about  949  acres,  of  which  some 
657  acres  have  a  depth  of  not  less  than  15  feet.  The  mean  rise  and  fall 
of  the  tide  is  1.7  feet. 

Original  condition. — At  the  month  of  the  harbor  the  wearing  away 
of  the  chops  by  the  action  of  the  waves  in  storms  had  been  noted  for 
many  years.  The  former  site  of  a  light-house  on  West  Chop  had 
entirely  disappeared.  The  debris  was  carried  by  the  current  into  the 
harbor,  where  it  formed  shoals,  which  were  gradually  impairing  the- 
anchorage  capacity,  especially  in  the  upper  part  of  the  harbor.  (For 
map  of  harbor  see  p.  580  of  Annual  Report  of  1887.) 
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Plan  of  improvement — ^Tbe  present  approved  project,  that  of  1887  as 
modified  in  1889,  provides  for  the  protection  of  the  chops  (or  headlands) 
from  erosion  and  the  intervening  harbor  from  being  filled  by  the  eroded 
material,  the  whole  to  be  done  by  means  of  stone  sea  walls  and  jetties, 
to  be  bnilt  along  the  beach  in  front  of  the  blaffs  at  both  headlands, 
all  at  a  total  cost  estimated  in  1889  at  $60,000. 

A  description  of  the  work  may  be  fonnd  at  page  594,  Annual  Beport 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1882,  page  577  of  1887,  and  page  612  of 
1889,  and  a  map  of  the  same  at  page  812  of  1893. 

Amount  expended  and  results  to  June  30 j  1897. — ^The  amoant  expended 
to  Jane  30, 1897,  was  $42,833.30,  by  which  there  had  been  buUt  a  sea 
wall  960  feet  long,  a  jetty  50  feet  long,  and  5  smidl  spnrs  extending 
back  from  the  sea  wall  to  the  foot  of  the  blnff  on  the  East  Ohop;  a  sea 
wall  880  feet  long  and  3  jetties,  150, 135,  and  280  feet  long,  a  wharf  and 
a  short  stone  breakwater  60  feet  in  length,  near  the  end  of  the  wharf 
on  the  West  Chop,  and  270  feet  length  of  riprap  wall  along  the  low- 
water  line  in  front  of  the  blnff  on  the  east  side  of  the  West  Ohop. 

Operations  during  the  pa^t  fiscal  year. — ^The  amount  expended  daring 
the  past  fiscal  year  was  $10,697.96. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  the  work  of  constructing 
riprap  walls  and  jetties  was  in  progress  under  contract  with  Mr.  Wil- 
liam S.  White,  of  Bockland,  Me.,  at  $1.95  per  ton  of  stone  in  position. 
All  work  under  the  contract  was  completed  on  September  30,  1897. 
Four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-four  tons  of  stone  were 
placed,  by  which  2,130  feet  (making  2,400  feet  in  all)  of  riprap  wall 
were  constructed  along  the  low- water  line  in  front  of  the  bluff  on  the 
east  side  of  the  West  Chop,  and  13  short  jetties  running  in  from  the 
sea  wall  to  the  foot  of  the  blnff;  and  on  the  East  Chop  250  feet  of  sea 
wall  were  constructed,  together  with  1  jetty  running  into  the  foot  of  the 
bluff,  completing  all  proposed  work. 

For  dimensions  of  walls  and  details  of  construction  see  Annual  Report 
of  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1896,  Part  I,  page  632. 

This  work  was  in  the  local  charge  of  Mr.  Edward  Parrisli  as  assistant 
engineer,  with  Mr.  Arthur  J.  Ober  as  inspector. 

Work  required  to  complete  the  existing  project. — "So  further  work 
required. 

Vineyard  Haven  is  in  the  Edgartown  collection  district.  Edgartown  is  the  nearest 
port  of  entry.  The  amoant  of  revenue  coUeoted  at  Edgartown  in  the  last  calendar 
year  was  $782.12.  The  nearest  light-honses  are  those  on  East  and  West  Chops.  The 
nearest  fortification  is  the  fort  at  Clark  Point,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $14,166.70 

Jnne  30, 1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 10, 697. 96 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 8,468.74 


AMOUNTS  APPROPRIATED. 

Existing  project. 

August  11, 1888 $25,000 

September  19, 1890 10.000 

July  13,1892 :....  7  500 

August  18, 1894 7,600 

June  3, 1896 7,000 

Total 67,000 
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Contract  in  force. 


Contractor. 

Dftteof 
approTsL 

Tooommence. 

To  complete. 

"Wm.  S.  White • 

Apr.  33, 1897 

May  1,1897 

Not.    1,1897 

COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 


The  commerce  anivinff  at  and  leaving  Vine  yard  Haven  Harbor,  MassaohusettSi  by 
water  dnrine  the  oalenaar  year  ending  December  31|  1897,  is  estimated  as  follows 
(based  mainly  upon  reports  received  from  Mr.  H.  B.  Ciok,  Weather  Bureau  Service, 
Vineyard  Haven,  Mass.): 


CUsB  of  goods. 


Cotton  and  prodacts 

Tobacco 

Bice 

Grain  and  foniee 

Vegetables  ancftnick — 
Live  stock  and  prodncta. 

Fish,  oystera,  etc 

Naval  stores 

Lnmber  aod  prodnots  . . . 

Cosl,  minerals,  etc 

Fertilizers 

Machinery 

General  merchandise 

Sundries 


Total 


1892. 


Tona, 

29 

15 

45 

2.500 

15 

200 

600 


2,600 
8,000 
60 
100 
5,000 
1,600 


20,445 


1888. 


Torn. 

20 

15 

45 

2,600 

16 

200 

600 


2,500 
8,000 
60 
100 
6,000 
1,600 


20,445 


1894. 


Tont. 
40 
15 
45 

800 
15 

200 

500 
60 

850 

63,000 

60 


6,000 


60,075 


1896. 


Ton$. 
85 

16 

60 

1,100 

30 

160 

700 

10 

900 

47.000 

40 

60 

8,600 


68,581 


1896. 


Tom. 

60 

5 

60 

2,000 

80 

200 

1,600 

20 

8,000 

48.000 

100 

60 

6,000 

1,600 


62,515 


1897. 


Tom. 

50 

7 

80 

2,000 

30 

150 

1,500 

15 

10,000 

60,000 

75 

55 

7,450 

1,600 


73,862 


New  transportation  companies  established  during  the  year,  none. 
The  vessels  entering  and  leaving  this  waterway  are  as  follows  (each  entrance  and 
departure  together  being  counted  as  one) : 


Character  or  class  of  service. 


Steam: 

Freight  and  passenger 

Freight  mainly 

passenger  mainly 

Fishing 

Tngs 

Pleasure  boats 

flail: 

Freight 

Fishing  boats 

Ovster  Doats 

Pleasure  boata,  large 

Pleasure  boats,  snull 


Number. 


800 
200 
60 
75 
400 
600 

6,000 

400 

12 

400 

800 

1,300 


Average 
draft. 


Feet. 


6 
10 

6 
11 
12 

9 

12 
9 
5 

12 

4 
16 


Average 
tonnage. 


Tone. 
150 
250 
160 
160 
110 
90 

600 
100 

20 
100 

15 
1,200 


C  4. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  WOODS  HOLE  CHANNEL,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

This  harbor  is  on  the  north  side  of  Vineyard  Sound,  and  is  divided 
into  Great  Harbor  and  Little  Harbor.  The  name  of  Woods  Hole  is 
also  applied  to  the  adjoining  strait  or  channel  which  connects  the  waters 
of  Bazzards  Bay  with  Vineyard  Sonnd  and  separates  the  chain  of 
islands  known  as  the  Elizabeth  Islands  from  the  sonthwestem  extrem- 
ity of  the  peninsula  of  Cape  Cod. 

Original  condition. — Before  improvement  the  entrance  to  Little  Har- 
bor was  obstructed  by  a  bar  with  bat  7.5  feet  of  water  on  it  at  mean 
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low  water.  Great  Harbor  has  ample  depth.  The  site  of  the  wharves 
and  basins  of  the  United  States  Fish  Commission  and  Bevenue  Marine 
was  a  submerged  point  of  land  extending  from  the  shore  of  the  harbor. 
In  the  strait  the  channels  were  crooked  and  obstructed  by  numerous 
bowlders,  and  the  velocity  of  the  currents  at  certain  stages  of  the  tide 
was  from  4  to  5  miles  per  hour. 

Plans  of  improvement — The  project  of  1879  provided  for  making  a 
channel  through  the  bar  at  the  entrance  to  Little  Harbor  and  widen- 
ing and  deepening  the  channel  in  the  strait.  The  project  of  1883, 
extended  in  1884  and  1886,  provided  for  the  construction  of  a  retaining 
wall  on  the  shore,  a  hollow  pier  and  wharves  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States  Fish  Commission,  and  to  serve  also  as  a  coaling  station  for  ves- 
sels of  the  Bevenue  Marine  and  other  branches  of  the  public  service, 
and  as  a  harbor  of  refuge,  all  of  which  was  completed  in  1888.  In  the 
project  of  1895,  which  is  the  present  approved  project,  it  is  proposed 
to  give  the  channel  through  the  strait  and  its  southeastern  branch  a 
width  of  300  feet  and. a  low- water  depth  of  13  feet,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $396,000. 

Amounts  eoopendei  and  results  up  to  June  30,  1897. — ^The  amount 
expended  up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $113,621 .91.  The  first  appropriation, 
that  of  1852,  had  been  expended  in  building  a  breakwater,  which 
proved  beneficial  by  arresting  an  influx  of  sand  into  Great  Harbor. 
With  the  appropriation  of  1879  the  depth  of  water  at  entrance  to  Lit- 
tle Harbor  had  been  increased  from  7.5  to  10  feet,  and  a  direct  channel 
made  120  feet  wide  and  9  feet  deep  through  the  strait,  benefiting  greatly 
the  commerce  of  Buzzards  Bay.  The  wharves  and  piers  had  l^n  com- 
pleted in  1888,  and  a  breach  made  in  the  east  pier  wall  by  storms  and 
the  wharves  had  been  repaired  in  1895.  A  survey  of  the  strait  and  Lit- 
tle Harbor  had  been  made,  and  rex>ort  with  project  and  estimate  for 
further  improvement  was  submitted  August  17. 1895,  (See  p.  750  and 
p.  72,  Annual  Beport  Chief  of  Engineers,  1895.)  A  contract  for  about 
$18,000  worth  of  dredging  and  removing  bowlders  had  been  entered 
into  with  Mr.  Charles  W.  Johnston,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  under  date 
of  April  12, 1897,  at  $7.75  per  cubic  yard. 

Operations  during  the  past  fiscal  year. — ^The  amount  exx>ended  during 
the  past  fiscal  year  was  $i9,955.50«  Owing  to  the  large  amount  of 
summer  travel  through  the  narrow  channel  to  be  improved,  the  con- 
tractor did  not  commence  work  until  the  4tb  of  Decemb^.  Between 
that  date  and  the  27th  of  the  same  month  two  cuts,  each  35  feet  in 
width  and  13  feet  in  depth,  were  dredged  through  the  shoal  at  the  east- 
em  entrance  to  the  channel,  2,450.68  cubic  yards  of  sand  and  bowlders 
being  removed. 

This  work  was  in  the  local  charge  of  Mr.  Edward  Parrish  as  assist- 
ant engineer,  with  Mr.  Arthur  J.  Ob^  as  inspector. 

Work  required  to  complete  the  existing  project. — ^The  work  required  to 
complete  the  existing  project  is  the  widening  and  deepening  the  chan- 
nel through  the  strait. 

Operations  contemplated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30 j  1899. — It  is 
proposed  to  expend  the  available  fimds  ia  wideiung  and  deepening  the 
channel  through  the  strait. 

Woods  Hol«  is  in  the  Barnstable  eoUeotion  district.     New  Bedford  ia  the  nearest 

Sort  of  entry.    The  amount  of  revenne  eoUected  in  the  last  calendar  year  was,  at 
arnstable,  $5,671.18,  and  at  New  Bedford,  $2,389.51.    The  nearest  Ught-hoiise  is 
Nobska  Light.    The  nearest  fortification  is  the  fort  at  Clark  Point,  Kew  Bedford, 
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Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  tmexpended $19,978.01 

June  SO,  189iB,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 19, 955. 50 


July  1, 1898^  balance  unexpended 


22.51 


'Amount  Teetimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 376, 000. 00 

I  Amount  tnat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  80^  1900  150, 000. 00 
^  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  Jane  ^  1897. 


AMOUNTS  APPBOPRIATED. 

August  10, 1852 $2,600.00 

March  3, 1879 15,000.00 

August  2, 1882 52,000.00 

July  5, 1884 25,000.00 

August  5, 1886 14,500.00 

March  2, 1896 5,000.00 

June  3, 1896 20,000.00 

*  . 

Total 134,000.00 

December  5,  1896,  unexpended  balance  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the 
United  States  Treasurer 4...         400.08 

Total 133,599.92 


Contrad  in  foree. 


Contractor. 

Dftteof 
approval. 

To  oommenoe. 

To  compleiow 

Ghftrlos  W.  Johnston........ 

May    8«1807 

a  May  1,1897 

Dec.   31,1897 

a  Bxtonded  to  September,  1897. 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 


Hie  commerce  arriving  and  leaving  Woods  Hole,  Mass.,  by  water  during  the  cal- 
endar year  ending  Decemlter  31,  1897,  is  estimated  as  follows  (based  mainly  upon 
reports  received  from  Mr.  Walter  D.  Luscombe,  of  Woods  Hole,  Mass.) : 


daas  of  goods. 


Grains  and  forage 

Vegetables  and  truck 

Live  stock  and  products.... 

Fish,  oysters,  eto 

If  aval  stores 

Lumber  and  prodnots 

Coal,  minerals,  and  products 

Fertilisers 

Q^neral  mexehandise 

T^ytal 


1894. 

1896. 

1896. 

Ttma. 

TofM, 

Tont. 

9,276 

2,266 

8,000 

4 

8 

0 

128 

160 

160 

168 

226 

200 

6 

•      6 

16 

2,170 

4,000 

8,900 

2,025 

4,000 

6,000 

100 

60 

76 

1,116 

1,062 

1,200 

7,976 

11,785 

18,649 

1897. 


T(mt. 

8,600 

15 

170 

210 

28 

4,000 

6,600 

200 

1,200 

14,828 
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New  transportation  companies  established  during  the  year,  none. 
The  vessels  entering  ana  leaving  this  waterwaj  are  as  follows  (each  entrance  and 
departure  together  being  counted  as  one) : 


Character  or  olaas  of  service. 


Steam: 

Freight  and  pasaengor 

Freight,  mainl  v 

Passeiiger,  mainly 

Fishing 

Togs 

Pleasure  boats 

SaU: 

Freight 

Fishing  boats 

Pleasure  boats,  large . . 

Pleasure  boats,  small  . 


Knmber. 


400 
100 
200 
60 
40 
100 

60 
100 

85 
SOO 


Average 
draft. 


Feet. 


10 
7 

11 
8 

10 

10 

8 
8 

4 
8 


Average 
tonn^e. 


Tont. 


» 

50 
30 

aso 

110 

uo 
so 

15 
6 


cs. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  NEW  BEDFORD  HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

"Sew  Bedford  Harbor  is  an  estuary  of  Buzzards  Bay  and  is  the  port 
of  tbe  cities  of  New  Bedford  and  Fairhaven,  Mass.  New  Bedford  is  an 
important  port  of  entry.  It  is  largely  interested  in  manufactures,  those 
of  cotton  predominating,  and  has  an  extensive  commerce  in  addition  to 
its  whale  fisheries.  The  x>opuIation  of  New  Bedford  and  Fairhaven  in 
1890  was  about  45,000. 

The  mean  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  is  about  4.2  feet. 

Original  condition. — ^Before  improvement  the  channel  had  a  ruling 
depth  of  about  12.5  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  the  channel  was  winding  and 
about  15  feet  deep. 

Flan  of  improvement — The  project  of  1887,  which  provided  for  a  chan- 
nel 200  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  Buzzards 
Bay  to  New  Bedford,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  (35,000,  has  been  practi- 
cally completed.  The  present  approved  project,  that  of  1895,  provides 
for  dredging  an  anchorage  area  one-half  mile  long,  600  feet  wide,  and 
18  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  on  the  north  side  of  the  channel  lead- 
ing from  New  Bedford  to  Fairhaven. 

A  description  of  the  works  may  be  found  at  page  514,  Annual  Beport 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1888,  and  a  plan  of  the  same  in  House 
Ex.  Doc.  No.  86,  Fiftieth  Congress,  first  session,  and  at  page  816,  Annual 
Eeport  for  1893 :  also  at  page  672,  Annual  Report  for  1896,  and  in  House 
Ex.  Doc.  No.  59,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  first  session. 

Amount  expended  and  results  up  to  June  30, 1897, — ^The  total  amount 
expended  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $80,643.08,  of  which  $17,691.37  had 
been  expended  in  1836-1839  in  removing  a  wreck  and  dredging  the  sand 
bar  which  had  been  formed  by  it;  $20,000  had  been  expended  in  1875 
to  1877  in  completing  a  channel  3(^0  feet  wide  and  15  feet  deep  from 
the  deep  water  above  Palmers  Island  to  the  wharves  of  New  Bedford, 
and  $42,951.71  since  1888  in  deepening  the  channel  to  18  feet  at  mean 
low  water  for  a  width  of  200  feet  from  the  wharves  in  New  Bedford  to 
the  deep  water  of  Buzzards  Bay,  and  in  adding  11  acres,  by  dredging, 
to  the  18-foot  anchorage  area  in  the  upper  harbor. 

Operations  during  the  past  fiscal  year. — ^The  amount  expended  during 
the  past  fiscal  year  was  $4,001.71. 

No  operations  were  in  progress  during  the  year,  and  at  the  date  of 
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this  report  the  improved  channel  and  anchorage  areas  are  in  good  con- 
dition.   Farther  dredging  awaits  farther  appropriations. 

New  Bedford  Harbor  is  in  the  New  Bedford  collection  district,  and  is  a  port  of 
entiy.  The  amonut  of  reyenue  collected  in  the  last  calendar  year  was  $2,389.51. 
The  nearest  light  honses  are  Clark  Point  Light  and  the  lights  in  New  Bedford  Har- 
bor.   The  nearest  fortification  is  fort  at  Clark  Point,  Massachusetts. 

Money  statement. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $2,057.29 

June  SO,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,944.42 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 112.87 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 47, 689. 33 
Amonntthatcanbe  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1900    47, 689. 33 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiyil  act  of  June  4, 18OT. 


AMOUNTS  APPROPRIATED. 

July  4, 1836 $10,000.00 

July  7,  1838 7,691.37 

March  3,  1875 10,000.00 

August  14,  1876 10,000.00 

August  11,  1888 10,000.00 

September  19,  1890 10,000.00 

July  13,  1892 7,500.00 

August  18,  1894 7,500.00 

Junes,  1896 10,000.00 

Total 82,691.37 

Beceiyed  from  sale  of  material 9.00 

Total 82,700.37 


COMHBRGIAL  STATISTICS. 


The  commerce  arriving  and  leaving  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  by  water  during  the  cal- 
endar years  1893-1897  is  estimated  as  follows  (based  mainly  upon  reports  received 
from  Mr.  Z.  W.  Pease,  coUector  of  customs,  New  Bedford,  Mass.) : 


Class  of  goods. 


Cotton  and  prodaots 

Tobacco 

Grains  and  forage 

Vegetables  and  truck 

Live  stock  and  products 

Fish,  oysters,  etc 

NavsJstOTes 

Lnmber  and  prod  acts 

Coal  minerals,  and  products. 

Fertilisers 

General  merchandise 

Sundries 


Total. 


1893. 


Tom. 

18.600 

6 

21,000 

650 

200 

6,500 


2.600 
460,000 


103,000 
83,000 

629,866 


1894. 


Tons. 

10,-600 

14 

24,400 

2.630 

100 

2,378 

1,276 

21,400 

460,000 


69,616 


681,212 


1896. 


Tofu. 

9,086 

28 

80,470 

2,920 

160 

1,783 

1,275 

22,600 

617, 876 

60 

62,160 

11,666 

669,428 


1896. 


Torn. 

22.400 

60 

16,000 

7,100 

600 

8,260 


83,500 

660,000 

150 

100,000 

10,000 

841,950 


1897. 


Tons. 

16,000 

40 

20,000 

6,000 

400 

2,600 

25 

86.000 

600,000 

200 

75,000 

16,000 

668,166 
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New  transportation  companies  established  daring  the  year,  none  reported. 
The  vessels  entering  and  leaving  this  waterway  are  as  follows  (eaeh  entraaee  and 
departure  together  being  counted  as  one: 


Chi&raoter  or  claM  of  service. 


Steam: 

Freight  and  passenger 

Freight  mainly , 

Passenger  mainly...... 

Tugs 

Pleasure  boats 

Sail: 

Freight 

Fishing  boats 

Pleasure  boats,  large. . 

Pleasure  boats,  small. . 
Barges 


Kuidber. 

ATenige 
dialfc. 

ATenfB 
tonnage. 

Vmt. 

IbM. 

TOO 

8 

540 

400 

"% 

1,000 

500 

€6 

600 

8 

SO 

290 

8 

50 

1,000 

18 

1,100 

650 

6 

10 

400 

9 

40 

1,000 

5 

10 

850 

18 

1,000 

C6. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CANAPITSIT  CHANNEL,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

This  waterway  lies  about  20  miles  sonth  of  New  Bedford,  mnning 
between  the  islands  of  Gnttyhunk  and  Nashawena,  Massachasetts,  and 
connecting  the  waters  of  Vineyard  Sound  and  Buzzards  Bay. 

The  object  of  the  improvement  is  to  make  this  channel  safe  for  the 
use  of  light-drafb  sailboats,  and  also  especially  of  the  surf  boats  belong- 
ing to  the  life-saving  station  of  this  dangerous  locality. 

Original  condition. — Before  improvement  the  sand  shoals  and  namer- 
ous  bowlders  made  this  passage  speciaUy  dangerous  to  the  Ufe-saving 
station  boats  and  other  shallow-draft  row  and  sail  boats. 

Plan  of  improvement. — ^The  present  approved  project,  that  of  1891, 
provides  for  the  widening  and  deepening  of  the  present  channel  irom 
Vineyard  Sound  to  Buzzards  Bay,  so  as  to  secure  a  depth  of  6  feet  at 
low  water,  with  a  least  width  of  150  feet  over  its  entire  length,  all  at  a 
total  cost  estimated  in  1893  of  $9,800. 

A  description  of  the  work  may  be  found  at  page  645,  Annual  Report 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1892,  and  a  plan  of  the  same  in  House 
Ex.  Doc.  No.  59,  Fifty-second  Congress,  first  session,  and  at  page  820  of 
Annual  Beport  for  1893;  and  farther  special  information  on  page  820, 
Annual  Eeport  for  1893. 

Amount  expended  and  results  to  June  30^  1697. — The  amount  expended 
up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $5,236.04,  by  which  a  channel  of  66  feet  width 
and  about  5  feet  depth  at  low  water,  was  cut  entirely  through  from 
Buzzards  Bay  to  Vineyard  Sound,  and  a  contract  for  about  $3,500  worth 
of  work  was  entered  into  with  the  Hartford  Dredging  Company,  ot 
Hartford,  Conn.,  under  date  of  April  13,  1895,  at  36  cents  per  cubic 
yard,  but  they  had  only  removed  162  cubic  yards  of  material  at  the 
close  of  the  year.  The  work  heretofore  has  been  done  by  hired  labor  and 
the  use  of  the  Government  plant,  the  method  adopted  being  to  loosen 
the  very  compact  material  of  the  bottom  with  dynamite,  and  then 
remove  it  with  a  clam-shell  dredge,  at  the  time  belonging  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Operations  during  the  past  fiscal  year. — ^Thecontraot  for  dredging  work, 
in  progress  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  was  continued  until  Sep- 
tember 4, 1897,  when  work  was  suspended,  all  materiid  being  removed 
that  could  be  removed  by  the  dredge  employed.  The  remaining  work 
was  finally  completed  in  June,  1898.  During  the  year  5,638  cubic  yards 
of  sand|  gravel|  and  small  bowlderS|  and  89.108  oabic  yards  of  large 


APPENDIX  C — ^EEPOBT  OP  MAJOR  LOCKWOOD.  909 

bowldws  were  removed  from  the  channel,  completing  the  channel  to  its 
fall  dimensions. 

Work  required  to  complete  the  existing  project. — The  project  is  com- 
pleted. 

Operatione  contemplated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30y  1899. — No 
fhrther  work  proposed. 

Canapitsit  Channel  is  in  the  New  Bedford  colleotion  district.  New  Bedford  is  the 
nearest  port  of  entry.  The  amonnt  of  rerenne  coUected  at  New  Bedford  in  the  last 
calendar  year  was  ^^,389.51.  The  nearest  light-honses  are  the  Cnttyhnnk  and  Gay 
Head  light-houses.    The  nearest  fortification  is  fort  at  Clark  Point,  Massachusetts. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  halance  unexpended $4,563.96 

June  30, 189KB,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 2,529.00 

July  1, 1898,  halance  unexpended 2,034.96 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 1,152.55 

July  1, 1898, balance  available 882.41 

AMODNT8  APPROPRIATED. 

July  13, 1892 -. $4,800 

August  18^  1894 .5,000 

Total 9,800 


dmiraet  in  force. 


Contractor* 

Date  of 
approral. 

To  commence. 

To  complete. 

Tha  Hartford  Drodsliiff  Co.......* ■■..••••••-.•-'r-- 

Apr.  80, 1805 

a  June  1,1895 

6  Sept.     1.1B9S 

a  Extended  to  Haroh  15, 1S97. 


b  Extended  to  Jane  30, 1898. 


COBfMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 


The  commeToe  srriyinff  and  leaving  Cuttyhunk,  Mass.,  by  water  during  the  calen- 
dar years  ending  December  31. 1892-1897.  is  estimated  as  follows  (based  mainly  upon 
reports  received  from  Mr.  D.  r.  Boswortn,  Cuttyhunk,  Mass.) : 


daas  of  goods. 


Cotton  and  piodaots 

Tobacco 

Graina  and  forage 

y egetablea  and  track . . . . 
Lire  stock  and  prodacts. 

Flab,  oysten,  etc 

KavalatoreB 

Lumber  and  prodncte . . . . 

Coal,  minerau,  etc 

FertUixers 

Machinery 

(General  mexcliandiae  . . .. 
Sundries 


Total 


18B2. 


Ibfu. 


1 

IS 

8 

4 

ISO 

2 

40 

860 


SO 
70 

700 


1803. 


Tom. 
1 
2 
25 

4 

10 

250 

2 
70 
50 

2 

2 

250 

40 


1894. 


Tom. 


1 

47 

10 

136 

1,000 

2.5 

102 

50 

5 


103 

87 

1,833.5 


189i. 


Torn. 


2 

57 

14 

110 

1,100 

3 

150 

100 

5 


200 
100 

T871 


1800. 


Ton$. 

2 

3 

100 

18 

140 

2,000 

3 

100 

150 

5 


250 
150 

2,021 


1897. 


Tono. 

4 

5 

110 

20 

150 

2,000 

3 

200 

200 

8 

8 

250 

175 

3,128 
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New  transportation  companies  established  during  the  year,  none  reported. 
The  vessels  entering  and  leaving  this  waterway  are  as  follows  (each  entrance  and 
departure  togeUier  being  counted  as  one) : 


Charaoter  or  class  of  service. 


Steam: 

Freight  and  passengers 
Fishing 


Sail: 


Tugs 
Pleasure  boats 


Freight 

Fishing  boats 

Pleasure  boats,  large. 
Pleasure  boats,  small. 


Number. 


195 
20 
30 

100 


Average 
draft. 


Feet. 


6 
9 
9 
5 


75 

4 

1,700 

4 

150 

8 

800 

3 

Averags 
tonnage. 


r<»M. 


60 

IS 

80 

30 

U 
5 

80 
4 


C7. 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  TAUNTON  RIVER,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

This  riyer  rises  in  Norfolk  County,  Mass.,  and  empties  in  Mount  Hope 
Bay,  a  part  of  Narragansett  Bay.    It  is  about  44  miles  in  length. 

The  object  of  the  improvement  is  to  deepen  and  widen  the  cbannel 
so  that  vessels  of  11  feet  drafb  can  at  high  water  go  up  to  the  city  of 
Taunton,  which  for  its  extensive  manufactures  requires  large  qnantities 
of  coal,  iron,  clay,  molding  sand,  and  other  heavy  articles.  The  rise 
and  fall  of  the  tide  before  improvement  was  5.25  feet  at  Dighton  and 
3.4  feet  at  Taunton. 

Original  condition. — ^In  its  original  condition  the  channel  was  narrow 
and  obstructed  by  bowlders,  and  from  Berkley  Bridge  to  Taunton  its 
depth  was  not,  in  places,  more  than  5  feet  at  mean  high  water.  A 
vessel  of  30  tons  burden  was  as  large  as  could  go  up  to  Taunton. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  the  channel  was  limited  to  9 
feet  at  high  water,  and  was  too  narrow  and  too  much  obstructed  by 
bowlders  for  easy  navigation  by  the  crafb  making  use  of  it. 

Plan  of  improvement — The  present  approved  project,  that  of  1880, 
provides  for  the  widening  and  deepening  of  tbe  river  so  as  to  secure  a 
channel  of  at  least  12  feet  depth  at  high  water,  with  100  feet  width  from 
its  mouth  up  to  Berkley  Bridge  (above  Dighton) ;  thence  12  feet  depth 
with  80  feet  width  (100  feet  width  at  bends)  up  to  Briggs  Shoal;  thence 
11  feet  depth  with  the  same  width  up  to  the  shipyard;  thence  11  feet 
depth  with  60  feet  width  up  to  the  Weir  Bridge,  Taunton;  all  at  a  total 
cost  estimated  in  1893  at  $125,000. 

A  plan  of  the  works  may  be  found  at  page  606,  Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1884,  and  page  824  of  the  Annual  Eeport  for 
1893;  and  a  later  more  detailed  plan  in  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  86,  Fiftieth 
Congress,  first  session;  and  further  information  at  page  373  of  the 
Annual  Report  for  1880,  page  519  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1888,  and 
page  823  Of  the  Annual  Report  for  1893. 

Amount  expended  and  results  to  June  30^  1897. — ^The  total  amount 
expended  up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $180,510.11.  The  $63,000  appropri- 
ated from  1870  to  1879  secured  a  depth  of  9  feet  at  high  water  up  to 
tbe  head  of  navigation.  (See  p.  375,  Annual  Report  for  1880.)  By  the 
expenditure  of  the  subsequent  appropriations  the  prox)osed  work  had 
been  practically  completed,  so  that  there  was  a  fairly  good  channel 
with  a  minimum  depth  of  11  feet  at  high  water  from  the  head  of  navi- 
gation to  Narragansett  Bay,  which,  however,  needed  widening  at  a  few 
points  at  and  below  the  lower  end  of  the  <<  Needles.'' 
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Operations  during  the  past  fiscal  year. — No  work  done  and  no  fands 
expended  during  the  past  fiscal  year.  Farther  work  awaits  further 
appropriations. 

Work  required  to  complete  the  existing  project — There  remains  to  com- 
plete the  existing  project  the  widening  and  deepening  of  the  channel 
at  the  lower  end  of  the  '*  Needles  ^  and  at  a  few  points  below,  and  the 
removal  of  a  small  amount  of  ledge  rock. 

Operations  contemplated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899, — It  is 
proposed  to  continue  the  widening  and  deepening  of  the  channel  at  the 
narrow  and  shoal  places. 

Taanton  River  is  in  the  FaU  River  ooHection  district.  FaU  River  is  the  nearest 
port  of  entry.  The  amount  of  revenne  coliected  at  Fali  River  in  the  last  calendar 
year. was  $18,400.67.  The  nearest  light-honse  is  the  Borden  Flat  Light-Honse,  The 
nearest  fortification  is  Fort  Adams,  Newport  Harbor,  Rhode  Island. 

Money  statement. 

Jnly  1, 1897, balance  unexpended $489.89 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 489.89 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 7, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  ane  30,1900  7, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 


▲HOUNTS  APPROPRIATED. 


FreviouB  projeoU. 


July  11, 1870 $10,000 

March  3, 1871 10,000 

June  10,1872 10,000 

March  3, 1873 10,000 

June  23, 1874 10, 000 


March  3, 1875 $10,000 

June  18,1878 2,000 

March  3, 1879 1,000 


Total 63,000 


.     Present  profeoi. 


July  14,1880 $17,600 

March  3, 1881 25,000 

August  2,1882 25,000 

July  5, 1884 ^ 26,500 

September  19, 1890 7,000 


July  13, 1892 $7,000 

August  18, 1894 5,000 

June  3, 1896 : 5,000 

Total 118,000 


Efforts  were  made  to  obtain  a  statement  of  the  commerce  of  the  river  for  the  year 
ending  December  31, 1897,  but  without  success.  For  commerce  of  the  previous  six 
years  see  Annual  Report  for  1897. 


C  8. 


IMPROVEMENT  OP  8AK0NNET  RIVER,  RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  Sakonnet  Biver  is  an  arm  of  the  sea  between  the  island  of  Rhode 
Island  and  the  mainland,  extending  from  the  ocean  to  Narragansett 
Bay  aronnd  the  head  of  Bhode  Island.  The  entrance  from  the  ocean  is 
nnobstructed,  and  formerly  the  entire  river  from  Narragansett  Bay  to 
the  ocean  was  navigable  for  the  largest  ships. 
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At  present  the  upper  end  of  the  river  is  obstructed  by  two  bridgfes  or 
causeways,  the  northern  one  belonging  to  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
and  Hartford  Bailroad  Company  and  the  other  owned  by  the  State  of 
Bhode  Island.  These  causeways  have  draws  of  insufficient  capacity, 
and  the  approved  project  of  July,  181)6,  proposed  to  increase  the  width 
and  depth  of  the  draw  opening  through  the  causeway  owned  by  the 
State  from  35  feet,  present  width,  to  100  feet;  and  from  9  feet,  present 
depth,  to  25  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

For  fuller  description  of  the  subject,  see  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers for  1895,  pages  729  to  737. 

No  work  has  been  done  and  no  funds  expended  during  the  past  fiscal 
year,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  State  assembly's  permission  to  the 
United  States  to  widen  and  deepen  the  draw  opening  in  its  bridge  is 
conditioned  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  it  inoperative  until  the  railroad 
company  shall  have  widened  and  deepened  the  draw  opening  of  its 
bridge. 

Notice  was  received  in  May,  1898,  that  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
and  Hartford  Bailroad  Company  had  been  ordered  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  construct  a  suitable  draw  in  its  bridge  by  May  1, 1899. 

Sakonnet  River  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Newport,  which  is  a  port  of  entry. 
The  amount  of  revenue  coUeoted  at  Newport  in  the  last  calendar  year  was  $2,015. 
The  nearest  light-honses  are  Muscle  Bed  »Shoals,  Bristol  Ferry,  and  Warwick  light- 
houses.   The  nearest  fortification  is  Fort  Adams,  H.  I. 


Money  statement, 

July  1, 1897y  balance  unexpended $20,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 20,000.00 


'Amount  f estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existiug  project 20, 000. 00 

I  Amountthat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  yearendiugJuuedO,  1900  20, 000. 00 
^  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requiremets  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4^  1897. 


COBfMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 


The  commerce  arriving  and  leaving  Sakonnet  River,  Rhode  Island,  bv  water  dur- 
ing the  calendar  years  ending  December  31,  1896-1897,  is  estimated  as  follows  (based 
mainly  upon  reports  received  from  Mr.  J.  A.  Pettey,  general  manager  of  the  Sakonnet 
Steamboat  Company) : 


Class  of  goods. 


TobMOO 

Bice 

Grains  and  forage 

Vegetables  and  track 

Live  stock  and  products 

Fish,  oysters,  etc 

Lamber  and  produots 

Coal,  minerals,  etc 

Pertilisers 

Machinery », 

General  merchandise 

Sundries 


Total 


1896. 


Tona. 


2,100 

10 

25 

200 

350 

650 

5 

5 

300 

16 

8,660 


1897. 


Tona. 
3 
2 

2.500 

50 

40 

300 

4M 

750 

45 

10 

400 


4,535 
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New  transportation  oompanies  establislied  daring  the  year,  none. 
The  yessele  entering^  ana  leaving  this  waterway  are  as  follows  (each  entrance  and 
departure  together  being  counted  as  one) : 


ChwMter  or  oIm«  of  leryioe. 


Steam: 

Frdgbt  and  paaaenger 

Paaaenger  mainlv 

Fishing 

Tuga 

Pleaanraboate 

Bail: 

Fishing  boata 

Pleasore  boata,  large.. 

Pleasore  boate,  imall . 


Number. 

Average 
draft. 

F€€t. 

800 

n 

100 

6 

200 

8.6 

10 

7 

16 

7 

200 

8 

4 

8 

800 

3 

Averase 
tonnage. 

Tim$. 

100 

100 

80 

90 

100 

I 

80 
3 


C  9, 

nCPBOYEMENT  OF  PAWTUOKST  BIYEB,  BHODE  ISLAND. 

The  navigable  part  of  the  Pawtucket  (or  Seekonk)  Biver^  an  arm  of 
Providence  Eiver,  extends  from  Providence  to  Pawtucket,  a  city  which 
in  1890  had  a  population  of  about  28,000  and  extensive  manufactures, 
depending  largely  on  water  transportation.  The  mean  rise  and  faJl  of 
the  tide  is  about  5  feet. 

Original  condition. — Before  improvement  the  channel  in  the  river  was 
narrow  and  had  a  ruling  depth  of  about  5  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  the  channel  was  narrow  and 
only  about  7  feet  deep. 

Plan  of  improvement. — ^The  present  improved  project,  that  of  1883, 
provides  for  the  deepening  of  the  river  so  as  to  secure  a  channel  of  at 
least  12  feet  depth  at  low  water  with  100  feet  width  from  its  mouth  at 
Providence  up  to  opposite  Grant  &  Oo.'s  wharf,  at  Pawtucket,  and 
thence  12  feet  depth  with  40  feet  width  through  a  stone  ledge  for  a 
short  distance  toward  Division  Street  Bridge;  all  at  a  total  cost  esti- 
mated in  1883  at  $382,500. 

A  plan  of  the  works  may  be  found  at  page  608,  Annual  Beport  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1884,  and  page  830  of  1893,  and  fiirther  descrip- 
tion at  page  677  of  1895. 

Amount  expended  and  results  to  June  30j  1897. — ^The  total  amount 
expended  up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $253,948.39. 

The  $52,000  appropriated  between  1867  and  1882  had  dredged  the 
channel  to  75  feet  width  and  7  feet  depth  at  low  water.  This  work  was 
completed  in  1876. 

The  expenditure  of  subsequent  appropriations  had  dredged  the  chan- 
nel to  100  feet  width  and  12  feet  depth  as  far  as  projected,  and  removed 
about  two-thirds  of  the  ledge  from  the  channel  40  feet  wide  and  12  feet 
deep  in  front  of  the  wharves  at  Pawtucket,  and  also  completed  the 
lower  section  of  the  channel  through  the  ledge  rock  to  its  full  dimen- 
sions of  40  feet  width  and  12  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water.  A  contract 
for  removing  about  1,300  cubic  yards  of  ledge  rock  under  the  1896 
appropriation  was  entered  into  on  April  14, 1897,  with  John  J.  Fitz- 
patrick,  of  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  at  $6.66  per  cubic  yard.  Under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  contract  work  was  commenced  in  April,  1897,  and  was 
in  progress  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year.  Drilling  and  blasting  had 
been  carried  on  over  about  one-half  of  the  upper  section  of  the  channel, 
but  no  rock  had  been  removed.  A  small  amount  of  dredging  had  also 
been  done  between  the  piers  of  Central  or  Bed  Bridge,  near  the  lower 
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end  of  the  improved  channel,  while  the  city  of  Providence  was  rebuild- 
ing the  bridge,  making  the  water  there  20  feet  deep  and  largely  increas- 
ing the  waterway  through  it. 

The  main  channel  has  somewhat  filled  up  near  its  banks. 

Operations  during  the  past  fiscal  year. — ^The  amount  expended  during 
the  past  fiscal  year  was  $12,443.03. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  work  under  the  above-described 
contract  then  in  progress  was  continued,  and  completed  in  October, 
1897.  Seven  hundred  and  fifty-three  holes  were  drilled  and  blasted  in 
the  ledge  rock  of  the  upi>er  reach,  and  1,643.9  cubic  yards  of  broken 
stone  were  removed,  resulting  in  the  completion  of  the  channel  through 
the  ledge  rock  to  its  full  dimensions  of  40  feet  width  and  12  feet  depth 
at  mean  low  water. 

This  work  was  under  the  local  charge  of  Mr.  Edward  Parrish  as 
assistant  engineer,  with  Mr.  John  F.  Parks  as  inspector. 

Work  required  to  complete  the  existing  project — ^The  work  yet  to  be 
done  is  to  straighten  the  channel  in  the  lower  part  of  the  river  and  to 
deei)en  it  at  points  where  it  has  shoaled. 

(derations  contemplated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30y  1899. — It  is 
proposed  to  apply  the  balance  of  the  funds  on  hand  toward  the  straight- 
ening and  deepening  of  the  channel  in  its  lower  portions. 

Pawtnoket  is  in  the  ooUeotioii  distrlot  of  Providence,  and  that  port  is  the  nearest 
port  of  entry.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  in  Providence  in  the  last  calendar 
year  was  $198,734.22.  The  nearest  light-honse  is  Sassafras  Point  Light.  The  nearest 
fortifications  are  Fort  Adams,  Newport,  B.  I.,  and  the  fort  on  Datoh  Island,  Rhode 
Island. 

Money  statement 

Jnly  L 1897,  halance  unexpended $23,571.20 

Jane  90, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 12, 443. 03 

July  1, 1898t  balance  unexpended • 11,128.17 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existinff  project 30, 000. 00 
Amountthat can beprontablyexpendedinfiscalyearending JuneSO,  1900    30, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  cIyU  act  of  June  ^  1897* 


AMOUNTS  APPBOPRIATED. 


March  2, 1867 $17,000.00 

July  11, 1870 8,000.00 

March  3, 1871 7,000.00 

June  10, 1872 10,000.00 

March  3, 1873 10,000. 00 

July  5, 1884 50,000.00 

August  5, 1886 30,000. 00 

August  11, 1888 85,000.00 

September  19, 1890 80,000.00 


July  13,1892 $35,000.00 

August  18, 1894 25,000.00 

June  3, 1896 20,500.00 

Total 277,500.00 

Received  from  sale  of  material  19. 59 


Total 277,519.59 


Ckmiract  in  foroe. 


Contnkotor. 


John  J.  Titspatriok 


Date  of  ap- 
proval. 


May  22, 1897 


Tooom- 
menoe. 


To  oomplrta. 


May  1,  1897,  Oct     2,1887 
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COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 


The  commerce  arriying  and  leaving  Pawtaoket  River,  Rhode  Island,  by  water  dur- 
ing the  calendar  years  ending  December  31,  1893-1897,  is  estimated  as  follows  (based 
mainly  upon  reports  received  from  the  Newell  Coal  and  Lumber  Company,  of  Paw- 
taoket, R.  I.) : 


ClaM  of  goodB. 


Cotton  andproduotfl 

Lumber  ana  products ^. 

Coal,  minerals,  eto 

Pertilizera 

General  merchandise 

Sondriee 


Total. 


*1893. 


Tom. 

700 

14,500 

108.000 

1,433 


2,000 


186,633 


1894. 


TonM. 


12,600 

158,000 

7,000 

6,850 


183,450 


1806. 


Tont. 


8,620 

175,447 

1,009 

10,308 


105,474 


1806. 


T<m$. 


9,000 

175,000 

1,000 

11,500 

5.000 


201,500 


1897. 


Tont. 


0,000 

175,000 

1,000 

10,000 

5,000 


aoo.ooo 


New  transportation  companies  established  daring  the  year,  none  reported. 
The  vessels  entering  and  leaving  this  waterway  are  as  follows  (each  entrance  and 
departure  together  being  counted  as  one) : 


Character  or  class  of  service. 


Steam: 

Freight,  mainly 

Passenger,  mainly  . . . 

Togs 

MiMellaneous 

Sail: 

Freight 

Pleasure  boats,  Urge. 

Pleasure  boats,  small 
Barges 


Number. 


260 
275 
500 
125 

175 

20 

800 

100 


Average 
draft. 


Fut. 


10 
8 
7 
6 

10 
7 
3 

10 


Average 
tonnage. 


Tont. 

500 

100 

80 

50 

300 

100 

4 

500 


C  10. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  PROVIDENCE  RIVER  AND  NARRAGANSETT  BAY, 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence  River  is  an  estuary  of  Narragansett  Bay.  The  object  of 
its  improvement  is  to  fornisli  a  wide  and  deep  channel  for  European 
and  coastwise  commerce  from  the  ocean  to  Providence,  a  city  which 
had  in  1890  about  132,000  inhabitants,  being  twenty-fifth  in  size  of  the 
cities  of  the  United  States,  a  city  largely  engaged  in  manufactures,  and 
also  a  port  of  entry  for  an  extensive  region  of  country  with  which  it  is 
connected  by  railroads.    The  mean  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  is  4.7  feet 

Original  condition. — ^Before  the  improvement  of  the  river  was  com- 
menced in  1853  many  shoals  obstructed  navigation,  and  at  one  point  in 
the  channel,  a  place  called  The  Crook,  the  available  low- water  depth 
was  but  4.5  feet. 

Plans  of  improvement — ^The  projects  between  1852  and  1873  provided 
for  deepening  the  channel  by  removing  obstructing  rocks  and  dredging 
at  the  shoalest  points  to  secure  first  ^  depth  of  9  feet  and  then  12  feet. 
This  work  was  completed  in  1878.  The  project  of  1878  as  modified  in 
1882  provided  for  a  channel  300  feet  wide  and  25  feet  deep  from  Provi- 
dence to  the  deep  water  of  Narragansett  Bay  and  for  an  anchorage 
basin  between  Fox  Point  and  Fields  Point,  with  a  depth  of  20  feet  000 
feet  wide,  a  depth  of  18  feet  725  feet  wide,  a  depth  of  12  feet  940  feet 
wide,  and  a  depth  of  6  feet  1,060  feet  wide;  all  at  a  total  estimated  cost 
in  1882  of  $675,000.  The  25-foot  channel  of  this  project  has  been  laid 
out  in  straight  reaches  (with  enlargements  at  the  angles),  with  a  view 
to  their  being  lighted  later;  if  it  should  be  foTrnd  \i&K!»&^*^^  ^Vj  \.^\^Mj!t^^ 
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leading  lights,  sach  as  are  used  in  similar  cases  in  Chesapeake  Bay, 
Delaware  Biver,  and  other  localities. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3. 1896,  provides  for  securing  a  ship 
channel  400  feet  in  width  and  of  a  aepth  of  25  feet  at  mean  low  water 
from  Sassafras  Point,  in  Providence  Harbor,  through  Providence  Biver 
and  Karragausett  Bay,  by  the  most  direct  route  practicable  to  the  ocean 
by  way  of  the  ^'Western  Passage,^  so  called,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$732,820. 

A  project  for  this  new  work  from  Sassafras  Point  to  Oonimicut  Point 
was  approved  August,  1896. 

A  plan  of  the  old  works  may  be  found  at  page  622,  Annual  Beport 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1884,  page  830  of  1893,  and  frirther  special 
information  at  page  235  of  1878,  and  page  557  of  1882. 

Amount  expended  and  results  to  June  30 j  1897. — The  amount  expended 
up  to  June  30,  1897,  was  $698,490.60,  by  which  a  channel  300  feet  wide 
and  25  feet  deep  had  been  secured  up  to  the  city  of  Providence,  Bulk- 
head Bock  had  been  removed,  and  an  anchorage  area  1,060  feet  wide, 
with  depths  varying  from  6  to  20  feet,  had  been  dredged  between  Fields 
Point  and  Fox  Point;  but  both  the  channel  and  anchorage  area  have 
shoaled  considerably  in  places  and  need  some  redredging. 

A  survey  of  the  river  between  Sassafras  and  Gonimicut  points  was 
made  in  October,  1896,  for  securing  data  for  dredging  under  the  appro- 
priation  of  1896. 

A  continuous  contract  was  entered  into  on  February  26, 1897,  with 
Mr.  P,  Sanford  Boss,  of  Jersey  City,  TS.  J.,  at  8|  cei)ts  i)er  cubic  yard, 
for  removing  about  1,122,000  cubic  yards  of  material  between  those 
points.  Under  this  agreement  the  dredge  had  covered  about  one-third 
of  the  distance  between  Fields  Point  and  Pomham  below  the  for- 
mer place,  leaving  the  channel  from  there  to  Oonimicut  Point  to  be 
completed. 

Operations  during  the  past  fiscal  year, — ^The  amount  expended  during 
the  past  fiscal  year  was  $73,128.78. 

The  work  of  dredging  the  new  ship  channel  under  the  continuous 
contract  with  Mr.  P.  Sanford  Boss  was  continued  throughout  the  year, 
and  745,655  cubic  yards  of  material  were  removed,  practically  complet- 
ing the  channel  between  Sassafras  Point  and  Pomham  light-house  and 
completing  the  removal  of  about  one-half  of  the  material  from  the  reach 
between  Pomham  and  Sabines  light-houses. 

In  compliance  with  Department  instructions,  a  preliminary  project 
for  extending  the  improvement  of  the  "  Western  Passage"  below  Oonimi- 
cut Point  was  submitted  in  January  and  approved  in  February,  1898. 

A  survey  of  the  river  below  Oonimicut  Point  was  made  during  March 
and  April,  1898,  for  securing  data  for  the  extended  improvement,  and 
this  work  is  now  being  platted. 

This  work  was  under  the  local  charge  of  Mr.  Edward  Parrish  as 
assistant  engineer,  with  Messrs.  T.  W.  Kennan,  O.  O.  Abell,  John  F. 
Parks,  Philip  S.  Knauer,  and  Hugh  D.  Bose  as  inspectors.  The  survey 
was  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  0.  M.  Winchell,  assistant  engineer. 

Operatioiis  contemplated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30 ^  1899. — It  is 
proposed  to  continue  the  work  of  dredging  in  the  new  ship  channel  and 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  continuing  the  excavation  down 
through  the  Western  Passage.  When  the  platting  of  the  survey  men- 
tioned above  is  completed,  a  detailed  estimate  of  the  work  required 
below  Oonimicut  ]^oint  will  be  submitted  and  a  continuing  contract,  as 
authorized  in  the  original  act,  entered  into,  after  due  advertisement 
according  to  law,  fox  comp\e^U\i^  tii^  channel.  It  is  proposed  to  apply 
the  $200,000  estimated  foi  fiL^c;dl  ^^^  ^ivdAs^^  ^t^^^^\^^^  together 
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with  sach  balances  as  may  be  available,  to  continuing  this  work  below 
Oonimicut  Point. 

ProTidenoe  River  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Proyidence,  which  is  a  port  of 
entry.  The  amonnt  of  reyenue  collected  at  Proyidence  in  the  last  calendar  year 
was  $198,734.22.  The  nearest  light-houses  are  the  six  liffht-houses  in  Proyidence 
Riyer.    The  nearest  fortifications  are  fort  on  Dntch  IslancTand  Fort  Adams,  R.  I. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1S97,  halance  unexpended $143,152.79 

Jnne30;  1898^  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 73,138.78 

July  1, 1898,  halance  unexpended 70,024.01 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  Uabilities $17,050.70 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 20, 498. 87 

37,549.57 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 32,474.44 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  extstin^  project 582, 000.00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  uue  30, 1900  200, 000. 00 
Submitted  In  compliance  with  reanirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
habor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 


AMOUNTS  APPBOPRIATBD. 


August  30, 1852 $5,000.00 

August  30, 1852  (survey) 1, 500. 00 

May  2, 1867 25,000.00 

July  11, 1870 6,000.00 

July  15.1870 2,500.00 

June  10,1872 10,000.00 

March  3, 1873 10,000.00 

June  18, 1878 5,000.00 

June  18, 1878 60,000.00 

March  3, 1879 60,000.00 

July  14, 18*0 60,000.00 

March  3, 1881 60,000.00 

August  2, 1882 125,000.00 

July5,1884 86,000.00 


August  5, 1886 $30,000.00 

August  11. 1888 40, 000.00 

September  19, 1890 50,000.00 

July  13, 1892 50,000.00 

August  18, 1894 17,500.00 

June  3, 1896 25,000.00 

June  4,1897 125,000.00 

July  1,1898 125,000.00 

Total 966,500.00 

Received  from  sale  of  material         143. 39 


Total 966,643.39 


Contract  in  farce. 


Contaraotor. 

Date  of  ap- 
proval. 

To  com- 
mence. 

To  complete. 

P.  Sanford  Boas .•••. ...••.... 

Mar.  10,1807 

Apr.    1,1807 

Joly    1, 1809 

COMMERCIAL  8TATISTICB. 


The  commerce  arriving  and  leaving  Providence  River,  Rhode  Island,  by  water 
during  the  calendar  years  ending  December  31,  1894-18S^,  is  estimated  as  follows 
(based  mainly  upon  reports  received  from  Mr.  George  H.  Webb,  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  providence,  R^I.,  and  Mr.  Henry  E.  'nepke,  commissioner  of  indus- 
trial statistics  for  the  State  of  Rhode  Island) : 


Claaa  of  goods. 


Oraini  and  foraee  — 
Lumber  aod  prodaota. 
Coaltininerau,  etc . . . . 

Oil,  naphtha,  eto 

Fertilixera... 

General  merohandlao . 
Sundries 


Total 


1894. 


Tom, 


60,000 
1,051,000 


2,000 

521, 700 

9,000 


1.043,700 


1895. 


Tons. 
20,079 
47,503 
1,288,301 


886 

873,094 

23,068 


1,763,006 


1896. 


Tons. 
19,509 
46.500 
1,108,975 


875 

875.600 

50,000 


1,600,950 


1897. 


Tons. 

20.600 

64,089 

1,407,536 

41. 110 

583 

650,000 

50,757 


2,152,0il6 
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New  traiiHportation  companies  eBtablished  daring  the  year,  none  reported. 
The  vessels  entering  and  leaying  this  waterway  are  as  follows  (each  entrance  and 
departure  together  being  counted  as  one) : 


Character  or  clans  of  service. 


Bt«9m : 

Freight  and  pasMogw 

Freight  mainlv 

Pasftenger  mainly 

Fishing 

Tugs 

Pleasure  boats 

Sail: 

Freight 

Pleasure  boats,  large  . . 

Pleasure  boats,  small . . 
Barges 


Number. 


706 
261 
3,201 
1,248 
1,026 
1,300 

772 

803 

1,000 

1,439 


▲rerage 
draft. 


12 

18 
7 
8 

13 
5 

18 
7 
8 

16 


tonnage. 


Tons, 
W 
1,433 

S18 
38 

100 
30 

1,500 

40 

7 

1,900 


C  II. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  GREEN  JACKET  SHOAL,  PROVIDENCE  RTVEB,  RHODE 

ISLAND. 

Green  Jacket  Sboal  is  that  part  of  Providence  Biver  which  lies  ofi 
the  wharves  on  the  south  front  of  the  city  of  Providence,  being  an 
important  part  of  the  harbor  for  anchorage  purposes. 

Originul  condition, — That  part  of  the  harbor  in  which  the  shoal  is 
located  is  about  2,000  feet  long  by  from  600  to  1,200  feet  wide;  and  of 
this  area,  the  shoal  occupied  about  30  acres,  that  part  of  it  which  was 
included  between  the  15-foot  curves  measuring  about  18  acres.  There 
were  channels  on  either  side  of  the  shoal,  between  it  and  the  harbor 
lines,  having  at  mean  low  water  a  width  of  300  feet  and  a  depth  of  20 
feet  on  the  north  side,  and  a  width  varjing  from  50  to  100  feet  and  a 
depth  of  about  15  feet  on  the  south  side.  The  water  on  the  summit  of 
the  shoal  was  only  1  foot  deep. 

Plan  of  improvement. — ^The  present  approved  project,  that  of  1885, 
provides  for  the  removal  to  25  feet  depth  at  low  water  of  a  middle- 
ground  shoal  of  about  30  acres  area  in  Providence  Kiver  opposite  the 
city,  no  portion  of  the  shoal  within  200  feet  of  the  harbor  lines  of  the 
city  to  be  removed  by  the  General  Government;  all  at  a  total  cost  esti- 
mated in  1885  at  $112,346. 

A  plan  of  the  works  may  be  found  at  page  598,  Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1885,  and  pages  830  and  832  of  1893. 

Amount  expended  and  results  to  June  30j  1897. — ^The  total  amount 
expended  on  the  present  project  up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $103,896.99, 
by  which  23.8  acre.s  (out  of  the  original  30)  had  been  dredged  to  25 
feet  depth,  and  a  16-foot  depth  had  been  secured  over  the  remainiDg 
central  and  largest  portion  of  the  shoal,  making  an  important  addition 
to  the  anchorage  facilities  of  the  harbor. 

Operations  during  the  pa^t  fiscal  year. — The  amount  expended  during 
the  past  fiscal  year  was  $20.75.  No  operations  were  in  progress  during 
the  year,  owing  to  the  practical  exhaustion  of  funds.  Farther  work 
awaits  further  appropriations. 

Work  required  to  complete  the  existing  project. — ^The  work  required  to 
complete  the  existing  project  is  the  further  deepening  of  the  entire  area 
to  its  full  depth  of  25  feet. 

Operations  contemplated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899.-- 
Nothing  contemplated,  there  being  no  funds  available. 

Green  Jacket  Shoal  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Providence,  which  is  a  port  of 
eintiy.    The  amotmt  of  leveiiue  coUected  at  Providence  daring  the  laei  calendar 
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year  was  $198,734.22.  The  neareat  ligbt-hoiueB  are  the  six  light-hoaseB  in  Provi- 
dence River.  The  nearest  fortifications  are  Fort  AdamSi  B.  I.,  and  the  fort  on  Datoh 
Island. 

Money  atatemenU 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $368.01 

Jnne  30,  ISSKB,  amount  expended  during  fisoid  year 20.75 

July  1, 1898, balance  unexpended 332.26 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 8, 096. 00 
Amoun  t  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1900     8, 096. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundiy  civil  act  of  Jnne  4, 1897. 


AH0XJKT8  AFPROPBIATBD. 


Pre9ent  prcjeei. 


August  5, 1886 $26,250 

August  11, 1888 28,000 

September  19, 1890 25,000 

Julyl3,1892 10,000 


August  18, 1894 $7,600 

Jnne  3, 1896 7,500 

Total 104,260 


For  the  commercial  statistics,  see  report  of  improvement  of  Providence  Biver  and 
Narragansett  Bay,  Bhode  Island. 


C  12. 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  WICKFORD  HABBOB,  BHODE  ISLAND. 

Wickford  Harbor  is  an  arm  of  Karragansett  Bay  lying  west  of  the 
north  end  of  Gonanicnt  Island,  abont  18  miles  sonth  of  Providence  and 
abont  12  miles  northwest  of  Newport,  B.  L  The  entrance  is  obstructed 
by  a  number  of  bowlders  and  the  harbor  itself  is  shoal. 

The  harbor  owes  its  importance  to  the  fact  that  it  is  the  water  termi- 
nus of  the  V^ickford  Bailroad,  which  connects  with  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  and  Hartford  Bailroad  at  Wickford  Junction,  and,  in  connec- 
tion with  a  ferryboat  making  six  round  trips  daily  between  V^ickford 
and  Ne\7port,  forms  the  shortest  line  of  communication  between  the 
latter  point  and  New  York  and  other  points  west 

The  mean  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  is  4.2  feet 

Original  condition, — Before  improvement  the  channel  had  a  ruling 
depth  of  about  6  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  the  channel,  extending  from 
the  steamboat  wharf  near  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  up  to  the  wharves 
of  the  town  of  Wickford,  was  winding  and  about  6  feet  deep,  and  the 
entrance  to  the  harbor  and  the  channel  were  obstructed  by  bowlders. 

Plan  of  improvement. — The  project  of  1896  provides  for  removing  cer- 
tain of  the  worst  bowlders  aud  dredging  a  channel  60  feet  wide  and  9 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  with  enlargements  at  the  bends,  up  to  the 
wharves  in  Wickford. 

Amount  expended  and  results  to  June  30j  1697. — ^The  amount  expended 
up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $  15,563.89,  which  removed  some  of  the  bowlders 
fh>m  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  and  completed  the  channel  tA  tViSk  dfts^^ 
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and  width  projected,  i.  e.,  of  60  feet  width  and  9  feet  depth  at  mean  low 
water  up  to  the  steamboat  wharf. 

derations  during  the  past  fiscal  year, — ISo  work  has  been  done  and 
no  fands  expended  daring  the  past  fiscal  year. 

Operations  contemplated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^  1699. — It  is 
proposed  to  apply  the  funds  available  to  removing  a  few  additional 
bowlders. 

Wickford  is  in  the  collection  difltrict  of  Newport.  The  amonnt  of  revenne  col- 
lected at  Newport  in  the  last  calendar  year  was  12, 015.  The  nearest  liffht-bonse  is 
Wickford  Harbor  Light.  The  nearest  fortification  is  fort  oh  Dutch  Ishuid,  Rhode 
Island. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 


$798.11 

Tsau 


AMOUNTS  AFPROPRIATSD. 

March  8, 1873 $5,001 

June  28, 1874 5,000 

June  8, 1896 6,300 

Total 16,800 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 


The  commerce  arriving  and  leaving  Wickford  Harbor,  Rhode  Island,  bv  wate^  dur- 
ing the  calendar  years  ending  December  31, 1896-97,  is  estimated  as  follows  (based 
mainly  upon  reports  received  from  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Pierce^  town  clerk,  Wickford,  R.  I.) : 


Class  of  goods. 


Cotton  and  products . . . . 

Tobacco 

Rice 

Grains  and  forage 

Vegetables  and  truck... 
Live  stock  and  products 

Fish,  oysters,  etc 

Kaval  stores 

Lumber  and  products... 

Cold,  minerals,  etc 

Fertilisers 

Qeneral  merchiuidise  . . . 
Sondries 

Total 


1896. 


2Vm«. 

Dmm. 

100 

190 

10 

10 

I 

4 

750 

•SO 

85 

25 

125 

800 

475 

850 

6 

6 

8,014 

8,200 

11,100 

18,000 

60 

SO 

800 

850 

50 

50 

1897. 


14.900        10^845 


Kew  transportation  companies  established  daring  the  year,  none. 
The  vessels  entering  and  leaving  this  waterway  are  as  follows  (each  entrance  and 
departure  together  being  coonted  as  one) : 


Character  or  elaas  of  service. 


Steam: 

Freight  and  passenger 

Fishing 

Tugs 

Pleasure  boats 

BaQ: 

Freight 

Fishing  boats 

Pleasure  boats,  large. . 

Pleasure  boats,  small . 
Bargee 


Komber. 


1,200 

50 

150 

250 

185 
250 

75 
400 

16 


Average 
draft. 


ATorage 
tonnage. 


Fut. 


7 
6 
7 
7 

8 
8 
7 
8 

12 


TomM. 
332 

50 

80 

100 

150 

5 

60 

S 


-  "•» 
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C  13. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  NEWPORT  HARBOR,  RHODE  ISLAND. 

Newport  Harbor  is  at  the  main  entrance  to  Narragansett  Bay.  This 
bay  daring  the  entire  year  offers  an  easily  accessible  harbor  of  refuge 
for  our  European  and  coastwise  commerce  quite  equal  in  almost  every 
respect  to  any  harbor  on  this  coast.  Newport  Harbor,  lying  at  the 
eastern  entrance  to  this  bay  and  forming  a  part  of  it,  has  been  used  by 
vessels  from  very  early  times  on  account  of  its  accessibility  and  well- 
sheltered  location. 

The  objects  of  the  improvement  are  to  widen  and  deepen  the  entrance 
to  the  harbor  and  to  enlarge  its  capacity  for  vessels  seeking  refuge  in 
storms  by  increasing  the  area  and  depth  of  the  anchorage  within  it. 
The  mean  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  is  about  3.75  feet. 

Original  condition. — Before  improvement  the  capacity  of  the  inner 
harbor  was  limited  by  shoals,  and  it  was  not  sufficient  for  the  vessels 
seeking  it  for  refuge.  The  southern  (main)  entrance  was  obstructed 
by  a  bar  which  stretched  out  from  Goat  Island,  and  the  northern 
entrance,  near  Rose  Island,  by  a  sharp  rocky  spit,  and  the  general 
business  wharves  of  the  city  could  not  be  reached  at  low  tide  by  vessels 
drawing  more  than  8  feet. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  this  harbor  was  limited  to  12 
feet  depth  at  low  water,  and  its  anchorage  area  too  small  for  the  crafb 
seek  harborage  at  this  place  during  the  summer  and  all  the  year  during 
storms. 

Plan  of  improvement. — The  present  approved  project,  that  of  1880,  as 
modified  in  1882, 1883, 1884, 1890,  and  1896,  provides  for  the  widening 
and  deepening  of  the  channel,  from  Narragansett  Bay  into  Newport,  so 
as  to  secure  15  feet  depth  at  low  water,  with  at  least  750  feet  width ; 
for  the  extension  of  the  13-foot  depth  and  10  foot  depth  anchorage 
basins,  and  for  dredging  a  channel  10  feet  deep  along  the  harbor  line 
south  from  Commercial  Wharf  to  a  point  opposite  the  gas  company's 
wharf;  for  the  partial  cutting  off  of  the  shoal  spit  at  the  southern  end 
of  Goat  Island,  and  for  theconstruction  of  jetties  on  the  western  shore  of 
Goat  Island  so  as  to  protect  the  end  of  this  island  from  erosion,  and 
to  prevent  the  drift  of  sand,  etc.,  around  the  island  into  the  a4Jc^eQt 
parts  of  the  channel  and  harbor,  and  for  the  removal  of  ^^Spindle  Bock," 
a  sharp  rocky  spit  near  Hose  Island ;  all  at  a  total  cost  estimated  in 
1895  at  $206,200. 

A  plan  of  the  works  may  be  found  at  page  604,  Annual  Beport  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1885,  and  page  838  of  1893;  and  further  details 
at  page  562  of  1881,  page  561  of  1882,  page  494  of  1883,  page  624  of 
1884,  page  736  of  1891,  and  page  627  of  1892. 

Amount  expended  and  results  to  JuneSOy  1897. — ^The  amount  expended 
to  June  30,  1897,  was  $180,423.80.  The  $28,500  appropriated  between 
1873  and  1875  had  been  expended  in  dredging  a  12  foot  channel  up  to 
the  city  wharves  and  in  building  a  small  jetty  to  arrest  the  flow  of  sand 
into  the  main  channel  and  harbor,  and  to  protect  the  western  side  of 
Goat  Island.  This  work  was  completed  in  1876.  Of  the  work  under 
the  present  project  the  15-foot  depth  channel  at  the  southern  entrance 
to  the  harbor  had  been  completed;  the  10-foot  depth  channel  along  the 
harbor  line  south  from  Commercial  Wharf  to  a  point  opposite  the  gas 
company's  wharf,  the  cutting  off  of  the  spit  at  the  southern  end  of  Goat 
Island,  and  a  jetty  on  the  western  side  of  the  island  had  been  nearly 
completed.    The  13-foot  depth  anchorage  area  had  been  completed,  a 
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small  part  of  the  10-foOt  anchorage  area  had  been  dredged,  and  409.14 
cabic  yards  of  rock  had  been  removed  from  <<  Spindle  Bock,"  near  Bose 
Island,  securing  a  depth  of  8.5  feet  at  low  water  over  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  rock. 

Operations  during  the  past  fiscal  year. — ^The  amoant  expended  daring 
the  past  fiscal  year  was  $76.70. 

Ko  dredging  or  stonework  was  in  progress  daring  the  fiscal  year  for 
want  of  fands.  At  the  date  of  this  report  the  improvement  is  in  good 
condition. 

In  July,  1897^  a  recommendation  was  submitted  for  a  change  in  tbe 
harbor  lines  as  established  by  the  State  in  the  harbor  of  Newport,  B.  L 
The  papers  were  returned  to  this  office  the  same  month  with  directions 
to  arrange  for  a  public  hearing  at  Newport  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
and  said  hearing  was  held  on  August  18, 1897,  and  report  submitted 
thereon  on  September  11, 1897.  Under  date  of  Septentber  24  instruc- 
tions were  received  to  make  a  resurvey  of  the  water  front  of  Newport 
Harbor,  and  said  survey  has  been  made  and  map  platted.  By  Depart- 
ment instructions  of  December  10, 1897,  the  subject  of  establishment  of 
harbor  lines  at  Newport  Harbor  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Engineers 
constituted  by  Special  Orders  No.  44,  Headquarters,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, December  1, 1897,  and  directed  that  a  public  hearing  be  granted 
to  all  interested  parties,  and  said  hearing  was  held  before  said  Board 
on  the  11th  of  January,  1898.  Preliminary  report  was  submitted  on 
January  27, 1898. 

The  survey  was  under  charge  of  Mr.  0.  M.  Winchell,  assistant 
engineer. 

Work  required  to  complete  the  existing  project, — The  work  required  to 
complete  the  existing  project  is  the  excavation  of  the  remainder  of  the 
10-foot  anchorage  area  within  the  harbor  and  the  building  of  additional 
jetties  outside  of  Goat  Island,  whenever  they  maybe  required  to  arrest 
the  drift  of  littoral  sand  and  gravel  into  the  harbor  entrance. 

Operations  contemplated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^  1899. — 
Nothing  contemplated  excepting  establishment  of  harbor  lines,  there 
being  no  funds  available. 

Newport  is  in  the  coUection  district  of  Newporti  and  is  a  port  of  entry.  The 
ainoDDt  of  revenue  coUected  at  Newport  in  the  last  calendar  year  was  $2,015.  The 
nearest  ligfat-faoases  are  Lime  Rock  and  Newport  (Qoat  Island)  lights.  The  nearest 
fortification  is  Fort  Adams^  R.  I. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $86.73 

June  30, 18SKB,  amount  expended  during  6soal  year 76.70 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 9.02 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 54, 200. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expendedin  fiscal  year  ending  JnneSO,  1900    54, 200. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  reouirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jane  4, 1897. 


AMOUNTS  APPROPRIATED. 


March  3, 1873 $8,500.00 

June  23,1874 10,000.00 

March  3, 1875 10,000.00 

March  3, 1881 25,000.00 

August  2,1882 20,000.00 

July  5, 1884 20,000.00 

August  6,1886 15,000.00 

Angost  11, 1888 -^2,^^.0^  V 


September  19, 1890 $12,500.00 

July  13, 1892 , 25,00a00 

August  18,1894 7,500.00 

June3,1896 15,000.00 

Received  from  sale  of  materia  8. 52 


Total 180,608.52 
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COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 


The  commerce  arriving  and  leaving  Newport  Harbor,  Rhode  Island,  by  water 
dnrinff  the  calendar  years  ending  December  31,  1893-1897,  is  estimated  as  follows 
(based  mainly  npon  reports  reeeived  from  Mr.  Martin  H.  Ball,  deputy  collector  of 
cnstomBi  and  other  citizens  of  Newport,  R.  I.) : 


Class  of  goods. 


Cotton  and  prodncts  — 

Tobacco 

Grains  and  forage 

Veget-ables  and  truck  . . . 
Live  stock  and  products 

Fish,  oysters,  etc 

Nayal  stores 

Lnmber  and  produota . . . 

Coal,  minerals,  etc 

Fertilizers 

Machinery 

General  merchandise 

Sundries 


Total. 


1893. 


Tont. 

150 

25 

2,000 

400 

70 

600 


10,600 
05,500 

1,400 

426 

16,000 

3,000 


128,070 


1804. 


Tom. 

150 

60 

1,000 

600 

2,400 

8,000 

80 

13,260 

75,000 

126 


15,000 
8,000 


U8,665 


1806. 


Tont. 

175 

25 

850 

10,535 

40,281 

136,644 

1,230 

13,000 

50,000 

250 


121,162 


874,151 


1806. 


Tona. 

150 

30 

1,500 

12,000 

45,000 

138,000 

1,200 

15,000 

75.000 

300 

200 

125,000 

500 


413,880 


1897. 


Tont. 

160 

40 

2,000 

13,000 

45.000 

150,000 

1,300 

21,000 

73,000 

400 

1,000 

127,600 

600 


434,900 


New  transportation  companies  established  daring  the  year,  none  reported. 
The  vessels  entering  and  leaving  this  wa|;erway  are  as  follows  (each  entrance  and 
departure  together  being  counted  as  one) : 


Character  or  class  of  service. 


Steam: 

Freight  and  passenger 

Freight,  mainly 

Pasfienger,  mainly .... 

Fishing 

Tugs 

Pleasure  boats 

Sail: 

Freight 

Fishing  boats 

Pleasure  boat«,  largo . 

Pleasure  boats,  small. 
Barges,  freight 


Number. 

Average 
draft. 

Fett. 

1,850 

12 

375 

10 

3,600 

8 

400 

7 

700 

7 

1,200 

7 

840 

10 

650 

0 

1,600 

6 

2,500 

3 

200 

12 

Average 
tonnage. 

Tont. 

1,500 

1,000 

500 

160 

80 

100 

150 

20 

10 

3 

600 


C  14. 

HARBOR  OP  REFUGE  AT  POINT  JUDITH,  RHODE  ISLAND. 

Point  Jadith  is  the  southeastern  extremity  of  Soath  Kingston,  B.  L, 
and  marks  the  soathwestem  entrance  to  Narragansett  Bay. 

At  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  this  point  was  a  specially 
dangerous  place  for  boats  and  tows  to  pass  during  storms  and  even 
ordinarily  bad  weather. 

Plan  of  improvement. — The  present  approved  project,  that  of  1889, 
provides  for  the  construction  of  a  national  harbor  of  refuge  nearly  a 
mile  square  at  this  point  by  means  of  stone  breakwaters  built  partly 
on  Squid  Ledge  and  planned  so  as  to  give  protection  against  easterly, 
southerly,  and  westerly  storms,  the  mainland  itself  forming  a  protection 
on  the  north;  all  at  a  total  cost  estimated  in  1889  at  $1,250,000. 

By  the  act  of  July  13, 1892,  authority  was  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  make  contracts  for  the  completion  of  the  project  on  the  basis 
of  the  above  estimated  total  cost,  the  work  to  be  paid  for  as  appropria- 
tions may  from  time  to  time  be  made  by  law. 

A  description  of  the  works  may  be  found  at  page  595,  Annual  Report 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1890,  and  a  general  plan  o^  t\i<^  ^%\^^\:cl 
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House  Ex.  Doo.  No.  66j  Fifty-first  Oougress,  first  session,  and  page  ^0 
of  1893. 

Amount  expended  <md  results  to  June  30j  1897. — ^The  total  amount 
expended  on  the  present  project  up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $900,093.82, 
by  which  the  breakwater  had  been  commenced  at  its  center,  extended 
to  a  total  length  of  about  5,760  feet  on  the  bottom,  of  which  3,860  feet 
of  the  eastern  arm  had  been  built  up  to  its  full  height  and  width  on 
top  and  an  additional  length  of  200  feet  sloping  off  from  the  eastern 
end  had  been  built,  making  the  entire  length  of  the  eastern  arm  4,060 
feet  on  the  bottom.  The  remaining  1,700  feet  in  the  western  arm  was 
built  well  above  the  level  of  high  water  and  the  greater  part  of  this  up 
to  the  fall  height  of  10  feet  above  mean  low  water,  but  it  all  needed 
widening  out  and  the  building  up  of  the  outer  slopes.  Three  beacon 
lights  h^  been  established  and  maintained  thereon. 

The  storms  during  the  winter  of  1890-97  carried  off  some  of  the  top 
stones,  but  no  serious  damage  had  been  done.  On  September  9, 1^^ 
a  severe  gale,  accompanied  by  an  unusually  high  tide,  visitea  this 
locality  and  caused  considerable  damage  to  the  top'of  the  breakwater. 
In  consequence  of  the  damage  thus  sustained  a  Board  of  Engineers 
was  convened  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  subject  of  the  oonstmc- 
tion  of  the  harbor  of  refuge  at  Point  Judith,  Bhode  Island.  The  report 
of  this  Board  (see  page  920,  Annual  Beport  of  Chief  of  Engineers  for 
1897)  recommends  the  raising  of  the  crest  of  the  eastern  arm  of  tiie 
breakwater  to  9  feet  above  high  water,  the  present  height  being  6  feet, 
and  the  postponement  of  the  construction  of  the  detached  eastern 
breakwater  until  after  the  completion  of  the  main  work  may  demon- 
strate the  necessity  or  otherwise  of  such  a  structure  for  additional 
shelter. 

Operations  during  the  past  fiscal  year. — ^The  amount  expended  during 
the  past  fiscal  year  was  $151,173.21. 

The  work  of  constructing  the  breakwater  under  the  continuous  con- , 
tract  with  Messrs.  Hughes  Bros.  &  Bangs,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  in  prog-  * 
ress  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  was  continued  throughout  the 
year,  with  the  exception  of  about  one  month  during  December  and 
January.  During  the  year  130,791.76  tons  of  stone  were  placed  in  the 
breakwater  (making  a  total  under  the  contract  of  765,813.76),  the  greater 
X>ortion  of  which  was  used  to  complete  the  200  feet  at  the  eastern  end 
to  full  dimensions  and  to  build  up  the  sea  slope  of  1  on  2  of  the  east 
wing,  and  the  remainder  used  to  build  up  and  extend  the  western  arm, 
which  now  has  a  length  on  the  bottom  of  2,100  feet  from  the  central 
beacon. 

The  breakwater  has  now  a  total  length  on  the  bottom  of  about  6,160 
feet 

During  October  and  December  it  was  unusually  stormy,  and  very 
high  seas  broke  over  the  breakwater,  but  so  far  as  can  be  seen  no 
damage  was  done. 

From  the  fact  that  84  steamers,  279  schooners,  73  sloops,  and  49  barges 
took  refuge  behind  the  breakwater  during  eleven  months  of  the  past 
year,  the  evidence  is  conclusive  that  the  s^ucture  is  commencing  to  be 
of  some  service  to  the  maritime  world. 

This  work  was  under  the  local  charge  of  Mr.  Edward  Parrish  as 
assistant  engineer,  with  Mr.  John  A.  Dill  as  inspector. 

Work  required  to  complete  the  existing  project — ^The  work  required  to 
complete  the  existing  project  is  the  building  up  and  extension  of  the 
breakwater. 

The  completion  of  the  project,  as  recommended  by  The  Board  of 
Engineers,  involves  tk^  plwmg  of  310^533  tons  of  stone,  in  addition  to 
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the  amount  covered  by  the  existing  contract,  which  it  is  estimated  will 
cost  $444,311. 

Operations  contemplated  far  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^  1899. — It  is 
proposed  to  apply  the  available  funds  to  continuing  the  construction  of 
the  breakwater. 

Point  Judith  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Newport^  which  is  a  port  of  entry.  The 
amount  of  revenue  collected  at  Newport  in  the  last  calendar  year  was  $2,015.  The 
nearest  light-house  is  Point  Judith  Light.  The  nearest  fortification  is  the  fort  on 
Dutch  Island,  Rhode  Island. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $349, 944. 79 

June  30,  1^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 151, 173.21 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  Oabilities $46,243.96 

July  1,  1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 135, 746. 42 


198, 771. 58 


181, 990. 38 


July  1, 1898,  balance  available 16,781.20 

'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  comnletion  of  existing  project 444, 310. 98 

J  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expendea  in  fiscal  vear  endine  June  30, 1900  444, 310. 98 
^  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civU  act  of  June  4,  1897. 


AMOUNTS  APPROPRIATED. 

September  19, 1890 $76,000.00 

July  13, 1892 75,000.00 

March  3,  1893 100,000.00 

August  18, 1894 100.000.00 

March  2, 1895 300)000.00 

June  11,  1896 300,000.00 

June  4, 1897 300,000.00 

1,250,000.00 
Beceived  from  sale  of  material 38.61 

Total 1,250,038.61 


C<mtraoi  in  force. 


Contractor. 

Date  of 
approYsL 

To  com- 
mence. 

To  complete. 

Husrhctf  Bros.  &  Badsb. .•>>•••••••«•... 

Apr.   3,1893 

May    1,1893 

Tnd  etenninate. 

COMMBRCIAL  8TATIBTIC8. 


The  tonnage  of  vessels  passing  Point  Judith,  Rhode  Island,  dnrinff  the  calendar 
years  ending  December  31,  1896^-1897,  is  estimated  as  follows  (basea  mainly  upon 
reports  received  from  Mr.  Asa  Church,  keeper  Point  Judith  Life-Saving  Station, 
Rhode  Island) : 


daoB  of  yeaaela. 


1896. 


1896. 


1897. 


Bteamem  (iMght  and  flah) . . . . 

Yaohta  (ateam  and  sail) 

Schooners  (2, 8,  and  4  masts) . . . 
ShJps,  barks,  and  barkentinos. 

Brigs  and  biigantines 

Sloopa 


QroMtom. 

6,000,000 

700.000 

90,400,000 

180,000 

60,000 

40,000 

4,840,000 


Qroutona, 

QroutonM. 

6,000,000 

6, 400, 000 

700.000 

700,000 

21,400,000 

21, 500, 000 

180,000 

180,000 

60,000 

60,000 

40,000 

40,000 

6,000,000 

8,100,000 

Total I     8&,220,<NA 


y(&^^tf^,V9i^\      'V^^*«^^<«»^ 
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C  15. 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  ENTRANCE  TO  POINT  JUDITH  POND,  RHODE  ISLAND. 

Point  Judith  Pond  is  a  shallow  salt  pond,  lying  in  rear  of  the  sandy 
beach  of  the  Bhode  Island  shore,  jnst  west  of  Point  Jadith. 

The  improvement  desired  at  this  place  by  the  people  of  the  neigh- 
borhood is  the  reopening  of  an  old  entrance  long  ago  closed  by  the 
ocean  storms. 

The  present  entrance  to  this  pond  is  very  shallow  (less  than  3  feet), 
crooked,  and  variable  in  location,  and  lies  about  a  mile  to  the  west- 
ward of  the  former  entrance  (now  closed),  where  the  improvement  is 
desired. 

Plan  of  improvement — ^There  is  at  present  no  approved  project  for 
this  work,  it  having  been  reported  as  not  worthy  of  improvement  in 
1873  by  General  Warren  (pp.  286-289,  part  2,  Annaal  Beport  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1874,  and  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  84,  Forth-third 
Congress,  first  session)  and  also  in  1888  by  Major  Livermore  (pp.  642- 
643,  Annual  Beport  for  1889),  and  also  in  1893  by  Captain  Bixby  (see 
pp.  841  and  879,  Annual  Eeport  for  1893).  The  appropriation  for  1894 
orders  that  all  money  so  far  appropriated  shall  be  used  in  improving 
the  former  entrance  to  said  pond. 

Amount  eocpended  and  results  to  June  30,  1897. — The  total  amount 
expended  on  this  work  up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $518.38,  by  which  a 
survey  of  the  locality  had  been  made.  A  report  of  this  survey,  with 
estimate  and  project,  was  submitted  July  2, 1895,  and  printed  at  page 
689,  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1895,  and  by  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  Wai'  further  action  was  delayed  until  the  subject 
can  again  be  considered  by  Congress.  No  field  work  has  yet  been  done 
except  in  the  way  of  examination  and  survey. 

Operations  during  the  past  fiscal  year. — ^No  work  done  and  no  fiinds 
expended  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 

Point  Judith  Pond  is  in  the  coUeotion  district  of  Newport,  which  is  a  port  of  entry. 
The  amount  of  revenue  collected  at  Newport  in  the  last  calendar  year  was  $2,015. 
The  nearest  light-house  is  Point  Judith  Light.  The  nearest  fortification  is  the  fort 
on  Dutch  Island,  Rhode  Island. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $9, 4S1.62 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 9, 481.d3 


AMOUXT8  APPROPRIATED. 

July  13, 1892 $7,500 

August  18, 1894 2,500 

Total 10,000 

For  the  commercial  statistics,  see  harbor  of  refuge  at  Point  Judith, 
Bhode  Island* 


C  16. 

HARBOR  OP  REFUGE  AT  BLOCK  ISLAND,  RHODE  ISLAND. 

This  island  is  part  of  the  State  of  Bhode  Island )  is  14  miles  east  of 
Montauk  Point,  the  eastern  end  of  Long  Island,  and  is  about  10  miles 
from  the  nearest  point  of  the  mainland.  Besides  supplying  the  wants 
of  the  mackerel-ftshing  ^o^t  awd  the  general  coast  navigation,  the 
ialand  is  an  important  pomt  ow  oatc  ^ox^iort  ^s^^M\ss6.^\^id.tiQn«    It  has 
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a  si^cual  station  connected  by  snbmarine  telegraph  with  the  mainland. 
Vessels  are  passing  the  island  at  all  times  and  on  all  sides  of  it,  and 
its  position  renders  it  of  national  importance.  The  object  of  the 
improvement  is  to  furnish  a  harbor  of  refnge  for  medium-draft  vessetls 
engaged  in  foreign  and  coastwise  commerce.  The  mean  rise  and  fall 
of  the  tide  is  abont  3  feet. 

Original  condition. — Before  the  constmction  of  the  present  harbor  of 
refuge  Block  Island  had  no  harbor  which  afforded  protection  for  decked 
vessels.  The  only  ones  used  were  open  boats,  which  on  the  approach 
of  storms  were  hauled  up  on  the  beach  by  oxen.  The  largest  of  these 
boats  were  of  about  10  tons  burden. 

Plans  of  improvement — Between  1870  and  1876,  $285,000  was  appro- 
priated to  build  a  breakwater  for  a  harbor  for  medium-draft  vessels. 
This  work,  including  an  inner  harbor  of  7  feet  depth  for  temporary  use 
of  the  Government  plant,  was  completed  in  1878.  (See  p.  202  of  Annual 
Eeport  for  1877  and  p.  313  of  1879.) 

&  1880,  $6,000  was  appropriated  for  dredging  the  inner  basin  to  9 
feet  depth.  This  work  was  completed  in  1881.  (See  p.  390  of  Annual 
Beport  for  1880  and  p.  563  of  1881.) 

in  1882,  $19,000  was  appropriated  for  building  a  sea  wall  on  the  east 
side  of  the  inner  basin  and  protecting  the  cliffs  on  east  side  of  break- 
water. (See  p.  563  of  Annual  Beport  for  1882.)  This  work  was  com- 
pleted in  1884. 

In  1884,  $15,000  was  appropriated  for  additions  to  the  old  breakwater.  > 
(See  p.  628  of  Annual  Beport  of  1884.)    These  additions  were  made  in 
1884-85,  partially  closing  a  gap  in  this  old  breakwater. 

The  project  of  1884,  as  modified  in  1888,  provided  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  harbor  of  reftige  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  island,  consisting . 
of  an  enlarged  inner  harbor  ^or  basin)  for  small  vessels  and  an  exterior 
harbor  for  large  ones.  The  oasin  was  to  be  about  800  feet  square  and 
completely  inclosed  except  at  its  100-foot- wide  entrance.  The  exterior 
harbor  was  already  formed  by  an  old  breakwater  on  the  east  and  the 
adjacent  shore  on  the  south  and  west,  but  an  old  gap  near  the  end  of 
this  breakwater  was  to  be  filled  up.  The  project  covered  the  construc- 
tion of  the  stone  sea  walls  of  the  enlarged  inner  harbor  ($46,000),  the 
repair  of  the  old  breakwater  ($24,000),  and  a  little  dredging  ($5,000) 
along  the  western  side  of  the  old  breakwater  and  also  inside  the  har- 
bor; all  at  a  total  cost  estimated  in  1888  at  $75,000.  This  project  was 
practically  completed,  in  1893. 

The  present  approved  project,  that  of  1895,  based  on  the  report  of 
the  survey  ordered  in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  17, 1894,  pro- 
vides for  raising  the  entire  breakwater  to  proper  height,  and  stopping 
sand  leaks  between  certain  points,  and  dredging  the  main  inner  harbor 
'  to  a  depth  of  10  feet,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $^,985. 

A  plan  of  the  works  may  be  found  at  page  612,  Annual  Beport  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1885,  page  844  of  1893,  and  in  House  Doc.  No. 
83,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  first  session;  and  further  details  at  pages 
609  and  613  of  1885  and  page  506  of  1888. 

Amount  expended  and  results  up  to  June  30. 1897. — ^The  total  amount 
expended  up  to  June  30, 1897,  was  $401,824.36,  by  which  the  gap  in  the 
old  breakwater  had  been  filled  up  so  as  to  make  the  breakwater  of 
1,900  feet  total  length;  the  seawalls  of  the  inner  harbor  had  been 
completed  (except  as  to  stone  fender  piers  at  the  entrance) ;  wooden 
fender  piers  had  been  built  for  present  uses,  the  worst  rocks  and  bowl- 
ders had  been  removed  from  the  new  inner  harbor,  and  a  small  amount 
of  dredging  had  been  done  from  time  to  time,  at  the  entc^xkfift^^^Xv^ 
inner  harbor,  where  a  shoal  was  constantly  foTHiVii^.  Kw  ^^^««^«vnX» 
bad  been  made  in  June,  1897,  with  OapU  T.  A.,  »c»\X»  \/c>  xca^w^  v^wN» 
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6,000  cnbic  yards  of  Band  from  this  tronblesome  shoal,  at  35  ceuts  per 
cubic  yard,  and  2,258  cubic  yards  had  already  been  removed. 

Operations  during  the  past  fiscal  year, — The  amount  exi>ended  during 
the  past  fiscal  year  waa  $2,268.77. 

Work  of  dredging  In  operation  at  the  close  of  the  past  fiscal  year, 
under  the  above-meationed  agreement,  was  completed  on  the  20th  of 
July,  1897,  by  the  removal  of  2,742  cnbic  yards  of  sand  irom  the  sboal, 
to  a  depth  of  10  feet  at  low  tide. 

Under  present  conditions  the  entrance  to  theharbor  is  liable  to  shoal 
up  each  year,  by  reason  of  sand  carried  through  the  main  breakwater 
daring  easterly  storms.  This  will  continue  until  the  breakwater  is  matle 
sand  tight,  as  provided  for  in  project  of  1895;  but  in  order  to  carry  this 
work  ou  properly  and  economically,  sufficient  money  should  be  appro- 
priated to  complete  this  part  of  the  project  in  one  season;  otherwise, 
unless  the  necessary  funds  are  provided  for  maintaining  the  channel 
at  the  entrance  by  dted^ng  it  out  each  year  at  a  cost  of  about  92,500, 
it  will  close  up  and  the  luner  harbor  become  practically  nseless  except 
for  boatB  of  a  very  light  draft. 

Lights  have  been  maintained  on  the  north  sea  wall  during  the  year. 

This  work  was  in  the  local  charge  of  Mr.  Bdward  Parrish  as  assist- 
ant engineer,  with  Mr.  Lester  E.  Dodge  aa  inspector. 

Work  required  to  complete  the  existing  project. — The  work  required  to 
complete  the  existing  project  is  to  repair  the  main  breakwater  and 
stop  sand  leaks  through  certain  portions  of  it,  and  to  dredge  the 
enlarged  inner  harbor  to  a  depth  of  10  feet. 

Operations  contemplated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899. — It  is 
proposed  to  retain  a  small  amount  of  available  funds  to  keep  the 
entrance  to  the  inner  harbor  open  until  sufficient  fands  are  avaiilable 
to  provide  for  effective  work  in  repairing  the  main  breakwater. 

Block  Island  is  in  tlie  Newport  oolleotion  digtiiot,  and  Newport  u  the  neareat  port 
of  entry.  Tha  revenne  collected  at  Newport  during  the  last  calendar  year  wu 
82,016.  There  is  no  dot;r  colleoted  at  Block  Island.  The  valae  of  tbe  harbor  is 
mainly  as  a  harbor  of  rel'nge.  There  are  seTeral  lights  on  the  island.  The  aeoreat 
fortiSoation  is  Fort  Adams,  B.  I. 

Money  statement. 

Jnly  1. 1897.  balano«  nneipended $^,gIS.6^ 

June  30, 189S,  amonnt  azpended  during  flaoal  fear 2, 26B.TT 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 2,406.87 

J11I7  1, 1898,  outstanding  Uabilitiee 30.00 

Jnlf  1, 1898,  bolonoo  KTailable 2,376.87 

{ Amount  (estimated)  Mqnired  for  completion  of  existing  protect 78,085.00 
AmoantthatcanbeprofitablyexpendediufisoalyeareDdingjiineSOilSOO    78,9t&.0D 
Submitted  in  eompliance  with  reqairamenta  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
hacbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oivil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 


AMomrre  affroprutbd. 


Jnl7lI,I870 $30,000 

MarehS,18Tl TC,000 

Jnnel&1872 60,000 

March  3, 1873 60,000 

June  23, 1874 20,000 

March  3,1875 20,000 

Angnst  14, 1876 40,000 

June  14, 1880 6,000 

Angnst  2, 1882 10,000 


Jnly6,188* «1B.000 

Angnst  6, 1886 30,000 

Angnst  11,1888 16,000 

September  19,1890 15,000 

Jnly  13,1893 24,000 

Angnst  1&  1894 ^500 

June  3, 1896 &,O0D 

Total 40^500 


X 
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COMMKRCIAL  STATISTICS. 


The  commerce  arriving  and  leaving  Block  iBland,  Rhode  Island,  hy  water  diiriuR 
the  caieudiir  years  ending  Docombcr  31,  1892-1897,  is  estimated  as  follows  (biiscd 
mainly  upon  reports  received  from  Mr.  C.  C.  Ball,  Block  Island,  Rhode  Island): 


Class  of  goods. 


Cotton  nnd  products . . . . . 

Tubaooo 

Kice 

Grsins  and  torhge 

Vegetables  and  track — 
Live  stock  and  products. 

Fish,  oysters,  etc 

Naral  stores 

Lumber  and  prodncte — 

Goal,  minerals,  etc 

Fertilisers 

Muchinery 

General  merchandise .... 
Bon  dries 


Total 


1892. 


Tons. 


1893. 


30 

10 

560 

270 

740 

8,280 


5,170 
8,600 
90 
10 
4,500 
6,300 


82,600 


T<ma. 

5 

80 

20 

600 

350 

2,000 

2,500 


6,000 

7.401 

130 

10 

6.000 

13,000 


37,235 


1804. 


1895. 


1896. 


Tona. 

5 

30 

10 

1,050 

480 

1.100 

10,250 

10 

4,100 

10,000 

130 


Ton4. 


7,000 
9,000 


43,165 


80 

10 

1,130 

515 

2,100 

10,050 

5 

7.000 

8,650 

150 


6,625 
8,870 


45,135 


Timt. 

10 

30 

12 

1,2.'H) 

650 

2.500 

15,000 

10 

6,500 

15,000 

200 

100 

6,  GOO 

2,500 


50,302 


1887. 


Tuna. 

10 

32 

12 

1,3U0 

6i>u 

2.6UU 

■15,000 

10 

6.500 

15,000 

300 

100 

6.700 

8,500 


51,714 


New  transportation  oompruiies  established  daring  the  year,  none  reported. 
The  vessels  entering  and  leaving  this  waterway  are  as  follows  (each  entrance  and 
departure  together  being  counted  as  one) : 


Character  or  class  of  service. 


Freight  and  passenger 

Fishing 

Tngs 

Pleasure  boats 

Sail: 

Freight 

Fishlne  boats 

Oyster  Doats 

Pleasure  boats,  large. . . 

Pleasure  boats,  small . . 
Barges 


Average 
tonnage. 


Tona. 


500 
130 
135 
125 

150 

30 

80 

15 

7 

350 


C  17. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  GREAT  SALT  POND,  BLOCK  ISLAND,  RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  Great  Salt  Pond  is  a  large  pond  of  sale  water,  lying  abont  the 
center  of  Block  Island.  Before  the  commencement  of  the  present 
improvement  it  was  separated  from  the  ocean  on  the  west  by  a  com- 
paratively narrow  strip  of  sandy  shore.  The  State  of  Ivhode  Island 
and  the  town  of  New  Shoreham  have  appropriated  altogether  $115,000 
toward  establishing  a  channel  from  deep  j^ater  in  the  ocean  to  deep 
water  in  the  pond  and  protecting  same  by  stone  jetties. 

With  the  funds  thus  appropriated  the  local  anthorities  have  built 
837  feet  of  tlie  nouthern  jetty  and  carried  the  northern  jetty  oat  for  a 
short  distance,  besides,  dredging  a  channel  about  450  feet  wide,  with  a 
minimum  width  of  150' feet,  carrying  at  least  12  feet  of  water  at  low 
tide. 

Plans  of  improvement, — The  present  approved  project,  that  of  1895, 
provides  for  extending  the  south  jetty  out  to  the  18-foot  contour  and 
the  north  jetty  to  the  12-foot  contour,  also  for  dredging  a  channel  hav- 
ing a  central  depth  of  25  feet  with  a  width  of  150  feet,  gradually  shoul- 
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ing  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  with  a  width  of  504  feet,  tbence  to  high  water 
liae  with  a  slope  of  1  on  4,  the  total  widtli  at  low  water  to  be  600  feet 
All  at  a  total  estimated  cost,  exclusive  of  the  expenditures  of  the  State 
and  town,  of  »!»7,/)67.94. 

'  At  the  time  Lieut.  Col.  8.  M.  Mansfield,  Corps  of  Engineers,  made  his 
report  on  this  improveioeDttbe  price  per  cubic  yard  for  dredging  was 
10.7  cents,  and  his  estimate  for  completing  the  work  was  ba^ed  on  these 
figures.  Since  then  considerable  liurd  clay  aud  bowlders  hare  been 
fonud  in  the  dredging  and  the  price  paid  per  cubic  yard  has  been  14J 
cents,  which  would  change  the  estimate  for  comiiletion  considerably. 

The  report  of  survey  with  map  was  published  as  House  Doc.  No.  67, 
Fifty-fourth  (.'ongress,  first  session,  and  the  report,  with  map  omitted, 
at  page  620,  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1896. 

Amount  expended  and  resulU  up  to  Jane  30, 1897.— The  total  amount 
expended  on  this  project  by  the  Government  up  to  June  30, 1897,  was 
♦26,890.24,  by  which  25,701  tons  of  atone  had  been  placed  in  the  sooth 
jetty,  extending  the  same  to  the  18-foot  contour,  1,262  feet  frotd  shore, 
aod  nearly  completing  work  under  the  contract  with  Messrs.  S.  &  E.  S. 
Beldeo,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  at  tl.33  per  ton  for  atoue  in  place  in  the 
jetty. 

Operations  during  Ike  past  fiscal  year, — The  work  of  jetty  coustraction 
in  progress  at  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  under  the  above- 
mentioned  contract  was  comjileted  on  the  Otii  of  July,  1697,  by  placing 
1,200  tons  of  stone  in  the  south  jetty,  building  up  all  low  portions  of 
the  jetty  to  full  width  and  height. 

A  minor  survey  whs  made  in  August  to  determine  the  condition  of 
the  cbanuel  entrance  with  a  view  to  preparation  for  future  work. 
During  June,  1896,  a  diving  crew  in  a  small  sailboat  sought  for  an 
obstruction  in  the  channel  entrance  complained  of  from  time  to  time, 
and  removed  a  long  bent  piece  of  l^-inch  iron  pipe. 

This  work  was  in  the  local  charge  of  Mr,  Edward  Parrisb,  assistant 
engineer,  with  Mr.  Kneeland  P.  Partelow  as  inspector,  aud  tbe  survey 
wus  in  charge  of  Assistant  Engineer  C.  M.  Winchell. 

Work  required  to  complete  the  existing  project. — The  deepening  and 
widening  of  the  channel  and  the  extension  of  the  north  jetty. 

Operations  contemplated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1899.-11  is 
proposed  to  apply  the  available  funds  to  dredging. 

Great  Salt  Pond  is  in  thu  Nowport  cuUeution  dietrjot,  and  Newjxirt  is  the  neanat 
port  of  entry.  Tbe  revenue  cuUeuted  at  Newport  during  the  iMt  raleadar  year  waa 
$2,016.  There  is  no  duty  collected  at  this  place.  The  valae  of  the  harbor  is  mainlj 
aa  a  harbor  of  refuge.  There  are  several  Ught-hooHes  at  the  island.  The  neareM 
fartinoatiOQ  is  Foi  t  Adams,  R,  I. 

Motley  statement. 

JnJy  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended (13, 109.TG 

Jnne  30, 1S9S,  amoiiDt  expended  daring  flsoal  year 1(^978,59 

July  1,1898,  balance  nnespended %  131. 17 

July  1,1898,  outatandiDghahilities 50.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 2,06L1T 

(Amodnt  (eatiinateil)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 57,567.91 
AmouDtthatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  QscalyearendineJaneSO,  1900    5T,G67.H 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  reqniremeDts  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  »cts  of  liS66  and  1867  aud  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  t,  18!)7. 


AMOUNT  Ari'ROPtUATED. 

June  3, 1896 WO,0W 


y 
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Contract  in  force. 

ft 

Contractor. 

D«t«of 
approval. 

Tocommencd. 

To  complete. 

B.Sc  E.S.  Belden 

Oct  12,1896 

Oot.  15,1896 

July     1, 1897 

COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 


The  commerce  arriving  at  and  leaving  the  Great  Salt  Pond,  Block  Island,  Rhode 
Island,  by  water  dnrins  the  calendar  years  ending  December  31,  1896-1897,  is  esti- 
mated as  follows  (based  mainly  upon  reports  received  from  Mr.  C.  £.  Champlin,  of 
Block  Island,  Rhode  Island) : 


Class  of  goods. 


(irain  and  foraeo 

Vegetables  and  track 

Fish,  oysters,  etc 

Lonioer  and  products 
Coal,  minerals,  etc . . . 
General  merchandise 
Sundries 

Total 


1896. 

1897. 

Tons. 

Tont. 

1,600 

2,000 

100 

200 

2,000 

5,000 

900 

l.OUO 

250 

500 

250 

500 

100 

600 

5,200 

9,700 

New  transportation  companies  established  dnring  the  year,  none. 
The  vessels  entering  and  leaving  this  waterway  are  as  follows  (each  entrance  and 
departure  together  being  counted  as  one) : 


Character  or  class  of  service. 


Steam : 

Freight  and  passenger 

Fishing % 

Sail: 

Fishing  vessels  (schooners) 

Fishing  boats 

Pleasure  boats,  large 

Barges ^ 


Number. 


700 
100 

4,000 

4,500 

100 

500 


Average 
draft. 


F0et. 
10 
10 

11 
5 
3 
9 


Average 
tonnage. 


Tom. 


500 
100 

100 

10 

5 

300 


C  i8.    ♦ 

REMOVING  SUNKEN  VESSELS  OR  CRAFT  OBSTRUCTING  OR  ENDANGERING 

NAVIGATION. 

1,  Schooner  B.  L.  Dewis. — This  schooner  was  wrecked  by  collision  on 
July  21, 1897,  and  sank  in  Vineyard  Sound,  about  midway  between 
Hedge  Fence  and  Squash  Meadow  Shoals,  in  about  54  feet  of  water. 
By  Department  indorsement  of  September  13, 1897,  lier  removal  was 
authorized  and  $500  allotted  therefor. 

The  work  of  her  removal  by  hired  labor  was  completed  on  September 
25, 1897,  and  a  final  inspection  made  on  that  date  showed  a  least  depth 
of  36  feet  at  low  water  over  the  remaining  portions  of  the  wreck. 

The  total  cost  of  the  work  was  $459.87. 

3.  Schooner  Mary  B,  Smith, — The  wreck  of  this  schooner  was  found 
in  about  10  feet  of  water  at  a  point  about  100  yards  from  the  southeast 
shore  of  Vineyard  Haven,  and  about  halfway  between  the  black  and 
red  buoys  in  Vineyard  Haven  Harbor,  Massachusetts,  was  reported 
October  2,  1897,  and  by  Department  letter  of  October  5,  1897,  her 
removal  was  authorized  and  $500  allotted  therefor. 

This  wreck  was  completely  broken  up  and  removed  during  the  month 
of  November,  1897,  by  hired  labor,  at  a  total  cost  of  $353.99. 

3.  Wreck  off  Quonocontaug,  R.  I. — ^The  spars  of  an  unknown  wreck 
in  Block  Island  Sound  were  reported  March  11, 1898,  and  by  De^^^wtV 
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ment  letter  of  March  16, 1898,  an  allotment  of  $250  made  for  their 
removal.  These  spars  are  reported  to  show  above  the  water  from  4  to  8 
feet,  at  a  point  about  4  miles  south  of  the  Quonocontaag  Liife-Saving 
Station,  B.  I.  These  spars  will  be  removed  during  the  early  part  of 
the  next  fiscal  year. 

4.  Schooner  Asia. — ^The  wreck  of  the  schooner  AHa  was  reported 
March  11, 1898,  and  by  Department  indorsement  of  March  22, 1898,  an 
allotment  of  $800  made  for  her  removal.  This  wreck  is  reported  sunk 
in  about  8  feet  of  water  on  Killpond  Bar,  about  1  mile  E.  SE.  of  the 
Bass  Biver  (Massachusetts)  Light  Station.  The  removal  of  this  wreck 
will  be  undertaken  at  an  early  date. 

5.  Barge  Excelsior. — The  wreck  of  the  barge  Excelsior  was  reported 
March  22, 1898,  and  by  Department  letter  of  March  20, 1898,  an  allot- 
raent  of  $500  made  for  her  removal.  This  wreck  is  reported  sunk  in 
about  12  feet  of  water  on  Killpond  Bar,  at  a  point  about  2  miles  south- 
east of  the  Bass  Biver  (Massachusetts)  Light  Station.  Removal  of 
this  wreck  is  yet  to  be  made. 

6.  Schooner  Angola. — ^The  wreck  of  the  schooner  Angola  was  reported 
May  20, 1898,  and  by  Department  letter  of  May  24, 1898,  her  removal 
was  authorized  and  $500  allotted  therefor.  This  wreck  is  reported  as 
sunk  in  about  50  feet  of  water  at  a  point  about  1^  miles  W.  NW.  of 
Cross  Bip  Light  Ship  in  Vineyard  Sound.  This  wreck  has  been  marked 
by  a  lighted  gas  buoy  by  the  Light  House  Department.  Work  of 
removal  not  yet  commenced. 


C  ig. 

PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION  OF  HERRING  RIVER,  HARWICH,   MASSA- 
CHUSETTS. 

[Printed  in  House  Doo.  No.  108,  Fifty-fifth  Congreaa,  second  session.] 

Office  op  the  Ohibf  of  Engineers, 

United  States  Abmy^ 
Washington^  D.  0.,  December  i,  1897. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  copy  of  report, 
dated  September  13,  1897,  by  Maj.  D.  W,  Lockwood,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, upon  a  preliminary  examination  of  Herring  Biver,  in  Harwich, 
Mass.,  made  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act 
of  June  3, 1896. 

It  appears  that  the  expense  for  constructing  suitable  works  for  obtain- 
ing a  channel  of  even  moderate  depth  would  be  great,  while  the  cost  of 
its  maintenance  would  be  an  important  item,  owing  to  the  movement  of 
sand  along  the  shore.  A  harbor  at  the  locality  would  be  a  convenience 
for  pleasure  boats  during  the  summer,  but,  in  a  general  sense,  there  is 
no  local  commerce,  and  none  can  be  anticipated  at  all  commensurate 
with  the  expense  that  would  be  incurred  in  securing  a  channel  of  even 
a  very  moderate  depth. 

Major  Lockwood  states  that  any  improvement  at  this  locality  would 
be  purely  local  in  its  benefits,  and,  for  this  and  other  reasons  given,  he 
does  not  consider  Herring  River  to  be  worthy  of  improvement  by  the 
General  Government.  These  views  are  concurred  in  by  the  Division 
Engineer,  Col.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  by  me. 
Very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  M.  Wilson, 

Brig.  Qen.y  Chief  of  Engineers^ 
Hon.  R.  A.  Alger,  U.  8.  Army. 

ficcrctarij  o/  War. 
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bbpoet  of  maj.  d.  w.  lockwood,  cobps  of  enginebbs. 

United  States  Enoineeb  Office, 

Newportj  B,  J.,  September  13y  1897. 

Genebal:  In  oomplianoe  with  the  river  and  harbor  aot  of  Jnne  3^ 
1896,  and  orders  from  yoar  office  dated  Jane  16, 1896, 1  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  a  preliminary  examination  of  Herring 
Biver,  in  Harwich,  Mass;: 

The  locality  was  visited  by  me  August  19, 1897. 

The  mouth  of  Herring  Biver  is  6|  miles  west  of  Stage  Harbor  light, 
and  is  9  miles  due  east  of  Hyannis  light. 

The  low-water  width  of  this  stream  at  its  mouth  is  about  60  fe^t,  with 
but  httle  depth.  The  stream  itself  furnishes  an  outlet  into  Nantucket 
Sound  for  several  ponds  of  considerable  area,  is  of  varying  width,  and 
is  claimed  to  have  a  low- water  depth  of  5  feet  from  the  highway  bridge, 
about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  fcom  its  mouth,  down  to  near  the  ^ore  line. 
A  bulkhead  has  been  constructed  along  the  west  bank  from  a  short  dis- 
tance above  the  shore  out  into  the  sound  for  several  hundred  feet,  and 
the  shore  line  has  made  out  just  as  the  bulkhead  has  been  extended ;  in 
fact,  the  movement  of  sand  to  the  east  is  such  that  the  shore  line  would 
probably  follow  the  bulkhead  or  pier  even  if  it  were  carried  out  to  a 
much  greater  distauce.  The  distance  from  the  shore  out  to  the  6-foot 
curve  of  low  water  according  to  the  Coast  Survey  chart  is  one-quarter 
of  a  mile. 

The  expense  of  constructing  suitable  works  for  obtaining  a  channel 
of  even  moderate  depth  at  this  point  would  be  great,  and  the  cost  of 
maintaining  the  channel  would  be  an  important  item  owing  to  the  move- 
ment of  sand  along  the  shore.  A  harbor  at  this  point  would  be  a  con- 
venience for  pleasure  boats  during  the  summer,  but,  in  a  general  sense, 
there  is  no  local  commerce  at  present,  and  none  can  be  anticipated  at 
all  commensurate  with  the  expense  that  would  be  incurred  in  securing 
a  channel  of  even  a  very  moderate  depth.  Killpond  Bar  furnishes 
good  protection  and  an  anchorage  for  vessels  of  considerable  size  dur- 
ing heavy  weather  from  the  south  and  southwest,  while  Monomoy  Point 
breaks  southeasterly  seas. 

Any  improvement  here  would  be  purely  local  in  its  benefits,  and  for 
this  and  other  reasons  given  I  do  not  consider  the  locality  worthy  of 
improvement  by  the  General  Government. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  W.  LOOKWOOD, 

Major ^  Corps  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  A. 

(Through  the  Division  Engineer.) 

[First  indorsement.] 

Northeast  Division  Engineer  Office, 

New  York,  September  15, 1897. 

Bespectfnlly  forwarded  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  concurring  in  the 
views  of  the  district  officer. 

G.  L.  Gillespie, 
Colonelj  Corps  of  Engineers^  Division  Engineer, 
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C  20. 

PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION  OF  SALT  POND,  HARWICH,  MASSA- 
CHUSETTS. 

[Printed  in  House  Doo.  No.  121.  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session.] 

Office  op  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Unitbd  States  Abmy, 
Waahingtan^  D.  (7.,  December  i,  1897, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  copy  of  report, 
dated  September  13, 1897,  by  Maj.  D.  W.  Lockwood,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, apon  a  preliminary  examination  of  Salt  Pond,  in  Harwich, 
Mass.,  made  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act 
of  June  3, 1896. 

Major  Lockwood  states  that  the  benefit  that  would  come  from  having 
an  entrance  into  the  pond  would  be  the  affording  of  a  harbor  for  small 
pleasure  boats  of  the  catboat  class,  there  being  no  local  commerce  at 
present,  and  no  prospective  commerce  at  all  commensurate  with  the  cost 
of  securing  a  depth  that  would  be  of  any  practical  use.  For  the  rea- 
sons given  in  the  report  he  does  not  deem  the  locality  worthy  of  improve- 
ment by  the  General  Government,  and  his  views  are  concurred  in  by 
the  Division  Engineer,  Col.  G.L.Gillespie,  Corps  of  Engineers,  andbyme. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  M.  Wilson, 
Brig.  Gen,y  Chief  of  UngineerSj 

&•  8.  Army. 
Hon.  B.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War. 


report  of  maj.  d.  w.  lockwood,  corps  of  engineers. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Newporty  R.  J.,  September  13j  1897. 

General:  In  conSpliance  with  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 
1896,  and  orders  from  your  office  dated  June  16, 1896, 1  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  a  preliminary  examination  of  SM 
Pond,  in  Harwich,  Mass. 

The  locality  was  visited  by  me  August  19, 1897. 

Salt  Pond  is  4^  miles  west  of  Stage  Harbor  Light  and  11^  miles  east 
of  Hyannis  in  a  straight  line. 

The  pond  itself  is  oval  in  shape  and  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
in  circumference.    The  depth  is  ample  for  a  small  harbor. 

At  present  it  is  connected  with  Nantucket  Sound  by  a  narrow,  shal- 
low channel,  protected  on  tlie  west  side  by  a  temporary  bulkhead  of 
timber,  strengthened  at  its  outer  end  with  stone.  The  effect  of  tbis 
bulkhead  has  been  to  advance  the  shore  line  on  its  west  side  over  200 
feet,  as  is  indicated. by  the  original  shore  line  to  the  east  of  the  entrance, 
and  the  indications  are  that  the  shore  line  would  advance  just  in  pro- 
portion as  this  bulkhead  is  extended.  Salt  Pond  has  no  feeders,  that 
is,  no  streams  empty  into  it,  and  the  entrance  is  kept  open  in  the 
condition  it  is  in  at  present  by  the  tide. 

The  flood  tide  carries  into  the  pond  a  considerable  quantity  of  sand, 
and  this  is  deposited  over  a  fan-shaped  area  where  the  channel  con- 
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nects  with  the  pond,  the  result  being  a  broad,  flat  bar  over  which  there 
is  but  little  depth  at  low  water.  A  similar  bar  nlsa  exists  in  tlie  sound 
at  the  mouth  of  the  channel.  The  distance  from  the  shore  out  to  6  feet 
depth  in  the  sound  at  mean  low  water,  as  given  on  the  Ooast  Survey 
chart  of  the  locality,  is  about  one  half  of  a  mile. 

It  is  thus  apparent  that  the  natural  conditions  are  not  favorable  for 
sectpring  a  channel  of  even  moderate  depth  at  this  point. 

The  benefit  that  would  come  from  having  an  entrance  into  the  pond 
would  be  in  afibrding  a  harbor  for  small  pleasure  boats  of  tlie  catboat 
class.  There  is  no  local  commerce  at  present,  and  no  prospective  com- 
merce at  all  commensurate  with  the  cost  of  securing  a  dei»th  that 
would  be  of  any  practical  use.  For  the  reasons  given,  I  do  not  deem 
the  locality  worthy  of  improvement  by  the  GeneriS  Government. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  W.  LC  OK  WOOD, 

Major  J  Corps  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  ^V 

(Through  the  Division  Engineer.) 

[First  indorsement.] 

Northeast  Division  Engineer  Office, 

New  YorlCj  September  15j  1897. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  concurring  in  the 
views  of  the  district  officer. 

G.  L.  Gillespie, 
Colonel^  Corps  of  Engineers^  Division  Engineer. 


C   21. 

SURVEY  OF  INNER  HARBOR  AT  POINT  JUDITH  POND,  RHODE  ISLAND. 

[Printed  in  Uoase  Doc.  No.  132,  Fifty-flfth  Congress,  second  session.] 

Office  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers, 

United  States  Army, 
Washington^  D.  C,  Decefnber  6j  1897. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  copy  of  report, 
dated  August  12, 1897,  with  map,*  by  Maj.  D.  W.  Lockwood,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  upon  survey  of  inner  harbor  at  Point  Judith  Pond,  Bhode 
Island,  made  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act 
of  June  3, 1896. 

The  plan  of  improvement  presented  provides  for  securing  an  entrance 
300  feet  wide,  with  a  central  depth  of  8  feet,  into  the  pond  near  the  site 
of  the  original  entrance  at  its  eastern  end,  and  the  dredging  of  a  chan- 
nel of  same  depth  for  a  distance  of  1  mile  to  reach  the  8-foot  depth  in 
the  pond.  The  cost,  including  that  of  bridging  at  Great  Island,  is 
estimated  at  $473,490,  and  the  cost  of  maintaining  an  entrance  into  the 
pond  is  uncertain. 

To  reach  the  towns  north  of  the  pond  would  require  the  dredging  of 

*Not  reprinted.  Printed  in  Honse  Doo.  No.  132,  Fifty-fifth  Congrese,  socond 
acBsion. 
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the  small  stream  on  which  they  are  located,  and  this  work,  Major  Lock- 
wood  states,  would  be  very  expensive,  as  the  dredged  material  woald 
in  all  probability  have  to  be  damped  into  the  ocean  or  near  the  soiitli 
end  of  the  pond.  The  surveys  heretofore  made  have  not  been  siuffi- 
ciently  in  detail  to  warrant  a  proper  estimate  being  made  for  improve- 
ment north  of  the  i)ond,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  local  officer,  a  sorvey 
such  as  should  precede  a  work  of  this  magnitude  would  cost  |l5,000  and 
should  include  the  whole  pond  and  the  stream  emptying  into  it  from  the 
north.  He  also  states  that  the  upper  part  of  the  pond  will  freeze  over 
in  even  ordinarily  severe  winters,  so  that  continuous  navigation,  leav- 
ing out  of  consideration  the  violent  storms  to  which  the  locsklity  is 
subject,  can  not  be  assured. 

Major  Lock  wood  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  locality  is  not  worthy  of 
improvement,  as  the  cost  would  be  entirely  out  of  proportion  to  tlie 
benefits  to  be  conferred,  and  that  the  interests  are  local  rather  than 
national. 

In  forwarding  the  report  to  this  office  the  Division  Engineer,  OoL 
G.  L.  Gillespie,  Gorps  of  Engineers,  concurred  in  these  views. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  M.  Wilson, 
Brig.  Oen,y  Chief  of  Enfjincers^ 

U.  S.  Army. 
Hon.  B.  A.  Algeb, 

Secretary  of  War. 


report  of  maj.  d.  w.  logkwood,  gorps  OF  engineers. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Neipportj  E.  J.,  August  12, 1897. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  of  a  survey 
of  inner  harbor  at  Point  Judith  Pond,  Rhode  Island,  called  for  in  river 
and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896. 

Point  Judith  Pond  is  about  1  mile  west  of  Point  Judith,  which  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  dangerous  localities  on  the -coast,  being 
exposed  to  the  full  sweep  from  the  ocean  of  southeast  storms.  Gen- 
erally speaking  the  pond  is  triangular  in  shape,  about  1.25  miles  wide 
at  its  ocean  base,  and  about  4  miles  long  from  base  to  apex  near  Wake- 
field. The  entire  area  of  the  pond  is  about  1,800  acres,  of  which  less 
tbiin  600  acres  has  a  depth  of  6  feet  or  more,  and  less  than  150  acres  a 
depth  of  10  feet  or  more,  these  deeper  parts  being  in  the  shape  of  long, 
narrow  strips  near  the  middle  part  of  the  pond. 

The  low- water  level  of  the  x>ond  is  about  2.5  feet  above  that  of  the 
ocean  at  the  present  time,  although  in  1873,  when  the  first  survey  of 
this  locality  was  made  under  the  direction  of  M^.  G.  K.  Warren,  Gorps 
of  Engineers,  this  difference  was  reported  as  being  even  greater. 

The  pond  is  separated  firom  the  ocean  by  a  sand  beach  and  marsh 
from  1,000  to  3,000  feet  wide  at  high  water,  through  which,  near  the 
west  end  of  the  pond,  a  shallow  opening  of  varying  width  and  depth, 
but  readily  fordable  by  ox  teams  at  all  times,  extends  to  the  ocean. 

It  is  stated  that  formerly  a  waterway,  navigable  for  small  schooners, 
connected  the  pond  with  the  ocean,  and  that  it  was  located  at  its  east- 
ern end.  The  present  condition  of  affairs  will  hardly  warrant  this, 
because  openings  made  since  the  reported  closure  of  this  entrance^ 
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sometime  about  1815,  have  failed  to  maintain  themselyes,  and  the  one 
now  existing  is  cleared  out  occasionally  to  prevent  the  pond  becoming 
stagnant.  At  the  present  time  an  opening  into  the  pond  at  what  is 
called  the  site  of  the  old  entrance,  nearest  Point  Jadith,  would  find  not 
to  exceed  5  feet  depth  for  a  distance  of  over  4,000  feet  to  the  north  if 
the  water  in  the  pond  remained  at  its  present  level;  but  an  entnuice  of 
sufficient  width  and  depth  for  navigable  purposes  would  necessarily 
lower  the  pond  level  so  that  this  distance  would  be  increased  to  at  least 
1^  miles. 

The  present  entrance  is  about  2^  miles  to  the  west  of  Point  Judith. 
For  about  t  mile  west  of  Point  Judith  the  beach  is  covered  with  bowl> 
ders  and  cobblestones  from  the  erosion  of  the  drift  deposit  forming  the 
point.  Beyond  this  the  beach  is  of  sand,  with  dunes  just  back  of  it, 
built  up  on  a  marshy  foundation  formerly  separating  the  pond  from  the 
ocean.  The  well-defined  sand  dunes,  from  10  to  25  feet  above  sea  level, 
extend  for  about  1  mile  east  of  the  inlet,  leaving  about  one-quarter  of  a 
mile  between  the  drift  formation  and  the  dunes  covered  by  a  marsh, 
with  small  ponds  and  sandy  areas,  faced  on  the  ocean  side  by  a  revet- 
ment of  cobblestones  thrown  up  by  the  sea  to  au  elevation  of  about  8 
feet.  This  quarter  of  a  mile  of  intermediate  beach  is  the  eastern  end  of 
tlie  nieeting  place  of  the  forces  carrying  the  beach  materialto  the  east 
and  west,  and  should  any  opening  ever  be  made  connecting  the  pond 
with  the  ocean  it  should,  beyond  a  doubt,  be  located  somewhere  in  this 
section.  Sometimes  in  winter,  during  the  continuance  of  northerly  or 
northwesterly  gales,  the  roll  of  the  sea  becomes  so  far  reduced  as  to 
permit  of  the  advance  of  the  sand  beach  to  the  eastward  until  it  reaches 
quite  to  the  drift  formation,  always,  however,  to  be  driven  back  again 
to  the  sand  dunes  during  mild  weather  with  southerly  winds  and  a 
southeasterly  sea.  As  showing  the  effect  of  the  breakwater  in  protect- 
ing the  beach  in  southerly  weather,  it  was  observed  that  the  sand  beach 
remained  at  its  extreme  easterly  point  this  season  until  the  1st  of  July. 

The  position  of  the  mouth  of  the  inlet  varies.  Sometimes  it  opens 
toward  the  westward,  with  a  long  point  extending  from  the  eastern  side, 
and  at  others  this  condition  of  affairs  is  reversed.  At  present  the  mouth 
is  toward  the  eastward,  with  the  point  on  the  western  side,  due  to  the 
ebb  tide  from  Block  Island  and  Long  Island  sounds.  The  inlet  is  through 
soft  shifting  sand,  and  at  present  is  limited  to  a  narrow  channel  of  less 
than  2  fipet  depth,  with  probably  6  inches  of  water  rippling  over  a  width 
of  from  100  to  150  feet.  Fishermen  in  the  neighborhood  state  that  the 
inlet  closes  about  every  winter,  and  that  when  the  pond  gets  too  full 
they  get  together  afid  dig  the  opening  out 

There  is  little  variation  in  the  level  of  the  pond  due  to  the  tide,  the 
mean  rise  being  one-tenth  of  a  foot. 

The  logical  location  for  any  entrance  into  the  pond  is  near  the  site  of 
the  original  entrance  at  its  eastern  end,  or  to  the  east  of  Great  Island. 
This  island  is  cultivated,  and  connected  with  the  mainland  by  a  road  and 
causeway.  There  will  be  needed  a  drawbridge  where  this  road  crosses 
any  entrance  that  might  be  made. 

An  entrance,  to  be  of  any  service  to  navigation,  should  have  a  width 
of  300  feet,  with  a  central  depth  of  8  feet.  This  passageway  would 
require  revetting  where  it  crosses  the  marsh  and  beach,  and  the  chan- 
nel into  the  ocean  beyond  the  shore  line  would  require  protection  by 
jetties  of  riprap  stone,  the  western  one  being  made  sand  tight.  From 
the  marsh  north  of  the  beach  line  a  channel  wonld  have  to  be  dredged 
for  a  distance  of  a  mile  to  reach  8  feet  depth  in  the  pond  itself.    The 


938         REPORT   OF   THE   CHIEF   OP   ENGINEERS,  U.  S.  ARMY. 

following  is  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  what  would  be  required  to  give 
8  feet  depth  into  the  pond : 

Two  jettiM  at  entrance,  800  feet  long  and  8  feet  high  above  mean  low  water, 

40,000  tona,  at  $1.50 160,000 

Revetting  banks  of  cat  through  beach  and  marsh,  25,000  tons  riprap,  at 

$1.50 37,500 

Rlghtof  way,34aore8,  at$100 3,400 

Dredging  1,000,000  cable  yards,  at  25  cents 250,000 

350,900 
Contingencies,  10  per  cent 35,090 

Total 385,990 

In  addition  to  the  above  must  be  added  the  cost  of  a  bridge  where 
the  road  to  Great  Island  crosses  the  cut  This  bridge  would  be  300  feet 
long,  with  a  swinging  drawspan  giving  80  feet  clear  width  of  opening 
on  each  side  of  the  pivot  pier.  A  suitable  bridge  could  probably  be 
built  for  $25,000,  if  built  of  wood,  but  would  require  renewal  at  the  end 
of  fifteen  years  at  least.  I  estimate  that  the  annual  cost  of , repairs  to 
it  would  be  $1,000,  and  a  day  and  night  watchman  would  require  aa 
additional  expenditure  of  $1,500  per  annum,  or,  capitalized  at  4  per 
cent,  $2,500  would  be  $62,500,  making  the  cost  of  bridging  $87,500. 
This  would  make  the  entire  cost  of  the  improvement  as  follows: 

Amount  brought  forward $385,990 

Bridging , 87,500 

Total 473.490 

To  reach  the  towns  north  of  the  pond — Wakefield,  Peacedale,  etc— 
would  require  the  dredging  out  of  the  small  stream  on  which  they  are 
located,  and  tiiis  work  would  be  very  expensive,  as  the  dredged  material 
would  in  all  probability  have  to  be  dumped  in  the  ocean  or  near  tbe 
south  end  of  the  pond.  The  surveys  heretofore  made  have  not  been 
sufficiently  in  detail  to  warrant  a  proper  estimate  being  made  north  of 
the  pond;  in  fact,  a  survey  such  as  should  precede  a  work  of  this  mag- 
nitude would  cost  $5,000,  and  should  include  the  whole  pond  and  the 
stream  emptying  into  it  from  the  north;  and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  any  plan  of  improvement  including  a  navigable  passage  to  the 
ocean  must  be  based  on  a  mean  low- water  level  in  the  pond  and  the 
stream  on  which  the  towns  to  be  reached  are  located  2.5  feet  below 
their  present  level. 

The  town  of  South  Kingston,  in  which  the  pond  is  located  and  which 
would  be  most  benefited,  had  a  population  in  1895,  according  to  the 
State  Manual,  amounting  to  5,163,  and  the  gain  in  five  years  had  been 
340,  or  72  per  year.  The  district  of  Narragansett,  which  would  be 
benefited  also,  in  the  same  year  had  a  population  amounting  to  1,250, 
and  the  loss  in  five  years  had  been  158,  or  practically  32  per  year. 

I  do  not  think  the  locality  worthy  of  improvement,  as  the  cost  of  any 
improvement  would  be  entirely  out  of  proportion  to  the  benefits  con- 
ferred, and  which  would  be  local  rather  than  national.  In  1873  a  sur- 
vey of  the  pond  was  ordered  by  Congress  and  was  made  under  the 
direction  of  Maj.  G.  K.  Warren,  Corps  of  Engineers,  but  adversely 
reported  on  by  him  on  the  ground  that  the  cost  of  any  improvement 
that  would  be  useful  would  be,  in  his  opinion,  so  great  that  the  amount 
of  commerce  to  be  benefited  would  not  justify  the  expenditure.  Again, 
in  1888,  M^j.  W.  R.  Livermore,  Corps  of  Engineers,  reported  the  locality 
as  not  worthy  of  improvement.  In  1892  a  third  examination  was  made, 
by  Captain  Bixby,  Corps  of  Engineers,  who  stated  in  his  report  that 
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the  improvement  of  this  locality  would  be  principally  of  local  benefit, 
and  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  in  which  Colonel  Abbot,  Oorps  of  Engi- 
neers, Division  Engineer  northeast  division,  concurred,  that  this  locality 
is  decidedly  not  at  present  worthy  of  improvement  by  the  General 
Oovemment. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  an  entrance  into  the  pond  is  uncertain ;  heavy 
southerly  storms  may  create  a  bar  at  the  mouth  into  the  ocean,  besides 
drifting  sands  have  a  tendency  to  shoal  up  the  whole  southern  end  ot 
the  x>ond  generally.  This  is  going  on  all  the  time  and  is  gradually 
raising  the  marsh  that  in  earlier  times  separated  the  open  water  of  the 
pond  from  the  ocean. 

The  upper  part  of  the  pond  and  the  passage  leading  from  it  to  the 
towns  above  will  freeze  over  in  severe  or  ordinarily  severe  winters,  so 
that  continuous  navigation,  leaving  out  of  consideration  the  violent 
storms  to  which  the  locality  is  subject,  can  not  be  assured. 

Any  commercial  statistics  as  regards  this  special  locality,  to  be 
affected  by  any  improvements,  would  be  in  the  main  a  matter  of  con- 
jecture. 

Point  Judith  Pond  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Newport,  which  is 
a  port  of  entry.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  at  S^ewport  in  the 
last  calendar  year  was  $190.45.  The  nearest  light- house  is  Point  Judith 
Light.  The  nearest  fortification  is  the  fort  on  Dutch  Island,  Bhode 
Island. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  W.  LOOKWOOD, 

Major  J  Corps  of  Engineers, 
Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Vhief  of  Engineers^  U.S.  A* 
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APPENDIX  D. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  CONNECTICUT,  OF  PAW- 
CATUCK  RIVER,  RHODE  ISLAND  AND  CONNECTICUT,  AND  OF  CONNEC- 
TICUT RIVER,  MASSACHUSEITS  AND  CONNECTICUT. 


BEPOBT  OF  MA  J.  SMITH  S,  LEACH,  CORPS  OF  ENOINEERS,  OFFICER 
IN  CHARGE,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  SO,  1898,  WITH 
OTHER  DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  THE  WORKS, 


IMPROVEMENTS. 


1.  Pawcatnok  River,  Rhode  Island  and 

Connectient. 

2.  Stoningtoii  Harbor,  Connectient. 

3.  Mystic  River,  Connecticut. 

4.  Thames  River,  Connectient. 

5.  Connecticut   River   below  Hartford, 

Connecticut. 

6.  Harbor  of  refuse  at  Dnok  Inland  Har- 

bor, Connecticut. 

7.  New  Haven  Harbor,  Connecticut. 

8.  Breakwaters  at  New  Haven,  Connecti- 

cut. 


9.  Housatonic  River,  Connectient. 

10.  Bridgeport  Harbor,  Connecticut. 

11.  Saugatuck  River  and  Westport  Har- 

bor, Connecticut. 

12.  Norwalk  Harbor.  Connecticut. 

13.  Five-mile  River  Harbor,  Connecticut. 

14.  Stamford  Harbor,  Connecticut. 

15.  Harbor  at  Coscob  and  Mianna  River, 

Connecticut. 

16.  Greenwich  Harbor,  Connecticut. 


6URVST8. 


17.  Connecticut  River,  between  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  Holyoke,  Mass. 


18.  South  Norwalk  Harbor,  Connecticut. 


United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Neic  London^  Conn,^  July  26j  1898, 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  annual  report 
•    •    •    upon  the  works  of  river  and  harbor  improvements  in  my 
charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898.    •    •    • 
Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

Smith  S.  Leach, 
Major ^  Corps  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8,  A. 


D  z. 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  PAWCATUCK  RIVER,  RHODE  ISLAND  AND 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  present  approved  project,  that  of  1895,  provides  for  a  channel  of 
10  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water  from  Stonington  Harbor  to  Westerly, 
with  a  width  of  200  feet  from  Stoniugton,  Conn.,  to  Avondale,  B.  I.^  a 
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distance  of  4  miles;  a  width  of  100  feet  from  Avondale  to  the  lower 
wharves  of  Westerly,  a  distance  of  2.75  miles,  and  a  width  of  40  feet 
between  the  npper  and  lower  wharves  of  Westerly,  a  distance  of  0^ 
mile,  at  a  total  estimated  cost  of  1 200,36 1.60. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  1 15,000  in  act  of  Jnne  3,  1896,  and  io 
pursuance  of  the  programme  of  work  approved  for  1896  and  1897,  con- 
tracts were  entered  into  with  Simon  G.  Fraser  and  the  Hartford  Dredg- 
ing Company,  the  lowest  bidders,  for  the  removal  of  aboat  400  cubic 
yards  of  rock  and  bowlders  and  for  dredging  30,000  cubic  yards,  respec- 
tively. Mr.  Fraser  began  April  1, 1897,  and  work  under  this  contract 
was  in  progress  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year.  The  contract  was 
completed  on  September  13 ;  57.55  cubic  yards  of  rocks  were  removed 
this  year,  making  the  total  amount  under  the  contract  323.55  cubic 
yards.  Most  of  the  rocks  were  taken  from  the  channel  at  a  point  two- 
thirds  of  the  way  down  from  the  upper  to  the  lower  end  of  the  wharves 
at  Westerly,  or  opposite  OottrelPs  wharf. 

Work  under  contract  with  the  Hartford  Dredging  Company  was  com- 
menced on  July  26.  The  contract  was  extended,  and  completed  on 
December  24,  1897.  Thirty-four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty 
cubic  yards  of  sand,  gravel,  and  stones  and  56.14  tons  of  large  Ik)w1- 
ders  were  removed  under  this  contract,  completing  the  lOfoot  channel 
of  40  feet  width  opposite  the  wharves  and  1,800  linear  feet  of  the  chan- 
nel 100  feet  wide  below  the  wharves,  making  the  total  length  of  the 
completed  channel,  of  10  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water,  4,200  feet. 

Fawcatuck  River  is  in  the  ooUection  districts  of  Providence  and  Stonington,  Uie 
dlvidinfr  line  passing  through  the  river.  Providence  and  Stonington  are  the  nearest 
ports  of  entry.  The  nearest  light-honses  are  the  Stonington  and  Watch  Hill  lights. 
The  nearest  fortification  is  Fort  Tramball,  New  London,  Conn. 

Money  statement 

Jnly  1.  1897,  balance  nnexpended $13,029.05 

Jnne  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 12, 586. 18 

Jnlyl,  1898,  balance  unexpended 442.87 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 185, 361. 60 
Amount  that  can  be  profitablj^  expended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  J  nne  30, 1900    25, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  oompliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jnne  4, 1897. 


▲MOUNTS  APPROPRIATED. 

For  Pawcatuok  BiveTfJRhode  Island  and  Conneetieui, 


March  3, 1871 $10,000.00 

Jnne  10, 1872 10,000.00 

March  3, 1873 10,000.00 

June  23, 1874 10,000.00 

March  3,1875 10,000.00 

August  5, 1886 12,000.00 

August  11, 1888 10,000.00 

December  5,  1895,  unexpended  balance  deposited  to  credit  of  the  United 


September  19, 1890 $16,600.00 

July  13, 1892 3,800.00 

August  18. 1894 6,000.00 

June  3, 1896 15,000.00 


Total 113,400.00 

to  credit  of  the  United 
States  Treasurer 399.99 


Total 113,000.01 

Far  Little  Karragansett  Bay,  Bhode  Island  and  Connecticut. 


August  14, 1876 $5,000.00 

June  18, 1878 10,000.00 

March  3,1879 5,000.00 

June  14, 1880 l>,QC».Qft 


March  3, 1881 $6,000.00 

August  2, 1882 6,000.00 

Total 36^000.00 
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Ahatraet  of  proposals  for  dredging  in  Pawoainek  Birer,  Ithode  Island  and  Conneetieut, 
opened  by  Maj.  Smith  0.  Leach,  Corps  of  EngineerSf  February  26, 1897, 

[80,000  onbio  yardB.] 


No. 


1 
a2 
3 
4 
5 
8 
7 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


Thomas  A.  Soott,  New  London,  Conn . . . 
Hartford  Dredglng'Co.,  Hartford*  Conn 

James  S.  Rogers,  Plattsburs,  N.  Y 

Simon  C.  Fnser,  New  London,  Conn. . . 

John  P.  Randerson.  Albany,  N.  Y 

Frank  Pidgeon.  Sangerties,  N.  Y 

Alonso  S.  Smith,  IslTp,  N.  Y 


Pri«*e 

per  CO  bio 

yard. 


Genu. 
27 
23 


85 

32 
63 
89.9 


Total. 


$8,100.00 
8,900.00 


10,600.00 

0,600.00 

18,000.00 

11,970.00 


a  Acoepi«d. 

Ahstrad  of  proposals  for  removal  of  rock  from  Pawcatuch  BivoTj  Rhode  Island  and  Con^ 
neciiout,  opened  oy  Maj,  Smith  S.  Leach,  Corps  of  Engineers,  February  £6, 18S7, 

[RerooTal  400  cubic  yards  or  800  gross  tons.] 


N0.1 


1 
« 
3 
aA 
6 
0 
7 


Nune  and  address  of  bidder. 


Thomas  A.Scott,  New  London, Conn per  ton. 

Hartford  Dredging  Co.,  Hartford.  Coun do. . . 

James  S.  Rogers,  Flattsbnrg,  N.  Y per  cubic  yard . 

Simon  C.  Eraser,  New  London,  Conn do... 

John  P .  Randerson ,  Albany,  N.Y per  ton . 

Frank  Pidgeon.  Sangerties,  N.  Y per  cnbie  yard. 

Alonso  S.  Smith,  IsUp,  N.  Y per  ton. 


Total. 


$4,800.00 
6,000.00 
3.920.00 
3,800.00 

16.800.00 
4,400.00 
4.800.00 


a  Accepted. 
Contract  in  force  for  dredging  in  Pawcatuck  River,  Rhode  Island  and  Conneoliout. 


Name  of  contractor. 

Date.of 
contraot. 

Date  of 
approval. 

Work  begun. 

Contraot 
expires. 

Simon  C  Fraser  ^x.^....^... 

Mar.  16, 1897 

Apr.  16, 1897 

July  26, 1897 

a  Sept  1,1897 

a  Extended  to  December  31, 1887. 
Contract  in  force  for  removal  of  rock  from  Pawcatuck  River,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut 


Name  of  contractor. 

Date  of 
contract. 

Date  of 
approval. 

Work  begun. 

Contract 
expires. 

Simon  C.  Fraser • 

Mar.  12, 1897 

Mar.  24, 1897 

Apr.  16, 1897 

Sept    1,1897 

COMMBRCIAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THIS  CALENDAR  TEAR  1897. 

The  commerce  arriviDg  and  leaving  Pawcatnck  River,  Rhode  Island,  by  water 
daring  the  calendar  year  ending  December  31,  1897|  is  estimated  as  foliow^s  (based 
mainly  upon  reports  received  from  Messrs.  Maxson  &  Co.,  Westerly,  K.  I.): 


Class  of  goods. 


Grains 

Fish,  oysters,  etc 

Lumber  and  products 

CoaL  minerals,  and  products. 

Ferdlisers 

Iron 

Sundries 

Band  and  stone 


Total. 


Tons. 


1.020 

125 

4,660 

83.830 

400 

1,430 

1,200 

2,460 

46,024 
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The  vessels  entering  and  leaving  this  waterway  are  as  follows  (each  entrance  ind 
departure  together  being  coanted  as  one) : 


Character  or  daas  of  aervioe. 


Steam: 

Freifsbt,  mainlv 

Passenger,  mainly . . . 

Tugs 

Sail: 

Freight 

FishiuK  boats 

Pleanare  boats,  large. 

Pleasure  boats,  small 

Total 


Number. 


Average 
draft. 


8 

80 

730 

290 

1,900 

1,200 

800 


5,008 


Feet. 


I* 
H 

6 

2* 


ATcrafB 


Tout, 


45 

175 
9 

6 

3 


above  figures  show  an  increase  in  tonnage  of  freights  of  6,938  tons  over  the 
its  reported  for  1886.    Thirteen  vessels  loaded  with  lumber  lor  Westerly  were 


The 

amounts.      

obliged  to  dischar^  t^t  Stonington  owing  to  lack  of  water  in  the  river. 

New  transportation  companies  establiiuicd  during  the  year,  none. 


Da. 

HARBOR  OF  REFUGE  AT  STONINGTON,  CONNECTICUT. 

Tlie  present  project,  that  of  1880  with  subsequent  additions,  provides 
for  an  eastern  breakwater  as  a  protection  to  the  outer  harbor;  this 
breakwater,  about  oue-half  mile  long,  to  extend  from  the  vicinity  of 
Bartletts  Beef  to  the  vicinity  of  Middle  Ground  Shoal,  or  until  suf- 
ficient protection  against  southerly  winds  shall  be  obtained.  The  esti- 
mated cost  was  from  $143,000  to  $191,000,  according  to  length.  This 
did  not  include  foundation  for  light-house  at  west  end  of  breakwater. 

The  project  also  provides  for  dredging  a  channel  across  Koyes  Shoal 
and  for  building  a  dike  or  water  break  around  Stonington  Point. 

During  the  fiscal  year  no  work. has  been  done  in  furtherance  of  this 
project. 

A  light  has  been  maintained  on  west  end  of  uncompleted  east 
breakwater. 

Stonington  Harbor  is  in  the  Stonington  collection  district  and  is  a  port  of  entry. 
The  principal  value  of  tho  harbor  is  as  a  harbor  of  refuge.  The  nearest  lights  are 
Stonington  Light  and  Latimer  Reef  Light.  The  nearest  fortificatiou  is  Fort  lYum- 
bnll,  New  London  Harbor,  Connecticut. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $2,493.16 

June  30,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 948. 71 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended..... 1,544.45 


AMOUNTS    APPROPRIATED. 


March  2, 1827  (survey) $200. 00 

May  23, 1828 20,000.00 

April23, 1830 16,49L67 

June  27,  1834 262.16 

March  3, 1873 25,000.00 

June  23,  1874 20,000.00 

March  3, 1875 25,000.00 

June  18,  1878 40,000.00 

March  3, 1879 37,500.00 

July  14,1880...: 25,000.00 

March  3,  1881 30,000,00 


August  2, 1882 $25,000.00 

July  5,1884 10,000.00 

August5,  1886 20,000.00 

Augustll,  1888 8,000.00 

September  19, 1890 12, 500.00 

July  13,  1892 12,50a00 

August  18,  1894 6,000.00 

June  3,  1896 5,d00.00 

Total 337,453.83 
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COBfMERCIAL  STATISTICS  FOK  THB  CALENDAR  TEAR  1897. 

These  statistics  have  been  asked  for,  bat  have  not  been  received.  The  last  report 
received  was  for  1896,  as  follows : 

The  commerce  arriving  at  and  leaving  Stonington  Harbor,  Connecticnt,  is  estimated 
as  follows  (based  mainly  npon  reports  received  ftom  Mr.  C.  B.  Crandall,  collector  of 
cnstoms,  Stonington,  Conn.,  and  others) : 


Class  of  goods. 


Grninfl  and  fornge 

Vish,  oysters,  etc 

Lnrobco'  and  prodncts 

Coal,  minerals,  and  products 

Fertilisers 

General  merchandise 

Sundries 

Total 


Tons. 


1,200 

275 

10,000 

78,000 

176 

240,000 

20.000 

349,650 


The  vessels  entering  and  leaving  this  waterway  are  as  follows  (each  entrance  and 
departure  together  being  counted  as  one) : 


Character  or  class  of  service. 


Steam : 

Freight  and  passenger 

Freight  mainly 

Passenger  mainly 

Fishing 

Togs 

Bail: 

Freight 

Fishing  1)oats 

Pleasure  boats,  small . . 

Total 


Knmber. 

Average 
draft. 

Average 
tonnage. 

Feet. 

Tons. 

450 

12 

1,500 

65 

10 

1,000 

800 

7 

35 

75 

7 

36 

176 

8 

50 

1,000 

0 

120 

500 

6 

20 

1,200 

2* 

7 

4,265 

The  above  fignres  show  an  increase  of  26,836  in  tonnage  over  the  report  of  1895, 
which  was  322,814  tons. 
No  new  transportation  companies  have  been  established  dnring  the  year. 


D3. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  MYSTIC  RIVER,  CONNECTICUT. 

The  present  approved  project  for  this  improvement,  adopted  in  1890, 
contemplates  dredging  to  make  the  channel  15  feet  deep  at  mean  low- 
water  apd  100  fieet  wide  for  a  length  of  aboat  4  miles  and  the  reduction 
of  the  curvature  of  five  bends,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $30,000. 

Under  appropriation  of  June  3, 1896,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year 
1897  a  contract  was  in  force  with  Mr.  J.  P.  Kanderson,  dated  January 
14, 1897,  for  dredging  20,000  cubic  yards  at  10.7  cents  per  cubic  yard. 

Dredging  under  this  contract  was  commenced  on  September  25  and 
completed  on  October  21, 1897.  Twenty-five  thousand  and  eighty-eight 
cubic  yards  of  mud  were  removed  at  the  lower  or  fifth  bend,  which  is  at 
the  mouth  of  the  channel  nearly  opposite  Palmer's  shipyard.  Two  cuts 
were  made  on  the  east  side  of  the  bend,  widening  it  50  feet  for  a  length 
of  1,200  feet 

Mystio  Riyer  is  in  the  New  London  collection  district,  of  which  New  London  is  the 
port  of  entry.  The  nearest  work  of  defense  is  Fort  Griswold,  New  London  Harbor, 
abont  6  miles  we^.  There  is  a  light-honse  on  Morgan  Point,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river  at  its  month. 

BNO  98 60 
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Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $S, 268.31 

Jane  30,  ISSKB,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2,921.22 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended. 


346w89 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 3, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  iu  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900      3, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

Appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  Mystic  Biver,  GonnecticQi, 
have  been  made  as  follows: 


Application. 


Dredging  above  and  jast  below  railroad  bridge  and  at  the  month  of  the  river.  Sept  19, 1^0 

Dredging  below  the  railroad  bridge JoJy  13,1802 

Drodf^ing  opposite  Koank Aug.  17, 1884 

Dredging  at  the  month  of  the  river '  June  3,1898 


Total 


$10,000 

10,000 

3.500 

3,500 


27,000 


Ahitract  of  proposals  for  dredging  in  Mystic  Rivera  Conneciicutj  opened  by  Capt.  Smith  8. 

Leachf  Corps  of  Engineers,  December  SS,  1896, 

[Estimated  yardage,  20,000  cubic  yards.] 


No. 


la 

2 

3 

4 
6 
8 
7 


Kame  and  address  of  bidder. 


John  P.  Kandertion,  Albany,  N.  Y 

Ken-burg  Dredging  Co.,  Newbnrg,  K.  Y. 

Wni.  H.  Taylor,  jr.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J 

Simon  C.  Fraser,  New  London,  Conn 

T.  A.  Scott,  New  London,  Conn 


Hartford  Dredginff  Co.,  Hartford,  Conn  . . . 
Columbian  Dredging  Co.,  Fall  River,  Mass 


Price 

per  cubic 

yard. 


CenU. 

J? 

18 
33% 


Total. 


$2,175.00 
2,800.00 
2.880.00 
2,700.00 
2,800.00 

2,soaoo 

2,740.00 


a  Accepted. 
Contract  in  force  for  dredging  in  Mystic  River,  Connecticut. 


Name  of  contractor. 

Date  of 
contract. 

Date  of 
approval. 

Work  begun. 

Contract 
expires. 

John  P.  Randorson x. a.. 

Jan.  14,1897 

Feb.    8,1897 

Sept.  2S,  1897 

Dec    31,1897 

COIIMBRCIAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  CALENDAR  YEAR  1S97. 

Arrival  and  d^arture  of  vessels. 

AT  MYSTIC. 

[Draft  5  to  16  feet;  tonnage  100  to  600  tona.; 


Kind  of  vessel. 


Sailing  vessels 

Steamers,  excursion  steamers,  and  tugboats 
Barges,  aoows,  etc 

Total 


Number 

of  roiind 

tripa. 


Aggrcgite 

tonnage  of 

all  trips. 


13,707 
*'7*W 


21,5« 
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Freight  received  and  skipped  by  water. 


Chief  articloa. 


Coal 

Lumber  (8.  Oil,  393  fuet) . 
Silex 


Miscellaneoua 
Total... 


Estimated 
ralne. 


134,000 

160,227 

18,000 

43,000 


255, 227 


The  abovo  figures  show  a  decrease  of  toimago  Binco  the  last  record  received  (for 
1896)  of  4,313  tons. 
No  new  lines  of  transportation  established  daring  the  year. 

AT  NOANK,  MOUTH  OF  RIVER. 
[Through  courtesy  of  Robert  Palmer  &  Son.] 

33  new  vessels  bnilt  and  launched,  combined  tonnage 17, 464 

29  vessels  repaired  (8  steamers,  17  sailing,  4  barges) 16, 1)16 

150  tugboats  arrived  and  departed 5, 000 

7, 711, 893  feet  of  lumber  received 10,188 

Other  tonnage,  estimated 2, 000 

Total 51,568 

These  figures  (51,568  tons)  include  those  only  that  have  bad  business  at  the  sbip- 
yard.     Other  small  vessels  have  been  here  of  wliicb  no  record  has  been  made. 
The  above  figures  show  an  increase  of  5,066  tons  over  those  received  for  1896. 


D4. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THAMES  RIVER,  CONNECTICUT. 

Tlie  present  project  for  improviiip^Tlmmes  Eiver  is  that  of  1866,  with 
Bubseqaent  moditicatious,  and  consists  in  making  and  maintaining  by 
dredging  and  a  system  of  training  walls  a  clianncl  200  feet  wide  from 
New  London  to  Norwich,  to  be  16  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  up  to 
Allyn  Point  (abont  5  miles  below  Norwich),  and  thence  to  Norwich  to 
bo  14  feet  deep,  together  with  dredging  in  Shaws  Cove,  New  London 
Harbor,  to  make  and  maintain  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep 
and  an  anchorage  basin  of  the  same  depth  and  of  about  7^  acres  area. 
The  estimated  cost  from  the  beginning,  in  18(36,  is  $457,600. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a  contract  with  the  Newburg  Dredging 
Company  for  dredging  about  60,000  cubic  yards  of  material,  at  14  cents 
per  yard,  under  the  appropriation  in  act  of  June  3, 1896,  was  in  force. 
Work  under  this  contract  was  commenced  on  July  16  and  completed 
on  September  21,  1897.  Sixty  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-six 
cubic  yards  of  sand  were  removed.  The  14foot  channel  was  extended 
1,200  feet  with  width  of  100  feet  in  front  of  the  New  York  and  New 
England  Bailroad  dock  at  Norwich,  the  upper  end  terminating  in  the 
deep  hole  at  the  mouth  of  the  Shetucket  Eiver  near  the  steamboat 
dock.  The  channel  was  also  widened  from  25  to  50  feet  below  the  rail- 
road dock  and  at  Thamesville,  the  widening  being  altogether  about  a 
mile  in  length.  The  channel  at  Fort  Point  was  also  widened  for  the 
benefit  of  navigation  to  the  dock  there.  A  large  bowlder  was  removed 
from  the  channel  in  front  of  the  New  York  and  New  England  Eailroad 
dock,  upon  which  the  contractor  worked  IJ  hours  at  $10  per  hour. 

The  Thames  River  is  in  the  collection  district  of  New  London.  The  nearest  light- 
house is  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  on  the  west  shore.  F«rts  Trumbull  and  Griswold 
overlook  the  mouth  of  the  river  from  either  shore. 


948        REPORT   OF   THE    CHIEF    OF   ENGINEERS,  U.  S.  ABMT. 

Money  'statement, 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $12,024.66 

JnoeSOy  1898,  amount  expended  dnriDg  fiscal  year 9,958.85 

July  1, 1898|  balance  unexpended 2,065.81 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 69, 100. 00 

Amount  required  for  maintenance  annually 8, 000. 00 

<  AmountthatcanbeprofitablyexpendedinnsoalyearendingJuneSOy  1900    40,000.00 


Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
t     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

Appropriations  for  improving  Thames  Biver,  Oonnecticnt,  have  been 
made  as  follows: 


Application. 


Porjprovions  projecta: 

Kemovid  of  obstnictiooB  placed  daring  the  war  of  1812. 

Surrey  

Piers  and  dredging 

Do 

Do 


Total 


For  the  present  prqject : 

Dredging  and  survey 

Dredging 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Dredging  and  training  walls 

Tniining  walls 

Do.. 

Training  walls  and  dredging 

Kepairs  of  tridning  walls  and  dredging. 
Dredging 

Do 

Do 

Do 


Mar. 
Mar. 
Joly 
July 
Mar. 


3,1821 
2,1829 
4,1836 
7,1838 
3,1837 


Total 

Total  amount  appropriated  since  1821 


June  23, 1866 
Mar.  3,1867 
Mar.  8, 1871 
June  10, 1872 
June  18, 1878 
Mar.  3,1879 
June  14, 1880 
Mar.  8,1881 
Aug.  2,1882 
July  6,1884 
Aug.  6,1886 
Aug.  11, 1888 
Sept.  19, 1890 
July  13, 1892 
Aug.  18, 1894 
Jane  8,1886 


AmooBl 


1150 

150 

10,009 

10,000 

20,000 


40,300 


10.000 
72.000 
15,001 
10,000 
10,000 
12,000 
22.500 
30,000 
35.000 
25,000 
22.500 
60,000 
20,000 
30,000 
12,500 
12,000 


388,500 


428.800 


Jhstract  of  proposals  for  dredging  in  the  Thames  Biverf  Connecticut,  opened  by  Copt, 

Smith  S.  Leach,  Corps  of  Engineers,  December  £3^  1896, 

[Sstimated  yardage,  60,000  cubic  yards.] 


No. 


1 

a2 

3 

4 
6 
6 


Kame  and  address  of  bidder. 


John  P.  Rftnder-«on,  Albany,  N.Y 

Newbnrg  Dredging  Co.,  New  burg,  N.  Y. 

Bniory  K.  Seward,  Albany,  K.  Y 

Kiyah  Brainard,  New  York.  N.  Y 

Hartford  Dredging  Co.,  Hartford,  Conn  . 
R.  G.  &  J.  F.  Packard,  New  York,  N.  Y  . . 


Price 

per  cnbic 

Total. 

yard. 

Omto. 

l*i 

18.550 

14 

8.400 

23| 

14,100 

US' 

9,540 
9,900 

23| 

14,100 

a  Accepted. 
Contract  in  force  for  dredging  in  Thames  Biver,  Conneciieut 


Name  of  contractor. 

Date  of 

contract. 

Date  of 
approval. 

Work  began. 

Contract  ei- 
pires. 

Newbnrg  Dredffinir  Co 

Jan.  11,1887 

Feb.  10,1897 

July  16,1897 

Dae  31,1807 
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COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS  VOB  CALENDAR  YEAR  1897. 

ArrivaU  and  departure$  of  ve$$eU, 

AT  SHAWS  COVE,  K£W  LONDON  HABBOB. 
[Draft,  8  to  14  feet;  tonnage,  10  to  300  tons.] 


Kind  of  Teasel. 


Steamers  (tneboata) 
Sailing  veeaeb 

Total 


Xnmber 

of  round 

trips. 


58 
29 


87 


Aggregate 

tonnage  of 

all  tnps. 


5,694 


6,094 


The  above  does  not  include  10  schooners,  10  yachts,  and  4  steamers  laid  up  for  the 
winter. 


Kind  of  freight. 

Tons. 

Value. 

HAal   liiniliAr  hrlr.lr.  and  nBAt*imn  ninA •_.». . 

6,094 

$33,830 

THAMES  BIVBB  AT  ALLYN  POINT  AND  NOBWICH. 
[Draft,  6  to  19  feet;  tonnage,  100  to  1,900  tons.] 


Kind  of  vessel. 


Railing  vessels 

Steamers,  exonrsion  boats,  and  tugboats. 
Barges,  scows,  eto 


Number 

of  round 

trips. 


Total 


Aggregato 

tonnage  of 

all  tnps. 


66,900 

15,000 

208, 130 


860,030 


Freight  received  and  shipped  bff  water. 


Chief  articles. 


Coal 

Lumber 

Misoellaneons. 


Total. 


Tons. 


327,980 
18,000 
23,050 


860,030 


The  above  record  does  not  include  the  commerce  of  New  London  Harbor,  which 
is  reported  as  786,341  tons,  and  outside  of  Shaws  Cove  can  not  be  said  to  be  directly 
benefited  by  the  improvement. 

In  1896,  405,846  tons  was  reported,  which  shows  a  decrease  of  86,815  tons  for  1897. 
This  decrease  is  said  to  be  due  to  all-rail  transportation. 

No  new  lines  of  transportation  have  been  established  daring  the  year. 


D5. 

DiPROVEMENT   OF   THE   CONNECTICUT   RIVER   BELOW  HARTFORD, 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  approved  project  for  improving  Gonnecticat  Biver  inclades  the 
constraction  of  converging  jetties  at  the  month,  and  dredging  to  open 
and  maintain  a  channel  between  them,  and  the  maintenance  of  channels 
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100  feet  wide  and  9  feet  deep  at  extreme  low  water  across  the  bars  below 
Hartford  by  dredging  and  constraction  of  dikes  at  Hartford  and  Glas- 
tonbary,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $130,000  for  permanent  work  and 
$10,000  per  year  for  annual  dredging. 

Appropriations  of  late  years  have  been  $20,000,  the  amoant  required 
for  two  years'  dredging,  and  no  progress  has  been  made  on  the  per- 
manent works,  nor  has  the  jetty  channel  been  folly  develox>ed.  This 
channel,  now  about  130  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep,  should  be  widened, 
though  possibly  not  to  the  projected  width  of  400  feet. 

The  jetties  were  never  completed,  and  the  deterioration  by  settlement 
and  wave  attack  has  reduced  them  to  a  condition  urgently  requiring 
attention.  At  least  10,000  tons  of  stone  should  be  placed  on  them  at 
once,  and  the  Hartford  Dike  should  be  repaired.  The  Glastonbury 
Dike  needs  no  repairs. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  the  annual  dredging  was  in 
progress  under  a  contract  with  the  Hartford  Dredging  Company,  dated 
March  15, 1897,  for  the  removal  of  about  100,000  cubic  yards  of  material 
at  9  cents  per  yard,  and  on  June  30,  21,316  cubic  yards  of  material  had 
been  removed,  as  follows: 

Cubic  yards. 

From  Hartford  Bar 21,038 

From  Clay  Banks  Bar 278 

Dredging  under  this  contract  was  continued  until  October  15, 1897, 
and  completed  on  that  date,  all  necessary  dredging  for  the  season  hav- 
ing been  accomplished  and  the  channel  left  with  the  projected  depth 
and  widths  of  about  60  feet,  sufficient  only  for  the  immediate  needs  of 
navigation.  The  amount  of  material  removed  during  the  past  fiscal 
year  under  this  contract  was  77,909  cubic  yards,  divided  as  follows: 

From —  Cabio  ymidt. 

Hartford  Bar 13,149 

Clay  Banks  Bar 2,119 

Press  Bam  Bar 20,500 

Glastonbury  Bar 16, 743 

Dividend  Bar 10,289 

Pistol  Point  Bar 4,756 

Sears  Shoal  Bar 7,228 

Portland  Bar 3,126 

Total,  July  1  to  October  15,1897 77,909 

The  total  amount  of  material  removed  under  this  contnict  was 
99,225  cubic  yards.  Six  hundred  and  sixty-six  yards  of  the  material 
dredged  was  hard  clay,  for  which  the  contractors  were  paid  50  per 
centum  more  than  the  price  for  ordinary  material.  The  contractors 
were  also  paid  $36  for  towing  from  bar  to  bar  four  and  one-half  hours 
during  working  hours,  and  $108  for  inspector's  board  at  the  rate  of 
$4.50  per  week,  all  of  the  above  being  under  the  terms  of  the  contract. 

Under  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  of  1896  bids 
were  opened  on  May  6, 1898,  for  work  this  season,  and  a  contract,  dated 
May  21, 1898,  entered  into  with  the  Hartford  Dredging  Company,  the 
lowest  bidders,  for  removing  about  100,000  cubic  yards  of  material,  at 
7.8  cents  per  yard.  Under  this  contract  dredging  was  commenced  on 
May  23,  and  continued  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  at  which  time 
32,594  cubic  yards  of  material  were  removed  as  follows: 

From—  Cubic  ymrd*. 

Pistol  Point  Bar 4^806 

Hartford  Bar I20S69 

Clay  Banks  Bar I-JIIJ    7*229 

Total 32,594 
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The  total  amonnt  of  material  vemovecl  during  the  past  fiscal  year 
was  110,503  cnbic  yards. 

The  Connecticut  River  Ib  in  the  collection  district  of  Hartford.  There  is  a  light- 
honse  on  Saybrook  Point,  on  the  west  shore  of  the  river  at  its  month,  and  another  at 
the  end  of  the  west  jetty,  besides  which  there  are  three  small  beacon  lights  and 
several  range  lights  in  the  river  which  are  maintained  by  the  United  States.  Fort 
Trambnlly  ^ew  London  Harbor,  Conn.,  about  16  miles  east  of  Saybrook  Point,  is  the 
nearest  work  of  defense. 

Money  statement, 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $19,924.39 

June  SO,  189U?,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 10, 395. 32 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 

July  1, 1898, outstanding  liabilities $2,542.33 

July  1, 1898,  amount  coyered  by  uncompleted  contracts 5, 267. 87 


9, 529. 07 


7,800.00 


July  ly  1896,  balance  available 1,729.07 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 130, 000. 00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  maintenance  annuall v 10, 000. 00 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,1900    25, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirement«  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

Appropriations  for  improving  the  Connecticut  Biver  below  Hartford 
have  been  made  as  follows : 


Application. 


Dredgiogftt  Saybrook  Bar 

Dredging  at  Saybrook  Bar  (the  unexpended  balanoeof  1830  reappropriated) . 

Balance  doe  eontractor  unuer  previona  appropriation 

Dredging  at  Pratta  Ferry,  Pistol  Point,  Mouse  Island ;  piling  at  Hartford. . 
Dredging  at  Hartford,  Clay  Banks,  Pier  I,  Pier  J,  Pratta  F^rry,  Glaaton- 

bory,  Pistol  Point,  and  Cheater  Bock 

Dredging  at  Pratts  Ferry,  Pistol  Point,  and  Saybrook  jetty 

Dredging  at  Hartford,  Pratts  Ferry,  Glaatonbnrv,  and  Saybrook  Jetty 

Dredging  at  Hartford,  Pratta  Ferry,  Saybrook,  Saybrook  Jetties 

Dredging  at  Hartford,  Pratts  Ferry,  Glastonbory,  Saybrook  Jetties 

Dredging  at  Hartford,  Pratta  Ferry,  Glastonbnry,  Saybrook jettioa,  Salmon 

Biver  dredging 

Compensation  for  preyions  dredging 

Saybrook  jetties,  snrrey  from  Hartford  to  Rooky  Hill 

Dredging  at  Hartford,  Pnsa  Bam,  Glastonbnry 

Dredging  at  Hartford,  Glastonbnry,  and  Saybrook  jetties 

Dredilng  at  Hartford,  Pratts  Ferry,  Glastonbnry,  Glastonbnry  wing  dam, 

S^y  orook  jetties 


Dredging  at  Hartford,  Clay  Banks,  Pratts  Ferry,  Press  Bam,  Glastonbury, 
Dl^dend,  Pistol  Point,  and  Salmon  Biver,  Hartford  dike 

Dredging  at  Hartford.  Clay  Banks,  Pratts  Ferry,  Press  Bam,  Glastonbury, 
Dividend.  Pistol  Point,  Mouse  Island,  and  between  Saybrook  Jetties,  ex- 
tending west  Jetty  at  Saybrook 

Compenaation  xor  previous  dredging 

Dreoeing  at  Hartford.  Clay  Banks,  Naubno.  Frees  Bam,  Glastonbu^'i 
Diiadend,  Pistol  Point,  and  Haddam  Island ;  repaira  of  Hartford  dike 


and  Saybrook  Jetties. 
Annual  dredginsr  at  Hartford,  Clay  Banks,  Press  Barn,  Glastonbury, 

Dividend,  BrooEwaya 

Amkual  dredging  at  Hartford,  Clay  Banks,  Press  Bam,  Glastonbury, 

Dividend,  Pistol  Point,  Mouse  Island,  Haddam  Island . 


Annual  dx«dging  at  Hartford,  Clay  Banks,  Naubuo,  Press  Bam,  Glaston- 
bury. Dividend.  Pistol  Point,  Mouse  Island,  Sears  Shoal,  Chester  Book, 
De^Js  Beef,  Calves  Island 

Annual  dredging  upon  several  bars  below  Hartford,  in  progress 

Do 


Total 


July  4,18t6 
Mar.  3.1830 
Mar.  1,1843 
July  U,  1870 

Mar.  8,1871 
June  10, 1872 
Mar.  8,1878 
June  S3, 1874 
Mar.   8,1875 

Aug.  14, 1876 

1878 

June  18, 1878 
Mar.  8,1870 
June  14, 1880 

Mar.   3,1881 

Aug.  2.1882 


July    5,1884 
Mar.    3,1885 


Aug.  5,1886 
Aug.  12, 1888 
Sept  18, 1800 


July  13, 1802 
Aug.  18, 1804 
June  8,1806 


Amount. 


$20,000.00 


3,471.57 
20,000.00 

85,000.00 
40,000.00 
20.000.00 
20,000.00 
20.000,00 

20,000.00 
4,203.00 
80,000.00 
10,000.00 
10,000.00 

30,000.00 

45,000.00 


35,000.00 
4,745.43 


26,350.00 

io,ooaoo 

12,500.00 


20,000.00 
20,000.00 
20,000.00 

476,170.00 


952         REPORT   OP   THE   CHIEF   OP   ENGINEEB8,  U.  8.  ARMY. 

Abstract  of  proposals  for  dredging  in  Connecticut  Biver,  ConnerAicutf  opened  by  Maj, 

Smith  S,  Leach,  Corps  of  Engineers,  February  26, 1897, 

[EBtimatod  yardage,  100,000  oabio  yardB.] 


No, 


2 
3 

4 
5 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


Alonso  E.  Smith,  Islip,  K.  Y 

John  P.  Rauderson,  Albany,  N.  T 

Frank  Pidgeon,  Saugerties,  K.  Y 

Hartford  Dredging  Co.,  Hartford,  Conn 
Nowburg  Dreeing  Co.,  Nevrburg,  N.  Y. 


Price 

per  cubic 

yard. 


Total 


OenU. 


$12,500.01 
10,250.00 
13,900.00 

aO,  000.00 
9,500.00 


a  Accepted. 


Contract  in  force  for  dredging  in  Connecticut  River,  Connecticut, 


Name  of  contractor. 


Hartford  Dredging  Co. 


Date  of  con- 
tract. 


Mar.  15, 1897 


Date  of 
approval. 


Apr.  10, 1897 


Work  began. 


Jnne  9,1897 


Conto^ct 
expires. 


Abstract  of  proposals  for  dredging  in  Connecticut  Biver,  Connecticut,  opened  by  Mej, 

Smith  S.  Leach,  Corps  of  Engineers,  May  6, 1898, 

[Estimated  quantity  to  be  dredged,  abont  100,000  cubic  yards.] 


No. 


1 
2 
3 

4 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


John  P.  Randerson,  Albany,  N.  Y , 

Hartford  Dredging_Co.,  Hartford,  Conn , 

Edward  F.  DaileyrBrooklyn,  N.  Y 

Morris  &  Comings  Dredging  Co.,  New  York 


Price 

per  cubic 

yard. 


TotaL 


Cents, 
8 

15 


$8,000.00 

a7,800.00 

14,375.00 

15,000.00 


a  Accepted. 
Contract  in  force  June  SO,  1898,  for  dredging  in  Connecticut  Biver,  Connecticut, 


Name  of  contractor. 


Hartford  Dredging  Co 


Date  of  con- 
tract. 


May  21, 1898 


Date  of 
approral. 


Jnne  15, 1898 


Work  began. 


May  23,1898 


Contract 
expires. 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS  FOR  CALENDAR  YEAR  1897. 

[Tbrongh  courtesy  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Qoodrich,  general  manager  of  the  Hartford  and  New  York  Trans- 
portation Company.] 

Arrivals  and  departwree  of  vessels. 
[Draft,  6  to  12  feet;  tonnage,  100  to  1,600  tons.] 


Kind  of  vessel. 


Steamers,  estimated 

Sailing  vessels,  estimated 
Barges,  estimated 


Total 


Nnmber 

of  round 

trips. 


tonnage  of 
aU^ps. 
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Freight  received  and  shipped  hy  water. 


Chief  articles. 


Bstimated 
value. 


Beoeipto : 

Coal,  eatiaiated 

Stone,  eatimated 

Miaoellaneoiu  goods,  estimated 
Shipments : 

Stone,  estimated 

Wood,  lumber,  etc.,  estimated  . 

Miacellaneons  goods,  estimated 

Total  receipts  and  shipments 


45,600,000 


These  figures  show  an  increase  iu  tonnage  of  freights  of  38,000  tons  over  that  re- 
ported for  1896. 

No  new  lines  of  transportation  estahlished  during  the  fiscal  year. 

The  above  is  a  close  estimate,  as  three-fourfchs  of  the  amounts  above  are  taken 
from  records  of  this  company ,  who  do  nearly  that  percentage  of  work  and  do  towing 
for  most  of  the  remaining  one -fourth. 

The  work  of  the  Qovernment  in  improving  navigation  has  been  of  most  satisfac- 
tory character,  cargoes  having  increased  in  size  in  fifteen  years  from  an  average  of 
200  tons  each  to  an  average  ot  600  tons  each,  some  cargoes  going  as  high  as  1,300 
tons.  The  usual  dredging  must  be  done  each  year  and  dike  at  Hartford  Bar  should 
be  raised  4  to  5  feet. 


D6. 

IMPEOVEMENT  OP  HARBOR  OF  REFUGE  AT  DUCK  ISLAND,  CONNECTICUT. 

The  project  for  this  improvement  consists  in  bnilding  three  break- 
waters, aggregating  5,880  feet  in  length,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $463,540. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  2,385  feet  of  the  west  breakwater 
had  been  bnilt.    Work  upon  the  others  has  not  been  commenced. 

On  June  30, 1897,  a  contract  with  J.  Frank  Qninn,  dated  November 
20, 1896,  was  in  force  for  the  delivery  of  25,000  tons  of  stone  in  the  west 
breakwater,  at  65  cents  per  ton.  This  contract  expired  by  limitation  on 
August  27, 1697,  no  steps  having  been  taken  to  execute  same,  and  no 
application  having  been  made  for  an  extension  of  time.  It  was  recom- 
mended by  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  that  the  contract  be  annulled  and  the  work  readvertised,  and 
upon  completion  of  a  new  contract  that  suit  be  brought  against  the 
contractor  and  his  bondsmen  for  any  sum  in  excess  of  the  amount 
named  in  Mr.  Quinn's  contract  expended  for  the  work  under  the  new 
contract. 

On  October  25, 1897.  proposals  for  this  work  were  opened,  and  a  con- 
tract was  subsequently  made  with  Mr.  John  Beattie,  of  Leete  Island, 
Conn.,  for  the  delivery  of  about  25,000  tons  of  riprap,  at  the  rate  of  77 
cents  per  ton. 

Work  under  this  contract  was  commenced  on  November  8, 1897,  and 
was  in  progress  and  nearly  completed  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 
Twenty  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-five  tons  of  stone  have 
been  delivered  under  this  contract,  and  the  west  breakwater  has  been 
extended  370  linear  feet.  Three  hundred  and  eighty  linear  feet  of 
work  built  under  preceding  contract  and  which  had  settled  has  been 
repaired.  Nineteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventeen  tons  of  stone 
were  used  in  the  extension  and  1,518  tons  in  the  repairs.    During  the 
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fiscal  year  a  small  light  has  been  maintaiiied  on  the  west  end  of  the 
uncompleted  breakwater. 

The  breakwater  extending  westerly  from  Dnck  Island,  with  a  pro- 
jected length  of  3,000  feet,  is  now  2,755  feet  in  length  and  contains 
117,823  tons  of  stone.  It  terminates  in  17  feet  of  water  at  low  tide  on 
very  soft  mud  bottom,  and  settlement  is  to  be  exi>ected. 

Daok  Islaud  is  in  the  ooUeotion  district  of  Hartford.  The  nearest  ligbt-hoiiBe  is 
at  Saybrook  Point,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Conuectiout  River,  about  8  milee  eastward. 
There  is  a  light  vessel  on  Long  Sand  Shoal,  about  5  miles  to  the  soatheast.  Fort 
TrnmbuU,  New  London  Harbor,  21  miles  east,  is  the  nearest  work  of  defense. 

Moiiey  statement 

July  1, 1S97,  balance nnexpended $22,326.55 

June  30, 18^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 15, 434.78 


July  1. 1898,  balance  unexpended 

July  1,1898,  outstanding  liabilities $3,423.28 

July  1, 1898,  amount  covered  by  uncompleted  contracts 2, 883. 65 


6,89177 


6»306.93 


July  1, 1898,  balance  available 


584.84 


{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 349, 540.00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30, 1900    50, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

Appropriations  for  harbor  of  refuge  at  Dnck  Island  Harbor,  ConiMe- 
ticut,  have  been  made  as  follows: 


Application. 


Westerly  breakwater: 

946foet 

714  feet 

725  f«et  and  repairs 

Westerly  breakwater  (oontraot  in  progress) . 


Amomt 


Total 


Sept  19, 1880 
Joly  13, 1892 
Aug.  17, 18M 
Jane  3,1886 


82S,(W 
35,000 
M,000 
31,000 


ii4»aoo 


Abstract  of  proposals  far  constructing  breakwater  at  Duck  Island,  ConnectUmtf  opened  bg 
Capt.  ^iih  S.  Leach,  Corps  of  Engineers,  October  28,  1896, 

[Estimated  tonnage,  25,000  tons.] 


No. 


1 
2 
8 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


S.  9c  E.  S.  Belden,  Hartford,  Conn 

J.  Frank  Quinn,  New  York,  N.  Y . . . . 
Jobn  J.  Sbipman,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Price  per 
gross  ion. 


#0.08 

.85 

1.40 


Total 


838, 250.00 
•18,2S&00 

35,ooaoe 


a  Accepted. 
(hntraci  in  force  for  oonsirwiUng  breakwater  oi  Dnck  Island,  Canneetiemi, 


Name  of  contractor. 

• 

Date  of 
oontraot. 

Date  of 
approval. 

Work  began. 

CoBtnfll 

expires. 

J.Frank  Qninna 

Nor.  20, 1896 

Dec.    6,1896 

Aag.35,1397 

a  Failed  to  oommenoe.    Contraot  expired  by  limitation. 
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AbBtraot  of  proposaU  for  oonstr acting  breakwater  at  Duck  Island,  ConnecHout,  opetkfd  hy 
MaJ.  Smith  S,  Leat^,  Corps  of  Engineers,  October  25, 1897. 

[Estimated  qnantity,  25,000  giofla  tona.] 


No. 


1 
2 

4 


Name  and  addrMB  of  bidder. 


Andrew  A.  Booker,  Kew  York,  K.  Y 

Daniel  Toomer,  Goilfovd,  Conn 

John  BeatUe,  Leete  laland.  Conn. . . . 
&  &  E.  S.  Belden,  Hartford,  Conn. . . . 


Price  per 
gross  ton. 


OmU. 
91 

T7 
79 


TotAL 


122,750 
19,875 
19,250 
19,750 


a  Accepted. 
Coniraot  in  force  June  SO,  1898,  for  eonstrueting  breakwater  at  Duck  Island,  Connectieut 


Name  of  contractor. 

Dateefoon- 

traot. 

Date  of 
approval. 

Workbegnn. 

Contract 
expires. 

John  Beattie 

Nov.    0,1897 

Nov.  22, 1897 

Nov.   8,1887 

Jnly  22,1898 

COMMBBCIAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  CALENDAR  YEAR  1897. 

These  Btatistics  have  been  aaked  for,  bat  have  not  been  received.  The  last  report 
received  was  for  1896,  as  follows : 

No  record  of  tho  niimber  of  vessels  passing  this  harbor  of  refhge  is  kept.  It  is 
believed  to  be  approximately  two  thirds  of  the  number  passing  the  New  Haven 
breakwater,  which  is  reported  as  151,356  for  the  year  1895. 

During  the  twelve  months  up  to  Jaly  1^  1897,  a  record  has  been  kept  of  the  nam- 
ber  of  vessels  observed  at  anchor  behind  the  Duck  Island  breakwater,  which  is  as 
follows: 


Schooners 124 

Sloops 6 

Yachts 15 

Towboats 8 

Fleet  of  barges  in  tow 1 

Steambargea 5 


Barges  and  canal  boats 24 

Steamers 4 

Pile  driver 1 


Total.. 188 


D7. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  NEW  HAVEN  HARBOB,  CONNECTICUT. 

The  present  project  for  this  work,  now  approaching  completion,  pro- 
vides for  a  dredged  channel  16  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  400  feet 
wide  from  the  Sound  across  Fort  Hale  Bar.  a  distance  of  1^  miles,  and 
400  to  700  feet  wide  from  the  upper  side  or  the  bar  to  the  head  of  the 
harbor,  2  miles,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $348,000. 

A  dike  has  also  been  built  to  aid  in  the  development  of  the  channel 
across  the  bar.  This  project  now  lacks  to  complete  it  only  the  widen- 
ing of  the  Fort  Hale  cut  from  200  to  400  feet. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  a  contract,  dated  January  7, 1897, 
was  in  force  with  William  H.  Taylor,  jr.,  the  lowest  bidder,  for  dredg- 
ing 90,000  cubic  yards  in  the  Fort  Hide  channel,  at  5  cents  per  cubic 
yard,  work  to  be  completed  by  December  31, 1897. 

Dredging  under  this  contract  was  commenced  on  August  10, 1897,  and 
completed  on  October  11, 1897,  98,000  cubic  yards  of  soft  mud  having 
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been  removed.    The  16-foot  chaunel  across  Fort  Hale  Bar,  6,560  feet 
loDg  and  100  feet  wide,  was  widened  100  feet,  making  it  200  feet  wide. 

New  Haven,  the  port  of  entry  for  the  collection  dibtrict  of  New  Haven,  is  sitnat^d 
at  the  head  of  New  Haven  Harbor,  about  Si  miles  from  Long  Island  Soand.  There 
is  a  liffht-hoase  on  Southwest  Ledge,  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor.  Fort  Trumbull, 
New  London  Harbor,  43  miles  east,  is  the  nearest  work  of  defense. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $9,226.88 

June  ^,  1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 8,663.96 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 

'Amount  , 

'ep 
pli 


562.88 


(estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 28, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endin  2  June  30, 1900  28, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

Appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  New  Haven  Harbor  have  been 
made  as  follows: 


Applicstion. 


Removal  of  Middle  Bock,  not  expended  until  1807 

Kemoval  of  rocks 

Dredging  (13  feet)  above  Fort  Hale 

Dredging  (16  feet)  Fort  Hale  Bar,  and  removal  of  rocks. 

Dredging  (16  feet)  Fort  Hale  Bar 

Dredging  (18  feet)  above  Long  wharf 

Dredging  (16  feet)  Long  wharf  to  Fort  Hale 

Dredging  (16  feet)  above  Long  wharf 

Do 

Dredging  (16  feet)  Long  wharf  to  Fort  Hale 

Sandy  Point  Dike 

Dredgiug  (18, 12,  and  8  feet)  above  Long  wharf 

Sandv  Point  Dike 

Do 

Dredging 

Do 

Dredging  (Fort  Hale  Bar) 

Besurvey  and  dredging 


Total 


Aug. 
July 
Mar. 
Jane 
Mar. 
Mar. 
June 
Mar. 
Jane 
Mar. 
Ang. 
Jaly 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Sent. 
July 
Aug. 
June 


30,1852 

11. 1870 

3,1871 

10,1872 

3,1873 

3,1875 

18,1878 

3,1870 

14,1880 

8,1881 

2,1882 

5,1884 

6.1886 

11,1888 

19,1800 

13,1892 

18.1804 

3,1806 


$6.«» 

IS,  000 
40,01)0 
35.  OM 
25,  OM 
10,000 
25,100 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
30.000 
10,000 
20,000 
15,000 
15.000 
15,000 
10,000 
10,  < 


830;  000 


The  first  appropriation,  $6,000,  was  applied  to  a  previous  project. 


Abstract  of  proposals  for  dredging  in  New  Haven  Harbor,  Connecticut,  opened  by  Maj, 

Smith  S,  Leachf  Corps  of  Engineers,  December  SS,  1896, 

[Estimated  yardage  00, 000  cubic  yards.] 


Ko. 


al 
2 
3 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


William  H.  Taylor, Jr.,  Jemey  Cltv,  N.  J. 
William  DuBois,  New  York,  N.  Y 


Henry  DuBois's  Sons,  New  York,  N.  Y 


Price 

per  cubic 

yard. 


Genu. 
8 
13 

H 


Total 


10.800 
7.425 


a  Accepted. 
Contract  in  force  for  dredging  in  New  Haven  Harbor,  Connecticut, 


Name  of  contrnctor. 


Date  of 
contract. 


Date  of 
approval 


Work  begun. 


William  H. 


GontracI 
expires. 


Taylor.ir .\3wi.  •l^^&wVi«sl.  ^&^\^K\\Kxx%A^,Y8^^va^  suisn 
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COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1897. 

These  statistics  haye  been  asked  for,  but  have  not  been  receiyed.    The  last  report 
raceiyed  was  for  1896,  as  follows : 

[Throagh  ooartesy  of  Mr.  Henry  H.  Baboook,  collector  of  cnBtoms.] 

Foreign, 

Valne  of  imports - $265,258 

Royenue  receipts 58,177 


Total 323,485 


Forei^  yessels : 

Entered 

Cleared 


Total 


Domestic  yessels : 

Entered 

Cleared 


63 

47 


100 


735 
730 


Total 1,465 

Net  tonnage  of  veaeela  owned  at  this  part. 

Steamers 12,234 

Sailing  vessels 37,257 

Barges 17,732 


Total 67,323 

Arrivals  and  departure  of  vessels. 
[Draft,  0  to  22  feet;  tonnage,  100  to  2,000  toni}.] 


Kind  of  vessel. 


Steamers  of  all  kinds 

Soiling  vessels 

Barges  in  tow,  scows,  etc. 


Total 


Number 

of  round 

trips. 


18,250 
7,500 
7.000 


28,060 


Aggregnte 

tonnnj^o  of 

all  trips. 


2,050,000 
4, 780, 000 
8, 100, 000 


10, 830, 000 


Freight  received  and  shijyped,  coastirise  only. 


Chief  articles 

• 

Coal  received  and  sliippod 

Iron  received  and  sbipped 

Lumber  received,  74,000,000  feet 

Ovsters,  received  and  shippe<l 

Miscellaneous  merchandise : 

Received 

Shipped 

Total 


Tons. 


875,  GOD 

I2G,  UOO 

121.000 

72,000 

876.000 
882,000 


3,052,000 


Estimated 
value. 


12,060,000 

4, 125, 000 

2,100,000 

760,000 

110,850,000 
129,400,000 


250,105,000 


The  al)oye  figures  show  a  decrease  in  tonnage  of  freight  nnder  that  reported  for 
the  year  1895  of  243,900  tons,  which  is  the  result  of  diminished  husiness  occasioned 
hy  the  depression  of  the  times. 

No  hew  lines  of  transportation  haye  hoen  estahlished  since  January  1,  1896. 
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D  8. 

CONSTRUCTION  OF  BREAKWATERS  AT  NEW  HAVEN,  CONNECTICUT. 

The  present  project  for  this  work  consists  in  building  four  break- 
waters for  a  harbor  of  refuge  at  the  entrance  to  New  Haven  Harbor,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $2,151,134.  These  breakwaters  are  designated  as 
follows:  The  east,  the  Ludiugton  Eock,  the  west,  and  the  northeast, 
with  lengths,  respectively,  of  3,450  feet,  5,000  feet,  about  3,000  feet  and 
1,200  feet,  aggregating  12,650  linear  feet  Of  the  total  length  of  break- 
waters contemplated  in  the  project  there  have  been  built  to  this  date 
the  easty  3,450  feet  long;  4,500  of  the  Ludington  Bock,  and  1,490  fe^ 
of  the  west  breakwater,  making  a  total  of  9,440  feet,  and  leaving  3,210 
feet  to  complete.  The  part  built  has  not  the  originally  proposed  sec- 
tion, but  no  failures  have  occurred  due  to  that  cause,  and  in  the  absence 
of  any  the  reduced  section  would  seem  to  be  sufficient 

The  last  work  on  these  breakwaters  closed  on  February  1,  1897. 
Nothing  has  been  done  during  the  fiscal  year. 

Lights  have  been  and  are  now  maintained  on  the  Ludington  Bock 
and  west  breakwaters. 

New  HaveD,  tbo  port  of  on  try  for  the  collection  district  of  New  Haven,  is  sitaated 
at  the  bead  of  New  Haven  Harbor,  abont  4  miles  north  of  the  breakwaters. 

Tbere  is  a  ligbt-bonse  on  Sontbwest  Ledge,  tbe  west  terminus  of  tbe  east  break- 
water. 

Fort  Tmmbull,  New  London  Harbor,  42  miles  east,  is  tbe  nearest  work  of  defense. 

Money  statement 


Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year. 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended  . . 
July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 


$4,123.69 
1,585.4^ 

2, 538. 21 
125.00 


July  1, 1898,  balance  available 


2, 413. 21 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1, 316, 134.00 

Amount  tbat  oau  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 

i      30,1900 200,000.00 

I  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
t     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

Appropriations  for  constructing  breakwater  at  New  Hayen^  Conn., 
have  been  made  as  follows: 


Application. 


Easterly  breakwater. 
I>o 


Do. 

no 

l>o, 

Do 

Do. 


Middle  or  LudIu;;;ton 


Do 


Hock  breakwater. 


Middle  and  weat  breakwaters 
West  breakwater 


Total 


Mar. 
Jnne 
Mar. 
Aug. 
Jnly 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Sent 
Jnly 
Aug. 
June 


8,1879 

14,1880 

3,1881 

2,1883 

6,1884 

5,1886 

11,1888 

10,1890 

18,189? 

18,1894 

3,1896 


Amoont. 


930,000 

30,000 

60.000 

60,000 

40,000 

75,000 

75,000 

120,000 

120,000 

12S,000 

100,000 

885,000 
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OOMMBRCIAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  CALENDAR  YSAR  1897. 

These  statistics  have  been  asked  for,  but  have  not  been  received.  The  last  state- 
ment obtained  was  for  1895,  which  was  as  follows : 

Veisels  pMsing  New  Haven  hreakwater. 

Men-of-war 16 

Steamers  of  all  kinds 43,200 

Steamships 1,800 

Ships,  barks,  and  brigs 1, 690 

Schooners  and  sloops  of  all  kinds 54,250 

Barges  in  tow,  scows,  etc 50,400 

Total 151,366 

These  records  are  not  complete,  as  some  vessels  pass  nnobserved  in  the  night  or  in 
thick  weather. 

Dnring  the  year  past  92  vessels  have  been  observed  under  and  close  to  the  break- 
water for  refuge,  and  in  the  month  of  the  harbor,  partly  under  the  protection  of  the 
breakwaters,  0,925  vessels  have  been  observed. 


D  g. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  HOUSATONIC  RIVER,  CONNECTICUT. 

The  present  project  for  this  work  consists  in  making  and  maintain- 
ing a  channel  7  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  from  Long  Island  Sound 
to  the  head  of  navigation,  abont  13  miles,  to  be  100  feet  wide  in  the 
river  and  200  feet  wide  over  the  bar  at  the  month,  by  dredging,  remov- 
ing Drews  Bock,  bnilding  a  jetty  at  Sow  and  Figs  Beef,  a  dike  at  the 
bend  below  Stratford,  and  a  breakwater  5,750  feet  long  to  protect  the 
channel  over  the  bar  at  the  month  of  the  river,  all  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $275,500.  Up  to  July  1, 1897,  this  project  required  only  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  breakwater,  a  slight  extension  of  the  dike,  and  dredging 
on  the  bars  to  make  it  complete. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  work  had  just  been  commenced 
under  a  contract  with  J.  P.  Banderson,  dated  March  11, 1897,  for  dredg- 
ing about  59,000  cubic  yards  of  material  at  23.5  cents  per  cubic  yard, 
the  material  to  be  taken  out  of  the  river.  Subsequently  an  agree- 
ment was  made  for  placing  the  material  upon  the  shore  above  high- 
water  mark  at  20  cents  per  yard.  Dredging  under  this  contract  was 
continued  to  October  23, 1897,  and  completed  on  that  date. 

The  total  amount  of  material  removed  during  the  fiscal  year  was 
53,355  cubic  yards,  and  that,  together  with  1,323  cubic  yards  dredged 
from  Mill  Bar  the  last  three  days  in  June,  1897,  made  the  total  amount 
removed  under  the  contract  54,078  yards,  of  which  49,906  yards  were 
pumped  ashore  at  Oronock,  and  the  remainder,  4,772  yards,  was  dumped 
in  Long  Island  Sound.  The  location  of  the  dredging  and  amounts  of 
material  removed  were  as  follows: 

From —  '  Cnbio  yards. 

MiUBar 24,192 

Oronock  Bar 7,926 

Camp-Meeting  Grounds  Bar 5,791 

Drews  Bar 14,330 

Two-Mile  Island  Bar 2,609 

Total,  including  1,323  yards  dredged  in  1897 54,678 
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Obannels  of  from  75  to  100  feet  in  width  and  7  feet  deep  at  mean 
low  water  were  made  through  all  the  bars  where  dredging  was  required 
above  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

During  the  fiscal  year  a  small  light  was  maintained  on  the  outer  end 
of  the  breakwater  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

The  Hoiisatonic  River  is  the  boundftry  between  the  collection  distriote  of  Kev 
Haven  and  Fairfield.  The  nearest  light-honse  is  on  Stratford  Point,  at  the  month  of 
the  river.  The  nearest  work  of  defense  is  Port  Schuyler,  Throgs  Neck,  about  43 
miles  to  the  southwest. 

Money  statement. 

Jnly  1, 1S97,  balance  nnezx>ended $14^918.37 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 13,087.87 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,830.50 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 62, 000. 00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  annual  maintenance 4, 000. 00 

Amonntthatcanbeprontably expendedin fiscal yearendingJuneSO,  1900  2o, 000.00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

Appropriations  for  improving  Housatonic  Biver,  Connecticut,  have 
been  made  as  follows: 


Application. 


Sow  and  Pigs  Jetty,  dredging 

Drew  Kuok  Jetty,  aredging 

Dredging 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Removing  Drew  Knck  and  Jetty  in  1887. . . 

Do 

Do 

Commencing  breakwater,  dredeing 

Extending  breakwater,  dredgiug 

Extending  breakwater,  dike  ana  dredging. 

Do 

Enlarging  breakwater  and  dredging 


Total 


Mar.  8,1871 
Jane  10, 1872 
Mar.  3,1873 
June  23, 1874 
Mar.  3,1875 
June  18, 1878 
June  14, 1880 
Mar.  3,1881 
Aag.  2,18K2 
July  6.1884 
Aag.  6,1886 
Aug.  11, 1888 
Sept.  10, 1880 
Jnly  18, 1892 
Aag.  18, 1894 
June  3,1896 


Amoaat. 


^U.OOO 

15.000 

10.000 

10.000 

6,001 

5,000 

2.000 

2,000 

2,000 

2,500 

5.O00 

35,000 

35.000 

20,000 

25,000 

25,000 


213,500 


Abstract  of  prqposaU  for  dredging  in  the  Housatonic  River ^  Connecticut,  opened  h^  Maj. 

Smith  S.  Leachy  Corps  of  Engineers,  December  £S,  1896. 

[Estimated  yardage,  60,000  oabio  yards.] 


No. 


la 

2 

8 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


Jolin  P.  Banderson.  Albany,  N.  Y 

Emory  R.  Seward,  Albany ,'N.  Y 

Hartrord  Dredging  Co.,  Hartford,  Conn. 


Price 

per  cubic 

yard. 


CentJf. 
23i 
35  , 
24 


Total. 


$11,750 
17, 500 
12,000 


a  Accepted. 
Contrad  in  force  June  SO,  1897,  for  dredging  in  the  Housatonic  River,  Connecticut, 


Name  of  oontraotor. 

Date  of 
contract. 

Date  of 
approval. 

Work  begun. 

Contrael 
ezpirsA. 

Jobn  P.  Randereon 

Jan.  14,1897 

Feb.  13, 1897 

Jnne28,1897 

Deo.  31.1897 
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OOMMSBOIAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THS  CALBNDAB  TXAB  1897. 

(Thfoagh  oouxlMy  of  Otpt.  John  MoKoil,  hirbm  naotar  rt  Bri4flv«l J 

ArrhmU  tmd  departmrm  of  vesHli. 

[DmftkStotfiwt}  tonnAft,  t  to  4N  ton*.] 


XkidofTOMOl. 


Kmnber 

ottwai. 

trips. 


tonnaffeof 


tnpi 


■UtiTpi. 


BtMmien  o#  *n  kinds 
teUlngyeMelo 

Totol 


4S.700 
18,760 
42,280 


107,700 


Freight  teeeitei  amd  $Mpped  hy  wofor. 


OUofttitelM. 


Oool , 

Iron 

Lnmber,  1,000,000  ftoi 

O/oten 

witftfllsnoiwn  ••-■.•*. 

TotiJ 


KiittmatiMl 
▼alae. 


$270,500 
21,000 
•2,600 
07,000 
45,000 


460.000 


11i«  ftbonre  figures  inolade  the  tonii9(;e  of  fhe  oyster  indnstry  at  month  of  riTer  bat 
do  not  inolnde  the  large  namher  of  small  vessels  which  are  employed  in  same.  These 
flgores  show  an  increase  of  8,658  tons  oyer  the  tonnage  reported  for  1^96. 

M  new  lines  of  transportation  liaye  heen  sstahlished  during  the  isoal  year. 


D  zo. 


mPROVEMENT  OF  BRIDGEPOBT  HABBOB,  COKNECTICTrr. 

The  present  project  for  this  work  is  to  make  and  maintain  a  channel 
firom  Long  Island  Sound  to  the  head  of  navigation,  to  be  15  feet  deep 
at  mean  low  water  and  300  feet  wide  np  to  the  Inner  Beacon ;  thence  to 
the  Lower  Bridge  to  be  15  feet  deep  and  200  feet  wide,  with  increased 
width  of  12  feet  depth  for  anchorage,  and  with  a  12-foot  channel  200 
feet  wide  to  the  causeway  at  Yellow  Mill  Pond ;  above  the  lower  bridge 
to  be  9  feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide;  and  to  protect  the  channel  and 
harbor  by  a  breakwater  from  the  east  shore  at  the  harbor's  montii  and 
one  from  the  Tongue  to  the  Inner  Beacon,  all  at  an  estimated  oost  of 
$385,000. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  a  contract  with  Gtoorge  D.  Beards- 
ley,  dated  December  28,  1806,  and  expiring  December  31,  1897,  for 
dredging  about  140,000  cubic  yards  of  material  at  10  cents  per  yard, 
was  in  force,  but  work  had  not  been  commenced. 

Work  under  this  contract  was  commenced  on  August  3, 1897,  and 
continued  until  October  5, 1897,  at  which  time  the  plant  was  with<^awn 
to  work  on  a  contract  at  Five  Mile  Biver.  Mr.  Beardsley  finished  his 
contract  at  Five  Mile  Biver,  and  then  resumed  work  at  Bridgeport  on 
December  6.  Work  was  suspended  to  make  alterations  to  tiie  dredge 
on  December  11, 1897,  was  resumed  on  January  7, 1898,  and  continued 
to  June  18, 1898,  upon  which  date  the  contract  was  completed.  The 
contract  was  twice  extended,  the  last  time  to  July  16, 1898. 
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One  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thonsand  seven  hundred  cubic  yards 
of  material  were  removed  under  this  contract  during  the  fiscal  year. 
The  work  done  was  to  extend  the  15-foot  channel,  with  width  of  220 
feet,  a  length  of  1,200  feet  north,  or  to  the  Inner  Beacon,  and  to  widen 
it  to  220  feet  for  a  length  of  4,400  feet,  where  the  widths  were  from  60 
to  100  feet.  This  makes  the  entrance  channel  220  feet  wide  and  15  feet 
deep  at  mean  low  water  from  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  to  the  Inner 
Beacon,  a  distance  of  5,600  linear  feet. 

The  above  work  of  the  fiscal  year  was  executed  under  the  appropria- 
tion of  June  3, 1896,  of  $28,000,  of  which  $10,000  is  to  be  applied  to 
the  channel  to  the  Yellow  Mill  Bridge  as  soon  as  a  drawbridge  shall  be 
built.  Plans  for  this  bridge  have  been  approved,  but  no  work  has 
been  done;  therefore  this  part  of  the  appropriation  is  still  unexpended, 
but  its  expenditure  is  now  authorized  by  the  sundry  civil  act  of  July  1, 
1898. 

Bridgeport,  the  port  of  enti^  for  the  coUection  dietriot  of  Fairfield,  ie  sitoAted 
aboat  2  miles  from  Long  Island  Sound,  at  the  head  of  Bridgeport  Harbor.  There  is 
a  light-house  at  the  entranise  to  the  harbor,  and  a  small  harbor  light  at  the  Inner 
Beacon. 

Fort  Schuyler,  Throgs  Neck,  at  the  head  of  Long  Island  Somid,  is  aboat  41  miles 
to  the  southwest,  and  Is  the  nearest  work  of  defense. 


JfoM^  statemmt 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended • $26^044.96 

June  90,  18SS,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year..... 15,691.96 

July  1, 1896,  balance  unexpended IOl 362.99 

July  1, 1896,  outstanding  liabilities 100. 00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 10,252.99 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 87, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  prontably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  80, 1900  50, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  riyer  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

Appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  Bridgeport  Harbori  Ck>n- 
necticnt,  have  been  made  as  follows: 


Application. 


]>red|ciiig 
Dredging 
Dredging 
Dredging 
Dredging 
Dredging 
Dredging 
Dredging 
Dredging 
Dredging 

Dredging 
Dredging 

Do!.'I 
Dredging 
Dredging 
Dredging 
Dredging 
Dredging 


oaterbar 

oater  and  inner  bars 

and  621  feet  of  breakwater 

and  850  feet  of  breakwater 

inner  bar  and  upper  harbor 

bridge  to  Long  Xahuid  Sound  (9  feet) 

bridge  to  Long  Island  Sound  (12  feet) .... 

nppw  harbor  (O^Bet) 

above  bridge  and  outer  bar  (9  and  12  feet) 
bridge  to  l^ng  Island  Sound  (12  feet)  .... 


about  Inner  Beacon  (12  feet) 

between  Inner  Beacon  and  railway  wharf  (12  ftet) 


i^bove  hone-railroad  bridge  (9  feet) 

and  breakwater  at  Tongue 

between  Inner  Beacon  and  Nangatuok  Wharf.. 

outer  bar  (15  feet) 

between  Outer  Beacon  and  Long  Island  Sound. 


Total 


July 
Aug. 
Mar. 
Jane 
Mar. 
June 
Mar. 
Aug. 
June 
Mar. 
June 
Mar. 
Aug. 
July 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Sept. 
July 
Aug. 
June 


4.18M 
80,1852 

8,1871 
10,1872 

8,1878 
28,1874 

8,1875 
14, 1876 
18,1878 

3,1879 
14,1880 

8,1881 

2,1882 

6,1884 

5,1888 
11,1688 
19,1890 
18,1892 
18,1894 

8,1896 


$10,006 
10,000 
20,000 
40,000 
80.000 
20.006 
15,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,090 
10.000 
16,000 
16,000 
6.000 
26.000 
10,000 
20,000 
20,000 
10,000 


318.000 
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Ah$traei  of  proposaU  far  dredging  in  Bridgeport  Harhor,  Connecticut,  opened  5y  Mt^, 

SmOk  8.  Leach,  Corpe  of  Engineere,  December  17,  IS96, 

[SsUiiuited  ytrdaffe,  140,000  «ablo  yavdt.) 


Va 


Kama  and  addren  of  blddor. 


Piloe 

pwenbto 

TMiL 

jmrd. 

(knU. 

10 

$14,000.00 

17 

38,800.00 

17 

28,800.00 

10 

•  81,000.00 

lol 
8 

3 

4 


George  B.  Beardiley,  Bridgeport,  Conn 

E.R.^wmrd.  Albany,  N.Y 

International  Conatrnction  Co.,  Syraonae,  N,  Y. 
Alonxo  E.  Smith,  lalip,  N.  Y 


aAooepted. 


(hntraci  in  force  for  dredging  In  Bridgeport  Harbor,  CannectUmt, 


Httne  of  contractor. 

Bate  of 
ooniraot. 

Date  of 
"tkpproyal. 

Work  began. 

Contract 
expiree. 

OeoTgeB«  Beafdaley. ■•■•••■••••>•■■•••>••■■■ 

1)00.88,1800 

Fbb.   1,1887 

Aug.  8,1807 

a  Dee.  81, 1887 

a  Bxtended  to  Joly,  10, 1888. 


OOMMCRCIAL  STATISTICd  90B  tHB  YBAB  1897. 
[Throngh  oonrteay  of  F.  J.  Karamore,  eolleotor  of  enatoma.) 

foreign* 

Valne  of  Imports $248,560 

Bevenne  receipts,  duties  on  imports..  •• 74,470 


Foreign  yessels : 
Entered  .... 
Cleared 


Total 


Domestic  yenels: 

Entered 

Cleared 


Total 


6 
6 


12 


8 
8 


6 


Net  tonnage  ofveeeeU  owned  at  thieporU 


Sailing 

Total 


Tods. 


The  number  of  vessels  (66)  given  as  owned  at  this  port  only  covers  those  or  over 
6  tons  measarement;  of  smaller  there  are  very  many  more  than  this,  of  which  1  have 
no  list. 
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COMMXHCIAL  BTATXSTIC0  FOB  THX  TKAB  1897. 
(Tbrongb  oourtMy  •/  Ctapl.  John  MoKoU,  bavbor  master  of  BiUgaport.] 

[DnAUtolBliBefei  tauuiga»  100  to  MOO 


Kind  of 


Steamers 

Bailing  Teasels ... . 
Barges 

Total 


NnoBber 

of  romtd 

trips. 


toDBaoesf 
atl^a. 


7,  TOT 
5,007 
5,500 


\ 


1,000,00 


10,604 


In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  375  veoaelo.  inclading  small  steamers  and  sail- 
ing vesselSy  engaged  in  the  oyster  indostry  of  tnis  port. 

Over  300,000  bushels  of  oysters  have  been  sold  firom  here  daring  the  past  year| 
business  being  carried  on  by  above  vessels. 

JPMgKt  received  and  eJdpped  5y  loalsr. 


valns. 


Seoeipta... 
Sbipments . 

Total 


700,006 
000,878 


t08;78t.» 


1,081,970 


OOCOmOM 


The  above  flffues  ehow  an  inerease  of  05.766  tono  above  thai  reported  for  1896. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-four  vessels  dnnng  the  past  year  have  been  reboilt  and 
repaired,  and  four  Hew  ones  have  been  hnilt  nere. 

New  lines  of  transportation  established  during  the  fisoal  year,  none. 

The  Bridgeport  and  Port  Jefferson  Steamboat  Company  have  increased  their  ear- 
rying  fiMilities  by  the  building  of  a  much  larger  steamer  than  the  JfonoiMfilie^  now 
in  nse. 

Our  vessels  amving  hero  now  have  deereased  in  numben  but  increased  in  tomtrngi^ 


D  zx. 

mPROYEMENT  OF  SAUGATUOK  RIVER  AND  WESTPOBT  HABBOB. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  present  project  for  this  work,  adopted  in  1892  and  modified  Jane 
3, 1896,  consists  in  dredging  a  channel  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water 
and  60  feet  wide  np  to  the  village  of  Westport,  in  removing  rocks  and 
bowlders  firom  the  channel,  and  in  repairing  the  breakwater  at  Oedar 
Point,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $18,000. 

On  Jnly  1, 1897,  the  channel  had  been  dredged  40  to  60  fleet  wide  and 
4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  to  the  lowest  wharf  at  Westport,  and 
vessels  of  10  feet  draft  conld  reach  that  point  at  high  tide. 

The  breakwater  had  been  repaired  and  extended  up  tiie  beach  SO 
feet.    Thirty-six  tons  of  rock  had  been  removed  from  the  channeL 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  nuder  the  appropriation  of  Jane 
3, 1896,  a  contract  with  T.  A.  Scott,  dated  March  11, 1897,  for  removal 
of  bowlders  at  97  per  ton,  had  jnst  been  commenced,  and  36  tons  of 
bowlders  had  been  removed. 

Work  nnder  this  contract  was  continned  to  Jnly  7, 1897,  npon  which 
date  it  was  completed.    Sixigr-seven  tons  of  rock  were  removed  daring 
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the  fiscal  year,  making  the  total  amoant  removed  under  the  contract 
103  tonS)  "Which  safficed  to  clear  the  natural  channel  from  the  railroad 
bridge  at  Westport,  although  some  bowlders  still  remain  on  the  borders 
of  the  channel. 

Saoffataok  River  is  in  the  Fairfield  eolleotloii  diifriot,  of  which  Bridgeport  is  the 

Sort  of  entiy.    The  neavest  Ught-hoase  is  on  Sheffield  Island,  5  milee  soatheast  ftom 
tie  river's  month.    Fort  Schayler,  Throgs  Keok,  at  the  head  of  Long  Island  Soond, 
83  miles  sonthwest,  is  the  nearest  work  of  defense. 

Money  Btatemeni. 

Jnly  1. 1897Vbalance unexpended $1,829.80 

June  SO,  18w,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 780. 30 


July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 


549.10 


(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  eomp^tion  of  existing  project 5,  OOO.  00 

Amonntthat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  Jane  80, 1900  6, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compUance  With  Requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  aots  of  1886  and  1887  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

Appropriations  for  this  harbor  have  been  made  as  follows: 


Tille. 


9nrymf  of  river  sod  harbor  of  Sengalaok. . 

BemoTinir  obBtractiona  in  river  and  pro- 
teottnjfnarbor  at  Cedar  Point. 

BemorinjE  obstmotiona  in  river 

Tm  ftirffier  aeoiirttit  the  beaoh  at  Cedar 
Point. 

Harbor  of  Weetport. 

Do 

Do 

Deepening  and  Improring  Weetport  Har- 
bor, nnexpendea  balance  reverted  to 
Treaavry  Ml  1870;  reappropriated  in  1871. 

Weetport  Harbor 


Sangatnek  Biver,  improTement  of  the  nat* 

nxml  dbannel. 
Sangatnek  River,  for  ceiBpletloB...b ••...., 
Weetport  Harbor,  Connectiont 


Tbtal. 


Ai^Boation. 


Snrvey...  ■•>■.. ••.••.•■•..>•>-•■ 

Chiefly  ooustmcting  breakwater 

at  Cedar  Point 
As  stated,  location  not  known  . . 
Oontinnlng  breakwater 


Canal  oonatmetion 

.....do 

....do 

Chiefly  in  anrv^a  in  187S. 


Repairing  and  extending  break- 
water ea  Cedar  Point 
Dredging 


.do 


Remoral  of  rooka  and  repair  of 


III  i  I 


Date. 


May  10,1828 


Apr.  30, 1830 
Jwy   4,1880 


do  .••... 

Umy  8.1887 
Jniy  7,1888 
Kar.  8,1807 


July  11,1870 

July  18, 1808 

Ang.18,1804 
Jane  8,1806 


Amoant 


1400 


1,000 

8,000 

8,784 
4,782 
2,600 


2,600 

7,000 

8,000 
8,000 


82,444 


The  appropriations  rinoe  1882  have  been  applied  to  the  present  projeol. 


Jftttroef  (if  prapoBaUfor  removal  of  howld&rB  firom  Saugatuck  River,  Conneoiiouif  opoHod 
ojfM^i,  Smith  8.  Leaek,  Corpe  of  Bngineere,  JMrnarff  iS,  1897. 

[Batimated  tonnage,  100  groea  tone.] 


rfM*i 


Ka 


I 

ea 

4 


Haite  and  addreaa  of  bidder. 


Price  per 
gioeston. 


John  Beattle,  Leete  Island,  Conn 

Thomas  A.  Scott  New  London,  Conn. 

D.  Toomey,  Gnilford,  Conn 

Jamee  &  Rogera,  Plattsbnrg,  N.  Y. . . . 


Iiaoo 

7.00 

10.00 

8.00 


Total. 


11.000 

700 

1,000 


#  Accepted. 
Coniraet  in  force  for  removal  of  dowlderefrom  Saugatnek  Biner,  Conneeikiui, 


Name  of  contractor. 


T.A.8oott. 


Date  of 
contraot 


HaRll,18B7 


Date  of 
ippTOvnL 

Mar.  22, 1897 


W^oric  began. 


JaM28,1897 


Confaaet 
expirea. 

jQly    1»1807 
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COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THB  CALENDAR  TBAR  1897. 

These  have  been  asked  for,  bat  have  not  been  reoeived.    The  following  is  the 
leport  for  1896: 

Arrival  and  departure  of  veeeele. 

WX8TP0BT  HABBOB. 
P)rall,4 to  10| feet;  toniiAge, 60  to 800 tons.) 


Kinds  of  Teasels. 


Ssfling  Teesels 

Steamon  of  all  kinds 
Bttrges,  scows,  etc . ... 

Totsl 


Bonnd 
trips. 


tonnsgeef 
aU  trips. 


2,707 
10. 800 
18,000 


51,607 


JB^eighi  received  aiad  eMpped  5y  loaler. 


Chief  srtioles. 


Cosl 

Lumber  (426,000  feet,  B.  H.) 
MiscelUneoiu 

Totsl 


0,100 

887 

83,870 


88,607 


Bstimsted 


048,000 

8,500 

no,  100 


784»O08 


The  above  figures  show  an  inciease  of  4.567  in  tonnage  of  fireight  oyer  that 
reported  for  the  year  1895,  which  was  28,940  tons. 
No  new  lines  of  transportation  established  since  Jannary  1, 1898. 


D  za. 

DiPROVEliENT  OF  NORWALK  HARBOR,  CONNECTICUT. 

The  present  project  for  this  work,  adopted  August  17,  1894,  and 
extended  June  3, 1896,  provides  for  dredging  and  removing  the  shoal 
called  Ferrys  Point  on  the  west  side  of  the  channel,  between  the  rail- 
road dock  and  Jenning's  wharf,  making  6  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water, 
in  widening  two  bends  at  the  harbor  entrance,  making  a  depth  of  10 
feet  at  mean  low  water,  and  in  dredging  to  widen  to  150  feet  and  deepen 
to  10  feet  the  channel  at  mean  low  water  up  to  South  Norwalk. 

Estimated  cost,  $77,000,  and  $2,000  per  annum  for  maintenance. 

On  July  1, 1897,  Ferrys  Point  had  been  removed  and  the  bend  at 
Oyster  Shell  Point  reduced.  The  bends  at  harbor  entrance,  Keyser's 
Island,  and  Black  Buoy  Point  have  been  widened,  the  latter  to  full 
dimensions  proposed  and  the  former  about  half  completed.  The  chan- 
nel below  the  bridge  had  been  widened  40  feet  for  a  length  of  1,600  feet 
on  the  east  side  opposite  the  docks. 

Nothing  was  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 

Under  date  of  November  30, 1897,  a  report  upon  the  survey  of  the 
harbor  of  South  Norwalk,  authorized  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
June  3, 1896,  was  made;  and  estimates  were  submitted  for  deepening 
the  present  channel  above  the  railroad  bridge  to  8  feet  at  mean  low 
water,  at  a  cost  of  $13,200,  and  for  making  a  channel  to  East  Norwalk 
6  feet  deep  and  60  feet  wide,  at  a  cost  of  $5,760,  and  for  annual  mainte- 
nance at  a  cost  of  $2,500  per  aimam.    This  proposed  addition  to  the 
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present  project  was  approved  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  and  was 
referred  to  Congress  by  the  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  War  under  date 

of  December  8, 1897. 

> 

Norwalk  is  in  the  Fairohild  collection  district,  and  is  11  miles  west  of  Bridseporty 
the  port  of  entry.  Norwalk  light-honse  is  on  Sheffield  Island,  at  the  harbor  entrance. 
The  nearest  work  of  defense  is  Fort  Schayler,  Throgs  Neck,  at  the  head  of  Long 
Island  Sound,  about  29  miles  southwest. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1S97,  balance  unexpended $666.98 

June90|  18SKB,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 107.16 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 448.83 

(Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 62, 000. 00 
Amount  required  for  maintenance  annually 2,000.00 
Amoun  t  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  June  30, 1900    26, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  L867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

Appropriations  for  improving  Norwalk  Harbor,  Oonneoticat,  have 
been  made  as  follows: 


AppUofttion. 


Date. 


Amonntb 


Vor  previous  proJeote : 

Dred^g  (6  feet)  above  South  Norwalk 

Do*"*!lJJ!!i;*I!I"!!!!*";!i;!I!Il^!lli;ii;!«;iIi;i" 

Dredj^g  <6  feet)  below  Sonth  Norwalk 

nrvdging  (0  feet)  above  and  below  Sontb  Norwalk 

Dredging  (6  feet)  below  South  Norwalk 

Dndging  (8  feet)  below  and  (6  feet)  above  Sonth  Norwalk. 

nndging  (6  feet)  above  Soath  Norwalk 

Dredging  (8  feet)  below  Soath  Norwalk 

Dredging  (0  feet)  above  South  Norwalk 

Dredging  (6  feet)  above  and  (8  feet)  below  South  Norwalk. 


Total. 


IVir  present  prqjeot  adopted  18M ; 

Dredging  (8  feet)  atTerrys  Point 

Dredging  (10  feet)  below  South  Norwalk. 


June  10, 1872 
Mar.  3,1873 
June  23, 1874 
Mar.  8,1875 
June  18, 1878 
Mar.  8,1870 
June  14, 1880 
Mar.  8,1881 
Aug.  2,1882 
July  5,1884 
Aug.  5,1888 
Aug.  11, 1888 
8epil0,1880 


Aug.  18, 1804 
June  8,1898 


Total  for  present  prefect 

Tetal  appropriated  for  improvement  of  Norwalk  Harbor,  Oonneotiont. 


$10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

7,000 

8,000 

10,000 

5,000 

6,000 

5,000 

6,000 

8,000 

8,000 

4,000 


88,000 


15,000 
10,000 


26,000 


108,000 


GOMMSBCIAL  8TATI8T10S  FOB  THB  OALBNDAB  TSAR  1897. 


These  have  been  aeked  for,  bat  have  not  been  zeceivecL    The  following  is  the 
lepoit  16x1896: 

ArrioaU  and  departures  of  veeaeU. 
piralt,  4  to  14  feet;  tonnage,  60  to  000  tooa.] 


Kinds  of  vessels. 


Bound 
trips. 


Steamers  of  all  kinds 

Sailing  vessels 

Bsrges 

Total 


121 
257 


The  above  doee  not  inclnde  the  freqnent  trips  made  by  43  oyster  steamers  (total 
tonnage,  2,606  gross  tons)  and  nomeroos  small  sailboats  employed  in  the  oyster 
ladns&y. 
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Frdgkt  received  mnd  ekipped  by  iMifar. 


Chief  artielet. 


OmI 

Bvfldtog  Batorials 

XiMellMieoiit  materlAlt 
Ojttcn  aBd  tbeUfltk  ... 


Total 


isa,MO 


•.lBA.Mi 


The  above  figures  show  a  decrease  of  66,060  tons  fron  the  report  Ibr  the  ealeodsr 
year  1895,  when  901,006  tons  were  reported,  bat  the  estimated  Tnlne  of  the  freight 
is  $212,702  greater  for  1896  than  for  1895. 

No  new  luies  «f  transportation  hay»  been  established  doling  tha 


D  13. 

DCPBOYEMBirr  OF  FIVE-MILE  RIYEB  HARBOR,  OONRBCTIOI]T. 

The  adopted  project  for  this  harbor  oonsists  in  dredging  a  dumnel  8 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  and  100  feet  wide,  firom  Long  Island  Soond 
to  the  head  of  the  harbor,  a  distance  of  about  6,000  feet,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $45,000. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  a  contract  was  in  force  witti 
George  B.  Beardsley,  dated  December  28, 1896,  for  removing  aboat 
20JOOO  cubic  yards  of  material,  at  8^  cents  per  jirA. 

Work  under  this  contract  was  commenced  on  October  23,  1807,  and 
completed  on  December  1, 1897,  21,956  cubic  yards  of  material  having 
been  dredged.  Four  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty- three  cnbic  yards 
of  the  material  removed  were  harder  material  than  contracted  for  and 
payment  was  made  under  ''oral  agreement"  at  a  rate  of  14.3  oents  per 
yard.  The  work  done  under  the  contract  was  to  widen  the  dredged 
channel  about  40  i<Bet,  making  it  100  fset  wide  between  the  Sound 
entrance  and  the  lower  docks,  a  distance  of  2,250  feet,  and  to  remove  a 
small  shoal  which  had  formed  across  the  entire  width  of  the  channel 
near  its  mouth.  All  dredging  was  carried  to  a  depth  oiS  foet  at  mean 
low  water. 

Five-mile  River  is  in  the  Fairfield  oolleotion  district  and  is  about  13  miles  west  of 
Bridgeport,  the  port  of  entry.  The  nearest  light-honse  is  on  Sheffield  Island,  nearly 
3  miMs  ftom  the  month  of  the  harbor.  The  nearest  work  of  defense  is  Fort  Sehnylsr, 
at  the  head  of  Long  Island  Sonnd,  27  miles  southwest. 

Manejf  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended •••..    $2,688.16 

June  80, 1898^  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year •••• 2^416.66 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 275.60 

(Amount  Testimated)  required  for  oomnletion  of  existing  project 25, 000. 00 

Amount  tnat  oan  beprontably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  endinff  June  80^  1900  10^  000. 00 
Submitted  in  oompuanoe  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  rrrer  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oivU  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

Appropriations  for  improving  harbor  at  Five-mile  Biver,  Oomiecticiit^ 
have  been  made  as  follows : 


AppUoetioa. 


Biedglnf 


Do. 
Do, 
Do. 


Aiig.ll«lflK 
SraL  18,1800 
JiOylS^iaSS 
Auf.lS.18at 


8.001 


Total 
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JJbttnui  1/  propoBoU  for  dredging  in  Five-mile  River  ffarher,  Connecticut^  opm^  5y 
CapU  SmiUk  8,  Leaeh,  Carpe  of  Engimeere,  December  17, 1896* 

(btimated  yaidafs,  90,000  «a]do  yttds.] 


Va 


Vmm  anA  ■ddre«  of  Uditar. 


Prfoe 

pwoabio 

IMd. 

yazd. 

OmU, 

4 

•Id,  700 

4,175 

12 

S.400 

24 

4.800 

121 

3,550 

U 

S,800 

I 
i 

8 

4 

6 

• 


GcargBjB.  Boudslsy,  Brldcvport^  Oofmi 


Edgar  If.  Payn,  AIdbdj  . 

Kewbonr  Dredging  Co..  Newbnrg,  N.  T. 

▲lomio  fi.  Smith,  IsUp,  V.  T 

WilUam  H.  Taylor,  Jr..  Jenev  City,  H.  J. 
John  P.  Bandenon,  Albany,  N.  T. 


•Aooepted. 
Confraet  in  foroe  for  dredging  in  Fivo-mUe  Eiver  SarhoTf  CohmoMmI. 


Name  of  contraetor. 

Date  of 

contract. 

Date  of 

approral. 

Work  began. 

Omtraet 
expiiea. 

fluargii B  Bi)ardaliiT.«««*a>. ■■••••«•»«•■>*•>*- 

Dec  88, 1890 

VeK    1,1897 

Oct  18,1887 

Dee.   81,1887 

oomcaiioiAL  btatisticb  vob  thb  OAunn>AB  tsab  1887. 
ArrivaU  and  depa/rturee  of  veiMlf. 

FIVS-MILB  BIVBB  HABBOB. 
[Draft,8  to 8 feet;  tonnage,  40  to  104  groaa  tona.) 


Bind  of  Tceaela. 


Steamera  (indnding  eyater  ateamera) 
Bailing 


TetaL. 


Ifmiber 

of  round 

tripe. 


1,000 
07,600 


8,608 


•  Inolndee  the  nnmerona  tripe  made  by  aboat  40  small  oyster  boate. 
height  received  and  ehipped  5y  loaler. 


CShief  artiolea. 


Tone. 


Betimated 
Talne. 


Bioeiptai 
Coal 


Oysters 

luaoeUaneons  (not  otherwise  included) 


Total  reee^te 


Shipments: 

Oyatera,  prodnce,  ete.,  ef  which  8,000  tone  were  oystera  for  shipment  to 

Bnrope 

Other  fransacttona  in  oyatera  and  dams,  salee  to  dealers,  plantera,  and  con- 


snmers,  about 
Oyster  sheila  ... 


Total  shipments. 


1,600 

7,180 

800 


8,960 


3,000 

6,180 
1,000 


8,180 


90,000 

149, 167 

1,500 


168,007 


64,107 

08,000 
8,080 


163,347 


The  above  fiflnues  show  an  increase  of  5,862  tons  oyer  the  last  report  received,  that 
of  1895. 
No  new  lines  of  transportation  established  since  January  1, 1897. 
All  of  the  above  figures  are  estimates  based  upon  thabMtii^Q^Tm&^^T^^^^MaAicSssk, 
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D  14. 

DfPEOVEMENT  OF  STAMFORD  HARBOR,  CONNECTICUT. 

The  approved  project  for  this  harbor  consists  in  dredging  to  make 
channels  in  the  East  and  West  branches.  That  in  the  West  Branch  is 
to  be  about  1^  miles  long,  150  feet  wide,  and  7  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water,  with  a  basin  between  harbor  lines  at  its  head,  and  the  one  in 
the  Bast  Branch  to  be  100  feet  wide  and  9  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water 
for  a  length  of  8,5^  feet,  and  thence  to  the  head  of  the  harbor  aboat 
1,200  feet  with  same  depth  and  width  of  50  feet;  all  at  a  total  esti- 
mated cost  of  $123,500. 

Up  to  Jnly  1, 1897,  the  channel  in  the  East  Branch  had  been  exca- 
vated fall  length  and  depth,  bat  with  reduced  width.  That  in  the 
West  Branch  had  been  dug  to  fhll  depth  and  redaced  width  for  about 
half  its  length. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  a  contract  with  Mr.  Frank  H. 
Brainard,  dated  December  28, 1896,  for  the  removal  of  about  80.000 
cubic  yiurds  of  material  from  the  West  Branch,  at  9^  cents  per  yard,  had 
just  been  commenced,  the  amount  of  material  removed  to  that  date 
having  been  7,034  cubic  yards. 

Work  on  this  contract  was  completed  on  August  30,  1897,  72,133 
cubic  yards  of  material  having  been  dredged  during  the  fiscal  year, 
making  the  total  amount  under  the  contract  79,167  cubic  yards,  most 
of  the  material  being  sand,  mud,  and  graveL  Two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  cubic  yards  of  the  material  removed  were  hardpan, 
for  the  removal  of  which,  under  <<oral  agreement,"  25  cents  per  cubic 
yard  was  paid.  The  contractor  was  also  paid  $51  for  six  hoars'  work 
upon  the  removal  of  two  large  bowlders  from  the  channeL  The  work 
done  under  the  contract  was  to  extend  the  proposed  channel  for  fall 
width  of  150  feet  from  Oooks  Point  to  the  middle  docks,  a  distance  of 
about  half  a  mile;  also,  to  widen  the  channel  below  Oooks  Point  about 
40  feet,  making  it  the  full  project  width  of  about  150  feet.  This  com- 
pletes the  improvement  of  the  West  Branch  from  the  entrance  to  the 
middle  docks,  a  distance  of  about  a  mile.  The  basin  at  the  head  still 
remains  to  be  dredged. 

No  work  was  done  in  the  East  Branch  during  the  fiscal  year. 

Stamford  Harbor  is  in  the  Fairfield  collection  district,  of  which  Bridgeport  is  the 
port  of  entry.  There  is  a  lisht-house  on  the  middle-ground  at  the  harbor  entrance. 
The  nearest  work  of  defense  is  Fort  Schuyler,  Throgs  Neck,  20  miles  to  the  Bonth west 

Mcne!/  statement 

July  1,1897,  balance  nnexpended $9,370.96 

Jane  90, 18943,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 8,570.48 

July  1>  1898,  balance  nnexpended 706.47 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing;  project 88, 500. 00 

Amountthatcanbeprofitablvexpeudedinfiscal  vearendine JnneSO,  1900  25, 000.00 
Submitted  In  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  riTer  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiTil  act  of  June  4,  1887. 
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Appropriations  for  improving  Stamford  Harbor,  Oonneotioaty  have 
been  made  as  follows: 


ApplieatloiL 


Date. 


Amount. 


Fttr  prarions  projeoto : 


pranons  projeou : 

iJrad^g  west  Braooh  6  fbet  deep. 


Do.' 


Ang.  B|1886 
Aug.  11, 1888 
Sepil9,1890 


Totel 
For  the 


the  preeent  pniJeot : 

Dreoging  ana  rook  remoTal,  BastBranoh,  $18,800;  diedgingWeet  Branch, 

$i.ao 

Dredgiiig  and  rook  removal.  Bast  Branch,  85,000 ;  uedging  Weat  Branch, 

Dredging  West  Branch I 

Total 


July  18, 1883 

Ang.  18, 1894 
Jane  8,1888 


$10,000 
8,000 

6,000 


20,000 


15.000 

10,000 
10,000 


86.000 


Abatraat  0/  propoBaU  for  dredging  in  Stamford  Harhcr,  ConneeHeni^  opened  hy  CapU 

BmiiK  8,  Leach,  Corps  of  Engineers,  Dooemher  17, 1896. 

[Satfanated  yazdage,  80,000  oahio  yarda.] 


Va 


Kame  and  addzeee  of  Udder. 


Prioe 

peronhio 

yard. 


TotaL 


1 
2 
8 
a4 
6 
6 
7 
• 


Bdgar  ILPajn,  Albany,  N.Y 

Kewhorgh  Imdglng  Co.,  Newhnrgh,  V.  Y 

B.  B.  Seward,  Albany,  N.  Y 

Frank  H.  Bralnard,  Kew  York,  N.  Y 

Alonio  X.  Smith,  Islip,  K.  Y 


ONUt. 


Hartford  Dredging  Co.,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Wdl  BL  Taylor,  Jr.,  Jersey  01^,  N. 
John  P.  Banderaon,  Albany,  li.  Y. 


WDi.BLTaylor,Jr.,Jer8ey  Clty,lff.J «. 


16 
lOA 


$16,720 
11,100 
11,600 

7,600 
12,800 

8,820 
11,200 

8,800 


aAooepted. 
Chntraei  in  force  for  dredging  in  Stanford  Harbor,  Ckmneotteui. 


Kame  of  eontmotor. 

Date  of 
contrast 

Date  of 
approvaL 

Work  began. 

Oontmel 
expiree. 

Trmlr  Ht  Brainard...«» 

Dee.  IB,  1886 

Jan.  16, 1807 

Jane  28, 1807 

Dee.  81, 1807 

OOMMBRCIAL  STAHSTIOB  FOB  THB  CALXMDAB  TBAB  1897. 

These  have  been  asked  for,  bat  bare  not  been  reoeiyed.    The  following  is  the 
lepori  for  1896: 

[Throngh  the  ooorteay  of  Mr.  XL  B.  Qoddard,  deputy  ooUeetor  of  eostomB.] 

Arrival  and  departure  of  vessels. 
[Drafti  6  to  16  Ibeti  tonnage,  20  to  860  tons.] 


Bind  of  Teasels. 


Boand 
tripa. 


Steamers 

SaUing 

Barges. 


Total. 


1,166 
407 
687 

2,210 


972        B£POBT  OF  THE   CHIEF   OP   EKGINEERfl,  U.  8.  AB1C7. 

t^Hffki  reetk}ed  Mil  Mpped  hp  wmUr, 


OUlfif  AltlolM. 


ooia 

Building  iDAterialt •••• 

Mftoelkneocw. • ^-^fc* 

TDtid 


8M.O0O 


ra,768 


|ttl,OM 


U,tlfl^<f7 


The  above  figures  show  an  increase  of  153,262  tons  of  freight  above  fhAt  rqwrted 
for  1896,  which  was  220,506  tons. 

Lines  of  transportation  established  si(ioe  January  1, 1896:  The  steam-screw  TMsel 
Drfemder  has  been  running  to  Northport,  L.  I.,  since  ICay  1, 1897,  and  is  known  as 
the  Stamford  and  Northport  Ferry  Line. 

Thia  report  includes  all  the  harbor  of  Stamford,  east  and  west  ildea. 


D  15. 

DCPBOVBMSirr  OF  HARBOR  AT  C08COB  AND  IflANUB  RIVEB,  QOmsmO- 

TICUT. 

The  approved  project  for  tlie  barber  eoBflists  ib  dred^Dg  a  ekanBaA 
H  miles  in  leDgth,  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  150  foet  wide,  from 
the  6-foot  curve  in  the  harbor  to  the  bridge,  two-Hfths  mile,  and  tiienoe 
100  feet  wide  to  the  head,  foar-fifths  mile,  together  with  a  taming  baun 
near  the  lower  end  300  by  1,750  feet,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $54,000. 

On  Jnly  1, 1897^  the^upper  half  mile  of  the  channel  and  the  basin 
remained  to  be  done. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  work  had  jast  been  oommenoed 
under  a  contract  with  William  H.  Taylor,  jr.,  dated  December  30,  Ifi^ 
for  dredging  about  60,000  cubic  yards  of  matmal  from  the  basin,  at  9 
cents  per  yard. 

Work  under  the  contract  commenced  en  June  30, 1897.  and  1,87^ 
cubic  yards  of  mud  were  removed  on  that  day.  The  work  was  con- 
tinued from  that  date  and  completed  on  August  5, 1897,  the  amount  of 
mud  removed  during  the  fiscal  year  being  58,124  cubic  yards,  maUD^f 
the  total  amount  of  mud  dredged  under  the  contract  60,000  eume  yaid& 
The  work  was  all  applied  to  the  turning  basin,  completing  nearly  iiM 
east  half  of  the  area  designed  to  be  dredged. 

Cbeeob  Harbor  and  Mianns  River  are  in  the  eoU^Mtloil  diatrict  of  Fairfield,  CoDA^ 
of  which  Bridgeport  is  the  port  of  entry.  The  nearest  light-honse  is  on  Great  Cap- 
tains Island,  atN>at  2  miles  southwest  firom  the  harbor  entrance.  Fort  Sohnyla, 
Thiogs  Neck,  New  Tork,  18  miles  to  the  southwest^  is  the  nearest  work  of  defenssw 

Maneif  statetnmt 

Jnly  If  1897,  balance  nnezpended 87,667.59 

June  80, 18SKg,  amount  expended  during  SsosI  year ••••      6^007.43 

Joly  1, 1888,  balanoe  nnexpendad ..•••*•  ««*^«*..^ I,86ai6 

{Amount  ^estimated)  required  for  eompletlon  of  existinff  projeet .......  35,  OOOi 00 

Amountthat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  etadinff  JuneSO,  1900  10^  COOL  00 
Sobmitted  in  oommianee  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  rlTer  and 
harbor  acts  of  1868  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 
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Appropriations  for  improving  Oosoob  Harbor  and  Mianus  Bi  ver  have 
been  made  as  follows : 


Applioalloo. 


^^"»""^ 


Dndfliif  btlow  railmij  bridge. 
UnAgthg  above  railway  bridge . 
Tlradrinir  twrnlnif  htitii  ••••••.. 

^^^^m  ^'^V^^^r^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^^^U     ^^^^^^^^^^^      ^^^^^^    w^ 


Total 


July  IB,  IBM 
Aag.l8,l»4 
^aiia  BilBM 


Amoiml 


17.000 
4,000 
0,000 


10,000 


AJftraet  €/  profOioU  for  dredging  in  Cotooh  ffarhor  amd  Mianm  Mh&r,  CkmmeoUmi, 
opened  ty  CapU  Smith  8,  Leaek,  Corps  of  Bngineer8f  December  J7, 1896. 

[Brttmated  yardage,  00,000  onbio  yazda.] 


V<K 


1 
% 

B 

4 

•B 

0 
f 


Ka»e  and  addxeea  of  blddar. 


!»■   >  I 


Edgar  H.Payxi,  Albany,  K.  T 


Newburgh  nredgfng  Co.,  Kewbnrg,  K.  T 
-      ioR8»ith,Iani>.N^- 

Oity, 
John  P.  Bahdenon.  Albuiy.  N.  Y 


Alonao  K  Saiilh,  laOp,  N.  T 

Hartford  Dredging  Co.,  Hartford,  Conn 

Wm.  H.  Taylor, Jr.,  Jerioj  Oltv,  N.  J 


MoSpiiit,  Jeney  Oltgr.  V.  J. 


Priea 

peroabio 

yard. 


CImlf. 
21| 
IB 
14 


TotaL 


018.126 
0,000 
8,400 
5,580 
5,400 
7,060 
B^BBO 


•Aooapted. 
Confroef  In  foroe  for  dredging  In  Ooeooh  Hmrber  &nd  MianMe  Bieerf  ConneoUonL 


XTame  of  oontraotor. 

Date  of 
oontraet 

Date  of 
appvOTiU. 

Workb^gim. 

Ooatraot 
CKpIze^ 

"Wbi^  Taarlor.lr 

Deo.  80,1800 

Jan.  16,1807 

June  80, 1807 

Deo.  81,1807 

OOMMBR€IAL  STATI8TZ08  FOB  THS  OALBNDAB  TIfiAB  1887. 
[Throagb  4iw  eewteey  of  Mr.  Ohm,  &  Dietarthaler,  €)emmoAott,  Birenide  Taolii  OWb.] 

Arrienle  tmd  deporkiree  ^  fmeeie. 
[Dnfl,dteBiMl|  tesnagebBBtelOOtoM.] 


Kindof  TeneL 

Vsaibar 

of 
Teetolt. 

Voibar 

of  round 

ti^. 

AggMgate 

tonnage  of 

aUtrlpa. 

SlMiiMrt ..; 

B 
70 

4 

IBO 

380 

24 

8.200 
80,000 

2.400 

Aaillnr  Toaaela 

Bargee  .••••••••.•••..••••••••••.•••••••••.••.....• •......•••••. 

83 

424 

61,000 

FreigU  reeeined  «nd  ehipped  kg  water > 


CRdef  tftifllea. 


Eatimaled 
▼alnob 


Beoelpto :  Goal.  Itertier,  oystere,  ahip-bnlkUng  matariala,  hardware,  and  general 

meTCbandiae 

Shlpmento:  Ioe,earBweepere,oyBtera,llah,aiidfiuiniwodaetB 


077,600.00 
205,000.00 


TMal 


842,600.00 


The  above  figures  show  an  tnoreaae  in  tonnage  of  9,900  tons  over  the  r^ort  fiir 
lB9iy  whieh  wae  the  last  reiseiTed. 

The  BiYeiside  Yaeht  Olab  hae  83  yaohtB  in  its  fleet,  most  of  whieh  aaehor  in  the 
harbor. 

No  lines  of  transportation  established  sinoe  January  1, 1896b 
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D  z6. 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  GREENWICH  HARBOR,  CONNECTICUT. 

The  approved  project  for  this  harbor  is  to  dredge  a  channel  90  feet 
wide  ftom  the  motith  of  the  harbor  to  a  causeway  at  its  head,  to  be  9 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  to  the  lower  docks,  a  distance  of  half  a 
mUe,  and  6  feet  deep  above,  a  distance  of  half  a  mile;  the  upper  end 
is  to  be  slightly  enlarged  to  form  a  turning  basin;  all  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $20,000. 

Under  the  first  appropriation  for  this  work,  that  of  June  3, 1896,  a 
contract  was  made  with  the  Hartford  Dredging  Company,  dated  Decem- 
ber 30, 1896,  for  the  removal  of  about  35,000  cubic  yards  of  material  at 
10.7  cents  per  yard.  Work  under  this  contract  was  commenced  on 
October  25, 1897,  and  finished  on  Jailuary  16, 1898.  Thirty-flvt)  thoa- 
sand  cubic  yards  of  mud,  with  occasionally  a  slight  admixture  of  sand, 
were  removed  under  the  contract  during  the  fiscal  year.  The  work 
done  was  to  make  a  channel,  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  45  feet 
wide,  from  the  6'foot  curve  opposite  the  lower  dock  nearly  to  the  cause- 
way at  the  head  of  the  harbor,  a  distance  of  about  half  a  mile. 

Greenwich  Harbor  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Fairfield,  Conn.,  of  which  Bridge- 

r»rt  is  the  port  of  entnr*    The  nearest  light-honse  is  on  Great  Captains  Island,  aboat 
iniles  southward.    The  nearest  work  of  defense  is  Fort  Schuyler,  Throgs  Neok, 
New  York,  about  16  miles  to  the  sonthwest. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended ...••••• ••..    $5^889.09 

June  90,  IS^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4^449.35 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 989.74 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  UabiUties 126.00 

July  1, 1B9S,  balance  available 8U.  74 


compliance  witn  requirements 
I    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

The  only  appropriation  for  improving  Greenwich  Harbor,  Oonnecti- 
outy  is  the  one  of  $6,000  made  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  S, 
1806. 


Ahitraei  i^  propoBoU  fw  dredgimg  in  Oreenwiok  Hmrhor,  ConneotUmt,  opemei  if  CM. 

Smith  8.  Leaoh,  Ci>rp$  of  Engineer$,  Dsoemher  17, 1S96, 

[Bstfxnated  ymrdj^^  36,000  oaUe  jmt&B,] 


1 
2 
8 

4 
5 

7  I  JuBMB  McSptrlt,  JetM?  Ol\y,^.9 


BdgarM.Pay]i,AlbAn7,N.Y 

AloiuoB.8]nithriafip.ir.Y 7 

fljtrtfoid  DredgiLng  Oo..,  HArtford«  Conn  . . 

Wm.H.Ta7lor4T.,J«EM7C\^}.^.S  

John  P.  lUndenon,  AlY^Kin^s.X 


OHIIt. 

IS 
18 


i 


^ 


4.2P0.W 
6^  211  SI 
ft.9».M 


I 


6eun  cli 

Meon 

Confai 

Harb^ 


d 


T33^     -^O    3JAOe 


^9bt\^    f«»^    06     ^d    o4     l»nnor1d     ba 
,e^3ob    of  au    ^^fow    wol    no»m    fe    a9*k 
.•nit    n^^o^d   vd    bdntlfuo  ^•vodo    t9* 
."109V    looei^    ^o  >4^ow    awoHe    o»^d 


I/IAH 


IT 


o 
:0 


«a 


•  t 


688ij^S\y|uC  nnoO^nobnoJ  w^H  /- 

+^oq9"«i    lownno   vnocLfr^oodo     oT  » 


^^ 


e  ediaoa 


A«l 


©l/llWOHt 


b»bor^& 


.tow    wo.    «o.-^    'tT^l.; 

•nit    iS'tow 
...    •v'^ua    fodT 
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Contract  in  force  for  dredging  in  Chreonwiok  Harbor,  Conneetioui, 


VMM  of  oontnetor. 

Dt^ot 

ooDtrftoi. 

Dote  of 

OppVOTOl. 

Wovk  bo^^mi. 

Oontnoft 
ozpixeo. 

Hirtfnnl  PrMiitmr  Co. ............ ...«■.•... 

Deo.  80,1880 

Felk  10,1887 

Oot  88,1887 

•Deo.  81. 1887 

•Bxtanded  to  April  80, 1888. 


OOMMSROIiX  STATISTICS  FOB  THB  OALXNDAB  TBAB  1897. 

Arrivali  and  departuree  of  ve»Bel$, 
[Droit,  8  to  U  feet}  tonnage,  40  to  780  tons.] 


Sind  of  toomIs. 

Nnmber  of  roond  tzipa. 

fttoAmnr  Ikfailil  nf  ITf^n^  TkA«aAn0>Ar  ttncl  frAtvlitllnA . 

Dailjtripa. 
Do. 

Kalllnir  vAiuiAlfi.  nrhnonf^ri*.  htitm.  ond  nloomi  -....«rT.....r. ...... ........ 

MMMiibari^flf).  fiteain  oonal  boon,  and  ateani  liirbters ***.«......  •..ti--t 

Weekly  trlpo. 

Two  and  three  each  week. 

Haa.!  liM.'rartUi  tin  tOW  of  tllffn)  .........a...a*T........>.**..a.i...a....... 

height  reoeived  and  shipped  5y  water. 


Chief  artlolea. 


Xetfanated 
Talue. 


Goal 

Lmnber.  15,000.000  feet 

BHok,  18,000,000 

GraTOl,  80,000  cnhlojarda 

Trap  rock.  30,000  enoio  yards 

Cnuhed  Btooe,  80,000  onbio  yards 

Lime,  00,000  barrels 

Cement,  00,000  barrels 

Plaster.  60,000  barrels 

Wall  plaster  and  mortar  in  bass 

Grain,  600,000  ban 

Qnarried  stone,  ^500  onblo  yards 

MiaoeUaneoQs,  tile  pipe,  iron  nipe,  blnestone  flaffsing,  etc 

General  freight  by  propeller  liald  of  Kent  {IBqwdb  each  trip) 


$186,000 
8^000,000 

76,000 

46^000 


76,000 

16,000 
460,000 

32,600 

186,000 

8,000,000 


8^488,600 


The  aboTe  figmas  show  an  increase  of  88,500  tons  over  the  report  for  1884^  whidh 
was  the  only  one  reoeived  heretofore. 

LITTBR  or  ME.  O.  H.  HOLMES  AND  OTHERS. 


Greenwich,  Conn., 


Sir:  In  compliance  with  Yonr  re<}ne6t  for  statistics  for  Greenwich,  Conn.,  for  the 
ealendar  Tear  1897,  we  beg  to  sabmit  the  inclosed  statement.  We  can  also  say  that 
we  haTo  derived  some  benefit  already  ftom  the  work  done,  althoagh  the  work  is  not 
yet  complete. 

There  is  contemplated  a  new  transportation  boat  to  New  York  Just  as  soon  as  suf- 
ficient water  is  given  so  a  suitable  vessel  can  make  trips  on  time  without  regard 
to  tides.  This  vessel  will  carry  both  passengers  and  freight,  aud  will  certainly 
increase  the  business  50  per  cent. 

Contracts  are  now  about  closed  for  new  docks  and  bulkheads  along  the  line  of  the 
channel  now  being  dredged  (one  wall  being  alreadv  started. 

The  extra  depth  of  water  that  we  will  have  will  enable  us  to  secure  much  lower 
IMght  rates  and  freight  in  larger  vessels,  thus  saving  at  least  10  per  cent  in  our 
freights.    We  beg  to  remain, 
Very  respectfully,  yoiui^ 

C.  H.  Holmes. 
Oreenwieh  Paeeenger  and  Freight  I4mo, 

Banks  &  Brush. 
James  Maher. 
W.  J.  Smith. 
Uai.  Smith  8.  Leach, 

Corpe  of  Engineere,  U.  8.  A, 
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DZ7. 

SUBYEY  OF  CONNECTICUT  BIYEB  BETWEEN  HABTFOBD,  CONNECITen; 

AND  HOLYOKE,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

[Pki&tod  in  Honie  Do«.  No.  1M|  FIfty-fllth  GongrMt,  aeoond  MaaloB.] 
OFFICB  OF  THB  OHIBF  OF  BNG-INBBBB, 

XJnitsd  States  Abht, 
WMhingtan,  D.  0.^  December  6, 1897. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  the  aocompanying  copy  of  report, 
dated  lifoyeinber  13, 1897,  with  maps*  and  profile,^  by  M%j.  Smith  S. 
Leaoh,  Gorps  of  Engineers,  upon  a  survey  of  Connecticut  Biver  between 
Holyoke,  Mass.,  and  the  loot  of  the  Enfield  Bapids,  made  to  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  Jnne  3, 1896. 

It  was  foand  necessary  to  in  dude  in  the  study  for  improvement  that 
portion  of  the  river  between  the  foot  of  Enfield  Bapids  and  Hartford, 
and  the  plan  presented  provides  for  seooring  between  Holyoke  ana 
Hartford  a  channel  9  feet  deep  at  extreme  low  water  and  150  feet  wide 
at  the  same  stage,  by  the  construction  of  three  locks  and  movable  dams, 
includmg  the  excavation  of  material  where  required.  The  cost  of  the 
work,  including  that  for  flowage,  is  estimated  at  $1,825,000,  but  this 
total  would  be  increased  to  $2,076,000  should  the  Ghanoine  type  of  dams 
be  used,  while  the  cost  of  maintenance,  together  with  operation  of  the 
locks  and  dams,  the  necessary  repairs  to  the  same,  and  the  small  amount 
of  dredging  possibly  required  to  keep  open  the  artificial  cuts,  ia  esti- 
mated approximately  at  $8,000  per  annum. 

The  execution  of  the  plans  submitted  would  result  in  no  ii\jury  to  the 
oanal  on  the  west  bank  or  to  water  power.  Eeference  is  made  to  tiie 
fact  that  there  are  eleven  bridges  si>anning  the  river  between  Hartford 
and  Ghicopee,  which  would  not  permit  traffic  under  the  proposed  project 
One  of  these  structures,  a  temporary  highway  bridge  at  Hartford,  will 
be  replaced  by  a  permanent  one,  the  approved  plan  for  which  provides 
ample  draw  opening. 

Mi^or  Leach  states  that  a  military  reason  of  some  weight  for  making 
the  proposed  improvement  is  the  provision  of  water  carriage  to  the 
United  States  Arsenal  at  Springfield,  and  it  is  his  opinion,  in  view  of 
the  estimated  eost  of  the  project  and  the  commercial  importance  of  the 
river,  that  it  is  worthy  of  improvement  between  Hartfi>rd  and  Holyoke 
by  the  General  Government  in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent  set  fbrth, 
and  this  opinion  is  concurred  in  by  the  Division  Engineer,  GoL  O.  Lu 
Gillespie,  Oorps  of  Engineers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  M.  Wilsok, 
Brig.  Oen.^  Chief  of  Ilngineer$j 
Hon.  B.  A.  AiiOEB,  U.  8.  Armg. 

Secretary  of  War. 


bbpobt  of  maj.  smith  8.  lbaoh,  0obp8  of  khaihekbs. 

Uhited  States  Bnoinebb  Offiob, 
yew  London^  Oonn^  November  13j  1897. 

Genbral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  upon  a 
<<  survey  of  the  Oonnecticut  Biver  between  Holyoke  and  the  foot  of 
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Enfield  Bapids,"  made  parsaant  to  the  reqairements  of  the  river  and 
harbor  act  of  Jane  3, 1896.  Under  date  of  July  13, 1896,  the  Chief  of 
Enj^neers  assi^ed  this  survey  to  Maj.  H.  M.  Adams,  and  directed  that 
the  expenditares — ^not  to  exceed  $2,000 — ^be  paid  from  the  unexpended 
balance  of  the  appropriation  of  1880  for  ^^  improving  the  Gonnecticnt 
Biver  between  Hartford  and  Holyoke."  In  Angast,  1896,  the  work  was 
transferred  to  me  by  order  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers. 

The  part  of  the  Gonnecticat  Biver  between  Hartford  and  Holyoke 
has  been  the  subject  of  very  elaborate  surveys  and  of  an  exhaustive 
study  based  thereon,  having  in  view  the  development  of  a  plan  of 
improvement.  The  surveys  alluded  to  were  made  in  1871-1874,  were 
under  the  direction  of  Oen.  G.  K.  Warren,  Gorps  of  Engineers,  and 
were  conducted  by  Gen.  Theodore  G.  Ellis,  civil  engineer.  The  results 
of  the  surveys  and  of  the  studies  based  thereon  are  published  in  full 
in  the  report  of  the  Ghief  of  Engineers,  1878,  pages  248-391,  and  in 
House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  101,  Forty-fifth  Gongress,  second  session.  The 
character  of  the  survey  and  the  detail  with  which  the  results  are 
recorded  made  it  unnecessrry  to  do  more  in  the  way  of  field  work  than 
to  ascertain  whether  the  conditions  remain  the  same,  and,  if  not,  to 
determine  what  the  changes  have  been.  The  part  of  the  river  desig- 
nated in  the  act  consists  of  two  stretches  of  somewhat  diverse  charac- 
teristics. From  Holyoke  to  Enfield  Dam,  a  distance  of  18  miles,  the 
stream  has  in  the  main  an  erosible  bed,  while  from  the  dam  to  the 
foot  of  the  rapids,  the  lower  limit  of  the  authorized  survey,  the  bed  is 
in  rock  or  other  material  practically  nonerosible.  As  changes  could 
be  the  result  of  erosion  only,  the  search  for  th^m  was  limited  to  the 
upper  stretch.  This  was  sounded,  and  shore  lines  rerun  between 
October  6  and  21, 1896,  by  a  party  in  charge  of  Assistant  Engineer  H.  B. 
Gorham.  The  results  are  shown  on  three  sheets  of  the  maps  herewith, 
Nos.  4, 5,  and  6  of  the  serial  notation.  For  the  rapids  the  results  of  the 
Ellis  survey  have  been  wholly  relied  upon.  The  fallest  use  has  been 
made  of  General  Ellis's  results,  and  much  physical  data  of  value  have 
been  drawn  from  the  report  of  testimony  taken  by  the  examiner  in  the 
case  of  Holyoke  Water  Power  Gompany  v.  Gonnecticut  Biver  Gompany, 
in  which  the  e£fect  of  a  constrained  flow  is  fully  canvassed  by  Mr. 
Glemens  Herschell  and  other  experts. 

Though  not  included  in  the  authorized  survey^  it  was  found  necessary 
to  include  in  the  study  for  imp]:ovement  the  portion  of  the  river  between 
the  foot  of  Enfidd  Bapids  and  Hartford.  This  portion  is  obstructed 
by  shifting  sand  bars,  and  has  doubtless  changed  since  the  previous 
survey.  Such  changes  as  have  occurred  will  not,  however,  have  any 
particular  bearing  upon  the  feasibility  or  cost  of  improvement.  Hence 
the  results  of  the  old  survey  have  been  assumed  to  represent  present 
conditions,  and  are  shown  on  plates  1,  2,  and  3  herewith. 

The  portion  of  the  Gonnecticut  Biver  between  Holyoke,  Mass.^  and 
Hartford,  Gonn.,  is  34  miles  in  length.  At  Holyoke  navigation  is  inter- 
rupted by  a  dam  for  the  development  of  power,  which  has  no  provision 
for  passing  vessels.  As  alr^Mly  intimated,  this  portion  of  the  river  is 
divided  into  three  stretches  by  the  different  physical  characteristics  of 
its  bed.  The  first  stretch,  extending  from  Holyoke  to  Enfield  Dam, 
18  miles,  presents  a  trace  of  moderate  and  regular  curvature.  The  width 
between  the  bank  lines  varies  from  650  to  2,100  feet,  but  the  prevailing 
width  is  between  extremes  of  800  and  1,200  feet.  The  nnususd  figure  of 
2,100  feet  is  to  be  found  only  at  Longmeadow,  15  miles  from  Holyoke, 
where,  for  more  than  a  mile,  the  width  is  quite  uniform  and  more  than 
double  the  normal.    The  bed  and  channel  of  the  stream  are  ooincident 
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at  all  usual  stages,  iucludiug  freshets  of  frequeut  recurrence.  At  an 
extreme  freshet  there  is  a  scanty  alhivial  plain  subject  to  overflow,  lim- 
ited, generally  speaking,  to  Longraeadow  and  the  lower  valleys  of  the 
Chicopee  and  Agawam  rivers,  the  only  important  tributaries.  The 
limits  of  actual  overflow  are  recorded,  bat  it  is  not  possible  to  distin- 
guish between  the  effect  of  backwater  from  the  Connecticut  and  the  flood 
plain  of  the  tributary. 

Except  at  the  upper  and  lower  ends  of  this  stretch,  where  the  bed  is 
rock,  the  bottom  is  composed  of  sand  and  gravel,  with  some  admixture 
of  mud  below  Springfield.  The  disposition  of  the  erosible  material  is 
in  bars  or  shoals  with  intervening  pools,  but  the  bars  are  relatively 
stable  in  position  and  form  and  appear  to  represent  a  substantial 
equilibrium  of  the  forces  developed  by  variation  of  width,  curvature, 
and  volume. 

The  natural  regimen  of  this  part  of  the  stream  is  a  matter  of  con- 
jecture only.  All  available  data  of  depth  and  velocity  have  been  takeu 
since  the  constiniction  of  Enfield  Dam.  An  inspection  of  the  profile  on 
pi.  7  herewith,  based  on  PI.  V  of  General  Ellis's  report,  indicates  that 
before  the  construction  of  Enfield  Dam  the  head  of  the  rapids  was  at 
Longmeadow  Bar,  3  miles  above,  which  formed  a  natural  dam  with  bat 
3  or  four  feet  lower  crest.  Under  the  present  artificial  conditions  the  pre- 
vailing channel  depth  is  9  feet  or  more,  except  at  two  points,  LoDg- 
meadow  and  mouth  of  Ghicopee  River,  where  there  are  4  and  3  feet  at 
low  water,  respectively.  The  discharge  varies  from  4,000  to  200,000  cubic 
feet  per  second,  giving  an  oscillation  from  extreme  low  to  extreme  high 
water  of  28  feet  at  the  foot  of  Holyoke  Falls  and  16  feet  immediately 
above  Enfield  dam.  The  maximum  depth  of  flow  over  the  crest  of  the 
dam  is  about  12  feet. 

The  second  or  middle  stretch  of  river  as  above  classified  extends  from 
Enfield  Dam  5^  miles,  and  is  known  as  the  Enfield  Kapids,  a  name 
which  gives  a  fair  idea  of  its  character.  The  bed  is  of  rock,  rough  and 
irregular,  the  slope  is  steep  and  variable^  the  banks  bluff  and  mainly  of 
rock.  The  total  fall  depends  upon  the  stage  of  water;  but  its  maximum 
at  extreme  low  stage  probably  does  not  exceed  33  feet,  though  it  has 
not  been  actually  measured.  This  portion  of  river  is  approximately 
straight  in  trace,  and  except  at  one  point  near  the  middle,  where  the 
channel  divides  into  two  branches  with  a  considerable  island  between, 
the  banks  are  regular  and  parallel.  The.conditions  of  discharge  are  the 
same  as  noted  for  the  first  section,  except  that  at  low  water  an  appre- 
ciable proportion  of  the  entire  flow  is  diverted  through  a  lateral  canal 
on  the  west  bank.  At  low  water  open  navigation  over  this  section  is 
impossible  by  reason  of  deficient  depth.  At  higher  stages  the  depth  is 
sufficient,  and  the  velocity  is  not  so  great  as  to  prevent  navigation, 
although  it  would  make  it  impracticable  for  any  craft  not  propelled  by 
power.  The  maximum  mean  velocity  at  extreme  flood  does  not  exceed 
7  miles  per  hour. 

The  canal  above  referred  to  is  the  property  of  a  corporation  known  as 
the  Connecticut  Eiver  Company.  A  description  of  the  canal  in  1872 
and  its  history  up  to  that  time  are  to  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1878,  Part  I,  pages  274-275.  The  rights  and 
resx)onsibilities  of  the  Connecticut  River  Company  appear  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  following  extracts  from  its  original  charter,  given  in  the 
Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  above  cited : 

That  the  said  corporation,  for  the  purpose  of  widening  the  channel  of  Bald  rlTex 
and  deepening  the  same,  shaU  have  power  to  dig,  cleauaey  and  scour  obstructioni 
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ih>m  the  ohannelB  and  banks  of  said  river  from  and  above  the  bridge  at  Hartford  to 
Sprin|i^eld,  and  to  erect  and  bnild  wharves  and  piers  and  hedges  in  said  river  or  on 
the  banks  thereof;  and  the  said  corporation  are  empowered  to  lock  the  falls  at 
Entield,  on  said  river,  and  to  make  channels  to  aid  them,  and  to  construct  a  caual  on 
either  bank  of  said  river  near  said  falls^  and  to  construct  a  dam  or  dams,  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  or  leaving  the  locks  m  still  water :  Provided,  The  extension  and 
form  thereof  shall  be  such  as  shall  not  prevent  the  convenient  passage  of  boats  and 
lumber  down  the  river,  nor  obstruct  tte  passage  of  fish. 

Three  sworn  commissioners  were  provided  for  in  the  act^  ''nnder 
whose  direction  the  necessary  canal  shall  be  laid  oat,  and  who  shall 
inspect  the  construction  of  the  locks  and  dams  in  said  river,  and  cause 
them  to  be  so  constructed  that  they  shall  not  impede  the  progress  of 
fish  up  the  river,  or  the  passage  of  floating  boats,  timber,  or  any  other 
property  down  the  river,"  The  commissioners  were  empowered  to  sus- 
pend the  taking  of  tolls  whenever  they  found  the  locks  out  of  repair  or 
improperly  tended.  No  penalty  other  than  forfeiture  of  the  right  to 
take  tolls  appears  to  attach  to  the  failure  of  the  company  to  maintain 
navigation  through  its  canal  or  elsewhere.  It  is  permitted,  but  not 
required,  to  improve  navigation;  but  it  is  required  to  so  construct  its 
works  as  to  permit  navigation  down  the  river  and  the  passage  of  fish 
upstream. 

At  the  present  time,  as  indicated  by  a  casual  inspection  made  during 
a  trip  through  the  canal,  the  entire  work  is  in  a  fairly  serviceable  con- 
dition, with  the  exception  of  the  lowest  lock,  which  needs  rebuilding  of 
the  side  walls.  It  may  be  said  generally  that  the  Gonnecticut  Biver 
Company's  canal  is  navigable  to  the  extent  of  its  dimensions.  Such 
boating  as  these  dimensions  permit  is  not  navigation  in  the  present  sig- 
nificance of  the  word,  and  no  feasible  alterations  of  the  company's  canal 
will  make  it  so. 

To  meet  its  charter  requirements  of  a  navigable  pass  and  fish  way  in 
its  dam,  the  Connecticut  Biver  Company  left  an  opening  150  feet  wide 
in  the  middle  of  the  dam  when  first  built.  At  the  date  of  General 
Ellis's  survey  that  gap  had  been  partly  filled  by  periodic  dex)Osits  of 
stone  until  its  crest  was  but  H  feet  lower  than  the  adjacent  parts  of 
the  dam.  Since  that  time  additional  deposits  appear  to  have  been 
made  in  the  gap,  though  a  slight  depression  remains.  As  a  net  result 
of  all  work  done  on  the  dam  since  1854,  the  extreme  low  water  at 
Springfield  appears  to  have  been  raised  some  2  feet.  No  provision 
has  been  made  for  the  passage  of  boats  or  fish  in  consequence  of  the 
closure  of  the  gap. 

The  third  stretch  of  river  extends  firom  the  foot  of  Enfield  Bapids  to 
Hartford,  a  distance  of  10  miles.  This  portion  is  of  moderate  slope, 
with  slight  but  regular  curvature,  and  a  fairly  uniform  width  of  1,500 
feet.  The  bed  and  banks  are  of  sand  and  gravel.  The  banks  are  gen- 
erally overflowed  at  ordinary  flood  stages.  The  alluvial  plain  is  one- 
third  of  a  mile  to  a  mile  in  width,  and  the  channel  of  the  river  lies 
nearly  in  the  middle  of  it.  The  characteristic  of  this  part  of  the  river 
is  the  shifting  nature  of  the  sand  bars  or  shoals  which  obstruct  it. 
They  extend  obliquely  across  the  river,  giving  a  maximum  length 
and  minimum  depth  of  overfall  in  passing  from  one  pool  to  the  next 
below.  • 

In  this  stretch  of  river  there  were  at  the  date  of  the  old  survey  five 
bars  giving  depth  at  low  water  of  from  2  to  3  feet.  The  low-water 
slope  of  this  reach  is  6  inches  to  the  mile;  the  high- water  slope  is 
recorded  as  slightly  less,  though  as  such  relation  is  abnormal  for  this 
situation,  it  is  probable  that  there  is  some  uncertainty  about  the  highest 
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water  marks  at  the  apper  end.  The  high  water  at  Hartford  is  weD 
determined.  The  range  of  discharge  is  a  little  greater  than  on  the 
upper  stretch,  the  low  and  high  water  volumes  being  increased  by  triba- 
tiury  contributions  of  small  amount,  while  the  volume  diverted  at 
Enfield  Dam  is  returned  at  Windsor  Locks. 

In  addition  to  the  local  characteristics  of  these  three  sections,  there 
are  certain  features  of  regimen  common  to  them  all.  The  river  is  sub- 
ject to  frequent  fluctuations  of  volume  and  height.  The  more  consider- 
able freshets  are,  as  a  rule,  of  short  duration,  and  occur  in  the  winter 
and  early  spring  or  in  the  late  fall.  The  following  table,  compiled  firom 
data  published  in  the  Warren-Ellis  report,  gives  the  number  of  days 
in  a  year  on  which  the  river  at  Hartford  was  above  certain  heights. 
It  is  the  average  of  a  record  kept  from  1871  to  1877 : 

Table  showing  duration  of  ooriain  Btaget  of  the  ConneeUcui  Biver  above  Hartford,  for 

eeven  years,  1871-1877, 


Height  above  HArtfoid. 


Ifbot. 

3  feet. 
8  feet. 

4  feet. 
6  feet. 

6  feet. 

7  feet. 

8  feet. 
Ofeet. 

10  feet. 

11  feet. 

12  feet. 

13  feet. 

14  feet. 

15  feet. 

16  feet. 

17  feet. 

18  feet. 

19  feet. 

20  feet. 

21  feet. 

22  feet. 

23  feet. 


1871. 


Dys. 

885 

295 

214 

166 

129 

106 

87 

63 

48 

48 

89 

82 

21 

U 

6 

6 

4 

8 


1872. 


Dy9, 

866 

859 

811 

258 

208 

145 

94 

68 

54 

46 

42 

82 

22 

14 

10 

6 

6 

6 

2 


1878. 


Dy9. 

868 

319 

260 

240 

208 

159 

117 

98 

81 

67 

69 

55 

48 

87 

81 

18 

18 

6 

4 

a 


1874. 


Dfft. 

857 

815 

280 

247 

217 

180 

152 

186 

113 

88 

62 

42 

81 

28 

10 

6 

5 

8 

8 

8 

2 

2 

2 


1875. 


Dyi. 

865 

881 

261 

198 

188 

107 

88 

66 

51 

46 

89 

88 

24 

16 

11 

7 

6 

8 


1876. 


.857 

280 

204 

180 

156 

141 

126 

105 

92 

74 

60 

48 

41 

81 

82 

16 

18 

9 

5 

8 

2 


1877. 


oOD 

329 

218 

168 

122 

96 

72 

64 

50 

82 

24 

17 

10 

7 

6 

6 

6 

4 

8 

8 

2 

2 


TotiJ 
days. 


flir 


2.888 
8,228 
1,748 
1,466 
1,168 
984 
781 


488 
891 


196 
187 


61 

82 

17 

U 

6 

4 

2 


8fL 


71 
818. 2i 

249. 0» 


166.86 

188.48 

lOi.43 

85.00 


66.86 
46La 

67.00 

28.9 

18.67 

18.67 

6.14 

7.29 

487 

2.41 

1.67 

.88 

.67 


The  average  gauge  profile  for  the  same  years  is  shown  on 'the  profile 
sheet  accompanying  this  report  (pi.  7).  The  river  is  closed  by  ice  fh)m 
about  December  1  to  March  1.  The  freshet  of  greatest  volume  and 
most  certain  occurrence,  on  the  whole,  is  caused  by  the  melting  of  snows 
in  the  spring,  and  accompanies  or  immediately  follows  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  ice.  For  the  season  of  possible  navigation  it  may  be  s&ted 
that  freshete  frequently  recurring  are  of  a  magnitude  to  benefit  navi- 
gation rather  than  to  impede  it.  Except  ice,  floating  obstructions  are 
rare,  though  large  quantities  of  timber  have  occasionally  broken  out  of 
booms  above  Holyoke  and  gone  over  the  dam  and  down  the  river.  At 
no  time  does  the  river  carry  a  large  enough  proportion  of  suspended 
sediment  to  make  that  a  factor  in  the  regimen.  The  permanency  of 
dredged  cuts  should  not  be  less  than  at  and  below  Hartford,  but  rather 
more,  owing  to  greater  flood  velocities  and  more  permanent  thidweg. 

There  are  at  present  thirteen  bridges  over  the  river  between  Hart&id 
and  Holyoke,  as  shown  in  the  following  list: 
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Bridgei  ever  ConneeUeui  Bh&r,  Hartford  to  Holyoke, 


Vo. 


Approxi* 
mate 
height 
above 
lowest 
water. 


Height 

aboTS 

pool. 

loTola. 


8 


4 
0 

7 

• 
10 
U 
13 
19 


BOghway  bridge,  at  Hartford  (with  draw  oponlnga  118  flBOt),  approved 

DeoemberSS,  18M 

Bailroad  bridge,  at  Hartford  (with  draw) 

SuspeiiBioii  bridge,  at  Windsor  Looks  (on  sita  of  old  awing  ferry)  i 

inoenter 

At  end  piers • 

Baikoad  bridge,  iron^just  below  Kings  Island 

Bnlleld  Bridge  (ooyered  wooden  truss,  in  a  dilapidated  state) 

ThompeonTiile,  iron  highway » 

Sonthsnd  Bridge,  at  Springiaeld,  iron 

Highway  bridge,  at  Springfield  (coTored  wooden  trass) 

RaTlroan  bridge,  at  Spripgfleld.  iron 

North  End  Bridge,  at  Springfield,  iron , 

Ghloopee Bridge, highway,  wooden  truss 

Willimansett  Bridge,  highway,  iron , 

Willimansett  Bridge,  B.S.,  iron , 
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The  highway  bridge  at  Hartford  (So.  1)  is  a  temporary  stractare, 
and  a  plan  for  a  permanent  one  to  replace  it  was  approved  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  under  date  of  December  28^  1894.  This  approved  plan 
provides  for  a  draw  of  118  feet  clear  opening,  which  is  ample.  The  last 
two  on  the  list  (Nos.  12  and  13)  need  not  be  considered,  as  they  are 
above  the  Holyoke  terminus  of  the  proposed  channel.  The  remaining 
ten  bridges  (Nos.  2  and  11,  both  inclusive)  have  no  draws  which  would 
permit  tjraffic  under  the  proposed  project.  As  will  be  noted  by  inspec- 
tion of  the  list,  their  clear  heights  range  from  23  to  35  feet  above  low 
water,  or  17^  to  34  feet  above  the  corresponding  pool  levels. 

The  commercial  importance  of  the  Oonnecticut  Biver  in  this  part  of 
its  course  must  be  arrived  at  by  deduction  from  the  statistics  of  com- 
mercial activity  in  the  tributary  district.  Navigation  is  not  now,  and 
has  not  been  for  some  years,  on  a  competitive  basis,  and  hence  no  com- 
merce has  sought  this  route.  Only  the  cities  and  towns  of  some  impor- 
tance in  the  tributary  district  can  be  considered,  because  it  is  only  for 
such  that  statistics  are  available.  The  benefits  derived  by  the  rural 
community  from  cheapened  transportation  and  the  volume  of  tr^iffio 
which  it  would  contribute  to  a  water  route  are  doubtless  considerable, 
but  undetermined  and  indeterminate. 

Under  a  recent  act  of  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  the  board  of 
harbor  and  land  commissioners  of  that  State  have  had  under  considera- 
tion the  subject  of  opening  the  Connecticut  Eiver  to  Holyoke,  and 
have  devoted  much  attention  to  obtaining  statistics  of  its  commercial 
importance.  The  figures  used  here  are  from  papers  prepared  for  the 
board  and  presented  at  a  public  hearing  held  in  the  city  of  Springfield 
on  October  29, 1897.  Some  of  the  quantities  are  from  official  sources, 
the  census  of  the  United  States  of  1890,  and  a  census  taken  by  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  in  1895;  the  remainder  are  special  returns  for 
the  year  ending  October  1 ,  1897,  made  out  for  presentation  to  the  board. 
All  figures  of  the  latter  class  which  are  here  used  have  been  tested  by 
statistic^  averages  of  recognized  authority,  and  have  been  found  sub- 
stantially accurate. 

The  section  of  country  which  would  be  benefited  by  a  water  terminus 
at  Springfield,  with  the  rail  feeders  and  distributers  which  such  a 
terminus  will  naturally  command,  is  estimated  to  contain  350,000 
inhabitants  and  property  to  the  value  of  $249,000,000.  The  four  cities 
of  Holyoke,  Ohicopee,  Springfield,  and  West  Springfield  are  shown  by 
the  State  census  of  1895  to  have  an  aggregate  po^wl&t\Qi\i  ^1  V^^^M^^ 
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and  to  contain  property  valued  at  $106,000,000.  From  the  same  sonrce 
is  ascertained  that  the  manafactories  of  the  same  four  cities  in  18d5 
consumed  materials  valued  at  $24,500,000  and  made  $47,500,000  worth 
of  product.  The  tonnage  of  the  raw  materials  and  manufactured  articles 
is  not  reported.  From  a  comparison  of  the  ratio  of  value  and  tonnage 
of  similar  commerce  at  other  points,  the  business  of  these  manufac- 
tories may  be  conservatively  estimated  at  500,000  tons  per  annum. 

The  most  important  single  commodity  from  the  freightpayer's  stand- 
I>oint  is  coal,  and  for  this  the  figures  are  quite  complete.  From  reports 
made  by  brokers,  dealers,  and  large  consumers,  who  buy  direct  from 
mines,  it  is  stated  that  the  annual  coal  consumption  of  the  four  cities 
is  447,000  tons.  This  does  not  include  the  coal  consumed  by  the  rail- 
roads, which  is  probably  as  ttiuch  more. 

The  aggregate  freight  tonnage  of  the  four  cities,  as  reported  by  the 
railroad  agents,  is  1,800,000  tons  per  annum.  This  does  not  include 
the  coal,  iron,  or  any  other  supplies  for  the  railways  themselves.  Such 
an  estimate  is,  in  the  nature  of  things,  incomplete,  and  more  apt  to  err 
in  defect  than  in  excess.  The  aggregate  tonnage  of  the  four  cities  may 
be  taken  at  2,000,000  tons  per  annum.  Of  this  the  coal  and  mann^Ac- 
torieSj^  as  above  noted,  snpply  1,400,000  tons,  and  the  remainder,  600,000 
tons,  IS  none  too  large  to  include  the  food  products,  building  materials, 
and  supplies  of  every  kind  for  an  urban  population  of  116,000  souls. 
Attention  is  again  invited  to  the  fact  that  all  these  figures  relate  to 
four  places  only,  having  an  aggregate  population  of  but  one-third  of  the 
district  supposed  to  be  benefited  by  water  carriage  to  Springfield. 

The  prox)ortion  of  this  traffic  which  would  avail  itself  of  water  car- 
riage is  a  matter  of  conjecture.  It  is  within  limits  to  say  that  25  per 
cent,  or  500,000  tons,  will  actually  go  by  water.  But  a  more  imxK>rtant 
fact  is  not  conjectural,  and  that  is  that  the  freight  rates  on  the  entiie 
traffic  will  be  substantially  the  same  as  though  all  of  it  went  by  water. 
It  is  from  this  point  of  view  that  the  real  importance  of  the  river  must 
be  judged.  The  total  actual  reduction  of  freights,  directly  or  indirectly 
accomplished,  will  nearly  equal  the  cost  of  creating  a  suitable  naviga- 
tion, and  the  saving  on  the  traffic  that  will  actually  use  the  improve- 
ment would  pay  a  return  on  several  times  its  cost. 

A  military  reason  of  some  weight  for  making  the  proposed  improve- 
ment is  the  provision  of  water  carriage  to  the  United  Slates  arsenal 
at  Springfield. 

By  means  of  the  canal  of  the  Gonnecticut  Biver,  with  the  improved 
streteh  below  it  and  the  Enfield  pool  above  it,  navigation  between 
Holyoke  and  Hartford  was  carried  on  as  long  as  competitive  rates 
could  be  made  by  vessels  small  enough  to  pass  the  locks  of  the  canal. 
That  period  practically  terminated  twenty  years  ago,  although  the 
canal  has  remained  nominally  open  to  navigation.  Between  the  foot  of 
the  falls  and  Hartford  some  improvement  was  attempted  and  effectei 
in  the  years  1871-1873  by  building  wing  dams  at  the  upx>er  shoals  and 
by  dredging.  The  small  measure  of  benefit  realized,  as  compared  with 
the  development  and  cost  of  the  works  constructed,  led  to  the  conclusion 
that  a  radical  open-river  improvement  of  this  streteh  is  impracticable. 

In  1872  a  plan  was  submitted  for  passing  the  Enfield  Rapids  by  means 
of  a  lateral  canal  on  the  east  bank,  to  be  carried  out  in  connection  with 
the  work  then  in  progress  on  the  river  below  the  rapids.  This  plan 
was  selected  from  several  alternative  schemes  proposed  and  discussed. 
Full  information  as  to  all  of  these  may  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers,  1878,  pages  278-290.  In  the  following  year,  1873, 
the  great  difficulty  of  improving  the  part  of  the  river  between  Hart- 
ford and  the  rapids  waa  i^t^^izAd  in  the  presentation  of  a  revised 
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project  for  continuing  the  lateral  canal  to  the  mouth  of  Hockanum 
Biver,  below  Hartford.  The  proposed  canal  was  given  a  width  of  150 
feet  and  a  depth  of  10  feet  in  the  trunk,  with  locks  of  200  feet  length, 
55  feet  width,  and  8  feet  depth  on  the  sills.  The  estimated  cost  at  that 
time  was  $2,306,345.  In  1880  the  project  was  revised,  and  by  reducing 
the  width  of  trunk  to  120  feet  and  taking  a  much  lower  unit  cost  of 
earth  excavation  the  estimate  was  reduced  to  $1,322,805. 

A  careful  study  of  the  subject  justifies  the  statement  that  this  canal, 
though  in  some  respects  unsatisfactory,  represented  the  best  solution 
then  possible  of  the  problem  of  providing  a  secure  and  commodious 
water  route  from  Hartford  to  Holyoke.  That  a  solution  possessing  all 
the  advantages  of  that  one,  and  obviating  most  of  its  defects,  can  now 
be  offered  is  due  solely  to  the  advance  in  the  science  of  river  engineer- 
ing between  that  date  and  this. 

The  present  transportation  facilities  of  the  tributary  district  are  such 
that  purely  local  water  carriage  can  scarcely  become  competitive  in  any 
general  sense.  A  water  route,  to  make  its  influence  felt  as  a  factor  in 
transportation,  must  permit  extension  to  Springfield  and  Holyoke  of  the 
present  traffic  below  Hartford.  This  criterion  demands  a  depth  of  9 
feet  at  extreme  low  water,  a  channel  width  of  not  less  than  150  feet  at 
the  same  stage,  and  no  obstacles  to  the  passage  of  the  largest  vessels 
now  navigating  the  lower  Oonnecticut  Biver.  A  local  traffic  will  doub- 
less  thrive  on  such  a  route,  but  wUl  not  justify  its  creation. 

In  addition  to  the  requirements  of  navigation,  there  are  certain  vested 
rights  in  the  development  of  water  power  from  the  stream  which  deservQ 
and  demand  consideration.  They  could  be  purchased  and  destroyed, 
it  is  true,  but  the  destruction  of  cheap  x>ower  is  in  itself  inimical  to 
progriess,  and  any  plan  which  promotes  the  usefulness  of  the  stream  in 
one  direction  by  destroying  its  value  in  another  must  be  considered 
seriously  defective.  The  full  benefit  of  the  river  can  be  realized  only 
by  developing  and  conserving  every  profitable  use  which  can  be  made 
of  it.  For  these  reasons  the  complete  preservation  and  protection  of 
the  existing  power  installations  has  been  made  an  essential  condition 
of  any  plan  to  be  proposed.  The  present  installations  are  at  Holyoke 
and  Windsor  Locks.  Their  interests  demand  that  the  available  power 
shall  not  be  diminished,  either  by  lowering  the  head  water,  by  raising 
the  tail  water,  or  reducing  the  quantity  of  water  available. 

All  these  conditions  and  requirements  combined  point  to  a  slack- 
water  improvement  by  means  of  locks  and  movable  dams  as  the  most 
promising  solution  of  the  problem.  The  details  of  such  an  improvement 
have  been  studied  far  enough,  and  only  far  enough,  to  demonstrate  its 
feasibility,  and  to  determine  its  efifect  upon  the  various  interests 
involved.  It  is  proposed  to  build  three  locks  and  movable  dams,  and 
to  excavate  where  required  to  make  a  channel  150  feet  wide  and  9 
feet  deep  below  pool  level.  The  first  or  upper  dam  is  provisionally 
located  in  the  east  branch  of  the  river  at  Kings  Island,  the  west  branch 
to  be  closed  by  a  fixed  dam.  This  site  is  20.85  miles  firom  Holyoke,  and 
3^  miles  below  the  present  Enfield  Dam.  The  crest  of  this  dam  has  an 
elevation  of  39  feet  above  low  water  at  Hartford,  and  the  normal  pool 
level  maintained  by  it  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  present  Enfield  pool. 
The  second  dam  is  22  miles  from  Holyoke,  giving  a  length  of  pool  of  1.15 
miles  and  a  pool  level  of  26^  feet.  The  third  dam  is  located  just  below 
the  highway  bridge  at  Hartford,  giving  a  pool  length  of  about  13  miles 
and  a  normal  pool  level  of  8  feet.  This  pool  connects  with  the  channel, 
now  maintained  by  dredging,  from  Hartford  to  Long  Island  Sound. 
On  the  maps  and  profile  accompanying  this  report  the  scheme  proposed 
is  shown  with  sufQcient  definiteness  for  present  purposes. 
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The  effect  of  these  dams  upon  the  river  itself  may  be  briefly  stated. 
The  crest  of  the  upper  dam  is  very  near  extreme  flood  level.  The  sur- 
vey indicates  that  a  small  area — a  few  acres  at  most — on  and  opposite 
Kings  Island  will  be  permanently  overflowed,  and  will  require  compen- 
sation for  flowage.  As  the  river  rises  the  dam  will  be  gradually  low- 
ered so  as  to  keep  the  pool  level  at  the  head  of  Eangs  Island  constant^ 
for  reasons  to  be  given  later.  As  this  level  is  nearly  that  of  highest 
water,  it  follows  that  the  dam  will  rarely  be  entirely  down,  and  that 
there  will  be  lockage  at  this  dam  at  all  stages  short  of  extreme  flood. 
If  Enfleld  Dam  be  wholly  removed,  which  may  be  done  if  desired,  the 
extreme  flood  plane  will  be  lowered,  beginning  at  Willimansett  and 
reaching  a  maximum  of  probably  5  feet  at  Thompsonville.  A  removal 
of  part  of  Enfield  Dam  will  produce  a  proportional  lowering  of  the 
planes  of  moderate  and  extreme  floods.  The  second  dam  will  be  so 
manipulated  as  to  maintain  a  nearly  constant  pool  level.  It  causes  no 
flowage,  and  as  it  will  be  entirely  down  at  about  70,000  cubic  feet  per 
second  of  discharge,  it  exercises  no  influeuce  at  all  on  the  higher  stages, 
nor  will  the  lock  be  used  at  such  stages.  The  third  dam  must  be  manip- 
ulated to  closely  control  the  pool  level,  which  is  below  the  natural 
bank,  and  hence  causes  no  flowage.  This  dam  will  be  entirely  down 
when  the  level  of  natural  flow  is  at  its  crest,  which  corresponds  to  aboat 
30,000  cubic  feet  per  second  of  discharge.  The  upper  dam  will  have  to 
be  operated  during  suspension  of  navigation;  the  other  two  will  not 

The  second  dam  has  no  effect  on  the  power  plants  at  Holyoke  or 
Windsor  Locks,  and  need  not  be  considered  in  that  connection.  The 
upper  dam  controls  the  tail  water  of  the  Holyoke  mills  and  the  head 
water  of  those  at  Windsor  Locks,  and  its  effect  on  each  has  been  the 
subject  of  careful  study.  The  effect  on  the  tail  water  at  Holyoke  is 
due  to  the  substitution  of  a  movable  tor  a  fixed  dam,  pooling  the  water 
at  the  same  level  at  least  discharge.  As  the  river  rises  the  depth  on 
the  fixed  Enfield  Dam  increases,  and  the  level  of  the  pool  rises,  raising 
by  so  much  the  tail  water  at  Holyoke.  With  a  movable  dam  the  effect- 
ive crest  will  be  depressed  as  the  river  rises,  keeping  the  pool  at  normal 
level  until  the  surface  of  natural  flow  surpasses  that  leveL  In  this 
particular  case,  as  has  been  seen,  the  control  of  the  pool  extends  to  a 
discharge  of  70,000  cubic  feet  per  second,  or  an  elevation  of  surface  at 
Thompsonville  of  46  feet  above  the  Hartford  zero.  Complete  tables  of 
the  duration  of  different  stages  at  Hartford  for  the  seven  years, 
1871-1877,  are  given  in  the  Warren-Ellis  report  (Beport  of  the  Ohief  oi 
Engineers,  1878,  page  366  et  passim),  and  are  consolidated  in  a  table 
of  this  report.  Averaging  these,  and  assuming  the  same  duration  of 
similar  stages  above  Enfi^d  Dam,  a  simple  computation  will  show  that 
under  the  new  conditions  the  water  at  Thompsonville  will  probably  be 
lower  than  now  for  the  periods  of  each  year  and  by  the  amounts  set 
forth  below — 
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giving,  after  a  proper  correction  for  the  steeper  slope  of  higher  stages 
has  heen  applied,  a  total  of  241  days  in  each  year  dnring  which  the 
tail  water  at  Holyoke  will  be  lowered  from  1  to  4  feet.  Daring  the  rest 
of  the  year  it  will  be  practically  anaffected. 

The  effect  on  the  head  water  of  the  Windsor  Locks  mills  will  next  be 
considered.  The  canal  of  the  Connecticnt  Biver  Company  now  leaves 
the  river  above  the  Enfield  Dam.  The  normal  pool  level  at  this  point 
is  39  feet  above  the  Hartford  zero.  The  proposed  plan  carries  this  pool 
farther  downstream,  so  that  the  canal  under  the  new  conditions  can 
head  a  mile  and  a  half  farther  down  with  the  same  pool  level.  The  new 
entrance  to  the  canal  will  be  at  the  fixed  dam  at  the  head  of  Brings 
Island,  20.2  miles  from  Holyoke.  The  present  level  of  the  sorflBKse  of 
the  canal  at  this  point  is  37.82  feet  above  the  Hartford  zero.  The  pool 
level  here  will  be  39  feet  above  the  same  datam,  so  that  the  water  sor- 
face  will  be  1.18  feet  higher  than  now.  K  the  same  flow  be  assumed, 
the  water  will  be  higher  at  the  mills  by  the  same  amount;  or,  if  tibe 
gain  be  added  to  the  slope,  the  other  conditions  remaining  the  same, 
the  volume  of  water  reaching  the  mills  will  be  50  per  cent  greater  than 
now.  These  two  benefits  may  be  combined  as  desired.  If  the  Windsor 
Locks  mills  use  no  more  water  than  now,  they  can  have  it  at  a  higher 
elevation,  or  they  can  use  60  per  cent  more  than  now  without  losing 
any  head.  The  part  of  the  canal  thrown  out  is  the  most  difficult  to 
maintain,  as  the  strain  on  its  embankment  during  freshets  is  severe. 
At  such  times  the  actual  entrance  to  the  canal  is  near  where  it  is  now 
proposed  to  place  it  permanently,  as  stop  gates  are  placed  there  to  raise 
the  water  behind  the  embankment  for  its  protection. 

The  third  pool  controls  the  tail  water  of  these  mills^  and  the  net 
effect  upon  their  available  power  results  from  a  combination  of  the  new 
head  and  tail  water  conditions.  With  the  crest  of  the  third  dam  at  8 
feet  above  datum,  the  tail  water  at  the  lower  miU  at  Windsor  Locks 
will  be  a  few  inches  higher  than  now  at  extreme  low  water.  But  the 
effect  on  the  mills  above  is  less,  and  the  difference  for  all  disappears  at 
about  8,000  cubic  feet  per  second  of  discharge,  except  for  the  lowest, 
for  which  the  difference  disappears  at  about  2;),0<)0  cubic  feet  discharge. 
Assuming  that  the  headwater  at  the  lowest  mill  remains  the  same  and 
that  the  superelevation  at  the  head  of  the  canal  is  used  to  increase  the 
slope  and  discharge,  a  preliminary  computation  indicates  that  the  mini- 
mum actual  head  of  water  at  the  lowest  mill  will  be  a  foot  less  than  the 
present;  at  the  next  mill,  6  inches  less,  and  at  the  higher  mills  sub- 
stantially unchanged.  The  discharge  of  water  will  be  increased  50  per 
cent  and  the  aggregate  power  available  from  the  present  canal  will  be 
increased  in  nearly  the  same  ratio. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  volume  of  water  used  remain  as  now  and 
the  superelevation  at  the  head  of  the  canal  be  transferred  to  the  foot, 
the  heads  at  all  the  mills  except  the  lowest  and  at  all  stages  will  be 
greater  than  now.  At  the  lowest  mill  the  head  will  be  unchanged  at 
extreme  low  water  and  will  be  greater  at  higher  stages. 

The  proposed  project  will  not  reduce  the  quantity  of  water  available 
for  the  present  canal.  The  difi'erenVse  between  the  minimum  flow  and 
the  maximum  prospective  consumption  of  the  Windsor  Locks  wheels 
is  ample  to  supply  the  lockage  and  leakage  through  the  dam.  The 
maximum  amount  required  for  lockage  is  relatively  small,  not  exceed- 
ing 200  cubic  feet  per  second,  and  the  dam  can  be  made  so  tight  as  to 
reduce  the  leakage  to  a  small  volume. 

As  already  intimated,  the  proposed  plan  for  making  the  river  itself 
navigable  avoids  some  objections  to  a  lateral  canal.    It  may  be  urged 
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against  lateral  canals  generally  that  they  substitute  at  all  seasons  an 
artificial  and  restricted  channel  for  a  natural  and  less  restricted  oue. 
A  canal  trunk  is  much  more  difficult  to  navigate  than  a  cat  of  the  same 
width  made  in  the  bed  of  a  river.  The  possible  speed  is  less  in  the 
canal  trunk,  and  the  consolidation  of  the  banks  to  permit  even  moderate 
speeds  is  a  matter  of  difficulty  and  cost,  which  is  avoided  in  the  case 
of  a  natural  channel  artificially  deepened.  In  cold  climates  the  canal 
is  closed  by  ice  sooner  than  the  river,  and  opens  later.  There  is  a 
probability  of  suspensions  of  navigation  in  a  canal  by  accidents  to  the 
trunk,  which  is  not  the  case  in  a  natural  channel. 

For  this  particular  case,  assuming,  as  has  already  been  done,  that 
the  location  proposed  by  General  Ellis  is  the  best  for  a  lateral  canal,  it 
appears  that  the  canal  is  practically  a  through  route  from  Hartford  to 
Thorn psonville.  Its  benefits  between  the  points  named  are  limited  to  a 
narrow  belt  on  one  side  of  the  river.  From  the  district  on  the  other  bank, 
including  the  important  town  of  Windsor  Locks,  the  canal  is  separated 
by  the  river  itself.  A  river  navigation  makes  it  possible  to  reach  every 
point  on  both  banks,  and  serves  the  entire  district  to  which  the  river 
is  tributary. 

Bo  far  as  the  mechanical  features  of  the  dams  are  concerned  the  pro- 
posed project  is  pronounced  feasible  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Obanoine 
type  of  dam,  a  fully  established  construction,  can  be  used  at  all  the 
sites^  if  found  necessary.  That  type  is  the  most  costly  and  not  the 
most  suitable  for  the  upper  dam,  which  must  be  operated  frequently  to 
give  the  necessary  control  of  t^e  pool,  and  must  be  kept  in  operation 
while  navigation  is  suspended.  A  dam  of  the  bear-trap  type  is  better 
adapted  to  the  situation,  as  it  is  tighter  and  can  be  operated  more 
rapidly  and  with  less  labor,  and  without  interference  from  ice  or  drift. 
It  is  thought  better,  moreover,  to  control  the  pool  by  a  slight  movement 
of  a  long  crest  than  by  throwing  part  of  the  dam  entirely,  leaving  the 
rest  up,  as  would  have  to  be  done  if  the  Ohanoine  dam  were  adopted. 

At  the  second  and  third  sites  the  objections  to  the  wicket  dam  are 
less  weighty,  as  these  dams  do  not  have  to  be  operated  during  the 
suspension  of  navigation,  and  the  second  has  to  be  operated  mach  less 
frequently  than  either  of  the  others  since  its  pool  does  not  require  dose 
control.  For  the  first  and  second  dams  the  conditions  are  favorable  to 
the  bear  trap,  since  the  slope  is  steep  at  all  stages,  and  by  supplying 
the  hydraulic  chamber  of  the  dam  through  a  conduit  extending  a  short 
distance  upstream  the  initial  head  for  starting  the  gate  will  never  be 
wanting.  Such  is  not  the  case  at  the  third  dam,  and  a  bear  trap,  to 
work  properly  there,  must  be  provided  with  extraneous  power  to  start 
the  gate  up,  a  problem  not  as  yet  satisfactorily  solved,  though  by  no 
means  improbable  of  solution. 

The  ruling  dimensions  provisionally  adopted  as  a  basis  of  estimate 
are  for  locks  260  feet  working  length,  45  feet  width,  and  10  feet  depth 
on  the  sills.  The  excavated  channel  has  been  reckoned  at  150  feet  bot- 
tom width  and  9  feet  deep  below  the  pool  level,  taken  as  horizontal  and 
at  the  crest  of  the  dam.  The  greater  depth  on  the  sills  is  precautionary 
to  permit  the  increase  of  channel  depth  to  10  feet  at  the  cost  of  excava- 
tion only,  should  the  development  of  commerce  demand  such  increase. 
The  depth  of  10  feet  is  that  provided  in  the  river  below  Hartford  at  the 
ordinary  summer  stage,  the  prevailing  one  during  the  season  of  navi- 
gation. The  arrangement  proposed  secures  the  standard  depth  through- 
out the  pools  when  the  discharge  of  the  river  is  a  minimum  and  the 
pools  are  practically  level.    At  Ugher  stages,  when  there  is  a  slope  in 
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the  i)ool8f  there  will  be  greater  depth  in  the  upper  part  of  each  pool, 
bnt  no  more  at  the  first  and  third  dams,  since  it  is  a  part  of  the  project 
to  keep  the  pools  at  these  points  at  a  constant  level  as  long  as  possible. 
The  part  of  each  year  when  the  pools  can  not  be  so  controlled  is  so 
short  and  so  uncertain  that  no  provision  need  be  made  for  increased 
depth  at  such  times,  since  it  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  any  ves- 
sels would  be  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  it.  Hence  the  sills  of  the 
navigable  passes  can  be  kept  up  to  a  reference  which  will  permit  a  draft 
of  10  feet  over  them  when  the  dams  are  down,  provided  a  lower  refer- 
ence is  not  required  to  prevent  engorgement.  This  question  is  one  for 
detail  study  rather  than  a  general  project.  But  it  has  been  ascertained 
by  an  inquiry  directed  to  that  purpose  that  the  sites  which  would 
probably  be  selected  for  the  dams  have  sections  of  natural  engorge- 
ment a  short  distance  above  or  below  them,  so  that  a  moderate  retrench- 
ment of  area  at  the  points  selected  will  not  raise  the  flood  line.  By 
holding  the  sills  well  up  the  desired  effective  height  of  dam  is  secured 
without  unusual  dimensions  in  the  movable  weir. 

The  sites  of  the  dams  provisionally  located  have  already  been  given. 
The  lifts  can  not  be  equally  divided,  as  would  seem  the  natural  pro- 
cedure, on  account  of  the  restrictions  as  to  pool  levels  of  Nos.  1  and  3 
and  the  irregular  profile  of  the  stream.  The  first  pool  is  given  the  level 
which  harmonizes  the  power  interests.  The  third  pool  is  placed  as 
low  as  possible,  with  the  same  object  in  view,  and  the  middle  pool  is 
placed  as  high  as  possible,  to  minimize  the  rock  excavation,  which 
mostly  occurs  there.  Under  these  restrictions  and  conditions  the  levels 
and  maximum  lifts  are  as  follows: 

Level  of  first  pool *89 

Liftof  firet  lock 12* 

Level  of  second  pool *2S^ 

Lift  of  second  lock ^ 18* 

Level  of  third  pool *8 

Lift  of  third  look 8 

These  lifts  correspond  to  extreme  low  water.  At  all  higher  stages  the 
lift  at  each  lock  will  be  less  by  the  fall  of  the  surface  through  the  pool 
below  it.  For  a  discharge  of  40,000  cubic  feet  per  second,  for  example, 
a  vessel  can  pass  from  Hartford  to  the  upper  pool  through  a  rise  of 
water  surface  of  28^  feet,  with  two  lockages  aggregating  16^  feet,  the 
third  dam  being  down. 

Estimates. — ^The  available  data,  though  unusually  elaborate  and  com- 
plete, considered  as  a  general  survey  of  the  river,  are  still  insufficient  as 
a  basis  for  detail  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  structures  proposed  on  the 
sites  provisionally  selected.  The  locks  in  view  are  of  the  usual  type, 
with  mitered  gates  maneuvered  by  hand;  but  the  fact  that  the  locality 
supplies  stone  for  good  masonry  makes  the  character  of  construction  to 
be  adopted  depend  on  local  inquiry,  and  possibly  on  alternative  bids.  It 
is  necessary  to  base  preliminary  estimates  upon  actual  experience  with 
similar  constructions  in  other  localities.  Data  obtained  from  trust- 
worthy sources  are  used,  and  the  figures  given  below  are  believed  to  be 
adequato  and  to  be  in  excess  rather  than  in  defect  of  the  probable 
actual  cost.  The  lock  sites  will  be  in  the  river  bed,  but  a  small  plat  of 
ground  is  required  adjacent  to  each  for  use  in  construction  and  mainte- 
nance and  to  extinguish  riparian  rights.  For  the  same  reasons  a  small 
plat  is  required  adjacent  to  each  abutment.    There  is  very  little  flow- 

*  Above  Hartford  cero 
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age  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  there  is  no  apparent  basis  for 
any  claim  of  any  character  arising  from  the  changed  regimen  of  the 
stream.    So  far  as  can  be  foreseen,  every  interest  that  is  affected  at  aD 

is  benefited. 

Cost  of  three  locks,  at  $100,000 $300,000 

CoBt  of  2.500  feet  movable  dam  of  bear- trap  type,  at  $200  per  foot 600, 000 

Cost  of  fixed  dam  at  Kines  Island 50,000 

Cost  of  land,  flowage,  bmldings,  and  contingencies 225^000 

Total  of  locks  and  dams 1,075,000 

Excavation  of  sand  and  gravel,  600,000  cnbio  yards,  at  25  cents 150, 000 

Excavation  of  rock,  200,000  cnbic  yards,  at  $3 000,000 

Total 1,825,000 

If  Ohanoine  dams  be  nsed  the  cost  of  dams  x>er  foot  may  be  takea 
at  $300,  and  the  grand  total  above  will  be  increased  to  $2,076,000, 
which  may  be  considered  as  the  maximnm  cost  of  project.  In  addition 
to  the  first  cost  as  above  set  forth  there  wonld  be  involved,  if  this 
project  were  adopted,  a  cost  of  mainteuanoe,  including  the  operation  of 
the  locks  and  dams,  the  necessary  repairs  to  the  same,  and  the  smidl 
amount  of  dredging  possibly  required  to  keep  open  the  artificial  cut& 
This  may  be  estimated  approximately  at  $8,000  per  annum. 

In  view  of  this  estimate  of  cost  and  the  commercial  importance  of 

the  stream,  as  set  forth  above,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Connecticut 

Biver  between  Hartford  and  Holyoke  is  worthy  of  improvement  bv  the 

General  Government  in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent  herein  set  rorth. 

Very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Smith  S.  Lsaoh, 
Mtjyar^  Carps  of  JBfi^gtneen. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Ohief  of  Engineers^  U.  SLAm 

(Through  the  Division  Engineer.) 


[First  indonement.] 
FOBTHBAST  DIVISION  ENGINEBB  OfFICB, 

New  Tarhy  November  20^  1897. 

Bespectftally  forwarded  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 

The  present  project  for  the  improvement  of  the  Connecticut  Biver 
contemplates  9  feet  depth  at  extreme  low  water  from  Saybrook  Bar  to 
HartfoM,  a  distance  of  50  miles,  approximately.  The  range  of  tides 
at  Hartford  is  1  foot,  approximately.  From  Hartford  to  Windsor  Locks, 
a  distance  of  11  miles,  the  river  is  ox>en  to  navigation,  but  the  depth  on 
many  bars  being  only  2  to  3  feet  at  mean  low  water,  traffic  during  the 
low- water  periods  is  necessarily  confined  to  boats  of  light  dn^.  At 
Windsor  Locks  the  Enfield  Bapids,  5  miles  long,  carri^  over  a  rocky 
bed  with  a  fall  in  that  distance  of  33  feet,  approximately,  at  low  stage, 
are  first  met,  and  transportation  around  them  is  provided  by  a  private 
canal  of  small  capacity,  on  the  west  bank,  built  under  a  charter  granted 
in  1824.  This  canal  accommodates  boats  only  80  feet  long  by  18  feet 
wide  and  3  to  4  feet  draft. 

In  1872  the  local  officer  submitted  a  plan  to  extend  navigation  18 
miles  farther  upstream  to  Holyoke,  Mass.,  by  a  canal,  with  locks  and 
dams  around  the  rapids,  on  the  east  bank,  extending  from  the  upper 
pool  to  deep  water  in  the  river  below,  of  practically  the  same  length 
as  the  private  canal  on  th^  ^^t  bank^  to  be  used  in  connection  with 
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improyements  by  wing  dams  and  dredging  then  in  progress  in  the  river 
below  the  rapids.  As  the  river  works  did  not  prove  satisfactorily  sue- 
cessftil,  the  local  officer  modified  his  plans  in  1880  by  recommending 
that  the  canal  start  at  the  mouth  of  the  Hockanum  Biver,  just  below 
Hartford,  and  extend  to  the  pool  above  the  fidls,  a  total  length  of  over 
16  miles,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1,300,000.  The  proposed  canal  was 
to  have  a  width  of  120  feet  and  a  depth  of  10  ieet  in  the  trunk,  with 
locks  of  260  feet  length,  55  feet  width,  and  8  feet  depth  over  the  miter 
sills. 

M^or  Leach  now  proposes  to  substitute  for  the  plans  of  1880  others 
providing  for  a  slack-water  improvement  of  the  river  past  the  rapids 
by  means  of  three  locks  and  three  movable  dams,  at  the  maximum 
estimated  cost  of  $2,000,000.  which  he  states  may  be  efTected  with 
advantage  to  navigation  at  all  stages  and  without  injury  to  the  canal 
on  the  west  bank  or  the  water  power  now  used  by  the  industrial  enter- 
prises centered  at  Windsor  Locks  and  Holyoke.  The  bottom  width  of 
the  canal  will  be  150  feet  and  the  depth  9  feet,  and  the  locks  260  feet 
long  and  45  feet  wide,  with  10  feet  depth  on  the  sills. 

The  local  officer  has  carefully  studied  the  natural  conditions  of  the 
river  and  the  necessities  for  its  improvement,  and  his  conclusions  are 
clearly  and  concisely  expressed. 

The  plans  appear  to  be  feasible,  and  I  respectfully  state  that,  in  my 
opinion,  the  Connecticut  Eiver  between  Hartford  and  Holyoke  is  worthy 
of  improvement  by  the  General  Government  in  the  manner  and  to  the 
extent  set  forth  in  M^jor  Leach's  report  dated  November  13, 1897. 

G.  L.  Gillespie, 
OoUmelj  Carps  of  Engineers j  Division 


D  x8. 

8UBYET  OF  SOUTH  NORWALK  HASBOB,  CONNECTICXIT. 

[Pxlnted  in  HooM  Doo.  Ko.  U9,  Fllly-flfth  Ooi^prvM,  wooiid  MMion 

OFFIOB  OF  THB  OHISF  OF  EnOIKBBBS, 

United  Statbs  Abmy, 
Washingtonj  D.  0.,  December  6y  1897. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanjring  report,  dated 
November  30, 1897.  by  M%j.  Smith  S.  Leach,  Oorps  of  Engineers,  con- 
cerning a  survey  of  the  harbor  of  South  Norwalk,  Conn.,  provided  for 
by  the  terms  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896. 

The  harbor  of  South  Norwalk  is  a  part  of  Norwalk  Harbor,  being  that 
portion  of  the  Norwalk  Biver  between  the  city  of  South  Norwalk  and 
Long  Island  Sound.  The  approved  project  for  improving  Norwalk 
Harbor  consists  in  removing  the  shoal  at  Ferrys  Point  to  a  depth  of 
6  feet  at  mean  low  water,  in  making  a  channel  to  South  Norwalk 
160  feet  wide  and  10  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  and  in  widening  the 
two  bends  at  the  harbor  entrance. 

M^jor  Leach  recommends  that  present  project  for  the  improvement 
of  Norwalk  Harbor  be  amended  by  including  therein  a  branch  channel 
to  East  Norwalk  60  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  esti- 
mated to  cost  $5,760;  by  deepening  the  present  channel  above  the  rail- 
road bridge  to  8  feet  at  mean  low  water,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $13,200, 
and  by  maintaining  the  project  dimensions  of  channel  over  the  entire 
harbor,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $2,500  per  annum. 
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In  the  opinion  of  the  local  officer,  the  harbor  of  Norwalk  is  worthy 
of  improvement  by  the  General  Government  in  the  manner  and  to  the 
extent  Bet  forth,  and  his  views  and  recommendations  are  concurred  m 
by  the  division  engineer,  Col.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  Corps  of  Engineers. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  M.  Wilson, 
Brig,  6en.,  Chief  of  JBngineergj 

U.  S.  Army. 
Hon.  B.  A.  Algeb, 

Secretary  of  War.   • 


bbpobt  of  maj.  sioth  s.  lbaoh,  corps  of  enoinbbb8. 

United  States  Enginebr  Offioe, 
Ifew  London^  0<mn.j  November  30j  1897. 

Generax.:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  ui)on  the 
survey  of  the  harbor  of  South  l^orwalk,  Conn.,  authorized  in  the  river 
and  harbor  act  of  June  3, 1896,  and  directed  to  be  made  by  Department 
letter  dated  September  5, 1896.  Inasmuch  as  a  complete  instrumental 
survey  of  Norwalk  Harbor  was  made  in  1894,  and  published  with  a 
large  map  in  House  Document  No.  50,  Fifty-fonrth  Congress,  first  ses- 
sion, no  field  work  was  considered  necessary  in  connection  with  this 
report  The  harbor  of  South  Norwalk,  as  named  in  the  act  cited,  is  a 
part  of  Norwalk  Harbor,  as  surveyed  and  mapped  in  1894,  being  that 
portion  of  the  channel  between  the  city  of  South  Norwalk  and  the 
Sound. 

The  extension  of  the  project  recommended  in  the  report  on  the  1894 
survey  rdated  entirely  to  the  South  Norwalk  part  of  the  harbor,  and 
provided  for  a  depth  of  10  feet  at  mean  low  water,  and  a  width  of  250 
to  300  feet  at  the  sharp  bends  and  150  feet  elsewhere.  So  far  as  can 
be  learned  by  inquiry  of  parties  who  have  been  active  in  forwarding 
this  improvement,  the  project,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  South  Norwall^ 
is  satisfactory,  and  nothing  but  its  reasonably  prompt  execution  is 
desired. 

It  does  not  seem  probable  that  Congress  intended  to  confine  this 
inquiry  to  the  locality  which  the  literal  reading  of  the  act  indicates 
and  for  which  a  liberal  project  had  just  been  reported.  A  more  reason- 
able supposition  is  that  Congress  had  especially  in  view  the  parts  of 
Korwalk  Harbor  which  were  not  included  in  the  last  enlargement  of  the 
project.  Upon  this  supposition  inquiries  have  been  made  as  to  the 
adequacy  of  all  parts  of  Norwalk  Harbor  to  the  demands  of  conunerce, 
and  the  results  are  herein  reported. 

At  East  Norwalk,  opposite  South  Norwalk,  and  below  the  railroad 
bridge,  there  is  300  feet  of  dock  front,  and  it  is  proposed  to  build  as 
much  more.  There  was  a  traffic  last  year  of  6,820  tons  of  coal,  sand, 
brick,  lumber,  and  oysters.  Four  schooners  loaded  with  lumber  were 
discharged  at  South  Norwalk  and  their  cargoes  rafted  across,  because 
there  was  not  sufficient  water  for  the  vessels  to  reach  the  East  Norwalk 
dock  loaded. 

No  work  has  been  done  in  the  East  Norwalk  channel.  In  its  natural 
condition  it  is  regular  in  trace,  60  to  75  feet  wide,  and  averages  1  foot 
deep  at  low  water.  The  navigable  depth  is  substantially  the  tidal  rise, 
which  is  a  fraction  over  7  feet.  The  length  of  channel  to  be  operated 
upon  is  3,000  feet,  and  it  is  thought  that  a  width  of  60  feet  and  a  low- 
water  depth  of  6  feet  will  meet  all  reasonable  demands.  The  yardage 
involved  is  48,000,  and  ita  eoEti  including  administration,  wil!  probably 
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be  12  cents  a  yard,  makiDg  the  estimate  of  the  cost  of  this  part  of  the 
project  $5,760. 

For  the  main  channel  above  the  railroad  bridge,  between  South  Nor- 
walk  and  Norwalk,  the  present  depth,  obtained  by  dredging,  is  6  feet 
at  mean  low  water,  with  widths  of  60  to  100  feet.  The  length  of  this 
channel  is  8,000  feet  The  present  project  contemplates  maintaining 
this  depth.  The  annual  traffic  above  South  Norwalk,  from  reports 
made  by  shippers,  perhaps  not  exhaustive,  consists  of  356  round  trips 
of  steamboats,  drawing  9  feet;  40  round  trips  of  sailing  vessels,  draw- 
ing 10  to  11  feet,  and  81  round  trips  of  barges,  drawing  7^  to  9  feet. 
The  total  tonnage  is  estimated  at  71.925.  The  tonnage  reported  for  the 
whole  harbor  for  the  calendar  year  i896  is  146,000,  ft-om  which  it  would 
appear  that  nearly  half  of  the  whole  traffic  uses  the  channel  above  the 
bridge.  In  view  of  this  fact  and  the  actual  draft  of  vessels  nofced 
above,  the  disparity  in  depth  of  10  feet  below  and  6  feet  above  the 
bridge  seems  unduly  great,  and  a  better-balanced  project  would 
undoubtedly  result  from  increasing  the  latter  to  8  feet.  The  width 
should  be  60  feet  in  the  straight  portions,  increased  to  100  feet  at  the 
bends.  On  this  basis,  to  deepen  the  channel  above  the  bridge  to  8  feet 
at  mean  low  water  will  involve  80,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging  which, 
taken  at  16^  cents,  to  include  administration  and  contingencies,  will 
cost  $13,200. 

I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  that  the  present  project  for  the 
improvement  of  Norwalk  Harbor,  Gonnecticut,  be  amended  by  includ- 
ing therein  a  branch  channel  to  East  Korwalk  60  feet  wide  and  6  feet 
deep  at  mean  low  water,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $6,760;  by  deepening 
the  present  channel  above  the  railroad  bridge  to  8  feet  at  mean  low 
water,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $13,200,  and  by  maintaining  the  project 
dimensions  of  channel  over  the  entire  harbor,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$2,500  per  annum. 

In  my  opinion,  the  harbor  of  Norwalk,  Gonn.,  is  worthy  of  improve- 
ment by  the  General  Government  in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent  set 
forth. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Smith  S.  Leaoh, 
Major y  Carps  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 

(Through  the  Division  Engineer.) 

[First  Indonement.] 

Northeast  Division  Bnoinebb  Office, 

New  York,  December  J3, 1897. 

Bespectfally  forwarded  to  the  Ohief  of  Engineers. 

In  view  of  the  facts  herein  given  relative  to  the  commerce  of  Norwalk 
Harbor,  included  between  South  Norwalk  and  Norwalk,  and  to  that 
existing  at  East  Norwalk,  but  now  hampered  by  inadequate  water  facili- 
ties, it  is  recommended  that  the  present  project  for  the  improvement  of 
Norwalk  Harbor,  Gonnecticut,  be  amended  as  herein  recommended  by 
the  district  officer. 

The  opinion  expressed  by  the  district  officer,  that  the  harbor  of  Nor- 
walk, Gonn.,  is  worthy  of  improvement  by  the  General  Government  in 
the  manner  and  to  the  extent  set  forth  in  his  report  dated  November 
30, 1897,  is  also  concurred  in. 

G.  L.  Gillespie, 
Oolonely  Corps  of  Engineers^  Division  Engineer^ 
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IMPROVEMENT  OF  BAY  RIDGE,  RED  HOOK,  AND  BUTTERMILK  CHANNELS, 
NEW  YORK  HARBOR,  AND  OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  JiTEW  YORK  ON 
LONG  ISLAND  SOUND  AND  ON  SOUTHERN  SHORE  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 


BBPOBT  OF  MAJ.  H.  M.  ADAMS,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS,  OFFICER  IN 
CHARGE,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  SO,  1898,  WITH  OTHER 
DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  THE  WORKS. 


lUFROVSMBNTS. 


1.  Port  Chester  Harbor,  New  York. 

2.  Mamaroneok  Harbor.  New  York. 

3.  East  Chester  Creek,  New  York. 

4.  Bronx  River^  New  York. 

6.  Mattitaok  Harbor,  New  York. 

6.  Port  Jefferson  Harbor,  New  York. 

7.  Huntington  Harbor,  New  York. 

8.  Glencove  Harbor,  New  York. 

9.  Flashing  Bay,  New  York. 
10.  Patchogae  Riyer,  New  York. 


11.  Browns  Creek,  Sayrille,  New  York. 

12.  Canarsie  Bay,  New  York. 

13.  Bay  Ridge,  Red  Hook,  and  Bnttermilk 

onannels.  New  York. 

14.  Gowanas  Creek  Channel,  New  York. 

15.  Newtown  Creek,  New  York. 

16.  Removing   sanken  vessels   or  craft 

obstrncting  or  endangering  navi- 
gation. 


HARBOR  LINBS. 


17.  East  River  at  Long  Island  City,  New 
York,  from  the  canal  of  the  Devoe 
Mannfactnring  Company  to  New- 
town Creek. 


18.  Brooklyn  side  of  East  River,  New 
York,  from  the  Hamilton  avenne 
to  the  New  York  and  Brooklyn 
Bridge. 


United  States  Enginebb  Office, 

yew  York  City,  July  15 j  1898. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  annual  report 
upon  works  of  river  and  harbor  improvement  in  my  charge  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898. 

Very  respectfnUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  Adams, 
Major y  Corps  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8,  A. 


Ex. 

IMPBOVEMENT  OF  POBT  CHE8TEB  HARBOR,  NEW  YORK. 

Port  Chester  Harbor  is  on  the  boundary  line  between  the  States  of 
New  York  and  Connecticut;  it  consists  of  the  tidal  part  of  Byram 
Biver  and  of  a  bay  at  its  mouth. 

BN^  98 63*  W 
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In  1872  a  project  for  improTemeDt  vaa  adopted,  which,  as  sabse- 
qneDtlf  modified,  consists  in  removing  Salt  Rock  to  9  feet  below  mean 
low  water,  building  a  breakwater  from  Sunken  Bock  to  Byram  Point, 
and  dredging  to  make  and  maintain  a  channel  to  the  Fort  Oheater 
wharves,  at  a  total  cost  of  (57,UOO. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  past  fiscal  year  this  project  had  been  com- 
pleted, except  the  dredging  in  the  upper  harbor. 

Detailed  descriptions  of  the  harbor  and  of  the  project  fbr  improve- 
ment are  printed  in  the  Annaal  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Gugioeers  for 
1897,  page  1084. 

OPEBATIONS  DUBHIQ  THE  FISOAI.  TBAB  BITDIIfO  JUim  SO,  1898. 

Ko  work  was  done. 

PBBBENT  OONBITION  OF  IHPBOTBMENT. 

Salt  itook  has  been  removed  to  a  depth  of  9  feet  below  mean  low 
water.  The  breakwater  has  been  bnilt  from  Sunken  Bock  to  high- 
water  mark  on  the  rocks  at  Byram  Point,  leaving  a  gap  30  feet  wide 
near  the  shore  end,  to  allow  small  boats  to  pass  throagh  at  high  tide. 
The  end  of  the  breakwater  has  been  bnilt  up  to  15  feet  above  low  water, 
to  serve  as  beacon  upon  Suoken  Bock. 

A  channel  has  been  dredged  from  deep  water  in  the  bay  to  the  steam- 
boat landing  at  Fort  Chester,  a  distance  of  about  6,300  feet,  with  depth 
of  8  feet  at  mean  low  water  and  width  of  76  feet  up  to  Town  Dock,  and 
above  that  point  with  depth  of  6  feet  at  mean  low  water  and  width  of 
60  feet;  at  the  bend  at  the  steamboat  landing  the  width  was  made  100 
feet.  Above  the  steamboat  landing  the  depdi  is  2}  feet  at  mean  lov 
watOT. 

PBOPOBBD  OPEBATIONS. 

Fntnre  appropriations  should  be  applied  to  maintaining,  exteDdin^ 
and  widening  the  cbauDel. . 

Fort  Cheater  Harbor  ia  in  the  oollectiou  diatriat  of  New  Tork.  The  nttanst  llKht- 
honae  la  on  Otskt  Captains  laland.  If  miles  eaat  of  the  moath  of  the  harbor.  TIm 
neoraBt  irorlia  of  defense  are  die  fortifications  on  Davids  Island,  Now  Toik,  9  milea 
to  the  south  weat. 

Moneg  ttatttneoL 

Jnlf  1, 1897,  balanoe unexpended $186. SS 

JoneSO,  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  ye^...... 186.  S6 

{Amonnt  (eatlmated)  required  for  completion  of  ezistlnK  project &,  000.00 
AmoiintuiatoaiibepTofltablye):pendeainflsoalTearendIiu>JnneSO,1900     6^000.00 
Submitted  in  oompliiuioe  with  requiremente  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acta  of  1S66  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oiTil  aot  of  June  t,  1897. 

Appropriations  for  Improving  Port  Chester  Harbor,  Kew  Tork,  have 
been  made  as  follows : 


"~- 

Aj»*>l 

jii»u,im 
Auk.  x,iaB3 

Aac.lt;  IMS 
SepL  is.  18S0 

IU.M 

Juie  8.  UN 

n.m 

No  oontraot  tor  tUB\iapt<n«iiMm.V^»a\MB&N^%«««&KA&^fh«Qast  fistwlTSse. 
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OOMMXROIAL  STATISTICS  FOB  THB  CALKKDAR  TXAB  1897. 

Arrival  and  departure  of  vMsela, 


. 

Knmber 

of round 

trips. 

Dnlt 

Tonnage. 

ntiOMIMIfl                                                        .......a. ■.......■■••. 

180 

846 

85 

840 

8 
8to  8 
8tol8 
8  to  10 

Tont, 
888 

Ktaom  tnn... ■ 

10  to  00 

Rail  TeoMU 

40  to  400 

Batcm...... 

100  to  600 

""■S""  ..•••...............■■..•...•...•■•...•.•.••_.•..........•••..... 

TotAl 

840 

IMghi  received  and  eh^^ped  hy  water. 


Tons. 


XotlmAtod 
Talno. 


Boceiptos 

OmI 

Bailding  matorlalo 

^iffffii^iMff"#  ........... 

Totia........^ 

ShlpoMBtB: 

Farm  prodnoo 

Mamifaotared  |(ooda,  eto 

Total 


86,400 
10,000 
41,026 


$168,800 

88,800 

1,880,000 


86,026 


1,477,000 


4.060 
18,876 


81,000 
3,070,008 


82,826 


3,161,008 


Hie  abore  Ugana  show  an  'inorease  of  4,201  tons  in  amonnt  of  firoight  oyer  that 
xeported  for  1896. 
Ko  now  linos  of  transportation  have  been  established  since  July  1, 1897* 


.Ea. 


IMPROYEMENT  OF  HAMARONECK  HABBOR,  NEW  YORK. 

Mamaroneok  Harbor,  on  the  north  shore  of  Long  Island  Sound,  about 
5  miles  west  from  the  Oonnecticut  State  line,  consists  of  an  open  shallow 
bay  and  a  narrow  tidal  inlet  about  a  mile  long. 

The  channel  to  the  old  steamboat  wharf  (about  halfway  up  the  inlet) 
bad  a  depth  of  5  feet  at  mean  low  water.  From  there  to  the  upper 
wharves  the  depths  gradually  decreased  to  1  foot.  At  and  near  its 
mouth  the  inlet  was  obstructed  by  several  rocks. 

The  mean  rise  of  tide  at  Mamaroneck  is  about  8  feet. 


PROJECT  FOR  IMPROVEMENT. 

A  survey  of  the  harbor  was  made  in  1881,  in  pursuance  of  the  river 
and  harbor  act  of  that  year,  and  a  project  for  improvement  was  sub- 
mitted, and  under  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1882  was  adopted.  This 
project  consisted  in  removing  Bound  Eock,  in  the  upper  channel,  to  a 
depth  of  4  feet  at  mean  low  water;  in  removing  five  other  rocks  (Bush 
Bock,  part  of  Nells  Bock,  Inner  Steamboat  Bock,  Outer  Steamboat 
Bock,  and  Little  Nanhook)  to  a  depth  of  7  feet,  and  in  dredging  a 
channel  7  feet  deep  and  100  feet  wide  from  Long  Island  Sound  to  the 
old  steamboat  wharf,  and  thence  4  feet  deep  and  80  feet  wide  to  the 
upper  wharves,  together  with  the  closing  of  a  small  channel  east  of 
<«Grassy  Knoll,"  at  a  total  estimated  cost  of  $43^000* 
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Under  appropriations  made  in  1882  and  1896  Bound  Bock  was 
removed  to  4  feet  below  mean  low  water,  and  Bash  and  Inner  Steam- 
boat rocks  to  7  feet  depth,  and  a  channel  60  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep 
at  mean  low  water  was  dredged  to  the  upper  steamboat  dock  (a  dis- 
tance of  about  3,000  feet)  and  was  extended  200  feet  farther  with  35 
feet  width. 

A  sketch  of  Mamaroneck  Harbor  was  printed  in  the  Annual  Beport 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1886,  page  658. 

OPERATIONS  DURING  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30^  1898. 

So  work  was  done. 


PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  IMPR07EMENT. 

Bound  Bock  has  been  removed  to  a  depth  of  4  feet  at  mean  low  water, 
and  Bush  and  Inner  Steamboat  rocks  to  7  feet  depth. 

A.Channel  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  has  been  dredged  from  deep 
water  to  the  upper  steamboat  dock,  60  feet  wide,  and  extends  200  feet 
farther  up  the  harbor  with  30  feet  width. 

PROPOSED  OPERATIONS. 

Future  appropriations  should  be  applied  to  maintaining  and  widen- 
ing the  dredged  channel. 

Mamaroneck  Harbor  is  in  the  colleotion  district  of  New  York.  The  nearest  light- 
house is  on  Execution  Rock,  about  4  miles  south.  The  nearest  works  of  defense  are 
the  fortifications  on  Davids  Island,  New  York,  5  miles  to  the  soath-sonthwest. 

Money  statemefit 

July  1,  1897,  balance  unexpended ••..••••         $G0.54 

June  30, 1886,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year ......  60.54 


{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 18, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expendea  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900  10^  000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 

Appropriations  for  improving  Mamaroneck  Harbor,  New  York,  have 
been  made  as  follows: 


Application. 


Bemoval  of  rooks. 
Dredging 


Total. 


Date. 


▲ng.  2, 1882 
June  3, 1896 


AxDonmk 


$15. 
10, 


25,000 


No  contract  for  this  improYcment  baa  been  in  force  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 


OOMMERCIAL  STATL9TI0B  FOB  THX  CALENDAR  TKAB  1897. 

AtrivaU  and  departure  of  veneU. 


Kind  of  reeseL 


Steemera  (2)^ 

Steam  tngs  (6) 

SaUveaflMa 

Bargee,  canal  boats,  eto 

Total 


Kumber 

of  round 

tripa. 


ISO 

90 

9 

90 


7to8 


7to9 
Tto9 


64  to  US 


120ta2N 
lOOtoflBO 
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Freight  received  and  ehipped  by  toaier. 


Artieles. 


Coal 

Building  nuiterialB 

Crushed  Btone 

Kailroftd  ties,  iron,  ind  xnlBoellADeoDs 

Totid 


BeoelTed. 


Tons. 


11,800 
0,873 
0,000 

21,000 


48,878 


Estimated 
▼aloe. 


$47,200 
88,730 
11,250 

880,000 


767.180 


Shipped. 


Tons. 


8,000 


8,000 


Sstlmated 
Talne. 


$120,000 


120.000 


The  total  tonnaji^e  of  above  commerce,  51,673  tons,  is  greater  than  that  reported  for 
1896  by  19,578  tons. 
No  new  lines  of  transportation  are  reported  established  sinoe  Jnly  1, 1887* 


E3. 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  EAST  CHESTER  CREEK,  NEW  YORK. 

East  Chester  Greek  is  a  small  tidal  stream  which  empties  into  Long 
Island  Sound  just  east  of  Throgs  Neck  and  20  miles  by  water  from  the 
Battery,  New  York  City. 

PROJECTS  FOB  IMPROTBMENT. 

In  1873  a  project  for  improyement  was  adopted,  which  has  since  been 
modified  and  consists  in  making  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  9  feet 
deep  at  mean  high  water  (about  2  feet  at  low  water),  extending  from 
Pelham  Bay  up  the  stream  to  3,000  feet  above  Lockwoods,  and  in 
removing  rocky  obstructions  from  the  mouth' of  the  creek. 

July  1, 1897,  this  project  was  nearly  completed;  there  remained  only 
the  widening  of  the  channel  between  Town  Dock  and  Lockwoods  by 
dredging  and  removing  a  small  amount  of  rock. 

A  detailed  description  of  the  stream  and  of  the  project  for  improve- 
ment is  printed  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for 
1897,  pages  1089-1090. 

OPERATIONS  DURma  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDINa  JUNE  30,  1898. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a  contract  for  dredging  and  rock  exca- 
vation Was  in  force,  entered  into  with  James  McSpirit  under  date  of 
June  7, 1897,  and  expiring  October  1, 1897.  The  contract  provided  for 
removing  about  16,515  cubic  yards  of  material  at  prices,  for  sand,  41 
cents  per  cubic  yard;  for  loose  rock  and  sand  mixed,  $1.09  per  cubic 
yard;  for  solid  rock,  $19  per  cubic  yard. 

Work  under  this  contract  was  begun  July  14  and  completed  Septem- 
ber 22, 1897.  The  total  amount  of  material  removed  was  14,869^  cubic 
yards,  of  which  12,960  cubic  yards  were  sand  and  mud,  1,843  cubic  yards 
were  loose  rock  and  sand  mixed,  and  66^  cubic  yards  were  solid  rock. 

The  channel  from  100  feet  above  Town  Dock  to  the  highway  bridge 
at  Lockwoods,  a  distance  of  about  3,000  feet,  was  widened  by  a  cut  on 
the  west  side  and  by  parts  of  other  cuts  in  the  middle  where  shoals 
were  found,  and  ledge  rock  was  removed  from  the  west  cut  at  about 
1,400  feet  above  Town  Dock  and  at  300  to  700  feet  below  Lockwoods. 
The  channel  was  n^ade  90  to  100  feet  wide,  and  9  feet  deep  at  mean 
high  water,  equivalent  to  2  feet  at  low  watec. 
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PRESENT  CONDITION  OP  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  obannel  has  been  made  9  feet  deep  at  mean  high  water  and  aboat 
100  feet  wide  from  Pelham  Bridge  to  a  point  3,000  feet  above  Lockwooda 
It  is  in  good  condition. 

The  dikes  on  the  east  side  of  the  cat  below  Lockwoods,  bnilt  in 
1877-78,  show  some  deterioration.    Fo  repair  is  necessary  at  present 

PROPOSED  OPERATIONS. 

The  project  for  this  improvement  is  considered  completed;  no  farther 
work  is  proposed. 

An  act  of  Congress  approved  Febrnary  17, 1897,  authorized  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  in  his  discretion,  to  expend  the  whole  or  any  i>ortion  of 
any  appropriation  theretofore  made  for  the  improvement  of  East  Ohester 
Greek  ''upon  that  portion  of  the  improvement  included  in  recent  sur- 
veys extending  the  improvement  to  the  head  of  tide  water."  When 
the  improvement  of  the  channel  below  Lockwoods  was  completed,  it 
was  found  that  the  balance  of  funds  remaining  was  too  small  to  effect 
any* useful  result  upon  the  extension,  and,  with  approval  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  dated  October  6, 1897,  it  was  decided  not  to  apply  the 
funds  to  that  purpose  at  present. 

East  Chester  Creek,  New  York,  is  in  the  collection  district  of  New  York.  The 
nearest  light-house  is  on  the  ''Stepping  Stones/'  3  miles  southeast  of  the  mouth  of 
the  creek.  The  nearest  work  of  defense  is  Fort  Schuyler,  Throgs  Neok,  about  8^ 
miles  south. 

Money  statement. 

July  L 1897,  balance  unexpended $10,384.74 

June  30,  ISS^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 9, 378.84 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended • 1,010.90 

Appropriations  for  improving  East  Ohester  Greek  have  been  made  as 
follows: 


ApplioAtton. 


Cnttinj;  through  marsh  and  rook  and  diking  (in  1877) 

Dredging  onder  Boston  Road  Bridge  uid  at  (Joose  Island 

Dredging  near  Lockwoods,  Goose  Island,  and  Pelham  Bridge 

Dredging,  from  40  to  90  feet  wide,  from  Pell  Pdnt  to  Town  Dook / 

Dredging  abore  Town  Dock 

Dredging  abOTO  Lockwoods 

Do 


Dredging.. 
Total 


Date. 


Mar. 

Mar. 

June; 

Mar. 

Jane! 

Ang. 

Aug. 

Ang. 

June 


Amonni. 


8,1878 

$2S.OOO 

8,1879 

11,000 

18,1878 

10,080 

8,1879 

8,800 

14,1880 

8,600 

fi.1888 

10,000 

11,1888 

8,000 

18.1894 

18,000 

8,1886 

10,000 

n^oto 


CONTRACT  IN  FORCE  DURING  THS  FISCAL  TBAR  ENDING  JUNB  30,  1898. 


centa 


Dredging  and  rook  excavation:  mnd,  sand,  eto.,  abont  15,000  cnbic  yards,  at  41 
nta  per  cubic  yard,  scow  measnremeut;  BOlid  rock,  abont  15  onbio  yarda,  at  $19 
per  cubic  yard,  measured  in  place j  loose  rock,  abont  1,500  cnbic  varda,  at  $1.09  per 
cnbic  yard,  measured  in  scows.  Name  of  contractor,  James  McSpfrity  of  Jersey  Citji 
N.  J. ;  date  of  contract,  June  7, 1897;  date  of  approval,  June  15, 1897:  date  of  begin- 
ning, July  14, 1897;  date  of  completing  work,  September  22, 1897;  date  of  coniratian 
of  contract,  October  1, 1897. 


Onl 
ibrl 


^let6  data  for  V^SX  \iX^^  ^^\.\iWQ.  c^AAiaifi^*  T^  I^^as^t^ 

ahowt  the  ooiiim«coe  t«pot\^  «i  ^«»x  «!||^\ 
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ArrivdU  and  departurei  ofve$8el»* 

[Dnft,8  to  10  lbot{  tonnage,  300  to  800  tons.] 

Steamers 544 

SaUvesMlB.. ! 27 

Barges - 230 

Total 801 

Freight  received  and  ehipped  hff  water. 


Artiolei. 


Ettlmated 
Talua. 


Ooia 

Bnilding  nuterials 

HiaoelUuMOOi  steamor  freights,  mIim,  asphalt^  onuhed  atone,  eto 

TMal 


16,878 

7.580 

70,470 


04,028 


184,800 

50,800 

2^063.806 


2,180,180 


Ko  now  lines  of  transportation  have  been  establislied  since  July  1, 1807. 


E4. 
mPROVEMENT  OP  BRONX  RIVER,  NEW  YORK. 

The  Bronx  Elver  is  a  small  stream  which  flows  southwardly  throngh 
Westchester  County  and  discharges  into  the  East  Biver,  Kew  York, 
about  halfway  between  Hell  Gate  and  Throgs  Neck.  For  the  lower  3 
miles  of  its  course,  from  West  Farms  to  the  mouth,  the  river  is  a  tidal 
stream,  navigable  at  high  water.  This  part  of  the  Bronx  Biver  lies 
wholly  within  the  boundaries  of  New  York  City.  Excepting  a  small 
bay  at  the  mouth,  the  stream  is  everywhere  narrow,  with  widths  rang- 
ing from  50  to  300  feet.  The  natural  depth  in  the  bay  is  about  4  feet  at 
mean  low  water,  decreasing  to  1  foot  or  less  at  the  West  Farms  Docks. 
A  short  distance  above  these  docks  there  is  a  dam  which  wholly  limits 
navigation. 

The  navigable  part  of  the  river  is  crossed  by  two  bridges,  both  with 
draws;  the  lower  one  is  a  highway  bridge,  about  2^  miles  above  the 
mouth  of  the  bay;  600  feet  abovB  is  the  bridge  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  and  Hartford  Bailroad,  Harlem  Biver  branch. 

The  mean  rise  of  tide  in  the  bay  is  6.6  feet;  at  West  Farms  it  is  5.9 
fleet. 

PROJECT  FOR  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  1880  provided  for  a  survey  of  jjhe  Bronx 
Biver.  The  reporjb  on  the  survey  presented  plans  for  making  a  channel 
30  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $42,000.  No 
appropriation  was  made  for  beginning  work. 

A  survey  of  the  Bronx  Biver  was  again  made  in  compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1890,  the  report  upon  which, 
printed  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1891,  page 
951,  presented  a  project  for  improvement  which  was  adopted  under  the 
terms  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1896.  This  project  consists  in 
dredging  and  removal  of  rock  to  make  a  navigable  channel  4  feet  deep 
at  mean  low  water,  to  be  100  feet  wide  from  the  entrance  (Strain  place) 
to  Barlow  street,  thence  to  Dongan  street  to  be  60  t^t  ^^^^^  vs^^ 
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thence  to  the  head  of  navigation  at  West  Farms  to  be  60  feet  wide,  at 
tin  estimated  cost  of  $85,9^. 

Harbor  lines  in  the  bay  at  the  month  of  Bronx  Biver  were  established 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  January  9, 1891. 

OPERATIONS  DURING  THE  FISOAL  YEAR  ENDING  JX7NB  30,  1898. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  work  of  rock  excavation  and 
removal  was  in  progress  under  a  contract  with  Frank  Pidgeon,  dated 
September  28,  1896,  and  expiring  under  extension  July  31, 1897.  The 
contract  provided  for  removal  of  about  1,300  cubic  yards  of  rock,  at 
$6.89  per  cubic  yard,  so  as  to  make  a  depth  of  6  feet  at  mean  low  water, 
where  the  depth  had  been  from  zero  to  4  feet. 

The  contract  was  subsequently  extended  to  September  30, 1897,  and 
was  completed  September  22, 1897,  the  total  amount  of  rock  removed 
being  1,250  cubic  yards.  The  work  done  under  the  contract  consisted 
in  the  removal  of  two  ledges,  one  about  1,300  feet  below  the  highway 
bridge  at  Westchester  avenue  and  one  just  below  that  bridge,  and  of 
the  removal  of  125  linear  feet  of  the  lower  part  of  a  third  ledge,  about 
200  feet  above  the  bridge.  These  ledges  projected  from  the  east  bank 
into  and  across  the  channel,  and  the  maximum  available  depth  over 
them  was  about  1  foot  at  low  water. 

The  blasted  rock  was  for  the  most  part  removed  by  a  dredge 
employed  for  the  purpose  at  different  times.  Toward  the  close  of  the 
work  small  pieces  which  projected  above  the  required  depth  were 
removed  by  divers  and  a  derrick. 

PRESENT  OONDITION  OF  IMPROVEMENT. 

Three  ledges  lying  within  the  50-foot  channel  have  been  removed, 
from  a  point  1,300  feet  below  to  350  feet  above  the  Westchester  Avenue 
Highway  Bridge,  except  immediately  under  and  close  to  the  bridge, 
making  a  depti  of  6  feet  at  mean  low  water,  where  rock  was  found  less 
than  the  projected  depth  of  4  feet.  The  channel  depth  up  to  that 
point,  where  the  bottom  is  muddy,  is  about  3.  feet.  Above  the  railroad 
bridge,  where  no  work  has  been  done,  the  channel  depth  is  from  zero 
to  2^  feet. 

PROPOSED  OPERATIONS. 

Future  appropriations  should  be  applied  to  dredging  and  rock 
removal  proposed  under  the  project. 

The  Bronx  River  is  in  the  oolleotion  district  of  New  Tork.  The  nearest  light- 
house is  on  North  Brother  Island,  about  2  miles  west  from  the  month  of  the  river. 
The  nearest  work  of  defense  is  Fort  Schuyler,  Throgs  Neck,  New  York. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  nnexx>ended $7,501.09 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 7,50L09 


compliance  with  requirements  

I    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 18Q1, 

The  only  appropriation  made  by  Congress  for  this  improvement  is 
that  of  (10,000,  made  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1896. 
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CONTRACT  IN  FORCK  DURING  THE  FISCAL  YKAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1898/ 

Contract  for  rock  removal:  About  1,300  onbic  yards,  at  $6.89  per  cubic  yard,  solid; 
name  of  contractor,  Frank  Pidgeon,  of  Sangerties,  N.  T.;  date  of  contract,  Septem- 
ber 28, 1896;  date  of  approval,  October  12,  1896;  date  of  beginning  work,  October 
17, 1896;  date  of  expiration,  June  30, 1897,  extended  to  September  30, 1897;  date  of 
completion  of  work,  September  22,  1897. 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS  FOR  CALENDAR  TEAR  1897. 

ArrivaU^tmd  depariurea  ofve$$eU. 

[Draft,  4  to  6  feet;  tonnage,  85  to  800  tons.] 

UTiunber. 

Steamers 6 

Tngs 1,350 

SaU  vessels ^        68 

Barges,  etc 607 

Total 2,031 

Freight  received  by  water  {no  ehipinenie). 


Articles. 


Odd 

Lumber 

Bnllding  materials — 

Ice .«. 

General  merchandise . 

Total 


65,600 

6,700 

54,880 

12,000 

1,780 


139, 810 


Estimated 
▼alae. 


$241,750 

48,700 

183,160 

80,000 

82.425 


528,025 


Tbe  above  figures  show  an  increase  over  the  amount  of  freight  reported  for  1896 
of  45,066  tons. 
No  new  lines  of  tnmsportation  are  reported  as  established  since  July  1, 1897. 


DfPBOVElfENT  OF  MATTITUCK  HABBOR,  NEW  YOBK. 

Hattitack  Harbor  is  a  tidal  inlet  on  the  north  shore  of  Long  Island, 
about  70  miles  east  from  !New  York  Oity. 


PBOJEOT  FOB  IMPBOYEMENT. 

Under  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1896  a  project  for  improvement 
was  adopted  which  consisted  in  making  a  channel  to  be  7  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water  and  100  feet  wide  at  the  entrance,  thence  to  the  mill- 
dam  80  feet  wide,  and  extending  it  to  the  Mattitnck  village  with  a 
depth  of  7  feet  at  high  water  and  width  of  80  feet,  the  entrance  chan- 
nel to  be  protected  by  parallel  jetties,  at  a  total  estimated  cost  of 
$83,000. 

No  work  has  yet  been  done  under  this  project. 

Further  details  as  to  this  harbor  and  the  project  for  improvement 
are  printed  in  the  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897, 
page  1095,  and  for  1891,  page  843. 
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OPERATIONS  DURma  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JT7NE  30,  1898. 

FothiDg  has  been  done.  The  first  work  necessary  nnder  the  project 
for  this  improvement  is  the  constrnction  of  the  parallel  jetties  to  pro- 
tect and  fix  the  shifting  channel.  The  construction  of  these  two  jetties 
was  estimated  to  cost  about  $40,000,  and  the  available  funds  would  be 
sufficient  to  build  about  one-half  of  either,  from  which  no  benefit  to 
navigation  could  result.  Therefore,  with  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  dated  February  12,  1897,  the  project  for  the  application  of  the 
funds  provided  for  Mattituck  Harbor  was  modified  to  permit  of  their 
retention  until  a  sufficient  sum  is  appropriated  to  complete  at  least  one 
of  the  jetties. 

PROPOSED  OPERATIONS. 

For  the  reason  above  stated  no  work  is  at  present  proposed. 

Mattitnck  Harbor  is  in  the  ooileotion  district  of  New  York.  The  nearest  lieht- 
hoase  is  on  Hortons  Pointy  abont  8  miles  to  the  northeast.  The  nearest  work  of 
defense  is  Fort  Hale,  New  Haven  Harbor,  Connectioat,  about  25  miles  northwest. 

Money  statemenU 

Jnly  1, 1897, balance  anexpended...^ $10,000.00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnexi>ended 10,000.00 


< 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 73, 000. 00 

AmooDt  that  can  beprofitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endine  June 30, 1900  10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  |}ver  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Juii^  4, 1897. 

Appropriations  for  improving  Mattitnck  Harbor,  Kew  York;  $10,000, 
by  act  of  Jnne  3, 1896;  not  yet  expended. 
So  contract  in  force  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 


OOMMKRCIAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  CALXNDAB  TSAR  1897* 

No  statement  of  amount  of  tonnage  of  freights  by  water  has  been  reeeived.  The 
harbor  in  its  present  condition  is  navigated  only  by  boats  of  very  light  drafts  and 
even  this  is  done  with  difficulty. 

The  greater  part  of  the  freighting  to  and  from  Mattituck,  Mtimated  at  about 
100,000  tons  in  1896,  is  done  by  rail. 


£6. 
DiPBOVEMENT  OP  PORT  JEFFERSON  HABBOB,  NEW  TOBK. 

Port  Jefferson  Harbor  is  on  the  north  shore  of  Long  Island  and  about 
60  miles  east  from  Kew  York  Gity. 

PBOJEOT  FOB  IMPBOYEMENT. 

In  1871  a  project  was  adopted  under  which,  in  1883,  a  channel  100 
feet  wide  and  8  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  haa  been  dredged  through 
the  inlet,  and  riprap  jetti^  YiaA  b^en  built  to  protect  the  cliannel  on 
either  side. 
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In  1890  a  project  was  adopted  for  enlarging  the  jetties  and  dredging 
the  channel  200  feet  wide  and  10  feet  deep;  this  was  modified  to  pro- 
vide for  12  Teet  depth  by  the  terms  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1894. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  both  jetties  had  been  partly  enlarged,  and  a  channel 
160  to  180  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  had  been  nearly 
completed. 

Detailed  description  of  the  harbor  and  of  the  projects  for  improve- 
ment are  printed  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  OMef  of  Engineers  for 
1897,  page  1097. 

OPERATIONS  DURING  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1898. 

• 

At  the  begiDning  of  the  year  dredging  was  in  progress  under  a  con- 
tract with  the  Kewburg  Dredging  Company,  dated  March  22, 1897,  and 
expiring  August  31, 1897. 

The  contract  was  completed  July  2, 1898;  the  work  done  during  the 
fiscal  year  consisted  in  dredgiug  1,138  cubic  yards  of  sand  and  in  com- 
pleting the  removal  of  a  shoal  spot  in  the  dredged  channel. 

The  total  work  done  under  the  contract  consisted  in  the  removal  of 
28,420  cubic  yards  of  sand  and  stoues;  the  channel  of  12  feet  depth  at 
mean  low  water  was  widened  60  feet,  making  its  width  160  feet,  and 
on  the  inner  half  of  the  bar  an  additional  cut  of  20  feet  width  was 
made. 

PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  east  jetty  is  1,390  feet  long,  part  of  the  shore  end  being  covered 
by  sand  which  has  drifted  in;  it  is  6  feet  above  high- water  level,  and 
approximately  4  feet  wide  on  top.  The  west  jetty  is  940  feet  long;  the 
outer  250  feet  has  been  built  up  to  about  4  feet  above  high  water,  with 
4  feet  top  width ;  the  inner  part  is  about  2  feet  above  low  water.  Both 
jetties  are  rough  and  in  an  unfinished  condition ;  they  require  building 
up,  trimming,  and  filling  out  the  side  slopes. 

The  dredged  channel,  made  240  feet  wide  and  10  feet  deep,  has 
shoaled  on  the  east  side  at  the  inner  end  and  is  now  about  200  feet 
wide.  The  12- foot  channel,  now  160  to  180  feet  wide,  lies  within  and 
on  the  west  side  of  the  lO'-foot  channel. 

PROPOSED  OPERATIONS. 

With  future  appropriations  it  is  proposed  to  repair  and  enlarge  the 
jetties  as  provided  for  in  the  adopted  project,  and  to  maintain  the 
dredged  channel. 

Port  Jefferson  la  a  port  of  delivery  in  the  opUection  district  of  New  York.  There 
is  a  light-honse  on  Old  Field  Poinlli  milee  west  of  the  harbor  entrance.  Fort  Hale, 
New  Haven  Harbor,  Conneotioat,  23  milee  distant,  is  the  nearest  work  of  defense. 

Money  Mtatement 

Jnljl,  18d7,  balance  unexpended $6,021.66 

Jnne30, 1896,  anioont  expended  during  fiscal  year 6,242.45 

Jnly  1, 1896,  balance  unexpended 779.21 

{Amount  ^estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 95, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1900    25, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  ox  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acta  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  1, 1897. 
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Appropriations  for  improving  Port  Jefferson  Harbor  have  been  made 
as  follows: 


Application. 


AvuRmi 


Eor  preyiona  projects: 

£Mt  Jetty  : 

Do , 

Sast  and  west  jett1e» .... 
East  Jetty  and  dreilj^iug 
East  and  west  Jetties . . . 

Dredging 

East  and  west  Jetties . .. 
East  Jetty 

Do 


Total  for  the  previons  projects 


For  the  present  project; 

Enlargingjetties  and  dredging 

Dredging  10  feet  deep 

Dredging  12  feet  deep 

Under  contract  for  dredging  12  feet  deep 


Total  for  present  prcject 

The  total  amount  appropriated  for  thitf  harbor  since  1871  is 


Ifiar. 

June 
Mar. 
Ang. 
Jnne 
Ifiar. 
Jnne 
Ifiar. 
Anff. 


3.1871 
10,1872 

8,1875 
14,1876 
18,1878 

8,1879 
14,1880 

3,1881 

2,1882 


Sept  18, 1880 
July  13, 1802 
Ang.  18, 1804 
Jnne  3,1886 


$15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
8,000 
8,000 
5.000 
3,000 
4,000 
8.000 


78^000 


25,000 

10,000 

7,500 

7,500 


50,000 


120^000 


CONTRACT  IN  FORGE  DURXNG  TEEB  FISCAL  TEAR  EKDUYQ  JX7NB  30,  1898. 

Contract  for  dredging  about  28,400  cnbic  yards,  at  23|  cents  per  cnbio  yard, 
measnred  in  scows;  name  of  contractor,  Mewburg  Dredging  Company,  of  Newbmg, 
N.  Y. ;  date  of  contract,  March  22,  1897;  date  of  approval,  April  2,  1897;  date  of 
beginning  work.  May  13,  1897;  date  of  expiration,  Angost  31,  1897;  contract  com- 
pleted, Jiuy  2, 1^ ;  amount  removed,  28,420  cobio  yards. 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  CAIENDAR  YEAR  1897. 


Articles. 


Tons. 


Estimated 
valoe. 


Receipts : 

Coal 

Lumber 

Building  materials . . . 

Grain 

General  merchandise 

•    Total 

Shipments: 

Flour 

Farm  prodnoe 

Total 


7,240 
3,132 
SOO 
0,800 
1,500 


22,172 


1,800 
2,025 


ia.835 


128,096 

45,500 

8,690 

101,200 
40.000 


222,445 


60,000 
9,125 


59,125 


a  Probably  not  complete. 

Ve8$els  engaged  in  above  oammeroe. 


Claaa. 


Steamers 

Sailing  vessels 

Barges,  etc 


Komber 

of  round 

trips. 


oTlO 

al,200 

7 


Tonnage. 


Tont. 
10  to  1, 100 
15  to  1,250 
100  to     2S0 


Dralt 


StolS 
4  to  14 
4to  8 
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VmuU  enrolled  or  lieeneed, 
[FniniBlied  1^  Customa  CoUAotor  Frank  Baylis.] 


SteMnen 

Sailing  Teasela 


Number. 


Aggregate 
net  ton- 
nage. 


888 
e,  080.82 


Aggregate 

gPOM 

tonnage. 


509 

7,877.49 


The  above  figures  show  a  total  of  25,497  tons  of  freight,  which  is  less  than  the 
amoimt  report^  for  1896  by  6,203  tons. 
No  new  lines  of  transportation  are  reported  as  established  since  Jnly  1, 1887. 


£  7* 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  HUNTINGTON  HARBOR,  NEW  YORK. 

Huntington  Harbor  is  on  the  north  Shore  of  Long  Island,  and  about 
40  miles  east  from  New  York  Gity. 

PROJEOTS  FOR  IMPROVEMENT. 

In  1872  a  project  was  adopted  under  which  in  1873  a  shoal  at  the 
harbor  entrance  was  removed  and  a  channel  2,200  feet  long,  130  to  150 
feet  wide,  and  8  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  was  dredged  up  to  the 
town  landings. 

In  1884  this  channel  had  completely  filled  up. 

In  1890  a  project  was  adopted  tor  restoring  and  maintaining  this 
channel,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $32,000. 

July  1, 1897,  the  channel  had  been  dredged  8  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water,  with  width  of  175  feet  up  to  the  old  town  dock,  230  feet  wide  at 
the  4ock,  and  about  100  feet  wide  for  200  feet  fartlier  upstream. 

Detailed  descriptions  of  the  harbor  and  of  the  projects  for  improve- 
ment are  printed  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Ghief  of  Engineers  for 
1897,  pages  1100, 1101. 

OPERATIONS  DURING  THE  FISOAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30, 1898. 

No  work  was  done. 

PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  IMPROVEMENT. 

Hie  dredged  channel  has  been  made  175  feet  wide  up  to  the  bend  at 
the  old  town  dock,  230  feet  wide  at  the  bend,  and  about  100  feet  wide 
for  about  200  feet  above  the  bend,  the  width  over  100  feet  being  made 
for  purposes  of  maintenance,  in  lieu  of  piling;  the  depth  made  has 
been  8  feet  below  mean  low  water. 

PROPOSED  OPERATIONS. 

It  is  proposed  to  apply  future  appropriations  to  maintaining  the 
channel. 

Hunting^n  Harbor  is  in  the  ooUection  district  of  New  York.  The  nearest  light- 
house is  on  Eatons  Point,  at  the  east  side  of  the  month  of  Huntington  Bay.  about  4 
milee  distant  from  the  harbor.  The  nearest  works  of  defense  are  the  fortifications 
at  Willets  Point,  about  20  miles  westward. 
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Money  itatement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  anexpended ••••        $919.17 

July  30,  1^,  amoDnt  expended  during  fiscal  year ••••  319.77 


compliance  witn  requirements 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  snndry  civil  act  of  Jnne  4, 1897. 

Appropriations  for  improving  Huntington  Harbor  have  been  made 
as  follows: 


ApplloatioiL 


Date. 


For  »  prerioiu  prcjeot : 
Dredging 


For  the  pretent  project: 


r  toe  prete: 
Dredging 

Do 

Do 

Do 


June  10, 1873 


Septl9,18M 
July  13, 1892 
Ang.  18, 1884 
Jane  8,1886 


'TotelforpraoentpntJeot 

Total  for  Hnntington  Harbor,  both  prctjeots. 


18,000 
8,000 
8,000 
6,000 


0,000 


44,600 


No  contract  in  force  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  SO,  1898, 


Ckmtmerdal  itaiittio$fwr  the  ealmdar  year  1897. 


Artioleo. 


Seeeipta: 

Goal 

Building  material .... 

Grain 

General  mevohandiae 


Total 
Shipmenta: 


inn 


arm  produce,  «to 


6^600 

5»8J7 

767 

8,608 


18,084 


•6,600 


tSL  OOft  OB 
94,000.00 
18.808.60 

900^008.00 


880,808.68 


•  Shipmenta  Tory  uncertain. 


Ve$ieU  engaged  in  above  eommerce^ 


Steamera 

Sailing  Teasels. 
Barges,  etc 


Glass. 


Number. 


Estimated 

number  of 

round  tripa. 


468 

100 

8 


Tonnage. 


Tona. 
126  to  240 
60  to  100 
200 


Draft. 


8to8 

? 


The  above  figures  show  a  total  of  28,584  tons,  which  is  less  than  the  amount 
reported  for  1896  by  49,766  tons. 
No  new  lines  of  transportation  are  reported  as  established  since  July  1, 1897. 
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£  8. 
DfPROYEMENT  OF  GLENCOVE  HARBOR,  NEW  YORK. 

This  harbor  is  a  small  tidal  iDlet  on  the  east  side  of  Hempstead 
Harbor,  Long  Island,  aboat  27  miles  by  water  from  the  Battery,  New 
York  City. 

PROJECT  FOR  IMPROVEMENT. 

In  1888  a  project  for  improvement  was  adopted;  it  was  modified  in 
1895,  and  now  consists  in  building  a  breakwater  in  Hempstead  Harbor 
to  shelter  the  anchorage  outside  Glencove  Harbor,  the  breakwater  to 
be  about  2,000  feet  long,  3  feet  above  high  water,  with  top  width  of  5 
feet.    The  estimated  cost  is  $135,000. 

July  1, 1897, 1,405  linear  feet  of  the  breakwater  had  been  built. 

Further  details  concerning  the  harbor  and  project  for  improvement 
are  printed  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Ghief  of  Engineers  for  1897, 
page  1103. 

OPERATIONS  DURING  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1898. 

Ko  work  of  construction  has  been  done. 

A  red  light  has  been  maintained  upon  the  outer  end  of  the  uncom- 
pleted breakwater. 

PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  breakwater  is  now  1,406  feet  long,  with  3  feet  top  width  at  a 
level  of  4  feet  above  mean  high  water.  It  has  settled  slightly  in  places. 
The  work  contains  about  80,580  tons  of  riprap. 

At  its  present  length  the  breakwater  affords  a  shelter  to  vessels  wait- 
ing for  tide  to  enter  Glencove  Harbor,  and  also  to  local  commerce  at 
the  Olencove  Dock. 

PROPOSED  OPERATIONS. 

Future  appropriations  should  be  applied  to  the  extension  of  the 
breakwater  under  the  adopted  project 

Glenoove  Harbor  is  in  the  collection  district  of  New  York.  The  nearest  light- 
honse  is  on  Sands  Point,  aboat  4  miles  west.  Fort  Schuyler,  New  York  Harbor,  is 
tiie  nearest  work  of  defense. 

Manejf  itatement 

Jnly  1,1887,  balance  nneacpended 1670.26 

June  90, 18^  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 206.20 

Jnlyl,  1S96,  balance  nnexpended 866.06 

Jnlyl,  1808,  ontstanding liabilities 16.00 

Jnlyl,  1888,  balance  avaUable 849.06 

IAmonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  ezistinff  prq|ect 72, 000^  00 
Amoun  t  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscaly  ear  ending  June  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compnanoe  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  oItII  act  of  June  4, 1897. 
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Appropriations  for  improving  Olencove  Harbor,  New  York,  have 
been  made  as  follows: 


Application. 


Breakwater  oonstruction Ani:.  11, 1888 

Do I  Sept.  1»,  1890 

Do ;  Jalyia.l8OT 

Do Aug.  18,18m 

Do June  3,1896 


Total 


15.000 

10.000 

10.000 

8.000 


61,000 


No  contract  for  this  improvement  has  been  in  force  daring  the  fiscal 
year  ending  Jnne  30, 1898. 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS  RBPORTBD  FOB  THE  CALENDAR 

Arrival*  and  depariure$  of  ve$BeU. 
[Draft,  ii  to  7|  feet;  tonnage,  20  to  830  tona.] 


1897. 


Kind  of  vesaela. 


Steamera,  steam  tugs,  and  y  itch  is. 
Sailing  yeaaels 


Number  '  Aggr^ate 


of  round 
tripa. 


Total 


2,664 


tonnage  of 
aUteipa. 


S77,406 
29,750 
93,600 


400,756 


Freight  received  and  ehipped  hy  water. 


Chief  articles. 


Estimated 
Talne. 


Receipts: 

Coal 

Com 

Building  materials,  lumber,  barrels,  etc 
Miscellaneoas 


1&.000 

50,400 

150,000 

185,000 


$60,000 

7^0,000 

105.000 

1.447.000 


Total 


000 


Shipments : 

Starch,  glucose,  etc. 
Miacellaneous 


165.000 
168,000 


2,696,000 
1,269,000 


Total 

Total  receipts  and  shipments. 


8,967,000 


733.400 


6,299,000 


The  report  for  1897  hIiowb  626,965  tons  more  freight  than  was  reported  in  1S96. 
No  new  lines  of  transportation  have  been  established  since  July  1,  lfi^« 


E  9* 

IMPROVEB£ENT  OF  FLUSHING  BAY,  NEW  YORK. 

Flashing  Bay  is  on  the  north  shore  of  Long  Island,  about  14  miles 
by  water  from  the  Battery,  New  York  City. 

PBOJEOT  FOB  IMPBOVSMENT. 

In  1879  a  project  for  this  improvement  was  adopted,  which,  as  since 
modified,  consists  in  bailding  a  dike  4,663  feet  long  on  the  west  side  of 
the  channel  and  in  making  and  maintaining  a  channel  6  feet  deep  at 
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mean  low  water  ap  to  the  lower  bridge  at  FlasUing,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $173,600. 

Up  to  Joly  1, 1897,  4,663  linear  feet  of  diking  had  been  buUt;  the 
channel  had  been  dredged  to  the  required  depth  and  had  been  gener- 
erally  maintained  by  dredging. 

OPERATIONS  DURING  THE  FISOAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1898. 

Ko  work  was  done. 

PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  dike,  4,663  feet  long,  is  in  poor  condition.  The  outer  part,  1,606 
feet  long,  which  was  left  partly  completed  in  1891,  has  since  been  nearly 
destroyed  by  storms  and  ice.  Further  work  upon  the  dike  being  dis- 
continued, owing  to  the  strong  opposition  of  property  owners  along 
the  shores  of  the  bay  (see  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for 
1892,  page  723),  it  is  not  proposed  to  repair  the  structure.  A  small  light 
at  the  outer  (north)  end  of  the  dike,  maintained  by  the  Light-House. 
Department,  prevents  that  work  in  its  present  condition  being  a  serious 
menace  to  local  navigation. 

At  completion  of  last  contract,  in  May,  1897,  the  channel  up  to  Flush- 
ing was  in  good  condition,  with  an  available  depth  of  6  feet  or  over  at 
mean  low  water. 

PROPOSED  OPERATIONS. 

Future  appropriations  will  be  applied  to  dredging  to  maintain  and 
widen  the  channel  to  Flushing. 

Floshing  Bay  is  in  the  collection  district  of  New  York.  The  nearest  li^ht-honse 
is  on  North  Brother  Island,  3  miles  to  the  northwest.  There  is  a  small  light  on  the 
north  end  of  the  dike,  in  the  bay,  maintained  by  the  Light-House  Department.  Fort 
Schuyler  and  Willets  Point,  about  4  miles  east  from  the  month  of  the  bay,  are  the 
nearest  works  of  defense. 

Money  atatemenU 

July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended $625.24 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 119. 37 

Jnly  1, 1898, balance  unexpended 505.87 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing;  project 50, 500. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  oompiiance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

Appropriations  for  improving  Flushing  Bay,  New  York,  have  been 
made  as  follows: 


Application. 


Constmotloiief  dike 

Dredging 

Do 

Do 

Constmotioa  of  dike  &nd  dredging. 

Bepair  of  dike  and  dredging 

Dredging 

Do;;i""ii;iiiii"ii;iiii;iii; 


Total 


Mar. 
Jane 
Mar. 

Ang. 

July 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

July 

Aug. 

June 


8.1870 

14,1880 

3,1881 

2,1882 

5,1884 

5,1886 

11.1888 

19, 1890 

13. 1892 

18,1894 

3,1886 


Amount. 


t20,000 

15,000 

10,000 

5,000 

10,000 

10,000 

15,000 

20,000 

10,000 

4,000 

4,000 


123,000 


No  contract  for  this  improvement  has  been  in  force  during  the  past 
flscal  year. 

EMO  9S 6i 
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OOMUROIU.  ST&TIBTIOB  rOS  THK  OALKNDAB  TXAB   1897. 

fVeijU  rtetirtd  a*d  tiU^»d  by  wolw. 


AxlldM. 

Tom. 

TOlll*. 

BMdptai 

U,SI>0 

1»,1» 

1.1U 
1.000 

4.IM 

■nniimuljuiioDiitof  {WTliigdonelD  WT. 


CUh.. 

5^ 

T<»>M« 

£32. 

Hmu. 

Art. 

IMtotM 

THe  totel  tonnage  of  fceisbts  reported  for  189T,  163,395  tone,  ie  82,67S  tou  giM>(« 
than  the  amonut  reported  for  1S96. 
No  new  lines  of  truuportetion  are  reported  aa  eatabliilied  ainott  Jolj  1,  UB7. 


IMPEOVEMENT  OF  PATCHOanE  BIVEE,  NEW  TOBK. 

-  This  is  &  small  tidal  stream  on  the  SODth  side  of  Long  Island, 
emptying  into  Great  Soatli  Bay  near  its  eastern  end,  aboat  66  milH 
east  in  a  direct  line  from  New  York  Oi^. 

PBOJBOT  FOB  TOFBOTEHENT. 

In  1890  a  project  for  improving  tliis. stream  was  adopted  wldoh  con- 
templated dredging  a  channel  60  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  at  meu> 
low  water  from  Great  Sonth  Bay  to  the  head  of  navigation,  a  distance 
of  abont  5,000  feet,  and  protecting  the  entrance  channel  from  westerly 
Btorms  by  a  .jetty  1,700  feet  long,  at  a  total  estimated  cost  of  t40,OOU. 

Fnrther  details  of  the  river  and  the  projected  work  are  printed  in 
the  Annnal  B^poit  of  tb«  Qh\«f  of  Engineers  for  1S97,  page  llOd. 

Up  to  July  1,  ISST,  tt\fe  je^Si^  wa4  ii\OT!sv*.  \i^  beeo  oompleted. 
Shoals  iu  the  chaiiTieV«OT6to\»^Bsa'i'*%&-^'a^^«'^«a'QSs»KiV\si.^sa*fc. 
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OPERATIONS  DTJRINO  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1898. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a  contract  was  in  force  for  repairing 
and  extending  the  jetty  and  for  dredging.  The  jetty  work  had  been 
finished  and  the  dredging  nearly  so. 

The  dredging  was  completed  Aagast  10,  1897.  During  the  fiscal 
year  10,713  cubic  yards  of  material  were  excavated,  removing  shoals 
from  the  previously  dredged  channel  and  making  a  depth  of  6  feet  at 
mean  low  water  through  its  length.  Djedgiug  was  done  with  a  pump- 
ing plant,  and  the  excavated  material  was  carried  through  iron  pipes 
on  pontoons  and  deposited  upon  shore. 

The  total  amount  of  work  done  under  the  contract  was  the  delivery 
apd  placing  in  the  jetty  of  2,266.23  cubic  yards  of  stone  and  the  exca- 
vating of  20,811  cubic  yards  of  sand,  mud,  etc. 

PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  jetty  has  been  made  1,700  feet  long. 

The  channel  has  been  dredged  60  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  at  mean 
low  water  from  Great  South  Bay  to  80  feet  from  the  harbor  lines  at 
the  head  of  the  harbor.  At  the  upper  part  for  300  feet  length  it  was 
made  100  feet  wide  to  allow  vessels  to  turn  about,  and  parts  of  the 
channel  have  been  widened  by  private  parties. 

PROPOSED  OPERATIONS. 

The  work  contemplated  under  the  adopted  project  has  been  com- 
pleted.   !No  further  work  is  proposed. 

Pfttchogue  River  la  in  the  ooUeotion  district  of  New  York.  The  nearest  light- 
house is  at  Fife  Island  Inlet,  14  miles  southwest.  The  nearest  work  of  defense  is 
Fort  Hale,  New  Haven  Harbor,  Connectiont,  about  35  miles  in  a  direct  line  north- 
wud. 

Money  statement 

July  L 1897,  balance  unexi>ended $5,968.47 

June  90, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5,247.87 

July  1, 1898^ balance  unexpended 710.60 

Appropriations  for  improving  Patchogue  Siver,  Kew  York,  have 
been  made  as  follows : 


Application. 


Cknurtraotfaig  Jetty  and  dredging 

Dredging 

Dredfflnguid  Jetty 


Total 


Sept  10, 1880 
July  13. 1892 
Ang.  18, 1894 
Jane  3,1896 


$15,000 

8,000 

4,000 

13,000 


40.000 


COHTKAOT  XH  FOBGE  DUBIKG  THS  FISCAL  TXAB  ENDING  JUNE  90,  1898. 

Contract:  Dredging  abont  25,000  onbio  yards^  at  23  cents  per  cubic  yard,  prism 
measnrementy  and  repairinj^  and  extending  jetty,  about  2,000  cubic  yards  of  riprap, 
at  $2M  per  cnbic  yard,  delivered  and  placed.  Name  of  contractor,  Kaufman  Simon, 
of  New  York  City :  date  of  contract,  September  8. 1896 ;  date  of  approval,  September 
12, 1896;  date  of  beginning  work,  October  7, 189o;  date  of  expiration,  November  30, 
1896;  extended  to  April  30,  1897,  and  subsequently  to  Jane  20  and  August  10, 1897; 
date  of  completion  of  contract,  August  10, 1897. 
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OOMUBRCUL  STATISnca  >0B  THE  CAXJUOtAK  YXAB  1897. 
Arrimtlt  a*d  deparUrti  o/csuel*. 
(Draft,  2  tu  9  letst ;  luuniige,  8  to  350  toni.) 


Clui.  ' 

trip.. 

orijiiV 

1.900 

^^■m 

IMWO 

U.7W 

■M^m 

■ 

Veaaela  of  9  feet  drftfl  oah  not  ooma  into  the  river  witboat  lightering. 
Frtigkt  raeeited  and  iKipped  bg  aottr. 


Artido. 

T«B& 

-^2:- 

"^^^ 

tiooo 

1M.O00 

ii 

MMN 

81.1^ : 

■■ffis 

M0.0OO 

t.«t.OM 

Kninbw.        Tqnt 

The  Above  fieuree  Bhow  an  Increaee  In  tn 
(li3.500  torn)  of  106,600  tons. 
No  new  Uqus  of  transportation  are  reported  a»  eetablishod 


the  amount  reported  for  IJ 


Browns  Greek  is  a  small  stream  flowing  midway  between  the  Tillages 
of  SayvlDe  and  Bayport,  near  the  soatb  shore  of  Long  Island,  and 
emptying  into  Qre^t  South  Bay  about  11  miles  northeast  from  Fiie 
Islaud  Inlet. 

PBOJEOT  FOR  mPBOTXMEHT. 

In  1890  a  project  for  improving  Browns  Greek  was  adopted,  under 
which  it  was  proposed  to  make  a  harbor  whore  tishing  boats  can  lie  in 
TOQgh  weather,  by  widening  and  deepening  the  stream  ap  to  the  high- 
way bridge,  uiakiiig  it  100  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water, 
with  2  feet  greater  depth  at  the  entrance,  and  to  protect  the  entrance 
channel  by  jetties  on  either  side,  the  west  jetty  to  be  1,600  feot  long 
and  the  ea&l  jutty  1,400  feet  long. 
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July  1, 1897,  the  west  jetty  had  been  made  l92  feet  long  and  the  east 
jetty  438  feet;  the  dredged  channel  had  been  made  1,893  feet  long, 
1,400  feet  of  which  lay  inside  the  shore  line. 

Farther  description  of  the  locality  and  project  is  printed  in  the 
Annnal  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897,  pages  1111-1112. 

OPABATIONS  DURING  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1898. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a  contract  for  dredging  was  in  force, 
under  which  work  had  been  begun  in  September,  1896,  and  suspended 
November  2, 1896.  The  contractor  had  dredged  about  5,000  cubic 
yards,  using  a  dipper  dredge,  which  he  tbund  incapable  of  placing  the 
material  on  the  bank  where  it  would  not  run  back  into  the  channel. 

Dredging  was  resumed  August  23, 1897,  the  contractor  using  the 
pumping  plant  with  which  he  had  completed  the  dredging  at.Patchogue. 
Under  an  extension  of  contract  work  was  continued  until  September 
18, 1897,  when  the  contract  was  completed.  A  detailed  examination 
made  at  completion  of  the  work  showed  tha(  the  total  amount  dredged 
under  the  contract  was  24,279  cubic  yards,  prism  measurement.  This 
included  so  much  of  the  5,000  cubic  yards  dredged  during  the  previous 
fiscal  year  as  had  not  run  back  into  the  channel. 

The  channel  of  100  feet  width  and  4  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water 
was  extended  1,100  feet,  to  a  point  about  2,500  feet  above  the  mouth  of 
the  creek,  and  shoals  in  and  near  the  entrance  were  removed. 

The  material  was  taken  up  with  a  centrifugal  pump,  forced  through 
iron  pipes,  and  deposited  upon  adjacent  salt  marshes  behind  low 
revetments  of  marsh  sod. 

PRESENT  CONDITION  OP  IMPROTBMENT. 

The  west  jetty  is  492  feet  long  and  the  east  jetty  438  feet  long,  both 
with  top  width  of  3  feet  at  1  foot  above  high  water,  and  both  partly 
covered  at  the  shore  end  .by  accretion.    They  are  in  fair  condition. 

The  dredged  channel  is  2,993  feet  long,  with  depth  of  4  feet  at  mean 
low  water  and  width  of  100  feet.  About  2,500  linear  feet  of  the  chan- 
nel lies  inside  the  shore  line  and  is  frequently  used  for  night  and  winter 
anchorage  by  small  oyster  boats.  Private  canals  aggregating  1,525 
feet  in  length  have  been  dredged  into  the  marsh  on  the  east  side  of  the 
wreck  for  additional  anchorage  and  for  business  purposes. 

PROPOSED  OPERATIONS. 

Future  appropriations  will  be  applied  to  maintaining  and  extending 
the  channel  and  completing  the  jetties  as  projected. 

Browns  Creek  is  in  the  collection  district  of  New  York.  The  nearest  iight-honse 
is  at  Fire  Island  Inlet,  about  11  miles  southwest.  The  nearest  works  of  defense  are 
the  fortifications  at  Willets  Point,  N.  Y.,  about  35  miles  west,  and  Fort  Hale,  Con- 
necticut, about  the  same  distance  northeastwardly. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $3,946.22 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3, 9<J6.22 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 21, 000. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acta  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jane  4^  1897. 
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AppropriationB  for  improving  Browns  Greek  liaye  been  made  i 
follows: 


JettlMUd 
Dred^g. 


.  Sept  M,  IBM 
.  jDlvl3,l§n 
.  Ang.  IB.  ISM 


CONTIUCT  IN  VORCE  DURING  THB  FIBCAL  TKAX  UCDIMQ  IVKK  30,  18S6. 

Contract  for  dredgiag  abont  23,000  cubic  ^ards,  «t  15  oentB  per  onblo  yard,  prism 
meBSDrement:  nnme  of  contractor.KaufmaD  Simon, of  New  Yort  City;  dkteofcoD- 
traot,  SeptemW  8,  1896;  dftte  of  approval,  September  12,  1896;  date  of  befinnlnx 
worl^  September  29, 1896;  date  of  expiratioii,  November  30,1896,  extended  to  Apifl 
30, 1897,  and  snbseqnently  to  September  18, 1897;  date  of  oompletioii  of  «MitiMt 
B^tembei  18, 18OT. 

COmnitCIAL  STATISTICS  FOR  TUK  OAIAHDAR  TKAB  1897. 


Artldu. 

T<M. 

nliM. 

S«Mtv«l: 

••IS 

ffi-S 

Km 

•^:;:::;:::::::;::::z:::;::::;::::;;;;::: 

•,!» 

mm 

■ 

FmkU  uHng  ereek. 

Clui.  ■ 

Nnmbor. 

Boned 
teip.. 

Tonnage 

Draa 

no 
m 
(a) 

n>M. 

LSg 

){(dM 

Tm 

' 

ITS 
lit 

ttol 

«  reported  eatablislied  tinoe  July  1, 1881. 


IMPROVEMENT  OP  CANAE8IE  BAT,  NEW  TOHK. 

Oanarsie  Bay  is  the  Dorthweat  part  of  Jamaica  Bay  at  and  In  front 
of  OaDareie  Landing. 

'       FBOJEOTS  FOB  IHPBOTEMEHT. 

The  project  for  this  improvemeiit,  adopted  in  1880,  and  snbsegnently 
modifled,  coneista  in  making  a  channel  from  deep  water  in  JamucaBaf 
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to  OaDarsie  Landing,  to  be  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  from  100 
to  150  feet  wide,  and  to  protect  it  by  two  parallel  dikes  near  its  outer 
end;  also  to  make  a  channel  4  feet  deep  to  connect  Oanarsie  Landing 
with  Island  Channel.    The  estimated  cost  is  (88,000. 

Farther  descriptions  of  the  locality  and  the  project  for  improvement 
are  printed  in  the  Annaal  Keport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897, 
page  1114. 

Up  to  July  1, 1897,  two  pile  dikes  had  been  boilt  and  maintained  on 
the  north  and  south  sides  of  the  channel  at  the  entrance  into  *<  Big 
Channel"  of  lengths,  respectively,  of  1,058  and  820  feet.  A  channel 
from  Canarsie  Landing  to  Big  Channel  had  been  dredged  6  feet  deep 
and  125  to  150  feet  wide;  a  channel  southwestward  to  Island  Chan- 
nel had  been  made  4  feet  deep  and  one  northeastward  to  Gtophel 
Channel  had  been  made  5  feet  deep. 

OPERATIONS  DXTRINa  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JT7NE  30,  1898. 

No  work  was  done. 

PRESENT  OONDITIOJ?  OF  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  two  pile  dikes  built  at  the  east  entrance  of  the  main  channel  to 
Canarsie  Landing  are  in  fair  condition.  The  north  dike  is  1,058  feet 
long,  50  feet  being  a  return  at  the  east  end.  It  is  mainly  of  creosoted 
timber.  The  channel  face,  for  a  linear  distance  of  20  feet  near  the  outer 
end,  has  been  broken  down  by  the  ice  and  the  stone  filling  released. 
The  south  dike  is  820  feet  long.  It  is  not  creosoted,  and  many  of  the  piles 
are  worm-eaten. 

The  stone  filling  in  both  dikes  has  settled  slightly. 

The  dredged  channel  from  Canarsie  Landing  to  *^Big  ChanneF  in 
Jamaica  Bay  has  been  made  125  to  150  feet  wide  and  full  6  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water,  and  the  channel  northeastwardly  to  Gophel  Channel 
has  been  dredged  5  feet  deep  and  about  50  feet  wide.  The  channel 
southwestwardly  from  Canarsie  Landing  to  Island  Channel,  dredged  4 
feet  deep,  has  shoaled  to  3  feet  depth  or  less. 

PROPOSED  OPERATIONS. 

Future  appropriations  will  be  applied  to  keeping  the  dikes  in  repair 
and  to  maintaining  and  widening  the  dredged  channels.  Except  for 
wideniug  the  dredged  channels  in  places,  the  project  for  improvement 
is- completed. 

Canarne  Bay  is  in  the  oolleotioii  distriot  of  New  York.  The  nearest  light-house 
is  on  the  west  end  of  Coney  Island^  aboat  7  miles  to  the  southwest.  The  nearest 
work  of  defense  is  Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor. 

Money  statement 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  nnezpended 1629.41 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 629.41 

f  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 23, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  ane  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 
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Appropriations  for  improviDg  Oanftrsie  Bay,  New  York,  have  been 
made  as  follows: 


AppUutlon. 


ConstrnoUDS  Dorthdtke.  About  1.000  fset 

DndglDg  «Ht  cfauiDA],  mpairiog  north  dlbevlth  crtb 
tt  ahBimel.silcBding  dorlh  dike  N  fM(.-. 
it  ohunel,  balldini  •onth  dlk*  eso  l*tt . . . 

It  iind  tuuthweat  cDuinBlt 

'  ohuiinl.  rcpatn  Dorth  dlko... 

'Ud  MDtbvAat  ohuuiBla , 

u^dndxlDg 


DndglDg  Hat 
Dredglug  eul 
DndKlogr— 

DndgtBg. 


Jmie  li,  IBM 
Uu.  >,18S1 
Ang.  1,1«W 
Jute  t.  18H 
Adk.  t.MW 
Aag.  U,  UM 
Sept.  IB.  IBM 
July  U,  IMS 

June  t,UM 


10.  (M 


No  contract  for  this  work  has  been  in  force  during  tbe  fiscal  year 
ending  Jnne  30, 1893. 


r,  BTATI8TIC8. 


A.  statement  of  commerce  for  tlie  year  1897  haa  been  salted  for,  bat  not  yet  reoelred. 
For  tbe  vear  1896  the  report*  showed  ■  tonnage  of  50,087  tons  of  fr«igkt,  Talned 
*t*127,3T6. 


E  13. 

IMPROVEMBHT  OF  BAT  RIDGE  CHANNEL,  THE  TRIANGULAR  AREA  BE- 
TWEEN BAY  RIDGE  AND  BED  HOOK  CHANNELS,  AND  RED  HOOK  AND 
BUTTERMILK  CHANNBL8,  IN  THE  HARBOR  OF  NEW  YORK. 

The  main  channel  from  the  Narrows  to  tbe  East  Eiver,  New  Tork 
Harbor,  passes  to  the  west  and  northwest  of  Governors  Island.  It  lias 
natural  depths  of  36  feet  or  over  and  generally  an  ample  width.  There 
is  an  eastern  channel  which  skirts  tbe  Brooklyn  water  front,  extending 
northwardly  from  Bay  Ridge,  crossing  Gowanns  Bay,  rounding  Ued 
Book,  and  thence  by  way  of  Buttermilk  Channel  connecting  with  tbe 
East  Biver.  Tbe  lower  part  of  this  channel  front  Bay  Ridge  to  Erie 
Basin  had  natural  depths  of  from  7  to  12  feet.  Opposite  Gowanns  Bay 
it  was  separated  from  the  main  channel  of  the  harbor  by  a  large  shoal 
of  about  9  t^t  depth;  the  npper  part  had  a  depth  of  26  feet  in  a  chsD- 
nel  300  feet  wide  or  more,  but  crooked,  and  onaccoant  of  the  rapid  cur- 
rent and  the  large  amount  of  traffic  in  and  near  its  junction  with  tbe 
Bast  River  it  was  formerly  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  difflcalt  places 
to  navigate  in  New  York  waters.  The  line  of  docks  along  the  water 
front  of  this  east  channel,  and  especially  in  the  upper  part,  from  tbe 
Brooklyn  Bridge  to  Bed  Hook,  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  New 
Tork  Harbor. 

PEOJBOXS  POB  IMTBOTBMBNT. 

Prior  to  1896  this  improvement  was  carried  on  ander  Iwo  separate 
titles:  Improvement  of  Buttermilk  Channel,  New  York  Harbor,  which 
included  the  removal  of  Buttermilk  and  Bed  Hook  shoals,  and  improve- 
'  ment  of  Gowanus  Bay,  New  York  Harbor,  which,  incladed  Bay  Kidge 
and  Bed  Hook  channels  and  the  triangular  area  between  them,  anil 
aiso  Oowaiius  Greet  Vl\iani\e\. 
Id  1872  a  suivey  o£  B\iX.tei\mVV.  Q\v«.thi<&-««.  \n.ft&fe,TOA.  ^3i.%s»  tk* 
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river  and  harbor  act  of  1880  a  project  was  adopted  for  removing  the 
eastern  part  of  the  north  shoal,  called  Battermilk  Shoal,  to  a  depth  of 
26  feet  at  mean  low  water.  The  project  was  subseqaently  extended  to 
include  the  removal  of  the  entire  shoal,  which  was  accomplished  July 
3, 1891.  at  a  total  cost  of  (321,000.  The  amount  dredged  from  this  shoal 
was  1,269,484  cubic  yards.  In  1890  a  preliminary  examination  of  But- 
termilk Channel  was  made,  and  under  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1892 
a  project  was  adopted  for  removing  the  south  shoal,  Hed  Hook  Shoal, 
to  a  depth  of  26  feet  below  mean  low  water,  estimated  to  require  the 
removal  of  1,484,048  cubic  yards  of  sand  and  small  bowlders  overlying 
clay,  at  a  total  cost  of  $529,000,  of  which  $25,000  from  previous  appro- 
priations remained  available.  This  plan  did  not  contemplate  dredging 
nearer  to  the  dock  line  than  50  feet,  thus  widening  the  natural  channel 
by  about  1,000  feet. 

Up  to  July  1, 1896,  under  this  project  519,964  cubic  yards  had  been 
dredged  from  Ked  Hook  Shoal,  cutting  off  the  outer  end  of  the  shoal 
and  widening  the  26-foot  channel  by  600  feet. 

A  survey  of  Gowanus  Bay  was  made  in  1880,  and  under  the  river 
and  harbor  act  of  1880  a  project  for  improvement  was  adopted  which, 
as  modified  by  the  river  and  harbor  acts  of  1890  and  1894,  consisted  in 
dredging  Eed  Hook  Channel  (from  Erie  Basin  entrance  to  the  foot  of 
Henry  street)  to  a  width  of  400  feet  and  depth  of  26  feet  at  mean  low 
water;  Gowanus  Creek  Channel  (from  Henry  street  to  Percival  street) 
to  a  width  of  250  feet  and  depth  of  21  feet;  Gowanus  Canal  (from  Per- 
cival street  to  the  Hamilton  Avenue  Bridge)  to  a  width  of  200  feet  and 
depth  of  18  feet;  Bay  Bidge  Channel  (from  Henry  street  and  Twenty- 
eighth  street  to  the  26-foot  curve  opposite  Bay  Eidge)  to  a  width  of 
800  feet  and  depth  of  26  feet,  and  the  triangular  area  between  Bay 
Eidge  and  Eed  Hook  channels  to  a  maximum  width  of  900  feet  and 
depth  of  26  feet.  The  total  estimated  cost  of  this  work  was  $1,124,400. 
Under  this  project,  up  to  July  1, 1896,  Eed  Hook  Channel  had  been 
made  200  feet  wide  and  26  feet  deep,  an  additional  150  feet  of  width 
being  made  21  feet  deep;  Gowanus  Creek  had  been  made  21  feet  deep 
between  the  harbor  lines;  Gowanus  Canal  had  been  made  12  feet  deep; 
Bay  Bidge  Channel  had  been  made  175  to  200  feet  wide  and  26  feet 
deep,  and  an  additional  width  of  175  to  200  feet  had  been  made  21  feet 
deep.    Fo  work  had  been  done  upon  the  triangular  area. 

By  the  terms  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1896  the  Bay  Eidge  and 
Eed  Hook  channels,  the  triangular  area  between  them,  and  the  Butter- 
milk Channel  were  consolidated  into  one  improvement,  together  with  a 
small  improvement  of  Gowanus  Canal,  and  the  project  for  this  work 
now  consists  in  dredging  channels  of  26  feet  depth  at  mean  low  water, 
with  widths  as  follows:  For  Bay  Eidge  Channel,  800  feet;  for  the  tri- 
angular area  between  Bay  Eidge  and  Eed  Hook  channels,  maximum 
width  900  feet;  for  the  Eed  Hook  Channel,  400  feet;  for  Buttermilk 
Channel,  at  Eed  Hook  Shoal,  1,000  feet,  and  for  dredging  Gowanus 
Canal  from  Percival  street  to  Hamilton  Avenue  Bridge  to  the  extent 
of  $5,000,  at  a  total  estimated  cost  of  $837,000. 

Under  this  consolidated  project,  up  to  July  1,  1897,  872,617  cubic 
yards  of  material  had  been  dredged,  widening  Bay  Eidge  Channel 
below  Forty-third  street  625  feet,  making  it  800  feet  wide,  and  above 
Forty-third  street  widening  it  about  80  feet  and  making  it  270  feet 
wide,  and  the  projected  work  in  Gowanus  Canal  had  been  completed. 

Harbor  lines,  in  Gowanns  Bay  and  Buttermilk  Channel  were  estab- 
lished by  the  Secretary  of  War  March  4,  1890.  These  harbor  lines  in 
the  Gowanus  Creek  Channel  were  slightly  modified  by  act  of  Congress 
passed  June  3, 1896. 
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OPBRATioira  DUBma  xhx  fiscal  teas  BHDma  jttnb  30, 1898. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  dredging  was  in  progress  under  a  con- 
tinuing contract  entered  into  with  the  W.  H.  Beard  Dredging  Oompany, 
of  New  York  City,  nuder  date  of  October  6, 1896,  approved  by  the  Chief 
of  Engineers  October  15, 1896. 

Work  has  been  continued  without  intermission  and  during  the  year 
1,499,162  cabic  yards  of  material  have  been  dredged,  as  follows: 

From  Bay  RidfCB  Channel 674, 3U 

From  the  trUngulor  ftrea 6S9,799 

From  fi«d  Hook  Channel 385,317 

Total J 1,499,462 

Bay  Ridge  Ohauuel  has  been  made  the  fall  depth  and  width  (26  feet 
and  800  feet)  from  its  lower  end  to  its  junction  with  Bed  Hoob  Ohanne); 
the  triaiignlar  area  has  been  made  the  fall  depth  and  width  (26  and  900 
feet)  over  its  whole  area  between  Bay  Bidge  and  Bed  Hook  chaoDels; 
Bed  Hook  Channel  has  been  made  the  fall  depth  and  taU  or  part  width 
(26  and  400  feet)  in  several  sections  sonth  and  east  of  Erie  Basin 
Entrance,  where  work  is  in  progress. 

The  uamber  of  dredges  employed  on  this  work  daring  the  year  has 
ranged  from  two  to  six. 

PBB8ENT  COHDITIOIf  OF  IMPBOTBHBNT. 

Bay  Bidge  Channel  has  been  dredged  800  feet  wide  and  26  feet  deep 
at  mean  low  water  throughont  its  entire  length. 

The  triangalar  area  between  Bay  Kidge  and  Bed  Hook  channelB  has 
been  dredg^  26  feet  over  the  whole  area. 

Bed  Hook  Channel  has  been  dredged  26  feet  deep,  with  widths  of  400 
feet  or  less  where  worb  is  now  in  progress. 

AU  of  these  channels  have  showed  in  places  from  1  to  2  feet. 

PBOPOSBD  OPEBATIOIia 

TToder  the  contract  now  in  force,  with  the  available  fands  and  with 
sach  appropriations  as  may  be  made,  it  is  proposed  to  complete  Uie 
dredging  contemplated  by  the  project  and  to  remove  sach  shoi^  as 
have  formed  or  may  form  in  these  channels. 

These  channels  kre  in  the  collection  district  of  New  York,af  which  New  York  City 
ia  the  port  of  entry.  The  »eai«at  light-bou«e  is  the  ststne  of  Liberty  EnliKhteniiie 
the  World,  on  Bemoes  Ishuid,  »boat  1}  miles  west.  The  nearest  work  of  £fiuiMls 
Fort  Columbus,  Qovernors  Islaad,  New  York. 

Money  atatemenU. 

rOR  BAT  BIDQI,  XKD  HOOK,  AMP  BUTTKRimX  OHAimLB. 

Jnly  1,1897,  balaDco  anexpended iiSS,Be0.3l 

Amoont  appropriftted  by  sondry  oivtl  act  approved  Joly  1, 1898 130,000.00 

586,680.31 
JnoeSO,  1898,  amoant  expended  daring  fieoal  year 193,770.74 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balauoe  unexpended 391,789.07 

Jnly  1,  18D8,  ontstanding  fiabUities »59,847.3e 

July  1, 1898,  amount  DOveted  by  nnoompleted  contracts 172,030.68 

231,878.01 

Jnljr  1, 1898,  balance  aTailable „ 108^911.00 
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mPBOvnro  osahksl  nr  GOWAinrs  bat,  nbw  tobk. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $1,059.00 

June  SO,  18w,  amonnt  expended  during  fisoal  year • 1,069.00 

IMPROVmO  BimSBMILX  OHAKNEL,  NBW  TORE. 

Jnly  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $2,387.82 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 2,387.32 

Appropriations  for  improving  Bay  Bidge  aud  Bed  flook  channels, 
and  the  triangalar  area  between  them,  and  Buttermilk  Ohannel,  New 
York  Harbor,  have  been  made  as  follows: 

For  previou$  pnjjeeU, 


AppUcatlon. 


Dftte. 


▲monnt. 


'  Battennilk 
Channel,  in- 
cluding Bat- 
tennilk and 
Bed  Hook 
■hoiUs. 


Bay  Ridge, 

Red  Hook, 

and  Oowanna 

Creek  chan- 

nela. 


Dndflinf. 


Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 


Jnne 
Mar. 
Ang. 
Jnly 
Aug. 
Ang. 
Sept. 
July 
Ang. 


14,1880 

4,1881 

2,1882 

6,1884 

6,1886 

11,1888 

19,1890 

13, 1802 

18,1894 


$00,000 
00,000 
60,000 
10,000 
66,260 

100,000 


100,000 
60,000 


$40,000 

20,000 

6,000 

7,600 

60,000 

160,000 

198,600 

150,000 


Total.....'. 

Beoeiyed  ftom  other  aonroes 


496,260 
100 


641,100 


Total. 


400,860 


641,100 


Total  for  preTiona  prcjeota,  inoloding  dredging  in  Gowanua  Canal,  $1,187,460. 


Far  present  prcjeote. 


Application. 


Bred 


dgng 
Do.'.'.' 


Total 


June  8,1890 
Jnne  4,1897 
July   1,1898 


Amount. 


$200,000 
860,000 
180,000 


680,000 


OOHTRACT  IN  FORCE  DX7RINO  THE  FISCAL  TEAR  ENDING  JUNE  80,  1898. 

Contract  for  dredging  about  3,000,000  onbio  yards  from  Bay  Ridge  Channel,  the 
trianjrnlar  area  between  Bay  Ridge  and  Red  Hook  channels,  from  Red  Hook  Channel 
and  Gowanna  Canal,  at  14  cents  per  cubic  yard,  measured  in  scows,  and  about 
1,000,000  cubic  yards  from  Red  Hook  Shoal,  Buttermilk  Channel,  at  21  cents  per 
cubic  yard,  measured  in  scows.  Name  of  contractor,  The  W.  H.  Beard  Dredging 
Co.,  New  York  City;  date  of  contract,  October  6,  189i6;  date  of  approval,  October 
15, 1896 ;  date  of  beginning  work,  October  20, 1896 ;  expiration  of  contract,  indefinite ; 
the  contract  provides  for  completion  of  the  project  whenever  appropriationa  are 
made  for  the  purpose. 
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Freigkt  rto^vtd  and  »hipptd  fty  mMtr, 


B*y  Kidce  CbUDel  (Slitr-ninth  to  Twenty -eighth  ■Ireet)  i 

Henlpta 

Sblpment* 

SsdEaakChuui«l{HeDr;itreetIoRedH(Mk)i 

Buttermilk  ChuDBli  Red  Huoklo  Al'liiiiUoiiveniiaj: 

Shipment* ■■ — 

TottT 

VetaeU,  not  inolndiitg  lug*  or  frrr$-hoaU. 


NaiBbcr. 

Drmft 

T««^ 

Bay  Kidire  Chuinol  (Slity-Dlnth  U  Twenty-eighth  ■treet) : 

Ml 

■•ffi 

n,M« 

rtt. 
st«a 

Sto» 
■  tol» 

Am. 

BadBookChuinnKneDryalrcetinlit'il  llnohi: 

BntbHuilIk  Chumel  (Red  H«k  to  Atlautlo  >v.du<.|  : 

IB  to  29 
iStoW 

The  above  indudoH  an\y  frciglita  received  and  ahlppsd  at  the  dookii  The  riwl 
bnaineBa  of  lieil  Hook  L'hnnnel  in  18%  is  reported  in  18!n  sa  done  in  Gowanna  Creek, 
jDflt  above  Ked  Hook  Cliannet.  The  reports  for  Bnttennilk  Channel  fur  l^Sft  oa 
received  gave  amoanta  from  Red  Hook  to  the  Brooklyn  Bridge;  they  are  redneed 
to  a  north  limit  at  AtlanMo  avenae,  to  oompare  with  previoae  reporta. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  2,731,433  tone  of  freight  are  reported  aa  pasaing  throagh 
theee  ohannels  into  Gowanna  Creek  and  Govranna  Canal,  carried  in  14.8:25  veaaela  o( 
4  to  23  feet  draft.  Additional  freigbta  paea  thioiigli  these  ohaoneli,  the  amonnte  of 
which  there  Is  no  means  of  estimating. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  GOWANUS  CHEEK  CHANITEL,  NEW  TORE. 

Oowanus  Creek  vas  originally  a  tidal  inlet  in  the  soDthern  part  of  tbe 
cit^  of  Brooklyn^nip tying  into  Gowanns  Bay.  This  creek  has  been 
improved  by  tlie  United  States  as  partof  the  improvement  of  Gowanns 
Bay,  and  for  the  purpose  of  the  improvement  the  Gowanns  Greek  Ohan- 
nel  has  been  defined  as  extending  trom  the  junction  of  the  Bay  Bidge 
and  Ked  Hook  channels,  opposite  Henry  street,  Brooklyn,  and  Twenty- 
eighth  street,  South  Brooklyn,  eastwardly  to  the  foot  of  Percival  street, 
that  part  of  the  creek  east  of  Percival  street  being  called  Oowaiins 
GaDat. 

In  1880,  before  improvement  by  the  United  States,  Gowanns  Creek 
Cliannel  had  an  available  depth  of  abont  11  feet  at  mean  low  water 

PROJEOTS  FOR  IMPROTEHBHT. 

A  survey  of  Gowanus  Creek  and  Bay  was  made  in  1880,  and  in  18S1  a 
project  fot  improvemeiLt  waa  adopted  providing  foi  a  channel  in  Gowanns 
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Greek  18  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  200  feet  wide,  which,  with  the 
Gowauns  Bay  channels,  was  estimated  to  cost  $182,500.  After  the  depth 
had  been  made,  under  the  terms  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1888,  the 
project  was  extended  to  provide  for  a  depth  of  21  feet  at  mean  low 
water.  This  depth  was  made  between  the  harbor  lines  on  either  side  of 
the  creek,  under  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1892,  and  the  project  was 
completed.  At  the  time  of  completion  of  the  project  $491,100  had  been 
appropriated  for  and  expended  ui>on  the  several  channels  in  Gowanus 
Bay.  It  is  estimated  that  about  $75,000  of  this  sum  was  applied  to  the 
Gowanus  Greek  Ghannel*. 

Under  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1896,  appropriating  $25,000  for 
improving  Gowanus  Greek  Ghannel,  Few  York,  by  deepening  the  same 
to  26  feet  at  mean  low  water  from  the  foot  of  Percival  street  to  its  junc- 
tion with  the  Bed  Hook  Ghannel,  a  project  was  adopted  for  making 
Gowanus  Greek  Ghannel  26  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $70,000. 

.  Harbor  lines  for  part  of  New  York  Harbor,  including  the  Gowanus 
Greek  Ghannel,  were  established  by  the  Secretary  of  War  March  4, 1890. 

m 
m 

OPERATIONS  DURma  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDIN0  JUITE  30,  1898. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  dredging  was  in  progress  under  a  con- 
tract for  removal  of  about  91,600  cubic  yards  of  material,  entered  into 
March  20, 1897,  with  Henry  S.  Beard,  of  New  York  Gity.  Dredging 
was  continued  until  July  17, 1897,  when  the  contract  was  completed; 
the  amount  of  material  dredged  during  the  fiscal  year  was  16,073  cubic 
yards. 

The  total  amount  dredged  under  the  contract  was  91,490  cubic  yards, 
and  the  channel  of  Gowanus  Greek  throughout  its  entire  length  from 
Twenty-eighth  street  to  Percival  street,  a  distance  of  3,000  feet,  was 
made  125  feet  wide  and  26  feet  deep  at  mean  low  wator  where  the  depths 
had  been  20  to  22  feet 

PRESENT  CONDITION  OP  IMPROVEMENT. 

Under  previous  projects  Gowanus  Greek  was  dredged  to  21  feet  depth 
at  mean  low  wator  between  the  harbor  lines  on  either  side.  Under  the 
present  project  the  channel  has  been  deepened  to  26  feet  for  a  width 
of  125  feet 

PROPOSED  OPERATIONS. 

Future  appropriations  will  be  applied  to  widening  the  channel,  as 
proposed  in  the  project. 

jj^owanus  Creek  is  in  the  ooUeotion  district  of  New  York.  The  nearest  light-hoase 
is  the  statae  of  Liberty  Enlightening  the  World,  on  Bedloes  Island,  New  York 
Harbor,  llie  nearest  work  of  defense  is  Fort  Colombos,  Governors  Island,  New 
York. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 18d7,  balance  unexpended $13,870.50 

June  30, 18SKB,  amoont  expended  daring  fiscal  year 12,829.31 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,041.19 

{Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 45, 000. 00 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1900    25, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  cvnl  Ms.t  oi  3w\i.<b  ^\^n« 
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AppropriatioDa  for  Gowanua  Greek  Ohannel,  New  York,  have  b 
made  as  follovs: 


TUiiu  Bit  eh 
fi  dbont  #75,0 


For  tbu  pnunt  ]<n)J«t ;  Dredging  2e  rmt  <■< 


cOMTRAOr  iir  r 


E  SUBIHa  THI  FISCAL  TKAB  BHDlMa  JUKB  80,  18SS. 


Contrftot  for  dredging :  About  91,600  onUo  ; ards,  at  21  c«ntg  per  oabio  yttrd  for  Band, 
etc.,  and  912  per  oabto  yard  for  bowlders  of  ooe-balf  eabio  yard  or  over ;  name  of 
contTaetot,  Henr;  B.  B«ard,  of  New  York  City;  dat«  of  oontraot,  March  SO,  18BT; 
date  of  approval,  Hareh  26,  1897;  date  of  beKinaing  irork,  April  5,  1897;  date  of 
sxpiiatioiifBeptemlMcSO,  1897;  oontraoi  eompleted,  July  17, 1897. 


OOMMXRCIU. 


Cargoet. 

Tona. 

nlw. 

1H,>M 
B8,W8 

$i.m.m 

n5.m 

tm.m 

TmmU  tngagtd  4«  abov4 


Hsmbarl 

ffla 

T(»«» 

T5S 
HO 

itatt 
(toll 

Ah. 



In  addition  to  tb is  there  waa  carried  thiooghthecreek,  tooTfromQowannsCanal, 
2,083,680  tons  of  freight,  in  7,106  vmbbIb  of  1  to  12  feet  draft.  Also  190,789  tons  of 
cool  and  lumber  was  taken  intu  Columbia  BBain,JnBt  inside  tbe  entrance  of  Oowaniu 
Creek,  there  to  be  assembled  Into  tows  and  dispatched  to  destiualionB ;  this  was 
reported  as  in  Bed  Hook  Channel  in  1896. 

Ho  new  lines  of  ttaoaportation  are  reported  as  established  since  JbIj  1,  1897. 


Eis. 

IMPKOVEMENT  OF  HEWTOWH  CHEEK,  NEW  TOEK. 

Nevrtown  Greek  is  a  tidal  Btream  about  4  miles  long,  ezteoding 
northerly  and  weateTly  ttito\i.¥,Vi  BTooklyn,  H".  T.,  and  emptying  in  the 
£a8t  BiTer  opposite  Thirty -iolaI\^v»teE«fc^l. 

aie  mean  rise  of  tide  «i  tt^e  cifefeY  s&  ^tow&  ^fe«Su 
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PROJECTS  FOR  IMPROYBMENT. 

The  first  project  for  improvement,  adopted  in  1881,  and  subsequently 
extended,  proposed  a  channel  of  varying  widths  and  depths  from  the 
mouth  of  the  creek  np  to  the  Metropolitan  Avenue  crossings  in  both 
the  east  and  west  branches. 

By  the  terms  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1896  this  project  was 
modified  so  as  to  provide  for  a  channel  uniformly  125  feet  wide  and  18 
feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  up  to  the  Metropolitan  Avenue  bridges, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  (450,000. 

Up  to  July  1, 1897,  this  channel  had  been  dredged  to  a  point  2,735 
feet  above  the  Greenpoint  Avenue  Bridge,  being  about  2  miles  above 
the  mouth  of  the  creek,  except  in  and  close  to  the  draws  of  the  Vernon 
Avenue  and  Greenpoint  Avenue  bridges,  where  work  was  delayed  to 
admit  of  rebuilding  or  protecting  the  bridge  piers. 

Further  details  of  previous  projects  are  printed  in  the  Annual  Beport 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1896,  pages  760-761. 

OPERATIONS  DURINO  THE  FISCAL  TEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1898. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  dredging  was  in  progress  under  a 
contract  for  tiie  completion  of  the  project  entered  into  with  John  H. 
Fenner,  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  October  20, 1896. 

Dredging  was  continued  during  the  entire  fiscal  year,  removing 
423,587  cubic  yards  of  sand,  etc.,  and  95.54  cubic  yards  of  bowlders, 
each  of  one-half  cubic  yard  volume  or  over.  The  channel  of  125  feet 
width  and  18  feet  depth  was  extended  to  the  junction  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  creek  a  further  distance  of  5,450  feet,  and  thence  up 
the  west  branch  for  900  feet,  and  up  the  east  branch  for  1,000  feet. 
The  channel  through  the  north  draw  of  Greenpoint  Avenue  Bridge  was 
also  made  18  feet  deep ;  dredging  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  draw 
of  Grand  Street  Bridge,  east  branch,  was  deferred  to  allow  the  city 
time  to  strengthen  the  bridge  piers.    Dredging  is  still  in  progress. 

PRESENT  OONDITION  OF  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  channel  has  been  made  18  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and  125 
feet  wide  from  the  mouth  of  the  creek  to  and  above  Grand  Street 
Bridge  over  the  east  branch,  and  to  a  point  900  feet  up  the  west  branch, 
except  in  and  close  to  the  draw  of  the  Vernon  Avenue,  Greenpoint 
Avenue,  and  Grand  Street  bridges,  where  dredging  was  postponed  to 
admit  of  rebuilding  or  protecting  the  bridge  piers. 

In  many  places  where  the  banks  of  the  dredged  channel  are  high 
the  sides  of  the  channel  have  shoaled  from  1  to  3  feet.  The  contract 
in  force  provides  for  removal  of  these  shoals. 

PROPOSED  OPERATIONS. 

>  • 

Under  the  contract  now  in  force,  and  with  the  funds  already  appro- 
priated, the  project  for  a  channel  125  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep  at  mean 
low  water  will  be  completed. 

Newtown  Creek  is  in  iheooUection  district  of  New  York,  of  which  New  York  Cit^ 
is  the  port  of  entry.  The  nearest  light-honse  is  on  Blackwells  Island,  New  Tork 
Harbor.  The  nearest  work  of  defense  is  Fort  Colambus,  Governors  Island,  New 
York  Harbor. 
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Money  statement. 


Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 122,334.0 

Jnly  1, 1898,  ontstanding  liabilities «18,079.94 

Jaly  1, 1898,  MUOQ&t  coTBTed  b;  uncompleted  contntobt 93,164.87 

111,2*4.8 


July  1, 1898,  balance  available 11,089.2 

AppropriatioBB  for  Newtown  Greek  bare  been  made  as  follows: 


AppMcallon. 

IXM.         Amoiut. 

Dr*d(rlngb*JowT<nioa»T™u« 

JuoeH.l«8o 

DndR^B  untruoe  to  MfiUopaUlu  aTenne 

t^'  l:\^, 

DredclDseatnDM  to  MstropollUo  annua  and  BngliahSIUa ,.... 

s^pt.ie,iBM 

COM 

A„K.ig.ieM 

*io.s«o 

DredgioK  a 


<  FORCB  PtTRINQ  TRK  7I8CAI.  TSAR  KNPIMO  J 
aboat  96^000  ODbio  yards  of  material,  at  1T|  centB  per  onbio  yard,  ai 


Name  ofcontractDr,  John  H.  Fenner,  of  Jersey  City,  N.J. ;  date  of  contract,  Oatober 
20,  1896;  dat<i  of  approval,  Ootnber  21,  1896:  date  of  begiuuing  work,  November  12, 
1896;  eipitatioD  of  contruct,  October  31,  1898. 


OOMMEBCIAI.  STA1TSTICB  FOR  THK  CALRNSAR  TKAR   1897. 

I\rtlshti  r»oHv»i  and  tkipptd  bg  water. 


Tom. 

•mat. 

B29.W] 

2LB60.T11 

3.2K.&U 

SI,  MS.  Ml 

This  freight  consists  -of  coal,  lumber,  bnildlDg  materials,  petroleum  prodncts, 
cbemicals,  and  miBcellaneous  goods. 

In  addition,  there  were  about  420,000  tons  of  cellar  excavations  and  etreet  clean- 
ings received  for  filling  low  lands. 


Vesieli  engaged  in  aiof 

eommerct. 

KlDdofTaHllb. 

Numlwr. 

ssa. 

ToDD*(a. 

1.0M 

The  above  record  of  freighte  reoeived  and  ahipped  shows  on  Increase  of  488,063 
tons  over  thf  flEnrcs  rnyiorliil  for  1896. 
So  new  lines  of  traiiHiior1,>iUu\i  m6  tuv^rted  establinbed  siuoe  July  1,  ItJ^T. 
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£   l6. 

REMOVING  SUNKEN  VESSELS  OR  CRAFT  OBSTRUCTING  OR  ENDANGERING 

NAVIGATION. 

1.  Wreck  in  Newtown  Creehy  New  TorJe^  about  450  feet  above  Meeker 
Avenue  Bridge. — This  wreck  had  been  lying  near  the  channel  of  New- 
town Creek  for  several  years,  and  only  became  an  immediate  source  of 
danger  to  navigation  when  the  channel  was  being  widened  and  deepened 
under  authority  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  3,  1896. 

An  allotment  of  $200  was  made  for  removing  the  wreck;  proposals 
were  invited  and  three  bids  were  received,  all  of  which  were  considered 
too  high  and  were  rejected.  A  subsequent  offer  of  the  Baxter  Wreck- 
ing Company  to  remove  the  wreck  for  the  sum  of  $200  was  accepted. 

August  27, 1897,  the  wreck  was  lifted  bodily  and  was  floated  away 
to  the  contractors'  wrecking  yards  in  Weehawken,  F.  J.  There  was 
nothing  of  value  on  the  wreck. 


AhBtraot  ofprtmoaaU  fw  removing  toreck  in  Newtoum  Creekj  New  York,  reeehed  hy  Maj, 
M,  Jr.  Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers,  New  York  City,  August  2S,  1897. 


Name  and  addreM  of  bidden. 


Herxitt  8t  Chainnaii  Derriok  and  Wreokinff  Co..  27  William  Btreet,  Now  York  City 

John  H.  Fenner,  Fuller  Bnilding,  Jersey  CitT,  N.J 

Baxter  Wrecking  Co.,  806  West  street,  New  York  City 


Price. 


$573.00 
250.00 
260.00 


AU  bide  rejected  ae  exceeeivoly  high. 


E  17. 

modification  of  harbor  lines  on  the  east  side  of  east  river 
at  long  island  cjty  from  the  canal  of  the  devoe  manufac- 
turing company  to  newtown  creek. 

New  York  Sugar  Refining  Company, 

Long  Island  City,  December  13,  1897. 

Dear  Sir:  As  owners  of  the  property  fronting  on  the  East  Biver  in 
Long  Island  City,  State  of  Kew  York,  we  respectlully  ask  for  an  amend- 
ment to  the  pier  line  on  map  inclosed  herewith,  dated  January,  1890, 
entitled  '^Pierhead  and  balkbead  line  of  the  easterly  shore  of  the  East 
Eiver,  Few  York,"  as  we  are  now  about  completing  onr  factories, 
marked  in  red  on  the  map  inclosed.  • 

For  our  business  we  require  at  least  100  feet  extension  from  the 
present  established  line,  as  a  great  deal  of  our  business  is  done  by 
water,  and  our  material  comes  in  large  vessels  from  foreign  countries. 
Yours,  respectfully. 

The  New  York  Sugar  Refining  Company. 
Glaus  Darehere,  President. 

Hon.  B.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War* 
BNG  98—65 
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[Seoimd  bidarvmiAiit.] 

Oppiob  Chief  of  EKamsBBS, 

U.  8.  Abxt, 
Decembar  18,  1897. 
Beapeotftill;  referred  to  OoL  Henry  M.  Robert,  Corps  of  Enf^iueers, 
for  coDsideratioD  and  report  by  tbe  New  York  Harbor  Line  Board. 
By  oommaud  of  Brig.  Gen.  Wilson: 

A.  Maoebuzib, 
lAeuU  OoL,  Oorpt  of  Engineeri. 


[TUidln 

IIew  Tobk  Habbob  Line  Boabd, 

Jf«c  York  City,  January  31, 1898. 
BeBpectfblly  retomed  to  tbe  Chief  of  Engineers,  inriting  attentioD 
to  tbe  report  of  the  N'ew  York  Harbor  Line  Board  of  Janaary  28, 189& 
Henby  H.  Robebt, 
Colonel,  Corps  of  Bngineera,  President  of  the  Board, 


bxpobt  of  the  hew  tobe  habbob  unb  boabd. 

Habbob  Lnts  Boasd, 
SeiB  York  City,  January  38, 1898. 

Genebal:  In  oomplianee  with  your  indorsements  of  December  18, 
1897,  and  December  30,  1897,  the  New  York  Harbor  Line  Board  has 
considered  the  applicatioas  of  the  Sew  York  Sugar  EefiDing  Compaoy 
for  an  extensiOu  of  the  established  pierhead  lines  on  the  east  side  of 
the  East  Biver  iu  front  of  that  company's  property  at  Long  Island 
City,  and  has  tbe  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  thereon: 

Kotice  was  given  by  advertisements  in  newspapers,  and  by  corres- 
pondence, that  a  public  hearing  in  the  matter  would  be  held  at  the 
Army  Building  on  January  24,  at  which  all  persons  concerned  were 
invited  to  sabmit  their  views. 

The  Board,  on  January  4,  made  personal  examination  of  the  water 
front  between  Bavenswood  and  Kewtown  Greek,  and  finding  that  con- 
siderable changes  bad  been  made  in  riparian  constructions  since  the 
date  of  the  latest  chart,  had  the  locality  in  question  resuiveyed. 

At  the  hearing  of  January  24,  it  was  shown  that  other  interests  than 
tbe  New  York  Sugar  Refining  Company  had  applications  to  make,  and 
certain  objectors  desired  further  time  for  consideration  of  the  subject 

An  adjourned  heaiing  was  therefore  notified  for  and  held  on  Janu- 
ary 28,  at  which  the  matter  was  concluded. 

The  stenographic  records  of  both  hearings,  and  the  papers  and  other 
documents  relative  to  the  case  are  herewith  submitted. 

After  full  consideration,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  pierhead 
iine  may  be  extended,  as  indicated  in  the  following  detailed  descrip 
tion,  and  shown  on  the  accompanying  tracing,*  to  the  advantage  of 
commerce  and  without  material  injury  to  the  navigation,  and  there- 
fore recommends  that  the  harbor  lines  be  approved  as  thus  modified. 

The  present  harbor  line  in  the  locality  in  question  is  a  combined  pier 
and  bulkhead  line.  The  recommended  extension  of  the  pierhead  line 
separates  the  two  and  leaves  the  bulkhead  line  unchanged. 


1  the  aoDtherly  side  of  osjibI  of  the  Devoe  Hknafaatnring 
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Company,  666  feet  westerly  from  the  westerly  side  of  West  arenne ;  thence  southerly 
in  a  straight  line  to  a  point  in  the  westerly  prolongation  of  the  southerly  side  of 
Sixth  street,  1,119  feet  m>m  the  westerly  side  of  West  avenae;  thence  southerly  in  a 
straight  line  to  a  point  in  the  westerly  i>rolongation  of  the  southerly  side  of  Flush- 
ing street,  928  feet  from  the  westerly  side  oi  Front  street;  thence  southerly  in  a 
straight  line  to  a  point  in  a  line  parallel  to  Pier  street,  and  280  feet  southerly  of  the' 
southerly  side  thereof,  measured  at  right  angles  thereto,  723  feet  westerly  from  the 
westerly  side  of  River  street  prolonged^  thence  southerly  in  a  straight  line  to  a  point 
in  a  line  parallel  to  Pier  street,  apd  859  feet  southerly  of  the  southerly  side  thereof, 
measured  at  right  angles  thereto,  576  feet  westerly  from  the  westerly  side  of  River 
street  prolonged;  thence  easterly  in  a  straight  line  to  a  point  in  a  line  parallel  to 
Pier  street,  and  795  feet  southerly  of  the  southerly  side  thereof,  measnr^  at  right 
angles  thereto,  499  feet  westerly  of  the  westerly  side  of  River  street  prolonged,  said 
point  being  in  the  pier  and  bulkhead  line  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  Febru- 
ary 8,  1890. 

Bespectfally  sabmitted. 

Henry  M.  Robert, 
OoUmelj  Corps  of  Engineers, 

G.  L.  Gillespie, 
Colonel^  Corps  of  Engineers. 
William  Ludlow, 
lAeut.  Col.y  Corps  of  Engineers. 
H.  M.  Adams, 
Major  J  Corps  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Chief  of  Engineers. 

m 

[Vint  illdOTMDMIlt.1 

Office  Chief  of  Engineers, 

U.  S.  Army, 
February  4, 1898. 

Bespectfally  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  New  York  Sugar  Befining  Company  having  made  application  for 
an  extension  of  the  established  pierhead  line  on  the  east  side  of  the 
East  Biver,  in  front  of  the  company's  property,  the  subject  was  referred 
for  consideration  and  report  to  the  New  York  Harbor  Line  Board. 

The  Board,  after  notice  by  advertisements  in  newspapers,  held  pub- 
lic hearings  in  the  matter,  at  which  all  parties  interested  were  invited 
to  submit  their  views.  It  developed  at  the  hearings  that  other  owners 
of  water-front  property  desired  extensions  of  the  esta'blished  line,  and 
the  Board  gave  consideration  to  all  applications  made. 

After  carefiil  consideration,  the  Board  recommends  a  modification  of 
the  existing  line,  as  shown  on  the  accompan3ring  map  and  described  in 
the  within  report.  The  existing  harbor  line  is  a  combined  pierhead 
and  bulkhead  line  and  the  modification  recommended  by  the  Board 
separates  the  two,  extending  the  pierhead  line  and  leaving  the  bulk- 
head line  unchanged. 

I  recommend  that  the  modification  adopted  by  the  Board  be  approved, 
and  that  the  Secretary  place  his  approval  both  upon  this  report  and 
upon  the  map  which  has  been  prepared  for  his  signature. 

John  M.  Wilson, 
Brig,  ffen..  Chief  of  Engineers^ 

U.  8.  Army. 

[Seocmd  indonement.] 

War  Department,  February  I8j  1898. 

Approved  as  recommended  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 

G.  D.  Meiklejohn, 

Aistinq  fifeoretarij  of  Woir* 


L!  I 
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modification  of  harbor  lines  on  the  brooklyn  side  of  east 
river,  new  york,  between  hamilton  avenue  and  the  new  york 
and  brooklya'  bridge. 

Brooklyn  Whabf  and  Wabbhousb  Gompant, 

Neic  York,  Auffust  17^  1897. 

Deab  3ir:  We  inclose  herewith  a  x>etitioii  by  this  company  and  the 
Union  Ferry  Company  for  an  extension  of  the  pier  line  on  the  East 
Biver  between  the  Fulton  and  Hamilton  ferries;  also  supplementary 
X>etitions  by  the  owners  or  agents  of  steamship  lines  and  the  owners 
and  agents  of  tugboats;  also  two  maps  showing  the  present  length  of 
the  piers  and  proposed  line,  and  the  relative  situation  and  character 
of  the  property  back  of  the  piers. 
We  respectfhlly  ask  that  yon  give  this  matter  early  consideration. 
Yours,  tmly, 

Thos.  a.  MgIntyrb,  FtesidenL 
Bon.  BussELL  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Second  indorwnpeBi.] 

Office  Chief  of  Engineers, 

TJ.  8.  Army, 
August  20^  1897. 

Kespectfully  referred  to  Col.  Heniy  M.  Bobert,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
for  consideration  and  rex)ort  by  the  New  York  Harbor  Line  Board. 
To  be  returned. 

A.  Mackenzie, 
Acti'ng  Chief  of  Engineers. 

[Third  indora«inent.] 

New  York  Harbor*  Line  Board, 

New  York^  November  5, 1897. 

Bespectfully  returned  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  inviting  attention  to 
the  report  of  the  Board  dated  November  4, 1897. 

Henry  M.  Bobert, 
Colonel  J  Corps  of  Engineers^  President  of  the  Board. 


\, 


report  of  the  new  york  harbor  line  board. 

Harbor  Line  Board, 
New  York  City^  November  4,  1897. 

General:  In  compliance  with  your  indorsement  of  August  20,1807, 
the  New  York  Harbor  Line  Board  Las  considered  the  petitions  of  the 
Brooklyn  Wharf  and  Warehouse  Company  and  others,  dated  August 
17, 1807,  for  an  extension  of  the  establisbed  pierhead  line  on  the  Brook- 
lyn side  of  the  East  Biver,  New  York,  between  Fulton  and  Hamilton 
ferries,  and  has  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  thereon : 

A  public  bearing  in  this  matter  was  given  by  the  Board  on  September 
28, 1897.  This  hearing  had  been  advertised  in  the  public  press,  and 
other  means  taken  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  all  interested  parties.  As 
a  result' the  hearing  was  largely  attended,  and  a  stenographic  rei>ort  of 
the  same  is  herewith  inclosed,  marked  Appendix  A.* 


*'SkQ\»"^T\\i\«A., 
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On  October  12, 1897,  a  coromnnicatioD  of  the  same  date  was  received 
firoin  Mr.  Thomas  A.  Mclntyre,  president  of  the  Brooklyn  Wharf  and 
Warehouse  Oompany,  in  which  the  company  submitted  an  application 
for  an  extension  materially  modified  from  that  which  the  company  sub- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  August  17, 1897.  A  copy  of  this 
modified  request  is  herewith  inclosed,  marked  Appendix  B.* 

There  are  also  inclosed  herewith,  marked,  respectively,  Appendix  0* 
and  Appendix  D,*  a  letter  on  this  subject  addressed  by  the  Department 
of  Docks  of  Few  York  City  to  Lieut.  Col.  William  Ludlow,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  dated  October  15, 1897,  and  one  from  the  same  department, 
dated  October  19, 1897,  addressed  to  Col.  Henry  M.  Robert,  Corps  of 
Engineers. 

Subsequently  to  the  presentation  of  the  application  of  October  13, 1897, 
the  Board  granted  an  interview  to  Mr.McIntyre,who  was  accompanied 
by  the  counsel  of  the  company,  Mr.  Fred.  L.  Middlebrook,  and  by  the 
manager  of  the  company,  Mr.  J.  B.  Martin.  At  this  interview  Mr. 
Mclntyre  presented,  orally,  a  request  for  a  still  further  modification  of 
his  two  former  applications,  and  the  Board,  afber  deliberation,  has 
decided  to  recommend  that  the  existing  pierhead  line  in  the  locality  in 
question  be  modified  so  as  to  conform  to  the  suggestion  submitted  to 
the  Board  by  Mr.  Mclntyre  in  the  last  interview  above  mentioned. 
This  modification  is  fully  set  forth  in  the  following  description  of  the 
pierhead  line  which  the  Board,  after  a  careful  personal  investigation, 
now  recommends  for  adoption,  viz: 

Be<j;inning  at  a  p9int  at  the  foot  of  Hamilton  avenne,  Brooklyn,  in  the  pierhead 
line  Approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  March  4,  1890,  in  the  westerly  prolongation 
of  a  Hue  perpendicular  to  the  north  side  of  pier  north  279  feet  therefrom  and  23.5 
feet  west  from  the  west  side  of  Hamilton  avenue;  thence  in  a  straight  line  to  a  point 
in  the  westerly  prolongation  of  a  line  at  the  north  side  of  Pier  No.  26  and  perpen- 
dicular to  the  westerly  side  of  Columbia  street  1,421  feet  therefrom  and  47.5  feet 
Hontherly  from  the  southerly  side  of  Congress  street;  thence  in  a  straight  line  to  a 
point  in  the  westerly  prolongation  of  a  line  at  the  north  side  of  Pier  No.  8  and  per- 
pendicular to  the  westerly  side  of  Furman  street  833  feet  therefrom  and  1,179  feet 
southerly  of  the  southerly  side  of  Fulton  street;  thence  in  a  straight  line  to  a  point 
in  the  westerly  prolongation  of  a  line  at  the  north  side  of  Pier  No.  4  perpendicular 
to  the  westerly  side  of  Furman  street  569  feet  therefrom  and  270  feet  aoutherly  from  the 
southerly  side  of  Fulton  street;  thence  in  a  straight  line  to  a  point  in  the  westerly 
prolongation  of  a  line  perpendicular  to  the  westerly  side  of  Furman  street  and  338 
feet  therefrom;  thence  in  a  straight  line  to  a  point  in  the  pierhead  line  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  March  4, 1890,  in  the  westerly  prolongation  of  the  sonthwcHt 
face  of  the  tower  of  the  New  York  and  Brooklyn  Bridge  on  the  Brooklyn  side  20 
feet  distant  from  the  northwest  face  of  said  tower. 

Accompanying  this  report  is  a  tracing*  showing  the  proposed  modified 
line. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Chief  of  Engineers  J  U.  8.  A. 


Henry  M.  Bobebt, 

ColoncL  Corps  of  Engineers. 

G.  L.  GiLLBSlTE, 

Colonel^  Corps  of  Engineers. 
William  Ludlow, 
Lievt,  Gol,^  Corps  of  Engineers, 
C.  VV.  Raymond, 

Major ^  Corps  of  Engineers, 
H.  M.  Adams, 

Major ^  Corps  of  Engineers. 


*  Not  printed. 


1030     BEPOBT  OF   THB   CHIEF   OP   EKGINEEBS,  V.  8.  ABICT. 

[Tint  Indrawmoit.] 

Office  Ohibf  of  Engihsbbs, 

U.  a.  Abut, 
November  9,  1897. 

Eeapectftally  aubmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  Wur. 

Application  having  been  made  by  the  Brooklyn  Wharf  and  Ware- 
hoase  Company  and  othern  for  an  extension  of  the  eatablisbed  pier- 
head liue  on  the  Brooklyn  side  of  the  East  Biver,  between  Falton  and 
Hamilton  ferrieB,  the  Bnbject  has  been  considered  by  the  New  York 
Harbor  Line  Board,  and  the  interested  parties  have  been  accorded  a 
pnblic  hearing  after  advertisement  of  the  same  in  the  public  press. 

As  a  resnit  of  its  deliberations  the  Board  recommends  the  modifica- 
tion of  the  pierhead  line  as  described  in  the  within  report  and  indicated 
in  red  on  the  accompanying  drawing. 

I  ooDGur  in  the  views  of  the  Board,  and  recommend  that  the  modified 
line  be  approved  and  that  the  Secretary  place  his  approval  both  npon 
the  report  and  the  drawing. 

JOHK  M.  WlLBOK, 
£rig.  Gen.,  Okief  of  Engineers^ 

U.  8.  Army. 

[SMond  [ndonoment] 

Wae  Dbpaetmekt,  November  17, 1897. 
Approved  as  recommended  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 

B.  A.  Alqeb, 

Seeretaryof  War. 


APPENDIX  P. 


IMPROVEMENT  OP  HARLEM  AND  EAST  RIVERS  AND  OP  NEW  YORK 

HARBOR,  NEW  YORE. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  FISCAL  TEAR  ENDING  JUNE  SO,  1898,  WITH  OTHER 
DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  THE  WORKS.  OFFICERS  IN  CHARGE, 
BRIG.  GEN.  WILLIAM  LUDLOW  {NOW  MAJ.  GEN.),  U.  8.  VOLUNTEERS, 
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS,  AND  MAJ.  H.  M. 
ADAMS,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 


IMPROVBMBNTS. 


1.  Harlem  River,  New  York. 

2.  East  River  and  Hell  Gate,  New  York. 

3.  New  York  Harbor,  New  York. 


4.  Removing  sunken  vessels  or  oraft 
obstraoting  or  endangering  naviga- 
tion. 


(For  letter  of  transmittal  see  Appendix  E.) 


F  I. 

IMPROVeSiENT  OF  HARLEM  RIVER,  NEW  YORK. 

• 

Harlem  Eiver  and  Spuyten  Duyvil  Creek  are  two  tidal  inlets,  from 
the  East  River  and  Hudson  River  respectively,  whiph  joined  at  Kin^s 
Bridge  and  separated  Manhattan  Island  from  the  mainland  to  the 
north. 

The  Harlem  River  had  a  natural  fair  channel  10  feet  deep  at  low 
water  from  the  East  River,  near  Hell  Gate,  to  Morris  Dock,  a  distance 
of  5  miles,  except  at  High  Bridge,  where  the  depth  was  reduced  to  6 
feet  by  the  debris  of  stone,  etc.,  carried  into  the  river  during  the  con- 
struction of  the  bridge;  for  a  mile  farther,  to  Fordham  Landing,  it  had 
a  crooked  chaunel  of  7  feet  depth;  above  Fordham  Landing,  to  Kings 
Bridge,  a  farther  distance  of  about  a  mile,  the  channel  was  too  narrow 
and  crooked  to  be  used  by  any  but  the  smallest  class  of  boats.  From 
Kings  Bridge  to  the  Hudson  River,  a  distance  of  If  miles,  Spuyten 
Duyvil  Greek  had  a  natural  available  depth  of  about  4  feet  at  low 
water.  At  Kings  Bridge  the  channel  between  the  two  inlets  was  very 
narrow  and  nearly  cut  off  by  a  ledge  of  rocks,  awash  at  low  tide. 

The  mean  rise  of  tide  in  the  Harlem  River  was  from  5.5  to  6  feet;  in 
Spuyten  Duyvil  Greek  it  was  3.8  feet.  Mean  high-water  level  in  the 
Hudson  River  at  Spuyten  Duyvil  Greek  was  nearly  a  foot  lower  and 
one  hour  and  forty  minutes  earlier*than  in  the  Harlem  River. 
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Thia  project,  adopted  in  1S75  and  eabseqaetitly  modified,  conBists  in 
makiiig  a  navigable  channel  between  the  East  and  Ucdson  rivers,  hy 
way  of  Harlem  River  and  Spajten  Dnyvil  Greek,  cutting  off  the  sharp 
bend  at  Kings  Bridge  by  a  canal  tbrongh  Dyckman  Meadow,  the  width 
of  channel  to  be  35(1  to  400  feet,  and  the  depth  at  mean  low  wat«r  to 
be  16  feet,  except  through  Dyckman  Meadow  rock  cat,  where  it  was  to 
be  18  feet,  the  work  to  be  done  by  rock  removal  and  dredging,  and  the 
Bideaof  channel  to  be  protected  in  places  by  diking  or  revetmeiit.  The 
estimated  cost  is  12,700,000. 

Tip  to  the  beginniug  of  the  last  fiscal  year  a  free  channel  of  12  to  15 
feet  depth  at  mean  low  water  had  been  made  through  the  entire  course 
between  East  and  Hudson  rivers,  with  IS  feet  depth  at  the  Dyckman 
Meadow  rock  cut.  At  this  cut  the  width  had  been  made  350  feet; 
south  and  east  of  it,  to  the  Eaat  Biver,  the  width  was  130  feet  or  over, 
and  west  of  it,  to  the  Hudson  River,  the  width  was  200  feet  or  over. 

Further  detailed  descriptions  of  the  locality  and  projects  are  priuted 
in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1875,  Part  II,  page 
224,  and  for  1887,  Part  I,  page  COB. 

Harbor  lines  for  Harlem  River  and  Spuyten  Dnyvil  Greek  were 
established  by  the  Secretary  of  War  October  18, 1890,  aud  modified 
October  2, 1893,  and  again  January  8, 1897. 

OPBBATIONg  DUBING  THS  FISOAL  TEAR  ENDING  JUIfB  30,   1898. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  dredging  was  in  progress  under  a  con 
tract  with  Rittenhouse  R.  Moore,  dated  September  20, 1896,  and  expir- 
ing June  30,  1898;  the  contract  provided  for  dredging  about  413,'000 
cubic  yards  of  material  from  the  Harlem  River  and  Spuyten  Dayvil 
Creek,  and  for  building  about  800  linear  feet  of  crib-work  revetment 
to  protect  the  west  side  of  the  channel  where  it  cuta  through  the  point 
of  meadow  south  of  Fordham  Bridge.  Under  this  contract  92,102  cable 
yards  had  been  dredged. 

Dredging  was  continued  until  Febi'uary  9,  1898,  when  that  part  of 
the  contract  was  compleled.  During  the  fiscal  year  320,688  cable  yards 
were  dredged.  The  channel  between  the  Hudson  Biver  and  the  west 
end  of  the  rock  cuf.  was  widened  30  to  60  feet  at  the  most  contracted 
places,  and  is  now  200  to  280  feet  wide.  From  the  rock  cat  eastward 
to  Macombs  Dam  Bridge  the  channel  was  widened  from  30  to  100  feet 
in  places  and  has  a  present  width  of  180  to  300  feet. 

Tbe  total  amount  dredged  under  the  contract  was  412,790  cnbic  yards. 

Goustruction  of  revetment  under  the  same  contract  was  begun 
November  6, 1897,  and  completed  in  February,  1898,  The  revetment 
consists  of  a  crib  substructure,  built,  loaded  with  stone,  and  sank  in 
place,  covered  with  a  superstructure  also  filled  with  stone.  The  revetr 
ment  is  built  to  a  height  of  9  feet  above  low  water,  being  an  average 
height  for  the  structure  of  26  feet ;  it  is  13  feet  wide  on  top  and  24  feet 
wide  on  the  bottom,  and  the  total  length  bnilt  is  741  feet. 

During  the  year  the  United  8tat«8  drill  scow  Hudson  was  employed 
&om  July  1, 1897,  to  May  23,  1898,  in  removing  shoal  ledges  and  bowl- 
ders uncovered  by  previous  dredging  near  the  entrance  to  Mott  Haveu 
Canal,  at  the  cross-over  channel  near  Morris  Dock,  and  at  and  above 
Macombs  Dam  Bridge;  at  the  latter  place  the  remains  of  foundations 
of  old  bridge  piers  were  taken  up.  The  amount  of  rock  removed  was 
1,602  tons,  and  at  all  these  places'  the  large  rocks  were  completely 
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removed  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low  water,  except  in  front  of 
Mott  Haven  Canal,  where  the  rock  was  removed  to  a  depth  of  15  feet. 
Small  material  which  could  not  be  chained  and  lifted  with  the  drill 
scow  was  left  for  futnre  dredging,  this  material  being  all  over  12  feet 
deep. 

October  13, 1897,  proposals  were  received  for  construction  of  about 
40  linear  feet  of  stone  retaining  wall  on  the  north  side  of  Dyckman 
Meadow  Out,  west  of  Broadway.  A  contract  was  entered  into  under 
date  of  ^November  1, 1897,  with  Ulrich  Maurer  Sons,  at  rates  of  $10.50 
per  cubic  yard  of  concrete  masonry  in  the  substructure  and  $7.50  per 
cubic  yard  of  rubble  masonry  in  the  superstructure.  Work  was  begun 
in  November,  1897,  and  completed  in  the  following  month.  The  retail)- 
ing  wall  was  made  41  feet  long  and  built  to  10  feet  above  mean  low 
water;  it  contains  244  cubic  yards  of  concrete  and  103^  cubic  yards  ot 
rubble  masonry. 

PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  IMPROVEMENT. 

From  the  Hudson  Eiver  to  Macombs  Dam  Bridge  the  improved 
channel  is  now  12  feet  deep  and  over  at  mean  low  water  and  from  180 
to  300  feet  wide;  through  the  rock  cut  the  depth  is  18  feet  and  width 
350  feet.  From  Macombs  Dam  Bridge  south  to  Wards  Island,  East 
Biver,  the  available  channel  is  15  feet  deep  and  over,  and  nowhere  less 
than  150  feet  wide. 

To  complete  the  project  there  remains  the  widening  of  the  channel 
to  the  full  width  of  350  to  400  feet,  deepening  it  to  15  feet  where  that 
depth  has  not  already  been  obtained,  and  revetting  the  banks  whwre 
the  channel  excavation  passes  through  meadow  or  upland. 

PROPOSED  OPERATIONS. 

Future  appropriations  will  be  applied  to  widening  and  completing 
the  channel  as  projected. 

Harlem  Riyer  is  in  the  -collection  distriot  of  New  York.  The  nearest  ligUt-houBe 
is  Hell  Gate,  East  River. 

Money  statement, 

Jaly  1«  1897,  balance  unexpended $113,759.34 

June  30, 1898,  amoont  expended  during  fiscal  year 103, 768. 28 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpebded 9,991.06 

July  1, 1898,  outstanding  liabilities 595.93 

July  1, 1898,  balance  available 9,395.13 


'  Amount  (eiitimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1, 655, 000. 00 

Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 

30,1900 500,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliauce  with  reouirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  ana  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 


AMOUNTS  APPROPRIATED. 


Allotment  June  23, 1874,  from  appropriati  ons  for  East  and  Harlem  Elvers . .      $11 ,  000 
Act  of  March  13,1876 10,000 

Total 21,000 
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AM0UKT8  APPKOPRIATED  UNDBR  PBKBBNT  PROJKCT. 

June  18, 1878 *900,0I» 

Maroh3,l»79 100,000 

AnguBt  U,  1888 70,000 

September  19,1890 360,000 

Jnly  13,1892 175,000 

AngiiBt  18, 1891 135,000 

Jnne3,1896 125,000 

Total 1,146,000 


Abitraat  of  propoiaU  for  inprmttug  Earlnt  Biver,  New  York — eonairaatian  o 
retaining  wall;  retxivtd  in  Tetpon»e  to  advertUement  dated  Septeatbtr  IS,  1897,  and 
Ootofxr  IS,  1897. 


0  cubic  J  null.' 


___jiHH.Rid.lle 

Dlciob  Usurer  6oaa 

Dennil  Toonny 

Frsuk  PldKwn 

BanurdR^f 

Ulobnel  O'SnlUvan 

HjdiaaUa  Conatraction  Co. . . 


a  LowMt  bid  In  tho  (gfiesate. 


«  roaoE  DURING  TBR  riBCAL  tkar  tvz>tvq  jumk  30, 1896. 

1.  Contract  for  dredgicE  abont  413,000  cnbic  jarda  of  material  from  Harlem  Hiret 
And  Spayten  Day vil  Creek,  and  for  bnilding  about  800  linear  feet  of  crib  revetment. 
Name  of  contrftrtor,  RittenboiiBe  K.  Moore;  date  of  contraot,  September  26,  1896; 
dateof  approval  October  20, 18%;  date  of  beginning  work,  November  30, 1896;  dale 
of  eipiration  of  contract,  June  30, 1898. 

2.  Contract  for  bailding  abont  40  linear  feet  of  etone  retaining  wall.  Name  ol 
contractors,  UlriohUaarerSonB;  dateof  contract,  November  1,1897;  date  of  appro  tsI, 
November  29, 1897;  date  of  besiuning  work,  NovembexS,  1697;  expiration  of  ooutract, 
January  1, 1898. 


COICMEACUI,  STATISTICS. 


ItMU. 

IBM 
(ton.). 

i8a& 

T.«. 

T>1». 

iu:8u. 

1.471.  B81 
TS7.8S1 
033.  IM 

J,52«,IWS 

llTl.BlftBn 

«.«a8,m 

S,BiO,»TB 

T.US,eM 

aw.TBT.n« 
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The  total  tonnage  for  the  year  1895  shows  an  increase  over  that  of  1893  of  1,623,318 
tons,  or  nearly  28  per  cent,  daring  the  two  years.  Of  the  total  tonnage  4,022,832  tons 
was  received  and  shipped  at  the  docks  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford 
Railroad  Company  directly  below  Second  Avenae  Bridge,  where  also  about  62,000 

?aseengers  were  transferred  in  cars  by  the  steamer  Maryland  to  and  f^om  the  New 
ork,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  to  and  from  connecting  lines  terminating 
on  the  Hudson  River  at  Jersey  City.  Of  the  balance,  28,101  tons  was  handled  at 
various  points  on  Bpuyten  Duyvil  Creek,  and  3,482,661  tons  was  received  and  shipped 
at  the  various  docks  on  the  Harlem  River  between  its  junction  with  the  East  River 
and  Dyckman  Cut. 

As  near  as  can  be  determined,  tfre  vessels  engaged  in  the  riyer  trafBlo  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

Canal  boats,  barges,  and  railroad-car  floats 37,246 

Sailing  vessels,  schooners,  lighters,  etc , 6, 483 

Steamers  and  tugs,  exclusive  of  pleasure  boats 27, 525 

A  large  proportion  of  the  freight  handled  at  the  docks  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  Company  is  carried  in  and  out  of  the  Harlem  River  on 
railroad-car  floats  and  transfer  boats ;  and  during  the  year  1895  335,236  loaded  cars 
and  155,757  empty  oars  were  thus  received  and  shipped  from  these  docks.  Only  the 
contents  of  these  cars  are  included  in  the  above  tonnage,  not  the  weight  of  the  oars 
themselves. 

There  was  also  carried  out  of  the  river,  on  scows,  142,650  tons  of  ashes  and  other 
city  refuse,  which  is  not  included  in  the  above  table. 

BRIDGES  ACROSS  THE  HARLEM  RIYEB. 

The  following  table  shows  the  location  and  characteristics  of  the  sev- 
eral existing  bridges  across  the  Harlem  Biver: 


Name  and  location  of  bridge. 


Seoond  ayenne 

Third  avenae  (temporary)... 
Fourth  avenae  (temporary).. 

Fonrth  avenue  (permanent) . . 

HaitiMon  avenue , 

Haoomba  Dam,  One  hundred 

and  fifty-fifth  street. 
Haoomba  Dam,  One  hundred 

and  flfty-eixth  atreet  (tem* 

ponuj). 
Kew  York   and    Northern 

BaUway  Bridge,  at  Bighth 

avenue. 
High  Bridge  (old  aqueduct) . . 


Washington  Bridge,  at  One 
hundred  and  elghty-flrst 
atreet. 

Farmer*  Bridge 


Width  in 

clear  in 

each 

draw. 


Kingibridee 

Bridge  at  Broadway,  aoroas 

improved  channel. 
Hudaon    River    Bailroad 

Bridge,  at  mouth  of  Spuy- 

ten  Duyvil  Creek. 


Ftet. 

103.7 
81 
60 

102 
132 
184 

78 


104 
60 


Height 

ofbottom 

chorda 

above 

mean 

hieh 

water. 


28.6 

4 
1 

26.6 

26 

28 

16.7 


28 


Single 
span. 

8.1 

4.8 
28 

8.0 


Remarks. 


Double  draw,  railroad  bridge,  iron. 
Double  draw,  wooden  trestle,  iron  drawspan. 
Single  draw,  wooden  trestle,  iron  drawspan  in  proc- 
ess of  removal. 
Double  draw,  railroad  bridge,  iron. 
Double  draw,  road  bridge,  Iron. 
Do. 

Double  draw,  road  bridge,  wood.  Order  for  re- 
moval within  90  days  served  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  president  ox  park  board  on  April  12, 1807. 

Double  draw,  railroad  oridge,  iron. 


No  draw;  stone  arch;  width  between  piers,  77.7 
feet:  clear  waterway,  66  feet;  crown  of  arch, 
100  feet  above  mean  nigh  water. 

No  draw;  iron  arch;  span.  600  feet;  clear  water- 
way, 420  feet;  crown  oi  arch,  136.7  feet  above 
mean  high  water. 

No  draw;  two  spana,  22  and  28  feet  wide;  light 
timber  structure. 

No  draw ;  two  spans,  18  and  25  feet  wide. 

Double  draw,  road  bridge,  iron;  opened  to  traffic 
January  1, 1896. 

Single  draw,  wooden  trestle,  iron  drawspan;  will 
anortly  be  replaced  by  iron  truss  bridge  with 
double  drawspan. 


Under  authority  conferred  by  the  river  and  harbor  acts  dated  Sep- 
tember 19, 1890,  August  17, 1894,  and  June  3, 1896,  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  opening  and  operating  of  the  draws  in  the  bridges  crossing 
the  Harlem  Biv er  were  prescribed  by  the  Beeretary  of  War  Jiuy  14, 1898. 
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IMPROVEMENT  OF  EAST  RIVER  AND  HELL  GATE,  NEW  TOBE. 

East  River  is  tbe  designation  of  the  tidfil  strait  wliicta  extends  from 
The  Battery  to  Ttrogs  Neck,  a  distance  of  16  miles,  and  connects  New 
York  Harbor  witti  Long  Island  Sound.  It  is  the  harbor  entrance  aaed 
almost  exclusively  by  tlie  coasting  trade  between  New  York  City  and 
the  New  Etiglund  States,  and  British  American  provinces. 

The  channel  in  places  is  crooked  and  narrow,  and  was  originally 
obstructed  by  many  roiks  and  reefs,  over  and  aronnd  which  the  tide 
ran  iu  strong  eddying  cnrreiita,  with  velocities  at  times  as  high  as  6 
miles  per  hour;  even  10  miles  has  been  recorded  at  single  points.  The 
most  daugt'rous  of  these  places  is  that  known  as  Uell  Gate,  where  the 
channel  turns  a  right  angle  aronnd  Uallets  Point,  and  wliere  it,  was 
originally  obstructed  by  several  reefs,  some  bare  at  low  tide,  and  others 
covered  from  1  to  20  feet  deep. 

The  mean  rise  of  tide  in  East  River  below  (sooth  of)  Hell  Gate  is  4^ 
to  5  feet;  east  of  Hell  Gate,  where  it  is  aflectcd  by  the  Long  Island 
Sound  tides,  it  is  from  5  to  7  feet. 

PROJECTS  FOR   IMPBOTEMENT. 

The  project  for  improvement,  a<loi)te<l  in  1807  and  Bnbseqaently 
modilied,  provides  for  removal  to  a  depth  of  26  feet  below  mean  low 
water  of  the  following  rocks  in  and  near  Hell  Gate,  viz:  Hallets  Point 
Keef  (3  acres),  Way  Reef,  Shell  Drake,  Pot  Rock,  Frying  Pan,  Heel 
Tap,  Negro  Point,  Scaly  Rock,  and  Middle  Reef  (which  ioclndea  Flood 
Rock,  Gridiron,  Hen  and  Chickens,  and  Negro  Heads),  and  of  the  fol- 
lowing rocks  south  of  Hell  Gate:  Ferry  Reef  and  Charlotte  Bock,  off 
Thirty-fourth  street,  to  26  feet  depth;  Pilgrim  Bock,  off  Nineteenth 
street,  to  24  feet  depth ;  Shell  Reef,  off  Ninth  street,  to  18  feet  depth; 
Coeiities  Beef  and  Diamond  Reef,  near  the  south  end  of  East  River,  to 
24feetdepth;  and  reef  off  Diamond  Reef  to  26  feet  depth;  and  of  the 
following,  east  of  Hell  Gate,  viz:  Reef  oH'  Sunken  Meadow  to  18  feet 
depth ;  North  Brother  Island  Reef  to  26  feet  depth,  and  reef  off  Baretto 
Point  to  24  feet  depth ;  also  for  the  buildiug  of  four  sea  walls  upon  other 
ledges,  to  guide  the  course  of  the  tidal  currents.  The  total  estimated 
cost  was  95,139,120. 

July  1,  1897,  the  following  rocks  had  been  removed  to  the  required 
depth,  viz:  Halleta  Point  Reef,  Way  Beef,  Shell  Drake,  Scaly  Bock, 
Charlotte  Rock,  Pilgrim  Rock,  Coeuties  Beef,  Diamond  Reef,  reef  off 
Diamond  Beef,  North  Brother  Island  Beef,  and  reef  off  Baretto  Point 
Shell  Reef  had  been  removed  to  the  required  depth,  except  at  a  few 
points;  Middle  Beef  had  been  removed  to  18-20  feet,  Flood  Bock  being 
blasted  to  the  required  depth,  but  not  entirely  removed;  Pot  Bock, 
Frying  Pan,  and  Heel  Tap  to  18-22  feet;  Ferry  Beef  to  24  feet,  and 
reef  off  Sunken  Meadow  to  nearly  the  required  depth.  No  work  had 
been  done  upon  Negro  Point.  A  dike  had  been  built  between  Great 
and  Little  Mill  Rocks,  Hell  Gate,  since  used  as  a  place  for  storing 
public  materials  and  for  laying  up  public  vessels. 

Further  detailed  descriptions  of  the  locality,  projected  work,  and  work 
done  are  printed  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers — 

For  1868 '^ 

For  1874, pMt  II "'  ""     isi 

Pot  1887 '.['/"  1CS6 
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OPERATIONS  DURING  THE  FISOAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1898. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  work  was  in  progress  with  one  scow, 
belonging  to  the  CTuited  States  plant,  removing  shoal  spots  on  the  reef 
off  Sanken  IVf eadow.  Work  was  continued  until  August  7, 1897,  when 
the  available  funds  were  nearly  used  up. 

During  the  year  31  tons  of  rock  were,  removed.  The  depth  over  the 
reef  was  made  17.8  feet;  the  projected  depth  is  18  feet. 

Since  the  close  of  operations  the  plant  has  been  laid  up  at  Mill  Bock 
and  cared  for. 

PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  following  table  shows  the  rocks  and  reefs  to  be  removed  under 
the  adopted  project,  with  their  distance  from  The  Battery,  and  the 
original,  present,  and  projected  depths  for  each : 


mamoiid  Beef 

Beef  off  Dtainoiid  Beef 

Ooenties  Reef 

SheU  Beef,  off  Ninth  Btreet 

Pilgrim  Book,  off  Nineteenth  etreel 

Ferry  Beef,  off  Thirtr-foorth  street 

Charlotte  Book,  off  Tbirty-foarth  street. . . 
Hiddle  Beef,  including  Flood  Book,  Grid- 
iron, Hen  and  Chickens,  and  Negro  Heads 

HaUets  Point 

Heel  Tap 

Frying  Pan 

Pot  Book 

Way  Reef 

Shell  Drake 

Scaly  Bock 

Negro  Point 

Be«  off  Sanken  Meadov 

North  Brother  Island  Keef 

Beef  off  Baretto  Point 


Distance 
fh)mThe 
Battery. 


JTOm. 


n 


I* 

7i 

7i 

7] 

7 
7) 

0 
10 

11 


Least 

original 

depth. 


17 
10 
14.3 

7.  ft 
12 

7 

14.7 
+6.0 

.  +4.0 
12.1 
11 
20 
17.4 
18.3 


11 

16 
17 


Least 

prestint 

depth. 


Fut. 
26 
26 
25.6 
a  18 
24 
24 

26.5 
18  to  20 

26 

20.  S 

18.0 

22.8 

26 

26 

26 


17.8 

26 
24 


Projected 
depth. 


Ftet. 


24 
26 
24 
18 
24 
26 
26 
26 

26 
26 
26 
26 
26 
26 
26 
26 
18 

26 
24 


Completed 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Do. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Nearly 
pletea. 
Completed 
l>o. 


a  Nearly. 

The  depth  proposed  in  the  original  project  was  24  feet  below  mean 
low  water.  Subsequently  the  projected  depth  was  increased  to  26  feet 
for  all  the  rocks  in  and  near  Hell  Gate  and  for  some  of  the  others. 

Shell  Beef  and  reef  off  Sunken  Meadow  are  large  reefs,  not  directly 
in  the  main  channel;  when  the  project  was  extended  to  include  work 
upon  these  their  proposed  depth  was  placed  at  18  feet. 

PROPOSED   OPERATIONS. 

Future  appropriations  should  be  applied  to  completion  of  the  work 
contemplated  under  the  adopted  project. 

This  work  is  in  the  oolleotion  district  of  New  York.  The  light-hoases  at  Hell 
Gate,  North  Brother  .Island,  and  Blackwell's  Island  are  close  to  the  channel  of  East 
River,  and  Fort  Colombas,  New  York  Harbor,  is  near  the  East  River  entrance. 

Money  statement 

Jiilyl,  1897,  balance  unexpended $13,956.14 

Jnne  90, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 12, 408. 65 

July  1,  1898,  balance  unexpended 1,547.49 

{Amount  ^estimated)  required  for  completion  of  ezistinp^  project 753, 840. 67 
Amounttnatcan  beprofitablyexpended  in  fiscal  yearendinffJune30, 1900  200,000.00 
Submitted  in  complianoe  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  aoto  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jun^  4,  \San« 
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AKOUKTB  APPBOFBUTXD. 

Actor— 

jQlya6,1868 $86,000.00 

April  10, 1869 178,300.00 

July  11, 1870 360,000.00 

Huoh  3,1871 250,000.00 

Jmi6iai87a 225,000.00 

M»roh3,1873 326,000.00 

jQiie23,18T4 225,000.00 

H«rob3,  1875 250,000.00 

Angust  U,  1876 360,000.00 

Juno  18, 1878 350,000.00 

March  3, 1879 250,000.00 

JnneU,18ii0 200,000.00 

MMoh  3,1881 300,000.00 

Dednct  Bmonut  reverted  to  United  StateaTreunry 93,168.55 

Dedaot  unoaut  allotted  to  Hftilem  Biver 11,000.00 


Aot  of- 

•80,000.00 
200,000.00 

AiiKnat2,  1883 

AngQBt6,  1886 

Angnstll,  1888 

eepteu.berl9, 1890.... 

112,500.00 
250,000.00 
200,000.00 

AngoBt  18, 1891 

June  3,  1896 

Net   leoeipta    from    other 

76,000,00 
60,000,00 

Total 4,399,4ST.88 


OOUnROIAl.  STATUnOB. 


The  oommeroe  of  theBut  Biver  is  so  intimately  oonneoted  with  that  belonging  t» 
New  Tork  Harlwi  proper  that  it  ia  impraotioable  to  make  a  eeparate  atatomaDt  oi  It 


F3- 

ntPROTEHENT  OF  NEW  TOBK  HABBOB,  NEW  TOBK. 

yew  York  Harbor  Ib  the  general  designatioD  of  the  water  front  of 
and  approaches  to  the  city  of  New  York,  comprisiDg  the  tipper  and 
Lower  bays  aud  parts  of  the  Hadson,  East,  and  Harlem  rivers. 

New  York  Harbor  has  two  entrances,  one  from  Long  Island  Soand 
by  East  River  and  Hell  Gate,  nsed  by  vessels  trading  eastward  between 
New  York,  the  Eastern  States,  and  British  American  provinces;  the 
other,  the  main  entrance  from  the  sea  by  Sandy  Hook,  through  the  Kar- 
rows,  ased  by  trans  Atlantic  and  Soathern  trafKo.  The  title  "Improve- 
ment of  New  Tork  Harbor"  has  been  applied  to  ImprovemeDt  of  the 
channel  of  the  main  entrance  from  the  sea. 

From  the  Battery,  at  the  lower  end  of  New  York  city,  ont  through 
the  Narrows  to  the  Lower  Bay,  a  total  distance  of  about  0  miles,  there 
is  a  natural  channel  fairly  broad  and  unobstructed,  with  available 
depths  of  45  feet  or  more  at  mean  low  tide.  The  Lower  Bay  is  sepa- 
rated &om  deep  water  of  the  ocean  by  a  bar  from  2  to  5  miles  across, 
which,  except  for  the  channels  crossing  it,  extends  all  the  way  from 
Sandy  Hook  to  the  west  end  of  Coney  Island,  a  distance  of  7  miles. 
On  the  west  aide  of  this  bar  the  Main  Ship  Channel  extends  sonthw^ 
from  the  Narrows  to  Sandy  Hook,  with  natural  depth  of  23.3  feet,  since 


Five  distinct  natural  channels,  separated  by  sand  shoals,  cross  this 
bar,  in  order  aa  follows,  from  the  north  or  Coney  Island  Shore. 

(1)  The  Coney  Island  Channel,  straight,  narroir,  with  a  genaral  depth  of  SO  bet 
except  at  the  weet  end,  where  the  avnilable  depth  is  but  tO  feet.  Bonth  of  tbli 
channel  lies  a  shoal  known  as  East  Bank,  nith  least  depth  of  6  feet, 

(2)  The  Fourteen-foot  Channel,  a  ooTTiiie  channel  with  oonaideraUe  depttu  in  tbt 
WMt  part,  but  with  only  Ifi  feet  depth  at  the  eaatem  end.  To  the  aoaUt  Be*  a  ekoal 
with  6i  foet  leait  iv^Ok. 
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(3)  The  East  Channel,  a  broad,  nearly  straight  channel  of  SO  feet  depth  or  more 
in  the  western  part,  separated  ftom  deep  water  on  the  east  by  a  bar  having  only  19 
feet  depth.    South  of  this  channel  lies  Romer  Shoal,  with  3  feet  least  depth. 

(4)  The  Swash  Channel,  with  22  feet  depth  in  a  narrow  channel.  To  the  sonth 
lies  a  shoal  called  Flynns  knoll,  with  least  depths  of  11  feet. 

(5)  The  Main  Channel,  a  broad  channel  passing  close  to  the  north  shore  of  Sandy 
Hook,  with  natural  available  depths  of  28  feet. 

The  southern  part  of  the  Main  Ship  Channel,  with  tbe  Swash  and 
Main  channels,  form  nearly  an  eqailateral  triangle,  the  two  last  named 
intersecting  in  a  deep  hole  of  considerable  area  rather  more  than  mid- 
way across  the  bar.  Outside  this  deep  hole  the  bar  was  about  20  feet 
deep  and  was  crossed  by  two  channels,  the  north,  called  Oedney 
Channel,  about  1^  miles  long  to  deep  water,  and  the  south,  called  South 
Channel,  somewhat  longer,  extending  southeast  nearly  in  continuation 
of  the  Swash  Channel.  Gedney  and  South  channels  both  had  natural 
depths  of  24  feet. 

Thus  the  natural  channels  afforded  an  available  low- water  depth  firom 
the  ocean  to  the  lower  wharves  of  New  York  City  of  23.3  feet,  the 
distance  from  the  outer  side  of  the  outer  bar  being  21  miles. 

PBOJEOT  FOB  IMPROVEMENT. 

This  project,  adopted  in  1884  and  subsequently  extended,  consisted 
in  making  a  channel  1,000  feet  wide  and  30  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water  from  New  York  Harbor  to  deep  water  in  the  Atlantic  by  way  of 
Sandy  Hook,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1,490,000.  Work  was  begun 
September  26, 1885,  and  the  project  was  completed  October  10, 1891. 
Appropriations  since  that  time  have  been  applied  to  maintaining  the 
chanuel  by  increasing  its  width  and  by  removing  shoals. 

Under  special  projects  between  1863  and  1894  small  allotments  from 
various  appropriations  have  been  from  time  to  time  expended  in  pro- 
tecting the  north  shore  of  Sandy  Hook  by  building  jetties  from  high- 
water  mark  out  to  below  low  water  and  by  building  riprap  sea  walls 
alongshore  just  below  high-water  line. 

Further  detailed  descriptions  of  the  harbor  and  of  the  project  for 
improvement  are  printed  in  the  Annual  Beports  of  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers for  1885,  page  773,  and  for  1897,  page  1031. 

OPERATIONS  DUBING  THB  FISCAL  YEAB  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1898. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  U.  S.  dredge  Oedney  was  being 
fitted  with  new  boflers,  under  contract  with  the  Harlan  &  HoUings- 
worth  Company,  dated  March  3, 1897.  After  the  boilers  were  tested 
the  dredge  resumed  work  of  removing  shoals  and  widening  the  chan- 
nel, and  during  the  year  180,111  cubic  yards  of  material  were  dredged, 
removing  a  shoal  in  the  west  side  of  the  Main  Ship  Channel  between 
buoy  C  3  and  Southwest  Spit  and  widening  the  channel  through  North- 
west Shoal.  The  channel  through  this  shoal  was  wideued  5(X)  feet  on 
the  north  side  and  200  feet  on  the  south  side,  and  now  there  is  a  chan- 
nel of  the  full  depth  (30  feet  at  mean  low  water)  across  the  entire 
shoal,  with  width  of  1,000  feet  north  of  the  channel  range  and  700 
feet  width  south  of  that  range. 

The  cost  per  yard  of  dredging  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  including 
extensive  repair  and  maintenance  of  plant,  was  17.7  cents;  the  average 
cost  per  yard  since  purchase  of  plant,  December  1, 1892,  has  been  11.1 
cents,  all  expenses  included. 

The  resurvey  of  the  harbor  fi*om  the  Narrows  to  the  sea,  authorized 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  May  13, 1897,  was  made,  and  the  map  was 
sent  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers  with  report  dated  A^^nL  &^\&^%. 
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PBESEMT  OONDITION  OF  lUPROTBIfEIfT. 

The  improved  clLaaiiel  from  deep  water  below  the  NarrowH  to  deep 
water  beyond  the  bar  bas  a  depcb  of  30  feet  at  mean  low  wat«r  and 
gtMieral  widtb  of  1,000  feet  throogbout.  At  Northwest  Shoal  the  30  foot 
chaunel  has  beeu  widened  to  1,700  feet  by  the  operationB  of  the  year. 

PBOI>OSED  OPBUATIOKS. 

Futnre  appropriations  ander  the  completed  project  should  be  applied 
to  removing  such  shoals  as  form  from  time  to  time  io  the  chaiine),  and 
to  tDcreftsiiig  the  width  of  chaunel,  especially  at  places  where  shoals 
are  most  liable  to  be  formed. 

This  work  Is  in  the  ooUeotioii  diBtHot  of  New  York.  Nearest  liKht-hoiuee,  Sand; 
Hook  »Dd  HigblKnd  lights.  The  nearest  forts  are  the  fort  at  Sauoy  Hook  and  thoM 
at  the  Narrows. 

Money  gtatement. 

Joly  1, 189T,  balano*  uDoipenilod $73,978.28 

Amoant  received  since 9,600.00 

82,578.28 
J aa«  30, 1S9S,  amoaat  expended  daring  flseal  year 53,349.90 

Jal7  1, 1898,  balance  nnexpended 29,228.38 

July  1, 1898,  outstandiug  liabilities  3,013.81 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  available 26,214.47 

{AmnnnttbatoanbeprofitablyexpeiiiledinfiBCBlyeareDdiiiE  JnneSO,  1900  500,000.00 
Submitted  in  compliaQce  with  re<|iiireiLientB  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  ISeTandof  sundry  oivil  aot  of  June  4,  1897. 


AMOUNTS  APPROPRIATED. 

ForGedneyCbanuel,  by  set  Jnly  &,  1881 «SOO,000.00 

For  New  lork  Harbor: 

Act  Augnet  5, 1886 750.000.00 

Act  AUKUst  11,1888 3»I0,  000.00 

Act  iSeptember  19,  IHSIO : teo  000  00 

Act  July  13,  1892 170,000.00 

Act  August  18, 189* 75,000.00 

Act  June  3, 1896 60,000.00 

Total 1,795,000.00 

Beoeived  f^om  otber  sources 28.024.53 

1,823,024.52 

Amonnt  expended  to  June  30, 1898 1,793,796.14 


COITTRACT  IN   FOROK   DURINO  TH«    FISCAL  TRAR  ENDING   JDNK  30.  1808. 

With  the  Harlan  A,  Hollings worth  Company,  for  famishing  two  boilers  for 
U.  8.  S.  Gedneg,  at  coat  of  $12,270;  date  of  contract,  May  3,  1^;  approved  by 
Chief  of  Engineers,  June  4,  1897;  eipiring  under  extension  November  15,  1897. 

Work  begun  May,  1697;  completed  November  13,  18^. 
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COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 

The  following  Btatement  oonoeming  foreign  oommerce  of  the  port  of  New  York  is 
taken  from  the  annual  report  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  State  of  New 
York  for  the  year  1897-98.  It  comprises  only  foreign  imports  and  exports,  and  does 
not  include  the  domestic,  coastwise,  and  local  traffic.  Vessels  trading  with  domestic 
ports  are  not  required  to  take  out  clearance  papers,  and  no  attempt  is  made  to  collect 
statistics  of  their  carrying  trade. 

The  leadinji;  articles  of  import  into  the  United  States  at  the  port  of  New  York  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  were  sugar,  molasses,  coffee  and  tea,  wool^  cloths  and 
dress  goods,  leather  and  leather  goods,  tin,  rubber,  tobacco,  and  other  miscellaneous 
articles,  aggregating  about  two  and  one-half  million  tons,  valued  at  $556,948,811. 

The  leading  articles  of  export  were  cotton,  breadstuffs  and  other  provisions,  oils, 
tobacco,  metals,  manufactures,  and  other  miscellaneous  items,  aggregating  about 
three  and  one-half  million  tons,  valued  at  $467,624,806. 

Statement  of  the  number  and  tonnage  of  all  veeeeU  belonging  to  the  port  of  New  York 

June  30, 1897. 


TODDBge. 


steam  vessels . 
Sailinc  vessels 
Canal  boats . . . 
Barges 

Total... 


610,323.70 

846,354.20 

29,145.02 

166, 118. 08 


1,061,941.00 


F4. 

REMOVING  SUNKEN  VESSELS  OR  CRAFT  OBSTRUCTING  OR  ENDANGERING 

NAVIGATION. 

1.  Steamship  Ailsa. — ^The  British  iron  steamship  Ailsa  was  stmck 
daring  a  fog  on  Febraary  29,  1896,  by  the  steamer  La  Bourgogne^  in  or 
near  the  Narrows,  New  York  Harbor.  She  steamed  toward  the  east 
shore  and  sank  in  40  feet  of  water  on  tbe  east  side  of  the  Narrows,  below 
Fort  Hamilton.  At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  removal  of  this 
wreck  was  in  progress  ander  a  contract  entered  into  with  John  W. 
Chittenden,  dated  May  4, 1897;  contract  price,  $11,975.  The  contract 
was  extended  from  August  25  to  November  25, 1897.  Work  was  con- 
tinued daring  the  summer  and  fall,  and  November  15, 1897,  the  wreck 
was  finally  removed  to  the  depth  of  the  surrounding  bottom,  40  feet 
below  mean  low  water. 

Sealed  proposals  for  the  sale  of  material  recovered  from  the  wreck 
were  invited;  the  only  bid  received  was  one  of  $1,000  made  by  the 
contractor  for  the  removal  of  the  wreck.  Supplementary  articles  of 
agreement  were  made,  deducting  the  amount  bid  for  material  from  the 
contract  price  for  removal,  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  September 
14, 1897. 


COMTRAGT  IN  FORCB  DURmO  THS  FISCAL  TXAB  VKDING  JUNX  90, 1888,  FOR  RVMOYAL 

OF  WRECK  OF  8TBAMJIR  AILSA. 

Name  of  contractor :  John  W.  Chittenden. 

Date  of  contract :  May  4,  1897. 

Date  of  approyal  of  contract:  June  1,  1897. 

Date  of  beginning  work :  June  1,  1897. 

Expiration  of  contract,  under  extension :  November  25, 1897. 

Articles  of  agreement  supplementary  to  aboYe,  providing  for  sale  of  reoovered 
materials  for  $1,000,  to  be  deducted  from  contract  price,  dated  August  5,  1897; 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  September  14, 1897. 
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a.  Btenmskip  Alvena. — The  British  iron  steamBhip  Alvena  sank  in 
New  York  Harbor  in  the  angle  between  Gedney  and  South  channels, 
after  collision  with  the  steamer  British  Qusen,  January  19,  1897,  She 
lay  in  about  25  feet  depth  of  water,  and  was  a  serious  danger  to  navi- 
gation. 

Prior  to  July  1, 1897,  proposals  for  removal  of  this  wreck  had  been 
invited,  and  the  lowest  bid  accepted.  On  July  15,  1897,  a  contract 
was  entered  int«  with  John  W.  Cbittendfin,  approved  by  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  July  27, 1897,  for  removal  of  the  wreck  of  the^Atvena  for 
the  sum  of  t3C,000,  the  work  to  be  complet«d  November  24,  1897. 
Work  was  begun  August  4, 1897.  On  the  same  day  sealed  proposals 
for  recovered  material  were  opened;  the  only  bid  received  was  one  by 
the  contractor  for  removal,  offering  $2,200  for  this  material.  With 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  September  17,  1897,  supple- 
mentary articles  of  agreement  were  entered  into  with  the  contractor, 
September  23, 1897,  providing  lor  deduction  of  the  amount  of  bid  for 
material  from  the  contract  price  for  removal  of  the  wreck.  With 
approval  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  the  contract  has  been  extended  to 
November  24,  IS'M. 

Work  of  removal  was  continued  during  the  fiscal  year.  The  only 
effective  time  for  opeiiLtious  generally  is  at  or  near  slack  water,  and 
much  time  hits  also  been  lost  from  fogs  and  rougli  weivtlier.  Up  to 
July  1, 1898,  the  amount  of  work  accomplished  is  estimated  at  abont 
60  per  cent  of  the  whole  work  of  removal. 


COKTRACT  m  FOKCK  DORIMO  TUB  FISCAL  TEAK  BMDINO  JUNK  30,  1898,  FOR  REMOVAL 
OF  WRECK  OF  STRAMSHIF  ALVKKA. 

Nome  of  oontraotor:  Jolin  W.  CbttteudeD. 

Date  of  conlr&ot ;  July  16,  1897. 

Date  of  approval  of  coutraci:  Jal;  27,  1897. 

Date  of  beRinniiiK  work :  Augaet  4,  1897. 

Expiration  of  coatroct,  uDd«r  eztenalon:  November  21,  1898. 

Article!  of  agreemeot  enpplemeDtary  to  the  aboTe,  proriiting  for  sale  of  material! 
recovered,  for  the  gam  of  $2,200,  to  be  deducted  Irom  tbe  cuotraot  price,  d»ted 
September  23,  1897;  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  Wu  September  17,  1^. 


APPENDIX  G. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  VERMONT;  OF  PEEK8KILL, 
RONDOUT,  AND  SAUGERTIES  HARBORS,  AND  OF  HUDSON  RIVER,  NEW 
YORK;  AND  OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  IN  NORTHEASTERN  NEW  JERSEY. 


REPORT  OF  MAJ,  A,  M.  MILLER,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS,  OFFICER  IN 
'  CHARGE,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  TEAR  ENDING  JUNE  SO,  1898,  WITH  OTHER 
DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  THE  WORKS, 


IMPR0VBMSNT8. 


1.  BarlingtoD  Harbor,  Vermont. 

2.  Otter  Creek,  Vermont. 

3.  Narrows  of  Lake  Champlain^  New 

York  and  Vermont. 

4.  Hndson  River,  New  York. 

5.  Sangerties  Harbor,  New  York. 

6.  Rondoat  Harbor,  New  York. 

7.  Peekskill  Harbor,  New  York. 

8.  Passaic  River,  New  Jersey. 

9.  Channel  between  Staten  Island  and 

New  Jersey. 

10.  Elizabeth  River,  New  Jersey. 

11.  Raritan  River,  New  Jersey. 


12.  Sonth  River,  New  Jersey. 

13.  Raritan  Bay,  New  Jersey. 

14.  Matawan  Creek,  New  Jersey. 

15.  Key  port  Harbor,  New  Jersey. 

16.  Shoal  Harbor  and  Compton  Creek, 

New  Jersey. 

17.  Shrewsbury  River,  New  Jersey. 

18.  Manasquan  (Squan)  River,  New  Jer- 

sey. 

19.  Removing  sunken  vessels  or  cmft  ob- 

strnoting  or  endangering  naviga- 
tion. 


HARBOR  IJNB8. 

20.  East  shore  of  Hudson  River,  in  front  of  the  oity  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 


United  States  Engiiveeb  Office, 

New  York  Oity^  July  6y  1898. . 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  annual  report  upon 
works  of  fiver  and  harbor  improvement  in  my  charge  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  Jnne  30, 1898. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  MiLLEB, 

Major^'Corps  of  EngineerM. 
Brig.  Oen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Chief  of  JEf^ineerSj  U.  9.  A. 


G  I. 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  HARBOR  AT  BURLINGTON,  VERMONT. 
[This  work  wsa  In  the  charge  of  M%j.  W.  8.  Stanton,  Corps  of  Engineers,  nntU  October  1, 180T.] 

The  improvement  of  this  locality  consists  in  forming  an  artificial 
harbor  in  front  of  the  city  by  constructing  a  breakwater  about  1,000 
feet  from  the  shore. 
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Tbe  method  of  coostmctioD  haa  conaiated  in  first  placing  a  atone 
moDnd  along  tbe  proposed  line,  the  width  on  top  being  snfflcieat  to 
support  woc^en  cribs,  which  were  sunk  into  position  and  filled  with 
stone.  Until  1890  the  breakwater  was  bnilt  of  timber  to  its  fall  height 
of  8  feet  above  low  water.  Since  then  it  baa  been  boilt  with  a  atone 
anperatmctare  above  low  water. 

The  present  length  of  the  breakwater  ia  4,163  linear  feet.  Maps 
showing  its  location  and  cross  sections  of  tbe  stone  siiperstractnre  are 
printed  in  tbe  Keport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897,  following 
page  3298. 

A  contract  was  entered  into  during  the  previons  fiscal  year  with 
Edgar  8.  Fleury,  of  Isle  Lamotte,  Yt.,  for  building  a  stone  8ai>eratrac- 
tnre  on  a  portion  of  the  breakwater  34  feet  wide,  at  a  cost  of  t.il.50  per 
linear  foot.  Work  under  thia  contract  began  Aagnst  1,  under  tbe 
supervision  of  Mr.  F.  M.  Barstow,  assistant  engineer,  and  was  eom- 
pleted  November  16, 1897,  235  linear  feet  of  stone  superstmctare  hav- 
ing been  constrncted. 

While  work  was  in  progress  it  was  fonnd  that  in  some  places  the  oat- 
ward  thmst  against  the  ^nt  side  of  the  cribs  was  greater  than  the 
wooden  cross- ties  would  stand.  It  therefore  became  necessary  to  intro- 
dnce  iron  tie- rods,  in  order  to  give  the  crib  work  sufficient  strength. 

To  complete  this  improvement  S97  linear  feet  of  breakwater  remains 
to  be  built  at  its  present  southerly  end  and  2,695  linear  feet  of  stone 
saperstructore  ia  to  be  erected. 

Money  statemenL 

July  1, 1897,  balaaoe  unexpended , tlO,367.gl 

Jane  30, 18fb,  amount  expended  during  fl»oaJ  jeor 10,161.39 

July  1, 1898,bkUn(ienneipeDded 206.43 

{AiDoant  (Mtimatad)  leqnired  for  oompletlon  of  eziatinff  project 230,  OCW.OO 
Amount  that  can  benrofi  tabl^  expend^l  iu  flHoal  year endiDf;  June  30,1900    50, 000. 00 
Sabmittod  in  oompliancMi  with  reqainimButH  of  eeotionii  2  of  river  Mid 
harbor  act»  of  1S66  and  186T  and  of  gandry  civU  aot  of  Jnne  ^  1897. 


By  «t  of— 

July  4, 1836 $10,000.00 

Martli3, 1837 10,000.00 

July  7, 1838 60,000.00 

Juue  11,1844 10,000.00 

Angnit  30, 1862 10,000.00 

Mny  19,1864 308.00 

Jnne  28, 1864 13,500.00 

jDno23,18r.6 27.672.20 

March  2. 1867 80,000.00 

July  11, 1870 25,000.00 

March  3, 1871 30,000.00 

June  10, 1872 30,000.00 

March  3, 1873 25,000.00 

Jnne  23, 1874 25,000.00 

March  3, 1875 25,000.00 


By  aot  of— 

August  14, 1876 f20, 

Jnnel8,1878 20, 

Maroh3,1879 15. 

Jnne  U,18R0 10. 

HaTah3,1881 10, 

2,1882 1:;, 


rnJHis 

Angn8t5,1886 

AnguBt  11,1888 

Sept«niber  19.  1890  .. 

Angnst  18, 18&4 

Jnne  3, 1896 


000.00 

O.00 

000. 00 

000.00 

000.00 
IXK).00 
000.00 
750.00 
000.00 


HOTK.— In  1872,  «6,669.13  n 


9  carried  to  euiplne  fund  and  not  expended. 
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OOMMERCIAJL  STATISTICS. 

Vei$els  employed  in  trade. 


ClMW. 


Stf>am 

8aU 

Canal  boata  and  bar;;e» 


Kamber. 


18 

ao 

804 


BefciBtered 
tonnage. 


10  to  1,011 
88  to  145 
80  to     179 


Tripa 
made. 


504 
102 
482 


Qreatest  length,  261  feet;  greatest  draft,  10  feet. 

I^^kt  handled. 


Artiolea. 


Coal 

Lumber  and  timber  . . . 
Stone,  frravel,  and  mind 
General  morchandiiM). . 

Total.. 


1805. 


ToflM. 

88,383 
37,162 
86,183 
88,618 


1806. 


T(mt. 

71,888 

23,103 

18,126 

82,774 


180,346 


145.081 


1807. 


Ton*. 

44,507 

36,342 

2,070 

26,162 


100.180 


G2. 

« 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  OTTER  CREEK,  VERMONT. 
[Thla  woij^E  was  In  the  charge  of  Mi^.  W.  S.  Stanton,  Corps  of  Engineers,  nntil  October  1, 1807.] 

This  improvement  was  undertakeu  in  order  to  provide  an  8-foot  chan- 
nel, 100  feet  wide,  from  Lake  Ghamplain  to  Vergennes. 

At  the  close  of  the  previous  fiscal  year  a  channel  of  the  desired  depth 
and  40  feet  wide  had  been  secured. 

Ko  work  was  done  during  the  present  fiscal  year  owing  to  the  lack 
of  funds.  A  detailed  statement  of  work  done  can  be  found  in  the 
Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897,  page  3299. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  redredge  some  of  the  shoals  where  accre- 
tions have  occurred  during  seasons  of  freshets.  Occasional  expendi- 
tures for  maintenance  will  doubtless  be  required  after  completion  of  the 
work.  Such  cost  will  be  small  compared  to  the  first  cost  of  the  improve- 
ment and  the  traffic  benefited. 


Money  statement. 

Jaly  1, 1897,  balance  anexpended 

Jane  30, 1^8,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year. .. 


$8.48 
8.4^ 


'  Amoant  (e8timated)  reqaired  for  completion  of  existing  project 12, 248. 00 

Amoan  t  that  can  be  profi  tably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  J  une  30, 1900      5, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acta  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  aot  of  Jane  4, 1897. 


Appropriations, 


By  aot  of— 

June  10,  1872 $10,000 

March  3, 1875 5,000 

June  18,  187X 8,000 

March  3, 187  » 5,000 

JoneU,  1880 2,000 

March3, 18SI 2,000 

Angoat  2,  lb62 2,000 


By  aot  of— 

AuKUst  11, 1888 $2, 500 

September  19,  1890 5,000 

July  13,  1892 10,000 

August  18,  1894 5,000 

June  3,  1896 5,000 

Total 61.500 
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OOHUEBCIAL  STATISTICS. 

T«tUU  vkgajti  i«  tratU. 


Otm. 

Kumtwr. 

T«aM^ 

Draft 

CualboataudbucM 

It 

it.oeo 

• 

Freight  koHdlAl. 

Article*. 

.». 

IMS. 

im 

CoJ 

Tmt. 

i 

liars 

1 

t,WM 

JSISi^ "I--;::::::::::::::::;;::::::::":":":::::::: 

12.«7S 

»,0« 

G3- 

mPKOVEMENT  OF  NAKR0W8  OF  LAKE  CHAMPLADT,   NEW  YOBK  AMD 
VERMONT. 

(TU*  vork  WM  In  the  ohwffl  at  U«|.  V.  B.  SUnton,  Oonia  at  Snjclnsen,  nntll  OoUbar  1,  laST.I 

This  improvement  consi^itB  in  widening  and  deepeniag  tKb  channel 
from  Whiteball,  N.  Y.,  the  nortliem  terminns  of  the  Ohamplain  Canal, 
b)  Bensons  Landing,  Yt.,  a  diNtance  of  15  miles. 

Under  varionH  appropriations  the  depth  of  the  channel  has  hecn 
iDcreased  to  12  feet,  but  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  a  shoaling 
had  occurred  in  places,  which  restricted  the  draft  which  vessels  could 
carry  to  not  exceeding  10  feet 

No  work  was  done  daring  the  present  year,  owing  to  lack  of  fands 
and  to  the  completion  of  the  project  under  which  operations  were  car- 
ried on. 

An  examination  of  the  channel  from  Whitehall  to  Bensons  Iianding, 
made  in  the  fall  of  1S!X>,  disclosed  the  fact  that  the  channel,  dredged 
fW)m  1SS7  to  1889,  had  shoaled  from  1  to  2  feet,  and  that,  in  order  to 
restore  the  12-foot  channel,  it  would  require  the  removal  of  60,000 
cuhic  yards  of  material,  measured  in  place.  In  addition,  a  wideniog 
and  deepening  of  the  channel  was  required  at  other  places,  which 
would  necessitate  the  dredging  of  40,000  cuhic  jards  of  material,  meas- 
ured in  place. 

Vessels  were  also  damaged  through  colliding  with  the  rocky  bln&  at 
FutR  Bock,  a  few  hundred  feet  below  the  "  Elbow,"  where  the  water- 
way is  only  about  100  feet  wide.  This  can  be  prevented  by  bolting 
fender  timbers  to  the  rough  faces  of  the  rock.  Fender  piles  are  also 
neetled  for  about  OU  feet  along  the  rocky  blnffs  at  the  Narrows,  and  for 
about  30  feet  at  Pulpit  Point 

The  total  quantity  of  material  to  be  removed,  adding  .10  per  cent  for 
scow  measurement,  would  amount  to  130,000  cubic  yards.  The  esti- 
mated cost  of  completing  this  improvement  ia  therefore  as  follows: 

DKdginK  130,000  cabto  yards  of  material,  «t  16  cento 119,  SCO 

Fender  timben  and  plleo 1,600 

CMitiDgeaoUa  knd  engineering  expense* 1,600 

Total sa^EOo 
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Hi  additioD,  it  is  eHtimated'that  it  will  require  $5,000  every  two  years 
to  maintain  the  improvement  after  completion. 

These  facts  are  presented  in  accordance  with  authority  contained  in 
letter  from  the  Ohief  of  Engineers,  dated  October  10, 1896. 


Money  statement. 


July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended 

June  30,  IfSw,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year. 


$15. 51 
15.51 


{Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  i  n  fiscal  vear  ending  June  80, 1900    25, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliauce  with  reanirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 


Appropriaiiofu. 

By  act  of— 

August  5,  1886 : $30,000 

Augusta,  1888 15,000 

July  13,  1892 18,500 

Total ; 63,500 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 


Number  of  hoai$  and  towapaaaing  Whitehall,  N,  Y,,  during  the  yeara  1895^  1896,  and  1897, 


Kumber  of  towa 

Number  of  boata  towed 
Total  tounage 


1806. 


304 

5,108 

820,880 


1890. 


252 

4,032 

004,800 


1897. 


220 

3,021 

510,873 


G  4. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  HUDSON  RIVER,  NEW  YORK. 

[This  work  was  in  the  charge  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  Ludlow  (now  M%).  Gen.),  United  States  Volunteers, 

lieutenant-colonel,  Ck>rpB  of  Engineers,  until  October  1, 1807.] 

The  portion  of  this  river  now  under  improvement  by  the  United 
States  extends  from  the  State  Dam  at  Troy  downstream  to  Goxsackie. 
The  object  is  to  provide  navigation  with  a  12-foot  channel  300  feet  wide 
from  the  State  Dam  to  the  foot  of  Broadway,  Troy,  and  400  feet  wide 
from  Broadway,  Troy,  to  Goxsackie.  Below  this  latter  point  there  is 
ample  depth  ana  width  of  channel. 

.  The  Report  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers  for  1885^  page  677  et  seq.,  con- 
tains a  history  of  this  work,  accompanied  by  original  reports  and  two 
sketches,  showing  its  condition  at  that  time. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,  who  formulated  the  present 
project,  is  contained  in  the  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1892, 
page  750  et  seq. 

Other  information  in  regard  to  this  improvement,  inclading  a  tabu- 
lated statement  of  the  condition  of  the  channel  on  June  30, 1897,  is 
contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers  for  1897,  page  997 
etseq. 
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WORK  BONE  DURING  THE  PRESENT  FIBOAX.  TEAR. 

At  the  bAginning  of  the  present  fiscal  year  work  was  in  progress 
under  the  following  contracts: 

With  Edwards,  Hewlett  &  Thompson,  for  dredging. 

With  P.  Sanford  Boss,  for  breaking  up  and  removing  rock  and  sand 
covering  rock. 

With  William  Parrott,  for  constrncting  new  and  repairing  old  dikes. 

Under  the  contracts  with  Edwards,  Hewlett  &  Thompson  the  dredg- 
ing between  Albany  and  the  foot  of  Broadway,  Troy,  was  con  tin  a^ 
until  November  20, 1897,  when  all  the  dredges  were  withdrawn  from 
that  section  of  the  river  and  removed  to  New  Baltimore  Bar,  two 
large  dredges  having  been  previously  removed  to  Mulls  Oross-over  on 
October  15  and  19,  respectively. 

The  dredging  above  Albany  was  restricted  to  the  excavation  of  a 
channel,  generally  200  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep,  between  the  south 
end  of  Ouylers  Island  and  the  foot  of  Broadway,  Troy,  it  being  cou- 
sidered  advisable  to  complete  a  narrower  channel  through  to  the  latter 
point  rather  than  to  make  the  full  400  feet  width  for  only  a  portion  of 
the  distance,'  and  to  opening  a  channel  about  250  feet  wide  through  a 
shoal  in  front  of  Bath-on  the-Hudson,  where,  though  previous  dredg- 
ing had  procured  a  depth  of  12  feet,  it  had  fflled  up  so  as  to  leave  only 
10.6  feet.  In  front  of  Albany,  both  above  and  below  the  New  York  Cen- 
tral and  Hudson  Eiver  Kailroad  lower  or  passenger  bridge,  the  channel 
was  widened  in  order  to  open  the  api)roaches  to  the  west  draw  span, 
and  was  dredged  to  a  depth  of  12  feet.  At  Mulls  Cross-over  a  shoal  on 
the  west  side  of  the  proposed  channel,  which  had  been  left  when  dredg- 
ing had  been  previously  done,  on  account  of  the  tendency  to  re-form  as 
long  as  the  reef  of  rock  above  it  was  not  removed,  was  dredged  to  a 
depth  of  12  feet,  except  at  a  point  on  the  extreme  western  c^ge,  the 
rock  removal  having  been  completed  except  at  that  point.  At  New 
Baltimore  Bar,  in  the  vicinity  of  Willow  Island  Light,  the  channel 
having  shoaled  badly,  thereby  obstructing  navigation,  dredges  were 
employed  to  restore  the  depth  to  12  feet..  Three  dredges  began  work 
November  13,  and  when  dredging  was  suspended  for  the  season  on 
December  3, 1897,  on  account  of  the  formation  of  icei,  the  removal  of 
the  shoals  had  been  only  partially  completed. 

Three  large  and  two  small  dipper  dredges  were  employed  during  the 
whole  season,  and  about  November  9  the  number  was  increased  by 
the  addition  of  three  small  dredges.  The  material  removed  between 
the  north  end  of  High  Dike  and  the  foot  of  Broadway,  Troy,  was  very 
varied  in  character.  On  the  east  side  of  the  channel,  through  Covills 
Folly  to  the  bend  opposite  Breaker  Island,  a  large  proportion  of  the 
material  was  cobblestones,  bowlders,  clay,  and  coarse  gravel,  while  on 
the  west  it  was  coarse  sana,  gravel,  and  cobblestones.  On  Van  Bnren 
and  Washington  bars  only  a  small  proportion  was  heavier  than  coarse 
gravel,  but  from  the  north  end  of  Washington  Bar  to  the  Congress 
Street  Bridge  the  material  was  very  heavy,  being  largely  composed  of 
bowlders  and  cobblestones. 

May  20, 1898,  the  contractors  resumed  work  with  one  large  and  one 
small  dredge,  which  were  employed  in  widening-  the  channel  at  Troy 
between  the  north  end  of  Washington  Bar  and  Congress  Street  Bridge, 
and  after  removing  60,107  cubic  yards  completed  their  contract  on 
June  28  and  withdrew  their  plant  from  the  work. 

The  dredged  material  was  disposed  of  by  using  one  15-inch  centrifa- 
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gal  pnmp  the  whole  of  the  sesison  of  1897  and  one  vacunm  pnmp  for 
a  few  weeks  at  the  end  of  it,  which  together  lifted  51,433  cubic  yards 
of  material  and  deposited  it  behind  dikes  or  bulkheads  at  New  Balti- 
more, Cedar  Hill,  Donws  Point,  and  Troy,  and  by  dumping  directly 
from  the  scows  482,682  cubic  yards  in  the  ^'Im bought"  dumping  ground 
and  3,767  cubic  yards  behind  the  Campbell  Island  Dike,  below  Staats 
Point. 

The  prices  paid  for  dredging  the  li^ht  material  was  20.7  cents  and 
for  the  heavy  material  38  cents  per  cubic  yard. 

Under  the  contract  with  P.  Sanford  Koss  the  removal  of  rock  and 
sand  covering  rock  was  continued  until  November  26, 1897,  when  the 
total  amount  of  work  contemplated  under  this  contract  was  completed 
aQd  the  plant  withdrawn  from  the  work. 

The  method  employed  to  break  the  rock  prior  to  its  removal  was  the 
same  as  that  employeid  during  the  previous  seasons  under  this  contract, 
which  is  described  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1893, 
page  1013,  except  that  a  portion  of  it  was  broken  by  blasting.  Three 
machines  or  '^  rock  breakers"  and  one  scow,  with  a  single  drill  mounted, 
were  used  during  the  season  to  break  up  the  rock,  and  two  clam-shell 
dredges  were  used  to  remove  the  rock  as  well  as  the  sand  covering. 

The  large  reef  of  rock  within  the  limits  of  the  proi)osed  channel  at 
Mulls  Crossover  and  the  reefs  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  between 
Thirteenth  and  Fifteenth  streets,  Watervliet,  and  on  the  east  side 
between  Congress  and  State  streets,  Troy,  which  were  in  process  of 
removal  at  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  and  several  small  reefs 
developed  while  dredging  opposite  Breaker  Island,  were  entirely 
removed;  but  the  removal  of  the  reefs  opposite  the  United  States  Arse- 
nal wharf  at  Watervliet,  and  between  State  street  and  Broadway,  Troy, 
was  not  completed  when  the  limit  of  the  contract  was  reached.  The 
least  depth  on  these  reefs  within  the  limits  of  the  dredged  channel  was, 
however,  increased  to  not  less  than  10.5  feet. 

As  the  dredging  progressed  at  Troy  new  reefs  of  rock  were  developed, 
some  of  which  still  remain  to  be  removed.  From  the  southerly  line  of 
the  United  States  Arsenal,  Watervliet,  to  the  State  Dam  at  Troy  no 
accural^  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  rock  which  will  have  to  be  removed 
can  be  made  until  the  channel  has  been  dredged  to  its  full  width,  as 
the  rock  seems  to  lie  very  near  the  plane  of  12  feet  below  mean  low 
water  and  undulates  above  and  below  that  plane  over  a  very  large  area. 

Under  the  contract  with  William  Parrott  the  construction  and  repair 
of  dikes  was  continued  and  the  contract  completed  December  14, 1897. 

A  contract  was  entered  into  with  William  D.  Fuller  on  October  2, 
1897,  for  the  delivery  of  rubble  and  paving  stone  for  repairing  dikes. 
This  contract  was  completed  June  20, 1898. 

The  progress  of  the  work  done  during  the  fiscal  year  may  be  sum- 
marized as  follows: 

CONSTRUCTION  OP  NBW  BIKES. 

Under  contract  with  William  Parrott  the  following  dikes  have  been 
constructed : 

Extension  of  Papsoanee  Dike,  Section  II,  1,437  feet  long,  closing  the  gap  between 
Sections  II  and  III,  was  completed  October  19,  1897.  It  is  a  faU  dike,  7  feet  wide 
from  out  to  out  of  piling,  and  cost  $5.85  per  linear  foot. 

Extension  of  Papsoanee  Dike,  Section  I,  817  feet  long^  closing  the  gap  between 
Sections  I  and  II,  is  also  a  full  dike  7  feet  wide,  and  was  completed  October  22, 1897, 
at  a  cost  of  $5.73  per  linear  foot. 
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REPAIRS  OF  EXISTING  DIKES. 

Under  the  contract  of  William  Parrott,  the  following  dikes  were 
repaired : 

PapBoanee  Dike,  Section  I. — A  portion  of  this  dike,  1,249  feet  long,  was  originally  a 
single-pile  dike,  with  stone  thrown  on  both  sides  of  the  piling.  It  was  nearly 
destroyed,  and  was  rebuilt  on  the  plan  of  a  full  dike,  7  feet  wide,  using  the  remains 
of  the  old  piling  as  much  as  possible.  This  work  was  completed  October  23,  1897, 
at  a  cost  of  $4.17  per  linear  foot. 

Douw8  Point  dike  extenHon. — A  portion  of  this  dike,  1,150  feet  long,  which  was  also 
a  single-pile  dike,  was  repaired  on  the  same  plan  as  the  above-mentioned  dike,  and 
was  completed  December  14,  1897,  at  a  cost  of  $3.60  per  linear  foot. 

Under  the  contract  with  William  D.  Fuller,  rabble  and  paving  stone 
was  delivered  as  follows  for  the  repairing  of  dikes: 

Coxsaokie  Teland  Half-dike. — 109.6  cubic  yards  of  rubblestone  was  used  in  refilling 
a  section  of  about  180  feet  long,  at  the  south  end  adjoining  the  ice-honso  wharf ;  also 
a  section  about  30  feet  long,  on  the  west  side  of  the  island,  and  400  cubic  yards  were 
placed  outside  the  piling  at  two  places  to  protect  the  piling  from  further  scouring 
effects  of  the  currents,  at  a  cost  of  $479.02. 

Lighthouse  laland  Half-dike, — 50.4  cubic  yards  of  rubblestone  was  used  in  refilling 
a  section  about  100  feet  long  at  the  south  end,  ad)oining  the  ice-house  wharf,  and  also 
a  section  about  150  feet  long  on  the  west  side  of  the  island,  and  94  cubic  yards  were 
placed  outside  of  the  piling  at  the  latter  place  to  protect  the  piling  from  further 
scouring  effects  of  the  currents,  at  a  cost  of  $135.73. 

MulU  laland  Half'dike.—TSS.S  cubic  yards  of  rubblestone  to  refill  593  linear  feet, 
at  a  cost  of  $238.10. 

MulU  Dike,— 616  cubic  yards  of  rubblestone  to  refill  2,500  linear  feet,  at  a  cost  of 
$484.10. 

Upper  Schodack  Island  Half-dike. — 828  cubic  yards  of  rubblestone  to  refill  1,760 
linear  feet,  at  a  cost  of  $778.33. 

Cedar  Hill  IHke  {Poplar  Island).— 30S.S  cubic  yards  of  rubblestone  to  refill  980 
linear  feet,  at  a  cost  of  $289.90. 

Campbell  Island  Half -dike.— Sl9.i  cubic  yards  of  rubblestone  to  refill  1,150  linear 
feet,  at  a  cost  of  $300.24. 

Bogart  Island  IHke. — 427.4  cubic  yards  of  rubblestone  to  refill  1,300  linear  feet,  at 
a  cost  of  $401.76. 

Patroons  Island  Revetment. — ^30  cubic  yards  of  paving  stoue  for  repairs  of  paring, 
at  a  cost  of  $58.50. 

Breaker  Island  Bevetment. — 1,310.2  cubic  yards  of  paying  stono  for  repairing  paying, 
at  a  cost  of  $2,448.22. 

Port  Schuyler  Dike. — 665.2  cubic  yards  of  paving  stone  for  repairing  paving,  at  a 
cost  of  $1,297.13. 

The  following  quantities  of  material  were  furnished  for  dike  construc- 
tion and  repairs,  viz : 

Pine  piling linear  feet..     52,792 

Square  timber feet,  B.M..  119,188 

Tie  rods  and  screw  bolts pounds. .     37, 070 

Drift  bolts,  spikes,  and  washers do 24,776 

Rubble»toue cubic  yards..       7,806.3 

Paving  stone do 2,005.4 

DBEDaiNG. 

Under  the  contract  with  Edwards,  Hewlett  &  Thompson^  the  dredg- 
ing which  was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year  between 
Patroons  Island  and  the  foot  of  Broadway,  Troy,  was  continued  until 
a  channel  generally  200  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  was  obtained,  except 
where  rock  was  encountered  above  that  plane. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  material  removed  from 
the  channel  at  the  different  localities  during  the  year,  viz: 

«  Cubio  yardfl. 

New  Baltimore  Bar 49,299 

Mulls  Cross-over 51*  4g9 

CastletonBar ['//^      7!  062 
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Cnblo  yarda. 

Boeart  Light  Shoal 1,310 

In  front  of  Albany 8,549 

Bath  Shoal 75,746 

Roi^id  Shoal 6,732 

CovillB  Folly 7,083 

Opposite  Breaker  Island 46,885 

YanBurenBar 32,19S 

Washington  Bar 51,990 

Opposite  Wateryliet  Arsenal 101,346 

ArMnal  to  Congress  street,  Troy 60, 864 

Congress  street  to  foot  of  Broadway,  Troy 30,935 

Total .'. 530,473 

BEMOYAL  OF  BOOK. 

Under  the  contract  with  P.  Sanford  Boss,  the  work  of  remoYing  all 
rock  from  the  channel  aboYe  the  12-foot  plane,  also  the  sand  coYcring 
it,  which  was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  was  contiii- 
ned  until  the  total  amount  proYided  for  under  the  contract  was  remoYcd. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  rock  and  sand  coYering 
rock  which  were  remoYcd  from  the  Yarious  reefs  during  the  fiscal  year, 
viz: 


Locality. 


MuUsRook 

CoTilla  Folly  Beef.  No.  1 
Covins  Fully  Reef,  No.  2 
Breaker  Island  Keef  B  . 

Arsenal  Keef 

Adams  Street  Reef 

West  Troy  Reef 

Congress  Street  Beef  . . . 
Broadway  Reef 

Total 


Book. 


ToriM. 

Torn. 

467.4 

2,548 

467 

637 

163 

25 

62 

4, 385. 0 

1,061.3 

652 

85 

167 

28 

22,632 

1,078 

14,602 

1,841 

45,916.3 


Sand 

ooToring 

rock. 


4,779.3 


W  UBGKd* 


During  the  fiscal  year  three  wrecks  were  remoYed  from  the  channel 
of  the  riYer  at  the  following  localities: 

By  authority  dated  Aagast  28,  1897,  the  remains  of  a  oanal  boat  or  barge,  lying 
near  the  dike  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  opposite  Bogart  Light,  about  2  miles  below 
Albany,  was  removed  at  a  cost  of  $197. 

By  authority  dated  September  28, 1897,  the  remains  of  an  old  canal  boat  lying  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river,  opposite  Stone  House  Bar,  about  16  miles  below  Albany, 
was  removed  at  a  cost  of  $179. 

By  authority  dated  January  12, 1898,  the  remains  of  the  burned  tugboat  R.  H, 
VandecaVy  lyinsr  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  nearly  opposite  the  lower  side  cut  to 
the  Erie  Canu  at  Port  Schuyler,  about  51  miles  above  Albany,  was  removed  at  a 
cost  of  $176. 

HIBED  LABOB. 

A  foreman  and  8  laborers  were  employed  dnring  the  month  of  July? 
1897,  in  replacing  and  IcYcling  stone  filling  of  the  dikes  in  the  Yicinity 
of  Oastleton.  Early  in  the  month  of  Aagust  the  number  of  laborers 
was  increased  to  about  48,  and  continued  at  about  that  number  until 
the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  Kovember,  the  whole  force  being  dis- 
charged on  Decembier  3, 1897. 

The  total  cost  of  this  work  was  97,819.19. 
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HYDROGRAPHIO  WORK. 

The  hydrographic  party  was  employed  in  making  surveys  and  exam- 
inations before  and  after  dredging  and  rock  removal,  and  in  setting 
ranges  and  tide  staffs  for  dredging  and  rock  removal. 

Guide  piles  were  driven  to  mark  dikes  near  the  channel,  therefore 
dangerous  to  navigation  in  times  of  freshets,  at  a  cost  of  $88.41. 


)  i 


1 1 


\    \ 


It 

'i 


\  i 


GENERAL  REMARKS. 

During  the  spring  and  summer  of  1897  rains  kept  the  water  in  the 
river  in  a  state  of  freshet  so  much  of  the  time  that  the  tidal  observa- 
tions were  not  of  much  value  for  determining  the  changes  which  the 
dredging  is  causing  in  the  tides.  The  means  of  the  staff  readings  dur- 
ing two  months  in  the  fall,  when  the  river  was  comparatively  free  from 
freshets,  have  been  selected  for  a  comparison  with  the  tides  of  previous 
seasons  and  the  results  shown  in  the  following  table,  the  elevations  of 
the  high  and  low  water  beiug  above  that  of  similar  tides  at  Governors 
Island,  New  York.  The  results  of  previous  tidal  observations  are  con- 
tained in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  of'  Engineers  for  1897,  page  998. 


Locality. 


At  Albany 

At  nail  works 

At  Broadway,  Tro  v  ■ 
At  SUte  Dam,  Truv 


Elevation 

Elevation 

of  mean 

of  mean 

low  water. 

high  water. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

2.30 

0.87 

2.53 

1.04 

2.63 

1.03 

4.17 

1.28 

IfeanriM 

and 
fan  of  tide. 


FeeL 

2.06 
2.M 
2.88 
L49 


A  comparison  of  the  above  results  with  those  deduced  from  the  tidal 
observations  in  1873  and  1876  shows  a  lowering  of  the  plane  of  mean 
low  water  of  0.04  foot  at  Albany,  0.45  at  nail  works,  0.59  at  Broadway, 
Troy,  and  0.36  at  State  Dam,  and  an  increase  in  the  mean  range  of  the 
tides  of  0.54,  0.*J4,  0.88,  and  0.64  foot,  respective!.  . 

The  surveys  of  the  channel  which  have  been  made  since  the  opening 
of  navigation  this  season  have  given  a  great  deal  of  valuable  informa- 
tion, as  to  the  probable  stability  of  the  dredged  channels.  A  compari- 
son of  the  maps  of  these  surveys  with  those  made  soon  after  the 
dredging  was  done  has  been  made,  with  the  following  results: 

At  Coxsackie  8hoal,  where  a  ch«annel  was  dredged  to  a  depth  of  12 
feet  and  400  feet  wide  in  1895,  the  width  has  been  reduced  to  10<»  feet. 
It  seems  evident  that  the  required  channel  can  not  be  maintjiiDed 
through  this  shoal  without  a  dike  on  the  west  side  about  2,500  feet 
long  to  support  it. 

At  Stone  House  Bar  there  has  been  a  marked  shoaling,  and  there  is 
no  through  channel  as  deep  as  12  feet.  As  the  shoaling  seems  to  come 
from  the  east  side  it  is  probable  that  a  dike  on  that  side  aboat  3,000 
feet  long,  would  maintain  the  required  depth  and  width. 

The  channel  through  New  Baltimore  Bar,  near  Willow  Island  Light, 
which  was  dredged  in  1897,  has  filled  up  considerably.  Until  a  dike  is 
built  from  the  light  to  the  New  York  State  dike,  on  the  east  side  of 
the  channel,  this  shoaling  will  continue.  The  free  flow  of  the  wat^ 
west  of  Barren  Island  in  times  of  freshets,  and  thence  diagonally 
across  the  west  dike,  is  also  a  detriment  to  the  stability  of  the  channel 
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throagh  this  bar.  The  raising  of  the  Barren  Island  Dike  from  Coey- 
mans  Landing  to  Barren  Island  to  about  6  feet  above  mean  low  water, 
or  the  constraction  of  a  dike  from  the  north  end  of  the  west  dike  to 
the  west  shore,  to  the  same  elevation  above  mean  low  water  would,  by 
throwing  the  water  back  into  the  channel  above  the  present  shoals, 
help  to  maintain  the  required  depth  and  width. 

At  Mulls  Gross-over  the  results  of  the  rock  removal  and  dredging 
have  been  very  satisfactory,  but  in  order  to  obtain  the  best  results  the 
channel  should  be  dredged  still  farther  to  the  west,  between  the  south 
end  of  the  rnbblestone  dike  and  North  Goeymans  ice  houses,  and  a 
reef  of  rock  lying  about  midway  between  these  points  should  be 
removed,  for  the  channel  will  scour  itself  and  this  reef  may  become 
dangerous. 

The  channels  dredged  through  other  shoals  have  all  shoaled  more 
or  less,  and  it  is  evident  that  frequent  dredging  will  be  necessary  in 
order  to  maintain  a  channel  through  them  of  the  required  width  and 
depth. 

The  channel  between  Bath  Shoal  and  the  foot  of  Broadway,  Troy, 
which  is  generally  from  200  to  250  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep,  has  main- 
tained its  depth  and  width  so  far. 

The  following  table,  compiled  from  data  furnished  by  the  soundings 
taken  simce  the  opening  of  navigation  in  the  spring  of  1898,  shows  the 
depth  and  width  of  the  channels  through  the  bars  as  compared  with 
those  of  1897: 


Locality. 


Cozsaokle  Shoal 

stone  Honae  Bar 

New  Baltimore  Bar  (Willow  laland) 

CoevmanaCroaa-oTer 

Malls  Crosa-OTer 

Nine  Mile  Tree  Croaa-oyer 

Caatleton  Bar 

Cedar  Hill  Bar , 

Winnies  Bar 

Stone  Light  Shoal . 

Bogart  Light  Shoal 

Doawa  Point  Croaa-oyer 

Caylera  Bar 

Throagh  drawa  of  hridgea  at  Alhany 

Bath  Croaa-OTer 

Bath  Shoal 

Kellogg  Shoal 

Fishhoase  Shoal 

Bound  Shoal 

CoTiUaFoUy 

Opposite  Breaker  laland 

VanBnrenBar 

Waahington  Bar 

Opposite  Watervllet  Arsenal 

Arsenal  to  Congreaa  atreet,  Troy 

Con  greaa  atreet  to  Broad  w  ay,  Troy 

Broadway  to  State  dun,  Troy 


1897. 


Width. 


Feet. 
300 
200 
100 
250 
150 
200 
250 
100 
150 
100 
100 

50 
200 
100 
170 
250 
300 
260 
200 
200 
120 
120 

40 

60 
100 
150 

50 


Depth. 


Feet. 
12 
12 
11 

U.6 
11.5 
11.5 
11.5 
1L5 
12 

11.5 
12 
12 
12 
12 
10.6 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 

9 

9 

8.5 

6.5 


1898. 


Width 


Feet. 
100 

50 
SCO 
250 
100 
250 

50 
170 

70 
180 
120 
150 
100 
100 
130 
140 

70 
250 
130 
180 
180 
190 
200 
100 

70 
250 

50 


Depth. 


Feet. 
12 

11.6 
11 

11.5 
12 

11.5 
n.5 
11.5 
11.5 
11.6 
11.5 
12 
12 

11.5 
11.5 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 

11.5 
12 
11 
5.5 


All  depths  in  this  report,  unless  otherwise  stated,  refer  to  the  plane 
of  mean  low  water. 

Tins  improvement  has  been  pnder  the  local  charge  of  Mr.  E.  H. 
Talcott,  assistant  engineer,  who  has  been  stationed  at  Albany. 

The  revised  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  river,  adopted  by 
Congress  in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  July  13, 1892,  gave  the  esti- 
mateid  cost  of  the  work  as  •2,447,906.56,  provided  it  was  completed 
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within  five  years.  All  of  this  amonot  has  beea  appropriated.  Ont  of 
this  appropriation  there  is  due  contractors  the  sum  of  about  t76,O00, 
which  leaves  less  than  $85,00(t  with  which  to  complete  the  improTement. 

Eatimates  baaed  on  recent  surveys  show  that  it  will  still  require 
$2,246,769,80  to  complete  the  work.  This  increase  is  dae  to  the  fact 
that  the  actnal  amount  of  dredging  has  beeo  greater  than  was  contem- 
plated in  the  original  project.  The  quantity  of  rock  to  be  removed  is 
mncb  larger  and  the  contract  prices  were  higher  than  was  eatimated. 
The  quantity  of  dredging  has  been  increased,  partly  irom  the  feet  that 
the  regulation  of  the  river  has  caased  the  moving  of  large  qnantities  of 
sand  and  silt  downstream,  the  removal  of  which  was  not  contemplated 
in  the  original  estimate.  Necessary  changes  in  the  location  of  the 
channel  liues  have  also  added  somewhat  to  the  amoant.  N^o  work  has 
as  yet  been  undertaken  between  Broadway  and  the  State  dam  at  Troy, 
where  the  heaviest  portion  of  the  rock  excavation  reniaius  to  l>e  done. 

The  following  ia  a  detailed  estimate  of  the  cost  of  completing  this 
work  in  accordance  with  the  present  project,  which  has  been  adopted 
by  OongresB : 

Co«t  of  dredging  between  Coxsftckle  and  Alb&ny $303,M0.T3 

Cost  of  dredgin;:  between  Albany  and  State  dam 886,250.00 

Cost  of  rocli  eicavntion,  ini^Iuding  sand  ooveriog,  between  Cozsookie 

and  Albany 25,000.00 

Coit  of  rook  eicavatioD,  inclndiug  roek  ooveting,  between  Albany  and 

State  lUm 750,000.00 

Coetof  dike  work 257,000.00 

Contingenoiea  and  engineering  expenses,  10  pec  cent 211,979.08 

Total 3,331,769.80 

Len  amoant  available £6,000.00 

Eattmated  omonnt  reqnlied  to  complete  project 3,346,769.80 

In  addition  to  this  amonnt  it  is  estimated  that  it  will  require  an 
ftDunnl  expenditnre  of  at  least  $100,000  for  maintenance  of  the  work 
after  its  completioo. 

This  estimate  is  submitted  by  authority  of  the  Chief  of  Bngineen, 
dated  Febraary  23, 1898. 

Money  ttaUment, 

Jnly  1,  1897,  balance  nnexpended 9607,^6. 67 

Amount  appropriated  by  sundry  eivil  act  approved  Jnly  1,  1898 160,406.66 

867,963.19 
Jane  30,  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 466,125.44 

July  1, 1898,  balance  nnenended 201,837.69 

Jolyl,  1898,  ontatanding  liabllltiea 116,117.48 

Jalj  1,1898,  balance  aToilable 86,7W.21 


{AnioDnttliatoanbearolltabIy«xpeiidedtnfi«ca1yearenditicJnne90,190D  6OO,O00lQ0 
Sobmttted  in  complianoe  witb  reqnirementa  of  aeotiona  2  of  river  and 
horbox  acta  of  1666  and  1867  and  of  anndfy  oivil  act  of  Jane  4, 18S7. 
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JppropriaiUmM, 


By  act  of— 

Juno  30, 1834 $70,000.00 

July2,1836 100,000.00 

March  3,1837 100.000.00 

July  7, 1838 100,000.00 

August  30, 1852 50, 000.00 

June  26,1864,allotment.  33, 000. 00 

June23,1866 50,000.00 

March  3, 1867 305,188.00 

July  25,l868,a11otmont.  85, 000. 00 

April  10, 1869.  allotment  89, 100. 00 

July  11,1870. 40,000.00 

March  3, 1871 40,000.00 

June  10,1872 40,000.00 

March  3,1873 40,000.00 

June  23,1874 40,000.00 

March  3, 1875 40,000,00 

August  14, 187(> 50, 000. 00 

June  18, 1878 70,000.00 

March  3,1879 30,000.00 


By  act  of— 

June  14.1880 $20,000.00 

March  3, 1881 15,000.00 

August  2, 1882 10,000.00 

July5,1884 30,000.00 

August  5, 1886 26,250.00 

August  11, 1888 75,000.00 

September  19, 1890 150, 000. 00 

July  13, 1892 187,500.00 

March  3,1893 600,000.00 

August  18, 1894 145,000.00 

March  3, 1895 500,000.00 

June  11, 1896 480,000.00 

Jnne4,1897 475,000.00 

Total 3,986,038.00 

Received  from  other  sources  792. 57 

Total 8,886,830.67 


ABSTRACT  OF  PROPOSALS. 


Ahatraci  of  proposals  for  fm^iahing  rubble  and  paving  stone  on  dikee  in  Hudson  Bivor, 
New  Yorkj  received  in  response  to  advertisement  dated  August  9, 1897,  and  opened  Sep- 
tember 9f  1897,  by  LieuU  Col,  William  Ludlow,  Corps  of  Engineers, 


No. 


1 

2 

a 


Kame  of  bidder. 


William  D.FnIlcr 

The  International  Contracting  Compnny 
Frank  Pidgeon 


Bnbblestone, 
S,800cnbloyara8. 


Per 
cubio 
yard. 


10.94 
1.25 
1.20 


Amount 


$8,102 
4.125 
8,960 


Payinff  stone, 
1,600  cnbio  yards. 


Per 
onbio 
yard. 


$1.05 
1.50 
4.00 


Amount. 


$2,025 

2,250 
8,000 


Total. 


$8,027 
6,375 
9,060 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 


Classification. 


General  merchandise 
Grain,  flour,  feed.  etc. 
Lumber  and  timber. . 

Fuel 

Building  material 

Ice 

Total 


Reported  for  1897. 


Tons. 


840,080 
18.655 
50,740 
146, 005 
189,446 
685,090 


1,884,016 


Value. 


$48,811,070 
150,550 
2, 705. 340 
615, 901 
841,149 
773,090 


48,806,100 


State  canals  In  1896. 


Tons. 


469,666 
931. 151 
802,000 
333,367 
198,649 
114, 016 


8,848,848 


Value. 


$37. 832, 571 

18, 505, 034 

4, 893, 510 

1, 577, 53.T 

2, 803, 786 

114, 015 


65,726.455 


Number  of  passengers  carried  in  1897, 612,000. 

In  the  above  table  the  canal  statistics  for  1896  are  given,  as  it  will  be  at  least  a 
month  before  the  report  of  the  saperintendent  of  public  worKs  for  the  State  of  New 
York,  which  will  contain  the  information  for  1897,  will  be  obtainable. 
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Cl<^n,-tf,t  ta  v—e\: 

HudbOT. 

■asis? 

M«inv«Hl 

IM 

1 

»«*.« 

C^.TTT!'.:::::"::::::":::::::::::::::::::::::::;::::::.::: :.::., 

This  ii  the  lategt  infonaation  obhtitiable  In  refE"'^  to  the  nnmber  anil  tonnsge  of 
Teasels.  The  survRyor  uf  ODttoms  at  Albany  stntw  that  tb«  inlbrmation  for  the 
fiscal  fear  1898  wiU  not  be  ready  ontU  «bont  Aagost  1, 1898. 


IMPROVEMEHT  OF  HABBOE  AT  SAUGEBTIES,  NEW  TOEK. 

(Tlil>  verk  wu  In  ti.e  rliares  of  Biic-  Gen.  WilKiu  Ludbw  (ninr  Mn\.  Gen.).  Onited  StateaTil- 
DDtean,  lieui4inAiil-c«l4uel)  Corp*  of  Bng1nc«n»  sotll  OcU^»t  1, 1807  J 

Tbe  ini[iroTeineiit  of  this  harbor  beg:aD  in  18S7  and  by  Jnne  30, 1892, 
it  Lad  been  completed,  at  a  cost  of  ♦42,000.  Two  dikes  were  con- 
atracted,  the  length  of  the  north  one  beinp;  2,058  feet  aod  of  tbe  aoath 
one  2,lif)3.5  feet.  The  deptb  in  the  channel  wsa  increased  to  8  feet  at 
mean  low  tide-  Since  1892  tbe  expenditures  have  been  applied  to 
maintenance.  A  history  of  the  impnivement  can  be  found  in  the 
Ueport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1895,  page  910. 

No  work  was  done  during  the  year,  owing  to  lack  of  fiinds. 

The  steamboat  interests  using  the  harbor  report  that  the  depth  in 
the  channel  remains  unchanged.  The  dikes  are  in  good  condition 
except  the  timber  and  piling  above  water,  which  are  decayed  and  will 
Boon  require  extensive  repairs.  The  cost  of  maintenance  is  estimated 
at  (5,000  biennially. 

Money  itafement. 

Jnly  1,  IS97,  bftlanoo  anenpi-niled $311.90 

June  30, 189S,  amount  expended  during  Bscal  year 9.11 

Jnly  1,  ie9S,  balance  unexpeaded 333.59 


f  Amonnt  req aired  for  maintenance  in  flaenl  yi-ar  ending  Jnne  30, 1900.. 

ttsd  In  compliance  witli  reniiireinent  of  HeoCions  2  of  river  and 

harbor  aoU  of  ItfUe  and  1867  an<l  of  sundry  civil  uct  of  June  1, 1897. 


i  Submitted  Ii 


3,N».00 


By  act  of—  i 

Julys,  ISSi !^r),000 

Anitnst  5,  18Wi i.>,  000 

Auiiust  11,  IxnS 12,000 

September  1<>,  1890 la.OOO 

Jnly  13,  189a 5,000 


By  act  of— 

August  IS.  1894 95,000 

Jnne3,18U6 2,500 

Total 54,000 
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OOMMBBOIAL  8TATI8TIC0. 


VmhU  employed  in  trade. 


CUbs. 


Steam 
Sail.. 
Tow  . 


Kumber. 


6 

18 
7 


Tonnage. 


8,000 
8,400 
1,800 


Draft. 


Feet, 
7 
9 

7toU 


I^eigki  handled. 


Artlolee. 


Blneatone 

Coal  and  lumber 
Coal. 


Paper  manafactnres. . 
Bnilding  material . . . . 
General  merchandise. 


Total. 


1805. 


Torn, 

70,000 

80,000 


80,000 
85.' 000* 


145,000 


1896. 


Torn. 
100,000 


10,000 


8,500 
7,800 


180,000 


1897. 


Tons. 
40,000 


5,000 


1,000 
6,000 


51,000 


G  6. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  HARBOB  AT  BONDOUT,  NEW  YOBK, 

[This  distriot  was  in  the  charge  of  Brig.  Qtn.  William  Ludlow  (now  Mi^.  Gen.),  United  States  Yolon- 
teera,  lleatenant-oolonel,  Corps  of  Engineers,  nntil  October  1, 1807.] 

Tbe  improvement  of  this  harbor  consists  in  widening  and  deepening 
Bondoat  Greek  by  means  of  dikes  and  dredging.  Work  began  in  1872 
and  was  completed  in  1880,  at  a  cost  of  990,000,  a  channel  depth  of  14 
feet  having  been  secared.  Since  1880  the  expenditures  have  been 
applied  to  maintenance.  A  history  of  the  work  is  printed  in  the  Report 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1895,  page  913. 

No  work  was  done  during  the  present  fiscal  year.  A  slight  shoaling 
has  occurred  in  the  channel.  The  dikes  need  some  repairs  where  breaks 
have  occurred  and  where  the  stone  filling  has  settled. 

Occasional  expenditures  will  be  required  for  maintenance.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  a  biennial  appropriation  of  95,000  will  be  sufficient  for  that 
purpose. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897f  halftnoe  tmezpended $4,791.86 

JnnedOy  1898^  amount  expended  during  figoal  year 107.62 


Jnlyl,  1898,  balance  unexpended 4,684.34 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  exiptin^  project 

Amount  that  can  be  prontabljr  expended  in  fiscal  Tear  ending  June  30, 1900 

Sabmitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  eectiouB  2  of  river  and 

harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 

BNO  98 67 


7,500.00 
7,500.00 
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Jppr<>pfiaiion8. 


By  act  of— 

Jnn6l2.1872 $10,000 

March  3, 1873... 20,000 

Jane  8, 1875,  allotment .....  1, 000 

AugUBt  14, 1876 30,000 

June  16, 1878 30,000 

Augnst  2,1882 2,000 

Jnly5,1884 1,000 

Augufit  5, 1886 2,500 


By  act  of— 

AngoBt  11,1888.... 
September  19, 1890. 

Jnlyl3,1892 

AngoBt  18,1894.... 
June  3, 1896 


$5,000 
5,000 
5,000 
5,000 
2,500 


Total 119,000 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 

Freight  handled. 


Ajtiolee. 


Oeneral  merohaDdise . . . 

Goia 

Brick 

Bnildlne  stone 

CementTlime,  and  sand, 
loe 


Total. 


1886. 


T&fu. 
687,000 
400,000 
286,000 
200,000 
517,500 


2.070,500 


1886. 


Ton». 
800.000 
880,250 
290,000 
210,300 
512,500 
40,000 


2,833,050 


1887. 


Tan§. 
800,000 
385,000 
280.000 
215.000 
510.000 
40,000 


2,830,000 


Begalar  lines  of  steamers  carry  over  150,000  passengers  annnally. 

The  character  and  number  of  vessels  employed  in  trade  conld  not  be  procured. 


G7. 

mPKOVEMENT  OF  HARBOB  AT  PEEKSKILL,  NEW  YORK, 

[This  work  was  in  the  charge  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  Ltidlow  (now  Mi^.  Oen.),  United  Statea  Yolim* 
teers,  lientenant-colonel.  Corps  of  Bngineers,  an  til  October  1, 1887.] 

This  improvement  has  for  its  object  the  excavation  and  maintenance 
of  a  10-foot  channel  along  the  entire  wharf  front  of  Peekskill;  alsQ  in 
extending  it  north  and  soath  until  it  joins  the  deep-water  channel  of 
the  Hadson  Eiver. 

A  description  of  the  locality  and  a  history  of  the  work  done  can  be 
found  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897,  page  1016. 

No  work  was  done  during  the  present  fiscal  year,  there  being  no  funds 
available  for  that  purpose.  A  shoaling  has  occurred  in  the  channel 
dredged  during  the  previous  year. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended $203.70 

Jnne^i  IS&B,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4.27 

Jnly  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 199.43 

(Amonnt  ^cRtimated)  required  for  completion  of  existinff  project 40, 000. 00 
Amount  tnat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  80, 1900    20, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  oompliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundiy  ciyil  act  of  Jane  4, 1S31, 


Appropriation, 
By  act  of  Jane  3, 1896 $10^000 
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COBOIBROIAL  STATISTICS. 


Freigki  handled. 


Articlee. 


G^eneral  merohandiae 

Bailding  material 

Iron  ore  and  maDnfactnred  artideH 

Coal  and  wood 

Lumber 

Holding  aand 

Total 


18M. 


Tona. 

105,880 
42,000 
74,300 
35, 275 
40,500 

22o,000 


522,955 


18M. 


Tons. 

150,200 
86,500 
60,300 
16,500 
48,500 

225,000 


646,000 


1887. 


Ton». 

151.300 
40,500 
60,000 
58,000 
44,500 
60,000 


404,300 


Ten  steamboats,  2  fireight  boatS;  and  910  sailing  yessels  and  other  craft  were 
sngsgsd  in  oarrying  above  freight. 


G8. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  PASSAIC  RIVER,  NEW  JERSEY. 

[Thia  work  waa  in  the  oharge  of  M^j.  H.  M.  Adama,  Corps  of  Bngineera,  nntil  October  1, 1897.] 

A  description  of  this  locality  and  the  history  of  the  work  which  has 
been  done  are  printed  in  the  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897, 
page8  1128  and  1129. 

No  work  was  done  dnring  the  present  fiscal  year,  owing  to  the  lack 
of  funds. 

A  channel  of  the  desired  width  has  been  obtained  as  far  as  Newark. 
Above  there  the  desired  depth  and  width  have  been  secured,  except  at 
Kutherford  Park  Bar. 

After  completion  of  this  work  an  annual  or  biennial  appropriation 
will  be  required  for  maintenance,  in  order  to  preserve  this  improvement. 


Money  statement. 


July  1, 1897,  balance  nnezpended 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year. 


$361.47 
323.66 


Jnly  1|  1898|  balance  unexpended. 


37.81 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  exlBtinff  project 94, 347. 00 

Amount  that  can  bo  profitably  expended  in  fi  seal  vear  ending  June  30, 1900    20, 000. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requiremente  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897. 


Apprcpriaiicm. 


By  act  of— 

June  10, 1872 $25,000 

March  3, 1873 2.5,000 

June23,1874 20,000 

March  3, 1875 20,000 

August  10,1876 10,000 

June  18, 1878 10,000 

March  3, 1879 2,000 

June  14,1880 32,000 

March  3, 1881 50,000 

August  2,1882 50,000 


By  act  of— 

July5,1884 $28,000 

August  5, 1886 26,250 

August  11. 1888 35,000 

September  19, 1890 45, 100 

July  13,1892 45,000 

August  18, 1894 15,000 

June  8, 1896 15,000 

Total 453,350 
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couKKRcui.  BTATinncB. 
Freight  kandM  a»4  thippei  by  vater. 
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»7,T2S 
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814,  !3S 

IVm*. 

l.!H,Mt 

1,U1.«3 

i.rmu 

Gg. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CHANNEL  BETWEEN  STATEN  ISLAND  AMD  NEW 
JERSEY. 

[Thiawork  wuId  tbeohJireeafM^.  H.  If .  Adiwi*.  Corp*  orEnftneui.BntttOclolHr  1, 1897.] 

A  descriptioD  of  this  waterway  and  a  history  of  the  work  done  are 
printed  in  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897,  pages 
1130  to  1132. 

So  funds  being  available  for  continuing  this  improvement,  do  work 
was  done  during  the  fiscal  year. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  the  channel  bad  a  depth  of  14  feet, 
mean  low  water,  and  a  least  width  of  260  feet.  It  practically  retains 
its  lull  depth  at  the  presenttime.  The  width,  however,  has  been  reduced, 
owing  to  washing  in  of  material  from  the  adjacent  fiats. 

This  improvement,  f^ter  its  completion,  will  require  an  annual  expendi- 
ture tbr  maintenance. 

Mort^y  statement. 

July  1,1697,  balance  nnexpeDded (39. 69 

June  30, 1898,  amonnt  expended  dnriDgflacftl  j«u 39.69 

{Amount  (catimated)  reqairedfor  completion  of  existing  project 32,000.00 
AmouDttbatc&nbepTufitablyezpeudedintlaoalyearendrnsJDneSO,  1900    32,000.00 
Submitted  iu  compfinnoe  with  Teqnirementa  of  sectionH  2  of  rlTsr  and 
harbor  acle  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  Bnndry  oivU  act  of  Juno  i,  1697. 


Bjftotof— 

Jane  23, 1871 WO,  000 

AnguBt  U,  1876 10,000 

June  18, 1878 16,000 

JoneU,  1880 39,000 

Angiiet  2, 1882 40,000 

July  5, 1884 10,000 

AngDBt6,188e 15,00a 


rwtof- 

Angoat  II,  1888 $15,000 

September  19, 1890 15, 000 

July  13, 1893 15.000 

Angnat  18,1894 6,000 

June  3,1896 13,000 

Total 333,000 
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COICMBRCIAL  STATISTICS.       • 


Articles. 


From  Elisabeth  and  ▼icinity 

From  Perth  Amboy  and  rloinity 

From  i>outh  Amboy  and  Karitan  River 

Total 


Tons. 


8, 518. 682 
3, 6G0, 249 
3, 321, 901 


10,500,832 


Value. 


$28,711,335 
28.053,624 
31,622,018 


88,386,977 


This  rommerce  consista  principally  of  ooal,  together  with  building  material,  oils, 
fortili/ers,  grain,  and  miscellaneoos  freights. 

The  tonnage  for  1897  shows  an  increase  of  635,768  tons  over  that  reported  for  1895 
and  an  increase  of  1,247,729  tons  over  that  reported  for  1896. 


6  zo. 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  ELIZABETH  RIVER,  NEW  JERSEY. 
[Thie  work  was  in  the  charge  of  M%j.  H.  M.  Adama,  Gorps  ot  Engineers,  until  October  1, 1897.] 

A  history  of  this  work  and  a  description  of  the  locality  are  given  in 
the  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897,  pages  1134  and  1135. 

Operations  daring  the  year  have  consisted  in  r^redging  to  a  depth  of 
7  feet  the  shoal  section  of  the  river  between  South  and  Sammer  streets, 
Elizabeth,  under  a  contract  entered  into  with  James  McSpirit,  Jersey 
City,  N.  J.,  on  May  12, 1897,  at  a  cost  of  34  cents  per  cubic  yard,  prism 
measurement.  Work  began  November  10  and  was  completed  Decem- 
ber 30, 1897,  7,669  cubic  yards  of  material  having  been  removed.  The 
work  was  done  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  0.  S.  Kelsey,  assistant 
engineer. 

It  has  been  found  impossible  to  complete  this  improvement  within 
the  limits  of  the  estimated  cost,  owing  to  the  frequent  necessity  of 
redredging  sections  of  the  river  where  shoaling  has  occurred. 

When  work  was  suspended  a  channel  7  feet  deep  and  from  30  to  60 
feet  wide  had  been  secured  from  the  mouth  to  Bridge  street,  Elizabeth. 
It  has,  however,  probably  deteriorated  considerably  since  then.  To 
maintain  a  channel  of  the  desired  dimensions  an  annual  appropriation 
of  $2,500,  or  a  biennial  appropriation  of  $5,000,  is  considered  necessary. 

Money  statement 

Jnly  1, 1897, balance  unexpended ••... $3,189.09 

Jaue  30,  ISdS,  amount  ei^nded  during  iUoal  year  ..••• 8, 189.09 


AppropriatUmi. 


By  act  of— 

March  3, 1879 $7,500 

June  14,  1880 7,500 

March  3, 1881 4,000 

AujruBt  2. 1882 8,000 

September  19^  1890 5^000 


By  act  of— 

July  13,  1892 » $6,000 

AugruBt  18, 1894 3,000 

June  3,  1896 3,160 

Total 43,160 


I 
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nCPBOVEMBNT  OF  EAHITAN  BIVEK,  NEW  JBE8BT. 

[Tbii  vDrk  wu  Id  the  oharge  of  U^.  H.  M.  Aduna.  Carpi  of  Enginetit,  antU  Ootober  1, 18BT.] 

A  description  of  thiB  river  and  a  history  of  the  work  doae  are  printed 
in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  of  I^ngineers  for  1897,  pages  1136  and  1137. 

At  the  beglDDing  of  the  present  year  the  breaking  np  of  rock  was  in 
progress,  under  a  coutract  entered  into  with  P.  Santbrd  Boss  on  March 
13, 1897.  The  shale  rock  was  broken  up  into  pieces  which  conid  be 
handled  by  a  dredge,  at  a  cost  of  59  cents  per  ton.  Bight  thonsand 
six  hundred  and  ninety  fonr  tons  had  been  broken  np  last  year,  and 
about  3,625  tons  during  the  present  year,  but  of  this  amount  857  tons 
was  removed  below  the  ll-foot  mark  and  was  not  paid  for.  Broken 
rock  amounting  to  5,070  tons,  and  gravel,  2,017  tons,  was  removed  by 
Government  dredging  plant,  and  was  utilized  in  building  nnflnisbed 
portions  of  Dike  C,  at  the  middle  ground,  which  is  now  2,3:i0  feet  long 
and  built  to  a  height  of  about  3  feet  above  mean  high  water. 

The  work  done  increased  the  channel  width  from  60  to  100  feet  for  a 
distance  of  400  feet;  for  anadditionaldistanceof  200feeta  widthof  100 
feet  was  made,  and  for  a  farther  distance  of  100  feet  a  width  of  50  feet 
was  made.  The  apper  end  of  the  100-foot  channel  ia  now  within  600 
feet  of  the  Delaware  and  Karitau  Canal. 

The  cost  of  the  work,  per  ton  of  2,000  ponnds,  was  as  follows: 

Breaking  np  rook  bv  contract KKBS 

Bemoriog  rouk  witb  OoTomment  plutt 503 

Towiagtouteof  dike • 13 

Diaoharging  Mid  placing  in  dike U 

Total 1.S6S 

This  work  was  done  under  (he  immediate  snpervisioit  of  Mr.  0.  8. 
Eelsey,  assistant  engineer. 

Aathority  to  sell  the  dredging  plant  belonging  to  this  improvement, 
on  suspension  of  operations,  was  granted  by  the  Secretary  of  War  on 
August  10, 1897.  Proposals  were  invited,  and  opened  September  16, 
1897,  and  the  plant  was  disposed  of  to  the  highest  bidders,  as  follows: 
Dredge  Alpha,  three  scows,  tug  Mary  and  equipment,  to  W.  H.  H. 
Acbuff  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  for  $17,200,  and  the  tag  Ant  to  Pat- 
rick Monks,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  for  13,050.  The  sale  and  tnuisfer  of  this 
property  vu  oomsleted.  ^^X«m!QeE  29.,  1897. 
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Money  statement. 

Julyl,  1897,  balance  nnexpend6d $11,916.51 

Jane  30,  1898,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 11,910.51 


'  Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1, 442, 412. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 

i      30,1900 50,000.00 

Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 

1^    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Jnne  i,  1897. 


AppropriaiUnu. 


By  act  of— 

June  18,  1878 $200,000 

March  3, 1879 60,000 

June  14, 1880 100,000 

March  3,1881 25,000 

August  2,1882 25,000 

July  5, 1884 35,000 

August  5,1886 26,250 

In  addition  to  the  above,  $13,963  was  appropriated  for  improving  New  Brunswick 
Harbor,  N.  J,,  in  1836-37. 


By  act  of — 

August  11, 1888 $50, 000 

September  19, 1890 50, 000 

July  13, 1892 40,000 

August  18,1894 20,000 

June  3, 1896 20, 000 

Total 651,250 


Ahatraoi  of  proposaU  for  purchaw  of  1  dredge,  S  $cow$,  2  tugs  and  equipment,  received  in 
responee  to  advertisement  dated  August  17, 1897,  and  opened  September  16, 1897,  by  MaJ. 
H.  Af.  Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers. 


No. 


1 

2 

8 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 


Name  and  sddreM  of  bidder. 


Jan.  KcSpirit  A  Sons,  Jersey  City,  N.J 

J.  H.  Gregory,  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J 

George  J.  Scboeffel,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y ... . 

John  Dickson,  New  York  City 

Wm.  T.  Jenkin0,New  York  City 

A.  F.  Chapman  Sc  Co.,  BnfBtao,  N.  Y . . . . 
Niebrugge  Sl  Day,  New  York  City 
W.  H.  H.  Acbaff  Sc  Co.,  Philadelphl 


Acbaff  Sc  Co.,  Philadelp 
Frank  Pidgeon,  Sangerties,  N.  Y. 


la,  Pa 


John  G.  Foray  the,  Perth  Amboy,  N.J. 

James  Kennedy,  New  York  City 

GTeorge  Hegarty,  New  York  Ciiy 

Chester  T.  Caler,  Norfolk,  Ya 

Hugh  P.  Sberiden,  New  York  City.... 

Patrick  Monks,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y 

B.  &  Belden,  Hartford,  Conn 

E. Q.&J.S.  Packard,  New  York  City. 
James  Burche,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Newburg  Dredging  Co.,  Newbarg,  N.  Y. 
Joseph  weeka,  Long  Island  City,  N.  Y. . 


Lot  I. 

Dredge  Alphai 

and  3  scows. 


$1,911 


Lotn. 
TngAnt. 


$1,700 

812 

8.000 


4.600 
$12,230  for  Lots  I  and  U. 


15,000 

13, 151 

6,100 


1,610 


5,000 


2,000 
7,500 


2,700 


1,010 
2,000 
3,050 


2,105 
200 


811 


Lot  in. 
Tug  Kary. 


$1. 112 


1,051 
1,500 


2,200 


2,100 
2,010 
1,500 


400 

hii 


COMBCBRCIAL  STATISTICS. 

£^eight  received  and  shipped  by  foater. 


Artielea. 


Coal,  clay,  ores,  etc 

llanufKctnres,  mainly  brick. 

Lumber 

Miscellaneous • 


Total. 


1885. 


Tons. 

400,055 

355,788 


219,258 


975,101 


1880. 


Tons, 

400,301 

480.683 


246,900 


1,186,974 


1897. 


Tmu. 

811,046 

652,922 

40,428 

214,356 


1,218,752 


The  above  freight  was  carried  in  vessels,  making  13,349  trips.    A  statement  of  the 
number,  character,  tonnage,  etc.,  of  vessels  could  not  be  procured. 
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6   12. 

IMPEOVEMENT  OF  SOUTH  RIVER,  NEW  JERSEY. 
(ThiB  work  was  in  the  charge  of  Maj.  H.  M.  Adams,  Corps  of  Xnghteers,  untfl  October  U  18B7.] 

A  description  of  this  stream  and  a  history  of  the  work  done  are 
printed  in  the  Keport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897,  pages  1139 
and  1140. 

Ko  work  was  done  during  the  present  year,  the  available  fands  being 
insufficient  for  thM  purpose. 

The  channel  dei)th  to  Washington  is  4^  feet  at  mean  low  water,  and 
from  Washington  to  the  Baritan  River  Railroad  Bridge  it  is  about  5  feet. 


Money  statement 


July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended 

Jnne  dO,  189^8,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year. 


$582.80 
60.65 


July  1, 1898,  balai^ce  unexpended 


522.15 


'  Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  projeot 88, 975. 00 

I  Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expendea  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1900    10, 000. 00 
^  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  Juno  4, 1897. 


Appropriationt. 

By  act  of— 

March  8, 1871 $15,000 

March  3, 1873 5,000 

$20,000 

June  14, 1880 .• 40,000 

March3,  1881 6,000 

August  2,  1882 10,000 

August  5,  1886 5,000 

August  11,  1888...: 5,000 

September  19, 1890 5,000 

July  13,  1892 7,000 

August  18, 1894 5,000 

June3,  1896 5,000 

88,000 

Total 108^000 


OOMUBROIAL  BTATISTIOS. 


JPMght  reedved  a$ul  ik^^ped  hf  wtUer. 


ArtlolM. 


Ooa],olay.ore,eto 

MannilActares,  brick,  eto. 
Hiaoelluieoas 


Total. 


189B. 


Tona. 
31,002 
140,070 
6.633 


177.794 


18M. 


Tons, 
70,738 
14fi,670 

475 


216,783 


1»7. 


Tons. 
64,116 
248,186 
462 


806.661 


The  above  freight  was  carried  in  vessels  making  3,507  trips.    A  statement  of  the 
nnmbeTi  oharaot^,  tonxitiSQ,  etc.,  of  vessels  could  not  be  procured* 
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G13. 


IHPBOYEMENT  OF  BABITAN  BAT,  NEW  JEBSET. 

[This  work  was  in  the  ohanc^  of  M^.  H.  M.  Adams,  Corps  of  Bngineers,  antil  October  1, 1807.] 

For  a  history  of  this  Work  and  a  description  of  the  locality,  see 
Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897,  pages  1142  and  1143. 

No  work  was  done  daring  the  present  fiscal  year,  the  available  ftinds 
not  being  snfflcient  for  that  purpose. 

The  work  at  Segnine  Point  is  not  of  a  permanent  character.  The 
South  Amboy  Channel  has  been  dredged  and  redredged  to  a  depth  of 
21  feet,  with  widths  varying  from  100  to  300  feet.  As  soon  as  opera- 
tions have  been  suspended  the  action  of  the  cross  cuiTcnts  again  fills 
the  dredged  channels  on  the  sides,  and  to  some  extent  in  the  center. 
It  will  require  an  annual  expenditure  for  maintenance  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work. 

Money  statement. 

July  ly  1897,  balance  unexpended • $4,116.04 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fisoal  year 962.40 


Julyl,  1898,  balance  unexpended 8,153.64 


'Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 130, 375. 00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  June  30, 1900  100, 000. 00 
^  Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  rirer  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 


4li)propHaliofif. 


By  act  of— 

March  3,1881 $50,000 

August  2, 1882 50,000 

July5,1884 20,000 

August  5, 1886 37,500 

August  11, 1888 25,000 

September  19, 1890 40,000 


By  act  of— 

July  13, 1892 $40,000 

August  18, 1894 40,000 

June  3, 1896 75,000 

Total 377,500 


OOMMBBCIAL  8TATI8T108. 


B^re^lit  received  and  ihi^pped  iy  waUr, 


•Articles. 


Coal,  ores,  et« 

Lumber 

Building  material 

Fertilizers 

Manafaotures .... 
Merchandise 


Total. 


1805. 


Tona. 
3,098,479 
38.070 


383, 788 
807,125 


8,623,462 


1806. 


Ton$. 
3, 619, 165 
33,898 


542,783 
433,668 


4,629,514 


1807. 


Ton: 
8,606.514 


45.368 

84,521 

671, 795 

444,877 


4,852,075 


A  statement  of  the  number,  oharaotefi  tonnage^  etCi  of  the  yessels  carrying  aboYO 
flreight  could  not  be  proonred. 
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G14. 
IMPBOVBMENT  OF  MATAWAN  CEEEK,  NEW  JEBSEI. 

[Thla  work  wu  In  tbs  obirgB  or  11«).  H.  M.  Adanui,  Corp*  of  Eoglnears,  nutil  OototMi  1,  ISn.) 

A  detailed  description  of  this  locality  and  of  the  work  done  are 
printed  in  the  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897,  pages  1145 
and  1146. 

During  the  present  year  a  channel  was  dredged  from  Winkson  Greek 
to  the  upper  dock  at  Matawan,  under  a  contract  entered  into  with 
James  McSpirit,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  on  May  12, 1897,  at  a  cost  of  18.75 
cents  per  cubic  yard. 

This  part  of  the  channel  was  given  a  width  of  from  30  to  60  f&et,  and 
depth  of  4  feet,  at  mean  low  water,  the  total  amoaot  of  material  removed 
having  been  13,608  cubic  yards. 

After  completion  of  the  work  slumps  occnrred  in  the  mnd  bank  at 
three  localities,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  the  spoil  bank  in  the  rear  and 
the  lessening  of  the  support  in  the  front.  This  cansed  a  reduction 
of  the  chaoiiel  width  to  45  feet  at  Winkson  Creek,  45  feet  at  Maggs' 
brickyard,  and  30  feet  at  the  bend  below  Matawan  Steamboat  Dock. 
Tbe  dredging  was  done  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  G.  S.  Kelsey, 
assistant  engineer. 

Although  more  than  the  estimated  cost  of  this  work  haa  been  appro- 
priated and  expended,  it  has  not  been  completed,  owing  to  the  necessity 
of  redredging  portions  of  the  channel  which  had  shoaled  when  opera- 
tions were  suspended.  To  maintain  a  channel  of  the  desired  dimensiona 
it  is  estimated  that  it  will  require  an  annual  sum  of  93,000. 

Money  tUttement. 


i  Amount  required  for  maintenaaoe  in  fiacBl  jeai  ending  June  30,  1900. .       3, 000.  OD 
<  Sabniitted  in  complianoe  irltb  requirement  of  Eeotious  2  of  river  and 
(     harbor  acta  of  1866  tmd  1867  and  of  auudr;  civil  act  of  June  t,  1897. 


^PpropriaHonl. 

I  act  of—  I  By  act  of— 

Maroli3,1881 «15,000  Angnrt  18, 1894 »3,000 

Aa^Ht2,  1882 6,000  June  3,  1896 3,000 

September  19, 1890 2, 600  

jBly  13,1892 9,620  Total 39,120 


COMlnRCIAL  BTATI8TICB 
F^ttght  rtothad  and  Mpptd  ty  to 


AtUoIm. 

1W6. 

18M. 

IWT. 

Tofu. 

n»u. 

S7S,000 

TbH. 

sw.ooo 

838,025 

439,000 

tit.  Mi 

c,  cbaxBiiAu,  tonoftge,  etc.,  of  the  veesek  employed  in 
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G  15. 

mPROVEMENT  OP  HARBOR  AT  KEYPORT,  NEW  JERSEY. 
[This  work  was  in  the  oharge  of  M%j.  H.  M.  Adaois,  Corps  of  Bngineert,  until  October  1, 1897.] 

A  description  of  this  locality  and  a  history  of  the  work  done  are 
printed  in  the  Report  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers  for  1897,  pages  1147 
to  1149. 

No  work  was  done  daring  the  present  fiscal  year,  owing  to  lack  of 
funds. 

This  work  is  not  of  a  permanent  character.  More  than  the  amount 
of  the  estimate  has  been  appropriated  and  expended  on  this  work,  and 
still  the  channel  has  not  reached  the  desired  dimensions.  This  is  due  to 
shoaling,  which  occurs  when  work  is  suspended.  It  is  estimated  that 
a  channel  of  the  desired  dimensions  can  be  maintained  with  an  average 
annual  expenditure  of  $5,000. 


Money  statement. 


July  1,1897,  balance  unexpended 

Jane  30, 1888,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 


[  Amount  req^uired  for  maintenance  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900.. . 
\  Submitted  m  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
[     harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  A,  1897. 


$216.89 
216.39 


6,000.00 


Appropriations, 
By  act  of— 

August  2, 1882 $30,475 

July  13,  1892 6,000 

August  18,  1894 6,000 

June  3, 1896 2,600 

Total 42,976 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 


F^reight  received  and  ehipped  by  water. 


Articles. 


Fann  produce 

FertiUsen 

Coal  and  lumber 

Fish  and  sbellfish 

Miacellaneons 

To  and  from  Matawan  Creek 


Total. 


1895. 


Tons. 
150, 700 
39.000 
7,225 


231,  700 


434,025 


1896. 


ToHi. 

00,700 
8,000 
8.500 

10,000 

18,000 
435,000 


540,200 


1897. 


Tona. 

03.700 

8,000 

8,600 

10,000 

18,900 

415, 000* 


624,100 


A  statement  of  the  number,  character,  tonnage,  etc.,  of  the  vessels  engaged  in 
this  trade  could  not  be  procured. 
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G16. 

lUPBOVEMENT  OF  SHOAL  HABBOB  AND  COMPTON  GREEK,    NEW 
JEESEY. 

[Tbti  work  wu  In  tks  ohuge  of  Uaj.  H,  H.  AdMOi.  Corpi  of  Engliuien,  anUl  OoUber  1,  UVT.| 

A  descriptjon  of  this  locality  ftDd  a  bistory  of  the  work  done  are 
printed  in  ttie  Beport  of  tbe  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897,  pages  1150 
and  1161. 

'So  work  was  done  daring  the  year,  as  there  were  no  ftands  availaUe 
for  that  purpose. 

A  channel  1  feet  deep  and  75  feet  wide  had  been  dredged  ttom  deep 
water  in  Gompton  Creek  to  tbe  2-fi3ot  contour  in  Baritan  Bay  at  tbe 
close  of  tbe  previona  fiscal  year.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  it  has 
shoaled  since  then.  In  order  to  maintain  this  work  after  oompletioD 
it  will  require  an  annual  or  biennial  expenditnre. 

Money  atatement. 

Jnly  1,  1S97,  balance  unexpended K8.88 

JnoeSO,  \S'JS,  amouut  expended  dnring  fiscftlyear 58.  B8 

i Amount  <<>atimated)  required  for  eompletiou  of  eiUtiu)^  project .     48, 130.00 
Atnoii  lit  that  can  be  prontabl.v  expended  in  tlBcalfearendiuK  J  <ine30, 1900    IE,  000. 00 
Submitted  iu  couipliauiM- witb  requirementa  of  sectionH  2  of  river  ftnd 
harbor  acta  of  ltt66  and  1867  and  of  snodry  oiril  act  of  Jan«  4,  1897. 


Appropriationi. 
By  act  of— 

September  19,  1890 fcOOO 

July  13,  1892 aOOD 

AagnstlS.  18S4 3,000 

Junes,  1896 S,«» 

Total iB,00t 


COMMEBCtAL  STATtSnCB. 

I^rtight  reoeited  and  ikipped  by  wa 


ArticlH. 

IBM. 

™. 

■». 

50,000 

70.000 

lb«. 
■0,000 

8.000 

■Si. 

151.00(1 

'■'••" 

The  above  f^eigbt  was  carried  Id  boats  of  ftom  2  to  A  feet  dntft.    A  atatenieiit  of 
^■L  !.__   .,.___._        ■  .   umgg  could  not  be  proenred. 

e  nnmber  of  veMela  naliig  Comptora  Creek, 
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G  17. 

IMPROYEMDNT  OP  SHREWSBURY  RIVER,  NEW  JERSEY. 
[This  work  was  in  the  charge  of  Mi^}.  H.  li.  Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  October  1, 1897.] 

A  description  of  this  locality  and  a  history  of  the  work  done  are 
printed  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1897,  pages  1152 
to  1165. 

The  work  dnring  the  present  year  has  consisted  in  completing  a 
contract  entered  into  April  1,  1897,  with  Frank  H.  Brainard,  which 
was  done  on  July  7,  1897.  Dredging  was  carried  on  in  the  South 
Branch  of  the  river,  1,040  cubic  yards  of  material  having  been 
removed,  at  a  cost  of  35  cents  per  cubic  yard.  The  width  of  the  chan- 
nel was  increased  from  50  to  110  feet  around  the  turn  opposite  the 
stone  dike  a6ove  Seabright.  Fender  piles  were  also  driven  along 
the  stone  dike  above  Seabright  and  the  timber  work  of  an  old  dike 
obstructing  navigation  at  Upper  Rocky  Point,  on  the  North  Branch, 
was  removed. 

This  work  was  done  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  Mr.  0.  S. 
Kelsey,  assistant  engineer. 

This  project  has  not  been  complA;ed,  although  the  estimated  cost  has 
been  appropriated  and  expended,  because  frequent  redredging  ha«  been 
required  at  several  of  the  shoals,  and  the  dredging  of  an  entirely  new 
channel  became  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  a  stoppage  of  navigation. 
The  securing  of  channels  of  the  full  projected  width,  300  feet  in  the 
main  stem  and  150  feet  in  the  branches,  is  by  no  means  as  important 
as  maintaining  channels  of  the  full  depth  and  from  100  to  150  feet 
wide.  It  is  estimated  that  this  can  be  done  at  an  average  annual  cost 
of  $10,000. 

Money  statement 

Joly  1,  lS97y  balance  nnexi>6nded $7,746.99 

Jane  90, 1898,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 7, 746. 99 


rAmoont  ref^nired  for  maintenance  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  80, 1900. .     10, 000. 00 
<  Submitted  m  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  river  and 
[    harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  ciyil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 


Appropriationt. 

By  act  of— 

August  SO,  1852 $1,500 

March  3, 1871 14,000 

March  3, 1873 5,000 

$20,500 

June  18, 1878 18,000 

March  3, 1879 10,000 

June  14, 1880 30,000 

March  3. 1881 86,000 

August  2, 1882 30,000 

August5,1886 10,000 

August  11, 1888 10,000 

September  19, 1890 10,000 

July  13, 1892 10,000 

August  18, 1894 5,000 

June  3, 1896 15,000 

234,000 

Total 254,500 
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COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 

Freight  received  and  ehipped  by  water. 


Artioles. 


Farm  prodooe . . . . 
lisb  ftad  alwIlfUih 

Coal 

Lnmber 

Building  material 
MisoellMieoiis .... 

Total 


1896. 


Tong. 

268,000 
25,500 
60,700 

131,700 
1,900 

152,800 


630,  IdO 


1896. 


Tong. 
290.000 

11,520 

19,620 

300 

7,090 

539,600 


868,130 


1897. 


Ton». 

300,000 

12.000 

25,250 

1,  :aO 

8,000 

560,000 


896.600 


Passsengere  carried,  400,000. 

The  aboye  freight  was  carried  in  boats  of  from  3  to  5  feet  draft.    A  statement  of 
the  number,  character^  and  tonnage  oonld  not  be  procured. 


6  i8. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  MANA8QUAN,(SQUAN)  RIVER,  NEW  JERSEY. 

The  original  project  for  the  improvemeut  of  this  stream  was  based 
on  a  survey  made  in  1879  and  contemplated  the  constrnction  of  jetties 
at  its  month,  to  control  and  concentrate  the  sconring  action  of  ebb 
tides;  also  in  dredging  the  lower  river  and  in  removing  wrecks  and 
snags. 

Congress  inaugurated  the  improvement  by  an  appropriation  of 
112,000  in  187Ji.  The  project  was  referred  to  a  Board  of  Engineer 
Officers,  who  reported  against  the  advisability  of  undertaking  any 
improvement.  In  1880  Congress  made  a  second  appropriation  of 
120,000  for  this  work,  which  made  a  total  of  $32,000  available. 

The  engineer  officer  then  in  charge  recorded  his  protest  against 
undertaking  a  work  of  such  magnitude  and  uncertainty  with  the  funds 
available,  but  advised,  if  improvement  was  to  be  attempted,  that  the 
plan  of  the  original  project  be  followed.  In  accordance  with  this  plan 
the  appropriations  of  1879  aud  1880  ($32,000)  were  expended  in  con- 
structing 1,515  linear  feet  of  the  north  dike.  A  third  appropriation  of 
$7,000  having  been  made  in  1882,  it  was  expended  in  constructing  475 
linear  feet  of  the  south  dike. 

Congress  failed  to  continue  making  appropriations  for  carrying  on 
the  work  after  1882,  and  seemed  to  have  abandoned  the  improvement. 
In  1890  $2,000  was  appropriated,  to  be  expended  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  in  removing  obstacles  placed  by  the  Government 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  This  expenditure  was  reported  against  on 
the  ground  that  the  depth  on  the  bar  did  not  exceed  the  depth  where 
the  channel  crossed  the  ruins  of  the  south  dike;  that  the  channel  was 
liable  at  any  time  to  shift  to  a  position  clear  of  the  dike,  and  that  only 
slight  use  was  made  of  the  inlet.  The  Secretary  of  War  did  not 
authorize  the  expenditure. 

In  October,  1897,  the  Manasquan  Eiver  Improvement  Association 
requested  the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  a  survey  made  in  order  to 
determine  what  should  be  done  to  prevent  ftirther  injury  to  the  Man- 
asquan River  and  Inlet. 

The  survey  having  been  authorized  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  in 
letter  dated  November  8, 1897,  it  was  made  during  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber, 1897,  under  the  dVte^tioTi  of  Mr.  C.  S.  Kelsey,  assistant  engineer. 

It  was  found  tbat  tYie  ^\l^Ai  ^Qx^\i^^T^f(i^<^^QQ  feet  since  sospen- 
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sion  of  work  in  1883;  that  the  south  spit  had  worn  away  in  the  rear 
a  distance  of  350  feet  normal  to  its  axis;  that  the  north  shore  had 
enlarged  at  a  correspoDding  rate,  and  that  the  demolished  south  dike 
obstructed  the  entire  channel.  The  channel  also  ran  parallel  to  the 
shore  for  a  distance  of  800  f<get  before  reaching  an  outlet,  which  caused 
a  loss  of  directness  in  the  discharge,  thereby  impairing  its  efficiency. 

The  reasons  advanced  in  1890  for  withholding  relief  from  this  locality 
no  longer  have  force.  The  obstructing  dike  can  not  now  be  passed  as 
readily  as  the  channel  on  the  bar,  which  has  a  least  depth  of  2.3  feet 
at  mean  low  water,  nor  has  the  expectation  been  realized  that  the 
channel  would  shift  to  a  position  clear  of  the  obstruction,  even  after  a 
period  of  seven  years. 

Unless  improvement  of  this  locality  is  resumed  it  will  eventually 
result  in  the  destruction  of  the  north  dike,  which  was  built  at  a  cost' of 
930,000. 

A  map  is  forwarded  herewith  which  shows  the  changes  that  have 
occurred  at  this  locality  since  the  suspension  of  work  in  1883. 

In  order  to  remedy  the  condition  of  affairs  at  the  mouth  of  this  river 
it  is  proposed  to  restore  and  complete  the  south  dike  and  to  extend  it 
along  the  line  indicated  on  the  map  until  it  reaches  the  shore;  also  to 
close  two  small  passages  between  the  islands  and  the  main  shore.  The 
dikes  are  to  be  built  of  stone,  the  tops  being  2  feet  above  mean  high 
water  and  3  feet  wide,  the  sides  to  have  slopes  of  1  on  1. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  completing  this  improve- 
ment: 

Constrnctinc  shore  arm  to  south  dike,  1;2(K)  linear  feet,  at  $12  per  foot $14, 400 

ClosiD^  small  passages,  150  linear  feet,  at  $1.50  per  foot 225 

Repairing  south  dike,  300  linear  feet,  at  $8  per  foot • 2, 400 

Repairing  north  dike 1,000 

Engineering:  and  contingencies 1,975 

Total 20,000 

The  present  condition  of  the  inlet  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  is  undoubt- 
edly worse  than  before  any  attempt  was  made  to  improve  it,  and  it  would 
seem  only  just  that  relief  be  given.  It  is  respectfully  recommended  that 
this  work  be  undertaken,  and  that  in  order  to  prosecute  it  economic- 
ally, the  estimated  cost,  less  $1,700  on  hand,  or  918,300,  be  appropri- 
ated in  one  amount.  This  estimate  is  submitted  by  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated  March  16, 1898. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1897,  balance  unexpended « $2,000.00 

June  30, 1898,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 300. 00 

July  1, 1898,  balance  unexpended 1,700.00 

{Amoan  t  th  at  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  vear  ending  June  30, 1900    18, 300. 00 
Submitted  in  compliance  with  requirements  of  sections  2  of  riyer  and 
harbor  acts  of  1866  and  1867  and  of  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897. 


Appropriati<m$. 
By  act  of— 

March  3, 1879 $12,000 

June  14,  1880 20,000 

August  2,  1882 7,000 

September  19,  1890 2,000 

Total ■ 41,000 

COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 

The  commerce  on  this  river  amounted  to  practically  nothinti^  ton^^^'SS^fl^^^vc^M^XA 
the  condition  of  the  inlet  at  the  mouth. 
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G  19. 

REMOVING  SUNKEN  VESSELS  OR  CRAFT  OBSTRUCTING  OR  ENDANGERING 

NAVIGATION. 

1.  Wreck  of  canal  boat  in  the  Arthur  KiUj  JfewTork  a/(ul  New  Jersey. — 
Au  unknown  canal  boat  went  adrift  in  the  Arthur  Kill  and  sank  in  the 
channel  near  Woodbridge  Creek.  The  obstruction  was  reported  Sep- 
tember 27, 1897,  and  its  removal  was  authorized  by  Department  letter 
of  October  6, 1897. 

Proposals  for  removing  the  wreck  were  invited  by  public  notice  of 
October  20,  opened  October  30, 1897,  the  award  for  removal  being  made 
to  the  lowest  bidder,  John  H.  Gregory,  of  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.,  at  a 
cost  of  1173. 

The  wreck  was  removed  and  satisfactorily  disposed  of  during  Novem- 
ber, 1897.    Nothing  of  value  was  recovered  from  it. 

2.  Wreck  of  canal  boat  Harwick  in  Newark  Bay^  New  Jersey. — ^This 
coodemoed  canal  boat  floated  off  from  the  shore  in  the  Kill  van  Kull, 
lodged  near  the  channel  opposite  Bergen  Point,  New  Jersey,  and  was 
abandoned  by  the  owner.  Notification  of  the  wreck  was  received 
December  21, 1897.  Its  removal  was  authorized  by  Departeuent  letter 
of  February  14, 1898. 

Proposals  for  its  removal  were  invited  by  public  notice  of  January  31 ; 
opened  February  10, 1898,  the  award  being  made  to  the  lowest  bidder, 
James  McSpirit  &  Sons,  of  Jersey  Oity,  N.  J.,  at  a  cost  of  $159. 

The  wreck  was  broken  up  and  removed  during  February,  1898. 
Nothing  of  value  was  recovei^  from  it. 


6   20. 

establishment  op  harbor  lines  on  the  east  shore  op  hudson 
river  in  front  of  the  city  of  yonkers,  new  york. 

Engineer  Office,  United  States  Abmt, 

New  Yorky  N.  Y.,  July  23j  1897. 

General:  I  beg  to  forward  herewith  copy  of  letter  from  the  mayor 
of  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  asking,  in  behalf  of  the  property  owners  and  the 
local  authorities,  that  a  harbor  line  be  established  extending  directly 
from  Mount  St.  Vincent,  New  York  Oity,  to  a  point  60  feet  west  of  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  Glenwood  wharf,  in  the  city  of  Yonkers. 

2.  The  accompanying  blae  print  shows  the  existing  conditions,  the 
crooked  bulkhead  line,  and  the  wharf  line  as  now  established  by  the  city 
of  Yonkers,  and  in  a  fall,  red,  straight  line  the  proposed  pier  and  bulk- 
head line  in  one,  as  desired  by  the  local  interests  and  recommended  by  me. 

Your  obedient  servant,  William  Ludlow, 

lAeut.  Cohj  Corps  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 

[First  indoTsemeiit.] 

Office  Ohief  of  Engineers,  IT.  S.  Abhy, 

July  29,  1897. 

Eespectfdlly  referred  to  the  New  York  Harbor  Line  Board  for  con- 
sideration and  report. 
The  Board  will  please  indicate  on  a  tracing  the  line  recommended  for 
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[Second  indonemeni.] 

Ksw  York  Harbor  Line  Board, 

Sew  York  Cityy  September  15, 1897. 

Bespectftilly  retorued  to  the  Ohief  of  Engineers,  inviting  attention 
to  report  of  the  New  York  Harbor  Line  Board  on  this  matter,  dated 
September  11, 1897. 

Henrt  M.  Bobert, 
OoUmelj  Carps  o/EngineerSy  President  of  the  Boards 

[Third  indonemeni.] 

Oppiob  Ohiep  op  Engineers, 

U.  S.  Armt, 
September  17^  1897. 

Bespectftilly  snbmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  mayor  of  the  city  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  having  requested  that  har- 
bor lines  be  established  at  said  place,  the  application  was  referred  to 
the  New  York  Harbor  Line  Board,  to  whose  report  (herewith),  dated 
the  11th  instant,  attention  is  respectftilly  invited. 

The  Board  recommends  the  establishment  of  a  combined  pierhead 
and  bulkhead  line,  shown  in  red  on  the  accompanying  tracing  and 
described  in  its  report  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  point  50  feet  west  of  the  northwest  corner  of  the  existing  wharf 
at  Glen  wood  Point,  in  the  oity  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  a  straight  line  shall  be  drawn  tan- 
gent, to  the  high- water  mark  on  the  natural  bank  at  Monnt  St.  Vincent,  near  the 
northern  line  of  the  city  of  New  York,  which  line  shall  be  the  pier  and  bnlkfaead 
line  in  front  of  the  city  of  Yonkers. 

I  concur  in  the  views  of  the  Board,  and  recommend  that  the  lines 
selected  be  approved  and  that  the  Secretary  place  his  approval  both 
upon  the  tracing,  which  has  been  prepared  for  his  signature,  and  upon 
this  paper. 

John  M.  Wilson, 
Brig.  Oen^y  Chief  of  Engineers, 

U.  S.  Army. 

fourth  indorMment.] 

War  Department,  September  20, 1897. 
Approved* 

B.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War. 


report  op  the  new  york  harbor  line  board. 

Harbor  Line  Board, 
New  York  City,  September  11, 1897. 

General:  In  oompllance  with  your  indorsement  of  July  29,1897, 
the  New  York  Harbor  Line  Board  has  considered  the  application  of  the 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  dated  July  19, 1897,  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  harbor  lines  in  front  of  that  city,  and  has  the  honor  to 
report  as  follows : 

As  authorized  by  your  indorsement  of  August  3, 1897,  a  public  hear- 
ing in  this  matter  was  held  in  the  Army  Building,  New  York  Oity,  on 
the  3d  instant,  due  notice  of  which  had  been  given  in  the  public  press. 

There  were  present  at  the  hearing  the  acting  mayor  of  the  city  of 
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Yonkers,  Mr.  A.  J.  Prime,  and  Mr.  L.  M.  Saanders,  a  large  property 
holder.  Mr.  Prime  made  an  argument  presenting  the  views  held  by 
the  mayor,  the  local  authorities  and  the  principal  property  owners,  and 
in  answer  to  questions  by  the  Board  stated  why  the  city  desired  the 
Government  to  establish  harbor  lines  in  front  of  Yonkers. 

After  carefully  considering  the  subject  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  combined  pier  and  bulkhead  line  recommended  by  the  mayor  of 
Yonkers  in  his  letter  of  July  19,  1897,  addressed  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ludlow,  and  recommended  by  that  officer  in  his  letter  t,o  the  Chief  of 
Engineers,  dated  July  23, 1897,  may  be  established  without  injury  to 
navigation,  and  is  therefore  recommended  for  adoption  by  the  Secretary 
of  War.    This  line  is  more  particularly  described  as  follows : 

Beginning  at  a  point  50  feet  west  of  the  northwest  corner  of  the  existing  wharf  at 
Glenwood  Point,  in  the  city  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  a  straight  line  shaH  be  drawn  tangent 
to  the  high- water  mark  on  the  natural  bank  at  Moaut  St.  Vincent,  near  the  northern 
line  of  the  city  of  New  York,  which  line  shall  be  the  pier  and  bulkhead  line  in  front 
of  the  city  of  Yonkers. 

A  tracing  is  forwarded  upon  which  is  delineated  the  line  recommended 
by  the  Board  for  adoption. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A, 


Henry  M.  Eobebt, 

Colonel  J  Corps  of  Engineers, 
G.  L.  Gillespie, 

Colonel^  Corps  of  Engineers. 
William  Ludlow, 

Lieut,  Col.  J  Corps  of  Engineersr 
O.  W.  Raymond, 

Major  J  Corps  of  Engineers. 
H.  M.  Adams, 

Major y  Corps  of  Engineers. 


letter  ov  mr.  john  g.  pebne,  mayor  of  t0nker8;  n.  t. 

Mator*8  Office,  Manor  Haix, 

Yonkers f  A.  F.,  July  19, 1897. 

Dear  Sir:  For  some  time  past  there  has  been  a  growing  necessity  for  the  estab- 
lishmeut  of  a  harbor  line  along  the  Hudson  Riverfront  at  toe  city  of  Yonkers,  which 
has  resnlted  in  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  water-front  owners  to  arge  the 
establishment  of  such  a  line,  and  I  have  been  req nested  by  the  common  council  of 
the  city  of  Yonkers  to  cooperate  with  this  committee.  The  question  of  the  location 
of  such  a  harbor  line  has  been  discussed  and  the  general  sentiment  of  the  property 
owners  and  city  authorities  is  that  it  should  be  a  straight  line,  and  it  is  now  requested 
that  such  harbor  line  shall  be  a  straight  line  extending  from  Mount  St.  Vincent 
Point,  near  the  northern  line  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  a  point  50  feet  west  of  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  present  existing  wharf  at  Qlenwood  Point,  in  the  city  of 
Yonkers,  and  I,  on  behalf  of  the  city  of  lonkers,  respectfully  ask  that  snch  line  be 
adopted  at  as  early  a  date  as  possibly 
Very  respectfully, 

Jno.  O.  Pjcbnb,  Mayor, 

Lieut.  CoL  William  Ludlow. 
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A. 

Acts  of  Congress.    ^e0  Laws. 

Absecon  Inlet,  N.  J.,  survey  of 1,158;  n,  1125 

Agate  Bay,  Minn.,  improvement  of  harbor  at i,  378 ;  iii,  2220 

Annapee  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of i,  390;  iUy2310 

Aid  to  injured  employees i,  36 

AiUa  (steamship),  removal  of  wreck  of i,  128, 1041 

Alabama  River,  Ala.,  improvement  of i,  256 ;  ii,  1405 

Alameda,  Cal.,  alteration  of  bridge  across  San  Antonio  Estuary  (Oakland 

Creek) 1,538 

Alameda  County,  Cal.,  bridge  of i,538 

Albemarleand  Chesapeake  Canal.  N.  C.,improvementof  waterway  via.  i,  198;  ii,  1230 
Albemnrle  Soand,  N.  C,  improvement  of  waterway  to  Norfolk,  Va  . ..  i,  198;  ii,  1230 

Allegheny  and  Western  Rai i way  Company,  bridge  of i,  535 

Alle^jheny  River,  N.  Y.  and  Pa. : 

Bridge  at  New  Kensington,  Pa.,  construction  of 1, 535 

Bridge  between  Pittsburg  and  Sharpsburg,  Pa.,  construction  of i,  537 

Bridge  near  Mossrove,  Pa.,  construction  of i,  535 

Construction  of  locks  and  dams i,  376;  iii,  2206 

Improvement  of 1,375;  iii,2202 

Snrvey  for  extending  slack-water  navigation 1, 378 

Survey  for  removal  of  Corydon  Dam i»377;  ill,  2211 

Jllen  (steamer),  removal  of  wreck  of i,232;  ii,  1321 

AUouez  Bay,  Wis.  (m0  Duluth  and  Superior  Harbor) i,  379 :  in,  2223 

Alloway  Creek,  N.  J.,  improvement  of i>154;  ii,  1099 

Alpena  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of i,  430 ;  iv,  2578 

Alsea  River,  Oreg. : 

Examination  of i,  501;  iv,2995 

Improvement  of i,  488:  iv,  2972 

Altamana  River, Ga., improvement  of i,22o;  ii,1306 

Alrena  (steamship),  removal  of  wreck  of i,  128, 1042 

Amite  River,  La.,  improvement  of iy271;  11^1467 

Anacostia  River,  D.  C. : 

Improvement  of,  and  reclamation  of  flats i,  192 

Survey  for  bridge  at  Washington i»541;  vi,3598 

Anclote  River,  Fla.,  survey  of i,  247 ;  ii,  1361 

Andura  Creek,  Va.  (see  Nandua  Creek) ^. i,  198 ;  n,  1229 

Anffola  (schooner),  removal  of  wreck  of .* i,  84, 932 

Anita  Rock,  San  Francisco  Harbor,  Cal.,  survey  of i,  469 ;  iv,  2923 

Anna  Maria  (schooner),  removal  of  wreck  of i,  156;  ii,  1104 

Ann,  Cape,  Mass.,  construction  of  harbor  of  refuge  at  Sandy  Bay i,  56, 853 

Apalachicola  River  and  Bay,  Fla. : 

Improvement  of  bay 1,250;  n,  1377 

Improvement  of  river,  including  the  Cut-off i,  251 ;  ii,  1381 

Appleton,  Wis.,  reconstruction  of  bridge  across  Fox  River  Canal  by  city  of.       i,  533 

Appomattox  River,  Va.,  improvement  of 1, 196,   ii,  1227 

Appoquinimink  River,  Del.,  improvement  of 1, 161 ;  ii,  1149 

Appropriations  for  rivers  and  harbors,  compilation  of i,  35 

Aqueduct  Bridge,  Potomac  River,  at  Washington,  D.  C,  repair  of i,  539;  vi,  3571 

Aquia  Creek,  Va.,  improvement  of i,  182;  ii,  1193 

Aransas  Pass,  Tex.,  examination  of  improvements  of  Aransas  Pass  Harbor 

Company i,  289;  n,  1527 

Aransas  Pass  Harbor  Company,  examination  of  improvements  of i,  289;  ii,  1527 

Arch  Rock,  San  Francisco  Harbor,  Cal.,  survey  of i^ 469 \  w  ^QPa^ 
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Arkansas  River,  Ark.  and  Eans. : 

Ganging  («ee  Mississippi  River) i,  301;  ii,  1643 

Improyenient  of 1,302;  ii,  1649 

Removal  of  obstructions i,  302;  ii,  1647 

Survey  of,  at  Dardanelle,  Ark i,  308 ;  ii,  1676 

Arlington  estate,  Va.,  survey  for  memorial  bridge  across  Potomac  River 

at 1,540;  vi,  3573 

Armament,  seacoast.    See  Fortifications. 

Armingionj  Walker  (schooner),  removal  of  wreck  of i,  201 ;  ii,  1235 

Arthur  Kill,  N.  Y.  and  N.  J. : 

Improvement  of  {see  Staten  Island— New  Jersey  channel) i,  136,  lOGO 

Removal  of  wreck  in 1. 144,  1072 

Arthur  Lake,  La.  {see  Mermentau  River) /,  275:  ii,  1478 

Ashland  Harbor.  Wis.,  improvement  of i,  380;  iii,  2240 

Ashtabula  Harbor,  Ohio. : 

Improvement  of i,450;  iv,26T9 

Water  levels i,551;  vi,  3779 

Asia  (schooner),  removal  of  wreck  of i,  84, 932 

Assawaman  Bay,  Del.,  improvement  of  waterway  via i,  166;  ii,  1156 

AssistJince  to  injured  employees i,  36 

Astoria,  Oreg.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Youngs  Bay  at i.  537 

Atchafalaya  River,  La.,  rectification  of  mouth  by  Mississippi  River  Com> 

mission 1, 528 ;  v,  3137 

Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  snrvey  of  Absecon  Inlet i,  158;  ii,  1125 

Atlantic  Coast  Line,  bridge  of i,  536 

Augusta,  Ga. : 

Improvement  of  Savannah  River  above i,  224 ;  ii,  1301 

Imi)rovement  of  Savannah  River  below i»223;  ii,  1299 

Aux  Bees  Sciee  Lake,  Mich,  {see  Frankfort  Harbor) i, 421 ;  iv,  2529 

B. 

Back  Cove,  Portland,  Me.  («e0  Portland  Harbor)... 1,47,832 

Back  River,  Me.  {see  Sasanoa  River) 1,46,830 

Bad  River,  Mich.,  survey  of i,439;  iv,  2600 

Bagaduce  River,  Me. : 

Improvement  of 1,40,821 

Survey  of i,  53,  842 

Ball  Club  River,  Minn.,  construction  of  bridge  across i,  535 

Baltimore  Harbor,  Md. : 

Defenses  of 1.13,21,658 

Improvement  at  Spring  Garden i,177;  ii,1181 

Improvement  of  channel  to i,  175;  ii,  1175 

Improvement  of  channel  to  Curtis  Bay i)I76;  ii,  1180 

Removal  of  wrecks  in i>177;  ii,  1181 

Bar  Harbor,  Me. : 

Construction  of  breakwater i,  38,817 

Defenses  of , I,  8, 15,591 

Barlows  River,  Mass.,  construction  of  bridge  across 1,535 

Barren  River,  Ky.,  operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams i,  354 ;  iii,  1993 

Bartholomew  Bayou,  La.  and  Ark. : 

Construction  of  bridge  across i,  531 

Improvement  of i7  294;  ii,  1613 

Bass  River  Light  Station,  Mass.,  removal  of  wrecks  near if  ^^  932 

Bath  (West),  Me.,  construction  of  bridge  across  New  Meadows  River  at i,  535 

Battalion  of  Engineers 1,6,7,32,569 

Batteries : 

Dynamite i,  11 

Gun  and  mortar i,8 

Bay  Ridge  Channel,  New  York  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of,  including  tri- 
angular area  to  Red  Hook  Channel i,  121, 1016 

Beachridge,  111.,  prevention  of  Mississippi  River  from  breaking  into  Cache 

River  near i,  313;  iii,  1732 

Beaufort  Harbor,  N.  C. : 

Defenses  of 1, 24, 693 

Improvement  of 1,206;  n,  1247 

Improvement  of  waterway  to  Newborn i, 206;  n,  1246 

Improvement  of  waterway  to  New  River ij207;  ii,  1249 

Beaufort  River  and  Harbor,  S.  C. : 

Improvement  of  Bfta\iioT\"?LVN«t iy^220;  ii,  1288 

Improvement  of  cliann^JV  to  ^a.\'Mfli«Jki,^^.  Vi4w%w\i.\ix\».\v  Harbor) .  i,  221 ;  ii,  1291 
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Beeohridge,  111.,  prevention  of  Miaaissippi  River  from  breaking  into  Cache 

River  near 1.313;  in,  1732 

Bellaire,  Ohio^  construction  of  bridge  across  Ohio  River  to  Ben  wood,  W.  Va.      i,  531 

Bellaire-Ben wood  Bridge  Company,  bridge  of i,  531 

Belle  River,  Mich.,  improvement  of i,  435 ;  iv,  2589 

Benton  Harbor  Canal,  Mich,  (see  St.  Joseph  Harbor) i,  410 ;  iv,  2494 

Ben  wood,  W.  Va.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Ohio  River  to  Bellaire,  Ohio.       i,  531 

Bergen  County,  N.  J.,  bridge  of i,  534 

Bergen  Point,  N.  J.,  removal  of  wreck  in  Newark  Bay  opposite i,  144, 1072 

Big  Assawaman  Bay,  Del.,  improvement  of  waterway  via i,  166;  ii,  1156 

Big  Elk  River,  Oreg.,  examination  of i,501;  iv,2997 

Big  Hatchee  River,  Tenn.,  construction  of  bridge  across i,  536 

Big  Sandy  River,  W.  Va.  and  Ky. : 

Improvement  of i,  369;  in,  2143 

Improvement  of  Levisa  Fork .* i»371;  iii,  2155 

Improvement  of  Tug  Fork i,  371;  in,  2152 

Operating  and  care  of  lock  and  dam i,  370 ;  in,  2150 

Plans  and  estimates  for  looks  and  dams  on  main  stream  and  forks .  i,  373 ;  ni,  2159 

Big  Stone  Lake,  Minn.,  survey  for  reservoir i,  322 ;  in,  1834 

Bifl^  Sunflower  River,  Miss. ,  improvement  of i,  300 ;  n,  1639 

Bills  of  Congress  authorizing  construction  of  bridges,  examination  of i,  35 

Black  Creek,  Fla.,  construction  of  bridge  across i,  536 

Black  Lake,  Mich.,  improvement  of  Holland  Harbor i,  414 ;  i v,  2506 

Black  River,  Ark.  and  Mo.,  improvement  of i,  305 ;  ii,  1669 

Black  River,  La.,  improvement  of i,  293;  n,  1594 

Black  River,  Mich. : 

Bridge  at  Port  Huron,  construction  of i,  533 

Improvement  at  Port  Huron '. i,  433;  iv,  2586 

Improvement  of  mouth i,  433;  iv,  2585 

Black  River,  N.  C,  improvement  of i,  208;  n,  1251 

Black  River,  Ohio: 

Improvement  at  Lorain i,  446;  iv,  2658 

Survey  at  Lorain 1,454;  iv,2717 

Black  River,  Wash,  {see  Dnwamish  River; i,  52o ;  iv,  3103 

Black  Warrior  River,  Ala. : 

Canal  to  Five-mile  Creek,  survey  for i,  269;  ii,  1446 

Improvement  below  Tuscaloosa i,  261 ;  ii,  1434 

Improvement  between  Tuscaloosa  and  Daniels  Creek i,  260 ;  n,  1430 

Operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams ^ ir^^y  ^h  ^^31 

Block  Island,  R.  I. : 

Construction  of  harbor  of  refuge 1,82,926 

Improvement  of  Great  Salt  Pond 1,83,929 

Block  Island  Sound,  R.  I.,  removal  of  wreck  off  Qnonocon taug i,  84, 931 

Blood  River,  La.  (fee  Tiokfaw  River) i,270;  ii,1465 

Blossom  Rook,  San  (^ancisco  Harbor,  Cal.,  survey  of i,  469 ;  iv,  2923 

Board  of  Engineers,  The i,  5, 557 

Board  on  Fortifications  and  other  Defenses i,  8 

BoBuf  River,  La.,  improvement  of i,  294;  n,  1614 

Bogue  Chi tto.  La.,  improvement  of i,  268;  n,  1445 

Bogue  Falia,  La.,  improvement  of i,  270;  n,  1464 

Bogue  Sound,  N.  C,  improvement  of  waterway  via i,  207 ;  ii,  1249 

Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  Corporation,  bridges  of i,  535 

Boston  Harbor,  Mass. : 

Construction  of  city  brid^  across  Fort  Point  Channel i,  533 

Construction  of  railroad  bridges  across  Fort  Point  Channel i,  535 

Defenses  of 1,13,16,592 

Improvement  of 1,61,864 

Survey  of 1,70,886 

Bourne,  Mass.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Barlows  River  by  town  of i,  535 

Brazos  River,  Tex.,  improvement  of i»287;  n,  1511 

Breach  Inlet,  Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C,  construction  of  bridge  across i,  536 

Breakwaters,  occupancy  or  injury  of i,  35, 538 

Breaux  Bridge,  St.  MartinviUe,  La.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Bayou 

Teche  at i,536 

Bridge  Creek  Landing,  Va.,  damage  to  wharf  at i,  546 ;  Yi,  3738 

Bridgeport  Harbor,  Conn. : 

Construction  of  city  bridge  across  Yellow  Mill  Pond i,  533 

Defenses  of 1,8,18,615 

Improvement  of 1,99,961 

Bridges : 

Alteration  of i,^^^^ 

Construction  of V*^C^^*^ 
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Bridges — Continned. 

Examination  of  CongreBsional  bills  authorizing  constraction  of i,  35 

Examination  of  plans  and  locations i,  35,  531, 532 

Obstructing  navigation i,  35, 538 

Broad  Creek,  Del.  {see  Broad  Creek  River) i,  170;  ii,  1164 

Broad  Creek  Kiver,DeL,  improvement  of i>  170;  ii,  1164 

Broadkiln  River,  Del.,  improvement  of i,  166;  n,  1156 

Broad  Sound,  Boston  Harbor,  Mass. : 

Improvement  of .' i,  61.  S&l 

Survey  of  channel  through i,  70, 886 

Bronx  River,  N.  Y. : 

Construction  of  bridges  across i,534 

Improvement  of i,  114,999 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.    See  Nev  York  Harbor. 

Browns  Creek,  Say ville,N.  Y.,  improvement  of 1,119.1012 

Brownsville,  Tenn.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Big  Hatchee  River  near . ..      i,  536 

Brunswick,  Me.,  construction  of  bridge  across  New  Meadows  River  at 1,535 

Brunswick  Harbor,  Ga. : 

Defenses  of 1,8,26,712 

Improvement  of i,229;  ii,  1313 

Removal  of  wreck  in h^^t  ii,  1321 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. : 

Improvement  of  channels  in  connecting  waters  of  Great  Lakes  between 

Duluth,  Chicago,  and i,  424 ;  iv,  2548 

Improvement  of  harbor  at i,  458 ;  iv,  2756 

Buffalo  Bayou,  Tex. : 

Examination  and  survey  for  waterway  via i,  288 ;  ii,  1515 

Improvement  of i,  286;  ii,  1510 

Burlington  Harbor,  Vt.,  improvement  of 1,1^,1043 

Butler  County,  Ky.,  bridge  of 1,533 

Buttermilk  Channel,  New  York  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of i,  121, 1016 

Butters  Lumber  Company,  bridge  of 1^.^36 

Byram  River,  N.  Y.  (see  Port  Chester  Harbor) 1,112,993 

C. 

Cabell  County,  \V.  Va.,  bridge  of i,  533 

Cache  River,  Ark.  («c«  White  River) i,304;  ii,  1665 

Cache  River,  111.,  prevention  of  Mississippi  River  from  breaking  into,  i,  313;  iii,  1732 
Cairo,  111.,  prevention  of  Mississippi  River  from  breaking  into  Cache  River 

above i,313;  in,  1732 

Calcasieu  River^  La.,  improvement  of  mouth  and  passes i,  276 ;  ii,  1480 

California  D^Sbris  Commission i,  530;  vi,3549 

California,  Department  of,  reconnaissances  and  explorations  in 'i,  552 ;  vi,  3783 

Caloosahatchee  River,  Fla.,  improvement  of i,  239 :  ii,  1334 

Calumet  Plantation,  La.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Bayou  Toctu  at i,  535 

Calumet  River  and  Harbor,  111.  and  Ind. : 

Improvement  of  harbor i,402;  iv,2425 

Improvement  of  river i,403;  iv,2430 

Camden,  N.  J. : 

Bridge  across  Cooper  Creek,  construction  of i,  536 

Defenses  of  Delaware  River 1,20,637 

Improvement  of  Cooper  Creek  at h^^^i  "» 1100 

Improvement  of  Delaware  River  at i>l*7;  ii,  1085 

Survey  of  Delaware  River  at  and  below  Philadelphia i,  156 ;  ii,  1105 

Camden  County,  N.  J.,  bridge  of 1,536 

Canals,  etc. : 

See  also  Waterways. 

Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal,  N.  C,  improvement  of  waterway 

via 1,198;  ii,  1230 

Allegheny  River,  Pa.,  construction  of  locks  and  dams i,  376 ;  in,  2206 

Allegheny  River,  Pa.,  survey  for  extending  slack-water  navigation i,  378 

Allegheny  River,  Pa.,  survey  for  removal  of  dam  near  Cory  don  . .  i,  377 ;  in,  2211 

Barren  River,  Ky.,  operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams i,  354 ;  iii,  1993 

Benton  Harbor  Canal,  Mich,  (see  St.  Josr'ph  Harbor) i,  410 ;  iv,  2494 

Big  Sandy  River,  W.  Va.  and  Ky.,  including  forks,  plans  and  estimates 

for  locks  and  dams i,  373 ;  in,  2159 

Big  Sandy  River,  W.  Va.  and  Ky.,  operating  and  care  of  lock  and 
dam 1,370;  in,215C 
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Canals,  etc. — Continued. 

Black  Warrior  River,  Ala.,  operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams,  i,  261 ;  it,  1431 

Black  Warrior  River  to  Five-mile  Creek,  Ala.,  survey 1, 269 ;  ii,  1446 

Cascades  Canal,  Columbia  River,  Oreg.,  construction  of i,  496 ;  i v,  2981 

Cascades  Canal,  Columbia  River,  Oreg.,  operating  and  care i,  498 ;  i v,  2983 

Clubfoot  and  Harlowe  Canal,  N.  C.,  improvement  of  waterway  via.  i,  206 ;  ii,  1246 

Columbia  River,  Oreg.,  construction  of  Cascades  Canal i,  496 ;  iv,  2981 

Columbia  River,  Oreg.,  operating  and  care  of  Cascades  Canal  .. .  i,  498;  iv,  2983 
Conewango  Creek,  N.  Y.  and  Pa.,  survey  for  removal  of  dams  in. .  i,  377 ;  iii,  2211 
Coosa  River,  6a.  and  Ala.,  operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams. .  i,  259;  ii,  1422 

Davis  Island  Dam,  Ohio  River,  operating  and  care i,  358 ;  in,  2077 

Des  Moinea  Rapids  Canal  and  Dry  Dock,  Mississippi  River,  operating  and 

care i,316;  ni,17J»4 

Erie  Canal,  N.  T.,  preservation  of  bench  marks i,  551 ;  vi,  3778 

Five-mile  Creek  to  Black  Warrior  River,  Ala.,  survey i,  269;  ii,  1446 

Fox  River,  Wis.,  operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams i,  399 ;  in,  2395 

Fox  River,  Wis.,  reconstruction  of  bridge  across  canal  at  Appleton i,  533 

Galena  River,  111.,  operating  and  care  of  lock  and  dam i,  316 ;  in,  1802 

Grand  Rapids,  Wabash  River,  operating  and  care  of  lock  and  dam  i,  351;  in,  1983 
Great  Kanawha  River,  W.  Ya.,  construction  of  locks  and  dams. . .  i,  363;  in,  2118 
Great  Kanawha  River,  W.Va.,  operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams  i,  365 ;  iii,  2129 

Green  River,  Ky .,  construction  of  Lock  No.  5 i,  353 ;  in,  1985 

Green  River,  Ky.,  operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams i,  354 ;  in,  1993 

Green  River,  Ky.,  reconstruction  of  Lock  No.  2,  at  Rumsey i,  352 ;  in,  1985 

Illinois  and  Mississippi  Canal,  111.,  construction  of i,  406 ;  iv,  2447 

Illinois  and  Mississippi  Canal,  111.^  operating  and  care  of,  around  Rock 

River  Rapids i,408;  iv,2486 

Illinois  River,  111.,  operating  and  cure  of  locks  and  dams i,  406 ;  iv,  2442 

Kampsville  Lock  and  Dam,  Illinois  River,  111.,  operating  and  care  i,  406;  iv,  2442 

Kentucky  River,  Ky.,  operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams i,  356 ;  in,  2024 

Keweenaw  Point,  Mich.,  improvement  and  operating  and  care  of  water- 
way across 1,382,383;  ni,2244 

Lagrange  Lock  and  Dam,  Illinois  River,  111.,  operating  and  care.,  i,  406;  iv,  2442 

L'Anguille  River,  Ark.,  survey  for  locks  and  dams .  i.  308 ;  ii,  1678 

Levisa  Fork,  Big  Sandy  River,  Ky.,  plan  and  estimates  for  looks  and 

dams 1,373;  in,  2159 

Little   Kanawha    River,   W.   Ya.,   operating   and   care    of  lock   and 

dam 1,363;  in, 2115 

Louisa  (Levisa)  Fork,  Big  Sandy  River,  Ky.,  plan  and  estimates  for  locks 

and  dams i,  373;  in,  2159 

Louisville  and  Portland  Canal,  Ky.,  operating  and  care i,  349 ;  in,  1957 

Louisville  and  Portland  Canal,  Ky.,  reconstruction  of  bridge  acros.s i,  531 

Michigan  Lake  to  Sturgeon  Bay,  Wis.,  construction  of  harbor  of  refuge 

at  eastern  entrance i,  389;  in,  2308 

Michigan  Lake  to  Sturgeon  Bay,  Wis.,  improvement  of i,  388 ;  in,  2297 

Michigan  Lake  to  Sturgeon  Bay,  Wis.,  operating  and  care i,  389 ;  in,  2303 

Mississippi  River,  construction  of  Lock  and  Dam  No.  2,  between  St.  Paul 

and  Minneapolis i,  316;  iii,  1809 

Mississippi  River,  operating  and  care  of  Des  Moines  Rapids  Canal  and 

Dry  Dock i,316;  iii,  1794 

Monongahela  River,  construction  of  locks  and  dams i,  373 ;  in,  2173 

Monongahela  River,  operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams i,  374 ;  in,  2182 

Morgan  Canal,  Tex.,  improvement  of  (see  Galveston  Bay) i,  283 ;  ii,  1505 

Morgan  Canal, Tex.,  operating  and  care i«284;  ii,  1507 

Mu«cle  Shoals  Canal,  Tennessee  River,  Ala.,  operating  and  care.,  i,  344;  in,  1925 

Muskingum  River,  operating  and  care  of  locks  and  &ms i,  361 ;  in,  2095 

Ohio  River,  construction  of  Dams  Nos.  2, 3, 4, 5,  and  6 i,  359 ;  in,  2080 

Ohio  River,  operating  and  care  of  Davis  Island  Dam i,  358 ;  in,  2077 

Ohio  River,  operating  and  care  of  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal . .  i,  349 ;  in,  1957 
Ohio  River,  reconstruction  of  bridge  across  Louisville  and  Portland 

Canal i,531 

Ohio  River,  survey  between  Marietta  and  Pittsburg  for  dams  .. .  i,  372;  in,  2157 

Ouachita  River,  Ark.  and  La.,  survey  for  locks  and  dams i,  302 

Portage   Lake  and    Lake  Superior  canals,   Mich.,   improvement  and 

operating  and  care  of 1,382,383;  in,  2244 

Puget  Sound  to  lakes  Union  and  Washington,  improvement  of  water- 
way   1,516;  IV,  3072 

Rock  River,  111.,  operating  and  care  of  canal  around  rapids  of. . .  i,  408 ;  iv,  2486 

Rough  River,  Ky.,  operating  and  care  of  lock  and  dam i,  355 ;  in,  2010 

fit.  Clair  Flats  Canal,  Mich.,  improvement  of i,  435 ;  i v,  2591 
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CanalH,  etc.— Con  tinned. 

St.  Clair  Flats  Canal,  Mich.,  operating  and  caro i,  436 ;  i v,  2592 

"78 

;i 

Salmon 'Bay,  Wash.,  improvement  of  waterway  via i,  516 ;  iv,  3(/72 

Sturgeon  Bay  and  Lake  Michigan  Canal,  Wis.,  construction  of  harbor 

of  refuge  at  eastern  entrance i,  389 ;  ui,  2308 

Sturgeon  Bay  and  Lake  Michigan  Canal,  Wis.,  improvement  of.  i,  388;  ui,  2297 
Sturgeon  Bay  and  Lake  Michigan  Canal,  Wis.,  operating  and  care,  i,  389 ;  lu,  2303 
Superior  Lake  and  Portage  Lake  canals,  Mioh.,  improvement  and  oper- 
ating and  care  of 1,382,383;  iii,2244 

Tennessee  River,  operating  and  care  of  Mnsole  Shoals  Canal,  Ala.  i,  344;  in,  1925 
Tng  Fork,  Big  Sandy  River,  W.  Va.  and  Ky.,  plan  and  estimates  for 

locks  and  dams i,373;  ui,  2159 

Union  Lake^  Wash.,  improvement  of  waterway  via 4^1-6:  iv,  3072 

Wabash    River,    operating    and   care   of    Grand    Rapids    Lock    ana 

Dam 1,351;  ui,  1983 

Warrior  River,  Ala.,  operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams  above  Tus- 
caloosa   1,261;  11,1431 

Warrior  River  to  Five-mile  Creek,  Ala.,  survey i,  269 ;  ii,  1446 

Washington  Lake  to  Pnget  Sound,  improvement  of  waterway.. .  i,  516;  iv,  3072 

Canapitsit  Channel,  Mass.,  improvement  of 1,74,908 

Canarsie  Bay,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 1,120,1014 

Cape  Ann,  Mass.,  construction  of  harbor  of  refuge  at  Sandy  Bay i.  56, 853 

Cape  Charles  City,  Va.,  improvement  of  harbor  at i,  197 ;  ii,  1229 

Cai)e  Cod,  Mass.,  removal  of  wreck  off,  near  Orleans i>69, 883 

Cape  Fear  River,  N.  C. : 

Bridge  across  North  East  Branch  at  Hilton,  reconstruction  of i,  537 

Bridge  at  Navassa,  reconstruction  of i,  537 

Defenses  of i,  24. 693 

Improvement  above  Wilmington 1.210;  ii.  1253 

Improvement  at  and  below  Wilmington i,  210 ;  ii,  1255 

Improvement  of  North  East  Branch i,  209;  it,  1252 

Cape  Henry  Light,  Va.,  removal  of  wreck  off ij201;  ii,  1235 

Cape  Lookout,  Oreg.,  examination  of  harbor  at i,  502 ;  i v,  3001 

Cape  Vincent  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of i, 466;  iv,  2809 

Carrabelle  Bar  and  Harbor,  Fla.,  improvement  of i,  249 ;  ii,  1375 

Carriages,  gun  and  mortar i,9 

Carvers  Harbor,  Vinalhaven,  Me.,  improvement  of i,  44, 826 

Cascades  Canal,  Columbia  River,  Oreg. : 

Construction  of I,4r6;  iv,  2981 

Operating  and  care i,  498;  iv,  2983 

Casemates i,  13 

Centennial  Lake,  Miss,  (am  Yazoo  River) i,  297;  ii,  1625 

Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  bridge  of 1,537 

Cham  plain  Lake,  N.  Y.  and  Vt. : 

Defenses  of i,  29, 774 

Improvement  of  Burlington  Harbor,  Vt i,  li9, 1043 

Improvement  of  channel  between  North  and  South  Hero  islands i,  128 

Improvement  of  Narrows  of 1, 130, 1046 

Charles  River,  Mass.  (see  Boston  Harbor) i,  61, 864 

Charleston  and  Seashore  Railroad  Company,  bridges  of i,  536 

Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C. : 

Bridge  across  Breach  Inlet,  construction  of i,536 

Bridge  between  Moudt  Pleasant  and  Sullivan  Island,  construction  of i,  536 

Defenses  of 1,24,697 

Improvement  of i,  219;  ii,  1283 

Charlevoix  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of i,  422 ;  i v,  2532 

Charlotte  Harbor,  Fla.,  Improvement  of i>240;  ii,  1335 

Charlotte  Harbor,  N.  Y. : 

Improvement  of i,  463;  iv,  2799 

Water  levels i,  551;  vi,3779 

Charts : 

Estimates  for  publication  of  military  and  other  maps i,  552 

Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes i>547;  v^,  3745 

Chatham  Harbor,  Mass. : 

Improvement  of ^ 1,69,882 

Removal  of  wreck  in 1,69,883 
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Chattahoochee  River,  Ga.  and  Ala. : 

Improvement  below  Colambna,  Ga h^^f  ^h  1387 

Improvement  between  Westpoint  and  Franklin,  Ga i,  253 ;  ii,  1393 

Cheboygan  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of i,  429 ;  iv,  2576 

Chefuncte  River,  La.,  improvement  of i,270;  ii,  1464 

Chebalis  River,  Wash.,  improvement  of i»514;  iv,3064 

Chelsea  Creek,  Mass.  (see  Boston  Harbor) i,  61, 864 

Cheqnamegon  Bay,  Wis.  (m«  Ashland  Harbor; i,  380 ;  iii,  2240 

Chesapeake  Bay,  Md.  and  Ya. : 

Defenses  of  Hampton  Roads,  Ya 1,23,679 

Improvement  of  harbor  at  Cape  Charles  City,  Ya i,  197 ;  ii,  1229 

Improvement  of  Rockhall  Harbor,  Md i,  174 ;  ii,  1171 

Improvementof  waterway  from  Norfolk  Harbor  to  Albemarle  Sound  i,  198;  ii,  1230 

Wreck  near  Thimble  Shoal  Li>{ht,  removal  of i,  201 ;  ii,  1235 

Wreck  near  Solomons  Lump  Lisht,  removal  of i,  175 ;  ii,  1172 

Chester  River,  Md.,  improvement  of. i,  167;  ii,  1159 

Chicago,  Burlington  and  Qtiincy  Railroad  Company,  bridge  of r,  533 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Railway  Company,  bridge  of i,  532 

Chicago  Kiver  and  Harbor,  111. : 

Bridge  across  Little  Calumet  River  near,  reconstruction  of. i,  536 

Bridge  by  city  across  South  Fork  of  South  Branch,  construction  of i,  5.^ 

Improvement  of  Calumet  (South  Chicago)  Harbor i,  402 ;  iv,  2425 

Improvement  of  channels  in  connecting  waters  of  Great  Lakes  to  Dulnth 

and  Buffalo i,424;  iv,2548 

Improvementof  harbor i,400;  iv, 2415 

Improvement  of  river i,  401 ;  iv,  2421 

Chickasahay  River,  Miss.,  improvement  of i,  265 ;  ii,  1442 

Chief  of  Engineers,  oflQcers  on  duty  in  office  of i,553 

Chincotea^ne  Bay,  Ya.,  improvement  of  waterway  to  Delaware  Bay.,  i,  166;  ii,  1156 
Chipola  River,  Fla. : 

Examination  from  Marianna  to  Apalachlcola  River i,  259 ;  ii,  1423 

Improvementof i»251;  n,  1381 

Chippewa  River,  Wis.,  improvement  of i,  319;  iii,  1821 

Chitto,  Bogue,  La.,  improvement  of i,  268;  ii,  1445 

Chocolate  Bayou,  Tex.,  construction  of  bridge  across i,  534 

Chootawhatciiee  River,  Fla.  and  Ala. : 

Construction  of  bridges  across i,  532 

Improvement  of I,  254 ;  ii,  1394 

Choptank  River,  Md.,  improvement  of i,  168 ;  ii,  1160 

Christiana  River,  Del. : 

Improvement  of  (see  Wilmington  Harbor) 1, 159 ;  ii,  1145 

Removal  of  wreck  in i,  175;  ii,  1172 

City  Island,  New  York  Harbor,  N.  T.,  reconstruction  of  bridge  to  Pelham  Bay 

Park 1,533 

Clarks  Cove,  Conn.,  construction  of  bridge  across i,  536 

Clarksville,  Tenn.,  construction  of  cribs  in  bridge  across  Cumberland  River  at.       i,  536 

Clutskanie  River, Oreg., survey  of i,510;  iv,3049 

Clatsop  County,  Oreg.,  bridge  of i,  537 

Clearwater  River,  Idaho,  improvement  of 1, 500;  iv,  2989 

Cleveland  Harbor,  Ohio : 

Improvement i,447;  iv,2661 

Survey  of  breakwater i,  455 ;  iv,  2724 

Water  levels i,551;  vi,3779 

Clinch,  Kort,  Fla.,  defenses  at 1,8,26,713 

Clinch  River,  Tenn.,  improvement  of i,  346;  in,  1943 

Clinton  River,  Mich.,  improvement  of i,  436 ;  iv,  2595 

Clubfoot  and  Harlowe  Canal,  N.  C,  improvement  of  waterway  via i,  206 ;  ii,  1246 

Clubfoot  River,  N.  C,  improvement  of  waterway  via  i,  206 ;  ii,  1246 

Coanjock  Bay,  N.  C,  improvement  of  waterway  via i,  198 ;  ii,  1230 

Cocheco  River,  N.  H.,  improvement  of i,  50, 835 

Cod,  Cape,  Mass.,  removal  of  wreck  off,  near  Orleans i,  69, 883 

Colorado,  examination  of  reservoir  sites  in i,  469 ;  iv,  2815, 2917 

Columbia  and  Red  Mountain  Railway  Company,  bridge  of. i,  531 

Columbia,  Department  of  the,  reconnaissances  and  explorations  in. . .  i,  552 ;  vi,  3784 
Columbia  River,  Oreg.  and  Wash. : 

Boat  railway  from  The  Dalles  Rapids  to  Celilo  Falls,  construction 

of 1,495;  IV, 2979 

Bridge  at  Northport,  Wash.,  construction  of i,  531 

Cascades  Canal,  construction  of i,  496;  iv,  2981 

Cascades  Canal,  operating  and  care 1,498;  iv,  2983 
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Celilo.  Oreg.,  iiuprovenient  above i,  493;  iv,  2977 

Gunfring 1,309;  iv.3(M2 

Moutb  of,  defenaea  at i,  31, 797 

Mouth  of.  jmprovenicut  at i,507;  iv.  SOW 

Portland,  Orog..  imiirovement  below 1,505;  iv,  3031 

Three-mile  KniiidH.  improvement  at 1,4*5;  iv,  2!t79 

Toi)|;ut)  PotDt, Ureg., improvement  ImIow i,50T;  iv, 3039 

VancAUver.Wodh.,  to  month  of  the  Willamette,  improvement  from  1,409;  iv,  29H7 

Compilation  of  examinations,  surveys,  projects,  anil  appropriations I,  35 

ComptonCreek,  N.J. ,  improvement  of 1,141,1068 

Concord,  Wash,,  construction  of  bridge  across  Snake  Biver  to  Iceni^ton, 

Idaho 1,533 

Conecuh  River,  Ala.,  improvement  of i,255;  ri,  1403 

CoDenango  Creek,  N.  Y.  and  Pn.,  survev  for  removal  of  dams  and  theWater- 

boro  Rapids i,3TJ;  iii,22U 

Congaree  River,  8.  C,  improvement  of 1,218;  II,  1280 

Conneant  Harbor,  Ohio: 

Improvement  of li^Sl;  IV,  2683 

Water  levels 1,551;  VI,  3779 

Connecticut,  defenses  of  coast  of i,  IS,  612 

Conueoticnt  River,  Mass.  and  Codd.  : 

Improvement  Wow  Hartford 1,91,949 

*     Survey  bet;«oen  Hartford  and  Holyoke 1,111,976 

Contentnia  Creek,  N.C.,  improvement  of 1,304;  ii,  124a 

Contingencies  of  rivers  and  harbors,  estimate  for -•  •-. i,  527 

Continning  eon  tracts i,  33 

Allisghenv  Kiver.  Pa.,  locks  and  dams 1,376;  III, 2206 

Boston  tlarbor.  Mass I,  61,  S64 

Buffalo  Harbor,  N.  Y 1,458;  iv,2756 

Chioogo  River,  111 i,401;  iv,242I 

Chrifltiana  River,  Del 1,159;  11,1145 

Cleveland  Harlrar,  Ohio 1,447;  iv,2fi6l 

Columbia  River,  Ore<;.,CtuicLuIe8  Caniil i,4!Hi;  IV,  2981 

Cumberland  River  above  Nasb villa.  Ten n i,336;  in,  1878 

Cumbei'laud  Sound,  Gu.  and  Fla 1,232;  11,1323 

Delaware  Bay,  Del.,  harbor  of  refuge 1,152;  ii,1096 

Delaw.iro  River  at  Philadelphia.  Pa.,  and  Camden.  N.J i,  147;  ii,  1085 

Duluth  Harbor,  Minn 1,379;  in, 2223 

Dunkirk  Harbor,  N.Y 1,456;  iv,2748 

Falls  of  Ohio  River  at  Louisville,  Ky i,347;  iii,  1951 

Galveston  Harbor,  Tes i,282;  ii,  1491 

Grays  Harbor  and  bar  entrance,  Wash 1,512;  iv,  3(69 

Great  Lakes,  channels  in  conuectiug  vraters  of 1,424;  IV,  2548 

Hudson  River,  N.Y 1, 131, 1047 

Humboldt  Harbor  and  Bay,  Cal i,477;  Jv,294« 

Illinois  and  MiMissippi  Can;il.  Ill i,406;  iv,  2*47 

Indiana  Chut«,  falls  of  Ohio  River 1,347;  in,  1951 

Kentucky  River,  liy 1,355;  Ul,2013 

Keweenaw  Bay  to  Lake  Superior,  MiDh.,  waterway  from i,  382;  in,  2244 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  harbor  of  refuge i,  393;  in.  2324 

Mississippi  River,  between  Missonri  Kiver  and  St.  Paul,  Minn i,  3U ;  in,  1743 

Mississippi  Kiver,  between  Ohio  and  Missouri  rivers i,  310;  tii,  lfi98 

Mississippi  River,  between  Ohio  River  and  Head  of  P.iaws  .- 1.528;  v,  3137 

MiHsissippi  River,  Vicksburg  Harbor,  Miss .-,  1.297;  ii,  1625 

Missouri  River,  below  Sioux  City,  Iowa I..129;  vi,  3459 

MonoDgahela  River.  W.  Va.  and  Pa 1,373;  in,  2173 

Narragansett  Bay,  R.I 1,77,915 

Newtown  Creek,  N.Y 1,123,1022 

New  York  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  Bay  Ridge,  Red  Hook,  and  Buttermilk  chan- 
nels   1,121.1016 

New  York  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  Newtown  Creek 1,123,1022 

Northern  ond  Northwestern  Lakes,  channels  connecting 1.424;  iv,  2548 

Oakland  Harbor,  Cal 1.473;  iv,  2935 

OhioBiver,  DamsNos.  2, 3,4,5,  and6 i,  3."i9;  ni,  2080 

Ohio  River,  falls  of,  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  including  Indiana  Chute  .  i,  347;  in,  1951 

PlaqucmineBayon,  La 1,272;  n,  1471 

Point  Judith,  R.  I.,  harbor  of  refiign 1,80.933 

Portland  Harbor,  Me.,  including  Back  Cove 1,47,832 

FroTidence  Rivei,  R.I 1,77,915 
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Continuing  contrartSf  etc. — Continneil. 

Rockland  Harbor,  Me 1,42,823 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  harbor  at 1.278;  11.1482 

San  Pedro  Bav,  Cal 1,470;  iv,2929 

Savannah  Harbor,  Ga i,221;  ii,  1291 

Superior  Harbor,  Wis i,  37i»;  iii,  2223 

Superior  Lake  to  Keweenaw  Bay,  Mich.,  waterway  from i,  oS2 ;  iii,  2244 

Vicksburg  Harbor,  Miss 1,297;  11.1625 

Willamette  River  above  Portland,  Oreg i,  504 ;  iv,  3025 

Wilmington  Harbor,  Del i,  159;  ii,  1145 

WinvahBay,  S.C i,2I4;  ii,  1272 

Yamhill  River,  Oreg 1,504;  iv,3025 

Yaquina  Bay,  Oreg 1,489;  iv,2972 

Yazoo  River,  Miss.,  mouth  of i,  297;  ii,  1625 

Contracts,  continuing.    See  Continuing  contracts. 
Cooper  Creek,  N.  J. : 

Bridge  at  Camden,  construction  of i,  536 

Improvement  of i,  154 ;  ii,  1100 

Coosa  River,  Ga.  and  Ala. : 

Improvement  between  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  and  Georgia  Railroad 

Bridge  and  Wetumka,  Ala i,258;  ii,  1418 

Improvement  between  Rome,  Ga.,  and  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  nnd 

Georgia  Railroad  Bridge i,257;  ii,  1413 

Operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams i,  259 ;  ii,  1422 

Coo8  Bay  and  Harbor,  Oreg. : 

Dredging  harbor i,484;  iv,2966 

Improvement  of  entrance i,  483 ;  iv,  2963 

Coos  River,  Oreg.,  improvement  of 1,485;  iv,2966 

Coquille  River,  Oreg. : 

Improvement  between  Coquille  and  Myrtle  Point 1, 481;  iv,  2961 

Improvement  of  mouth i,  l}<0 ;  iv,  2958 

Corporations,  occupancy  and  injury  of  public  works  by i,  35, 538 

Corps  of  Engineers : 

Changes  in  personnel i,  3 

Laws  of  Fiity-fifth  Congress,  second  session,  affecting  the vi,  3789 

Number  and  distribution  of  officers i;  3, 4 

Officers  detached i,  4 

Corydon,  Pa.,  survey  for  removal  of  dam  in  Allegheny  River  at I,  377;  iii,  2211 

Coscob  Harbor,  Conn.,  improvement  of i,  108, 972 

Courtablean  Bayou,  La.,  improvement  of 1,274;  ii,  1474 

Cowlitz  River,  Wash.,  improvement  of 1,508;  iv,  3041 

Craven  County,  N.  C. : 

Bridge  of  across  Neuse  River  at  Newbem 1,535 

Bridge  or,  across  Trent  River  at  Newbem i,  533 

Crooked  River,  Fla.  {see  Carrabelle  Bar  and  Harbor) i,  249 ;  ii,  1375 

Cumberland  River,  Tenn.  and  Ky. : 

Bridge  at  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  construction  of  cribs i,  536 

Gauging  (see  Mississippi  River) i,  301 ;  ii,  1642 

Improvement  above  Nashville,  Tenn i,  336;  iii,  1878 

Improvement  below  Nashville,  Tenn i,  334 ;  in,  1875 

Cumberland  Sound,  Ga.  and  Fla. : 

Defenses  of 1,25,707 

Improvement  of i,  232 ;  ii,  1323 

Improvement  of  waterway  via i,  230;  ii,  1318 

Current  River,  Ark.  and  Mo.,  improvement  of i,  306;  ii,  1671 

Currituck  Sound,  N.  C,  improvement  of  waterway  via i,  198 ;  ii,  1230 

Curtis  Bay,  Md.,  improvement  of  channel  in  Patapsco  River  to i,  176;  ii,  1180 

Cut-off,  Apalachicola  River,  Fla.,  improvement  of i,  251 ;  ii,  1381 

Cuyahoga  River,  Ohio  (see  Cleveland  Harbor), i,  447, 455;  iv,  2661, 2724 

Cypress  Bay ou,  Tex.  and  La.,  improvement  of i,  292 ;  ii,  1589 

B. 

Dairy  Fork,  Tualitin  River,  Oreg.,  survey  of i,  511 ;  i v,  3053 

Dale  County,  Ala.,  bridges  of i,  532 

Dams.    See  Canals. 

Danville,  Tenn.,  reconstruction  of  bridge  across  Tennessee  River  at i,  536 

Dardanelle,  Ark. : 

Improvement  of  Arkansas  River  at  (ece  Arkansas  River) i,  302 ;  ii,  1649 

Survey  of  Arkansas  River  at i,  308;  ii,  1676 
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Darien  Harbor,  Ga. : 

Defeneesof 1.8,26,712 

Itnprovemeut  of i,  225;  ii,  1303 

Kemoval  of  wreck,  etc.,  in i,  231 ;  ii,  1320 

Davenport,  Iowa,  establishment  of  harbor  lines  in  Mississippi  River  at.  i,  34 ;  lu,  1805 

Davis  Island  Dam^  Ohio  River,  Pa.,  operating  and  care i,  358 ;  iii,  2077 

Davis  Strait,  Me.,  removal  of  wreck  in i,  52, 838 

Deer  Island  Thoroaghfare,  Me.,  removal  of  wreck  in l>  52, 838 

Defense,  national,  allotments  from  appropriation  for 1, 7, 9, 14 

Defenses,  seacoast.     See  Fortiiioations. 
Delaware  Bay,  N.  J.  and  Del. : 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Del.,  constraotion  of i,  151 ;  ir,  109i 

Harbor  of  refuge,  construction  of i,  152;  ii,  1096 

Pier  near  Lewes,  Del.,  construction  of i,  150;  1 1, 1093 

Waterway  to  Chincoteagne  Bay,  Va.,  improvement  of 1, 166 ;  ii,  1156 

Wreck  of  Lottie  K.  Friend,  removal  of i,  156;  ii,  1104 

Delaware  Breakwater,  Del.,  construction  of i,  ^51 ;  ii,  1094 

Delaware  River,  N.  J.,  Pa.,  and  Del. : 

Defenses  of i,  20, 637 

Dike  at  Woodbury  Creek  {see  Cooper  Creek) i,  154 ;  ii,  1100 

Marcusbook,  Pa.,  improvement  of  ice  harbor i,  149 ;  ii.  1093 

Newcastle,  Del.,  improvement  of  ice  harbor  at i,  160 ;  ii,  1149 

Pbila<1elphia,  Pa.,  improvement  above  and  below i,  144 ;  ii,  1075 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  Camden,  N.  J.,  improvement  between 1, 147;  ii,  1085 

Survey  of,  between  Philadelphia  and  Delaware  Bay i,  156 ;  ii,  1105 

Delaware  (steamboat),  removal  of  wreck  of i,  175 ;  ii,  1172 

Del  May  (schooner),  removal  of  wreck  of i,  175;  ii,  1172 

Delray ,  Mich.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Rouge  River  at i,  534 

Delta  Point,  La.,  improvement  at,  by  Mississippi  River  Commission. .  i,  528;  v,  3137 
Departments,  Executive,  Washington,  D.  C,  telegraph  and  telephone  con- 

nectious  between  Executive  Mansion  and i,  547 ;  vi,  3734, 3743 

Departments,  military,  reconnaissances  and  explorations  in i,  552;  vi,  3783 

Depot,  Engineer,  Willets  Point,  N.  Y 1,6,7,32,570 

Deschutes  River,  Wash. : 

Improvement  of  Olympia  Harbor i,  516 ;  iv,  3070 

Survey  of,  at  entrance  in  Olympia  Harbor i.  524 ;  i v,  3094 

Des  Moines  Rapids  Canal  and  Dry  Dock,  Mississippi  River,  operating  and 

care i,316;  iii,  1794 

Detroit  and  Lima  Northern  Railway  Company,  bridge  of i,  534 

Detroit  River,  Mich.,  improvement  of i|437;  iv,  2597 

DewiSf  B.  L.  (schooner),  removal  of  wreck  of *..  i,  83, 931 

District  of  Columbia.     See  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dividing  Creek,  Md.  {eee  La  Trappe  River) i,  169 ;  ii,  1161 

Division  engineers i,  36 

Divisions,  engineer I,  36 

Double  Bayou,  Tex.,  opening  cliaunel  at  mouth i,  287;  ii,  1512 

Duck  Creek  (Smyrna  River),  Del. : 

Improvement  of i,  162;  ii,  1151 

Removal  of  wreck  in i,  175;  ii,  1172 

Duck  Island  Harbor,  Conn.,  construction  of  harbor  of  refuge i>  94, 953 

Dnluth  Harbor,  Minn. : 

Improvement  of 1, 379 ;  iii,  2223 

Improvement  of  channels  in  connecting  waters  of  Great  Lakes  between 

Bnflfalo,  Chicago,  and i»424;  iv,  2548 

Removal  of  wreck  in i,  385;  iii,  2287 

Dunkirk  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of i,  456;  iv,  2748 

Duwamish  River,  Wash. : 

Improvement  of  («ee  Pu^t  Sound) i^^l^;  iv,  3066 

Survey  of,  and  tributaries i,525;  iv,  3103 

Dynamite  batteries 1,11 

E. 

Eads,  James  B.,  improvement  of  Soath  Pass  of  Mississippi  River  by  repre- 
sentatives of 1,36,269;  ii,  1447 

East  Chester  Creek,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of i,  113,997 

Eastern  Brapch,  Elizabeth  River,  Va.  {see  Norfolk  Harbor) i,  193;  ii,  1223 

Eastern  Branch,  Potomac  River,  D.  C. : 

Improvement  of,  and  reclamation  of  flats i,  192 

Survey  for  bridge  at  Washington i,  541;  vi,  3598 
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Eastern  Railway  Company  of  Minnesota,  bridges  of i,  535 

East  River,  N.  Y. : 

Harbor  lines  at  Brooklyn,  modification  of i,34, 1028 

Harbor  lines  at  Long  Island  City,  modification  of 1,34, 1025 

Improvement  of 1,126,1036 

Sarvey  of  Wallabout  Channel i,124 

Electric  ligh^  and  power  plants  of  seaeoast  batteries i,  11 

Elizabeth  Kiver,  M.  J.,  improvement  of ly  137, 1061 

Elizabeth  Kiver,  Va. : 

Bridge  across  Southern  Branch,  at  Norfolk,  construction  of i,  534 

Norfolk  Harbor  and  its  approaches,  improvement  of i,  193 ;  ii,  1223 

Removal  of  wreck  of  steamer  Helen  Smith  in  Southern  Branch  . . .  i.  201 ;  ii,  1234 
Waterway  from  Norfolk   Harbor   to  Albemarle   Sound,  improvement 

of 1,198;  11,1230 

Western  Branch,  improvement  of i,  195;  ii,  1225 

Elk  River,  Md.,  removal  of  wrecks  in i|I75;  ii,  1173 

Elk  River,  Oreg.,  examination  of i,501;  iv,2997 

Elk  River,  Tenn.,  survey  of i,  347 

Elk  River,  W.Va.,  improvement  of i,365;  iii,2137 

Embankments 1, 13 

Emplacements  for  guns  and  mortars i|B,  9 

Employees,  aid  to  injured i,  36 

Endicott  Board i,  8 

Engineer  Dei>ot,  Willets  Point,  N.  Y 1,6,7,32,570 

Engineer  divisions i,  36 

Engineers,  Battalion  of 1,6,7,32,569 

Engineers,  Chief  of,  officers  on  duty  in  office  of i,  553 

Engineer  School,  Willets  Point,  N.  Y 1,5,32,565 

Engineersy  Corps  of:  , 

Changes  in  personnel i,  3 

Laws  of  Fifty -fifth  Congress,  second  session,  affecting  the vi,  3789 

Number  and  distribution  of  officers iy3, 4 

Officers  detached i.  4 

Engineers,  division i,  36 

Engineers,  The  Board  of i,  5, 557 

Erie  Canal,  N.  Y.,  preservation  of  bench  marks i,  551 ;  vi,  3778 

Erie  Harbor,  Pa. : 

Improvement  of i,  455;  iv,  2737 

W^ater  levels  1,551;  vi,3779 

Erie  Lake : 

See  aUo  Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes. 

Survey  of  Starve  Island  Reef i,453;  iv,2705 

Water  levels 1,551;  vi,3779 

Erie  Railroad  Company,  bridge  of 1,533 

Escambia  River,  Fla.,  improvement  of i,  255 ;  ii,  1403 

Escanaba,  Mich.,  water  levels  at i,  551;  vi,  3779 

Esopus  Creek,  N.Y.  (see  Saugerties  Harbor) i,  134, 1056 

Essex  River,  Mass.,  improvement  of 1,56,852 

Estimates : 

Fortifications i,  32 

Rivers  and  harbors,  examinations,  surveys,  etc. ,  of i,  527 

Rivers  and  harbors,  improvement  of i,  33, 34 

Everett  Harbor,  W^ash.,  improvement  of i,  518 ;  iv,  3075 

Examinations : 

Compilation  of i,  35 

Estimate  for i,  527 

ExceUior  (barge),  removal  of  wreck  of 1,84,932 

Executive  Mansion  and  Departments,  Washington,  D.  C,  telegraph  and 

telephone  connections i,  547 ;  vi,  3734, 3743 

Explorations  and  reconnaissances  in  military  departments i,  552 ;  vi,  3783 

Explosives  {Bee  Submarine  mines; i,  12 

F. 

Fairbluff,  N.  C,  construction  of  bridge  across  Lumber  River  near i,  536 

Fairhaven  Harbor,  Mass.  (fee  New  Bedford  Harbor) i,  74, 906 

Fairport  Harbor,  Ohio,  improvement  of i,449;  iv,2676 

Falia,  Bogue,  La.,  improvement  of ly^O;  ii,  1464 

Falls  of  Ohio  River,  Louisville,  Ky.,  improvement  of i,  347 ;  in,  1951 

Far  Rockaway ,  N.  Y.,  bridge  obstructing  Far  Rockaway  Bay  at i,  538 

Far  Rockaway  Bay,  N.  Y.,  bridge  obstructing i,538 
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Far  Rockaway  Ferry  and  Improvement  Company,  bridge  of i,  538 

Feather  River,  Cal. : 

Improvement  by  California  D6bris  Commission i,  530 ;  vi,  3549 

Improvement  of i,  475;  iv,  2942 

Femandina,  Fla. : 

Defenses  of 1,26,713 

Improvement  of  waterway  to  Savannah,  Ga i,  230;  ii,  1318 

Fishing  Creek,  N.C.,  improvement  of 1,202;  ii,  1239 

Five-mile  Creek,  Ala.,  survey  for  canal  to  Warrior  River i,  269 ;  n.  1446 

Five-mile  River  Harbor,  Conn.,  improvement  of i,  105, 968 

Flathead  River,  Mont.,  improvement  of i,  522 ;  iv,  3ti81 

Fleming  (schooner),  removal  of  wreck  of i,  177;  li.  1181 

Flint  River,  Ga.,  improvement  of i,  251 ;  ii,  1383 

Flint  River,  Mich.,  sarvey  of 1,439;  iv,  2600 

Florida: 

Defenses  of  east  and  west  coasts -. i,  26,716 

Water-hyacinth  obstructions  in  waters  of 1.35 

Flushing  Bay,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of i,  118, 10(i8 

Forked  Deer  River.  Tenn.,  improvement  of i,  331,  333 ;  iii,  1872 

Fort  Clinch,  Fla.,  defenses  at i,  8,  26,  713 

Fortifications: 

Appropriations  and  allotments i,  7, 9, 14 

Dynamite  batteries i,  11 

Emplacements i?8,9 

Estimates  of  appropriations  required i,  32 

Fortress  commander,  <luties  of,  as  to  New  York  Harbor i,  H,  379 

Gun  and  mortar  batteries 1,8 

Preservation  and  repair  of 1, 13 

Projects 1,8 

Sea  walls  and  embankments .'. .         i,  13 

Sites  for,  acquisition  of i,  13 

Submarine  mines i,  13 

Temporary  defenses i,  8 

Temporary  occupation  of  land i,  14 

Fort  Jackson,  La.,  defenses  at i,  8,  744 

Fort  Knox,  Me.,  defenses  at i,  8, 14,583 

Fort  Macon,  N.  C,  defenses  at i,  8,  692 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  defenses  at i,  8, 23, 679 

Fort  Morgan,  Ala.,  defenses  at i,  8, 13,737 

Fort  Point  Channel,  Boston  Harbor,  Mass. : 

Construction  of  city  bridge  across i,  533 

Construction  of  railroad  bridges  across i,  .535 

Improvement  of  (see  Boston  Harbor) i,  61.  864 

Fort  Popham,  Me.,  defenses  at i,8.  14,  .583 

Fort  Pulaski,  Ga.,  defenses  at 1,8,26,707 

Fortress  commander,  duties  of,  as  to  defenses  of  New  York  Harbor i,  11, 579 

Fort  Trum bull,  Conn.,  defenses  at i.  8,  18, 612 

Fox  River,  Wis. : 

Bridge  across  canal  at  Appleton,  reconstruction  of i,  533 

Improvement  of i,  ^7;  iii,  2338 

Improvement  of  Green  Bay  Harbor i,  387 ;  iii,  2295 

Operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams i,  .S9ft;  iii,  235^ 

Property  and  rights  of  United  States  as  to i,  398 ;  in,  23.53 

Francis  (ship),  removal  of  wreck  of i,  156 ;  ii,  1 101 

Frankfort  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of i,  421 ;  iv,  2529 

Freuch  Broad  River,  Tenn.,  improvement  of i,  344;  in,  1937 

Friendy  Lottie  K,  (schooner),  removal  of  wreck  of i,  156 ;  ii,  1 104 

Fulton,  Ark. : 

Improvement  of  Red  River  above i,  291;  ii,  1588 

Improvement  of  Red  River  below 1, 289 ;  ii,  1575 

G. 

Galena  River,  111.,  operating  and  care  of  lock  and  dam i,  316 ;  in,  1803 

Galveston  Bay  and  Harbor,  Tex. : 

Defenses  of i,  13,29,7© 

Galveston  Bay,  improvement  of  ship  channel i,  283 ;  ii,  1505 

Galveston  Harbor, improvement  of 1,2-^2;  ii,  1491 

Galveston  Harbor,  modification  of  harbor  lines 1.34;  ii,  1571 

Morgan  Canal,  improvement  of  {see  Galveston  Bay)  i,  283 ;  ii,  1505 
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Galveston  Bay  and  Harbor,  Tex. — Continned. 

Morgan  Canal,  operating  and  care i,  284;  ii,  1507 

Survey  of 1,289 

Waterway  from  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  Houston,  examination   and    sur- 
vey   1,288;  11,1515 

West  Galveston  Bay,  improvement  of  channel i,  284 ;  ii,  1507 

Galveston,  Brazos  and  Southwestern  Railway  Company,  bridge  of i,  534 

Gasconade  River,  Mo. : 

Construction  of  bridge  across,  at  Rollins  Ferry i,  533 

Improvement  of,  by  Missouri  River  Commission i,  529 ;  vi,  3459 

Gauging : 

Columbia  River,  Orec.  and  Wash 1,509;  iv,3042 

Mississippi  River  and  principal  tributaries i,  301;  ii,  1642 

Missi-ssippi  River  at  St.  Paul,  Minn 1,322;  m,  1831 

Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes i,  551 ;  vi,  3779 

Gauley  River,  W.  Va.,  improvement  of 1,366;  iii,2138 

Gedney  Channel,  New  York  Harbor,  N-  Y.,  improvement  of i,  127, 1038 

Genesee  River, N.  Y.  (we  Charlotte  Harbor) i,463;  iv,2799 

George  Lake,  St.  Johns  River,  Fla.  (see  Volusia  Bar) i,  235 ;  ii,  1330 

Georges  River,  Me.,  improvement  of 1,45,827 

Georgetown,  D.  C.    See  Washington. 

Georgetown,  S.  C,  defenses  of 1,8,25,706 

Georgia,  defenses  of  coast  of i,  25,  707 

Gillinghamf  J,  E.  { barge),  removal  of  wreck  of 1, 175 ;  ii,  1173 

Glencove  Harbor,  N.  i.,  improvement  of i,  117, 1007 

Gloucester  Harbor,  Mass.,  improvement  of 1, 57, 856 

Goshen  Creek,  N.  J.,  improvement  of i,  155 ;  n,  1102 

Governor  Marvin  ( steamer),  removal  of  wreck  of 1, 245 ;  ii,  1343 

Gowanus  Bay  channels,  New  York  Harbor,  N.  Y.  {see  Bay  Ridge  Channel, 

etc.)... 1,121,1016 

Gowanus  Canal,  New  York  Harbor,  N.  Y.  (see  Bay  Ridge  Channel,  etc.). ..  i,  121, 1016 

Gowanus  Creek  Channel,  New  York  Harbor,  N.  Y,,  improvement  of 1, 122, 1020 

Grand  Calumet  River,  111.  and  Ind. : 

Improvement  of i,  403;  iv,2430 

Improvement  of  Calumet  Harbor i)402;  iv,  2425 

Grand  Haven  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of i,  415 ;  iv,  2509 

Grand  Lake,  La.  («ee  Mermentau  River) 1)275;    ii,  1478 

Grand  Marais,  Mich.,  improvement  of  harbor  of  refuge i,  384 ;  iii,  2285 

Grand  Marais,  Minn.,  improvement  of  harbor  at i,  378 ;  m,  2217 

Grand  Rapids,  Wabash  River,  Ind.  and  111.,  operating  and  care  of  lock  and 

dam 1,351;  iii,1983 

Grand  River,  La.,  improvement  of i,272;  n,1471 

Grand  River,  Mich. : 

Improvement  of i>416;  iv,2511 

Improvement  of  Grand  Haven  Harbor i»415;  iv, 2509 

Grand  River,  Ohio  (see  Fairport  Harbor) i,  449;  iv,  2676 

Grasse,  Sylria  de  (steamer),  removal  of  wreck  of j i,  507 ;  i v,  3039 

Grays  Harbor,  Wash.,  improvement  of,  including  bar  entrance i,  512;  iv,  3059 

Great  Falls,  Potomac  River,  raising  height  of  dam  at i,  545 ;  vi,  3658 

Great  Harbor,  Mass.  («tf0  Woods  Hole  Channel) 1,73,903 

Great  Kanawha  River,  W.  Va. : 

Improvement  of i,363;  iii,  2118 

Operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams 1,365;  iii,  2129 

Great  Lakes : 

Defenses  of  ports  in  New  York 1,29,773 

Improvement  of  channels  in  connecting  waters  of i,  424 ;  iv,  2548 

Surveys,  and  correcting,  printing,  and  issuing  of  charts 1, 547;  vi,  3745 

Water  levels i,551;  vi,377a 

Great  Pedee  River,  S.  C.  improvement  of 1,213;  ii,  1269 

Great  Salt  Pond,  Block  Island,  R.  I.,  improvement  of 1, 83,  n29 

Great  Sodus  Bay,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of  harbor  at 1,464;  iv,  2801 

Green  Bay,  Mich.,  water  levels  at  Escanaba i,  551 ;  vi,  3779 

Green  Bay  Harbor,  Fox  River,  Wis.,  improvement  of i,  387 ;  in,  2295 

Green  .Yacket  Sboal,  Providence  River,  R.  I.,  removal  of i,  78, 918 

Green  River,  Ky. : 

Improvement  above  mouth  of  Big  Barren  River  (Lock  No.  5) i,  353;  iii,  1985 

Operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams i,  354 ;  iii,  1993 

Reconstruction  of  Lock  No.  2,  at  Rumsey i,  352 ;  in,  1985 

Greenville   Harbor,    Miss.,    improvement    by  Mississippi    River  Commis- 
sion  i,528;v,3137 


14  INDEX. 

Greenwich  Harbor,  Conn.,  improvement  of 1,110,974 

Greenwood,  Miss.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Yazoo  River  at i,  531 

Gnlf  of  Mexico,  examination  and  survey  for  waterway  to  Houston i,  288 ;  ii,  1515 

Gnlfport,  Miss.,  survey  of  channel  to  Ship  Island  Harbor i,  269 

Gull  Lake,  Minn.,  construction  of  reservoir  at i,  317 ;  iii,  1812 

Guns: 

Batteries 1,8 

Rapid-fire i,  8 

Gnyandotte  River,  W.  Va. : 

Construction  of  bridge  at  Salt  Rock i,  533 

Improvement  of i,368;  iu,2140 

H. 

Hackensack,  N.  J.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Hackensack  River  at i,  534 

Hackensaok  River^  N.  J.,  construction  of  bridge  across,  at  Hackensack i,  534 

Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  defenses  of i^  ^^  23, 679 

Hancock,  Mich.,  rebuilding  bridge  across  Portage  Lake  to  Houghton i,  537 

Harbor  lines,  establishment  of i.  34 

Davenport  Harbor,  Iowa i|34;  in.  1805 

East  River,  N.  Y.,  at  Brooklyir 1,^4.1028 

East  River,  N.Y.,  at  Long  Island  City 1,34,1025 

Galveston  Harbor,  Tex i,34;  ii,  1.571 

Hudson  River,  N.Y.,  at  Yonkers i,34, 1072 

St.  Clair  River,  Mich.,  at  Port  Huron i,31;  iv,2607 

St.  Joseph  Harbor,  Mich i,  34 

Sandusky  Harbor,  Ohio i,34;  iv,2733 

Savannah,  Ga i,  34 

Harbors  and  rivers : 

Appropriations 1,32,33,34 

Compilation  of  examinations,  surs'eys,  projects,  and  appropriations i,  35 

Continuing  contracts i,  ,33 

Estimates  for  examinations,  surveys,  and  coutingencies i,  527 

Estimates  for  improvement  of 1,33,34 

Expenditures  during  fiscal  year  1898 i,  33 

Improvement  of i,  32 

Harlem  River,  N.  Y. : 

Construction  of  bridge  across r,  533 

Improvement  of i,  124, 1031 

Harlowe  River,  N.  C,  improvement  of  waterway  via i,  206 ;  ii,  1246 

Hartford,  Conn.,  improvement  of  Connecticut  River  below i,  91, 949 

Harwich,  Mass. : 

Examination  of  Herring  River 1,84,932 

Examination  of  Salt  Pond 1,84,934 

Harwich  (canal  boat),  removal  of  wreck  of i,  144, 1072 

Havre  de  Grace,  Md.,  impro^vement  of  Susquehanna  River  above  and  be- 
low   1,167;  11,1157 

Hawkins  Point,  Md.,  shore  protection  at i,  13, 658 

Hay  Lake  Cbannel,  St.  Marys  River,  Mich.,  improvement  of i|427;  iv,  :^72 

Haywood  County,  Tenn.,  bndge  of i,536 

Hell  Gate,  East  River,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of i,  126, 1036 

Hempstead  Harbor,  N.  Y.  (see  Glencove  Harbor) i,  117^  1007 

Henry,  Cape,  Light,  Va.,  removal  of  wreck  off 1, 201 ;  ii,  1235 

Herring  River,  Harwich,  Mass.,  examination  of . . .- i,  84, 932 

Herr  Island,  Allegheny  River,  Pa.,  construction  of  lock  and  dam i,  376;  iii,  2206 

Hillsboro  Bay  and  River,  Fla.,  improvement  of i,  246  i  ii,  1357 

Hilton,  N.  C,  reconstruction  of  bridge  across  North  East  Branch,  Cape  Fear 

River,  at i,537 

Holland  (Black  Lake)  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of i,  414;  iv,  2506 

Holland  Island  Bar  Light,  Chesapeake  Bay,  Md.,  removal  of  wreck  near.  1. 175 ;  ii,  1172 

HolHs  Bridge,  Choctawhatcbee  River,  Ala.,  construction  of  bridge  near i,  532 

Holway,  L.  (scbooner),  removal  of  wreck  of i,52, 838 

Homochitto  River,  Miss.,  improvement  of 1.281;  ii,  1489 

Hoquiam  River,  Wash.,  construction  of  bridge  across -, i,  533 

Horn  Island  Harbor  and  Pass,  Miss. : 

Depth  on  bar  at  the  pass ii,  1441 

Survey  of 1,269 

HougbtoD,  Mich.,  rebuilding  bridge  across  Portage  Lake  to  Hancock r,  537 

Housatonic  River,  Conn.,  improvement  of 1,97,959 
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Honston,  Tex. : 

Examination  and  survey  for  waterway  to  Gulf  of  Mexico i,  288;  u,  1515 

Improvement  of  Buffalo  Bayou 1,286;  ii,  1510 

Howard  University  Reservoir,  Washington,  D.  C,  construction  of 1, 545 ;  vi,  3658 

Hudson  River,  N.  Y. : 

Harbor  lines  at  Yonkers,  establishment  of i,  34, 1072 

Improvement  between  Coxnackie  and  Troy i,  131, 1047 

Improvement  of  Peekskill  Harbor i,  135, 1058 

Humboldt  Harbor  and  Bay,  Cal. ,  improvement  of i,  477 ;  i v,  2948 

Huntington  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of i»116»  1005 

Huron  Harbor,  Ohio,  improvement  of i,  445 ;  iv,  2653 

Huron  Lake : 

See  also  Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes. 

Im].)rovement  of  harbor  of  refuge  at  Sandbeach i,  432 ;  i v,  2583 

Water  levels i,551;  vi,3779 

Hutchinsons  Island,  Savannah  Harbor,  6a.,  modification  of  harbor  lines  at. . .         i,  34 

Hyacinth,  water,  obstruction  of  Southern  rivers  by  the i,  35 

Hyannis,  Mass.,  improvement  of  harbor  of  refuge- at i,  70, 896 

Hydraulic  mining  m  California  (see  California  Debris  Commission).,  i, 530;  vi,  3549 

I. 

Illinois  and  Mississippi  Canal,  111. : 

Construction  of 1,406;  iv,  2447 

Operating  and  care  of,  around  Rock  River  Rapids i,  408 ;  i  v,  2486 

Illinois  River,  III. : 

Bridge  at  Pekin,  construction  of. i,534 

Improvement  of i,  404;  iv,  2436 

Operating  and  care  of  Lagrange  and  Kampsville  locks  and  dams,  i,  406;  iv,  2442 
Indiana  Chute,  falls  of  Ohio  River,  Louisville,  Ky.,  improvement  of. .  i,  347 ;  iii,  1951 

Indian  River,  Fla.,  improvement  of 1,238;  ii,  1333 

Indian  River  Bay,  Del.,  improvement  of  waterway  via i,  166;  ii,  1156 

Indian  River  Inlet,  Fla.  (am  Indian  River) i,  238;  u,  1333 

Individuals,  occupanc v  and  injury  of  public  works  by i,  35, 538 

Injured  employees,  aid  to i,  36 

Injury  to  public  works i,  35, 538 

Isle  of  Wight  Bay,  Md.,  improvement  of  waterway  via i,  166;  ii,  1156 

J. 

Jackson,  Fort,  La.,  defenses  at i,  8, 744 

James  River,  Va. : 

Improvement  of i,  190;  ii,  1209 

Protection  of  Jamestown  Island i,  191;  ii,  1219 

Removal  of  wreck  of  steamer  Wyanoke i,  200;  ii,  1234 

Jamestown  Island,  James  River,  Va.,  protection  of i,  191 ;  ii,  1219 

Jeti'erson  County,  Tex.,  bridge  of i,  535 

Jeky  1  Creek,  Ga. ,  improvement  of  waterway  via i,  230 ;  ii,  1318 

Jonesboro,  Lake  City  and  Eastern  Railroad  Company,  bridge  of i,  532 

Judith,  Point,  R.  I. : 

Construction  of  harbor  of  refuge i,  80, 923 

Improvement  of  entrance  to  Point  Judith  Pond i,  80, 926 

Jupiter  Inlet,  Fla.  (««  Indian  River) i,238;  ii,  1333 

K. 

Kabekona  Narrows,  Leech  Lake,  Minn.,  construction  of  bridge  across i,  534 

Kalamazoo  River,  Mich. : 

Improvement  of ^ i,414;  iv,2506 

Improvement  of  Saugatuck  Harbor i»413;  iv, 2504 

Survey  of,  from  Saugatuck  to  New  Richmond i,  424 ;  iv,  2537 

Kampsville  Lock  and  Dam,  Illinois  River,  111.,  operating  and  care. . .  i,  406;  iv,  2442 

Kennebec  River,  Me. : 

Defenses  of 1,14,583 

Improvement  of i,  45,  828 

Kenosha  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of i,  396 ;  ni,  2333 

Kentucky  River,  Ky. : 

Improvement  of 1,355;  iii,  2012 

Operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams i,  356;  in,  2024 

Kerckhoff-Cozner  Mill  and  Lumber  Company,  bridge  uf i,  535 

Kewaunee  Hurbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of 1,390;  in,2312 
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Keweenaw  Bay,  Mich.,  improvement  and  operating  and  care  of  waterway  to 

Lake  Superior 1,382,383;  in,  22U 

Keweenaw  Point,  Mich.,  improvement  and  operating  and  care  of  waterwav 

across 1,382,383*;  ill,  2244 

Keyport  Harbor,  N.  J.,  improvement  of i,  141, 1067 

Key  West  Harbor,  Fla. : 

Defenses  of 1,13,26,720 

Improvement  of,  including  entrance i»248;  ii,  1371 

Removal  of  wrecks  in  Man  of  War  Harbor h^^^'y  ^h  1343 

Killpond  Bar,  Mass.,  removal  of  wrecks  ou i,  84, 9S2 

Kill  van  Knll,  N.  Y.  and  N.  J.  (see  Staten  Island — New  Jersey  channel) i,  ISfi,  1060 

Kingston,  R.  I. : 

Construction  of  harbor  of  refuse  at  Point  Judith i,80, 92S 

Improvement  of  entrance  to  Point  Judith  Pond i,  81. 926 

Survey  of  inner  harbor  at  Point  Judith  Pond 1,84,935 

Knox,  Fort,  Me.,  defenses  at 1,8,14,583 

Kootenai  River,  Mont. : 

Improvement  above  Jennings i«521;  iv,3(n9 

Improvement  between  Bonners  Ferry  and  international  boundary,  i,  521 ;  iv,  3078 

Ii. 

Lafonrche  Bayon,  La.,  improvement  of i,  272 ;  ii,  1468 

Lagrange  Lo<dc  and  Dam,  Illinois  River,  111.,  operating  and  care i,  406;  iv,2442 

Lake  City,  Ark.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Lake  St.  Francis  near i,  532 

Lakes,  Great.    See  Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes. 

ZafR«an,  ^. />.  (schooner),  removal  of  wreck  of i^^Ol;  ii,  1235 

Land,  temporary  occupation  of,  for  defensive  purposes i,  14 

L'Anguille  River,  Ark.,  survey  of,  up  to  Marianna i,  308 ;  ii,  1678 

La  Trappe  River,  Md.,  improvement  of i,  169;  ii,  1161 

Laws : 

Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session,  affecting  Corpa  of  Engineers vi,  37® 

Recommendation  for,  in  aid  of  inj  ured  employees i,  86 

Lawsotij  Kate  (schooner),  removal  of  wreck  of 1. 192 ;  ii,  1221 

Leaf  River,  Miss.,  improvement  of i,  266;  ii,  1442 

Leech  Lake,  Minn. : 

Bridge  across  Kabekona  Narrows,  construction  of i,  534 

Operating  and  care  of  reservoir i,  318;  iii,  1816 

Reservoir  at i,317;  iii,  1812 

Leflore  County,  Miss. : 

Construction  of  bridge  across  Yalobusha  River  in i,  532 

Construction  of  bridge  across  Yazoo  River  by i,  531 

Legislation : 

Laws  of  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session,  affecting  Coips  of  Engi- 
neers  -. VI,  3789 

Recommendations  for.  in  aid  of  injured  employees i,  36 

Lemon  Creek,  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.  (sMStatenlsland— New  Jersey  cliannel) .  i,  136, 1060 
Levisa  Fork,  Big  Sandy  River,  Ky. : 

Improvement  of h^^j  in,  2155 

Plan  and  estimates  for  locks  and  dams 1,373;  iii,2I59 

Lewes,  Del. : 

Bridge  across  Lewes  Creek,  construction  of i,595 

Construction  of  iron  pier  in  Delaware  Bay  near i,  150 ;  n,  1083 

Improvement  of  waterway  from  Chincoteague  Bay,  Va.,  to  Delaware 

Bay  near i,  166;  ii,  1156 

Lewes  Creek,  Del.,  construction  of  bridge  across,  at  Lewes i,  535 

Lewiston,  Idaho,  construction  of  bridge  across  Snake  River  to  Concord, 

Wash - 1,532 

Lewiston,  N.  Y.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Niagara  River  at i,  532 

Lewiston,  Brunswick  and  Bath  Street  Railway,  bridge  of i,  535 

Lewiston-Concord  Bridge  Company,  bridge  of i,  532 

Lewiston  Connecting  Bridge  Company,  bridge  of i,  532 

Little  AHsawaman  Bay,  Del.,  improvement  of  waterway  via 1, 166;  ii,  1156 

Little  Calumet  River,  111.,  reconstruction  of  bridge  across i,  536 

Little  Egg  Harbor  Inlet,  N.  J.,  removal  of  wreck  in i,  156;  n,  11C4 

Little  Harbor,  Mass.  (see  Woods  Hole  Channel) 1,73,903 

Little  Harbor,  N.  H.,  improvement  of  harbor  of  refuge 1,51,837 

Little  Kanawha  River,  W.  Va. : 

Improvement  of 1,362;  rii,  2113 

Operating  and  care  of  lock  and  dnm i,363;  in,  2115 

Little  Mud  River,  Ga. ,  impTovemfc\i\»  ol  ^^X's^'^^i  N\a, i,  230 ;  ii,  1318 
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Little  Pedee  River,  S.  C,  improyement  of i,213;  ii,  1267 

Little  Pigeon  River,  Tenn . .  improvement  of i,  345 ;  iii,  1937 

Little  River,  La.  («e«  Red  River) 1.289;  ii,  1575 

Little  Sodas  Bay,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of  harbor  at i,  464 ;  iv,  2804 

Locks.    See  Canals. 

Logan,  Gen.  John  A.,  statne  of  (see  Public  buildings  and  grounds). .  i,  546;  vi,  3737 

Long  Bridge,  Washington,  D.  C.  (see  Potomac  River) !>  178 ;  ii,  1183 

Long  Cove,  Conn.,  construction  of  bridge  across i,536 

Long  Island,  Charleston  Harbor,  8.  C,  construction  of  bridge  across  Breach 

Inlet  at 1 i,536 

Long  Island  City,  N.  Y.,  modification  of  harbor  lines  in  East  River  at i,  34, 1025 

Long  Island  Sound,  defenses  of  eastern  entrance i,  13, 18, 612 

Lonff  Tom  River,  Oreg.,  examination  of,  up  to  Monroe i,  509;  iv,  3045 

Lookout,  Cape,  Oreg.,  examination  of  harbor  at i,  502 ;  iv,  3001 

Lorain  Harbor,  Black  River,  Ohio : 

Improvement  of i,446;  iv,2658 

Survey  of 1,454;  iv,2717 

Louisa  (Levisa)  Fork,  Big  Sandy  River,  Ky. : 

Improvement  of h^^i  ui,2155 

Plan  and  estimates  for  locks  and  dams 1,373;  iu,2159 

Louisiana,  water- hyacinth  obstructions  in  waters  of. i,  35 

Louisville,  Ky. ; 

Bridge  across  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal,  reconstruction  of. i,  531 

Improvement  of  falls  of  Ohio  River,  including  Indiana  Chute  . ..  i,  347;  ui,  1951 

Operating  and  care  of  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal i,  349;  iii,  1957 

Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad  Compan v,  bridges  of i,  536 

Louisville  and  Portland  Bridge  Company,  bridge  of i,  531 

Louisville  and  Portland  Canal,  Ky. : 

Operating  and  care  of i,  349;  iii,  1957 

Reconstruction  of  bridge  across 1,531 

Loutre,  Pass  a,  Mississippi  River,  La.,  closing  crevasse i,280;  ii,  1487 

Lower  Machodoc  Creek,  Va.,  improvement  of i,  184 ;  ii,  1197 

Lubec  Channel,  Me.,  improvement  of 1,36,813 

Ludington  Harbor,  Mich .,  improvement  of , i,  418 ;  iv,  2522 

Lumber  River,  N.  C.,  construction  of  bridge  across i,  536 

Lynn  Harbor,  Mass.,  improvement  of 1,59,860 

M. 

Mdbey,  R,  L,  (steamer),  removal  of  wreck  of i,  231;  u,  1321 

Machodoc  (Lower)  Creek,  Ya.,  improYement  of if  184 ;  ii,  1197 

MoKeesport,  Pa. : 

Construction  of  bridf^e  across  Monongahela  River  at i,  531 

Reconstruction  of  bridge  across  Yonghiogheny  River  at i,  535 

Magon  Bayou,  La.,  improvement  of i,  295;  n,  1616 

Macon,  Fort,  N.  C,  defenses  at i,  8, 692 

Mailboat  Slough,  Wash.,  survey  of -' i,523;  iv,3088 

Maine,  defenses  of  coast  of 1,14,583 

Maiden  River,  Mass.,  improvement  of i,  60, 862 

Mamaroneck  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 1,113,995 

Manasquan  River.  N.  J.,  improvement  of i,  143,1070 

Manatee  River,  Fla.,  improvement  of i,242;  ii,  1338 

Manchac  Bayou,  La.,  improvement  of i,  271 ;  ii,  1467 

Manchester  Harbor,  Mass.,  improvement  of 1,58,859 

Manistee  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of i,  419 ;  iv,  2525 

Manitowoc  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of i,  392 ;  iii,  2316 

Man  of  War  Harbor,  Key  West,  Fla.,  removal  of  wrecks  in i,  245 ;  ii,  1343 

Manokin  River,  Md.,  improvement  of i»172;  ii,  1168 

Mantua  Creek,  N.  J.,  survey  of i,  158;  ii,  1122 

Maps: 

Estimates  for  publication  of  military  and  other i,  552 

Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes i^^H;  vi,3745 

Marcushook,  Pa.,  improvement  of  ice  harbor  in  Delaware  River  at  .. .  i,  149;  ii,  1093 

Maria,  Anna  (schooner),  removal  of  wreck  of i,  156 ;  ii,  1 104 

Marianna,  Ark.,  survey  of  L'Anguille  River  up  to i,  308 ;  ii,  1678 

Marietta,  Ohio,  construction  of  bridge  across  Ohio  River  at i,  531 

Marietta  and  Williamstown  Bridge  Company,  bridge  of i,  531 

Marquette  Harbor  and  Bay,  Mich. : 

Construction  of  harbor  of  refuge  off  Presque  He  Point i,  383;  iir,  2284 

Improvement  of  harbor i,  383;  ui,  2252 

Water  levels i,551;  vi,377S 

BNa  98 2 
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Marthas  Vineyard,  Mass. : 

Improvement  of  harbor  at  Ymeyard  Haven 1,72,901 

Removal  of  wreck  in  Vineyard  Haven  Harbor 1,84,981 

Marvin f  Governor  (steamer),  removal  of  wreck  of i,  245 ;  ii,  1343 

MaBsachnsetts,  defenses  of  soatheast  coast i,  16,601 

Matanzas  River,  Fla.  {see  St.  Angnstine  Harbor) i,  237 ;  n,  1332 

Matawan  Creek,  N.  J. : 

Improvement  of 1,140,1066 

Improvement  of  Keyport  Harbor 1,141,1067 

Matilda  (schooner),  removal  of  wreck  of 1,52,838 

Mattaponi  River,  Va.,  improvement  of i,  188;  ii,  1206 

Mattltnck  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 1,115,1001 

Manmee  River  and  Bay,  Ohio: 

Improvement  of  Toledo  Harbor 1,441;  iy,2614 

Survey  of  straight  channel  in i»4o3;  iy,2693 

Manrice  River,  N.J. ,  removal  of  wreck  in 1,156;  11,1104 

Menominee  River  and  Harbor,  Mich,  and  Wis. : 

Improvement  of  harbor 1,385;  in,2288 

Improvement  of  river i,  385;  in, 2291 

Mermentan  River,  La.,  improvement  of,  including  tributaries i,  275;  n,  1478 

Merrimao  River,  Mass. : 

Improvement  of 1,54,850 

Improvement  of  Newburyport  Harbor i,  53, 847 

Survey  from  Lowell  to  New  Hampshire  State  line i,  69, 884 

Mexico,  QnU  of,  examination   and   survey   for   waterway   to    Houston, 

Tex 1,288;  n,1516 

Miami,  Fla.,  defenses  at 1,8,2^717 

Mianus  River,  Conn.,  improvement  of i,  106,972 

Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company,  bridge  of i,  636 

Michigan  City  Harbor,  Ind. : 

Improvement  of  inner  harbor 1,409;  iv,  2489 

Improvement  of  outer  harbor i,  409;  iv,2491 

Michigan  Lake : 

See  also  Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes. 

Canal  to  Sturgeon  Bay,  Wis.,  construction  of  harbor  of  refage  at  eastern 

entrance 1,889;  in,  2308 

Canal  to  Sturgeon  Bay,  Wis.,  improvement  of i,  388 ;  ui,  2297 

Canal  to  Sturgeon  Bay,  Wis.,  operating  and  care 1, 389 ;  ui,  2303 

Water  levels i,551;  vi,3779 

Middle  Fork,  Forked  Deer  River,  Tenn.,  improvement  of. i,  331, 333 ;  ui,  1872 

Mifflin  Bridge  Company,  bridge  of 1,531 

Milan,  111.,  operating  and  care  of  canal  around  Rock  River  Rapids. ..-  i, 408;  iv, 2486 

Military  departments,  reconnaissances  and  explorations  in h^^i  vi,3783 

Millbridge,  Me.,  removal  of  wreck  in  Narraguagns  Bay  at 1,52, 838 

Mill  River,  New  Haven,  Conn,  (see  New  Haven  Harbor)  i,  95, 966 

Mill  River,  Stamford,  Conn,  {see  Stamford  Harbor) i,  107, 970 

Milwaukee  Harbor  and  Bay,  Wis. : 

Constraction  of  harbor  of  refuge i,393;  in,  2324 

Improvement  of  harbor i,394;  in,  2326 

Water  levels i,S51;  ▼1,3779 

Mineral  Range  Railway  Company,  bridge  of 1,537 

Mines,  submarine 1,12 

Mining,  hydraulic,  in  California  {see  California  Debris  Commission).,  i,  530;  vi,  3549 

Minnesota  River,  Minn.,  improvement  of i,  320:  in,  1826 

Mispillion  River,  Del.,  improvement  of 1)184;  u,1154 

MissionBay  Rock,  San  Francisco  Harbor,  Cal.  (see  Two  Mission  Rocks).  i,469;  rv,2923 
Mississippi  River: 

Beechridge,  111.,  prevention  of  break  into  Cache  River  near i,  313;  ui,  1732 

Bridge  across,  in  Minnesota,  constraction  of i,  535 

Davenport,  Iowa,  establishment  of  harbor  lines i,  34;  ni,  1805 

Delta  Point,  La.,  improvement  at,  bvMississippi  River  Commission .  i,  528 ;  v,  3187 
Des  Moines  Rapids  Canal  and  Dry  JDock^  operating  and  oare  ....  i,  316;  in,  1794 

Dredge  boats  and  snag  boats  on  upper  river,  operation  of i,  314;  in,  1733 

Gauging,  at  St.  Paul,  Minn i,322;  in,  1831 

Gauging,  including  principal  tributaries i,  301 ;  ir,  1642 

Greenville,    Miss.,    improvement   at,  by   Mississippi    River    Commis- 
sion  1,528;  v,3137 

Head  of  Passes  to  head  waters, surveys  from 1,528;  v,3137 

Head  of  Passes  to  Ohio  River,  improvement,  surveys,  etc i,528;  v,3137 

Lock  and  Dam  No.  2,  between  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis,  construction 
of i,316j  111,1809 
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Mississippi  River — Continned. 

Loatre,  Pass  a,  closing  crevasse i,  280;  ii,  1487 

Minneapolis  to  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  constmction  of  Look  and  Dam  No. 

2 1,316;  111,1809 

Missouri  Biver  to  Ohio  River,  improvement  from i,  310 ;  in,  1698 

Missouri  River  to  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  improvement  from '^^^ii  ^^>  ^^^ 

Natchez,  Miss.,  improvement  at,  by  Mississippi  River  Commission,  i,  528;  v,  3137 

New  Orleans,  La.,  defenses  of 1,28,744 

New  Orleans,  La.,  improvement   at,   by  Mississippi    River  Commis- 
sion  1,528;  v,3137 

North  McQregor,  Iowa,  construction  of  bridge  at i,  532 

Ohio  River  to  Head  of  Passes,  improvement,  surveys,  etc i,'528;  v,  3137 

Ohio  River  to  Missouri  River,  improvement  from i,  310:  ill,  1698 

Pass  aLoutre,  La.,  closing  crevasse 1,280;  u,  1487 

Pokegama  Falls,  Minn.,  operating  and  care  of  reservoir i,  318;  iii,  1816 

Pokegama  Falls,  Minn.,  reservoir  at i;317;  iii,  1812 

Prairie  du  Chien,  Wis.,  construction  of  bridge  at i,  532 

Reservoirs  at  head  waters,  construction  of i,  317 ;  lu,  1812 

Reservoirs  at  head  waters,  operating  and  care i,  318 ;  in,  1816 

Reservoirs   at  head   waters,  survey   of  Big  Stone  Lake  and   Lake 

Traverse i,322;  in,  1834 

St.  Louis  Harbor,  Mo.,  improvement  of i;312;  ni,  1730 

St.  Panl,  Minn.,  gauging i,322;  in,  1831 

St.   Paul,   Minn.,   to    Minneapolis,    construction  of    Lock    and    Dam 

No.  2 1,316;  in,  1809 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  to  Missouri  River,  improvement  from i,  314 ;  in,  1743 

Snag  boats  and  dredge  boats  on  upper  river,  operation  of i,  314 ;  in,  1733 

Snags  and  wrecks  in  lower  river,  removal  of i,  309 ;  in,  1687 

South  Pass,  La.,  inspection  of  improvement  of i,  36, 269 ;  ii,  1447 

Southwest  Pass,  survey  of i,  35, 281 ;  n,  1488 

Yicksburg  Harbor,  Miss.,  improvement  of i,  297 ;  n,  1625 

Yidalia,  La.,  improvement  at,  by  Mississippi  River  Commission..  i,528;  v, 3137 

Wrecks,  snags,  etc.,  in  lower  river,  removal  of i,  309 ;  in,  1687 

Wrecks,  snags,  etc.,  in  upper  river,  removal  of i,  314 ;  in,  1733 

Mississippi  River  Commission i,528;  v,3137 

Mississippi  River,  Hamburg  and  Western  Railway  Company,  bridge  of i,  531 

Mississippi  Sound,  defenses  of 1,28,737 

Missouri  River : 

Improvement  between  Stnbbs  Ferry  and  Sioux  City i,  32.^ ;  in,  1841 

Improvement,  surveys,  etc  ,  below  Sioux  City i,  5:^9 ;  vi,  3459 

Snagging  upper  river i.  329 ;  in,  1865 

Missouri  River  Commission i,529;  vi,3459 

Mobile  Harbor,  Ala. : 

Defenses  of 1,28,737 

Improvement  of 1,259;  u,  1425 

Moccasin  River,  N.  C.  (m0  Con  ten  tnia  Creek) ■ i,  204 ;  n,  1242 

Molcelumue  River,  Cal.,  improvement  of i,  475 ;  iv,  2941 

Money  Point,  Norfolk  Harbor,  Va.,  removal  of  wreck  of  steamer  Helen 

Smith 1,201;  n,1234 

Monongahela  Connecting  Railroad  Company,  bridge  of i,  535 

Monongahela  River,  W.  Va.  and  Pa. : 

Bridge  at  McKeesport,  Pa.,  construction  of i,531 

Bridge  at  South  Side,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  construction  of  span i,  535 

Improvement  of i,  373 ;  in.  2173 

Operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams i,  374;  in, 2182 

Monroe,  La.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Ouachita  River  by  city  of i,  531 

Monroe,  Fort,  Va.,  defenses  at 1,8,23,679 

Monroe  Harbor,  Mich.: 

Improvement  of i,  440 ;  i v,  2612 

Removal  of  wreck 1,452;  iv,2687 

Survey  of i,452;  iv,2B89 

Water  levels i,551;  vi,3779 

Moosabec  Bar,  Me.,  improvement  of i,  37, 815 

Morgan  Canal^  Tex. : 

Examination  and  survey  ibr  waterway  via i,  288 ;  ii,  1515 

Improvement  of  (see  Galveston  Bay) i,283;  n,  1505 

Operating  and  care i|2S4;  n,  1507 

Morgan,  Fort,  Ala.,  defenses  at i,8, 13,737 

Mortar  batteries 1,8 

Mosgrove,  Pa.,  constmction  of  bridge  across  Allegheny  River  near i,  535 
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Monnd  City,  111.,  preyention  of  MiuisBippi  River  from  breaking  into  Cache 

River  at i,313;  in,  17S2 

Meant  Desert,  Me.,  oonstruction  of  breakwater  to  Porcapine  Island i,  ^, 817 

Mount  Pleasant,  Cnarleston,  S.  C. : 

Construction  of  bridge  to  Sullivan  Island i,536 

Improvement  of  shore  at i»219;  n,  1283 

Mud  Lake,  La.  (Me  Mermentau  River) h^^i  ^  ^^'^ 

Mud  River,  6a.,  improvement  of  waterway  via i,  230 ;  u,  1318 

Mud  River,  Ky .,  oonstruction  of  bridge  across,  at  Rochester i,  533 

Muhlenberg  County,  Ky.,  bridge  of 1,533 

Mukwa,  Wis.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Wolf  River  by  town  of ^534 

Murderk ill  River,  DeL,  improvement  of i,  1€3;  n;  115S 

Muscle  Shoals  Canal,  Tennessee  River,  Ala.,  operating  and  care i,  344 ;  m,  1925 

Muskegon  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of ^^17;  iy,2515 

Muskingum  River,  Ohio : 

Improvement  of i,  361',  m,20M 

Operating  and  care  of  locks  and  dams i,  361;  m,2095 

Mystic  River,  Conn.,  improvement  of i,S&,945 

Mystic  River,  Mass.,  improvement  of 1,60,862 

N. 

Nandua  Creek,  Va.,  improvement  of 1*196;  n,1229 

Nansemond  Rivor/V^a.,  improvement  of i,  195;  ii,  1226 

Nauticoke  River,  Del.  and  Md.,  improvement  of i,  171 ;  ii,  1165 

Nantucket,  Mass.,  construction  of  harbor  of  refuge i,  71, 898 

Napa  River,  Cal.,  improvement  of if  ^76;  iv,2946 

Narragansett  Bay,  R.  I. : 

Defenses  of 1,13,16^603 

Improvement  of 1,77,915 

Narraguagus  Bay,  Me.,  removal  of  wreck  at  Millbridge i,  52, 838 

Narraguagus  River,  Me.,  improvement  of i,  38, 816 

Narrows  of  Lake  Champlain,  N.  Y.  and  Vt.,  improvement  of i,  180, 1046 

Natalbany  River,La.  («e0Tickfaw  River) i»270;  ii,  1465 

Natchez  Harbor,    Miss.,    improvement  of,   by  Mississippi  River  Commis- 
sion   1,528;  v,3137 

National  defense,  allotments  from  appropriation  for i,  7, 9, 14 

Naval  Observatory  grounds,  Washington,  D.  C,  survey  for  memorial  bridge 

across  Potomac  River  at i,  540;  VT,3573 

Navassa,  N.  C,  reconstruction  of  bridge  across  Cape  Fear  River  at i,  537 

Navigable  waters,  bridges  across.    See  Bridges. 

Neah  Bay,  Wash., examination  of 1,523;  iv,3082 

Negro  Cut,  Indian  River  Inlet,  Fla.  {see  Indian  River) i,  238 ;  n,  1333 

Nenalem  River  (Bay),  Oreg.,  survey  of i,503;  rv,  3009 

Nestngga  River,  Oreg.,  improvement  of 1*491;  iv,  2975 

Neuse  River,  N.  C. : 

Bridge  at  Newborn,  oonstruction  of i,535 

Improvement  of i}205;  u,  1245 

Improvement  of  waterwav  via 1,206;  ii,  1246 

Nevada  (schooner),  removal  of  wreck  of 1,52,839 

Newark,  N.  J.,  reconstruction  of  bridge  across  Passaic  River  at i,53) 

Newark  Bay,  N.  J. : 

Improvement  of  {see  Staten  Island — ^New  Jersey  channel) i,  136,  lOGO 

Removal  of  wreck  in 1,144,1073 

New  Bedford  Harbor,  Mass. : 

Defenses  of 1,16,601 

Improvement  of i,  74, 906 

Newborn,  N.  C. : 

Bridge  across  Neuse  River,  construction  of 1,535 

Bridge  across  Trent  River,  construction  of i,  533 

Improvement  of  Neuse  River  at i,  205;  n,  1245 

Improvement  of  waterway  to  Beaufort,  N.  C i,206;  ii,  1246 

Newburyport  Harbor,  Mass.,  improvement  of 1,53,847 

Newcastle,  Del.,  improvement  ot  ice  harbor  in  Delaware  River  at i,  160 ;  u,  1149 

New  Hampshire,  defenses  of  coast  of i,  14,583 

New  Haven  Harbor  Conn. : 

Construction  or  breakwaters 1,96,958 

Defenses  of 1,8,18,615 

Improvement  of 1,95,966 

New  Jersey^Staten  Maud  Qhannel,  improvement  of i,  136, 1060 
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New  KenBlngton,  Pa.,  constmotion  of  bridge  in  Allegheny  River  at i,  635 

New  Kensington  Bridge  Gompany,  bridge  of i,535 

New  London,  Conn.,  defenses  of 1,8,18,612,615 

New  Meadows  River,  Me.,  constrnction  of  bridge  across i,  535 

New  Orleans  Harbor,  La. : 

Defenses  of 1,28,744 

Improvement  by  Mississippi  River  Commission i,  528 ;  v,  3137 

Newport  Harbor,  R.  I. : 

Defenses  of 1,16,603 

Improvement  of 1,79,921 

Newport  News,  Ya.,  removal  of  wreck  of  steamer  Wyanoke i,  200 ;  ii,  1234 

Newport  River,  N.  C. : 

Improvement  of  Beaafort  Harbor i,206;  ii,1247 

Improvement  of  waterway  from  Beanfort  to  New  River i,  207 ;  n,  1249 

Improvement  of  waterway  from  Newborn  to  Beanfort i,  206 ;  u,  1246 

New  River,  N.C.: 

Improvement  of 1,208;  n,1250 

Improvement  of  waterway  to  Beanfort,  N.  C 1)207;  ii,1249 

New  River,  Ya.  and  W.  Ya.,  improvement  of i,367;  ui,2140 

New  Shorenam,  Block  Island,  R.  I. : 

Improvement  of  Great  Salt  Pond i,  83, 929 

Improvement  of  harbor  of  refnge i,  82, 926 

Newton,  Ala.,  constrnction  of  bridge  across  Chootawhatchee  River  near. ...       i,  532 

Newtown  Creek,  N.  T. : 

Bridge  at  Greenpoint  avenne,  reconstmction  of i,  536 

Bridge  obstrncting,  at  Yemon  avenue,  alteration  of i,  537, 538 

Improvement  of 1,123,1022 

Wreck,  removal  of 1,124,1025 

New  York  Central  and  Hndson  River  Railroad  Company,  bridge  of i,  534 

New  York  Harbor,  N.  Y. : 

Arthur  Kill,  improvement  of  {see  Staten  Island— New  Jersey  channel) .  i,  136, 1060 

Arthur  Kill,  removal  of  wreck 1,144,1072 

Bay  Ridge  Channel,  improvement  of,  including  triangular  area  to  Red 

Hook  Channel 1,121,1016 

Bronx  River,  construction  of  city  bridges i,  534 

Bronx  River,  improvement  of 1,114,999 

Buttermilk  Channel,  improvement  of 1,121,1016 

City  Island,  reoonstruction  of  city  bridge  to  Pelham  Bay  Park i,  538 

Defenses  of 1,11,12,13,18,624 

East  River,  modification  of  harbor  lines  at  Brooklyn i,  34, 1028 

East  River,  modification  of  harbor  lines  at  Long  Island  City i,  34, 1025 

East  River,  survey  of  Wallabout  Channel i,  124 

East  River  and  Hell  Gate,  improvement  of 1,126,1036 

Flushing  Bay,  imnrovement  of i,  118, 1008 

Fortress  commander,  duties  of,  as  to  defenses  at i,  11,579 

Gedney  Channel,  improvement  of 1^127, 1038 

Gowanus  Bay  channels  {$ee  Bay  Ridge  Channel,  etc. ) i,  121, 1016 

Gowanus  Canal  (see  Bay  Ridge  Channel,  etc.) iyl21, 1016 

Gowanus  Creek  Channel,  improvement  of i,  122, 1020 

Harlem  River,  construction  of  ci ty  bridge  across i,  533 

Harlem  River,  improvement  of 1,124,1031 

Hell  Gate,  East  River,  improvement  of 1,126,1036 

Improvement  of i,  127, 1038 

Kill  van  Kull  ($ee  Staten  Island — ^New  Jersey  channel) i,  136, 1060 

Lemon  Creek  (ate  Staten  Island— New  Jersey  channel) i,  136, 1060 

Main  ship  channel,  improvement  of 1,127,1038 

Newark  Bay,  improvement  of  (tee  Staten  Island — ^New  Jersey  channel)  i,  136, 1060 

Newark  Bay,  removal  of  wreck i,  144,1072 

New  Jersey — Staten  Island  channel,  improvement  of i,  136, 1060 

Newtown  Creek,    alteration  of    city    bridge    obstructing,  at  Yernon 

avenne 1,537,538 

Newtown  Creek,  improvement  of i;123, 1022 

Newtown  Creek,  reconstruction  of  city  bridge  at  Greenpoint  avenue.. .       i,  536 

Newtown  Creek,  removal  of  wreck i,  124, 1025 

Pelham  Bay  Park,  reoonstruction  of  city  bridge  to  City  Island i,  533 

Red  Hook  Channel,  improvement  of,  including  triangular  area  to  Bay 

Ridge  Channel 1,121,1016 

Spuyten  Duy vil  Creek,  construction  of  bridge i,  534 

Spuyten  Duy  vil  Creek,  improvement  of  («ee  Harlem  River) i,  124, 1031 

Staten  Island— New  Jersey  channel,  improvement  of i,  136, 1060 
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New  York  Harbor,  N.  Y. — Continned. 

Supervision  of l,fi27;  iv,3131 

Triangular  area  between  Bay  Ridge  and  Red  Hook  channelB,  improve- 
ment of 1,121,1016 

Wallabont  Channel,  survey  of 1^124 

Wrecks,  removal  of 1,124,128,144,1025,1041,1042,1072 

New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  Company,  bridge*  of: 

Across  Fort  Point  Channel,  Boston,  Mass i,535 

Across  Sakonnet  River  at  Tiverton,  R.  1 1,538 

New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Norfolk  Railroad  Company,  bridge  of,  across 

Southern  Branch,  Elizabeth  River,  Va 1,531 

New  York  State,  defenses  of  lake  ports  in 1,29^773 

Niagara  River,  N.  Y.  : 

Bridge  at  Lewiston,  construction  of j,dS2 

Improvement  between  Tonawanda  and  Port  Day i,  461 ;  iv,  2792 

Improvement  of  Buffalo  Harbor h^^i  iv,2756 

Improvement  of  Tonawanda  Harbor  and i,  460*,  iv,  2788 

Nomini  Creek,  y a., improvement  of i,  1^;  u,U95 

Nooksack  River,  Wash. : 

Construction  of  bridge  at  Orvis  Ferry 1,534 

Inlprovement  of  («e«  Puget  Sound) h^^^i  iv,3066 

Norfolk  Harbor,  Va. : 

Bridge  across  Southern  Branch,  Elizabeth  River,  construction  of i,  584 

Defenses  of  Hampton  Roads 1,23,679 

Improvement  of,  and  its  approaches i,  193;  ii,1223 

Improvement  of  waterway  to  Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C i,  198 ;  n,  1230 

Improvement  of  Western  Branch,  Elizabeth  River i,  195 ;  n,  1235 

Wreck  of  steamer  j?e{«fi  jSmi<A,  removal  of i}201;  ii,  1234 

North  Carolina,  defenses  of  coast  of i,  24, 692 

North  East  (Cape  Fear)  River,  N.  C. : 

Improvement  of i,  209;  n,  1252 

Reconstruction  of  bridge  at  Hilton i,5S7 

Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes : 

Defenses  of  ports  in  New  York 1,29,773 

Improvement  of  channels  in  connecting  waters i,  424 :  i v,  2546 

Surveys,  and  correcting,  printing,  and  issuing  of  charts i,  547;  vr,  3745 

Water  levels 1,551;  vi,  3779 

North  Fork,  Forked  Deer  River,  Tenn.,  improvement  of i,  331, 333 ;  ui,  1872 

North  Hero  Island,  Lake  Champlain,  Vt.,  improvement  of  channel  between 

South  Hero  Island  and i,  128 

North  Landing  River,  Va.  and  N.  C,  improvement  of  waterway  via. . .  i,  198 ;  ii,  1230 
North  McGregor,  luwa,  construction  of  bridge  across  Mississippi  River  at. ..      i,  532 

North  Point,  Md.,  shore  protection  at i,  13, 668 

Northport,  Wash.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Columbia  Ri  ver  at x,  531 

Northport,  Wis.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Wolf  River  at i,  534 

North  River,  Fla.  («««  St.  Augustine  Harbor) i,237;  n,  1382 

North  River,  N.C.,  improvement  of  waterway  via i,  198;  n,  1230 

North  River,  Wash,  (tee  Willapa  River  and  Harbor) h^^^i  i^i  3058 

Nor  walk  Harbor,  Conn. : 

Improvementof 1,104,965 

Survey  at  South  Norwalk 1,111,989 

Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad  Company,  bridges  of. 1,596 

Noxubee  River,  Miss.,  improvement  of 1^264;  ii,1440 

O. 

Oakland  Creek,  Cal..  alteration  of  bridge  at  Oakland i,538 

Oakland  Harbor,  Cal. : 

Bridge  across  San  Antonio  Estuary  (Oakland  Creek),  alteration  of i,  538 

Improvement  of i)473;  iy,2935 

Obion  River,  Tenn.,  improvement  of i,  330, 333;  iii.  1869, 1872 

Occoquan Creek,  Va.,  improvementof 1,180;  ii,1190 

Occupancy  of  public  works 1,35,538 

Occupation  of  land  temporarily  for  defensive  purposes i,  14 

Ocklawaha  River,  Fla.,  improvement  of 1,236;  11,1331 

0cm nl gee  River,  Ga. : 

Improvementof h^^f  u,  1310 

Removal  of  wreck  in i,232;  u,  1321 

Oconee  River,  Ga.,  improvement  of i>227;  n,  1308 

Oconto  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of i,386;  111,2292 


INDEX.  23 

Ooracokfl  Inlet.  N.  C,  improyement  of i>201;  ii,  1237 

Office  of  theCnlef  of  Engineers,  officers  on  duty i,  553 

Oedensbnrg  Harbor, N.  Y., improvement  of i, 468;  iv,  2812 

Ohio  River : 

Bellaire— Benwood  Bridge,  construction  of i,  531 

Dams  Nos.  2, 3, 4, 5,  and  6,  construction  of i,359;  ni,2080 

Davis  Island  Dam,  Pa.,  operating  and  care i,  358 ;  in,  2077 

Falls  of,  including  Indiana  Chu to,  improvement  of i,  347 ;  in,  1951 

Gauging  («««  Mississippi  River) i,301;  ii,  1642 

General  improvement i,356;  iii,2042 

Louisville  and  Portland  Canal,  operating  and  care i,  349 ;  iii,  1957 

Louisville  and  Portland  Canal,  reconstruction  of  bridge  across i,  531 

Marietta  to  Pittsburg,  survey  for  dams i,372;  iu,2157 

Marietta — Williamstown  Bridge,  construction  of i,  531 

Snag  boat,  operation  of i,358;  in,  2070 

Okanoffan  River,  Wash.,  survey  of i,526;  iv,3121 

Old  Colony  Railroad  Company,  bridges  of i,535 

Old  Harbor,  Chatham,  Mass.,  removal  of  wreck  in i,  69, 883 

Olympia  Harbor,  Wash. : 

Improvement  of i,516;  iv,3070 

Survey  of  Deschutos  River  at i,524;  iy,3094 

Ontario  Lake : 

See  aleo  Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes. 

Defenses  of 1,29,773 

Water  levels i,551;  vi,3779 

Ontonagon  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of i,  381 ;  in,  2242 

Orange  Mills  Flats,  St.  Jonns  River,  Fla.,  plans  for  improvement  at. ..  i,  245 ;  u,  1343 

Orleans,  Mass.,  removal  of  wreck  oil  Cape  Cod,  near 1,69,883 

Orvis  Ferry,  Wash.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Nooksack  River  at i,  534 

Osage  County,  Mo.,  bridge  of i,  533 

Osage  River,  Mo.,  improvement  by  Missouri  River  Commission i,  529 ;  vi,  3459 

Oswegatchie  River,  N.  Y.  (tee  Ogdeusburg  Harbor) i,  468 ;  iv,  2812 

Oswego  Harbor,  N.  Y, : 

Improvement  of i,465;  zv,2806 

Water  levels. i,551;  vi,3779 

Otter  Creek^  Yt.,  Improvement  of 1,130,1045 

Ouachita  River,  Ark.  and  La. : 

Bridge  at  Monroe,  La.,  construction  of i,531 

Improvement  of i,293;  ii,  1594 

Survey  for  locks  and  dams i,  302 

P. 

Palatka,  Fla.,  plans  for  improvement  of  St.  Johns  River  below i,  245 ;  n,  1343 

PamlicoRiver,N.C.,  improvement  of i,  203;  ii,  1240 

Pamnnkey  River,  Ya.,  improvement  of i,  189;  n,  1208 

Pascagoula  River,  Miss.,  improvement  of i,  265 ;  ii,  1441 

Pasquotank  River,  N.  C,  improvement  of i,  200;  ii,  1233 

Passaic  River,  N.  J. : 

Improvement  of i,  135,1059 

Reconstruction  of  bridge  at  Newark i,  533 

Pass  a  Loutre,  Mississippi  River,  La.,  dosing  crevasse i,  280 ;  ii,  1487 

Patapsco  River,  Md. : 

Defenses  of  Baltimore 1,13,21,658 

Improvement  at  Spring  Garden,  Baltimore i,  177 ;  ii,  1181 

Improvement  of  channel  to  Curtis  Bay if  176;  ii,  1180 

Improvement  of,  including  channel  to  Baltimore <)  175 ;  ii,  1175 

Wrecks,  removal  of i,  177 ;  n,  1 181 

Patchogue  River,  N.Y.,  improvement  of ',119, 1010 

Pawcatuck  River,  R.  I.  and  Conn.,  improvement  of i,  85, 941 

Pawtucket  River,  R.  I.,  improvement  of i,  76, 918 

Pearl  River,  Miss.,  improvement  of: 

Below  Jackson i,266;  ii,  1443 

Carthage  to  Jackson i,  267;  n,  1444 

Edinbursto  Carthage i,267;  ii,  1445 

Pease  Creek,  Fla.,  improvement  of i»240;  ii,  1335 

Peekskill  Harbor,  N.Y.,  improvement  of 1,135,1058 

Pekin,  111.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Illinois  River  at i,  534 

Pelham  Bav  Park,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  reconstruction  of  bridge  to  City  Island.       i,  533 
Pend  Oreille  River,  Idaho  and  Wash.,  survey  of i,  526 ;  i v,  3124 
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Penobseot,  Me. : 

Improvement  of  Bagadace  Riyerat 1,40,831 

Survey  of  Basadace  River  ap  to  village  of i,  53, 842 

Penobscot  River,  Me. : 

Defenses  of 1,14,588 

Improvement  of « 1,41,822 

Pensacola  Harbor,  Fla. : 

Defenses  of 1,27,725 

Improvement  of i)254;  u,  1397 

Pensankee  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of i,  387;  iu,2294 

Pent  water  Harbor,  Micb. ,  improvement  of 1, 418;  iv,  2620 

Peoria  and  Pekiu  Traction  Company,  bridge  of i,534 

Pere  Marquette  Lake,  Mich,  (see  Ladington  Harbor) i,  418;  iv,  2522 

Perry  (steamboat),  removal  of  wreck  of if  175;  n,  1172 

Petaluma  Creek,  Cal.,  Improvement  of. 1*477;  iy,2947 

Petoskev  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of i»423;  iv,2535 

Philadelphia,  Pa. : 

Defenses  of  Delaware  River 1,20,837 

Improvement  of  Delaware  River  at iyI47;  ii,1086 

Improvement  of  Schuylkill  River 1,148;  n,  1088 

Survey  of  Delaware  River  at  and  below i,  156;  n,  1105 

Survey  of  Schuylkill  River i,157;  ii,1114 

Wreck  in  Schuylkill  River,  removal  of 1,156;  11,1104 

Piers,  occupancy  or  injury  of 1,^,538 

Pigeon  bayous,  La.,  improvement  of i,  272;  n,  1471 

Pike  Creek,  Wis.  («d0  Kenosha  Harbor) i,396;  ni,2333 

Pine  Lake,  Mich.  («Mi  Charlevoix  Harbor) Iy422;  iy.2632 

Pine  River,  Mich.,  improvement  of i>^34;  iy,2588 

Pine  River,  Minn. : 

Operating  and  care  of  reservoir i,  318;  in,  1816 

Reservoir  at i|317;  iii,1812 

Pittsburg,  Pa. : 

Ses  also  Ohio,  Monongahela,  and  Allegheny  rivers. 

Bridge  across  Allegheny  River  to  Sharpsburg,  construction  of i,  537 

Bridge  across  Monongahela  River  at  South  Side,  construction  of  span. .       i,  535 

Pittsburg  and  Lake  Erie  Railroad  Company,  bridge  of i,  535 

Pittsburg  and  Sharpsbur j^  Bridge  Company,  bridge  of i^  537 

Plaquemme  Bayou,  La.,  impiovement  of i,  272;  n,  1471 

Plymouth  Harbor,  Mass.,  improvement  of 1,67,877 

Pooomoke  River,  Md.,  improvement  of I»I73;  11,1168 

Point  Judith,  R.  I. : 

Construction  of  harbor  of  refuse i>80, 923 

Improvement  of  entrance  to  Point  Judith  Pond z,  80, 926 

Point  Judith  Pond,  R.  I. : 

Improvement  of  entrance 1,80,926 

Survey  of  inner  harbor ii  84, 935 

Pokegama  Falls,  Mississippi  River,  Miuu. : 

Operating  and  care  of  reservoir i,  318;  in,  1816 

Reservoir  at i,  317;  ni,  1812 

PoUoksville,  N.  C,  reconstruction  of  bridge  across  Trent  River,  near i,  536 

Ponchatou la  River,  La.  (seeTickfaw  River) i,270;  ii,  1465 

Poutchartrain  Lake,  La.,  removal  of  wreck  in i,  281 ;  ii,  1489 

Pophaui,  Fort,  Me.,  defenses  at <»  8, 14, 583 

Porcupine  Island,  Me. ,  construction  of  breakwater  to  Mount  Desert i>  38, 817 

Portage    Lake,    Manistee    County,    Mich.,    improvement    of    harbor    of 

refuge i,4L20;  ly,  2526 

Portage  Lake  and  River,  Houghton  County,  Mich. : 

Improving  and  operating  and  care  of  waterway  via i,  3S2, 383;  in,  2244 

Rebuilding  bridge  between  Houghton  and  Hancock i,  537 

Port  Chester  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 1,112,998 

Port  Clinton  Harbor,  Ohio,  improvement  of i,  443 ;  ly,  2647 

Port  Huron,  Mich. : 

Construction  of  city  bridge  across  Black  River i,  538 

Harbor  lineA  in  St.  Clair  River,  establishment  of i,  34 ;  ly,  2607 

Improvement  of  Black  River  at i,433;  iy,2586 

Port  Jefferson  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 1,115,1002 

Portland,  Oreg. : 

Improvement  of  Willamette  River  above i,  504 ;  ly,  3025 

Improvement  of  Willamette  River  below i,505;  iy,S031 
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Portland  Harbor,  Me. : 

Defenses  of ; 1,14,588 

Improvement  of 1,47,832 

Port  Orford  Harbor.  Oreg. : 

Improvement  of 'y479;  iv,2958 

Survey  of i,502;  iv,SOOS 

Port  Royal,  8.  C,  defenses  of 1,8,13,25,703 

Portsmouth  Harbor,  N.  H.,  defenses  of 1,14,591 

Port  Washington  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of i,  393 ;  iii,  2322 

Potomac  River : 

Aqnednct  Bridge  at  Washington,  D.  C,  repair  of z,  539 ;  vi,  3571 

Defenses  of  Washington,  D.  C 1,22,667 

Eastern  Branch  ( Anacostia  River),  improvement  of i,  192 

Eastern  Branch  (Anacostia  River),  survey  for  bridge  at  Washington  i,  541 ;  vi,  3598 

Great  Falls  pam,  raising  height  of i,  545 ;  vi,  3658 

Improvement  at  Washington,  D.  C i»178;  n,  1183 

Memorial  bridge  from  Washington,  D.  C,  to  Arlington  estate,ya.,  survey 

for 1,540;  vi,3573 

Powow  River,  Mass.,  improvement  of 1,55,851 

Prairie  dn  Chien,  Wis.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Mississippi  River  at ..       i,  532 
Preliminary  examinations: 

Compilation  of 1 i,35 

Estimate  for 1,527 

Presqne  Isle  Bay  and  Peninsula,  Pa.  {see  Erie  Harbor) i,  455 ;  iv,  2737 

Projects  for  river  and  harbor  improvements,  compilation  of i,  35 

Providence  River,  R.  I. : 

Improvement  of i,  77, 915 

Removal  of  Green  Jacket  Shoal,  at  Providence i,  78, 918 

Provincetown  Harbor,  Mass.,  improvement  of i,  68, 879 

Public  buildings  and  grounds,  District  of  Columbia,  improvement  and 

care i,546;  vi,3661 

Public  works,  occupancy  and  injury  of 1,35,538 

Puget  Sound,  Wash. : 

Defenses  of. 1,13,32,803 

Improvement  of,  and  tributaries i)^14;  iy,3066 

Improvement  of  waterway  to  lakes  Union  and  Washington i,  516;  iv,  3072 

Pulaski,  Fort,  Ga.,  defenses  at 1,8,26,707 

Puyallup  River,  Wash.,  survey  of  mouth  of ij524;  IY,3098 

Q. 

Queen  Anne's  Railroad  Company,  bridge  of i,  535 

Queenstown  Harbor,  Md. ,  improvement  of i»  174 ;  ii,  1170 

Quillayute  Harbor  and  River,  Wash.,  survey  of . ., i,  524 ;  iv,  3090 

Quincy,  111.,  reconstruction  of  bridge  across  Quincy  Bay  at i,  533 

Quincy  Bay,  111. : 

Improvement  of  («ee  Mississippi  River) i)314;  ni,  1743 

Reconstruction  of  bridge  at  Quincy i,533 

Quinnipiac  River,  Conn,  {see  New  Haven  Harbor) i,  95, 955 

Qnonocontaug,  R.  I.,  removal  of  wreck  olf 1,84,931 

B. 

Racine  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of 1,395;  in, 2330 

Raisin  River,  Mich. : 

Improvement  of  Monroe  Harbor i,  440;  iv,  2612 

Survey  of  Monroe  Harbor i,462;  iv,2689 

Wreck  in  Monroe  Harbor,  removal  of i,452;  iv,2687 

Rancocas  River,  N.  J.,  improvement  of i,  153;  ii,  1097 

Rapid-fire  guns i,  8 

Rapid  Railroad  Company,  bridge  of i,  534 

Rappahannock  River,  Va.,  improvement  of i,  184 ;  ii,  1198 

Raritan  Bay,  N.  J.,  improvement  of i,  139, 1065 

Raritan  River,  N.  J.,  improvement  of 1,137,1062 

Reconnaissances  and  explorations  in  military  departments i,  552 ;  vi,  3783 

Red  Hook  Channel,  New  York  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of,  including  tri- 
angular area  to  Bay  Ridge  Channel i,  121, 1016 

Red  Lake  and  Red  Lake  River,  Minn,  {see  Red  River  of  the  North)..  i,320;  ui,  1827 
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Red  River,  La.  and  Ark. : 

Gangring  (800  Miflsissippi  River) 1,301;  ii,1642 

Improvement  above  Fulton,  Ark ^^1;  ii,  1588 

Improvement  below  Fnlton,  Ark ijSSS;  u,  1575 

Rectification  of  month  by  MissisHippi  River  Commission i,  528;  v,  3137 

Red  River  of  the  North,  Minn,  and  N.  Dak.,  improvement  of i,  330;  m,  1827 

Reservoirs: 

Construction  of,  at  head  waters  of  Mississippi  River i,  317;  m,  1812 

Examination  of  sites  in  Wyoming  and  Colorado  for i,  469 ;  iv,  2S15, 2917 

Operating  and  care  of,  at  head  waters  of  Mississippi  River i,  S18;  in,  1816 

Survey  of  Big  Stone  Lake  and  Lake  Traverse,  Minn.,  for i,  322;  m,  1834 

Reynoldton,  Pa.,  reconstruction  of  bridge  across  Youghiogheny  River  at i,  535 

Rhode  Island, defenses  of  coast  of i,16,G01 

Rivers  and  harbors : 

Appropriations 1,32,33,34 

Compilation  of  examinations,  surveys,  projects,  and  appropriatfbns i,  35 

Continuing  contracts 1,33 

Estimates  for  examinations,  surveys,  and  contingencies i,  527 

Estimates  for  improvement  of ];,&,34 

Expenditures  during  fiscal  year  1898 1,33 

Improvemeut  of i,32 

Riverton,  Ala. : 

Improvement  of  Tennessee  River  below if341;  iii,1901 

Survey  of  Tennessee  River  below i,347 

Roanoke  Kiver,  N. C,  imj^rovement  of i,  199;  n,1232 

Rochester,  Ky.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Mud  River  at i,  533 

Rock  Creek,  Washington,  D.  C,  plans  and  estimates  for  bridge  aoroes.  i,  541 ;  vi,  3606 

Rockhall  Harbor,  Md., improvement  of ^9  174;  ii,1171 

Rockland  Harbor,  Me.,  improvement  of i,  42,823 

Rook  Point,  Md.,  defenses  at 1,666 

Rock  River,  Dl.,  operating  and  care  of  canal  around  rapids  at  Milan .  i,  408;  iv,  2486 
Rodman  Neck,  New  York  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  reconstruction  of  bridge  to  City 

Island 1,533 

Rollins  Ferry,  Mo.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Gasconade  River  at i,  533 

Romerly  Marsh,  6a.,  improvement  of  waterway  via i,  230;  n,  1318 

Rondout  Harbor,  N.  Y^improvement  of i,  134, 1057 

Root  River,  Wis.  (tea  Kacine  Harbor) i,395;  iii,2830 

Roth  wells  Landing,  Smyrna  River,  Del.,  removal  of  wreck  at i,  175;  u,  1172 

Rouge  River,  Mich. : 

Bridge  at  Delray,  construction  of 1,584 

Construction  of  turning  basin iy438;  iy,2589 

Improvement  of ^ h^^i  iv,  2598 

Survey  of i,*40;  iv,2e06 

Roush  River,  Ky. : 

Improvement  of '. '»354;  m,  2009 

Operating  and  care  of  lock  and  dam 1,355;  ui, 2010 

Round  Lake, Mich,  (see  Charlevoix  Harbor) h^^f  rv, 2583 

Budolphf  Annie  E.  (schooner),  removal  of  wreck  of i,  69, 883 

Rumsey,  Ky.,  reconstruction  of  look  in  Green  River  at i,  352 ;  in,  1985 

S. 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex. : 

Defenses  of 1.8,28,76$ 

Improvement  of  harbor  at i>27o;  ii,  1483 

Sabine  River,  Tex.,  improvement  of i»279;  u,  1485 

Sacketts  Harbor,  N.  Y. ,  improvement  of  harbor  at i,  466 ;  i v,  2809 

Saco  River,  Me.,  improvement  of 1,49,834 

Sacramento  River,  Cal. : 

Bridge  at  Tehama,  alteration  of i,537 

Improvement  bv  California  D6bris  Commission i, 530 ;  vi, 3549 

Improvement  of 19^75;  iv,  2942 

Saginaw,  Mich.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Saginaw  River  by  city  of....      i,  534 

Saginaw  River,  Mich. : 

Bridge  at  Saginaw,  construction  of • r,534 

Improvement  of 1,430;  iv,  2579 

Surveys  of 1,439,440;  iv,  2600, 2604 

St.  Augustine  Harbor,  Fla. : 

Defenses  of 1,8,26,716 

Improvement  of 1,237;  u,  1333 

St.  Clair  Lake,  Mich.,  construction  of  bridge  across i,  534 
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8t.  Clair  River  and  St.  Clair  Flats  Canal,  Mich. : 

Harbor  lines  at  Port  Hnron,  establishment  of i,  84 ;  iv,  2607 

Improvement  of  canal i|435;  iVy259I 

Operating  and  care  of  canal i,436;  iv,2592 

St.  Croix  River,  Wis.  and  Minn.,  improvement  of i,  S20 ;  in,  1823 

St.  Francis  Lake,  Ark.,  constrnction  of  bridge  acros8,.near  Lake  City i,  532 

St.  Francis  River,  Mo.  and  Ark. : 

Improvement  in  Arkansas i,307;  n,  1673 

Improvement  in  Missoori i,308;  ii,  1675 

Survey  up  to  Wittsburg,  Ark i,308;  n,1678 

St.  Johns  River,  Fla. : 

Defenses  of 1,8,26,716 

Improvement  at  Orange  Mills  Flats,  plans  for z,  245;  ii,  1343 

Improvement  between  Jacksonville  and  the  ocean i,  234;  n,  1327 

Improvement  of  Yolnsia  Bar i,  235;  u,  1330 

St.  Joseph  River  and  Harbor,  Mich. : 

Harbor  lines  at  St.  Joseph,  modification  of i,  34 

Improvement  of  harbor Iy410;  iv,  2494 

Improvement  of  river 1^411;  iv,2499 

St.  Lawrence  River,  N.  Y. : 

Improvement  of  Cape  Vincent  Harbor 1,466;  iv,2809 

Improvement  of  Ogdensbnrg  Harbor iy468;  iv,28]2 

Improvement  of  shoals  between  Sister  Islands  and  Crossover  Light,  and 

between  Ogdensburg  and  Lake  Ontario i,  467 ;  iv,  2810 

St.Lonis,  Mo.,  improvement  of  harbor  at iy312;  ui,  1730 

St.  Louis  Bay  and  River,  Minn,  and  Wis.  (sm  Dnlnth  and  Superior  Har- 
bor)  1,379;  ui,2223 

St.  Lucia  Inlet  and  River,  Fla.,  survey  of i|246;  ii,  1348 

St.  Martin  Parish,  La.,  bridge  of i,536 

St.  Martinville,  La.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Bayou  Teche  at  Breauz 

Bridffe 1,536 

St.  Marys  Falls  Canal,  Mich. : 

Commerce  of,  for  calendar  year  1897 iv,2564 

Operating  and  care 1^427;  iv,2561 

St.  Marys  River,  Mich. : 

Commerce  passinff,  for  calendar  year  1897 IY,2564 

Improvement  at  the  falls h^^i  iv,2554 

Improvement  of  Hay  Lake  Channel iy427;  iy,2572 

Operating  and  care  of  St. Marys  Falls  Canal iy427;  iv,  2561 

water  levels  at  Sault  St«.  Marie z,551;  vi,3779 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  gau^ng  Mississippi  River  at i,  322 ;  uz,  1831 

St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railway  Company,  bridges  of i,  534 

Sakonnet  River,  B.  I. : 

Bridge  obstructing,  at  Tiverton i,  538 

Increasing  width  and  depth  of  draw  opening  in  stone  bridge i»  76;  911 

Salem,  Oreg.,  survey  of  Willamette  River  opposite i,  510 ;  iv,  3061 

Salmon  Bay,  Wash.,  improvement  of  waterway  via i,  516 ;  iv,  3072 

Salt  Pond,  Harwich,  Mass.,  examination  of : i,  84, 934 

Salt  Rock,  W.  Ya.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Ouyandotte  River  at i,  533 

San  Antonio  Estuary,  Oakland,  Cal.,  alteration  of  bridge  across i,  538 

Sandbeach,  Lake  Huron,  Mich. : 

Improvement  of  harbor  of  refuge i|432;  iy,2583 

Water  levels i,551;  vi,3779 

San  Diego  Harbor,  Cal: 

Defenses  of i,  30, 775 

Improvement  of 1^470;  iv,2927 

SandusKy  Harbor,  Ohio : 

Harbor  lines,  establishment  of i,34;  iv,2733 

Improvement  of i>443;  iv,2650 

Survey  of  bar  at  mouth i,454;  iv,2708 

Sandy  Bay,  Cape  Ann,  Mass.,  construction  of  harbor  of  refuge i,  56, 853 

Sandy  Hook,  N.  J.,  defenses  at 1,12,19,20,631 

Sandy  Lake,  Minn. : 

Operating  and  care  of  reservoir i,318;  in,  1816 

Reservoir  at i,317;  iu,18l2 

San  Francisco  Harbor  and  Bay,  Cal : 

Defenses  of 1,8,11,30,779 

Improvement  of  Oakland  Harbor '>473;  iy,2935 

Survey  of  certain  rocks  in  harbor i,469:  iv,  2923 

San  Jacinto  River,  Tex«,  examination  and  survey  for  waterway  via. ..  i,  288;  u,  1515 
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San  Joaquin  River,  Cal. : 

Improyement  by  California  D^ris  Commisaion i,  530 ;  vi,  3649 

Improvement  of Iy473;  iv,293S 

San  Leandro  Estnary,  Cal.  (see  Oakland  Harbor) i,  473 ;  iv,  2935 

San  Luis  Obispo  Harbor,  Cal.,  improvement  of i,  472 ;  iv,  2932 

San  Pedro,  Cal.,  oonstructioB  of  bridge  aoross  a  slough  of  Wilmington 

Lagoon i,536 

San  Pedro  Bay,  Cal.,  oonstruotion  of  deep-water  harbor i,  470 ;  rv,  2929 

Santee  Eiver,  S.  C,  improvement  of ' i»216;  u,  1275 

Santiam  River,  Oreg.,  examination  of i,510;  it,  5047 

Sarasota  Bay,  Fla.,  improvement  of i}241;  iz,  1337 

Sasanoa  River,  Me.,  improvement  of i,46t,890 

Saugatuck  Harbor,  Mich.^  improvement  of ^413,*  iv, 2604 

Saugatuck  River,  Conn.,  improvement  of 1,102,964 

Sangerties  Harbor,N.Y.,  improvement  of 1,134,1056 

Sank  River,  Wis.  («60  Port  Washington  Harbor) 1,393;  iii,2322 

Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Mich. : 

Commerce  passing  canals  at,  for  calendar  year  1897 iv,  2564 

Water  levels  at i,651;  vi,STI9 

Savannah  River  and  Harbor,  Oa. : 

Defenses  of 1,25,707 

Harbor  lines  at  Savannah i,34 

Improvement  of  channel  to  Beaufort,  S.  C.  (see  Savannah  Harbor) .  i,  221 ;  ii,  1291 

Improvement  of  harbor i»221;  ii,1291 

Improvementof  river  above  Augusta i>224;  11,1301 

Improvement  of  river  between  Augusta  and  Savannah i,  223 ;  n,  1299 

Improvement  of  waterway  to  Femandina,  Fla i,  230 ;  ii,  1318 

Say ville,  N.  Y. ,  improvement  of  Browns  Creek i,  119, 1012 

Scappoose  Bay  and  Creek,  Oreg.,  examination  of . . ; i,  509 ;  iv,  3043 

Schuylkill  River,  Pa. : 

Improvementof h^^'t  1I9IO89 

Survey  of i,  157;  ii,1114 

Wreck,  removal  of 1,156;  11, 1104 

Scituate  Harbor,  Mass.,  improvement  of i,  65, 875 

Seacoast  defenses.    See  Fortifications. 

Sea  walls 1,13 

Sebewaing  River,  Mich.,  improvement  of 1*431;  rv,  2581 

Secretary  Creek, Md.  («m  Warwick  River) h^^l  n,  1163 

Seekonk  River,  R.I.  (9e0  Pawtucket  River) 1,76,913 

SellerSf  David  W,  (boat),  removal  of  wreck  of i,  156;  n,  1104 

Shag  Rocks,  San  Francisco  Harbor,  Cal.,  survey  of i,  4^ ;  iv,  2928 

Sharpsburg,  Pa.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Allegheny  River  at i,  537 

Sheboygan  Harbor,  Wis. : 

Improvementof i, 392;  in, 2320 

Survey  of i,399 

Shiawassee  River,  Mich.,  survey  of i,  439;  iv,2600 

Ship  Island  Harbor,  Miss.,  survey  of  channel  to  Gulfport i,  269 

Ship  Island  Pass,  Miss.,  survey, of i,269 

Ship  John  Light,  Delaware  Bay,  removal  of  wreck  of  Lottie  K.  Friend 

near i,156;  n,1104 

Shoal  Harbor,  N.  J^  improvement  of 1,141,1068 

Shoal  water  Bay,  Wash,  {see  Willapa  River  and  Harbor) i,  511 ;  iv,  3058 

Shrewsbury  River,  N.  J.,  improvement  of 1,142,1069 

Siletz  River,  Orez.,  examination  of i,  501 ;  - 1 v,  2998 

Sinepnxen t  Bay,  Md.,  improvement  of  waterway  via i,  166 ;  n,  1156 

Sioux  City,  Iowa: 

Improvement  of  Missouri  River  at  and  above i,  323 ;  in,  1841 

Improvement  of  Missouri  River  below i,  529;  vi,  3459 

Sites  for  fortifications,  acquisition  of i,  13 

Siuslaw  River,  Orec.,  improvement  of i|^7;  iv,2970 

Six-mile  Island,  Allegheny  River,  Pa.,  construction  of  lock  and  dam.  i,  376;  in,  2206 
Skagit  River,  Wash. : 

Improvement  of  («0«Puget  Sound) i»514;  IY,3066 

Survey  up  to  Sedro i,  525;  iy,3113 

Slack- water  navigation.    See  Canals. 

Smithy  Helen  (steamer),  removal  of  wreck  of ^ if  201;  11, 1234 

Smithy  Mary  B.  (schooner),  removal  of  wreck  of. 1,84,981 

Smyrna  River,  Del. : 

Improvementof i,  162;  n,  1151 

Removal  of  wreck  in i>175;  11, 1173 
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Snake  River,  Idaho  and  Wash. : 

Bridge  between  Lewiston,  Idaho,  and  Concord,  Wash.,  constraction  of..      i,  532 

Improvement  op  to  Asotin,  Wash i,493;  iv,  2977 

Survey  op  to  Riparia,  Wash i,503;  iv,3018 

Snohomish  River,  Wash. : 

Improvement  of  (tea  Paget  Sonnd) i,5U;  iv,3066 

Improvement  of  Everett  Harbor i,518;  iv,  3075 

Snoqualmie  River,  Wash.  (•««  Paget  Soand) i,514;  iy,3066 

Solomons  Lamp  Light,  Chesapeake  Bay,  Md.,  removal  of  wreck  near,  i,  175;  ii,  1172 
Sonoma  Rock,  San  Francisco  Harbor,  Cal.  (see  Two  Mission  Rocks). .  i,  469;  iv,  2923 
South  Bass  Island,  Lake  Erie,  Ohio,  survey  of  Starve  Island  Reef  near,  i,  453;  iv,  2705 
South  Branch,  Chicago  River,  111. : 

Construction  of  bridge  across  South  Fork  of. i,  533 

Improvement  of i|401;  iv,  2421 

South  Carolina,  defenses  of  coast  of i,  24, 697 

South  Chicago  Harbor,  1)1.  ($ee  Calumet  Harbor) i,402;  rv,  2425 

Southeastern  and  Atlantic  Railroad  Company,  bridge  of i,  534 

Southern  Branch,  Elizabeth  River,  Ya. : 

Bridge  at  Norfolk,  construction  of i,  534 

Improvement  of  (tse  Norfolk  Harbor) i,193;  ii,1223 

Wreck  of  atetaneT  Melen  Smiihf  removal  of h^^t  u,  1234 

Southern  Pacific  Company,  bridge  of i,537 

Southern  rivers,  water-hyacinth  obstructions  in i,  35 

South  Fork,  Forked  Deer  River,  Tenn.  ($ee  Forked  Deer  River) i,  331 ;  iii,  1872 

South  Fork  of  South  Branch,  Chicago  River,  111. : 

Constraction  of  bridge  across i,  538 

Improvement  of i>401;  iv,  2421 

South  Haven  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of i,  412 ;  iv,  2501 

South  Hero  Island,  Lake  Champlain,  Yt.,  improvement  of  channel  between 

North  Hero  Island  and i,  128 

South  Milwankee  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of i,  395 ;  in,  2328 

South  Norwalk  Harbor,  Conn. : 

Improvement  of  {see  Norwalk  Harbor) i,  104, 966 

Survey  of 1,111,989 

Soath  Pass,  Mississippi  River,  La.,  inspection  of  improvement  of. .  i,  36, 269;  ii,  1447 

Southport,  N.  C,  defenses  at i,  693 

South  River,  N.  J.,  improvement  of 1,138,1064 

South  Side,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  construction  of  bridge  span  in  Monongahela 

River  at i,535 

Southwest  Pass,  Mississippi  River,  snrvey  of i,  35, 281 ;  ii,  1488 

Spriogdale,  Pa.,  construction  of  lock  and  dam  in  Allegheny  River  at.  i,  376;  in,  2206 
Spring  Garden^  Baltimore,  Md.,  improvement  of  Patapsoo  River  at.,  i,  177;  ii,  1181 
Spuyton  Duyvil  Creek,  N.  Y. : 

Construction  of  bridee  across i,  534 

Improvement  of  (tea  Harlem  River) 1,124,1031 

Squan  River,  N.  J.  («e«  Manasquan  River) 1,143,1070 

Stage  Harbor,  Mass.  («m  Chatham  Harbor) i,  69, 882 

Stamford  Harbor,  Conn.,  improvement  of 1,107,970 

Starve  Island  Reef,  Lake  Erie,  Ohio,  survey  of 1,453;  iv,  2705 

Staten  Island— New  Jersey  channel,  improvement  of i,  136, 1060 

Steamboat  River,  Minn.,  constraction  of  bridge  across i,  534 

Stillaguamish  River,  Wash.  (t««  Puget  Sound) i}514;  it,  3066 

Stookbridge  Landing,  Lake  Winnebago,  Wis.  («mFox  River) i,397;  in,  2338 

Stonington,  Conn. : 

Construction  of  harbor  of  refage i,  86, 944 

Defenses  of 1,8,18,615 

Structures  built  by  the  United  States,  occupancy  or  injury  of i,  35, 538 

Sturgeon  Bay  and  Lakte  Michigan  Canal,  Wis. : 

Construction  of  harbor  of  refage  at  eastern  entrance i,  389 ;  ni ,  2308 

Improvement  of i,388;  m,2297 

Operating  and  care 1,389;  ni,2303 

Submarine  mines i,  12 

Sullivan  Falls,  Sullivan  River,  Me.,  improvement  of  harbor  at i,  39, 818 

Sullivan  Island,  Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C. : 

Construction  of  bridge  across  Breach  Inlet i,  536 

Construction  of  bridge  to  Mount  Pleasant i,536 

Improvement  of  shore  at i;219;  ii,  1283 

Sullivan  River,  Me.,  improvement  of  harbor  at  Sullivan  Falls i,  39, 818 

Sulphur  River,  Ark.  and  Tex.  (MtfRedRiver) 1,289;  ii,1575 

Superior  Bay,  Minn,  and  Wis. : 

Improvement  of  (tee  Duluth  and  Superior  Harbor) i,  879 ;  ui,  2223 

Removal  of  wreck  in ^ • v;^»&\\xv^*3afiSV 
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Superior  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of 1,379;  ni, 

Superior  Lake : 

See  aUo  Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes. 

Commerce  via  St.  Marys  River  for  calendar  year  1897 iv,  25G4 

Improvement   and   operating   and    care    of  waterway  to  Keweenaw 

Bay , 1,382,383;  in, 2244 

Water  levels i,  551;  vi,3779 

Supervision  of  the  harbor  of  New  York,  N.  Y i,  527;  iv,  3131 

Surveys : 

Compilation  of ^ i,  35 

Estimate  for i,  527 

In  military  departments j,o52;  vi,3783 

Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes 1^547;  vi,  3745 

Susquehanna  River,  Md.,  improvement  of itl^»  n,  1157 

Suwanee  River,  Fla.,  improvement  of ij^^i  u,  1341 

Swinomish  Slouch,  Wasn. ,  improvement  of i,  519 ;  iv,  30T6 

Sylvia  de  Gra8$e  (steamer),  removal  of  wreck  of i,  507 ;  iv,  3099 

Sy nepuxent  Bay,  Md.,  improvement  of  waterway  via i,  166 ;  n,  1156 

T. 

Tallahatchie  River,  Miss.,  improvement  of 1,299;  u,  1637 

Tampa,  Fla. : 

Defenses  of  ..' 1,8,26,718 

Improvement  of  Hillsboro  Bay  and  River  up  to h^^'t  n,  1357 

Tampa  Bay,  Fla. : 

Defenses  of 1,8,26,718 

Survey  from  Port  Tampa  to  mouth i,248 

Tar  River,  N.  C,  improvement  of i,203;  ii,  1240 

Taunton  River,  Mass.,  improvement  of i,  75, 910 

Taylors  Bayou,  Tex.,  construction  of  bridge  across i,  535 

Tchefuncte  River,  La.,  improvement  of i,  270;  n,  1464 

Teche  Bayou,  La. : 

Bridge  at  Breaux  Bridge,  St.  Martinville,  construction  of i,  538 

Bridge  at  Calumet  Plantation, construction  of i, 536 

Improvement  of Ir274;  ii,1475 

Tehama,  Cal.,  alteration  of  bridge  across  Sacramento  River  at i,  537 

Telegraph  and  telephone  connections  between  Executive  Mansion  and  the 

Departments,  Washington,  D.  C 1,647;  vi, 3734,3743 

Temporary  defenses i,8 

Temporary  occupation  of  land  for  defensive  purposes i,  14 

Tennessee  River,  Tenn.,  Ala.,  and  Ky. : 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  improvement  above i,  340 ;  iii,  1892 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  to  Decatur,  Ala.,  improvement  from i,  341;  iii,  1895 

Danville,  Tenn.,  reconstruction  of  bridge « i,  538 

Decatur  to  Florence,  Ala. ,  improvement  from i,  341 ;  in,  1897 

Florence  to  foot  of  Bee  Tree  Shoals,  Ala.,  improvement  from ....  i,  341 ;  ni,  1><98 

Gauging  (fM  Mississippi  River) i,301;  ii,  1642 

Muscle  Shoals  Canal,  operating  and  care i,  344 ;  ni,  1925 

River  system 1,339;  in,  1891 

Riverton,  Ala.,  improvement  below 1)341;  ui,  1901 

Riverton,  Ala.,  survey  below i  347 

Tensas  River,  La.,  improvement  of i,295;  n,  1616 

Thames  River,  Conn. : 

Constraction  of  bridges  across  Long  Cove  and  Clarks  Cove i,  536 

Improvement  of 1,89,947 

The  Board  of  Engineers 1,5,537 

Thimble  Shoal  Light,  Chesapeake  Bay,  removal  of  wreck  near i,  201;  ii,  1235 

Thompson,  Daniel,  bridge  of 1, 535 

Three  Brothers  (schooner),  removal  of  wreck  of.-.. i,  177 ;  ii,  1181 

Thunder  Bay  River,  Mich.  ($ee  Alpena  Harbor) i,  430 ;  i v,  2578 

Tickfaw  River,  La.,  improvement  of,  including  tributaries i,  270;  ii,  1465 

Tillamook  Bay  and  Bar,  Oreg. : 

Improvement  of 1)^92;  iv,2976 

Survey  of  bar  and  entrance 1,502;  iv,3007 

Tiverton,  K.  I.,  bridge  obstructing  Sakonnet  River  at i,  538 

Toledo  Harbor,  Ohio : 

Improvement  of 1,441;  iv,2614 

Survey  of  straight  ohMiii^l  Vcl  Maumee  River  and  Bay i,  458 ;  lY,  2698 
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Tolomato  Ri vor,  Fla.  (see  St.  Augastine  Harbor) i,  237 ;  ii,  1332 

Tombigbee  River.  Ala.  and  Miss.,  improvement  of: 

Colambas  to  Fulton,  Miss i|264;  11,1434,1439 

Demopolis,  Ala,,  below 1 i,262;  11,1434,1436 

Demopolis,  Ala.,  to  Colnmbns,  Miss i,263;  11,1434,1438 

Fulton  to  Walkers  Bridpe.  Miss i|264;  11,1434,1440 

Tonawanda  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of i,  460;  iv,  2788 

Tongue  Point,  Columbia  River,  Oreg.,  improvement  below i,  507 ;  iv,  3039 

Torpedoes i,  12, 13 

Town  River,  Mass.,  improvement  of i,  64, 872 

Tradewater  River,  Ky.,  improvement  of i,  352;  iii,  1985 

Trail  Creek,  Ind.  («M  Michigan  City  Harbor) i,409;  iv,2489 

Traverse  Lake,  Minn.,  survey  for  reservoir i,  322 ;  lu,  1834 

Trent  River,  N.  C.  : 

Br i dge  at  Ne wbem,  construction  of i,  533 

Bridge  near  Polloksville,  reconstruction  of  pivot  pier i.  536 

Improvement  of i,204;  11,1243 

Trianffular  area  between  Bay  Ridge  and  Red  Hook  channels.  New  York  Har- 
bor, N.  Y.,  improvement  of 1,121,1016 

Trinity  River,  Tex.,  improvement  of 1,285;  ii,  1508 

Trumbull,  Fort,  Conn.,  defenses  at 1,8,18,612 

Tualitin  River,  Oreg.,  survey  of,  including  Dairy  Fork i,  511;  iv,  3053 

Tug  Fork,  Big  Sandy  River,  W.  Va.  and  Ky. : 

Improvement  of i,371;  iii,2152 

Plan  and  estimates  for  locks  and  dams i,373;  ui,  2159 

Turkey  Point,  Elk  River,  Md.,  removal  of  wrecks  near i,  17o ;  ii,  1173 

Twelve-mile  Creek,  N.Y.  (see  Wilson  Harbor) i,463;  iv,2795 

Twin  Rivers,  Wis.  (»e«  Two  Rivers  Harbor) 1,391;  iii,2315 

Two  Mission  Rocks,  San  Francisco  Harbor,  Cal.,  survey  of i,  469 ;  iv,  2923 

Two  Rivers  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of i»391;  ui,  2315 

U. 

Umpqua  River,  Oreg. : 

Examination  of 1,501;  IV,  2991 

Improvement  of i,486;  iv,2967 

Union  Lake,  Wash.,  improvement  of  waterway  via i,  516 ;  iv,  3072 

Union  River,  Me. : 

Improvement  of 1,40,819 

Surveyor i, 52, 839 

United  Railroads  of  Washington,  bridges  of i,533 

United  States  Engineer  School,  Willets  Point,  N.  Y i,  5, 32, 565 

Urbana  Creek,  Va. : 

Improvement  of i,  186;  ii,  1202 

Removal  of  wreck  in i,  192;  ii,1221 

Use  of  structures  built  by  the  United  States i,  35, 538 

V. 

Vermilion  Bayou,  La.,  improvement  of  channel,  bay,  and  passes i,  275;  ii,  1477 

Vermilion  Harbor,  Ohio,  improvement  of i,  445:  i v,  2656 

Vicksburg  Harbor,  Miss.,  improvement  of i,  297 ;  ii,  1625 

Vidalia Harbor,  La.,  improvement  of,  by  Mississippi  River  Commission,  i,  528;  v,  3137 

Vinalhaven,  Me.,  improvement  of  Carvers  Harbor i,  44, 826 

Vineyard  Haven,  Mass. : 

Improvement  of  harbor  at 1, 72, 901 

Removal  of  wreck  in  harbor  at i,  84, 931 

Vineyard  Sound,  Mass.,  removal  of  wrecks  in i,  83, 84, 931, 932 

Volusia  Bar,  St.  Johns  River,  Fla.,  improvement  of i,  235 ;  u,  1330 

/ 

W. 

Wabash  River,  Ind.  and  111. : 

Improvement  above  Vincennes i,  351;  in,  1970, 1982 

Improvement  below  Vincennes i,350;  in,  1970, 1981 

Operating  and  care  of  Grand  Rapids  Lock  and  Dam i,  351;  in,  1983 

Waocamaw  River,  N.  C.  and  S.  C,  im pro vement  of i.  212 ;  ii,  1265 

Wakefield,  Va.,  damage  to  wharf  at  Bridge  Creek  Landing i,  546 ;  v i,  3738 

Wallabout  Channel,  N.  Y.,  survey  of i,  124 

Walton  County,  Fla.,  bridge  of 1,536 

Wappoo  Cut,  8.  C,  improvement  of 1,220;  ii,  1286 
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Warrior  River.  Ala. : 

Canal  to  Five-mile  Creek, fluryey  for 1,269;  u,  1446 

Improvement  below  Tnsealoosa i>261;  ii,  1434 

Improvement  between  Tuscaloosa  and  Daniels  Creek i,  260 ;  u,  1430 

Operating  and  care  of  looks  and  dams  above  Tuscaloosa i,  261 ;  u,  1431 

Warwick  River,  Md.,  improvement  of i,  169;  ii,  1163 

Washington^  D.  C. : 

Anacostia  River,  improvement  of i,  193 

Anacostia  River,  survey  for  bridge  across h^^i  vi,3598 

Aqueduct  Bridge  across  Potomac  River,  repair  of i,  539;  vi,  3571 

Aqueduct,  increasing  city  water  supply 1,545;  vi,3658 

Aqueduct,  maintenance  and  repair  ol h^^t  ^3625 

Aqueduct,  raising  height  of  Great  Falls  Dam 1,545;  vi,  3658 

Aqueduct   Tunnel    and    Howard    University  Reservoir,  construction 

of 1,545;  VI, 3658 

Defenses  of i,22;  687 

Memorial  bridge  across  Potomac  River  to  Arlington  estate,  survey 

for 1,540;  vi,8573 

Potomac  River  at,  improvement  of ^HS;  ii,1183 

Public  buildings  and  grounds  and  Washington  Monument .  i,  546;  vi,  3661, 3667 

Rook  Creek,  plans  ana  estimates  for  bridge it&41;  vi,3606 

Washington  Lake,  Wash.,  improvement  of  waterway  to  Paget  Sound,  i,  516;  iv,  3072 

Wassaw  Sound,  Qa.,  defenses  at i,  25, 711 

Waterboro  Rapids,  Conewango  Creek,  N.  T.,  survey  for  removal  of. .  i,  377;  lu,  2211 

Wateree  River.  S.  C,  improvement  of i»217;  ii,  1278 

Water-hyacintn  obstructions  in  Southern  rivers i,35 

Water-level  observations : 

Columbia  River,  Oreg.  and  Wash i,509;  iy,3042 

Mississippi  River  and  principal  tributaries i,  301 ;  ii,  1642 

Mississippi  River  at  St.  Paul,  Minn 1,322;  iii,  1831 

Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes h^^i  vi, 3779 

Waterways : 

See  also  Canals. 

Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  to  Norfolk,  Ya.,  improvement  of i,  198;  ii,  1230 

Beaufort,  N.  C,  to  Newborn,  improvement  of i,  206;  u,  1246 

Beaufurt,  N.  C.,  to  New  River,  improvement  of ^t?^  >  ^f  ^^^ 

Beaufort,  S.  C.,to  Savannah,  Qa.,  improvement  of  {$ee  Savannah  Har- 
bor)  1,221;  11,1291 

Chincoteague  Bay.  Ya.,  to  Delaware  Bay,  Del.,  improvement  of.,  i,  166;  ii,  1156 
Delaware  Bay,  Del.,  to  Chincoteague  Bay,  Ya.,  improvement  of.,  i,  166;  u,  1156 

Fernandina,  Fla.,  to  Savannah,  Qa.,  improvement  of i,  230 ;  n,  1318 

Keweenaw  Bay  to  Lake  Superior,  Mich.,  improvement  and  operating 

and  care 1,382,383:  iii,22a 

Newborn  to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  improvement  of i,  206 ;  ii,  1246 

New  River  to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  improvement  of i,  207 ;  ii,  1249 

Norfolk,  Ya.,  to  Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  improvement  of i,  198 ;  u,  1230 

Portage  Lake  and  Lake  Superior  canals,  Mich.,  improvement  and  operat- 
ing and  care 1,382,383;  in, 2244 

Puget  Sound  to  lakes  Union  and  Washington,  improvement  of. ..  i,  516;  iv,  3072 

Samion  Bay,  Wash.,  improvement  of  waterway  via i,  516 ;  iv,  3072 

Savannah,  Qa.,  to  Beaufort,  S.  C,  improvement  of  {$ee  Savannah  Har- 
bor)    1,221;  11,1291 

Savannah,  Qa.,  to  Fernandina,  Fla.,  improvement  of i,  230 ;  ii,  1318 

Superior  Lake  to  Keweenaw  Bay,  Mich.,  improvement  and  operating 

and  care 1,382,383;  m,22a 

Union  Lake,  Wash.,  improvement  of  waterway  via i,  516 ;  iv,  3072 

Washington  Lake  to  Puget  Sound,  improvement  of i,  516;  iv,  3072 

Waukegan  Harbor,  111.,  improvement  of 1,396;  iu,2336 

WelleTf  Wm,  E,  (barge),  removal  of  wreck  of i,  175 ;  n,  1173 

West  Bath,  Me.,  constraction  of  bridge  across  New  Meadows  River  at i,  535 

Western  Branch,  Elizabeth  River,  Ya.,  improvement  of i,  195 ;  ii,  1225 

West  Fork  River,  W.  Ya.,  survey  of 1,378 

West  Qalveston  Bay,  Tex.,  improvement  of  channel i,  284 ;  ii,  1507 

Westport  Harbor,  Conn.,  improvement  of 1, 102,964 

Weymouth  River,  Mass.,  improvement  of 1,64,873 

Whatcom  Countv,  Wash.,  bridge  of i,534 

White  Lake  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of i,  417 ;  iv,  2518 

White  River,  Ark. : 

Qauging  («M  Mississippi  River) 1,301;  il,  1642 

Improvement  of i,304;  ii,1665 
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White  River,  Ind.,  improvement  of i,351;  in,  1084 

White  Kiver,  Waah.  (»efl  Duwamisli  River) i,525;  iv,3103 

Wickford  Harbor,  R.  I.,  improvement  of 1,79,919 

Wicomico  River,  Md.,  improTement  of i,  172;  ii,1166 

Wilhimette  River,  Oreg. : 

Improvement  above  Portland i,  504;  iv,  3025 

Improvement  below  Portland i,  505 ;  iv ,  3031 

Survey  opposite  Salem i,510;  iv,  3051 

Willapa  River  and  Harbor,  Waeh.: 

Improvement  of i>511j  iv,  3058 

Survey  of  month  of  river i,  523;  iv,  3088 

Willots  Point,  N.Y.: 

Appropriations if  7 

BftttaUon  of  Engineers 1,6.7,32,569 

Eugineer  Depot 1,6,7,32,570 

Engineer  School 1,5,32,565 

EBtimates It32 

Poet  of 1,5,32,563 

Williamstown,  W.  Va.,  construction  of  bridge  across  Ohio  River  at i,  531 

Wilmington,  Cal.: 

CouBtrnction  of  deep-water  harbor  in  San  Pedro  Bay i,  470 ;  iv,  2929 

Improvement  of  inner  harbor  at i|471;  iv,  2931 

Wilmington,  Del. : 

Improvement  of  harbor  at i,  150;  ii,  1145 

Removal  of  wreck  in  Christiana  River i»175;  ii,  1172 

Wilmington,  N.  C. : 

Defenses  of 1,24,693 

Improvement  of  Cape  Fear  River  above i,  210 ;  ii,  1253 

Improvement  of  Cape  Fear  River  at  and  below i,  210 ;  ii,  1255 

Wilmington  Lagoon,  Cal. : 

Coustmction  of  bridge  at  San  Pedro  across  a  slough  of i,  535 

Improvement  of  harbor  at  Wilmington i,  471 ;  i v,  2931 

Wilmington  Railway  Bridge  Company,  bridges  of i,  537 

Wilson  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 1 i,  463;  iv,  2796 

Winnebago  Lake,  Wis.  («e«  Fox  River) i,397;  iu,2338 

Winuibigoshish  Lake,  Minn. : 

Operating  and  care  of  reservoir i,  318;  ill,  1816 

Reservoir  at • 1,317;  iii,  1812 

Winnipeg  (steamer),  removal^ of  wreck  of i,  385;  iii,  2287 

Winyah  Bay.  S.  C,  improvement  of i,214;  ii,  1272 

WisooDsin  River,  Wis.,  projierty  and  rights  of  United  States  as  to.,  i, 398;  iii,  2353 

Wishka  River,  Wash.,  construction  of  bridge  across i,  538 

Withlacoochee  River,  Fla. : 

Improvement  of i,  243;  ii,  1340 

Survey  of i,247;  ii,  1363 

Wi ttsburg,  Ark.,  survey  of  St.  Francis  River  up  to i,  308 ;  ii,  1678 

Wolf  River,  Wis.  : 

Construction  of  bridge  at  Northport 1,534 

Improvement  of  (see  Fox  River) 1,397;  in, 2338 

W^oodbridge  Creek,  N.  J.,  removal  of  wreck  in  Arthur  Kill  near 1, 144, 1072 

Woodbury  Creek,  N.  J.,  rebuilding  dike  in  Delaware  River  at  {see  Cooper 

Creek) 1,154;  ii,  1100 

Woods  Hole  Channel,  Mass.,  improvement  of 1,73,903 

Wrecks,  removal  of i,  34 

Arthur  Kill,  N.Y.  and  N.J 1,144,1072 

Baltimore  Harbor,  Md ^ i,  177;  ii,  1181 

Bass  River  Light  Station,  Mass i,  84,932 

Block  Island  Sound,  R.  I.,  off  QnonocoDtaug i,  84, 931 

Brunswick  Harbor,  Ga i,231;  ii,  1321 

Cape  Cod,  near  Orleans,  Mafts .-...  i, 69, 883 

Cape  Henry  Light,  Va .'  i,20l;  ii,  1235 

Chatham  Harbor,  Mass 1,69,883 

Chesapeake  Bay,  Md 1,173,201;  11,1172,1235 

Christiana  River,  Del 1, 175;  ii,  1172  ' 

Columbia  River,  Oreg.,  below  Tongue  Point i,  507 ;  iv,  3039 

Darien  Harbor,  Ga i,231;  ii,  1320 

Davis  Strait,  Me 1,52,838 

Deer  Island  Thoroughfare,  Me 1,52,838 

Delaware  Bay  (Rchoouer  Lottie  K.  Friend) i,  156;  ii,  1104 

Duluth  Harbor,  Minn 1,385;  ill,  2287 
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Wrecks,  removal  of— Continued. 

Elizabetb  Ki ver,  Va.  (steamer  Helen  Smith) i,  201 ;  ii,  1234 

ElkKlver,  Md 1,175;  ii,  1173 

James  River,  Va.  (steamer  Wyanoke) i,  200;  ii,  1234 

Key  West,  Fla.,  Man  of  War  Harbor i|245;  ii,  1343 

Killpond  Bar,  Mass 1,84,932 

Little  Egg  Harbor  Inlet,  N.  J i,  156;  ii,  1104 

Man  of  War  Harbor,  Key  West,  Fla i,245;  ii,  1343 

Marthas  Vineyard,  Mass.,  Vineyard  Haven  Harbor i,  84, 931 

Maurice  River,  N.J i,  156;  ii,  1104 

Millbridge,  Me i,  52, 838 

Mississippi  River 1,309,314;  in,  1687, 1733 

Monroe  Harbor,  Mi cb ^,462;  iv,2687 

Narragiiagus  Bay,  Me i,  52, 838 

Newark  Bay,N.J  1,144,1072 

Newport  News.  Va.  (steamer  Wyanoke) i,200;  ii,  1234 

Newtown  Creek,  N.  Y 1,124,10^ 

New  York  Harbor,  N.  Y 1,124,128,144,1025,1041,1042,1072 

Norfolk  Harbor,  Va.  (steamer  Helen  Smith) i,  201 ;  ii,  1234 

Ocmulgee  River,  Ga i,232;  ii,  1321 

Old  Harbor,  Chatham,  Mass 1,69,883 

Orleans,  Mass 1,69,883 

Patapsco  River  at  Baltimore,  Md i,  177;  ii,  1181 

Philadelphia,  Pa i,  156;  ii,  1104 

Pontcbartrain  Lake,  La i,  281;  ii,  1489 

Quonocontaug,  R.  I 1, 84, 931 

Raisin  River,  Mich,,  in  Monroe  Harbor... 1,452;  iv,  2687 

Schuylkill  River,  Pa i,156;  ii,  1104 

Smyrna  River,  Del i,  175;  ii,1173 

Superior  Bay,  Minn i,385;  iii,2287 

Tongue  Point,  Columbia  River,  Orcg.,  below i,  507 ;  iv,  3039 

Urbana  Creek,  Va i,  192;  ii,  1221 

Vineyard  Haven  Harbor,  Mass 1, 84, 931 

Vineyard  Sound,  Mass ; 1,83,84,931,932 

Wilmington,  Del.,  Christiana  River i,  175;  ii,  1172 

Wyanoke  (steamer),  removal  of  wreck  <»f i,  200 ;  ii,  1234 

Wyoming,  examination  of  reservoir  si tes  in .  i,  469 ;  iv,  ^15, 2917 

• 

Y. 

Yalobusha  River,  Miss.,  construction  of  bridge  across,  in  Leflore  County. ..       i,  532 

Yamhill  River.  Greg.,  improvement  of i,504;  iv,3025 

Yaquina  Bay,  Greg.,  iniprovement  of 1,489;  iv,  2972 

Yaquina  River,  Greg.,  examination  of 1,501;  iv,  25197 

Yazoo  and  Mississippi  Valley  Railroad  Company,  bridge  of i,  532 

Yazoo  River,  Miss. : 

Bridge  at  Greenwood,  construction  of I,  .531 

Improvement  at  mouth,  including  Vicksburg  Harbor i»297;  ii,  1625 

Improvcpient  of 1,296;  ii,  1619 

Yellow  Mill  Pond,  Bridgeport  Harbor,  Conn. : 

Construction  of  bridee  across i,  533 

Improvement  of  (»ee  Bridgeport  Harbor) i,99, 961 

Yellowstone  River,  Mont,  and  N.  Dak.,  improvement  of i,  329 ;  iii,  18«'6 

Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  establishment  of  harbor  lines  in  Hudson  River  at i,  34, 1072 

York  River,  Va..  improvement  of '. i,  187;  ii,  1203 

Youghiogheny  River,  Pa.,  reconstruction  of  bridge  across,  between  McKees* 

port  and  Reynoldton i,  535 

Youngs  Bay,  Oreg. ,  construction  of  bridge  across i,  537 
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